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The great Bimillennial celebrations are scheduled to begin in December of 1999, at which time the celebration of Christmas will confront Christians in a new form. Evangelical leader Jay Gary, in collaboration with former U.N. Assistant Secretary-General, Robert Muller, is calling for "an entire year of Christmas" through A.D. 2000. Commencing these high profile celebrations on this particular holiday signifies quite another commemoration than the birth of Jesus Christ. In the various pagan religions of remote antiquity, December was the celebration of the Winter Solstice. Alexander Hislop disclosed the true meaning of the festival of the Winter Solstice in his classic work, The Two Babylons: 

"This festival has been commonly believed to have had only an astronomical character, referring simply to the completion of the sun’s yearly course, and the commencement of a new cycle. But there is indubitable evidence that the festival in question had a much higher influence than this--that it commemorated not merely the figurative birthday of the sun in the renewal of its course, but the birth-day of the grand Deliverer...the Sun-God and great mediatorial divinity." 1.
The Sun-god Osiris and his consort, Isis, together with Re-Atum, the "Father of the Gods," were regarded by the ancient Egyptians as the supreme rulers of a Golden Age of plenty called Zep Tepi or the "First Time." Their kingdom ended abruptly when Osiris was murdered by his evil brother, Seth or Typhon. The childless Isis searched for the dismembered body of Osiris, which she then reassembled and resuscitated long enough to conceive a son named Horus. Horus was believed to be the reincarnation of Osiris, and the new husband of Isis, whose destiny it was to repossess the Kingdom of Osiris from the control of Seth. 

The myth of Horus is, of course, a perversion of the Genesis account of God's judgment of Nimrod and the Babylonian religious system from which Egyptian mystery religions derived. This fable, which forms the basis of Freemasonry and other occult belief systems, is currently experiencing a revival through entertainment, literature, education, and religious traditions. Today, the theme of Horus may be found as the basis of the popular Hollywood production, Lion King. Through many points of entry, the pagan alternative to Jesus Christ is subtly being introduced to the world, and also to the Church, as mankind is subconsciously undergoing preparation for a universal return to the ancient practice of Sun worship. 

In The Two Babylons, Alexander Hislop noted the purity of the early church as regards the adoption of pagan traditions prior to the Roman Catholic apostasy: 

"...within the Christian Church no such festival as Christmas was ever heard of till the third century, and...not till the fourth century was far advanced did it gain much observance. How, then, did the Romish Church fix on December 25th as Christmas-day? Why, thus: Long before the fourth century, and long before the Christian era itself, a festival was celebrated among the heathen, at that precise time of the year, in honour of the birth of the son of the Babylonian queen of heaven; and it may fairly be presumed that, in order to conciliate the heathen, and to swell the number of nominal adherents of Christianity, the same festival was adopted by the Roman Church, giving it the name of Christ." 2.
In pagan Rome, the celebration of the Winter Solstice began on December 17 with the feast of Saturn -- also called the Saturnalia. Through December 23rd, the Roman world engaged in merrymaking and the exchanging of gifts in honor of Saturn, the god of sowing and husbandry and, according to a Rosicrucian source, to commemorate a future Golden Age of Saturn: 

"Here is the general reformation of the world announced in the Rosicrucian manifestos described as a world reformation... Whilst involving definite reforms in education, church, and law, this general reformation has millenarian overtones; it will bring the world back to the state in which Adam found it, which was also Saturn's golden age. So, in the Confessio, the second Rosicrucian manifesto, the general reformation is said to presage ‘a great influx of truth and light’ such as surrounded Adam in Paradise, and which God will allow before the end of the world...this millennium, this return to the golden age of Adam and Saturn, is said to be assisted by ‘the high society of the Rosicrucians.’" 3.
Following the Roman commemoration of the Golden Age of Saturn began the celebration of the birthday of the Grand Deliverer, who was known as Mithra in Rome, Horus in Egypt, Tammuz in Babylon and various appellations in other ancient mythologies: 

"In Egypt, the son of Isis, the Egyptian title for the queen of heaven, was born at this very time, ‘about the time of the winter solstice.’ The very name by which Christmas is popularly known among ourselves - Yule day - proves at once its Pagan and Babylonian origin. ‘Yule’ is the Chaldee name for an ‘infant’ or ‘little child’ and as the 25th of December was called by our Pagan Anglo-Saxon ancestors, ‘Yule-day,’ or the ‘Child’s day,’ and the night which preceded it, ‘Mother-night,’ long before they came into contact with Christianity, that sufficiently proves its real character. Far and wide in the realms of paganism was this birth-day observed." 4.
Not only were the Sun-God and his mother universally worshipped at this time, but common customs symbolizing his reincarnation were derived from the very prophecies that applied to Jesus Christ: 

"The Christmas tree, now so common among us, was equally common in Pagan Rome and Pagan Egypt. In Egypt it was the palm tree; in Rome it was the fir; the palm-tree denoting the Pagan Messiah, as Baal-Tamar, the fir referring to him as Baal-Berith. The mother of Adonis, the Sun-God and great mediatorial divinity, was mystically said to have been changed into a tree, and when in that state to have brought forth her divine son. If the mother was a tree, the son must have been recognized as ‘Man the Branch.’ And this entirely accounts for putting the Yule Log into the fire on Christmas Eve and the appearance of the Christmas tree the next morning. As Zero-Ashta, ‘The seed of the woman,’ ...he has to enter the fire on ‘Mother night,’ that he may be born the next day out of it, as the ‘Branch of God,’ or the Tree that brings divine gifts to men." 5.
The tradition of the Christmas tree symbolically portrayed the death and reincarnation of Osiris in his son, Horus: 

"...the divine child born at the winter solstice was born as a new incarnation of the great god (after that god had been cut in pieces...on purpose to revenge his death upon his murderers.) Now the great god, cut off in the midst of his power and glory, was symbolised as a huge tree, stripped of all his branches, and cut down almost to the ground. But the great Serpent, the symbol of the life restoring Aesculapius, twists itself around the dead stock...and lo, at its side sprouts a young tree - a tree of an entirely different kind, that is never to be cut down by a hostile power -...and thus shadowed forth the perpetuity and everlasting nature of his power, how that after having fallen before his enemies, he has risen triumphant over them all. Therefore, the 25th of December, the day that was observed in Rome as the day when the victorious god reappeared on earth was held at the Natalis invicti solis, 'The birthday of the unconquered Sun." 6.
The feast of Christmas is, in allegorical form, the pagan celebration of the Serpent’s eventual triumph over the very God who cut down the tower of Babel (symbolized by a tree). By reviving and restoring the mystery religions as they were practiced in ancient cultures, Horus became the Egyptian savior and virtual counterpart of Jesus Christ. In her Theosophical Glossary, H.P. Blavatsky thus describes Horus: 

"Horus (Eg.). The last in the line of divine Sovereigns in Egypt, said to be the son of Osiris and Isis. He is the great god ‘loved of Heaven,’ the ‘'beloved of the Sun, the offspring of the gods, the subjugator of the world.’ At the time of the Winter Solstice (our Christmas), his image in the form of a small newly-born infant, was brought out from the sanctuary for the adoration of the worshipping crowds..." 7.
In the fourth century, the Emperor Constantine assigned December 25, the birthday of the Roman Sun-God Mithra, to Jesus Christ, thereby placing the true Savior among the pantheon of Roman gods. Drawing Christians into the pagan celebrations of Rome procured the religious unity needed for the success of the Holy Roman Empire, which dominated the world for 1200 years. In the 16th century, the Protestant Reformers discontinued the celebration of Christmas by reason of its pagan character. The Puritans who controlled the English Parliament in 1644 declared that no observation of Christmas was permitted, calling it "The Profane Man’s Ranting Day." C. H. Spurgeon proclaimed as late as 1871: "We have no superstitious regard for times and seasons. Certainly, we do not believe in the present ecclesiastical arrangement called Christmas." In 1983, USA Today recalled the Protestant scorn for Christmas: 

"A broad element of English Christianity still considered Christmas celebration a pagan blasphemy. The Puritans, Baptists, Quakers, Presbyterians, Calvinists and other denominations brought this opposition to early New England and strong opposition to the holiday lasted in America until the middle of the 18th century." 8.
It was inevitable, however, that the nineteenth century social and spiritual revolutions in England and America would eventuate in a mass departure from Puritanism. The author of Man, Myth And Magic jubilantly records the modern return to pagan tradition: 

"In Britain…social conditions were laying the foundations for a glorious revival of the Christmas spirit, as a reaction to the wretchedness and drab poverty that was a byproduct of the Victorian age…As early as 1841, Punch [a British periodical] suggested that the Christmas season should be a time for helping the poor and hungry, a sentiment that was given tremendous impetus by Charles Dickens in his Christmas Carol two years later." 9.
In America, founding members of the New York Historical Society revived the Christmas tradition in the early 1800s and in 1836 the state of Alabama declared it a legal holiday. No doubt many of a Puritan mindset who strove to stem the tide of apostasy recalled the words of Tertullian, who lamented the identical compromise of Christians as early as 230 B.C. 

"By us...who are strangers to Sabbaths, and new moons, and festivals, once acceptable to God, the Saturnalia, the feasts of January, the Brumalia, and Matronalia, are now frequented; gifts are carried to and fro, new year’s day presents are made with din, and sports and banquets are celebrated with uproar; oh, how much more faithful are the heathen to their religion who take special care to adopt no solemnity from the Christians." 10.
In his book, Too Long In The Sun, Richard Rives draws an appropriate parallel to the circumstances in Exodus 32, a Biblical precedent which provoked God nearly to the point of destroying the nation of Israel for their sin of blending pagan worship with His own: 

"…the golden calf was built and the celebration declared a ‘feast to the Lord.’...The people had declared a celebration to honor God that he did not recognize as being in his honor." 11.
Rives' assertion is validated by evidence that the golden calf was an Egyptian idol of sun-worship, Hat-hor being the womb of Isis, the mother/wife of Horus: 

"Hathor and Aphis, the cow and bull gods of Egypt, were representatives of sun worship. Their worship was just one stage in the long Egyptian history of solar veneration. The golden calf at Mount Sinai is more than sufficient evidence to prove that the feast proclaimed was related to sun worship. The event at Mount Sinai was just one episode in the Satanic apostasy which began at the tower of Babel. The celebration of December 25th, originally proclaimed in honor of the birth of the sun god Mithra, can only be one of the final events in the long continuing saga of Satanic sun worship." 12.
This identical form of worship is found among God's people again in I Kings 12, which records the Israel's apostasy under the reign of Jeroboam, who devised a feast "like unto" the true feast in Judah: 

26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David: If this people go up to sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.
27 Whereupon the king took counsel and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

28 And he set one in Bethel, and the other in Dan. 

29 And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan... 

32 And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the calves that he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. 

33 So he offered upon the altar which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised in his own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel and he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense."
The Matthew Henry Commentary notes the good intentions which attended Jeroboam's compromise: 

"Thus Jeroboam made Israel to sin, and introduced idolatry, which continued in the kingdom of Israel till the Assyrian captivity. Though it is probable he meant this worship for Jehovah the God of Israel, it was directly contrary to the Divine law, and dishonorable to the Divine majesty, to be thus represented. the people might be less shocked at worshipping the God of Israel under a similitude, than if they had once been invited to worship Baal, but it made way for that idolatry." 13.
History demonstrates that the point of departure for every major apostasy in Israel and Christendom was subtly commingling worship of the true God with worship of the Sun-god. The return of the Israelites to sun-worship in the wilderness was indicative of an inward return to Egypt which led to their eventual judgment. The establishment of sun-worship by King Jeroboam marked the division of the kingdom and the beginning of Israel's apostasy, which culminated in the Assyrian captivity. 

Likewise, the 4th century compromise of Christianity with the pagan religions of Rome coincides with the institution of the feast of Christmas. Finally, the 19th century departure from the Puritan faith leading to the present apostasy occurred around the time of the re-establishment of Christmas as a Christian holiday. The clear testimony of history makes it difficult to resist the suspicion that the kick-off for Bimillennial celebrations in 1999 is, for reasons occult and conspiratorial, scheduled for the season of Christmas -- the birth of the Sun-god. 
  

JAY GARY ~ SUPERSTAR
In the progressive plan of Satan, a mid-nineteenth century revival of sun-worship -- in the form of Christmas -- occurred in due time to restore the ancient religious system that will be essential for transition into the New Age: MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. (Rev. 17:5) The restoration of this religious system is the result of a carefully laid Plan originating in the mind of Satan and currently being brought to fulfillment by his Spiritual Hierarchy and human agents. An indispensable element of The Plan, as delineated in 1922 by Theosophist Alice Bailey, requires infiltration of the Christian Church and the placement of Adepts or initiates in positions of leadership: 

"Very definitely may the assurance be given here that, prior to the coming of the Christ, adjustments will be made so that at the head of all great organizations will be found either a Master, or an initiate who has taken the third initiation. At the head of certain of the great occult groups, of the Freemasons of the world, and of the various great divisions of the church, and resident in many of the great nations will be found initiates or Masters." 14.
Central to the bimillennial fervor and millennial delusion of these initiates -- the false prophets whom Jesus warned would abound in the last days -- is found a curious fascination with the tradition of Christmas. A 1994 publication, The Star Of 2000: Our Journey Toward Hope by evangelical leader Jay (Judson) Gary, introduces the Church to the secular Bimillennial agenda and encourages our participation commencing with Christmas of 1999. 

Sold as a Christian publication, The Star Of 2000 opens with high praises from prominent evangelical leaders like Bill Bright, President of Campus Crusade for Christ, Dr. David Barrett, Editor, World Christian Encyclopedia, Dick Eastman, International President, Every Home for Christ, John Dawson, Urban President, Youth With a Mission, Dr. Paul Cedar, President, Evangelical Free Church and David Bryant, President, Concerts of Prayer International. 

Judson Gary is no minor player in the Evangelical religious system. Having graduated from Georgia Tech in 1976, he began his meteoric career in the church doing research in apologetics for Josh McDowell. In 1978, he moved to Los Angeles to work with the group which formed the U.S. Center for World Mission. During this time, he developed the Perspectives Study Program for worldwide lay missions. In 1982, he became their conference planner and also executive editor of the World Christian Magazine. 

From 1986-89, Mr. Gary was communications consultant for New Life 2000, the World Strategy of Campus Crusade. During this period he was also Program Director for the Lausanne Movement founded by Billy Graham and organized the 1989 Global Consultation on World Evangelism by A.D. 2000 and Beyond, the worldwide conference which launched the A.D. 2000 Movement. 

In 1991, Gary established the Global Service Office located in Colorado Springs. From this headquarters he then created the Bimillennial Global Interaction Network, a worldwide network of groups participating in the Bimillennial celebrations. This organization was jointly led by Jay Gary, Paul Guest of the World Association for Celebrating the Year 2000, and Robert Muller, former Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations. Robert Muller is also a Spiritualist and the author of books such as The Birth Of A Global Civilization and the World Core Curriculum in use globally to indoctrinate children as World Citizens. 

It seems that in 1993 Jay Gary wrote a letter to the World Goodwill Newsletter (an organization associated with Alice Bailey’s Lucis Trust, the Arcane School and the United Nations) announcing Robert Muller’s leadership through the U.N. of the International Year of Thanksgiving in 2000. 15. It is probable that Gary knew of Muller’s early association with Thanks-Giving Square, an interfaith organization in Dallas, Texas which was established in 1981 for the purpose of uniting the world’s religions on the basis of their Thanksgiving traditions. In 1982, Muller signed the first "Declaration of World Thanksgiving" with eleven other world religious leaders including Pope John Paul II, the Dalai Lama, Mother Teresa and Sir John Templeton, founder and benefactor of the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion. 16. 

In 1992, Jay Gary formally dissociated with Robert Muller after his exposure by several ministries. However, in a late 1994 conversation with a Boston talk show host, Loren Decker, Gary privately admitted to a personal ongoing friendship with Muller: 

"...the New Age has got it right...they’ve gotten their symbols right when it comes to 2000 in terms of a new millennium and a hope-a symbol of hope-and transformation. The new millennium happens within, not without. We need to begin anew and so there’s a number of people who...have answered the questions about what this means - it’s not external, it’s internal.
"All the dreams that Muller has for our world are Christian dreams when it comes down to it in terms of the democratic dreams... I have no shame that I call him a friend. I wouldn’t call him a friend on the air, but I’m honored to be his friend and honored to learn from him... I see Robert Muller one of the most Christian statespeople - Christian values, not Christian relationships or Christian culture - but he is incarnating quite a bit of what Jesus has called for and his visions for the U.N. of greatness are largely mimicked after his visions of greatness for the Church -- what the Church has achieved...
"These people have learned their lessons from the Bible - the Book of Revelation and the New Jerusalem - far better than we have and are bringing the Kingdom of God to earth and you have to respect it and at the same time you can’t lose the genesis of it, which is Jesus...It’s kind of like banquet etiquette ...those who will be first shall be last... We need to invite the poor to this thing, the public and the church might be last to - I’m not downing the church at all, but I’m just saying it’s funny the people that have seen this Star - people you wouldn’t think..." 17.
The April 1994 report of the "March for Jesus" identified Jay Gary as the Regional Coordinator for the Midwest Region of the U.S. Then in October of 1995, Gary made a joint presentation about Celebration 2000 with Focus on the Family C.O.O. Dick Mason at the Front Range Ministry Forum in Glen Eyrie, Colorado. Their subject was "Ministry Reports on Collaboration & Partnership & Teamwork." 18. 

Beyond this seemingly superhuman profile, Mr. Gary, who describes himself as "The Millennium Doctor," confided in 1995 to the L.A. Times that he is anticipating a new assignment -- 

"When asked if the Millennium Doctor will keep operating till the year 2000, Jay confesses he is looking to heaven for a new vocation. 'I might shed my white doctor’s coat to become a stage manager. You would have never heard of the Beatles without Brian Epstein.' Apparently as the Bimillennium approaches, even a superstar like Jesus Christ is in need of an advance man." 19.
Does Mr. Gary have illusions of grandeur? Perhaps not. Certainly, the Lord Jesus Christ has no need of an advance man and, if He did, spiritual cross-dressers need not apply. However, there is a high profile position available for which Jay Gary may be well qualified -- that of the False Prophet. 
  

The Star Of 2000
Among Jay Gary's New Age friends is Dr. Richard Kirby, who heads the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge and is also a member of the advisory board of Sancta Sophia Seminary. Jay Gary and Dr. Kirby, along with Barbara Marx Hubbard attended the May 1997 convocation of this New Age institution. Jay Gary also participated on the panel of the July 1996 Eighth General Assembly of the World Future Society moderated by Richard Kirby and Barbara Marx Hubbard. At this conference, Richard Kirby described the new religion of the 21st century as: 

"...that altered state of consciousness of the religious thinker and... the coming astronomical or cosmic age of religion. For the merely terrestrial age of religion is passing away...and as geocentric cosmology gave way to heliocentric cosmology in the 16th century, so geocentric or terrestrial religion is giving way to astronomical, astronautical cosmo-centric religion of the 21st century. A vast restructuring is going on..." 20.
The heliocentric cosmology of the 16th century would be a reference to the debut in Europe of the mystical Order of the Rose Croix, whose ultimate aim was the reestablishment of the ancient mysteries in a form that would be publicly acceptable. From this occult order originated the Freemasons and it is through their vast membership and influence that sun-worship has indeed achieved respectability in the Western world. 

During the World Future conference, Dr. Kirby characterized Jay Gary’s book, The Star Of 2000, as "questioning the role of Christ in the 21st century." This book does in fact omit any presentation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and promotes every futurist and New Age thinker as innovative and contributing to a new understanding of Christ -- a perception which Jay Gary believes the Church must now acquire: 

"At times, the world can reveal a broader implication of the gospel of Jesus Christ which the church has forgotten or never discovered." 21.
The Star Of 2000 commends and quotes liberally the New Age wisdom of Robert Muller, Hans Kung, Isaac Asimov, Brian Swimme, Thomas Berry and St Francis of Assisi who praised "sister Moon," "brother Wind" and "sister Earth" in The Canticle of the Sun. Addressing a 1994 Adopt-A-People Consultation, Gary also highly recommended the New Age books of David Spangler and Tom Sine, calling these Luciferians "the best." And what is the gospel according to David Spangler? 

"Lucifer works within each of us to bring us to wholeness, and as we move into a New Age...each of us in some way is brought to that point which I term the Luciferic Initiation, the particular doorway though which the individual must pass if he is to come fully into the presence of his light and wholeness. Lucifer prepares man in all his ways for the experience of Christhood..." 22.
In his address to the Adopt-A-People Consultation, Jay Gary promoted, among several New Age publications, a book by William Alnor titled Soothsayers Of The Second Advent. This Evangelical author trashes conspiracy theories, the 6,000 year view of human history followed by a seventh thousand years, and ministries such as Southwest Radio Church which "pin the tail on the Antichrist" or try to determine the Mark of the Beast. (Even so, Rev. 13:18 commends this prophetic ministry: "Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast...") Mr. Alnor would have Christians believe that there is no Beast to worry about! 

"Despite the frightening statements of our tracking and eventual control by a European computer, these reports -- and others of a planned new money system -- are greatly exaggerated. The soothsayers have quoted no top-notch international economists -- or even a local college professor well versed in international finances -- to back up their claims. [S.W.R.C.'s] (Patrick) Fisher's claim that all IRS records are in a European computer is based on total hearsay...During a recent visit to the Internal Revenue Service's massive regional computer center...I discovered there are strict security measures -- measures even locked into computer software -- that make it extremely difficult for taxpayer information to get out to individual IRS employees. The soothsayers who make wild claims about computers and the alleged new money system apparently have not checked with any informed economists in an attempt to see if they were true. Had they done so, they would have found out that the 'Beast' exists only in their fertile imaginations." 23.
With like scorn toward the Christian doomsdayers, Jay Gary disdains all talk of a Tribulation or Armageddon and refers to the rapture of the Church as the worst of all possible scenarios, calling this mindset "a survival movement, a waiting game, a great escape for the chosen..." Conversely, "The best scenario" -- which he proposes -- "offers us everything! What better culmination to the bimillennial than to have the guest of honor, the Lord Jesus, personally arrive to usher in His kingdom?" 24. 

Avoiding the worst scenario at all costs, no Antichrist appears in The Star Of 2000. 

Or does he? 

The Magi
The Star Of 2000 is dedicated "to the Magi everywhere who decide to join this journey toward hope." In his preface, Jay Gary states, "...you will...meet various Magi who have seen His star." Among the various "Magi" cited in The Star of 2000 are prominent evangelical leaders Bill Bright, Chuck Colson, Ralph Winter, John Dawson, David Bryant, Graham Kendrick, Tony Campolo, Karen Mains and Madeline L’Engle. Other "Magi" include New Age Spiritualists Robert Muller, Hans Kung, John Naisbitt, Isaac Asimov, Tom Sine Brian Swimme, Thomas Berry and Mahatma Ghandi. 

"Magi" are practitioners of magic or sorcery as were Simon the sorcerer in Acts 8 (who thought to merchandise the power of the Holy Spirit) and Elymas the sorcerer in Acts 13, who withstood the preaching of the Word of God through Saul and Barnabas. The Acts of the Apostles is considered an extension of the Gospel of Luke and it is noteworthy that New Age publications have reinvented the traditional Gospel accounts according to "recent archaeological discoveries" of Gnostic sources. One such book, Bloodline of the Holy Grail by Laurence Gardiner, remonstrates that there has been a cover-up of the true historical accounts and graciously provides the true records for readers: 

"(Bloodline's) authority rests with revolutionary interpretations, such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and with the many Gospels and early texts that were conveniently obscured from the public domain. Recorded facts have also been culled from Celtic annals, and from chronicles of the Dark Ages, along with much information from the sovereign, saintly and chivalric archives of Europe. Throughout the centuries, an ongoing Church and governmental conspiracy has prevailed against the Messianic inheritance. This heightened when Imperial Rome diverted the course of Christianity to suit an alternative ideal, and has continued to the present day." 25.
The underlying thesis of Gardiner's book and indeed of most New Age literature, is that Jesus was a high ranking adept in the Gnostic Essene Community who trained his disciples (a militia of sorts with political aspirations) for the purpose of defeating the evil Roman Empire and liberating the Jewish nation. During his "lost years," says Gardiner, Jesus was initiated into the Egyptian mysteries to prepare him for his Messianic mission -- to unite Israel and the Gentile nations in one religion. According to this popular book, Simon the Sorcerer (Simon Magus) was not only Jesus’ disciple -- Simon Zelotes mentioned in Luke 6:15 -- but also the influential head of the Samaritan Magi, the spiritual mentor of James and John and the consort of Salome! 26. 

The Theosophical Glossary defines the term "Magi" as a derivative from the Latin word for ‘great’: 

"The name of the ancient hereditary priests and learned adepts in Persia and Media, a word derived from Mâha, great, which became later mog or mag, a priest in Pehlevi..." 27.
Acts 8:9 records that Simon Magus was in fact "giving out that himself was some great one." A recent New Age book, The Gift of the Magi: Christmas for a New Millennium by Rick Levine, locates the origins of the Magi in Persia, although the author erroneously identifies modern Babylon as Persia (Iran) rather than Iraq: 

"Chaldea was the home of a great and ancient sacred knowledge called astrology. Chaldea became Babylon, which later became Persia. Five centuries before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Zoroaster brought a new religion to this land. Zoroastrianism played a significant role in this ancient world. Zoroastrian priests were astronomer-priests. The ancient Persian temples, ziggurats, were astronomical observatories. In these observatory-temples, the ancient Persian priests spent the nights watching the divine magic unfold. Around the time of the Jesus’ birth, Zoroastrian magi undoubtedly practiced astrology." 28.
The Secret Book Of The Egyptian Gnostics credits the Persian Magi with initially producing the body of spurious scriptures from which Gnosticism developed: 

"The...remnants of mystical or sacred (Iranian) writings that the Magi of Asia Minor - the Maguseans -- composed in Greek... The principal book of this kind, given under the names of Zoroaster, Ostaneas and Hystapes, dates back to the second century of our era. It was these books, perhaps, which did the most to prepare the mythical framework in which our Gnosis was coming to birth." 29.
"Gnosis" means knowledge. The Gnostic believed that he was one of the elect who possessed this knowledge: knowledge of God and things divine, either through direct mystical experience, or through the possession of a secret body of knowledge which had been handed down to those initiated. The Gnostics asserted that the world of matter in which the human soul was imprisoned was evil and that the spirit was meant to partake in the divine nature of the Great Life beyond. Gnosis, or the knowledge which insures salvation, is the perception by man that he contains a spark of God and the realization of the necessity of awakening from the half-life he leads on earth to a full consciousness of his divinity, which has been ensnared in matter. The Encyclopedia of Religion explains the philosophical origin of this aberrant hypothesis: 

"A series of emanations from the Godhead …were intended to constitute the created world. As the emanations proceeded from their divine source, a catastrophic event occurred -- the breaking of the vessels that carried them. Sparks of the divine light fell into the material domain where they were imprisoned in shells of matter. The task of the Qabbalist was to liberate the sparks in order to reconstitute the divine configuration, the primordial man (adam quadmon), a goal with eschatological overtones." 30. 
 

The Noahide Laws
Gnostics including author Rick Levine maintain that the coming of the Messiah was discerned through astrology rather than the Hebrew Scriptures. The Secret Book of the Egyptian Gnostics claims that Adam had prophesied the narrative of the Magi and was buried in a Persian cave along with certain treasures: 

"At the same time, now mingling nascent Christianity with these Iranian and Jewish myths (Zoroaster), there were amplifications of the major episode of the Magi keeping watch for the rising of the star that was to guide them to Bethlehem for the adoration of the Messiah. The principle work in which ...all these traditions became synchrotized was The Book of the Cave of Treasures...It puts all these revelations into the mouth of Adam as the first of a long series of prophets, who predicts how the Magi will await the announcement of the Saviour, near this cave in which Adam himself will have been interred, and where the Treasures are concealed which the Magi will carry to Bethlehem." 31.
The sacred Book of the Cave of Treasures is alleged to contain the secret teachings that were written by Adam, who transmitted them to Noah. 

"In The Book of the Cave of Treasures ...let us quote from it these lines, supposedly spoken by the Magi: Adam imparted revelations to his son Seth...he recommended his son Seth never to fail in justice as he Adam had done. Seth welcomed the teaching of his father with a pure heart and it was given to him to inscribe this wisdom in a book and to teach it...And thanks to him, for the first time in this world, there was seen a book written in the name of the Most High. Seth bequeathed to his descendents the book thus written, and that book was handed down even to Noah...(who) took with him into the Ark the books of these teachings... He ordained in his turn that the generation that came after him were to repeat...the mysteries in the books of Seth...These mysteries and this narrative were handed down even to our fathers...who passed them on to us." 32.
The History of Freemasonry, by High Adept and Prince of Masonry Albert Mackey, provides the sequel to the Gnostic version of the account of Noah: 

"After Noah’s emergence from the Ark, he is said to have promulgated seven precepts for the government of the new race of men of whom he was to be the progenitor... (1) To do justice (2) Worship God (3) Abstain from idolatry (4) Preserve chastity (5) Do not commit murder (6) Do not steal (7) Do not eat blood." 33.
According to the Encyclopedia of Religion, these regulations, which are known as the Noahide Laws, derive from a Cabalistic interpretation of the Torah. 34. Essentially these laws are condensed from a 1990 edition of the Institute of Judaic-Christian Researcher: 

"(1) Thou shalt not engage in idol worship. (2) Thou shalt not blaspheme God. (3) Thou shalt not shed innocent blood. (4) Thou shalt not engage in bestial, incestuous, adulterous or homosexual relations not commit the act of rape. (5) Thou shalt not steal. (6) Thou shalt establish laws and courts of law to administer these laws, including the death penalty for those who kill, administered only if there is one testifying eyewitness. (7) Thou shalt not be cruel to animals." 35.
Author of Rapture Watch, Jamma M., warns of this insidious revision of the Ten Commandments: "The danger of these laws is very subtle. Who will determine what is classified as an idol? Which God or gods are they speaking of? Who will define blasphemy of the god of choice? The Old Testament required 2 or 3 witnesses for a death sentence and strictly forbade the execution of a person by the word of one witness (Deut. 17:6)" 36. 

According to Albert Mackey, the Noahide laws were intended to regulate the conduct of both Jews and Gentiles: "These seven obligations...are held binding on all men, inasmuch as all are descendants of Noah, and the Rabbins maintain that he who observes them, though he not be an Israelite, has a share in the future life, and it is the duty of every Jew to enforce their due observance wherever he has the power to do so." 37. 

The Encyclopedia Of Judaism lists the same seven laws, which "…are felt to represent at least a formulation of basic, intuitive ‘natural law’...as a mechanism for non-Jews to be governed under Jewish jurisdiction." The entry mentions further that: "Full-page ads in the New York Times and other newspapers have proclaimed: ‘All nations of the world: Fulfill the 7 universal Noahide Laws given to you in the Torah of Moses.’" 38. 

The Encyclopedia then bluntly asserts the appropriate penalty for disobedience: "One additional element of greater severity is that violation of any one of the seven laws subjects the Noahide to capital punishment by decapitation. (Sanh. 57A)" 39. 

It is not common knowledge that the U.S. House of Representatives passed a Joint Resolution on March 20, 1991 by which the Noahide Laws became Public Law #102-14, after passage by both Houses of Congress and the signature of former President George Bush. A Rabbi Schneerson, the messianic leader of a worldwide ultra-orthodox sect known as The Lubavitch Movement, as being responsible for this unknown law. 

"The Resolution reads in part: ‘Whereas these ethical values and principles have been the bedrock of society from the dawn of civilization, when they were known as the Seven Noahide Laws... Whereas the Lubavitch movement has fostered and promoted these ethical values and principles throughout the world... Now, therefore be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress Assembled, that March 26, 1991, the start of the ninetieth year of Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, leader of the worldwide Lubavitch movement, is designated as ‘Education Day, U.S.A.’ The President is requested to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the United States to observe such day with appropriate ceremonies and activities." 40.
Based on the transmission of the Noahide Laws according to Gnostic sources, it can be educed that the principle work of the Persian Magi, The Book of the Cave of Treasures, provided a blueprint for world government. According to New Age astrologer/author Rick Levine, it was this contribution to mankind that was the true gift of the Magi who visited Jesus Christ: 

"The gift of the magi was really the changing of civilization. It doesn’t matter what religion you are, the last two thousand years have been the age of Christianity...The Three Wise Men sought out the birth of a baby to play a role in the founding of a religion that has been dominant for two thousand years... The suppressed origins of Christianity date back to these magi who recognized the sign of their times... The magi were undoubtedly the founders of Christmas, and of Christianity." 41.
Jay Gary likewise refers to "new treasures from the unreached world" in terms of a new movement out of the cradle of civilization. He wrote in "The Journey of the Magi" as published in the World Christian News: 

"This fall believers around the world are ‘praying through the window.’ For some it will mean a prayer journey among the 10/40 Window, for others it will mean a month of concerted prayer that God might bring forth new treasures from the unreached world.
"If our highest prayers would be answered, what might come forth from the cradle of civilization? Perhaps you envision a people movement sweeping through the Kurds, or the Palestinians. If this were to happen it would virtually be another Journey of the Wise Men, a spiritual procession arising from the heart of the cradle of civilization... As we approach 2000, another journey of the Magi could be reenacted before our eyes." 42.
Such a journey is now on the schedule of events leading up to the celebration of Christmas, 1999. In August of 1999, thousands of people will join Jay Gary to form a caravan journeying from Iraq to Bethlehem -- a journey which will take five months and culminate in December of 1999. 43. Will this "people movement" of Kurds or Palestinians "bring forth new treasures" from the Cave of the Treasures in Persia -- even a new civilization governed by the Noahide Laws? 

Daniel 7:25 informs us that the next "new civilization"-- the fourth Beast -- will be governed by new laws, and John foresaw in Rev. 20:4 "the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast..." Inasmuch as refusal to worship the Antichrist will be tantamount to disobedience of the second Noahide Law, it is certain that death by decapitation will be commonplace in this new civilization. (Rev. 20:4) 

The Star of 2000 is dedicated "to the Magi everywhere who decide to join this journey toward hope." We are indebted to James Webb, historian of The Occult Establishment, for removing the sheep's clothing from these ravening wolves: "The term ‘magus’ is no figure of speech -- it refers to occultists proper." 44. 

Jay Gary does omit all reference to the conversion of the Eastern Magi to faith in Jesus Christ as "God come in the flesh" or to their rejection of the Babylonian mystery religion, although this change of heart is understood in Scripture. Without this clarification and taking into consideration the preponderance of New Age mystics promoted by Jay Gary as modern "Magi," it seems fair to assume that The Star Of 2000 is dedicated to "occultists everywhere who will unite to found a new civilization governed by the Noahide Laws" in A.D. 2000. 

The Fourth Magus
The Prologue to The Star of 2000 presents "The Parable of the Fourth Wise Man," an Arabian magus who lost his way en route to Bethlehem, having since wandered the earth in search of the "true spirit" of Christmas. The bewildered Zalshar wondered: 

"Was I here to search for the true spirit of Christmas until I found it? Would I follow that Star, wherever it led, until the whole world saw Him?"
Centuries passed and Zalshar noticed that only a few people on earth kept the "true spirit of Christmas." Bishop Nicholas (a.k.a., Santa Claus) was one. Another was St. Francis of Assisi who first placed a nativity scene in church (more Roman idols). Zalshar also fondly recalled Charles Dickens, author of those immortal words "Bah! Humbug!"-- opprobriously ascribed to the archetype of those who decline to celebrate the birthday of the Sun-God. A cursory mention of Handel - sans reference to his magnum opus or its Gospel message - and Zalshar continued his journey, disappointed that he had not found the "true sprit of Christmas." 

"Yet, I kept waiting for the time when the whole world would find the Prince of Peace."
As A.D. 2000 approached, Zalshar heard talk of a new advent that will come in time for the new millennium. He waited with eyes fixed on the horizon for the Star he once saw to appear again. Rejoicing at the prospect of a reappearance of the Star, the fourth Magus predicted: 

"Another spiritual procession will certainly begin before the year 2000."
Zalshar’s quest climaxed with his observance of an astronomical sign -- the watershed event which Jay Gary believes will commence another journey of modern Magi: 

"On the eve of the bimillennial, Zalshar, the fourth wise man, found himself gazing more each night into the heavens. Then one evening it suddenly appeared. Morning was just about to break when Jupiter and Saturn strolled together like two saffron flames merging into one. As Zalshar watched, a royal blue spark burst out of the darkness beneath. Jupiter emerged wearing a magnificent mantle of light. ‘This is the heavenly sign,’ Zalshar cried. ‘The morning Star is soon to arise in every heart. Another journey of the Magi must surely begin.’ Before embarking Zalshar lifted up his eyes to heaven and prayed, ‘Oh sovereign Lord, Father of Lights...’" 45. 
 

The New Improved Lucifer
Although The Star of 2000 is promoted and sold as a Christian book, Zalshar's prayer is not offered in the name of Jesus Christ, but is addressed to the "Father of Lights." It is noteworthy that David Spangler identifies Lucifer as the "Morning Star" and redefines his name of Light Bearer to mean the source of Enlightenment or Gnosis: 

"The light that reveals to us the presence of the Christ...comes from Lucifer. He is the light-giver, he is aptly named the Morning Star because it is his light that heralds for man the dawn of a great consciousness... He stands...as the Great Initiator, the one who hands the soul over to the Christ." 46.
The title "Morning Star," which rightfully belongs to Jesus Christ, appears to be much coveted by Lucifer whose evil character has been transformed in occult lore. A thoroughly metamorphosed Lucifer is found in H.P. Blavatsky's Theosophical Glossary: 

"Lucifer (Lat.). The planet Venus, as the bright ‘Morning Star.’ Before Milton, Lucifer had never been the name of the Devil. Quite the reverse, since the Christian Saviour is made to say of himself in Revelations (xvi.22) ‘I am. . .the bright morning star’ or Lucifer." 47.
One New Age book, Walking Between The Worlds, by Gregg Braden, likewise praises the selfless virtue of Lucifer as the force of darkness who elected to leave heaven and -- 

"…in perhaps one of the greatest acts of compassion ever witnessed in our ancient memory, willingly gave and continues to give of himself as our personal mirror of darkness because he loves us that much..." 48.
"Enough!," protests the Christian reaching for a Bible, "Surely this heresy is refuted by Scripture!" 

We think not . . . depending upon which version of the Bible is at hand. Mme. Blavatsky, who laid the doctrinal foundation for the modern New Age Movement, published her Theosophical Glossary in England in 1892, seven years after the release of the 1885 English Revised Version of the Old Testament. A significant revision found in the 1885 ERV (and the modern versions based upon it) is the removal of Lucifer’s name from Isaiah 14:12 and the substitution of "morning star" for "son of the morning." Thus revised, the subject of this profile becomes Jesus Christ, who is later identified in Rev. 22:16 as the "Morning Star." With this literary sleight of hand, Lucifer’s judgment is removed and the fallen archangel is given the very identity of Jesus Christ, who is merely "brought down to the grave." 

Isaiah 14:12,15
"How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou brought down to the ground, which did weaken the nations. For thou has said in thine heart... I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit." (KJV)
"How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! You said in your heart... I will make myself like the Most High. But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit." (NIV)
The removal of Lucifer's name from Isaiah 14:12 in modern versions also destroys the cross reference to Luke 10:18, in which verse Jesus identifies Satan as the former Lucifer: "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven." With Lucifer divorced from the person of Satan, heretics are at liberty to remodel Lucifer as a benevolent deity. II Peter 1:19 in modern translations completes the repackaging of Lucifer and encourages readers to wait for him "...until the day dawn and the morning star arise in your hearts." 

It is the case today that occult sources defend the reimaging of Lucifer on the basis of this mistranslation of Scripture, and support their position with the writings of Bible scholars and translators! Gregg Braden offers this scholarly rationalization: 

"...in the twelfth century A.D.... (there was) a well intentioned error in translation that Lucifer and Satan were treated as one and the same. Detailed by Andrew Collins in the book, Templar Legacy & Masonic Inheritance within Rosslyn Chapel, the error may have come from an interpretation of the Biblical book of Isaiah. ‘How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning.’ According to Collins, Biblical scholars are in agreement that this is a reference to the king of Babylon at the time, Nebuchadnezzar, known as ‘The Morning Star.’ Collins goes on to say that the term ‘Lucifer’ is believed to have been a name given both the king as well as the Morning Star, Venus..." 49.
We are not astonished that this New Age author, nor the author of the Templar Legacy & Masonic Inheritance, would conspire to transpose Lucifer and Jesus Christ. However, it is staggering to read the identical interpretation of Isaiah 14 in The NIV: The Making of a Contemporary Translation. This apology for the New International Version contains a chapter written by NIV editor, R. Laird Harris, which presents the view that Isaiah 14 does not describe Lucifer’s expulsion from heaven and descent into hell, but is totally concerned with Nebuchadnezzar and his interment. 50. The removal of Lucifer's name from Isaiah 14 in modern translations supports this interpretation. 

Conversely, the inclusion of Lucifer's name in Isaiah 14:12 of the King James Version allows the reader no such liberty of interpretation as to the object of God's wrath - the spiritual King of Babylon; and the word "hell" in verse 5 clearly identifies his place of judgment. One must deny the obvious to miss the point: The removal of Lucifer’s name from Isaiah 14:12 in the ERV and subsequent versions has left readers of modern translations without an effective defense and vulnerable to New Age reinterpretations of this fallen archangel. 
  

THE HEAVENLY SIGN
"Morning was just about to break when Jupiter and Saturn strolled together like two saffron flames merging into one. As Zalshar watched, a royal blue spark burst out of the darkness beneath. Jupiter emerged wearing a magnificent mantle of light. ‘This is the heavenly sign,’ Zalshar cried."-- Jay Gary
Rick Levine, astrologer and author of The Gift of the Magi, claims that the Star of Bethlehem was actually a conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in 7-6 B.C. in the zodiacal sign of Pisces. Mr. Levine also claims that it was this astronomical sign which inaugurated the Christian Age and validated the messianic credentials of Jesus Christ for this age. Levine further informs readers that, due to the earth’s wobble, the North Pole moves backward one zodiacal sign every 2,000 years creating what astronomers call the Precession of the Equinox. The next Jupiter/Saturn triple conjunction is scheduled to occur in May of A.D. 2000. Since this astronomical event will occur under the sign of Aquarius, Levine believes that, at this time, humanity will enter a new messianic age and be reborn as "Christ." 51. 

Astrologer Levine also describes the Jupiter/ Saturn alignment at daybreak (the very time at which Zalshar saw the "morning star") as the "heliacal rising of his star." According to his revolutionary exegesis of Matthew 2:2: 

"The original Aramaic text quotes the magi as saying they had seen ‘his star in heliacal rising.’ Heliacal rising means that it is the last star that is seen in the sky before the sun rises and makes other stars invisible in the brightness of daylight. This was a common observation technique for astrologers of those days." 52.
The predecessors of the Persian Magi were the Egyptian priests who worshipped the sun. Two Egyptologists who researched and wrote a book titled The Message Of The Sphinx: A Quest For The Hidden Legacy Of Mankind identify the heliacal rising of a star as the birth of Egyptian sun-god, Horus: 

"The Hieropolitan priests were high initiates in the mysteries of the heavens and their dominant preoccupation was the observation and recording of the various motions of the sun and the moon, planets and the stars.... The particular worship peculiar to Heliopolis [the earliest cult centre of the sun-god Re] was that of the stars. From the worship of the stars evolved the worship of Re in the form of ‘Horus-of-the-Horizon...the god rising in the east at dawn’...Pyramid Texts also specify the time of day at which the sky is to be observed - clearly dawn, since this was when the birth of the gods was said to have occurred.’" 53.
Osiris and Isis, the father and mother of Horus, had established their sacred Kingdom near the constellation of Orion and the star Sirius (Sothis) on the western side of the Milky Way. After a seventy-day period of invisibility, the day on which Sothis-Sirius was first seen rising with the sun at dawn was considered by the Egyptians to be the cosmic marker for the beginning of their New Year. The event of this particular star rising with the sun at dawn is referred to by astronomers as the "heliacal rising" of Sirius. 

In northern climates, where survival depended upon the change of seasons, the birth of the Sun-god was celebrated at the Winter Solstice, whereas life in the desert land of Egypt was wholly dependent upon the yearly overflowing of the Nile River at the summer solstice. During the Egyptian Pyramid Age, two corresponding events coincided with the heliacal rising of Sirius: The celestial event was the summer solstice and the terrestrial event was the flooding of the Nile or the "Great Inundation" upon which Egyptian civilization depended. At the heliacal rising of Sirius, Horus was born and set out to find his father Osiris in order to rouse him to awake (be reborn) and set himself in motion to bless the land with a rebirth of nature. Authors of The Message of the Sphinx, Graham Hancock and Robert Bauval, explain this astral phenomenon: 

"…the two fold funeral regions of Osiris are said to reelect eachother at the time of the heliacal rising of Sirius, the ‘star of Isis,’ the sister-wife of Osiris and mother of Horus-an astronomical event which we know coincided in the early Pyramid Age with the appearance of the rising sun at the summer solstice (known as the birth of ‘Re’). It was at this propitious moment that Horus-King set out on his quest for the regeneration of Egypt by participating in a grand rebirth ritual simultaneously as the ‘son of Osiris’ and the son of ‘Re.’ As the ‘son of Osiris’ he emerged from the womb of Isis, i.e. the day of the ‘Birth of Re.’" 54.
The Masonic author of Signs & Symbols of Primordial Man, Albert Churchward, calls this the Star of Annunciation: "Sothis, in its heliacal rising, was the Star of Annunciation, at the birth of Horus the Child." 55. According to Frances Yates, historian of The Rosicrucian Enlightenment, the sign which will inaugurate the transformation of the world will be observed just before dawn. 

"Howbeit we know that after a time there will now be a general reformation, both of divine and human things, according to our desire, and the expectation of others. For it is fitting, that before the rising of the sun, there should appear and break forth Aurora or some clearness, or divine light in the sky." 56.
The implications of Jay Gary's parable are clear: The fourth Magus has seen the Star of Annunciation and expects to witness the imminent revelation of "Christ." However, the term "Christ" is inclusive and the wise reader will be cautious to discern from context which Christ is presented. (Matthew 24:24) According to H.P. Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine, Horus is the Gnostic Christ 57. and a Masonic book, The Hiram Key, states: "...a passage from the Pyramid Texts shows that the new Horus was considered to be the morning star, where the new Osiris says... '...the Morning Star is my offspring.'" 58. 
  

Horus of the Horizon
If the multitude of deities and occult correspondences in the mystery religions seems hopelessly confusing, it is helpful to understand the hidden motive for devising this irrational system. Richard Rives states, "A Satanic mystery religion (is) designed to hide the true identity of the one being worshipped by way of multiple names." Rives corroborates his hypothesis with a reference to The Five Great Monarchies Of The Ancient World: 

"It may be perhaps suspected...that an esoteric doctrine...taught the real identity of the several gods and goddesses, who may have been understood by the better instructed to represent, not distinct and separate beings, but several phases of the divine nature. Ancient polytheism had, it may be surmised, to a great extent this origin, the various names and titles of the Supreme, which designated His different attributes or the different spheres of His operation, coming by degrees to be misunderstood, and to pass, first with the vulgar, and at last with all but the most enlightened, for the appellation of a number of gods." 59.
In other words, polytheistic religions are essentially monotheistic, whose adherents worship a supernatural being variously called the "Divine Nature," "the Supreme," "the One," "Deity," "the Universal Soul," "the Universal Spirit," "the Name" and other appellations. It is noteworthy that modern bible versions frequently substitute the terms "Divine Nature," "divine being," "Deity," for "the Godhead" - a reference to the Trinity. (See Romans 1:20, Acts 17:29, Col. 2:9) 

The Star of 2000 portrays a blazing star on its cover and title page. In the various orders of Freemasonry, a Blazing Star is observed during advanced initiations, an occult phenomenon which gives new meaning to Jay Gary's boast that the modern Magi in The Star of 2000 "have seen his Star." Nineteenth century Theosophical Society leader, Charles Leadbeater, stated in The Hidden Secrets of Masonry: 

"...the Blazing Star...was called the 'star of the dawn' or Morning Star'; and represented Horus of the resurrection, who was pictured as bearing it upon his head and as having given it to his followers." 60.
In Hidden Secrets of the Eastern Star, Dr. Cathy Burns documents sources such as Albert Pike, the Sovereign Pontiff of Universal Freemasonry in the late 1800's, which have identified the various gods represented by the Blazing Star: 

"Pike explains that the Blazing Star in our Lodges ...represents ...Sirius. Pike also calls this Dog Star Horus and Sothis. Other sources list this Star as Star of Isis, Star in the East, Star of the Annunciation ...Star of Hathor, Star of Horus, Nile Star, Morning Star ...Star of Set...Lucifer." 61.
However, in his "Instructions to the twenty-three Supreme Councils of the World" Pike disclosed the ultimate object of Masonic worship: "Yes Lucifer is God, and unfortunately Adonay is also god...Lucifer, God of Light and God of good is struggling for humanity against Adonay, the God of Darkness and Evil." 62. 

Which Christ are we to believe the fourth magus of Jay Gary's parable is anticipating as he observes in the heavens the Jupiter/Saturn conjunction at daybreak -- Jesus Christ or Horus of the Horizon? In Matthew 24:30, the Lord Jesus Christ foretold that a heavenly sign would precede the Second Coming and certain events which would attend His glorious return: 

"And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other."
There is no mourning on earth nor gathering of the elect in Zalshar’s fable. Rather, Zalshar prays to the "Father of Lights" for a global awakening -- 

"Let a temple to Christ be built so a new memorial might stand. Send forth your holy angels from the East to the West, to gather praises and tributes to present to Christ our best. As this happens in heaven, on earth may awakening come. As we celebrate the greatest Christmas ever may your will be done." 63.
It is doubtful that "holy" angels will be sent "from the East to the West," but rather demonic spirits who spread the Babylonian mysteries to Western culture. The sixth vial judgment of Revelation may refer to the Magi of Eastern mystery religions such as Freemasonry who will be unleashed on mankind for this purpose. "And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared." (Rev. 16:12) Benjamin Creme has divulged such a plan in The Reappearance of the Christ & The Masters of Wisdom: 

"Through the Masonic initiation and certain esoteric groups will come the process of initiation. In this coming age millions of people will take the first and second initiation through these transformed and purified institutions." 64.
Predictably, the endnote to "The Parable of the Fourth Wise Man" identifies the basis of Jay Gary’s fable as early apocryphal writings, i.e. the spurious Gnostic writings of Alexandria, Egypt, and other fictional and dubious sources: 

"The only mention of the Magi in Scripture comes from Matthew 2:1-16. The traditional number of three wise men has been inferred from the three gifts mentioned: gold, frankincense and myrrh. All the rest, including the names of Gaspar, Melchoir and Balthasar, derive from early apocryphal writings and stories written in the Middle Ages. The legend of a fourth king who started farther away than the others, missed the nativity in Bethlehem and wandered until Good Friday, has been told by Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933), in his classic, The Story Of The Other Wise Man. The parable in this prologue is my creation, inspired in part by Jim Bradford’s nativity play, Journey To The Light." 65.
The Gnostic School at Alexandria, Egypt, founded by Clement c. 190 A.D, produced the Apocrypha, the Septuagint and many other Greek manuscripts used to corrupt the Word of God and the early Church with Gnostic doctrine. 66. It is conceivable that Paul was speaking prophetically of the Alexandrian cult which gave rise to Gnosticism when he wrote to Timothy: 

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts, shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. II Tim. 4:3,4 
 

JUPITER
Through the fable of Zalshar, Jay Gary has cleverly conveyed to his readers (and Magi everywhere) that the advent of a false Christ and the dawning of the Morning Star in men’s hearts will be preceded by a special sign -- the alignment of Jupiter and Saturn in the heavens and the appearance of a royal blue spark after which Jupiter emerges wearing a magnificent mantle of light. Such would not be the sign prophesied in Matthew 24:30, but rather a portent of the false Christ. 

Jupiter is the fifth planet from the Sun and by far the largest -- more than twice as massive as all the other planets combined. On December 7, 1989, NASA launched an exploratory mission to Jupiter of the spacecraft Galileo. The craft, fueled by plutonium, arrived at Jupiter on December 7, 1995 and has been orbiting the planet’s atmosphere for the purpose of gathering information. It’s mission was slated to end in December of 1997, but was extended for two years as the Galileo Europa Mission (GEM). On the NASA Internet site were posted the following excerpts from reports related to the extension: 

"Originally scheduled to end its exploration on December 7, 1997, NASA and Congress have approved the extension of Galileo’s studies through the last day of 1999..." 67.
"On December 7, 1997, the Galileo spacecraft completes its two-year ‘Prime Mission’ study at Jupiter. At that point, we enter into a new phase, the Galileo Europa Mission (GEM), a tightly focussed, low-cost continuation of Galileo’s exploration of the Jovian system, scheduled to last through the end of 1999." 68.
The Galileo Europa Mission was subsequently extended to January 31, 2000 and into the year 2001 under another name, the Galileo Millennium Mission, during which time was planned further exploration of the Jovian system, including the edge of Jupiter with its Great Red Spot, and the four largest of Jupiter's 16 moons, known as the Galilean satellites -- Io, Europa, Ganymede and Callisto. 

"NASA Headquarters has agreed in principle to extend the Galileo mission past its planned January 31 finale. Details of funding and itinerary for the new extended mission, to be called the Galileo Millennium Mission, must still be resolved. A Europa encounter took place January 3, 2000, and is technically still part of the current, extended Galileo Europa Mission. Another Io flyby is planned for February 20, with flybys of Ganymede on May 20 and December 28, and joint observations of Jupiter with the Cassini spacecraft in December 2000.
"Galileo engineers like to say that the spacecraft has already lived 'well past its warranty', surviving radiation exposure more than twice the level it was designed to withstand. Although the radiation has created some problems with spacecraft instruments, Galileo is still functioning well. There's no way to predict how long the spacecraft will remain healthy, but as long as it does, it provides valuable opportunities for exploration. In addition, it will serve as a flying testbed of how electronic parts really survive through high radiation exposure over long periods."
Prior to the Galileo’s launch, anti-nuclear organizations protested the mission, expressing concern that the deadly plutonium on board was potentially dangerous to Planet Earth. The official NASA web site merely reported: "As the launch of Galileo neared, anti-nuclear groups, concerned over what they perceived as risks to the public safety from Galileo’s RTGs, sought a court injunction prohibiting Galileo’s launch." 

Among the FAQ’s were: "What will Galileo do (or where will it go) after the next two year mission is over? Will its power run out at that point?" NASA's response: 

"Maybe some excellent scientific ideas can be planned for Galileo at the end of 1998! Eventually, Galileo will run out of propellant, or electronics on board the spacecraft will stop functioning because of damage from the high radiation around Jupiter...but Galileo will continue to orbit Jupiter for a very long time after the mission ends. Eventually, sometime between several hundred to a thousand years in the future (these things are very hard to predict), Galileo will suffer one of the following fates: 1. The spacecraft will impact one of Jupiter’s satellites (most likely) 2. The spacecraft will impact Jupiter (less likely) 3. The spacecraft will escape Jupiter and go into solar orbit (much less likely)." 69. (Italics added)
William Cooper, the author of Behold a Pale Horse, maintained that option #2 would occur in December of 1999. A former U.S. Naval intelligence officer, Cooper also stated that, upon impact of Jupiter, the plutonium (RTGs) on Galileo would produce an atomic explosion resulting in the birth of a new star: 

"The spacecraft called Galileo is on its way to Jupiter, a baby star with a gaseous makeup exactly the same as the sun, with the load of 49.7 pounds of plutonium, supposedly being used as batteries to power the craft. When its final orbit decays in December, 1999, Galileo will deliver its payload into the center of Jupiter. The unbelievable pressure that will be encountered will cause a reaction exactly as occurs when an atomic bomb is exploded by an implosion detonator...lighting the hydrogen and helium atmosphere of Jupiter and resulting in the birth of the star that has already been named Lucifer. The world will interpret it as a sign of tremendous religious significance. It will fulfill prophecy." 70.
Although Cooper's prediction did not come true in 1999, NASA claimed in 1999 that "Galileo will continue to orbit Jupiter for a very long time after the mission ends" and in 2000, "Galileo is still functioning well. There's no way to predict how long the spacecraft will remain healthy, but as long as it does, it provides valuable opportunities for exploration." The indefinite extension of Galileo's mission leaves open the possibility of its impacting Jupiter or one of its satellites at a later date. 

Some critics have objected to William Cooper's prognostication of a baby star forming as an impossibility, given that Jupiter has only a fraction of the mass needed to collapse upon itself, and so compress the hydrogen atoms to a point where fusion reactions can begin. However, this does not rule out the possibility of a nuclear explosion occurring on Jupiter which would be observable from planet Earth. According to one scientific opinion presented in the Millennium Weekend Discussion Group: 

"Plutonium is the core of hydrogen bombs, which produce light and heat by nuclear fusion created by implosion of the core. This same reaction could be created by causing the Galileo craft to plunge into Jupiter, creating an implosion/fusion detonation due to the rapid increase in pressure on the plutonium. Remember that a nuclear chain reaction does not require oxygen as a catalyst. Rather, what we are dealing with is the conversion of mass into energy as in any other nuclear reaction. This is the famous Einsteinian equation E=MC2 (energy = mass times the speed of light squared) which basically means that if a quantity of mass is accelerated rapidly enough, almost pure energy in the form of light and heat will be produced. Although Jupiter, which is 90% hydrogen, does not have the mass to become a star, the resulting release of energy in the form of light and heat would be greater than the combined simultaneous detention of all nuclear weapons now in existence on earth. Quite a spectacle. Is it possible? It certainly is."

  

Cosmic Christmas 
  

Part II: Saturn
On October 14th of 1997, NASA launched the spacecraft Cassini, which is scheduled to arrive at Saturn in 2004 A.D. Cassini was launched toward Venus and will fly by Venus twice, the Earth once in August 1999 and then be on its way to Saturn, flying by Jupiter in December 2000. Passing by these planets provides a ‘gravity assist’- an aeronautical term which is explained by NASA: 

"The Cassini spacecraft is initially actually launched inward toward Venus rather than Saturn. After examining literally thousands of different possible paths, the mission designers came up with an outstanding trajectory, consisting of two Venus flybys, a flyby of Earth and one of Jupiter. Only after these four ‘gravity assists’ is the spacecraft finally able to reach Saturn. It has ‘stolen’ speed from the other planets by using their gravitational fields...The Cassini primary mission is scheduled for launch in October 1997 using the Titan IV/Centaur, with an Upgraded Solid Rocket Motor (SRMU). The Venus-Venus-Earth-Jupiter Gravity Assist (VVEJGA) trajectory compensates for the necessary energy to reach Saturn, requiring a deterministic or Deep Space Maneuver (DSM). This maneuver will be executed after the first Venus flyby (April 1998) to lower perihelion (the closest point with respect to the Sun) and place the spacecraft on the proper course to encounter Venus for a second time in June 1999." 71.
Prior to the October 15 launching, anti-nuclear organizations demonstrated against Cassini, alarmed that the craft will enter the Earth’s atmosphere in 1999 spreading deadly plutonium. The Detroit Daily News carried the following report the day after launch: 

"Cassini is powered by 72 pounds of extremely poisonous plutonium, the most ever flown in space. It is also the biggest, most complex inter-planetary probe and the most expensive too - $34 billion for the whole mission...
"Cassini’s mission won’t begin, scientifically, until the spacecraft and its 18 instruments reach Saturn in July 2004. The route is roundabout: The first stop, so to speak, is Venus in 1998 and again in 1999 to use the planet’s gravity like a slingshot to speed Cassini on its way. The spacecraft will sweep within 500 miles of Earth in 1999 - a prospect that terrifies Cassini opponents more than the launch did - and by Jupiter in 2000.
"NASA said there is a less than 1-in-1 million chance that the probe will enter Earth’s atmosphere in 1999 and spread plutonium. "Opponents said they would continue their fight. NASA plans to use plutonium - though less of it - on its smaller interplanetary missions. ‘It’s a bigger picture than even just Cassini. This is just the icebreaker,’ said Carol Mosley of the Florida Coalition for Peace and Justice, which failed in a court attempt to stop Cassini." 72.
The probability factor for a catastrophe is high, posits Dr. Michio Kaku, who foresees large casualty figures should Cassini enter the earth’s atmosphere. 

"The Cassini probe will be whipping around the earth at around 40,000 miles per hour, significantly faster than the escape velocity of the earth (25,000 miles per hour) and faster than many meteorites. If there is even the tiniest miscalculation of the trajectory, the Cassini may burn up in the atmosphere and spray a significant portion of land area with plutonium. There is ample experimental evidence that space probes, without heat shields, will vaporize upon re-entry. However, (NASA’s Final Environmental Impact Statement) again takes a low estimate of plutonium release... Assuming NASA’s own computer models and methodology, one can easily show that casualty figures from Cassini can be 200,000 or more. One does not have to make outlandish assumptions to come up with huge casualty figures." 73. 
 

Remote Viewers
There is substantial evidence of collaboration between the National Aeronautics and Space Administration and psychical research, specifically individuals the scientific community euphemistically calls "remote viewers." Authors of The Message of the Sphinx have documented NASA’s interest over the years in the exploration of the Egyptian pyramids and the Great Sphinx wherein is believed to exist the Hall of Records, a mysterious inner chamber which contains the history of an ancient civilization that was destroyed by a great flood. Hancock and Bauval cite the Edgar Cayce Foundation as the moneyed interest that funded the project: 

"Headquartered in Virginia Beach in the United States . . . the A.R.E. [Association for Research and Enlightenment] is a multimillion dollar organization that exists to promulgate the teachings and prophecies of the American psychic Edgar Cayce, who died in 1945. Prominent amongst Cayce’s pronouncements were many statements... to the effect that the Sphinx had been built in 10,500 BC by the survivors of Atlantis who had concealed beneath it a ‘Hall of Records’ containing all the wisdom of their lost civilization and the true history of the human race. Cayce prophesied that this Hall of Records would be rediscovered and opened between 1996 and 1998. He connected the opening to the second coming of Christ and asserted that the contents of the Hall would not be shared with the general public until many years after it had first been entered by ‘three who would make of the perfect way of life.’" 74.
In 1973, the Edgar Cayce Foundation funded the Stanford Research Institute (which has an annual budget of over $300 million from the U.S. Government) to excavate the Great Egyptian Sphinx. Then, in 1977, the U.S. National Science Foundation funded a similar project at the Pyramid at Giza which involved the SRI. Within this company of strange bedfellows may be found employees and consultants with NASA: 

"In our research we have stumbled across a tangled web of clues, connections and overlap-ping interests appearing to suggest that American scientists with links to NASA may have quietly involved themselves, since at least the 1970’s, in covert ‘expeditions’ to unveil the secrets of the great pyramids and the Great Sphinx of Giza..." 75.
During the 1970’s, the NASA Mariner 9 and Viking 1 missions were undertaken to probe pyramid structures on Mars in an effort to prove that they were a great cosmic blueprint to the Giza pyramids in Egypt. More direct involvement by NASA in the pyramid project at Giza followed these space missions which occurred from 1971 through 1976: 

"Back in Egypt in 1977, a year after the Viking images had first reached the Earth, Mark Lehner [A.R.E.’s ‘man’ at Giza] made contact with NASA’s Dr. Lambert T. Dolphin, leader of the Stanford Research Institute project at the Sphinx ...Later in 1977 Lambert Dolphin traveled to Virginia Beach to negotiate funding from the Edgar Cayce organization for a proposed new SRI project at Giza... In (1983) ‘The Independent Mars Project’ was set up in the United States by Richard Hoagland, a former NASA consultant, and Lambert Dolphin…
"In March 1996...the Egyptian scientist Farouk El Baz (whose name...translates into ancient Egyptian as Horus) had been chosen to lead a team to open the secret door inside the Great Pyramid at the end of the southern shaft of the Queen’s Chamber. The reader will recall that Amtex, the Canadian company participating in the project, claim to be ‘working with Spar Aerospace’ to devise a tool to open or ‘go straight through’ the door. Spar Aerospace are better known for manufacturing hydraulic arms used in NASA Space Shuttles . . . Dr El Baz, a graduate of Cairo’s Ain Shams University, is a NASA consultant. He has been involved for many years with studies of geological formations on the Moon and on Mars and he is a one-time personal friend of astronauts Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong. It was El Baz, nicknamed King by his NASA colleagues, who in 1969 chose the spot for the Apollo 11 Moon landing. El Baz is the founder of Centre of Remote Sensing at Boston University and presently serves as its Director.
"Also in March 1996 the EAO [Egyptian Antiquities Organization] granted a one-year renewable license for the project at the Sphinx...It was reported to us that team members had consulted with [NASA researcher] Dr. James Hurtak and [NASA consultant] Richard Hoagland in August 1996." (Parenthesis in original) 76.
Of special interest, Lambert Dolphin -- head of the SRI project at the Sphinx and the Mars Project who negotiated funding with the Edgar Cayce Foundation -- has a web site that is linked with David di Sabatino's History of the Jesus Movement, a book dedicated to Lonnie Frisbee, the hippie who in the late 60's became Youth Pastor of Chuck Smith's Calvary Chapel. 77. Lonnie Frisbee possessed a spiritual power similar to that experienced in the Toronto/Pensacola revivals and is credited, through his influence and affiliation with Smith and later John Wimber, with giving birth to the Calvary Chapel and Vineyard Movements. 

Lambert Dolphin was also one of the Jesus People and his Web Library would appear at first glance to be a Christian web site. On a page titled "Remote Viewing, Channeling, ESP -- and the Power of God," Dolphin acknowledges a "wonderful and challenging career spanning some 30 years with a large and prestigious West Coast think tank. [SRI] Our projects at the lab were often multi-disciplinary and the climate was one where all sorts of diverse ideas could be exchanged freely. Our projects ranged over the broadest possible range." 78. 

Although he mentions the government's involvement with remote viewers for espionage, Lambert Dolphin does not disclose that in 1977 he traveled to Virginia Beach to negotiate funding from the Edgar Cayce organization for the SRI project at Giza ~ nor that in 1983 he helped to set up the Independent Mars Project’ as consultant to NASA and leader of the SRI project at the Sphinx. We refer the reader to Lambert Dolphin & The Great Sphinx for details of this Christian minister's connections with the Edgar Cayce Foundation and the Masonic Egyptologists. 

There is yet another disturbing piece of evidence inculpating NASA with occult organizations. In the 1996 edition of Who's Who In America will be found the following entry: "Christian Frederick Kleinknecht, Grand Secretary-General, Supreme Council 33, Washington, D.C., now Grand Secretary-General." 

This Supreme Pontiff of the Masonic Orders is also the brother of Kenneth Samuel Kleinknecht, also a Mason who, although presently retired, has since 1959 held top positions within NASA. Among these prestigious positions are listed in Who's Who: Manager of the following: Mercury Project, the Gemini Program, the Command and Service Modules and Flight Ops at Johnson Space Center in Houston, the Sky-Lab Project, the Laser Project-Zenith Star Project, the Constrn. Space Shuttle Orbiter; and Assistant Manager of the Orbiter Project, Houston. 79. 

Was Edgar Cayce a Freemason? In the 1997 A.R.E. publication 'The Lost Memoirs of Edgar Cayce' edited by Robert Smith, we read on page 56 that Edgar quit school at the age of 22 (one has to be at least 21 to join the Masons) to join his father Leslie in peddling insurance for the Fraternal Insurance Co. to other Freemasons around the state of Kentucky. Employees of this company were required to be Freemasons. It was also at this time that Cayce and his father opened several Masonic Lodges in the area to facilitate insurance sales, among other things. The following quote of Cayce's is to be found on page 159 of Lytle W. Robinson's 1979 book, Is It True What They Say About Edgar Cayce: 

"...with the changes that will be wrought, true Americanism, the universal thought that is expressed and manifested in the brotherhood of man, as in the Masonic Order, will be the eventual rule in the settlement of affairs in the world." 80.
These connections at the very highest levels of NASA, Freemasonry and the Edgar Cayce Foundation make it difficult to resist the suspicion that the present missions to Jupiter and Saturn involve may involve more than legitimate scientific exploration. Neither is there assurance forthcoming that the Edgar Cayce Foundation is not financing the fulfillment of the visionary's prophecies through NASA. Is it possible that the present Galileo Europa Mission is gathering information from Jupiter's moons like the Mariner 9 and Viking 1 missions undertaken to probe pyramid structures on Mars to prove some cosmic blueprint to the Giza pyramids in Egypt? The following recent status report on GEM may not tell the whole story: 

"NASA's Galileo spacecraft has been transmitting to Earth this past week pictures and other science information gathered during the Dec. 16, 1997 flyby of Jupiter's icy moon, Europa. The information, which had been stored on the spacecraft's onboard tape recorder, includes fields and particles observations of the interaction between Europa and Jupiter's magnetic and electric field environment. Also included are pictures and observations of Europa's wedged regions and hot regions. Important observations of surface changes on the volcanic moon Io will help later on in the Galileo Europa Mission, when one or two close Io flybys are planned. Next week, Galileo will transmit science information and pictures of Europa's regions of fretted shapes and regions of dark lines, as well as images of the Gilgamesh region on another Jovian moon, Ganymede." 81.
The current president of the A.R.E. and Edgar Cayce Foundation is Cayce's grandson, Charles T. Cayce. According to Hancock and Bauval, these organizations have carried on various initiatives at the Giza pyramid for the past two decades. Charles Cayce has expressed his conviction that "the truth about Giza was going to emerge and the 'Hall of Records' was going to be discovered, just as Edgar Cayce had prophesied." 82. 

Hancock and Bauval also state that, in March 1996, the Egyptian Antiquities Organization granted a one-year renewable license for the project at the Sphinx and that team members consulted with former NASA consultant, Dr. James Hurtak, and SRI consultant, Richard Hoagland -- the men with whom Lambert Dolphin worked on the Independent Mars Project. In 1985, the Edgar Cayce Foundation and A.R.E. magazine, "Venture Inward," revealed the primary agency created to fulfill Edgar Cayce's prophecy concerning the second coming of Christ: 

"There has been one systematic search, a sort of direct shot at finding the Hall of Records, when the Edgar Cayce Foundation funded SRI International..." 83.
Planetary Spirits
As the fourth wise man of Jay Gary's parable observed the heavens, according to the ancient custom of magi, he witnessed a rare astronomical sign -- the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn. To disciples of the ancient mystery religions, each planet is governed by a planetary spirit. The concept of a personal God who is the Creator and Ruler of all is held in contempt and a hierarchy of planetary gods thought to rule the solar system. H.P. Blavatsky wrote of these spirits in her Theosophical Glossary: 

"As our earth has its hierarchy of terrestrial planetary spirits, so has every other heavenly body. The highest planetary spirit ruling over any globe is in reality the ‘Personal God’ of that planet and far more truly its ‘over-ruling providence' than the self-congratulatory Infinite Personal Deity of modern Churchianity." 84.
Michael Howard, author of The Occult Conspiracy states that in classical Greek and Roman mythology, the planets were thought to be heavenly representations of the gods after whom they were named: 

"...the Gnostics derived some of their lore from the stellar religion practiced by the Chaldean astrologers. They adopted the seven planetary spirits or gods... represented by the classical gods of Roman and Greek mythology -- Mercury (Hermes), Venus (Aphrodite), Mars (Aries), Jupiter (Zeus), Saturn (Chronos), Sol and Luna. 85.
When author/astrologer Rick Levine explained that a conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in 7-6 B.C. in the zodiacal sign of Pisces "created" the Star of Bethlehem, he wrote in terms of the "signature of the King's Star" (Jupiter) and "the star of final authority" (Saturn), as though these planets possessed governing providences or gods: 

"The greatest planetary rhythm that was observable to the ancient astronomer- priest was the rhythm of the Jupiter/Saturn conjunction... The Jupiter/Saturn conjunction...actually jumps from astrological sign to sign with great regularity... It is the combination of astrologically rare events that created the Star of Bethlehem.
"There is much evidence to suggest that what we call the Star of David was an alignment of the giant planets Jupiter and Saturn. In ancient Jewish tradition, Jupiter was the planet called the ‘King’s Star.’ Even later in Greek mythology, Jupiter, or Jove, was the King of the Gods. Every 20 years, when the King’s Star lined up with Saturn, the star of final authority, the ancient Jews called this the Star of David." 86.
The Star of David is not a Jewish symbol, but an Egyptian symbol which Israel adopted in the wilderness during the first apostasy. (Acts 7:37-43; Amos 5:26) O.J. Graham wrote in The Six Pointed Star: "The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia declares that the six-pointed star...according to the Rosicrucians...was known to the ancient Egyptians." Dr. Albert Churchward identified the six-pointed star as the symbol of Horus in Signs & Symbols of Primordial Man: 

"In the Astro-Mythology of the Egyptians, we find belief in the first man-god (Horus I)...and his death and resurrection as Amsu...This was the first sign or hieroglyphic of Amsu...Amsu - the risen Horus - the first man-god risen in spiritual form." 87.
It becomes apparent that, like the Lubavitch Movement, Rick Levine has derived his theology from the Kabalah, the primary source book of Jewish mysticism which is an extension of the Babylonian mysteries. Nowhere is the Star of David found in the orthodox Hebrew Scriptures, except as a pagan symbol, nor do the prophets foretell its appearance at the birth of the Messiah. Mr. Levine acknowledges that the Messiah must be born of the lineage of David, however he chooses to ignore the vast number of other Messianic prophecies which were fulfilled at the birth of Jesus Christ. Rather he claims that an occult symbol and an astrological sign were used to validate the credentials of "the Christ" in the "age of Pisces." 

"Christ is a Greek word for king. A king was one who was literally born under the cosmic signature of the King’s Star. Jesus, as we know, was born in the lineage of the House of David. But to be born in the lineage of David didn’t only mean that you had parents in that lineage. It also meant that you were born under the Star of David, which occurred when Jupiter, the King ’s Star, aligned with Saturn...there was, in fact, a triple conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, in the sign of Pisces, in the years 7-6 BC." 88.
This New Age author then informs readers that, just as Jesus was the man chosen to be Christ for the age of Pisces, mankind is about to enter a new astrological sign which will inaugurate a new age. Due to the Precession of the Equinox, the next Jupiter/Saturn triple conjunction will take place in the sign of Aquarius in May of A.D. 2000, at which time Mr. Levine believes many will be reborn as "Christ." Note Levine's misrepresentation of the Lord's Prayer to justify the Masonic axiom "as above, so below." (Luke 11:2 states: "Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.") 

"For the last couple of thousand years, the North Pole of the Earth has been pointing to that area in the sky we call Pisces. This means that, astrologically, we have been in the Age of Pisces, or the Age of the Fish! Note the connections between the fish and Christianity. Christ was a fisher among men. The vesica Pisces, the vessel of the soul, became a symbol for the church. Fish represents the apparent multiplicity, and in the Age of the Fish, it was reserved for the religious mystic to see how all the individual fishes are, in truth, one.
"In these times, we have talk now of another new age, The Age of Aquarius. Because the equinox slips backwards, it goes from Pisces to Aquarius, rather than Aries. It is the resonance between the changing of the ages two thousand years ago, and the changing of the ages in modern times that captures our attention as this story unfolds...
"The story of the Star of Bethlehem tells us that cosmic alignments herald earthly events. The Lord’s Prayer tells us that "it is done on earth as it is in heaven." The words are clear even if we, in our scientific mindset, shirk from the true meaning. Ancient prophecy was often astrological.
"What will the stars of the late 20th Century mean to the big historical picture? What will these times bring? The Christmas Star brings us an answer, or at least a perspective. Even if we were alive during the ministry of Jesus and were personally touched by his spiritual magic, we could not, in our wildest imagination, have predicted what was to follow. By the same token, even if we accept that these are times of great proportion, and that we are at the edge of a new world, we cannot know what is around the bend of history." 89. 
 

Times and Laws
As previously noted, in classical mythology Jupiter is thought to be Zeus, King of the gods, and Saturn is Chronos, the god of Time. The reference to Jupiter as Zeus correlates with astrologer Rick Levine’s identification of this planet as the King Star, Zeus being the king of the gods. Levine calls Saturn "the star of final authority," a title which has in it the element of time and the end of an age. However, H.P. Blavatsky and Michael Howard more precisely identify Saturn as Kronos, "The God of Boundless Time and of the Cycles." 

We have seen that there is a plan afoot to change the laws of mankind, replacing the commandments of all religions with the seven Noahide Laws. The planetary spirit that would be evoked to enforce these laws would naturally be Zeus, the king of gods, who represents the planet Jupiter, the King Star. There is, in fact, an abrupt transition to a new system of laws prophesied in Daniel 7:25, which verse also foretells a change of the times under the rule of Antichrist. 

And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws...
Saturn or Chronos, the god of Time and Cycles will be in charge of the administration of the New Age under a new calendar. The opportune time for this transition would logically be the true beginning of the new millennium which, according to the Greenwich 2000: Millennium website, "officially starts on 1 January 2001 (there was no year 0)." 90. 

The motto of 33rd degree Freemasonry is "ordo ab chao," which transliterated means that a new social order will come about through the destruction of the old order. The planetary god of Saturn is characterized in astrology as one that brings suffering. Vera Alder stated as much in her book, The Initiation of the World: 

"Pain and pressure are born upon this planet ...from the planet Saturn." 91.
According to the Masonic principle "Ordo ab Chao," Saturn or Chronos will produce massive upheaval of the old order and Jupiter, the King Star or Zeus, will restore social order under a new system of law. In The Illuminati Formula, Fritz Springmeier amplifies Alder’s model of Saturnian severity as the cosmic force, which will merge with Jupiter to create the Golden Age of Saturn: 

"...the religion of Saturn is Saturnian gnosis - which turns out to be a rehash of the gnosticism that the high level Satanists believe in. Saturn is severe. Jupiter is mild. The merging of Saturn (severity) with Jupiter is the creation of the new Golden Age -- according to high level Satanic hierarchy teachings." 92.
According to the schedule of bimillennial events, the Christmas celebrations will commence with a reenactment of the Journey of the Magi, leaving Iraq on September 1, 2000 and arriving in Bethlehem on December 24, 2000. 93. The month of December will be devoted to global Christmas celebrations as the modern Magi arrive in Bethlehem bearing "treasures" of a lost civilization. Perhaps the Noahide Laws will replace the Ten Commandments and the U.N. will officially assume its position as a world government as of January 1, 2001. 
  

The Archangels
Dr. John Billingham of NASA’s Ames Research Center stated "We have reached the time when we know we can talk to each other across the distances between the stars." Expectations are high in the scientific community that a message from across the universe is imminent. Hancock and Bauval report: 

"The only scientists actively working on [decoding such a message] today are those involved in the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence - SETI for short. They endlessly sweep the heavens for messages from distant civilizations and they have therefore naturally had to give some thought to what might happen if they ever did identify such a message." 94.
As might be suspected, the SETI web site has numerous links to NASA. 95. Alice Bailey predicted such an encounter in The Externalisaton of the Hierarchy: 

"Exoterically speaking, a point of contact, a moment of 'spiritual intercourse,' is imminent, and out of that moment a new world can be born." 96.
In esoteric teaching, the planetary gods meet in councils to rule the universe and intermittently intervene in the affairs of earth in order to assist man in his progress toward the evolved state. However, author of The Occult Conspiracy, Michael Howard wrote that the planetary gods are also transformed into archangels: 

"...the Gnostics derived some of their lore from the stellar religion practiced by the Chaldean astrologers. They adopted the seven planetary spirits or gods...represented by the classical gods of Roman and Greek mythology -- Mercury (Hermes), Venus (Aphrodite), Mars (Aries), Jupiter (Zeus), Saturn (Chronos), Sol and Luna. In Gnostic belief these gods were transformed into archangels who became the central focus of medieval magic and Hermetic tradition." 97.
Concurrent with widespread interest in ETs, there is in Evangelical as well as New Age circles a plethora of books on the subject of angels. New Agers contend that the true origins of Christianity have been suppressed, however this error will be corrected when the true Christians (the Gnostics) restore the records and customs of ancient mysticism. To this end, New Age books have also been forthcoming purporting to set the record straight on the events of the life Jesus Christ. It was only a matter of time until a revisionist account of the Incarnation would be made available in Christian bookstores. 

Max Lucado is Vice President of the Promise Keepers Organization and a popular Evangelical author. In 1997, Lucado wrote Cosmic Christmas, a short novel which reimagines the events that occurred prior to and including the nativity of Jesus Christ. There is a disclaimer in the Afterward of Cosmic Christmas to the effect that many elements of Lucado’s narrative are imaginary and not found in Scripture. As points of fundamental doctrine, however, at least a few are seriously heretical and have no place in a Christian book. 

The spotlight in Cosmic Christmas is on the Archangel Gabriel, who is sent by God on a mission to announce to Mary her election to receive the Seed of God. Lucado's novel portrays God as "the Light" who sends the "treasure" of his "essence" to earth. This "essence" or "Seed" -- designated "it" -- "will become" the Son of God. Carefully note in the following excerpt from Cosmic Christmas Gabriel’s words that "the fruit of the Seed," rather than the Seed, is the Son of God. 

"I entered the circle of unceasing Light... I lifted my eyes to see a necklace - a clear vial on a golden chain - dangling from (God’s) extended hand... Handing me the necklace, He explained, ‘This vial will contain the essence of Myself; a Seed to be placed in the womb of a young girl... The fruit of the Seed is the Son of God. Take it to her... He draped the chain around my neck. Amazingly, the vial was no longer empty. It glowed with Light. Jesus. Tell her to call my son Jesus..." 98.
Privy to this conversation is Satan, to whom God offers forgiveness if he will only repent. Max Lucado presents the following outrageous scene as the Archangel Gabriel watches on: 

"From the circle of Light came His extended hand. From His throne came an honest invitation. ‘Will you surrender? Will you return to me?’ I do not know the thoughts of Satan. But I believe that for a fleeting second the evil heart softened..." 99.
An important Gnostic doctrine is the ultimate salvation of Lucifer. In the Afterward, Lucado does not decisively state that Lucifer can never be saved, but rather equivocates, leaving room for the remote possibility: 

"Finally, the Bible tells no story of a throne room encounter where Lucifer is offered a second chance. But the Bible does contain page after page showing God giving grace to the scalawags and turncoats of the world. He seems more willing to give grace than we are to seek it. Such divine love leaves me to wonder one thing more: if the old snake himself sought mercy, wouldn’t he too, find it where millions have - at the foot of the cross of Christ?" 100.
As previously noted in this report, the removal of Lucifer’s judgment in Isaiah 14 leaves room for innumerable heresies, including his ultimate salvation. This aberrant doctrine was proposed, c. 250 A.D., by Clement and Origen of the Gnostic cult of Alexandria, Egypt. Although they are promoted in our day as "Church Fathers," these heretics produced copies of the Scriptures which were corrupted with Gnostic doctrine. Clement of Alexandria's false gospel is also found in his Homilies: 

"After a preliminary examination of all possible different attempts at a solution of the problem of evil, the attempt is here made to represent the devil as an instrument of God. Christ and the devil are the two hands of God, Christ the right hand, and the devil the left, the devil having power over this world-epoch and Christ over the next. The devil here assumes very much the characteristics of the punishing and just God of the Old Testament, and the prospect is even held out of his ultimate pardon." 101.
In Cosmic Christmas, Max Lucado continues his subtle departure from Scripture with an allusion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary: (Note also a New Age analogy comparing angels to "stars.") 

"One final time I faced the Light. We turned and plunged into the heavenlies. On a wave of His Light we flew... We flew as a torrent of stars through the universe... On a wave of worship I flew, this time alone. I circled through the clouds and over the ground... I knew her in an instant. Her heart had no shadow. Her soul was as pure as any I’ve seen... Her heart is so flawless, so willing..." 102.
The angels and archangels occupy center stage of Cosmic Christmas, overshadowing and preempting the second and third Persons of the Godhead. In fact, Jesus Christ is nowhere seen in the heavenly courts of this pseudo-Christian book, although Scripture declares His eternal pre-existence: 

For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven and that are on the earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all thing were created by him, and for him. And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. Col. 1:16, 17
In Max Lucado's imaginary tale, the "the Light" disappears from the vial that has been entrusted to Gabriel, and presently impregnates Mary with "the essence" which will be called the Son of God. In the final analysis, Cosmic Christmas has reduced the Lord Jesus Christ to a "divine spark" which is implanted in a worthy human being: 

"Mary...You will become pregnant and give birth to a son and call His name Jesus. He will be great. He will be called the Son of the Highest. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; He will rule Jacob’s house forever - no end, ever, to His kingdom...
"I continued, 'The Holy Spirit will come upon you, the power of the highest hover over you; therefore the child you bring to birth will be called Holy, Son of God...
"‘I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve. Let it be with me just as you say.’ As she spoke, a Light appeared in her womb. I glanced at the vial. It was empty." 103.
Evangelical leader, Max Lucado has portrayed in story form the Gnostic principle that human beings are, through their own merits, incipient vessels of the divine essence. Jay Gary would agree. From his Bimillennial Report we read: 

"We must recover the simple idea that the spark of eternity has been placed within each human being. We must fan this flame, this tiny spark within each person - and insure that no government, not group, or no authority is allowed to smother or snuff out this sacred flame." 104.
The Annunciation scene from Max Lucado's Cosmic Christmas bears an eerie resemblance to a similar portion of New Age book titled Messiah & The Second Coming. However, as members of the Coptic Order belonging to the Spiritual Unity of Nations (S.U.N.), John Davis and Naomi Rice are at liberty to present a more blatantly heretical account: 

"(Mary) was considered by the elders and priests to have the most flawless character of all women in the temple. At the age of fourteen, Gabriel was sent to Mary's bed chamber. He stood outside her chamber door and poured his radiant light into her chamber. When she saw this great light she became afraid and he backed away. The procedure was repeated three times. On the third time, Gabriel spoke to her and assured her that she need not be afraid. He told Mary who he was and that he had been sent to inform her that she had been chosen among all women to bear the body of the new Messiah and to protect and raise the child with great care.
"The Holy Spirit then entered into Mary through her air pipe in her throat, and there the seed thought of the baby Messiah initially took shape. As she held this immaculate concept within her mind and heart, the fetus of Jesus began to take shape in her womb." 105.
Notice that in Cosmic Christmas and the New Age book, the archangel is the agent who brings "the Light" to Mary. In Holy Scripture, Gabriel's mission is to simply announce to Mary that she has been chosen to bear the Son of God, the incarnation being the work of the Holy Spirit alone and that moment is never recorded in Scripture. The authors of Messiah & The Second Coming have developed the concept of the fruit of the Seed to its Gnostic conclusion: 

"...the seed thought of the baby Messiah initially took shape... As she held this immaculate concept within her mind and heart, the fetus of Jesus began to take shape in her womb."
The Council of Nicea was held in 325 A.D. to counter various systems of Gnosticism, a 2nd-century dualistic religion which denied that Christ had had a completely human life; He was said by some Gnostics to have passed through the body of Mary as light passes through a window. As noted earlier, Gnostics believe that the world of matter in which the human soul is imprisoned is evil and that man's spirit is meant to partake in the divine nature of the Universal Spirit. "Gnosis" is the perception by man that he contains a spark of God and the realization of his need to awaken from his inferior mode of physical existence to a full consciousness of his divinity, which has become ensnared in matter. 

Alchemy is the esoteric philosophy which seeks to release the soul via the ascendancy of spirit over matter. The four elements of ancient cosmology are earth, air, fire and water. In alchemy, a fifth essence is believed to enhance these material elements. The four elements and the quintessence which elevates them to a higher plane have been elucidated by Hans Biederman in A Dictionary Of Symbolism: Cultural Icons And The Meanings Behind Them: 

"The alchemists’ spiritual focus on essence, rather than matter, was supposed to increase the proportion of the fifth essence in the make-up of the entire world. The quintessence was thought to be present within each of the four elements as its sublime creature: in the water as the dolphin, in fire as the phoenix, in the air as the eagle and on earth as the human race. At the same time, the quintessence was believed to envelop and extend beyond each of the others. The graphic symbol corresponding to the quintessence is the pentacle." 106.
The pentacle is also the logo of the Theosophical Society. Founder H.P. Blavatsky identifies the pentacle as: "Any geometrical figure, especially double equilateral triangle, the six-pointed star, (like the theosophical pentacle)." 107. 

Theosophist Charles Leadbeater wrote in The Hidden Life of Freemasonry: "The blazing star is properly six-pointed." 108. Alice Bailey and others have confirmed that the blazing star is commonly seen by the initiate during a valid initiation. "At all initiations the Lord of the World is present...His power streams forth and the flashing of the star before the initiate is the signal of His approval..." 109. 

As Masonic Prince Adept, Albert Pike, stated: "...the blazing star... represents [the] Star of Horus...Morning Star...Star of Set...Lucifer." 110. Since the quintessence is symbolized by the pentacle or six-pointed star, we may infer that this essence which enhances material elements is Lucifer, symbolized in occult language by the eagle or phoenix. 

The blazing star graces the cover and title page of The Star Of 2000. Cosmic Christmasalso opens and closes with illustrations of the planet Saturn and a blazing star. In The Star Of 2000, Jay Gary has set the stage for a reenactment of another journey of modern Magi, guided by the blazing star, to present the gift of a new civilization to "Christ." Max Lucado has described in Cosmic Christmas an initiation whereby a willing human vessel receives the divine essence. The Masonic axiom, "as above, so below," is particularly relevant to the Christmas season, the celestial event being the birth of the Sun-god or Gnostic Christ and the terrestrial event the "birthing" of the baby "Christ" within willing human vessels. In Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception: Mystic Christianity, no less than Rosicrucian Grand Master, Max Heindels, identifies December 24 and 25 as the most potent time of the astrological year and the ideal time for initiation rites: 

"The night between the 24th and 25th of December is the holy night, par excellence, of the entire year. The zodiacal sign of the Immaculate Celestial Virgin stands upon the eastern horizon near midnight. The sun of the new year is then born and starts upon his journey from the southernmost point toward the northern hemisphere, to save that part of humanity (physically) from the darkness and famine which would inevitably result if he were to remain permanently south of the equator... The spiritual influences are strongest, in the north, at midnight of the 24th of December... It would then be easiest for those who wish to take a definite step toward initiation to get in conscious touch with the spiritual time... The blazing star is ever there to guide him." 111.
The hidden message of Cosmic Christmas is closely related to that of New Age Messiah & The Second Coming: According to Gnostic theurgy, the angels are stars or the planetary spirits which will guide a willing humanity to receive the Luciferic initiation. 
  

Alchemy -- Fools' Gold
On February 4, T.V. C-Span talk-show moderator, Connie Brod, mentioned a seemingly insignificant item in a Capitol Hill newspaper, The Hill News. The writer of The Hill News article took note of a piece of jewelry worn by Hilary Clinton at her famous interview last January on the Today Show. During discussion of the Presidential scandal among other issues, the First Lady confidently displayed an attractive pin of a golden eagle atop a beautiful imitation pearl. The Hill News reporter had astutely observed that identical pins had been worn by the President’s secretary, Betty Currie, at the Grand Jury hearing, and also by Donna Shalalah, Secretary of Health and Human Resources. C-Span’s guest from The Washington Times scoffed that the ubiquitous pin must indicate some type of left-wing conspiracy. 

[NOTE: A phone call to C-Span revealed that the pin was designed by Ann Hand for the Clinton Inauguration. However, former U.N. Representative Jeanne Kirkpatrick, a Republican, was also seen of late wearing this pin. A subsequent call to The Hill News brought forth denials of the article.] 

Hans Biederman's Dictionary Of Symbolism lists among the most important motifs from the world of alchemy: the eagle, gold, the hexagram (6-pointed star), the pearl, the phoenix, the quintessence, Saturn and the sun. 112. Quoting a 7th century Gnostic, John Damascenus, Biederman interprets the meaning of the pearl as that which "symbolized for the Gnostic of remote antiquity hidden knowledge and esoteric wisdom." 113. We may conclude from this definition that "Gnosis" is the fruit of the Seed or the product of the Divine Light that is implanted in those who are willing to receive it. The very symbolism presented in the Annunciation scenes of Cosmic Christmas and Messiah & The Second Coming is also found in the Gnostic dictionary of Hans Biederman: 

"...The divine lightning from heaven entered the utterly pure oyster, Mary, the Mother of God, and a pearl of great price came forth from her as it is written: she gave birth to Christ, the pearl begotten by divine lightning." 114.
Biederman's Dictionary explains the symbolism of the eagle: "In ancient Syria, the eagle was associated with the sun-god. It was said to be capable of rejuvenation, like the phoenix." 115. Finally, Biederman presents the following Gnostic fable, which provides considerable insight as to the esoteric meaning of the eagle atop the pearl: 

"A Gnostic ‘Hymn of the Soul’ attributed to Bardesanes and dating from the early Christian era is impressive in its richness: A child (representing humanity) is sent out into distant Egypt on the long pilgrimage of life, to fetch a pearl out of a deep well guarded by a dragon. But he eats the customary food of the country and forgets his mission, until a letter (saving doctrine) brought by an eagle reminds him of it. Now the task of recovering the pearl - enlightenment (gnosis) - from the well can be undertaken." 116.
According to H.P. Blavatsky, the dragon which prohibits humanity from obtaining the pearl of gnosis is the murderer of Osiris -- Seth, also called Set or Typhon. 

"Typhon, or the Dragon...is worsted by Horus, who pierces his head with a spear...As Set--he is the darkness of night, the murderer of Osiris, who is the light of day and the sun." 117.
Recalling that the Gnostic Christ who deposed Seth is Horus, the Sun-god, it is notable that Masonic symbologist, Albert Churchward, identifies him as the Morning Star who will arise and be given via initiation to "Followers of Horus" in the Cosmic Millennium: 

"The ‘bright morning star’...represents Horus of the resurrection or Jesus...in Revelation the son of God promises to give the morning star to them that overcometh...the morning star was equally identified with Horus...the star of dawn. Henceforth the Morning Star was given to followers of Horus, therefore we use it. It was the star of Horus and his guide which led him to paradise when he seated himself upon his throne, and then Horus gave his star as a guide to his followers." 118.
Using the language of occult symbology, Jay Gary, Max Lucado, astrologer Rick Levine, and the First Lady are cleverly conveying a covert message to "Magi everywhere" -- The Phoenix will assuredly rise to conquer the Dragon Christianity, which has impeded man’s journey toward Enlightenment, the Pearl of Great Price. Zalshar’s prediction, "The morning Star is soon to arise in every heart," points to the global initiation which will soon inaugurate another journey of modern Magi. In very fact, Jay Gary has announced that his forthcoming book is titled The Millennial Journey. 119. 
  

The Pearl of Great Price
The parable of the Pearl of Great Price did not originate with the Alexandrian Gnostics or even the Babylonian Magi. Rather it was first written in Holy Scripture, and is found in a private discourse between the Lord Jesus and his disciples: 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls; who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. Matt. 13:45, 46
In this parable the Lord spoke, not of Gnostic wisdom which is earthly, sensual and devilish (James 3:15) -- but of Himself. Matthew Henry has distinguished in his Commentary the cheap trinkets of man's wisdom from the precious Pearl of Great Price: 

"All the children of men are busy, seeking goodly pearls; one would be rich, another would be honourable, another would be learned; but most are imposed upon, and take up with counterfeits for pearls. Jesus Christ is a pearl of great price, a jewel of inestimable value, which will make those who have it rich, truly rich, rich toward God. In having him, we have enough to make us happy here and forever. What worthless pebbles are all worldly things, compared with this pearl of great price.
"A true Christian seeks and finds this pearl of great price. What will it avail us to know of Christ, if we do not know him as ours, as made to us wisdom? I Cor. 1.30. Those who would have a saving interest in Christ, must be willing to leave all to follow him. -- A man may buy gold too dear, but not this pearl of price. When the convinced sinner has Christ discovered to his soul, as the all-gracious Saviour of the lost, all things else become comparatively worthless in his estimation. He sees that eternal misery is his portion if he obtains not this prize." 120. 
 

Cosmic Christmas ~ Part I
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