Digitized by GOOS[@






Digitized by GOOS[G



Digitized by GOOS[@



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[G






THE

BIBLE OF BIBLES;
~

OR,

Twentp-Feven “ DWivine Wevelations:”

CONTAINING

A DESCRIPTION OF TWENTY-SEVEN BIBLES, AND AN
EXPOSITION OF TWO THOUSAND BIBLICAL
ERRORS IN SCIENCE, HISTORY, MORALS,
RELIGION, AND GENERAL EVENTS;

ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE CHARACTERS OF

THE PRINCIPAL PERSONAGES OF THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE,

AND

AN EXAMINATION OF THEIR DOCTRINES.

BY

KERSEY GRAVFS

AUTHOR OP ‘“ THE WORLD'S slm CRUCIFIED SAVIORS,” AND
“THE BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN.”

FOURTH EDITION,

BOSTON:
COLBY & RICH, PUBLISHERS,

No. 9 MONTGOMERY PLACE.
1879.



BL
2775

L7

CoryYRIGHT, 1879,
BY LYDIA M. GRAVES,
ASSISTANT AUTHORESS.

COLRY & RICH, .
STEREOTYPERS AND ELECTROTYPERS, (\
VA

sostox, wass. ; }\\



LIST OF CONTENTS.

THE LEADING PoSITIONS OF THIS WORK « .« « o o o o

CHAPTER I.

THE SIGNSs or THE Tmvrs.—THE CoMING REVOLUTION. — REASON
WILL SOON TRIOMPH . . « + & o o & o @

CHAPTER II.

APOLOGY AND EXPLANATION. — JEHOVAH NOT OUR GuD.— RELATION-
" sHIP OF THE OLD AND NEwW TESTAMENTS . . . . .

CHAPTER III.

WHY THIS WORK WAS WRITTEN. — THE MORAL TRUTHS OF THE
BIBLE. — WHY RESORT TO RmicULE. — THE PriNcrrAL DEsIaN
or THIS WORK. — DoN’T READ PERNICIOUS Books. — Two Thou-
SAND BIBLE ERRORS EXPOSED. — ALL BIBLES USEFUL IN THEIR

CHAPTER IV.

BEAUTIES AND BENEFITS OF BIBLES. — A HIGHER PLANE oF DEVEL-
OPMENT HAS BEEN ATTAINED. — BIBLE WRITERS HONEST. —
GENERAL CLAMS OF BIBLES . . . . . . . .

TWENTY-SEVEN BIBi.ES DESCRIBED.

CHAPTER V.

Tux HxDoo BreBLEs.— THE VEDAS.— THE CoDE oF MENU. — RAM-
AYANA. — MAHABARAT. — THE PURANS. — ANALOGIES OF THE
HINDOO AND JEWISH RELIGIONS. — ANTIQUITY OF INDIA . .

CHAPTER VI.

TaHE EGYPTIAX BIBLE, “ THE HERMAS.” — ANALOGIES OF THE EGYP-
TIAX aND JEWISH RELIGIONS, — ANTIQUITY OF EaYPT . .

racm
9

1

17



4 LIST OF CONTENTS.

CHAPTER VIL

THE PERSIAN BIBLES. — THE ZENDA AVESTA. — THE SADDER. — ANAL-
OGIES OF THE PERSIAN AND JEWISH RELIGIONS. — ANTIQUITY OF
PERSIA . . . . . . . B . . . . .

CHAPTER VIIIL

THE CiINESE BIBLES. — TA-HEO (GREAT LEARNING). — THE CHUN
YuNG ; OR, DOCTRINE OF THE MEAN.— THE B0oOK oF MANG, oR
Mgexcivs. —SHoo KINg; OR, ‘“Book oF HISTORY.” — SHEE

_ KiNG; OR, “ BooK OF POETRY.” —CHUN TSEN, ‘ SPRING AND
SUMMER.”’ — TA0-TE KING ; OR, DOCTRINE OF REASON. — ANALO-
GIES OF THE CHINESE AND JEWISH RELIGIONS. — ANTIQUITY OF
CHINA . . . ¢ ¢ « o e e e e e .

CHAPTER IX.

SEVEN OoTHER ORIENTAL BIBLES.— THE SorreEEes’ BiBLE: THE ““ Mus-
NAVL” —THE PARSEes’ BIBLE: THE ‘ BoUR DEscH.” —THE
TAMALESE BIBLE: THE “ KALIWARKAM.” — THE SCANDINAVIAN
BiBLE: THE ‘‘SAGA;” OB, DivINE \VIsDOM. —THE KaLMUCS’
BiBLE : THR ““ KALI0O CHAM.” — THE ATHENIANS' BISLE : ¢ THE
TESTAMENT.” — THE CABALISTS’ BIBLE: THE ‘‘ YOHAR ;” OR,
BoOKOFPLIGHT . .« .+ + & « o« o o« o

CHAPTER X.

THE MAHOMEDAN'S BIBLE : THE ‘“ KORAN.” — THE MORMONS’ BIRLE ¢
“ THER BOOK OF MORMON.” — REVELATIONS OF JOSEPH SMITH.
— THE SHAKERS’ BIBLE: “ THE DIvINE RoLL” . . . .

CHAPTER XI.
THE JEWS’ BIBLE: THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE MISHNA . .

CHAPTER XII.
THE CHRISTIANS’ BIBLE: ITS CHARACTER . . « o o« o

CHAPTER XIIL.

GENERAL ANALOGIES OF BIBLES.— SUPERIOR FEATURES OF THE
HEATHEN BIBLES . . . . ¢ « o o o«

TaE INFIDELS’ BIBLE . . . . . . . - . . .

PAGCE



LIST OF CONTENTS. 5

Y0 THOUSAND BIBLE ERRORS — OLD-TESTAMENT

DEPARTMENT.
CHAPTER XV.
PAGE
A HUXDRED AND TWENTY-THREE ERRORS IN THE JEWISHE COSMOGONY. -
—THE SCIENTISTS’ STORY OF CREATION . . . o e . 13

CHAPTER XVL
NUMEROUS ABSURDITIES IN THE STORY OF THE DELUGE . . . 89

CHAPTER XVII.
TAE TEX COMMANDMENTS, MORAL DEFECTS OF . . .« 96

CHAPTER XVIII.

TEN FooLisH BIBLE STORIES : A TALKING SERPENT AND A TALKING
Ass.—THE STORY OF CAIN.—THE ARK OF THE COVENANT. —
KoRrRAH, DATHAN, AND ABIRAM. — DANIEL AND NEBUCHAD-
NEZZAR. — SODOM AND GOMORRAH.— THE TOWER OF BABEL. —
STOPPING THE SUN AND MOON. — STORY OF SAMSON.— STORY
OF JONAH . . +« « &« « o« o o o o« o 10

CHAPTER XIX.
BIBLE PROPHECIES NOT FULFILLED . . . « o o o o 121 v~

CHAPTER XX.
BiBLE MirACLES, ERRONEOUS BELIEF IN e o o e e 124

CHAPTER XXI.
BBLE ERBORS IN FACTS AND FIGURES . . o« o o o o 128

CHAPTER XXII.
BmLE CONTRADICTIONS (277) e e« e s 8 o e 14

CHAPTER XXIIIL
OBsCENE LANGUAGE OF THE BIBLE (200 cases) e o o« o o 145

CHAPTER XXIV.

CiRcoMC8I0N A HRATHENISH CuUsTOM.— FASTING AND FEASTING IN
VARIOUS NATIONS . . o e e e e s e« 19

CHAPTER XXV,
HoLy MOUKNTAINS, LANDS, CIT1ES, AND RIvERS . o+ . . . 151



4

(] LIST OF CONTENTS.

BIBLE CHARACTERS.

CHAPTER XXVI. PrAGE

JEHOVAH, CHARACTER OF . . . =+ o+ o o o o o 1833
CHAPTER XXVII.

THE JEWS, CHARACTER OF . . e« e« e e e e o 1
CHAPTER XXVIII.

Moses, CHARACTEROF. . . . .« =« o+ o« o« o o 160

CHAPTER XXIX.

THE PATRIARCHS, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, CHARACTER OF . 168
CHAPTER XXX.
Davip: His NUMEROUS CRIMES. — SOLOMON, CHARACTER or.— Lor
AND HIS DAUGHTERS . . . . . o . . .‘.113
CHAPTER XXXI.
THE PROPHETS : THRIR MORAL DEFECTS. — SPECIAL NoTICE OoF ELN-
JABAND ELIBHA. . . . . . .+ « « o 1T
CHAPTER XXXII.
IDOLATRY : ITs NATURE, HARMLESSNESS, AND ORIGIN. — ALL CHRIsS-
TIANS EITHER ATHEISTS OR IDOLATERS . o o . . . 187
BIBLE ERRORS — NEW-TESTAMENT DEPARTMENT.
CHAPTER XXXIII.
DiIvINE REVELATION IMPOSSIBLE AND UNNECESSARY . o .« . 212
CHAPTER XXXIV.
PRIMEVAL INNOCEXCY oF MAX Nor TRUER « e+ e o e o209
CHAPTER XXXV.
ORIGINAL SIN AND FALLOP MANNOTTRUE . .« ¢ o o o 22
CHAPTER XXXVL
MORAL DEPHRAVITY OF MAN A DELCSION. . +« o o o o« 224
CHAPTER XXXVII.
FREE AGENCY AND MORAL ACCOUNTABILITY ERRONEOUS . . o 227
CHAPTER XXXVIIL
REPENTANCE: THE DOCTRINE ERRONEOUS . .« o« o o+ o 231



LIST OF CONTENTS. 7

CHAPTER XXXIX., . PrAGE
FORGIVENESS FOR SIN AN ERRONROUS DOCTRINE « o« o o« .« 236
CHAPTER XL.

Ax ANGRY GOoD, EVIS OP THE BELIEF IN . ¢ ¢ o ¢ o« 239

CHAPTER XLL

ATONEMENT FPOR SIN AN IMMOBRAL DOCTRINE . .« ¢ o« o . 242
‘ CHAPTER XLIIL

SPECIAL PROVIDENCES AN ERRONEOUS DOCTRINE . .« . o« . 246
CHAPTER XLIII.

FArrH AND BELIEP: BIBLE ERRORS RESPECTING . o« o o o 250
CHAPTER XLIV.

A PEBSONAL GOD IMPOSSIBLE . . . . . . o . 253

Norz. —In the twelve preceding chapters it is shown that the cardinal doctrince of
Christianity are all wrong.
CHAPTER XLV.

EviL, NATURAL AND MORAL, REXPLAINED e o e s & o 285

CHAPTER XLVI.
A RATIONAL VIEW OF SIN AND IT8 CONSEQUENCES ) §

CHAPTER XLVIL

THE BIBLE SANCTIONS EVERY SPECIES OF CRIMB . « o« o . 266
CHAPTER XLVIIL
Tax IOMORAL INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE e e e & e o 28

CHAPTER XLIX.
THE BIBLE AT WAR WITH EIGHTEEN SCIENCES o o o o 287

CHAPTER L.

THE BIBLE A8 A MORAL NECESSITY . .« « o o+ o o o 298
CHAPTER LL

SEXD X0 MORR BIBLES TO THE HEATHEN e o o o o o 808
CHAPTER LIL

WHAT SHALL WE DO TO BE SAVED ? e« o o e o o 307

CHAPTER LIIL
Tux THRER CHRISTIAN PLANS OF SALVATION e o s e o 3



8 LIST OF CONTENTS.

CHAPTER LIV. PAGE
THE TRUE RELIGIONDEFINED . . . .+ o o« o o o 352
CHAPTER LV.
¢ ALL SCRIPTURE GIVEN BY INSPIRATION OF Gop” ., . . . 356
/ CHAPTER LVL
INFIDELITY IN ORIENTAL NATIONS : INDIA, RoME, GRRECE, EGYPT,
CHINA, PERSIA, AND ARABIA ., . . .« e o+ e« o 368
CHAPTER LVIL
SECTS, SCHISMS, AND SKEPTICS IN CHRISTIAN COUNTRIES . . . 318
J CHAPTER LVIIIL
MODERN CHRISTIANITY ONE-HALF INFIDELITY e e s e o 384
CHAPTER LIX.
THE CHRISTIANS' GOD, CHARBACTER OF . .« o o o o o 39
. CHAPTER LX.
THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY ERRORS OF JESUS CHRIST . . . 401

CHAPTER LXI.
CHARACTER AND ERRONEOUS DOCTRINES OF THE APOSTLES . o 407

CHAPTER LXII.
ERRONEOUS DOCTRINES AND MORAL DEFECTS OF PAUL AND PETER . 408

CHAPTER LXIII.
IDOLATROUS VENERATION FOR BIBLES: ITs EviLs e e« o o« 420

CHAPTER LXIV.
BPIRITUAL OR IMPLIED SENSE OF BIBLES: ITs OBJECTS . . . 428

\/ CHAPTER LXV.
‘WHAT SHALL WE SUBSTITUTE FOR THE BIBLE? ., . e e . 432

CHAPTER LXVL

RELIGIOUS RECONSTRUCTION ; OR, THE MORAL NECESSITY FOR A
RELIGIOUS REFORM « .« ¢ o o+ o o o o o

& &

CONCLUSION . . . . . . . . . . O . .



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS

FOR THE THIRD EDITION.

1. On page T3 it is stated that no geologist or philosopher believes in either a
creation or a creator. It is admitted that some men, called geologists, may believe
x; b':nctl)ve hold that no man thoroughly versed in geology and philosophy can

us helieve.

2. On page 141, contradiction 146, it should be stated in the first part that
Ahaziah's reign began in his thirty-sccond ycar, instcad of the cleventh year of
Joram. The second part should state that he began in his forty-second ycar,
instead of the twelfth year of Joram.

3. On paze 143, contradiction 181, the anointment of Christ is spoken of. DBut
the text refers to the fcast of the passover. )

4. On paze 315 it is stated that the Unitarians belicve in & hell. It should be
uaderstood, however, that they believe in a hell merely as a state or condition,
and not as a place.

8. On page it is stated that the weizht of the tables of the law was fifty
times as much as Hilkiah could carry. This, of course, would dcpend upon the
quality and condition of the stone used and the manner of engraving the law, if
not, what is assumecd, to constitute the law. It is stated that some considered the
Pentateuch the law. This, however, was only in a gcneral sense. They, of
eonr.sel, lk.new that the law as described in Deuteronomy was the law proper, or
special law.

6. The charge of falsehood against Christ, on page 403, is not intended to imply
that it is certain he dcsigned telling a falsehood. But, as he stated he would not
go up to the feast at Jerusalem, and yet did go, it shows that he either intended
to deccive, or was ignorant of what he would do in the future; and either defect
would prove he was not an omniscient God.

7. On page 414 it is stated that a Jew could not be a full Roman citizen in the
time of Paul, and that Tarsas was not at that time a Roman city. But it may be
stated also that authors differ on these points; and we leave the matter for them
or their critical readers to settle, Let it be noted that it is not claimed that Paul,
while professing to be first a Roman citizen, and then a Pharisee, and then a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ, could not be all three at once; but it indicates his policy of

Tas PERSONALITY OF GOD.

As the denial of the Eersonality of God, as set forth in Chapter 44, has been
warmly assailed by Orthodox professors since the work was issued, and as that
dogma constitutes one of the principal pillars of the Orthodox faith, I propose
to cxamine it & little further in the light of reason and science. I will present
other absurdities of the doctrine in the form of questions,

1. If God is an organized personality, what should we assume to be his form,
size, shape, and color ? .

2. How large is his body ?

8. Does it occupy more than one planet ?

4. J{ not, how can he be present in other worlds ?

8. What is his physical type — Malay, Mongolian, Anglo-Saxon, or African?

(ix)
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6. What is his complexion — white, black, or tawny ?

7. What is the color of his eyes and hair ?

8. What arc the dimensions of his body and the length of his arms and legs ?
9. What is his position —lying, sitting, or standi

10. How is his time occupied ?

11. And as pcrsonnli? implies s¢x, and one sex not only implies the other sex,
but crcates a necessity for the other sex, we are driven to ask, who is God’s wife,
and where is she ?

12. Are they both on the same planet ?

13. And have they cver been divorced? Or is he still a bachelor ?
thl{. h‘:cf(’l as sex also implies offspring, we desire to ask, how many children have

e ?

lg. And whether they are all boin ?

16. And, as personality also implies parentage, this brings up thc question, who
was God's father, grandfather, etc.

17. And as personality implies the susceptibility to anger, and the Bible-God is
often rcpresented as getting angry, and anger has been shown to be a species of
insanity, would not this imply and prove that heaven is ruled by an insane God —
an omnipotent luuatic ?

18. And would not this virtually make heaven a lunatic asylum, and conse-
quently a very unsuitable and disagreeable place to live in ?

As all these and many other absurdities are involved in the assumption of a
gmn&l God, it is difficult to sec how any reasonablc being can swallow the doc-

ne.

MoRe BrsLES.

As the notices of several bibles prepared for the first edition were left out from
fear of making the book too large, I have concluded to insert a brief notice of
some of them here.

1. Dhammapada, or * Path of Virtue.” This sacred book has constituted the
moral and religious guide of several hundred millions of Hindoos for many cen-
turies. It is probably the oldest record of the Budhistic faith. It is assumed to
be a collection from the pitakas, which are principally compilations from the dis-
courses of the incarnate god Gautama, written out by his disciples. It was pro-
nounced genuine and canonical by a famous council which met in 246 B. C., under
the reign of King Asoka. Max Miiller says, ‘Its moral code, taken by itself, is
one of the most perfect the world has ever known.” Spence Hardy, and Johnso!
both speak highly of the work. It contains many wisc, beautiful, and lofty mo
precepts, of which we will give a few imens : — ¢ Haste to do good.” “ Give to
those who ask.” ‘Master thyself, and then thou canst control and teach others.”
“Sclect for friends the best of men.” “Lc just, speak truly, act nobly.” ete.

. Tripitika. This book is divided into three parts, hence its name, which means
¢ the three pitikas.” Like the Dhammanada, it is a history of some of the gods,
and sets forth their lives and precepts. It forbids the commission of sin, and en-
i”c;ins the practice of the highest virtues. “In no system,” says Amberly, *is

nevolence and charity more emphatically inculcated.” Chastity is recommendexl,
and a lifc of spotless virtue in cvery respect enjoined. The former work appears
to be made up principally by selections from this.

3. Other sacred books might be mentioncd, such as ¢ The Paradise of Fo,”
¢ Confucius and his Disciple,” ¢ Catena of the Chincse Budhistic Scriptures,”
“The Baghavat Gita,” *“ The Sanhita,” ¢ Sudras” (appendages to the Sunhita),
¢ Divine Opherisms of Kanada,” ¢The Uphanishads™ (a commentary on the
Vedas), *“Saddharma Pundosika” (another commentary), ** Worship and
Psalmody of the Mabaradss,” etc. Some of these works are cither other titles
for those previously described, or arc additions, appendages, or commentaries.
And thus it will be observed the world is full of bibles and scriptures.



THE LEADING POSITIONS OF THIS WORK.

WE maintain, 1st, That man’s mental faculties are
susceptible of a threefold division and classification, as
follows: First, the intellectual department; second, the
moral and religious department; third, the animal depart-
ment (which includes also the social).

2d, That all Bibles and religions are an outgrowth
from some or all of these faculties, and hence of natural
origin.

3d, That all Bibles and religions which originated prior
to the dawn of civilization in the country which gave them
birth (i.e., prior to the reign of moral and physical science)
are an emanation from the combined action and co-opera-
tion of man’s moral, religious, and animal feelings and pro-
pensities.

4th, That the Christian Bible contains (as shown in this
work) several thousand errors, — moral, religious, histori-
cal, and scientific.

5th, That this fact is easily accounted for by observing
that it originated at a period when the moral and religious
feelings of the nation which produced it co-operated with
the animal propensities instead of an enlightened intellect.

6th, That, although such a Bible and religion may have
been adapted to the minds which originated them, the
higher class of minds of the present age demands a religion
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which shall call into exercise the tntellect, instead of the
animal propensities.

Tth, That, as all the Bibles and religions of the past are
more of an emanation from the animal propensities than
the tntellect, they are consequently not suited to this age,
and are for this reason being rapidly abandoned.

8th, That true religion consists in the true ezercise of
the moral and religious faculties.

9th, As the Christian Bible is shown in this work to
inculcate bad morals, and to sanction, apparently, every
species of crime prevalent in society in the age in which it
was written, the language of remonstrance is frequently
employed against placing such a book in the hands of the
heathen, or the children of Christian countries; and more
especially against making ¢the Bible the fountain of our
laws and the supreme rule of our conduct,” and acknowl-
edging allegiance to its God in the Constitution of the -
United States, as recommended by the American Christian
Alliance. Such measures, this work shows by a thousand
facts, would be a deplorable check to the moral and in-
tellectual progress of the world.

10th, If any clergyman or Christian professor shall take
any exceptions to any position laid down in this work,
the author will discuss the matter with him in a friendly
manner in the papers, or through the post-office, or befrre

a public audience.
KERSEY GRAVES.

BRICEMOND, INDIANA,.



THE BIBLE OF BIBLES.

CHAPTER 1.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

‘We live in the most important age in the history of the world.
No age preceding it was marked with such signal events. No
other era in the history of civilization has been characterized by
such agitation of human thought; such a universal tendency
to investigation ; such a general awakening upon all important
subjects of human inquiry; such a determination to grow in
knowledge, and cultivate the immortal intellect, and mount to
higher plains of development. The world of mind is in com-
motion. All civilized nations are agitated from center to cir-
cumference with the great questions of the age. And what
does all this prove? Why, that man is a progressive being ;
that the tendency of the human mind is onward and upward ;
and that it will not always consent to be bound down in igno-
rance and superstition. And, thanks to the genius of the
age, it is the prophecy of the glorious reformation and regene-
ration of society, — an index of a happier era in the history of
the human race. Old institutions are crumbling, aud tumbling
to the ground. The iron bands of creeds and dogmas, with
which the people have been so long bound down, are bursting
asunder, and permitting them to walk upnght and do their own
thinking. In every department of science, in every arena of
human thought and every theater of human action, we see a
progressive spirit, we behold a disposition to lay aside the tra

1
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ditions and superstitions of the past, and grasp the living facts
of the age. We everywhere see a disposition to abandon the
defective institutions, political and religious, which were gotten
up in the childhood of human experience, and supplant them
with those better adapted to the wants of the age. In a word,
there is everywhere manifested a disposition and determination
tc unshackle the human body, and set free the human mind, and
place it with its living aspirations on the road to the temple of
Truth. An evidence of the truth of these statements the reader
can gather by casting his eyes abroad, or by reading the peri-
odicals of the day. At this very time nearly all the orthodox
churches are in a state of commotion. The growing light and
ntelligence of the age, penetrating their dark creeds and dog-
mas, are producing a sort of moral effervescence. The question
of ¢“hell’’ is now the agitating theme of the churches. Pos-
terity will ridicule us, and class us with the unenlightened
heathen, for discussing a question so far behind the times, and
one so childish and so absurd in this intelligent and enlightened
age. To condescend to discuss such a question now must be
tell enough for scientific and intelligent minds. And other
important religious events mark the age. When the Roman-
Catholic Church, through its Ecumenical Council, dragged the
Pope from his lofty throne of usurped power, and robbed him
of his attribute of infallibility, it proclaimed the downfall of the
Pope and the death-knell of the Church. Already thousands
of his subjects refuse longer to bow down and kiss the big toe
of his sacred majesty. His scepter has ¢eparted, his spiritaal
power is gone, his temporal power is waning. And the same
spirit of agitation is operating as a leaven in the Protestant
churches also. All the orthodox churches are declining and
growing weaker by their members falling off. The Methodist
Church has recently lost more than two hundred of its preachers ;
and the Baptist Church, according to the statement of a recent
number of ¢ The Christian Era,’’ has lost twenty-two thousand
of its members within a period of five years. The agitation in
the churches is driving thousands from their ranks, while many
who remain are becoming more liberal-minded. The orthodos
Quaker Church has, in many localities, ‘¢ run clear off the track.”’
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It has abandoned its old time-honored peculiarities in dress and
language, once deemed by them sacred, and essential to true god-
Liness. The use of ‘¢ thee ’’ and ‘¢ thou ’’ is laid aside by many
of its members ; and even leading members have given up the
¢« ghad-bellied coat,”’ and the round-crowned hat with a brim
broad enough to ‘¢ cover a multitude of sins.”” They no longer
wait for ¢ the Ioly Ghost ’’ to move them to preach; but, as a
member once remarked, ¢ they go it on their own hook, like the
Methodists, hit or miss.”” Music, once regarded by many of
them as an emanation from ‘¢ an emissary of the Devil,”’ is now
admnitted into many of their churches. Thus it will be seen they
are making some progress. The light without is benefiting
them more than ¢¢ the light within.”” All the orthodox systems
committed a fatal error at the outset in assuming that their
religions were derived directly from God, and consequently
must be perfect and unalterable, and a finality in moral and
religious progress. Such an assumption will cause the downfall,
sooner or later, of any religious body which persists in propa-
gating the error. Religious institutions, like all other institu-
tions, are subject to the laws of growth and decay. Hence, if
their doctrines and crceds are not improved occasionally to
make them conform to the growing light and intelligence of the
age and the principles of science, they will fall behind the
times, cease to answer the moral and religious wants of the
age, and become a stumbling-block in the path of progress.
Common sense would teach us that the doctrines preached by
the churches two hundred years ago must be as much out of
place now as the wooden shoes and bearskin coats worn by the
early disciples would be for us. Their spiritual food is by no
means adapted to our moral and religious wants. We are undcr
no more moral and religious obligation whatever to preach the
doctrines of original sin, the fall of man, endless punishment, in-
fant damnation, &c., because our religious forefathers believed in
these doctrines, than we are morally bound to eat beetles, locusts,
and grasshoppers, because our Jewish ancestors feasted on these
nasty vermin, as we learn by reading Lev. xi. Why is it that
in modern times there has arisen great complaint in all the
orthodox churches about the rapid inroads of infidelity into
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their ranks? It is simply because, that while the people are
beginning to assume the liberty to do their own thinking, the
churches refuse to recognize the great principle of universal
progress as applicable to their religion, which would and should
keep their doctrines and precepts improved up to the times.
Instead of adopting this wise policy, they try to compel their
members to be content with the old stale salt junk of by-
gone ages, in the shape of dilapidated, outgrown creeds and
dogmas; but it will not do. It is as difficult to keep great
minds tied down to unprogressive creeds as it would be to keep
grown-up boys and girls in baby-jumpers. Enlightened nations
are as capable of making their own religion as their own
laws ; that is, of making its tenets conform to the natural out-
growth of their religious feelings as they become more ex-
panded and enlightened. And it is a significant historical
fact, that great minds in all religious nations have wholly or
partially outgrown and abandoned the current and popular
religions of the country. It is only moral cowards, or the igno-
rant and uninformed, who throw themselves into the lap of the
Church, and depend upon the priest to pilot them to heaven.
Moses, Jesus Christ, Mahomet, Martin Luther, John Wesley,
Emanuel Swedenborg, George Fox, Elias Hicks, and many
other superior minds, strove hard unconsciously to rise above
the religion in which they were educated ; and all succeeded in
making some improvement in its stereotyped doctrines or prac-
tices. The implied assumption of the churches, that their
doctrines and precepts are too perfect to be improved and too
sacred to be investigated, and their Bible too holy to be criti-
cised, is contradicted both by history and science; and this
false assumption has already driven many of the best minds of
the age from their ranks. Theodore Parker declared that all
the men of great intellects had left the Church in his time,
because, :nstead of improving their religion to keep it up to the
times they bolt their doors, and hang curtains over their win-
dows to keep out the light of the age. There could not be one
inch of progress made in any thing in a thousand years with
the principle of non-progression in religion adopted by the
churches ; for, if it will apply to religion, it will apply with still
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greater force to every thing else: and hence it would long ago
bave put a dead lock upon all improvement, had it not been
counteracted by outside counter-influences. It is because a
large portion, and the most enlightened portion, of the community
have assumed the liberty and moral independence to think and
act for themselves, that society has made any progress either in
scicnce, morals, or religion. A religion which sedulously
opposes its own itmprovement can do nothing essential toward
improving any thing else, unless forced into it by outside influ-
ences; and it can not feel a proper degree of interest in those
improvements essential to the progress of society. On the con-
trary, it must check the growth of every thing it touches with
its palsied hands. Here we can see the reason that no church
in any age of the world has inaugurated any great system of
reform for the improvement of society, but has made war on
nearly every reform set on foot by that class of people which it
has chosen to stigmatize as ‘¢ infidels.”” Such a religion will
decline and die in the exact ratio of the enlightenment and
orogress of society.

TaE CoMne REVOLUTION.

That there is a general state of unrest in the public mind, at
the present time, on the subject of religion, must be apparent to
every observing person. Theological questions, long since re-
garded as settled for ever, are being overhauled and discussed
with a freedom and general interest far transcending that known
or practically realized at any previous period. This is premoni-
tive of a speedy religious revolution. That it will come sooncr
or later is as certain as that seed-sowing is succeeded by har-
vest. Reforms no longer move with the snail’s pace they did a
century ago. This is an age of steam and electricity ; and every
thing has to move with velocity. We cherish no unkindly fecl-
ings toward any church or people; but we must rejoice that the
strongh>lds of orthodoxy are being shaken, and error exposed,
and that creeds are loosening their iron grasp upog the immor-
tal mind Old, long-cherished dogmas, myths, and blinding
superstitions are passing away, to make room for something
better.
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Yes, the signs of the times indicate the dawning of a brighter
day upon the world, —a day which shall be illuminated by the
rays of reason and science.

And, if this work shall contribute any thing toward speed
ing the dawning of that glorious era, we shall feel amply re-
warded for the labor and personal sacrifice required in its pro-
daction.

REeAsoN wiLL sooN Trroxrw.

The march of science and the rapid growth of the reasoning
faculties peculiar to this progressive age are daily revealing the
=rrors of our popular theology, and exposing their demoralizing
cffects in repressing the growth and healthy action of the intel-
lect, and perverting the exercise of the moral faculties. And
this progressive change and improvement must be a source of
great rejoicing to every true-hearted philanthropist, and fur-
nishes a strong incentive to labor with zeal in this field of re-
form. It should be borne in mind, that all the dogmas and doc-
trines of our current religious faith originated at a period before
the sun of science had risen above the moral horizon, and ante-
rior to the birth of moral science, and hence, like other produc-
tions of that age, are heavily laden with error. But rejoice,
O ye lovers of and laborers for truth and science! the dark
clouds of our gloomy theology are rapidly receding before the
sunlight of our modern civilization, and will soon leave a clear
and cloudless sky! And all will rejoice in having learned and
practically experienced the glorious truth, that true religion
is not incorporated in Bibles, or inscribed on the pages of any
book, and cannot be found therein, but is a natural and sponta-
neous outgrowth of man’s moral and religious nature, and is
+¢ the most beautiful flower of the soul.”’
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CHAPTER 1I.
APOLOGY AND EXPLANATION.

AvrtHOUGH books are constantly issuing from the press, and
the country kept literally flooded with new publications, yet but
few of them meet the real wants of the age, and many of them
are of no permanent practical benefit to the world. Such a work
as is comprised in ‘¢ The Bible of Bibles ’’ is a desideratum. It
has been long and loudly called for. It is a moral necessity, and
partially supplies one of the great moral wants of the times. It
is true, hundreds of works have been published embracing criti-
cisms on the Bible, and attempting to expose some of its numer-
ous errors, and portray some of its evil influences upon those
who accept it as a moral guide. Yet it is believed that the
present work embraces the first altempt to arrange together, or
make out any thing like a full list of, the numerous errors of
¢¢ the Holy Book.”” And yet it falls far short of accomplishing
this end; for, although more than two thousand errors are
brought to notice, a critical research would bring to light sev-
eral thousand more. It will be observed by the reader, that there
has been a constant effort on the part of the author to abridge,
contract, and compress the contents of the volume into the
smallest compass possible to be attained compatible with per-
spicuity. Every chapter, and almost every line, discloses this
policy. In no other way than by the adoption of such an expe-
dient could two thousand biblical errors have been brought to
notice in a single volume. The adoption of the most rigid rules
of abbreviation and compression alone could have accomplished
it; and this policy has been carried out even in making cita-
tions from the Bible. Such superfluous words and phrases have
been dropped as could be spared without impairing the sense or
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real meaning of the text. And yet, with this unceasing effort to
compress and abridge the work, it falls so far short of portray-
ing fully all the errors and evils which a critical investigation
shows to be the legitimate outgrowth of our Bible religion, that
the author contemplates following it with another work, which
may complete an exposition of nine thousand errors now known
to be comprised in ‘¢ the Holy Book.”” The title will probably
Ve, ¢ The Bible in the Light of Ilistory, Reason, and Science.’’
He intends also to rewrite and republish soon, and probshly
enlarge, his ** Biography of Satan,’’ so as to make it entirel;" a
new work.
I. JEBOVAR.

The author desires the reader to bear it specially in mind
that his criticisms on the erroneous conceptions and representa-
4ons of God, as found in the Christian Bible, appertains in all
cases to that mere imaginary being known as the Jewish Jcho-
vah, and has no reference whatever to the God of the universe,
who must be presumed to be a very different being. The God
of Moses, who is represented as coming down from heaven, and
walking and talking, eating and sleeping, traveling on foot
(and barefoot, so as to make it necessary for Abraham to
wash his feet) ; and who is also represented as eating barley-
cakes and veal with Abraham (Gen. xviii.) ; wrestling all night
with Jacob, and putting his thigh out of place; trying to kill
Moses in a hotel, but failing in the attempt ; and as getting van-
quished in a battle with the Canaanites ; and also as frequently
getting mad, cursing and swearing, &c., —such was the char-
acter of Jehovah, the God of the Jews,—a mere figment of
the imagination. Hence he is a just subject of criticism.

II. Tee Revamionsare oF THE OLD AND NEw TESTAMENTS.

Some of the representatives of the Christian faith, when the
shocking immoralities of the Old Testament are pointed out,
attempt to evade the responsibility by alleging that they do not
live under the old dispensation, but the mew, thereby intimat-
ing that they are not responsible for the errors of the former.
Bat the following considerations will show that such a defense
is fallacious and entirely untenable ; ==
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1. It takes both the Old and the New Testaments to consti-
tate ‘¢ the Holy Bible,”” which they accept as a whole.

2. Both are bound together, and circulated by the million, as
possessing equal credibility and equal authority.

3. Both are quoted alike by clergymen and Christian writers.

4. The New Testament is inseparably connected with the
ond.

5. The prophecies of the Old form the basis of "the New.

6. Both are canonized together under the word ¢¢ holy."”’

7. Nearly all the New-Testament writers, including Paul,
indorse the Old Testament, and take no exception to any of
its errors or any of its teachings. For these reasons, to accept
one is to accept the other. Both stand or fall together.

Nots.— Christ modified some of Moses’s errors, but indorsed most of the Old Testa-
ment errors.
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CHAPTER III.

WHY THIS WORK WAS WRITTEN.

Taxee are in this and other Christian countries more than
one hundred thousand clergymen who spend a portion of each
recurring sabbath in presenting the claims, and dilating upon
the beauties and benefits (some real and some imaginary), of
the religion of the Christian Bible. They claim that it is the
religion for this age, and a religion that should be adopted by
the whole human race; but they present but one side of the
picture, and but one phase of the argument. A witness before
a jury is required to ¢ tell the truth, and the whole truth ;’’ but
the priesthood dare not do this with respect to the errors and
defects of their religion. They would lose their congregations
and their salaries also. But few clergymen possess the moral
courage to turn state’s evidence against their pockets or their
¢¢ bread and butter.”’ It is a sad reflection that they are hired,
and required to conceal whatever errors may loom up before
their moral vision in the investigation of the principles of their
religion, or the Bible on which it is founded. They are placed
in the position of an attorney who is sworn to be true to his
client at any sacrifice of truth and moral manhood. Whatever
may be their moral convictions with respect to the sinfulness or
evil consequences or demoralizing effects of continuing to
preach the intellectually dwarfing and morally poisoning doc-
trines originated in, and adapted only to, the dark and undevel-
oped ages of the past, when the race was under the dominion
of the animal and blind propensities, yet they must do it. They
must continue to preach these errors, to sustain these evils, and
maintain their false positions, or lose their salaries and their
popular standing in society. It is a very unfortunate position
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to be placed in; but, self-interest being the ruling principle of
the age, we cannot reasonably expect the clergy will do any
thing toward enlightening the people on the errors and immoral
influences of their religious doctrines, or the substitution of a
better system, until human nature has advanced to a higher
moral plane. On the contrary, we must expect they will con-
tinue to blind the people, pervert the truth, magnify every
imaginable good quality of their religious system ; while, on the
otuer Land, they will as sedulously attempt to hide every defect
which either they or others may discover in their Bible. This
state of things in the religious world imposes upon the moral
reformer the solemn necessity of employing the most effectual
lever, and of adopting every available moral means, to counter-
act this morally deleterious influence of the clergy, and arrest
the tide of evil which follows in their wake as the legitimate
fruits of a course of conduct dictated by policy instead of prin-

ciple.
II. Tue MoraL TruUTHS OF THE BIBLE.

Some of our readers will doubtless be disposed to ask why we
have not occupied a larger portion of this work in exhibiting the .
beauties and benefits of the religion and system of morals set
forth in the Bible. The answer to the question is fully antici-
pated in the preceding remarks. It is simply because fifty
thousand tongues and pens are almost constantly employed in
this work. They do it and overdo it. This renders it a work of
supererogation on our part; while, on the other hand, we find
the errors and evils of the Bible and its religion, which they
overlook or neglect to expose, 80 very numerous, that we can
not exhibit them in a single volume, unless we allow but a lim-
ited space to a repetition of what is done by them every week.
This is our reason for appearing to pursue a one-sided policy.

III. War Resorr 10 RipicUre?

We hope we shall not be misunderstood or condemned ty any
reader for appearing to indulge frequently in a spirit of levity
in attempting to expose the logical and moral absurdities of the
Bible. We have assumed this license more from an appre-
bended moral necessity than from a natural disposition. Ridi-
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cule is now generally acknowledged by moralists to be a most
potent weapon for the demolition of error. Moral and religious
absurdities, according to Cicero, can be arrested and put down
much sooner by ¢ holding them up to the light of ridi than
by any other means that can be employed.’”” Let no one, then,
oppose the use of such means simply because it may disturb a
sensitive feeling in his own mind, derived from a false educa-
tion. A critical investigation of religious history discloses the
important fact, that the conviction established in the popular
mind that it is wrong to indulge in a feeling of levity when
writing or discoursing on religious subjects is the work of the
clergy. Having discovered that many of the narrations of
their Bible, and likewise many of the tenets of their creeds, are
really ridiculous when examined in the light of science, reason,
‘and sound sense, in order to prevent these ridiculous features
of their systems from being exposed, they taught the people
that ridicule is entirely out of place in matters of religion, and
that such feelings, or language expressive of such feelings,
should be entirely suppressed. And it is principally by the
invention of this expedient, and the establishment of this con-
viction in the public mind, that the clergy have succeeded in
keeping the ridiculous errors of their creeds concealed from age
to age. And to continue this policy longer is only to yield to
their interests, and prolong those evils still longer which have
been perpetuated for centuries by the adoption of this expedi-
ent. No other argument or apology is necessary than this as a
justification of the limited extent to which the language of ridi-
cule has been employed in this work. It is an egregious error,
which is the offspring of an erroneous education and habit, to
suppose that ridicule is more out of place on religious subjects
than on other subjects. O. S. Fowler has fully established this
as a scientific fact on phrenological grounds. We should be
quite sorry to wound the feelings of any sensitive mind by any
language made use of in this work, and hope this explanation,
will prevent such results.

TaE PrINCTIPAL DESIGN OF THIS WORK.

As a critical examination of the Christian Bible discloses the
fact that it contains several thousand moral snd scientific
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errors, and as experience proves the tendency of such errors
is to corrupt the moral feelings and check the intellectual
growth of all who read and believe ¢¢ the Holy Book,’’ we have,
since arriving at this conviction, considered it to be our duty
not only to expose these errors, but also to discourage the
habitual reading of the Bible with any other view than to learn
its real character. And more especially do we earnestly advise
parents not to place the Bible in the hands of their children till
they arrive at an age when a more mature judgment can enable
them to discriminate between its truths and its errors. And
we likewise entreat all moralists and philanthropists, and all
lovers of truth and virtue, as they desire the moral growth and
moral reformation of the world, to exert their influence to stop
the shipment of the Christian Bible to foreign lands to be cir-
culated among the uncultured and credulous heathen. Here is
disclosed one of our principal reasons for writing this work.
We wish to make it a voice of remonstrance against placing
any of those morally defective books called Bibles in the hands
of the ignorant and impressible heathen, or the children of
Christian countries, until their minds become sufficiently forti-
fied by age and experience to resist or withstand the demoral-
izing influence of their bad precepts and bad examples as ex-
posed in this work.

Dox’t REap PernNicious Books.

The Quaker Church (of which the author was once a mem-
ber) have a clause in their discipline forbidding their members
to read pernicious books, which are defined by one of the found-
ers of the Church (William Penn) to be ¢¢ such books and pub-
lications as contain language which appears to sanction crime or
wrong practices, or teach bad morals.”” And hundreds of cases
cited in this work prove that the Christian Bible may be ranked
with works of this character. If the advice of the Hindoo
editor had been complied with many years ago, — to *¢ revise all
Bibles, and leave out their bad precepts and examples,’”’ and
change their obscene language, — the Christian Bible might now
be a very useful and instructive book. But we are willing to
leave it to the conscience of every honest reader, who places
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truth and morality above Bibles and creeds, to decide, after
reading this work, whether the Bible, with all its ennobling pre-
cepts, does not contain too strong an admixture of bad morality
to make it a safe or suitable book to be relied on as a guide in
morals and religion. According to Archbishop Tillotson, Bibles
shape the morals and religion of the people in all religious coun-
tries, —they are derived from the examples and precepts of
these ¢ Holy Books.’”” If this be true, we most solemnly and
seriously put the question to every Bible reader, What must be
the effect upon the morals and religion of Christian countries of
such moral examples as Abraham, Moses, Noah, Isaac, Jacob,
David, Solomon, and nearly all the prophets, with their long
string of crimes, as shown in this work? Let us not be guilty
of the folly of suffering our inherited, stereotyped predilections,
and exalted veneration for ‘¢ the Holy Book,’’ to rule our moral
sense, and control our judgment in this matter, but muster the
moral courage to look at the thing in its true light. Let us be
independent moralists and philanthropists, rather than slaves to
Bibles and creeds. ‘¢ Every book,’’ says a writer, ¢ has a spirit
which it breathes into the minds of its readers ; >’ and, if it con-
tains bad morals or bad language, the habitual reading of it will
gradually reconcile the mind to those immoral lessons, and
finally cause them to be looked upon as God-given truths. Such
is the omnipotent force of habit. And we appeal to all Bible
rcaders to testify if this has not been their experience. All
Christian professors, when they first commenced reading the
Bible, doubtless found many things in it which shocked their
moral sense, did violence to their reasoning faculties, and morti-
fied their love of decorum. But a perseverance in reading it,
through the force of habit and education, has finally reconciled
their minds to those immoral lessons, and blinded the judgment,
so that they are not now conscious of their real character and
deleterious influence upon the mind.

Two TrousaNp BiBLE Errors.
One of the strongest and most solemn lessons of human ex-
perience, and proofs of the blinding effect of a false religious
education, may be found in the fact that the two thousand Bible
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errors brought to notice in this work have been overlooked from
age to age by the great mass of Bible readers. So absolutely
and deplorably blinded have they been in some cases, as to lead
them to conclude, like Dr. Cheever of New York, that ‘¢ the
Bible does not contain the shadow of a skhade of error from
Genesis to Revelation.”” Such a perversion and stultification
of the reasoning faculties was never excelled in any age or
coantry. St. Augustine furnishes another striking illustration
of the total wreck of mind and moral principle which an obsti-
nate determination to accept the Bible with all its errors is
capable of effecting. Having found a great many absurdities in
the Bible which he could not reconcile with reason and sense,
and hence discovering he must either give up his Bible or his
reason, he chose the latter alternative, and declared in his
¢ Book of Sermons’’ (p. 33), ¢‘ I believe things in the Bible
because they are absurd. I believe them because they are
impossible ’’ (as glaring an absurdity as ever issued from human
lips). Such a desperate expedient to save his Bible and creed
from going overboard shows that they had demoralized his
mind, and made a complete wreck of his reason. This is the
writer who declared he found and preached to a nation of people
who had but one eye, and that situated in their foreheads, and
another nation who had no heads, but eyes in their breasts. It
seems a pity that this single-eyed nation became extinct; for
Christ declared, ‘¢ If thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
full of light.”” Such an embodiment of light might have done
much to enlighten the world. And this St. Augustine is the
writer whom Eusebius pronounces ¢¢ the great moral light of
the Christian Church.”” And St. Irenseus furnishes another
deplorable example of the prostration or perversion of the moral
faculties by accepting the Bible as a standard for morals when
he justified -the crime of incest by pointing to the example of
¢t righteous Lot’’ and his daughters. The celebrated Albert
Barnes was made a victim of great mental suffering for many
years by his laborious but' ineffectual attempts to reconcile the
Bible with the dictates of reason. Hear what he says about the
matter. We will present the case in his own language : ‘¢ These
difficulties (cf reconciling the teachings of the Bible to rea-
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son) are probably felt by every mind that ever reflects on the
subject ; and they are unexplained, unmitigated, and unremoved.
I confess, for one, that I fecl them, and feel them more sensibly
and powerfully the more I look at them, and the longer I live.
I do not understand them, and I make no advance toward
understanding them. I do not know that I have a ray of light
upon this subject which T had not when the subject first flashed
across my soul. I have read what wise and good men have
written upon the subject; I have looked at their theories and
explanations ; T have endeavored to weigh their arguments, —
for my whole soul pants for light and relief on these questions:
wut I get neither; and, in the anguish and distress of my soul, 1
confess I get no light whatever. I sce not one ray-to disclose
to me the reason why sin came into the world, why the earth is
strewn with the dying and the dead, and why man must suffer
to all eternity. I have never seen a particle of light thrown on
these subjects that has given a moment’s ease to my tortured
mind. . . . I trust that other men . . . have not the anguish
of spirit which I have. But I confess, when I look on a world
of sinners and sufferers, upon death-beds and graveyards, and
upon a world of woe filled with hosts to suffer for ever ; and when
I see my friends, my parents, my family, my people, my fellow-
citizens — when I look upon a whole race — all involved in this
sin and danger ; and when I see the great mass of them wholly
unconcerned ; and when I feel that God only can save them, and
yet he does not do it,—I am struck dumb. It is all dark —
dark — dark to my soul; and ¥ cannot disguise it ’> (Practical
Sermons, p. 124). There, reader, you have the candid confes-
sion of an honest-minded, orthodox, and one of the ablest and
most talented writers that ever wielded the pen in defense of the
Christian faith. And if such a talented and logical mind could
find no reason, consistency, or moral principle in the dogmas of
orthodoxy, we may readily ask, Who can? Thousands of other
orthodox clergymen have doubtless been perplexed with the same
difficulties, but have not had the honesty to confess it. Those
who do not now perceive them can find the reason by putting
their hands on their own heads. They will find their intellects or
logical brains defective. Moral philosophers now find no diffi-
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culty in solving any of those problems which so much perplexed
the mind of Mr. Barnes. They are all false and unfounded dog-
mas, except the prevalence of death and disease in the world.
And these casualties are now known to be amongst the wisest
and most useful dispensations of nature. (See chapter headed
Natural and Moral Evil.) And had Mr. Barnes ascended to the
plane of mental and moral science, instead of remaining down in
tue dark, orthodox, theological cellar, trying to squeeze truth
. out of old, dead, dried-up, dusty, theological dogmas, he would
have readily found the solution to all his problems, and would
have rejoiced in thus emerging into the glorious sunlight of
truth.
BiBLEs USeFuL IN THEIR PrLACE.

‘We do not question but that Bibles served a useful purpose
for those nations and tribes by whom and for whom they were
written; but as they only represent the imperfect moral and
religious conceptions of that age, and have always been sacredly
guarded from improvement, to make them the rule of zction for
any subsequent age would be to stop all moral and religious
improvement. It is strikingly evident that society can make no
improvement while it follows a Bible which is interdicted from
improvement. It must remain stationary, with respect to reli-
gion and morals, so far as it is tied to an unchangeable book.
Bibles in this way become masters of human thought, and
shackles for the soul, and thus inflict serious evils upon society by
their tendency to stop all moral, and religious progress. Three
thousand or ten thousand years may elapse, and no improve-
ment can be made in the religion or morals of the people
while the Bible from which they emanate is prohibited from
improvement. Thus Bibles inflict a death-like torpor und stag-
nation upon the moral and intellectual progress of society so
far as their precepts are lived up to; that is, so far as the
assumption that there can be no improvement in the teachings
of the Bible is practically observed. It is the source of a pleas-
ing reflection, however, to know that most Bible believers habitu-
ally violate their own principles by trampling this assumption
under foot. Otherwise we would have remained eternally in a
state of barbarium.
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CHAPTER IV.
THE BEAUTIES AND BENEFITS OF BIBLES.

Tuere is displayed in all Bibles a devout recognition of moral
principles, and a strong manifestation of moral feeling. The
disciples of all Bibles manifest an ardent aspiration for some-
thing higher, something nobler, —a mental struggle to reach a
higher plane. This moral aspiration is displayed in almost
every chapter; and there are in all Bibles veins of beantiful
thought coursing through their pages. All of them contain
moral precepts which are in their nature elevating and enno-
bling, and which, if practically recognized, would have done
much to improve the morals and enhance the happiness of their
disciples ; and all Bibles are valuable as fragments of religious
history, and as indicating the state of religion and morals of the
people who originated them. Their numerous outbursts of
religious feeling indicate the depth of their devotion; while
their many noble moral aphorisms indicate an appreciation of,
and a desire for, a higher moral life than they were able to prac-
tice because of the strength of their animal feelings. This is
especially true of the Jews, and also of the early Christians.
They had a partial perception of a true moral life, and a dcsire
at times to practice it; but that desire was counteracted and
beld in check by their still stronger animal natures and animal
}ropensities.

A HiGHER PLANE OF DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN ATTAINED.

There can be no question, from the light derived from the
twofold avenues of science and history, but that the great prin-
ciple of universal progress, which is carrying every thing for-
ward to a higher plane and state of perfection, has elevated the
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most advanced nations of the present age beyond and above the
religion and morals prevalent in the world when the Jewish and
Christian Bible was written, which makes it very unsuitable for
the present advanced state of society. An investigation of the
science of anthropology discloses the very significant and impor-
tant fact, that the religious feelings of the founders and early
representatives of the Jewish and Christian religions were under
the control of their animal natures, which accounts for their
frequent use of obscene language, and their frequent indul-
gence in the practice of every species of crime with the full
sanction of the principles of their religion. And they cherished
the conviction that those things had the divine sanction.

Look AT THE DIFFERENCE.

The moral and religious feelings of the early Jews and Chris-
tians co-operated with their animal propensities; and the latter
held supreme sway over the former: while the moral and reli-
gious feelings of the most advanced minds of the present day
co-operate, not with the animal, but with the intellectual. This
makes a very important and very marked difference, and makes
the semi-animal religion of the past very unsuitable for the pres-
ent age. Please note this point, friendly reader.

BiBLE WRITERS HONEST.

It may readily be conceded that the writers and compilers of
all Bibles were honest, and that all the errors which those Bibles
embrace, and the crimes which they sanction, were honestly
believed to be right, and in accordance with the will of God.
For all sacred history teaches us, as an important lesson of
human nature, that no errors are too gross, no crimes too enor-
mous, no statements too false or absurd, no contradictions too
glaring, and no stories too preposterous or too ridiculous, to
rezeive the. fullest indorsement of the most honest and pious
minds, and to be even cherished by them as God-given or
divinely rev nled truths, when such has been their teaching
every day of their lives, in connection with the habitual sup-
pression of the voice of reason, and the inherited conviction of

AN
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sand preceding gencrations. A strong and unyielding cord of
religious conviction thus grows in the human mind, which no
reason, no philosophy, and no scicnce can ever sever or even
shake. It becomes a moral canker, which no remedy can reach,
or arrest in its progress. It seems to grow into the very heart-
strings. Such is the strength of religious prejudice, such the
weak side of human nature. Three hundred millions of people
believe in the Hindoo religion, one hundred millions in the
Chinsse religion, two hundred millions in the Mahomedan reli-
gion, and one hundred and fifty millions in the Christian re-
ligion, —all for the samec reasons, becausc their parents so
believed, and taught them, and their neighbors still believe it ;
and surrounding influences have caused them to continue in
their erroneous belief.

After the illuminating rays of the sun of science had to some
extent dispelled the religious errors of our early education,
the case was so plain, that we entered upon the work of trying
to convince others, with sanguine hopes of success. But expe-
rience has established the conviction in our mind, that if every
text of the Christian Bible were a falsehood, and every line of
their creeds an absurdity, there are many devout admirers of
the book who could never be made to sce it, because they are
ruled by their religious feelings, and not by their reasoning fac-
ulties ; and hence they will live and die in their moral and
religious errors. But we rejoice in the omnipotent power of
truth, which will finally dispel all error from progressive minds.

GENERAL CrLAmMs oF BiBLes.

More than twenty sacred books have been found in various
countries, which, if not in all cases denominated Bibles, have
at least been venerated and used as such, and, properly speak-
ing, are Bibles. Hence we shall call them Bibles. The list in
this chapter comprises nearly all which recent research has
brought to light. A brief synopsis of the character and contents
of each will be presented, so far as a comparative view with the
Christian Bible seems to make it requisite.

All of these Bibles possess some common characteristics : —

1. All of them were claimed to be inspired.
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2. All were claimed to be an embodiment of wisdom and
knowledge far transcending the ordinary attainments of man.

3. All were penned by inspired men, who were shielded from
the possibility of erring while writing them.

4. Each Bible is a finality in religious knowledge.

5. Each one is an authority from which there is no appeal.

6. It is a sin to question or doubt the truth of any of them,
or to suggest the possibility of their containing errors.

7. Some of them were written by God, some by angels, and
others by inspired men.

8. Each one points out the only safe and certain road to
heaven.

9. He who is a disbeliever in any one of these holy books
is an infidel.

10. Each one is to effect the.salvation of the whole human
ruce.
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CHAPTER V.
TWENTY-SEVEN BIBLES DESCRIBED.

Tee Hmwpoo BisLes.—1. TeHE VEDas.

TaE Veda is considered to be the oldest sacred book of the
Hindoos, and is evidently the oldest Bible now extant. There is
a vast amount of evidence to prove that it was written long before
the time of Moses, which establishes the fact that it borrowed
nothing from the.Jews or Jewish writings. They purport to be
the inspired utterances of very ancient and holy saints and
prophets, known as Rishis, who received them directly from the
mouth of the great God Brahma about nine thousand years ago,
after they had existed in his mind from all eternity. These
‘“ holy men,’’ by their devout piety and unreserved devotion to
the cause of God and religion, it was believed, had attained
to true holiness and heavenly sanctity. The Vedas treat of the
attributes of God, and his dealings with the human race; his
invisibility and spirituality ; his unchangeableness, omniscience,
omnipotence, and omnipresence ; the nature ang binding force
of his laws; the doctrine of future rewards and punishments ;
frequent and wonderful display of divine power, called miracles,
&c. It contains, likewise, many noble, lofty, and beautiful
moral precepts. It also treats, to some extent, of astronomy,
medicines, and government. The May number of ¢ The New-
York Tribune’’ for 1838 contains a very interesting account
of the recent translation of the Vedas into the English language,
from which we will make a few extracts: ¢ The whole of the
Veda is now being published for the first time by the East-
India Company, by which the reader will learn that most of the
odious things which have been charged to it are false. They
are not found therein. They are Clristian forgeries; such as
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the burning of widows on the funeral pile of their husbands, the
marriage of children, the doctrine of caste, &c. None of these
things are taught or countenanced by the Vedas. The man who
believes in the Vedas approximates to a Christian.”” (Mark
this statement, Christian reader!) Mr. Greeley further says:
¢¢ The highest authority for the religion of the Brahmins is the
Vedas. The most elaborate arguments have been framed by
its devout believers to establish its divine origin and absolute
authority. They constantly appeal to its authority, and, in
controversy with Mahomedan and Christian missionaries >’ (Ma-
homedazs have missionaries among them, observe), ¢ they
invariably fall back on the Vedas, —referring to it with great
confidence in support of any thing they wish to establish as di-
vine. There is no doctrine of Christianity which has not been
anticipated by the Vedas.”” What is that you say, Mr. Gree-
ley? ¢ They have all the doctrines of Christianity!’’ Is that
possible? All the holy and inspired doctrines of Jesus Christ,
the great divine Lawgiver and Savior of the world, found in an
old heathen Bible, written more than two thousand years before
a single line of the doctrines of Christ was penned! Ilere is one
of the most astounding announcements ever made to the world.
The reader, perhaps, will suppose that Mr. Greeley was an infi-
del ; but here, again, is something most astonishing : Mr. Gree-
ley was up to this time a sound member of a Christian church,
and withal a truthful writer. Such an announcement ought to
have startled the whole Christian world, and set them to inves-
tigating the matter. But, like the disciples of all the heathen
religions, they are immovably fixed in the errors of their faith,
and turn a deaf ear to all criticism, and all honest inquiry relat-
ing to the truth of its claims. Such is the tenacity of their
inherited convictions of being right, their assumption of infalli-
bility, their aversion and opposition to investigation, that, if
every .ine of their Bible was a falsehood, but few of them would
find it out.

There are four works which come under the name of Vedas,
known as the Rig Veda, Yojur Veda, Sama Veda, and Athar-
va Veda. Each of these Bibles is constituted of various books,
probably the work of different writers. Each Veda is accompa-
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nied by psalms or hymns, known as the ¢¢ Sanhita,’”’ and also
by a sort of prose treatise or commentary, called’ the ¢ Brah-
mana,’’ which possesses a ritualistic or didactic character, —all
of which were believed to be inspired. ¢¢ Never has the theory
of inspiration,’’ says Mr. Amberly, ¢‘ been pushed to such ex-
tremes as in the case of the Vedas. They were believed by
some to be the direct creation of Brahma,’’ while the hymns
which accompany them were claimed to be the inspired produc-
tions of holy men and prophets (Rishis). The Vedas was the
standard authority in all cases; and any doctrine, opinion, or
slatement at variance with the Vedas was to be rejected as
false. ‘¢ And as for a contradiction in the Holy Book,’’ says
Mr. Amberly, ¢ the thought was not to be entertained for a
moment as possible.”” Such a conclusion they ascribed to the
reader’s wrong interpretation of its language. Such was the
extreme veneration in which the book was held, that every text,
word, and even syllable, was counted. A Brahmin was not al-
lowed to marry till after he had devoted several years to study-
ing the Holy Book ; And, to attain to complete holiness, the dis-
ciple mast commit the Rig Veda to memory, or read it through
on his bended knees. The Vedas represent God as being ‘¢ one
and indivisible,”’ and ¢* merciful to sinners.”” And Bralmins
and Budhists, when they pray for sinners or for their enemies,
manifest a spirit of kindness and forgiveness not equalled by
Christians.

The Budhists had many churches and many priests, who
taught the people to lead virtuous lives, and to avoid the com-
mission of every species of crime, including the use of intoxi-
cating drinks. And in no other system was ever benevolence and
charity, and also chastity, more emphatically enjoined, or more
consistently practiced. The Vedas teach that every good act
has its reward, and every bad act its punishment. Its disci}.les
are taught that many saviors (Avators) have appeared on earth
at different periods to suffer and die for the people; the last of
which was Salavahana, cotemporary with Christ. God Sakia is
of great veneration amongst them, and prayers are often ad-
dressed to him. Many tales are told of his goodness, self-
denial, suffering, and sacrifice for the people, which leads to the
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conclusion that he was a pure, holy, and unselfish being. He
gave utterance {o many noble and morally exalting precepts.
His principal precepts were comprised in six commandments :
1. ¢ Not to'kill any living creature.”” 2. ¢ Not to steal.”” 8.
¢¢ Not to commit unchastity.”” 4. ¢ Not to lie.”” 5. ¢ Not to
drink intoxicating drinks.”” 6. ¢ Not to lay up treasures upon
earth.”” These are a few of his leading precepts, and which he
himself practiced. In the observance of the last precept, he
and his followers have excelled almost every Christian on earth,
as their Bible contains the same precept, but none of them try to
practice it. Hence the Hindoos are in this respect much better
Christians than the Christians themselves. Here it may be
noted that the Hindoos, like the disciples of the Christian faith,
have had various ecclesiastical councils to settle the canon of
their Bible or some controverted doctrinal questions. One of the
most noted of. these councils was called under the reign of
King Asoka in the year 246 B.C. It was constituted of seven
hundred ¢¢ learned and accomplished priests.”” But they could
not stop the progress of infidelity, as they essayed to do. It con-
tinued to increase till another council was called under the reign
of King Kanishka, and another revision of the sacred text took
place. But, as in Christian and Mahomedan countries, it tended
rather to unsettle than to settle the popular faith. Nothing can
arrest the intelligence and growth of progressive minds. Skep-
ticism and infidelity will continue to increase whenever the mind
is unfettered by priestcraft, till the last credal institution is
swept from the face of the earth, and ceases to curse the human
family.
II. Tee InNstrrUTES OF MENU.

¢t The Code of Menu,”’ or ‘¢ Institutes of Menu,’’ constitutcs
another sacred book of the Hindoos. The Rev. Mr. Allen says
of it: ¢* It is a code of religious and civil laws, and makes a
part of the Hindoo Scriptures.”” It is in many respects simi-
lar to the Vedas, and is almost equal to it in age; and, like
the Vedas, it is a standard of faith and a guide for moral action.
Hindoos call it Menu Darma Shastra, ‘¢ the ordinances of God.”’
¢+ As these ordinances, or divine laws,’’ says Mr. Allen, ‘¢ pro-
fess to be of divine origin, kings have no authority to change
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them. Their duty was to administer their governments accord-
ing to their teachings.’” All classes of people were required to
live up to them. ¢ In these respects,”’ says Mr. Allen (p.
366), ¢ they resemble the laws given by Moses, and contained
in the Old Testament.”’ These Institutes treat on the subject
of creation, the doctrine of future rewards and punishments,
and also define many of the duties of life.

ITI. RAMAYANA.

With respect to age, the Ramayana is generally ranked next
to the Code of Menu, and is equally adored as a holy and in-
spired book, and ‘¢ may be classed,’’ says Mr. Allen, ‘¢ with the
Hindoo Scriptures.’’ It treats of the war in Heaven, in which
the dragon, or serpent-devil, was cast to the earth. To put an
end to his ravages here, the Savior and incarnate God Chrishna
was sent down. Christ, we are told, ‘¢ came to destroy the devil
and his works.’”’ Col. Sherman tells us, in his ‘¢ Recollections
of an Indian Official,”’ that ‘¢ the people (Hindoos) assured us
this Bible was written, if not by the hand of the Deity himself,
at least by his inspiration; and, if asked if any absurdity that
may be pointed out in the book be true, they reply with great
naiveté, ¢ Is it not written in the Holy Book? and how could it
be there, and not be true?’ ’’ — exactly the same defense that is
often set up for the Christian Bible by its educationally warped
admirers. It is believed the great Hindoo prophet, Vyas, wrote
much of this Bible, or ‘¢ Inspired Poem,’’ as same call it.

IV. THE MAHABARAT.

The origin of this sacred book is considered to be very nearly
co-eval with that of the Ramayana. It has an appendix, or
epistle, called the ‘¢ Bagkavat Gita,’’ which, on account of its
high tone of spirituality, has attracted much attention in Europe.
The Hindoos believe the Mahabrat is highly inspired, and that
every event noticed in it was recorded before it took place ; thus
making it in the highest degree prophetic. ¢‘Its author, they
claim,’’ says Mr. Allen, *‘is no other than the incarnate God
Chrishna, of whose life it treats.”” That profound Oriental
scholar, Mr. Wilkins, thinks this and the other sacred books of
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India are more than three thousand years old, as is evidenced
by sculptures in solid rocks. '

V. THE Purans, o PORANAS.

Some Hindoo Holy Scriptures, when arranged together in one
book, are known as the Barta Shastra, of which the Poranas
constitute a part. The last-named work treats of the creation
of the world, and its final destruction and future renovation,
the ¢¢ great day of judgment,’”” Divine Providence, &c.; also
the ordinances and rules for worship, &c.

VI. ANALOGIES OF THE BRAHMIN AND JEWISH RELIGION.

Brahminism and Judaism are each old forms of religion.
Each was superseded by a new and improved form of religion.
Each has a story of creation. Jehovah and Brahma both cre-
ated the sun, moon, and stars (so believed by millions).

1. The spirit of both moved upon the face of the waters.

2. The world is spoken in to existence by both Jehovah and
Brahma.

3. The Hindoos had an Adimo and Iva, the Hebrews an Adam
and Eve.

4. In each case every thing is to produce after its kind.

5. Man is in each case the last and crowning work of the
whole creation. '

6. Both stories set man as a ruler over subordinate creation.

7. Light in each case was spoken into existence.

8. Jehovah and Brahma each occupied six days in the work
of creation.

9. There is a primitive paradise and state of moral purity in
each story.

10. A tree whose fruit produced immortality is noticed in each
cosmogony.

11. A serpent figures in each, and outwits Brahma and Jebo-
vah.

12. Man in each partakes of the fruit of the tree of knowledge.

13. The doctrine of the fall is found in each account. The
means for man’s restoration is provided in each case.

14, Each sacred legend has a story of a war in heaven.
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15. The soul is the breath of life, or breath of God, in each
cosmogony.

16. Labor is imposed as a curse in each case.

17. A moral code of ten commandments is found in each sys.
tem. Not to kill is a command in each decalogue. Steal-
ing is interdicted in each decalogue. Adultery is condemned in
each. Beariug false witness is forbidden by each.

18. Both Brahmins and Jews lost their ‘¢ Holy Law,” or
¢¢ Laws of God.”” One had a Hilkiah, and the other a Bishen,
to find the law.

19. Each had an established order of priesthood. The priest-
hood was hereditary in each case: a tribe. or family furnished
the priests in each case.

20. Both claimed to be God’s pet and holy, or peculiar,
people ; and both styled other nations barbarians or aliens.

21. Both holy nations were forbidden to marry with others ;
and both were too holy to eat with barbarians.

22. Each had a ceremonial law prescribing numerous rites.
The church ceremonies were performed by priests in each.

23. The priests were forbidden to eat meat in both cases.

24. Both Jews and Brahmins worshiped by bloody sacrifices.
Both had their favorite sacred animals. Animal sacrifices wero
by each to arrest public calamities.

25. One interdicted beef, and the other pork, as food.

26. Both prescribed purification after touching dead bodies;
and each religion had a law of purification. Bathing was a
mode of purification in each religion.

27. Each has its ¢ holy *’ places, times, days, cities, moun-
tains, rivers, &c. India, as well as Judea, was considered a
holy land.

28. Each had its holy ground. Both drew off their s::0es on
entering upon holy ground or holy places.

29. Both had their holy days, and the sarse in most
cases.

30. Mount Mera was no less holy than Mount Sinai or Mount
Horeb. Jordan was a sacred river in one case, and Ganges
in the other. Jerusalem was a ¢ holy ’’ city with the Jews, and
Benares with the Hindoos.
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81. Holy fasts and feasts were a part of each religion. Both
made u holy feast at full moon.

32. Each had its holy fires.

33. Both had their holy mysteries kept sacredly guarded.

34. Each prepared and kept holy water for ceremonial
purposes.

35. Both anointed themselves with ‘¢ holy ointment.’’

36. Each claimed to have the only true and ‘¢ holy faith.”’

37. ¢‘“Holy temples’’ were familiar terms to each. Their
temnples were- constructed in a similar manner. Each had a
¢ ganctum sanctorum,’”’ or ‘‘holy of holies.”” Only the holy
priest of both entered the interior sanctum.

38. Both had their drink-offerings (called turpin by the Hin-
doos).

39. Both sprinkled their door-posts with blood.

40. One had a scape-goat, and the other a scape-horse.

41. Both taught that the sins of the father were visited upon
the children.

42. Religious pilgrimages were practiced by each.

43. Both acknowledge and teach one supreme God. Inferior
deities, or angels, are believed in by each. God’s omniscience,
omnipotence, and omnipresence are taught in both Bibles.

44. God is represented to be invisible by each. And ¢ God
is a spirit,”’ and infinitely wise and good, is taught in each.

45. To love God supremely is recommended by each.

46. Both taught that God was a God of power, and assisted
them in their battles.

47. Both taught that a knowledge of God is essential.

48. Silent meditation upon the Lord is recommended by
each.

49. God was to each a refuge in danger and trouble.

50. The government of each was a theocracy, God the
executive.

51. Both religions were constituted largely of external rites.
1n each the pnest was the expounder of the holy books and laws.
¢¢ Patriarchs ’’ was one of the sacred orders of each system.
Holy ¢ prophets >’ figure conspicuously in each system. Bot)
prieats and people were in each case believed to be inspired.
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52. And each had its witnesses to prove the truth and fulfill-
ment of its prophecies.

53. Both held their Holy Bibles as an inspircd guide of right
and wrong.

54. One Bible was from Jehovah, and the other from Brahma.

55. Ezra was inspired to compile the Jewish Bible, and Vyas
the Brahmin. .

56. Each religious order had a holy ark containing something
sacred. )

57. A story of a deluge is found in the Bible of each.

58. The corruption or wickedness of society caused the flood
in each case.

59. The Brahmins had their patriarch Satyavrata, answering
to Noah.

60. Each was forewarned of the flood.

61. Eight persons were saved in each case.

62. In each story a large vessel is prepared. Animals were
saved by pairs in each case. A rainbow is spoken of in each
flood story.

63. For Shem, Ham, and Japhet, the Hindoos have a Sherma,
Charma, and Jyapheta.

64. Charma was condemned to be ¢“a servant of servants,”’
like Ham.

65. Human life was in each traditionally spun out to nearly
a thousand years.

66. One day a thousand years with God, in each system.

67. Both have stories of persons ascending to heaven.

68. Budha was cast into the fiery furnace like the three holy
children.

69. Musavod was a giant in strength like Samson.

70. Rhambha was changed to a pillar of stone, like Lot’s
wife to salt.

71. Mahendra was carried through the air like Habakkuk.

72. A story of Budha answers to that of Damel in the lions’
den.

73. Idolatry is discouraged, but occasionally practiced by each

74. Witchceraft was believed in by each.

75. Here are presented eighty-eight striking analogies.
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VIO. A~xtIQurrY OF INDIA.

Having presented a long list of analogies between the Hindoo
and Jewish religions, we will proceed to prove the prior exist-
ance of the Hindoo system, and leave the reader to deduce his
own inferences. ‘‘In times coeval with the earliest authentic
records,’’ says a writer, ¢ the Hindoos calculated eclipses, and
were venerated for their attainments in some of the arts and
sciences.”” According to the learned astronomer Baily, their
calculations in astronomy extended back to the remote period
of seventeen hundred years before Moses; and some of the
ancient monuments and inscriptions of India bespeak for its
religion a very remote antiquity. Some of our modern learned
antiquarians have expressed the opinion that the Sanscrit lan-
guage of the Brahmins is the oldest language that can be traced
in the history of the human race. They also state that this lan-
guage was extant before the Jews were known as a nation; and
neither it nor their religion has ever been known to change.
These facts are sufficient to establish the existence of the Brah-
min and Budhist systems of religion long prior to the earliest
records of the Jewish nation.

NoTE. — Here we desire to call the attention of the reader to the very
remarkable statement of Col. Dow in his ¢ History of India.”” He tells
us that ‘“‘the Hindoos give a very particular account of the origin of the
Jewish religion > (pref. v.). They say that a pious Hindoo by the name
of Rajah Tura apostatized from the faith, for which he was banished to
the West, where he established a system of religion, which became after-
wards kncwn as the Jewish religion. Tura only needs a change of one
letter to r ake Tera, the father of Abraham. Let the reader make a note
of this.
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CHAPTER VI.

THE EGYPTIAN BIBLE.

THE ¢ HERMAS.”’

Tae sacred books, the ‘¢ Hermas,’’ or ‘¢ Books of Hermas,”’ -
were believed by the Egyptians to have been dictated by the
God Isis, and inspired by him. In their collected capacity
they constituted the Egyptian Bible, and were believed to con-
tain ‘¢ the sum total of human and divine wisdom.’’ Their
great age is undisputed. They treat of the creation of the
world, the attributes of God, and the theogony of the inferior
deities, which answer to angels in the Christian system, as
they hold the same office, and are apparently the same kind of
beings. The ¢ Hermas,”’ like all other Bibles, recognize but
one supreme God, whom it declares to be just, holy, morally
perfect, invisible, and indivisible, and whom it recommends to
be worshiped in silence. This ‘¢ Holy Book '’ contains some
‘ofty and soul-inspiring moral sentiments and useful precepts.

ANALOGY OF THE EGYPTIAN AND JEWISH RELIGIONS.

Modern archeeological researches in Egypt have disclosed a
very striking resemblance between the ancient Egyptian religion
and that found in the Jewish Old Testament, which, with the
evidence of the greater antiquity of the former, has fastened the
conviction upon the mind of every impartial reader of history,
that the Jewish religion was constructed from materials obtained
in Egypt and India; and this conclusion is corroborated by
the Bible itself, which tells us Moses was skilled in all the
wisdom and learning of Egypt, and was by birth an Egyptian.
‘When we compare the doctrines, precepts, laws, and customs of
the two religions, we find but little difference between them.
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Even to the ten commandments there is a striking resemblance.
The account of the creation and the order of its development
is essentially the same in both. 1. The Egyptians had a
leader filling the place of Moses by the name of Hermes; and
his writings were held in similar estimation, as they were be-
lieved to be inspired and dictated by Infinite Wisdom. 2. The
Egyptians had a priesthood of wealth and power, and possess-
ing the same sacerdotal caste as those of the Jews. 3. And
the priesthood, Mr. Pritchard tells us (Debate 116), was heredi-
tary, and confined to a certain tribe, as was that of the Jews.
According to Diodorus Siculus, and also Mr. Wilkinson, nearly
all their ceremonies were essentially the same. 4. And their
religious temples were constructed upon the same model, with an
outer court and an inner court, —a sanctum sanctorum. 5. The
Egyptians had numerous prophets like the Jews. And Herod-
otus says, ‘‘ The art of predicting future events came from the
Egyptians.”” 6. The Egyptians had an ark, or shrine, which
served as an oracle, and was carried about on a pole by a pro-
cession of priests, as the ark of the covenant of the Jews was
by the Levites. The Rev. John Kendrick, in his ¢ Ancient
Egypt,”’ acknowledged that he believed ‘‘the ark of the cov-
enant of the Hebrews was constructed on the model of the
Egyptian shrine.”” 7. Kitto, in his ‘¢ Cyclopedia,’’ says the
Egyptian sphinxes explain what is meant by the cherubims of
the Jews. 8. In theirselection of animals for sacrifices, we find
the same rules were adopted. Each were controlled by the singu-
lar fancy of choosing a red heifer. 9. Each had their scape-
animals to carry away their sins, — the Egyptians an ox, and the
Jews a goat. 10. Both practiced circumcision. And we have
the anthority of Herodotus for saying the Jews and Phcenicians
borrowed the custum of the Egyptians. 11. Both Jews and
Egyptians took off their shoes when approaching a holy place,
which, with the Egyptians, was in the temple. 12. Both believed
in one supreme, over-ruling God, and many subordinates, known
either as angels or deities, which, in their character and their
offices, were essentially the same. And a hundred other analo-
gies might be pointed out, which indicate the Oriental origin of
Judaism.
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AxtIQurTY OF EcGYPT.

As a full comparison will show that the religion of ancient
Egypt and that of the Jews were essentially alike, not only in
their general features but in their most minute details, with
respect to most of their doctrines, precepts, and customs, the
question arises, How came this resemblance? It is out of the
question to consider it merely fortuitous : that one grew out of
the other, or both were derived from a common source, we are
compelled to admit. To determine which was the parent sys-
tem we have only to ascertain which possesses the greater an-
tiquity. This question is very easily settled. A large volume
of facts is at our command which tend to prove that the Egyp-
tians were in a high state of civilization before the Jews were
known to history. The Bible itself partially recognizes this
fact by its frequent allusion to Egypt as a wise and powerful
nation, able at all times to exercise superior sway over the Jews,
and whose wise men, or magicians, could compete with not only
the Jews, but their God, in the performance of miracles; that
is, with the Jews and their God to help them, in achieving the
most astounding feats. They could make any thing that Jeho-
vah could, with the exception of lice. The remote antiquity of
Egypt can be proved by a few facts. The Egyptians have a
carefully preserved list of sixty-one kings, who ruled the empire
between Menes and Amasis, with names and ages given, whose
aggregate reign comprises a period of more than seven thousand
years. Herodotus says they computed with great care and accu-
racy. Manetho tells us Menes reigned seven thousand seven
hundred years ago, which places him more than seventeen
hundred years before Adam. Engravings on monuments,
and writings on papyrus, confirm the statement of Manetho.
And then hieroglyphics on the pyramids of Egypt, with names,
dates, and figures which have recently been deciphered, enable
us to trace the antiquity of Egypt back eight thousand years,
when she is shown to have been in a high state of civilization.
Another fact : Layard and Rawlinson, who recently visited Egypt
as commissioners or agents of the British Government, state that
fragments of pottery have been recently found by digging in the
Valley of the Nile, which, by counting the successive layers, or
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deposits, made b the annual overflowing of the river, are shown
to be not less than eleven thousand years old. Such facts
amount to demonstration, and can not be set aside. And Mr
‘Wilkinson, in his ¢ Manners and Customs of Ancient Egypt,’
adduces another kind of evidence to show the impossibility of
Egypt having obtained her religion from the Jews. He says,
¢¢ The first glimpse we obtain of Egypt shows us a nation far
advanced in the arts and customs and institutions of civilized
life.”” And this was six or seven thousand years ago; while .
the most oonclusive evidence can be adduced to show that no
essential change has been made in her religion since the inscrip-
tions were made on the monuments, some of which bear evi-
dence of being eight thousand or nine thousand years old. 1f
there has been no essential change in her religion for eight thou-
sand or nine thousand years, it is prima facie evidence that she
did not borrow any of her religious tenets of the Jews. Such
facts settle the question more conclusively than the most elabo-
rate argum-nt could do.
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CHAPTER VII.

THE PERSIAN BIBLES.

I. Tee ZeND AVESTA.

Tae Persians, properly speaking, had two Bibles, or Test-
ments, regarded as inspired and of divine authority, —the
Zend Avesta and the Sadder, which may be denominated their
Old and New Testaments. With these may be classed other
sacred books of Persia, known as the ¢ Desatur’’ (or Revealed
Will of God), the ¢ G. Javidan’’ (or Eternal Wisdom), and
the ¢ Sophi Ibraham’® (Wisdom of Ibraham). Hyde, in his
Biography of Brittain, eighth chapter, pronounces the G. Javi-
dan older than the writings of Zoroaster, which were penned
600 B.C.

The Zend Avesta presents a detailed account of creation in
six kappas, or indefinite periods of time; the temptation and
fall of man, and his final restoration; the immortality of the
soul, &c.

II. PersiaN BiBLE — THE SADDER.

The Sadder depicts ‘¢ the war in heaven,’’ in which the great
dragon, or devil, Ahrimanes, is finally slain. This sacred book,
as well as the Zenda Avesta, contains many beautiful precepts.
The Persian sacred writings are all full of prayer and praise to
God. Onec portion addresses him as Ormuzd, another as Ahura
Mazda. None of their Holy Books countenance or show any
favor either for idolatry or polytheism. The Persians have
always opposed the making and worship of deific images; and
they worship but one God, with the above names. One of their
prayers, as a specimen, will show this: ¢ O Ahura Mazda,
thou true and happy being ! aid us to think and speak of thee,
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and do only those things which promote the true welfare of
body and soul. I believe in thee as the just and holy God, thou
living Wise One! Thou art the author of creation, the true
source of light and life. I will praise thee, thou Iloly Spirit,
thou glorious God Mazda! Thou givest with a liberal hand
good things to the impious, as well as to the pious.”” In that
portion of the Zenda Avesta called the ‘¢ Yacna,”’ constituting
seven chapters, it is declared, ‘¢ We worship Ahura Mazda, and
pray for the spread of his religion. We praise Mazda’s reli-
gion, and the pure brotherhood which it established. From the
Holy Spirit Mazda proceeds all good, and he is the source of
perfection and immortality.”’ Here let it be noted that Cyrus
of Persia was teaching the doctrine of immortality of the soul,
while Moses seems never to have thought of such a thing: he
is silent on the subject. Zenda Avesta means ‘ The Living
Word of God.”” It has also been called by its disciples
¢¢ The Revealed Word ;’’ and Ahura Mazda has been called the
¢ God of gods,”’ as the Jews called Jehovah. Who is to settle
this counter-claim?

Sin, repentance, and forgiveness are all recognized in the
sacred books of the Persians. This is evinced by a devout dis-
ciple, when he says, in prayer, ‘I repent, O Lord, of my
wicked deeds in thought and words. Forgive, O Lord: I
repent of my sins.”” A writer says, ‘“ Upon the really fun-
damental duties of man, the Zenda Avesta upholds a high
standard of morality and honesty, and secks to inculcate the im-
mense importance of leading an upright and virtuous life, — such
a life alone as can be pleasing to God and useful to man.”” A
text in this sacred book reads, ‘¢ You can not be a worshiper of
the one true God and of many gods at the same time ;’’ which
is a very explicit avowal of the belief in but one God. This
Persian Bible declares, that one way to advance God’s kingdom
on earth is to confer benefit upon the poor. Its spirit of kind-
ness and sympathetic regard for suffering extends even to the
brute creation. It forbids cruelty to any class of beings, and
enjoins kindness to all. Its psalms, hymns, and liturgies
breathe forth a spirit of deep piety. A compliance with the
divine law is urged as a means of saving the sinner from future
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punishment. The stern moral fortitude of the great teacher
and moral exemplar Zoroaster, in resisting, like Christ, the
temptations of the Evil One, evinces a high appreciation of true
virtue. As a whole, the sacred books of the Persians, like
those of other nations, contain a considerable amount of golden
truth mixed with much rubbish and superstition.

ANALOGY OF THE PERSIAN AND JEWISH RELIGIONS.

Doctor Pocoke says, ‘‘ Many things taught in the sacred
books of the Persians are the same as those taught in the Penta-
teuch of Moses, and other parts of the Bible. They also con-
tain many of the psalms erroneously called by the Jews and
Christians the Psalms of David.”” Sir William Jones, in his
¢ Asiatic Researches,’’ says, ‘‘ The primeval religion of Iran
(Persia) is called by Newton the oldest, and it may justly be
called the noblest, of all religions.”” It teaches ‘¢ a firm belief
that one suprdme God made the world by his power, and governs
it by his providence. It inculcates a pious fear, love, and adora-
tion for God ; also a due reverence for parents and aged persons,
fraternal affection for the whole human species, and a compas-
sionate tenderness even for the brute creation.”” Can as much
as this be said of the Christian religion 7 Mr. Goodrich, after
stating that the ancient Hebrews evidently had no idea of
astronomy as a science, says, ‘‘ The Chaldeans appear to have
made observations on eclipses earlier than the commencement
of written history >’ (‘¢ Ilistory of All Nations,”’ p. 25).

The Chaldeans and Persians have a story of creation essen-
tially the same as that of the Jews. It represents Ormuzd as
creating the world through the word in six kappas, or periods of
time. Previous to that period, nothing but chaos, or darkness,
and water had existed. Ormuzd created, first, the heavens and
the earth; second, the firmament; third, the seas and waters ;
fourth, the sun, moon, and stars; fifth, birds, reptiles, quadru-
peds, &c. ; sixth, man. The Persians and Chaldeans have also
a story of a deluge, in which Xisuthra, béing warned in a dream,
built an ark, in which he saved himself, his wife and daughter,
and the pilot, and a pair of every species of animals, reptiles,
snd birds. After the rain had ceased, he sent out a pigcon,
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which, finding no resting place, came back to the ark. The
second time, it came with mud in its bill, which was a better evi-
dence that the waters had subsided than the leaf which Noah’s
dove returned with, as that might have been picked up while
floating on the waters. They had a giant in strength (a Gaza)
answering to that of Samson. They had a story of a lofty
tower designed to reach to heaven, but the gods destroyed it,
and confounded the language of the builders. The Persians
had their priests, their prophets, their angels, their twelve patri-
&rchs, their holy fires, holy water, and rites of purification, like
the Jews; also their ordinance of water-baptism. Their holy
mountains, holy rivers, and holy waters, their animal sacrifices,
and tiieir sacrament or ceremony of bread and wine, wereall similar
to those of the Jews. Theyhad a Soleimonand a Soleimon’s tem-
ple. Their religion was a theocracy, and was violently opposed
to idolatry ; but, unlike the Jewish religion, it taught the doctrine
of the immortality of the soul, and the lofty idea that the human
mind is an emanation from the divine nature. We find the
principal elements of the Christian system also mixed up with
the doctrines and principles above set forth ; such as two primary
principles of good and evil (Ormuzd and Ahrimanes), termed
by Christians God and the Devil, —two Gods with their two
kingdoms, which were always at war with each other, to mode-
rate which stands Mithra the Mediator, who was born, like
Christ, of an immaculate virgin. For a further elucidation, see
¢ The World’s Sixteen Crucified Saviors.’’

ANTIQUITY OF THE PERSIAN RELIGION.

The historical facts to establish the existence of the Persian
religion long prior to that of the Jews are numerous, cogent,
and unanswerable. They have calculations in astronomy which,
scientists admit, must have been made four hundred years an-
terior to the time of Moses. According to Berosus, fragments
of their history have been found which extend it back fifteen
thousand years; and he tells us it is computed with great care.
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CHAPTER VIII.
CHINESE BIBLES.

KiNGgs AND SHOO.

THE Chinese have various sacred books, the principal of
which are the Five Kings. They have also four Holy Books,
known as Shoo, and one called Tao-te, though the word
King is a term applied to all their sacred books. Some of these
Holy Bibles are attributed to Confucius, one of them (Ta-heo,
the Great Learning) to his grandson, and others to his dis-
ciples. Some of the sects recognize thirteen Kings, or sacred
books, others only seven, and the principal sect but five.
Some of these Holy Books bear a resemblance to the Christian
Gospels, others to the Epistles; and one of them bears a con-
siderable resemblance to Paul’s Epistle to the Ilcbrews. They
are believed to be divinely inspired; and all are regarded as
authority in matters of faith, doctrine, and practice. All of
them inculcate virtue, and condemn vice and immorality. I will
present merely a brief exposition of a few of the leading books.

I. Ta-IIeo; or, GREAT LEARNING.

This b« ok forms the basis of the religious sect known as the
Tao-ists. It treats principally of doctrines, but enjoins many
important duties, — such as family government, the cultivation
of the natural faculties, the acquisition of knowledge, the duty
of being honest and sincere and rectifying the heart, and the
moral obligation of having good rulers and a righteous govern-
ment as means of making all peaceful and happy.

II. TaE CHUNG YUNG; OR, THE DOCTRINE OF THE MEAN.

This book contains the Golden Rule: ‘¢ What you do not
like others to do to you, do not so to them.’”’ It recommends a
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state of harmony in the mental faculties as the path of duty
and the road to happiness and to heaven. It teaches that peo-
ple should follow the dictates of their own consciences, and
cultivate and fully develop their natures. On the whole, it
admonishes a system of moral perfection. It declares that
spiritual beings are constantly around us, and we do nothing
without them, though we do not see nor hear them. Pretty
good spiritualism !

III. TaE Book or MaNae, orR MENCIUS.

Mang, or Mencius, the philosopher, lived about two hundred
years after Confucius. This Holy Book of his was not admitted
into the Chinese canon till several centuries after it was
written. Up to that date it was regarded as apocryphal, but
is now held in high veneration as an inspired book. It affirms
the essential goodness of human nature, instead of the Chris-
tian doctrine of ¢ total depravity.”” It teaches that all men
are possessed of more or less goodness by nature, but are often
corrupted by bad example and bad governments. It argues the
moral right of the people to choose their own rulers.

IV. SuHoo KiNG; OR, Book or Hisrory.

This work is constituted of fifty-eight books. It throws
much light on the history of the Chinese Empire, and bears
evidence of having been written in a very remote age, but was
compiled about 500 B.C. It argues that people are not bad
by nature, and that it is the duty of governments to bless the
good and punish the wicked. Otherwise they need not expect
the blessing of heaven, or the favor of the people. It relates
the case of an emperor who was reformed by reading the IHoly
Book.

VY. Tre See KiNe; or, Book oF PoOETRY.

This book is about as devoid of moral instruction as the
Books of Ruth and Esther in the Christian Bible. It is princi-
pally a display of human emotions and social feelings. Yct
almost every Chinese has committed portions of it to memory.
Being gotten up in the style of a poem, it is well calculated te
enlist the feelings of the devout disciple.
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VI. Tre CHUN TSEN; OR, SPRING AND SUMMER.

This is principally a historical record, and is interpreted s
representing spring and summer. It is held in high estimation
as being the production of the ‘¢ Great Divine Man,”” Confu-
cius; and it is wonderful with what ingenuity its commentators
and teachers have succeeded in extracting from its dry details
about wars, marriages, deaths, travels, eclipses, battles, &c.,
the most profound lessons in morals. Like the admirers and
expounders of other Holy Books in all ages and countries, they
bestow the most recondite spiritual meanings on texts contain-
ing nothing but nonsense, senseless verbiage, or immoral teach-
ings.

© VII. TeE Tao-TE KINGé; OR, DOCTRINE OF REASON.

‘¢ Tao *’ means absolute, and ‘¢ Te’’ means virtue,; which in-
dicates that it teaches absolute virtue. Of all sacred books
this is the most philosophical. It seems to constitute both a
revelation and system of philosophy. It displays considerable
wisdom and beauty, but is not free from those gross and repul-
sive elements which characterize the Christian and some other
Bibles. It declares that God created, cherishes, and loves all
the world. It has no angry God, but one enjoining love and
benevolence, and the return of good for evil, upon all the hu-
man race. It declares God made all beings : his essence formed
them, his might preserves them, his providence protects them,
and his power perfects them. It condemns war and weapons
of death: it says that Tao does not employ them, and all good
men abhor them. It also condemns the possession of worldly
wealth as being in opposition to a spiritual life, and as denoting
the absence of good from the soul. Modesty, mercy, benevo-
lence, and contentment are recommended as the highest of hu-
man virtues. An extensive commentary, written by a Chinese
saint about 160 B.C., goes with this book to explain it, as all
‘¢ divine revelations’’ have to be revealed over agsin by the
priests, who seem to assume that Infinite Wisdom is too igno-
rant of human language to dictate a book that can be under-
stood. Must it not be mortifying to him to have his blunders
thus exposed ?
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ANALOGY OF THE CHINESE AND JEWISH RELIGIONS.

The Christian historian, Mr. Milne, expressed a fear that he
might be condemned for furnishing proof, that, before Jesus was
born, a morality as pure was inculcated in the celestial empire
(China). Asin the Hindoo, Egyptian, and Persian religions,
we find the Jewish and Christian religions here amalgamated
together. The Chinese had a_cosmogony, or story of creation,
similar in some respects to those already noficed.” These sacred
Looks speak of a primitive paradise, in which was a tree of
knowledge and a trfmwaf a deluge and anark. Bap-
“tism, the cross, and the miter are emblematical rites of their
religion. They also taught the doctrine of the eucharist and the
trinity, and practiced circumcision.

The Chinese have a story or tradition of an incarnate God,
Natigai, who, like Christ, was both creator and mediator. His
system of religious faith taughf the doctrine of special provi-
dences, future rewards and punishments, a general judgment-
day, the duty of humility or self-abasement, and the moral and
religious obligation to observe strict temperate habits, and to
devote our whole lives to God, &ec.

The Chinese religion inculcates many beautiful and sublime
moral precepts, which we have not space to notice here.

ANTIQUITY OF THE CHINESE RELIGION.

The historical books of China, comprising a hundred and fifty
volumes, and called ‘¢ The Great Annals,’”’ ard recently trans-
lated by a scientific Frenchman, have a regular chronology, be-
ginning nearly two thousand six hundred years before the period
assigned for the creation of Adam. And they have calculations
in astronomy at that remote period. The learned men of Eu
rope have decided that they made the calculation of an eclipse
about seven hundred years before the time of Moses. These
facts are sufficient to prove the existence of their religion long
anterior to the time of Adam.

CONCLUDING INFERENCE.
In addition to the facts and authorities we have cited to show
that the Hindoo, Egyptian, Persian, and Chinese religions were

i
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all established prior to that of the Jews, there are other facts
which demonstrate the absolute impossibility of any of these
religions obtaining any of their religious elements or doctrines
from the Jews.

1. We find both the Jewish and Christian doctrine inter-
woven into each one of those Oriental systems. Hence, if they
borrowed one, they borrowed both. But that is impossible :
for the Christian system is known to be much younger.

2. Those Oriental religions are all conservative in character ;
so that there has been scarcely any perceptible change in their
doctrines during the thousands of years of their known exist-
ence. Hence their very nature would preclude them from bor-
rowing any new dpctrines.

3. On the contrary, the Jewish mind has been very vacillat-
ing. A disposition to change their religion has been constantly
manifested through their whole history. Such facts as these
settle the question.
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CHAPTER IX.

I. Tue Sorrees’ BisLe — THE Musxavr.

Tue Bible of the Soffees, the ‘¢ Musnavi,’’ teaches that God
exists everywhere and in every thing ; that the soul of man, and
the principle of life throughout all nature, are not from God,
but of God, and constitute a part of his essence; that nothing
exists essentially but God ; and that ‘¢ all nature abounds with
Divine Life.”” Mr. Malcom, in his ¢¢ Ilistory of the Moguls”’
(p- 269), says: ¢ The Soffees are incessantly occupied in
adoring the Almighty, and in a search after truth.”” They are
passionately fond of poetry and music (two essential elements
of civilization). -Their Bible teaches many beautiful moral les-
sons.

II. TaEe Parsees’ BBLE — ¢“ Bour DEescn.”’

The Parsees’ Bible is entitled Bour Desch, which means
¢ Genesis; or, the Beginning of Things.”” Its cosmogony is
similar to that of Moses, though more definite, and probably
written at an earlier period. Its Eden, or primitive paradise,
lasted three thousand years before Kipo (the Devil) entered,
plucked the fruit, handed it to the woman, and thus caused her
downfall, and, after her, that of the whole human race.

III. TeE TaMALESE BIBLE.

We have space for but little more than the titles of other Bi-
bles. i

The Tamalese ‘¢ Holy Book’’ was known as the ¢ Kali-
wakam,”’ and contains some excellent moral precepts.

IV. ScaNpmNaviaN BiBLE.

Saga, meaning ‘¢ Wisdom,”’ is the name of the Scandinavian

*¢ Inspired Volume,’’ so called because it was believed to have
emanated from the fountain of divine wisdom.
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V. Tee KaLuxucs’' BIBLE.

Kaliocham, the Kalmucs’ Bible, was believed to contain in
repletion ¢ all the wisdom of God and man.”’

VI. Tar ATHENIAN BIBLE.

The ancient Athenians had what they claimed to be a ‘¢ Holy
and God-derived Book,”’ called ¢ The Testament.”” Dinarchus
alludes to it in his speech against Demosthenes. It was read
with deep, solemn awe and devoutness.

VII. Tue CaBaLists’ BIBLE.

Yohar, or ¢“ Book of Light,”” the Bible of the Cabalists, re-
lates some wonderful cures and miracles performed by that sect.
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CHAPTER X.

Tae MaHOMEDAR BIBLE — THE KORAN.

THE Koran, or Alkoran, is the most modern in its origin of 22
in the list, having been penned six hundred years later than the
Christian Bible. It differs from most other Bibles in being the
production of a single author, and, for this reason, possesses
more uniformity of style and fewer contradictions than most
other Bibles. Mahomet did not claim to be its author, and did
not write it, but merely dictated it to his secretary Zaid. Like
the founder of the Christian religion, and nearly all the other
great religions of the world, he was very illiterate. Incarnate
Gods and religious chieftains possess no aspiration to become
scholars, and no taste for science. They were governed by feel-
ing and the impulse of religious enthusiasm, which have no affin-
ity for science. Mahomet, however, did not profess to be a God,
but merely a prophet. The Koran, having originated in a later
and more enlightened age than the Christian Bible, possesses
- some superior features, and, of course, is superior to still older
Bibles. It is more consistent in its teachings on the subject of
temperance, as it does not, like the Christian Bible, both sanc-
tion and condemn the use of intoxicating drinks ; but uniformly
forbids the use of it, and even prohibits the manufacture of it.
Tt also shows more respect for the rights of woman by provid-
ing for her maintenance by dowry. It levies a tax on its dis-
ciples of two and one-fourth per cent for the support of the poor.
It enjoins not only kindness and respect for enemies, but a care-
ful provision for their wants.

The disciples of the Koran were taught and believed that
the Holy Book was originated in heaven, and had long been
preserved there by its divine author Allah, and, in the fullness
of time, was handed down, chapter at a time, by the angel
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Gabriel to the prophet Mahomet ; and his scribe Zaid recorded it.
The leading doctrines of the Koran are: the Unity of the God-
head, and the perfection of his attributes ; the joys of paradise,
and the terrors of hell; the awful fate of unbelievers in the
Koran. The Day of Judgment is held up as a terror to evil-
doers and skeptics, and an encouragement to the faithful. Skep-
tics, or unbelievers in the Koran and the Mahomedan religion,
are repeatedly consigned to the same terrible fate (the fires of
hell) that Christ consigns the unbeliever in the Christian religion,
and the same as that to which the founders of other religions
doom those who reject or disbelieve their pretended revelations.
The Koran abounds in precepts of a high moral tone.

Mahomet holds out the idea that Christ was created like
Adam, and therefore was but a man, though a true servant of
God. This, he asserts, was the view of Christ himself. The
doctrine that God could have a son, or that there could be more
than one person in the Godhead, was to him profanity, infidelity,
and downright blasphemy. It is repeatedly denounced in strong
terms in the Koran. All prayer and praises to God are ad-
dressed to him in the singular number. I will cite a few texts
in illustration : ¢¢ Praise be to God, Lord of all worlds, the com-
passionate and merciful King. Thee only do we worship, and
to thee only do we cry for help. Guide us in the right path.”’
¢ The sun is God’s noonday brightness; the moon followeth
him: the day revealeth his glory; and the night enshroudeth
him.’”” ¢ Ile built the heavens, and spread forth the earth.”’
¢ And whoso shall fear God, and do good works, no fear shall
come upon them, neither shall they be put to grief. But those
who turn away from him, he will consign to eternal fire.”” ¢ To
those who believe (the Koran), and do things which are right,
hath God promised forgiveness and a noble recompense.’’

II. TeE MorMONS’ BIBLE —THE BoOK OF MORMON; ALSO
¢“ THE REVELATIONS OF JOSEPH SMITH.”’

This sacred book is claimed to have been found inscribed on
gold plates, situated several feet below the surface of the earth,
in Wayne County, N.Y., in the year 1823, by Joseph Smith, a
pious youth, then only fourteen years of age, who declared he
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received information with respect to the existence of the plates
and their locality from an angel of the Lord, with whom he had
had frequent intercourse for several years. The following is a
description of the plates and original records composing the
book, as furnished by Orson Pratt, one of the ‘¢ Latter-day
Apostles”’ of Jesus Christ: ‘¢ The recorls were engraven on
plates which had the appearance of gold. Each plate was not
far from seven by eight inches in length and width, being not
quite as thick as common tin. They were filled on both sides
with engravings in Egyptian characters, and bound together in
a volume as the leaves of a book, fastened at one edge with
three rings running through the whole. This volume was some-
thing near six inches in thickness, a part of which was sealed.
The characters, or letters, upon the unsealed part were small and
beautifully engraven. The whole book exhibited many marks
of antiquity in its construction, and skill in its engravings.
With the records was found a curious instrument called by the
ancients ¢ Urim and Thummim,’ which consisted of two trans-
parent stones, clear as crystal, set in the two rims of a bow.
It was used in ancient times by persons called seers, by means
of which they received revelations of things past or future.”’

Mr. Smith finally succeeded, with the aid of a profound lin-
guist in New-York City by the name of Anthon, in translating the
whole work into the English language. Several writers testify
that the ground out of which the records were dug was solid, and
covered with a thick and solid growth of grass, presenting no
appearance of having ever been disturbed. The sect now con-
stitutes about three hundred thousand disciples. The following
testimony to the truth of the story is a voluntary offering by
three witnesses : —

Tla'nr\orrr or THREE WITNESSES.

Bo it known unto all nations, tongues, kindred, and people unto whom this work shall
come, that we, through the grace of God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, have
scen the plates which contaln this record, which is a record of the people of Nephi, and
also of the Lamanites. Men, brethren, and also of the people of Jared. And we also
know that they have been translated by the gift and power of God; for his voice hath de-
clared it unto us: wherefore we know of a surety that the work is true. And we also tes-
tify that we have secn engravings which are upon the plates; and they are shown unto us
by the power of God, and not of man. And we declaie with words of soberness, that an
angel of God came down, and that he brought and la 4 before our eyes, and we bcheld
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and saw, the plates and the engravings thereon. And we know it is by the grace of God
and our Lord Jesus Christ that we beheld and bare record that these things are true, and
it is marvclous in our cyes. Neverthcless the voice of the Lord commanded that we should
bear record of it. Wherefore, to be obedient to the commandments of God, we bear tes-
timony of these thirgs. And we know, that if we are faithful in Christ, we shall rid our
garments of the bloud of all men, and be found spotless before the judgment-secat of Christ,
and shall dwell with him cternally in hcaven. And the honor be to the Father and the
8Son and the Holy Ghost, which are one God. Amea.

- OLIVER COWDERY.

Davip WHITHER.
MarTIN HARRIS.

MorMON SAcrRED Book, No. 2— THE B0oK oF DOCTRINES AND
COVENANTS ; OR, THE REVELATIONS OF JOSEPH SMiTH.

In addition to the Book of Mormon, Joseph Smith originated
and partly composed a Book of Doctrines and Covenants, pur-
porting to be a direct revelation from heaven relative to the
temporal government of their church. It enjoined the support
of the poor, the taxation of members, the establishment of cities
and temples, the education of the people, the emigration of
saints, &c. This book has been venerated by the Mormons as
a ‘“ holy revelation from God,”’ and hence is, in a strict sense,
a Bible. Its title sufticiently indicates its character. As much
as Christians ridicule the idea of Joseph Smith receiving a reve-
lation from God, it comes to us with exactly the same authority
s the claimed-to-be revelation of Moses. The evulence in each
case is the same.

III. TaE SHAKERS’ BIBLE.

The Bible of the Shakers is entitled ¢¢ A Holy, Sacred, and
Divine Roll from the Lord God of Heaven to the Inhabitants of
the Earth, Revealed in the Society of New Lebanon, Columbiana
County, New York, United States of America.”” The testi-
mony of eleven mighty angels is given, who are said to have
attended the writing of the Roll. A copy of the Holy Book has
becn sent to every king and potentate on earth. Its contents
and style bear some resemblance to the Christian Bible; and it
contains texts which appear to have been drawn from that book,
and then altered. It should be borne in mind that the Shakers
also profess to believe in the Christian Bible, with their own
peculiar construction of the book, like other sects.
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CHAPTER XI.
TeE JEWISH BIBLE.

Ix a practical sense, there are other books beside the Old
Testament which go to make up the Jewish Bible. The Talmud,
or rather the two Talmuds ; the Jerusalem Talmu.® (comprising
the Mishna, or Sccond Law), compiled about 150 B.C. by a
Jewish rabbi; and the Babylonian Talmud, compiled about six
hundred and fifty years later, —arc regarded by the Jews as
equally inspired and equally binding in their moral requisitions
as that of the Old Testament. In fact, they compare the
former to wine, and the latter to water, when speaking of their
relative value. Some ¢ tall stories’’ are found in these Jewish
revelations, such as these: it tells of a bird so tall that the
water of a river in which it stood came only to its knees, though
the water was so deep that it took an ax, thrown into it, seven
years to reach the bottom; and of an egg of such enormous
dimensions, that, when broken, the white of it glued a whole
town together and a forest of three hundred cedar-trees. These
are but specimens of their miracles. Such is the character of
the Jewish sacred writings, emanating from the same source as
the Old Testament; and consequently of equal authority and
reliability, and equally entitled to our belief.
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CHAPTER XII.
TaE CHRISTIANS’ BIBLE.

Tue Christian Bible, as now accepted by Protestants (for i
must be borne in mind that it has been altcred and amended on
various occasions, thus altering the canonical Word of God),
is composed of thirty-nine books in the Old-Testament de-
partment, and twenty-seven in the New; the whole constitut-
ing a multifarious collection of old oracles, obsolete dogmas,
Oriental legends, ancient myths, religious reveries, beautiful
precepts, poetry, heart-touching pathos, wild fancies, preceptive
admonitions, martial exploits, domestic regulations, broken,
disjointed narratives, ritual rules, and spiritual ideas ; including
also cosmogony, history, theocracy, theology, annals, romance,
prophecy, rhapsody, psalmody, mythology, allegory, dreams,
tradition, legislation, ethics, politics, and religion, all jumbled
together without arrangement, division, classification, or order;
committed to writing in various ages and nations and countries,
and by various writers, extending over a period of several thou-
sand years, including nearly every form of composition known to
human ingenuity, —gay, grave, tragical, logical, philosophical,
religious, and romantic, — emanating from Gods, angels, men,
and devils ; recorded, some of it in mountains. some of it in
caves, some of it on the banks of rivers, some of it in forests, some
of it in deserts, and some of it under the shadow of the Pyramids.
It commenced on Mount Horeb, and ended in the isle of Pat-
mos. From such circumstances we are not surprised to learn
that its chronology is unreliable, chimerical, and incorrect ; its
history contradictory and incredible ; its philosophy fallacious ;
its logic unsound ; its cosmogony foolish and absurd ; its astron-
omy fragmentary and childish ; its religion pagan-derived ; its
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morals defective, sometimes selfish, often extravagant, and in
some cases pernicious. Its government, both temporal and
spiritual, is, to some extent, both barbarous and tyrannical;
while its theocracy is mere brute force. It presents us with
narratives without authorities, facts and figures without dates,
and records without names. We find no order in its arrange-
ment, no system in its subjects or the manner of presenting
them, and no connection in its paragraphs, and often no agree-
ment in its statements, and no sense in its logic. It seems to
teach nearly every thing upon nearly every question of morals
which it touches. It apparently both sanctions and condemns
nearly every species of crime to which it refers, and pours ful-
some laudations upon the heads of some of the most bloody-
minded and licentious men, — such as David, Solomon, &c., —
and holds them up as examples of true practical morality. It is
often dark, ambiguous, and mysterious, as well as contradictory,
not only in its lessons of morality, but in‘its account of the sim-
plest occurrences, thus rendering it comparatively worthless as
a moral guide ; inasmuch as it is much easier to find out what is
right and what is not without going to the Bible, than it is to
find out what the Bible teaches upon the subject, or what it in-
tends to teach in any given case. With respect to war, slavery,
polygamy, and the use of intoxicating liquors, for example, it
is much easier to determine whether they are right or wrong by
the moral fitness of things than whether they are scriptural or
anti-scriptural ; while it is silent upon many crimes which now
infest society. Ifwe are compelled to determine the character of
some actions without going to the Bible, why not that of all other
moral actions and duties? Edmund Burke says of the Bible,
¢¢ It is necessary to sort out what is intended as example, and
what only as narrative; what is to be understood literally, and
what figuratively, where one precept is to be controlled and mod-
ified by another; what is temporary, and what of perpetual ob-
ligation; what is appropriate to one state or set of men, and
what is the general duty of men in all ages.”’ Now, who can not
see that all this must require a quality of mind capable of deter-
wining or learning moral principles and moral duties without
recurrence to the Bible? And it must require a vast amount of
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time to accomplish this task, all of which is lost, inasmuch as
it is consuming time in making the Bible conform to what you
have already learned of right outside its pages, —time that
might be much better employed. Such are the moral aspects
of the Bible. But it also has its beauties, which we need not
occupy much space in depicting, as we have fifty thousand cler-
gymen in this country who attend faithfully to that matter.
Suffice it to say, that portions of it are characterized by a
high-toned spirituality, other portions by a deep, heart-stirring
pathos. And then we have manifested in other parts the most
devout piety, while the books of the prophets often breathe
forth a spirit of the most elevating poetry. And there is scarcely
a book, or even a chapter, in the whole Bible, that does not
evince a spirit of religious devotion, and an effort for the right,
though often misdirected. Taken as a whole, the Bible may be
regarded as an exposition of the condition of science, morals,
. religion, government, and domestic polity of the era in which it
was written, and suited to the temporal and spiritual wants of the
people of that age, for whom it was written, but not for this age.
‘When regarded in this light, and as simply a human production
of the best minds of the age and times in which it was written,
many portions of it can be read with interest and instruction.
But when read, as it has been for centuries, as a perfect,
divine composition, designed for all time and as a finality in
faith and practice and moral progress, it becomes a stumbling-
block in the path of progress, an embargo upon free thought,
a fetter upon the soul, a fog of bewilderment to the mind, and
a drag-chain to the moral and intellectual reformation of the
world.
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CHAPTER XIII.
GENERAL ANALOGIES OF BIBLES.

Frox the foregoing brief analysis of the characters of the
Bibles of various nations, it will be observed that they are, in
their main or leading features, essentially alike, including the
Holy Books of Jews, Christians, and pagans; that they are
alike in their ends and aims and main characteristics ; that all
inculcate the same fundamental doctrines ; that all impart and
enjoin the observance of intrinsically the same moral lessons,
the same preceptive aphorisms. All teach substantially the .
same superstitions, the same kind of miraculous feats performed
by Gods, angels, and men and devils, the same marvelous stories
and achievements over-ruling and over-riding the great laws of
nature, often checking or stopping the ponderous wheels of the
machinery of the universe. The revelations on the pages of
each are claimed to be God-derived, and to have been inspired
through prophets, oracles, angels, apostles, or ¢‘ holy men ;*’ or to
have issued directly from the mouth of God, and descended from
his immaculate throne to earth, without the intervention or
employment of a medium. Each puts forth similar notions and
traditions concerning Gods, deities, or angels, genii, demons, or
evil spirits, priests, prophets, patriarchs, prayers, sacrifices,
penances, ceremonies, rituals, Messiahs, redeemers, intercessors,
sin-atoning, crucified Saviors, sons of God, &c. Ali recog-
nize the doctrine of atonement for sin ; all, or nearly all, approxi-
mate in their modes of propitiating the favor of an offended
Deity by oblations, sacrifices, and offerings of animals, men, or
Gods, or sons of God. Each has its cosmogony ; each proclaims
the doctrine of one supreme God, the doctrine of the immor-
tality of the soul, of post-mortem rewards for ‘¢ deeds done in
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the body,”’— endless bliss for the righteous, and punishment for
the wicked. Each attests the truth and divine origin of its
religion by the record of a long array of the most astonishing
miracles, confirmed and ratified by the fulfillment of numerous
prophecies.  Most of them teach the doctrine of the primeval
innocence and moral elevation of man, and of his fall, and of his
prospective subsequent restoration; and also of the necessity
of a ‘¢ change,’’ or ¢ being born again,’’ in order to a full recon-
ciliation with God, and a perfect state of righteousness. In a
word, all had essentially the same religious institutions, and the
same ecclesiastical orders of priests, pilgrims, monks, and mis-
sionaries; the same or similar prayers, liturgies, sermons,
hymns, and sacrificial offerings ; similar holy orders of saints,
angels, and martyrs. All had their ‘¢ holy days,’’ their ‘¢ holy
fasts and feasts,”” ¢‘holy rivers,”” ¢ holy mountains,”” and
‘“holy temples,’”’ &c.; and ncarly all preached essentially the
same doctrines relating to a spiritual birth, regeneration, pre-
destination, and a future life, rewards, and punishments, and a
final judgment, &c. All furnish a religion cut and dried (the
great end of all Bible creeds) so as to save the intellectual labor
and mental toil of discovering the rule of right and the road to
duty by an investigation of the great laws of cause and effect,
the nature and constitution of the human mind, and the moral
fitness of things. As a finale to creation, and a final consumma-
tion and triumph of their peculiar faith, each imagines and
portrays a great prospective millennial epoch, at which juncture
the heavens are to be ‘¢ rolled together as a scroll ; >’ the oceans,
seas, lakes, and rivers to take fire, and be reduced to ashes;
¢¢ the New Jerusalem to descend from God out of heaven ; ’’ and
peace, righteousness, and happiness unalloyed to rule and to
reign thenceforth and for ever. Hence all Bibles and religions
are of divine origin, or none.

NotE. — Sir William Jones says the ancient religions borrowed from
each other. :

II. 'Sm'smon FEATURES OF HEATHEN BIBLES.

There is not one Oriental Bible in all the number but that is
superior in some respects in its teachings to the Christians’ Bible
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‘None of them samction. .80-explicitly every species of crime;
one of them contain so much obscen: language. On the con-

, the Chinese Bible, as Mr. Meadows says, ‘‘ contains not
senterwe but that may be read with propriety in any drawing-
oom in England.”” Strikingly different from that of the
istian Bible, as shown in Chap. XXIII. The Mahome-
dan Bible is quite superior in its teachings, both with respect to
mtemperan‘cég‘il;m;;rwt&mraf‘m 1t forbids both the
mrMc in intoxicating drinks, and also the _manufac-
ture ; while the Christian Bible, although condemning one, one, sanc-
tions both (see Chap. LVIIL.). With respect to women, it con-
tains some commendable precepts. It not only enjoins husbands
to treat their wives properly, and provide for them, but provides
for their divorce in case this is not done; while the Christian
Bible, by the authority of Christ, allows divorce for no crime,
abuse, cruelty, or inhuman treatment on the part of tyrannical,
wicked, or drunken husbands, but that of fornication (see Matt.
v. 32). The Koran also enjoins a tax of two and one-fourth p. ct.
on its disciples to support the poor; while the Christian Bible
says, ‘‘ Thou shalt not countenance a poor man in his cause’’
(Ex. xxiii. 3), though it is true it contains counter-precepts.
These examples are sufficient to lead to the conclusion that
nothing would be gained to the cause of practical morality by
supplanting any of the Oriental Bibles with the Christian Bible.
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CHAPTER XIV.
Tae INFIDELS’ BIBLE.

WEe find the remarkable admission in the Christian Bible, that
the moral guide adopted by infidels is superior to that book
which Christians have adopted for a guide. ,121_1.1, in his Epistle
to the Romans, says, ‘‘ The Gentiles, who have not the Bible,
do by nature the things contained in the Bible.”” An astonish-
ing Bible concession, truly! He, however, uses the word ¢ law’’
for Bible ; but commentators tell us the law is contained in the
Bible, and some writers make ¢ law’’ and ‘¢ Bible’’ synony-
mous terms. We therefore give the sense more fully by ren-
dering it ¢¢ Bible >’ instead of ¢‘ law.’’ It is here admitted by
Paul, that the great Bible of Nature, written upon man’s con-
sciousness, and inscribed uponevery thing around him, which is
the infidels’ Bible and revelation, is superior to any printed
Bible. If man learns by nature the moral lessons taught by the
Bible or moral law (that is, by nature’s laws, as learned by ob-
servation and experience, which is the infidel’s sole reliance for
Jearning the great lessons and duties of life), then this_naturgl
revelation, which Paul commends so highly, is superior to any

Mwm&on. If, as Paul teaches, the ignorant,
illiterate Gentile can learn by this rcvelation of nature, or law
of nature, the duties of life, the great truths of salvation, and
the right road to heaven, then it must be greatly superior to the
Christians’ Bible. For it is admitted by Christians themselves
(foreign missionaries), that, with all the aid that priests and
commentators can render, there is a considerable portion of

. their Bible which the heathen can not learn or be made to under-

<

stand. But not so, according to Paul, with God’s natural Bible,
and the revelation inscribed on man’s moral nature, and learned
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by the exercise of his common sense, natural judgment, and the
experience of mankind in general. Hence we have a Bible
which is not only easily read and easily understood by even the
unlettered heathen, but a Bible which possesses many advantages
“over all printed Bibles, some of which I will mention. In the
first place, it is a Bible always open. It can not be kept closed
under lock and key, as the Christian Bible has been In past
ages. Second, It is a Bible that needs no translation in any
language ; for it is already written in the Ianguages of all the na-
tions of the earth. Third, It is a Bible, thank God! that all,
whether high or low,TeTr'ned or unlearned, can read and under-
stand. Its glorious truths are easily read ; for they are plainly
and legibly inscribed upon every leaf and page of the soul of
every human being. Fourth, Hence this revelation needs no
-priest to expound it, and no church to unravel its mysteries, by

enable its readers to find its golden gems, which glitter and
sparkle upon every page. They are what the Quakers call ¢¢ the

“7 _light within.”” Seventh, Neither moths nor mice can destro
g y

this glorious Bible. Fire can dot consume it, nor water wash it
away. It is imperishable and eternal. It is a Bible into which
no errors have ever crept, either by printers, transcribers, or
translators. And (soul-cheering thought!) it is a Bible which
contains all the important doctrines, principles, and precepts
which can be found in any perishable paper-and-ink Bible, and
all the grand truths that God ever vouchsafed to man. They can
all be found in this golden-leaved Bible, this eternal, soul-saving
revelation of God. .

Jesus refers to this natural Bible, or revelation, 'again when he
says, ¢ Know ye not of yourselves what is right? > — that is, by
the Bible planted in your own souls, the revelation stereotyped
upon your own moral sense or moral nature. Hence the vii-
tual acknowledgment by Jesus (who is Bible authority), that
there is no necessity of running to any printed or paste-

board Bible to learn the truths of the gospel or the duties of
ﬁfe;mﬁp’omggﬁﬁhat we may learn
them in our own inward selves. We can ‘¢ know of ourselves
what is right.”” And there are other texts which admit that

/
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God’s first revelation, and his last and only revelation, to the
human-}a-ce, is far superior to that of any books of human ori-
in ; and which admit that this glorious revelation can not be found
1n the Christian Bible, or any other perishable book, but existed
for ages before any paper-nnd-ink__%ible was ever thought of.
I will quote one other text to prové\these statements, and in
\/ further confirmation of the proposition that the Christian Bible
itself admits that the infidels’ Bible, direct from the hand of
"God, is greatly superior fo it in all the essential features and
principles oﬁﬁ%ﬂ@?oﬁ?edes this when he says, in his
pistle to the Romans, ¢¢ The invisible things of God are clearly
seen and understood by the things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead’’ (Rom. i. 20). Now, here it is proved,
if any thing can be proved by the Bible, that every thing that
can be Jearned about God and religion can be found written
upon the tablets of nature, and inscribed upon every thing that
is made. For it is declared, that even the ¢t invisible things of
God’’ —that is, the great spiritual truths of the kingdom —can
be seen and learned by the revelations, or lessons, written upon
things ¢¢ that are made.’”” A wonderful admission, truly! It is
stated, they can not only be seen, but ‘¢ clearly seen and under-
stood,”’ by studying the things ¢¢ that are made,’’ and learning
their important lessons. If, then, they can be ‘¢ clearly seen
and understood,’’ there is not the shadow of a doubt left upon
the mind as to their truth or meaning: you are not annoyed
with that perplexity, uncertainty, and painful anxiety about the
meaning of moral lessons they teach, as you are with respect to

hundreds of texts you find in the Qhﬁsﬁa&&ible. This is
}» a grand revelation and  declaration” and benefit, truly. And

‘¢ even his eternal power and Godhead,’’ — that is, God’s charac-

ter and attributes, — we are here told, can be learned by reading
and studying this beautiful and easily comprehended Bible,

, written by the finger of God upon every leaf and page of nature.
J ‘Was there ever a more important, more pleasing, or more beau-
tiful revelation made to the world than this of Paul’'s? And is

it not surprising that Christians have never noticed this most
important admission? It is an important moral lesson that
throws their pen-and-ink Bible into the shade, and shows we

N At o
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would be better without than with it by substituting God’s
eternal and universal Bible. It will be observed, then, that it is
shown by different texts of the Bible, that the ¢ Holy Book *’
which came directly from the hands of God is greatly superior
to that which came through the hands of man. And the fact
that it is the only Bible, or revelation, that can now be found in
all countries, and the only Bible that can be read by all nations,
kingdoms, tongues, and people, and that not one man, woman,
or child in a hundred, take the world over, can read any other
Bible but this, is very nearly prima facie evidence that it is the
only Bible God ever designed for the human race, and that he
never did impart, and never will impart, any other revelation to
the world ; that no other Bible is necessary for the moral, religious,
and spiritual welfare of the race, or to point the road to salvation.
Hence it is the only Bible we would recommend for the reading
of the young. It is the only Bible we are certain they can un-
derstand. It is the only Bible we are certain is free from errors.
It is the only Bible we are certain has never been altered or
mistranslated. It is the only Bible we are certain teaches no
immoral lessons. It is the only Bible which we are certain con-
tains no vulgar or obscene language, calculated to raise a blush
on the cheek of modesty, and outrage every fecling of decorum,
as many of the texts found in the Christian Bible do. It is the
only ¢ Holy Scripture ’’ we can be certain was given forth by
divine inspiration, and the only sacred volume or ‘¢ Holy Word *’
which has the full seal and sanction of Almighty God. Read,
then, and study well, this open and widespread Bible which
infolds the universe. All the Bibles and religions of the past
claim to have been authorized by a direct revelation or inspira-
tion from God. But we are satisfied that no such revelation has
ever been given forth to any nation in any age of the world.
For inspiration is now known to be a universal law of the
natural mind; an inborn principle of the human soul, which
all ages and nations, and every human being, have possessed
greater or less share of. And the amount of true inspiration
possessed by each individual depends upon his or her moral,
intellectual, and spiritual elevation of the soul or mind into the
higher enjoyment of spiritual bliss where it becomes en rapport
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with all that is lovely, inspiring, and beautiful in God’s uni-
verse; where it can take cognizance of great moral problems
and spiritual truths; and where it can look through the long
vista of futurity, and behold the events of coming years rolling
up toward the threshold of time. This is true inspiration, and
the spirit of true prophecy. But it is the work of our own
minds, and not of Deity, and is not confined to any age, nation,
or religion. It depends upon the culture of the moral and intel-
lectual faculties and the spiritual aspirations of the individual,
and not upon his creed or religious belief.

As for a divine revelation, it can not be found in any book of
human origin. It could not be incorporated into.a book, nor
could all the books in the world contain it. It is inscribed all
over the face of nature. We read it upon the outstretched
earth and upon the shining heavens; we read it upon

¢ Every bush and every bower,
Every leaf and every flower.””

Here, then, we have a Bible with a revelation as broad as the
universe. Its lids are the heavens above, and the earth beneath.
Its golden-leaf pages are spread out at our feet; its lessons of
wisdom, its truths of salvation, and its soul-inspiring beauties,
are inscribed upon the soul, and written all over the face of
nature. Read and study it, O man! and become ‘¢ wise unto
salvation.”’
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CHAPTER XV.
TWO0 THOUSAND BIBLE ERRORS. OLD TESTAMENT
DEPARTMENT.
A HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THREE ERRORS IN THE STORY OF
CREATION.

As the Old Testament possesses no order, no arrangement,
and no distinct system of either morals or religion, and no
regular connection in its history, we have to treat it in the same
unsystematic order in which we find it, and to expose many
foolish errors and stories which seem almost beneath the dignity
of any respectable writer to notice. But, as they constitute a
large portion of the Old Testament, we have got to deal with
them or nothing. And, although trifling in themselves, they
have done much mischief. Hence we deem it of greater im-
portance to expose their evil influence than to trace them to
their heathen origin, as we originally designed doing.

1. The first text in the Bible is evidently an error. ¢¢In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth’’ (Gen. 1).
No geologist and philosopher at the present day believes in
either a creation or a creator. The assumption involves two
impossibilities. First, a creation could not take place with-
out something to create from : ‘“‘Ezx nihilo nihil fit,”” — ‘¢ Out of
nothing nothing can come.’”’ Second, to account for the ori-
gin of the earth, sun, moon, and stars, by assuming the exist-
ence of a creator, is throwing no light on the subject. We have
made no progress towards solving the problem ;. for we are
equally puzzled to account for the origin of the creator himself.
It is as easy to assume that matter always existed as to assume
that the creator always existed. Hence there would be no crea
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tion possible, and none needed. This is now regarded as a set-
tled scientific problem.

2. It is a scientific error to assert that matter had a
beginning, as the Bible assumes. Many scientific facts have
been developed to establish the conclusion that all beings and
objects on earth were eliminated from its elements, and all the
planets we can recognize were an outgrowth from some other
worlds. The proposition is not only susceptible of much proof
(which I have not space here to present), but is very beautiful
and satisfactory. It ‘¢ composes our reason to peace.’”” All we
lack of comprehending it is the capacity to grasp eternity and
infinity, which finite mortals cannot do.

3. If God ‘¢ created the heavens’’ (Gen. i. 1), and heaven
is his ‘¢ dwelling-place >’ (see 1 Kings viii. 30), then where
did he dwell before the heavens were made? Here is a very
puzzling question, and involves an absurdity equal to that
of the Tonga-Islanders, who teach that the first goose was
hatched from an egg, and that the same goose laid the egg.
An idea equally ludicrous is involved in the assumption that God
created the heavens and the earth about six thousand years ago ;
so that, previous to that era, there was nothing on which he could
stand, sit, or lie, but must have been suspended in mid-air from
all eternity.

4. If nothing existed prior to six thousand years ago, then
there was nothing for God to do, and nothing for him to
do it with. Hence he must have spent an eternity in idleness,
a solitary monarch without a kingdom.

5. As we are told God created the light (Gen. i. 3), the
conclusion is forced upon us, that, prior to that period, he
had spent an eternity in darkness. And it has been discov-
ered that all beings originating in a state of darkness, or living
in that condition, were formed without eyes, as is proved by
blind fishes being found in dark caves. Hence the thought is
suggested, that God, prior to the era of creation (six thousand
years ago), was perfectly blind.

6. ““ God saw the light that it was good’’ (Gen. i. 4).
Hence we must infer that God had just got his eyes open, and
that L> had never before discovered that light is good. Of
course it was good to be delivered from eternal darkness.
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7. ¢ And God divided the light from the darkness’’ (Gen.
i. 4). Hence, previous to that period, they must have been
mixed together. Philosophy teaches that light and darkness
never can be separated, any more than heat and cold, as one
is only a different degree of the other.

8. ¢“ And God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night’’ (Gen.i. 5). And to whom did he call them®
as no living being was in existence until several days after
wards. Hence there was no need of calling them any thing,
and, as we are told Adam named every thing, he could as easily
have found names for these as for other things.

9. The Bible teaches us that day and night were created
three days before the sun. Every school-boy now knows that
it is the revolution of the earth upon its axis that causes day
and night ; and, but for the existence of the sun, there could be
no day and night. If Moses’ God was so ignorant, he had
better never have wakened out of his eternity of darkness.

10. The Bible tcaches that the earth came into exist-
ence three days before the sun; but science teaches us that
the earth is a child or offshoot of the sun. Hence it could
be equally true to say a son was born three days before his
father.

11. ¢ And the earth was without form, and void’’ (Gen.
i.2) ; but philosophy teaches that nothing can exist with-
out form, or when void. The declaration brings to mind the
Scotchman’s definition of ¢¢ nothing,”” — ‘¢ a footless stocking
without a leg.”’ We have an idea of a thing which does not
exist.

12. ‘“ And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters’”’ (Gen. i. 2). Here we are taught that the
original state of the earth was that of water. But geclogy
teaches its original constituents was fire or fusion; that water
did not exist, and could not exist, in it, or on it, for millions of'
ages. Professor Agassiz says our earth was once in a state of
igueous fusion, without water, without rain, and even without an
atmosphere (¢‘ Geological Sketches,’’ i. 2). And even the pious,
God-fearing Hugh Miller says that ¢¢ the solid earth was at one
time, from center to circumference, a mass of molten matter *
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(*“ Lectures on Geology,”’ 256). Here we have geology against
theology.

13. God spent a day making a firmament, by which he
¢ divided the waters from the waters.”” If it had then stated
that he spent a day in making moonshine, or one day in
making breath for Adam, it would have been as sensible ; for
the firmament is as truly a part of the earth (being eliminated
from it) as our breath is a part of our bodies.

14. ¢ Divided the waters from the waters.”” Here is dis-
closed a belief which prevailed in various Oriental and heathen
nations, that the earth exists between two large lakes, or
sheets of water; and that the firmament is a solid floor, which
Folds The Water up, and prevents it from Talling,and inun-
dating the earth; and, being supplied with doors and windows,
when God wants it to rain he opens the windows (the Bible
says ‘¢ the windows of heaven were opened,’’ see Gen. vii. 11).
He pours it down by opening the windows, and stops it by
shutting them up. ¢¢The windows of heaven were stopped ’’
(Gen. viii. 2). How fully is the heathen tradition disclosed
here!

15. We are told that God gathered ¢ the waters under
heaven together unto one place ’’ (Gen. i. 9). How ignorant
he must have been of geography ! He evidently had not studied
’ the science, or had not traveled much, or he would have known

the waters under heaven never have been ‘‘ gathered together
unto one place,”’ but exist in many places, as the two hundred

large lakes prove.
{16, The Bible tells us, that, when God created the vegeta-
ble kingdom, he ordered each species of vegetation to ‘¢ bring
forth after its kind”’ (Gen. i. 11). Can we suppose that
apple-trees would have borne buckeyes, or mullein-stalks pro
duced pumpkins, or any thing foreign to their nature, if the
command had not been given for each to bring forth after its
kind?

17. According to the Bible, the yegetable kingdom was
created Qefore the animal; but the learned geologist Hitch-
cock, although a n by profession, in his ¢ Elements of

Geology ’’ says, ‘‘ An examination of the rocks shows us that
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animals were created as early as vegetables’’ (and he might
have said much earlier). And yet the Bible says vegetables
were created on the third day, and animals oq the fifth (see
Gen. i.).

18. The Bible represents vegetagles as coming into existence
before the sun : but philosophy teaches that they could neither
. germingte nor grow without the warming and vivifying influence
of the sun. .

19. The Bible tells us that ¢* God made two great lights,
the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule
the night; and God set them in the firmament to give light
to the earth’’ (Gen. i. 16, 17). That is, he made two round
balls, and then stuck them into a hole scooped out of the
firmament for the purpose. This seems to be the idea. Here
is disclosed the most egregious_i ance of astronomy. Think
of that stupendous _ggjg\luu;%ﬁu‘g? than this
pygmy planet as a man is larger than a mouse, being hung up or
stuck up above us for our sole accommodation | How sublimely
ridicolous !

20. The Bible represents the great warld-builder, the almighty .
architect, as spending fiye days in plodding and toiling at this
little mole-hill of ours before he got it finished up to his notion,
and thlien Tmade such a bad job of it that he repented for
having undertaken it.

21. But when he came to make the countless worlds, the
vast suns, and systems of suns, which roll their inassive
forms in every direction around the earth, these were all
made in a few hours. ‘¢ And he made the stars also.’”” This
text tells the whole story of the origin of the boundless planet-
ary system, comprising millions of worlds larger than our plan-
et. What superlative ignorance of astronomy Moses’ God
manifests |

22. Moses is awarded great credit by Bible believers for
o in, lytheism, and teaching the existence of but one

od: but it would have been more to his credit if he had
stuck to a belief in a plurality of Gods; for it would take a
million of such Gods as his imagination has created a thousand
years to make such a universe as astronomers have brought to
light since he wrote.
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23. The language, ¢‘‘ Let us make man in our own image ™
(Gen. i. 26), seems to imply that there was an association of
gods, —a company of almighty mechanics, who had formed
a copartnership to do up a big job.
24. If man was made in the image of God, why was he

cursed for eating the fruit_of the tree ol Knowledge in order
fo be like God?

25. According to the Bible, God became so tired in the

usiness of world-making that he had to take a rest of a whole
day (and perhaps took a nap also) when the job was com-
pleted; but geology and philosophy both teach that creation
never was begun, and never will be finished, but is gaing on
sll the time. Ience new species of animals and vegetables are
constantly coming into existence.

26. The Bible represents the entire universe as being created
less than six thousand years ago; but science teaches us
that it has been in existence for millions of years.

27. A large volume of scientific facts has been accumu-
lated by scientists, showing that even our carth, one_of the
youngest_of the planets, is at least several hundred thousand
years old. Look at a few of the facts which go to prove it.
The coral reefs of Florida are estimated by Professor Agassiz
to be one hundred and thirty-five thousand years old. Charles
Lyell estimates the delta of the Mississippi Valley to be
at least one hundred thousdnd years old. Four growths of
w;-trees far below the surface of the ground, and situated
one above another, have been discovered near New Orleans,
whose successive growths must have occupied a period of at
least one hundred and fifty thousand years. So much for the
agreement of_ geology and Bible chronology.

J 28. But we are told that a day in the Bible means a
thousand years. Then, as the sabbath day constitutes one
~of the days spoken of in the Bible, and wds provided as a
day of rest, Christians and Bible believers should rest a thou-
sand years at a time ; and, as God rested a whole day (a thou-
sand years), he must have been as tired of resting as he was of
world-making. Why do the figures ¢¢ 4004 B.C.”’ stand at the

top of the first page of the Bible, if a thousand years mean one
day?
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29. The Bible teaches that whales, fishes, and birds were
made on the same day; but ZEOIogy) assuzes us that fishes
came into existence long before fowls.

30. The Bible teaches that beasts and creeping_ things
were all made on the fifth day of creation; but geology tells
us that reptiles and creeping things crawled upon the eafth mil-
lions of years before beasts came into existence.

31. The Bible represents man as coming into existence
about six thousand years ago ; but human bones have recently
been discovered in the vicinity of New Orleans which Dr.
Dowler estimates to be at least fifty thousand years old.

32. A deity who becomes so tired and physically exhausted
with six days’ labor as to be compelled to stop and rest,

hysiology teaches would be liable to physical disease; and,
"i%);m\ysm@ased, it might ferminate in death, and thus
leave the world without a God (Godless).

33. The Bible tells us ¢“the Lord God formed man of
the dust of the ground’’ (Gen. ii. 7) ; but philosophy teaches
that dust possesscs no vital properties, and that it would
have been less difficulf fo make man of a ,_stone or a stump,
owing to their possessing more adhesive properties.  One

writer suggests that the negro must have been made of coal-

~dust.

34. According to the Bible, a serious blunder was made
by Jehoyah in the wéczlirc_)f’ﬁg;_m'gn, by exhausting all the
materials in the proce$s of world-making and man-making, so
that nothing was left to make a ‘*helpmeet’’ for Adam; and
this blunder caused the necessity of robbing Adam of one of
hig ribs. N

35. But common sense teaches us that a small crooked
bone but a few_ounces in weight could not furnish Talf the

"material necessary to constitute a woman. The Parsees, with
a little more show of sense, tell us that the rib was used mere-
ly as a back-bone, around which the woman was constructed ;
which revives in memory Erin’s mode of making cannon, which
consisted in ¢ taking a round hole, and pouring melted metal

around it.”’ The Tonga-Islanders have a tradition about as
sensible as that of Moses with respect to the origin of the first

/
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woman. Their God made the first man with three legs, and

amQutated one JF them to make a ‘* helpmeet for Bim.>’ ‘This
is ‘an improvement, as a leg can be better s when there are

three than a rib: it also possesses more material than a rib.

86. The Bible teaches that man was created upright, but
fell. If it means physically, it can be easily accounted for,
and must be ascribed to his creator; for depriving him of one
of his ribs would leave him in an unbalanced condition, so that
he would be liable to fall.

37. The Bible imparts to us the strange intelligence that

‘“the Lord God brought all the beasts and birds to Adam
to see what he would call them’’ (Gen. ii. 19). What an
idea for Omniscience or Infinite Wisdom to engage in the
busixm bears, lions, tigers, elephants, and hy-
enas, and all manner of beasts grcat and small, and all manner
of birds, also hissing, crawling, biting reptiles, and every liv-
ing thing which he had created, and taking them to Adam ‘¢ fo
see what he would call them’’! Not having sufficient intelli-
gence to find names for them himself (pardon the thought), his
curiosity was no doubt aroused to sce what an ignorant being of
his own creation, who had not sufficient intelligence to clothe
himself, would call the innumerable host of beasts, birds, &c.,
before any language was known, or even a single letter was in-
vented to spell names with. (We are very far from desiring to
"wound the feelings or encroach upon the reverence that any
man or woman may cherish for ¢ a God of infinite love, wis-
dom, and goodness ; ’’ but let it be kept constantly in mind we
are not presenting the history of such a being here, but the
mere imaginary God of Moses and the Bible.)
}?E—T\me' Bible teaches that Adam named all the beasts,
animals, and birds, it must have occupied a great number
of years for the Lord God of Moses to have caught and
taken the seyeral hundred thousand species to Adam to receive
names in all the three thoﬁsﬁﬁﬁ‘la/nig%mlges', and then convey
them back to their r ve climates.

39. The question naturally arises, Why should Adam give
them names by saying, ‘‘ This is a horse, that is an ass,
the animal yonder shall be called a hippopotamus,’” &c.,
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when there was nobody present to hear it and be benefited by
it? And nobody could have remhembered half the names had
they been present. Here we wish to call the attention of the
reader specially to the fact that all ﬁtgg_ml_lgmgmd-lmguage
we have so far cited as being either that of God or Moscs
sounds like the utterance of ignorant children, and unworthy
the dignity of an intelligent and sensible man, much less that of
a God.

40. The Bible teaches that ¢ God made man in his own
image.”” The reverse statement would have been true, ¢‘ Man
made God in his own image;’’ for this is true of all nation
who believe in a God. &) USH Necees !

41. Here let it be noted the Bible Contains two contridicto
accounts of_creation; one found in the first chapter of Gen-
esis, the other in the second. In the st auimals are created
before man; in the second, after man.

Y

So 1
A,

42. The first chapter of Genesis says, ‘‘ Let the earth bring .

forth plants’’ (Gen. i. 11) : the second says, ‘‘ God created
every plant . . . before it was in the earth’ (Gen. ii.-9).
A contradiction; and neither statement is true, there being
no creation.

43. The first chapter has the earth created several days
before the firmament, or heaven: the second chapter has it
created on the same day (Gen. ii. 4).

44. The first represents fowls as originating in the water
(Gen. i. 20) : the second has them created out of the water.

45. After the first chapter says ¢ God created man in his
own image’’ (Gen. i. 27), the second says ¢‘there was not
a man to till the ground ”’ (Gen. ii. 4).

46. The first chapter represents man and woman as being
created at the same time (Gen. i. 27) : the second represents
the woman as being created after the man.

47. The first implies that man has dominion over the whole
earth : the second restricts his dominion to a garden. Which
is the inspired story of creation?

48. The Mexicans claim that the first man and woman
were created in their country. The Hindoos aver that the
original progenitors of the race (Adimo and Iva) first made
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their appearance amongst them. The Chinese claim a similar
honor. The Persians contend that God landed the first human
pair in the land of Iran. And, finally, the Jews affirm that
Jehovah created the first pair in Eden.

/ e

Tae Tree oFr KNOWLEDGE AND THE TREE OF LIFE.

Moses tells us God planted two trees in Eden, one of which
he called ¢ the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”” This
tree bore fruit which nobody was allowed to taste (Gen. ii. 9).

49. Why the tree was planted, or why its fruit was forbidden
to be used, are problems which the Bible does not solve, and
which set reason at defiance.

50. And then it looks like a senseless act to create a tree
for the purpose of bearing fruit (as we can conceive of no
other purpose for which it could have been created), and then
decree that it should all go to waste.

. 51. It was worse still to create human beings with an appe-

tite for this fruit, and place it in their sight, and then forbid
them to taste it on penalty of death. Nothing could be more
opposed to our ideas of reason and justice.

52. Did God create beings in his own image, and then treat
them as if he wished to tantalize them and render them
unhappy ? )

53. It would seem that he created man for no other purpose
than to tease and torment him, and quarrel with him.

54. Common sense would suggest it to be the act of an
ignoramus or a nt to implant in man_the desire to eat fruit
which he did not allow him to eat.

55. And would it not be unjust to punish Adam and Eve for
doing what he himself had implanted in them the desire to
do?

56. God must have known they would eat the fruit, if he
were omniscient.

57.7TF he were uot omniscient, he was not & God in a
supreme or divine sense.

58. God must have had the power without the will to prevent
the act of disobedience, which would make an unjust and
unmerciful tyrant.
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59. Or else the will without the power, which would make
him a weak and frail being, and not & God.

(For a full elucidation of these points, see chapter sixty-nine.}

We will notice a few other points.

60. As God declared eating the fruit would make Adam
¢¢ like one of us,’’ that is, Godlike (and all men are enjoined to
become Godlike), was not Adam, therefore, justifiel in eating
the fruit in order to become Godlike? ’

61. In chapter sixty-nine it is shown, that, as Adam and
Eve got their eyes open by eating the inhibited fruit, the act
of disobedience turned out to be a great blessing, inasmuch es
it saved the earth from being filled with a race of blind human
beings.

62. And, as this blessing was obtained through the agency
of the serpent-devil, we must admit ¢ the father of lies’’ was
a great benefactor of the human race, as shown in chapter
sixty-nine.

63. As Adam could not very well exercise ‘‘ dominion over
every living thing that moveth upon the earth’’ (Gen. i. 26)
while shut up in a little eight-by-ten garden, we can observe
here another practical benefit of the act of disobedience which
drove him from the garden.

64. Is it not a strange piece of moral incongruity to set
Adam to tilling the soil in the garden as a blessing, and then
doom him to till it outside as a curse? (Gen.iii. 23.) He first
embarked in the business as a blessing, and then as a curse.
How the same act could be both a blessing and a curse is a
¢ mystery of godliness ’> which swamps us.

65. The Jews tell us the original tempter was a serpent
(Gen. iii. IY 7 the Mexicans say it was a demon; the Hindoos
call him a snake, the reeks declareﬁas a dragon;
Josephus supposes poses it was ail ap L ape; some of the East-India sccts
speak of him as a fish; but the Persian revelations make it
a lizard, Which is right?

'66. The Mosaic or Hebrew cosmogony represents the ser-
pent as dealing out the fruit to the genus homo; while the
Mexicans, the Egyptians, and the Persians set the serpent or
¢¢ evil genius *’ to guarding the tree to protect the fruit. Which
is right?
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67. When God Jehovah announced to the trinity of Gods,
‘¢ Behold, the man has become as one of us to know good
and evil ”’ (Gen. iii. 22), exactly as the serpent had predicted,
instead of dying as Jehovah had predicted, does it not prove
that the serpent was the best and most reliable prophet?

68. As Adam and Eve could know nothing of the nature
of right and wrong until they attained that knowledge by eating
the fruit, does not this fact prove it to be a justifiable if no* a
righteous act?

69. How could Adam and Eve know that any act was
sinful before an act of any kind had been committed by which
they could learn the character or consequences of human con-
* duct?

69. Is it not a logical conclusion, that, if God created
every thing, he can control every thing, and hence, strictly
speaking, is alone responsible for the right performance of
every thing?

70. The Christian Bible tells us the first pair of human
beings sewed fig-leaves together for clothing; but the Chinese
revelation say palm-leaves. Which is right? Who can tell?

71. As it is declared the voice of God was heard ‘¢ walking
in the garden’’ (Gen. iii. 8), we beg leave to ask, what kind
of a thing is a ‘¢ walking voice’’?

72. We also beg leave to ask, who took charge of ¢ the
house of many mansions’’ while Jehovah was down among
the bushes hunting and hallooing for Adam?

72. And who took charge of creation, and kept the machinery
of the universe running during the thousand years’ rest of
God Almighty, if the one day he rested means a thousand
years?

73. Was it necessary for an omnipresent God to come down
from heaven to find Adam when he hid among the bushes?
And what would have been the result if he had not been
found ?

74. Must we not conclude that the command to ‘¢ mult:ply
and replenish the earth’’ was rather superfluous, inasmuch
as nations who never heard of the command perforn the duty
faithfully ?
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75. If the River Gihon, one of the four rivers of Paradise,
¢ encompassed the whole land of Ethiopia’’ (Gen. ii. 18),
which is in Africa, how did it managé to cross the Red Sea, so
as to get into Eden, which is in Asia?

111. As Bishop Colenso shows the territory lying between
the four rivers in Eden, as mentioned in Gen. ii. comprised an
area of several hundred miles, we would suggest that father
Adam, while in Eden, had rather a large garden to cultivate.

112. How could fig-leaves be sewed together for clothing
before needles were invented? (see Gen. iii. 7.)

113. How did Eve see the trce as stated in Genesis (¢ she
saw the tree ’’) before she ate the fruit which caused her eyes
to be opened ?

114. Is it not calculated to destroy all ideas of justice in the
minds of man and woman to believe that God cursed and
ruined the happiness of the whole human race merely for one
simple act prompted by a being destitute of moral perception or
moral accountability ?

115. And what should we think of a being who would suffer
a grand scheme, on which is predicated the happiness of his
innumerable family for untold ages, to be defeated by the wily
machinations of a brainless creature of his own creation?

116. Why should Adam hide from God because he was
naked, when, if God made him, he must have become accus-
tomed to seeing him in that condition?

117. If God in the morning pronounced every thing good,
and in the evening every thing bad, does it not imply not only
a serious blunder in the job, but a serious mistake in his
views either in the morning or in the evening?

118. As we are told ‘¢ the Lord God made clothing for Adam
out of goat-skins,”’ the question naturally arises, Who caught
and killed the animals, and dressed the skins? Does it not
imply that God was both a butcher and a tanner? Rather
plebeian employment for a God.

119. And the statement that ¢ the Lord God planted a
garden eastward in Eden’’ (Gen. ii. 8) seems to imply that
he was a horticulturist also.

120. It s pretty hard to believe that Adam could sleep

¥
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while God Almighty (Moses’ God) was digging amongst his
ribs, as stated in Gen. ii. 21.

121. How could Adam know what the word ‘‘die’’ meant
before there had been any deaths in the world, when the Lord
told him he should die if he ate the forbidden fruit?

122. As Eve was pronounced °‘the mother of all living”’
when there were no human beings in existence but she and
Adam, the infcrence secms to be that she was the mother of
herself, her husband, and all the animal tribes.

123. ¢“In the image of God crcated he them ’’ (Adam and
Eve, see Gen. i. 27). If Adam and Eve were both created in
the image of God, it would scem to follow that he was consti-
tuted of two genders, male and female.

In concluding this section, we ask the reader to think of an
infinitely wise God being defeated in his grand scheme of crea-
tion or salvation by a crawling serpent, and a frightful hell
and all its horrors originating from this act. How sublimely
ridiculous is the thought !

II. Tae SciENTISTS’ ACCOUNT OF CREATION.

1. Millions of years ago the sun in its revolution threw off, as
it had done on previous occasions, a sort of fire-mist, or nebu-
lous scintillations, which floated and rolled through space for
countless ages, gradually accumulating from the atmospheresir.
its revolution, thus swelling in size until it became a conglomera-
tion of gas; and, continuing to grow and progress, it ripened
into a fiery, liquid mass possessing the most intcnse heat.

2. After innumerable ages this fiery liquid mass began to
cool, and finally formed a crust upon its surface.

3. As its interior clements began to evolve or emanate from
it bosom, it formed a dense, heavy, murky atmosphere, almost
as heavy as water, in which no living thing could have breathed
or lived for a moment.

4. This atmosphere contained moisture, which in the course
of time became condensed into globules forming drops, which
descended to the carth in the shape of rain.

5. This rain, descending to the earth, cooled its surface, and
eventually filled its vast cavities with water, and thus formed
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lakes, seas, and oceans. The boiling, heaving mass in the
bowels of the earth made it very irregular in shape.

6. As soon as the surface of the earth became sufficiently
cool, small swellings began to appear upon its surface, present-
ing the appearance of blisters, or boils. These outgrowths
finally began to exhibit vegetable life ; but for & long period of
time they presented the appearance of rocks or stones.

7. In the mean time the washings from the surface of the
earth were deposited in the seas and oceans, and, sinking to the
bottom, in the course of time formed rocks.

8. These rocks, as they hardened, gave off an element of life,
which in the course of time supplied the waters with various
forms of animal or finny life, and thus originated mollusks,
fishes, &c.

9. As the surface of the earth cooled and grew thicker, the
elements of life diffused through the liquid mass finally made
their appearance on the surface in the character of the lowest

_forms of vegetable life, such as mosses, lichens, ferns, &c.

10. As the sug;ace of the earth thickened, and consequently
accumulated the e emen!&_n[_ﬂM"ﬁ it gave forth higher and
still higher forms of vegetable life, till finally the most matured
forms of matter began to exhibit animal life.

11. The first species was the zoophite, a compound of vege-
table and animal life, but possessing scarcely any of the ’l'unc-
tions of animal life except those of absorption and respiration,
and these functions were but slightly manifested.

12. Succeeding the zoophite came the mollusks and various
heWMms, which at first clung to the rocks, then
fedon seaweeds and other vegetable substances, absorbing also
from the atmosphere.

13. In this way various species of animals and birds and rep-
tiles sprang up, ran their course, and then perished, to ‘give
Place to higher forms.

14. And finally, when all the elements of life became sufli-
ciently matured, they formed a combination, and turned loose
upon the earth the animal man, who at first was nearly as ugly,
clumsy, and awkward as a baboon, possessed of but little more
sense or intelfigemce.”
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15. Each one of these changes and outgrowths of the new
forms of vegetable and animal life constituted an epoch of in-
numerable ages, thus showing the age of our planet to be beyona
computation. We submit to the reader whether this is not a
more rational, beautiful, and satisfactory solution of the great
problem of mineral, vegetable, animal, and human existence,
than the jumbled-up medley presented by Moses.
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CHAPTER XVI.
ABSURDITIES IN THE ARK AND FLOOD STORY.

Ir there were no other errors or absurdities in the Bible, our
faith in it would diminish at every step in the investigation
of the ark and flood story as related in the sixth chapter of_
Genesis, The avowed purpose of the flood, the means employed,
and their failure to accomplish the end desired, are all at war
with our reason and our moral sense.

1. The first question that naturally arises in considering
this story is, Why should so many millions of innocent beings
— men, women, children, animals; birds, &c. — perish as a pen-
alty for the sins of a few thousand people?

2. The reason given for this wholesale destruction was
the wickedness and moral depravity of the human race. But is
it true that the whole human race was in that state at that
period? According to Manetho and Herodotus, Egypt was in a
state of high ciyilization and moral culture at the time; and,
according to Dr. Hulde, China was also far advanced in the
arts of civilization and in morality. Col. Dow and other
writers represent India as being in a similar condition. There
could, therefore, be no justice in drowning all these nations in
order to_punish a few thousand rambling Jews : it was too much
like ‘¢ burning the barn to destroy the Tats.””

3. An enlightened moralist of the present day would decide
that it was a species of injustice to destroy all the land animals,
and let the fishes and aquatic animals live. It looks like par-
tiality.

4. But God, having discovered that he made a signal fail-
ure in the work of creation, acknowledged that it ‘¢ grieved
him at his heart,’”’ and that he ‘‘ repented ’’ having undertaken
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it. However, he issued a proclamation, stating that ¢¢ the end
of all flesh is come : every thing that is in the earth shall die.”’

5. ¢“1I, even I, do bring a flood of water upon the earth
to destroy all flesh’’ (Gen. xi. 6).  The language seems to im-
ply that somebody else had undertaken, or was about to under-
take, the business.

6. But ‘¢ Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord,”’ and
was placed at the head of this grand scheme; being, as was
assumed, although a_drunkard, the most righteous man that
could be found. —

7. The Lord instructed him to build an ark five hundred
and fifty feet long, twenty feet wide, and fifty-five feet high,
— about the size of an castern warehouse. Think of put-
ting into this twg of every species of apimal, and seven of every
species of clean beast, and fowls of the air! — there being one
hundred and fifty thousand, or, as some make it, §ve hundred
thousand species of animal, one hundred and twelve thousand
kinds of bird, and fifty thousand species of insect.

8. And God ordered to be taken into this ark food suffi-
cient to supply these millions of mouths. This alone would
have required forty such vessels.

9. As it was declared that God destroyed every living thing
from the face of the earth, it would have been necessary to

have food enough stored away to last scveral years, until the
carth could have time to be replenished with hngigLass

and vggetables to serve as food for the gramvorous and her-
bivorous species, and animals for the carnivorous tribes. Th
weight of such a cargo would have been sufficient to sink the
whole British navy !

10. Consider for a moment what amount of food would
be required for each species of animal. The four elephants
(two of each species) would consume a ton of hay in two
days, making more than one hundred and fifty tons in twelve
months. The fourteen rhinoceroses would consume one thou-
sand and fifty tons. And then the horses, cattle, sheep, goats,
asses, zebras, antelopes, and other mammalia, would require at
least two thousand tons more ; making in the aggregate three
thousand two hundred tons. This alone would have filled every
inch of the vessel.
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11. The scven hundred and eighty-four thousand birds
(one hundred and twelve thousand species) would require
grain, which would make it necessary to store several thousand
bushels.

12. The three thousand flesh-eating animals, including lions
(one lion could eat fifteen pounds a day), cats, dogs, jackals,
hyenas, skunks, weasels, crocodiles, snakes, eagles, hawks,
buzzards, &c., would require about forty wagon-loads to be
slaughtered and fed to them each day; for all would require
fresh meat but the buzzards.

13. And otters, minks, gulls, kingfishers, spoonbills, storks,
&c., would require fish for food, which must either be pre-
served in tanks for the purpose, or one hundred and fifty
persons would have to be employed all the time in catching
them ; and there were only four men to do this and perform all
the other labor, — sufficient for five thousand hands.

14. There were nine hundred species of fly-catchers, —
those that feed on flies, beetles, and other insects. We are
not informed whether flies were included in the registered list
or not; but they would, of course, be impudent enough to take
up their quarters in the vessel without invitation.

15. About two hundred and fifty birds known as bee-catch-
ers would have to be supplied with this kind of insect: this
would be, to say the least, rather stinging business.

16. Many cans of cockroaches must have been saved to feed
the birds-of-paradise.

17. There are several kinds of ant-eaters also, which would
have required much time to be spent in searching for ants in the
cracks of the vessel, or in collecting them off the water.

18. The four hundred and forty-two monkeys would require
fresh fruit; and it is not probable anybody had the forethought
to can it for them.

19. Sixty-five species of animal feed on insects; and it
would have been necessary for several persons to spend most
of their time in crawling after millipeds, fleas, wood-lice, &c.

20. There would have been work for fifty boys in providing
leaves and flowers (if there were any possibility that they could
be obtained while merged in twenty-seven feet of water) for
the animals that feed on these things.
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21. Besides food, fresh water must have been stored up
for most of these animals, as they could not have endured
tae salty water of the briny deep.

22. Noah and his family must have studied ornithology and
natural history many years to know what kind of food to save
for the various kinds of birds and animals.

23. Naturalists estimate that there are fourteen different
climates, each with animals adapted only to the temperature
and natural growth of that locality. How, then, could they all
endure the change of being removed to the vicinity of Mount
Ararat? Animals from the frigid zones must have felt like fish
out of water in the warm climate of Armenia.

24. And think of the immense labor required to obtain this
innumerable collection of animals! In the first place, either
Noah or his God must make a trip to the polar regions to
obtain the white bear, the reindeer, the polar dog, &c.

25. And then the Rocky Mountains must be scaled to find
and catch the grizzly bear. Some time and labor must have
been required to obtain the rattlesnakes, copperheads, vipers,
cobras, snapping-turtles, &c., of the torrid zone.

26. And a great deal of strategy must have been employed
to catch the fox, the deer, the antelope, the gazelle, the chim-
panzee, of the temperate zone; also the eagle, hawk, buzzard,
&e.

27. To do all this hunting and catching, and conveying to
the ark, of the million and a half birds and animals, would
have required a larger number of persons than Napoleon or
Xerxes ever commanded ; for, as the whole thing is related as
a natural occurrence, we can not assume that they made the
journey of their own accord.

28. The Bible commentator Scott supposes that angels were
employed to aid in this business of storing away the animals
in the ark; but it is certainly derogatory to that elevated order
of beings to suppose they would stoop to such groveling work
as bug-hunting, skunk-catching, snake-snaring, &c.

29. And how could this immense multitude of respiring
and perspiring animals live and breathe in a vessel with but
one little twenty-two-inch window. and that in the thiid
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story, and shut up most of the time to keep the rain out, espe-
cially if some giraffe had been disposed to monopolize it when
it was open by thrusting his head out? How could they be
kept thus for a whole year without breeding pestilence and
death?

30. All animals require light; and total darkness must have
reigned in the two lower stories, and only a partial light sup-
plied the third story, — just what could come through a twenty-
two-inch window.

31. The chorus of voices in the ark — consisting of bellow-
ing, baying, howling, screaming, hissing, neighing, snorting,
roaring, chattering, buzzing, &c.—suggests that deafness
would have been a blessing to the human beings present.

32. We are told that ‘¢ fifteen cubits upward did the water
prevail, and the mountains were covered.’”” Fifteen cubits
(twenty-seven feet) would not cover nine-tenths of the build-
ings now on the earth. Ararat is seventeen thousand feet,
and Everest twenty-nine thousand feet high.

33. Several scientists have shown by actual experiment that
the atmosphere could not contain the fourteen-hundredth part
of the water that is represented to have fallen in the time of
the flood. '

34. Who or what conducted the ark to Ararat when the
waters subsided? In the Brahminical flood story a fish is said
to have performed this feat, and dragged it to Mt. Hinavat;
but Noah and Moses are silent on this point. .

35. The peak of Ararat is perpetually covered with snow and
ice ; hence it must have been rather difficult and dangerous for
the biped and quadruped cargo to descend from it.

36. And what was there to prevent the nine hundred car-
nivorous animals from devouring the sheep, hogs, poultry, rab- -
bits, minks, hedgehogs, &o., as they tumbled pell-mell down the
mountain together.

87. The same catastrophe must have ensued from the act
of turning them loose upon the earth together, with nothing to
subsist upon but the flesh and blood of each other.

38. Many Qriental nations have traditions of a flood, and
some of them of several floods. Xisuthrus of Chaldea built a
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ship, in which he saved himself and family during a mighty flo.d
which overflowed the world ; also Fohi of China, Menu of the
Brahmins, Satravarata of India, and Deucalion of Greece.
Hence it appears there were several families saved besides that
of Noah's. Egypt and India have stories of two floods occur-
ring at different periods, —one ninety-five hundred years ago.
All these stories are evidently older than that recorded in the
Christian Bible.

39. Geologists and archeeologists have collected a whole vol-
ume of evidence, which shows that such a deluge could never
have taken place as is embodied in the traditions of several
nations. The fresh water of the lakes, and the salt water of the
seas and oceans, would have been so mixed as never again to
be separated as they are now. Egyptian monuments and sculp-
ture can be traced to a much earlier period than that assigned
for Noah’s flood.

40. Lepsius has traced the existence of several races or tribes
of negroes up to a period within forty-eight years of Noah’s
flood ; this would seem to indicate that some of Noah’s family
were negroes, and must have ‘¢ multiplied and replenished *’
very rapidly to start several races in forty-eight years.

41. The dynasties of Egyptian kings can be traced back
several thousand years beyond Noah’s time.

42. It is true Jesus Christ and the apostles indorsed the
truth of the flood story (Matt.xxiv. 37); but that is evidence
against their intelligence, instead of being a proof of the truth
of the story.

43. And the assumed divine author of the flood admitted it
was an utter failure, — that it entirely failed to accomplish the
end intended ; for it was declared but a few centuries after,
that ¢‘ the imagination of man’s heart is evil, and only evil,
continually,’’ which is an evidence that the wicked folks were
not all drowned by the world’s inundation.

44. With respect to the many difficulties and impossibilities
I have enumerated as lying in the way of carrying out this
experiment of the flood, it is sometimes argued in defense,
that, as the whole thing was in the hands .of God, such
obstacles would not be a straw in his way. But such persons
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have failed to notice that it is nowhere stated or implied that
it was to be accomplished by miracles. A miracle could have
destroyed all the wicked inhabitants of the earth in a moment,
without any flood or other means.

45. With regard to its being only a partial deluge, as argued
by some Bible defenders, we will say that it is only necessary
to examine the language of the Bible to settle this matter. It
is declared over and over again, that the whole earth was cov-
ered with water, and every living thing destroyed. If it had
been only a partial deluge, all that would have been necessary
for Noah to do to save himself and family would have been to
migrate to some dry country; and the doomed sinners might
have saved themselves in this way.

46. I will note here that the rainbow was for more than a
thousand years looked upon both as evidence that there had
been a universal deluge, and also that there never would be
another. It is only at a recent period that the study of philoso-
phy has disclosed the fact that the rainbow is caused by the
reflection and refraction of the rays of light upon the falling
rain, and the error thus exploded.

' 47. One thing in connection with this flood story is not clear-
ly explained in the Bible: Methuselah’s time was not out till
ten months after the flood began, according to Bible chronology.
Where was he during this ten months?
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CHAPTER XVIIL.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, MORAL DEFECTS OF.

TaesE commandments have always been regarded by Bible
believers as being a remarkable display of infinite wisdom, and
as being morally perfect beyond criticism; and consequently
they have passed from age to age without examination, when a
little investigation would have shown any logical mind that they
contain palpable errors both in logic and morals.

First commandment : ** Thou shalt have no other Gods be-
fore me’’ (Exod. xx. 8); that is, as commentators have in-
terpreted it, ¢ Thou shalt prefer no Gods to me.”” And why
not? What harm can it do? Supposing the people prefer a

—> golden calf, as the Jews did under the leadership of Aaron,
_in the name of reason how can it injure either God or man?
"\ if not, where is the objection? The feeling of devotion is the
same in all cases, whatever may be the object worshiped.
Hence the worshiper is as much benefited by worshiping one
ohject as another. On the other hand, it would be a slander
upon infinite wisdom to suppose he can desire the homage, adora-
tion, and flattery of poor ignorant mortals, and desire them
to crouch at his feet. It would make a mere coxcomb of him
to suppose he can be pleased with such adulation, or that he
desires such homage. We worship no such God.

Second commandment. Thesecond commandment prohibits
our making *¢ the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above,
the earth beneath, or the waters under the earth >’ (Exod. xx. 4).
Let us look, in the first place, at the effect of this prohibition,
and then at the character of the act. It effectnally cuts off the
use of photographs, portraits, and pictures, —illustrations of
every description; for all these are likenesses of something.
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Hence thousands of cases of the violation of this command-
ment take place every day in all Christian or civilized countries.
Books are issued every day containing likenesses of something
in the heavens above or the earth beneath ; especially are school-
books illustrated with the likenesses of all kinds of living beings,
and often with inanimate objects, by which children learn. The
second commandment is utterly disregarded and trampled under
foot by all Christendom.

Third commandment. This commandment prohibits our
bowing down to and worshiping any other God but Jehovah,
because ‘¢ I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God *’ (Exod. xx.5).
As for ¢ jealousy,’’ it will make any being hateful and despised,
according to William Penn. But why not worship other Gods
(that is, beings supposed to represent or resemble God)? Can
any serious evil result from such an act, cither to God or his
worshipers? If so, what is it? Let us assume, for the sake
of the argument, that the heathen who bow down to images of
wood and stone suppose them to be the veritable living and true
God (which, however, is not true), yet it would be the very
climax of folly to suppose that an infinite being, of such infinite
perfection that it places him at an infinite distance beyond hu-
man flattery, can take the slightest offense at such an act. It
is childish to entertain such a thought. A thousand times more
sensible is the doctrine of the Hindoos’ Vedas, which makes God
(Brahma) say, ‘¢ Those who worship other Gods worship me,
because I hear them, and correct their mistake.’”” We will illus-
trate : — P

A rebel soldier (son of a doctor) was wounded near his father’s
house, in Kentucky, during the war, in which he immediately
sought refuge. As he entered the hall (it being evening twi-
light), he observed some person at the farther end whom he
supposed to be his father, and exclaimed, ‘¢ Father, I am
wounded! Can you aid me?’’ His father, being in a room
above, overheard him, and responded, ‘¢ Yes, sir.”” Had he had
the vanity of Jehovah, he should have replied, ¢¢ No, sir: you
mistook the servant in the hall for me: therefore I will not
assist you, but punish you, and kill you.”” Remember, Jeho-
vah is represented as killing the worshipers of other Gods
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(Deut. 3iii. 6). If an illiterate heathen in like manner should,
in his ignorance, call upon idols or mere imaginary beings for
aid, would not his heavenly Father, ‘‘in the room above’’ or
the heaven above, hear him and reply, ¢ You are mistaken; I
am here, not there; but no difference, the mistake is not im-
portant : your intention was good, and your motives honest;
therefore I will grant your request’’? This would be sensible.
But Jchovah is represented as saying, ¢¢ If thy brother or son
or daughter, or even the wife of thy bosom, shall say, let us
go and scrve other Gods, thou shalt not pity nor spare, but
kill tkem”’ (Decut. xiii. 6). IIere is the most shocking cruelty,
combined with supr onsense. We %ﬂﬁﬁm kill
f‘wives, sons, and daughters, if they entertain a different view of
God from ours, no matter how honest thcy may be; and there
I‘is no question but that all worshipers are honest. They can not
be otherwise. And yet there is no sin more freqyently or more
fearfully denounced i 1wgghn§g@mﬂfzm?1%%rwm»

ibg other Gods. Who can not see that it all grew out of the
Litter s an bigotry of the Jews, which enfrcndered feclings
@Wm\r@)ﬁho refused to subscribe to their
creed? This has been the fault of all creed worshipers. As
¢ no man hath seen God at any time ’’ (John i. 18), it must be a
matter of imagination with every human being as to what is the
form, size, and character of God. And therefore it can make
Do difference what God, or what kind of God, we call upon in
our prayers. We would be equally heard and answered, if there
were & God answering prayer. The third commandment, there-
fore, is devoid of sound sense.

Fourth commandment: ¢¢ Thou shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy God in vain >’ (Exod. xx. 7). The word ¢ vain’’ is
defined to mean ‘¢ worthless, fruitless;’’ that is, attended with
no good results. And we can not conceive that it can be any
more sinful to take the name of God in vain than that of a
human being, or of any other object. It is not rational to sup-
pose God, while superintending thec movements of cighty-five
millions of worlds, pays any attention to the manne: in which
the inhabitants of this little planet use his name, or that he
cares any thing about it. And then how is it possible for us



THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 99

to know when we are using his name in vain, and when we sre
not?

Fifth commandment: ¢ Remember the sabbath day to keep
it holy.”” This commandment is universally laid aside by all
Christendom. Nobody keeps the sabbath but the Jews. And
as God himself does not keep the sabbath, but lets all nature
run and work (her laws operate the same on that day as on all
other days of the week), we can not believe the sabbath was
instituted by him.

Sixth commandment : ** Honor thy father and mother *’ (Exod.
xx. 12). Pretty good; but the reason assigned for it is devoid
of sense, — ¢‘ That thy days may be long upon the earth.”” We
have never learned that long-lived persons have been more duti-
ful to parents than others.

Seventh commandment : ¢ Thou shalt not kill ”’ (Exod. xx.
13). If the word ‘¢ not’’ were left out, we would concede this
commandment has been faithfully obeyed. His ¢ holy people *’
were killing nearly all the time ; and their successors (the Chris-
tians) have inundated the earth with blood by a constant viola-
tion of this command. What good, therefore, we would ask,
has resulted from this commandment?

Tenth commandment. The tenth commandment forbids us
to covet our ncighbor’s house, wife, or servant, or any of hig
property (covet, *to desire earnestly’’). We can not conceive
how there can be any moral turpitude in the act of desiring to
possess any of our neighbor’s property, or even his wife, if no
improper means are used to obtain them. The command was
doubtless issued to keep the poor man from aping the rich, and
to make him content with his own lot and condition.

The above will be understood to be the true exposition of
¢t the holy commandments of the Lord,”’ ¢‘the ten glorious
laws of God,”’ when people become accustomed to use their
reason in matters of religion.
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Q}QQ CHAPTER XVIIL
FOOLISH BIBLE STORIES.

I. TaLKING SERPENTS AND TALKING Asses. —GEX. mI.,
Nou. xxm.

THe laws of nature appear to have possessed but little force,
permanency, or reliability in the days of Moses, as they were
often brought to a dead halt, and set aside on the most trivial
occasions, according to Bible history; and nothing could be
learned of the character, habits, or natural powers of animals
by their form or physical conformation, if they possessed, as
represented, minds and reasoning powers supposed to be pe-
culiar to the human species. Hence the study of natural history
must have becn useless. When naturalists at the present day
find animals without the organs of speech, they assume they do
not possess the ability to talk and reason. But the absence of
the vocal organs in the days of Moses appears to have furnished
no criterion, and interposed no obstacle to becoming a fluent
speaker and an able reasoner, as is illustrated in the case of a
serpent and an asstalln_r;gg’g%iqlilm_ ~a lawyer. Hence
natural history could have possessed no attraction, as nothing
certain could have been learned by studying it.

1. It is a singular reflection that the Christian plan of salva-
tion is based on a serpent, and with about as little show of sense
as the Hottentot tradition of the earth resting on the heads of
four turtles.

2. The idea of God creating a serpent to thwart and defeat
his plans and designs, or permitting him to do it, is absolutely
ridiculous.

3. If God knew, when he created the serpent, that his machi
nations would bring ¢¢ death and sin and all our woe’’ into the
world, the act would prove him to be an unprincipled being.
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4. And, if he did not know it, he must have been ignorant
and short-sighted, and not fit to be a God.

5. It would imply that he made a wonderful mistake in creat-
ing a being that ‘‘ turned right round,”’ and made war on his
own kingdom, crippled it, and defeated its success.

6. To assume that God could be outwitted by a serpent is to
place him lower in the scale of intelligence than a snake.

7. It would seem that the serpent was superior to Jehovah
either in knowledge or veracity ; for his statement relative to
the etfect of eating the fruit proved to be true, while that of
Jehovah proved to be false (Gen. iii. 3).

8. And, as we have shown in chapter liii, he was a greater
friend and benefactor to the human race than Jehovah, as a
number of benefits and blessings were conferred upon Adam
and Eve and their posterity by yielding to his advice instead of
obeying the mandates of Jehovah.

9. It would doubtless be a source of gratification to natural-
ists of the present age to learn what species of snake that was
which possessed such a remarkable intellect and reasoning facul-
ties and powers of speech; and also whether Hebrew was its
vernacular.

10. Why is it that ladies of the present day possess none of
the nerveless intrepidity and moral courage of old mother Eve,
who could stand and listen to a serpent talking without any
signs of fainting, and with a perfect nonchalunce, when our
modern ladies would probably scream or run if a snake they
should meet should assume the liberty to address them even in
the most polite manner? Mother Eve must have been familiar
with oddities.

11. If serpents and asses could talk in the days of Moses,
why not now? Why have they lost the power of speech?

12. The species of serpents and asses which furnished such
distinguished reasoners and orators should have been preserved,
both as natural curiosities and on account of their practical
benefits. It would be a source of instruction as well as amuse
ment for a traveler, while journeying astride the back of an
ass, to be able to enter into a friendly chitchat and exchange
views with him, especially if the ass should be well posted on
the topics of the day.
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13. It secms singular that the heathen prophet Balaam should
be able to enlighten infinite wisdom when he called on him for
information concerning Balak, King of Moab, or that he should
have been better posted in the matter.

14. The circumstance of Jehovah advising Balaam to go at
the call of Balak to curse Israel, then becoming very angry at
him because he did go, and employing an ass to intercept his
journey, evinces him to have been a fickle-minded and change-
able being. (Num. xxii. 20, 22.)

15. It appears that, with all of Balaam’s superior intelli-
gence, he was inferior in spiritual discernment to that of his ass,
as she could see the spirit standing in the road when he could
not. )

16. It has been contemptuously suggested as a slur on spirit-
ualism, that perhaps the ass was a spiritual medium. But the
fact that asses (of the biped species) can now be found endowed
with the power of speech, renders the conclusion more rational
that the ass talked without the aid of a spirit.

Such are some of the ridiculous features of these ridiculous
stories. The expedient of disposing of these foolish stories as
allegories, as some have attempted, will not avail any thing:
for such figures are too low and groveling to be employed even
as metaphors ; and there is no hint in the Bible that they are to
be understood in an allegorical or metaphorical sense

II. THE STORY OF CAIN, ABSURDITIES OF.

1. Did not Eve dishonor God when, at the birth of Cain, she
said, ‘I have got a man from the Lord’’ (Gen. iv. 1), inas-
much as he turned out to be a murderer?

2. Did not God know that Cain would become a murderer?
If he did not, he is not an omniscient God.

3. And, if he did know it, would it not make him accountable
for the murder?

4. Why did God set a mark on Cain that ¢* whosoever should
find him should not slay him’’ (Gen. iv. 15), when there was
no ‘“ whosoever ’’ in existence but his father and mother? And
it can not be supposed they would have to hunt to find him,
or that they would kill him when found.
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5. And how could ‘¢ whosoever >’ know what the mark meant?

6. Where did or where could Cain have gone when he ‘¢ fled
from the presence of the Lord’’ (Gen. iv. 16), as David says
he is present everywhere, even in hell?

7. How could Cain find a wife in the land of Nod (see Gen.
iv. 17), when he himself had killed the whole human race ex-
cepting his father and mother? There were then no women to
make wives of.

8. Why did Cain build a clty (see Gen iv. 17), when there
was nobody to inhabit it?

9. As there were ‘¢ workers of iron and brass’’ in this city,
does it not furnish evidence that there was a race of people who
bhad attained a high state of civilization before Adam was
made ? - =

10. And as brass is not an ore, but a compound of copper.
and zinc, does it not furnish evidence that the mining business
and” the inechanic arts were carried on long before Adam’s
time ?

11. If Cain did find a wife in the land of Nod, is it not evi-
dence that some ribs had been converted into women before
Adam’s time?

12. Where did Cain find carpenters and masons to build his
city, if his father and mother constxtuted the whole human race?

13. Did not Jehova: K™ rhen he accepted Abel’s offering
and rejected Cain’s, that hewas sowing the seeds of discord
that would lead to murder?

14. And did he not set a bad example by showing partiality,
as there is no reason assigned for preferring Abel’s offering?

15. Had not Cain just ground for believing that his offering
of herbs would be accepted, inasmuch as Jehovah had ordered
Adam to use herbs for food?

16. Must we conclude that Jehovah had a carnivorous appe-
tite, which caused him to prefer animals to vegetables for sac-
rifices ?

17. What sense was there in dooming Cain to be a vagabond
among men, when there was but one man in the world, and that
his father?

Vv
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III. Tue AR oF THE COVENANT, ABSURDITIES OF. —1 Sam.
CHAP. VI.

We find no case in any history of superstition reaching a
more exalted climax than that illustrated in the history of the
J’m covengnt. It appears that up to the time of

‘Solomon the Jews had no temple for their God to dwell in, but
for some time previous hauled him about in a box, about four
feet long by thirty inches deep, known as the ¢‘ ark of the cov-
enant.” Letﬁt?t%b’e?fﬁioscd that we misrepresent in saying
that Jehovah was supposed to dwell in this box; for it is ex-
plicitly stated that he dwelt between the cherubims, which consti-
tuted a part of the accoutrements of the ark. (See 1 Sam. iv.
4.) One of the mo%_sjgggl_a;_and ridiculous features connected
with this story is, that Jehovah, in giving instructions for the
construction of the ark, told the people thcy must offer, among
other curious things, badger-skins, goat’s hair, and red ram’s
skins (i.e., ram’s sknmed) What use God Almighty
could have had for the hides and hair of these dead animals is
hard to goggcgg Could superstmon descend lower than this?
As minute a description is given of the whole affair by Jehovah
and Moses as if there were some sense in it. The box was
hauled about by two cows; and it was enjoined that those se-
lected by the Philistines should be cows that had never been

worked or harnessed, and that their calves should be shut up \/

and left at home. This is descending to a ‘‘ bill of particulars.”’
The calves must have suﬂemwere driven far
away, and then slaughtered. What became of the calves is not
stated ; but we are told that the cows kept up a continual bel-
lowing, or ‘¢ lowing.”” Perhaps this was designed as a kind of
base or tenor for the music which accompanied them; and this
accounts for the calves being left at home. It is curious to
observe that the cows were not yoked to the cart on which the
ark was drawn, but tied to it,— probably by their tails. :I:h
Jews did not seem_to possess sufficient -mechanica or
cnius to invent an ox-yoke. Another singular part of this
gm “story 1s, that’ “the Philistines constructed six golden
mice to accompany the ark ; and yet we are told that the Jews

v
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were not allowed to have images of any thing (Ex. xx. 4). The
most serious consideration connected with this affair was the vast
destruction _of human life. In the first place the Philistines, in a
battle with the Lord’s people, slew thirty thousand of them, and
captured this box, as we must presume, with the Lord in it. It
seems strange that, when Jehovah had fought so many success-
ful battles, he would allow himself to be captured. It was some
time, too, before he was recovered from the Philistines. When
this was effected, as the ark was being conveyed back under the
_superintendence of David, with a company of thirty thousand
people, whﬂé‘ﬁa\sﬁﬁé'bver some rough ground, the cart jostled,
and the ark came near being thrown off, with the Lord Jehovah
in it, who would probably have been considerably bruised by
the fall. But a very clever man by the name of Uzzah clapped
his hand upon the cart to prevent this awful catastrophe; and,
although probably actuated by the best and most pious motives,
he was immediately killed for it. This part of the story has a
_bad moral. On another occasion, on the arrival .of the ark at
Bethshemesh, because one or two persons attempted to gratify
a very natural curiosity by looking into the ark, Jehovah became
so much cnraged that he killed fifty thousand of the pcople of
Bcthshemesh Here- is another of the many cases in which

thousands of innocent people v were “punished for the sin of one

man or a few persons. Tow can any good grow out of the
Telation of such unjust, unprincipled, and superstitious_doings
recorded in a bock designed for the moral instruction and sal-
vation of the world? We are told that at every place to which
this box was carried, while in the hands of the Philistines, it
caused death and destruction, or some other serious calamity.

"At Ashdod it produced disease and destruction among the people
to an alarming extent; and similar results followed while the
ark was at Ekron. Assuming that there is any truth in the
story, the thought is here suggested that the box might have
been affected w1th some malarious disease. While at Dagon it
caused the God of that place to fall down in the night from his
resting-place ; on the second night he lost both his hands.

Who that is acquainted with J. ewnsh history can not sec that this
circumstance is related to show that the God of the Jews wag

K L
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| superior to other Gods, as he excelled them in working miracles
in Egypt and other places? That it was a borrowed tradition
is quite evident from the fact that the Hindoos and Egyptians
had practiced similar rites and customs anterior to that period.

- The Hindoo ark was carried on a pole by four priests; and,
wherever it touched ground, it wrought miracles in the shape of
deaths and births, or the outgushing of springs of water. The

. Egyptian ark was constructed of gold, which probably made
the box more valuable than the God within. All such wooden
or metal Gods were supposed to operate as a _talisman, or pro-
tection against evil. When will the believers in divine revela-
tion and divine prodigies learn that all such superstitious customs
and inventions were the work of men, and not of God?

IV. KoraH, DATHAN, AND ABIRAM, ABSURDITIES. — NUM.
CHAP. XVI.
These three leading men of Israel, growing tired of the tyran-
nical usurpations of Moses, concocted a_muliny, in which they

succeeded in enlisting some two hundred and fifty persons.
When Moses learned what was oa Tfoot, this ‘‘meek man’’

became very angry, and WMME\?IE{Z‘E““* and re-
quested him not to accept their offering wheémthey came to make
their usual oblations. The Lord took Moses’ advice, and not
only refused their offering, but sp@gﬂlgd open where they
stuod, so that they fell in, and were seen no more. And, when
their two hundred and fifty followers saw this, they fled, fearing
they might share the same fate. But that expedient did not
save them: ¢¢ a fire came out from the Lord,’’ and consumed the
whole number. It must have been a fearful fire to consume so
many while they were running. The fire came from the Lord ;
but where the Lord was at the time we are not informed, —
whether sitting on his throne in heaven, or standing beside the
altar, as he frequently did. Hence we can not tell whether the
fire came from heaven, as it did on some other occasions, or
from below. It must have been a very aggravated case of
rebellion ; for God and Moses both got angry at once, which
was something rather unusual. ~ It was customary, when Jcho-
vah got angry and made severe threats of what he would do,

7/
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for Dloses to. interfere, and intercede for his people, and try to
ool him down ; and, by the powerof his logic and ~and eloquence, he
mostly succeeded in convmcmg him that he was wrong, and got
him to desist from carrying his threats into execution. But, on
this occasion, Moses, being angry himself, let him take his own
course. But the most unjust and unmerciful act in the whole
, transaction was that of Jehovah sending a plague, and destroy-
/ing fourteen thousand more, mermy mourned for
their destroyed friends, and ventured_to complain of the course

}he and Moses were pursuing. It was certainly cruel to destroy
them for so shght an offense. It appears that, by Aaron’s
standing ¢ between the dead and the living, the plague was
stayed.”” But for this timely interference of Jehovah’s high
priest, there is no knowing when or where the plague would have
stopped. Now, is it not something near akin to blasphemy to
charge such nonsense — ay, worse than nonsense, cruelty, injus-
tice, and malignity — to the just God of the universe?

V. Tae StorY OF DANIEL AND NEBUCHADNEZZAR.

We shall not attempt to present an exposition of all the
absurdities which abound in the Book of Daniel, but will merely
notice a few of its most incﬁiﬁﬁﬁents. The most
amusing chapter in the history of Daniel is his interpretation
of the dreams of King Nebuchadnezzar. I{ appears that on
“one occasion the ldngAnhg;uTtb\rgofmis dream, which made it
ostensibly necessary for Daniel, before interpreting it, to repro-
duce it. But who can not see it was not necessary for him to
do either to save his reputation and his life, both of which it
appears were at stake? If he were possessed of an active,
fertile imagination, he could invent both, and palm them off on
to the king as the original, who would be perfectly unsable to
detect the trick, as he knew nothing about either. It is stated
that one of the dreams consigned the king to the fate of eating
grass like an ox for three years. In all such incredible stories
which abound in the Christians’ Bible, we find glaring absurdities,
which a little reflection would reveal to the reader if he would
allow himself to think. There is a palpable absurdity in this
story which shows that.the conversion of the king.into an ox
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us & punishment could not have achieved that end. If he were
converted into an ox, his reason was gone, and he was uncon-
scious of his condition ; and hence it was no punishment at all.
Or, if he still retained his reason, he had nothing todo but to walk
away, and find food more congenial to his appetite than grass.
And thus the story defeats itself. It is stated his hair became
like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like the claws of a bird
(Dan. iv. 83), — a very singular-looking ox surely. It would have
been more appropriate to call such a being an eagle or a dragon.
Such is the careless and disjointed manner in which all Bible
stories are told, as if related by mere ignorant children. The
most conclusive ‘¢ knock-down argument’’ to the truth of this
story is found in the fact that no allusion to this astounding
miracle can be found by any of the historians of that or any
other nation. Had the king been transformed into an ox, the
history of his own nation (the Persians) would abound in allu-
sions to the marvelous fact. Its silence on it settles the ques-
tion. :

We will occupy sufficient space to allude to one incident in
the story of ‘¢ the three holy children,’’ which we find related in
the Book of Daniel. - It is stated that a being who looked *¢ like
the Son of God’’ was seen by the king walking in the furnace.
To be sure! We are quite curious to know how he found out
how the Son of God looks. How long had he lived in heaven
with him so as to become familiar with his countenance? What
silly nonsense !

VI. SopoM AND GOMORRAH.

Story of Sodom and Gomorrah. We are seemingly required
by this story to believe that God keeps a manufactory of brim-
stone in heaven; for we are told that ¢‘ the Lord rained upon
Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of
beaven’’ (Gen. xix.). If we credit this story, we may infer
that the Lord keeps a supply of the article on hand, perhaps to
be let down occasionally to replenish the bottomless pit.

The science of chemistry has demonstrated within the present
century that the air is composed of nitrogen and oxygen; and
it has also demonstrated that oxygen gas and sulphur or brim-
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stone, when brought into contact, are, with a moderate amount
of heat, dissolved, united, and converted into oil of vitriol.
Hence, if fire and brimstone rained from heaven in that climate,
it is scientifically and chemically certain that the people were
pelted with a shower of the oil of vitriol.

One square mile of the earth’s surface in that locality would
be supplied with about thirtcen thousand million pounds of oxygen.
The requisite amount of brimstone to convert this into oil of
vitriol would be about ten thousand million pounds, making in
the whole twenty-three thousand millions of pounds.

This would have been sufficient to spoil all the Sunday gar-
ments of the people, but could not have burned them up; for
cold oil will not burn, and the fire and brimstone would have
been converted into oil long before they reached the earth, and
become too cool for the heat to injure any thing.

We are told that several oities were destroyed by this divine
jodgment. And pray how many cities could exist in 8 hot and
arid desert, where there was not a drop of water that a human
being could drink ?

VII. Tower oF BaBEL.

Of all the stories ever recorded in any book, disclosing on the
part of the writer a profound ignorance of the sciences, —em-
bracing, at least, astronomy, geography, and philosophy, — that
of the Tower of Babel was probably never excelled. A brief
enumeration of some of its absurdities will disclose this fact.

1. We are told (in chap. xi. of Genesis), that, after God had
discovered by some means that ¢ the children of men’’ were
building a city and a tower to reach to heaven, he ‘¢ came down
to see the city and the tower’’ (Gen. xi. 6). The statement
that he ¢ came down '’ implies that he was a local being, and
pot the omnipotent and omnipresent God.

2. If he were not already present, and had to travel and
descend in order to be present, we should like to know what
mode of travel he adopted. 1t appears from the story that, if
he came down, he must have returned almost immediately, and
descended a second time; for, after this, he is represented as
sasing,‘‘ Go to, let us go down, and there confound their lan-
guage”’ (Gen. xi. 7).
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3. Who was this ¢‘us?’’ The use of this plural pronoun
‘us’’ implies that there were several Gods on hand.

4. And, if he came down. who did he leave in his place?
Must we assume there is a trinity of Gods? But it would be
superlative nonsense to assume that the three Gods could be one
(as Christians claim) if one of them could leave the kingdom.

5. How did the writer know that he or they talked in this
manner, as he could not have been present in person to hear it ?

6. In this same chapter the * inspired writer’’ tells us, ¢ The
whole earth was of one language and one speech ’’ (Gen. xi. 1).
In the preceding chapter there is a long list of different tongues,
or languages, and nations ; and it is declared they were ¢¢ divided
in their lands, every one after his tongue, families, and nations.”’
IIow contradictory !

7. What a childish and ludicrous notion the writer entertained
with respect to heaven when he cherished the belief that a tower
could be erected to reach it !

8. According to St. Jerome the Tower of Babel was twenty
thousand feet high. A Jewish writer says it was eighty thousand.
In the first case it would be nearly four miles in height; in the
other, over fifteen miles, — nearly three times the height of the
highest mountain on the globe! No method has ever yet been
discovered for elevating building materials to such a height.

9. Taking St. Jerome as authority, the hod-carriers, in ascend-
ing and descending, would have to perform a journey of more
than seven miles each trip.

10. As the air becomes rarefied in proportion to its distance
from the earth, the lungs of the workmen would have collapsed,
and their blood have congealed, before they climbed half-way to
the top. They could not have breathed at such a height.

11. As the earth is constantly revolving on its axis, the crazy
tower-builders would only be in the direction of the point at
which they aimed once in twenty-four hours, and then moving
with a speed one hundred and forty times greater than that of a
cannon-ball. It would require dexterous springing to leap into
the door of heaven as they passed it.

12. And as the earth, in its orbit, moves at the rate of sixty-
vight thousand miles an hour, it would soon carry them millions
of miles beyond any point they might be aiming to reach.
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13. After all, we can not see any possible objection Jehovah
or any other God could have had to such an enterprise.

14. If the Babelites had succeeded in climbing into heaven,
what of it? Was Omnipotence afraid they would dispossess
him of his throne, and scize the reins of government? If not,
what could have been the objection?

15. And then it would not have taken the ‘¢ heavenly host *’
fifteen minutes to tumble them out, as they did Michael and the
dragon.

16. The truth is, the imaginary God of the Jews was a_sus-
pic)us, cowardly, and fealous being. He was constantly getting
Ioto hot water. He appeared to live in perpetual fear day and
night that some other God, or some of his own creatures,
would encroach upon his rights. In this case he seemed to be
alarmed for fear those ignorant, deluded tower-builders and wild
fanatics would succeed in reaching the heavenly home, perhaps
bind him, and cast him out of his own kingdom. What super-
lative nonsense is the whole story! And yct millions believe it
to be divinely inspired, and many thousands of dollars have
been spent in printing it, and circulating it over the world.

VIII. StoprPING THE SUN AND MOON, — ABSURDITIES OF TLE
Story.

Of all the stories that ever taxed the brain or credulity of a
man of science, that of Joshua stopping the sun and moon
stands pre-eminent. Think of bringing to a stand-still that
magnificent and immense luminary which constitutes the center
of a solar system of one hundred and thirty worlds, all of which
move in harmony with it. Such a catastrophe would have
broken one hundred and thirty planets loose from their orbits,
and dashed them together in utter confusion, and would thus
have broken up our solar system. The shock produced upon
thie earth would have thrown every thing on its surface off into
boundless svace.

For a pun,  man, on a little planet like this, to command the
mighty sun, which is fourteen hundred thousand times as large
as the earth, to stop in its grand career, would be corparable
to an ant saying to a mountain, ‘¢ Get out of my way.”’
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And, when we look at the cruel and wicked purpose for which
this stupendous miracle is said to have been wrought, we are
shocked at the demoralizing effect such lessons must have upon
the millions who look upon it as the work of a just and right-
eous God.

It savors too much of blasphemy to assume that a God of
infinite justice would perform an act attended with such direful
consequences, merely to allow the little, bloody-minded Joshua
more time to blow out the brains and tear out the hearts of his
cnemies, guilty of no crime but that of believing in a different
rcligious creed. Farewell to reason, justice, and morahty, if
we must subscribe to such moral lessons as this !

And why did he have the moon stopped at midday, when it
could not be seen, and was, perhaps, on the opposite side of the
globe? Egypt, India, Greece, and Mexico all have traditions
of the sun stopping, but, in most cases, have too much sense
to stop the moon. Fohi of China had the sun stopped eight
hundred and fifty years before Joshua, the son of Nun, ever
saw the sun. Bacchus and other God-men of Egypt had it
stopped four times. While in Greece Phaethon was set after it
to hurry it up, and increase its speed. A ¢ poor rule that will
not work both ways!’’ The Chinese annals state that the sun
stopped ten days during the reign of the Emperor Yom.
Argoon of India stopped it several days for his own accommo-
datlon

But, unfortunately for the cause of religion, or rather religious
superstition, no man of science, in any of these countries, has
as much as noticed these world-astounding phenomena; and no
writer, but one religious fanatic in each case, has spoken of
them, —a circumstance of itself sufficient to render them ut-
terly incredible.

IX. THE STORY OF SAMSON,—ITS ABSURDITIES.

YVere the story of Samson found in any other book than the
Christian Bible, it would be looked upon by Bible believers as
one of those wild and incredible legends of heathen mythology
with which all the holy books of that age abound. But it is
accepted as true because found in the Bible; and the Bible is
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considered to be true, partly because it tells such marvelous
stories. It is assumed that they prove each other. Perhaps it
is upon the presumption that ‘it is a poor rule that will not
work both ways.”’

1. We are told (Judg. chap. xiii.) that an angel appeared tc
the wife of Manoah, and promised her a son; and Manoah
seemed to be as well pleased about the matter as his wife, and
seemed to care but little whether the father was a man or an
angel or a God, and we are left in the dark as to which it
was.

2. Itisrather a notable circumstance that the Jewish God and
his angels seemed to have a great deal to do in trying to accom-
modate and aid old women in becoming mothers, as in the
case of Abraham’s wife and Manoah’s wife, also Elizabeth
and Mary in the New Testament, and other cases.

3. The man or angel or God, whichever it was (for he is
called by each name), that appeared to Mrs. Manoah, advised
her to abstain from strong drink, and to eat no unclean thing.
Very good advice to be observed at any time; but it seems to
imply that she was in the habit of using such pernicious
articles.

4. And, when her child was born, he was called Samson, and
was remarkable for his great strength, which is said to lie in
his hair. The mighty denizens of the forest interposed no
obstacle to his march; and houses were but playthings, to be
tossed in the air like balls. e is reported to have seized a
lion and slain him when yet a boy, without a weapon of any
kind. It would have been well if this mighty hero had been
present when Jchovah had a battle with the Canaanites (Judg. i.
19), as he would not probably have been defeated so easily
because they had chariots of iron. "Those vehicles of iron
wonld have been mere straws for Samson. If their respective

- histories be true, he excelled Jehovah, both with regard to
strength and courage, in a severe contest.

5. It is stated that, a short time after this young bachelor-
hero had slain the king of the forest, as he was returning home
from a visit to his lady-love, he observed that a swarm of bees
had taken possession of the carcass, and filled it with honey.
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Those bees must have been very much less fastidious in their
tastes and habits than the bees of modern times; for the latter
shun a carcass as instinctively as death.

6. Another remarkable circumstance connected with this case
is, that the long-haired bachelor thrust his hands through the
bees, and tore out the honey, regardless of their stinging mode
of defending their rights. His skin must have been as remark-
able for toughness as his muscles for strength.

7. One of the most cruel, ungodly, and fiendish acts of this
young hero was that of murdering thirty men to get their gar-
ments, as a recompense to those thirty persons who solved his
riddle; thus massacring thirty innocent persons in order to
strip them of their garments, — an unprovoked and wanton
murder. And yet it is declared, ¢ the spirit of God was with
him.”” What shocking ideas of Deity !

8. Samson was evidently a ‘¢ free-lover,”’ as he had inter-
course with a number of women of doubtful character.

9. His next great feat consisted in chasing and catching three
hundred foxes, and tying their tails together, and making a fire-
brand of them. It must have been a good time to raise poultry
after so many foxes had disappeared, but certainly not before
that event, if foxes were so numerous.

10. It seems strange that these ‘¢ tail-bearers ’’ of fire did
not take to the woods, instead of running through all the fields
in the country, and setting them on fire.

11. The next feat was the breaking of two strong cords,
with which his arms had been bound by three thousand men.
(See Judg. xv. 4). It is difficult to conceive how three thou-
sand men could get to him to tic them, as it is intimated they
did. His mode of being revenged after he had snapped the
cords was to seize the jaw-bone of an ass, and slay a thousand
men; and, after he had killed these thousand men with the
bone, there was enough of it left to contain a conmsiderable
amount of water. It is related that the Lord clave a hollow in
it, and there came out of it water to quench Samson’s thirst.

12. Asses seem to figure quite conspicuously in Bible history.
Sometimes they talk and reason like a Cicero, as in the case of
Balaam ; and they serve other important ends in the historics
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of Abram and Job (who had a thousand) and Samson, and
also that of Jesus Christ, who is -represented as riding two at
once. In the hands of Samson the jaw-bone of an ass was
more destructive than a twenty-four pound cannon, besides fur-
nishing him with water sufficient to supply his thirst.

13. Another feat of this young Hercules was that of carrying
away the gate and gate-posts of the city of Gaza, in which the
keepers had shut him up while lodging with a harlot. Most of
his female companions seem to have been licentious characters ;
and yet ‘¢ the Lord favored him’’!

14. It is said ¢‘the spirit of the Lord moved Samson’’
(Judg. xiii. 25). It would seem that the spirit of the Devil
did also; for he had a terrible propensity for lying. He lied even
to his own wife three or four times. Ie once deccived her by
telling her that his strength could be overcome by tying himn
with green withes ; and yet he snapped them like cobwebs. Ile
then virtually confessed to her that he had lied, but told her
that new ropes would accomplish the thing; and yet he was no
sooner bound with them, than he freed his limbs as easily as a
lion would crawl out of a fish-net. The next experiment in lying
and tying appertained to his hair. Iie told his sweet Deliluh,
that, if she would weave his seven locks of hair into the web
in the loom, he would be as weak as another man; but he walked
off with the web and the whole accouterments hanging to his
head, as easily as a wolf would with a steel trap dangling to his
foot. Why did not the hair pull out by the roots? Ilc then
told her the truth, as was assumed, but which was cvidently the
biggest falsehood he had uttered, — that his strength lay in his
bair, and that his strength would depart if his hair were to be
shorn off. Bat if there were any physical strength incorporated
in the hair, so that it would flow into the brain and down into
the muscles when wanted to be used, men would not frequent
barber-shops, as they now do, but let it grow ten feet long if
necessary.

'15. The last great act in this drama of physical prowess
was that of overthrowing a house with three thousand people on
the roof. (Modern architecture don’t often produce a roof
large enough or strong enough to sustain three thousand people
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This feat would require more strength than to conquer the
battalion armed with chariots of iron!

16. And in all this unholy and wicked business of lying,
cheating, and murdering, ‘¢ the Lord was with him.”” This is a
slanderous imputation upon Divine Perfection and Holiness.

17. No good that we can discover, but much evil, was accom-
plished by the practical life of this extraordinary man. He
was ostensibly raised up to redeem Israel; and yet, immediately
after his death, the Philistines gained a complete victory over
the Israclites, and took prisoner the ark of the Lord, and re-
drced them to a worse condition than they were in before.

18. We can not escape the conviction that such stories have a
demoralizing effect upon those who read them, and believe they
have the divine approval.

19. For seeming to treat the subject in a spirit of ridicule, I
will cite a Christian writer as authority, who says, ¢ He who
treats absurdities with seriousness lowers his own dignity and
manhood.”’

20. Such stories as the foregoing can certainly do nothing
toward improving the morals of the heathen by placing the
book containing it in their hands.

X. StorY OF JONAH, — ITS ABSURDITIES.

The history of Jonah is so much like numerous stories we
find in heathen mythology that we are disposed to class it
with them. Its absurditics are numerous, a few of which we
will point out: —

1. It represents Jonah as claiming to be a Hebrew; but as
it says nothing about the Jews or Hebrews, and treats entirely
of the heathen or Gentiles, that is probably its source, and it
was perhaps intended as a fable.

2. The ship he boarded, when making his escape, was a
heathen vessel, which implies that he had some affinity for that
class of people.

3. It seems very singular, that if Jonah did not believe Jeho-
vah to be a mere local personal deity, rather than the Infinite
and Omnipresent God, he should entertain the thought of -
running away fiom him or escaping from his presence by flight.



FOOLISH BIBLE STORIES. 117

4. The heathen who had charge of the vessel were evidently
possessed of more humanity and more mercy than either Jeho-
vah or the leading men of Israel, who seem to have made it a
point to kill nearly all the heathen they could lay their hands
on; as did Abram, Moses, Joshua, &c. For it is stated, that
after they had cast lots to find who was the cause of the storm
which overtook the ship, and in this way discovered it was
Jonah, they strove with all their might to get the vessel to the
shore, rather than resort to the desperate expedient of throwing
Jonah overboard. This bespeaks for these heathen a feeling of
mercy and humanity.

5. We learn by the language these heathen used in their
prayer to stop the storm, ‘¢ We beseech thee, O Lord,” &ec.,
that they believed in one supreme God. Where, then, is the
truth of the claim of the Jews that they alone believed in one
God, or the unity of the Godhead? In this way their own
Bible often proves this claim was false ; that the nations they
had intercourse with believed in one supreme and overruling
God.

6. It is stated, that after Jonah was thrown overboard, and
was swallowed by a fish, he prayed to the Lord. How was
this discovered? Did he pray loud cnough to be heard through
the sides of the whale? or did the fish open its mouth for his
accommodation ?

7. As for the prayer, it appears to have been made up of
scraps selected from the Psalms of David without much con-
nection, or relevancy to the case.

8. It is stated that the Lord spake to the fish, and it vomited
Jonah upon the dry land. It must have been & very singular
fish to understand Hebrew or any human language.

9. In another respect the whale must have been a peculiar
one, or of peculiar construction. The throat of an ordinary
whale is about the diameter of a man’s arm. It must therefore
have been very much stretched to swallow Jonah, or Jonah
must have been very much compressed and elongated.

10. The gourd that sheltered Jonah must also have been of a
peculiar species to have a vine that could grow several yards in
one night, and stand ercct so as to hold the gourd in a positict



118 ' THE BIBLE OF BIBLES.

to shelter the prophet; and the gourd would have to be as large
as a cart or locomotive, or it would soon cease to afford him
shade.

11. Jonah seems to liave been a very proud and selfish man,
with but little of the feeling of mercy, as he preferred that the
whole nation of Ninevites should be destroyed rather than that
his prediction should not be fulfilled, for he became very angry
when he found the Lord was going to spare them.

12. The reason the Lord assigns for sparing Nineveh is a
very sensible one, — because ‘¢ there are more than threescore
tnousand persons that can not discern between their right and
their left hand.’”” This is certainly very good reasoning; but
Wh) did he not think of this when millions of innocent persons
perished in the act of drowning the whole human race, except-
ing four men and four wotnen, or when Sodom and Gomorrah
were swallowed up, or when seventy thousand were killed for a
sin committed by David, or in the numerous cases in which a
war of cxtermination was carried on against whole nations,
with the order to slay men, women, and children, and ¢ leave
nothmg alive that breathes’’? Why such partiality? But this
is one of the two thousand Bible inconsistencies.

13. This is a very poor story, with a very bad moral. It
indicates fickleness, short-sightedness, and partiality on the part
of Jchovah; and selfishness and bad temper on the part of his
prophet.

14. There are other absurdities in this story which we will
bring to view by a few brief questions.

15. Why did Jehovah care any thing about the salvation or
welfare of Nineveh, a heathen city, when usually, instead of
laboring to save the heathen, he was plotting their destruction?

16. What put the thought into the heads of the mariners, that
the storm was caused by the misconduct of some person on board ?
Can we suppose they ever knew of such a case? If the miscon-
duct of human beings could produce storms or a disturbance of
the elements, the world would be cursed by a perpetual hurri-
cane.

17. We are told the sailors cast lots to ascertain who was the -
cause of the storm. -Rather a strange way of investigating- the
cause of natural events.
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18. Is it not strange that Jehovah would bring on a violent
storm on Jonah’s account, and continue it for hours, and let him
sleep during the time; and still stranger that Jonah was so in-
different that he could sleep in such a storm?

19. Jonah must have been the most considerate and merciful
sinner ever reported in history to propose himself that he should
be thrown overboard as a means of ‘allaying the storm, and sav-
ing a set of gambling heathen. What a wonderful freak of
mercy and justice! But it seems to have been all exhausted on
the mariners, so that he had none left for the poor Ninevites ;
for he became very angry when he found Jehovah was not
going to destroy them, the innocent and guilty and all together.
This was inconsistent, to say the least.

20. What must have been the astonishment of the crew of the
hundreds of ships sailing on the same sea to observe a sudden
storm to arise and stop without any natural cause! And when
they afterwards learned that the whole thing was brought about
by the misconduct of one man in one of the vessels, perhaps
hundreds of miles distant, they must have abandoned all idea
of ever looking again for natural causes for storms after that
occurrence. How repressing such events would be to the
growth and cultivation of the intellect, and the study of the
natural sciences !

21. How could Jonah remain three days in the whale’s

. stomach without being digested, as fish have astonishing
digestive powers? And, if he were not digested, both he and
the fish must have been extremely hungry at the end of the three
days’ fast.

22. As a fish large enough to swallow Jonah could not swim
through the shoal-water to reach the land, it becomes an inter-
esting query to know how it got Jonah on to ¢ the dry land.”
It must have required the use of a powerful emetic to inspire
the fish with force sufficient to throw him fifty or a hundred feet.

23. Is it not strange that Jonah’s message to the Ninevites
should have had such a marvelous effect upon the whole city,
when it was evidently delivered in a language that none of them
understood ?

24. We are told the king issued orders for everybody,
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including men, women and children, and beasts, to stop eating
and drinking, and to be covered with sackcloth. What sin
can we suppose the beasts had committed that they must be
doomed to starve, and be covered with sackcloth as an emblem
of repentance? It must have required an enormous amount of
sackcloth to cover two millions of people, and probably as many
domestic animals. Where it all came from, the Lord Jehovah
only knows. And it seems singular that all of the animals
should stand quietly while such an uncouth covering was thrown
upon them.

25. It is also difficult to comprehend why a nation of people,
who probably never heard of Jehovah before, should all repent in
sackcloth and ashes. It is the most effective missionary work
we have ever read of. In modern times it requires two hundred
missionaries a whole century to make half that many converts.

26. But the most conclusive argument against the truth of the
story is found in the fact that it is falsified by the testimony of
history. According to her history by Diodorus, Nineveh was
destroyed by Arbaces sixteen years before Jonah’s time.

27. I have noticed this senseless story at some length, because
Christian writers have invested it with great importance, and be-
cause it is indorsed by nearly all the New-Testament writers.
Even Christ himself indorses it, and compares Jonah’s case to
his. Their extreme ignorance is evinced by the foregoing expo-

sition.

)ﬁ. Several similar stories are found in heathen mythology, a
few of which we will briefly sketch here. The Hindoo sacred
book, the Purans, states that Chrishna was swallowed by a croco-
dile, and, after remaining three days in its stomach, was thrown
upon dry land, much to his relief and also to that of the crocodile.
A Grecian demi-God (Hercules), according to Gales, was
swallowed by a dog, and remained in his stomach three days.
Dut the story entitled to the premium is one preserved in the
legends of some of the Eastern islanders. A man, for some
misdemeanor on a voyage across the Indus, was thrown over-
board, and swallowed by a shark; but, as the fish still followed
the vessel, it was finally caught, and search made for the mau,
when, to the surprise of the whole crew, he was found sitting



A

BIBLE PROPHECIES NOT FULFILLED. 121

bolt upright, playing the tune of ‘¢ Old Hundred ’’ on a fiddle he
had in his possession when he went down the throat of the sea-
monster. This was rather a pleasant way of putting in the
time. Jonah, it appears, was not so fortunate as to have a fiddle
in his possession while in the stomach of the whale. The fore-
going ten stories, from that of the serpent to Jonah, have been
for hundreds of years printed by the thousand, struck off in
almost every known human language, and sent off by ship-loads
to almost every nation on the globe, to be placed in the hands of
the heathen as being productions of Infinite Wisdom, the inspira-
tions of an All-wise God, and calculated to enlighten them an:l
tmprove their morals. What sublime nonsense! what egregious
folly! And what a deplorable and sorrowful mistake has been
thus committed by the blinded disciples of the Christian faith !

CHAPTER XIX. P
v

BIBLE PROPHECIES NOT FULFILLED.

Having devoted a chapter to this subject in ¢ The World's
Sixteen Crucified Saviors,’’ we shall treat the subject but bricfly
in this work. The Old Testament has been thoroughly searcherl
for prophecies, and more than a hundred texts selected, by vari-
ous Christian writers, and assumed to be prophetic of som:
fature event. But a critical and impartial investigation of the
subject will show that not one of them is, strictly speaking, a
prophecy ; but most of them refer to events cither in the past, or

Tevents naturally suggested Ly the circumstances under which
the writer was placed. And in many cases the text has no
reference whatever to the event which Bible comwmentators
assume they refer to. In treating the subject briefly, we wiil
show, —

1. That if one-fourth of the texts from Genesis to Revela-
tion were prophecies, and it could be shown that every one of
them has been fulfilled to the letter, it would not prove that there
was any divine inspiration or divine aid in the matter; because
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many facts show that prophecy, or the power to discover future
events, is a natural, and not a supernatural, gift.

2. Many cases are reported in history of the prediction of
future events by pagan or heathen seers, and ﬂ‘s%mm
not claiﬁﬁmmd nor even religious. I will cite a few
cases: Josephine, wife of Napoleon, relates that she had all
the important events of her future life pointed out to her by an
ignorant, illiterate fortune-teller, long before they occurred ;
such as her marriage, her unhappy life, and the death of her
husband, — all of which was fulfilled to the letter. An astrologer
predicted the great fire in London. Rousseau foretold the
French Revolution. Clcero made a remarkable prophecy, which
was realized in the dlseovery of America and the history of
George Washington by consulting the Sibylline oracles. These,
and many other cases that might be cited, furnish satisfactory
evidence that the capacity for foretelling the occurrence of
future events is a natural and i power o
mind, and hence canm do nothing toward proving the divine
origin of any religion, or the divine illumination of any prophet.
Therefore any further argument in the case would be superfla-
ous. We will only briefly review a few of the Jewish prophe-
cies (or texts assumed to be prophecies) to show that the Jew-
ish nation occupied a lower moral plane, and possessed_Iess of
the gift rophecy, some of the contemporary heathen na-
tions. Hence Christian writers are wrong in assuming that the
Jews alone possessed this power, while they possessed it in a
less degree than some of the Oriental prophets. Prophecies
(assumed to be) relating to Babylon, relating to Damascus, re-
lating to Tyre, relating to the dispersion of the Jews, relating
to the advent of Christ, &c., have been quoted time and again
by Christian writers and clergymen, and dwelt upon at great
length in attempts to show their fulfillment, in order to deduce
therefrom the argument and conclusion that the Jewish nation
were divinely commissioned to furnish the world with a true sys-
tem of religion and morals. But we are prepared to show that
every one of these prophecies so called has utterly failed of
any fulfillment in the sense that writers and preachers assume.
As it would require a large work to treat this suhject fully, we
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/
shall only briefly refer to one or two cases as samples of the

[ .- whole. As Babylon and 'I.‘m are the most frequently referrcd
to, and are régarded as the strongest cases, our attention will be
confined to them. Relative to Babylon, Isaiah says, ‘It shall
not be dwelt in from generation to generation ; neither shall the
Arabian pitch his tent there’’ (Isa. xiii. 19): but he says,
¢¢ It shall be inhabited by wild beasts of the desert and satyrs
and dragons,’’ —not one of which predictions has ever been real-

\/ ized. It is still inhabited, though its name has been changed 10
Hillah, which has now a population of about nine thousand.
So far from the ‘¢ Arabian not pitching his tent there,’” it is the
very thing they have done, and are now doing daily. Mr. Lay-
ard, who recently visited the place, says, in his work (‘¢ Ninevch
and Babylon’’), ¢ The Arab settlement showed the activity of a
hive of bees.”” What a singular rebuff to JIsaiah’s prophecy,
and also to that of Jeremiah, who says it shotmome a ‘¢ per-
petual desolation ”’ {XXv. 12), and that it should not be dwelt in

by man nor the son of man! (Jer. 1. 40.) Isaiah declared,

¢¢ Her days shall not be prolonged ™ (Isa. xiii). And thus the

_ prophecies have all failed which refer to Babylon. Speaking of
N Tyre, Ezekiel says, it should be taken by Nebuchadnezzar, and
frodden down by his chariots and horses; ‘and—*thou shalt be
bailt no more, and thou shalt never be found again.”” And yct
never_was destroyed by Nebuchadnczzar, nor by any

power ; and, although it has suffered like other Eastern cities, it is
still a flourishing city with a population of about five thousand.

\J St. Jerome spoke of it in the fourth century as being ¢¢ the most
‘noble and beautiful city in Pheenicia.”” And this was more than

a thousand years after Ezekiel’s maledictions were pronounced
against it, which declared it should be destroyed, and never be
rebuilt. True, it has been partially destroyed several times, —
and what ancient city has not? —but it has been rebuilt as often.
‘We have, then, before us two illustrative cases of the failures of
Jewish prophecies pronounced against ncighboring cities and
kingdoms, probably prompted by a spirit of envy and animosity
because they had either overruled

jected it to their power, or outstripped it in témporal prosperity.
The Jewish prophets were eﬁmg%fﬁhnhmingtheif‘ﬁhunacm
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and curses upon those powers and principalities which had over-
powered them, and held them in subjection. This was very
natural ; and occasionally an unpropitious prediction may have
been realized. But it is a remarkable fact, that more than forty
disastrous events, which the Jewish prophets declared the Lord
would inflict upon Egypt (the nation they so much contemned
and envied because it held them in slavery for four hundred
years), have never been realized in the his'ory or experience of
that nation. Some of these cases are noticed in ‘¢ The World’s
Sixteen Crucified Saviors,”’ as also the prophecies and failures
in regard to Damascus and other cities, to which the reader is
referred for a further elucidation of this subject.

J
CHAPTER XX.

MIRACLES, ERRONEOUS BELIEF IN.

HaviNg treated the subject of miracles at some length in
¢ The World’s Sixteen Crucified Saviors,”” we shall give it but
a brief notice in this work, and will comprehend the whole thing
in a few points.

1. The history of miraculous achievements by Gods and men
form a very large chapter in the ‘¢ inspired writings’’ of nearly
all the ancient religious systems which have flourished in the
world ; and to notice all these cases would require volumes enough
to make a library.

2. Almost the only evidence we have in any case of the actual
performance of a miracle is the report of the writer who re-
lates it.

8. St. Chrysostom declares that ¢‘ miracles are not designed
for men of sense, but on'y for sluggish minds.”” It will be un-
derstood, therefore, that what we write here on the subject will
not be designed for persons of sense, but only for the ignorant
and superstitious.

4. Many things in the past which were set down as miracles
are now known to be the result of natural causes; such as the
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rainbow, most cases of sickness, and, in fact, nearly every phe-
nomenon of nature. And, as every age develops new light on
natural causes, it has made the list of miracles not already ex-
plained so small, that we may reasonably conclude that they
will all yet be explained and understood in this light, excepting
those fabricated without any basis of truth.

5. As God appears to have regulated every thing in the be-
ginning by fixed laws, if he should break one of those laws by
the performance of a miracle, it would throw every thing into
chaos and confusion, and prove: that he is not a God of order
and stability.

6. If God, as we are told, made every thing perfect, then the
performance of a miracle must make them imperfect, or prove
that they have always been imperfect.

7. The performance of a miracle would prove that God is an
imperfect being in not having every thing regulated by the laws
of pature.

8. If the performance of miracles can authenticate the truth
of one religion, then it must prove the truth of all religions ; for
all report miracles of some kind, and furnish, in most cases, the
same kind of evidence that these miracles were performed.

9. There is not a miracle related in either the Old or New
Testament that has not a parallel reported in the Bibles or
sacred writings of the Orientals; such as curing the halt and
blind, raising the dead, crossing streams in a miraculous man-
ner, &c. Many cases are reported of the Hindoo Savior and
Son of God, Chrishna, raising dead persons who had been
drowned, murdered, or died a natural death. According to
Tacitus, Vespasian performed a number of miraculous cures;
such as curing the lame, restoring sight to the blind, &ec., just
as is related of Jesus. According to Josephus, Alexander with
his army passed through the Sea of famﬁl%ﬁi in the same mir-
aculous manner that Moses did through the Red Sea. As
Alexander’s army was engaged in the work of human butchery,
we may assume that, if God could have Lad any thing to do with
it, he would have embraced the opportunity to drown them, and
wash them all away.

10. Jewish Miracles, — The Jewish Talmud speaks of birds
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80 large that they darkened the sun, and shut out the light of
the sun from the earth. Probably they supposed, like Moses,
that nearly all the earth was located between Dan and Beersheba.
Another kind of bird was so tall, that, when walking in a river
seventy feet deep, the water only reached its knees. This is a
tall story ; but it should be remembered that it is related by the
same people who tell us about sticks being converted into ser-
pents, water into/blg\od, @ into lice, &c., and a man (Sam-
B0m) overturning a house with several thousand people in it, &c.
Hence all these stories are equally reliable or unreliable.

11. Makomedan Miracles. — Mahomedans bear off the palm
in miraculous prodigies. For instance, a cock is spoken of
80 large that the distance between its feet and head was five
hundred days’ journey. What a pity Barnum could not obtain
it! Another example: an angel so large that the distance
between his eyes was seventy thousand days’ journey. The
head of this tall ghost must have been among the planets. The
earth would have been too small to furnish him with a seat; and
the attempt to.use it for that purpose would probably have
thrown it out of its orbit.

12. Christian Miracles.— The early Christians seem to have
had the whole miracle-making machinery of heaven under their
control. Their miracles were prodigious and numerous. They
claimed they could cast out devils, call the dead from their
graves, and make ghosts walk about either end up. We are
told that when a Mr. Huntingdon was reduced to great poverty
and suffering, and prayed for divine assistance, fishes came
out of the water to him, and larks and leather breeches from
heaven, to scrve as food and clothing. It is difficult to conceive
how leather breeches came to be stored in heaven. With these
few specimens, selected at random, we will stop. They are too
large even to excite our marvelousness. The most ignorant
and superstitious nations have always had the longest creeds
and the tallest miracles.

13. We have stated that the only evidence of the perform-
ance of any miracle in most cases is the simple narration of it
by the writer who records it. The Roman Catholics, however,
claim to have the testimony of thousands of reliable witnesses
to attest to the performance of some extraordinary miracles
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which they have reported the history of; such as a picture
of the Virgin Mary, hanging on the walls of the church,
opening and shutting its eyes daily for six or seven months,
which they declare was witnessed by sixty thousand people, in-
cluding Pope, cardinals, bishops, &c.,—lcading men of the
Charch.

14. There is as much evidence that Esculapius raised Hypo-
litus from the dcad (as related by the Roman historian Pausa-
nias), as that Elijah or Christ raised the dead ; as much evidence
that the serpent’s egg inclosed in gold (as related by Pliny in his
¢¢ Arguinum Ovum’’) swam up stream when thrown into the
river, as that Elisha raised an ax to the surface of the water by

J casting a stick into it (2 Kings vi. 6) ; as much evidence that
Mahomet opened a fountain of water in the end of his little fin-
ger, as that Samson found a spring of water in the jaw-bone of
an ass; as much evidence that Mahomet’s camel talked to him,
as that Balaam’s ass was endowed with human speech; and as
much evidence that Esculapius cured the blind with spittle, as
that Christ performed such cures. All stand upon a level; all
lack the proof.

15. Here let it be noted that many of the miracles recorded
in the Christian Bible are susceptible of an explanation upon
nataral principles; such as the shadow going back on the dial
of Ahaz, as the phenomenon has been witnessed in some of the
Eastern countries of the shadows appearing to recede, when
the sun is near the solstice, once in the forenoon and once in the
afternoon. The story of the devils entering the hogs may be
explained by assuming the devils to have been frogs; for thcy
are described as being like frogs. (See Rev. xvi. 13.)

The resurrection of Lazarus may be explained by assuming
him to m coma, or trance ; for Christ once
declared, *¢ This sickness is not unto death, ™ but ¢ he sleepeth’’
(John xi). The bloody sweat of Christ, and his transﬁgura-
tion, can also be explained on natural principles; also Pg
conversion, and his miraculous cures with a hamil\orchlef Dr
Newton, the great healer, has cured hundreds of cases in a sim-
ilar manner. And the time will come when all real occurrences,
now called miracles, will be accounted for, and understood as
the operation of natural causes.
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CHAPTER XXI.
ERRORS OF THE BIBLE IN FACTS AND FIGURES.

A sPIRITUAL or metaphorical interpretation, if allowable in
any case, can not avail any thing towards either removing,
explaining, or mitigating, in the least degree, the numerous
palpable Bible errors represented by figures. ‘‘ Figures never
lie,”” and admit of no construction. The almost innumerable
errors, therefore, of this character which abound in the Bible
utterly and for ever prostrate it as a work possessing any
authority, reliability, or credibility in matters of history, science,
or even theology. Bible writers, when they have occasion to
refer to numbers which they are interested in making appear
very large, seem to makc almost a lawless use of figures. I
will present some examples, stated in brief language, com-
mencing with the Pantateuch. The author of these five books,
in speaking of the genealogy, population, armies, &c., of his
own tribe, makes use of figures which are not only incredible,
but utterly impossible. The number of valiant fighting men,
for example, amonZ the Israelites, is frequently stated to be
about six hundred thousand, and never less. (See Exod. xii.
and xxxviii.; Num. xxvi., &c.) This number, as Bishop
Colenso demonstrates, reaches far beyond the utmost limits of
truth. If the regular army had been six hundred thousand,

. then the whole population (women and children included) could

/

not have been Iess than two millions, —a number which many
facts, cited by the Bible writer himself, demonstrate to be im-
possible. I would ask, in the first place, how Moses could
address all this immense congregation at once, as he is often

represented as doing.” (See Ex. xxiv. 3; Lev. xxiv. 15;

Num. xiv. 7, &c.) Joshus makes ¢ all the congregation’’ 10
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include women and children. But how could Moses address
this vast multitude of people, some of whom must have been at
least ten miles distant, unless he used a speaking-trumpet or a
Yelephone, neither of which, however, had then comie to light? /
The writer of Deuteronomy says, ‘¢ Moses spake unto all Israel >’
(Deat. i. 1). But not one in a hundred could have heard it :
therefore it was very nearly ‘‘ labor lost.”” And Joshua says
Moses wrote out his commandments, and he read them ‘¢ before ﬁ/
all the congregation of Israel”’ (Josh. viii. 35). DBut it woull
have required a voice as loud as thunder to make ¢ all”’ of
them hear. * And it should be borne in mind that the people
on these occasions were assembled in the tabernacle, —as we
infer ffom many texts, — a building one hundred and eight yards
square, and capable of holding about_five thousand people, v
which would be just one to four thousand of the congregation ;
8o there were five thousand people inside, and one million nine
hundred and ninety-five thousand outside. These last, we are
told, occupied the outer court, which was just eighteen feet wide.
This would place the .@ﬁﬁwﬁ?ﬂg’ miles off.
How comforting the thought, that, when Moses called them to
the temple to worship (see Josh. viii. 35), they could get within
twenty miles of him and ‘‘ the tabernacle of the Lord’’! The /
Lord had built a tabernacle for them to worship in, but only one
or two in six thousand could get inside of it. This small num-
ber only could enjoy seemg and hearmg Moses and the Lord.
The rest — one million nine hundred and ninety-five thousand —
were outside, waiting for admission. Bishop Colenso estimates ,
the size of the camp of Israel at aboutlel&r_‘miles’ggllge.
This camp was situated in a desert of Sinai for at Teast a year;
and the business of keeping this camp in order, waiting upon
the people, and removing also, the remains of the daily sacrifice
of two hundred thousand oxen, sheep, &c., devolved upon three
iests, — Aaron, Eleazar, and Ithamar. It would be quite an
improvement of the sacerdotal order if the priests of to-day
could be subjected occasionally to some such healthy exercise ;
.but they bave managed to get the rule reversed. They now
have the people to wait upon them. But those three priests of
the Israelites must have achieved a herculean task to wait each

'
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one upon three Lundred and thirty-three thousand people daily,
und, after preparing their food outside the camp, travel twelve
miles to supply each one of this vast multitude with food and
water. If they carried provision for only one person at a time,
they would have had to perform this journey of twelve miles
five thousand five hundred times an hour, which would have
required them to be rather fleet on foot. And, besides the
labor of carrying away every day, to the distance of six or seven
miles, five hundred cart-loads of the offal of the dead animals,
there would be at least one pound of victuals to be carried to
each person, making, in the aggregate, five thousand five hun-
dred pounds. They must have enjoyed good health, if abun-
dant exercise would produce it. They could not have been
much troubled with dyspepsia or liver-complaint, as many of
that order are nowadays.

1. We are told that Moses gave notice to the children of
Israel at midnight, that they must take their departure from
Egypt the next morning for the promised land (Exod. xii.) ;
but, if they constituted the immense number represented, they
would have made a _column two hundred miles long, arranging
them five abreast, sc it would have taken several days for all to
. How, then, could they all start the next morning ?

And how did they keep their two millions of sheep and cattle
alive for several days while passing over a sandy desert too
poor to produce dog-fennel? And it is strange how the whole
tribe of Israelites, if two millions in number, could live forty
years in a wild, barren desert, and keep their immense flocks
and herds alive.

2. The number of first-born male children over a month old,
on a certain occasion, is set down at twenty-two- thousand two
hundred and nincty-three, which would make about eighty-eight
children for each mother. ~This was * replenishing ** rapidly.
But their little tents, like the tabernacle of the Lord, would not
accommodate one-fourth of that number. This would necessi-
tate the mothers to leave most of their children ‘¢ out in the
cold.”

Y The number of the children of Israel that went down te
/ Egypt, according to Exod. i. 5, was seventy souls; and they
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/ remained there during four generations, represented by Levi,
Kohath, Amram, and Moses, making a period (as margina
notes state) of two hundred and fifteen years; though Exod.
xii. 40, gives it at four hundred and thirty years. But this is

another case of incrediblc_exaggeration. Four generations of
ordinary length, in that age, would not exceed the marginal
calculation of two hundred and fifteen years; and for those
seventy souls to increase to two millions in that short period of

time, of four generations, would have required each mother to XX XK
have had twelve or fifteen children at a birth.

3. Dan, in the first generation, had but one sop (Gen. xlvi.
23) ; yet in the fourth generation he had increased to sixty-two
thousund seven hundred, or, according to Num. xxvi. 43, to
sixty-four thousand, which would have required each son and

ndson to have had about eighty children apiece. This would
%ﬁe’n * multiplying and replenishing ’ on a rapid scale. X KX*

4. Aaron and his two sons had to make all the offerings, and
on an altar only nine feect square; and an offering had to be
made at the birth of every child, which would require about

_five hundred sacrifices daily ; and then there were thirteen citics
where these offerings had to be made, and only three priests to
doit. (See Lev.i. 11.) And, besides, the priests had to
eat a large portion of the burnt offerings (see Num. xviii. 10) ;
and, as these offerings consisted of five hundred lambs and
pigeons, it would subject them to the task of eating enormous
quantities daily. ;

5. At the second passover, an offering had to be made for
every family (Exod. xii.), which would require the slaughter
of about one hundred and fifty thousand lambs. The three
priests had to sprinkle the blood of these lambs; and it had to
be done in about two hours (1 Chron. xxx. 85). The lambs
had to be sacrificed at the rate of about one thousand two hun-
dred and fifty a minute, and each priest had to sprinkle the
blood of more than four hundred lambs per minute with their
own hands, which would make the affair rather a bloody busi-
ness, if it were not wholly impossible, and therefore an incredible
story.

6;? If we could credit the statements of ¢ the inspired writer ™'
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of the book of Numbers (see chap. xxxi.), we should have to
believe twclve thousand Israelites, in a war with the Midianites,
er selecting out thirty-two thousand young damsels, killed
forty-eight thousand men, eighty thousand women, and twenty
thousand boys; burned all their cities, and captured all their
stock, amounting to eight hundred and eight thousand, and all
this without the loss of a single man. Each Israelite would
ave had to conquer seventy-five resisting enemies, including
men, women, children, and stock. It is a story too incredible
for scrious reflection. We are told that the clothing of the
Israelites lasted forty years ¢¢ without waxing old’’ (see Deut.
xxix. §), — another story too incredible to be entertained -for a
moment.

7. In Deuteronomy the priests are always called sons of Levi,
or ¢ Levites; ”’ but, in the other books of the Pentateuch, they
are always called ¢ the sons of Aaron,’”’ which is an evidence

SR th\oma_)__/wmmn by the same hand. Contradictions. Ac-
cording to Exod. xviii. 25, Moses appointed judges over Israel
before the giving forth of the law; but (Deut. i. 6) we are
told that the appointment took place aﬁer the law was issued at
Sinai.

8. According to Reuteronomy, chap. x., ¢ the Lord separated
the tribe of Levi’’ after the death of Aaron; but, according to
Numbers, chap. iii., the separation took p[a& before his death.

79, According to Exodus, God instituted the sabbath because
he rested on that day; but, according to Deuteronomy, it was
because he brought the Israelites out of Egypt ¢ by a stretched-
out arm.”’ In Deuteronomy, chap. xiv., every creeping thing
that flieth is declared to be unclean, and is forbidden to be eaten;
but in Leviticus, chap. xi., every creeping thing, including four
kinds of locusts, is allowed, and is prescribed as a part of their
food.

10. In Exodus, chap. vi., God is represented as saying, ‘* By
my name Jehovah was I not known to them’’ (the patriarchs).
But he was mistaken ; for that name occurs frequently in Gen-
esis. In 1 Sam. chap. viii., we are told the name of Samuel’s
first-born was Jocl; and the name of his second, Abiah: but in
Chronicles, vi. 28., we are told the name of Samuel’s eldest son
was Vashni. Which is right?
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11. Bad Bible Morals. — Persons mutilated by accident, or
otherwise in helpless condition, were excluded from the congre-
gation of the Lord; while the guilty culprits who caused this
mutilation were allowed free access to the holy sanctuary. (See
Lev. xxi.) We consider this bad morality. Innocent base-
born children were also excluded from the temple, while the
guilty parents were allowed free admission.

12. By the law of Moses and the will of God, as is claimed,
parents were required to stone rebellious children to decath;
and yet the parents were often the cause of this rebellious dis-
position, and tenfold more guilty than the children, having cor-
rupted them by bad influences. (See Deut. xxi.) This is a
specimen of Bible justice and Bible morality.

13. The Jews not Civilized. — The Lord’s chosen people pos-
sessed so little of the element of civilization, they had to go to
the King of Tyre to hire artisans and skilled workmen to build
their temple. (See 2 Chron. ii. 3, and 1 Kings v. 6.)

14. It is stated that it took one hundred and fifty-three thou-
sand men seven years to build Solomon’s temple, — and heathen
at that. (See 2 Chron.ii. 17, 18.) Strange, indeed, when it was
only a hundred and ten feet long, thirty-six feet wide, and fifty-
five feet high! (1 Kings vi. 2.) Some of our modern churches
are much larger buildings, and generally erected in less than a
year by less than a dozen workmen. It is certainly very dam-
aging to the exalted pretensions of ¢‘ the Lord’s peculiar
people’’ that they possessed minds and intelligence so far
below the heathen, that no workmen could be found amongst
them, and they had consequently to go to these same heathen
to hire workmen to build the Lord’s house. Such facts sink
the reputation both of them and their God.




184 THE BIBLE OF BIBLES.

CHAPTER XXII.

BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS —TWO HUNDRED AND
SEVENTY-SEVEN.

IT is difficult to conceive how any real benefit or any reliablc
instruction can be derived from a book which contains state-
ments with respect to doctrines or matters of fact that are con-
tradicted on the next page, or in some other portion of the book ;
because it not only ¢ co?i'u_qes _the mind of the reader, but renders
it impossible for him to know, as he reads a statement in one
chapter of the Dook, that it is not contradicted and nullified in
some other chapter, until he has sacrificed sufficient time to
commit the whole book to memory: and but few persons have
ever achieved that herculean task. Hence it must be an unrelia-

ble book as an authority. We know it has been stated by many
admirers of the ‘¢ Iloly Book’’ that it contains no conflicting
statements when properly understood. But who is to decice
when it is properly understood? Here, again, is a conflict of
ideas. All words have certain specific meanings attached to
them by common consent. And certainly any man of good
sense ‘would not attempt to attach any other meaning to them,
without stating the fact and clearly defining his new meaning, if
he expects any reader to understand him, or any two readers to
understand him alike; and, if he writes without giving a hint
that he has invented or employed new meanings for the words
he uses, we are compelled to assume that his words and lan-
guage have the ordinary and universally adopted signification.
With this view of the case (as the writers of the DBible have
given no hint that they employed new meanings), it is false tc
assume or say there are no contradictions in the Bible, when. if
we accept language with its ordinary and established signifca.
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tion, an honest and unbiased investigation will show that it
contains several thousand statements which conflict with each
other or with science, history, or moral truth, and hence must
be totally unreliable as an authority. To prove this, we will
now enter upon the unpleasant task of arranging and classifying
a large number of these contradictions found both in the Old
and New Testaments.
07

I. CoNTRADICTIONS IN MATTERS OF FaAcT AND IN DOCTRINES.

1. Was it death to eat the forbidden fruit? Yes: ‘‘In the day thou eatest thercof,
thou shalt surely die” (Gen. i1. 17). No: ‘‘ And all the-days of Adam were nine hun.
dred and thirty years” (Gen. v. 5).

2. Can a woman, according to scripture, ever speak on religious matters? Yes:  The
same man had four daughters — virgins — who did @rophes ” (Acts xxi. 9). No: I
suffer not a woman to teach, but to be in silence” (1 Tim. ii. 12).

3. 8hould a man ever laugh? Yes: ** There is a time to wecp and a time to laugh”
(Eccles. iil. 4). No: **Sorrow is better than laughter” (Eccles. viii.8). Yes: *“I com-
mend mirth, use a man hath no better thing under the sun than to eat, drink, and be
merry " (Eccles. vii. 151).

4. What is our moral duty relutlve to trimming the hair on our heads? ¢ There shall
Do razor come upon his head, . . . let the locks of his head grow ” (Num. vi. 5). “If a
man have long hair, it is a shame unto him " (1 Cor. xi. 14).

5. Ia there amr remedy forafool? Yes: ¢ The rod of correction will drive it far from
him ” (Prov. xxil. 15). No: “ Though thou bray a fool in a mortar, yet will his foolish-
nesa not depart from him * (Prov. xxvl. 6).

6. Should we pay a fool in his own coin? Yes: ¢ Answer a fool according to his
foll_{ ” (Prov. xxvi. 5). No: *“ Answer not a fool according to his folly * (Prov. xxvi. 6).

. Ia man’s life threescore years and ten?  Yes: “ The days of our years are three-
’((:}ore yv?rs) and ten ” (Ps. xc. 10). No: ** His days shall bea hundred and twenty years
(Gen. vi. 3).
8. Is it desirable to be tempted? Yes: ¢ Count it all ‘joy to be tempted ” (Jas. 1. 2).
A No: “ Watch and pray, that ye enter not into wmglatlon ? gMntl. xxvi. 41).

9. Which is the tempter, god or the devil? The devil: The devil tempted Christ and
Judas. (See Matt. iv.1). God: God tempted David (2 8am. xxiv. 1).

10. Does the Lord ever tempt man? No: ‘ Neither tcmpteth he nn{y man” (Jas. {.
13). Yes: “ And God did tempt Abraham” (Gen. xxif. 1). No: ‘“He blinded their
eyes, and hardened their hearts  (John xil. 40).

11. Can God be lern[}::ed? No: ‘“God can notbe tempted ” (Jas. 1. 13). Yes: * They
have tempted me, the Lord, ten times” (Num. xiv. 22).

12. Is any thing good? Yes: Every thing (1 Tim. iv.4). No: ‘ Every thing is cor.
rupt” (Gen. vi. 12).

13. How m;n{eﬁodo are therc? One: * The Lord our God is one Lord " (Deut. vi.
R. Beveral: ¢ Let us make man in our own image ” (Gen. 1. 26). Three: * There are

ree that bear record in heaven, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost” (1 John v. 7).

14. Is God omnipresent? Yes: David declarcs the Lord is everywhere, in_heaven
and earth, and even in hell (Ps. cxxxix. 7). No: “‘The Lord came down to sce Sodom "
(Gen. xviii. 20). Yes: “Therc in no place where the workers of iniquity can hide
themsclves ” (Job xxxiv. «). No: ‘“ Adam and Eve hid themselves from the presence
of the Lord ” (Gen. iii. 8). No: *“Cain fled from the presence of God” (Gen. iv. 16).
Yes: * Man can not get out of his presence " (P’s. cxxxix. 7).

15. Js God omniscient? Yes: ‘‘ He knoweth the hearts of all men” (Acts . 24). No:
¢ The Lord had to prove the Israclites,and also Abraham, to know what was in their
bearts” (Deut. vili. and Gen. xxii.).

16. Is God omnipotent? Yes: ‘“ With God all things arc possible” (Matt. xix. 20).
No: * He could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because their chariots were
made of iron ” (Judg. i. 19).

17. Is God unchangcable? Yes: With him * there 1s no variablenees, neither shadow
of turning; I change not" (Mal. fil. 6). No: **And the Lord repented of the evil he
said he would inflict upon the Nincvites” (Jon. iil. 10).

18. Is God a merciful being? Yes: ¢“’Tho Lord is very pitiful, and full of mercy’
(Jas. v. 11). No: “I will not pity nor sparc, nor have mercy, but destroy ” (Jer. xiil
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14). Yes: “His tender mercics are over all his works ” (Ps. cxlv. 9). No: *Tlave no
plti' on them, but slay buth man and woman, infant and suckling” (Sam. xv.2). Yua:

is mercy endureth for ever” (1 Chron. xvi. 34). No: *I bave taken away my loving-
kindncss and mercies” (Jer. xvi. 3).

19. Does God cver hate? No: *“ God is love” (1 Juhn iv. 16). Yes: * He bated his
own inheritance " (I’s. cvi. 40).

20. 18 God's anger perpetual? No: “His anger endureth but a moment” (Ps. xx»
5). Yes: * Mine anger shall burn for ever ™ (Jer. xvii. 4).

21. 18 God the author of ¢vil? Yes: ‘I make rnce. and I crcate evil™ (Isa. xiv. 7).
No: *Out of his mouth procceds not evil” (Lam. ii. 33).

22. Is God in favor of war? No: *1le is the God of peace.® Yes: *“ The Lord is a
man of :ur;o(llxod. xv.3). No: “Ile is not the authur of confusion, but of peace ™
(1 Cor. xiv. 35).

23. Is the spirit of God for ? Yes: It is**love, peace, joy, gentlencss, and
goodness ” (Gal. v. 22). No: * The spirit of the Lord camc upon him, and he slew a
thousand men” (Judg. xv. 16). Yes: “ The epirit of the Lord begets love, , and
g-;o-(llncu" (Gal. v. 22). No: *“By the spirit of the Lord Samson slew thirty men”™
(Judy. xiv. 19).

24. llas any man scen God? Yes: ‘“Moses, Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and the
seventy elders of lsrael ” saw the God of Isracl (Exod. xxiv.9). No: *“No man ba.h
scen God at any time " (John . 18). Yes: I havec seen God face to face, and mr ife
has been prescrved ” (Gen. xxxii. 30). No: “ There shall no man sce mc, and live”
(Exod. xxxiii. 20). Yes: * I saw also the Lord standing upon the throoe ” (Isa. vi. 1).
No: ** Yc have never scen his shape ” (John v. 37).

25. Can any man hear God's voice? Yes: “{ hcard (h'y voice in the garden”™ (Gen.
{ii. 9). No: **Ye have never heard his voice at any time ” (-John v. 37).

23 Does God dwell in light? Yes: *“Ile dwclleth in light which no man can ap-
pronch to”1Tim.vi.16). No: *The Lord said he would dwell in thick darkness™

(1 Kings viil. 12).

27. Does God dwell in templea? Yes: * I have ch this [8ol ) ple for a
housre ” (2 Chron. viii. 18). No: *“The Most Iligh dwelleth not in temples made with
hands ” (Acts xvii. 24).

. Doca God ever tire? Yes: *“God rested,and was refreshed ” (Exod. xxxi. 17).
No: * God faintcth not, ncither Is he weary ” (lsa. x1. 28).

29. Is God a rerpecter of persons? No: ** There is no respect of perrons with God *
(Rom. 1. 11). Yes: *“ And Gud had respeet th Abel and his offering” (Gen.).

30. Can God always be found? Yes: *Those who scck me darly shall find me”
(Prov. vill. 17). No: *They shall ecck me early, but chall not find me ™ (Prov. i. 28).

31. Does the Lord believe in burnt offerings? Nu: **1 delight not in ¢ e bloud of
dullocks or of lambs or of he-goats” (Isa. 1. 11). Yes: * Thou ehalt offer every day a
bullock for a rin-offering” (Exod. xxix. 36).

32. Does the Lord believe in animai sacrifices of any kind? No: ** Your burnt cffer-
ings are not aceeptable, nor your racrifices sweet unto e ™ (Jer. vi. 20). Yes: * Burnt
sacrifices are sweet unto the Lord ” (Lev. 1. 0).

33. Docs God belicve in human sacrifices? No: For he condemned the human eac-
rifices of the Gentiles.  (Sce Deut. xif. 30.) Yes: * For his anger was abated Ly David's
.I;nr‘lizlngitl:}g i)ive sons of Michal in the hill before the Lord.” (Sce 2 Sam. xxi. 8, and

udg. xi. 30.

34. Does God ever repent? Yes: ‘It repenteth the Lord that he had made man™
(Gen. vi. 6). No: * The Lord is not a man that he should repent” (Num. xxiii. 19).

35. Isall scripture given by inzpiration of Gud? Yes: ¢ All scripture is given by
?:pln;tlon of 60(]” (2 Tim. fii. 18). No: *I spcak it not after the Lord” (2

Jor. xi. 17).

36. Is war and fighting right? No: * They that take the sword shall perish with the
sword ” (Matt. xxvi. 32). Yca: e that hathno sword, lct him scll his coat and buy
one” (Luke xxii. 38). No: “ Beat your swords into plowshares, and your spears into
pruninz-hooks” (Mic. Iv. 3). Yes: “ Beat your plowshares into swords, and your
pruning-hooks into spears” (JJoel iil. 10). Yes: *“Cursed be he who kovpeth back hia
sword from blood” (Jer, xlviii. 10).

$7. Shall pation war aguinst nation? Yes: ¢ Nation shall rise up against nation”
(Matt. xxiv. 7). No: *Natlonshall not rise up against nation* (Mic. Iv. 3).

34 Shall we love our encmies? Yces: “ Love your cncmice” (Luke vi. 27). No:
¢ Brinz my enemies, and ~lay themn befire me” (Luke xix. 27).

30. Ts hatred right? No: ** Whosoever hateth his broth ria« murderer "(1.John iii. 18}
Yes: * You must hate father and mother, brother and sister, &e., or ye can not be true
followers of Christ” (L.uke xiv. 26).

40. Is anger commended? Yes: “Be ye angry, and sin not” (Eph. fv. 26). No
# Anger resteth in the boeom of fools ”* (Eccles. vii 9).

41. Is it right to stealandrob? No: * Thousbalt not stcal” (Exod. xx. 13) ; ** Neithes




BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. 137

b ' (Lev. xix. 13). Yes: The Israclites took from the Egy?thnl “Jewels of silver
aad Jewels of gold, and raiment, and they spoiled the Egyptians™ (Exod. xil. 83).

42. Is it right to kill? No: * Thou shalt not kill " (Exod. xx. 13). Yes: * Kill every
male child amongst them.” Yes® * Go ye out and slay every man his companion, and
every man his neighbor, and every man his brother ”* (Exod. xxxii. 27).

43. Is it right to lle on any occasion? No: ** All liars are to be punished with fire
and brimstone ” (Rev. xxi. 8). Yes: ‘‘ Go put alying spirit into the mouths of all the
prophets ” (1 Kings xxii. 21). No: * Lying lips arc an abomination to the Lord ™ (Prov.
xil. 22). Yes: *“ The harlot Rahab lied, and was justlﬂed&y works " (Jas. ii. 25). No:
¢ Say nothing but the-truth” (2 Chron. xviil. 15). Yes: * If the truth of God hath more
abounded through ny lie for his glory, why am 1 adjudged a sinner? ” (Rom. 1ii. 7).

44. Is God in favor of lying and deception? No: *“Thou shalt not bear falsc wit
1(:;::;(1!;0«19.)%). Yes: “If a prophet is deoeived, I the Lord deceived that prophet”

zek. xiv. 9).

45. Isa 2§ioua Ilfoahapgy life? Yes: “Come unto me, and I will give you rest”
(Alatt. x). 23). No: *“In the world ye shall have tribulation ” (John xvi. 33).

48. WIll rightcousness make a man happy? Yes: * There shall no ¢vil bappen to the

ust” (Prov. xil. 21). No: “It is through much tribulation the righteous enter the

ingdom of heaven ” (Acts xiv. 21). Yes: ¢ The righteous shall flourish ” (Ps. xcil. 12).
No: “The rlghu.-ous shall perish” (Iu. Ivil. 1). Yes: ¢ The prayer of the righteous
availeth much” (Jas. v. 16). No: “There is none righteous; no, not one" (Rom. iii. 10).
Yecs: The rightcous to be slain with the wicked (Ezck. xxi. 3). No: The *righteous
not to be slain* (Exod. xxiil. 7).

47. Can we live withoutsinning? Yes: ¢ Those born of God can not sin ” (1John iii.9)
No: * Therc is no man that sinncth not ”* (1 Kings viii. 46). Yes: * He that committeth
ein is of the devil” (1 John iil. 8). No: * There are none that doeth good, and sinneth
not” (Eccles. vil. 20).

48. Doece wickedness shorten a man’s life? Yes: ¢ The years of the wicked shall be
ebortened ” (Prov. x. 27). No: ¢ The wicked live, and become old ” (Job xxi. 7).

Shall we resist cvil? Yes: ¢ Put away the evil of your doings” (Isa. . 16). No:
¢ Resist not cvil” (Matt. v. 37).

49. Who can know whether the golden rule s right or wrong? Right: ‘ Whatsoever
ye would that men should do unto you, do you even so unto them  (Matt. vil. 12). Wrong:
g thein not, but slay both man and woman, infunt and suckling” (1 S8am. xv. 3).

. 1s wisdom desirable? Yes: ¢ Happy is the man that findeth wisdom ” (Prov. iii.
18). No: *“Much wisdom is much gricf, and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth
sorrow” (Eccles. i. 18). Yes: ¢ Get wisdom with all thy gettings” (Prov. iv. 7).
Yes: *“Be wise as serpents” (Matt. x. 16). No: “The wisdom of the wise shall be
destroyed ” (1 Cor. 1. 19).

51. Shall we aim a* a good reputation? Yes: ‘A good name is better than riches *
(Prov. xxil. 1). No: ‘ Woe unto you when all men speak well of you" (Luke vi. 26).

52. Are riches desirable? Yes: “ The rich man’s wealth is his strong City ” (Prov.
x. 15). No: * Woe unto you that are rich ” (Luke vi.24). Yes: “ Blessed is the man
that fearcth the Lord, . . . wealth and riches shall be in his house” (Ps. cxii.). No:
¢¢ Blessed be ye r, for yours is the kingdom of God " (Luke vi. 20).

53. Can a righteous man be rich, or a rich man be saved? Yes: ‘‘In the house of the
righteous is much treasure” (Prov.xv.68). No: ‘It is easier for a camel to go through
the cye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God ” (Matt. xix. 24).

5{ Does the Lord belleve in riches? Yes: ‘“The Lord blesscd Job with fourteen
thousand sheep, and six th d 1s, and a th d yoke of oxen,” &c (Job xlil.
12). No: * A rich man can not enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. xix. 24). Yes:
¢ Wealth and riches shall be in the house of the man that feareth God ” (Ps. cxii. 1). No:
¢ Lay not up for yoursclves trcasures on carth” imm. vi. 19).

.'nz. 8hall we uso strong drink? No: * Wine Is a mocker, and strong drink is raging
(Prov. xx.1). Yes: *“ Give strong drink to him that is ready to perish ” (Prov. xxxi. 6).

56. Should we cver use winc? No: ‘Do not usc wine nor strong drink ” (Lev. x. 9).
Yes: “Use a little wine for the stomach’s sake” (Tim. v. 23). No: ¢ k not upon
the wine when it is red” (Prov. xxiil. 31). Yes: * Glve wine to him that is of heavy
beart” (Prov. xxxi. 6).

57. Ts it right to eat all kinds of animals? Yen: * Thero is nothing unclean of itself;
eat cvery moving thing” (Gen. ix. 8). No: ‘“ 8wine, bares, and camels are unclean; ye
shall not eat of their flesh”’ (Deut. xiv. 7).

83. Isitgood to catflesh? Ycs: It s good to eat flesh (Deut. xi1.20). No: Itis
not good to cat flesh (Rom. xiv. 21).

59. Is man justfied by works? Yoes: ‘ Abrabam was justified by works” (Jas. ii.
21). No: ‘ .\ mna cun not be justified by works *’ (Gal. ii. 16).

60. Is man saved by faith?  Yes: *“ Man is saved by faith without works ** (Rom. {iL
28). No: * Man can not be justfied by faith without works” (James fi. 24).

61. Should our works be scen? Yes: © Let your light shine before men” (Matt. v.
18). No: ** Do not your alms before men” (Matt. vi. 1),




138 THE BIBLE OF BIBLES.

62. Is public prayer right? No: ¢ Enter into thy closet, and shut thy door” (Matt. vi.
6). Yes: *Bolomon prayed before all the congregation ” (1 Kings vili. 22).

63. How can it be a moral duty to pray, there being no certainty of an answer? ¢ Eveq
one that asketh receiveth” (Matt. vil. 8). ¢ They that seek me early shall ind me”
(Prov. viii. 17). * Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek
me early, but shall not find me” (Prov. 1. 28).

64. Is man to be rewarded In this life? Yes: Both the righteous and the wicked are
tombe rev:u;l?i on earth (Prov. xi.81). No: They are to be rewarded after death

tt. xvi. 27).
¢ 65. Are children punished for the sins of their parents? Yes: * The iniquities of the
father are visited upon the children” (Exod. xx.5). No ' * The son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father”” (Ezek. xviii. 20).

66. Bhould marriage be encouraged? Yes: ¢ Marriage is honorable to all ” (Heb. xiii.
4). No: “Itis good for a man not to touch a woman ” (1 Cor. vii. 1).

67. Is divorce right or wrong according to the Bible? Right: ¢ If thou have no delight
in her ('.h{l wife), then thou shalt let her go ” (Deut. xxi. 11). Wrong: ‘ Whosoever shall
. f&l awnyszl)s wife, saving for the crime of fornicatl h her to it adultery

att. v. 32).

68. Is it right to marry a brother’s widow? Yes: * If a man diechildlees, his brother
shall marry his widow’ (Deut. xxv. §). No: ‘'To marry a brother’s widow is an un.
clean thing” (Lev. xx. 21).

69. 1s it ever right to marry a sister? No: * Cursed shall he be who does so* (Deut.
xxvil. 22). Yes: ‘* Abraham married hie sister, and was blessed " (Gen. xx. 2).

70. Does the Bible allow adultery? No: ‘¢ Whoremongers and adulterers God will
]lﬁige " (Heb. xili. 4). Yes: ¢ The Lord commanded Hosea to take a wife of whoredoms

os. {. 2).
¢ 71. Is fornication sinful? Yes: * You should abstain from fornication” (1. Thess. lv.
8). No: “Every woman who hath not known man by lying with him, save for
yourselves” (Num. xxxi. 18).

72. Bhould we always obey kings and rulers? Yes: * To resist [them] is to resist the
ordinance of God ’r'nsRom. xiil. 3). No: * Whether it is right to obey God or man, judge

e.” Yes: ‘SBubmit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake” (1 Pet.
. 14). * Whataoever they bid you observe, that observe and do” (Matt. xxiil. 8). No:
“ We ought to obey God rather than man” (Acts v. 29).
73. 18 the obedience of servants a duty? Yes: * Servants, obey your masters” (Col.
.22). No: *“Be ye not the scrvants of men” (1 Cor. vil. 23).

74. Is slavery l?jht.i’ No: ‘ Be not called master;” ¢ Break every yoke” (Isa. lviil.
6). Yes: ‘“Ye shall buy of the children of the stranger, &c., and they shall be your
Yg)ueulon " (Lev. xxv. 46). No: *‘Proclaim liberty throughout all the land ” (Lev. xxv.

76. Who can tell if anmm Is an obligatory ordinance? Yes: “ Go ye and tesch all
nations, baptizing them,” &c. (Matt. xxviii. 19). No: ‘Christ sent me not to baptize,
but to Yreach the gospel” (1 Cor. 1. 17).

76. 1s image-making right? No: *‘ Ye shall make no image of any thing” (Exod. xx.
4). Yes: ‘“ Moses made an im: of a serpent ”’ (Num. xxl. 9}.

77. Is circumecision right? Yes: Except ye be cir | after the of men,
ye can not be saved” (Acts xv. 1). No: ‘““If ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you
nothing ” (Gal.v.2). Yes: ‘Ye must be circumcised” (Acts xv. 24). No: * Circumcis.
fon ie nothing” (Cor. vii. 19).

78. Is it right to swear? No: *“Swear not at all” (Matt. v. 35). Yes: God swore
eleven times, says the Bible.

79. Why was the sabbath instituted? Because * God rested on the sabbath day”
(kxod. xx.11). Because * he delivered his Ypeople on that day ” (Deut. vi. 15).

80. Is it right to observe the sabbath? Ycs: ‘‘ Remember the sabbath day to keep it
holy.” No: * Your new moons and your sabbaths, . . . I can not away with. Itis ini.
quity ” (Isa. 1. 12).

81. Is it right to judge? Yes: “Judge righteous judgment” (John vil. 24). No:
* Judge not, that ye be not judged” (Matt. vii. 2).

82. Can a man work miracles without divine aid? No: *“No man can work such
rairacles except God be with him*” (John iii. 2). Yes: ' The Egyptians did in like man.
ner with their enchantments” (Exod. vii. 10).

83. Can any man ascend to heaven? Yes: * Elijah ascended in a chariot of fire” (2
Kings 1. 11)." No: ‘“No man hath ascended up to hcaven” (John i#i.18). Yes: *““ All
men must sce death” (Ilebd. ix. 27). No: * Enoch did not see death” (Heb. xi. 5).

84. Should we fear death? Yes: *Christ walked not in Jewry because the Jews
sought to kill him ”” (John vii. 1). No: *‘ Fear not them that kill the body ” (Matt. x. 28).

85. Will the carth ever be destroyed? Yes: ¢ The carth also shall be burned up ” (2
Pet. fii 10). No: * But the carth abideth for ever ” (Eccles. 1. 4).

86. Does the Bible teach a future life? Yes: ** They shall go away intv cverlasting




BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. 139

punishment ” tt. xxv. 46). No: ‘ For that which befalleth men befalleth beasts; . .
as the one dieth, so dieth the other,” &c. (Eccles. iil. 19).

87. Does the Bible tcach a future resurrection? Yes: * The dead shall be raised”
(Cor. xv. 52). No: * They shall not rise” (Isa. xxvi.14). Yes: * The saints came up
out of the ground (Matt. xxvii. 52). No: *‘ Those who go down into the grave never
eomc up again” (Job vil. 9).

the actions of men ever to be judged according to the Bible? First, ** The
Fm.her judgeth no man” (John v. 22). Second, * I [Jesus Christ] judge no man” (John
vii. 15). there ia to be no judgment.

89. No: ‘' God saw eve thlngwu eorrupt ” (Gen. vi. 11). Yes: ** God saw every
ﬂilng he had made was ” (Gen. i
(Ez 3 \;«; “ (.;od forgives the llnner" (Jer xxxi. 34). No: *God Kkills the sinner”

¢!

91. Yes: ¢“ God justifies the ungodly” (Rom. iv. 5). No: *“God will not clear the
guilty ” (Exod. xxxiv. 7).

92. Yes: ‘ Man s justified by the law ” (Rom. ii. 13). No: ‘‘ Man can not be justified
by the law » (Gal. ifi. 11).

. Yes: *‘ Many have sinned without the hw ” (Rom. i1. 12). No: ‘ Where thero is
no l.nv there is no transgression ” (Rom. iv. 1
94. Yes: ‘*Heaven is a kingdom that can not be moved ” (Heb. xii. 18). No: I will
ehake heaven and earth ” (Heb. xil. 26).

95. Yes: *‘ Every thing is afraid of man” (Gen. §. 28). No: * The lion is not afraid
of man” (Prov. xxx. 30).

96. Yea: “Evcry man in his own tongue ” (Gen. x. 5). No: * The whole earth one
tongue ” (Gen. xi. 1).

97. Yes: “ All things are become new” (3 Cor. v.17). No: * There is nothing new
under the sun” (Eccles. i. 9

98. Yes: ‘“ You shall e  likencss of ase t and 8 cherubim ” (Exod. xxv. 18).
No“;‘ Make no likeness of any thing in heaven above or the earth beneath,” &c. (Exod.
XX.

99. Yes: “ Dcborah the Propheteu jndged Israel” (Judg. iv. 4). No: “ A womaa is
not to judge or rule aman” (1 Tim. H. 1

100. Yes: ¢ God’s lgmople shall be uhuned " (Hos. x. 6). No« ‘“ God's people shall
never be ashamed xxxvil. 19).

101. Yes: “Bleued are the fruitful” (Gen. i.28). No: ‘‘Blessed are the barren”
(Luke xxiil. 20).

102. Yes: *“ Edom being thy brother. do not abhor him " (Deut. xxiii. 7). No: ¢ He
slew of Edom ten thonum " (2 Kings xlv. 7).

103. Yes: *Bea r ye one anotbher’s burdens” (Gal. vi. 2). No: ‘Every man must
bear his own burden (Gal. vi. 5).

104. Yes: * Labor not for meat” (John vi. 27). No: ‘“He that labors not shall not
eat” (2 Thess. iil. 10).

105. In Genesis vi. 5 God declared he would pour out his curses because * the
imagination of man’s heart is evil, and only evil continually.” In Genesis vill. 21 be
gives the same reason for not cursing the world.

And these are mere specimens of a vast number of similar
kind. Kings and Chronicles especially are full of such discrep-
ancies of dates, numbers, names, &c. In one case the author
of Chronicles makes a son two years older than his father, th
father being forty and the son forty-two. For proof, compare
2 Chron. xxi. 20 with xxii. 1, 2. And observe, the author of 2
Chron. xvi. 1 has Baasha, King of Israel, fighting against Judah
ten years after the author of 1 Kings xvi. 8 has him dead and
buried. But we have not space to spare to continue the list, as
it would comprise a large chapter. Let the reader compare the
names and numbers of the leaders, families, tribes, &c., of the
children of Israel, as recorded by Ezra (chap. ii.), with those
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of Nchemiah (chap. vii.), and he will find more than a dozen
discrepancies and contradictions; the difference amounting in
some cases to thousands. He will also find a difference with
respect to the coronation, period of rule, and termination of the
reign of various kings, and wide differences tracing genealogie
families, tribes, &c., if he will compare Kings, Chronicles,
Samuel, Ezra, Nehemiah, &c. Such are the verbal discrepancies
of the ¢ Word of God ;’’ such is arithmetic when ¢¢ inspired.’/

Two questions upon the above: 1. How much older can a son
be than his father according to scripture, basing the inquiry
upon Chron. xxi. and xxii.? 2. How long can a man continue
to fight after he is dead and buried, as is illustrated in the case
of Baasha, King of Israel? (See contradictions 142, 143, and
144.)

CoxnrtrADICTIONS IN HiIsTORY.

106. When was man created? Gen. {. 25 says after the other animals. Gen. ii. 18
says before the other animals.
107. Were eeed-time and harvest to be perpetual? Yes: “BSeed-time and harvest
ehall ncso oeuel » g}en. viil. 22). No: “There was neither earing nor harvest” for five
ears n. xlv. 6).
y 108.( Did Eve sce before she ate the forbidden fruit? Yes: * Woman saw before she
ate the fruit ” (Gen. iil. 6). No: ** Her eyes were opened by eating the fruit™ (Gen. Hi.

D 109. When did the earth become dry after the flood? ‘In the first month the
waters of the flood were dried up” (Gen. viii. 13). ‘In the second month the
waters of the flood were dried up ” (Gen. viii. 12).

110. How old was Abraham when he left Haran? The eleventh chapter of Genesis
makes h&m one bundred and thirty-five years old; but the twelfth says he was only
seventy-five.

lll.yDld Abraham know where he was going? Yes: ¢ He went forth to go into the
,(.H?dboil Csannn" (Gen. xli. ). No: ‘“He went out, not knowing whither be went”

€0. . .

112. Dig God give Abraham land? Yes: I give it to thy seed for ever” (Gen. xiii.
15). No:s‘;Abnham bad none inheritance in it, not so much as to set his foot on™

Acts vii. §).
( 113. Did Moees fear Pharaoh? Yes: * Moses fled, fearing Pharaoh ” (Exod. ii. 14 and
18). No: **Moscs did not fear Pharaoh” (Heb. xi. 21).

114. Who hardcned Pharaoh’s heart? *“The Lor | hardened the heart of Pharaoh™
(Exod. ix. 12). *‘ Pharach hardened his heart” (Exod. viil. 15).

115. How many fighting men in Israel? Bamucl rays eight hundred thousand (2 S8am.
xxiv. 9). Chronicles says one million one hundred thousand (1 Chron. xxi. ).

116. How many tighting men in Judah? Samucl says five hundred thousand (2 S8am.
xxiv.9). Chronicles says four hundred and seventy thousand (1 Chron. xxi. §).

117."Who moved David to number Israel? God: ‘* The Lord moved David to num-
ber Isracl” (2 SBam. xxiv. 1). The devil: * 8atan provoked him to do it ” (Chron. xxi. 1).

118. Did David sin more than once? Yes: ‘1 have sinned greadf In numbering
Isracl ” (2 8am. 24. 10). No: * He sinned only when he killed Uriah”’ (1 Kings xv. 5).

119. How many years of famine was David to suffer? Chronicles says it was three
years (1 Chron. xxi. 11). Samuel says it was seven years (2 Sam. xxiv. 13).

120. How many horsemen did David capture? Bamuel says it was seven hundnd
(2 8am. viii. 4). " Chronicles says it was seven thousand (1 Chron. xviil. 4).

121. What did David pay for his threshing-floor? Bamuel says fifty shekels of silver
2 Sam. xxiv. 24). Chronicles eays six hundred shckels of gold (1 Chron. xxi. 25).

122. Was David's throne to come to ancud? No: ¢ It g be established for ever”™
(Ps. Ixxxix 4).  Yes: ‘It was cast down to the ground ” (Ps. Ixxxix. 44).
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123. Was Darid really a man after God’s own heart? Yes: ‘ David was a man after
God’s own heart ” (Acts xlil. 22). No: *‘ David displeased the Lord " (2 Sam. xi. 24).

124. Was it a man or God that Jacob wrestled with? ‘Jacob wrestled all night
;)-l)th a man” (Gen. xxxli.24). *Jacob wrestled all night with God” (Uen. xxxil

125. How many were there of Jacob’s family? ¢ Jaocob’s family was onl
;:renty souls” (Gen. xivi. 27). ‘ Jacob's family was seventy-five souls” (Acts vil.

126. How long was Israel in Egypt? ¢ Isracl was four hundred and thln,r ears
fu Egypt” (Exod. xii. 41). ‘“Jacob was only four hundred years in Egypt" (Acﬁl

vii. 6).

127. Did they see what the Lord did in Egypt? Yes: * You have scen all the Lord
d.k} lnggypt" Deut. xxix. 2). No: * You have seen nothing he did in Egypt” (Deut.
xxix. 4).

128. Who was the father of Salah? Argznnd (Gen. xi. 12). Calnan (Luke iif. 85).

129. Had Michal any children? No: *“Michal had no children unto the day of her
death ” g Sam. vi. 23). Yes: * The five sons of Michal” (2 S8am. xxi. 8).

130. Where was the law written? Exodus says it was written on Mt. 8inal. Duuter-
onomly says it was written on Mt. Horeb.

131. How mnzodled of the plague? Numbers says it was twenty and four thousand
(Num. xxv. 9). rinthians says three and twenty thousand (1 Cor. x. 8).

132. When did Zachariah b to reign? In the thirty.eighth year of Azariah”
(2 Kings xv.8). But a com n of 2 Kings xiv. 20 and xv.1 makes but fourteen

133. How many stalls for horses had Solomon? Wae are told in 1 Kings iv. 26, he had
forty thousand. But, according to 2 Chron. ix. 25, it was only four thousand.

134. How much oll did Solomon give Hiram? According to Kings v. 11, it was twenty
measures. But, according to Chron. ii. 10, it was twenty thousand.

135. Of what tribe was Solomon’s artificer, who came from Tyre? According to 1
Kings vii. 14, he was of the tribe of Naphtbali. But, according to 2 Chron. ii. 14, he was
of the tribe of Dan.

136. How long were the two pillars of S8olomon's porch? According to 1 Kings vil.
is, the iw«.ite eighteen cublits long. But, according to 2 Chron. ill. 15, they were thirty-

ve cubits lang.

137. How many baths were contained in the brazen sea? According to 1 Kings vil.
28, it contained two thousand ; but, according to 2 Chron. iv. 5, three thousand.

138. How many mothers had Abijah? and who was she? According to 1 Kings xv. 2,
she was the daughter of Abishalom. But 2 Chron. xi. 20 says she was the daughter oi
Absalom ; and 2 Chron. xiii. 2 says she was the daughter of Uriel.

— The chronology of the kings of Judah and Israel are a mass of confusion.

139. Where was Ahaziah killed, and how often? According to 2 Chron. xxil. 8, he
was killed at S8amaria; and, according to 2 Kingklx. 27, he was killed again.

140. How many did Jashob kill? ¢ J. b slew eight bundred at one time ”
(2 8am. xxiil. 8). No: It was only three hundred he slew (1 Chron. xi. 11).

141. Who killed the Amalekitcs? Samuel says ** Saul utterly destroycd them ” (1
Bam. xv. 3). But, according to chapter twenty-seven of the same book, David killed
them all, * left neither man nor woman " (1 8am. xv. 13). And yet it appears they wecre
not well killed; for, forty years after, they fought a battle with Ziklag (see 1 Bam. xxx.
18), and they were all killed agaln, * save four hundred young men; ” and S8imeon after-
wards slew them. (8ce 1 Chron. iv.3.) And yet, although destroyed three times, Jose-
phus says he was a descendant of the Amalekites. They must have been a live people.

142. When did Baasha fight a battle with Judah? According to 2Chron. xvi. 1, ft was
in Asa’s thirty-sixth year. But, according to 1 Kings xvi. 8, in the twenty-sixth year of
Asa, Baasha died, or, at least, vacated the throne, — a difference of ten ycars.

143. How did Asa and Baasha stand toward each other? * There was war between
Asa and Baasha all their days” (1 Kings xv. 16). But, according to Chron. xiv. 1, they
were at ten gleon

144. How long d Baasha reign? ‘¢ Baashareigned over Israel twenty-four years” (1
Kings xv. 83). But, according to 1 Kings xvi. 8, it was twenty-three years.

145. How long did Elah reign? According to 1 Kings xvi. 8, Elah reigned two years,
commencing in 's twenty-sixth year.

146. When did Ahaziah n to relgn over Judah? Kings n{l it was the eleventh
year of Joram (2 Kings vili. 16). Kings also says it was the twelfth (2 Kings vill. 25).

147. When did Omri begin to rei%n? ¢ In the thirty.cighth year of Asa began Orari
to rcign ” (Kings xvi. 15). But, as Zimri only reigned seven days, and began in Asa's
twenty-seventh year, Omri must also have commenced in his twenty-seventh year.

148. When did Ahab commcence bis reign? *“In the thirty-eighth year of Asa beinn
Ahab, son of Omrl, to reign ” (1 Kings xvi. 20). How can that be if Omrl reigned twelve
years? (See 1 Kings xvi. 28).
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149. When did Jchoram, son of Ahab, begin to reign? “In the eighteenth year of
Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, began Jehoram to reign (2 Kings iil. 1). Impossible, if his
sun Anuziah uced 1n Jehoshaphat's nineteenth year (see 1 Kings xxii. 51), and
rvigned two years: seventcen and two are nincteen. And, according to 2 Kings .17

and 1 Kings, it was twelve years later, if Jehoshaphat reigned twenty-five years. (See 1

z8).
150. When did Azziah, or Uzziah, n to reign? In the twen:f-aeventh year of
Jeroboam, according to 2 Kings xv. 1. But, according to 2 Kings xvl. 17 and 23, it was
only sixteen years.
51. How long did Jehu relgn over Israel? ¢ Jehu relﬁed over Irrael twenty-eight

years ” (2 Kings x. 36). But.woordlngw2xlng-xm. 1, he reigned thirty years.

152. How long did Jehoahaz reign? Jchoahaz reigned se years” (2 Kings
xiii. 1). But, according to 2 Kings xili. 10, it was twenty years.

153. How old was Ahaz when he began to reign? enty years. (2 Kings xvi. 2.
Aeco;ling to the text (2 Chron. xxiv. 2), his father was about eleven years old when he
was born.

NEW-TESTAMENT CONTRADICTIONS.

There is a continual conflict in the statements of Christ’s
biographers with respect to the various events of his life as
compared with each other; and in some cases they contradict
themselves. We will present some examples : —

154. Who came to worship Christ when he was born? Matthew says, * wise men
?I?mk tll)le sl'hn" (Matt. i. 5). Luke says they were shepherds of the same country

uke fi. 8).

153. How were they led? Matthew says they were led by a star (Matt. ii. 6). Luke
says by on angel (Luke ii. 3).

138. What did the parcnts of Jesus do when he was born? Matthew (ii. 13) says
they fled into Exypt. But, according to Luke (il. 26), they staid therc forty-one days.

157. To whomn did God speak at (ghrm‘a baptism? To him: * Thou art my beloved
son ” (Luke fii. 22). To the bystanders: * This is my beloved son ™ (Matt. lii. 17).

158. Where did Christ go after being baptized? Mark says he went immediately
into the wilderness, and was there forty days (Mark {. 12). Jobn says three days after
he was in Cana (Jobn ii. 12).

159. Where was John while Christ was in Galilee? ¢ John was gn in prison ” (be-
fore that) (Mark i.14). ‘.John was baptizing in Anon " (John iil. 23).

160. Where was Christ when he called Peter and Andrew? Matthew and Mark say,
¢ walking by the Sea of Galilee.” Luke says, * nlmngh:n their ship " (Luke v. 19).

161. Where were Peter and Andrew at the time?  Matthew and Mark say, ‘“In their
lhl{l, flshing.” Luke says, out ** washing their nets ” (Luke v. 2).

62. Ilow came Peter and Andrew to follow JJesus? Matthew and Mark say he * called
them.” But, according to L.uke, the draught of fishes caused them to go.

163. Where did Christ heal the leper? Matthew says at the mount, after the sermon
(vlil. 2). Mark says when preaching in Galilce.

164. \Who told Jesus the centurion’s scrvant was sick? Luke says he sent the elders
ofnhguel to tell him (Luke vil. 3). But Matthew says the centurion went himself (Matt.
viil. ).

165. Where did Christ go after curing Peter’s wifc's mother? Matthew says berond
tit[;‘e Ikxkc.".nlc})drowned a herd of swine (viil. 18). Luke says to Nain, and raised the dead

uke vil. .

166. Where did Christ drown the swine with devils? Matthew says in the country
of Gergeacnes. Mark and Luke say in the country of Gadarenes.

167. Where did the devils remonstrate against going? Mark (v. 10) says
being sent out of the country. Luke (vill. 31) says it was against going into the deep.

168. Were Christ’s disciples allowed to usc staves? Yes: * Take nothing . . . savea
omﬂ‘onl( " (Jark vi. 8). 0: “ Take ncither ehoes or yet staves' (Matt. x. 9).

169. \When did Christ pluck the cars of corn? Matthew (xii. 1) says after be had
appointed his twelve disciples. But Luke and Mark make it after that event.

170. What woman interccded for her daughter? *“ A woman of Canman . . . cried
unto him” (Matt. xv. 22). The woman was a Greek (Mark vil. 20).

171. How great was the multitude which Jesus fod with seven loaves and a few fishes?
Matthew rays four thousand, besides women and children (xv.3s). Mark says four thou.
saud in all (viii. 9).
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172. How long was it after Christ was transfigured that he took James and John up
into the mountain? 8ix days after (Matt. xvil. 4). Eight days after (J.uke ix. 28).

173. How much power did Jceus say faith as big as a grain of mustard-sced can impart?
Matthew (xvii. 20) says enough to rcmove mountains. Luke says (xvil. 8) enough to
pluck up trees by the roots. Both large jobs for one man.

174. 0 asked seats In the kingdom for Zebedee's children? Matthew says (xx. 20)
it was their mother. Mark says (x. 35) they asked it themselves. Why did be refuss
g‘em t.t'lo -e;su when he had promised them, with the other ten discipies, twelve thrones?

att. xix. 28.)

175. How many blind men did Jesus restore near Jericho? Matthew says (xx. 30)
two blind men. Mark and Luke say onlr one, Bartimeus.

176. Where did he perform this miracle? Matthew says as he was going away fium
Jericho. Luke usa as‘he was coming into the city (xvill. 83).

177. When did Christ drive out the moncy-chmg:n? Matthew and Luke say the day
be rode into the cl;y. Mark says not till the ncxt day (xt. 11).

178. What did Jesus tell his disciples about the asse? Matthew says (xxi. 2) he told
them they would find an ass and colt tied. Mark and Luke say they found tied only a
colt. And John says it was a young ass, and Jesus found it himself (xii. 14). Mark and
i,:dk:h-:y he rode the colt. But Matthew (xxl. 7) represents him as riding both the ass

colt.

)\
1790. Who answered Christ’s question in the parable of the vinc'.-zud? Matthew says
I‘aﬁi' 1}) his disciples answered the question. k and Luke both say he answered it

self. .

180. When did Christ tell the truth about Lazarus? He first said his sickness was not
unto death, but afterwards sald he was dead.

181. When did the anointment of Christ take place? Matthew eays (xxvi. 2) it was
two days before the cr. But John says it was six days after (John xii..1). And
Luke makes it much Jater (viil. 36 and xxii. 1).

182. Where did the anointment take place? Matthew says (xxvi. 6) in the house of
Bimon the leper. Luke says (vil. 36) in the house of a Pharisee. But, according to John,
it was in the house of Lazarus (xil. 1).

183. Where was the ointment poured? Matthew and Mark say on his head. But
Luke and John say on bis feet.

184. When did Christ say one of his disciples would betray him? Matthew says
(xxvi. 21) while they *did eat supper.” But, according to Luke (xxii. 20), it was after
supper was over.

35. Where did Jesus go after supper? John says * over the brook Cedron” (xviil. 1.).
But the other three evangelists say to the Mount of Olives.

186. When did Judas betray Christ? John says (xil. 27), after lnlﬁer he went out
:::I made the bargain. But the other three say it was before supper he made the bar-
n

187. Where and to whom did Peter first deny Christ? John says (xviii. 17) to the
damesel at the door. The other three say to the men in the ball.

188. To whom was the second denial made? Matthew and Mark say to a mald. Luke
says to a man. John says to those who stood by the fire (xvill.).

189. To whom was the third denial made? Matthew and Mark say to those who
stood by. Johnsays (xviil.) to the scrvant of the high priest.

Goll:g ‘Where was Christ crucified? John says at Calvary. The other three say at
a.

191. At what hour was Christ crucified? Mark says (xv. 25) it was the third bour.
Bat, according to John (xix. 14), it was after the sixth hour.

192. How was Christ dressed for the crucifixion? ‘‘ And put on him a scarlet robe”
(Matt. xxvil. 28). **The Eut on him a purple robe” (John xix. 2).

193. What was the d offered to Christ at the crucifixion? Mark says it was wino
mixed with myrrh (xv. 23). Matthew says it was vinegar mingled with goll. But Luke
represents it as bclng only vinegar (xxiil. 36). Matthew says Christ tasted it; but, ac-
cording to Mark, he did not.

184. Who bore Christ’s cross? Matthew says Simon of Cyrene (xxvil. 32). But
John says Jesus bore it himself (xix, 17). :

105. ich of the thicves reviled him? Mark says both of them (xv. 29). Luke says
(xxiii. 30) only one of them, and the other reviled him for it.

196. What were the words of the superscription on the cross? *“ This is Jesus, the
King of the Jews ” (Matt. xxvii. 87). *'The King of the Jews” (Mark xv.26). *This is
the King of the Jews” (Luke xix. 18). *‘Jesus.of Nazareth, the King of the Jews”
(John xix. 10). But one of these can be right.

197. Was it lawful for the Jews to put Christ to death? Yes: * We bave a law bz
':,hlﬁh be :i)luglln to die” (Jobnxix.7). No: *“Itis not lawful to put any man to death

vho xviil. 31). : : - e
¢ 188. Who came to Christ's sepuicher? Matthew says (xxviil. 1) Mary Magdalone and
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another Mary. According to John, it was Mary Magdalene only (xx.1). But Luke says
the two Marys and Joanna (xxlv. 10).

199. Was it daylight when they came to the tomb? No: “They came while it was
yet dark ” (John xx.1). Yes:  They came at the rising of the sun” (Mark xvi. 2).

200. Whom did the women sce at the tomb? Matthew says (xxvili. y an angel sit-
11In)g. Mark -l:yl (xvi. 5) a young man. Luke says (xxiv. 4) two men. John says (xx.

2) two angels.

201. Dlge any of the women enter the sepulcher? Yes: They entered in (Mark xvi.
5). No: They did not (John xx. 21).

202. Who looked into the sepulcher? According to Luke, it was Peter (xxiv. 12).
According to John, it was another dlsci;)le (xx. 4).

203. Did Peter go into the sepulcher? John says be did go in (xx. 6). According to
Luke, he did not (xxiv. 12).

204. Did those who visited the tomb relate the case to any one? According to Luke,
the{ lg)ld the eleven disciples (xxiv. 27). But Mark tells us they said nothing to any man
(xvi. 8).

205. To whom did Christ appear after his resurrection? Matthew says to the two
Marys (xxvill. 9). Mark says to Mary Magdalene alone (xvi.9). According to Luke, it
was to two of his disciples at Emmaus.

206. When did Christ first appear to_his disciples? Matthew says it was at Galilee
(Matt. xxviil. 16). Luke says it was at Jerusalem (Luke xxiv. 33).

207. How did Christ’s disciples feel when they met him? Luke says they were terri-
fled (xxiv. 37). But John says they were glad xX. 20).

203. How often did Christ show himself to the disciples? John says, * This is now
the third time.” But, according to the other three, it was the sixth time.

209. Where did Christ part from his disciples? Mark says (xvi. 14) it was at Jerusa-
lcm. But, ucoordln% to Luke, it was at Bethany.

210. When did Christ ascend? According to Luke, it was the day of his resurrection
(Luke xxiv. 13). John says it was nine days aficr (John xx. 26). Baut, according to Acts
1. 3, it was forty days after.

211. From what place did Christ ascend? Luke says (xxlv. b) it was from Bethany.
Acts says (i. 5) it was from Mount Olivet.

212. Did Christ bear witnees of himself? Yes: “ I am one that bear witness of my-
eclf” (John vill. 18). No: ““If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true” (John

v. 21).
218. Could man bear testimony for Christ? Yes: * Ye also shall bear witness” (John
xv. ._No: I receive not testimony from man” (John v. 23).

214. Did Christ come on a mission of Pme? Yes: ¢ To preach glory to God, . . .
and on earth peace’ (Luke ii. 18). No: I came not to send peace but a sword " (Matt.

x. 34).
215. Did Christ have a dwelling-place? No : Matthew saye (viii.20), ** He had not where
to lay his head.” But John sa l%o had a houee, and his disciples saw it (i. 34).

216. Was Christ the savior? Yes: ¢ Christ is the savior of all men” (1 Tim. iv. 10).
No: * Beside me [Jehovah] there is no savior” (Isa. xliil. 11).

217. Waas Christ omnipotent? Yes: ¢ I and my Father are one” (John x. 30). No:
¢ My Father is greater than I” (John xiv. 28;i

218. Was Christ equal to God? Yes; * He thought it no robbery to be equal with
God” (Phil. il. 6). No: “ My Father is greater than 1" (John xiv. 28).

219. Was Christ supremo &d? Yes: ‘“ He was God manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim.
1}i. 16). No: ‘‘ He was man tmmved of God ” (Acts ii. 22).

220. How did Judas die? tthew says he went out and hanged himself (Matt. xxvil.
8). The Acts says he went out and fell headlong sAcu 1. 18).

221. Did the men at Paul’s conversion hear a volce? Yes: ¢ Henrlnf a voice, but see-
ing no man” (Actsix. 7). No: ‘ They heard not the voice” (Acts xxil. 9).

222. Did John see a book? Yes. ‘I saw ... a book written within,” &c¢. (Rev.
v.1). No: ‘“No man in heaven or earth could look on the book ”* (Rev. v. 3).

228. Was John the 3aptist Elias? Yes: “ This {s Elias which was to como ” (Matt.
x§.14). No: ** And he said I am not Elias’* (Jobhn i. 21).

224. When did Herodias ask for the head of John the lsaptist? Matthew says before
Herod’s great promisc to her; but Mark says it was after (Mark vi. 24).

225. 1s the law of Moses superscded? Yes: * We are delivered from the law * (Rom.
vil. 6). No: ‘I camo not to destroy the law ” (Matt. v. 17).

. Who was the father of Joscph? ¢ And Jacob begat Joseph, husband of Mary

(Mrtt. 1. 16). ‘ He was the son of Hell ” (Luke iii. 23).

227. Who purchascd the potter's fleld? ¢ Judas, with the reward of iniquity” (Acts
§. 18). “ The chief priests took the silver, and bought the potter’s field ” (Matt. xxvil 6).

228, Yes: * Tho eplirit led Christ to Jerusalem” (Acts xx.22). No: *Tbe spirit
furbzge;:'im w‘fo " (Acts xxi. 4). lace £ ' (Job xiv.2). N I

. Yes: 1 go to prepare & or you” (Jo v. 2). 0: ‘It was pruvpared

from the beginning " (&n‘f V. g‘). y ¢
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230. Yes: * The mission of the gospel began at Jerusalem " (Luke xxiv.47). No.
¢ It began at Galilee” QActa x. 87).
(Ez%l.nY]tf): “Ib you as strangers” (1Pect.il.11). No: *‘You are not strangers’
gl:’.‘az) Yes: * Christ dfed for his enemies” (Rev.x). No: “For his friends” (Jobn
xv. 13).

(Mfm zﬁf :9‘)‘[ write unto you, fathers” (1 John ii. 18). No: *Call no man father"”

(¢, xxiii. 9).

234. Yes: T am with you alway ™ (Matt. xxvill. 20). No: “It is expedient for you

that I go away ” (John xvi?'f). i ) ¥
Total, 277, including double contradictions.

‘We will not attempt to argue that these conflicting statements
prove that no such events as here referred to ever transpired,
and that the whole thing is a fabrication. We only argue that
it proves the writers were not inspired by infinite wisdom, or they
would have Told the exact truth in all cases, so that there could

T e e e
the real facts, or arrive at an accurate knowledge or the exact
truth, with respect to_any of those doctrines, duties, or events

the contradictions appertain to; and, as these contradictions
refer ost_every doctrine, precept, and event of any im-
portance, it thus sinks all Bible teaching into a labyrinth of

uncertainty. Hence not one single statement in it can be set
down as absolutely true without corroborative evidence.

Note. — The reader will observe, from the contradictions in the foregoing list with
respect to all the duties of life, as well as all the crimes of society, —such as war, intem.
perance, slavery, theft, robbery, murder, falsehood, swearing, lying, &c.,—that it is
abeolutely impossible

to learn our moral and religious duties from the Bible.
CHAPTER XXIII.

OBSCENE LANGUAGE OF THEE:}S BIBLE—TWO0 HONDRED
CASES.

No person of refinement and good morals, who has not been
warped and biased by education or religious training in favor
of the Christian Bible, can read that book through without
Deing often shocked and.put to the blush by its obscene and
vulgar langiiage. Indeed, there are¥oore than two hundred
texts calculated to raise a blush on the cheek of modesty.
Many of them are so_obscene that we would not dare copy

them into this work. It would not onlz outrage the feeg'ggs of
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the reader, but it would render the author liable to prosccu
tion. A law has been recently passed by Congress prohibiting
the publication and circulation of obscene literature ; and mnany
persons have already been prosecuted under that law, — some of
them for merely selecting and publishing some of the obscene
texts of the Bible. But, without being influenced by these
considerations, we will, in order to spare the feelings of the
reader, merely state the import of some of these texts.

1. Omitting the history of Adam, in which we find some not
very refined language, we will commence with Noah. We are
told that Noah became so drunk as to strip off all his clothing,
and one of his sons, to avoid seeing him in that situation,
walked backward, and covered him: for which act his father
cursed him.  Thus it appears that Noah, although ‘¢ a righteous
man,’’ was not a very modest or decent one. And such a man
being held up as a righteous example must have a demoralizing
tendency upon those who accept him in this light. (SeeGen.ix.)

2. The story of Abraham and Sarah, and the account of
Abraham’s illicit intimacy with his servant-maid Hagar, as
related in Genesis (chap. xvi.), and his and Sarah’s gossip
over the affair, is any thing but modest.

3. The ¢ holy man’’ Lot: The story of Lot’s incest with
his daughters, as set forth in Genesis (chap.xix.),is both im-
modest and disgusting.

4. Rachel and Bilhah: The tea-table talk of Jacob and
Rachel, about the act of Jacob in seducing their maid-servant
Bilhah, must be morally repulsive to all only Bible believers.

5. The story of Leah and Zilpah is not much better. (See
Gen. xxX.)

6. The bargain between Leah and Rachel about Reuben’s
mandrakes (Gen. xxx.) is too immodest to relate or con-
template.

7. Jacob’s trick of using peeled sticks and poplar-trees
among his cattle is something more than a descent from the
sublime to the ridiculous. And were it not deemed ¢‘divine
revelation, heavenly instruction,’’ it would have been left out
(Gen. xxx.).

8. The account of Rachel’s stealing her father’s images, and
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then telling an indecent falsehood to hide it, is not very suitable
for a ‘¢ Holy Book ’’ (Gen. xxxi.).

9. The story of the defilement of Dinah we will not attempt
to describe, as we can not do it without offending decency. (See
Gen. xxxiv.)

10. The story of Reuben and Bilhah, in the next chapter,
may be instructive to the pious, but is not so to persons of
refined taste.

11. If you read the narratives of Judah, Onan, and Tamar,
as related in the thirty-eighth chapter of Genesis. for human-
ity’s sake keep it out of the hands of your children, and use your
influence to prevent its circulation among the heathen; for it
must have the effect to sink them still deeper in moral depravity
and mental degradation.

12. The disgusting story of Absalom’s familiarity with his
father’s concubines, as related (2 Sam. xvi. 32), is so disgust-
ing, that we will barely allude to it.

Having referred to twelve cases more, we shall pursue
the repulsive subject no further, except merely to indicate the
chapter and verse where a long list of such cases may be found
and examined by those who may need more evidence that the
Bible is an obscene book, not fit to be rcad in decent society.

13. Vulgar language is used in representing men as acting
like dogs. (See 2 Kings ix. 8.)

14. Job describes disgusting conduct toward a woman (Job
xxxi. 9).

15. Solomon’s Song of Songs contains much that is obscene
language from the first to the eighth chapter.

16. Isaiah makes revolting suggestions relative to stripping
women. (See Isa. xxxii. 2.)

17. Ezekiel is represented as eating disgusting food (dung)

(Ezek. iv. 12).

- 18. Jehovah’s command to Hosea to marry a harlot is of
immoral tendency.

19. Isaiah frequently makes use of vulgar language. One
case may be found in chap. lxvi. 3.

20. Another case in Hosea, describing horrible treatment of
women and children. (See chap. xiii. 16.)
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21. The conduct of Sechem towards certain women, as told
in Gen. xxxiv. 4, is loathsome.

22. The conduct of parents toward their daughters, as de-
scribed in Deut. xxii. 15, and as enjoined by the Mosaic law,
is disgusting and shocking in the extreme.

23. And language no less disgusting, relative to the treatment
of men, as prescribed by law, is found in Deut. xxiii.

24. The account of Paul’s conversion, as described in Acts
ix., is extremeiy vulgar.

The above-cited cases are mere samples of hundreds of simi-
lar ones to be found in God’s Holy Book in the use of indecent
language, calculated to make any person blush to read in pri-
vate, much more if read in public. Indeed, no person dare
rcad them to a company of decent people. Look, then, how
the case stands. Look at the mortifying condition in which
every devout Bible believer in Christendom is placed. Here is
a book which, it is claimed, emanated from a pure and holy being ;
which contains so many passages couched in such obscene and
offensive language, that any person who attempts to read the
book to a company must be constantly and critically on his
guard, and is liable to be kept in a state of fearful anxiety (as
the writer knows by his own experience), lest he stumble on
some of these offensive texts. What an uncomfortable situa-
tion to be placed in when reading a book which is claimed to be
perfect in every respect! We have seen a Bible class in school
stopped suddenly by the teacher, with orders to close their Bibles,
because he had observed, by looking ahead, that the chapter con-
tained language which would bring a blush to every cheek if read.
In the same school we saw a modest boy, of refined feelings, burst
into tears because he was required to read to the school a cer-
tain passage in the account of the conversion of Paul. The
teacher being a devout Christian, whose picty overruled his
decorum, attempted to enforce the reading by a threat of pun-
ishment, but failed. We have also scen the offer of one hun
dred dollars’ reward, standing in a paper for a considerable time
to any person who would read a dozen texts to a company of
ladies, which the gentleman offering the reward might select ,
but no person dared to disgrace himself by accepting the
offer.
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And what is the moral, or lesson, taught by these things?
‘Why, that the Bible is a very unsuitable book for a refined nation
of people to read habitually, or for a morally elevated and enlight-
ened age of the world, though it was probably adapted to the
age and to the people for which it was written. They had not
attained to the present standard of morality and refinement.
‘We cherish no disposition to censure them. They were probably
honest, and lived up to their highest idea of right. If anybody
deserves censure in the case, it is the professedly enlightened
Christians of the present age for going back to a savage, unen-
lightened age and nation for their religion and morals.

A PartiaL List oF THE OBSCENE PASSAGES OF THE BIBLE.

The following figures point to texts, many of which are too
vulgar to be described in any kind of language : —

Geu. xvil. 2, very disgusting; xix. 8, 33, 35, a shocking case; xx. 18; xxv. 23, disgust-
ing; xxx. 8, very obscene; xxx. 15, 16; xxxi. 12; xxxiv. 2, 7, 16, 22; xxxviil. 9, loath-
some; xxxvill. 2v; lix. 25, ¥rxod.1. 10 xix. 15; xx. 2; xxii. 10 xxXiv. 15, 16, Lev. xii.
15; =xwviil. 7. 19, zo. 22, 23. 24; xxi. 7, 20, exlremely vulgnr, Num. xiv. 33, xix. 6,
disgusting; xxv. 1; xxxl. 35; Deut. xxi. 11; xxil. 15, 21; xxii. 22, 23, 25; xxiil. 1, ve
dhgnstlng, xxiif. 13. 17, 18; xxv. 5,7, 10; xxxi 16; Judg xi. 87; xix. 2,25; Ruth i. 11,
12; iil.; iv. 13; 2 Bam. vi. JO, 22; vif. 12, xl. 4, 11; x1i. 11, 12, ver, dlsguulng, xiil. ll,
12.14,3), 22.23 1 Kings . 4; 1t 16, 17, 26; xI. 3) xvi. 11, very filthy; xxi. 21; 2 Kings
xviil. 27, very ﬂll.hy, 2Cbron xxi. 13, 15; Eﬂ.h 1. 12, 14; Job jii. 1 xvl 15, xxi. 24;
xxxd. 10, very disgusting, and 15; xxxif. 19 x1. 16; Pas. xxii, 10; xIviid. 0 cxxxix.13; Prov.
xxiil. 27; xxx. 16, 19; Iu.iv. 11; xl.6 Sol. I 13; fil. 15 vl 8 vi 2, 3; vill.s Isa.
1ii. 17; xxvi. 17, very nasty; xivil. 2 xlix., very obscenc; xlvi. 7 Jer ii. 20; §ii. 1, 2, 6,
9, vel?' fiitby, and 13; lv 81; xiil. 27, xiv 17; xvi. 8, 4, xxix. s; XxxX. 0; "xxxi. 8. 275

13; vii.; Ezek. iv. 15, 10, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 28, 83, 35; xviil. 6; xix. 2; xxil.
11; xxill. 2,8, 5, 7. 8. 10 11, 14, 17, 18. 19, 20, 21, 29,43, xllv.ﬁ.‘:' Hos. 1. 2; 1i. 2, 4, 5; iv.

14. 18. vil. 4; lx. llc f. 2; iv. 10; N:lh. iil. 4; Hab. il. 10 2 Ead. viii. 8; ix. 43;

49; Ju d. ix. Wisd of Bol. 1. 13; iv. 6; Ecclus. xx. 4, xxvi. 9; xxxviil. 25,
xlﬂ. 10 Bar. vi 29; 2Mncc vi. 4; Mats. {. 25 xxiv. 19; xxv. 10; Luke i. 16. 24, 31, 38,
4],44,49 il. 6,7, .xl 27, Johnxvl 21; AcuﬂSO Rom. 120.21 ﬂl.28, ICor.vu 1;
3 Cor. v/ 12; ileb. o. 11; 2 Pet. Ui, 2; Rev. xii. 2; xvil. 1; xvi

CHAPTER XXIV.
CIRCUMCISION A HEATHEN CUSTOM.

CircuMCISION is & very ancient rite, and of heathen origin,
though we are told in Genesis that it was a command of God to
Abraham ; and it was nationalized by Moses. It was considered
by the Jews a very important religious rite, and has been prac-
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ticed by them from their earliest history. So highly was this
ordinance esteemed amongst them, that it was in some cases
performed twice. According to Herodotus and Diodorus, in-
stead of the Jews getting the command direct from God, they
borrowed the custom of the Assyrians; and Josephus silently
assents to its truth; and J. G. Wilkinson says, ¢ It was estab-
lished in Egypt long before Joseph was sold into that country,’”
which furnishes evidence of its existence before the time of
Moses.

Among the Jews this rite was performed on the eighth day
after birth: all converts to their religion, and all servants, had
to submit to the ordinance.

Jerome says that in his day a majority of the Idumseans,
Moabites, Ammonites, and Ishmaelites were circumcised. The
ancient Pheenicians also observed this rite, and the aboriginal
Mexicans likewise. The Mahomedans also practice it; and,
although the Koran does not enjoin it, it has been practiced
wherever that religion has been adopted. The rite is performed
on both sexes in Arabia. This rite was practiced by the early
Christians. Even the wise Paul gave practical sanction to this
ordinance in the case of Timothy. The Coptic and Abyssinian
Christian churches still observe the custom. A circumcision
festival was established in the Church, and kept on the 1st of
January in commemoration of the circumcision of Jesus.

The toleration of this rite by the Jews and Christians shows
that they were dwelling on the animal plane, —that they had
not risen to that high state of spirituality which would lead them
to abandon such heathenish ordinances and customs. It is so
repulsive to refined society, that some civilized nations have en-
acted laws interdicting the custom. Yes, this senseless, cruel,
heathenish rite has to some extent been abandoned, and must
ere long entirely disappear from the earth. It can not with-
stand the lights of science and civilization: it is a childish,
senseless, obscene, vulgar, heathenish, cruel, and disgusting
superstition.

II. Fastine ANp FEeasrtinG.

A total ignorance of the laws of health is indicated as exist-

ing amongst the disciples of all the ancient religiops by the
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alternate extremes of fasting and feasting. The latter is injuri-
ous to health, and the former, also, if long continued, as was
frequently the case. But the subject of health did not occupy
the minds of religious enthusiasts. They knew nothing of the
laws of health, and cared less if possible. Fasting is reported,
in some cases, as extending to an incredible period of time, con-
tinuing in some cases for months. Hindoos often fasted for a
week, and in some cases, if reports are true, for several weeks.
Pythagoras of Greece fasted, it is said, forty days. Both the
fasts and the feasts were generally held to signalize or celebrate
some astronomical epoch; such as the changes of the moon,
changes in the seasons, &c. The ancient representatives of the
Chbristian faith were much given to fasting, as were also some of
the Jews ; but, at the present day, Christians, with others, are
more addicted to feasting than fasting, although fasting is en-
joined by the Bible both by precept and practice. In this
respect modern Christianity bears no resemblance to ancient
Christianity.

CHAPTER XXV.
HOLY MOUNTAINS, LANDS, CITIES, AND RIVERS.

I. HorLy MOUNTAINS.

Taose who have read the Christian Bible are familiar with the
fact that the ancient Jews and early Christians had their holy
mounts and holy mountains, and that they are often referred
toin the Bible. Mount Sinai and Mount Horeb were to the
Jews consecrated spots. They called forth their highest feel-
ings of veneration; they occupied a place in their devout medi-
tations, similar to that of heaven in the mind of the Christian
worshiper. It may be said to have been a substitute for
heaven with the Jews; for they knew no other heaven, and
dreamed of no other in their earlier history. And Mount Zion
was a place equally sacred in the devout meditations of the
early Christians. All the Oriental nations had their holy
mountains before the Jews were known to history : Merau was

45
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the holy mount of the ancient Hindoos ; Olympus, of the Greeks ;
Athos, of the Egyptians. It is therefore evident that the found-
ers of the Christian religion borrowed the idea of attaching
sacredness to mountains. Several of Christ’s important acts
were represented as having been performed on mountains. His
sermon was delivered on a mount; his march into Jerusalem
was from the ¢ Mount of Olives.”” Luke says he went and
abode in the Mount of Olives (xxi. 87). The Devil took him
up into an exceeding high mountain, and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world; and, finally, his earthly career culmi-
nated on Mount Calvary. ¢¢Holy hill,”’ holy mount, and holy
mountain — the most important of which was Mount Zion
—are terms often used in the Old Testament. History dis-
closes very fully the origin of the custom of attaching sacredness
to hills and mountains. One writer says it was partly from the
conviction, that, the higher the earth ascends, the nearer it ap-
proaches the residence of the Gods ; and consequently they would
the more certainly hear the prayers and invocations of mor-
tals. Prophets, seers, and anchorites were accustomed, from
these considerations, to spend much time on the hills and moun-
tains. In view of these facts, we may conclude that all persons
acquainted with history will acknowledge that the Jews and
Christians derived the tradition of regarding hills and mountains
as ‘‘holy’’ from the Orientals, and that it is consequently a
heathen tradition.

II. Hory Laxps axpo Hory CrTiEs.

Jerusalem was the principal holy city of both Jews and Chris-
tians ; and Palestine was their holy land.. Here, again, we find
them anticipated by heathen nations. Thebes was the holy city
of Egypt, Ida the holy city of India, Rome the holy city of the
Greeks and Romans, Mecca the holy city of the Mahomedans.
And, like the early Christians who spent much time in visiting
Jerusalem, the Mahomedans make frequent pilgrimages to Mecca.
Syria was the holy land of the Chaldeans and Persians, Wis-
dom the holy land of the Hindoos, and Benares the principal
‘“holy city.”” And these holy places they visited very fre-
quently, going in large companies, singing hymns, and reciting
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texts from their holy books as they traveled. And Christians
in the time of Constantine spent much time in traveling to and
from Jerusalem and the Holy Land, prompted by the same su-
perstitious notions and feelings. Here we observe another
analogy in the religious customs of the Jews, Christians, and
heathens, all of which were derived from ancient India.

III. Hory Rivirs aAND HoLy WATER.

Holy rivers were quite numerous among the devotees of
the ancient religions. Ganges, in India, appears to have been
the first river invested with the title of ‘‘holy.”” Its waters
were used for the rite of baptism, and were supposed to impart
a spiritual life to the subject of immersion. Jordan and the
Euphrates were regarded as sacred by the Jews, and the former
was the chosen stream for the rite of baptism by that nation..
Even Christ appears to have believed he could receive some
spiritual benefit by being dipped beneath its waves. The Nile
was a sacred river in Egypt, and many repaired to it for spir-
itual benefit. Thus the origin of holy rivers and holy waters
is plainly indicated to be of heathen origin.

CHAPTER XXVI.
BIBLE CHARACTERS.

I. CHARACTER OF JEHOVAH.

Tae Old Testament is principally a history of the Jews and
their God Jehovah,— a narrative of their trials, troubles, treach-
ery, quarrels, and faithless dealings toward each other. No
other God ever had so much trouble with his people; and no
other nation ever showed so little respect for their God, or so
little disposition to obey him, or live up to his commands.
There appears to have been almost a natural antipathy between
them ; so that they were constantly repelling each other. The
relationship appears to have been a forced one, possessing but
few of the adhesive ties of friendship.



154 THE BIBLE OF BIBLES.

Both parties were apparently happier when separated, as they
were several times, —on one occasion for a long period (Lam.
v. 20). And yet, according to the biblical history of the case,
they got along as well, werc as moral and as happy, as when
their God was with them. Hence it is evident, if he had never
returned, they would have sustained no serious loss or disad-
vantage in any way. The case furnishes an argument in favor
of that class of people who are frequently denounced by the
priesthood for ¢¢ living without God in the world.”” If ¢ God’s
own people ”’ could get along without him, why can not men and
women of this intelligent age? And the reason he assigns
for remaining with them as much as he did shows it was not
from natural affinity or affection for them, but because he had
¢t promised ’’ to do so. Did he not know that ‘¢ a bad promise
is better broken than kept?’’ Another circumstance which
implies that Jehovah cherished but little respect for his people,
and cared but little about them, is that, from his neglect (as it
seems most natural to attribute it to this cause), they were lit-
erally broken up while he was apparently with them. One
portion of them fell into the hands of Shalmaneser, King of

Tia, and the other portion into the hands of Nebuchad-
“nezzar, King of Babylon ; and they were never able to regain
their political power as a nation afterwards. And, to cap the
climax, ten out of the twelve tribes were lost entirely, thus leav-
ing Jehovali almost childlcss, and destitute of worshipers. And
a scarch for them for several thousand years has failed to bring
them to light. This circumstance is entirely irreconcilable with
the idea that the Jews were the special favorites of God. In-
deed, it prostrates the assumption entirely beyond defense. It
proves, also, that Jehovah’s promise never to leave or forsake
them was not adhered to. (See 1 Sam. xii. 22.)

And the language and conduct of the God of the Jews on
several occasions imply that, if he ever did make choice of them
as his pets, he was dis_znﬁntm\edﬁ_in_th;em, and repented of the
act. When he exclaimed, ¢“ I have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rcbelled against me’’ (Isa. i. 2), he
virtually confesses he had been short-sighted, or that he had
crred in judgment in selecting the Jews as’ special favorites.



BIBLE CHARACTERS. 155

7/ /
Certaiuly this is the language of vexation and disappointment,
and want of judgment or foresight.

2. We are told ‘‘he hated his own heritage’’ (Jer. xii. 8).
Here is evinced again a feeling of hatred, vexation, and _dis-
appointment, that no sensible being should manifest, much less
a God.

3. ¢ He gathered unto him the children of Ammon and Ama-
lek, and went and smote Israel’’ (Judg. iii. 13). This was a
traitorous act, calculated to discredit any being. Hence it
could not have been the act of an all-wise and benevolent God.
Think of such a being getting into a_squabble with his own
children, and having to invoke the aid of heathen tribes to
subdue ibdue them, and get him out of the difficulty! One day he
heads an a army composed of his ¢ peculiar people’’ to fight the
heathen, with the avowed determination to exterminate them,
and ‘‘leave nothing alive that breathes.’”” The next day he
gets out of patience with their stubbornness and iniquity ; his fury
gets up to fever heat; and he traitorously abandons them, and
joins those same enemies to fight them, and reduce them to
slavery. It is scarcely necessary to say we do not believe such
a God ever existed, excepting in the imagination of ignorant

people.

4. Again: Jehovah is represented as selling his people several
times to the neighboring heathen tribes, which again leads to
the conclusion that he was disappointed in them, tired of them,
and wished to get rid of them. He sold them opnce to Jaban,
King of Capaan (Judg. iv. 2), and twice to the Philistines.
‘Wonder what he got, and what he did with the money ! TheTirst
time he sold them to the Philistines, he told them he never would
deliver them agdin: but he seems either to have forgotten his
promise, or forgot there is a moral obligation to stick to the
truth; for he delivered them several times after that, if his
own biographer and inspired writer tells the truth. Here is
more evidence that he is fickle-minded and unreliable, or that
the Bible writers have misrepresented his character.

5. If we could assume there is any truth in the Bible history

of Jehovah, we should not wonder that the Jews preferred Wor-
shiping \rgb‘lden calf to paying their devotio such a God,
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and, on the other hand, it is not surprising that he should mani-
fest his displeasure toward them, and frequently steal away from
them, and often confess grief, vexaticn, and regret for having
made choice of such an ignorant, rebellious set of rambling
nomads, who subsisted by war and plunder.

6. Jehovah’s jealousy of ods, which he so frequently
y manifested and so often confessed, and which is one of the

“most objectionable traits of his character, must be attributed to
his own moral defects; for he acted in such a manner as to
cause his own people to prefer other Gods to him. He fre-
quently scolded and punished them for worshiping other Gods, —
a circumstance which furnishes evidence that other Gods were
better, and therefore more worthy of being worshiped. What
else could have caused them to prefer other ? He should
have acted in such a loving and fatherly manner that other Gods
could not have been more venerated and sought after. Then he
would not have been so often vexed, harassed, and perplexed at
the idolatrous proclivities of his worshipers, and so often resorted
to retaliation by forsaking them, selling them, enslaving them,
. or delivering themi Into the hands of the spoiler. In Judges ii.
14, it is declared, ‘¢ The Lord delivered them into the hands of
the spoiler ; *’ and, in Judges vi. 1, we are told he delivered them
into the hands of Midian for seven years. This looks like an
attempt to spoil his own plans, and to falsify his own promises
to be with them, and protect them at all times.
7. Much of Jehovah’s dealings with his people seemed to be
by way of experiment, as in the case of tryitg Abraham’s faith

by requiring him to offer up his son. What an idea for an all-
wise andrt)elﬁgpmmm it is said, ** Known unto him
are all his works’’ ! J/

8. But many circumstances prove that Jehovah was not the
God of the universe, but only a family or national God. 1.
His acknowledgment of the existence of other Gods (Deut. vi.
14). -2. His jealousy of other Gods (Exod. xxxiv. 14). 3. His
traveling on foot, lodging in tents, having his feet washed, eat-
ing veal and cakes (Gen. xviii.), &c., all tend to prove this.

4. And the fact that lrccmlfimtlm“ﬂ_____zhntmgnimm
other nations, and not w he visited the spot in
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person (as in the case of the Tower of Babel), is proof he was
not the God of the universe.

9. We can not concede that the ‘¢ Creator of unnumbered
worlds *’ is (like Jehovah) an angry, malevolent being, addicted
to feelings of revenge and retaliation, which seemed to banish
the feeling of love and goodness entirely from his mind, and
who is represented as being frequently thwarted in his designs
and purposes by the caprices of his weak and ignorant children,
who, so far from answering his expectations of being the best,
turned out to be the worst, of his human heritage. Such ideas
would be derogatory to Deity.

And this is the God the ¢ American Christian Alliance’’ are
trying to obtain a recognition of in the Constitution of the
United States. What a moral calamity such a step would be !

CHAPTER XXVII.

CHARACTER OF GOD’S “ HOLY PEOPLE,” THE JEWS,

As the Jews are reputedly ¢ the chosen people of God,’’ —
thosen by him out of all the nations of the earth to be the
epecial recipients of his favors, — the chosen instruments through
which to communicate his will and his laws to the wholz human
race, and chosen to be a moral example for all mankind, for that
age, and for all future generations, —it becomes a matter of great
importance to know their real character for morality, for intelli-
gence, for honesty, and for r reliability. And that we may, in
the effort to present a brief sketch of their character, furnish no
ground for suspecting any misrepresentation, we will present it
in the language of Jewish and Christian writers of established
reputation.” It may reasonably be presumed that their own
writers would be more likely to overrate than underrate their
virtues, Hear, then, what one of their leading prophets says
of them. Isaiah thus describes them (Isa.lix.) : ¢¢ Their hands
are defiled with blood, and their fingers with iniquity ; and their
lips speak lies; their tongues mutter perverseness. None of
them call for justice ; none of them plead for truth. They trust

[
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in vanity, and speak lies ; they conceive mischief, and bring forth
iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hand. Their feet
run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood. Their

| thoughts are thoughts of iniquity ; wasting and destruction are

in their paths.”” Such is a description of God’s holy people by
one of their number. And David completes the picture by de-
claring, ‘¢ There is none righteous; no, not one.”’

And Christ calls them ¢¢ a generation of vipers.”” Rather-a
shocking picture of God’s peculiar people! *¢ Peculiar’’ they
were, if Isaiah’s description of them was true, —peculiar for de-
fective character. It is rather strange that Jehovah should have

selected such moral outlaws as lawgivers and moral examples for

the whole human race. 'There were, at the time, se seyeral natians
superior to the Jews in morals and intelligence, and much
further advanced in civilization. The G—reﬁg,g];gyptians, Chal-
deans, and a portion of the Hindoos were in advance of the
Jews.

The Rev. Mr. Hilliard, in a sermon preached in New York in
1861, says of the Jews, ¢ They were by nature, perhaps, the
most{ _cruel and blood-thirsty, as well as idolatrous, people in the
world.”” And yet he says in the same sermon, ‘¢ that the Lord
chose the Israelites because of their adaptedness of character to
the carrying out of his divine ends of mercy to the race.”” What
cogent reasoning! Why not select the Devil at once, if beings
the most cruel and blood-thirsty were Dbest calculated for ‘¢ car-
rying out his divine ends of mercy to the race”’? Here is more

“ proof of the evil effects of preaching, or adhering to, a religion

which is so full of errors, absurdities, and immoral elements, that
it blinds the moral vision, and weakens the reasoning faculties
to give it a place in the mind, and leads to a system of false
reasoning, and often corrupts the natural judgment. We have
more orthodox testimony to show the jve morals of tho

5’ Lord’s chosen_people. Dr. Burnet (a Christian writer), in his

¢ Archaologia Philosophie,’’ says, ‘‘ They were of a gross and

sluggish nature, not qualified for the contemplation of natural
things, nor the perception of divine ones. And consequently,”
he tells us, ‘* Moses provided nothing for them of an intellectual
nature, and promised them nothing beyond this life, — did not
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teach a future state of existence.”” Lactantius says, *‘ They ;° °
were never visited by the learned med of other countries, be-
cause they were never famous for literature.”” St. Cyril says, 7,
¢« Moses never attempted to philosophize with the Jews, because
they were °grossly ignorant,” and addicted to idolatry.”” Dr. 9
Burnet further says, ¢ They were depraved in their manners and
“discipline, and almost bereaved of humanity. If I may speak
the truth, . . . they were a vile company of men, — an assembly

of slaves brought out of Egyptian prisons, who understood no
art but that of making bricks.”” Josephus, being a Jew, was 7\
their friend and defender; and yet he says, ‘‘They were so
illiterate, that they never wrote any thing, or held intercourse ,
with the learned.”” St. Cyril says, ‘ Some of them adored the /O-
sun as a deity ; others, the moon and stars; and others, beasts,
and birds.”” One writer says, ‘‘They hated all nations, and / /
were hated by all nations,”’ and they seemed determined to
exterminate all nations but theirown. They might also have used
the language of an ancient Christian sect, who declared, ** We }42,
are the friends of God, and the enemies of all mankind.”” Leat

it be borne in mind that the testimonies here cited are not from
infidel writers, but all from Jews and Christians, who, we should
“presume, could have no motive for exaggerating their moral
defects, but rather inducements for concealing them. Other
similar testimony might be presented. Some of the laws which
Moses adopted for the government of the Jews corroborates
still further the statement that they occupied a very low position

in the scale of morals as well as intellect; for the laws of a
nation are a true standard of their character. Hence the law
of Moses prohibiting uncleanness (Lev. xv.), the law against
incest (Lev. xviii.). Laws against bestiality, to prohibit both
sexes from carnal familiarity with Deasts, and various other
laws of a similar character, furnish a clear implication that they
were addicted to all these vile habits; and a law to compel
them to wash their hands leads fo the conclusion that they were

in lined to be filthy in their habits. And the f