Consider This!

 A Different Look at Scripture
 

by C.F. Castleberry

buck@considerthis.net


Contents 

PREFACE 

CHAPTER I - Scripture 

1. Communication 

2. Truth or Fiction? 

3. Languages of Scripture 

4. On Versions of Scripture 

5. Some KJV Obvious Errors/Onlyism 

CHAPTER II - The Law of our Creator 

1. What Law? 

2. The Ten Commandments 

3. Man’s Law and the Child of Yahuwah 

CHAPTER III - Shabbath 

1. Which Day? 

2. Christian Sabbath or Yahudiy Shabbath 

CHAPTER IV - Salvation 

1. Scriptural Passages on How to Be Saved 

2. Myths of Salvation 

a. Once Saved Always Saved 

b. Outward Sign of Inward Faith 

c. Thief on the Cross 

d. The Romans Road 

e. Sinner’s Prayer 

f. Immersion as a Work 

3. Reality of Salvation 

CHAPTER V - The Assembly 

1. The Assembly 

2. Unity of the Assembly 

3. Ecumenicalism 

CHAPTER VI - About Names 

1. Names and Their Importance 

2. The Name of the Creator 

3. From LORD to YAHUWAH 

4. The Name of the Savior 

5. Place Names 

CHAPTER VII - False Doctrines

1. Where Does It Say? 

2. Trinity 

3. Taking Oaths 

4. Music 

5. Speaking in Tongues 

6. Tithing 

7. The Cross? 

CHAPTER VIII - Pagan Influences in Modern Society 

1. Easter 

2. Christmas 

3. Halloween 

4. Valentine’s Day 

5. The Olympic Games 

CHAPTER IX - Heaven and Hell

1. Heaven 

2. Hell 

CHAPTER X - Islam 

1. What to Expect 

2. The Attributes of Yahuwah vs the attributes of Allah 

3. Literary Source of the Qu’ran 

4. An Antichrist Religion 

5. Terrorism 

CHAPTER XI - General Subjects 

1. Satan’s World 

2. Suicide 

3. Drug Abuse 

4. Homosexuality 

5. Prophets 

6. Politics 

7. Taxes 

8. Family 

9. Legalism 

10. Men and Women, Husbands and Wives 

11. Love is the Key 

12. Consequences 

CHAPTER XII - End Times 

1. Endtime Prophecy 

2. The Two Battles 

3. The Beast and the Antichrist 

a. Attributes of The Beast and the Antichrist 

b. The dragon 

c. The first beast described 

d. The second beast described 

e. The False Prophet 

f. So who is "The Antichrist"? 

4. The Battle in Heaven 

a. The Fall of Satan 

b. The Actual Battle and Events Surrounding it 

5. Final Judgment 

CHAPTER XIII - Some Strong Meat 

1. Reincarnation! What’s that? 

2. UFO’s in Scripture 

CHAPTER XIV - If You Are . . 

1. a Christian 

2. a Protestant Preacher 

3. a Catholic 

4. a Jew 

5. a muslim 

6. a Mormon 

7. a Jehovah’s Witness 

8. an Atheist 

CHAPTER XV - Conclusion 

1. Obedience 

2. Where Do I Go From Here? 

APPENDIX 

A. Word definitions and sources 

B. Yahuw Names 

C. The Missing J 

D. Rome's Challenge 

CHAPTER NOTES 



Preface

  For most people, what they have learned in their lives about the written word of our Creator has come from their parents or other members of whatever local "church" they attended as children. Usually, the things they were taught were accepted without question and so became their "religion" for life. 

  On occasion, some people have questioned this "faith of their fathers" and found it to be wanting. When the questions that they ask deal with scriptural knowledge and adherence to the scripture, subjects such as those found in this book will become predominant. Those questions can only be answered from the scripture, without adding any theories, "man’s traditions," "church history," or anything else that is not absolutely supported in scripture. To put it very bluntly, if it isn’t in the scripture, it does not belong in our beliefs.

· 1 Timotheos (Timothy) 6:20 - Timotheos, take good care of that which is given to you, turning away from the wrong and foolish talk and arguments of that knowledge which is falsely so named. 

  This is one of the many verses of scripture that causes some people problems today when they discover that all of the modern translations and versions don’t say the same thing in most places. For instance, concerning the above verse, there is a big hullabaloo from the KJV-onlyists about the word science in the King James Version being replaced with the word knowledge in other versions and translations (such as above). This is but the tip of the iceberg too as there are even entire books devoted to nothing but the subject of differences between the "Authorized Version" (King James) and most of the others. The sad part of it is that even with some of the statements being true that the ongoing discussions and arguments are about the wrong thing. Instead of shouting and raising the dickens about the "insult" to the King James Version, all of these folks should be shouting about the insult to the original autographs (such as we can discover) qwhich were made by the translators of the KJV and other versions. The translators of the KJV make huge gaffs in their renderings, modifying the intended meaning of whole passages in order to not offend their congregations and leaders, and in some cases even neglecting to translate certain words but just leaving that meaning out of the verse completely.

  Well, you and I both know that it is because people get their doctrines all set up, and if someone comes along and knocks it down, all they are going to do is get mad and defensive. So instead of checking the different information against the manual (scripture) they had rather just say the different information must wrong because it doe not agree with what they already "know." Even if this different information is the absolute truth. Yisra’el had this problem in times of old, and those who claim to be "Yisra’el" of modern time (the assembly) have that problem too.

  Most of these doctrinal differences that we see in the modern and so-called "church" are based on those mistranslations, misrenderings, and other mis-takes of reading and understanding scripture. But the worse error of all that is being made today is the error of refusing to acknowledge the truth when it is plain and self evident.

  By the way, in answer to the above described complaint, the word gnosis (Strong's G1108) and its various derivatives appear twenty-nine times in the Greek text of the Textus Receptus. In the King James Version it is rendered as KNOWLEDGE twenty-eight times and this ONE time, 1 Timothy 6:20, it is rendered as SCIENCE. So why do the heathen rage when there are much more serious items to be discussed than one of this nature that wasn’t incorrect to begin with? Why aren’t we discussing how the scripture calls for ONE body, ONE faith, ONE etc., while every "church" has a different doctrine and none of them are based completely on what is in scripture? 

  It is with this in mind that this book was written. Actually this book is a compilation of many articles that were written by this author some time before. They were written with the idea in mind of challenging the reader’s beliefs from a scripture only (sola scriptura, if you will) standpoint. If the reader so desired, and was truly seeking the knowledge of our Creator, this collection of articles would give him (or her) a good place in which start their search. Now I have attempted to put them into some kind of order and made them as readable as possible in hopes that some readers will take heed and do the research in scripture necessary to determine whether or not I am telling the truth. If they do that, I am confident that they will agree with what I have to say and turn to our Creator with all their heart, soul, and might.

  Please take careful note that I have made an attempt to correctly render all personal and place names of scrippture in this work. Where the modern English spelling and pronunciation are different from that found in scripture, I have inserted the English name in parentheses or brackets after the first occurrence of the name. From that point on usually just the correct rendering will be seen.

___________________________

  Below is a brief summary of my beliefs concerning our Sovereign Yahushua (Jesus) haMashiach (the Christ or the Anointed) and His Kingdom. These are expanded upon throughout the book.

GOD: Is a pagan title and name that must not be used to name or describe our Creator. There is only One who is, was, and will always be, the one true 'Elohiym (God), with no others before Him or after Him. Through His power the universe and all that is in it was created. His name is YAHUWAH (yah-hoo-wah). 

SAVIOR: is haMashiach and the living Son of the living 'Elohiym, YAHUWAH. He died for us, was buried, and arose after the third day by the power of YAHUWAH as He said He would, and now sits on the right hand of our 'Elohiym and Father awaiting His triumphal return to this planet sometime in the very near future. He is the cornerstone of the foundation of His called out (ekklesia), and must be believed and confessed in order to gain the hope of salvation. His name is Yahushua. (MattithYahuw [Matthew] 16:16, Yahuchanan [John] 20:30-31, Acts 2:38, 1 Korinthios (Corinthians) 15:1-3, Rhomaios (Romans) 4:24, 10:9-10.) 

SCRIPTURE: is the only written and true word of YAHUWAH, revealing His will in different dispensations, and that the portion erroneously referred to as the "New Testament" reveals, describes, and explains the requirements for a life as a child of YAHUWAH. 

THE GOSPEL: is the "good news" for the world. It is the "power of YAHUWAH unto salvation" (Rhomaios 1:16), it is "concerning YAHUWAH's Son" (Rhomaios 1:1-4), and so includes the truth seen above. 

BAPTISM: (baptizo - to whelm completely, or submerge) is full immersion in water and should have been translated as such instead of being transliterated as it was. It is commanded by Yahushua to be administered to all new believers as seen in MattithYahuw 28:19, and Markos (Mark) 16:16. That it is an immersion in water is seen in Acts 8:36-38 and 10:47, Rhomaios 6:4, and many others. Since the transliterated word "baptize" literally means to immerse I therefore reject the actions of sprinkling or pouring as unauthorized in the scriptures. Immersion is for induction into the Divine Name, into haMashiach, into haMashiach's death, and so "unto (or into) the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38, Rhomaios 6:1-2). It is in the likeness of His death, burial, and resurrection and is where sins are washed away (Acts 22:16). Only truly penitent believers are qualified for this immersion, as seen in Markos 16:16, Acts 2:38, and other scripture. Since an infant by definition cannot be a penitent believer, the "baptism" of infants, by whatever means and for whatever reason, is contrary to scripture. 

CHURCH: is a pagan word that modern man uses to talk about the assembly (ekklesia - a calling out) of our Sovereign. That assembly consists of those who have heard the word of YAHUWAH, who have believed the word of YAHUWAH and as a result are penitent (thinking differently), have confessed that Yahushua is the Mashiach, and have been scripturally immersed for the remission of their sins. This appears from the fact that the assembly was enlarged by obeying the "Great Commission" (MattithYahuw 28:19-20; Markos 16:16;) and from the accounts of the origin of the "churches" as in Acts 2:38-42, 18:8, and from the references in the epistles to members as immersed believers. Rhomaios 6:1-2, and others. This assembly was opened to everyone on the day of Pentecost following Yahushua's resurrection and, except for number of physically living members, has not changed in any way. As they taught and believed then, so must we teach and believe today. 

ORGANIZATION: Each of the assemblies are local in nature, as shown by the salutations of Paulos (Paul) in his epistles, and is under no authority but that of Yahushua haMashiach, who is the head, and His authorized apostles. I therefore deny and reject the authority in the assembly of any and all Conferences, Synods, Sees, Councils, Popes, or any other manmade and headed organization. 

NAMES: of the assembly must be in accordance with the scripture. Sectarian names, such as Methodist Church, First Baptist Church, Roman Catholic Church, etc., are indicated to be sinful in the scriptures (1 Corinthians 1:10-17, 3:1-5). If you must call an assembly by a name, there are several perfectly adequate names given in the scripture for that purpose. The individual member is referred to as Brother, Sister, Disciple, etc. (See Acts 11:26, 1 Peter 4:16, and other scripture.) The title Reverend means "awe inspiring" and is a description of YAHUWAH and YAHUWAH ALONE (See Psalms 111:9). No man is worthy of that title. 

NOTE: As a matter of courtesy and scriptural accuracy, if for no other reasons, all personal names in scripture should be pronounced just as they were in the days when the person being addressed was being spoken to and place names should be pronounced as they were by the person who named them.

MINISTRY: A separate order of clergy, an order of "priests," salaried career ministers ordained and hired by some manmade group, etc., are all unscriptural. All children of Yahuwah are "priests" in the sense of being ministers of haMashiach. (See 1 Keph (Peter) 2:5-9 and Revelation 1:6.) Each congregation must have overseers (Greek - episkopos) who are men and elders (Greek - presbyters, from which the term "priest" is derived) both in physical age and time in the body, under whom all members edify one another in love and according to their gifts.
  Deacons are appointed to minister to the assembly in temporal matters. The qualifications for both of these offices are found in 1 Timotheos 3:1-13. Women are not qualified, and if in fact they are under obedience to Yahuwah, they will remain silent in the assembly (see 1 Korinthios 14:34-35). 

COMMUNION: is in fact the proclamation and remembrance of the death of our Master until He returns (1 Korinthios 11:17-34). His death is therefore proclaimed, and not His birth. 

SUPPORT: only the members of the church give monetary or other goods to the assembly for the use of the assembly. These moneys and goods must be given willingly and from a cheerful heart, as YAHUWAH has prospered the givers.

___________________________

  I am more than willing to discuss these beliefs, and also any other information you find in this book, with you if you so desire. Just send me a letter (care of the publisher) or email (below) stating your particular comment or the desired discussion and I will gladly address it. Be advised that I will not argue with you, as I have found that to be counterproductive and it never accomplishes anything positive. If you can convince me, scripturally, that I am wrong on any point, I will gladly come around to the required belief based on the scriptural evidence. I would expect you to so the same.

C.F. Castleberry
http://www.considerthis.net
buck@considerthis.net 



CHAPTER I

SCRIPTURE

"Voltaire, some 250 years ago, held a copy of the scripture in his hand
and said, "In 100 years this book will be forgotten, eliminated." What
is hilarious is that 100 years later, to the day, his house was made the 
headquarters of the Geneva Bible Society and they were distributing copies
of scripture out of his house! Yahuwah has an incredible sense of humor!" 

Section 1 - Communication
  In order to properly communicate with each other concerning any subject, we must first begin to understand what communication is, and then how it can be accomplished even with there being so many forms of speech, sometimes even in the same language.

  Anyone who has a true interest in the word of our 'Elohiym, whose name is Yahuwah (yah-hoo-wah), in its written form cannot help but to be aware of the controversy surrounding various scriptural translations and versions. Also there appear to be many differences in translation, translational errors, misapplications and other apparent inconsistencies found in these versions of the Scripture that we use on a daily basis.

  You are probably more aware of the facts surrounding the various translations of the scripture that abound today than you realize, but please bear with us if some subject matter is repeated. Maybe a review will help all concerned.

  If you were to attempt a conversation with someone from another country that spoke no English, and you didn't speak his language, when would communication occur? Possibly never, or at least not until you had discovered common understanding about some item. Then you could communicate about that item.

  The key is "Common Understanding." If you say that you want water, and he thinks you said that his sister is ugly, you're not likely to get a drink. Of water, at least. If he understood that you wanted water, and his temperament was such, more likely than not you would be provided with your desire and your thirst would be slaked.

  The same principle applies when communicating in any manner or in any media about any subject. If there is common understanding of the meaning of a word, phrase, or action, then all the participants who share that common understanding have the ability to communicate with all the others who also share that common understanding. If you think a word means one thing and the person you are speaking with thinks it means another, then it can be said with some assurance that not only do you not have the ability to communicate with that person but most likely you will not achieve common understanding.

  Ask someone who is skilled in the 'Ibriy (Hebrew) language to read aloud from the 'Ibriy the twentieth chapter of Exodus. When he does, it is a pretty sure thing that you won't hear the word "kill" used in verse thirteen. But where Yahuwah is supposed to have said, "Thou shalt not kill" (in the King James Version), He actually said words to the effect of "Do not commit murder." This is an obvious but often overlooked case of misapplication in the translation. (If we could not kill, we could not eat. Yahuwah commanded the apostle Keph (Peter) to "slay (kill) and eat.") If we were trying to communicate the thought that Yahuwah expressed there, could we do it without knowing that Yahuwah meant to not commit murder? There are many, many other occasions similar to this scattered throughout the King James and other versions.

  These occasions of misrendering and sometimes outright mistranslating are often caused by political pressure on the translator, personal preferences, and beliefs of the translator, ignorance of certain vernaculars by the translator, etc. On occasion, individuals have been known to deliberately change words in a verse to fit the teaching of their particular creed in order to use it as proof that they are the one true religion.

  No matter what the reason for the mistranslation is, however, the result of the misapplied translation is always the same. As long as the opponent (Satan) can keep the knowledge of Yahuwah from us, no matter how it's done, we lose. He's going to use every vehicle that he has at his disposal to ensure that as much misinformation as can be spread, will be spread.

  It is up to each one of us, individually, to recognize his efforts and thwart them at every turn. We can only do this if we become knowledgeable about the Word and rightly divide it as Yahuwah has directed (2 Timotheos [Timothy] 2:15), and grow in His grace and love. 

  If you are thinking, "What's the big deal if I don't know what it means. If it's that important, someone will tell me." You're right.

  You are now being told! It's that important. You are responsible for the information. No one else can take the test for you. Once you've gone into final exams, there are no more opportunities to acquire the knowledge required for successfully answering the questions.

  It's just you and the Judge! Are you ready? If not, continue to read.
  What each and everyone of us must do, if we intend to be allowed into the New Yeruwshalaim (Jerusalem), is to study, study, study, and then faithfully apply and practice what we've learned. Through that study, we will become aware of the absolute importance of being in obedience to will of Yahuwah. We will know His will for us instead of what some man has told us is His will for us. We must not allow someone else to steal our crown or cause us to lose it due to believing and following false teachings. All of the written information we need is located in the book called Scripture, but we must discover what it really says. We must determine which versions of this book are accurate and which are apostate or we will fall into the same trap into which the modern and so-called "church" has fallen.

  Basically what is being said is that although most people readily admit to being ignorant of most of the meaning of the scripture, some still know enough to recognize that if a certain entity had his way, they would be even more ignorant. He has scrambled, perverted, and counterfeited everything that Yahuwah has allowed him to put his hand on for the sole purpose of keeping us from learning the truth and being obedient to it. In order for him to accomplish this task, he has enrolled some people who were, and sometimes still are, very sincere in the beliefs that they espouse. He has also enrolled some that are as eager as he is to distort and misuse the truth to the detriment of all others. 

  Both of these types of people will use what has been referred to as the "D-CON" method of teaching the Word of Yahuwah. That means that what you'll get will be 99.8% whole grain, and 0.2% poison. Look out for that 0.2%, it'll kill you every time.

  You'll find after you start studying the Word of Yahuwah, and really studying is what is meant and not just casually reading here and there, that you will begin to note those who are in the categories above.

  You'll recognize these people by their misuse of words when speaking of matters spiritual and scriptural. They will use words out of the context of the meaning of the passage they are quoting or discussing and they will misapply passages of scripture that as you study you'll begin to be able to recognize as being misused and misapplied. And they will want people to believe everything they say is the absolute truth with no questions asked. Pin these people down about what they have said and most likely you'll be told that you can't understand what they were saying because you don't have a degree from some seminary or you're not looking at it in the correct context. Since you are of the laity, and not of the clergy, you'll just have to take their word for it. Even if these exact words aren't said, listen carefully and see if this is not the underlying message. What they forget is that the scripture is made simple so that ALL those who honestly and earnestly search for the truth that it contains will find it. 

  You can independently verify the above attitude by listing words that you hear from those who would be prophets and ministers of Yahuwah and seeking out the original meaning of the words for yourself. See if that person was using it in the context found in scripture. When you do this, you are really going to be surprised. So many words that are commonly used to infer certain things today, have been "exoticized," perverted, twisted, and otherwise corrupted, so that the meanings they imply today have no common ground with the original meanings.

  By the way, see if you can find anywhere in the Scripture the existence of the system of "ordained ministers," or clergy, that is extant in today's "church." Did you know the word clergy is derived from the Greek word "kleros?" Look it up and see if its meaning does not surprise you. Notice that a lot of them use or accept the title "Reverend" too. Did you know that word was used once in the whole of the scripture to describe or title someone? That someone sure wasn't a man. Read Psalms 111:9 of the King James Version to find out Whose title it really is.

  Remember that in order to communicate, the means used in communication must be commonly understood by all the participants. Since we use words as our primary means of communication, it behooves us all to get on the same page about the meaning of those words so we will know what is really intended by the person who says or writes those words.

  If you want the written Word of our 'Elohiym to convey to you the meaning that He inspired the writer of the Word to write, find out what the words meant to the person who wrote them down. Also remember that if you want to understand the context of what the writer meant, you have to first understand who he was writing to, why he was writing to them, and the whole context of the passage he was writing. If you fail to do this, it is like coming into a conversation in the middle of a sentence when you don’t have a clue about what the subject of the conversation may be. It will take you a long time to catch up.

Section 2. - Truth or Fiction?
  From B'ereshiyth (Genesis) to Revelation there are a total of sixty-six books and epistles in the modern canon of scripture. Those sixty-six books and epistles were penned by at least thirty-five different writers (and probably several more than that) over a period covering three different millennia. Yet the book is consistent from cover to cover. The theme and message is the same all the way through and the stories are consistent throughout because there was only one Author. 

  There are hundreds of prophecies, from a small one like "the dogs licking the blood" of 'Iyzebel (Jezebel) found in 2 Kings 9:10 & 9:36), to the major one of the first coming of the Anointed and the subsequent destruction of the temple in Yeruwshalaim.

  Many of the well-known and so-called modern prophets, such as Nostradamus, Mother Shipton, Jean Dixon, and others of their ilk, have had some success with their prophecies. Their success rates vary from just a few percent all the way up to fifty percent and their success rate is the real test of a prophet. If their prophecies are fulfilled, when and how they say they will be fulfilled, then they are a true prophet. If they miss just one, or have to go back and refigure a date to "update" their prophecy, then they are not prophets at all, but the dupes of Satan being given some information now and again that makes them look something like a prophet of Yahuwah to the gullible and scripturally uninformed. They MUST be one hundred percent correct or they should leave prophecy to the real prophets. No human prophet has one hundred percent reliability EXCEPT those who have been told to start their prophecies with, "THUS SAYS YAHUWAH . . "

  If fulfillment is the test whereby we must judge a prophet, then it must also be the test by which we judge the book. Prophecy and its fulfillment has to be the real test of the book too. If ONE prophecy made in the book fails, then the book itself has failed. It hasn’t failed. Its success rate to date is at one hundred percent and holding. As prophecy continues to be fulfilled before our very eyes, that rate will stay the same.

  To this date, EVERY prophecy that was made and is known to NOT be of the indeterminate future, such as the return of Yahushua and such events, has come to pass. And not by man’s reckoning or making an event fit the "prophecy" as we see so much of with the aforementioned "prophets" either. The scriptural prophecies have been made and fulfilled in a manner that leaves no doubt as to that they were prophecy when made and then when fulfilled there was no doubt that is what had occurred. 

  The odds against a single book being full of prophecy and ALL of the prophecy being fulfilled on time and in the manner prophesied is staggering. No human hand is involved in this, except for the recording of the prophecy itself.

Truth or fiction? I vote for absolute truth!

Section 3. - Languages of Scripture
a. Greek and Kasdiy (Aramaic) vs 'Ibriy in the First Century Yisra'el
  Many scholars of languages and scripture have stated authoritatively that Yahushua, whom they invariably and incorrectly call Jesus or Yeshua, and all other Yisra'eliy living at the time He walked the earth, did not speak the 'Ibriy (Hebrew) language but instead spoke Koine Greek or Aramaic (another Semitic language closely related and similar to the 'Ibriy). They further claim that the 'Ibriy language by the time of Yahushua was a "dead" language that has only recently been restored to its once proud place among languages of the world.

  There is much evidence to say that these hypotheses are not only untenable, but that they also deny the truth that is staring these people straight in the face from their own documents.

  If you accept that the Dead Sea Scrolls were the work of ascetics who lived in Qumran, which most of these scholars do accept, then those scrolls are proof beyond measure that 'Ibriy was the language of choice immediately prior to and far into the first century CE, for even their secular record keeping documents are written in 'Ibriy.

b. Extra-scriptural Evidence
  For those of you who don't know this, Flavius Josephus was an 'Ibriy historian of the first century. The books he wrote are accepted, and rightly so, as authoritative documents of extreme accuracy concerning the times in which he lived. He also wrote much about other periods that are excellent dissertations of some history of the Yahudiym.

  In one of his books, the title incorrectly translated as "The Antiquities of the Jews," he gives us a point-blank statement regarding the language his people used in the first century and why they used it. 

"I have also taken a great deal of pains to obtain the learning of the Greeks, and understanding the elements of the Greek language although I have so long accustomed myself to speak our own language, that I cannot pronounce Greek with sufficient exactness: for our nation does not encourage those that learn the languages of many nations. (Ant. 20:11:2) " 

  Not only does he say that most of the first century Yisra'eliy could not even speak or understand Greek, but that they spoke "their own language" and that language was 'Ibriy.

c. Scriptural Evidence 

· MattithYahuw 27:46-47 - And about the ninth hour Yahushua cried with a loud voice saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? That is to say, My 'El, my 'El, why have You forsaken me? {47} Some of them that stood there, when they heard said, "This calls for Eli’Yahuw." 

  Something of note is that some people of "them that stood there" did NOT understand what He had said. If they understood and used Kasdiy (Aramaic) in their everyday life, why did they not understand His words? Kasdiy (Aramaic) IS what He spoke in that passage and it is a direct fulfillment of Psalms 22:1 where Dawiyd (David) used the 'Ibriy phrase, "'Eli, 'Eli. Lamach Tsabataniy," which is very similar to the Aramaic. 

· Loukas (Luke) 23:38 - And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, Latin, and 'Ibriy, THIS IS THE KING OF THE YAHUDIYM. (See also Yahuchanan 20:19). 

  If Kasdiy (Aramaic) and Greek were the primary languages of this period and 'Ibriy was a dead language, what was Pilatos (Pilate) doing using it in the superscription? That would make no sense at all for nobody would have known what it said. 

· Yahuchanan (John) 5:2 - Now there is at Yeruwshalaim by the sheep market a pool which is called in the 'Ibriy language Beyth Checed (House of Kindness) that has five porches. 

· Yahuchanan 19:13 - When Pilatos therefore heard that saying, he brought Yahushua forth and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the 'Ibriy, Gabbatha. 

· Yahuchanan 19:17 - And he bearing his post went forth into a place called a skull, which is called in the 'Ibriy Gulgoleth. 

· Revelation 9:11 - And they had a king over them, the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the 'Ibriy language is 'Abaddown, but in the Greek language the name is Apolluon. 

· Revelation 16:16 - And he gathered them together into a place called in the 'Ibriy language Har-Meggidown. 

  All of the above passages show the writer explaining to the reader the difference in two common languages in use at that time. Remember that these books were written primarily for the edification of the assembly, just as were Paulos' (Paul) letters, and most of those people who were the intended recipients spoke Greek.

· Acts 21:37 - And as Paulos was to be led into the barracks he said to the high commander, "May I speak to you?" Who said, "Can you speak Greek?" 

  The commander was SURPRISED that Paulos spoke Greek! If Greek HAD BEEN the primary language spoken by the 'Ibriy of that time, his surprise would seem a little incongruous.

· Acts 21:40 - When he had given him permission, Paulos stood on the stairs and beckoned with the hand to the people. And when there was made a great silence, he spoke in the 'Ibriy language saying, 

· Acts 22:2 - (And when they heard that he spoke in the 'Ibriy language to them, they kept the more silence, and he said,) 

  Paulos was speaking to the native people in their native language and they understood every word. Dead language? I think not!

· Acts 26:14 - And when we were all fallen to the earth I heard a voice speaking to me, and saying in the 'Ibriy language, Sha'uwl, Sha'uwl, why do you persecute Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' 

  If 'Ibriy was a dead language, then why was our Savior using it to converse with His chosen apostle to the heathen?

  I know that some of the so-called authorities will say that the "Hebrew" spoken by the residents of Yisra’el was really Kasdiy, but from the above evidences I believe we can safely discount that theory. 

  There is much more evidence both in scripture and historical literature to show that the 'Ibriy language never died but has always been a vital and powerful language, but this small amount of proofs should be enough to make the point that the so-called scholars are incorrect again. Even Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens) commented on the residents of Yeruwshalaim speaking in the "Hebrew tongue" when he visited that city. Of course, you must realize that these scholars they have positions to maintain and so they will defend their statements with every gun they can bring to bear. The scripture is a strong shield against all of their shots though. Believe scripture and check it out for yourself.

Section 4. - Command to Study and Rightly Divide the Word
  As you have gone through this life, day by day, there have been many things that you have had to learn just to be able to get through to the next day. Other things you have learned because you wanted to know how it worked, how to do it, or in order to teach it to other people. The commonality of all these is that in order for you to do, you had to first learn, or acquire the knowledge and skills necessary, to do these things, and in order to learn you had to be diligent, study, and then apply yourself to the subject at hand if you intended to do it well and be successful.

  Being a child of Yahuwah is the same way. Do you really love our Sovereign? Then learn his commandments. For He said that if you love Him, you will obey His commandments, but you cannot obey what you do not know. 

  Yahuwah said through Howshea' (Hosea) the prophet that His people were being destroyed because they didn't know His law. He said it in many other places in the scriptures too, and in many different ways. Every place and way He said it, however, it still meant that people were not obeying His Word because they didn't know what His Word was.

· Rhomaios (Romans) 10:2 - For I bear them record that they have a zeal of Yahuwah, but not according to knowledge. 

  He has also told us in many ways and many places to study, or be diligent about, His law and His commandments, and that by doing so we will know if we are doing His will. One of the best known verses on that subject is the 1 Timotheos 2:15, shown below, and is but one verse of scripture that admonishes us to make ourselves known to our ‘Elohiym as people who are interested enough in His word to be diligent about seeking it for ourselves. I have shown you first the standard KJV rendering and then a more literal rendering. Both renderings mean the same thing but the more literal one is somewhat clearer on that meaning.

· 2 Timotheos 2:15 (KJV) - Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

· 2 Timotheos 2:15 (Literal) - Be diligent to show yourself approved to Yahuwah, a workman that does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

  To study, or be diligent about the word of Yahuwah is man's duty to himself and his neighbor. If we do not know and understand the word of Yahuwah then we cannot know or understand His will for us. It therefore behooves us to not take any one else's word for what His will is, but find out for ourselves through diligent study of His word. Let’s dissect the verse and look at the Greek that each of the English words and phrases come from and see what they really mean.

STUDY [spoo-dao'-zo] - Use speed, ie, make effort, be prompt or diligent. 

SHOW [par-is'-tay-mee] - To stand beside. 

APPROVED [dok'-ee-mos] - Acceptable. 

WORKMAN [er-gat'ace] - Toiler, fig., a teacher. 

THAT DOES NOT NEED TO BE ASHAMED [an-ep-ah'ee-skhoon-tos] - Not ashamed. 

RIGHTLY [or-thoce'] - In a straight or correct manner. 

DIVIDING [or-thot-om-eh'o] - To make a straight cut. 

WORD [log'os] - Something said {including the thought}. 

TRUTH [al-ay'-thi-a] - Truth. 

  Any way that verse can be arranged, it always comes out meaning the same thing. We must be diligent, be earnest, study, or whatever other way it can be said, to stand beside or be acceptable to Yahuwah, if we are to fulfill our hope of eternal life.

Section 5. - Rightly Dividing the Word
  There are many ways to divide the word, some very obvious, and some not. There are many more ways to divide the word, such as scripture from scripture, law from law, and period from period, than can be imagined. One of the most important things of using scripture correctly is understanding where those divisions lie and being aware of the differences on each side of those divisions.

  For instance, there is the period in the Garden of 'Eden when our 'Elohiym, whose name is Yahuwah, walked and talked with His creatures. Then sin entered in and He didn't do that, literally, in that manner anymore. 

a. A Couple of Natural divisions 

· Before and after the exodus from Mitsrayim (Egypt). Another natural, or readily apparent, division. Before the exodus the people had no written law. After the exodus they did. Major difference in the settings after the law was given. Enforcement became much stricter too. 

· Old Covenant (testament) from New Covenant. Another natural division that is of vital importance to the child of 'Elohiym of today who is trying to understand and do the will of our Father. This division separates the old written on animal skins law from the new written on the heart law. 

  Because of the language change from 'Ibriy/Kasdiy to Greek, almost all modern translations of the scripture show what people think of and call the end of the "Old Testament" and the start of the "New Testament" as occurring between the end of the book of Mal'akiy (Malachi) and the beginning of the gospel according to MattithYahuw (Matthew). Actually, this is a real division between the 'Ibriy (Hebrew) language scripture and the Greek language scripture. It is NOT the division between the "Old Testament" and the "New Testament." Neither the Old Covenant (Testament) nor the New Covenant (Testament) are collections of books and letters of scripture, but are rather systems or dispensations of Yahuwah's law. The start and cessation of the old system of law (Law of Mosheh) and the start of the new system of law (Law of Grace) are very clearly defined moments in time and scripture.

b. Old Covenant
  The 'Ibriy (Hebrew) scripture is the collection of books from Genesis through Mal'akiy in the Rhomaios Catholic canon with which most of us are familiar, and although it CONTAINS the Old Covenant, it in fact is NOT the Old Covenant. The first five books are also commonly called the books of Mosheh, Pentateuch, and the Torah (law). This system of law is a natural division in the word. The "old law" is truly the statutes, judgments, and ordinances given to Mosheh to deliver to the people. It came into force at Exodus 24:8 when Mosheh sprinkled the people and the "book of the law" with the blood of bulls and goats. It ended when Yahushua shed His blood on the tree at Gulgoleth.

  The Ten Commandments have ALWAYS been in force, even though they were not written down until the exodus. They were reiterated to the sons of Yisra’el at Mount Siynay by Yahuwah Himself and NOT through an intermediary (See Exodus 20:1-17)

  Major divisions within the 'Ibriy scriptures are the law, prophecies, and writings. Followers of "Judaism" call their scripture the Law (Torah), the Prophets (Na'biym), and the Writings (Kethuwim), or the TANAKH.

There are many other divisions that can be made within this portion of scripture, such as from the creation to the flood, the flood till 'Abraham, etc. Some of those divisions are listed later in this chapter.

c. New Covenant
  This "new" system of the law of our Elohiym, also called the law of grace, the perfect law of liberty, etc., supplants the Law of Mosheh, and renews the Ten Commandment ideal of Yahuwah’s Law with the difference that it is to be obeyed by faith and from the heart. The Law of Mosheh had served its purpose as a schoolmaster to bring us to the Anointed ('Ibriy is haMashiach and English is the Christ, a transliteration of the Greek christos) and so it had "grown old and was ready to disappear." The new system of law came of force at the death of the Testator, Yahushua, who is haMashiach. Matt. 27:50, Markos (Mark) 15:37, Loukas 23:46, Yahuchanan (John) 19:30. Also see 'Ibriy 9:ALL.

  So the Old Covenant came of force, just as a modern law would start being enforced at a specified date and time, when the book of the law was dedicated with blood just as the New Covenant came of force when it was dedicated with blood (See 'Ibriy 9 references below). 

  Can we tell exactly when the change of law took place? Most certainly! Let's look at the Book itself for the answer to that question, for that is where ALL scriptural questions will be answered. In the Book of Scripture and nowhere else!

· Kolossia (Colossians) 2:14 - Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his post, 

· 'Ibriy 8:6 - But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 

· 'Ibriy 8:8 - For finding fault with them, he said, Behold, the days come, said Yahuwah, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Yisra'el and with the house of Yahudah (Judea), 

· 'Ibriy 8:13 - In that he said, A new covenant, he has made the first old. Now that which decays and waxes old is ready to vanish away. 

· 'Ibriy 9:11 - But the Anointed being come an high official of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building 

· 'Ibriy 9:15-17 - And for this cause he is the mediator of the new covenant, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator lives. 

  The Law of Grace came into effect at the moment Yahushua died on that tree so long ago, for that is when His "testament," in His blood, became enforceable as stated in 'Ibriy 9:15-17, above. All of the above scripture shows quite plainly that most of the events that are described in MattithYahuw (Matthew), Markos, Loukas, and Yahuchanan (John) were actually in the times that were still under the Law of Mosheh, until they described the impalement and death of our Master and Savior, Yahushua. Well, that's not surprising, either. Yahushua was circumcised the eighth day according to the Law of Mosheh. He told the people that He healed to show themselves to the high official according to the Law of Mosheh, etc. He said that He did not come to destroy the law, but to fulfill it.

  Under the dispensation of the New Covenant, the first complete book of scripture that we have in the Greek text is the book of The Acts of the Apostles. Now we can plainly see where the real division between the Old Covenant (The Law of Mosheh) and the New Covenant occurs. Now please don't misunderstand. What has just been said is that the Law of Mosheh was in effect until the death of Yahushua and at His death is where the New Covenant became of force. There is plenty more evidence of this truth throughout the Greek text. If you look, you'll see it. Once you understand where this particular division is, a lot of other things will become much clearer too. 

  For instance, the people of Yahuwah were told to tithe (give a tenth of all increase of their substance) to the "Levitical priesthood" under the Old, but to give cheerfully as they are able to those in need under the New. Many questions of that nature clear right up. 

  All of scripture is a very wondrous story. Every time it is read, something that had not been previously recognized will become apparent. Check out the verses that are shown above. See if the context is as I have stated. It will surprise you the things you will begin to find out when you study with an open mind while being guided by the Spirit instead of by man. Much more than is written here, you may be assured.

d. Rightfully Dividing the ‘Ibriy Scripture
  The ‘Ibriy scripture has been put into a strange configuration by the English translators (read Rhomaios Catholic Church) and those who set the canon of the modern scripture that most of us use. In fact it has many natural divisions as does all of scripture and the Yisra’eliy divided it according to subject matter. They divided it, and correctly I might add, according to the Law (Torah), the Prophets, and the other books called the Writings. This division is not even close to the one we use. Since the scripture was given to them, who do think has it right?

The Yisra’eliy Canon
  The Law is contained in the first five books, commonly called by us the Books of Mosheh (Moses) or the Pentateuch. The prophets are further subdivided into the twelve "minor" prophets. (The word minor here merely means that the books are of a smaller size than those considered to be major.) Most of the books of ‘Ibriy Scripture take their names from the first phrase or word in that particular book or from the name of the major character of the book. The canon of the TANAKH, which is an English acronym for Torah (Law), Nab’iym (Prophets), and Kethuwiym (Writings) is as follows:

Torah (Law) 

· B’ereshiyth (Genesis) 

· Shemot (Exodus) 

· Wayiqra (Leviticus) 

· Bemidbar (Numbers) 

· Debarim (Deuteronomy) 

Na’biym (Prophets) 

· Yahushua (Joshua) 

· Shophetim (Judges) 

· Shophetim Echad (1 Samuel) 

· Shophetim Shtayim (2 Samuel) 

· Melekiym Echad (1 Kings) 

· Melekiym Shtayim (2 Kings) 

· Yasha’Yahuw (Isaiah) 

· YirmeYahuw (Jeremiah) 

· Yechezqe'l (Ezekiel) 

Na’biym [Minor Prophets] 

· Howshea’ (Hosea) 

· Yow’el (Joel) 

· Amos (Amos) 

· ObadYahuw (Obadiah) 

· Yonah (Jonah) 

· Miykah (Micah) 

· Nachuwm (Nahum) 

· Chabaqquwq (Habbukkuk) 

· TsephanYahuw (Zephaniah) 

· Chaggay (Haggai) 

· ZekarYahuw (Zecahriah) 

· Mal'akiy (Malachi) 

Kethuwiym (Writings) 

· Tehillim (Psalms) 

· Mishle (Proverbs) 

· Iyobe (Job) 

· Shir haShiriym (The Song of Songs) 

· Ruwth (Ruth) 

· Echa (Lamentations) 

· Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes) 

· ‘Ester (Esther) 

· Daniye’l (Daniel) 

· Ezra (Ezra) 

· NechemYahuw (Nehemiah) 

· Dibre haYamim Echad (1 Chronicles) 

· Dibre haYamim Shnayim (2 Chronicles) 

e. Rightfully Dividing the Greek Scripture
  Now let's see if where the correct divisions are in the Greek Scripture by starting with the four gospels. First, the word gospel is from a Greek word that literally means, "a good message." Why should there be four? Wouldn't one be enough? Well, that probably depends on who's reading it. All of the gospels tell the story of Yahushua, Who He is, why He was here, and why we should believe.

MattithYahuw (Matthew)
  The 'Ibriy (Hebrews) were looking for haMashiach (Anointed or Christ). They knew that He was to come of the line of Dawiyd, and they would have to see a family tree of His male lineage before they would believe anything. They got that lineage in chapter one of the book of MattithYahuw (Matthew). Amazing. The rest of that book is slanted toward an 'Ibriy reader too. Look at it again in that light and see what you think.

Markos (Mark)
  The book of Markos is a very action packed book. Everybody mentioned is always doing, going, coming, running, etc. Very action oriented story. Could it be that an action packed story of that nature would hold a Rhomaios' attention? They were pretty action oriented. At the time of Yahushua their actions as warriors and conquerors had put all of the known world under their dominion.

Loukas (Luke)
  A more beautiful and poetic story of Yahushua couldn't be told than that found in the book of Loukas. Read it for it's literary value and style alone and it can bring tears to your eyes. {Read it for the story of our Savior and it will bring tears of joy}. Sounds like something the Greeks would have loved to read, doesn't it? How wonderful and mysterious are the ways of 'Elohiym. He never overlooks anything or anybody.

  Note also that Yahushua’s lineage from Dawiyd (Dawiyd) to Miryam (Mary) is shown here. So the lineage of both His stepfather and birth mother is shown and both are the correct bloodline. 

Yahuchanan (John)
  Last of the gospels, but far from least, there's the wonderful story as told by Yahuchanan. This book is very straight forward and to the point, and doesn't appear to be slanted toward any recognizable group. Except maybe those of us who are alive today. 

  Anyone who doesn't come under the auspices of 'Ibriy, Romans, or Greek can find all they need to know here in plain language. Well, praise Yahuwah! He's still doing it today. No matter how hard man tries, he's not going to change the wonderful message of Yahushua haMashiach, the Son of our 'Elohiym.

Acts
  The next division starts at the book of The Acts of the Apostles. This is the book that tells us what we have to do to become children of the Most High ‘Elohiym, Yahuwah. Here is contained example after example of people entering the Assembly, also known as the Body of haMashiach (the Christ), and showing exactly how they did it. This is an extremely important book to understand, for without the information shown here, nobody has a chance of coming under the banner of salvation.

  This book is the detailed description of the formation, organization, and early history of the Assembly of Yahushua. This book tells us everything we need to know, and everything we need to do, to become part of the Body of Yahushua. Some of the chapters deal with teaching non-believers, while others deal with the assembly of the believers (erroneously referred to as the church), and it is not hard to tell which is which when you're reading it. Always ask yourself, "To whom is he talking?' It makes a big difference, because that can make the difference between rightly dividing the word, and not dividing it at all.

The Epistles
  The Scripture from Rhomaios (Romans) through Yahudah (Jude) is written to immersed believers. It is intended as edification and instruction for those who are already in the Body of Yahushua and need to learn and grow. This is the scriptural food that will nourish the young child of Yahuwah and cause him to grow up in grace and the Spirit. These books tell him how to stay in the will of Yahuwah, how to treat his brothers, and how to treat those who are not part of the body of Yahushua, etc. 

  Let's take a look at the population that the writers of these books said they were writing to. That should be authoritative. Listed below are the rest of the books, in order of the canon of the Roman Catholic Church, with some of the applicable verses showing intended readership.

· Rhomaios (Romans) 1:1 - Paulos, a servant of Yahushua haMashiach, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 'Elohiym {2} (which he had promised before by his prophets in the sacred scriptures) {3} concerning his Son, Yahushua haMashiach our Master, which was made of the seed of Dawiyd according to the flesh {4} and declared to be the Son of Yahuwah with power, according to the spirit of sacredness by the resurrection from the dead {5} by whom we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name {6} among whom you are also the called of Yahushua haMashiach, {7} to all that are in Rhome (Rome), beloved of Yahuwah, called to be saints, grace to you and peace from Yahuwah our Father, and the Master, Yahushua haMashiach. 

· 1 Korinthios (Corinthians) 1:1 - Paulos, called to be an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach through the will of Yahuwah and Sosthenes our brother, {2} to the assembly of Yahuwah which is at Korinthos, to them that are sanctified in haMashiach Yahushua, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Yahushua haMashiach our Master, both theirs and ours, 

· 2 Korinthios 1:1 - Paulos, an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach by the will of Yahuwah, and Timotheos our brother, to the assembly of Yahuwah which is at Korinthos, with all the saints which are in all Achaia, 

· Galates (Galatians) 1:1 - Paulos, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Yahushua haMashiach and Yahuwah the Father, who raised him from the dead) {2} and all the brothers that are with me, to the assemblies of Galatia, 

· Ephesios (Ephesians) 1:1 - Paulos, an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach by the will of Yahuwah, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in haMashiach Yahushua, 

· Philippesios (Philippians) 1:1 - Paulos and Timotheos, the servants of Yahushua haMashiach, to all the saints in haMashiach Yahushua which are at Philippoi, with the overseers and servants, 

· Kolossia (Colossians) 1:1 - Paulos, an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach by the will of Yahuwah, and Timotheos our brother, {2} to the saints and faithful brothers in haMashiach which are at Kolossai, 

· 1 Thessalonikeos (Thessalonians) 1:1 - Paulos, and Silvanus, and Timotheos, to the assembly of the Thessalonikeos which is in Yahuwah the Father and in the Master Yahushua haMashiach, grace be to you and peace, from our Father and the Master Yahushua haMashiach. 

· 2 Thessalonikeos 1:1 - Paulos, and Silvanus, and Timotheos, unto the church of the Thessalonikeos in Yahuwah our Father and the Master Yahushua haMashiach: 

· 1 Timotheos (Timothy) 1:1 - Paulos, an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach by the commandment of Yahuwah our Savior, and Master Yahushua haMashiach, which is our hope, {2} to Timotheos, my own son in the faith, 

· 2 Timotheos 1:1 - Paulos, an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach by the will of Yahuwah, according to the promise of life which is in haMashiach Yahushua, {2} to Timotheos my dearly beloved son, grace, mercy, and peace, from Yahuwah the Father and haMashiach Yahushua our Master. 

· Titos (Titus) 1:1 - Paulos, a servant of Yahuwah and an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach according to the faith of Yahuwah's elect and the acknowledging of the truth which is after piety, {2} in hope of eternal life that Yahuwah, Who cannot lie, promised before the world began {3} but has in due times manifested His word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of Yahuwah our Savior, {4} to Titos, my own son after the common faith, grace, mercy, and peace, from Yahuwah the Father and the Master Yahushua haMashiach our Savior. 

· Philemon 1:1 - Paulos, a prisoner of Yahushua haMashiach and Timotheos our brother, to Philemon our dearly beloved and fellow worker, {2} and to our beloved Apphia and Archippos our fellow soldier, and to the assembly in your house, 

· 'Ibriy (Hebrews) 2:1 - Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard lest at any time we should let them slip. {2} For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward, {3} how shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation which at the first began to be spoken by the Master and was confirmed to us by them that heard him, 

· Ya'aqob (James) 1:1 - Ya'aqob, a servant of Yahuwah and of the Master Yahushua haMashiach, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. 

· 1 Keph (Peter) 1:1 - Keph, an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontos, Galatia, Kappadokia, Asia, and Bithunia, {2} elect according to the foreknowledge of Yahuwah the Father through sanctification of the Spirit, to obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Yahushua haMashiach, grace to you, and peace be multiplied. 

· 2 Keph 1:1 - Shim’own Keph, a servant and an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of Yahuwah and our Savior, Yahushua haMashiach, 

· 1 Yahuchanan (John) 1:1 - That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of Life {2} (For the life was manifested and we have seen it and bear witness and show to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us). {3} That which we have seen and heard declare we to you that you also may have fellowship with us and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Yahushua haMashiach. {4} And these things write we to you that your joy may be full. 

· 2 Yahuchanan 1:1 - The elder to the elect lady and her children whom I love in the truth, and not only I, but also all they that have known the truth,

· 3 Yahuchanan 1:1 - The elder to the wellbeloved Gaios, whom I love in the truth. 

· Yahudah (Jude) 1:1 - Yahudah, the servant of Yahushua haMashiach, and brother of Ya'aqob, to them that are sanctified by Yahuwah the Father and preserved in Yahushua haMashiach and called, 

  Take note that in order to be one of the saints to whom Paulos was writing, you must be sanctified, or set apart. In order to be set apart in the scriptural sense you must be in obedience to ALL of the conditions of Yahuwah. 

  The last book of the modern canon of scripture that we commonly use is a special and final book of prophecy. We know it as Revelation, which is translated from the Greek word apokalupsis and from which the English word apocalypse is derived. It literally means disclosure. Take note that this book is NOT the "Revelation of Saint John the Divine," as it has been styled by so many translators and their publishers. In fact the first verse tells us plainly Whose revelation it is, for what purpose it was given, and to whom it was given.

· Revelation 1:1 - The Revelation of Yahushua haMashiach, which Yahuwah gave to him to show to his servants things which must shortly come to pass and he sent and signified it by his deputy to his servant Yahuchanan {2} who bare record of the word of Yahuwah, of the testimony of Yahushua haMashiach, and of all things that he saw. {3} Blessed is he that reads and they that hear the words of this prophecy and keep those things that are written here, for the time is at hand. {4} Yahuchanan, to the seven churches which are in Asia, grace to you, and peace, from Him which is, and which was, and which is to come, and from the seven Spirits which are before His throne, 

f. Some other natural divisions in the word of Yahuwah
  The below outlines some other divisions, some obvious, some not, in the word Yahuwah. What happens at these divisions is that some new part of Yahuwah's plan comes into effect, or the way He enforces His commandments is changed, or the way His people are organized is modified, etc. I'm sure that as you continue to study His written word, you will find more divisions that I may not have mentioned. Without understanding the reason for and the meaning of these divisions, it is doubtful that you will ever grasp the full import of Yahuwah's word, and therefore will not grow in grace the way He has commanded. This makes it very important to continue in obedience to His word. 2 Timotheos 2:15 gives the command.

Languages of the Scripture 

· 'Ibriy (Hebrew) scripture = B'ereshiyth (Genesis) to Mal'akiy (erroneously referred to as the Old Testament and has some Kasdiy [Aramaic] in it too) 

· Greek scripture = MattithYahuw to Revelation (erroneously referred to as the New Testament). 

Before Noach (Noah) 

· Creation - 'Elohiym creates the worlds and all it contains, including mankind (Genesis 1). Elohiym blesses the created man and woman and tells them to multiply and replenish the earth. 

· Diet – all cereal grains and fruits (Genesis 1:29) 

· 'Eden - The 'Elohiym Yahuwah makes the garden and places His creation, man, in it as a caretaker. - Genesis 2:7 

· The fall - Man sins. Yahuwah curses Adam, Chawwah (Eve), and Satan. First prophesy of Yahushua given. Genesis 3:14 -19 

· Patriarchs - The long-lived patriarchs were the leaders of the nation (for instance Methuwshelach [Methuselah] - 969 years at death) prior to Noach and the Deluge. 

· The Flood - Yahuwah regrets creating man and vows to destroy all but Noach and his immediate family (Wife, three sons and their wives) 

· Mankind has one language and attempts to reach the skies (heaven). Yahuwah confuses their language and disperses them throughout the earth. 

After Noach (Noah) 

· Diet – all cereal grains and fruits plus flesh is added (Genesis 6:3) 

· 'Abraham - The first covenant concerning the lineage of Yahushua is given 

· First "Captivity" - Yisra'el goes into Mitsrayim (Egypt) for 400 years 

· Exodus - Yahuwah delivers Yisra'el from Mitsrayim through His servant Mosheh (Moses) 

· Judges - Yisra'el had Judges as leaders of the nation. Yisra'el continued to sin and repent, sin and repent. 'Othniy'el (Othniel) was the first (Judges 3:9), and Shemuw'el (Samuel) was the last. 

· Kings - Yisra'el had kings as leaders of the nation. This was not what Yahuwah wanted them to do as He is the only king they ever needed, but because He gave them free will, He let them try it anyway (Everybody else had earthly kings and they wanted one too. Sha'uwl (Saul) was the first (Shemu’el 9:17) and Shelomoh (Solomon) the last to rule the combined kingdom). 

· Nation divided (1 Kings 12) - House of Yisra'el becomes the northern kingdom, the house of Yahudah (Judah) the southern kingdom. People of the House of Yahudah become known as the Yahudiym (Jews). See 2 Kings 16:6. 

· Yahushua - Birth, life, ministry. Old Covenant (Law of Mosheh) in effect until His death at Gulgoleth. 

· Yahushua - Death, burial, resurrection - Old Covenant (Law of Mosheh) put aside. New Covenant (Law of Grace) placed in effect. (Starts in MattithYahuw 27, Markos 15, Loukas 23, and Yahuchanan 19.) 

· Day of Pentecost - Fiftieth day after Passover (Acts 2). Grand opening of the assembly of Yahushua. 

· Paulos - Conversion and start of ministry (Acts 9). All the Pauline epistles written. 

· Conversion of Cornelius - Conversion and immersion (baptism) of first heathen (Gentile) convert. (Acts 10) 

· Revelation - End of society as we know it, the beast reigns supreme for awhile, battle of Yeruwshalaim (Jerusalem) staged out of Har-Meggidown, then the millennial reign of Yahushua on this earth, Satan released from pit and attempts another battle which doesn't work either, final judgment and destruction of this world and its inhabitants. New Yeruwshalaim comes down to the New Earth out of the New Sky. The saints are with the Yahushua forever. 

Section 6. - On Versions of Scripture
  For those who say the scripture is the inerrant word of our 'Elohiym, they should be asked which version of Scripture they are talking about. If they mean the original writings by those who were inspired by our 'Elohiym to write them, then they are one hundred per cent correct. If they say the King James Version, or New International Version, or any other version, then they should be asked to prayerfully reconsider their attitude to see if it has any basis in truth. If they still insist that their opinion is the only one that is possibly correct, then they need someone to pray that peradventure our 'Elohiym will lift the veil from their eyes so that they will see the truth.
  Below is a statement I made some time ago that was questioned by one of my correspondents. I include the response I made to him as, so far as I am concerned, it sums up the whole version controversy.

The Statement
  Of the modern versions of scripture with which I have some experience, and with the exception of the New King James Version, the Greek portions of all are translated from the corrupt Greek manuscripts of Hort and Westcott or derivations of those manuscripts. These men (Hort and Westcott) were the driving human forces behind the first modern translation, called The Revised Version, which was commissioned in 1871 and published in 1881. Using these corrupt manuscript sources, so far as I am concerned, puts the versions in the corrupt status deserving of those manuscripts.

The Question
  Explain to me briefly how you learned of the corruption of the manuscripts of Hort and Westcott and what exactly do you mean by "corrupt" in this context? Do you 'value' this corruption as apostasy, or as simple human error/misjudgment? 

The Response
  Many years ago and very early in my studies I discovered that all of the scripture versions that I had showed disagreement with other versions in certain areas and in some cases flatly disagreed with other versions. This was most apparent when I was attending a wannabe Christian assembly and the preacher would be reading from his NIV and I was reading from my KJV. Some of the things he read just weren't in my version and some of the things that were in my version weren't in his. Asking the preacher about this did no good. He just brushed it off as "personal preference" and made statements to the effect that all versions were okay. I also made the discovery that some of these disagreements between versions were not just differences in rendering during translation, but were actually differences in the underlying texts. This of course piqued my curiosity so I started looking for the reason for the disagreements. I found that the preacher didn't know his head from a hole in the ground, and needless to say, I was very disappointed in this guy. I decided that if I wanted to know the truth, I was going to have to seek it out for myself being very careful with any information that I gained from other people. This decision has proven to be as valid today as it was when I first made it well over thirty years ago.

  One of the most apparent things that I noticed was that in some versions there were marginal notations at certain passages that disclaimed the text as "probably not in the original", or "according to older manuscripts", etc., and this statement was based upon the translators use of theoretically "older" manuscripts than those of the Textus Receptus. The "older manuscripts" referred to by those notations were the ones used by Hort and Westcott. 

  From the proofs that have been offered as the basis for the manuscripts of Hort and Westcott being the older ones and therefore more nearly the true, I have seen nothing to convince me that it's the truth. You have heard politicians and others "prove" something by alluding to an unproved "fact" briefly in the beginning of a speech and then referring back to their previous statements of "fact" as the proof of what they are now saying? Same thing. Invalid assumptions pile up upon invalid assumption until the whole pile falls of its own weight and there has still been no solid piece of evidential proof given.

  One of the best known of the marginal notations of which I speak is at Markos 16:9-20. This whole passage is excluded from the versions that have sprung from the Hort-Westcott Greek (unless it is included with the marginal notation disclaimer). Yet out of 620 known Greek manuscripts that contain the book of Markos, 618 have this passage and 2 do not. The two that do not are the Vaticanus and the Sinaiticus, which are the foundation for the Hort-Westcott Greek texts and also from which come the Nestle's Greek. The reasons behind this passage not being in the corrupt manuscripts are interesting in itself. 

  The Vaticanus MSS, as can be guessed from its name, was found in the Vatican Library and had been there and unpublished for centuries. It was looked upon by the clerics of the library as an incomplete and invalid manuscript and was kept only because of its possible value for comparison studies.

  The Sinaiticus MSS was discovered IN THE GARBAGE CAN of the Saint Catherine's monastery at the foot of what is called Mount Sinai. It was being discarded due to the many strike-throughs, erasures, deletions, additions, and other errors that were known to the Catholic clerics there. They considered it to be invalid and useless enough to be totally invalid and were discarding it.

  Here I will flatly state that Hort and Westcott were agents of Satan who knowingly and deliberately apostatized the Scripture to steer mankind away from the truths of the word of Yahuwah and in so doing, cause mankind to disbelieve the correct doctrine. Their life stories before and after their translation was released support my contentions of their motivations. A more detailed look at the complete story surrounding the discovery of the supposed older manuscripts is contained in the books listed in the bibliography.1, 2 

  The major doctrines that are changed or denied by the Hort-Westcott versions are those of the deity of Yahushua. They also removed certain passages concerning the three manifestations of Yahuwah that they were not happy about. I know that the word "trinity" (discussed in Chapter 07) is not to be found in any version of the Scripture, but the concept of Yahuwah the Father, Yahuwah the Son, and Yahuwah the Sacred Spirit is seen in all of them. Where possible, the Hort-Westcott versions have edited out this concept, such as in 1 Yahuchanan (John) 5:7-8 (below) and they have modified the wording or deleted too many passages to list in order to deny the deity of Yahushua. 

  1 Yahuchanan 5:7-8 is one of the most obvious places of confirmation of the one 'Elohiym in three manifestations and therefore was not acceptable to those guys. There are many other additions and deletions when these versions are compared to the KJV too. The magnitude of these variations causes the books to be so different that something is obviously wrong. Either the Textus Receptus is the word of Yahuwah or the Hort-Westcott texts are the word of Yahuwah. They both cannot be because of the many striking doctrinal differences in the two. Some of the translational vernacular in the modern versions is superior to that found in the KJV, but only where they agree dynamically with the Textus Receptus.

  This is kind of like asking which 'church' is really "Christian" since they hold so many and doctrinal disagreements. The Roman Catholic, the Mormon, the Baptist, the Methodist, the Jehovah's Witness, etc. cannot all be the "true church" since they all disagree about some of the most basic doctrines and the Spirit is unity, with ALL of the adherents of Yahushua believing and saying basically the SAME thing. So how do you decide which one is the true assembly? They will all tell you that they are it, but by their actions when compared with His word, no matter which version you look at, you can see that none of them are. They all obey Yahuwah to some extent, but none of them obey Him completely.

  Many people have taken the time to sit down and compare the different versions to point out these many additions and deletions to which I have alluded. Some of the books have pretty good references as to their sources and are completely credible. 1, 2 I will warn you that if you obtain these books or others like them that you must be aware of and beware of some of the denominational doctrines that are to be found in them. Most of these authors have their own denominational axes to grind and they on occasion take liberties with some of the information they present. Still their references and many of the comparisons they show are invaluable to seekers of the truth. But I still strongly recommend that you check out for yourself what these authors are saying as I have found some shaky areas in their theology. This same caution is true of any books by any author that I may suggest as a further study.

  For your edification, I have included four versions of 1 Yahuchanan 5:7-8 below. Both the KJV (King James Version) and the NKJV (New King James Version) are from the Textus Receptus and the other two are from Hort and Westcott originated manuscripts. The RSV (Revised Standard Version) of course you know about, and the NIV (New International Version) is from the Nestle's Greek that also derives from Hort-Westcott. Most other versions use either the NIV or the RSV rendering presented here.

· 1 Yahuchanan 5:7-8 (KJV - Textus Receptus) - For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. {8} And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. 

· 1 Yahuchanan 5:7-8 (NKJV - Textus Receptus) - For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. {8} And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one. 

· 1 Yahuchanan 5:7-8 (RSV - Hort/Westcott) - And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is the truth. {8} There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree. 

· 1 Yahuchanan 5:7-8 (NIV - Nestle's Greek) - For there are three that testify: {8} the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 

  Please do not misunderstand me. I am most certainly NOT a KJV-onlyist. The KJV has many translational errors of which I will not go into right now, but when you are aware that these errors are there, it should make you more careful to really study for yourself to see what was said in the underlying language.

Section 7. - Some KJV Obvious Errors and KJV Onlyism
a. The King James Version
  Many defenders of the so-called Authorized Version of the Scripture, also referred to as the King James Version (KJV) and the 1611 Version, will vigorously attack any other version regardless of sources or the relative accuracy of the translation. While their enthusiasm and dedication are admired, their motives often are suspect. To make a statement that a version is an inspired translation, while knowing that there are translational errors in that version, is to say that Yahuwah is known to make mistakes. This cannot be. Yahuwah makes no mistakes. Man is often just too dimwitted to understand that.

· Yasha’Yahuw (Isaiah) 55:8 - For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, said Yahuwah. 

  Please keep in mind that I use the KJV a lot because the Greek manuscripts used are those of the Textus Receptus ('Ibriy and Greek forms) and because of James Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of that version. The concordance is a very useful tool and makes it much easier for me to find and research various words and their rendering in any other version. But, I am aware of some renderings in it that cast serious doubt about it being an inspired translation.

  For instance, the original translation of the Authorized Version contained the apocrypha which is now generally known and agreed to NOT be inspired scripture. If the KJV was inspired would those books have been included? If the KJV was inspired then why was it altered by the removal of those books? I believe that most people would agree with me that if there is just ONE provable error in the rendering of any version, the possibility of it being inspired by the One who makes no mistakes is lost.

  Here is one very obvious and provable error from the KJV. There are many, many more errors that I could show you, but this one will suffice to eliminate its possibility as a divinely inspired translation.

· Acts 12:4 (KJV) - And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. 

  Strong’s has this to say about the word rendered as Easter in this verse.

  G3957. pascha (pas'-khah) - of Kasdiy origin [compare H6453]; the Passover (the meal, the day, and the festival or the special sacrifices connected with it)

  As you can see, pascha should have been translated as Passover. The other twenty-eight times this word appears in the Greek text it is so rendered. There are many other examples like this, but this one will suffice. (How many white crows do you have to see before you'll believe that not all crows are black?) Keep in mind that while this one error shows that the KJV is not an inspired translation, it also shows that the underlying document (the Textus Receptus) is correct. 

  Of the modern and popular versions of which I am aware, with the exception of the New King James Version (NKJV), all are translated from the corrupt manuscripts of Hort and Westcott, who were the driving human forces behind the first modern translation, called The Revised Version (RV), which was commissioned in 1871, and published in 1881. Using these corrupt manuscript sources, so far as I am concerned, puts the versions in the corrupt status deserving of those corrupt manuscripts. 

  The Sinaiticus and Vaticanus manuscripts are sometimes referred to as Alexandrian Manuscripts, as they are in the style of Origen, the Bishop of Alexandria, Mitsrayim (Egypt), who made a mockery of the written Word of Yahuwah. These are the manuscripts used by Westcott and Hort to "revise" the original Greek of the scriptures, and also are the basis for the modern Aland/Nestle Greek Texts. All are perverted, corrupt, and lead to apostate versions of the scripture when they are translated. The manuscripts that come from the sources of Mitsrayim show these characteristics today. They are corrupt and will enslave people who are earnestly seeking to know Yahuwah. Beware of all versions that come from them.

  There are other versions coming into circulation that claim to be from ancient 'Ibriy and Kasdiy ('Aramaic) versions. I have not yet seen or studied any of these versions and so cannot speak about their accuracy or lack of it.

NOTE:
  The alternative renderings of various verses that are shown in the margins of the New King James Version are from the Nestle's Greek, which is a direct descendant of the Hort/Westcott manuscripts derived from the corrupt Sinaiticus and Vaticanus Manuscripts. Beware of them.

b.Conclusion
  While the KJV has the archaic language dreaded by so many people, and the NKJV goes a long way toward correcting that problem, neither version is inspired, and therefore neither is error free. Care MUST ALWAYS be taken to check and double check the manner in which words, phrases, and names are rendered regardless of the version that you are using. Even though I know absolutely that there is no inspired translation in existence, I will still recommend the King James Version as the most reliable version as long as the underlying words are checked and until the newer translations are proven.

CHAPTER II 
THE LAW OF OUR CREATOR

Section 1. - What Law?
  If asked, many "church-going" and supposedly "God fearing" people will tell you that they believe the Ten Commandments are the "law of God" and that we are supposed to be living by them today. Sometimes these commandments are even posted in their "church" buildings on fancy scrolled tablets. When pressed about some of the items of their faith that don’t adhere those commandments, however, they will also just as adamantly say that the "Mosaic Law" was "nailed to the cross" when Yahushua was impaled and the Ten Commandments are part of that "Mosaic Law." This is usually in response to the question about the fourth commandment and why they observe the "venerable day of the Sun" as a day of worship in the same manner as do the sun-worshipping pagans. They will tell you that the first day of the week is the "Christian Shabbath" and therefore the correct day of worship, even though the fourth commandment plainly states and commands the seventh day and even gives the reason for its establishment. Even with that denial of the seventh day they still say that they believe the Ten Commandments are valid. How confusing! 

  Well it can’t be both ways. Either those commandments are part of the Law of Mosheh’ (Moses) and therefore are NOT valid today, or they are NOT part of that law and ARE valid today. 

  So which is it? Who has the authority to say? Can we find the answers to these questions? All questions concerning the scripture can be answered ONLY from the scripture. The ONLY authority that can answer any questions of scripture is scripture. You may find some extra-scriptural writings that support scripture and even some that attempt to deny it, but they are not proof as such. And if it is a true doctrine, scripture will say it more than once. 

  If you believe that the scripture is the inspired word of our ‘Elohiym then you must be willing to believe what it says. ALL OF IT! If you are going to treat it any other way, then you must discard it as not being inspired and therefore not being worthy of belief. If you can’t believe it ALL, you cannot believe any of it. 

  In order to get a correct scriptural answer to a scriptural question, you must realize that scripture confirms scripture, and when it confirms itself the correct context will also be easy to determine and it is through this means that its authority is made evident. If you read some little tidbit over here, for instance, that you don’t understand, don’t build some theory on what you think it means and try to put that theory into practice as doctrine unless you can find that same tidbit over there too. If you use unsupported tidbits of scripture to develop your doctrines then you are doing what the scribes and Par’osh (Pharisees) did. You are trying to make the doctrines of man supplant the commandments of Yahuwah. 

  What you must do is find other scripture that confirms and supports what you read in the first instance, and if you do, it will expand and explain the first passage. This is exactly what will happen when you open yourself to the Spirit and let Him be your guide in scripture study. When you begin to do this, you will be amazed at the things you THOUGHT you knew about the scripture that are not really there and to discover some things that you THOUGHT were wrong that really are there. You will begin to see what Yahuwah’s plan really is instead of what some man has decided Yahuwah’s plan should be. You will learn what Yahuwah’s will is for you instead of what some man has told you it is. You will learn that you must come to Him on His terms and not yours.

  You will also learn that what people commonly call the "Old Testament" in fact is not. As explained in Chapter One the "Old Testament" is Yahuwah’s system of law that should be referred to as the Old Covenant that He gave to Mosheh’ for Yisra’el. This of course happened at Mount Siynay (Sinai) or Choreb [Horeb] (which means the mountains of Siynay) during the exodus from Mitsrayim (Egypt). So therefore the "Old Testament" is NOT the collection of books of ‘Ibriy (Hebrew) scripture just as the "New Testament" is NOT the collection of writings from MattithYahuw (Matthew) to Revelation. You will also begin to understand that the New Covenant is the restored dispensation of Yahuwah’s Eternal Law that applies to us and it fully superseded the Old Covenant to stand alone with faith at the death of Yahushua. 

  The "New Covenant" is a renewal of those laws of the Ten Commandments in a format of obedience from the heart instead of obedience to the written ordinances of the law of Mosheh plus the Ten Words. As you read the scriptural accounts of the giving of the old law, pay very close attention to the people to whom it was given. You will see that it is always directed at Yisra’el. Likewise, every time the coming of the new law is proclaimed, it too is aimed at Yisra’el. If we plan on being partakers of the kingdom, we "Gentiles" must be "grafted in" to Yisra’el and become one with that nation or we will always be on the outside looking in. That is NOT the place we need to be.

___________________________________________

Section 2. - The Ten Commandments
  In scripture the Ten Commandments are consistently stated as being the law of Yahuwah, while the book of the law, which also contains all of the various ritual and ceremonial laws, is consistently called the law of Mosheh. The Ten Commandments were written on tablets of stone at first, but now under the new dispensation of Yahuwah, they are written on the tablets of our hearts as the law of Grace. 

  We as children of Yahuwah are bound by these laws of Yahuwah, except as they are modified by Yahuwah Himself (See YirmeYahuw 31:29-30) as they are what make up the Royal Law also. The first five written commandments are covered in "You shall love Yahuwah your ‘Elohiym with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength." The last five are covered by "Love your neighbor as yourself." Remember that NO ONE has the authority to change a law or commandment of Yahuwah except Yahuwah Himself. 

  For those people who can’t seem to get it straight whether or not to obey the Ten Commandments here is what scripture itself says about it.

· Ya’aqob (James) 1:5-8 - If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of Yahuwah that gives to all liberally, and does not upbraid, and it shall be given him. {6} But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavers is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. {7} For that man must not think that he shall receive any thing of Master. {8} A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

___________________________________________

  For any who do not obey Yahuwah, but instead obey the doctrines and traditions of man,

· MattithYahuw 15:3-9 - But he answered and said to them, "Why do you also transgress the commandment of ‘Elohiym by your tradition? {4} For Yahuwah commanded, saying, Honor your father and mother, and, He that curses father or mother, let him die the death. {5} But you say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever you might be profited by me, {6} and does not honor his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus you have made the commandment of Yahuwah of no effect by your tradition. {7} You hypocrites, well did Yasha’Yahuw (Isaiah) prophesy of you saying, {8} "This people draws near to me with their mouth and honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. {9} But in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." 

___________________________________________

  Here is what Yahushua had to say about obedience to the ten:

· MattithYahuw 5:17-19 - Do not think that I have come to destroy the law or the prophets. I have not come to destroy, but to make it abound. {18} For of a truth I say to you, until the sky and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law until everything has come to pass. {19} Whoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of the sky. But whoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of the sky. 

· MattithYahuw 19:17 - And he said to him, "Why call you me good? There is none good but one, that is, Yahuwah. But if you will enter into life, keep the commandments." 

___________________________________________

  Obviously, what Yahushua is speaking of below in verse 40 are the Ten Commandments. Note that the first five of the original Ten Commandments are included in what He says in verse 37. The rest of them are covered in verse 39.

· MattithYahuw 22:36-40 - Master, which is the great commandment in the law? {37} Yahushua said to him, "You shall love Yahuwah your ‘Elohiym with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. {38} This is the first and great commandment. {39} And the second is like it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself. {40} On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." (Also see Markos 12:28-31) 

___________________________________________

Then He speaks of the Ten Commandments, period.

· Markos 10:19 - You know the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honor your father and mother. (Also see Loukas 18:20) 

· Yahuchanan 14:15 - If you love me, keep my commandments. 

___________________________________________

  This is what Yahushua has to say about His NEW commandments, and all of "new" commandments were really just a restatement of the original ten.

· Yahuchanan 13:34 - A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another. As I have loved you, that you also love one another. 

· Yahuchanan 14:21 - He that has my commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loves me, and he that loves me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him. 

· Yahuchanan 15:10 - If you keep my commandments you shall abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 

· Yahuchanan 15:12 - This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

___________________________________________

  Without a speed limit, no one can ever be guilty of speeding. Without a law, no one can ever be guilty of being a lawbreaker. Without the knowledge of the commandments of Yahuwah, we cannot sin and therefore we would not need Yahushua and His sacrifice, as we could not be sinners, as sin is the transgression of Yahuwah’s law.

· Rhomaios 7:8-13 - But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. {9} For I was alive without the law once. But when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. {10} And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be to death. {11} For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. {12} Wherefore the law is morally pure and the commandment morally pure, and just, and good. {13} Was that then which is good made death to me? Yahuwah forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good, that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 

___________________________________________

  Paulos also talks directly about observing the commandments, and you should be aware that all of his knowledge of Yahushua came by revelation from Yahushua Himself! Remember also that these epistles were to non-Yahudiy people, so he was not telling them something they already knew, but something that they had not heard until Yahushua was preached to them.

· Rhomaios 13:9 - For this, You shall not commit adultery. You shall not murder. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness. You shall not covet. And if there is any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, You shall love your neighbor as thyself. 

· Rhomaios 16:26 - But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting ‘Elohiym, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith, 

  1 Korinthios 7:19 - Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of Yahuwah. 

· Ephesios 6:2 - Honor your father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise, 

___________________________________________

  To sum it up there are many verses and passages of scripture that plainly state that Yahuwah expects, no DEMANDS that we obey His commandments. There are those who will claim that those verses and passages are not speaking of the Ten Commandments, but if that is true, just what commandments are being spoken of? Do you know of any besides the Ten that He has been so adamant about keeping faithfully? 

  A few of the referenced scriptural verses and passages are listed below for your edification.

1 Yahuchanan (John) 2:3-4
1 Yahuchanan 2:7-81 
1 Yahuchanan 3:22-24
1 Yahuchanan 5:2-3
Revelation 12:17
Revelation 14:12
Revelation 22:14 

___________________________________________

  If you are wondering what the big deal is all about, read the entire twenty-fourth chapter of Yasha’Yahuw (Isaiah). There you will see that after the children of obedience are removed from this earth that Yahuwah is going destroy it earth totally for the transgressions of the people on it. He will cause it to "reel to and fro," and "turn it upside down" because:

· Yasha’Yahuw 24:5 - The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. 

  Transgressing His law is violating the ten commandments. Changing the ordinance is observing "Sunday" as the "Shabbath of Yahuwah." The everlasting covenant is the observance of the seventh day shabbath (Exodus 31:16, where perpetual is "owlam," which means everlasting).

Section 3. - Testaments and Covenants
  The English word covenant as found in scripture that relates to the dispensations of Yahuwah's laws are translated from the ‘Ibriy word beriyth and Greek word diatheke. They both mean the same thing in both languages (a contract, or agreement between two or more parties) and are interchangeable with one another, even though the Greek word diatheke can also be rendered as testament, meaning a devisory will for disposition of property. 

  Prior to the law of Mosheh being given, Yahuwah made several covenants with various people, such as Noach (Noah), ‘Abraham (Abraham), Yitschaq (Isaac), Ya’aqob (Jacob), etc. Some of these covenants were much older than the law of Mosheh, and could reasonably be called old covenants. In the scripture, whenever the phrase "old testament" is used, it always refers to the old covenant Law of Mosheh. The common belief that the Old Covenant or "Testament" is all of the ‘Ibriy scripture is therefore in error, and can do nothing but lead to more error in the person who is trying to learn of the word of Yahuwah. 

  The law of Mosheh was in effect until Yahushua died as He showed throughout the Gospels by telling people such things as to "show themselves to the temple official (kohen) as says the law of Mosheh." As the Lawgiver Himself, He also obeyed the law of Mosheh. (The laws that He was always being accused of violating were not those of the Law of Mosheh, all of which at that time were valid, but those of the "oral Torah" or the laws of rabbinical tradition which were not valid.) Therefore all of the Greek scripture cannot be the New Covenant. This error also leads to confusion and lack of understanding of the word of Yahuwah.

  The easiest way to understand this is that all of the law of Yahuwah, both the old and the new covenants, plus all other covenants that Yahuwah made with various people, are contained in scripture, but the scripture itself is not the covenants. The scripture then is a collection of the books and letters written by men inspired of Yahuwah to write them. In these books and letters will be found His law. Included in these books are the law, the prophets, the writings which lead up to Yahushua, and then the writings of the apostles and others subsequent to His arrival which is referred to here as the "Messianic Scripture."

Section 4. - Separating the Systems of Law
  So now you know that the "Old Testament" is a system of law, called the Law of Mosheh, given by our Creator to the people of Yisra’el through Mosheh and that it contains all of the ceremonial, ritual, and civil statutes. It became of force at Exodus 24:8 when Mosheh sprinkled the people and the book (of the law) with the blood of bulls and goats. It ceased when Yahushua shed His blood at Gulgoleth. At that point, the New Covenant became of force. This is a very critical concept to understanding scripture. If someone does not understand this particular natural division in scripture, chances are that it will lead to much greater, and maybe even fatal, misunderstandings of the remainder of scripture. 

a. Old Covenant Fulfilled New Covenant in Force
  Below is a synopsis of the location of the various law as Yahuwah put it into force. The first section is the everlasting law of Yahuwah and is always incorporated into the other systems of law.

The Law of Yahuwah 

· Exodus 19:5 -  This is where in the scripture that the written covenant that their ‘Elohiym and our ‘Elohiym, Yahuwah, was to make with the people of Yisra’el was first mentioned.

· Exodus 20:1-17 -  The listing of the laws of the everlasting covenant, as it was delivered to the people by Yahuwah Himself. This covenant was what Yahuwah required BEFORE He led the people of Yisra’el out of Mitsrayim (Egypt). The fourth commandment even starts with the word "remember." You can only remember what has already been in existence, not something that is being put in place right now (See Iyowb [Job] 22:22 – written probably around 1520 BCE). The One who gave this set of commandments is also the only One with the authority to modify any of them. This He said He was going to do when He made a new covenant with the people. (YirmeYahuw [Jeremiah] 31:29-30) The commandment that He modified is Exodus 20:5. The fourth commandment has NEVER been modified by the Lawgiver.

Law of Mosheh (Moses)

· Exodus 20:22 -  Yahuwah starts telling Mosheh the requirements of His statues and laws. This is the "Law of Carnal Ordinances" that was nailed to the post of Yahushua. The whole of this covenant is composed of several hundred commandments. This is the "old law" that came into force when Mosheh (Moses) sprinkled the people and the book with the blood of goats and bulls. (See ‘Ibriy [Hebrews] 9:18-23.) Also see 1 Kings 2:3; 2 Chronicles 30:16; Yahuchanan 1:17, Acts 15:5, etc.

Law of Grace Foreseen

· YirmeYahuw 31:31-33 -  Several passages in the ‘Ibriy scriptures define the new covenant that Yahuwah had in mind for His people. Fortunately, part of the change was including non-’Ibriy people in the covenant. This new covenant and the people with whom it would be are both very well defined. Also, there can be no doubt about when this new covenant would be placed in force.

Law Fulfillment

· MattithYahuw (Matthew) 5:17-18, Loukas 16:17 -  Two sets of laws cannot be in force at the same time, or total confusion would reign. You would love the one and hate the other, as Yahushua said on this subject. So before the new could be placed in effect, the old had to be moved to its proper place.
  Some areas of study to see that will be found in MattithYahuw 16:21, 17:22, 20:18, Markos 8:31, and Loukas 9:22, 18:31, 24:44. The new law is now in force and this is how it happened.

Law of Grace (New Law)

· MattithYahuw 22:40 -  These two laws may look like an over simplification of all the other laws, but you’ll find as you try to be in obedience, that it will be the toughest thing in this life that you have ever tried to do. They are also referred to as the "Royal Law."

Some verifications of the new law.

· Rhomaios 9:4, ‘Ibriy 8:ALL, 9:14-15, 12:24, Kolossia 2:14 

  You will find that the listed scripture shows quite well the intent of the old and new law, and in fact the new has superseded the old. After you have studied these and other scriptures with an open mind, you will come to that same conclusion.

b. Some Thoughts
  No matter what "religion" you were raised in, even if that religion was no religion, because you are living right now (as evidenced by you reading this book), you know Yahuwah’s law. More likely than not, your tenets and beliefs about Yahuwah’s law have been directed and influenced by someone who you have great admiration and respect for, such as your parents, or your local pastor. More likely than not, they got theirs the same way. Examine what you know of their lives in respect to the word of our ‘Elohiym. Do they actually try to live by it? Or do they attend services because they were supposed to, and then do whatever they wanted after? Do they exhibit the fruits of the Spirit? If you follow their patterns, will you be in obedience to the word of Yahuwah?

  The major tenet that you must recognize is that you are responsible for yourself. You must work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. If you allow some mortal person to shape your beliefs, then you deserve what you get. If you allow the word of Yahuwah to shape your beliefs, again you deserve what you get. The difference in these two situations is what you get. On the one hand, you’ll find yourself obeying some man who dares to believe that his commandments are equal to or better than the doctrines of Yahuwah, because the "church" has to change with the times. On the other hand, you’ll find yourself obeying the unchanging law of Yahuwah.

  We are told by Yahuwah in His word to study to show ourselves approved to Yahuwah, and that is no joke. The only way we’ll ever have a clue as to whether that preacher lied to us or told us the truth is to read and study it for ourselves. If the blind lead the blind, they both shall fall into the ditch.

  Listen carefully the next time you hear someone talk about Yahuwah’s law. Are they talking about the law that is in force today and is intended for all mankind? Or the law that was in force for Yisra’el until Yahushua took it out of the way by nailing it to His post? Or maybe even some law that Yahuwah is not even a part of? It is your decision. It is your relationship with Yahuwah. Choose your path and walk in it. It is hoped that you make the right choice, and that the choice is supported in Yahuwah’s word. If that is the case, you will start to grow spiritually as fast as you can handle it, because that is what happens when you make the right choice.

Section 5. - Man’s Law and the Child of Yahuwah 

· 1 kEPH 2:11-19 - Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts that war against the soul. Having your behavior honest among the heathen that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works which they shall behold, magnify Yahuwah in the day of visitation. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Master’s sake, whether it be to the king, as supreme, or to governors as to them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of Yahuwah that with well doing you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. As free and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of Yahuwah. 

  As children of Yahuwah we are duty bound to not give those outside the Body of Yahushua reason to speak against Him, His law, or us as His earthly representatives. People who do not submit themselves to Yahuwah will most certainly make remarks and speak against those who do. We just cannot give them valid reasons to do so. Never fear, in due time, the Master will recompense to them the just rewards of their actions.

  All of us who LOVE and OBEY the Yahuwah must also obey man-made law, no matter how silly or invalid it may seem to us, as long as it does not conflict with Yahuwah’s Law. When you "submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Master’s sake" you are doing the will of Yahuwah. Period! When you do not submit yourselves to these same ordinances, you are committing sin (transgression of Yahuwah’s Law), by disobeying Yahuwah. Period!

  There are many common areas of disobedience that so called Christians never consider as sin, but are as much sin as is idolatry, theft, fornication, or other easily recognizable sins. To show how easy it is to be in disobedience without ever considering it as disobedience to Yahuwah, I have listed below some common traffic violations that are regularly observed being committed by the drivers of their "church" vans and busses and the drivers of vehicles with plates stating that the driver is a "Christian.". These drivers of course are otherwise obedient "church goers" and it is certain that few in their congregations think they are doing anything wrong. After all, everybody does it. 

· Exceeding the speed limits set by man for the roads on which you drive. 

· Not coming to a complete stop at stop signs or red lights. 

· Failure to signal turns. 

· Weaving in and out of traffic in a futile attempt to "get to the head of the line." 

  This is advertising to the whole world that the driver is a scofflaw no matter what he says. If he scoffs at man-made laws that are made for the safety of the general public, how much more is he going to scoff at the laws of Yahuwah that are made for his personal benefit? 

  I have heard people make comments about the credibility of the driver who is advertising his supposed affiliation with haMashiach and yet is still violating these simple traffic laws. Needless to say, what I heard was NOT complimentary, either to the driver OR to our ‘Elohiym. That is bringing discredit and shame to the name of our Creator in violation of the second commandment.

  It is up to us to turn this around and help our Brothers and Sisters in Yahushua to think about what they are doing. You can set the example for them by choosing to obey the Word of Yahuwah yourself. Think about what you are doing at all times and think about how what you are doing looks like to those who see you. Are your actions bringing honor to the name of our ‘Elohiym? Or are they bringing ridicule and dishonor? No matter how silly you may think a law is, if you really love the Him, you will submit yourself to it, because it is His will that you do so, so that you will present the correct example to those who are not believers.

  Oh! By the way! The child of Yahuwah will hearken to the above passage only out of love for our Sovereign, and not because he is afraid of man’s consequences for breaking man’s law.

 

CHAPTER III

THE SHABBATH

Section 1. - Which Day?
a. Christian Sabbath or Yahudiy Shabbath?
  It seems that just about everybody that calls themselves Christian agree that a day called the shabbath (NOT Sabbath) is the day on which we are supposed to be worshipping our Creator. Some even agree or affirm that we should also rest on that day and not do any work. Of course, what each of them defines as work varies quite a bit, just as the doctrines of their particular faith vary so much from other so-called Christian faiths. So what they wind up with is what they think is right instead of what scripture actually says is right.

  The word that is used incorrectly as Sabbath is from the ‘Ibriy word shabbath (shab-bawth’) – an intensive from the primary root shabat which means to repose), which literally and actually means a time out or intermission for a period of rest.

  Many people of this world, and especially those who call themselves "Christian," believe that the shabbath day is the day called Sunday. They affirm that the venerable day of the Sun (Sunday) is the "Christian Sabbath" without knowing how it came to be called that and they affirm that Saturn’s-day (Saturday) is the "Jewish Sabbath" without understanding that either. Neither of these concepts are found in scripture, yet they also claim to believe that the scripture they call the "bible" is the inspired word of their ‘Elohiym whom they call "God" or "Lord." They further profess that they follow all that is in that book. 

  Here is some word from that book. Let’s see who is willing to accept it and follow it. This is the ONLY authority for which day Our Creator chose as a day of rest.

· B’ereshiyth (Genesis) 2:2-3 - And on the seventh day ‘Elohiym ended his work which he had made and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. {3} And ‘Elohiym blessed the seventh day and sanctified it because that in it he had rested from all his work which ‘Elohiym created and made. 

  So which day does scripture say that He blessed and sanctified? It certainly was NOT the first day of the week, of which Sunday is a PART. Also understand that the days of creation may or may not have been days of twenty-four hours. But that makes no difference to the subject matter at hand. If He says that He rested on the seventh day, we must believe that if it is a literal seventh day, we too must rest on that day as He instructed us elsewhere to do. If it was a day of some undetermined length, as so many would have us to believe, that’s okay too, because in His instructions elsewhere He plainly identifies the seventh day that He has set aside for the shabbath as being a twenty-four hour day in the seven day week. 

  In B'ereshiyth 2 (above) Mosheh wrote through the inspiration of the Sacred Spirit that Yahuwah rested on the seventh day. Later on, in Exodus 20 (the ten commandments), he wrote that Yahuwah had sanctified the seventh day as a day of rest for the sons of Yisra’el and they were to observe it perpetually (forever) as an everlasting (forever) covenant of rest for a memorial of His creation (Exodus 31:16-17). Keep in mind also that all physically non-Yisra’eliy people who have obeyed the gospel ARE "the sons of Yisra’el" and are therefore covered under this same statement (Ephesios 2:19). If you count yourself as a Christian, YOU are bound by this same word.

  In order to determine which day of the week this seventh day shabbath actually falls on, we must first understand that there are in fact TWO seven-day weeks in use in modern times. There is the secular seven-day week used by Sunday keepers and the rest of the world and there is the seven-day week enumerated in scripture. The secular seven-day week has days named after pagan "gods" and each of its days starts and ends at midnight. The scriptural seven-day week has days that are numbered sequentially and each of its days starts and ends at sundown. 

  These are the two completely different systems, even though they are similar in that both weeks are comprised of twenty-four hour days and consist of seven days that are in use in most nations of the world today. 

  Some "Christian faiths" try to be different yet and set "noon Saturday" to "noon Sunday" as the shabbath (their words). Their reasoning for this is that they say "noon" always occurs at the same time every day, whereas sundown occurs at different times. Even if they say that "noon" actually occurs when the sun is directly overhead, how is that different from using sundown that can also be calculated to a specific moment in time? And of course "noon" by the clock is seldom "noon" by the sun for the same reason that the daily sundown times differ, but that seems to have escaped their notice. There is absolutely zero scriptural support for this practice.

  Muslims, in the perversion of "Talmudic Judaism" that they call islam, have decreed that the sixth day is the correct day, and they observe it from sundown to sundown. They make the claim that Allah told Mosheh that the day of rest would be "Friday" but the Yisra'eliy disobeyed and observed the seventh day instead, so that's what Mosheh wrote in B'ereshiyth. How transparent is that satanic deception? And especially as Allah is another perversion and is in fact their old Arab "moon god" Al-Ilah!

  While most people think that "Sunday" is the last day of the week, and especially as it is the last day of the secular "weekend" with "Monday" being the first workday of the week, they are overlooking the fact that their modern (Gregorian) calendars invariably show the days of the week as starting on "Sunday" and going through "Saturday," which is confirmation that "Sunday" is the first day of the secular week and that "Saturday" is the secular seventh day of the week. (These calendars are correct in their alignment of the days with the exception of the time the day actually starts and ends and the names they use for those days.)

  In the creation account found in B'ereshiyth chapter one it is unsure that the days Yahuwah had numbered during the six days of creation were days of twenty-four hours, so therefore the length of the day He set aside as an intermission is not sure either. But the day He named in Exodus 20:8 assuredly is. Note that in the creation account the days were identified as "the evening and the morning was the . . . day," just as when Yahushua walked the earth, instead of the modern secular tradition of midnight to midnight. Also, the starting and ending at sundown aspect of each day is well documented throughout scripture.

  Modern man has perverted and changed this daily system as surely as he has perverted and changed everything else of Yahuwah and turned it to his own devices through the traditions of men. The perversion of the shabbath has been especially radical. This official perversion of Yahuwah’s day started with Constantine at the council of Nicea in 325 CE in order to appease and accommodate the pagans that were being recruited into the so-called "church" and was continued by the emerging "catholic church." 

  At the Council of Laodicea in 364 CE was passed Canon XXIX that says "Christians must not judaize by resting on the Sabbath, but must work on that day, rather honoring the Lord’s Day; and, if they can, resting then as Christians. But if any shall be found to be judaizers, let them be anathema from Christ." Of course this edict was considered to be binding on the whole "Christian" world, but most Christians continued to observe both days out of confusion and fear of the consequences of disobeying the "church." 1, 2 

  Also take note that the "Lord’s Day" in this canon was specified as being a different day than the true shabbath. This "Lord" whose title is on that day is NOT Yahuwah or Yahushua either. The pagans, including Constantine, had been calling the first day of the week the "Lord’s Day" for many years before Yahushua. As sun-worshippers, by "Lord" they meant the sun. This is still seen in "Easter Sunday" sunrise services, praying toward the East, and pagan practices as that which are still common practices in so-called "Christian Churches" today.

  The pagans used the first day as the day of worship for their deity, the star we call the Sun. Those "Christian" faiths that observe the first day of the week, Sun-day, or the venerable day of the Sun as the pagans called it, as the shabbath are but obeying the pagan pope of the pagan Roman Catholic Church, instead of the Creator of the universe.

  Regardless of the claims of the many religious groups who assert that they are worshipping Yahuwah, the Father of Yahushua haMashiach and us all, by attending the "church of their choice" on Sunday because that is the so-called "Christian Sabbath" and therefore the shabbath day of Yahuwah, there is no scriptural support for their modification of the shabbath from the seventh day of the week to the first day of the week. All of the changes have been secular with support for the change dreamed up and added after the fact.3 (See Appendix D)

· Markos 2:27-28 - And he said unto them, "The shabbath was made for man, and not man for the shabbath. Therefore the Son of man is Master also of the shabbath." 

  The Greek word used in the above verse is sabbaton (sab’-bat-on) and it is derived from the ‘Ibriy word shabbath. It means the same thing here that it means whenever the shabbath is mentioned elsewhere in scripture. It is the shabbath or day of weekly repose from secular avocations (also the observance or institution itself) and by extension a sevennight (i.e. the interval between two shabbaths) and likewise the plural in all the above applications.

  If you believe that the Ten Commandments embody the requirements of Yahuwah for all of us to live by, read all of the fourth commandment carefully (Exodus 20:8-11), and then obey it.

  A word of caution! The Ten Commandments actually start and were in force before the Law of Mosheh was given. Many people get these commandments confused with that law, which is not binding on the followers of Yahushua. So beware of those who will tell you that the Ten Commandments are part of the Law of Mosheh for they are not. (See Chapter One.) Even if they were, however, the principles are the law of Yahuwah and are binding on everyone everywhere. All of these ten are stated elsewhere, including the Greek scriptures, and are shown to be the will of Yahuwah.

  Note that in many places where the people of Yisra’el got into trouble with Yahuwah it was for disregarding and profaning His shabbath. We are doing the same thing today and can expect to receive no better than did the Yisra’eliy who treated the day of Yahuwah with so little esteem.

· NechemYahuw (Nehemiah) 13:17-18 - Then I contended with the nobles of Yahudah and said to them, "What evil thing is this that you do in profaning the shabbath day? {18} Did your fathers not do the same and did not our ‘Elohiym bring all this evil upon us and upon this city? Yet you bring more wrath upon Yisra’el by profaning the shabbath. 

b. How Can We Tell Which Day it is?
  The only way to tell if the shabbath is the seventh day, the first day, or one day in seven, is to read and study scripture. You must look at it with a mind that is open to instruction and not with one that is closed by tradition and some "church" doctrine. Below are some scriptural observations concerning the shabbath and its observation. 

  Yahuwah declares THE seventh day as the shabbath (a day of rest) forever: 

· B'ereshiyth 2:2-3 - And on THE seventh day ‘Elohiym ended his work which he had made and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. {3} And ‘Elohiym blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it because that in it he had rested from all his work which ‘Elohiym created and made. 

The shabbath being observed before the Law of Mosheh was given: 

· Exodus 16:23 - And he said to them, "This is that which Yahuwah has said, Tomorrow is the rest of the sanctified shabbath to Yahuwah. Bake today what you will bake, boil what you will boil, and what remains over you lay up to be kept until the morning."

· Exodus 16:25 - And Mosheh said, "Eat that today, for today is a shabbath to Yahuwah. Today you shall not find it in the field. {26} Six days you shall gather it but on the seventh day, which is the shabbath, in it there shall be none."

· Exodus 16:29 - See? Because Yahuwah has given you the shabbath He therefore gives you on the sixth day the bread of two days. Every man stay in his place. Let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.

· NechemYahuw 9:14 - And made known to them your sanctified shabbath and commanded them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Mosheh your servant.

(Note that in NechemYahuw 9:14 (above) that it is said that Yahuwah MADE KNOWN His sanctified shabbath and THEN commanded precepts, etc.)

c. The Shabbath Observation Defined

· Exodus 20:8-11 - Remember the shabbath day to keep it sanctified. Six days shall you labor and do all your work, but THE seventh day is THE shabbath of Yahuwah your ‘Elohiym. In it you shall not do any work. You, nor your son, nor your daughter, your manservant, nor your maidservant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger that is within your gates. For in six days Yahuwah made the sky and earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested THE seventh day. Wherefore Yahuwah blessed the shabbath day and sanctified it. 

  Note the word THE as being emphasized in the passage quoted above (Exodus 20:8-11). I have emphasized the word for the following specific reason. In the ‘Ibriy language the word "ha" is the definite article, just as is the word "the" in English. The definite article identifies the subject as a specific item being discussed instead of something general. If we say "THE" car, we are talking about a specific automobile. If we say "A" car, any car may be the subject of the sentence. Every place in mistranslated scripture that the English phrases "the sabbath" and "the sabbath day" appear, it is rendered from the ‘Ibriy phrase "ha shabbath." Only one day is identified as "THE" shabbath and it is the last day in a sequence of seven days. So it is NOT "one day in seven," but a specific and same day each week that has been set aside for the purpose of rest and worship of our Creator.

d. Yahuwah Makes His Shabbath a Permanent Observance 

· Exodus 31:16 - Wherefore the sons of Yisra’el shall keep the shabbath, to observe the shabbath throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant. 

  We, if we are in the body of haMashiach, are the (sons) children of Yahuwah and are thereby the sons (children) of Yisra’el. (See Ephesios 2:11-22)

  Below are more examples of how Yahuwah felt about His shabbath and its observation. (One verse each from several books. There are many other verses and passages in each of these books that shows the requirement for observance of the seventh day as a day of rest).

Law of Mosheh 

· Leviticus 19:3 - You shall fear every man his mother and his father and keep my shabbaths. I am Yahuwah your ‘Elohiym. 

· Deuteronomy 5:14 - But the seventh day is the shabbath of Yahuwah your ‘Elohiym. In it you shall not do any work. You, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your manservant, nor your maidservant, nor your ox, nor your ass, nor any of your cattle, nor your stranger that is within your gates that your manservant and your maidservant may rest as well as you. 

Shabbath separated from the Law of Mosheh 

· Yasha’Yahuw (Isaiah) 44:24 - And in controversy they shall stand in judgment and they shall judge it according to my judgments and they shall keep my laws and my statutes in all my assemblies and they shall sanctify my shabbaths. 

General observance of the shabbath 

· NechemYahuw 10:31 - And if the people of the land bring wares or any food on the shabbath day to sell, that we would not buy it of them on the shabbath, or on the sanctified day and that we would leave the seventh year the exaction of every debt. 

· Psalms 92:1 - A Psalm or Song for the shabbath day. It is a good thing to give thanks to Yahuwah and to sing praises to your name, O most High. 

· Yasha’Yahuw 56:6 - Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to Yahuwah, to serve him, and to love the name of Yahuwah, to be his servants, every one that keeps the shabbath from polluting it, and takes hold of my covenant 

· Yasha’Yahuw 58:13 - If you turn away your foot from the shabbath, from doing your pleasure on my sanctified day, and call the shabbath a delight, the sanctified of Yahuwah, honorable; and shall honor him, not doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words 

· YirmeYahuw (Jeremiah) 17:22 - Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the shabbath day. Neither do you any work, but you sanctify the shabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. 

· Yechezqe'l (Ezekiel) 20:20 - And sanctify my shabbaths and they shall be a sign between me and you that you may know that I am Yahuwah your ‘Elohiym. 

e. The Way (the law is supposed to be observed, by the Lawgiver Himself)

  All of the examples above delineate the way Yahuwah wants us to observe His shabbath. Below, Yahushua shows us that the shabbath is a day of rest for us, and not some highly restrictive day that we have to fear. Although we should be worshipping Yahuwah every day, this day is set aside (sanctified) to relax and engage in praise and worship of Him without having to think about the cares of the world. As the Yisra’eliy observed the Law of Mosheh (which was given AFTER the commandments of Yahuwah. See Exodus 20:1-17,22, 24:4) over the centuries, the rabbinic leaders of Yisra’el added more and more restrictions and restraints to the law and called it the Law (of Mosheh), but it really wasn’t. It had started off as the Book of the Law, but finished as the traditions of man being called the commandments of Yahuwah. This is seen by taking note of how Yahushua (The Lawgiver Himself) observed the law.

· MattithYahuw (Matthew) 12:1-8 - At that time Yahushua went on the shabbath day through the grain. And his disciples were hungry, began to pluck the ears of grain, and to eat. But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, "Behold, your disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the shabbath day." But he said to them, "Have you not read what Dawiyd did when he was hungry and they that were with him? How he entered into the house of ‘Elohiym and ate the showbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the officials? Or have you not read in the law how that on the shabbath days the officials in the temple profane the shabbath and are blameless? But I say to you that in this place is one greater than the temple. But if you had known what this meant, I will have mercy and not sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of man is Master even of the shabbath day." 

· MattithYahuw 12:10-12 - And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the shabbath days?" that they might accuse him. And he said to them, "What man shall there be among you that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the shabbath day will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the shabbath days." 

· Markos 2:27-28 - And he said to them, "The shabbath was made for man and not man for the shabbath. Therefore the Son of man is Master also of the shabbath." 

· Loukas 6:9 - Then Yahushua said to them, "I will ask you one thing. Is it lawful on the shabbath days to do good or to do evil? To save life, or to destroy it?" 

· Loukas 13:14-16 - And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Yahushua was healing on the shabbath day and the high official said to the people, "There are six days in which men ought to work. In them therefore come and be healed and not on the shabbath day." The Master then answered him and said, "You hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the shabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall and lead him to water? Should not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound for eighteen years be loosed from this bond on the shabbath day?" 

· Yahuchanan (John) 7:22-23 - Mosheh therefore gave to you circumcision; (not because it is of Mosheh, but of the fathers) and you on the shabbath day circumcise a man. If a man on the shabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Mosheh should not be broken; are you angry with me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the shabbath day? 

· Yahuchanan 9:16 - Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of Yahuwah, because he does not keep the shabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them. 

f. The Shabbath as Observed in the First Century 

· Acts 13:14 - But when they departed from Perge, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the shabbath day, and sat down. 

· Acts 13:42 - And when the Yahudiy were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them the next shabbath. 

· Acts 13:44 - And the next shabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of Yahuwah. 

· Acts 16:13 - And on the shabbath we went out of the city by a river side where prayer was wont to be made. We sat down and spoke to the women which resorted there. 

· Acts 17:2 - And Paulos, as was his custom, went in to them and three shabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 

· Acts 18:4 - And he reasoned in the synagogue every shabbath and persuaded the Yahudiym and the Hellen. 

g. When does it start?

· B’ereshiyth (Genesis) 1:5And ‘Elohiym called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were day one. 

  And the second day, and the third, etc. All of the days of the week start and end at sundown according to the word of Yahuwah. Who are you going to believe? The pope of the Rhomaios Catholic Church or the Creator of all there is? From sundown the sixth day to sundown the seventh day is the shabbath (intermission or timeout).

h. The First Day of the Week
  There are many Protestant preachers, all of the Catholic clergy, and other assorted "religious" dignitaries, that will tell you that the first day of the week, or "Sunday," is the correct day of the week to observe as the shabbath of Yahuwah because Yahushua was risen on that day. They may even call that day the "Christian Sabbath." Unhappily, they have not observed the admonition in 2 Timotheos 2:16. Also, nowhere in scripture is it to be found where Yahuwah changed His day from the seventh to the first and most all will admit that.3 What Yahuwah has sanctified, man cannot unsanctify. There is, however, plenty of evidence in history where man changed the time that Yahuwah set for His shabbath in contradiction to the Word of Yahuwah (See Daniel 7:25).

  All of these passages commonly used to support such an argument actually show that that Yahushua was ALREADY risen when his disciples got to the tomb on the first day. They do NOT say there how long He had been risen when they got there, or that He arose ON the first day. Based on this and other evidences, I firmly believe that Yahushua actually rose at or near sundown the preceding shabbath, as that fulfilled the "three days and three nights in the heart of the earth" statement that He had made earlier. (See Chapter VIII, Easter.) MattithYahuw 28:1, Markos 16:2, Markos 16:9, Loukas 24:1, and Yahuchanan 20:1.

  All of the same people who would tell you "Sunday" is the correct day because that is when Yahushua was risen, will also quickly point to these following verses in support of their position. Using these in support of Sunday worship shows a distinct lack of understanding of the Law of Mosheh, and of the Law of Liberty as none of them can reasonably be out forward as having anything to do with a "religious service" of any kind. 

· Acts 20:7 - And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paulos preached to them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. 

  In Acts 20:7 above, if the saints were gathered on "Sunday" morning to hear Paulos preach (Sunday School at 10:00 AM, preaching at 11:00 AM, fried chicken at 1:00 PM), he was pretty hoarse by midnight. What happened here was that the saints came together for a fellowship meal (NOT communion - see 1 Korinthios 11:20-22) just after sundown on the shabbath (seventh day), making this the first day of the week. Then they stuck around to listen to Paulos. The shabbath was over at sundown, and Paulos preached from somewhere around then until midnight, which was still a mighty long time preaching, planning on leaving the area later in the morning of the first day of the week. There are no other passages that make any statements about "fellowship" on the first day and this one does not imply any kind of "religious" reason for the gathering. 

· 1 Korinthios 16:2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as Yahuwah has prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 

  Remember what Yahuwah had to say about those people who profaned His shabbaths? In 1 Korinthios 16:2 above, Paulos has very carefully told these people to NOT profane the shabbath of Yahuwah by doing the work of gathering then, but to do the work of gathering on the day AFTER the shabbath, the first day of the week. This gathering was of what goods these people had earned or grown for the express purpose of relieving the poor saints of Yeruwshalaim and not necessarily cash money. If this passage was evidence of how an assembly is to conduct its collections, then everything that is collected must be sent to Yeruwshalaim for the poor saints there. No building funds. No preacher’s salary. No mortgage or utility payments, etc. By the way, they must also wait for Paulos to come collect it for transport too. 

  All of the evidence in scripture of when the saints met for praise, worship, preaching, reproof, rebuke, etc., points squarely at the seventh day. Yahuwah never changed His day. Man did.

  Some say that when Yahuchanan (John) was in the Spirit on the Sovereign’s Day (Revelation 1:10), that this was Sunday. There is no scriptural evidence to suggest that other than people’s imaginations. Yahuwah called the shabbath His day, and that makes the seventh day the Sovereign’s day too. The "Lord’s Day" could have been a "Sunday" since "the Lord" is a name and title for Ba’al, but I am sure that Yahuchanan was not referring to the day of that pagan deity.

i. Something to think about

· Yasha’Yahuw 56:1-8 - Thus says Yahuwah, "You keep judgment and do justice for my salvation is near to come and my righteousness to be revealed. {2} Blessed is the man that does this and the son of man that lays hold on it that keeps the shabbath from polluting it and keeps his hand from doing any evil. {3} Neither let the son of the stranger that has joined himself to Yahuwah speak saying, 'Yahuwah has utterly separated me from his people.' Neither let the eunuch say, 'Behold, I am a dry tree.' {4} For thus says Yahuwah to the eunuchs that keep my shabbaths and choose the things that please me and take hold of my covenant, {5} even to them I will give in my house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters. I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. {6} Also the sons of the stranger that join themselves to Yahuwah, to serve him, to love the name of Yahuwah, to be his servants, and every one that keeps the shabbath from polluting it and takes hold of my covenant. {7} Even them I will bring to my sanctified mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon my altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all people." {8} The Sovereign Yahuwah which gathers the outcasts of Yisra’el says, "Yet I will gather others to him, beside those that are gathered to him." 

· ‘Ibriy (Hebrews) 4:1-13 - Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. For to us was the gospel preached, as well as to them. But the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. For we who have believed do enter into rest. As he said, "As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest," although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. For he spoke in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, "And Yahuwah rested the seventh day from all his works." And in this place again, "If they shall enter into my rest." Seeing therefore it remains that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached did not enter in because of unbelief. Again, he limits a certain day, saying in Dawiyd, "Today, after so long a time!" As it is said, "Today if you will hear his voice, do not harden your hearts." For if Yahushua had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. There remains therefore a shabbath day to the people of Yahuwah. For he that is entered into his rest, he also has ceased from his own works, as Yahuwah did from his. Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. For the word of Yahuwah is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight, but all things are naked and opened to the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

  Keeping the shabbath in accordance with scripture is called by Yahuwah a "sign" of His covenant people so that they would remember that He is Yahuwah, the Living ‘Elohiym. The ‘Ibriy word rendered as "sign" in the following referenced verses is ‘owth which means (in the sense of appearing) a signal (lit. or fig.), as a flag, beacon, monument, omen, prodigy, evidence, etc. So if you are not observing the shabbath as commanded by Yahuwah, you are not honoring your Creator in accordance with His will (Exodus 31:13, Yechezqe'l 20:12, 20). And when He says to "keep" His shabbath, He is literally saying to "attend to it, guard it, or hedge it about with thorns for protection."

j. Conclusion
  If you are a Shabbath Keeper, do you look forward to sundown Saturday so you can get back to your regular business? If so, look at this.

· Amos 8:4-5 - Hear this, O you that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, saying, When will the new moon be gone that we may sell grain? And the shabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit? 

  So don’t be in such a hurry. Relax and enjoy the day as Yahuwah meant for you to do. Praise and worship Him.

  So Yahuwah rested on the seventh day of creation, blessed it and hallowed it, and called it HIS shabbath. And remember that His days start at sundown. Look at the Gregorian calendar (the one on the wall), and you will see that the first day of the secular week is "Sunday" and the seventh day of the week is "Saturday." Both of these names are from pagan worship rites and gods and they start at midnight. "Sun-day" is the venerable day of the sun (dies solis - day of the sun), which to many pagans, including Constantine, was a "god." "Saturday" is Saturn’s Day, also a pagan god. Pope Gregory didn’t care though, as he wanted as many dues paying people as he could get to come into the Catholic Church. It did not matter if they were truly born again children of Yahuwah or pure pagan. He could and did change doctrine to accommodate the pagans. Part of the day the heathen call "Saturday" is still observed by Orthodox Yahudiym (Jews) and true followers of haMashiach as the shabbath, but it actually starts at sundown the day before. It is truly the day sanctified by Yahuwah. It is Yahuwah’s Shabbath Day that we too, as children of Yahuwah, must observe.

  If you are NOT a shabbath keeper, why not? Don’t you love our Creator and Savior? If you do, keep His commandments. (Yahuchanan 14:15)

 

CHAPTER IV

SALVATION

  One of the saddest things that I hear among so-called Christians today are statements that indicate their serious lack of knowledge and understanding concerning salvation. Talk to twenty different "Christians" and you will get twenty different "plans of salvation," ranging from "just believing" or praying a so-called "Sinner’s Prayer" all the way through "baptism" and "speaking in tongues." Very few of them will mention that obedience to the will of our Creator and perseverance in that obedience is the real requirement in attaining salvation. But we MUST come to understand and always keep uppermost in mind that salvation is applied on HIS terms and not on OURS. So it doesn’t really matter so much what we think about it or what our "Pastor" tells us, it is only what Yahuwah has said in His written word that really matters.

  If you have done much reading of scripture, have you ever paid attention to what it really says about being "saved?" How does it happen according to scripture, anyway? You may be surprised that there are many statements in scripture about "being saved" and especially through means not normally spoken of. Just take a look for yourself.

Section 1 - Scriptural Passages on How to Be Saved
Saved by heeding the doctrine 

· 1 Timotheos 4:16 - Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you shall both save yourself, and them that hear you. 

Saved by enduring to the end 

· MattithYahuw (Matthew) 10:22 - And you shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake. But he that endures to the end shall be saved. 

· MattithYahuw 24:1 - But he that shall endure to the end, the same shall be saved. 

· Markos 13:13 - And you shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake, but he that shall endure to the end, the same shall be saved. 

Saved by faith 

· Loukas 7:50 - And He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you. Go in peace." 

· Loukas 18:42 - And Yahushua said to him, "Receive your sight. Your faith has saved you." 

Saved by calling on the name of the Sovereign 

· Acts 2:21 - And it shall come to pass that whoever shall call on the name of Yahuwah shall be saved. 

· Rhomaios 10:13 - For whosoever shall call upon the name of Yahuwah shall be saved. 

Saved by hope 

· Rhomaios 8:24 - For we are saved by hope. But hope that is seen is not hope, for what a man sees, why does he yet hope for? 

Saved by grace 

· Acts 15:11 - But we believe that through the grace of the Master, Yahushua haMashiach, we shall be saved, even as they. 

· Ephesios 2:5 - Even when we were dead in sins, has quickened us together with haMashiach, (by grace you are saved) 

· Ephesios 2:8 - For you are saved by grace through faith, and that not of yourselves. It is the gift of Yahuwah. 

Saved by mercy 

· Titos 3:5 - Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Sacred Spirit, 

Saved by fire 

· 1 Korinthios 3:15 - If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss but he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire. 

Saved by water 

· 1 Keph 3:20 - Which sometime were disobedient when once the patience of Yahuwah waited in the days of Noach while the ark was being prepared, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 

Saved by immersion 

· Markos 16:16 - He that believes and is immersed shall be saved. But he that does not believe shall be damned. 

· 1 Keph 3:21 - The like figure whereunto even immersion does also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward Yahuwah) by the resurrection of Yahushua haMashiach. 

Saved by believing 

· Loukas 8:12 - Those by the way side are they that hear, then the traducer comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 

· Acts 16:31 - And they said, "Believe on the Master Yahushua haMashiach and you shall be saved, and your house." 

Saved by confession and belief 

· Rhomaios 10:9 - That if you shall confess with your mouth the Master Yahushua and shall believe in your heart that Yahuwah has raised him from the dead, you may be saved. 

Saved by Yahushua 

· MattithYahuw 1:21 - And she shall bring forth a Son and you shall call His name YAHUSHUA, for He shall save His people from their sins. 

· Loukas 9:56 - For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. And they went to another village. 

· Loukas 19:10 - For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 

· Yahuchanan 3:17 - For Yahuwah did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world but that the world through Him might be saved. 

· Yahuchanan 5:34 - But I do not receive testimony from man, but these things I say, that you might be saved. 

· Yahuchanan 10:9 - I am the door. By Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

· Yahuchanan 12:47 - And if any man hear my words, and does not believe, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 

· Acts 2:47 - Praising Yahuwah and having favor with all the people. And the Master added to the assembly daily such as should be saved. 

· Rhomaios 5:9 - Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

· Rhomaios 5:10 - For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to Yahuwah by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

· 1 Timotheos 1:15 - This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that haMashiach Yahushua came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 

· ‘Ibriy (Hebrews) 7:25 - Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come to Yahuwah by Him, seeing He ever lives to make intercession for them. 

· Ya’aqob (Ya'aqob) - 4:12 There is one Lawgiver who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you that judges another? 

Saved by preaching 

· 1 Korinthios 1:21 - For after that in the wisdom of Yahuwah the world by wisdom did not know Yahuwah, it pleased Yahuwah by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 

· 1 Korinthios 15:2 - By which also you are saved, if you keep in memory what I preached to you, unless you have believed in vain. 

Saved by spouse 

· 1 Korinthios 7:16 - For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? 

Saved by prayer 

· Ya’aqob 5:15 - And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and Master shall raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 

Saved by the love of the truth 

· 2 Thessalonikeos 2:10 - And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish because they did not receive the love of the truth that they might be saved. 

Saved by fear 

· Yahudah (Yahudah) 1:23 - And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 

Saved by words 

· Acts 11:14 - Who shall tell you words whereby you and all your house shall be saved. 

· Ya’aqob 1:21 - Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness and receive with meekness the engrafted word that is able to save your souls. 

Saved in childbearing 

· 1 Timotheos 2:15 - Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith and charity and purity with sobriety. 

Saved by emulating Paulos 

· Rhomaios 11:14 - If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh and might save some of them. 

· 1 Korinthios 9:22 - To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak. I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 

· 1 Korinthios 10:33 - Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. 

Saved by the name of Yahushua 

· Acts 4:12 - Neither is there salvation in any other. For there is no other name under the sky given among men whereby we must be saved. 

Saved by being converted 

· Ya’aqob 5:20 - Let him know that he which converts the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death and shall hide a multitude of sins. 

  Didn’t know all that was there, did you? And it’s been in scripture all along too! So which one of these many methods is right? Can all of them save you? Or maybe just one or two? Then again, maybe it is ALL of them! 

  I have separated the above statements out so that you can see that whatever you choose to be your doctrine about salvation, you will probably be able find some scriptural passage that may seem to support your choice. Then you can make the claim that your way is the only way, and to the exclusion of all others, to be saved, and you can prove it by the Scripture, as do so many denominations. 

  Maybe we could also start a new religion that uses one of these to the exclusion of all the rest, as so many other people have done! (Now understand that I am being facetious. I have no desire to start anything new. All I desire is that people open their eyes, hearts, and minds when they read scripture and return to the OLD things that are found in there. As Yahushua said in Revelation 2:5, "Do the first works . . . .")

  Claims of this "my way is the only way" nature are made by many modern "faiths" who have decided that only those certain parts of the scripture that they like and are comfortable with apply to the subject of salvation, because they do not want to believe anything else can apply except what they "know" is right, regardless of what else scripture may say on the subject. Then they go on to teach it in "seminaries" and "bible colleges" and their students spread it into the world. Yet none of it is really scriptural truth.

  This attitude comes under the heading of "Cafeteria Christianity" where you get to pick and choose the parts of the scripture you want to believe just like going down a cafeteria serving line and picking and choosing the foods you want to eat. The problem with treating the word of Yahuwah in this manner is that He said to obey Him completely and without reservation, and to do that, you must believe ALL that He said and not discard parts that you don’t like or want to accept. 

Section 2 - Myths of Salvation
 ' a. Once Saved Always Saved
  The Baptist denomination of the Protestant faith has a doctrine that they state as "Once saved, always saved." By this they mean that once you have prayed the "Sinner’s Prayer" and "received Jesus into your heart," that you have eternal life. Period! Nothing else is required and there is nobody and nothing that can ever change it. No matter what you do after you say that little prayer you will go to live with "Jesus" when you leave this life. 

  They can and will quote some scripture to support this doctrine, but the scripture they quote doesn’t mean what they say it means. What it does mean is what it says. Believing and acting on this doctrine of "once saved always saved" is going to cause an awful lot of otherwise good and decent people to be cast into outer darkness with the rest of the disobedient sinners.

  The scripture listed below raises some serious questions concerning this doctrine. As a matter of fact, it downright refutes the idea of instant and everlasting salvation that requires no action on the part of the person seeking salvation. Obedience to our ‘Elohiym, whose name is Yahuwah, the Savior, has been required from the beginning and it is still required today. Yahuwah does not change. (Mal’akiy 3:6)

  The words in the following two verses are the words of our Sovereign and Savior, Yahushua. If you were reading them in your copy of the scripture, they would most likely be in red. He is talking about those who have obeyed Him. If you have attained to salvation but do not endure to the end, are you "saved" anyway? Not according to the words of our Master.

· MattithYahuw (Matthew) 10:22 - And you shall be hated of all men for My name’s sake. But he that endures to the end shall be saved. 

· Markos 13:13 - And you shall be hated of all men for My name’s sake. But he that shall endure to the end, the same shall be saved. 

  The key idea in the above verses is IF. (IF you endure to the end, then you shall be saved.) IF is a conditional word. You have to perform some action in order to receive what is promised. IF you do this, He will do that! This shows that not only attaining salvation is conditional, but keeping salvation is conditional too. It is NOT unconditionally permanent, and the condition required to be met is, as always, obedience to His will. (This does NOT mean that you have to perform works of righteousness to "keep your salvation" as is taught by some religious groups, just that you must obey Yahuwah.) He is the one who said, "IF you love Me, obey My commandments." The idea of IF is in everything that pertains to salvation and it is always IF we are in obedience to His will.

· ‘Ibriy (Hebrews) 3:6 - But haMashiach as a Son over His own house, Whose house are we, IF we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. 

  This verse of scripture below shows what happens IF you attempt to return to the carnal law of ordinances (things of the Law of Mosheh) after you are in His body. (Under the perfect law of liberty, we are saved by His grace and justified by our faith.) When you fall from grace your name is blotted out of the book of life and eternal life is no longer yours until you repent and the Father forgives you for your error. Does this sound like "once saved always saved?"

· Galates 5:4 - ha Mashiach is become of no effect to you, whosoever of you are justified by the law, you are fallen from grace. 

  Without first belief and then obedience, which starts with repentance and immersion in His name for the remission of your sins, you name is never entered in the book of life so you never have the opportunity to "overcome the world." Does this sound like "once saved always saved"?

· Rhomaios 11:20-22 - Well, because of unbelief they were broken off and you stand by faith. Do not be high-minded but fear. {21} For if Yahuwah did not spare the natural branches, take heed lest He also does not spare you. {22} Behold therefore the goodness and severity of Yahuwah. On them which fell, severity, but toward you, goodness, IF you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you shall also be cut off. (Emphasis on IF added.) 

Revelation 3:5 - He that overcomes shall be clothed in white raiment and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father and before His angels. 

  So if He "will not blot out the names" of those who have overcome, it means that a name CAN be removed (blotted out) from the book of life once it has been entered. Does this sound like "once saved always saved"?

  There are more verses and passages stating this in a similar manner, but these few should be more than ample to show the point of this pamphlet. (How many white crows do you have to see before you will understand that all crows are not black?)

  So which are you going to do? Are you going to believe some man-made fairy tale about how to be saved and never have your name entered into the book of life? Or are you going to believe the word of Yahuwah, and become a true child of Yahuwah who overcomes by being obedient to His word and who Yahushua will confess before His, and our, Father? 

b. Outward Sign of Inward Faith
  How many times have you heard someone of a Protestant denomination make a statement to the effect that water immersion is an "outward sign of inward faith?" Many times, I am sure. Most of the denominations, being Protestant (those who protest) and trying to deny anything and everything that the Roman Catholic Church (who they are protesting against) says is true, will say this about water immersion. What they have failed to see is that in this instance, some of what the Roman Catholic Church says about immersion is actually true. The only problems that church has with immersion are the manner in which they administer it (sprinkling or pouring), the persons (including infants) to whom they administer it, and the reason they administer it (as absolution for uncommitted sin).

  Those who truly understand the purpose of water immersion according to the scripture recognize that it is the means of attaining to the blood of our Savior through the likeness of His death, burial, and resurrection. It is where we share His impalement and meet His blood. Without water immersion, we cannot "bury" the old man of sin who died when we repented, nor can we rise up from the grave, as He did, to walk (be born again) in His likeness (Rhomaios 6:3-5). 

  There is no part or place in scripture that ever says or even vaguely hints that water immersion is an "outward sign of inward faith." If it was, then the purpose of water immersion would be an external event to show the world that we are in obedience instead of the internal event of "an answer of a good conscience before Yahuwah" shown in scripture (1 Keph 3:21). Besides, we need show no one except Yahuwah that we intend to obey Him. It is really nobody else’s business.

  The same Protestant people of whom we spoke above would be shocked to learn that there is an outward sign of inward faith to be found in the scripture. It is found in the very same passages they attempt to use to show that faith alone saves (without the so-called works of repentance and immersion).

  Consider this. Our Master said, "Whoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in the sky." (MattithYahuw [Matthew] 10:32) This confession that "whoever" is making is that Yahushua is the only begotten Son of our ‘Elohiym. Those that confess Him in this manner are stating that they have accepted Him as such and in so doing, after having repented and been immersed, have become sons of our ‘Elohiym (1 Yahuchanan [John] 3:2). 

  So the "outward sign of inward faith" is not the act of immersion, which is an internal event between the repentant believer and Yahuwah, but the outward event of publicly acknowledging Yahushua as the Son of our ‘Elohiym (Rhomaios 10:9-10).

c. Thief on the "Cross"
  How many people when asked about water immersion as part of their faith have you heard say that they believe that it is something that should be done but isn’t really necessary for salvation. They probably said something to the effect that it is an outward sign of inward faith, or that you should do it sometime "after you are saved" in order to be in obedience to the "Lord" or something of that order. Usually, these people will cite the "thief on the cross" and say that he was not "baptized" yet "Jesus" told him he would be with Him in paradise. You may even believe and have said these things yourself.

  If you do believe these things, or know someone who does, read on and you’ll make some amazing discoveries about the scripture that your preacher never told you, and he probably never will. You should have seen them in scripture for yourself, but most won’t because they have hardened their hearts toward the truth in order to believe their denominational doctrine. Before you do read any further, I advise you to get your book of scripture down and examine it intensively to see if what is said here is true. Read all around the various references given to ensure the proper context of what is given and to make sure that what is said is correct. Also use some original language dictionaries to see if the original language words have been rendered correctly in your version. Only you will experience the rewards of your belief and actions, whether those rewards are positive or negative. Your preacher, me, your parents, or whoever else you listen to concerning the Word and Will of our ‘Elohiym, whose name is Yahuwah (yah-hoo-wah'), cannot and will not place you into that paradise or into the lake of fire. The result is entirely up to you. You alone are responsible for your own salvation. This is serious business and the outcome will be for all eternity.

· Loukas 23:43 - And Yahushua said to him, Verily I say to you, "Today you shall be with Me in paradise." 

  Now it is obvious that Yahushua did indeed tell this person that he would be in the paradise of Yahuwah with Him. Since there is no reference to this fellow ever having been immersed, and because immersion wasn’t a condition of salvation until after the death, burial, and resurrection of Yahushua, it is also pretty sure that this fellow was not immersed in water as scripture says we under the new covenant must now be. Each point will be covered below to show you why this fellow did not need water immersion, and why, if you desire to be with Him in paradise, you do. 

  The very first thing we must understand about scripture is that if we believe one part, we must believe it all. If we don’t believe one part of the scripture, then all of it is suspect and therefore none of it is worthy of belief. Once you come to that understanding it will be much clearer to you. Yahushua told us that we were either for Him or against Him. Many people have a hard time with this, but that is the way it is. That is what faith is all about. You believe Him with all your heart, or you don’t believe Him at all. There is no in between. No middle ground. Either you do believe, or you don’t believe. It’s just that simple. 

· 2 Timotheos 3:16-17 - All scripture is given by inspiration of Yahuwah and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of Yahuwah may be complete, thoroughly furnished to all good works. 

  If you want to be a "man of Yahuwah" you must study and obey the scripture for that is where guidance toward perfection (completion) will be found. If it is not is scripture, it must NOT be part of your faith.

· 1 Korinthios 12:27 - Now you are the body of haMashiach, and members in particular. 

  The assembly (ekklesia - an assembly of people - usually and incorrectly rendered "church") of Yahushua, or whatever other scriptural name you would put on this group, is the body of haMashiach. To be with Him in paradise, you must be a part of His body, or as it is said in many places, "in haMashiach."

  NOTE: Remember what I said about reading and checking out what I said in Scripture? Please do that now. Read all of Rhomaios chapter 12 and see if you get a better understanding of the body of Yahushua (the assembly). 

· Rhomaios 12:5 - So we, being many, are one body in haMashiach, and every one members one of another. 

  Read Rhomaios 8:1, Rhomaios 16:7, and 2 Korinthios 5:17 for starters on understanding being in His body. Now you should be able to see, know, and understand that you must be a part of, or in, His body in order to be in paradise with Him. There is only ONE way to get into His body, and that is by obeying and meeting the conditions set forth in scripture. If you fail to meet those conditions, all of them, you will remain OUTSIDE the Body of haMashiach (the Assembly).

· Rhomaios 6:3 - Do you not know that so many of us as were immersed into Yahushua haMashiach were immersed into his death? 

  Look at that! The final step or condition we must meet is to get into His body is water immersion! Let’s take a good hard look at the rest of the scripture and see if there is any other way to get there.

  Well, I looked, and I can’t find another way. Did you have any success? No? Maybe we had better find out what water immersion is all about then. 

· Rhomaios 6:1-11 - What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? {2} Yahuwah forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? {3} Do you not know that so many of us as were immersed into Yahushua haMashiach were immersed into his death? {4} Therefore we are buried with him by immersion into death that like as haMashiach was raised up from the dead by the splendor of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. {5} For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection. {6} Knowing this, that our old man is impaled with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. {7} For he that is dead is freed from sin. {8} Now if we are dead with haMashiach, we believe that we shall also live with him, {9} knowing that haMashiach being raised from the dead dies no more, death has no more dominion over him. {10} For in that he died, he died to sin once! But in that he lives, he lives to Yahuwah! {11} Likewise reckon you also yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to Yahuwah through Yahushua haMashiach, our Master. 

  When you come to the realization that Yahushua is haMashiach, the only begotten Son of Yahuwah, and that He killed, was buried, and then raised again after the third day by the power of Yahuwah and you want to be with Him, then you have made the first step toward being with Him in paradise. This is called belief, or faith. But, just because you believe this does not mean that you are saved! Belief, or faith, alone will not save you! By it we are justified, but not saved.

· Ya’aqob (James) 2:17-19 - Even so faith, if it does not have works is dead, being alone. {18} Yes, a man may say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith without your works and I will show you my faith by my works. {19} You believe that there is one ‘Elohiym? You do well! The demons also believe and tremble! 

  None of these demons mentioned by Ya’aqob will be in paradise with Him, will they? Yet every one of them not only believes that He is who scripture says that He is, they know it for a certainty. They even call on His name!

  If you believe He is who He says He is and you truly want to be with Him in paradise, you will then cease thinking about doing the things of the world and you will turn your mind to Yahuwah and the things He wants you to think about and do. This is called repenting. This word repent does NOT mean to be sorry for your sins. It is from the Greek word metanoeo, and literally means to think differently, or change your mind.

  When this happens, your old man of sin is done for. He dies! Because he is dead, it must be time to bury him, as it says in Rhomaios 6:6. When you do bury him, in the watery grave of immersion, he is washed away, as in the blood of Yahushua washing away your sins.

· Acts 22:16 - And now why do you tarry? Arise, and be immersed, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Master. 

  Then you rise to walk a NEW person in His likeness. You have been born again as a child of Yahuwah. NOW you can truly use that term, born again, and be telling the truth.

  This is stated quite plainly in answer to the question posed to Keph on the day of Pentecost after His resurrection by the Yahudiym (Jews) who heard him preach of Yahushua. They asked him, "Men, brothers, what shall we do?’

· Acts 2:38 - Then Keph said unto them, "Repent and be immersed every one of you in the name of Yahushua haMashiach for the remission of sins and you shall receive the gift of the Sacred Spirit." 

  With all this scriptural support for immersion being the instrument that places us in the body of haMashiach as our sins are washed away, why then did the thief who was impaled with our Savior not require immersion? And if he didn’t need it, why do the scriptures say we do? How about Rhomaios 10:9-10?

· Rhomaios 10:9-10 - That if you confess with your mouth the Master Yahushua, and believe in your heart that Yahuwah has raised him from the dead, you may be saved. {10} For with the heart man believes toward righteousness and with the mouth confession is made toward salvation. 

  To answer these questions we will start in 2 Timotheos 2:15.

· 2 Timotheos 2:15 - Study to show yourself approved to Yahuwah, a workman that does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

  This means basically that we must be diligent in our efforts to understand the word, separating book from book, story from story, dispensation from dispensation, and covenant from covenant.

  There are many natural and easily seen divisions in the word, such as the story of creation to the expulsion of ‘Adam and Chawwah (Eve) from the garden. These types of divisions let us see the workings of Yahuwah in easily digested pieces that do not overwhelm our meager intellects with His wonderful works. 

  A division that many people, especially those who are "ordained" by some man-made Council, Synod, See, etc., have trouble seeing is the following division within the Greek scripture. 

  Each gospel has its own target group that it is intended for and shows what the body of Yahushua is all about and why we need to get into it. The book of Acts shows the Grand Opening and history of the early assembly (which we must be emulating, by the way) and shows how to get into the body of Yahushua. All of the epistles (Rhomaios through Yahudah) are to those believers who have been immersed into the body of Yahushua and tell us how to stay in the body. The book of Revelation is a book of prophecy and is one of the most wonderful and easily understood books of the scripture. Each one of the books from Rhomaios through Revelation has a short salutation that describes exactly who the writing is intended for. Look for yourself. It’s there. (See Chapter One.)

  Paulos was writing to the immersed believers in Rhome when he penned those words in 10:9-10 through the inspiration of the Sacred Spirit. These people were already in the body of Yahushua and needed but reaffirming and strengthening (edification) and so they do not apply to gaining salvation for the hearers. Also note that the phrase "may be saved" (shall be saved in some versions) is future tense wording in the Greek language that means if you do the preceding things, then the following things MIGHT happen.

  When the New Covenant came into force, immersion in His name was required. Before, under the Old Covenant, it was not. The next division specifies when the Old Covenant was replaced by the New Covenant.

· ‘Ibriy 9:16-17 - For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. {17} For a testament is of force after men are dead. Otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator lives. 

  This tells us when the exact time the New Covenant became of force.

· Loukas 23:43 - And Yahushua said unto him, Verily I say to you, Today you shall be with me in paradise. 

  Yahushua, the Testator, was obviously not yet dead when He spoke these words, so the New Covenant was not yet in force. By rightly dividing the word, you will see that in fact the Old Covenant (the Law of Mosheh) was still in effect when Yahushua said those words to the thief, regardless of what people may call the Greek language scriptures. Because the Law of Mosheh was still in effect, immersion for the remission of sins was not yet required because the blood of Yahushua was not yet available to wash away anyone’s sins. That blood that washes us clean became available AT His death and not a moment before.

  So there is the scriptural answer to the false belief that because "thief on the cross" wasn’t "baptized," neither do you require immersion. Now it is up to you to study to show yourself approved to Yahuwah. If you fail to study, you probably won’t learn enough to understand what is going on in His kingdom, and you will have nobody but yourself to blame for that.

d. The Romans Road 

· Rhomaios 10:9 (KJV) - That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved1. 

  This is part of the passage that so many Protestant preachers call "The Romans Road to Salvation" that these people erroneously try to push off on us as how the state of grace called salvation is attained to by man. There are several problems with that being the case, not least among them is that this verse is in the part of scripture that addresses "how to be and grow as a Christian" once you have attained that state and not in the part that addresses "how to get to that state." (Rightly dividing the word of truth makes a tremendous difference in this understanding as it also does in many other scriptural areas of interest.)

  Another problem is what you can see below in the Greek and the word translated above as the phrase "thou shalt be saved." As noted previously the Greek wording is in the future tense and therefore it says that if you do this (confess His name and believe in your heart), salvation may (or can) occur as a result. It is NOT saying that if you do this that salvation is the CERTAIN result. 

  Below is a much closer to reality rendering of the verse:

· That if you acknowledge with your mouth the Master Yahushua and believe in your heart that Yahuwah has raised Him from the dead, salvation awaits. 

  This rendering correctly shows that belief and confession, according to what is written in the Greek, will LEAD to salvation, yet does NOT directly produce it. This conclusion is supported by the following verse, which says:

· Rhomaios 10:10 (KJV) - For with the heart man believeth unto (or toward) righteousness and with the mouth confession is made unto (or toward) salvation. 

  Part of the reasoning used by these people who support and follow this so-called "Romans Road to Salvation" is that "godly sorrow works repentance to salvation," as stated in 2 Korinthios 7:10 in certain versions. Their error is what they think "godly sorrow" and "repentance" mean. 

  To associate the meaning of the word "repentance" with its modern English equivalent is very erroneous, especially as the word it is rendered from in the Greek (metanoeo, met-an-o-eh’-o) really means a turning away (from sin, in this context), or in a literal meaning of the word, "to change your mind or to think differently." This has NOTHING to do with "being sorry for your sins." Being sorry for your sins does not mean that there has been any kind of change of heart or actions concerning those sins. So if repentance is defined as "being sorry for your sins" then in the intended scriptural sense of the word this change of heart has not necessarily occurred. Many people are contrite, or sorry for their sins, only when those sins have been exposed to public view. Had the sin not been exposed, the sin would have continued. So were they really sorry? Not likely! They may have been sorry they were caught, but they were not "sorry for their sins." "Godly sorrow" in fact is sorrow according to the will of Yahuwah and should so be rendered.

  So the Romans Road is full of potholes and broken pavement that will be sure to throw anyone traversing it into the ditch. 

e. Sinner’s Prayer
Will the "Sinner’s Prayer" Get You Into the Body?
  The "Sinner’s Prayer" that is taught by so many Protestant faiths as the means of attaining salvation is nowhere to be found in the word of Yahuwah, which is the word to which we MUST be obedient. How can anyone believe that you must pray a prayer for salvation when Yahushua said plainly that you must believe and be immersed yet never said a word about praying to the Father for salvation? Yahushua also told the disciples to go teach and immerse those who believed! Yahushua never said anywhere to pray to the Father and ask for forgiveness of sins as the means or condition of becoming a child of Yahuwah. Keph said under inspiration to repent and be immersed in the name of Yahushua! Paulos said that to be in Yahushua haMashiach, you must enter through the door of immersion.

  Yahushua also said to those who already believed that whatever they asked IN HIS NAME that the Father would do. Since the people who are praying this "sinner’s prayer" are already supposed to be saved believers, why then do we not see all the examples of this prayer showing that they have to ask in the name of Yahushua? 

  All access to the Father is THROUGH Yahushua. No other means of access is provided, and you teachers of this fallacy are trying to do it without Him. For shame! You are killing people through this error and you will answer to Yahuwah for it at the judgment seat. (See MattithYahuw 23:13)

  There can be NO SALVATION outside the body of haMashiach. If you are in the body, you are redeemed, you have salvation, and you will grow in grace in His love. If you are NOT in the body of haMashiach, you are NOT one of His and He will NOT recognize you (MattithYahuw (Matthew) 7:22-23). If you are not in His body you do NOT have salvation, your name is NOT in the book of life, and you WILL go into the lake of fire and brimstone after the judgment with Satan, the beast, the false prophet, and all others who refused to abide in the love the Yahuwah freely offers.

  Two of the verses mentioned above (Rhomaios 10:9-10 as explained in The Romans Road segment) are at the core of the belief in the "Sinner’s Prayer." The misconstruing of the meaning of these verses by their "spiritual counselors" has lead many people to their deaths outside the body of Yahushua, and it before it’s over, will lead many more to the same state, including those "spiritual counselors" who teach it. This "Sinner’s Prayer" is a device of Satan to keep people away from Yahuwah’s grace and he has used it very effectively. Just ask your Protestant friends and see who and how many have fallen for this particular trick of Satan. You’ll be amazed! 

  I personally think it is pretty scary that people will trust their eternal lives to someone without ever checking it for themselves! These are people who are otherwise intelligent, kind, caring, etc. These are the same people who would not believe a lawyer unless they had his promises in writing. They thoroughly check out contracts and read the fine print before signing, yet they jump on this apostate bandwagon without a backward glance. 

  Our Sovereign gave them the requirements in writing, but they have never read them. Or if they did read them, they did it with the mindset that the preacher gave them instead of with an attitude of seeking the truth. There is no fine print here, just truth. All they have done is listen to what some man has told them the scripture says instead of searching it out for themselves. They had rather follow a "feel good" method that is not to be found anywhere in the written word of Yahuwah. Will that stand as an act of obedience before Yahuwah at the judgment? Nope!

  Those who preach this false doctrine of the "Sinner’s Prayer" are showing their ignorance of the proper divisions in the scripture too. For you see, Rhomaios 10:9-10 were written to people who were ALREADY immersed believers. 

  The argument that is advanced by so many sinner’s prayer advocates concerning Acts 2:38, namely that the Greek preposition eis means "toward" and not "for" in this verse, can be turned toward that same understanding in Rhomaios 10:9-10. Actually, the word, being a preposition, must be translated according to the context of the substantive to which it is indicating the relation of its associated verb. If what they say is true, then Rhomaios 10:10 could and should read as:

· For with the heart man believes toward righteousness and with the mouth confession is made toward salvation. 

  In fact, that is exactly what is meant by that verse, since scripture repeatedly points out that salvation is not guaranteed except to those who obey the will of Yahuwah. Note that this, belief and confession, as stated elsewhere are parts of the requirement, but not the whole thing and can lead to salvation but not guarantee it.

  All those people who think they have salvation through reciting this prayer and believe that they were washed in the blood of Yahushua and reborn in His likeness through this prayer, even though it is not supported in scripture, are doomed unless they turn from this ruse of Satan and truly become one of Yahuwah’s children through the means He has supplied. Down the Sinner’s Prayer (Romans Road) trail lies DEATH! These people are NOT in the Body of haMashiach and therefore the lake of fire awaits them!

Section 3 - Reality of Salvation
  The subject of salvation is the MOST important subject in any living person’s life. If you have not obeyed Yahuwah, no matter what you may think you are NOT saved. If you have, you are. It is that simple. Of course being easy to understand, it is also easy to do. He has made it plain and simple enough for a child to understand. That is, once you get past all the error and denominational doctrine that has been instilled in you since childhood. The "faith of our fathers" isn’t as good as we once thought. As a matter of fact, the "faith of our fathers" is more likely than not to lead us to perdition and suffering instead of to eternal life with Yahushua.

  To briefly reiterate some of the doctrinal myths of salvation, the Roman Catholic Church teaches that you must be "baptized" in their "church" in order to be saved. But what they call baptism really isn’t, and it is done to innocent and non-sinner infants. The Baptist Church teaches that all that is required for salvation is faith. They even have several doctrines that are direct spin-offs of their "faith alone" doctrine, such as "once saved always saved" and "baptism as an outward sign of inward faith." (Doesn’t it really seem strange that a group that calls itself "Baptist" doesn’t conclude that "baptism" is a requirement or condition of salvation?)

  There are many other opinions about the path of salvation between these two, but most of the Protestant faiths lean toward the "faith alone" doctrine. (They usually refer to it as the Romans Road to salvation mentioned above. Unhappily, it is a Roman Road and the Roman Empire (Roman Catholic Church) was and still is pagan to its core.) 

  Some independent (but really still Protestant) "faiths" have varying degrees of several doctrines, some including "baptism" (such as the various splinters of the so-called Church of Christ) and some that do not. Some say that you have to repent and by that they mean to "be sorry for your sins." (as explained before) Others seem to think that confession with a particular name verbalized is a major requirement while still others think that if you can’t "speak in tongues" that you are not "saved." 

  For those who say if you are not "baptized" while calling aloud the name "Jesus" that you are not really saved, I wonder if they are aware of how many souls prior to 1500 CE never heard that name since it did not yet exist, including those mentioned in the book of Acts in scripture, yet according to scripture they received salvation for their obedience to the word.

  So let me reiterate. It doesn’t make any difference at all what we or anybody else on this earth says and thinks about salvation. The only thing that matters is what Yahuwah says about it and the only place we are going to see that is in scripture. So we either do it His way or it is no good.

  To become a child of Yahuwah, you must obey His words, period. No answering an "altar call." No praying a "Sinner’s Prayer." No being "sorry for your sins." No "asking Jesus to come into your heart." No being "baptized" as "an outward sign of inward faith." None of those things are to be found in the scripture. The only thing you must do is to be in obedience to what is found in the scripture, His word. So gaining salvation is conditional on your obedience and nothing else.

  This does NOT mean that you have to perform works of righteousness in order gain salvation as is taught by some religious groups. If you did that, salvation would be earned and be wages for what you have done. That cannot be, as salvation is an unearned and free gift (grace) of Yahuwah to those who obey Him. But in order to receive that grace you have to meet Yahuwah’s conditions. You cannot attain to salvation by your works nor are works required to maintain salvation. However, once you are in the body you WILL perform works that are suitable for your repentance BECAUSE you are saved, and at the judgment you will be judged on those works.

  He said that when you truly believe in Him (a condition), you must change your way of thinking, or repent (a condition), be immersed in His name for the remission of sins (a condition), and in so meeting all of His conditions you will receive the gift of the Sacred Spirit. In doing this, because you believe that He is the Son of Yahuwah and you no longer want to think on the things of the world but instead you want only to consider the things of the kingdom of Yahuwah, you will be buried in the likeness of His death, leave the old dead man of sin in that watery grave, and be born again in His likeness. Then you may truly call yourself a born again Christian.

To Be Born Again
  When we "do it His way," we are truly "born again" in the likeness of our Savior. Being born again is THE requirement stated by Yahushua in Yahuchanan 3:3 and reiterated as a MUST in verse 7. The word rendered must in that verse is dei/ (dei – pronounced die) and is a third person singular active present of the root word de,w (deo – pronounced deh’-o) and in the context of this verse literally means "necessity established by the counsel and decree of Yahuwah, especially by that purpose of his which relates to the salvation of men by the intervention of haMashiach and which is disclosed in the prophecies." To be born again means that you MUST die to your present life and MUST start living a new life in the likeness of Yahushua (Rhomaios 6:2-5). (This is also called being "in the body of haMashiach.")

  So how can you die to your present life, be born again, and receive salvation? What is the way to eternal life? How do you get into the body of haMashiach? Here again is the same instruction form scripture that we have already explained. But it is so important that I believe it is worth repeating.

  There are many, many people who believe and teach so many different things that it can be hard to determine who’s right! These people are usually sincere and truly believe the various methods that they put forth and they will be found in all denominations of so-called Christianity. As a matter of fact, that is one of the major reasons that there are so many different denominations within modern "Christianity."

  But again, it does not matter what so many people believe. All that really matters is what Yahuwah said. If we can find that and obey it, we will be in the body of haMashiach and we will stay there. So there is only one way to find the answer to the above questions. You must study the scriptures, see what was said by whom, to whom, and for what reason concerning salvation and the succeeding entrance into the body of haMashiach. If you take someone else’s word for what the scripture contains, says, or means, you are putting your eternal life in their hands. Not wise!

  The only one who I choose to trust with my life is our Sovereign Yahushua, haMashiach of Yahuwah. How about you? 

  Our Sovereign and Savior Yahushua haMashiach had some things to say on this subject that apparently these above mentioned people did not listen to. Or if they were listening, they didn’t understand. (See MattithYahuw [Matthew] 16:16.) His Apostles had a lot to say on the subject also, but many that heard them also did not believe, or chose to modify what was said to suit themselves, i.e., the "Sinner’s Prayer."

· Acts 2:37-38 - Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brothers, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

  The above verse is what Keph said under the inspiration of the Sacred Spirit about gaining forgiveness of sins at the Grand Opening of the Assembly (the called out) of our Sovereign. (I show the KJV only because so many people are most familiar with that version.) 

  First, the apostle Keph preached on that day of Pentecost so long ago that Yahushua is haMashiach (the Christ), the only begotten Son of the Living ‘Elohiym, who died for us and was restored to life, everlasting life, by the power of Yahuwah, to reign forever. What Keph implies was stated clearly by Yahushua, namely, that if you don’t believe this, nothing else matters. You are already condemned (Markos 16:15-16). Then Keph, when asked what they had to do to gain forgiveness for what they had done by those who heard him AND believed what he was saying, said that they must repent, or think differently about their relationship to Yahuwah. That same rule applies to us today, for we too are guilty.

  When Keph said to repent he was telling the people that they had to start thinking differently about their relationship to the world versus their relationship to the kingdom of Yahuwah. They had to reconsider their love of worldly things and start loving those things of the Father instead if they expected to be accepted by Him. The Greek word rendered "repent" is metanoe,w (metanoeo – pronounced met-an-o-eh’-o) and literally means to change one’s mind. This does NOT mean that they were "sorry for their sins," but that they were instead having a change of heart about their entire way of life.

  Being "sorry for one’s sins" is the usual condition of some perpetrator who has just been caught breaking a law and is about to be prosecuted for doing so, whether it was against man’s law or the Law of ‘Elohiym. He expresses remorse (or sorrow) not because he is truly remorseful but because he regrets that he was caught and hopes the judge will go easy on him. Our Judge will listen to no excuses such as human judges listen to. We condemn or justify ourselves by our relationship and obedience to Yahuwah.

  To repent means that you express your desire to quit doing those sins even though you have not yet been caught, prosecuted, or convicted. You do it because you realize they are wrong and you desire to do things fit for the kingdom of Yahuwah instead of the things that are fit only for the kingdom of Satan.

  Keph also said that (after they had heard the gospel of haMashiach, believed it, and repented) you must be immersed in order to have your sins remitted. ChananYahuw (Ananias) said it much better to Paulos when he obeyed the command of Yahushua to go to him in Dammeseq (Damascus) after His meeting him on the road. What ChananYahuw said was, "And now why do you wait? Arise! Be immersed and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Yahuwah (Acts 22:16)."

  What is this immersion and what does it have to do with salvation? From what was said in Acts 22:16 it is the place where you meet the blood of our Savior that washes you clean of your sins. There is no other reference in scripture that tells of any other way that your sins are washed away. 

  Once you hear what was is said concerning Yahushua, believe it, understand it, and decide to change your way of living, the death of the "old man of sin" occurs. Since that "old man of sin" is now dead, there is but one thing to do with him and that’s to bury him. Since it wouldn’t be physically healthy for a repentant sinner to be buried in the usual manner of dead bodies, something else is done instead. Because the death of the sinner was in the likeness of our Sovereign’s death when He carried all of the sins of the world, the sinner will likewise be buried in the likeness of the Yahushua’s burial. Then, since he has died and been buried in the likeness of the Sovereign’s death and burial, he can then be reborn in the likeness of our Sovereign. This is the rebirth of which Yahushua told Nicodemus in Yahuchanan (John) 3:3. (See Rhomaios 6:1-11) This is what qualifies someone to be called "born again" and to wear the title "Christian," or "like Christ."

  Scripture is replete with passages that show this as the proper AND ONLY method to attain to entrance into the body of haMashiach, and there is no salvation outside His body. You MUST be in His likeness in everything, and that includes His death, burial, and resurrection.

  Because I know that there will be certain people who will say words to the effect that immersion (erroneously called baptism in English) being a requirement for the remission of sins and receiving the gift of the Sacred Spirit is only my "interpretation" of what the scriptures say, I show the two verses (from the King James Version) where Keph said to "repent and be immersed in the name [authority of] Yahushua for the remission of sins . . . " All the versions of scripture that I have show the identical same thing, even if it is stated in a slightly different phrasing. The original Greek (Textus Receptus and the corrupt Hort/Westcott MSS) show the same wording. Every translation and version that I have checked, which is more than a few, render this verse (Acts 2:38) to show immersion (even if it’s called baptism) is part of the requirement for salvation as stated by Keph.

  Because of this and much more evidence presented in the scripture, I am convinced that immersion is a VITAL PART of the obedience required of us in order to become children of Yahuwah. Don’t misunderstand me. Just being dunked in water will only get you wet if you do not believe that Yahushua is haMashiach (the Anointed, or the Christ) of Yahuwah, and unless you have totally given yourself over to Him. 

  Notice that even though Markos 16:16 and 1 Keph 3:21 say clearly that immersion saves us, I do not make the claim that if you are immersed then you are saved. To believe that immersion alone saves is as bad as believing that faith alone saves. I believe that those passages are part of the clarification showing that immersion is the final condition to be met prior to the repentant sinner attaining to salvation

  The transliterated term baptism (which should have been translated as immersion) is the physical act of being completely covered (or whelmed) with a fluid. In the case of scriptural immersion that fluid is water, and you must be completely and totally immersed (buried) in it. (To help you get the picture of the physical part of "baptism," I will tell you that the Greeks made pickles by "baptizing" the cucumbers.) 

  1 Keph 3:21 shows clearly that the physical part of immersion in water is required for "the answer of a good conscience toward Yahuwah" and that although it is the physical body that is washed in the immersion, that isn’t the real point. When the physical body is washed in the scriptural immersion for the remission of sin, it is the spiritual body that actually receives the cleansing. The spiritual part of immersion is what Yahuwah is looking at, and that’s the spiritual condition of your heart. That’s also in 1 Keph 3:21. Read it and you’ll see.

  There are other conditions that must be met prior to immersion. Markos 16:16 also says that you must FIRST believe. Acts 2:38 says you must also repent, and if you haven’t heard the word by preaching, you’ll not have anything to believe and therefore no reason to repent. All of these things are part of the path that leads to salvation. They are not in and of themselves the things that save you, regardless of what the list that starts this chapter shows. 

  Believing that Yahushua is haMashiach by itself can not and will not save you, otherwise all of the demons that recognized Him before He cast them out would have salvation. These demons not only knew who He was, they also called on His name! Ya’aqob plainly says that the demons really believe and because of that belief, they tremble (see Ya’aqob 2:19).

  The blood of Yahushua washes you clean of your sins but you must have the means of attaining to that blood, and that is what this immersion, real scriptural immersion, by total and complete immersion in the water of a repentant and humble believer for the remission of sins, is all about. Read Rhomaios chapter six for an excellent explanation of this event.

  Yahushua is salvation. He is the Light and the Life, and there is no other way to the Father except by Him. In order to be saved, you must first believe that He is, that He died and was buried for our sins, and that He rose again by the power of the Father to eternal life. When you believe this, you must repent, which literally means that you must begin to think differently about your life style (NOT that you are sorry for your sins). You must quit doing and thinking about the things of the world and begin to do and think about the things of the Spirit. Then and only then, are you ready to be immersed in the name (authority) of the Father, the Son, and the Sacred Spirit. 

  You are NOT immersed because He was immersed, because His immersion was for completely different reasons than that of washing away sins. Remember that He had no sin. His immersion was for the completion or fulfillment of justification, which means that if He hadn’t been immersed, you would not have the opportunity to be. Immersion is NOT done as an outward sign of inward faith, as Yahuwah doesn’t need that outward sign. He requires the inward sign of the answer of a clean conscience (1 Keph 3:21). When these things happen and you rise out of the watery grave of immersion, you are rising as a new person to walk in the light and likeness of Yahushua. Your sins have been "washed away" (Acts 22:16) and you are "born again." Just as He died, was buried, and resurrected, so must you also be if you are to truly be "in His likeness." Your death, burial, and resurrection takes place in the immersion. 

  Once you believe, all of these things should all occur in a period of a few short minutes. Look at all of the immersion events in the Scripture and you will see that when someone believed, they were IMMEDIATELY immersed. There were none who believed and confessed His name who had to make an appointment for some future date for immersion. They didn’t come back next Sunday or when the preacher had enough together to make it worth his while to get wet.

  Pay close attention to the fact that there are absolutely zero occasions of immersion for the remission of sins of someone who had not heard the words, realized their error, and become repentant believers. This absolutely lets out the "baptism" of infants as being scriptural. That is another doctrine of Satan to fool people into believing that they have salvation from childhood when in fact they are alive in sin and will die in sin also. No salvation occurs in infant "baptism."

  Also understand clearly. Faith alone will NOT save. Repentance alone will NOT save. Confession alone will NOT save. Immersion alone will NOT save. No combination of these conditions except that of meeting them ALL satisfies the requirements of Yahuwah for entrance into His kingdom.

  Obey Yahuwah and live. Disobey Yahuwah and die. It’s your choice. 

  When you do are in obedience to the commandments of Yahushua, you are added to His body (the assembly, which you cannot of your own volition join) by the Sovereign and become qualified to partake of the fellowship of the saints. To retain that qualification, you must continue in obedience to the commandments of Yahuwah. Although you are now and forever more a member of the assembly, His body, that does not guarantee your entry into the paradise of Yahuwah. If you are willfully disobedient, He will blot your name out of the book of life, and you will suffer the second death at the judgment with the other sinners of this world. 

  As you are human and imperfect, you cannot help but to sin. Just don’t sin knowingly and with intent. Those unintentional sins that you as a human being are bound to commit are relieved by confession (to Yahuwah, not man), repentance, and prayer (to Yahuwah the Father in the name of Yahushua) for forgiveness. (Acts 2:47, Yahuchanan 14:15, 1 Yahuchanan 1:7-10 Revelation 3:5

Reiteration of Yahuwah’s Conditions for Salvation
  Must you believe that He is our Master? Absolutely! If you don’t believe this, nothing else matters. No matter how many Sinner’s Prayers you pray or who you pray them to, how many times or ways you are "baptized," no matter what you think about anything, and no matter how "good" a person everyone thinks you are, you are still unwashed and in the filth of your sins, and in that state you have no inheritance in the Kingdom of Yahuwah. 

  Is this belief therefore a work? No! But you MUST believe! It is something that must be DONE!

  Doesn’t the Scripture say that faith is the foundation? Absolutely, and the belief that Yahushua is Master is the beginning of that faith! And you are saved by GRACE through that FAITH.

  Is repentance necessary? I’ll answer that question with a question. What does the scripture say? If it’s in the scriptures, it is true, and therefore must be adhered to if you expect to partake of the moral cleanliness of Yahuwah. Since repentance is closely coupled with other conditions of salvation, it too is a required condition.

  Is repentance therefore a work? No! But you must repent! It is something that must be DONE!

  Must you confess Yahushua as the Sovereign? (See Rhomaios 10:9-10) Of course you must. Doesn’t the scripture say so? Does confessing Him with your mouth place you in His body? No! Absolutely not! The demons at Gaderene knew who He was, confessed the fact that He is the Anointed of Yahuwah, and called Him by name while doing it. Where are they? They certainly are not in the body of haMashiach. [See Ya’aqob (James) 2:19] 

  Is this confession therefore a work? No! But you MUST confess! It is something that must be DONE!

  After you have believed, repented, and confessed His name (Acts 2:38), you must be immersed in water. Again, the scripture says it, so it must be true! 

  When we are immersed, we are buried with Him in the likeness of His death, and we are buried into His death. The act of immersion in water symbolically buries the old man of sin so that you can be born again. In effect it is the return to the spiritual womb prior to rebirth. While you are buried with haMashiach, His blood washes you clean as evidenced by what ChananYahuw (Ananias) told Paulos (Sha’uwl), in 1 Keph 3:21, and other places. Once you have been washed in His blood, your sins are gone from the remembrance of Yahuwah, and you rise up from the washing to walk as a new person, as Paulos said in his writings and Keph said in his. You’ll confess the name of haMashiach (Yahushua) and walk as He did. (The eunuch went on his way rejoicing). Praise His Magnificent Name!

  Immersion for the remission of sins is no more a "work" than belief, confession of the fact that Yahushua haMashiach is Master, or repenting are works. Rhomaios chapter 6 is a very good explanation of the preceding statement. Now it should be obvious that in order to do anything toward salvation, you must first believe that Yahushua is haMashiach and that He is risen. If you don’t believe this there is no reason to do anything else. Once you do believe, all the rest follows BECAUSE you believe. (See Markos 16:16)

  One of the many evidences that baptism is not a work is found in Titos 3:5 (See below).

· Titos 3:5 - Not by works of righteousness that we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Scared Spirit, 

  The "washing of regeneration" mentioned here is from the Greek words "loutron" and "paliggenesia" which literally translated mean baptism for spiritual rebirth, and the renewing of the Sacred Spirit means that the person who was renewed was renovated in a spiritual sense. This is exactly the idea communicated in Acts 2:38 and Rhomaios 6:3-5! 

  Is immersion therefore a work? No! But you must be immersed! It is something that must be DONE!

  Immersion in His name (or authority) is the last condition to be met in order to enter the Body of haMashiach, which is the assembly. And you MUST do it, just as you MUST believe, and as you MUST repent, and as you MUST confess Him! (By the definition used by sinner’s prayer advocate’s theory, if immersion and the rest of these requirements are "works," then so is reciting their prayer!)

  This immersion in the likeness of His death, burial, and resurrection, and gives you the look that Yahuwah wants to see (1 Keph 3:21). He doesn’t care how dirty your physical body may be but He wants your spiritual body (your conscience) to be clean. The way to clean your conscience is to bury the old man of sin (Rhomaios 6:4) who died when you repented. Then and only then can you rise to walk in His likeness. If you are NOT buried with Him (in immersion), you CANNOT walk with Him in the likeness of His resurrection (Rhomaios 6:5). If you are not immersed, you are NOT in His likeness OR His body (Rhomaios 6:3, Galates 3:26-27). If you want to live with Him, you MUST be in the likeness of His death, burial, and resurrection. No other way to get there. No Sinner’s Prayer. No thinking good thoughts. No works of righteousness. Just obedience to His word and in the way He said it. No changes are allowed. If He said it, believe it. Do it! 

So is immersion a work?
  No! But you MUST be immersed in accordance with scripture TO BE IN THE Body of our Savior, the Assembly!

 

CHAPTER V

THE ASSEMBLY

Section 1. - The Assembly 

· G1577. ekklesia (ek-klay-see'-ah) - from a composite of G1537 and a derivative of G2564; a calling out, i.e. (concr.) a popular meeting, especially a religious congregation such as a Yahudiyth synagogue or Christian community of members on earth or saints in paradise or both. 

  The word "church" is a pagan word that has been applied to an assembly of people. Contrary to what many people of today think that assembly is, it is NOT a building, or a system of worship, ceremonial rites, or anything else. It is an assembly of people who are called out for ANY reason. People of today usually associate the title only with so-called "Christian" groups, but there are many types and affiliations of groups that correctly merit and use that pagan title, "church."

  Of the many types of "churches" in this world, and many do claim to be part of the body of the haMashiach (the Christ), quite a few are in fact assemblies of the archenemy, Satan. Although these assemblies outwardly appear to be composed of the children of Yahuwah, they are in reality more of Satan's congregation. You have to be very careful in ascertaining the true character of any group with which you wish to associate yourself. You can identify the affiliation of a group of people, whether they are a so-called "church," business group, family, or whatever, by the products (fruits) of that group. If you want to see their true products, you may have to dig a little deeper than what you can see on the surface. If they are truly children of Yahuwah, they will produce "fruit" acceptable to Him. If they are not, their fruit will be of a somewhat different nature, and many times it can be very difficult to tell the good fruit from the bad with just a cursory glance.

  Remember that our Savior, Yahushua, called some of the leading "ministers of God" of the first century "whited sepulchers," as it was rendered in the KJV. This literally means that they were all pretty and neat and acceptable according to what they LOOKED like on the outside, but in reality they were horrible caricatures of what they were supposed to have been on the inside. A sepulcher is a tomb or grave. To white, in the sense He meant, was to paint the outside with whitewash to make it LOOK clean, while in fact it was internally filthy. 

  The exact words He used are: 

· MattithYahuw (Matthew) 23: 27-28 - Woe to you, scribes and Par’osh, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and of all uncleanness. {28} Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

There are many "churches" today who aptly fit that description due to the actions of the people of their congregation. Ask yourself the questions below about the members of the "church" you attend. If the answer is yes to any of them, maybe you should be seeking a real congregation of Yahuwah with which to fellowship.

· Do they "raise Cain on Saturday night" but go to "church" on Sunday"? 

· Do they "attend church every time the doors are open" but cheat on their income tax?

· Do they drive a "church bus" to pick up children for "church" and then exceed the speed limit so they'll get them there on time?

· Does the minister preach "hellfire and damnation" while he is having a sexual affair with some of the women in the congregation?

· Do they say they believe that the Ten Commandments are the laws of Yahuwah but attend worship services on the first day of the week (pagan Sunday)?

· Does the "Board of Deacons" or the hired preacher "run the church"?

A good example of what the assembly is can be found in the epistles of Paulos. In his first letter to the people in the city of Korinthos (Korinthos), he had this to say.

· 1 Korinthios 1:1 - Paulos, called to be an apostle of Yahushua haMashiach through the will of Yahuwah, and Sosthenes our brother, {2} to the assembly of Yahuwah which is at Korinthos, to them that are sanctified in haMashiach Yahushua, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Yahushua haMashiach, our Master, both theirs and ours, {3} grace to you and peace, from Yahuwah our Father, and from the Master, Yahushua haMashiach. 

  Note that he identified himself and his office and he also identified to whom he was writing. The assembly of Yahuwah at Korinthos. He was not writing to the First Baptist Church of Korinthos, nor to the United Methodist Church of Korinthos, nor to the Korinthos Church of Christ, or the Korinthos Blessed Virgin Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Roman Catholic), or to the First United Christian Church of Korinthos, or to any other "church" whose name you can find in any city today. He was writing to the assembly of believers who just happened to reside in the city of Korinthos. There could be no other assembly in that city as there can only be one group of people who are the called out of the Master in one specific area.

  One area, one assembly. This is part of the unity that has been lost as the assembly has "evolved" over the centuries. As more and more pagan beliefs, rites, and ceremonies found their way into the practices of the assembly of our Master, the assembly turned further and further away from that Master. The strongest group eventually became known as the Rhomaios Catholic Church. 

  When the protest against the Rhomaios Catholic Church occurred, the Protestant (meaning those who protest) "church" became extant, following many of the errors instituted and maintained by their mother, the harlot of Rhome. Soon after this "Reformation" occurred and this anti-Roman Catholic "church" made its appearance, many people began to realize that all still was not correct in the assembly of which they were a part, and they could tell it by reading for themselves what the word had to say. Unhappily, many of these people who disagreed with the actions of the body with which they were associated, when they split and formed their own group because of the doctrinal differences, went from one group of errors to another group of errors. They had a little light, but not enough to conform their beliefs to only those found in the scripture. Many had much difficulty parting themselves from practices which they had known all of their lives (Roman Catholic), and did not realize that they were still exhibiting characteristics that were part of that "church" but not part of the scripture. They continued to "baptize" infants, and they "baptized" by sprinkling or pouring water on the head of the recipient, instead of immersing them as the word means and the scripture teaches. Some realized this particular error and did correct it, while many others did not. They kept the separation of "Laity" from the "Clergy," which is not found in the scripture. They continued to meet and worship on Sunday, the pagan day of worship, instead of the day that Yahuwah Himself set aside for that purpose. This list could go on for awhile.

  These types of erroneous actions have compounded themselves until today what passes for the assembly of our Master has few characteristics that were to be found in the assembly at the time of the apostles while it retains many of the characteristics found in the pagan church of Rhome. The apostles foretold this event, and since they were talking with the authority of Yahuwah, it should surprise no one that it has happened as they said.

Section 2. - What is the True Assembly?
  The best way to understand what the assembly really is will be to first determine what it is not. From that point, the truths and falsehoods concerning all aspects of the foundation and structure of the assembly can be explored and exposed. Remember that this is intended to be a starting point in your study of the assembly and not as an all-inclusive statement of the foundation and structure of that body.

a. The Assembly is Not . . .

1. The house of our 'Elohiym, whose name is Yahuwah - That role is played by the physical body of each individual who is a member of the body of our Savior, whose name is Yahushua. 

2. A building - Most people, when they think about or talk about "their church," are referring to the structure or building where they go on whatever day is designated by their sect's religious beliefs, usually the pagan day of worship, Sunday, to associate with others who believe the same way they do. 

3. A system of belief - such as a particular "faith system," or the religious creed that is espoused by a group, such as the Catholic Church, Baptist Church, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Jehovah's Witnesses, African Methodist Episcopalians, etc. 

b. The Assembly is . . .

1. The body of Yahushua - Opened for general membership on the day of Pentecost, in the year that Yahushua was hung on a tree, it has continued unchanged in doctrine and practices since then. It is built on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets with Yahushua Himself being the chief cornerstone. These things cannot change. The only change that has occurred has been in the number of incarnate members at any given moment. Yahushua (erroneously called Jesus) haMashiach (the Messiah, the Anointed, or the Christ), the same today, yesterday, and forever. 

2. The true Assembly of Yahushua, or what ever other scripturally accurate name you may desire to call it, is comprised of those who are in obedience to Him and have satisfied those conditions stated in scripture for inclusion in His body. Yahushua said that His mother, and brothers, and sisters, are those who do the will of His Father. 

c. The Assembly as the Body of Yahushua
  These verses and the scripture that surrounds them are some that spell out that the assembly is the body of Yahushua. 

	Rhomaios 12:5
	1 Korinthios 10:17
	1 Korinthios 12:12-27

	Ephesios 1:22-23
	Ephesios 2:16
	Ephesios 3:6

	Ephesios 4:4
	Ephesios 4:12
	Ephesios 4:15-16

	Ephesios 5:29-30
	Kolossia 1:18
	Kolossia 2:17

	Kolossia 2:19
	Kolossia 3:15
	


Section 3. - Organization and Structure of the Assembly
  Some terms that are commonly used in religious conversation and for certain offices and such within the assembly are derived from pagan names and also from certain mangling of words from the original language. Because most people have an idea of what each of these words mean in the modern usage, I will retain them here, but remember that we need to be using the correct terms for whatever subject we are talking about. Ultimately we will be held responsible for the proper usage.

  High Priest 
This position is one that was given by Yahuwah the Father to one person only, and forever. This same person holds the position today just as when it was given to Him two thousand years ago. He will hold it forever, without possibility of replacement. This person is: Yahushua haMashiach, our Master. 

  The term "high priest" is really a misnomer, as the word "priest" is a corrupted form of the Greek word presbuteros, or elder. The word translated as "priest" from the 'Ibriy (Hebrew) is kohen (ko-hane'), which literally means one who officiates. This person was the one who did the service in the temple of Yahuwah under the law of Mosheh and he had to be of the tribe of Lewiy and the "high priest" had to be specifically of the family of ‘Aharown (Aaron). 

  The position of "priest" is the same position that in Greek is called hiereus (hee-er-yooce') which means the same thing (literally or figuratively) as kohen. The "high priest" is archiereus (ar-khee-er-yuce), or the high official (literally of the Yahudah, typified by haMashiach). There are no officiators, other than the overseers, in the assembly of our Sovereign, and no "representative on earth," other than all of the living children of Yahuwah.

· Acts 3:1 - Wherefore, sacred brothers, partakers of the celestial calling, consider the Apostle and High Official of our profession, haMashiach Yahushua . . .

  Bishop
The "office of bishop" is from the Greek word episkope (ep-is-kop-ay') which by implication means superintendence in the position of leadership in the local congregation. In the scripture there is always a plurality (more than one) of these overseers in the local congregation. 

  The Greek word for the person in this office is episkopos (ep-is'-kop-os) and it means "a superintendent." These individuals are also elders, from presbuteros (pres-boo'-ter-os) which is a companion word to presbus, which means elderly. 

  Overseers are always elders, but elders are not always overseers. For an elder to be "ordained" an overseer, he must be senior not only in age but in the faith also, and meet the other requirements stated in the scripture. Overseers are always male and seniors in physical age and maturity in the scripture. 

  The requirements for someone to obtain to this office are very simple but also very strict. They are found in several places in the scripture, but Paulos delineates them very well in the below passage of scripture. 

· 1 Timotheos 3:1-7 - This is a true saying! If a man desires the office of an overseer he desires a good work. An overseer then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach. Not given to wine, no striker, not a lover of money, but patient. Not a brawler, not covetous, one that rules his own house well, having his children in subjection with all gravity. For if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the assembly of Yahuwah? Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he falls into the condemnation of the traducer. Moreover he must have a good report of them which are outside lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the traducer. 

  Deacons
The position of deacon - From the Greek word diakoneo (dee-ak-on-eh'-o), meaning to be an attendant, i.e. wait upon menially as a host or friend. It is not a position of authority as seen in so many so-called "Christian" denominations. The person in the office is a diakonos (dee-ak'-on-os) who runs errands, acts as an attendant, and as a waiter (at table or in other menial duties), etc. 

· 1 Timotheos 3:8-13 - Likewise the deacons must be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not lovers of money. Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also first be tested, then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree and great boldness in the faith which is in haMashiach Yahushua. 

Gifts of the Spirit

· 1 Korinthios 12:4-12Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Master. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same 'Elohiym that works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man for profit. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another divers kinds of languages, to another the interpretation of languages. But all these works from that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to each man as He will. For as the body is one and has many members and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body. So also is haMashiach. 

  Paulos tells us in no uncertain language that immersed believers are given spiritual gifts by Yahuwah to edify and complete the assembly and that no gift is to be considered better than any other, regardless of what we think. These gifts are not offices in the assembly, but are gifts of the Spirit to each and every individual member of the body of Yahushua. The offices delineated above have no bearing on who has what gift. As a matter of fact, most of the gifts are more desirous than being selected as an overseer.

· 1 Korinthios 12:28-31 - And Yahuwah has set some in the assembly, first apostles1, secondarily prophets2, thirdly teachers3, after that miracles4, then gifts of healings5, helps7, governments8, diversities of tongues9. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Do all have the gifts of healing? Do all speak with languages? Do all interpret? But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet show I to you a more excellent way. 

1. Apostles – from apostolos (ap-os'-tol-os), which literally means a delegate. Specifically an ambassador of the Gospel and officially a commissioner of haMashiach (with miraculous powers). An apostle is one who travels around in the name of the gospel and is able through the power of Yahuwah to perform what are usually referred to as miracles. The ones most people are familiar with are the twelve and Paulos. 

2. Prophets – a prophetes (prof-ay'-tace) is a foreteller and by analogy an inspired speaker. By further by extension he is a poet. Anyone who foretells events through knowledge of Yahuwah's will, no matter how the information is supplied to him (direct revelation, dreams, visions, etc.) qualifies as a prophet. Also one who preaches the word of Yahuwah as directed by the Spirit. Also, one who speaks the word in an inspired manner, such as an evangelist or preacher (see below). 

3. Teachers - didaskalos (did-as'-kal-os), is an instructor (generally or specifically). He is a person who has this gift and is instructing others in the Word, and teaches the Word more perfectly to those who desire the knowledge. He will, through the power and guidance of the Spirit, increase their understanding of the Word and provide them with the "meat" of the gospel. The individuals receiving this instruction have to want it or it will not be well received. If they truly want the teaching and to learn what is offered, they will grow tremendously in the Master. 

4. Miracles - dunamis (doo'-nam-is) means a force (literally or figuratively). In scripture it has been rendered as miraculous power (usually by implication a miracle itself) and has come to mean something extraordinary, effectively outside the normal realm of activity, and therefore supernatural. In fact, it is not supernatural at all. It is a normal part of the manifested power of Yahuwah. 

5. The gift of working "miracles" is a marvelous one that will demonstrate to everyone who sees the "miracle" that our 'Elohiym is and that He is able to perform what He said. Yahuwah’s power is as natural to Him as breathing is to us. We are "subnatural," a created being, so anything that shows the power of Yahuwah would appear to us to be supernatural. 

6. Healers - iama (ee'-am-ah) - a cure or the effect. This gift of healing is wonderful in that it alleviates pain, suffering, and disease for those who have the faith to receive it. Healers must always keep in mind that it is the power of Yahuwah that is performing the healing and is nothing that they are doing or that they can control. 

7. Helps - antilepsis (an-til'-ape-sis) – relief or help in the sense of giving succor (relief) to those in need as all true followers of haMashiach must be inclined to do. 

8. Governments - kubernesis (koo-ber'-nay-sis) - from kubernao (of Latin origin, to steer); pilotage, i.e. (figuratively) directorship (in the assembly). Since this gift is the seventh on the list, and overseers are described here, it would seem that all the other gifts are better than being in charge of the flock. 

9. Diversities of tongues - glossa (gloce'-sah) - the tongue, by implication a language (specifically one naturally unacquired). Many people, especially those of the Pentecostal persuasion, like to talk about their "prayer language." These people also usually have a person in their congregation who "speaks" in an "unknown tongue" at sometime during the regular services. Most of the time, the "interpreter" is the hired employee of the "church" (the preacher) and his/her interpretation fits in with the subject of that particular Sunday’s sermon perfectly. This concept is not supported in the scriptures. This diversity of tongues (languages) is exactly that. In Acts 2:4-11, as seen below, you will see that in fact when the Apostles "spoke with other tongues", they were in fact speaking foreign languages that they did not know and that were the native language of and understood by someone who was present and listening. 

  About "tongues" as an unknown language: 

· Acts 2:4-11 - And they were all filled with the Sacred Spirit and began to speak with other languages, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at Yeruwshalaim Yahudiym, devout men, out of every nation under the sky. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they were all amazed and marveled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galiyl? And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and Maday, and 'Eylam, and the dwellers in 'Aram Naharayim, and in Yahudah, and Kappadokia, in Pontos, and Asia, {10} Phrugia, and Pamphulia, in Mitsrayim, and in the parts of Libue about Kurene, and strangers of Rhome, Yahudiy and proselytes, {11} Kres and 'Araps, we hear them speak in our languages the wonderful works of Yahuwah. 

Other functions within the Assembly

  Evangelist – transliterated from G2099, euaggelistes (yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace'). It literally means a preacher of the gospel. That is, one who travels around the countryside preaching (announcing the good news, or gospel, of haMashiach) to those who have not yet heard it. It does not mean a preacher who "has a church" and is paid to preach to the same people every Sunday. 

  Preacher – from G2783, kerux (kay'-roox) which means a herald. So this is another person who tells the magnificent story of Yahushua to people who will listen. Again it does not mean the hireling of a congregation who writes sermons from books and "preaches" them to the same people every Sunday. 

Section 4. - Unity of the Assembly
  The apostle Paulos had some things to say by inspiration about unity within the assembly. This is a unity that we do not see exercised or even evident today, what with all of the myriad versions of the Christian faith that abound worldwide. He went on to say that we should not have these doctrinal differences that have created the fragmented assembly that calls itself the "church." 

· 1 Korinthios 1:10 - Now I beseech you, brothers, by the name of our Master, Yahushua haMashiach, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

  Are we all speaking the same thing? Do we have divisions among us? Are we perfectly joined together in the same mind and judgment? Are all of the believers in His name ONE, as He desired us to be?

· 1 Korinthios 1:11-13 - For it has been declared to me of you, my brothers, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. {12} Now this I say, that every one of you says, I am of Paulos and I of Apollos and I of Keph and I of haMashiach. {13} Is haMashiach divided? Was Paulos impaled for you? Or were you immersed in the name of Paulos? 

  Now if you reread verse 12 substituting these words in place of the personal names it would sound something like this.

· Now this I say, that every one of you says, I am a Baptist and I am a Methodist and I am a Catholic; and I am Church of Christ. 

  Is this the way it should be? Yahuwah forbid! We have to be ONE in Yahushua, or we are NOT acceptable to Yahuwah.

· Ephesios 4:1I therefore, the prisoner of the Master, beseech you that you walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called 2 with all lowliness and meekness, with patience, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Master, one faith, one immersion, 6 One 'Elohiym and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

  How can the people in the assembly of our Savior believe different things about that Savior, practice different things in the worship and call it fellowship with that Savior, and yet all of them still say that they are following Him as ONE body? That's like saying that your foot has blue skin while your leg is purple and your face is green, and they all use different blood to stay that way.

  Our Savior had some things to say about unity in His body also. He was adamant that the primary characteristic that would show the world we are His is that we loved our fellow Christian brothers and showed that love openly.

  Yahushua prayed this in Yahuchanan (John) 17: 21-22 

· That they all may be one as You, Father, are in me, and I in You, that they also may be one in us that the world may believe that You have sent me. And the splendor which You gave me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one. 

Section 5. - Ecumenicalism
  This section of this chapter was adapted, corrected for names, and greatly expanded from a basic work of an unknown author. If I knew his name, I would give him credit. Since I do not know his name, I'll give the credit and praise to Yahuwah. The subject matter is excellent and he presented it very well, and it is so very true. 

-----------------

Ecumenicalism of Today

  Do you believe the scriptures are in fact the word of Yahuwah? Do you believe that we must be in obedience to His will as found in His word? Then it is time for you to become a true ecumenicist.

ec·u·men·i·cal (µk"y…-mµn"¹-k…l) also ec·u·men·ic (-mµn"¹k) --adj. 1. Of worldwide scope or applicability; universal. 2.a. Of or relating to the worldwide Christian church. b. Concerned with establishing or promoting unity among churches or religions. --ec"u·men"i·cal n. --ec"u·men"i·cal·ism n. --ec"u·men"i·cal·ly adv. 

  The ecumenicists that you meet on the street don't mean what is spelled out in the definition above when they use the word. What they mean is that all of the denominations need to be tolerant and accepting of one another, respecting their differences, and that they work together for whatever goals they have set.

  As you can see, that is NOT what the word means. To be truly ecumenical does not mean to accept the differences in the assemblies that use the name of our Sovereign. It means to DO AWAY WITH THOSE DIFFERENCES and truly be one body. The only way this can be done is for everyone to turn to the Yahuwah and His word. Accept ALL of what He has to say, and not just the parts you like. Quit believing what man has to say about what Yahuwah had to say. Listen to Yahuwah ONLY. He has given us the means to do this. Now it is up to us. If we desire to be His children, we will, nay, WE MUST, do it His way. Then there WILL be unity in His body. Everyone WILL speak the same thing. Everyone WILL be of one mind and judgment. There can be no other way.

Unity of the Spirit in the Assembly
  Yahuwah 's object in creation and redemption is to obtain a corporate expression to manifest His Son. His corporate expression is the assembly, the bride of Mashiach. In this dispensation, Yahuwah 's goal is to gain the voluntary and loving obedience of the people of the earth so that they may be reconciled to Him through His grace. It is through the corporate expression of the assembly that our 'Elohiym, whose name is Yahuwah, will achieve His goal of providing the means of redemption of these people through the blood of Yahushua haMashiach, His Son. The assembly is the body of Yahushua; and it is for Yahuwah 's present kingdom on the earth. For this reason, Satan's chief attack against Yahuwah 's purpose has been to divide and separate from the assembly through the entrance of apostate and pagan beliefs. Scripture teaches that a kingdom divided against itself cannot stand (Matthew 12:25). For any assembly to be a successful fulfillment of Yahuwah 's goal of the redemption of the people of the earth, that assembly must stand on proper ground as found in His word, the Scripture. The Scripture teaches that the ground of the assembly is the body of Yahushua in a specific locality.

The Boundary of Locality
  In nature, the Assembly is universal in haMashiach, meaning that the assembly, as the body of haMashiach, exists throughout the universe. In expression, the assembly is local in a specific locality, meaning that each congregation (ekklesia - assembly) is THE ASSEMBLY in its entirety, and not just some small, local arm of a universal assembly. With respect to the believers' divine nature, there is one Universal Assembly in which all real children of Yahuwah in the world belong. All who share Yahushua's divine life through the new birth belong to the one Assembly. However, with respect to the assembly's practical expression, there are many assemblies in the world. Yet, scripture shows that these assemblies are local in nature, and that there is only one assembly in any one specific locality. According to the scripture, the only ground or reason to divide the Universal Assembly into many assemblies is specific locality. Due to the distance problem of geographic separation that we face for the time being, it is impossible for all the followers of Yahushua in the world to meet together for fellowship every shabbath as the one assembly. To solve this problem, Yahuwah has established the local assemblies. In scripture, a specific locality is shown to be a city, town, village, or any other such area that is a local population center. These places are where people congregate due to the feasibility of their proximity. Therefore, the boundary of the local assembly is always a specific locality. For this reason, Paulos told Titos to ordain elders in every city (polis - a town, properly with walls, of greater or less size) while the book of Acts records that the apostles ordained elders in every assembly (Titos 1:5, Acts 14:23). Putting these two passages together reveals that there is to be only one assembly in each specific locality in which a plurality of elders are to govern. Furthermore, the Scripture shows us that whenever the singular word "church" is used, it refers to the one assembly in that specific locality. However, whenever the plural word "churches" is used, it refers to the many assemblies in a larger geographic region or province. Consider the following passages that make this clear:

  The Assembly of . . . (specific locality)
  (Place names have not been corrected for pronunciation) 

· The assembly of Antioch - Acts 13:1 

· The assembly of Caesarea - Acts 18:22 

· The assembly of Cenchrea - Rhomaios 16:1 

· The assembly of Corinth - 1 Korinthios 1:2 

· The assembly of Ephesus - Revelation 2:1, 3:1 

· The assembly of Jerusalem - Acts 8:1 

· The assembly of Laodicea - Kolossia 4:16 

· The assembly of Pergamos - Revelation 2:12 

· The assembly of Philadelphia - Revelation 3:7 

· The assembly of Sardis - Revelation 3:1 

· The assembly of Smyrna - Revelation 2:8 

· The assembly of Thessalonica - 1 Thessalonikeos 1:1 

· The assembly of Thyatira - Revelation 2:18 

  The Assembly of . . . (region) 

· The assemblies of Asia - 1 Korinthios 16:19 

· The assemblies of Cilicia - Acts 15:41 

· The assemblies of the Gentiles - Rhomaios 16:4 

· The assemblies of Galatia - 1 Korinthios 14:33 

· The assemblies of Galilee - Acts 9:31 

· The assemblies of Judea - Galates 1:22 

· The assemblies of Macedonia - 2 Korinthios 8:1 

· The assemblies of Samaria - Acts 9:31 

· The assemblies of Syria - Acts 15:41 

  Yahuwah has ordained that the assembly takes the specific locality to be its unit in order to preserve the unity of the body of haMashiach. According to Scripture, there is no assembly that is larger than the specific locality, and there is no assembly that is smaller than the specific locality. The reason why the Spirit has established the ground of specific locality is to prevent division among Yahuwah 's people. In Yahuwah 's thought, the only reason why I do not meet with another brother in haMashiach is simply because he lives too far away from me. Do you see how this ground maintains the unity of the assembly, and guards the testimony that haMashiach is one before the world? If a child of Yahuwah divides from another child of Yahuwah for any reason other than the distance between his and their specific locality, he commits sin (an exception to this rule deals with excommunication as detailed in 1 Korinthios 5 and MattithYahuw 18).

  All the children of Yahuwah living in the same specific locality are to be part of the same assembly, for the boundary of the assembly is the specific locality. Assemblies that either exceed or narrow the basis of specific locality are not scriptural assemblies, but are individual units of a sectarian group. For example, the Roman Catholic Church is a worldwide assembly, and the Anglican "church" is a national "church." Neither the Roman nor the Anglican "churches" are scriptural assemblies for they extend the ground of the assembly beyond a specific locality. Likewise, all denominations such as Baptist, Brothers, Church of Christ, Pentecostal, Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, and Charismatic all undercut the ground of specific locality and therefore do not stand on the scriptural ground of the assembly. All of these "churches" that exist in the same specific locality should be meeting together as a single local assembly. The error of the present denominational system is that it produces many "churches" in one specific locality which all stand upon a ground other than the scripture in that specific locality (so called "nondenominational" assemblies are just as sectarian as denominational "churches" if they do not stand upon proper assembly ground). Paulos condemned this sort of sectarianism in 1 Korinthios 1:11-13. 

He writes: 

For it has been declared unto me of you, my brothers, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this I say, that every one of you says, I am of Paulos and I of Apollos and I of Keph and I of haMashiach. Is haMashiach divided? Was Paulos crucified for you? Or were you immersed in the name of Paulos? 

  The Korinthios had begun to depart from the scriptural ground of the assembly. They were seeking to narrow the basis of specific locality and divide the assembly into several congregations within the city of Korinthos. Whenever there is more than one assembly in a specific locality, the testimony of haMashiach's oneness is destroyed, and the message sent to the world is that haMashiach is divided. The Korinthios were divisive for they sought to have the assembly of Apollos, the assembly of Keph, the assembly of Paulos, and the assembly of haMashiach and they wanted them all to exist within the same city. This is no different than the present situation of having many "churches" existing within the same specific locality. Paulos called such divisiveness carnal (1 Korinthios. 3:3-4). Each specific locality is only to have one assembly and that assembly belongs only to Yahushua. Whenever more than one assembly of Yahushua exists in a specific locality, you have the formation of a sect. When an assembly is called by any other name than those found in scripture, they do not belong to Yahushua.

The Content of the Assembly
  As we have seen, scripture makes clear that outwardly the boundary of the assembly is the specific locality and the inward content of the assembly is the body of haMashiach. Ephesios 1:22-23 tells us that the assembly is the body of haMashiach. Therefore, the only requirement for membership in the local assembly is that a person belongs to the body of haMashiach. All those who are part of haMashiach's body in a specific locality are to be part of the same assembly. Our Master Himself said that the assembly is built upon the foundation of those who know and confess that Yahushua is haMashiach (MattithYahuw 16:16-18).

  In 1 Korinthios 1:2 Paulos says, "To the assembly of Yahuwah which is at Korinthos, to them that are sanctified in haMashiach Yahushua, called saints . . ." Here, Paulos shows that all who are called saints by being sanctified in haMashiach and are living in Korinthos are part of the assembly of Korinthos. Furthermore, in Rhomaios 14:3, Paulos teaches that the only requirement for one to be accepted in a local assembly is that Yahuwah has received him. Receiving a person into the assembly is not a matter of what doctrines the person embraces, but a matter of whether or not one is accepted by Yahuwah (it is understood that a true believer in haMashiach who has been accepted by Yahuwah will embrace the essential doctrines of spiritual unity listed in Ephesios. 4:4-6). Paulos argues that as long as Yahuwah has received him, we must receive him too. Rhomaios 15:7 says, "Wherefore you receive one another as haMashiach also received us to the splendor of Yahuwah." You don't have to "move your letter" in order to be accepted in any true assembly of Yahushua.

  Today, many "churches" have refused fellowship with professed members of haMashiach's body, making the ground of their assembly more narrow than the body of haMashiach. Regrettably, many that would call themselves "Christian" have rejected their supposed brothers in haMashiach from fellowshipping with them because of perceived differences in doctrine or spiritual practice. From their perspective, you not only have to be a "Christian" to fellowship with them, but you must also be a Baptist, or Methodist, or whatever else they may be. Sorry, folks. There is no such thing as a Baptist Christian, a Methodist Christian, a Catholic Christian, etc. You are either a child of Yahuwah or you are not. This sectarianism is a major error of the denominational system today and Yahuwah condemns it. Most of today's assemblies are based upon a certain creed, doctrine, method, or minister rather than on scripture, spiritual unity and obedience to the will of Yahuwah. The result is that within the same specific locality there are so-called Christian "churches" that are grounded upon spiritual gifts, so-called Christian "churches" that are grounded upon water "baptism," so-called Christian "churches" that are grounded upon "sound" scripture teaching, so-called Christian "churches" that are grounded upon evangelism, so-called Christian "churches" that are grounded upon receiving of the Spirit and speaking in "tongues", etc. While such practices such as water "baptism," sound scripture teaching, etc., are all important to the life of a child of Yahuwah, according to scripture none of these constitute the ground of the assembly. The ground of the assembly is being in the body and in obedience to the will of Yahuwah. Any group that makes a doctrine, a practice, or a minister the basis of their fellowship is sectarian, for it denies the scriptural ground of the assembly and the whole doctrine that is revealed in that scripture. It does not necessarily follow that the people attending such assemblies don't sincerely consider themselves to be Yahuwah's people. Rather, it means that the assembly is inherently exclusive, does not stand upon the scriptural ground for an assembly, and that those in fellowship are therefore not in obedience to the will of Yahuwah and without the required scriptural base. Unhappily, to their and our sorrow, the people of these congregations are going to hear the sad words Yahushua spoke in Matthew 7:21-24.

  As an example of extreme divisiveness, some people actually say that if you do not "speak in tongues"; you are not a "Christian." They base this on Markos 16:17-18. I say to them that they need to read the entire passage. If speaking in tongues is required as evidence that someone is a child of Yahuwah, then casting out demons, healing the sick, drinking poison, and snake handling are also required for each and every one of us who would be children of Yahuwah. Actually, all of these are individual gifts of the spirit as seen in 1 Korinthios 12. Some may have them all, or some may have only one. Lack of any one of them is not evidence of anything except that the Spirit did not impart that particular gift to you. As the next chapter in scripture points out rather succinctly, none of the gifts matter if you do not have love one for another. That is the real evidence of the disciples of Yahushua (Yahuchanan 13:34-35).

  While some assemblies have narrowed the ground of the body of haMashiach, others have widened the ground, receiving the disobedient and unbelievers into their congregations as brothers. Assemblies that permit unbelievers to partake of the Master's table and receive spiritual fellowship open the door for carnality to enter and destroy the assembly just as it was foretold by the Apostles and has been proven by history. Just as the mixed multitude caused Yisra'el to sin, so the defiling element of unbelievers will cause the assembly to be hindered spiritually (Numbers 11:4). Paulos said, "Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, as you are unleavened" (1 Korinthios 5:6-7). When an assembly receives unbelievers and practicing sinners as brothers, the assembly becomes apostate, and begins to conform to the corrupt world. When accepting these people in the state of their willful disobedience, the assembly has never been able to turn them away from their false doctrines, but these people instead have always caused the assembly to be turned away from the truth toward their pagan doctrines. The history of the assembly is replete with examples of this. This is the single major reason for the multitude of varying beliefs that constitute modern "Christianity" and the many, many assemblies practicing so many, many different things. Yet all of them profess to be followers of the same Yahushua haMashiach. Just how many different directions is Yahushua going anyway?

Building the Assembly
  Scripture is very clear that the ground of the assembly in any specific locality is the body of haMashiach. Any group of believers that is not based on this ground is sectarian. Although such groups may sometimes contain some of Yahuwah's people, they nonetheless hinder Yahuwah's purpose of gaining ground for Yahuwah's kingdom in the earth by disobeying His will. However, when the assembly is built up in oneness, Satan is put to shame. Consider haMashiach's prayer for the assembly in John 17:21-23, 

· That they all may be one, as you Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be one in us, THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE SENT ME . . . I in them, and you in me, that they may be made perfect in ONE and THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW THAT YOU HAVE SENT ME . . . 

  The oneness of the assembly is the secret to effective evangelism! This is why Satan fears the building of the assembly in oneness. You see, one of the greatest hindrances that blinds unbelievers from seeing the truth of Yahushua is the fact that there are so many sects within what passes for "Christianity" today. The fact that there are hundreds of "churches" in a city which all proclaim that a different Savior, even tough they may all call Him by the same name, sends a message to the world that haMashiach is divided. However, if believers would abandon their sectarianism and come into the unity of the Spirit, the world would know that Yahuwah has sent haMashiach! This is the essence of haMashiach's prayer in John 17. In Revelation chapters 2 and 3, there was only one lampstand representing each of the seven assemblies of Asia. Today, the lampstands of our cities are divided into so many different segments. When the lampstand is divided, the oil leaks out. However, when the lampstand is one, the oil of Yahuwah's testimony will be available to cause the light to shine bright and full, and bring His love and spiritual fullness to others.

  I am convinced that most of those who profess "Christianity" do not understand what spiritual oneness entails. Spiritual oneness is not simply a matter of holding hands with other denominations over the doctrinal fence that separates your denominations. This is simply a subtle cloak to conceal your own divisiveness and lack of obedience to Yahuwah. Satan uses this cloak most effectively to make assembly members feel content in their individualism, independence, and divisiveness while they think what good little "Christians" they are. Spiritual oneness is not a matter of us holding hands over the fence but of destroying the fence altogether! True unity is abandoning our sects completely to their master and becoming a part of the one assembly of the real Master of the universe. This can only be accomplished by everyone concerned forgetting the beliefs that they have built up over time and turning to the scripture for the timeless and real truth it contains. Quit trying to prove your beliefs by the scripture! Instead use the scripture to learn what the doctrine of Yahuwah is and therefore what your beliefs must be! Use no traditions of man as coequal in authority with the word of Yahuwah, for there are none that are able to meet that standard. The scripture alone tells us all we need to know of the assembly, its organization and operation.

  According to the scripture, the existence of one assembly in a specific locality entails the following three items: 

1. it has only one, locally grown, administration (see Acts 14:23, Titos 1:5, Acts 20:17), 

2. it identifies itself by no other name than the name of its specific locality (Revelation 2,3), and 

3. it is based upon no other ground than the body of haMashiach in a specific locality. (It has no National or World Headquarters, See, Synod, etc.) 

  With respect to the practical outworking of having one assembly per specific locality, several points should be noted. An assembly should meet together in one place until the number of people in that assembly exceeds the feasibility or capacity of the meeting facility, or hinders the success of the assembly meeting. At that point, a group from the overcrowded local assembly should join together with those who live in their immediate environs and start another congregation that is identified by their immediate specific locality name. All towns and cities of the world have enough suburbs and small unincorporated areas surrounding them so there should never be a problem as to what to call a particular assembly. Remember that it is still THE assembly, and people can freely move from one congregation to another without regard for geographic boundaries. All local assemblies can or not cooperate with each other and every other assembly outside their local area in matters that they wish to if they see fit. If they do not desire to support or cooperate in some matter with other assemblies, they are not required by scripture to do so. Also remember that the doctrine as found in the scripture must be maintained in its simplicity and purity by each assembly, regardless of geographic locality, or sectarianism will be the result of any move. 

The opposition to Yahuwah’s Building
  When we begin to build the assembly and come into oneness, we must expect Satan to rise up and attack. Since Satan knows that the building of the assembly is the key to gaining ground on the earth for Yahuwah, he violently opposes it. Yahushua taught that the building of His assembly was a threat to Satan's kingdom.

Consider MattithYahuw (Matthew) 16:18-19

· And I say also to you that you are Keph and upon this rock I will build my assembly and the gates of she'owl shall not prevail against it. And I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the sky and whatsoever you shall bind on earth will be in the pattern of what has been bound in the sky and whatsoever you shall loose on earth will be in the pattern of what has been loosed in the sky. 

  Yahushua promised that the gates of she'owl (the abode of the dead) would not prevail against the building of His assembly. 

  The enemy, Satan, does not mind so-called Christians building their own sects based on doctrine that differs from the word of Yahuwah. As a matter of fact, he encourages and assists it. This type of building furthers his ends and contributes much to his specialty, confusion on the earth. But he trembles when true children of Yahuwah abandon sectarianism and begin to build the true assembly upon its proper ground of the confession that Yahushua is haMashiach, the Son of our living 'Elohiym and the obedience to His commandments. This is why haMashiach related the building of the assembly to enforcing the kingdom of Yahuwah upon the earth (MattithYahuw 16:19, 18:18-20). Yahuwah's earthly kingdom is the assembly and it therefore suffers loss when division occurs.

  The 'Ibriy (Hebrew) scripture illustrates well the opposition to the building of Yahuwah's one assembly. After the captivity in Babel (Babylon), Yahudah (Judah) was exiled from their land and dispersed throughout the Babel Empire. Interestingly, while the Yahudah were in exile, they no longer called Yahuwah the 'Elohiym of the sky and the earth, but addressed him as the 'Elohiym of the sky only ('Ezra 1:2, 5:11, NechemYahuw (Nehemiah) 1:4, 2:20, Daniye'l (Daniel) 2:37). Since Yahuwah's people were not living in the land to maintain Yahuwah's testimony, Yahuwah no longer had His ground in the earth. Therefore, they could not truly call Him the 'Elohiym of the earth.

  The Babel captivity was a prophetic type of the divisions that have separated those who would be children of Yahuwah since the fourth century. However, Yahuwah used 'Ezra and NechemYahuw to bring the people back to Yeruwshalaim to maintain His testimony of oneness. Sadly, scripture also records that not all of Yahuwah 's people were willing to pay the price of returning to the testimony of oneness. Many became comfortable in their new living conditions within the Babel Empire and were content to remain separated from their brothers. Thank Yahuwah, however, that there was a remnant that returned to Yeruwshalaim and rebuilt the temple and the city wall, etc. As NechemYahuw built the wall of the city, he was violently opposed by Yahuwah 's enemies. For this reason, the builders of the city wall carried a sword as they did the work of construction (NechemYahuw 4:18). And so it is with the work of constructing Yahuwah 's assembly today. Yahuwah purposes that the assembly gain ground in the earth for His habitation, but this can only occur when the assembly is built in truth and unity. The rebuilding of the temple represents the building of Yahuwah 's assembly for His corporate expression, and the building of the city wall signifies bringing the earth under Yahuwah 's kingdom, so that haMashiach's authority will be manifested. Nevertheless, all that return to the unity of His assembly must expect opposition and persecution as they build. Let us all abandon the comforts of being dispersed and come back to oneness for the building of Yahuwah 's assembly. Only in this way will we be able to be Yahuwah 's corporate expression on the earth.

The Sin of Sectarianism
  Scripture tells us that sectarianism emanates from the flesh (see Galates 5:19-20). Paulos told the Korinthios, "For you are yet carnal, for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are you not carnal, and walk as men? For while one says, I am of Paulos, and another, I am of Apollos, are you not carnal?" (1 Korinthios. 3:3-4). You see, it is very uncomfortable for our flesh to fellowship and become one with those who do not believe and practice exactly the same way as we do. It is much easier for the flesh to simply meet together with those who believe and practice like us. This is why Paulos exhorted the Ephesios to have "longsuffering, forbearing one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, [for] there is one body..." (Ephesios 4:2-4). It does not take much spirituality to hold the hands of our brothers over the fence of our sects, but it requires self-denial and love to destroy the fence and unite in the oneness of the body. Yahushua said, "By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love one to another" (Yahuchanan 13:35). Sectarianism, individualism, and independence are all hostile to love. Once people truly put all of their trust in Yahuwah they will tear down the fences of doctrinal differences and build a strong doctrinal belief that is the same throughout. Their practices will be have to be the same, because they will all be read from the same book, and when the Spirit guides us in our understanding the unity of the Spirit will cause our understanding to be the same. Then the problems of sectarianism, individualism, and independence will disappear and love for everyone in haMashiach will abound. Then, everyone can be comfortable in their fellowship because everyone will believe and practice like them.

  Many people have been taught that individualism and independence are acceptable in "Christianity." This is true only in Satan's concept of it. Otherwise, it is not true. True "Christianity" is corporate. There is no place for individualism and independence in the assembly, for we are all members one of another (Ephesios 4:25, 5:30) and therefore interdependent on one another. We must see that sectarianism not only causes Yahuwah 's purpose to suffer loss, but it also limits our own spiritual advancement. You see, the assembly is the vessel of Yahuwah 's fullness (Ephesios 1:23). It is only when a glass vessel is fitly framed together that it can fulfill its purpose of holding liquids. However, if the glass vessel is cracked and divided, how can it hold the liquid? So it is with the assembly today. Divisions within the primitive assembly divided haMashiach's body and started the divisions that we have today. As a result, many people today are members of "Christian churches" without being members of each other or the body of haMashiach. Because of this, evangelism, spiritual maturity, and deeper revelation have all been limited through the ages until now.

  As an individual attempting to follow Yahushua, you will always be hindered from advancing spiritually until you know the truth and you are united with all the members of the body in your specific locality. All the riches and fullness of haMashiach are contained in the assembly (Ephesios 1:23). As an individual child of Yahuwah, you will be limited in your knowledge, your spiritual growth, your ministry, and you will not gain victory over the enemy without dependence upon the body. One cannot even comprehend the depths of haMashiach's love while outside the body, for Paulos says that we perceive the dimensions of Yahuwah 's love together with all saints (Ephesios 3:18-19). For this reason, Paulos told the Korinthios, "But now are they many members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of you. Nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you" (1 Korinthios 12:20-21). It is a shame that this attitude of not needing the other members of the body is in the hearts of so many of the people who would be Yahuwah 's children today. You see, sectarianism often causes us to exclusively emphasize the importance of one member or gift in the body. Some emphasize the significance of the eyes, others emphasize the ears, and others the hands or the feet. Only when we embrace the oneness of the body can we enter into the full supply of the entire body of haMashiach, and receive all the members and their function. 

  However, there is a price to be paid. Those who are not willing to depart from their individualism and independence will never be able to take part in the building of Yahuwah 's assembly. May Yahuwah give us grace to repent of such sins and become rooted and grounded in love (Ephesios 3:17)!

The Function of the Assembly
  So far we have seen that the ground of the assembly is the body of haMashiach in a specific locality. The boundary of the assembly is the specific locality, and the content of the assembly is the body of haMashiach. However, there is one last point that we must touch upon, and that is the function of the assembly. In 1 Korinthios 12-14, Paulos teaches that the purpose of the body is for function and service. In a physical body, all the members must function else the body cannot accomplish the will of the head. In like manner, in the body of haMashiach, every member must function and serve. No one in the assembly meeting is to be passive, but all are to be ministers (1 Keph 2:5-9) serving the body. If one of the members of my physical body is passive and is not functioning, my whole body suffers. Likewise, passivity among believers hinders the body from advancing and expressing haMashiach. In 1 Korinthios 14:26, scripture clearly sets forth the fact that every member is to serve in the assembly meetings:

· How is it then, brothers? When you come together, EVERY ONE OF YOU has a psalm, has a doctrine, has a tongue, has a revelation, and has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 

As this passage shows, the ministry in the local assembly must come from the entire body. "Every one of you" is the mark of the assembly meeting. The purpose of assembling together is for the saints to actively give to each other and to Yahuwah, and not to simply passively receive. As the writer of the epistle to the 'Ibriy says, "And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works. Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting one another and so much the more, as you see the day approaching" ('Ibriy 10:24-25). Yahuwah has ordained that the body of haMashiach grow and increase by that which every joint supplies (see Ephesios 4:15 -16, Kolossia 2:19). Therefore, it is imperative to the life of the assembly that every member function and minister according to the gift that they have received from the Master. In today's present system of "Christian churches," many assemblies encourage passivity among the congregants due to traditional teachings concerning assembly government and order. In most assemblies, only a select few that carry certain titles may perform the ministry, while the majority remains passive. Scripture speaks against such a structure. May Yahuwah open our eyes to see that we must return to the ministry of all believers in which we all are called. 

Conclusion

We are now living in the last days of preparation of the splendorous bride for Yahushua ben Yahuwah, who is His expression and enjoyment. Yet, before we are presented to haMashiach at His return, we must fulfill the task that Yahuwah has given us. Yahuwah has commissioned the assembly to bring the knowledge of His Son to this earth, and to edify His body (MattithYahuw 28:19). As we build the assembly, we gain ground for Yahuwah in the earth. However, the assembly can only be built according to the pattern that He has provided and in the manner that He has prescribed. When we build in this manner, we will be in the true unity of the spirit that must be found in the assembly. This is a high price to pay, for true spiritual unity brings forth opposition from the world, the flesh, Satan, and especially the opposition of the mainstream sectarian "churches" of today. Yet, there is no other purpose that is higher than the building of haMashiach's assembly. Evangelism, the ministry gifts, and the laws of the kingdom are not ends in themselves, but are the means for the building Yahuwah 's of corporate expression. May Yahuwah give us grace to be a part of the building of His assembly, so that Satan may be put to shame, and Yahuwah can be expressed and magnified through the body of haMashiach and may we obey the word of our Creator and meet in this assembly on the day He set aside for that purpose. (See Chapter 5) 

 

CHAPTER VI
ABOUT NAMES
Section 1. - Names and Their Importance
  Has someone who didn't know your name ever hailed you on the street? If this has ever happened to you, the person trying to get your attention probably yelled something like, "Hey! You!" "Hey, Mister!" or some other anonymous sounding phrase that could have applied to anyone in earshot. Did you realize immediately that it was your attention they were trying to attract? Probably not! Most people would not, and some would continue on their way even if they did realize it.

  If your name is John and you went to Ireland, would you expect people to call you John? Or would you answer to the name Ian. For you see, Ian is the Irish equivalent of John. How about if you were Italian and the name given you at birth was Guisseppe Verde? Would you answer if people in English speaking countries started called you Joseph Green, for that is exactly what Guisseppe Verde means in Italian.

  What if you held some position, such as a fireman, a truck driver, or a policeman? In which manner would you want to be addressed by your friends and family? By what you are, or by whom you are? Most people would prefer to be addressed by their name, when possible. Questions of this nature could go on forever, but I believe these few will give you an idea of what I am getting at. 

  If you want to talk to someone, and you know his or her name, common courtesy requires that you address that person by his or her correct name as it was given to them by their parents at their birth. Some people will not even talk with you at all if you do not use their name AND use it correctly. It has been my experience in the nations around this world that individuals you meet and talk with will not only make extraordinary efforts to ensure that you know their correct name but also that you pronounce it correctly. In some countries, especially those of the Middle East, to mispronounce someone's name is a sign of disrespect, and to deliberately mispronounce it is a high insult.

  Most of the words and names that the translators of scripture transliterated could have been done with a lot more accuracy too. Some words and names were transliterated that should have been translated and vice versa. Names should ALWAYS be transliterated in order to maintain their pronunciation as close to its sound in the original language. Verbs and other non-name words should not be transliterated if there is a good equivalent word in the language to which to the translation is being made. (That is exactly what happened with many other words that did not translate well with the meaning that the translators wanted, such as baptizo being transliterated as baptize instead of being translated as immerse.)

  Something that I hope the reader understands is that ALL the names of scripture, and not just those of the Father and the Son, should be pronounced correctly. It really makes a big difference to the understanding of much of the scripture when you use the correct pronunciation of people's names too. Their names should sound the same no matter what language is being used. Just because it is rendered into English doesn't mean that we should not pronounce it the way their family, friends, and neighbors did.

  Some names in the translation of the Greek, such as Annas and Ananias, are from exactly the same 'Ibriy root name. Why were they not rendered the same? Context has nothing to do with it. These are people's names! Both of these names, by the way, come from the same 'Ibriy name, ChananYahuw, (pronounced khan-an-yah-hoo’), which means "favored of Yahuw (a contraction of Yahuwah)." Now how can a translator honestly get Annas or Ananias out of that name? Even though the name from the 'Ibriy is the same, the names in the Greek in this example are rendered completely different. You can bet that all of their 'Ibriy family, friends, and neighbors called them ChananYahuw. (This translational error also occurs in the translation of the ‘Ibriy scripture.)

  Examples of this are rife in the translations of the scripture, so it behooves you to look carefully at words and names for their proper spelling and pronunciation. Oftentimes knowing the underlying root word can cause the meaning of the name or the translated word to become very apparent instead of leaving the kind of confusion that can come from the translator’s erroneous renderings.

Section 2. - The Name of the Creator
  When you talk to or about our Creator, what do you call Him? The word god, God, or GOD as seen in various translations and used by most people, is not a name but is rather an attribute of some entity, whether living or inanimate. It literally means that the entity being spoken of is considered to be deity of some sort. For instance, look at the first verse of Genesis from the King James Version of scripture: 

  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

  The word God in this verse is NOT the NAME of the entity who is a "god" or a divine being. In scripture "god" is often used erroneously to render the ‘Ibriy word 'elohiym, yet ‘elohiym is a plural word that means "gods in the ordinary sense." (The singular is elowahh', or short form ‘eloah, and simply means a deity.) So "God" in this verse, and elsewhere, is NOT the name of "God the Father" nor does it indicate His "plural majesty" as some tricky theologians would have you believe in order to make this "name" and trinity doctrine problem go away.

  In Genesis 2:4 (KJV) it is stated that "These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens . . ."

  Here, the title God is still translated from 'elohiym, but the word LORD is substituted for the true name of our Creator, Yahuwah (pronounced YAH-HOO-WAH). The title "lord," no matter how it is capitalized or not capitalized, is actually a pagan title that belongs to Ba’al, the pagan "god" of the Kena'aniy (Canaanites), the Phoenicians, and several other peoples who were extant when scripture was being written. 

  Our Creator said His name is Yahuwah while the translators said it was something else. I think I'm going to believe Him. How about you?

  In scripture, anytime you see the words GOD and LORD (almost 7,000 times) in all uppercase as I have typed them here, they have been rendered from His true name which for some reason the translators were afraid to use. Note that usually when the word LORD (in all caps as shown) occurs in scripture it is rendered from one word without the definite article "the." So every where is says "The LORD" what is written is His name, Yahuwah. When the phrase "The LORD God of Israel" occurs, what was actually said was, "Yahuwah, ‘Elohiym of Yisra’el."

  Now think about this. If He had not wanted us to use His name, He would not have told us what it is. Nor would He have told us to never use His name in vain. One place where He is so plain that there is no way it can be misunderstood is Yasha’Yahuw (Isaiah) 42:8. There He said, "I am Yahuwah. That is my name and my splendor. I will not give to another, neither my praise to graven images."

He also said:

· Exodus 3:15 - And 'Elohiym said moreover to Mosheh, "Thus shall you say to the sons of Yisra'el, Yahuwah, the 'Eloah of your fathers, the 'Eloah of 'Abraham, the 'Eloah of Yitschaq, and the 'Eloah of Ya'aqob, has sent me to you. This is my name forever and this is my memorial to all generations." 

  With strongly worded statements like that, how in this world did He ever come to be called by a pagan title? We know the answer to that question too! The clue is "in this world."

  And Shelomoh (Solomon) said:

· Psalms 135:13 - Your name, O Yahuwah, for ever. Your memorial, O Yahuwah, throughout all generations. 

  Old habits are hard to break, but this extremely bad habit one of calling our Creator by the title of a pagan deity we must get started on right away. If we expect our Creator, Yahuwah, to listen to us and to hear our pleas, we must address Him by His name instead of by a pagan word that is a pitiful attempt to define or describe His Magnificence. He is very clear about how we are to address Him too. He said that we would forget His name in favor of pagan names and titles, but that in the end times He would restore His name to all who would listen. 

  One passage of scripture that deals with this subject is:

· Psalms 44:20-21 - If we have forgotten the name of our 'Elohiym or stretched out our hands to a foreign mighty one, shall not 'Elohiym search this out? For He knows the secrets of the heart. 

  Have you too forgotten the name of our Creator? Better yet, did you ever know and use it to begin with.

  In Proverbs 30:4 He questions whether we know or can even tell what His name and the name of His Son really are. Can you? Do you really think the names are "God," "Jesus," and "Lord?" These "names" are titles and names of pagan deities and do not belong on the lips of true believers.

  According to Howshea' 2:16,17 in the end times His followers will start calling Him by His true name again instead of the pagan names and titles that are in such popular use. The end times are upon us, so we must begin using the correct names NOW.

  I have had several people ask me what the apostles and others of two thousand year ago called Yahuwah since that name is not to be found in the Greek text. After the last exile in Babel (Babylon) the people of Yahudah (Judah) and all Yahudiym (Jews) when they were outside the synagogue called Him Adonai, the Almighty, or some other name that would communicate to whom they were referring without using the "ineffable" or unspeakable name. They were forbidden by rabbinic custom, which originated in pagan Babel and was in line with their worship of their pagan "gods," to use His name even though He gave His name to them (and us) as a memorial. The only restriction He put on its use was to not use it without recognizing its power (in a vain manner). 

  Looking in the Greek text and you will also find many errors of translation where names of people and places are considered, and some believe that is the reason why Yahuwah is not mentioned by that name in those texts. Yahuwah does not translate well to Greek so the writers used the Greek words "theos," which means a god or deity of some sort, and "kurios," which means master, governor, etc., and is usually translated as lord. (Also there is some evidence that at least two of the gospels were originally written in 'Ibriy.) Our Creator Yahuwah is not "a god or deity of some sort" or a simple governor. He is THE ALMIGHTY! The ONE AND ONLY! Also take note of those scriptures in the Greek that are direct quotations from the 'Ibriy. In the 'Ibriy the name is Yahuwah, usually translated as LORD or GOD (all upper case), but in the Greek it is replaced with "theos" or "kurios" which are rendered as Lord or God. (Note the difference in capitalization too.) That is a very big difference and could lead to the conclusion that Yahuwah is simply ONE of MANY instead of ONE by HIMSELF.

  I have identified over five hundred names in the 'Ibriy scripture alone that contain the name of the Father as part of their structure (see Appendix B). Do you realize that what that means is that all of those names were deliberately or recklessly perverted to disguise or delete the very name that we must be calling on? Now how can we call on a name we do not know? 

  In the original language of 'Ibriy, each of these names had some specific significance. For instance, many names rendered in English as ending with "-ah" or "-el" and also many that start with "Joe-," "Jeho-," and "Joa-" are in fact based on the name of Yahuwah and the named person therefore has some attribute that relates to Yahuwah. It is really too bad that the translators have taken such liberties with these names. In many cases the translated name doesn't even resemble the actual name and therefore not only is the correct pronunciation lost, but the original meaning is lost also.

  It would probably help you to know that there is no "J" letter or sound in either the 'Ibriy or the Greek languages. Any name of any person or place in the scripture that starts with or contains the letter "J" has been misrendered (see Appendix C). Likewise with the Greek. Get some good 'Ibriy and Greek lexicons to find the names for yourself. You will be amazed at what you will discover.

  Some people are going to tell you that the people of Yisra'el did not speak 'Ibriy in the days when Yahushua was physically walking there, but don't you believe them. There are several examples in scripture that show common usage of 'Ibriy in daily activities. (Also see Chapter 1, Languages of Scripture.) For instance Paulos in Acts 21:40, 22:2, and Yahushua when talking to Sha'uwl (Paulos) on the road to Dammeseq (Damascus) in Acts 26:14 are good examples of the 'Ibriy language being used.

  They may tell you that Kasdiy (Aramaic or Chaldean) was the language of choice of that time. Even if that were true, the information above would still apply. Kasdiy is a Semitic language that is very closely related to 'Ibriy and has the same lack of the "J" letter and sound. There were even some Kasdiy words used by our Master and His apostles in the scripture and parts of some books in the ‘Ibriy scripture were also written in Kasdiy. 

  So if you are going to talk about people and places of scripture, call them by their correct names and titles. Beware of modern words, meanings, and names if they do not accurately reflect what was said or how it was said.

Section 3. – From LORD to YAHUWAH
A. The Scriptural Revelation of His Name
  Throughout scripture, the word translated as LORD most of the time is translated from the true name of our Creator on which we must call. The first time His name, Yahuwah, spelled YHWH (left to right), or yod-heh-waw-heh, in the 'Ibriy, appears in scripture is in Genesis 2:4, but maybe it should not have been there at all. The first time that He actually stated that His name was Yahuwah was when He talking to Mosheh (Moses) in Exodus 3:15. Later on He made the statement to Mosheh (in Exodus 6:3) that He was NOT known by the name Yahuwah until He said it to Mosheh! Prior to that, He says, He was known as ‘El Shadday (garbled into English as Almighty God). The use of His name ‘El was not only by the persons He mentioned when He gave that information either, but is also indicated by the actions of the people who inhabited that entire area. In their personal names the names of the people’s national deity was often included as part of someone’s given name. It can be seen through the extensive use of His name ‘El in their personal names that He was the national deity of Kena’an (Canaan) just as He became the ‘Elohiym of Yisra’el. Failure to obey His precepts by the Kena’aniy (Canaanites) is why He turned them out from the land and gave it to the descendants of ‘Abraham. 

  The name Yahuwah is more descriptive of His power that the name ‘El too, and I suspect that is why He gave it as such to Mosheh. But that is only supposition on my part as there is no scriptural evidence to support the statement. 

  The reason I make that statement is the root and meaning of the name Yahuwah. Its root is the verb hayah, pronounced haw-yaw, and it literally means, "to exist." This is the word rendered in the opening verse of this article as AM. When He said, "I AM," He literally said, "I exist because I exist." He gave no explanation and there should be none needed. He exists because He exists, which means that He is the "self-existent," unlike us who exist only because He causes us to exist. This is another reason to call Him by the name that He gave to us for that purpose.

  Note that all of the Semitic tribes had this same habit of putting parts of their ‘elohiym’s names into their personal names. So when you see a name such as Nergal Shar'etser (rendered as Nergalsharezer in the KJV) in scripture or anywhere else, you can know that this person’s name included the name of his parent’s, or country’s, national deity, which in this case was Nergal or Mars. It seems that by putting a deity’s name on a person it was thought that some attribute of that deity would be transferred to the person.

  The Yisra’eliy (Israelite) names that end in "–el" are done the same way, for the same reason, and have some meaning associated with ‘El Shadday (el shad-dah'ee). Note that this personal name ending of "-el" was very common from Genesis to Exodus and the ending "-ah" or "-yah" was not. This use of the second ending did not start until after the exodus from Mitsrayim (Egypt). Also, "Yah-" or "Yahu-" does not appear before the exodus but also became a common part of names afterward. Note also that He was often called by the name ‘El later on in scripture too, even after His revelation of His name as Yahuwah. 

  It may be more difficult to see the "Yah" and "Yahu" inclusions in a name of scripture due to the deliberate disguise of the name of our Creator that was perpetrated by rabbinic tradition after the captivity in Babel (Babylon). After the return from that captivity, the correct name of our Creator was used less and less in public meetings and even in the synagogues. Rabbinic tradition was the culprit in turning His name into one of "ineffability." The idea of a name being ineffable (not to be spoken aloud) was probably derived from the pagan belief that a deity’s true name was not to be spoken publicly because it was supposed to obligate that deity to perform some act for the person who spoke on it.

  The name YHWH appears in the ‘Ibriy scripture over 6500 times and should also appear many times in the Greek scripture. But in the Greek, the words theos and kurios have been substituted instead. Both of these words are titles, and pagan titles at that, just as "god" and "lord" are pagan titles, and are definitely NOT the name of the Creator.

Languages and Transforming Them
  A couple of things that need to be understood before we go further is that the letter "J" is a relatively recent addition to the English language (circa 1500 CE - See Appendix C) and has never appeared, with its form or sound, in either the ‘Ibriy, Kasdiy, or the Greek languages, which are the languages of scripture. So all of the names you see in scripture that have the letter "J" in them have been garbled by translation instead of being correctly transliterated, as all personal names should be.

  To translate a name (or word) is to render its meaning in a different language. In doing this, usually the original sound and spelling are lost. This is NOT done with personal names, now or at any time in the past. Names are always transliterated, which means that the letters of the original name are substituted with the equivalent letter of the new language so that the sound of the name is retained in the transfer. Occasionally there is no equivalent letter in the new language and so a sound is either lost or garbled in the transliteration. This also happened to many scriptural names.

  Another thing to consider is that in the ‘Ibriy language of old all of the letters were consonants. After a time, some began to be used as vowels also, and in the 1st century Yahudiy CE a sect called the Masoretes (from the ‘Ibriy word meaning tradition) developed a "vowel pointing" system for scripture so that correct pronunciation of the language would not be lost. These "vowel points" could be added to the words in scripture without disturbing the spelling of the word itself and so was not considered to be an alteration of scripture.

  Many scholars believe that the Tetragrammaton, or four-letter name (YHWH), should be pronounced as YAHWEH (yah-way). Some others have settled on Yehovah or Yehowah, due to the vowel pointing of the name by the Masoretes. 

  The vowel pointing of the Tetragrammaton unhappily was done in the strict rabbinic tradition of not speaking His name aloud. Therefore, the vowel points of the title "adonay" were installed in the letters Y-H-W-H to remind the reader to say that word aloud (which means master or sovereign) instead of the name of the Creator. This was a deliberate disguise by the Masoretes of the Creator’s name that was carried over into the names containing parts of His name also, such as those beginning with "Yah-" and "Yahu-." Later on, the translators who apparently were not aware of the rabbinic restriction and the disguise placed by the Masoretes, transliterated the name spelled Y-H-W-H with the inserted vowel points, and arrived at Yehovah or Yehowah. Later on, after the arrival of the letter "J" in the English language, the Y was modified to J and became "Jehovah." All of these renderings were incorrect for obvious reasons and none were the correct name of the Creator.

  Some of the personal names containing "Yah-" or "Yahu-" were not modified by the Masoretes and those few names help point the way to the real name of the Creator. Also, an acceptable abbreviation of His name is found in scripture and it is a valuable clue to the correct pronunciation also. That abbreviation is YAHU (with vowel pointing) and is good evidence that the first two syllables of His name should be pronounced in that manner. 

  Once that Masoretic disguise is penetrated, many personal names become clear, not only in their correct pronunciation but also in their true meaning. Names like "John" that is really Yahuchanan (note the "Yahu-" beginning), which means "Yahuwah favored," or "Isaiah" which is really Yasha’Yahuw, which means, "saved of (or rescued by) Yahuwah," and "Joshua" which is really Yahushua and means "Yahuwah’s salvation." 

  In the English renderings of certain names that end in "-ah" or "-yah," most of the name has been totally garbled by the translators into something that bears no resemblance to the original name as it is pronounced in the ‘Ibriy. For instance, the name Zechariah in ‘Ibriy is ZekarYahuw (remembered by Yahuwah), Nehemiah is NechemYahuw (consolation of Yahuwah), and so forth. The "-ah" or "-yah" ending is really the first and second syllables of the name of our Creator, pronounced "yah-hoo'." Based on these pronunciations, I have come to the conclusion that the "hoo" sound should probably be in the abbreviation also, and would have been had the Masoretes not incorporated their disguise, as it is the abbreviated name that ends these personal names. There are several examples of this in scripture and in names of modern day Yisra’eliy that caused me to arrive at that conclusion through deductive reasoning, however this conclusion is not shared by all that read it.

  Knowing that the ‘Ibriy language almost always follows a consonant sound with a vowel sound, that leaves the final syllable to be determined. I believe the final syllable is "ah" which therefore makes His name Yahuwah (yah-hoo-wah’). This not only fits the Tetragrammaton but also the rules of grammar as I currently know them for the ‘Ibriy language. 

· Exodus 3:15And moreover 'Elohiym said to Mosheh, "Thus shall you say to the sons of Yisra'el, ‘Yahuwah, the 'Eloah of your fathers, the 'Eloah of 'Abraham, the 'Eloah of Yitschaq, and the 'Eloah of Ya'aqob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is my memorial to all generations." 

Section 4. - The Name of the Savior
  Another name that has been mangled in translation is the name of our Savior. The Son’s name has the characteristic of containing the Father’s name as is customary in Yisra’el, so part of the Savior’s name also suffered from the Masoretes efforts at disguising the name of Yahushua.

  In the attempt to transliterate the Savior’s name from the ‘Ibriy to the Greek, several other problems were encountered too and not the least of them being the lack of an "sh" sound in the Greek. So the name of the Savior was rendered as VIhsou/j. (Iesous), which was later Latinized into Iesus, and eventually became Jesus with the arrival of the letter J. 

  In Note 1 below you can see that the name of our Savior should have been rendered according to the ‘Ibriy (Hebrew) spelling rather than the perverted Greek to English that we see today. Knowing that the letter J is not among the alphabet (or aleph-beyth) of the scripture languages, it should also be recognized that the name "Jesus" is therefore an impossible name for the times this scripture was written. Ergo, that could not possibly have been the name given our Savior at His birth and is still not His name today.

  Further investigation will reveal that His true name is Yahushua’ (yah-hoo-shoo-ah’, which means salvation of Yahuwah), and it is spelled [;vuAhy (See Note 2) and therefore NOT Yeshua. Some of the applied vowel points cause the name to be spelled and sounded differently than Yahushua, but that is part of the "disguise" that the Masoretes put on the Tetragrammaton and every where else it occurs in their attempt to keep readers from pronouncing Yahuwah’s name aloud, as explained above. 

  The Holem Waw (A) in the Savior’s name should be Shureq (W) in keeping with the sound "yah-HOO" that predominates in the names of other people that incorporate the name of Yahuwah. Also, the name of the Son MUST incorporate the name of the Father. Note that in Note 2 below that the Holem Waw (A) in the first spelling is replaced with "HEH Qibbuts" (h%) in the second spelling of His name. The vowel point Qibbuts is sounded as a "u" and therefore the "ya-HOO" sound is shown correctly,

Note 1. ‘Ihsou/j - Iesous (ee-ay-sooce’) - of ‘Ibriy origin (H3091) – rendered as - Jesus 972, Jesus (Joshua) 2, Jesus (Justus) and meaning, "Yahuwah is salvation" 

Note 2. [;vuAhy> or [;vuhuy - Yahushua {yah-hoo-shoo-ah} - proper noun (H3091) rendered as Joshua or Jehoshua and meaning "Yahuwah is salvation" - son of Nuwn of the tribe of ‘Ephrayim and successor to Mosheh as the leader of the sons of Israel.

  Thus the English rendering of the Greek rendering of the 'Ibriy name of our Master and Savior as "Jesus" is fallacious for several reasons. 

  The King James Version translators had more than one problem with it too. In one place in the Greek (Acts 7:45 KJV), the English name "Jesus" appears when it was actually the man "Joshua" the son of Nuwn who was being discussed. Well, guess what? Both of these names in 'Ibriy are Yahushua. This is the name that the messenger Gabriy'el told Miryam (meer-yawm) (Mary in the English translations) to name Him. It means Yahuwah saved, or the salvation of Yahuwah). This name fits Him and His purpose on this earth too, whereas the English name "Jesus" has NO meaning except as a mispronunciation of a Latinized Greek rendering of His true name. The name Yahushua is the name that His family, friends, disciples, apostles, and enemies called Him. Knowing this makes a lot of difference to the understanding of some critical passages in the 'Ibriy concerning our Master and Savior.

  Don’t you think it strange that a single spelling of a personal name can be rendered so many different ways in the same version and not arouse anyone’s suspicions? Take a closer look at the Savior’s name (below) in the 'Ibriy (Hebrew) letters that make up the single name that has been translated into English as the various names Jesus, Joshua, Jehoshua, and Jehoshuah, while actually spelling Yahushua. The letters are arranged as they are written in the 'Ibriy language, or right to left.

u^^ v% W h y=
ayin sheen waw heh yod

  In the definitive work by James Strong, the following definition and rendering is found for this 'Ibriy name. It is not correct, but it is a lot closer than the johnny-come-lately name "Jesus." This is further proof that no matter how respected an "authority" on any subject he may be, he can still be very wrong about much of his field of endeavor.

· H3091. Yehowshuwa', yeh-ho-shoo'-ah; or Yehowshu'a, yeh-ho-shoo'-ah; from H3068 and H3467; Jehovah-saved; Jehoshua (i.e. Joshua), the Jewish leader:--Jehoshua, Jehoshuah, Joshua. Comp. H1954, H3442. 

  Note that the name is of two parts. The first part (H3068) is the abbreviation of the name of the Creator, Yahuwah, which is normally abbreviated as YAHU as is commonly seen in many of the names of the men and women of Yisra’el (See Appendix B). The second part (H3467) can be rendered as salvation of, saved of, cause to be free, rescue, etc. So the name basically means that the person bearing this name is one who saves in the name of, or with the authority of, Yahuwah.

  Note also that Mr. Strong uses the letter "J" in the translated name. (Another error of which he should have been very aware!) This letter first appeared in the English language in writing in the year 1516. This letter, in written form or pronunciation, as explained previously and also in Appendix C, has never been a part of the 'Ibriy or the Greek languages. It still is not today. There is absolutely no way that it could have ever been a part of the name under consideration, nor any other name found in the Sacred Scripture for that matter. All names found in the scripture that have this letter anywhere in them really should start with an English "Y" or an "I" as the letter and the sound.

  There are some correct uses of the letter "J" in scripture, but that only happens where a word has been translated into English. Words such as judge and all its variations are translations. Judge is an English word whose meaning in English closely approximates the meanings found in some 'Ibriy and Greek words. When we see the word judge in scripture, we have a pretty good idea of what it is correctly meant. Some 'Ibriy words that have been rendered as judge are diyn (H1777), shaphat (H8199), and so forth, and some Greek words are krino (G2919) and krites (G2923). These words have been TRANSLATED and not TRANSLITERATED and they really mean the same thing in the ‘Ibriy and Greek as what they have been correctly rendered as in the English.

  To translate a word from one language into another means to carry the meaning of the word from the original language into the new language. Almost always this results in a word that has no resemblance in sound or spelling in the new language to the word of the original language.

  To transliterate a word means to substitute the equivalent letters of the new language for the letters of the old language, thereby keeping the sound along with the meaning of the original word. A good example of this is the Greek word baptizo, which has been transliterated into English as baptize. Had baptizo been translated, it would have been rendered as "whelm with a liquid," "immerse," or something of that nature.

  Names should always be transliterated with a pronunciation as close to its native sound as possible. By doing this, the person whose name it is will hear it pronounced in the new language just as it was in the original language. You will note that in the world of today that is done, and so it was in the world of yesterday.

  I was recently struck by a story told by a young man on television about watching a basketball game between two American teams that was being broadcast on a German network. He remarked that it sounded strange to hear the broadcaster speaking and relating the events on the court in the German language, which the young man did not understand, until the broadcaster got to a player's name. Then he would interject the English name of the player that the young man DID understand. That is how it should be. This young man, even though he did not speak the language of the broadcast, knew exactly which player was being talked about. Just as Ian in Irish English translates as John in American English but we still call him Ian, so we should always call people by the name they know and recognize as their own, no matter from what language the name may be.

  With this understanding, I will say with as much force as I can muster that all of the names in the scripture should and must be pronounced as they would have been by someone who was walking and talking with this person whose name is under consideration. If we do anything else, we are being very disrespectful of the person AND their language. Just as Shaquille O'Neal would not want to be called something other than Shaq or Shaquille in Germany, neither would Yahushua Ben Nuwn want to be called anything other than his correct name in America.

  This name, Yahushua, is the name that was rendered as Iesous in the Greek of scripture. This is not a translation but a sad attempt at transliteration. Unhappily when the Greek letter iota was substituted for the 'Ibriy yod, the pronunciation of yod given by later translators was not correct. Also, because there is no "sh" sound in the Greek language, part of the 'Ibriy name could not be rendered correctly in writing. This can be seen quite clearly in English rendered names such as "Jesse" which in 'Ibriy would be pronounced as Yishay (yee-shah'-ee). The Greek rendering mangles this name to Iessai (es-es-sah'-ee) for some of the same reasons that the name Yahushua was mangled. The pronunciation of the name Yahushua in 'Ibriy is yah-hoo-shoo-a, whereas in Greek for the reasons cited above it becomes ee-ay-sooce'. (Note that the spelling J-E-S-U-S with the pronunciation of ee-ay-sooce' are still common in Spanish speaking countries of today.)

  Because the last letter of Yahushua in the 'Ibriy is ayin, which is basically unpronounceable in languages without gutturals, such as Greek and English, more of that name could not be transliterated correctly. So they did what they thought was the best that could be done under the circumstances, even though the result was nowhere near the true name of Yahushua.

  Later on, when this name Iesous (G2424) was rendered from the Greek language into English, the translators of the Greek missed the obvious connection to the 'Ibriy and further mangled the name.

  After the year 1500, when the letter "J" replaced the letter "I" in the English language for some circumstances, it was used instead of the "I" and so His name began to be spelled JESUS. The pronunciation would have remained ee-ay-sooce' for awhile, because that is how "J" was pronounced at the first. Eventually, it took on the hard consonantal sound that we know today and so our Savior's real name, which means salvation of Yahuwah, has been trashed in favor of something that never entered His ears and has no meaning at all. The name Jesus has no meaning that I can find anywhere, whereas His real name tells us not only Who He is but also His mission. Yahushua IS the Salvation of Yahuwah.

  Look up G2424 in the Strong's Exhaustive Concordance and you will see that it was derived from H3091. Even though Mr. Strong erroneously applies the letter "J" in his rendering and therefore invalidates his pronunciation, the track still fits. There are those who spell and pronounce His name as Yeshsua, or some variant of that, but there is no real scriptural evidence that this name is accurate. This name is similar and is supposed to be a derivation of Yahushua, and was actually applied by Ezra' to Yahushua Ben Nuwn once in scripture (NechemYahuw 8:17), and also to the son of Yahutsadaq (Jehozadek, Josedech), who elsewhere was called Yahushua, but the overwhelming number of appearances of this name is Yahushua.

  Something else to think about. I have been told innumerable times by innumerable preachers and others who were "evangelizing" (without them apparently really knowing what that term really meant either) that Acts 4:12 was a literal passage that meant the ONLY name under "heaven" in which salvation could be found was the name JESUS. If this is true, then what is the condition of all of those people who lived before 1500 AD when that name did not exist? Are they (and therefore even the apostles), all those who died in the Coliseum of Rhome, in the bonfires of the early Catholic Church, and the other martyrs, including Stephanos (Stephen), mentioned in scripture all without salvation?

Section 5. - Place Names
  How exotic and exciting the name Babylon sounds. But if you were talking to someone in the Promised Land 2000 years ago and spoke that name, they would ask you what you were talking about. It would not be a name they were familiar with at all. The actual pronunciation of that place name is baw-bel' and it means "confusion." Calling it Babylon would be like someone in Yisra'el calling Nashville Hoboken. If you were from Nashville, you would not know where or what the person was talking about, and it definitely would not be the correct name of the place. The same thing is true of many of the cities and countries found in the scripture. Very few of them are rendered in a manner that the people who lived there would recognize. All those names have meanings too. 

  For instance, all of the names starting with "En-" are fountains of some kind. The (En-) is rendered from the 'Ibriy "ayin" which means an eye (or by analogy a fountain. See Strong's 5869). Eyn Rogel is the fountain of a traveler, but you can't tell that from the English rendering. Endor, a very common name for women because of the "witch of Endor" who called Shemu'el up for Sha'uwl (1 Shemu'el 28:7) is actually the "fountain of dwelling" (Strong's 5874) Eyn Dor.

  All place names starting with the English "Beth-" designate a house of some kind. The name Bethlehem is actually Bayith Lechem, or the house of bread. Bethshemesh (Bayith Shemesh) is the house of the sun and so forth.

  Place names starting with "Beer-" designate a well. Beersheba is really Be'er Sheba, which is the well of an oath (Genesis 21:22-32).

  See how the knowledge of the real names brings those names to life? Look some of them up for yourself and you will see this too. I personally find it to be very interesting and informative. 

 

CHAPTER VII

FALSE DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES

Section 1. - Where does the scripture say . . .
  Many people of various modern religions are of the opinion that the things they believe are most certainly found in the scripture. They are of this opinion because they have heard and been taught these things all their lives by people that they trust. It may come as a big surprise and disappointment for them to discover that in fact some of their most solid beliefs are the traditions and teachings of man, have nothing to do with the teachings of Yahushua haMashiach, and are not to be found anywhere in the written word of Yahuwah. Take careful note that what was said above is about SOME of their beliefs, not all of them. Most of the major points that they believe are found in the scriptures, in the correct context, and therefore are in fact true. 

  This may be likened to the product that is trademarked d-CON. This product is used as a very effective extermination agent for rats and mice. 99.995% of this product is wholesome and nourishing to the rats, mice, and other rodents that it is made to control. The other .005% is a deadly poison and will kill those that eat it every time. The 0.005% that we must be alert to in what we believe is contained in the teachings and traditions of man that are not fully supported, contextually, in the scriptures, for obeying and practicing these errors will condemn the soul to everlasting destruction from the face of Yahuwah.

  This chapter will delineate a few of the false doctrines concerning certain beliefs, doctrines, and conduct of the modern assembly that calls itself the "church." It is but a small sampling of the number of false doctrines that are extant, but hopefully these few will awaken the desire in your heart to take a scriptural look at what you are currently doing and make sure it is in alignment with the words of our Father.

  Below are a very few of these beliefs, doctrines, and conduct of the modern assembly that are in error, separated in a general way by Catholic, Protestant, and Common, that are not supported by the scriptures. If you believe that you can show scriptural support for these beliefs that are in question, or desire to discuss the listed beliefs in light of the scripture, please feel free to contact me via email (see Subject listing for the email hyperlink) or through the publisher of this book and I will be glad to consider your input. I am very interested in hearing from you, especially regarding from what you have formed your beliefs in the law and commandments of Yahuwah and what you must and must not do to be in obedience to His will.

a. Catholic Error
1. Worship of and praying to "Mary" and other "saints."

2. Worship of "Relics."

3. Using statues and icons in worship.

4. Hierarchy of the church (Pope, Cardinals, Archbishops, etc.)

5. "Baptism" by sprinkling or pouring of water on the person being baptized.

6. Sainthood separate from the regular brotherhood. Membership determined by the church authorities.

7. Priesthood separate from congregation.

8. Confessing your sins to a man, and the man having the power to give you Yahuwah's forgiveness for those sins. 

b. Protestant Error
1. Once saved always saved.

2. Joining the "church."

3. Recitation of the "Sinner's Prayer," and/or asking "Jesus to come into your heart" for salvation.

4. Water "baptism" as an "outward sign of inward faith."

5. Water "baptism" is not required for salvation. 

c. Common Error 

1. Christmas (December 25th) as the anniversary of the birthday of Yahushua. 

2. The Wise Men were in the stable with Yowseph, Miryam, and saw the infant Yahushua in the manger on the day of His birth, and that there were three of them. 

3. Easter Sunday as the anniversary of the resurrection of haMashiach (Messiah or Christ). 

4. Good Friday as the anniversary of the death of haMashiach. 

5. Sunday as the Shabbath day of Yahuwah (The "Lord's" Day). 

6. Sunday "Worship Services" as conducted ritually. 

7. Tithing in the New Testament "Church." 

8. Giving money to the "church" as an offering every Sunday. 

9. Professional paid clergy. 

  Please remember that these are but a few of the beliefs and practices of various religious organizations that are not supported by the scripture. If you will begin to look at the beliefs you hold in light of the scripture, you are sure to find more. This does not mean that you are a bad person or that Yahuwah doesn't love you. What it does mean is that you are personally responsible for your relationship with Yahuwah, and that you had better personally find out what He wants you to believe and do. 

Section 2. - Trinity
a. Body, Soul and Spirit

· Genesis 2:7 - And Yahuwah 'Elohiym formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living creature. 

  The 'Ibriy (Hebrew) word translated as soul in the above verse is nephesh. Note that this verse does NOT say nor mean that when Yahuwah breathed the breath of life in to the man's nostrils that He imparted an immortal soul to him. What it does say and mean is that He made the body of the man and then caused that body to live. A good alternative rendering of the last part of this verse would be, "and man became a live and breathing creature."

  For those of you who are paying attention, the scripture plainly delineates our 'Elohiym as being the Father, the Son, and the Sacred Spirit. Scripture also states plainly that He is ONE. How can that be?

  There are many people who will disagree with this statement, but the facts of the scripture cannot be altered by people refusing to see or believe them. The doctrine of the "Trinity" consisting of three persons in one "Godhead" is polytheism and therefore paganism. Those who believe this are often referred to as "Trinitarians" by those who do not believe it, but they should be more correctly called pagans. 

  The word "trinity" does not appear anywhere in the scripture because it is a Latin word, and none of the autographs of the scripture were written in Latin. The concept of the word is there, however, as 'Elohiym the Father, 'Elohiym the Son, and 'Elohiym the Sacred Spirit being one Person in three manifestations is exactly what scripture plainly shows. In some "modern" (meaning apostate) versions of scripture, all references to the three have been deleted. This occurred primarily because of the machinations of Messrs. Westcott and Hort many years ago as they "updated" the Greek text, and it has culminated in many of the "modern" versions that are extant today. At any rate, just as Yahuwah shows Himself as three, we can also be shown as three. After all, we are created in His image.

  So the three manifestations of Yahuwah are 'Elohiym the Father, 'Elohiym the Son, and 'Elohiym the Sacred Spirit. The three manifestations of the human are the body, the soul, and the spirit. The body is the physical flesh and blood entity that you see when you look in a mirror. The soul is the life force that animates that physical body and is what Yahuwah breathed into the nostrils of Adam to make him a "living soul." The soul is what keeps your heart pumping and your lungs breathing. Without it, there is no life in the body. The spirit is the part that Yahuwah places in us and distinguishes us from the rest of the animal kingdom. This part, and NOT the soul, is the part of us that is immortal, and is what Yahuwah deals with on a celestial plane. These three parts make up the creature we call a human.

  This body and its animating force, the soul, differ little from other animal bodies with their animating forces. When that animating force leaves the body, the body dies, whether it is an animal or human body (Ecclesiastes 3:18-21). There are many things, such as the requirements for sleep, air, food, water, and even most of the biological functions and parts of the body that we share with the animal kingdom. These creatures, and the use of the word creature is definitive, have common physical traits with us because we are all part of the creation of the same Almighty 'Elohiym. He made a pattern for our type of animal life to live in the environment of this earth and then built many living things on that same pattern. The difference in the animal kingdom and the kingdom of man is that third part. That third part is the spirit that comes from Yahuwah. When we die, the spirit returns to Him. We have it. Other animals don't. 

· Ecclesiastes 12:5-7 - Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goes to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: Or ever the silver cord is loosed, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was and the spirit shall return to 'Elohiym who gave it. 

  Obtain a good 'Ibriy/Greek dictionary, such as the one that comes with the Strong's Exhaustive Concordance (about $20 at your local book store) for use as you read the scripture. When you come across some of these things that have been taken for granted by generations of people trying to be children of Yahuwah, such as this immortal soul question, look the words up in that dictionary. See what the underlying meaning of the words and phrases are. You will be very surprised to find that many times the meaning is not even close to what you have been told it was. 

  The definitions for the words rendered as body, soul, and spirit, within the meaning of this pamphlet, in the 'Ibriy (Hebrew) and the Greek Scripture are listed below for your enlightenment. The numbers beside them designate whether they are from the 'Ibriy [Hebrew] (H) or the Greek (G), and the numerical part is the Strong's reference number. 

The Body
'Ibriy 

  H1472. geviyah (ghev-ee-yaw') - a body, whether alive or dead. Also rendered as - dead body, carcass, and corpse. 

Greek
  G4983. soma (so'-mah) - the body (as a sound whole), used in a very wide application, literally or figuratively. Also rendered as - bodily, slave. 

The Soul
'Ibriy
  H5315. nephesh (neh'-fesh) - a breathing creature, i.e. animal or (abstract) vitality; used very widely in a literal, accommodated or figurative sense (bodily or mental). Also rendered as - any, appetite, beast, body, breath, creature, X dead (-ly), desire, X [dis-] contented, X fish, ghost, + greedy, he, heart (-y), (hath, X jeopardy of) life (X in jeopardy), lust, man, me, mind, mortality, one, own, person, pleasure, (her-, him-, my-, thy-) self, them (your) -selves, + slay, + tablet, they, thing, (X she) will, X would have it. This word in its various renderings appears in the Hebrew scriptures 749 times in 672 different verses. 

Greek
  G5590. psuche (psoo-khay') - breath, i.e. (by implication) spirit, abstract or concr. - the animal sentient principle only; thus distinguished on the one hand from G4151, which is the rational and immortal soul; and on the other from G2222, which is mere vitality, even of plants: these terms thus exactly correspond respectively to the Hebrew. H5315, H7307 and H2416) Also rendered as - heart (+ -ily), life, mind, + us, + you. 

The Spirit
'Ibriy
  H7307. ruwach (roo'-akh) - wind; by resemblance breath, i.e. a sensible (or even violent) exhalation; figuratively life, anger, unsubstantiality; by extension a region of the sky; by resemblance spirit, but only of a rational being (including its expression and functions) Also rendered as - air, anger, blast, breath, X cool, courage, mind, X quarter, X side, spiritual, tempest, X vain, ([whirl-]) wind (-y). 

Greek
  G4151. pneuma (pnyoo'-mah) - a current of air, i.e. breath (blast) or a breeze; by analogy or figuratively a human spirit, the rational soul, (by implication) vital principle, mental disposition, etc., or (superhuman) an angel, demon, or (divine) God, Christ's spirit, the Holy Spirit. Also rendered as - ghost, life, spiritual, spiritually, mind. (Comp. G5590) 

  In summation, for those folks who believe that their soul is what departs their body at death to go to "heaven" or "hell," this should give them the insight needed to dispel that error. The body is the physical vehicle that we see. The soul is the force that animates that body. And the spirit is the rational part of our being that lives on after the death of the body.

· 1 Thessalonikeos 5:23 - And the very 'Elohiym of peace sanctify you completely and I pray to Yahuwah that your whole spirit and soul and body will be preserved blameless until the coming of our Sovereign Yahushua haMashiach. 

Section 2a. - The Trinity Doctrine
  There once was a man of tremendous power named Constantine the Great (274-337 CE) who is considered by many of today to be the "first Christian emperor." But he was considered by most his subjects to be "God incarnate" on the earth and was worshipped as such by them. Of course Sol (the sun) was the "god" those subjects worshipped. Partly from Constantine's worship example came the modern practice of worshipping on the first day of the week and calling it Sunday (Dies Sol Invictus or The Day of the Invincible Sun). Contrary to popular opinion, the so-called Sunday Law he made with the Edict of Constantine, 07-03-0321 CE, was NOT the thing that "changed" the shabbath from the seventh day of the week, as specified in scripture, to the first day of the week as practiced by the sun worshipping pagans. That law applied only to those of his subjects who WERE sun worshippers and not to the subjects who were seventh day keeping Yahudiym and the followers of haMashiach (true Christians who then and still do keep the seventh day). Constantine ruled as a pagan "Sun god" worshipper himself and he died without ever correcting his condition. Contrary to the propaganda of the Catholic Church, Constantine was never a repentant and immersed believer and therefore does not meet Yahuwah's requirements to be called a follower of haMashiach (the Anointed). 

  In the year 325 CE there was a convocation called in the city of Nicaea in Bithynia (now Iznik, Turkey) of 318 apostate men who called themselves bishops of the "church of God" (which was the forerunner of the Roman Catholic Church) for the sole purpose of deciding the question of the "Holy Trinity." This convocation is called the First Council of Nicaea. The overseer of this council was the PAGAN emperor Constantine. That fact alone should be a good clue as to the credibility which we should assign to anything decided there.

  The pressing question at this council was the "divinity" of Yahushua haMashiach, as to whether He was from all time (see Yahuchanan 17:5) or if He was just another created being like man (a doctrine called Arianism). They decided at this council that the "trinity" consisted of three separate but co-equal persons, called "God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit" and that these three persons are united in one substance or being (godhead). This became a part of the Nicene Creed that also solidified it as the doctrine for most of the so-called Protestant Christian Churches of today. The "churches," by adhering to this pagan doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church, can be seen to be daughters of that whore of Babel (Babylon) spoken of in Revelation 17. The daughters obey their mother in many things, such as the trinity belief and Sunday worship, even though this world calls them Protestant.

  Scripture refutes this polytheistic and pagan trinity doctrine in many places and many ways. Mosheh (Moses) was told plainly by Yahuwah, our 'Elohiym, that He was ONE and so he wrote these words by inspiration:

Hear, O Yisra'el. Yahuwah is our 'Elohiym. Yahuwah alone!
                                                                                       Deuteronomy 6:4

  Yahushua our Savior quoted this passage exactly when asked about the foremost commandment of all. It seems that He would know the truth too, doesn't it? Yahushua IS the truth (Yahuchanan 14:6).

  The only conclusion that can be drawn from just this one passage alone is that there are no other TRUE 'elohiym in our universe. (There are many FALSE 'elohiym.) Yahuwah is the Creator and Maintainer of all that is and has ever been. The only ONE!

  Yahuwah also communicated to the prophet Yasha'Yahuw (erroneously called Isaiah), and recorded in several places of scripture as shown below, words that cannot be taken any other way other than as Him being the ONLY true 'Elohiym around, without much twisting, turning, rationalizing, and lying. Even with twisting, turning, rationalizing, and lying, it would still be extremely difficult to ignore the import of the following words. (Note that His name IS Yahuwah. Lord is a title for the false pagan 'elohiym Ba'al)

· Yasha'Yahuw 43:10 - You are my witnesses, says Yahuwah, and my servant whom I have chosen, that you may may know and believe me and understand that I am He. Before me there was no 'elohiym formed neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am Yahuwah and beside me there is no Savior. 

· Yasha'Yahuw 44:6 - Thus says Yahuwah, the King of Yisra'el, and his redeemer. Yahuwah of hosts! I am the first, and I am the last, and beside me there is no 'Elohiym. 

· Yasha'Yahuw 45:5-6 - I am Yahuwah and there is none else. There is no 'elohiym beside me. I girded you, though you have not known Me, that they may know from the rising of the sun and from the west that there is none beside Me. I am Yahuwah and there is none else. 

· Yasha'Yahuw 45:21 - You tell and bring them near. Yes, let them take counsel together. Who has declared this from ancient time? Who has told it from that time? Have not I, Yahuwah? And there is no other 'elohiym beside me. A just 'Elohiym and a Savior. There is none beside me. 

  How many times does He have to say it? Apparently many more times before those who believe there are three ‘Elohiym sitting around holding hands and making decisions about what is going to happen to "their" creation will ever change their minds.

  Now, and with all this said, why can you see three separate individuals mentioned in scripture. It is obvious that there is an 'Elohiym who is called Yahuwah (the Father) throughout the 'Ibriy scripture (6,884 times to be exact). It is also obvious that Yahushua (the Son) was called 'Elohiym by Ta'owm (Thomas) in Yahuchanan 20:28 and was NOT rebuked by Yahushua for doing so. In Acts 5:3-4 it is just as apparent that the Sacred Spirit is also called 'Elohiym by Keph, who had all truth revealed to him on the day of Pentecost by that same Spirit. Plus there are numerous other accounts of all three of these mentioned at different times and different places in scripture, sometimes individually and sometimes together.

  Keep in mind that Yahuwah is ONE and He says so Himself! Period! So what is the answer for all of these accounts showing more than One? 

· Yasha'Yahuw 9:6 - For unto us a child is born. Unto us a son is given and the government shall be upon his shoulder. His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty 'Elohiym, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

  Is there any doubt about Who is being talked about in the above passage? It is obviously our Savior, Yahushua. He is the only One I know Who is called the Prince of Peace. Yet look at some of the other names given Him too! The Mighty 'Elohiym and the everlasting Father!

  There are many other passages of scripture that give this same insight about Yahushua and Yahuwah being one and the same person. The only feasible explanation I can see in the above passage is that they are the SAME person (not two out of the three in the godhead) and that we have been shown here that the ONE and ONLY 'Elohiym has used at least two different forms in which to manifest Himself to mankind, the Father and the Son. We are sure that He now deals with us through His Sacred Spirit. So we can now see that we have ONE 'Elohiym Who has chosen to present Himself to mankind in three different manifestations or forms. Not three "gods" in one person, but One Person in three manifestations. 

  Yahushua identifies Himself as Yahuwah in several passages in Revelation also.

· Revelation 1:8 - I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, says the Master, Who is, Who was, and Who is to come, the Almighty. 

  He also says these words, I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, in Revelation 1:11, 21:6, and 22:13. He can not be either unless He is Yahuwah. Note that He also says words to that effect in Yasha'Yahuw 44:6 (above).

  Then there's this: 

· 'Iyowb (Job) 19:25-27 - For I know my Redeemer lives and He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. And after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see the Mighty One Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another, though my reins be consumed within me. 

  Any idea Who he is talking about? How about Yahuwah, since He is the ONLY 'Elohiym 'Iyowb knew. But we now also know that his and our Redeemer is Yahushua and that Yahushua will be standing again on this earth in a very short while (the latter day). Conclusion: Yahuwah and Yahushua are One and the Same Person.

· Yahuchanan 1:1-3 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Yahuwah, and the Word was Yahuwah. The same was in the beginning with Yahuwah. All things were made by him and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

  Pretty self-explanatory, don't you think?

  And this: 

· Revelation 22:3 - And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of Yahuwah and of the Lamb shall be in it and his servants shall serve him. 

  Note that there are two mentioned here but only ONE throne and the servants are called only His servants instead of their servants (Yahuwah and the Lamb being ONE).

  There are many more such passages scattered throughout the scripture in both the 'Ibriy and Greek texts. As you read through scripture, start paying attention to things such as this and they will begin to pop out at you. Sincerely seek His knowledge, and He will guide you to it.

  As a closing thought for those of you who don't think our Creator's name is really Yahuwah, look at what He said here.

· Yasha'Yahuw 42:8 - I am Yahuwah. That is my name. I will not give My splendor to another, nor my praise to idols. 

  Pretty straightforward words from our Creator I'd say.

· Howshea' 2:16-17 - And it shall be at that day, says Yahuwah, you will say to Me "my Husband" and no longer call Me "my Master." For I will take away the names of the ba'als out of her mouth and they shall not be remembered by their name anymore. 

  One of the many pagan titles and names for Ba'al is Lord. This is the name that has been substituted for Yahuwah throughout scripture. Do you think He's happy about that?

· Proverbs 30:4 - Who has ascended up into the sky, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name and what is His Son's name, if you can tell? 

  Do you really know either of the names for Him? I have told you that they are Yahuwah and Yahushua. Check your copy of the scripture and see what it says. Don't just look at the translator's results either, but check to see what the names are in the original language that the translator rendered as you see them in English. You may be surprised.

  Final conclusion: Yahuwah, Yahushua, and the Sacred Spirit are One and the Same Person.

Section 3. - Taking Oaths
  Before you "solemnly swear to anything," take a look at the modern definition of the word "swear." In the modern context, as defined in Webster's II New Riverside Dictionary, copyright 1984, swear is defined as a verb. The different meanings are as follows:

1. To declare solemnly under oath. 

2. To vow or promise. 

3. To use profanity, curse. 

4. To declare to be true while calling on God or something held sacred. 

5. To administer a legal oath to. 

6. To bind by or as if by means of an oath. 

  In most places, such as a court of law, where you are asked to swear to something, you will be asked to do the swearing while holding your hand on a copy of scripture. Your parents may even have required you to put your hand on the scripture when answering their questions as a means of forcing you to tell the truth.

  In the mind of man, this last practice should have the same effect as the first. If you put your hand on our 'Elohiym's written Word and swear to tell the truth, you will not tell a lie because of fear of Divine retribution. This makes anything sworn to while holding your hand on the scripture the equivalent of an "Oath to Yahuwah" and therefore meets the requirements set forth in Numbers 30:2, "If a man vows a vow to Yahuwah, or swears an oath to bind his soul with a bond, he shall not break his word. He shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth."

  When politicians, police officers, and other public servants are "sworn" into office and say in their oath-taking, "So help me God" the above is the commandment that they are promising to obey. In theory, this should make for a truly honest and effective system of government. 

  Unhappily . . . . . . . . .

  When you have something notarized, take a close look at the form that you're signing. You'll see that in most cases you are swearing that what is on that paper is true and correct. The Notary Public is swearing that they know you and that what you are swearing to is true. By the time everybody gets through swearing, there should be no untruths anywhere. That's what they have all sworn to, anyway.

  Now that we have gained some insight into the practice of swearing, what it means, and why it's done, let us take a closer look at the practice in light of the word of Yahuwah and see if we should be doing it for those reasons, or if we should be doing it for any reason.

  As you read through the ‘Ibriy language part of the word of our 'Elohiym, you'll read of many, many instances of people swearing and making oaths to each other and to Yahuwah. You'll also read where Yahuwah has sworn and made oaths to the people of Yisra'el. Yahuwah always kept His oaths, but the people of Yisra'el did not keep a single one.

  Sound familiar? Sounds just like today, doesn't it? Man cannot be trusted to keep his word, Yahuwah can. Yahuwah's promises stand today as solid as they were when they were first made. Man continually signs treaties, contracts, and other types of promissory documents, and before the ink is thoroughly dry on the paper, has found some reason to violate the promises that he made.

  You should realize that the commandment in Numbers 30:2 was given to the people of Yisra'el as part of the Law of Mosheh. That system of written, or carnal, law was fulfilled and put aside when the New Covenant came into full force at the death of Yahushua ('Ibriy chapter 9). Now we are under the Law of Grace, which is also referred to as the perfect law of liberty, the Royal Law, and several other appropriate names.

  If you consider yourself to be a "Christian" and you swear to anything, whether it be by verbal oath, or by written document, you are in violation of the new law and therefore in disobedience to our Master.

  Below, you will find the words of our Master and Savior Yahushua haMashiach pertaining to swearing. When Yahushua made the statement, the Law of Mosheh was still in effect, and the new law that was to be in force soon was being broadcast prior to it actually taking effect. You might say that conditions were in the process of transition from the carnal law of ordinances to the perfect law of liberty. This is shown by the fact that Ya'aqob (James) reiterated the principle (his words are also shown below). Still, the statement did not become effective until the New Covenant was fully in force. Even if the transition had not been taking place, He is still the Master and could change it as He saw fit. He, however, obeyed the Law of Mosheh, not the traditions of men, rigorously, right up to the time of His death. Unlike lawmakers of today, He made the law and enforced the law, so He therefore also OBEYED the law.

· MattithYahuw 5:33-37 - Again, you have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, You shall not forswear yourself, but shall perform to Yahuwah your oaths. But I say to you, do not swear not at all. Not by the sky, for it is Yahuwah 's throne. Nor by the earth, for it is his footstool. Neither by Yeruwshalaim, for it is the city of the great King. Neither shall you swear by your head, because you can not make one hair white or black. But let your communication be, Yes, yes! No, no! For whatever is more than these comes of evil. 

· Ya'aqob 5:12 - But above all things, my brothers, do not swear, neither by the sky, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath, but let your yes be yes and your no, no, lest you fall into condemnation. 

  The word "swear" in the passages above is translated from the Greek word that would be spelled in English as omnuo, and it means to swear, or take an oath. So it's meaning is the same today as our modern meaning.

  If you understand the passages above, you are encouraged to get your scripture down and study them and all surrounding verses very carefully, and you will cease to swear to anything. If you are truly trying to be like Yahushua, that won't be a problem, for you'll tell the whole truth every time with no threat of Yahuwah's wrath needed to scare you into submission. The truth will begin to come naturally, and you'll develop such a love of truth, that you'll begin to recognize it wherever you see it. You'll begin to be able to discern between truth and falsehood to the point that you'll be able to see this world for what it is.

  Do you remember who is the father of lies? Keep in mind that he is still doing today what he has been doing for eons. He still has a little time left, and he is using it as hard as he can use it to cause people to believe his lies.

  Satan means the adversary, and that is exactly what he is. That name is found most often in the old covenants, songs, and prophets. 

  In the Greek language portion of the Sacred Scripture, he is also referred to as the devil. The word devil, when applied to Satan, is from the Greek word "diablos," and means "traducer," or one who confuses. Now that's the truth.

  Prevarication, fibs, little white lies, half-truths, concealment of the truth, all of these are lies, pure and simple, and stem from the influence of the father of lies, Satan himself. Who are you going to follow? The Way, the Truth, and the Life, or the deceiver and father of lies? It's your choice. 

Section 4. - Music
  Music in the Assembly
  There is much to-do in some peoples' minds about whether or not musical instruments are scriptural when used in worship of Yahuwah, and there are many who will get very upset when someone disagrees with their particular position, no matter which side of the argument that they happen to be on. For instance, Hugh F. Pyle, of the Central Baptist Church of Panama City, Florida, in his book entitled "The Truth about the Church of Christ," literally drips venom on their belief of not allowing mechanical means of music in worship.

  The "Church of Christ" holds the position that if something is not directly authorized by the scripture, then it is expressly denied for the "Church." This is not a bad position as there are many, many doctrinal errors in main stream orthodox Protestant and other "Christian" religions that have strayed far from the scriptural path by allowing beliefs, events, rites, ceremonies, and other practices that are not of scriptural origin to become part of their doctrine. Some of these same people have added certain beliefs and interpretations to the scripture that will not stand up to the light of day. 

  For instance, the "Sinner's Prayer" as the means of salvation that we have spoken of elsewhere is used by many of these Protestant religions, including the religion of Dr. Pyle, and yet it is not to be found anywhere in the scripture. As a matter of fact, in order to build the foundation of this "Sinner's Prayer" they have had to do some very tricky manipulations of the scripture that they use to support it. They will tell you, however, that theirs is the true way of salvation, because other ways always include other people helping you to salvation, or that other ways of salvation include faith plus something that is some type of "work" and everybody knows that works can't save you. Of course, when you think about it, when they want you to pray the "Sinner's Prayer" there is always someone there to tell you the words to recite in following their lead in the prayer. This sounds like someone helping someone to salvation to me. Also, if their stand of faith only, the way they state it, is true, then you don't have to repent. You don't have to even hear the word to find out who Yahushua is! Just say their little prayer and everything will be okay. Under their definition of work, these actions also qualify. Where the scripture speaks of works, it is talking about works of the Law of Mosheh and the works of righteousness.

  The "Church of Christ" is of the opinion that the scripture does not authorize musical instruments in worship and praise of the Master, so they don't allow them in their services. There are other things that they require of those who would be members also, but those are for study at another time. Right now, we need to look at the scripture and see what it says about music and musical instruments used in the praise and worship of Yahuwah. I show the King James Version because the renderings there are very similar to other versions and it contains the English words that these folks use to establish the doctrine.

· Rhomaios 15:9 (KJV) - And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. 

· 1 Korinthios 14:26 (KJV) - How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. 

· 'Ibriy (Hebrews) 2:12 (KJV) - Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. 

· Ya'aqob (James) 5:13 (KJV) - Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. 

· Revelation 5:9 (KJV) - And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. 

· Revelation 14:3 (KJV) - And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders, and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 

· Revelation 15:3 (KJV) - And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 

  The above verses definitely show that music is desirable in the worship of our Master, but they do not state clearly whether musical instruments are used in making that music or not. So let's look at the verses that are used to justify the belief that musical instruments are not to be used in worship of Yahuwah.

· 1 Korinthios 14:15 (KJV) - What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 

· Ephesios 5:19 (KJV) - Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord. 

· Kolossia 3:16 (KJV) - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

  Taken literally, and without knowing the meaning of the Greek words that were used in the above verses, it would appear to be that musical instruments were not used in the first century assembly and so today also. If this were so, then the "Church of Christ" and others who do not allow musical instruments would be correct.

  However, when the words translated as hymn, melody, psalm, sing, and song, plus their variants, are checked out in the Greek with a good Greek-English dictionary, lo and behold, some of them actually mean the use of stringed instruments. This means that not only are musical instruments of the stringed variety acceptable in the assembly, their use in some cases is actually directed.

  The words used in the original writings, and their proper definitions, can be seen below. All of the verses above have been compared in the book "A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament," Second edition, and according to that book, the words mean substantially what the Strong's says they do.

  The word definitions listed below are from the Strong's Exhaustive Concordance dictionary, and are numbered with the appropriate reference numbers.

· hymn - 5215. humnos (hoom'-nos) - apparently from a simpler (obsolete) form of hudeo (to celebrate; probably akin to G103; compare G5567); a "hymn" or religious ode (one of the Psalms) - rendered as hymn. 

· melody - 5567. psallo (psal'-lo) - probably strengthened from psao (to rub or touch the surface; compare G5597); to twitch or twang, i.e. to play on a stringed instrument (celebrate the divine worship with music and accompanying odes) - rendered as make melody, sing (psalms). 

· psalm - 5568. psalmos (psal-mos') - from G5567; a set piece of music, i.e. a sacred ode (accompanied with the voice, harp or other instrument; a "psalm"); collectively the book of the Psalms - rendered as psalm. 

· song - 5603. oide (o-day') - from G103; a chant or "ode" (the general term for any words sung; while G5215 denotes especially a religious metrical composition, and G5568 still more specifically a Hebrew cantillation) - rendered as song. 

· sing - 103. aido (ad'-o) - a prim. verb; to sing - rendered as sing. 

  A better rendering of Ephesios 5:19:

· Speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Singing and playing stringed instruments from your heart to the Master . . . 

  The Greek word psallo also occurs in Rhomaios 15:19, 1 Korinthios 14:15, and Ya'aqob 5:13, where it is rendered as "sing." As always, draw your own conclusions, but the scripture says to use mechanical means of music if they are of the stringed variety.

Section 5. - Speaking in Tongues
  At one time, all of the people on the face of the earth spoke the same language. Because of the obvious advantages this produced in collective communications, they put their heads together and made an attempt to make a construction, called a tower but probably something much more than that, that could reach to the abode of the 'elohiym (gods), which is in the sky (heaven). (See my article "'Elohiym" for more details.) In order to defeat this attempt and see that it would not happen again, the languages of man were confused by Yahuwah. (See Genesis 11:5-9) There is much to support this happening in that most languages show many words with common roots and very few known languages are considered to be totally unrelated to any other known language. By this I do not mean written language, but rather spoken language. 

  This is a situation, so far as the people having one language, that will be repeated in time to come. As stated in TsephanYahuw (Zephaniah) 3:8-9, the day is rapidly approaching when Yahuwah will restore a "pure language," which dynamically means a language that has been clarified, so that all people everywhere can call upon His name with one consent. The phrase used in scripture and rendered as "pure language" in fact literally translates as a "clean lip." That phrase is a euphemism common among the ‘Ibriy that speaks specifically about the ‘Ibriy language. Due to this fact (and several other indicators) I fully believe that language to be restored by Yahuwah is 'Ibriy in its original form.

  There are several words that are rendered as "tongues" in the scripture, but the major word rendered tongue(s) in the 'Ibriy is lashown, which literally means the tongue. By implication, and in the context of the passages where it is used, it obviously and dynamically means a language. In the Greek the same thing occurs with the major word being glossa which has the same meaning as the 'Ibriy word lashown (above). 

  The Greek word glossa additionally, depending on the context of the passage, can specifically mean that the language being spoken of is one that is not the speaker's native language. This has led the translators of the King James Version to add the word "unknown" in several passages in an attempt to clarify the passage as meaning that the language being spoken was not the native language of the one doing the speaking. 

  Unhappily, because of the translator's clarification, many people of today have come to think that it means the language being spoken was not known anywhere on the earth but was a special "language of God" and therefore really "unknown." In some cases they call it a "prayer language" and think that "baptism" in the Sacred Spirit gives them this special language that only they can speak and only Yahuwah can understand. This is not supported in scripture, and as a matter of fact, is warned against.

  For every "tongue" spoken by the apostles and others on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 there was someone listening who understood that language. Note that all of the people present when the apostles were speaking in these tongues were Yahudiym (Jews) from "every nation under the sun" (See Acts 2:4-12). Even though the speakers were mostly all of Galiyl (Galilee), every person there heard the words of the speakers in the language of his native country.

  The same thing happened in Acts 10:46 and 19:6. The language being spoken was understood by someone who was listening. Nothing "unknown" about it at all.

  Paulos, in his first letter to the Korinthios, talked expressly about the gift of speaking in other languages. Note that he did not say anything about a "prayer language," but that has been assumed from what he said in 1 Korinthios 14:2. Here apparently some had started using words that those around them could not understand. Paulos admonishes them to not do that in public as people would think them to be insane and this would bring discredit on the assembly. Still, if someone was speaking in this manner, someone had to be there to interpret what was said, so therefore it could not actually have been an "unknown tongue." Read the entire chapter of 1 Korinthios 14 for all of the details surrounding who should speak in tongues and when they should do so. 

  Remember also that the edification, or building up, of the body of haMashiach must be the Child of Yahuwah 's major thrust in whatever he does. Everything he does must bring honor and praise and splendor to the name of our Father. Unhappily, when various people in some assemblies, usually women who are therefore in violation of the scriptural commandments, begin to "speak in tongues," it has nothing in common with what we see in scripture. What I have seen instead is a sham that purports to be "unknown tongues" but is really gibberish that even the person speaking doesn't understand and no one around them can really "interpret."

  I remember a prime example of this being a woman in a Pentecostal "church" called Calvary Temple in Jacksonville, Florida, always saying, "Shana-na-dee. Shana-na-die" over and over as her "unknown tongue" as she "spoke in tongues." The first question I would have for her today is why she was speaking in the assembly contrary to scripture anyway. The second question would be for the preacher and that would be why he did not admonish her as his position in that assembly would seem to dictate he should. The really peculiar thing about the whole situation, besides her always making the same sounds, was that the preacher, who apparently was supposed to be the "interpreter" required by scripture, always came up with an interpretation from that repeated phraseology that fit his sermon perfectly. She may have "spoken in tongues" for a minute or two, always repeating that same phrase, but the preacher's interpretation would last for at least fifteen minutes. She always began to speak at about the same point in the sermon too and the preacher always used the "interpretation" as a summation of his sermon for that service. Events such as this are now very low on the assigned credibility curve.

  Don't misunderstand. There are some people who genuinely think they are "speaking in tongues" according to the scripture when they do this. Sometimes they are in an ecstatic condition that they think is caused by the Sacred Spirit. But sometimes, and I have seen this with my own eyes, they are faking and it is obvious to anyone who looks closely. These people are trying to make other people think they are "good Christians" because they can "speak in tongues." What they fail to realize is that they are trying to impress the wrong ones. Yahuwah knows the heart and cleaning their heart up is what they should be working on instead. He is the only One we need to impress (2 Timotheos 2:15, 1 Keph 3:21).

  Some say that the gift of tongues has been done away with because of the passage of 1 Korinthios 13:8-10. They say this because in their opinion "that which is perfect" is the scripture. They have some very strong arguments in favor of this belief, but the scripture defeats even the strongest argument if that argument is false.

  If the scripture was in fact "that which is perfect," then we would have no need for Yahushua to return because we physically had the scripture before we physically had Him. We would have had everything we needed before He made His sacrifice of Himself for our salvation. This makes me believe "that which is perfect" is Yahushua Himself. I know of nothing that man has made or man has translated that can be perfect. Besides, since we do not have the original autographs of the scripture, how can we know that what we do have is perfect? Plus, reading a little further in that section, verse twelve puts a much better understanding of the time frame of "perfection" (completion) of which Paulos is speaking. When "that which is perfect is come" that causes tongues and such to be done away is AFTER the return of Yahushua and not a moment before.

  Regardless of all of the above, speaking in a language that you otherwise do not know, or tongues, is a true gift of the Spirit (1 Korinthios 12:10) and is as valid in the assembly today as it was on the day of Pentecost almost two thousand years ago. It is real now even if there are people who fake it or do it in ways contrary to scripture. When it does occur in a scriptural manner you will know it to be true and that it is from Yahuwah. There will be a specific purpose for it happening too and that reason will be obvious.

  Some say that speaking in tongues is evidence that you are in a condition of salvation. They say that if you cannot or do not speak in tongues, that you are not in the body of Christ. They get this from Markos 16:17, below.

· Markos 16:17 - And these signs shall follow them that believe. In My name shall they cast out demons. They shall speak with new tongues . . . 

  Because of that passage, they say, if you are really a "Christian" you must speak in "tongues." What they don't say is that according to this same verse, if you are really a "Christian you must then also be able to cast out demons. By reading the whole passage you will see that there are other conditions set on this too that they would deny. If you must speak in tongues, you must also drink poison, take up serpents, and heal the sick. If doing one is absolutely necessary to be a "Christian," then all of them must be.

· Markos 16:15-18 - And he said unto them, You go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believes and is immersed shall be saved but he that does not believe shall be condemned. And these signs shall follow them that believe: In my name shall they cast out demons. They shall speak with new tongues. They shall take up serpents and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them. They shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover. 

  You have to preach the gospel throughout the world.

  The hearers have to believe or they are condemned. 

  They have to be immersed.

  If someone has met these conditions, they may show the signs spoken of in the rest of the passage. Every immersed believer can show these signs, but not all will do it on demand or when they want to. Remember that everything we do is for the edification of the assembly and not to show others what good Christians we are. Our lives should be the evidence that we are His children in how we live them.

  Paulos clarified the points concerning gifts of the Spirit in 1 Korinthios 12. Here he says quite plainly that everyone has the capability to have every gift available, but that not all will necessarily have them all. This is the true condition of His children today. Those who earnestly desire specific gifts will have them if it is in the will of Yahuwah. He does not hand out these gifts and abilities so that we can impress our friends with what we can do, but for the purpose of edification of the assembly and to bring honor, praise, and splendor to His name. Note also that every time tongues is mentioned as being the result of the Spirit falling on someone that the result is the speaking of the wonderful works of Yahuwah. 

  So if you truly have the gift of "tongues" your gift will be used appropriately for the edification of the assembly, and you will not be in control of when the gift is exhibited or what is spoken. This is called being in the Spirit. It can and does happen.

Section 6. - Tithing
  TITHE - This word in the English language versions of the Scripture quite literally means, "a tenth part." In fact, there are two words in the 'Ibriy scripture that are translated as tithe and both of them have the same meaning. The 'Ibriy (Hebrew) words rendered in English as some form of tithe are asar (H6240) and its feminine form ma`asra (H4643). In the Greek language portion of the scripture, three words are translated as some form of tithe. They all mean to pay, give, or take, a tenth part. These Greek words are apodekatoo (G586), dekate (G1181), and dekatoo (G1183). 

  It's pretty obvious from the above, that what the Law of Mosheh (Moses) meant when the word tithe appeared, was that a tenth part of whatever was being discussed was required of the person that had it and that ownership had been transferred to Yahuwah. Now we realize today that WE never owned it to start with. It always was and always will be Yahuwah's and that is His Name that we are to praise. (Some pertinent scriptural passages that deal with this transference of possession are: Leviticus 27:30, 32; Numbers 18:26; Deuteronomy 12:17, 14:22, 23; NechemYahuw 13:5; and Mal'akiy 3:8-11.)

  The collectors of all these tithes were the ministers of the Lewiyiy (Levites). They were authorized this tithe because they had no inheritance in the Promised Land on which they could make a living. Their heritage was Yahuwah and He required the rest of the people to support His ministers. Notice that the Lewiyiy also were required to offer tithes of the tithes that they collected. They offered their tithes to Yahuwah Himself.

  Of those initial tithes they received, another tithe, or 10% of what had been tithed, was subtracted and offered to Yahuwah. This "tithe" was offered as "heave offerings" and given to 'Aharone (Aaron) and his sons as their portion of support because they were the officials of the tabernacle. (Numbers 18:28).

  Take note that with the exception of the part that went to the Lewiyiy, the people ATE of their tithes themselves and also gave portions to the Lewiyiy, guests, the fatherless, and widows, so that they were all filled. Note also what 'AzarYahuw told ChizqiYahuw when he questioned concerning the piles of sheaves (2 Chronicles 31:8-10).

  The question still remains. Do we tithe (give a tenth of our income, etc.) to Yahuwah or not? In order to answer this question, the reader must first understand that ALL of the tithes mentioned under the law of Mosheh (Moses) were of the INCREASE of honey, grain, wine, oil, cattle, etc., that accrued to the individual over a period of time. That period of time was THREE years, not every "Sunday." So it was foodstuffs that comprised what was given in tithing, and NOT money or other durable goods. 

  Preachers, who are paid a salary from the "tithes" given by "their" congregation, love to use two specific examples from scripture to prove that "tithes" must be given to them. Those two examples are 'Abraham giving a tenth of all his war booty to Malkiy-Tsedeq (Melchizedek - Genesis 4:18) and Ya'aqob (Jacob - Genesis 28:20-22) making a vow to give Yahuwah a tenth of all his increase. 

  First off, there is nothing to connect 'Abraham's giving as anything else but a picture from the past to prove to the 'Ibriy (real name of the book called Hebrews) that Yahushua was the Son of Yahuwah as seen in 'Ibriy chapter 7. Note in that chapter it is still the Lewiyiy who are receiving the tithes and not the preacher down the street or any other organization. Note also that this chapter is further proof of the change of the system of the law of Yahuwah from the old to the new.

  Secondly, the tenth part that Ya'aqob vowed (promised) to give was a "deal" that he made with Yahuwah to receive His blessing. Ya'aqob's vow does not bind us, and if it did, does that mean we have to tithe in order to get the blessings of Yahuwah?

  The answer to that is a resounding NO!

  If we are still under the Law of Mosheh as some seem to think we are, then you would have to tithe if you thought of yourself as a child of Yahuwah and an inheritor of His kingdom. But in order to tithe in the manner prescribed in scripture you have to find a kohen (temple official - usually translated as priest) of the tribe of Lewi to give it to. No one else was authorized to collect it. More likely than not, you are, or were, a heathen (Gentile), and you never were under that Law of Mosheh to start with.

  Thank Yahuwah, our Father and the Father of our Master, Yahushua haMashiach, that when He died at Calvary He relieved us of the law of Mosheh. Whether we are Yahudiy (Jew) or heathen we now operate under the New Covenant (Law of Grace) as is shown below.

· 'Ibriy 8:6 - But now has he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant (the law of grace), which was established upon better promises. {7} For if that first covenant (the law of Mosheh) had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 

· ‘Ibriy 8:13 - In that he said, "A new covenant (the law of grace), he has made the first old (the law of Mosheh). Now that which decays and waxes old is ready to vanish away." 

· 'Ibriy 9:11-18 - But haMashiach being come a high official of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building. Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the sacred place having obtained eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies to the purifying of the flesh (see Exodus 24:8 & Numbers 19:2-9), how much more shall the blood of haMashiach who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to Yahuwah, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living 'Elohiym? And for this cause he is the mediator of the new covenant (the law of Mosheh), that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant (the law of Mosheh), they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead. Otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator lives. Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood. 

  Do you now believe that it is safe to say that the Law of Grace (New Covenant) has supplanted the Law of Mosheh (Old Covenant)? (Remember that the testaments, both old and new, are NOT the collection of books of scripture separated by language, but systems of Yahuwah's law.) Looks pretty safe doesn't it? Not only do the above scriptures tell us that the Old Law is superseded, they also tell us, how, why, when, and by whom. It is highly recommended that you go to the scripture and study the entire sections mentioned above. All that is shown here is some of the scripture that illustrates the point under discussion. (As a matter of fact, you should always look up the given references in any discussion, read them for yourself, with the prayer in your heart that Yahuwah will lead you to the truth.)

  Well, if we're not supposed to tithe, what are we supposed to do?

  Remember that everything in this universe was created by Yahuwah and is His to start with, to end with, and any other "with" that you can think of. We cannot "give" what we don't own. All we can do is give back to Yahuwah something we had on loan from Him to begin with.

· 2 Korinthios 9:6-7 - But this I say, He that sows sparingly shall reap also sparingly and he which sows bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposes in his heart, so let him give. Not grudgingly or of necessity, for Yahuwah loves a cheerful giver. 

  Now anything that is given is called a freewill offering. That is the only kind of offering that Yahuwah will accept from us today. If it is NOT freewill, He does NOT want it.

· 1 Korinthios 16:2-3 - On the first of the week let every one of you lay by him in store as he has been prospered that there are no gatherings when I come. And when I come, whoever you shall approve by letters I will send to bring your liberality unto Yeruwshalaim. 

  Preachers love to shout this one out as proof that we have to tithe, but where does it say that? It says to put your gain aside so that when Paulos gets there he can take charge of it for delivery to Yeruwshalaim! Remember too that the first day of the week is the day after the shabbath when it is okay to perform manual labor. Ergo: "do this on the first day." If this is the "Sunday" collection, do you suppose that Paulos is going to come get it? Or that it will make its way to Yeruwshalaim instead of the preacher's pocket?

  You are supposed to share with other children of Yahuwah the bounty that Yahuwah has provided you as they have need and you have the ability. This is the means of offering that we have. You can do this in many ways, including loving contributions to the poor and other disadvantaged people, whether they are children of Yahuwah or not, donations of food and clothing to shelter and redistribution centers, etc., or even cash if you feel so inclined. One thing of which you must be mindful, however. If you donate cash or goods, get receipts, and then deduct the donations from your taxes, you have all of the recognition for those acts that you are going to get. Yahuwah will not give you recognition for something that was done for tax deductible reasons. 

  You are NOT required to give cash in the amount of ten per cent of your income to a local "church" to support a hired preacher in his accustomed lifestyle or living arrangements, pension plans, automobiles, etc., give to a building fund to build, improve, or otherwise maintain a structure that has nothing to do with the House of Yahuwah, to TV evangelists, or to any other so-called "religious" organizations. Look at all of the money that has gone into "church" buildings around the world. Every one of them is supposed to be for the "glory" of Yahuwah and He wants none of them. We are the House of our ‘Elohiym! Each and every follower of haMashiach! So all of those buildings are a total waste of time and money. Do something meaningful with your assets.

  There's not much more to say now. Based on the scripture passages that are shown above, the answer to the question of whether to tithe or not to tithe is a resounding NO. If you choose to share your prosperity with someone and the amount you give just happens to be ten per cent, don't worry about it. That's okay. Just don't give ten per cent because you think Yahuwah requires you to give that exact amount. He doesn't. 

Section 7. - The Cross?
  The word "cross" appears in most translations of the scripture appears ONLY in that part translated from the Greek. No word in the 'Ibriy/Kasdiy language portion of the scriptures is translated as "cross." Of course the word rendered as "cross" from the Greek does not correctly translate that way either. 

  The word "cross" was introduced into the English language from Latin (where it is "crux") and means what we always think about when we hear "cross," an upright post with a crossarm, although there were several variations used by the Rhomaios in their executions. The word first found its way into the English language when the Greek word stauros (stow-ros'), which means a stake or post (as set upright in the ground), was rendered by Jerome's in his Latin Vulgate as "crux." Later it was carried over as "cross" in English translations from that tome.

  The use of this word was an unhappy event (maybe even deliberate) in that it gives the wrong picture of the means used to kill our Savior, Yahushua haMashiach. 

  The concept called "crucifixion" in the English translations is in the scripture, but the Greek word it is translated from is stauroo and it literally means to "impale on a tree, stake, or post." 

  Consider that the Rhomaios used "crucifixion" (impalement) as their normal means of capital punishment. Then take a look at the way the body of the victim was affixed to the "cross" in the historical literature (found in your local library) available from those times. Most of the time the person being executed will be on a single upright post placed in a hole in the ground with the person's arms stretched vertically with his hands over his head and nails through the wrists, and with the majority of his body weight supported by his legs which are doubled up under him before being nailed to the post through the ankles. 

  There are some around the world that conclude that the means of "crucifixion" is exactly as the Rhomaios Catholic Church depicts it. (This is where the modern idea of the death of Yahushua hanging on a structure with crossarms and stipes originates.) These depictions usually also show ropes around the wrists and ankles as support for the body and a step (stipes) for the doomed person to stand on. The real possibility exists that the Rhomaios did occasionally use those various structures other than a plain post stuck in the ground, but the usual method was the plain post as described above.

  Also consider the simple physics of a human body placed on and nailed to an upright structure with a crossmember as depicted in the usual scenes dealing with the "crucifixion" of Yahushua. Check with your doctor, or local neighborhood anthropologist, about how long it would be before the body parts would begin to separate and the body would fall from the structure due to the unnatural stress caused by the unsupported weight placed on the points that are shown as being nailed. In order for the body to stay on this type of structure in the way depicted without coming apart, other means, such as the ropes and stipes pictured in Roman Catholic icons, crucifixes, and etc., would have had to be employed for additional support. There is no evidence in the scriptures of that being the case. The only means mentioned are the nails and the post.

  How was death caused by impalement in this manner? Slow asphyxiation. A very cruel and lingering death. 

  Why did the Rhomaios break the legs of the convicted to hasten their death? How could that cause the desired result of a faster death? By adding pressure on the chest cavity and restricting even further the victims ability to breathe, hastening the asphyxiation process. Breaking a victim's legs would actually be more merciful, if there could be mercy found in this heinous execution.

  Look for the answers to these and similar questions yourself in secular literature and I believe that it will become apparent that we have been very seriously misled about the physical aspects of the event of our Savior’s means of execution. 

  Let it be fully understood by all however, that the spiritual connotations are still the same. Yahushua died in the manner that He did to fulfill the prophecies concerning His death and so that through Him the world would have the opportunity to be saved.

  The manner in which our Master was placed on the tree isn't the important thing here, anyway. It is WHY He was placed there. The immediate point is that we need to look at what we're being told, check it out thoroughly, then believe it or discard it based on factual merit, or lack of factual merit. If someone gives us manmade and unsubstantiated information and expects us to believe it, shame on them. If we blindly accept a man's word about anything, shame on us. If supposed "men of God" will mislead us about this, what else will they, and have they, misled us about?

  The really, really, important thing about all of this is that all the statements concerning the how, when, where, and why of the death, burial, and resurrection of the haMashiach (the Messiah, Anointed, or Christ) that are to be found from Genesis to Mal'akiy and in all four books of the gospel were fulfilled by Yahushua of Nazareth in the early first century CE.

  All the necessary proofs are in place and can be seen again and again in writings relating to the world's spiritual history. Yahushua of Nazareth is the very Mashiach, and as such, is the risen Son of the living 'Elohiym, and He is now sitting on the right hand of Yahuwah the Father, and He is the ONLY mediator between man and Yahuwah. Be careful to not allow the means of execution, the so-called "cross," to become the object of worship instead of the One who was executed on it.

  Evidence of that misdirected worship can be seen quite readily in songs such as, "The Old Rugged Cross," "At The Cross," and other songs like that. People also talk about how they "follow the cross" and "look to the cross" and such and forget that it was the One who died on that tree Who now lives that they should be following and looking to instead of a piece of dead wood that is still dead.

  There is also a large quantity of evidence that shows the "cross" (as the letter T) to be the symbol of the pagan "god" Tammuz well before the life of haMashiach too. It was used by his followers on their clothing and artifacts to show their reverence for him. It is also seen as his symbol in the circle and cross, where the circle represents the sun, which Tammuz was considered to be. So the cross is really an emblem of the sun god and not a symbol of our Savior. Beware. That was also the sign that the Christianized, but not a Christian, sun-worshipper and pagan emperor Constantine used.

  Remember that you are responsible for what you believe. You will reap the rewards of your actions, whether they are positive or negative. Also remember that this information is being presented to you by a man and as such it could fit the same error category of those listed above, so check it out. 

  Believe Yahuwah and not man. Man can be wrong, Yahuwah can't. 

 

CHAPTER VIII

PAGAN INFLUENCES

  Included in this chapter are some of the many rites, rituals, and beliefs that crept into the early assembly through the attempt to accommodate the pagans by accepting their religion as a viable one. In fact, if any part of it is in opposition to what is found in scripture, it cannot be acceptable in an assembly of Yahuwah. He says this time and again (see 2 Kings 17:15, YirmeYahuw 10:2) just as He also said clearly many other things that are now discarded by modern man in favor of their "churches" traditions. Many of these modern traditions are fully accepted by most of the people who claim to be Christian and followers of the book, yet the practices are either not in the book or are strictly forbidden by it.

Section 1. - Easter
  Despite the ample historical and scriptural evidence to the contrary, the Council of Nicea in 325 CE officially endorsed the pagan practice of observing the period around the Vernal Equinox as the period for observing the death, burial, and resurrection of our Master and Savior, Yahushua haMashiach. 

  Although the timing of the pagan festival of Easter was "close enough" to the Passover for the purposes of the council, Yahushua was actually killed as the Passover Lamb so that His shed blood could protect His people from the wrath of Yahuwah just as the blood of the original passover lambs protected the Yisra'eliy from the Destroyer just prior to the exodus from Mitsrayim (Egypt). 

  They then presumptuously assigned the name of a pagan "goddess," Easter, to their pagan celebration and called it Christianity.

  Easter is one of the many names for the "Queen of Heaven" of Babel (Babylon) who is also known as Semiramis, or Sin, and is the wife (and also styled as the mother) of Nimrowd, who was their "Savior and God."

  Ishtar, Isis, Astarte, Ashtart, Diana, Venus, and Eostre are more of her names. She is also the model for Madonna (my lady), the Virgin Mary of the Catholic Church, who is also called "The Queen of Heaven." This Mary of the Roman Catholic Church bears little or no resemblance to the Miryam of the scriptures who is really the mother of Yahushua. 

  The pagan goddess Easter symbolizes the renewal that occurs in the Spring, as all things start to grow again, and her name has come to be wrongly associated with the resurrection of our Master and Savior, Yahushua haMashiach. In the King James Version of Yahuwah 's word, the word translated as Easter in Acts 12:4 is wrongly translated from the Greek word pascha, which they in turn rendered from the 'Ibriy word, pesach, which really does mean Passover. Everywhere else the word pascha appears in the Greek it is correctly translated as Passover. 

  The entire Easter spectacle is based on the pagan worship of this pagan goddess and of the star that we call Sol. Ever wonder why there are "Easter Sunrise Services"?

  Also keep in mind that the modern day is from midnight to midnight while the day in scripture is from sundown to sundown. This fact is an important consideration in determining the truth of this issue also, as the Rhomaios calendar week is based on pagan ideas and the one in scripture is based on the declaration of Yahuwah. I think I will stick with the system devised by our Creator and let the Rhomaios keep theirs to themselves.

  Below you will find scriptural and historical evidence of when His death actually occurred, how long He actually was buried, and on what day He was actually resurrected. 

a. The Day He Died
  Due to the uncertainty of modern Yahudiyth calendars and the calculations for years of ancient times, I have found no way to firmly prove one year or another as the year (according to the modern calendar) of Yahushua's death and resurrection. But the year in which it occurred is not nearly as important as on which day it occurred. The year has to be one where the Passover occurred on the fifth day of the week (Thursday, or the day of Thor on the pagan calendar).

  That the seven days of the Feast of the Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:34) ended the day before the regular shabbath for the week recorded in Yahuchanan 7-10. According to Yahuchanan (John) 9:14, on that specific shabbath, the day after the last day of the Feast of the Tabernacles, Yahushua healed a blind man. The very next Passover Yahushua was killed. If we could find a really trustworthy 'Ibriy calendar, we could use this test to determine the actual year.

  In order for Yahushua to be seen before dawn after his resurrection and for Him to fulfill the word He spoke concerning the "sign of Yonah," the "Last Supper" had to take place right at sundown after the third day of the week and therefore as the fourth day began. He was tried and convicted on that fourth day (pagan "day of Woden" or Wednesday). Modern scholars and theologians dismiss this by saying that if the meal was eaten on "a Tuesday night" then "sixty hours had to elapse before Yahushua was arrested, and the time frame is too long" because they all "know" that He was "crucified" on "Good Friday" (pagan day of Frigga)

  Since Yahushua is the Passover Lamb, then the meal commonly referred to as "The Last Supper" could not have been the Seder or Passover meal either. Remember that He would be killed as the Passover Lamb, which means that He had to be killed just before sundown Nisan (Abib) 14, just as the sacrificial lambs were slain every year in commemoration of the original Passover event.

  MattithYahuw (Matthew) 26:1-5
  Yahushua was taken, tried, and killed on the day the Passover was to be killed. (This had to be as Yahushua is the Passover Lamb killed once for all, as the final blood sacrifice that would ever be needed.) The "Last Supper" was NOT the Passover meal, for the next day would have been the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread and a high shabbath so the actual Passover meal was to be eaten that very night He was killed. The Yahudiym (Jews) would not have arrested and killed Him on a shabbath, for then they would have been guilty of the very thing of which they were accusing Him. 

  MattithYahuw 27:57-60
  Yowseph (Joseph) obtained the body in the evening, did the things he could in the time he had, and hurriedly placed the body of Yahushua in the tomb. That His burial occurred in the evening, just prior to sundown in accordance with Law of Mosheh, is the thing to remember.

Conclusion:
  Yahushua was killed on the day of the Passover as the Passover Lamb, on the fourth day of the week, which was the 14th day of the month of Nisan (Abib), and buried just before sundown the same day. This event also fits with the prophecy of being "cut off in the middle of the week" even though it is understood that the middle of the week also means 3 1/2 years into the final sabbatical period (seven years) of Daniye’l’s prophecy (9:27). This particular day also was the preparation day for the high shabbath that followed the Passover (First day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread). 

B. How Long He Was Buried.
  Yahushua said He would be buried for three days and three nights, a period of seventy-two hours. He said that the only sign given would be the sign of Yonah (Jonas - Jonah). Many passages in the four Gospels corroborate this statement.

· Yonah (Jonah) 1:17 - Now Yahuwah had prepared a great fish to swallow up Yonah. And Yonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

  Pay particular attention to the fact that the time Yonah was in the belly of the fish was specifically stated as THREE DAYS and THREE NIGHTS. The word translated as days is "yom," which in this context literally means the twelve hour period of daylight. The word translated as nights is "layil" and it literally means the period of darkness between the daylight periods (a twist away from the light). There can be no word twisting here to say that each of the mentioned day/night periods were not typical twenty-four hour days.

  Here's what Yahushua said about the sign of Yonah. 

· MattithYahuw 12:39-40 - But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign and there shall no sign be given to it except the sign of the prophet Yonah. For as Yonah was three days and three nights in the fish's belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. (See also MattithYahuw 26:61; 27:40; 27:63, Markos 8:31; 14:58; 15:29, John 2:19; 2:20) 

  The same thing is true of this statement by our Savior. Even if a semantic argument could make the case that in the Greek these periods could be construed as something other than a seventy-two hour period of time, that argument is precluded by the times set forth in Yonah 1:17.

Conclusion:
  Yahushua was buried (in the heart of the earth) for exactly seventy-two hours, the period starting around sundown on the fourth day (pagan calendar - Wednesday), and ending around sundown on the seventh day (pagan Saturday, or day of Saturn).

C. The Day He Arose
  On the fourth day of the week, Miryam of Migdal and Miryam the mother of Yowseph watched to see where they placed Yahushua's body, and after the high shabbath on the fifth day was past, they bought and prepared spices on the sixth day (which they could not do the day before because it was a shabbath) to anoint His body. Then they rested according to the Law on the seventh day (the regular shabbath), and then they went to the tomb early in the morning (before sunrise) after the regular shabbath was over.

  The day after the Passover is a high day, referred to in Yahuchanan (John) 19:13 as a high shabbath. The rules that apply to work etc., on the regular shabbath also apply here, so the women could not even buy the ointments to dress the body of Yahushua on this day. The next day was the sixth day of the week (preparation day) and there were no restrictions on working. So the women used this day to find and prepare the things necessary for the treating of a dead body. The next day was the regular shabbath, and they rested as they were required. They came to the tomb around daybreak the day after the regular shabbath (the first day), and Yahushua was already risen.

Conclusion:
  Yahushua was bodily resurrected just before sundown on the shabbath, exactly seventy-two hours after He was buried, and just as He said He would be and was seen by the women a few hours later at sunrise on the first day (pagan Sunday). 

  How Yahushua reckoned the length of the daylight hours.

· Yahuchanan 11:9:10 - Yahushua answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if a man walks in the night, he stumbles, because there is no light in him." 

Consider this:
  An easy way to determine what day and time He was resurrected is to read about when the women went to the tomb where He had been buried. All four gospels are in agreement that it was at or just before dawn (very early or dark) when they got there, yet Yahushua was already risen and out of the tomb when they arrived. (See MattithYahuw 28:1, Markos 16:2, Loukas 24:1, and Yahuchanan 20:1.)

  If He had risen just before they got there (at dawn), and remembering what He said about how long He would be in the heart of the earth (three days and three nights), go back seventy two hours in time and see when He HAD to be buried in order for Him to rise at dawn.

  Doesn't work, does it! Seventy-two hours from dawn in either direction in time is ANOTHER dawn!

  We all know from all of the gospel accounts that in fact He was entombed prior to sundown on the same day He was killed. So if scripture is correct, and we know it is, then He was buried at or just before sundown and so had to arise at or just before sundown seventy-two hours after His burial in order for His statement to be true. He could NOT have been resurrected AT dawn and scripture still be true. In fact, when the women arrived at the tomb, as scripture says, "He IS risen!" (See MattithYahuw 28:6, Markos 16:6, and Loukas 24:6.) and so He had been for a period of some hours.

  If Yahushua had been killed on "Good Friday" and then resurrected early (just before dawn) on "Easter Sunday," He would have been in the heart of the earth for a period of less than thirty-six hours (one and a half days) instead of the seventy-two that He stated. If the "Friday to Sunday" scenario was correct, we are missing two of the days and one of the nights that He spoke of in MattithYahuw 12:39-40. This would mean that He did not tell the truth about His burial period, and we know that it is impossible for our Savior to lie.

  Some people want to rationalize this problem by saying that it was PART of three days and PART of three nights in which Yahushua was buried. That doesn’t work either. If he had been buried for PART of "Friday," all day "Saturday," and then PART of "Sunday," His burial still would not have encompassed parts of three DAYS AND three NIGHTS.

More to consider:
  Nowhere in the scripture are we told to observe anything about His death, burial, and resurrection as a "religious" event such as is done today with all of the pagan symbology and rites. We partake of His death, burial, and resurrection in the believer's immersion, and remember His death in the communion. These are the scriptural observations we are told to observe. None else!

  Anyway, can you think of any way that a boiled, dyed, and decorated chicken egg, delivered and hidden by a bunny rabbit, has anything to do with our Master and Savior, Yahushua haMashiach? Kind of nonsensical, isn't it, and it certainly is not supported in the written word of Yahuwah. The egg as a symbol of the renewal of the earth and as a sign of spring, however, is a fixture in many of the various pagan religions. Especially those based on the religion of Babel. The rabbit is one of their pagan symbols of fertility.

  Easter Sunday Sunrise Services are another big fixture in the modern "church," yet it is historically shown that these services closely approximate the regular Sun-day services conducted by the sun-worshippers as part of their regular pagan rites. Our Sovereign has told us in too many places to avoid the works of the heathen (pagans). Easter observation is just one more of the works of the heathen that we must avoid.

Section 2. - Christmas
  Is Christ really the reason for the season called Christmas? If you will study the scripture carefully to see what is really said about the birth of our Master and Savior, whose name is really Yahushua, and He is haMashiach, or the Anointed, you will be greatly surprised by the disinformation that has been perpetrated on those who would follow Him by what would come to be called the Catholic Church in the early days of the assembly, and then continued by them and the Protestant religions that broke away from the descendant of that "church" (Roman Catholic Church).

  Knowing, understanding, and obeying the truth really does make a considerable difference, not only for you, but also for your children and your children’s children. All children are especially vulnerable to learning error as most of them see this stuff at an age when what they are taught will stay with them throughout the rest of their lives. If they learn the truth now, they can avoid the painful experience of unlearning the errors and then relearning the truth later, as so many of us have had to do. And how hypocritical is it for a parent to teach their children lies and then tell them not to lie?

  A for instance, the date of Yahushua's birth is nowhere mentioned in scripture or any secular writings, but based on external evidence was more than likely what would be on our modern calendar in the autumn of 4-6 BC (Doesn't it seem a little strange that Yahushua was born in a year designated on modern calendars as being (B)efore (C)hrist?).

  December 25th of our modern calendar does however correspond to several "religious" events on the early calendar, as shown below.

· The Winter solstice - Used as a time of worship by the Druids. They sacrificed animals, and sometimes humans, to ensure that after this shortest day of the solar year, the new year got off to a good start. 

· The "birth" of the pagan god Mithras - A lot of gift giving, eating, drinking, and merriment accompanied this pagan celebration. This guy was killed for his people, buried, and then resurrected so he could "save" them. My! How tricky Satan can be. 

· The worship of the pagan god Saturn - This was called the "Saturnalia," and was a real party. They erected and decorated trees, exchanged expensive gifts, etc. 

· The worship of other minor pagan "gods" and "goddesses" - Some of these pagan deities are similar to the ones listed above, and are their counterparts in different societies. They all spring from the same Babylonian paganistic religion. At least one is named Easter. 

  The rites surrounding these and other early events surrounding the Winter Solstice celebrations of the pagans have been adapted to "Christmas," again by the early Catholic Church. None of them have anything at all to do with our Master and Savior, Yahushua haMashiach. 

  Preachers who call themselves "Reverend" (See Psalms 111:9 to see who is the only one who rates the title.) will tell you that the gift giving tradition of Christmas is from the gifts of the three Wise Men to the infant Yahushua while He was in the manger. Yet according to MattithYahuw 2, when the Magi (wise men) found Him, he was not a newborn infant, but a child of about two years of age! The "Wise Men" were not at the birth of haMashiach nor did they see Him in the manger. So far as there being three wise men, the scripture says only that there were Magi, which is a plural word, who brought gifts. There may have been three but we don't know that. There may have been ten or twenty. We can't say. We can say only that there was more than one, but not their exact number, regardless of what man's tradition says.

  Also, if what these preachers say is true, then all of our gift giving should be to the Yahushua only and not to each other, because traditionally the person whose birthday is being celebrated is the one who receives the gifts. 

  Why do the so-called nativity scenes show the manger being in a wooden building? The "stable" where Yahushua was born was one of the many grottos, or caves, that abound in the area surrounding Bayith Lechem.

  So just when was Yahushua born? What does scripture say? Does it identify the day or time of year? If the day of His birth had been important, don't you think scripture would have been clear as to what day it was? I am sure of it. 

  Even though scripture does not directly tell the year, month, day, or season, there are some clues that give a general idea of the time of year. The statement about the "shepherds in the fields at night" is one of the best clues. It is well known in Yisra'el that the sheep were brought indoors (into a stable, house, or grotto) at night during the cold months of the year. The shepherds did not stay outdoors with them because it gets pretty cold there in the winter (about the same latitude as Central Georgia). Snow, ice, and all of the other cold things that are normally associated with winter were the normal state of affairs in Bayith Lechem during the last month of our modern calendar year. Yet when Yahushua was born there were those shepherds camping out in the fields AT NIGHT with their sheep (Loukas 2:8). This is pretty strong evidence that December 25th is NOT the birthday of Yahushua. Not only were the shepherds in the fields with the flocks, the stable where He was born was empty and so provided the room for His birth. 

  Besides that, where in scripture are we told to celebrate His birthday? There is no excuse for this either! There was someone whose birthday was stated to be December 25th. That person was Mithras, the pagan god who was murdered in a bloody fashion and then was resurrected as the savior of the people. Another counterfeit.

  The many elements of the modern Christmas celebration come from a variety of pagan religions. The Yule log, Christmas tree, hanging sharp-leafed wreaths in windows (to discourage evil spirits from using that window as an entry point), lighting candles, gift giving, etc., are a compendium of several different pagan religions and celebrations. The point is that they are ALL pagan rituals and practices. (Satan stays busy!) 

  But isn't all that stuff fun? Of course it is. That should be a clue that something may be wrong here. Not everything that is fun is of Satan of course, but everything that purports to be of Yahuwah without Yahuwah saying it is from Him and is fun most likely is of Satan. 

  But isn’t Christmas all for the children? NO! That is another lie of Satan to keep people away from the truth and keep them from finding out the truth! Quit lying to the children! Teach the children the truth while they are children and don't let this pagan tradition be instilled in them as being about our Savior. It is not!

  You may be told that things of this nature are not important to the worship of our 'Elohiym, but that is incorrect. Yahuwah is a spirit, and must be worshipped in spirit and in TRUTH (See Yahuchanan [John] 4:23-24). That truth is found in scripture and not in the mouths of man. If we want to be true and faithful servants of our Master and Savior, we must learn the truth, teach our children the truth, and obey the truth, and only His truth.

  The other things of Christmas also can not stand up in the light of the gospel. You can see that for yourself by honestly and open-mindedly reading and studying the word of Yahuwah. Just remember, Yahushua never said anything about remembering or celebrating His birth. He did however, tell us to remember His death until He returns, and so we must. He did not mean Easter when He said that, either (See Easter, above). Easter is the name of another pagan goddess and is not found in the 'Ibriy (Hebrew), Kasdiy (Chaldean or Aramaic), or Greek in which the scripture is written. This is another lie of Satan that has been accepted as truth.

  Yahuwah also has some specific things to say about erecting and decorating a tree. Notice below that the heathen that do this and their actions are not acceptable in the eyes of the Yahuwah.

· YirmeYahuw (Jeremiah) 10:1-5 - You hear the word which Yahuwah speaks to you, house of Yisra'el! Thus says Yahuwah, "Do not learn the way of the heathen, and do not be dismayed at the signs in the sky, for the heathen are dismayed at them. For the customs of the people are vain. One cuts a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the ax. They make it beautiful with silver and with gold. They fasten it with nails and with hammers that it does not move. They are upright as the palm tree but do not speak. They have to be carried because they cannot walk. Do not be afraid of them for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good." 

  Christmas does not, cannot, and will not, honor or praise our Sovereign and Savior, Yahushua haMashiach.

Section 3. – Halloween 

Fright, oh fright,
this witching night,
The fun we can have,
outside the light. 

  All Hallows Eve. The night before All Saints Day. The night that all the ghosts, goblins, and other evil spirits run amok. The night that humans endeavor to be "outside the light" to emulate evil spirits.

The Origin of Halloween
  October 31st had a great deal of significance among the ancient peoples of the British Isles - the Celts and their "priests." the Druids. They celebrated this day as the "Feast of the Dead." The Celts believed that on the evening of October 31st, Saman, the lord of the dead, called forth many evil spirits. The Celts believed that the veil between our world and the spirit dimension was especially thin on this day. These pagans were afraid of these evil spirits, so their Druid priests developed various occult practices to keep the spirits away, such as: 

· Dressing up on Halloween: The ancient Celtic people would dress up in costumes on October 31st to confuse and ward off the evil spirits. 

· Giving away treats: The Celts would leave treats at their doors to appease the spirits so that they would not destroy their homes or crops. 

· Carving pumpkins: Witches were said to use a skull with a candle in it to light the way to their meetings, which this carved pumpkin supposedly simulates. There is also the legend about "Irish Jack." Supposedly, the devil threw a burning coal at Jack, who caught it and placed it in a turnip. Jack has been roaming the earth ever since with his "jack-o-lantern." Eventually, pumpkins replaced turnips, since it was easier to symbolize the devil's coal inside a pumpkin. Another technique to scare away the evil spirits was to carve a scary face into an object. The people hoped that the frightening face would cause the evil spirit to move on to someplace else. 

  Do any of these pagan and occult practices sound familiar? Should a Christian be observing this day and following any of these practices? Absolutely not! It comes under the heading of "doing as the heathen do." (2 Kings 17:15, YirmeYahuw 10:1-5) 

  What the heathen were doing was being disobedient to the words and will of Yahuwah. In this they were following their master, Satan, and if we do what they do he will be our master too. If you do these things, then you too are being disobedient to the words and will of Yahuwah and you are following Satan. Modern adherents of witchcraft still celebrate Halloween as the "Feast of the Dead" and the Satanists consider this as their most important day. Wiccans celebrate it as their "new year" when their "god" goes underground to begin his journey back to the earth. He "emerges" on December 25th to start another cycle. 

  As you can see from the above, this "holiday" originated well before the foundation of the "Christian Church" but due to the many times mentioned pagan influences and appeasement of the pagans by what was to become the Roman Catholic Church it came to be accepted as a "true Christian event." The Roman Catholic Church, as usual, is the main villain in this little play, just as she is in so much other pagan doctrinal and ritual infiltration into the assembly, but all of her Protestant daughters are just as guilty.

  The Roman Catholic Church has many feast days on its calendar for the plethora of saints she has designated. Unhappily for her, she has more saints than there are days in the year. The first day of the eleventh month is All Saints (Hallows) Day, so designated to make sure that every saint has a feast day, even if it isn't named especially for him or her. On this day, according to the pagan belief, all of the evil spirits are locked up for another year. This was a good reason for the Catholic Church to pick this particular day for this feast. It is another festival that they could use to lure more pagans into their "church." It worked, and when those pagans came in, they brought all of their pagan beliefs, doctrines, and practices with them. According to them, all spirits, good and bad, were released to do whatever they wanted to the night before, thus All Hallows Eve, or Halloween. 

Section 4. - Valentine's Day
  Christian or Pagan?
  Many people who consider themselves Christians and Protestant celebrate and honor this day without ever considering that they are in fact venerating another "saint" of the Roman Catholic Church and participating in the celebration of pagan customs. 

· Excerpt from The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume XV: St. Valentine - At least three different Saint Valentines, all of them martyrs, are mentioned in the early martyrologies under date of 14 February. One is described as a priest at Rhome, another as bishop of Interamna (modern Terni), and these two seem both to have suffered in the second half of the third century and to have been buried on the Flaminian Way, but at different distances from the city. In William of Malmesbury's time what was known to the ancients as the Flaminian Gate of Rome and is now the Porta del Popolo, was called the Gate of St. Valentine. The name seems to have been taken from a small church dedicated to the saint which was in the immediate neighborhood. Of both these St. Valentines some sort of Acta are preserved but they are of relatively late date and of no historical value. Of the third Saint Valentine, who suffered in Africa with a number of companions, nothing further is known. 

  There are several legends concerning this day and the origin of its celebration. Most of them come from pagan myths and legends surrounding early Rhome or some part of the pagan Rhome system of worship. Even the image used today as "Cupid," who is supposed to be the "shooter of arrows of love," comes from a composite of several Rhomaios and Grecian pagan gods. Cupid himself was actually the Rhomaios pagan god of love.

  Many of the events and actions of the celebrants on Valentine's Day are derived from the ancient and pagan Rhomaios feast of Lupercalia. In the early days of Rhome, fierce wolves roamed the woods nearby. The wolves killed the sheep outside the city walls and some humans as well. The Rhomaios prayed to their god Lupercus, guardian of the flocks, to protect them. The holiday started out to honor him. A festival held in honor of Lupercus was celebrated on February 15th as a spring festival. (Their calendar was different at that time, with the second month falling in early springtime.)

  One of the customs of the young people in this feast of Lupercalia was name drawing. On the eve of the festival the names of Rhomaios girls were written on slips of paper and placed into jars. The boys individually drew girls' names from a box, and became paired with them until the following Lupercalia. The girl whose name was chosen was to be the boy's sweetheart during the feast and for the remainder of the year. The activities between the "sweethearts" at the feast was pretty wanton and very sexually oriented.

  The Lupercal is also the setting for the opening scenes of Shakespeare's play "Julius Caesar." It is the feast time and Caesar says to Antonius: 

"Forget not, in your speed, Antonius, to touch Calpurnia; for our elders
  say, the barren, touched in this holy chase, shake off their sterile curse." 

Act 1, Scene II. 

  In this scene, Antonius is one of the Luperci, young men (priests of Lupercus) who ran a course in the city of Rhome from the Cave of the Lupercal (the place where, by tradition, the founders of Rhome - Romulus and Remus - were suckled by the she-wolf) around the Palatine Hill, in order to purify the ancient site. They wore the skins and blood of goats sacrificed in rites held earlier in the day. During the run, the Luperci struck the women they encountered with strips of goatskin (called a "februa") to promote fertility.

  February 15 was the second day of Lupercal and the third day of Parentalia (The Parentalia and Feralia festivals of purification were celebrated between February 13-18 in ancient Rhome. Opening day, February 13, was dedicated to peace, love, and the household "gods"). The day is dedicated to Juno Februata (Juno the Fructifier). 

  Throughout the years Lupercus became less important and the holiday eventually turned into a celebration honoring Juno, queen of the Rhomaios "gods," by herself. She ruled over marriage, so the holiday became one of love. 

  Later, when Roman Catholic priests wanted to abolish heathen customs, they used the same method that has placed so many other pagan celebrations into the vocabulary of modern "Christianity." They assimilated the pagan custom by "Christianizing" it as a celebration of some "Christian" character or characteristic. In this case they substituted the names of saints for the names of girls in the drawing lot and later Pope Gelasius, who didn't like or believe in the Rhomaios "gods," turned the celebration into a church holiday by honoring St. Valentine's death on this day. Which St. Valentine he apparently didn't say. 

  The symbology of red hearts used in the celebration of Valentine's day have denoted love since ancient times. Ribbons go back to the days when ladies gave ribbons to their favorite knights when they went to war. Roses and violets both stand for love. Lace comes from a Latin word and it means, "to catch." Lace was supposed to catch the heart of a loved one. 

  By 1400 people all over Europe celebrated this day as a holiday as love. When the English came to America, they brought this pagan holiday to the New World. 

Conclusion:
  To participate in any kind of celebration honoring Saint Valentine's Day is to honor pagan gods (see Exodus 20:3-6) and contrary to the true and spirit-filled worship of our Creator.

Section 5. - The Olympic Games
  a. The Beginning of the Modern Games
  The modern Olympic Games began in Athens, Greece, in 1896, two years after French educator and thinker Pierre de Coubertin proposed that the Olympian Games of ancient Greece be revived to promote a more peaceful world. Obviously his intent appeared to be good but the result was anything but successful. 

Ceremonies
  The opening ceremony has always included the parade of nations in which the teams from each nation enter the main stadium as part of a procession. The Greek team always enters first, to commemorate the ancient origins of the modern Games, and the team of the host nation always enters last. In the torch relay the Olympic Flame symbolizes the transmission of Olympic ideals from ancient Greece to the modern world. In the relay the torch is lit in Olympia, Greece, and is carried over several weeks or months from there to the host city by a series of runners. 

  A ceremony that was instituted in 1920 is the recitation of the Olympic Oath, taken in the name of all the athletes by a member of the host's team. The oath asserts the athletes' commitment to the ideals of sportsmanship in competition (see MattithYahuw 5:33-37, Ya'aqob 5:12). 

Pagan origin of the games
  The Olympian Games were the most famous of the four great national festivals of the ancient Greeks, the other three being the Isthmian, Pythian, and Nemean games. The Olympian Games were celebrated in the summer every four years in the sanctuary of Zeus at Olympia, which was situated in a valley in Elis, in western Pelopónnisos (Peloponnesus), through which runs the Alpheus River. It was not a town, but only a sanctuary with buildings associated with games and the worship of the "gods." 

  In this temple stood the table on which were placed the garlands prepared for the victors in the games. The votive buildings included a row of 12 treasure houses and the Philippeum, a circular Ionic building dedicated by Philip II, king of Makedonia, to himself. Outside the Altis, to the east, were the Stadium and the Hippodrome, where the contests took place. On the west were the Palaestra, or wrestling school, and the Gymnasium, where all competitors were obliged to train for at least one month. 

  Early in the year of the games, envoys were sent throughout the Greek world to invite the city-states to join in paying tribute to Zeus. The city-states thereupon dispatched deputations to vie with one another in the splendor of their equipment and the proficiency of their athletic feats. The competitions were open only to honorable men of Greek descent. The games date from 776 BC. 

  In Greek mythology, Mount Olympus (at 2917 meters high it is the loftiest point in Greece) which is located in northern Greece on the boundary between Thessaly (Thessalia) and Makedonia near the Aegean Sea, was the home of their "gods." On its summit were the palaces of the "gods," which had been built by Hephaestus, the "god" of metalwork. The entrance to Olympus was through a gate of clouds and was protected by the "goddesses" known as the Seasons. Zeus had his throne on Olympus and the "gods" feasted on nectar and ambrosia and were serenaded by the Muses. 

  The 12 major Olympian deities were Zeus and his wife Hera, his brothers Poseidon, "god" of the sea, and Hades, "god" of the underworld, his sister Hestia, "goddess" of the hearth, and his children, Athena, "goddess" of wisdom, Ares, "god" of war, Apollo, "god" of the sun, Artemis, "goddess" of the moon and of the hunt, Aphrodite, "goddess" of love, Hermes, messenger of the "gods," and Hephaestus. Later Greek writers transferred the home of these deities to a region of the sky free from snow and storm and filled with light. 

  Zeus was considered, according to Homer, as being the father of the "gods" and of mortals. He did not create either "gods" or mortals, but he was their "father" in the sense of being the protector and ruler both of the Olympian family and of the human race. He was the "lord" of the sky, the rain "god," and the cloud gatherer, who wielded the terrible thunderbolt. His breastplate was the aegis, his bird the eagle, his tree the oak. Zeus presided over the "gods" on Mount Olympus in Thessaly (Thessalia). His principal shrines were at Dodona, in Epirus, the land of the oak trees and the most ancient shrine, famous for its oracle, and at Olympia, where the Olympian Games were celebrated in his honor every fourth year. The Nemean games, held at Nemea, northwest of Árgos, were also dedicated to Zeus. 

  Zeus was the youngest son of the Titans Cronus and Rhea and the brother of the deities Poseidon, Hades, Hestia, Demeter, and Hera. According to one of the ancient myths of the birth of Zeus, Cronus, fearing that he might be dethroned by one of his children, swallowed them as they were born. Upon the birth of Zeus, Rhea wrapped a stone in swaddling clothes for Cronus to swallow and concealed the infant "god" in Crete (Kríti), where he was fed on the milk of the goat Amalthaea and reared by nymphs. When Zeus grew to maturity, he forced Cronus to disgorge the other children, who were eager to take vengeance on their father. In the war that followed, the Titans fought on the side of Cronus, but Zeus and the other "gods" were successful, and the Titans were consigned to the abyss of Tartarus (the deepest place in Hades, the abyss). Zeus henceforth ruled over the sky,and his brothers, Poseidon and Hades, were given power over the sea and the underworld, respectively. The earth was to be ruled in common by all three. 

  Zeus's image was represented in sculptural works as a kingly, bearded figure. The most celebrated of all statues of Zeus was Phidias's gold and ivory colossus at Olympia. There now stands a statue in the plaza at Saint Peter's Basilica in Rhome that is called the statue of Peter the apostle but in reality is but one more statue of Zeus. 

Conclusion
  The pagan "god" these games honor is Zeus, who in Greek mythology is the "god" of the sky and ruler of the Olympian "gods." (The Greek Zeus corresponds to the Rhomaios "god" Jupiter.) The Olympic Games are nothing but part and parcel of a celebration in worship of this pagan "god" Zeus. They are just one more trick of the many tricks that Satan uses to cause inattentive people to violate the will and statutes of the Creator. Anyone therefore who participates in any way with the celebration of these games is therefore in literal violation of the first commandment of Yahuwah. 

Exodus 20:3 - You shall have no other ‘elohiym before me.

_________________________

  Are you thinking, "OK. Now I've read all this, but what meaning does it have for me?" The answer to that question is very simple, and one to which you need to pay very close attention, for it also applies in many other areas of life.

  You and I have been misled by some very well meaning people who did not know what they were doing and by some not so well meaning people who knew exactly what they were doing. It is now up to us to come into obedience to scripture and quit observing days and times and seasons in the manner that the modern pagan assemblies are doing and contrary to the will of our Father.

 

CHAPTER IX

HEAVEN AND HELL

Section 1. - Heaven
  When people talk about "heaven" as the place they want to go to when they die, they usually are thinking about going to the place where the "streets of gold," the "throne of Grace," the "pearly gates," the river of life, etc., are all located. According to most theologians, "heaven" is a mystical and wonderful place and it is the place people should be striving to attain. 

  Actually, it is no such thing. "Heaven" is simply the sky and, unless you are in some kind of enclosure with a restricted view, you can see it every time you look up. So where did this concept of "heaven" as the name of the Paradise of Yahuwah come from? Is it scriptural? We'll see.

  As a general rule of translation, the concept that is meant by the original writer is the concept that should be translated into any other language if the translator truly expects the readers of his translation to understand what he was translating (dynamic equivalency). The reader should not be required to be a scholar of the original languages in which the book they are attempting to understand was written. The average reader should be able to grasp the entire idea of what was written in the original language without it having to be interpreted by some scholar of that language. This is especially true of the scriptures, but unhappily there are so many errors of translation in modern versions of scripture that have now become tradition that each of us must learn some of the original languages if we intend to really understand what scripture really says.

  This word, heaven, and how it was rendered in the King James version has great connotations for our understanding of the Kingdom of our 'Elohiym, whose name is Yahuwah, that far outweigh its semantic impact. The translators did us a great disservice with this and many other words. The 'Ibriy (Hebrew) word shamayim and the Greek word ouranos, which all basically mean "the sky," are rendered incorrectly as heaven, air, and even astrologer. Many other words in scripture suffer this same fate. 

'Ibriy 

1. shamayim (shaw-mah'-yim) - dual of an unused sing. shameh, shaw-meh'; from an unused root mean. to be lofty; the sky (as aloft; the dual perh. alluding to the visible arch in which the clouds move, as well as to the higher ether where the celestial bodies revolve):--air, X astrologer, heaven (-s). 

2. shameh (shaw-meh') - to be lofty, the sky. Rendered as astrologer, air, and heaven(s). 

Greek
  Since our most intense interest should be centered in the words that concern us the most, the Greek words and renderings are examined more closely here than the 'Ibriy (Hebrew). The English word "heaven" is rendered 255 times in 237 verses for certain Greek words in the King James Version. The Greek words that are rendered "heaven" are: 

1. ouranos - the sky. Also rendered as air and heavenly.

2. ouranothen - from the sky. This word is rendered as the phrase "from heaven." It is found in Acts 14:17, and Acts 26:13.

3. epouranios - celestial, above the sky. Rendered as heaven in Philippesios 2:10.

4. mesouranema - mid-sky. Alternately rendered as heaven and as the phrase, in the midst of heaven. (Rev 8:13, Rev 14:6, Rev 19:1, 11, 14, and 17.)

Well, if heaven is the sky, and not where Yahuwah lives, then just where is He? 

  Yahushua did NOT tell the thief that was next to Him at Calvary that he would "go to heaven." What He said was, "today you will be with me in paradise." Paradise is another of those words that was transliterated but should have been translated. It is from the Greek word paradeisos and literally means a park, like you think of for Central Park in New York City. In other words it is a pleasant place to be, with sun shining and birds singing, etc.

  If you will read Revelation, chapter 21, you will find the description of this place which too many people erroneously call "heaven." Note though that the gates Yahuchanan (John) describes aren't "pearly" and "Saint Peter" doesn't stand around those gates waiting to greet new arrivals either. According to Yahuchanan there are twelve of these gates, three on each side of the city, and each one of them is a single pearl.

  However, for the purposes of this discussion, that's not germane. Look carefully at chapter 21, verses one and two. They tell us not only what Yahuchanan is describing but also where it came from and where it's going. It is NOT "heaven," as the place where Yahuwah lives and where we are hopefully going, but it comes down OUT OF "heaven" (the sky) and is the place we should be desirous of going.

Section 2. - Hell
  Since we have now seen (if you read Revelation 21, that is) that heaven is not "the abode of God" but instead is the sky, what about HELL? Is it the place where Satan lives and all the bad people go? Or is it something else? And is there a place worse than Hell?

  In order to answer these questions, we must first determine exactly what scripture says HELL is and what goes on there. I do not mean that we should describe HELL from the information we have been given in the past by various people, such as it being a place of eternal torment with burning fire and brimstone, the abode of the Devil and his imps, etc., but that we need to find out how scripture defines the words that have been rendered as "hell" in our "Bibles." 

  In the 'Ibriy (Hebrew) language portion of the scripture, the English word HELL is rendered from only one 'Ibriy word. That word is SHE'OWL (pronounced she-ol). If you have access to the Exhaustive Concordance by James Strong, it is assigned the number H7585. This word appears sixty-five times in sixty-three verses in the 'Ibriy scripture. Thirty-one of those times, it is rendered as Hell.

  She'owl in the ‘Ibriy is the same place as the Greek Haides (Hades) and both are defined as the subterranean retreat (or abode) of the dead. This word is also rendered in English as pit and grave. The grave obviously is a place for dead bodies and in the times the scripture was written, people were often buried in pits. Some societies still do that. But those are places where dead PHYSICAL BODIES are deposited, which are going to decompose anyway, and not the spirits that left those physical bodies. That place is she’owl, or hell. 

  Twice in the 'Ibriy scriptures, we will find reference to the lowest Hell. These occur in Deuteronomy 32:22 and Psalms 86:13. The occurrence in Deuteronomy is spoken by Yahuwah Himself, so you can not only infer that there are several levels to she’owl, you can count on it. Since Yahuwah spoke of a place called the "lowest she’owl," that means that there has to be levels above that lowest one. How many levels? We don't know. There are no references to an actual number. Also there is no definite and separate name given to the "lowest she’owl" in the ‘Ibriy, whereas in the Greek it is called Tartaroo.

  In Numbers 16:28-34, Yahuwah causes a pit to open up and swallow a bunch of people (because of their disobedience) and the word pit is there translated from she'owl. All of the other occurrences of the word deal with people who are already dead, anticipating death, or are statements from Yahuwah concerning what is to be.

  So from the 'Ibriy scripture we determine that Hell is a definite place, a place where the spirits of the dead reside, and it has several levels. Part of the question concerning what is hell has now been answered, but there is more.

  In the English translation of the Greek scripture, Yahushua is credited several times in the English versions with using the word HELL and mentioning its burning fire. But Yahushua never actually used the word HELL. Where the translated words are "hell fire" what He actually said was "Gay'-Hinnom 'esh" which loosely means "the fires of Ge-Hinnom." When He speaks thusly He is speaking of the valley of Hinnom, a valley located hard by Yeruwshalaim which was used as the local garbage dump and where the fires were always burning, as a place analogous to the place He was referring to as the destination of those who are disobedient to the Father. The reason there were fires burning continuously is that there was much garbage to be destroyed. It was also a place of foul odors and dead bodies in addition to the garbage fires and not a place that many people desired to visit for even a little while, much less for eternity. Using the idea of a place like this as a possible place of eternal abode for the disobedient gets the message across that Yahushua was sending. "Repent and turn to is answered, or a place like this valley is your destiny." 

Hell is NOT forever
  You have already heard about another place of which Yahushua talked. This place is Haides, the subterranean abode of the dead. In the Strong's Exhaustive Concordance it is assigned G0086. In addition to being rendered as hell, it is also translated as grave. In the Greek scripture we find that the lowest Hell (she'owl) talked about in the 'Ibriy scripture has a name as mentioned above. (The name Tartaroo is first Latinized and then Anglicized into Tartaros.) It is the deepest abyss of Haides. Keph used this term when he was describing the location of the first angels that sinned. This is the place where is answered has put them until the day of judgment. (In the Strong's Exhaustive Concordance it is assigned G5020.) Then something is going to happen of which most people are not aware, even though it is very plainly stated in scripture.

  There are many people who don't believe that the ones whose names are not found in the book of life will be punished forever, even if they do believe in a place called "HELL" where they think the will sinners go. They think that once you are cut off from is Yahuwah that you have received the punishMENT and the punishING is over. This is patently wrong! Scripture refutes that idea over and over again! More on that in a moment.

  So now we can see that the place where the dead people go is called Haides or She'owl, and it is a real place, somewhere below the surface dirt of this earth. Where its exact location is, nobody on this earth can really point to, except in a general downward direction. But it is somewhere there below. We also now know that there are more than one levels in this place, but don't know what uses of the levels are put to except for the lowest one. We do know that the "angels" that sinned are incarcerated there and that Yahuwah has made mention of it being a terrible, terrible place.

  We also know that when Yahushua was talking about "hell fire" that He was really using the descriptive evidence of a burning garbage dump to get His point across. This view of Ge-Hinnom may be related to what occurs on some level in Haides, as shown by the story of the rich man and 'El'azar (Lazarus - Loukas 16:23), but more likely is the idea of the eternal punishING.

  So now we have seen that the definition of Hell depends on where you read the word in scripture and what base word it was translated from. When Yahushua was talking about hell fire, He was using a metaphor to describe to the people in terms they could understand what awaited them if they failed to acknowledge Him as the Son of Yahuwah and turn back to Yahuwah as their only and eternal King. 

  The real definition of hell is the subterranean abode of the dead. That is what it is. We have also determined that it has more than one level, although we can't say anything in particular about those levels except for the lowest one, and we also know where it is. Somewhere beneath the earth. So we know what it is and where it is.

Now, what is it not? 
  The first thing that Hell is NOT is the realm or abode of Satan. He does NOT live or reign there. He lives and reigns right here on this earth among us as the 'elohiym of this world (2 Korinthios 4:3-4) until such time as Yahushua returns and he is cast into the bottomless pit or abyss. (Revelation 20:1-3). He has no more desire to be in Hell than you do. Remember! He is alive, not dead, and Hell is the abode of the dead. That is the place he would like for YOU to be, but he doesn't want to be there with you. By the way, Satan is not some evil looking person wearing a red suit, carrying a pitchfork, and with horns on his head. The word of Yahuwah describes his beauty as perfect (Yechezqe'l [Ezekiel] 28:12). Also, see 2 Korinthios 11:14.

  Another thing that Hell is NOT is the place of eternal torment for those whose names are not found in the book life at the final judgment. Many preachers in the many so-called Christian faiths will preach a "hell-fire and brimstone" sermon and tell people that they are going to Hell for eternity. Well, that's just not true. Hell is going to cease to exist as a place as we know it. Hell is going to be destroyed by being cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, after the final judgment and after it gives up its dead, therefore, it cannot be a place where anyone or anything will be for eternity (Revelation 20:14). Since Hell is going to be cast into this lake of fire and brimstone, that lake must really be some bad place. Much worse than Hell!

  So that is the answer to the second question. Yes, there is a place worse than Hell. That place is the lake of fire and brimstone talked about all through the Sacred Scripture, but not defined and described until the book of Revelation. All of the people whose names are not found written in the book of life at the final judgment will be incarcerated there for eternity, along with death, Hell (Haides), Satan, the beast, and the false prophet. These will be the same people who take the mark of the beast in the last days. This lake of fire and brimstone is a terrible place. Much worse than Hell ever pretended to be, and it is for eternal punishING.

  Satan will also be in that lake of fire, but not through his choice. It is a place of punishING for him also. So all of the unrepentant and disobedient sinners and all of their leaders and teachers are going to have some famous, or rather infamous, company. Satan, the beast, the false prophet, death, Hell, all of the popes, Billy Graham and his ilk, all the sinner’s prayer people, the blab and grab boys, etc. That's really going to be some company! I think that they are going to be too busy to notice however, as their torment will be forever. (Revelation 14:9-13; 19:20; 20:10, 14-15)

  So now you know as much about Hell as you probably never wanted to know. 

1. You now know that Hell is She'owl (Haides), the subterranean abode of the spirits of the dead, and we have determined that it has several levels. You even know that there are sinful angels incarcerated in the lowest one. 

2. You know that it is somewhere beneath the earth. 

3. And now you also know that there is a much worse place. That place referred to in the scripture as the lake of fire and brimstone. Do you see now why Yahushua used the metaphor of Ge-Hinnom to describe the goings on here? It is going to be terrible punishING, and FOREVER. 

  To contrast this terrible place called the lake of fire and brimstone, there is another eternal place that we have already discussed that is known as the paradise of Yahuwah. It is as wonderful as the lake is terrible. It is a city. In this city will be found the tree of life, the river of life, and the throne of Yahuwah. This is a new city that isn't on or of this earth. (This earth is going to be totally destroyed as described in 2 Keph 3:10-11 and Revelation 20:9, 21:3). This city which will be on a NEW earth, with NEW skies, is called New Yeruwshalaim, and is created to be inhabited by the saints of Yahuwah. They will live for eternity as the children of Yahuwah and this is the place people are talking about when they mention "heaven."

  There's that word eternity again, but this time, it is used in a good sense. Those whose names ARE found in the book of life will be there with the Master forever. These are the people who have overcome. You can read about it in Revelation 21 and 22. 

  This is very serious business, as you can see. Anything that affects where someone is going to spend FOREVER should be something that the person is extremely concerned about. Are you concerned? Where are you going to spend eternity? In the lake of fire with Satan and his cohorts, or in the paradise of Yahuwah with His saints.

 

CHAPTER X

ISLAM

Section 1. - What to Expect
  The Coming Deaths of the Saints

· Revelation 6:9 - And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of Yahuwah and for the testimony which they held. 

  Over the last two millennia there have been many innocent believers in Yahushua slain for the word of Yahuwah. Many were slain by the Roman Catholic Church or at her instigation in her bid to totally dominate the world by controlling the faith of the people with her pagan abominations. Even after the so-called Protestant Reformation Roman Catholics of all countries made many successful and unsuccessful attempts to regain full control and not allow Protestants any say in government or social endeavors. All of those efforts invariably resulted in much loss of life and property for the Protestants. 

  One of the best known of these attempts is the slaughter of around 100,000 unarmed French Protestants in what is referred to as the "Saint Bartholmew's Day Massacre" of 1524 CE. There are many others with an accumulated total of well over several million souls. For these she will be punished severely in the coming cataclysm (See Revelation chapters 14-18).

  There were many more, even many loyal Catholics who were falsely accused, who were tortured and killed in the Inquisitions so that the local "priests" could confiscate their property for the "Church" and extend their rule of fear to all areas of the known world. These same "priests" were involved in atrocities of sexual excess and gluttony from which the Roman Catholic Church has never recovered and had much rather modern people never heard about.

  Something that most people of the Western World don't realize is that of the tremendous number of people who have died for their witness of Yahushua, even considering the large numbers slain by the Roman Catholic Church, the greatest majority have been murdered in cold blood by muslims in their quest to assimilate the entire world under the banner of islam. Some were killed in battle, but the greatest majority were innocent noncombatants who merely wanted to be left alone to live and worship as they saw fit. Islam does not allow that in territories they have conquered however.1 Contrary to the propaganda that is being circulated today there is not now nor has there ever been any such thing as consistent tolerance for other faiths in the islamic controlled areas. Just as the 'Borg of Star Trek say, "Resistance is futile. You shall be assimilated," so has the intent of islam always been. The word from islam is now and has always been "submit or die."

  By the way, islam has had several inquisitions very similar to those of the Roman Catholic Church where loyal muslims were falsely accused, tortured, and murdered because some caliph or other imam wanted their wives or property.

  Did you know that the Qur'an actually calls for a jihad2 (holy war) against all unbelievers (infidels) of islam and also says that any muslim "holy warrior" who dies in that effort will receive an instant translation to paradise where he will be tended by virginal girls AND boys (Yes, islam followers are heavily homosexually oriented, both male and female)? No wonder so many of them violate other Qur'an passages that forbid suicide. They are told by their "imams" (leaders) that as long as their death is in the service of Allah and for the murder of "infidels" then it does not matter how they die. Note however that you do not see any of the "imam" out blowing themselves up.

  Although there have been many methods of execution used by muslims in enforcing their "sharia," or islamic law, the primary method of killing the "infidels" whom they had conquered, no matter whether the "infidel" was an orthodox Yahudiy, a follower of haMashiach, a pagan, or an ex-member of islam who had recanted his faith in islam, was by decapitation. Although they are not the only society who has used this method on occasion, they are the ONLY people who have consistently used this method as their primary means of executing those they considered to be their enemies and who still use it today.

  The history of islam is replete with the atrocities perpetrated by the muslims in the name of Allah. No tolerance. No mercy. No benevolence. No forgiveness. Just murder and rapine of the innocent. Those they did not murder they took as slaves for themselves or sold into slavery. This is also permitted by the Qur'an. Muhammad always made sure that all of his murderous binges were okayed by "revelation" from Allah too. Soon after anything was done that anybody questioned, he had a revelation from Allah that said it was okay. Sounds sort of like Joseph Smith of Mormon infamy, doesn't it? 

  This okay of the slaughter in the Qur'an of innocents in the conquest of non-muslim territory is more evident in the "Medina" period of the "suras" or chapters that he "revealed" of the Qur'an than it is from the earliest periods, which is known as the "Mecca" period. The difference is that after his military foothold was secure in Medina, he no longer had to speak softly and convince people with words that islam was right. All he had to do was kill anyone who refused to be converted and since he was the "Prophet" of Allah, no one could tell him no. Another example of absolute power corrupting absolutely. Muhammad was not the friendly and peaceful "prophet of God" that muslims would like for you to believe he was either. He was a ferocious, bloodthirsty, and immoral murderer of innocents and history attests to that fact.

  Something else of which most Westerners are also not aware is the continuing muslim traffic in human slaves, most of them from the African sub-continent. Some are from other areas, but most are Negro children who are sold into slavery by their parents. If those in America like that bigot Jesse Jackson and his racist buddy Al Sharpton who like to rant and rave about being slaves 400 hundred years ago are really so dead set against slavery, then they should be taking steps to publicize and correct this muslim slavery issue right now. But they won't even acknowledge that it is happening. This is happening TODAY, and although the race of the slave is immaterial to the muslim, it is mostly young African blacks who are being enslaved (see the French Newspaper Le Monde for stories on this subject).

· Revelation 20:4 - And I saw thrones and they sat upon them. And judgment was given to them. And the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Yahushua and for the word of Yahuwah and which had not worshipped the beast or his image. Neither had received his mark upon their foreheads or in their hands, and they lived and reigned with haMashiach for a thousand years. 

  As this world age draws to a close, we can expect islam to gain in strength, no matter how hard, how well, how long, or by whom the fight against their terrorist tactics is waged. Islam is a horrifying and virulent cancer on the body of civilized society and in the end it going to be nearly fatal for the human race. Just look at all of the muslim enclaves in the United States and other "democratic" countries that serve as platforms to support and launch attacks against the citizens of those nations. Even the charitable organizations to which people innocently contribute with the intent to ease the suffering of children in islamic countries have been turned to the murder of their non-muslim contributors. EVERY mosque in the world has the potential to be a front for terrorism and is most likely supporting terrorism in one way or another. Even the so-called "moderate" muslims are bound by the Qur'an to support the efforts of the "jihad" against the unbelievers (infidels or non-muslims).

  The single best indicator of how virulent and decadent islam really is can be seen by the fact that in all democratic countries where they have gained a foothold they are now clamoring for control of their own "culture" under the islamic law instead of the secular laws of those nations. Rather than being assimilated into the society which is offering them haven from a harsh and barely subsistent life in their native countries and becoming a productive part of that host country, they are trying to make their host countries change to be just like the countries they left, including becoming a state of islam. Recent history shows that the societies of every country that has gone from a democratic or parliamentary form of government to one of islamic law has returned to the middle ages in terms of food production, human rights, sanitation, housing, and every other thing that is considered normal in modern Western society. Now the muslims are trying to leave those backward and stagnant countries and migrate to the Western nations who still have a secular government. Yet when they get there, they immediately want to set up a regime just like the one they just left. How stupid is that? 

  The really bad thing is that those host nations are accommodating their demands. Now that is really stupid!

  But in order for scripture to be fulfilled, the United States will be overrun or at least lose her effectiveness as the leader of the "free world." I fully believe that islam is going to be the instrument of that loss. This loss of power for the United States is necessary for Yeruwshalaim to be attacked as scripture states it must be. The United States is basically the bulwark that currently stands between Yisra'el and total annihilation from islamic sources. That bulwark is now cracked and losing its effectiveness. Once we are out of the way, the kings of the earth, under the flags of islam, will attack and fulfill the battle that will be staged from Har-Meggidown. 

  So be aware that islam is not the kind, tolerant, and peaceful religion being touted by the liberal elitists who have no real idea about the state of this world or the one to come. Because of the extreme hatred of those like us who eat bacon and worship the Son of Yahuwah, who they claim is a prophet but NOT the Son of Yahuwah, expect for this spirit of antichrist religion to begin a purge of all those who refuse to accept that Muhammad was a prophet instead of a murdering butcher with no morals. That purge will be with the sword and the loss of our heads. 

Section 2. - The Attributes of Yahuwah vs the attributes of Allah
	YAHUWAH (as described in scripture)
One (Deuteronomy 6:4)
Creator
Beneficent
Merciful
All powerful
All knowing
Teach unbelievers
Love your enemies
Loves all His creation
Loved us first
Our Father
Has a Son, Yahushua
	ALLAH (as described in the Qur'an)
One (but plural pronouns used)
Creator
Beneficent
Merciful
All powerful
All knowing
Kill unbelievers
Kill your enemies
Loves only the righteous
Love him first
Has no children (except three daughters)
Denies the only begotten Son


Attributes of the son of perdition

· 2 Thessalonikeos 2:3-12 - Do not be deceived, because there will first be a falling away from the faith and the revelation of the man of sin, the son of destruction, who puts himself against all authority, lifting himself up over all which is named 'elohiym or is given worship so that he takes his seat in the Temple of Yahuwah putting himself forward as 'Elohiym. Do you not remember what I said when I was with you, giving you word of these things? And now it is clear to you what is keeping back his revelation till the time comes for him to be seen. For the secret of evil is even now at work but there is one who is keeping back the evil until he is taken out of the way and then will come the revelation of that evil one, whom the Master Yahushua will put to death with the breath of his mouth and give to destruction by the revelation of His coming, even the one whose coming is marked by the working of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders and with every deceit of wrongdoing among those whose fate is destruction because they were quite without that love of the true faith by which they might have salvation. And for this cause, Yahuwah will give them up to the power of deceit and they will put their faith in what is false so that they all may be judged, who had no faith in what is true, but took pleasure in evil. 

  The son of perdition is a counterfeit of Yahushua and will try to pass himself off as Yahuwah. For a time he will be successful but, as with all counterfeits, when the real thing shows up the impostor will be shown for what he is. 

  So will be the fate of Allah and the false religion of islam. 

Section 3. - The Literary Source of the Qur’an
  Islam based on the Talmud of Yisra’el
  If you are a muslim but consider yourself to be a person of integrity and intelligence who is willing to do open-minded and honest research into the origins and early history of your religion instead of some rabid idiot who believes every bad thing about non-muslims that he is told by the leaders of islam who teach that all so-called infidels must be murdered and their property taken, you need to find and read the "Jewish" Talmud. This is a document that began evolving at the time of the dispersion of the Yahudiym in Babel (Babylon). It is a collection of interpretations of scripture, myth, fables, and blatant untruths developed by the rabbis in a vain attempt to understand their Creator without the required faith. From the doctrines found in this Talmudic system sprang most of the islamic doctrines of today and for the same reason. Ignorance of the Creator. If you don’t believe me, do the study and then make up your mind. Don’t just take this as an attack against your religion and never follow it up with the proper research.

  Note in particular the similarities of the muslim stories concerning the patriarchs of Yisra’el to the ‘Ibriy scriptural stories and how the muslim stories are incomplete, perverted, and in some cases mixed together in the Qur’an. Things like the wrong people being credited with acts done by someone else or some other variation has appeared that is a clear demonstration to the discerning reader that the storyteller did not know the story very well and so invented pieces to fill in gaps and allowed other parts of the story to be told incorrectly or not at all. Many times the story is incomplete as though the storyteller had not heard all of the story he was telling and was unaware that his story was incomplete. Kind of like telling a joke but not knowing the punch line. It is obviously incomplete. Compare the Qur’an and Talmudic stories with the true Sacred Scripture and you will see how the scriptural account and the Talmudic accounts differ and that the Qur'an agrees with the Talmud more often that scripture.

  In some cases people who lived hundreds of years apart are mixed together in the same story. Because of some of the incomplete thoughts presented in the Qur’an in some of these stories, the only way to understand the story is to go to the Talmud and other early Yahudiyth (Jewish) documents for the details. Some of the scriptural stories that have been perverted are directly from the translations into Kasdiy (Aramaic) that are referred to as the Targum and the Greek text called the Septuagint (the seventy) and the completion of the story is found only in those documents.

  Did you know that the word for your "Holy Qur’an" is from the language of the people you are told in that book to hate so much? Qur’an is a derivation of the ‘Ibriy (Hebrew) word which means the same thing in both languages. Pure Arabic? I don’t think so! More like pure crap! Actually, there are a lot of words in the Qur’an that originate in ‘Ibriy. Some of those words are listed below with their ‘Ibriy origin shown.

· Qur’an = qara’ (to read) and qarawn (reading) 

· Masani (Sura 15:86) = Talmudic masheneh (repetitions) 

· Taurat = torah (law) 

· Shechinah or sakinah (Sura 2:249) = term used by rabbinical writers to describe the visible presence of Yahuwah between the keruwbs and the cover of the Ark of the Covenant. 

· Tabut (Sura 2:249 for the Ark of the Covenant and Sura 20:39 for Noach’s ark) = tebah - a clumsy boat or box. NOT used in true scripture to describe the Ark of the Covenant but the ark of Noach! 

· Malak = mal’ak (angel) 

· Ruh = ruwach (spirit) 

· Sabt (Sura 2:62, 7:164) = shabbath 

· Ummah = ‘ummah (a collection of persons, community, nation) 

  There are many other common words that I have not listed with several of them coming directly from the Talmudic ‘Ibriy and not from the true scripture (meaning the Qu’ran is a fake like all the rest of that Satan inspired religion).2 

If you want to see a real attack against someone’s religion that is nothing more than an attempt to incite rage against them but has no bearing in fact, read the stupidity of the Saudi Arabian cleric who recently said that "Jews" kill human teenagers for their blood to use it in their Purim feasts. Of course the teenagers they kill are all muslim. How stupid! If he was really knowledgeable about the Yahudiym (Jews) he would know that consumption of blood from ANY animal, including and especially man, is strictly forbidden by scripture. That is the main tenet of the "kosher" diet. This clown even goes on to describe in gory detail exactly how they slaughter and butcher the youngsters so as to capture all of their blood for this ghoulish feast. (Sounds like he has some personal experience in the performance of that butchery!) Then for extra measure, he makes the claim that they also use human blood in their Passover feast. How absurd and ridiculous can one man be? Of course, ALL of the humans they kill for this blood are muslims. That should get all the illiterate and ignorant radicals up in arms and ready to kill all of the "Jews" and that is the only reason he is saying this garbage.

  This man should be writing murder mysteries and horror stories instead of attempting to teach anyone anything. Are his words from Satan? You bet they are! They serve one purpose and one purpose only and that purpose is to incite those gullible followers of islam to hate the "Jew" even more than Muhammad told them to.

  The Yahudiym and Christians KNOW, or at least SHOULD know, who the father of lies really is, and he is the one who controls people who make statements like that. He is also (for the time being) in charge of this world. That is going end in the near future when Yahushua returns.

  If you are going to continue as a servant of Satan who is known to you by the name of Allah, do nothing. If you want to become a child of the REAL Creator of the universe Who gave His name Yahuwah as a memorial to the world, learn and obey His true word. Go back to Chapter Four and reread the parts on entering the Body of the One you currently deny, for that is the only way for you to attain to salvation.

Section 4. - An Antichrist Religion
  The main theme of islam is that "Allah is God and Mohammed is His Prophet." With this theme from the Qur’an the True Savior of the world, Yahushua, is relegated to the position of being an inspired teacher instead of the Son of Yahuwah. Now where have we heard that was going to happen?

a. The True Sacred Scripture says . . . 

· 1 Yahuchanan 2:18 - Little children, it is the last time and as you have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists, whereby we know that it is the last time. 

· 1 Yahuchanan 2:22-23 - Who is a liar but he that denies that Yahushua is haMashiach? He is antichrist that denies the Father and the Son. He who denies the Son does not have the Father. 

· 1 Yahuchanan 4:3 - And every spirit that does not confess that Yahushua haMashiach is come in the flesh is not of Yahuwah and this is that antichrist, whereof you have heard that it should come, and even now already is it in the world. 

· 2 Yahuchanan 1:7 - For many deceivers are entered into the world, who do not confess that Yahushua haMashiach is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

b. The Qur'an says . . .

Proof that Muhammad knew Who Yahushua is:

· 2.87: And most certainly We gave Musa [Mosheh] the Book and We sent apostles after him one after another; and We gave Isa [Yahushua], the son of Marium [Miryam or Mary], clear arguments and strengthened him with the holy spirit, What! whenever then an apostle came to you with that which your souls did not desire, you were insolent so you called some liars and some you slew. 

· 2.253: We have made some of these apostles to excel the others among them are they to whom Allah spoke, and some of them He exalted by (many degrees of) rank; and We gave clear miracles to Isa [Yahushua] son of Marium, and strengthened him with the holy spirit. And if Allah had pleased, those after them would not have fought one with another after clear arguments had come to them, but they disagreed; so there were some of them who believed and others who denied; and if Allah had pleased they would not have fought one with another, but Allah brings about what He intends. 

· 3.45-50: When the angels said: O Marium, surely Allah gives you good news with a Word from Him (of one) whose name is the Messiah, Isa [Yahushua] son of Marium, worthy of regard in this world and the hereafter and of those who are made near (to Allah). {46} And he shall speak to the people when in the cradle and when of old age, and (he shall be) one of the good ones. {47} She said: My Lord! when shall there be a son (born) to I me, and man has not touched me? He said: Even so, Allah creates what He pleases; when He has decreed a matter, He only says to it, Be, and it is. {48} And He will teach him the Book and the wisdom and the Tavrat and the Injeel. {49} And (make him) an apostle to the children of Israel: That I have come to you with a sign from your Lord, that I determine for you out of dust like the form of a bird, then I breathe into it and it becomes a bird with Allah's permission and I heal the blind and the leprous, and bring the dead to life with Allah's permission and I inform you of what you should eat and what you should store in your houses; most surely there is a sign in this for you, if you are believers. {50} And a verifier of that which is before me of the Taurat and that I may allow you part of that which has been forbidden to you, and I have come to you with a sign from your Lord therefore be careful of (your duty to) Allah and obey me. 

Muhammad denies Yahushua's passion:

· 4.157-158: And their saying: Surely we have killed the Messiah, Isa [Yahushua] son of Marium, the apostle of Allah; and they did not kill him nor did they crucify him, but it appeared to them so (like Isa [Yahushua]) and most surely those who differ therein are only in a doubt about it; they have no knowledge respecting it, but only follow a conjecture, and they killed him not for sure. {158} Nay! Allah took him up to Himself; and Allah is Mighty, Wise. {159} And there is not one of the followers of the Book but most certainly believes in this before his death, and on the day of resurrection he (Isa [Yahushua]) shall be a witness against them. 

Muhammad denies Yahushua's Sonship:

· 2.116: And they say: Allah has taken to himself a son. Glory be to Him; rather, whatever is in the heavens and the earth is His; all are obedient to Him. 

· 4.171-172: O followers of the Book! do not exceed the limits in your religion, and do not speak (lies) against Allah, but (speak) the truth; the Messiah, Isa [Yahushua] son of Marium is only an apostle of Allah and His Word which He communicated to Marium and a spirit from Him; believe therefore in Allah and His apostles, and say not, Three. Desist, it is better for you; Allah is only one God; far be It from His glory that He should have a son, whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth is His, and Allah is sufficient for a Protector. {172} The Messiah does by no means disdain that he should be a servant of Allah, nor do the angels who are near to Him, and whoever disdains His service and is proud, He will gather them all together to Himself. 

· 5.17-18: Certainly they disbelieve who say: Surely, Allah -- He is the Messiah, son of Marium. Say: Who then could control anything as against Allah when He wished to destroy the Messiah son of Marium and his mother and all those on the earth? And Allah's is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and what is between them; He creates what He pleases; and Allah has power over all things, {18} And the Jews and the Christians say: We are the sons of Allah and His beloved ones. Say: Why does He then chastise you for your faults? Nay, you are mortals from among those whom He has created, He forgives whom He pleases and chastises whom He pleases; and Allah's is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and what is between them, and to Him is the eventual coming. 

· 5.72: Certainly they disbelieve who say: Surely Allah, He is the Messiah, son of Marium; and the Messiah said: O Children of Israel! serve Allah, my Lord and your Lord. Surely whoever associates (others) with Allah, then Allah has forbidden to him the garden, and his abode is the fire; and there shall be no helpers for the unjust. 

· 5.75: The Messiah, son of Marium is but an apostle; apostles before him have indeed passed away; and his mother was a truthful woman; they both used to eat food. See how We make the communications clear to them, then behold, how they are turned away. 

· 6.101: Wonderful Originator of the heavens and the earth! How could He have a son when He has no consort, and He (Himself) created everything, and He is the Knower of all things. 

· 9.30-31: And the Jews say: Uzair is the son of Allah; and the Christians say: The Messiah is the son of Allah; these are the words of their mouths; they imitate the saying of those who disbelieved before; may Allah destroy them; how they are turned away! {31} They have taken their doctors of law and their monks for lords besides Allah, and (also) the Messiah son of Marium and they were enjoined that they should serve one God only, there is no god but He; far from His glory be what they set up (with Him). 

· 10.68-69: They say: Allah has taken a son (to Himself)! Glory be to Him: He is the Self-sufficient: His is what is in the heavens and what is in the earth; you have no authority for this; do you say against Allah what you do not know? {69} Say: Those who forge a lie against Allah shall not be successful.

· 17.111: And say: (All) praise is due to Allah, Who has not taken a son and Who has not a partner in the kingdom, and Who has not a helper to save Him from disgrace; and proclaim His greatness magnifying (Him). 

· 18.4-5: And warn those who say: Allah has taken a son. {5} They have no knowledge of it, nor had their fathers; a grievous word it is that comes out of their mouths; they speak nothing but a lie. 

· 19.34-35: Such is Isa [Yahushua], son of Marium; (this is) the saying of truth about which they dispute. {35} It beseems not Allah that He should take to Himself a son, glory to be Him; when He has decreed a matter He only says to it Be, and it is. 

· 19.88-92: And they say: The Beneficent God has taken (to Himself) a son. {89} Certainly you have made an abominable assertion {90} The heavens may almost be rent thereat, and the earth cleave asunder, and the mountains fall down in pieces, {91} That they ascribe a son to the Beneficent God. {92} And it is not worthy of the Beneficent God that He should take (to Himself) a son.

· 21.26: And they say: The Beneficent God has taken to Himself a son. Glory be to Him. Nay! they are honored servants

· 23.91: Never did Allah take to Himself a son, and never was there with him any (other) god -- in that case would each god have certainly taken away what he created, and some of them would certainly have overpowered others; glory be to Allah above what they describe! 

· 25.2: He, Whose is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and Who did not take to Himself a son, and Who has no associate in the kingdom, and Who created everything, then ordained for it a measure. 

· 39.4: If Allah desire to take a son to Himself, He will surely choose those He pleases from what He has created. Glory be to Him: He is Allah, the One, the Subduer (of all).

· 72.3: And that He -- exalted be the majesty of our Lord -- has not taken a consort, nor a son: 

Muhammad places himself above Yahushua:

· 33.6: The Prophet has a greater claim on the faithful than they have on themselves, and his wives are (as) their mothers; and the possessors of relationship have the better claim in the ordinance of Allah to inheritance, one with respect to another, than (other) believers, and (than) those who have fled (their homes), except that you do some good to your friends; this is written in the Book. {7} And when We made a covenant with the prophets and with you, and with Nuh [Noach] and Ibrahim ['Abraham] and Musa [Mosheh] and Isa [Yahushua], son of Marium [Miryam], and We made with them a strong covenant 

· 43.81: Say: If the Beneficent God has a son, I am the foremost of those who serve. 

· 61.6: And when Isa [Yahushua] son of Marium said: O children of Israel! surely I am the apostle of Allah to you, verifying that which is before me of the Taurat and giving the good news of an Apostle who will come after me, his name being Ahmad, but when he came to them with clear arguments they said: This is clear magic. 



c. Something to think about:
  Islamic adherents are fiercely vocal about islam being a monotheistic (one god) religion. If that is really the case, then why are there so many verses in the Qur'an that supposedly are the words of Allah speaking where the pronouns "we" and "us" are used by the speaker? Some are evident in this little piece and if you actually read the Qur'an you will see many more. Also why in the Qu’ran did Muhammad specify the daughters of Allah (the moon "god" of Arabia) as being worthy of worship?3 

  Muslims are also fiercely vocal about how islam is a tolerant and peaceful religion. If that was true, why has islam always been spread by mass murder and terrorism? Why did Muhammad use the sword as his instrument of conversion? And why is there so much muslim blood being shed by other muslims in the world today? Why do their mullahs preach that islam will triumph over the non-believers (infidels) through jihad (holy war) and finally gain control of the entire world?

  There are many proofs from the time of Muhammad to present that reveal his evil character. Many of these are books of proofs and insights unwittingly provided by muslims who are attempting to defend this faith. The books show him as an adulterer, pedophile, treaty breaker, and cold-blooded murderer. It is highly recommended that the reader make use of that information, and much of it available from local libraries, if they have the desire to know the true character of Muhammad and his false religion. 

d. Conclusion
  Muhammad is among the foremost of the liars spoken of by Yahuchanan. He is a deceiver and an antichrist just as is his father Satan. All precepts of the religion that he founded (islam) are the opposite of what our Redeemer, Yahushua, preached and practiced. 

Section 5. - Terrorism
  Adherents to islam, whether it is the Arabic version or the Nation of islam in America (Black muslims), are constantly making statements that islam is a "peaceful and tolerant" religion. They use as proofs the "tolerance" shown to Yahudiym and Christians in countries that they took by force from the rightful inhabitants. A casual glance at the history of those countries under muslim rule currently and in history however show a completely different set of circumstances than the muslims want you to believe actually prevailed. The history will show many types of the oppression of any that are not muslim. They relegate non-muslims to the status of dhimmi, which means that they pay a "poll tax" to the muslims in order to live in their own country. They also have no voice under law for any grievances against a muslim. They must surrender their own beds to any muslim traveler who demands it. They must not ride a horse in the presence of a muslim who is walking. Etc, etc., etc. This second class status list could go on for some time, but you can see that the so-called "tolerant" treatment of the subjugated peoples really amounts to terrorism.

  I used to believe that most "non-radical" muslims were much like most other people in this world. I thought that they really want is to be left alone to live their lives with as much happiness, love, and peace as they could find. Unhappily it has been proven through recent and ongoing events in the world that this belief was entirely false. It is also evidenced by the street celebrations by the so-called moderate muslims in muslim countries when news of deadly terrorist acts against civilians are successful and by the number of countries who shelter islamic terrorism organizations with the consent of their citizens. Those who are celebrating and sheltering are no better than the terrorists themselves and should expect no sympathy from the rest of the world. 

  It is also evidenced by the amount of money funneled to terrorist islamic organizations through islamic charities around the world, with many of those charities being located in America and supported by "American" citizens of Arabic and African ethnic origins who ascribe to the muslim beliefs.

  These supposed non-radical adherents to islam make the claim that islam is a forgiving and peaceful religion but ancient history and modern activities also refute that claim. Islam has never been spread by proselytizing and changing people's mind and hearts through evidence as true Christianity has done, but through threats of terrorism and acts of violence that constitute terrorism. Convert or die is the way they do it. (Just like Roman Catholics, which is NOT true Christianity, have done with their religion.) Looking at the history of the conversion of all countries that are currently considered to be islamic this fact will be readily seen.

  By watching the news of today, you will see muslims forcibly circumcising females in the South Sea Islands and in Indonesia regardless of those women’s personal desires. These women are forced to refute any religion they may have and swear to uphold islam. Their men either swear allegiance to Muhammad or die. 

  In the countries where the muslim clerics are already in charge of government the women are relegated to a shadowy existence of zero value, except as bearers of sons for the man, and the men must obey exactly whatever is laid on them by these clerics or die. This is true even in those supposedly "enlightened" muslim countries like Saudi Arabia.

  The Philippine Islands are being converted slowly but surely by muslim terrorists who hold local citizens or their children hostage until the local government leaders cave in. And they are being successful as evidenced by the growing size of the areas where legitimate government officials cannot go in those islands.

  Indonesia and India have recently succumbed, one after another. What country is next? We, meaning the United States government using American taxpayer dollars, have upheld and defended muslim people who were in the process of destroying the last vestiges of non-islam religion in places like Bosnia, Serbia, and Makedonia.

  If black muslim men like Louis Farrakan have their way, the next country to fall will be America. Farrakan publicly demonstrates the real goals of the black muslim brand of islam. He wants the law of America to be the law of the Qur'an as he interprets it and total domination of the American people and this nation by him and his followers, regardless of constitutional law or the preferences of the people. 

  That is the real and active state of islam and so it has been throughout its history. Islam is like a cancer spreading throughout the world. It is an evil and growing cancer on the body of humanity. Their god, Allah, is in reality Satan, even though they don't recognize that fact, and Muhammad is his servant. The cleansing and healing of that cancer will not come until Yahushua is standing on this earth again.

Don't be fooled by Satan's trickery.

· 1 Keph 5:8Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom he may devour. 

  Any person who claims to be Christian but wants to be tolerant of islam is walking in the same darkness as the muslim and will share their fate in the lake of fire.

The True Scripture says:

· 2 Korinthios 6:14 - You do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers, for what fellowship does righteousness have with unrighteousness? And what communion does light have with darkness? 

The Qur'an says:

· 2.190: And fight in the way of Allah with those who fight with you, and do not exceed the limits, surely Allah does not love those who exceed the limits. 

· 2.191: And kill them wherever you find them, and drive them out from whence they drove you out, and persecution is severer than slaughter, and do not fight with them at the Sacred Mosque until they fight with you in it, but if they do fight you, then slay them; such is the recompense of the unbelievers. 

· 2.192: But if they desist, then surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. 

· 2.193: And fight with them until there is no persecution, and religion should be only for Allah, but if they desist, then there should be no hostility except against the oppressors. 

  Read the above closely and you will see that only "the way of Allah," or islam, is to be allowed to survive by the muslim people. If anyone has other religious beliefs, they are unbelievers (infidels) and must be killed unless they convert. Keep in mind that anyone who does not live in an islamic state is in their "Zone of War" and susceptible to unprovoked and no warning attack at any moment.

  As the 'Borg say, "Resistance is futile. You will be assimilated." The only aim of islam is a world totally dominated by islamaniacs.

 

CHAPTER XI

GENERAL SUBJECTS

Section 1. - Satan's World
  Have you ever been told that Satan is the "god" of the underworld? Sort of like Rhome's pagan "god" of the underworld, Pluto, and that like Pluto he reigns in She'owl, Hades, Hell, or whatever other name you desire to call the abode of the dead? Those that were told this and believe it probably also think he wears a red suit, has a tail and horns, and carries a pitchfork. Every time he comes around they expect to smell sulphur and they are very sure they would know who he was if they happened to run across him. 

  Many people learned something like this at a very early age and have believed it ever since. The reason they believe it is because they have never had a reason or desire to find out if it is true.

  The truth is that Satan is the mighty one of THIS world, meaning above the surface, and the entire extant society (2 Korinthios 4:1-4). He is referred to as the prince of the powers of the air (Ephesios 2:2), as a roaring lion walking about seeking whom he may devour (1 Keph 5:8), etc. He does NOT live in Hell, as that is the place of the dead, and he is definitely alive and well on this earth, and there is much scripture that shows that to be a fact.

  Satan has been confined to the earth since he was kicked out of the celestial kingdom after the blood of our Savior was shed (Revelation 12). Until that time, he had full access to the throne of splendor and used that access to accuse the brothers of anything he thought he could make stick and a lot he knew wouldn't. After Miyka'el (Michael) defeated him in battle, he lost that access, was relegated to the earth, and his next stop is the abyss (Revelation 20), where he will be confined for a thousand years. After that, he will be released to work his evil again for a short while, only to be defeated again, and be rewarded for his nefarious efforts in the lake of fire and brimstone with all of his cohorts and followers for eternity. 

  Satan was created (as all other entities were) by the only true and living Mighty One of the universe, whose name is Yahuwah (yah-hoo-wah'). Satan was created as a beautiful keruwb (Yechezqe'l {Ezekiel} 28:1-19) with all kinds of abilities and powers. But he was disobedient to the will of Yahuwah. Because he did not give the splendor to Yahuwah, but tried to exalt himself, he lost all that was given to him. Now he is he leader of all others who would do the same thing and tries mightily and with much success to add to that number from the humans of this earth daily. Those who follow him, even unintentionally, will be with him in the lake of fire and brimstone. He will not be lonely.

  Look around you at the state of this world. How can we tell that Satan is in charge? The proof is all of the terrorism, war, crime, greed, and corruption that we see, you say? Not so!

  Terrorism, war, crime, greed, and corruption are all definitely parts of the nature of those who are centered on themselves and following Satan instead of being centered on the kingdom of Yahuwah, but that is not the primary indicator or proof of the control that Satan has over the people of this world. 

  Satan, as stated above, was the first entity to be identified in scripture as being disobedient and in his visit to the garden he convinced Chawwah (Eve) to be disobedient also. What was her disobedience? She "ate of the tree" that Yahuwah had expressly declared to be off limits. Adam of course was in the sin also, because he listened to his wife instead of Yahuwah. So they were both guilty of the sin of disobedience. 

  As you read through the scripture and consider the "sins" that the people committed, do you know exactly what it was that they were doing that was sinful? When you think about it, it should become obvious. It is the ONLY thing that is sin! No, it's not murder, idolatry, covetousness, etc., it is DISOBEDIENCE to the will of Yahuwah. Every sin of which you can possibly think, including those just mentioned above, comes under the heading of disobedience. Obedience to His will is what Yahuwah has stated as His requirement for fellowship with Him, and that obedience has to be on His terms. We can do all kinds of things that WE think are right, but if He didn't set it as part of His will, we are in disobedience. 

  There are sins of omission and there are sins of commission. 

  If He has told us to do something and we DON'T do it, that is the sin of omission. If He told us not to do something and we do it anyway, that is a sin of commission. These should be pretty obvious, and scripture is rife with examples. He has made it pretty plain what He does and doesn't want us doing in His name.

  If He hasn't told us to do something and we take it upon ourselves to do it anyway, it is another sin of commission. While this one may not be as obvious, and some people will say that if He didn't specifically exclude something then it's okay, the evidence is that we must do things His way if they are to be accepted. An example is Mosheh (Moses) striking the rock to bring forth water. Yahuwah did not tell him to do that and it came under the heading of disobedience. For this sin Mosheh was not allowed entry into the Promised Land. (Numbers 20:7-12)

  Many of those things that we do today seem to be in worship to Him, as there are elements of prayer, worship, etc., in them, but they are NOT things that He has directed us to do. These things are not to be found in scripture but only in the traditions of man. Also there are pagan "gods" that have received these same kinds of elements in pagan worship rituals. He has warned us about doing these kinds of heathen things and saying it is for Him, but are we listening? As a matter of fact, no, we are not! 

  Additionally, much of what is truth has been counterfeited by Satan for the express purpose of fooling those who would worship Yahuwah in spirit and in truth. When they observe these counterfeit things, they are worshipping pagan "gods" and NOT the Living ‘Elohiym and Creator of the universe. He has some words about that too. He says don't do it. He will not forgive it or overlook it as you must know how to discern between what He has commanded and what Satan is foisting off on us as His commandments.

  Yahushua says very clearly that the doctrines that originate with man are NOT the doctrines or commandments of the Father (MattithYahuw {MattithYahuw} 15:3-9). He quotes Yasha'Yahuw {Isaiah} 29:13-14 in a way that leaves no doubt that Yahuwah is not happy about the turn of events. So if we follow the precepts of man that are not provable in scripture, are we guilty of this sin? Yes! We are then disobedient children and He will cast us behind His back. Our names will not be found in the book of life and we will go with Satan to his final place (Revelation 20:15).

  If we are doing something in His name that is not to be found in scripture, from where did the authority for that action come from? Not from Yahuwah, but from the counterfeits that Satan has put out for us to trip over. Everything that we do and believe must be in accordance with the word of Yahuwah, or we will be found in disobedience to the will of Yahuwah. If we are disobedient to the will of Yahuwah, we are being obedient to the will of Satan, and are therefore his servants (Rhomaios 6:16).

  How does Satan exert control over his world? He does NOT do it in a fashion that will let you see it for what it is. He will try to make you think that what you are looking at is right and good. In this way, good becomes bad, bad becomes good, right become wrong, and wrong becomes right. If you don't feel good about it, or it isn't something you like, are you likely to do it? Would you be his servant if you were aware that was what you were doing?

  Looking around you at this world, can you see where the inversion of good and bad has taken place? Homosexuality was once considered by good and decent people to be the deviant behavior from the normal that it really is. Modern man now accepts it as an "alternate lifestyle" and television and other media are taking this message to the youth of this world. They will grow up thinking it's okay. There is much evidence that adherents to islam consider it to be a normal practice in the mosque even though their own book of Satan is said to frown on it. Yahuwah still says it is an abomination to Him and those who practice it will not enter His kingdom.

  Did you know that Easter is a variant of the name of the pagan "goddess" of Spring, Astarte? (More variations of that name are Ashtaroth and Ashteroth.) All of these names are the same pagan "goddess" and in scripture she is called "the queen of heaven." (See YirmeYahuw {Jeremiah} 7:18, 44:17-25) Yet that name has been applied to the day on which many believe Yahushua rose and is also a title for Mary of the Roman Catholic Church. Is this man's tradition? You bet it is! Does Yahuwah look with favor on those who follow these beliefs? No way! These people are not worshipping Him in spirit and in truth and will go into the lake with their master, Satan. Yahushua tells us in scripture to remember His death until He comes, but gives us no command to celebrate His resurrection on a specific day once a year. There are those pagan "gods" who are counterfeits of Him whose "resurrections" are to be remembered annually and in the fashion that Easter is celebrated today. One of these is Mithras. Satan has very successfully used this pagan rite to divert people's attention from Passover and its meaning. The Roman Catholic Church even changed the method of the calendar calculation of the day of observance to get it away from, in their words, the "hateful Jewish festival" of Passover.

  How did a bunny rabbit that distributes colored eggs get to be a part of a celebration of the resurrection of our Savior? Pagan beliefs and celebrations of the renewal of the year as Spring comes because they are symbols of fertility and rebirth.

  Who can become a "saint?" Did you realize that anyone who is set apart, or sanctified, is a saint? That means that ALL those who obey the word of Yahuwah are set apart from this world and are saints in the kingdom. The Roman Catholic Church uses a whole different set of criteria for designating their saints and it is not according to scripture. More traditions of man? Yes! Instituted by Satan? Yes!

Section 2. - Suicide
  I was once asked about suicide by a correspondent who unhappily had an occurrence in her family. Below is the gist of my response to that dear soul. 

  So far as I can find (and I have searched diligently) there is nothing in the scripture that directly addresses Yahuwah's attitude toward the specific subject of suicide or the consequences of such an action. I have been told the same thing you have by people who should have known better (which I am sure is your case also) but apparently didn't. But this is one of the subjects on which I have done a lot of searching in the scripture and I have some answers that may satisfy your question. 

  Concerning death as addressed in the scripture, there are several occurrences of otherwise healthy people who made statements concerning a desire to die, such as found in Yonah [Jonah] 4:3, 8, but it was always desired that death come by someone else's hand means. Yahuwah had something to say to Yonah about his desire and the reason for it and what He had to say did not reflect kindly on Yonah. As a matter of fact, it kind of made him look like a pouting child who had not gotten his way, so he wanted to take his ball and go home. (Read the fourth chapter of Yonah.) 

  The only occasions that I can find that deal with any thing that can be considered to be cases of suicide are the deaths of King Sha'uwl [Saul] and his armorbearer, the death of Shimshown [Samson], who pulled the temple down on top of himself and many Pelishtiy (Philistines), Zimriy, the king of Yisra’el who burned his house down around himself, and of course the most famous suicide of all, Yahudah, the man of the city (Judas Iscariot), who betrayed our Master and who hanged himself after the arrest of Yahushua. There may be more cases that I have overlooked. 

  The death of King Sha'uwl was accomplished by his own hand in that he deliberately fell on his own sword (which could technically be considered suicide even though he was apparently mortally wounded and would have died anyway, but was afraid that the Pelishtiy would find him still alive and abuse him before he died). But, he fell on his sword only after his armorbearer refused to kill him (See 2 Shemu'el [Samuel] 31 - Sha'uwl's death is the fulfillment of the word of Yahuwah). Sha'uwl's armor bearer also fell on his sword (and since there is no mention of him being wounded that can probably be considered as suicide), but there is no mention of how these acts were looked upon by Yahuwah. 

  Physical death in general does not appear to concern Yahuwah. (Maybe He knows something about physical death that we don't understand? Or that we refuse to see?) He uses death throughout the scripture as a means of getting the attention of the people who are supposed to be His children. Sometimes it is the death of an individual (as punishment or as an example to others) and sometimes the death of tens of thousands for their sins. 

  Most people in the scripture who were aware of their impending deaths were fearful. Some attempted to put it off as long as possible. (See 1 Shemu'el [Samuel] 28:19-20 and Yasha’Yahuw [Isaiah] 38:1-3, for examples) 

  The individual deaths of many of the Yahudiym [Jews] was of no seeming consequence, as long as the nation of Yisra'el was kept intact for the purposes of Yahuwah and He ensured that certain individuals remained alive as His ministers. No matter how many individuals died or were killed, He always maintained a certain number in reserve. So far as the foreign nations [goy, Gentile, or heathen] were concerned, Yahuwah most of the time instructed the Yahudiy to completely annihilate them when they met in battle, sometimes even down to their flocks of domestic animals. The failure to do this is as instructed by Yahuwah is what caused Sha'uwl to be removed from his kingship and is one of the things that is still causing the people of Yisra'el trouble today. 

  This makes perfect sense when you think about it. The only people who had a seeming immunity to physical death were certain people who were doing the will of Yahuwah, and that immunity lasted only until the appointed tasks were complete (such as Mosheh). At the time of the writing of the 'Ibriy Scripture, the only people who knew Yahuwah were the people of Yisra'el, so they could be the only ones who could be intentionally doing His will. 

  Every death that is reported in the scripture that I have been able to find (with the exception of those mentioned above) is caused by an agency other than the hand of the person who died. People were killed in war, by objects falling on them, by the ground opening up and swallowing them, by murder, by wild animals, they died from old age, etc. Just about every way a person can die is shown in the scripture.

· Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 - Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth while the evil days come not, nor the years draw near when you shall say, I have no pleasure in them, while the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, are not darkened nor the clouds return after the rain. In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble and the strong men shall bow themselves and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows are darkened and the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird and all the daughters of music shall be brought low. Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree may not blossom, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail because man goes to his long home and the mourners go about the streets. Or ever the silver cord is loosed, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was and the spirit shall return to' Elohiym who gave it. 

  In the preceding passage, which specifically deals with man's death, it can be seen that the spirit of man is given by 'Elohiym. Therefore I believe that the life of the individual is a gift from Yahuwah to be used to further His plan and in accordance with His will (obedience). To end that life by your own hand is therefore to reject the gift of Yahuwah. 

  The deliberate and unlawful taking of a human life is murder, so the taking of your own life is murder, even though it is yourself that you are murdering. Based on Ecclesiastes 12:7, your life is not your own, but Yahuwah's. That means that to take that life, which does not belong to you, is unlawful under the laws of man AND ‘Elohiym. We can also see that murder is not acceptable in Yahuwah 's law. 

· Exodus 20:13 - You shall not commit murder. 

Yahuwah has made statements concerning the deaths of individuals, as is shown in passages such as Psalms 116:15 and Yechezqe'l [Ezekiel] 33:11 (Below). 

· Psalms 116:15 - Precious in the sight of the Yahuwah is the death of his saints. 

· Yechezqe'l (Ezekiel) 33:11 - Say unto them, As I live, said the Sovereign Yahuwah, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. You turn, you turn from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Yisra'el [Israel]? 

  Note that although He welcomes the death of those who are in obedience (called His saints), if you disobey Exodus 20:13 you are not in obedience to Him and therefore He does not look at your death as precious. You become one who is disobedient and lawless, which can be equated with wickedness and evil, so He does not desire that you die before you turn from those ways. But by then, if you suicide, it is too late. The deed that made you wicked is done and cannot be reversed. The death that now awaits is the death that He will provide. 

  You asked if those who commit self-murder go to "hell?" To answer that, we must first define "hell." Hell in the 'Ibriy scripture is she'owl, or the abode of the dead (Greek Haides, English Hades). It is NOT the grave. Prior to the sacrifice of haMashiach (Anointed, Messiah, Christ), which brought in the New Law, all people who died went to some level of she'owl. There is much that we don't know about this place but it seems that there are many levels, and the level where someone goes is determined by their actions in life. The poor beggar 'El'azar (Lazarus) went to the level known as the bosom of 'Abraham, while the rich man went much lower where he was tormented in flames. (Apparently the lower you go the hotter it gets. In the lowest level is where certain messengers are chained awaiting the day of judgment) This story was told by Yahushua, so it demonstrates the concept told about in Chapter 9 about "Hell." Now how about that hellfire that Yahushua spoke of? Well, He never said hellfire, but that is the way it was translated and therefore has been accepted for centuries. Read that chapter for more detail. You also asked if people still go to "hell" (she'owl) today? The answer is yes. 

Which people? 
  Those who are not in obedience to Yahuwah at their death. This can be seen throughout the Greek scripture. Dealing specifically with murder, Paulos states in Galates 5:19-21 that murder is one of the works of the flesh and that those who do these things shall not inherit the kingdom of Yahuwah. If you are not eligible to inherit the kingdom when you die, you have to go somewhere else, and the only other place I know of is she'owl. He says in 1 Timotheos 1:9-10 that the law (Exodus 20:13) is made for those who need it, including murderers and others who resist sound doctrine. The apostle Keph states that none of us should suffer as a murderer and then the apostle Yahuchanan (John) defines murder even more narrowly as hatred of your brother. 

  So now you know as much about it as I do, and maybe you already knew this much anyway. I pray that I have been of some help in answering your question. Let me know. 

Section 3. - Drug Use and Abuse
  Due to the constantly changing English language and the very different moral codes of today compared to those of the 17th century, many words in the 1611 King James Version of the scripture, which greatly influences other versions, no longer mean what they did when that version first appeared. Because of this, many of the English words used in that version of the scripture don't convey the meaning today that the writer intended when he wrote them.

  This will lead to not understanding exactly what the writer had in mind when he outlined certain circumstances and actions that would not be allowed in the kingdom of Yahuwah. At the end of this section are listed the verses of scripture that deal with this subject. Read the verses, plus several ahead and behind it, in order to get the full sense of what is being said and to make sure that the meaning stated is in context. Pay particular attention to the other acts that are described in the same light as drug abuse to understand the seriousness of the giving in to this lust of the flesh.

  Our modern word pharmacy and its derivatives deal with the preparation and dispensation of chemical compounds intended for introduction into the body as medicine. All legitimate pharmaceutical endeavors provide these chemical medicines for the sick and ailing. But there are those whose efforts are geared toward providing controlled substances and other chemical compounds whose only reason for use is to provide a temporary "high" to the user. Any person who prepares drugs for any reason is by definition a pharmacist, whether he is legally licensed or not.

  Note that the English word "pharmacy" and its derivatives come from the Greek words listed below. In scripture these Greek words are translated as "sorceries" or "magic arts." By reading the passages where the words are found and understanding their relationship to drugs and their abuse, you can see that drug abuse is the likely meaning in the passage. Probably the drugs were magic potions administered by a shaman or "priest" to induce belief by the taker of the power of the shaman or "priest', and not intended for recreation as it is today, but it is still drug abuse. In the Americas many of the native shamans still do exactly that with substances made from the peyote cactus, other local plants, and mushrooms.

  While drugs and drug abuse in the sense that we know them today were not as rampant in the times of the writing of the Greek scripture, the meaning and intent of the words still convey a sense of drugs used for something other than as medication for an ailment. Misuse of drugs has been around as long as man has been around, even though it was often disguised as something else or called by a different name.

  For instance, there were the opium dens (similar to the crack houses of today) of the Far East that had addicts who literally lived in them, but it wasn't referred to as drug addiction. After the wars on the soil of North America a standard remedy for the pain of bullet and sword wounds was a solution called laudanum. This was a tincture of opium and was very addictive. When someone became addicted, they were said to have the "Soldier's Disease." Tobacco has had people hooked from forever. When the Native Americans introduced tobacco to the Europeans they started the spread of addiction to this noxious weed all over the world. The soft drink Coca-Cola when first introduced was not so soft as it contained cocaine as the main ingredient (This is where the name came from). Many people became addicted to the "soft" drink before the formula was changed. So drug addiction is not something new, just an old sin that has become epidemic.

  All of these instances above are in fact drug abuse under any definition that you care to use. The only legitimate reason for the introduction of chemicals into the human body is for medicinal purposes. All else constitutes misuse and abuse of that chemical substance. Note that every chemical that is being abused can and will produce therapeutic effects when used correctly and in the right dosage. Our Creator has provided all of these things for our comfort and well being. When these chemicals are used for the wrong purpose, it becomes sin.

Definitions

  G5331. pharmakeia (far-mak-i'-ah) - from G5332; medication ("pharmacy"), i.e. (by extens.) magic (lit. or fig.):--sorcery, witchcraft. 

  G5332. pharmakeus (far-mak-yoos') - from pharmakon (a drug, i.e. spell-giving potion); a druggist ("pharmacist") or poisoner, i.e. (by extens.) a magician:--sorcerer. 

  G5333. pharmakos (far-mak-os') - the same as G5332:--sorcerer. 

	Verse List
Galates 5:20
Revelation 9:21
Revelation 18:23
Revelation 21:8
Revelation 22:15 
	Word
pharmakeia
pharmakeia
pharmakeia
pharmakeus
pharmakos 


Section 4. - Homosexuality and the Child of Yahuwah
  Many articles have appeared and continue to appear in the nation's newspapers, magazines, and other periodicals, and there is also much air time committed to the supposed sad plight of the homosexuals in America, and actually, in the entire world.

  The basic tenet of all this media exposure appears to be solidly on the "side" of the homosexual, and seems to be treating them as though they are a legitimate gender and a much aligned and abused "minority" that needs protection from all of the heterosexuals who would try to deny them their basic human, spiritual, and constitutional rights.

  Also, many "mainline" religions, both those that consider themselves Christian (such as the Episcopalian) and those that deny that Yahushua of Nazareth is haMashiach, have decided that Yahuwah, the 'Elohiym of the Sacred Scripture, really condones and protects those of the homosexual persuasion, both male and female, and therefore they are accepted and "ordained" into the various ministries and "priesthoods".

  Homosexuals have also formed and are forming their own religious groups and congregations and tell people that "God" told them it is okay to be "gay." 

  What is the truth of all this hype? Is there anything in the Sacred Scripture to support these contentions and positions? 

  These two questions can be answered very simply and in a straightforward manner with two words. None, and No!

  One of the contentions that homosexuals and their supporters consistently make is that since Yahuwah is a loving 'Elohiym that He doesn't want any of His creation to suffer or be mistreated. So therefore He wants them to be happy in any way they can find to be happy. In part of this they are absolutely correct. Yahuwah is an all powerful, loving Creator, who made man in His own image, for His reasons and His purposes, and Who desires that none of His creation perish. He describes and details these reasons, purposes, and the way to avoid perishing in the book we call the scriptures. This book has got to be the basis for all of our policy, doctrine, belief, and practices, or we are guilty of putting our thoughts and desires in the place of Yahuwah's and that will guarantee that we will perish. It says so in that book. We must take Yahuwah's Word for what He says, and not what we want Him to say, or we are in disobedience to His will.

  What these people are overlooking is that, as usual, Yahuwah does not beat around the bush about those that will perish, why they will perish, and their actions in relationship to His kingdom. One place where some of these are described is in the last book of His written word.

· Revelation 21:27 - And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defiles, neither whatever works abomination, or makes a lie, but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

  Yahuwah is love, and we are one, in love, with Him. We are HIS creation, and we will reap the rewards of our actions while on this earth, both good and bad, regardless of what we think about it. Everything that we will be is predicated on what we are now and what we are doing now. If we are disobedient, we will not have a chance. Yahuwah DOES punish. That is the reward for disobedience. It is said best in Rhomaios.

Rhomaios 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of Yahuwah is eternal life through Yahushua haMashiach our Master. 

  Wages in this verse literally means the stipend received for work done, sin is from the Greek word "hamartia" and literally means offense and further means that someone broke someone's law. (In this case it is Yahuwah 's law that is being broken.) Death is from the Greek word "thanatos" and it literally means you're going to for breaking that law.

  As a matter of fact, this entire verse is translated literally, and every word in the English comes from the Greek word that means exactly the same thing for a change. Basically, you choose what you're going to do, do it, and then you collect the appropriate reward for your actions. Pretty simple, isn't it? It is your choice, plain and simple, and you have two of them. Choose life in obedience to Yahuwah, or through disobedience, choose death.

  Yahuwah also rewards liberally, with mercy and compassion. Both of these positions are clearly shown in the following verses from the book of the Revelation of Yahushua haMashiach.

· Revelation 21:3-8 - And I heard a great voice out of the sky saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of Yahuwah is with men and he will dwell with them and they shall be his people and Yahuwah himself shall be with them and be their 'Elohiym. {4} And Yahuwah shall wipe away all tears from their eyes and there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. Neither shall there be any more pain for the former things are passed away." {5} And He that sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and faithful." {6} And he said to me, "It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to him that is thirsty of the fountain of the water of life freely. {7} He that overcomes shall inherit all things and I will be his 'Elohiym and he shall be My son. {8} But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 

  Note carefully that He says the "abominable" shall have their part in the lake of fire. Well, guess what, folks? Homosexuality is described throughout scripture as being abominable. So those who practice it will receive an entrance into the lake of fire as their just reward. 

  Every person in this United States, whether they are heterosexual, asexual, or homosexual, if they are American citizens, deserves every civil right and secular liberty that is available under our Constitution. No more, no less. They do not deserve to be mistreated or discriminated against in any fashion as long as what they are doing is not done in such a fashion as to intrude into the rights and liberties of anyone else who does not desire that intrusion. They also have the same responsibilities to the American society that every other citizen has. So that's a two way street, like so many other things in this world. 

  Therefore, so far as treatment as individuals, everyone, and especially those of the household of Yahuwah, must treat homosexuals with dignity. Not because of what they are doing, but in spite of it. They also should receive from society the same consideration for "whatever" based on their individual qualifications for that "whatever," as every other citizen in this society, but those in the business world who do not desire to do business with them, under the same freedoms supposedly guaranteed by the Constitution, must not be forced by law to hire or serve them. 

  It is at the point of a person acknowledging that he or she is a practicing homosexual that the child of Yahuwah must part company with that person. The child of Yahuwah must exclude them from fellowship, regardless of their personal or family ties to them. They are walking in darkness and we can have no fellowship with the things of darkness. If they desire to repent (literally - to change their way of thinking) as stated by Keph in Acts 2:38, then they can be and will be welcomed into the fold of the family of Yahuwah. Otherwise, they and the body of Yahushua must go their separate ways.

1 Korinthios 5:9-13 - I wrote to you in an epistle not to company with fornicators, (10) yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. (11) But now I have written to you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother is a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, with such a one do not eat. (12) For what have I to do to judge them also that are outside? Do you not judge them that are inside? (13) But them that are outside Y Yahuwah judges. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person. 

  By the way, Yahuwah does care very much what you do with your body and expects His temple to well taken care of. He does not expect it to be shared in a carnal fashion outside the marriage bed. Period! And what you do with yourself is known by Him, regardless of where and how you do it. No matter how much they try to convince themselves that what they are doing is okay, they know, we know, and Yahuwah knows that it is not okay, and Yahuwah also knows when and where they're doing it too.

· Loukas 16:15 - And he said to them, You are they that justify yourselves before men, but Yahuwah knows your hearts, for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of Yahuwah. 

  There are also many, many references to homosexual practices and other disapproved sexual behavior in the Pentateuch, and they all mention something terrible befalling the practitioners. The child of Yahuwah knows, and understands, that the Law of Mosheh, described and defined in those books, does not apply, except in a very general fashion as good examples, to the redeemed in Yahushua. The shedding of His blood put the old (Law of Mosheh) out of the way so that the new (Law of Grace) could be put into effect. So although all the references and descriptions and terrible punishments in the Law of Mosheh for these acts do not directly apply today, these practices are reiterated in the Messianic Scripture with the statements being that as they were then abominations in the eyes of Yahuwah with separation from Him the result of doing them, so they are still today. 

· 1 Korinthios 6:9-10 - Do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of Yahuwah? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators (pornos), nor idolators (eidololatres), nor adulterers (moichos), nor effeminate (malakos), nor abusers of themselves with mankind (arsenokoites), {10} Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of Yahuwah. 

  pornos (por'-nos) - from pernemi (to sell); a (male) prostitute (as venal), i.e. (by analogy) a debauchee (libertine). Translated as fornicator and whoremonger.

  eidololatres (i-do-lol-at'-race) - an image-(servant or) worshipper (literally or figuratively). Translated as idolater.

  moichos (moy-khos') - perhaps a primary word; a (male) paramour; figuratively, apostate. Translated as adulterer.

  malakos (mal-ak-os') - of uncertain affinity - soft, i.e. fine (clothing); figuratively a catamite. Translated as effeminate and soft but meaning an older male who sodomizes a young boy.

  arsenokoites (ar-sen-ok-oy'-tace) - a sodomite. Translated as the phrases "abuser of (that defile) self with mankind".

Paulos reaffirmed what he said above in his first letter to Timotheos also.

· 1 Timotheos 1:10-11 - For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind (here's that phrase from arsenokoites again), for men-stealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine according to the splendorous gospel of the blessed Yahuwah which was committed to my trust. 

  The phrase "defile themselves with mankind" in the verse above is translated from the Greek word arsenokoites (above), just as in 1 Korinthios 6:9. Notice that he says that the practice of homosexuality is against sound doctrine? Notice from whom that sound doctrine came?

  So there you have it. Choose you this day whom you will serve. If you choose the world and its ways, so be it. It is your choice, your personal responsibility, and your life until you die. Then it is Yahuwah 's life but still your responsibility. I hope you choose to obey Him, because that's when you'll find out that He was not kidding.

Section 5. - Politics and The Christian
  From the dawn of recorded history, mankind has gone about trying to establish organizations, coalitions, and other structures of political power within his societies in attempts to gain and/or maintain control over his particular situation and over the other members of his society.

  Sometimes these efforts seem to be successful and a new political structure will appear for awhile. At other times, some stronger group will prevail and establish their own political structures. Many, many wars have been fought over whose particular political structure is going to dominate a society or group of societies. (History is replete with those who have had the suffix, "The Conqueror," as an integral part of their name.) Inevitably, all of these political structures that are formed have gone the way of their predecessors. Although some last longer than others, they all eventually cease to exist, and sometimes they even cease to be remembered.

  If the structure is dictatorial it sometimes will be blatantly dictatorial and sometimes not. Whether it is a malevolent or benevolent dictatorship is irrelevant, if it is a dictatorship. All power still rests with one human being, and as we know, absolute power will eventually corrupt absolutely. No human being of which we know to date has been able to handle that kind of power successfully for any long period of time. Under this type of system we can group those political structures such as Nazism and Fascism, plus those that adhere to no particular dogma, but just rule as the whim strikes them, like so many of the third world governments of today seem to do.

  In the case of supposedly democratic forms of government, such as those found in many countries of the "free world," these political structures sometimes have sound practical and theoretical bases that would seem to indicate that the form of the structure, or the governmental body resulting from that structure, should be in all cases exactly what the founders intended. This of course, is the idea behind the Constitution of the United States of America with its Bill of Rights. This document as amended has all of the ideals and necessary controls within them to make the resulting society, had they been adhered to by the succeeding generations of politicians, a really wonderful thing of which to be a part. Because of the machinations of those people who desire political power however, and the manner in which they acquire and maintain that power, this ideal has not been achieved in America nor will it ever be achieved in this or any other country of this world under the rule of man.

  The society in which you currently have citizenship, whether it be pseudo-democratic or dictatorial, and wherever it may be located on this globe, is most likely an "accident" of your birth. Of course, some people do make a conscious decision to move to and become a citizen of some other society, but barring catastrophic geological or political events the greatest majority of people will stay in the country where they were born and remain a member of the society into which they were born. Because of this "accident of birth," you may be a member of an enlightened society that really tries to keep its citizens rights to the foremost, you may be a member of a society that is brutally repressive in all of its dealings with its citizenry, or, as is usually the case, you will be a member of a society that falls somewhere between these two extremes.

  No matter which type of society or segment of society you are a member of, ask the following questions of yourself. Be just as objective and as honest with yourself as you can possibly be. 

1. Within your particular society's political structure, do you want to gain more control, personally, as to what is done by those who are currently in power in the structure? 

2. Do you belong to a group that demands more control of the political process? 

3. Should you run for political office? 

4. Should you do things that are classified as civil disobedience (disregarding lawful court orders, etc.) to protest things such as pro-abortion or anti-abortion rulings by the courts and legislative bodies of your government? 

5. Should you march in protest to show that you are sympathetic to certain groups who are protesting actions by other people or groups that they believe are detrimental to their societal group? 

6. Should you refuse to legally cooperate with duly appointed legal authority if you do not agree with them? 

  The answers you give to the above questions will depend entirely on your particular world outlook and how much control of the political organism you want to exert. If you are intent upon becoming one of those who is in power in this world and who is in control of his situation and able to exert control over other members of the society, your answer to most or all of these questions will be yes.

  Now ask yourself the same questions while attempting to look at it from the viewpoint of Yahushua haMashiach (the Christ) and what He taught. Would He have done any of the things asked about in the above questions? You'll find that if you put yourself in His place, and that's what we must do if we are to be truly Christian (or Christ-like) and really think about how He responded to various power plays and other politically oriented situations, you will have to answer a resounding NO to all of the questions asked. That's quite a difference from the answers that would be given by someone who is not a child of Yahuwah, isn't it? The difference is being a member of a society that is OF this world and being a member of the society that is literally OUT OF this world.

  It is very easy to say that you are a child of Yahuwah but really practicing the ways of Yahushua is another story completely. Many people call themselves "Christian" without even knowing what it means. Many people call themselves "Christian" while doing and saying things of the world without regard to what the Anointed (the Christ, haMashiach) would do or say. We must all recognize that this world is still under the power and control for just a little while longer of that master of deceit and confusion, Satan. If we participate in things of deceit and confusion, those things of the world, it is Satan's works in which we are participating and not the works of our Creator Yahuwah.

  Yahushua said that if the blind lead the blind, they will both fall into the ditch. Look at the results of all of the political decisions that have been made in your lifetime. Have they led to a betterment of society, or is society still falling into the ditch? Of more recent vintage is the saying that if you lie down with dogs, you'll get up with fleas. How many honorable people have you known who have entered the political arena and in order to accomplish the things they wanted to accomplish, had to give up their honesty, or had to compromise their ideals and ethics for the sake of a political solution? How many were unable to resist the temptations thrust in their way by unscrupulous people who had their own agendas? Have you ever noticed these once honest and upright people scratching their new set of fleas?

  The Sovereign Yahuwah raises up whoever He wants to raise up, whenever He wants to raise them up, to do whatever He wants them raised up to do, and He will continue to raise up whomever He wants when He wants, to do what He wants, when He wants. He raised up George Bush, just like He raised up Par’oh (Pharaoh). Kind of hard to believe, but He even raised up that slimeball Bill Clinton to further His plan. He can put those down whom He has raised up the same way. Every person who is now or ever has been in a position of power was put in that position by Yahuwah for His own purposes. He didn't ask our opinion then, He's not going to ask our opinion now. What we think about it, or whom we vote for or against, has absolutely nothing to do with it. If it is His will, it will be done. There is absolutely no way that His plan is not going to succeed, with or without our conscious attempts. The only way we can affect the way things happen is to do Yahuwah 's will and pray that He will allow us to have an effect on certain situations. If it is His will, it will be done. Yes, He has been known to change His mind on occasion, but it took some fervent prayer by His people for Him to consider doing it. He does listen to us, but it is still His will that will be done, not ours.

  Pray for the people that He has put in office and those that aspire to office, as they need all the prayer they can get. Yahuwah put them there for a reason, and you can bet they'll accomplish His purposes whether they realize it or not. Worship Yahuwah, as that is the whole duty of man. 

  Be in the world until you go home, because you have no choice but to be in the world as long as you are in the physical body. Do not be of the world, because then the home you'll go to is not the one you desire. 

Section 6. - Should You Pay Taxes?
  One of the most devious games a lot of modern American citizen plays is getting away with paying fewer taxes than they legally owe. Of course, the IRS is going to attempt to make you pay more than you owe if they can get away with it, or if you overpay and don't get after them, they will keep your overpayment and say nothing. So this is a game played by both sides. The only difference in law is that you can be held accountable and they cannot. 

  Some people will tell you that the scripture says they don't have to pay taxes to a corrupt government (which really means every government on the earth), but I have never been able to locate scripture that makes a statement that could be viewed as saying that and these people who say that have never been able to show me where it is. 

  While avoiding taxes through legal means, such as tax deferred certificates and such as that is perfectly legitimate and morally correct, some will not only try to avoid taxes, but also to evade them. Evasion of legally due taxes, according to the existing laws on the books of the land, is a crime against the duly authorized government of the country, and by the commandments we have received it is also a sin against the law of Yahuwah. 

  The various governments of the various countries around the world are in place for one reason and one reason only. They are there to further the plan of the Almighty 'Elohiym that we serve. Remember that Yahuwah raised up Par’oh to further His plan (Rhomaios 9:17) and so He has done with every other leader and government of every nation in the world. They serve at His pleasure regardless of what they may think. He placed them in power for His reasons and they will be there until He is ready for them to go. If we break the laws established by these leaders and governments, we are in disobedience not only to man, but to our Father also. 

  While I personally do not believe that the income tax is constitutional, it has been declared to be in that state by the Supreme Court of the land. I know personally that it is unfair, unequal, and oppressive in a country that prides itself on the supposed "equality" and freedom of its citizens. It is supposed to be a "voluntary" tax, but if you do not "volunteer" to pay it, confiscation of all of your property plus incarceration is what awaits you when they finally catch up to you. But I pay it anyway as that is one of the duties required of me by Yahuwah. So, like it or not, we are legally and morally bound by it until a true constitutional government is put in place. 

· 1 Keph 2:13-16 - Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Master’s sake, whether it is to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of Yahuwah that with well doing you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. As free and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of Yahuwah. 

  If you are evading taxes, or for that matter, knowingly breaking any law of the land, from traffic laws to watering your lawn on days you are not supposed to, you are in violation of the will of our 'Elohiym, and He does not look kindly on people who are disobedient to Him in any form. 

  If you are in the body of our Savior, repent (quit breaking those laws immediately) and ask for forgiveness. Then if it is the tax laws you were violating, pay up. There are other people who are not in the body that see you violating this law. If they know you are in the body, what are they to think? They will be saying things like, "Yeah. Sure. I can sure tell he's a real Christian. He cheats on his taxes." In this way you bring discredit and shame upon your brothers, the whole assembly, and the name of our Master. If you truly love our Sovereign, take steps to correct the situation now before it is too late. Then in the future pay your taxes on time and in full. If you know of a brother who is evading taxes or breaking any other law of man or our 'Elohiym, it is your responsibility to bring the matter to his attention in a loving manner. If he refuses to comply with the law, follow the procedure given by the Yahushua for causing him to come into compliance (See Galates 6:1). 

  Below are some scriptural evidences showing that our Master willingly paid the taxes that He was assessed under the laws of the land and that He said we must also. There is also some general information concerning passages in the scripture that mention taxation. 

· MattithYahuw (MattithYahuw) 17:24-27 - And when they were come to Kaphar Nachuwm, they that received tribute1 money came to Keph and said, "Does your Master not pay tribute1?" He says, "Yes." And when he was come into the house, Yahushua anticipated him saying, "What do you think, Shim’own? Of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute2? Of their own children, or of strangers?" Keph said to him, "Of strangers." Yahushua says to him, "Then are the children free. Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, you go to the sea and cast a hook, and take up the fish that first comes up. When you have opened his mouth, you shall find a piece of money. Take that and give to them for you and me." 

· MattithYahuw 22:16-21 - And they sent out to him their disciples with the Herodias, saying, "Master, we know that you are true, and teach the way of Yahuwah in truth. Neither do you care for any man for you do not regard the person of men. Tell us therefore, what do you think? Is it lawful to give tribute2 to Kaisar, or not?" {18} But Yahushua perceived their wickedness and said, "Why do you tempt me, you hypocrites? Show me the tribute2 money." And they brought to him a coin. {20} And he said to them, "Whose is this image and superscription?" They said to him, "Kaisar's." Then He said to them, "Render therefore to Kaisar the things which are Kaisar's and to Yahuwah the things that are Yahuwah 's." (See also Markos 12:14, Loukas 20:22) 

· Loukas 23:2 - And they began to accuse him saying, "We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute3 to Kaisar, saying that he himself is anointed a King." 

· Rhomaios 13:5-8 - Wherefore you need to be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For this cause you pay tribute3 also, for they are Yahuwah 's ministers attending continually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues. Tribute3 to whom tribute3 is due, custom to whom custom, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. Owe no man any thing but to love one another, for he that loves another has fulfilled the law. 

NOTES:

1. didrachmon (did'-rakh-mon) - from G1364 and G1406; a double drachma (didrachm):--tribute. 

2. 2 G2778. kensos (kane'-sos) - of Latin origin; properly an enrollment ("census"), i.e. (by implication) a tax:--tribute. 

3. 3 G5411. phoros (for'-os) - from G5342; a load (as borne), i.e. (fig.) a tax (prop. an individual assessment on persons or property; whereas G5056 is usually a gen. toll on goods or travel):--tribute. 

  The people who did the collecting of this tribute, or taxes, were called publicans by the translators. The word publican is translated from the Greek word telones (tel-o'-nace) and means a "tax-farmer" or collector of public revenue. The head tax collector was called the architelones. 

In the story of the birth of Yahushua found in the gospel according to Loukas, it is stated that Miryam and Yowseph were in Bayith-Lechem to be taxed. In actuality they were there for a census. The word translated as tax here is apographe (ap-og-raf-ay'), which literally means an enrollment. Taxation, or an assessment, is implied, but not definitely stated. 

Use this information wisely. Study the word and you will see that this life is short. So short that the tribulations we seem to have to bear are not there but for a moment. We will be kicked around, but not for long, and if we are found to be in obedience to the will of Yahuwah the next life will be everlasting, in paradise, and we will not be kicked around anymore. There we will not have to put up with corrupt governments and taxation. So smile when you pay your taxes. The person collecting them has to answer to the same 'Elohiym we answer to. 

Section 7. – Who is Our Family?
  In the course of day to day life we come to know, love, and trust certain people. Who are these people? In most cases they are the members of our physical family. As a young baby the first person that we come to trust is usually our mother. Our mother gives us love, food, education, and a sense of comfort that we can find nowhere else. The next person that we usually begin to trust and love is Dad. After our parents, we usually begin to cling to other members of our physical family such as brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, grandmas and grandpas. All through our lives these are people that we come to know, love, and adapt to.

  When one is immersed into the body of Yahushua and becomes a member of His family, usually the first thing that they want to do is go out and save the world. They are full of energy to do the Master's work. The first people that they as new children of Yahuwah go to are those people that they love the most, have adapted to, and those whom they think truly love them. 

  They go to people who claim to love them because they think that these people will listen to them. Who are these people? These people are their family that were mentioned above, people that they have grown up with, laughed with, cried with, and been angry with, people that they love. They go to these people because they love them and want them to share the good news, and to take part in the wonderful love and grace offered to those who love and obey our 'Elohiym who is our true Father.

  In many of cases unhappily, when we truly become children of Yahuwah and become a part of His spiritual family, our earthly family rejects us. Oftentimes as we study the word of Yahuwah for ourselves we learn much that disagrees with the things that our family has believed for generations. Because of this we will often hear how wrong we are and we will hear that they are happy for us but that they don't want to hear it. Sometimes they disown us and sometimes they plain hate us for loving Yahuwah our Father and trying to learn and obey His will. In some cases they really don't care what we believe as long as we don't it preach to them. When this happens it hurts because we understand what is going to happen to those who do not obey Yahuwah and we sometimes feel bad because we cannot "save" those whom we love.

  We must come to understand that we do not have the power to save anyone. Only Yahuwah has that power. So as we grow, learn, and love as children of Yahuwah, we must allow ourselves to be to refocused so as to reflect the power of Yahuwah, instead of our own egos and feelings.

  Do you know exactly happens when we are immersed into the Body of Yahushua? When we are immersed into His body the old man of sin dies, and a spiritual being in the likeness of Yahushua haMashiach, our Master and Savior, is born. We are taught that from this day forward we must put away things of the flesh and focus on the spiritual things of our Sovereign.

  How then are we to deal with those family members who reject us because of our love for the Master? As difficult as it may be, we must deal with them in the same fashion that we deal with anybody else that rejects us because we love and obey our Sovereign.

  Yahushua said it best (as He always does) when His mother and his brothers came to speak with Him while he was teaching. 

· MattithYahuw 12:46-50 (KJV) - While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside desiring to speak with him. Then one said to him, "Behold, your mother and your brothers stand outside desiring to speak with you." But he answered and said to him that told him, "Who is my mother? And who are my brothers?" And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples and said, "Behold my mother and my brothers! For whoever shall do the will of my Father which is in the sky, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother." 

  As difficult as it may be we must come to realize that our true brothers, sisters, and mothers are those who follow the correct path into the Body of Yahushua and love and obey our Father, Yahuwah. Remember that we have only one spiritual Father as Yahushua told us.

· MattithYahuw 19:29 (KJV) - And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 

  Many cults of today would have you to believe that the first thing you have to do to be part of their body is to cut all of your ties with your current family, friends, and associates. That is one of the things that makes them a cult in the sense of the modern meaning.

  The verse above DOES NOT mean that you HAVE to leave your family, etc., to become a child of Yahuwah. As a matter of fact, if you can maintain close ties and teach them the truth, in love, it is just that much better. What it does mean is that you should be READY to leave all IF NECESSARY for His sake. If you are not ready to do that, you do not love Him as He loves you, and you are none of His.

· MattithYahuw 23:9 (KJV) - And call no man your father upon the earth, for one is your Father which is in the sky. 

  When we come to realize whom our family really is it, is sure that we will recognize that Yahuwah is love, and we as a family are one, in love, with Yahuwah.

Section 8. - Legalism?
  Have you ever considered why Adam and Chawwah (Eve) were evicted from the Garden of ‘Eden? Because they ate of the tree of knowledge you say? If that is what you think, reconsider! What they did by the symbolic eating of that fruit was the first recorded instance of disobedience to the will of Yahuwah. Pure and simple! Had they obeyed Him, by refusing to partake of the forbidden fruit, we would not be in the mess that we are in today. Of course, we might not even be here to be in this mess, but that's another story.

  Why was the world flooded in the days of Noach? (Genesis 6:5-7)
  Disobedience to the will of Yahuwah!

  Why did the Yisra'eliy (Israelites) wander in the desert for forty years after the Exodus from Mitsrayim (Egypt)? (Numbers 14:26-35)
  Disobedience to the will of Yahuwah!

  Why did Mosheh (Moses) not enter the Promised Land with the rest of the nation? (Numbers 20:12)
  Disobedience to the will of Yahuwah!

  Why were the people of Yisra'el (Israel) always in trouble with Yahuwah? (Too many examples to list)
  Disobedience to the will of Yahuwah!

  Why was the Northern Kingdom, Yisra'el, destroyed and its people dispersed throughout the world? 
  Disobedience to the will of Yahuwah!

  Why was the Southern Kingdom of Yahudah (Judea, Juda, Judah) dismantled and its people scattered throughout the earth? 
  Disobedience to the will of Yahuwah!

  There are too many verses and passages, all in the proper and correct context, that affirm that we MUST be in obedience to the will of Yahuwah for me to cite in this book. If you will think about it, all of the problems of this world are caused by disobedience to the divine will of our Creator. If people were in obedience to Him, there would be no murder, no courts of law, no locks on anyone's doors, no rape, no scofflaws on the road and in the board rooms, no war! People would live to an enjoyable ripe old age with good health and dignity and not suffer as they do today. Those days were upon this earth at one time and they will be again, just as soon as everyone is in obedience to the will of the Creator. That isn't going to happen as long as mankind is working under the authority of the "god" of this world. It WILL happen after Yahushua returns to assume the mantle of government.

  The next time you start to read the scripture start paying attention to what He has to say about obedience. The only theme that is more consistent throughout the scripture is that of Yahushua and His coming. Don't just skim by these passages! Read them! Understand them! IF you do this, you will begin to see more and more instances that refer directly to the requirement for obedience to the will of Yahuwah than I could ever put in a book of this size. 

Legalism? What's that? 

le·gal·ism (l¶g…-l¹z"…m) n. 1. Strict, literal adherence to the law or to a particular code, as of religion or morality. 2. A legal word, expression, or rule. -- le'gal·ist n. -- le'gal·is'tic adj. -- le'gal·is'ti·cal·ly adv. 

  How would you define who or what it is that's legalistic? Knowing that Yahuwah requires strict obedience to His will, would you call Him legalistic? Will you dare say that Yahuwah is a legalist for requiring obedience? Or do you only hang this title on the man who points out that obedience to the word of our 'Elohiym is required in order to be one of His? Are people who believe that obedience to the Divine Will is required hopelessly mired in LEGALISM?

  Legalism, by the way I have had it explained to me by disobedient preachers, etc., apparently means that if you believe that Yahuwah expects you to do the things that He has said you must do, then you are legalistic and somehow don't belong to Him. This is pure hogwash. This is saying that bad is good and good is bad.

  Pharisaic legalism I have been told is like that "law" that the Par’osh attempted to apply to Yahushua about healing on the shabbath, etc. Instances like those are obviously not the intent of Yahuwah in His law and those who attempt to bind such on themselves and others are out of bounds. Things of that nature take away from the liberty that is found in the law of grace.

  If you believe that by doing the things of Yahuwah's word by rote, without understanding or caring about the reasons for the obedience, that you can or will earn a place in His kingdom, then you are legalistic in the Pharisaic sense. This is the attempt at salvation by works that is spoken against so many times in the scripture. There is nothing that you can ever do to earn or deserve the grace of Yahuwah. That is a free gift to those who are in obedience to Him.

  If you truly love our Sovereign and you are one of His children, you will be obedient in order to be pleasing in His sight, and then you are not legalistic in any sense. This is works because of faith, and not the other way around. These kinds of works are mentioned favorably in many passages also. Look! You'll see them!

  Let me ask you a few questions.

1. Do you not see anything wrong with having an affair with the spouse of your neighbor (or anyone else for that matter)? 

2. Is it okay to tell a "little white lie," such as having your children tell a salesman you're not home, as long as you tell the truth when it really matters? 

3. How about if you take just a little bit of someone else's money or property? They will probably not even know it's gone, so it will probably be okay. Right? Maybe a few paper clips or a couple of pens from the office wouldn't hurt? 

4. Do you believe that it is okay to commit murder if you only do it every once in a while, and the person you kill was deserving of death anyway? 

5. Would you ever think of taking "the LORD's" name in vain? (I bet you do and don't even realize that you have. Do you know the name under that mistranslation?) 

6. Do you worship idols? (Probably! Again, you do it without even realizing it.) 

7. Do you remember the day that Yahuwah set aside as THE intermission from the work-a-day world and use it to give Him honor, praise, and worship? 

8. Do you have other "gods" before the Almighty of the universe? (Consider carefully before you answer.) 

9. Do you try to keep up with the Jones and in so doing covet the possessions that they have? 

10. When was the last time you told your parents that you appreciated them? Did you remember them to help them in their old age? Or did you just shuffle them off to a nursing home to get them out of your way? Do you give them the honor they deserve? 

  Remember that it is Yahushua who said:

· Yahuchanan (John) 14:15If you love me, keep my commandments. 

  These words come from Yahushua Himself. I did not make them up. I merely told you what it was that He said. Why then do you want to call me legalistic because I say we have to be obedient? Would you kill the messenger because you don't like the message?

  He also said: 

· Loukas 6: 46-49 - And why call you me Master, Master, and do not do the things that I say? Whosoever comes to Me and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you to whom he is like. He is like a man which built a house, and dug deep and laid the foundation on a rock. When the flood arose the stream beat vehemently upon that house and could not shake it, for it was founded upon a rock. But he that hears and does not do it is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth against which the stream beat vehemently, and immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great. 

  Even the sea, the wind, and demons obey His word. If these two inanimate forces and the evil spirits readily obeyed Him WITHOUT QUESTION, why do you then have a problem with obeying Him? 

  When the sea, wind, and demons did their obeying, the underlying Greek word is hupakouo (hoop-ak-oo'-o), and it means to "hear under" (as a subordinate), i.e. to listen attentively, by implication to heed or conform to a command or authority. 

  Then there were the events in the lives of the apostles of Yahushua, their obedience, and what they had to say about it.

· Acts 5:29 - Then Keph and the other apostles answered and said, "We ought to obey Yahuwah rather than men." 

  The word obey here is from the Greek word peitharcheo (pi-tharkh-eh'-o), which means to be persuaded by a ruler, i.e. (in a general sense) to submit to authority.

One of His apostles, Yahuchanan, wrote by inspiration:

· 1 Yahuchanan 2:3-5 - And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He that says I know Him and does not keep His commandments is a liar and the truth is not in him. But whoever keeps His word, in him verily is the love of Yahuwah completed. Hereby we know that we are in Him. 

  There have been several dispensations of the law of Yahuwah. Most people of today are only aware of two, and they mislabel and misuse those. These two are the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. The Old Covenant, according to the word of the Lawgiver, is also referred to as the law of Mosheh (Moses). This is the covenant under which the blood of bulls and goats was used in the annual atonement for the sins of the people and there were daily sacrifices for various reasons. This law was given because of unbelief. Prior to this law, Yahuwah didn't have what we would consider legal grounds for Him to enforce His law. It is like not having speed limits on our highways. If there is no posted limit, nobody can be accused of speeding. This covenant is how Yahuwah posted His "speed limits."

  The Ten Commandments came before the covenant given through Mosheh, they were in effect prior to the "giving of the law," and with one minor modification by Yahuwah, remain in force today. These are the "speed limits" that He wanted obeyed from creation, but they weren't posted.

  The law of Mosheh, with all of its dietary rules, rituals, blood sacrifices, feasts, clean and unclean, etc., required strict obedience through fear of the consequences of disobedience. That system of law was put aside when the New Covenant became of force. That occurred when Yahushua died at Yeruwshalaim (Jerusalem) (See 'Ibriy [Hebrews] 9). Under the new dispensation of the law of Yahuwah, strict obedience is still required, but it is to a different system of law than the people of Yisra'el were given. This new system requires that our obedience be out of love for our Creator instead of fear of His consequences, and it is not to all of those carnal laws that we must be obedient. (See Deuteronomy 6:4, Leviticus 19:18, MattithYahuw [MattithYahuw] 22:37-40, Markos 12:29-31) 

  Obedience to the old law could make no man complete and that law was the guide and picture for us to follow to Yahushua. Under the new law, through Yahushua and His final blood sacrifice, all mankind has the opportunity to become complete. But we must do it through love. Now we must learn to love as we are loved and we must share that love with others as it has been shared with us. This is a law of love, with plenty of liberty thrown in, that we are under today.

  If we love Him, we will truly obey His commandments.

Section 9. - Men and Women, Husbands and Wives
  As we go about our daily lives, it should be obvious to the most casual observer that men and women are different. They are not only different in physical construction, they are also very different in their approach to the problems of this life, and in their respective attitudes concerning most of the things of this life.

  From the earliest childhood children will demonstrate the characteristics associated with their gender. Little girls really are sugar and spice and everything nice and little boys really are nails, snails, and puppy dog tails. It's just a fact. Some will try to tell us that this is all learned behavior, and it's true that some of it is. Most of it, however, is not learned, but is part and parcel of what we are from the womb.

  In some areas, men and women are equal. For instance, men and women are both required to be in obedience to the Word of Yahuwah if they desire everlasting life. In other areas, men seem to be more equal, while in other areas, women get that dubious honor.

  The point that we all need to keep uppermost in our minds as we deal with members of the opposite sex, regardless of which gender we are, is that Yahuwah has equipped us to perform all of the functions that are required of that gender, physically, mentally, and spiritually. 

  What we do with that equipment is completely up to us. We can deny our role and try to have "equal rights." We can play the role and be super macho or super feminist. Or we can accept our Yahuwah given role and do the best we can with what He's given us. The choice is ours, but we'll all answer to Yahuwah for the choice we make.

  Now to the question that started all of this. What exactly are the roles of Men and Women who are in the assembly? Let us first remember that this question is not a question of equality. This is strictly a question of what is Yahuwah 's will, and whether or not we are willing to be in obedience to His will. Therefore, both men and women, before we go looking for the answer to this question, we must first be willing to accept the answer that we find in Yahuwah 's word as the truth and then be willing to be in obedience to that truth. We cannot pick and choose just the parts we want to obey either and then ignore the parts we don't like. As you should be aware, with Yahuwah, it is always an all or nothing situation.

  Since our Sovereign, Yahushua haMashiach began the construction of His assembly, it has been very plain that the only men have been given the role of overseers and assistants and are to guide the functions of the assembly, as shown by the references below.

· 1 Timotheos 3:1-5 - This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of an overseer, he desires a good work. An overseer then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach. Not given to wine, no striker, not overly fond of money, but patient, not a brawler, not covetous. One that rules his own house well, having his children in subjection with all gravity (For if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the assembly of Yahuwah?) 

· Titos 1:5-6 - For this cause left I you in Kaphtor that you should set in order the things that are wanting and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed you. If any is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. 

  As you will notice that whenever Paulos specifies any criteria for an overseer or an assistant he specifies that the person must be the husband of one wife, which leaves no doubt as to gender. The word translated here as husband is the Greek word "aner" which literally means "a man." The word translated as wife is the Greek word "gune" which literally means "a woman." The men who were appointed as overseers and assistants to oversee the various assemblies were also all elders. The reason for picking elders to serve was to ensure that the chosen leaders and their aides were well founded in the faith and not a new convert who did not yet understand the meat of the word. The word elder is translated from the Greek word "presbuteros," which means senior. This is the same word used for the Sanhedrin elders.

  Throughout the Greek language portion of the scriptures it is quite clear that only men were teachers in and of the assemblies. You will see that while Yahushua only selected men to be His apostles and teachers, women have their duties and responsibilities to the assembly also. However, they are different duties and responsibilities, and very seldom will they overlap with men's duties and responsibilities. 

  Paulos, in his letter to Timotheos at the assembly of Ephesos, tells us that women should not teach men of the assembly, and then he also tells us why.

· 1 Timotheos 2:12-14 - But I do not allow a woman to teach nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Chawwah (Eve). And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 

  We must understand that as Mosheh (in the book of Exodus) built the tabernacle exactly in accordance to Yahuwah 's plan, so must we also follow exactly Yahushua's plan in regard to the building of His assembly. His plan has been communicated to us by His Apostles and everything that we need to know about the structure of His assembly and its operation will be found in their written communication. This plan is not subject to revision by well meaning but misguided people who have their own criteria to establish. The criteria for the assembly is already established and now needs but following. 

  In Acts 2:17-18 and 21:9, there are indications that both men and women will prophesy. Please take notice of the fact there is no mention of what these women will prophesy of or to whom they will prophesy. Further, in his letter to the assembly at Korinthos and his letter to Timotheos, Paulos tells us in what manner our women should learn.

· 1 Korinthios 14:34-35 - Let your women keep silence in the assemblies, for it is not permitted for them to speak but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also says the law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home, for it is a shame for women to speak in the assembly. 

· 1 Timotheos 2:11 - Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 

  Notice that Paulos does not say for the woman to offer her opinion, nor to make any suggestions in the assembly. Rather, to learn in silence, with all subjection.

· Titos 2:3-5 - The aged women likewise, that they be in behavior as becomes moral purity. Not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things, that they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of Yahuwah is not blasphemed. 

  Paulos' letter to Titos also states that the younger women use the older women as role models. The older women can teach, but when they teach individuals who are members of the assembly, those individuals being taught must be women. By the way, the Greek word "presbutis" is used in the above verses, and it literally means "an old woman'.

  Also take note in the verse above what happens to the word of Yahuwah when the women of the assembly are not in obedience. 

  When women are dealing with individuals who are outside the body of haMashiach, the woman apparently can teach a man in the effort to convert him for Yahushua, as indicated by the activity of the women of the assembly on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) and when Akulas (Aquila) and Priscilla were teaching Apollo (Acts 18:24-26).

  When these men and women that we have been talking about are husband and wife, the relationship of the stronger and weaker vessel is spelled out very plainly in the scripture. Men must love their wives as much as Yahushua loves the assembly. If the man does love his wife as Yahushua loves the assembly, the wife is never going to be put in a position by her husband in which she is not willing to be. She will have as tender, loving, and thoughtful a husband as she could ever desire. She will be required, as shown below, to be in subjection to the husband in all things, because the husband is the head of the wife as Yahushua is the head of the assembly. If she is in subjection, she will be as tender, loving, and thoughtful a wife as the husband could ever desire.

  When this condition becomes true, a real marriage in Yahuwah will exist. To attain to this condition may take a lot of effort from both the husband and wife, but the prize is well worth the race. The two who are in this condition will know that they are really one as Yahuwah stated they would be in the book of Genesis. Then they will begin to really understand the concept of the unconditional love that Yahuwah, our Father, and our Savior, Yahushua haMashiach, has for us.

To the Husbands: 

· Ephesios 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, even as haMashiach also loved the assembly, and gave himself for it {26} that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word. {27} That he might present it to himself a splendid assembly, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be morally clean and without blemish. {28} So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loves his wife loves himself. 

· 1 Keph 3:7 - Likewise, you husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honor to the wife as to the weaker vessel and as being heirs together of the grace of life that your prayers are not hindered. 

To the Wives: 

· Ephesios 5:22 - Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands, as to the Master. {23} For the husband is the head of the wife, even as haMashiach is the head of the assembly and he is the savior of the body. {24} Therefore as the assembly is subject to haMashiach, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 

· 1 Keph 3:1 - Likewise, you wives, be in subjection to your own husbands that if any does not obey the word they also may without the word be won by the behavior of the wives . . . 

To Husbands and Wives: 

· Ephesios 5:31 - For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery but I speak concerning haMashiach and the assembly. 

  There are many, many other scriptural references pertaining to this very important spiritual relationship of husband and wife, and as you read and study you will learn to recognize them and to understand what Yahuwah is saying to us through His written word. A very important thing to remember about the whole subject is that regardless of what feminists and others would like you to believe about Yahuwah being asexual, female, or any other thing except male, there is no evidence to support that belief. Even "Mother Nature" is in reality Father Yahuwah. Every reference to Yahuwah in the scripture as we know it, and in other writings too, the maleness of Yahuwah is always evident. This does not indicate that there is something wrong with being female, just that Yahuwah is the Father, and not the mother. Women need to remember that it is the "hidden man of the heart" that is the member of the body of Yahushua, and the body of Yahushua is shown in the feminine sense of being the bride in the marriage of the Lamb.

  Viva la difference! Now let us remember that the differences are there for good reasons, that Yahuwah made us different, physically, mentally, and emotionally, for His purposes, and now we need to use those differences as He intended and since we are all one in Yahushua, both men and women, we must be in obedience to His will.

Section 10. - Love is the Key
  Someone once said that "Our 'Elohiym is love, and we are one, in love, with our 'Elohiym". That simple phrase, properly punctuated, is the entire explanation of all that has gone before, is now, or comes after. Yahuchanan said that we love our 'Elohiym because our 'Elohiym first loved us. Everything that this world is about is the love of our 'Elohiym toward man, and our 'Elohiym's plan to return to His bosom that which He loves. When we recognize that love is all there is, and all there needs to be, the two commandments that define of the Law of Grace will become perfectly clear.

· MattithYahuw 22:37-40 - Yahushua said to him, "You shall love Yahuwah your 'Elohiym with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." 

  Not all of the several different Greek words that were translated in the King James Version as love mean love as we know it, and many times the Greek word "agape" which literally means unconditional love, is translated as something else, such as charity. However, we should all be able to appreciate the difficulty that anyone has in describing or defining love. Can you personally give a description or a definition that will apply to all circumstances? Since love is a state of the heart more than anything else, it becomes a condition of being that is perceived differently in most of its aspects by everyone who experiences it. The majority of conditions and emotions that we call love however, are pale imitations of the intent of the word "agape."

  Even knowing that "agape" literally means unconditional love, can you truly imagine what that really means? Unconditional! That is a no holds barred word. That is the kind of love that we are told about when we are told that our 'Elohiym loves us. It is the kind of spiritual union and completeness that evokes thoughts of bliss and ecstasy. It is the kind of love that causes people to give up their lives voluntarily, without complaint or comment, so that someone else whom they love may continue to live. This is the kind of love that caused Yahushua haMashiach to die for us, so that we may all have the opportunity to truly live.

  This love, "agape," is as stated above, all that came before, is now, or comes after. It is the start and finish of the Gospel of Yahushua haMashiach, the essence of 'Elohiym the Father, and the condition of perfection that we are trying to attain.

  As you proceed in your study of the word of Yahuwah, try to always keep this in mind. If it was not for the "agape" that Yahuwah has for us (mankind), we would not have the opportunity to be studying His word, and the purpose of studying His word is to learn obedience to His will. He gave us this opportunity because He is our Creator and He loves us. When we learn His will, because we are His creatures and we love Him, we will gladly be in obedience to His will, and therefore become the true sons of Yahuwah that He wants us to be. Remember what Yahuchanan said.

  All of the studying you do from this day forward should be with the idea and intent of learning how to experience the love of Yahuwah more fully, and how to be able to share it with all those with whom you come in contact. As you grow in the virtue and knowledge of our Master Yahushua, you will begin to experience His love more fully, be more able to share that love on a daily basis, and to be aware of the experience. You will find the peace that passes understanding without having to look for it, and you will find it coming from a place that you would have probably never thought to look. It will come from within you, from your heart, because that is where the Spirit dwells, and it will be manifest to all. The "heart" in this case does not mean the physical pumping mechanism that resides within your chest, but the center, or core, of your innermost spiritual being.

Section 11. - Consequences
  For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction. This is one of the primary laws of nature. This reaction can also be referred to as the consequences of the action. If you do such and such, thus and thus will be the result. Every time. This example applies not only to things of a physical nature, such as wind, explosives, etc., but also to things that we do in our daily lives. The very essence of life is the reaction of others and ourselves to the actions that we take. Although it doesn't always seem as though there are reactions to what we do, if you look closely, you will see that in fact there are.

· Revelation 13:10 - He that leads into captivity shall go into captivity. He that kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 

  The same principle applies here. Action, reaction. You will reap what you sow, regardless of what it may be. If you sow love, mercy, compassion, and righteousness, you will reap love, mercy, compassion, and righteousness. If you sow hatred, lust, greed, and envy, you will reap hatred, lust, greed, and envy. These are the consequences of your behavior. 

  If you doubt that you really are going to have to pay for your sins, or get reward for your righteousness, take a look at what transpired when the nation of Yisra'el disobeyed their 'Elohiym and our 'Elohiym, Yahuwah. He promised 'Abraham some very good things if 'Abraham would obey Him and walk in His ways. Righteous 'Abraham did, and he was called the friend of Yahuwah, and collected what Yahuwah had promised to him. Yahuwah also made promises about what would happen to those who did not obey His commandments, and those who were disobedient got what He had promised them also. There are always consequences.

  Yahuwah has destroyed individuals and entire nations because of their disobedience. He has likewise set up individuals and entire nations in splendor because they did obey. He has sent prophets to warn people and nations of what He was going to do to them if they failed to repent and return to Him. He wasn't kidding. He meant it. Those that did repent and return, He spared. Those who continued in their sinful ways, He destroyed. Just that simple, just that plain. Yahuwah does not make jokes. He is serious about His commandments and the fact that we must be in obedience to Him.

  We aren't going to get any more prophets warning us until His two witnesses appear in Yeruwshalaim. They are not going to be believed either. Until that time, we have His written word to guide us, and it contains all of the information required to follow His commandments. It also tells us the consequences if we don't. He is serious. We had better get that way. The time is short. Are you going to continue to serve Satan? Or are you going to turn about and serve the living 'Elohiym? 

  The choice is yours. For those who return and obey, eternal life in paradise is the reward. To those who do not obey, the lake of fire awaits.

 

CHAPTER XII

END TIMES

Section 1. - Endtime Prophecy
  Although it would seem that the terms in the title of this chapter would bring to mind the same things, it really depends on your outlook and whose endtime prophesy you are listening to. Some preachers and "endtime" prophecy experts have quite divergent views on what is going to happen in the near future, and most of them also differ considerably from what is found in scripture.

  For instance, renowned "Scripture Prophecy Experts," such as Jack Van Impe, Hal Lindsay, and Grant R. Jeffrey have all made statements to the effect that Russia is Gog and Magog and she is going to attack "Israel" to bring about the "Battle of Armageddon" and after that battle we will all stand before the throne for our "Final Judgment." I have also heard many Baptist and other Protestant preachers make similar statements concerning that battle and what they call "Judgment Day." They may not say specifically that Gog and Magog represents Russia (they used to say the USSR until it disintegrated) but the implication was still that some country from the north of "Israel" would make the first attack and Russia is the nation they all point at. Some changed their minds for a while in favor of the European Economic Union when that organization first got started, but then that group gained more than ten members so it no longer fit their criteria and they had to fall back on Russia. 

  While I am NOT a scholar of scripture, I am quite able to read and understand for myself what is said in there just as can anyone else that is truly interested. I can rightly divide the word of truth because I have a sincere desire to do so. So can you. I want to know the truth and not just accept what some "Bible scholar" tells me is the truth. So can you. 

  It has been my experience that if you put several "Bible Scholars" on the same stage and ask each one of them the same question concerning scriptural subjects, but especially the "end times" prophecies, that more than likely you will get the same number of different answers as you have different "Bible Scholars" on the stage and these answers will not even agree with each other, much less with scripture. And scripture always agrees with itself, so that’s where truth is.

  My questions about what these preachers and prophecy experts say about endtimes "battles" is where in scripture can anything be found that says or even implies the "Russia as Gog and Magog" scenario? What am I missing that they can see?

  I will answer my own questions too. Very definitely and unequivocally the answers to both of these are nowhere and nothing, respectively. 

  NOWHERE, Because that scenario is not described in scripture! 

  All of these "Bible Scholars" will quote scripture and if you will go look up the scripture they quote you will see battles being fought, and kings of the north and south, and Har-Meggidown (Armageddon), etc. talked about, but nowhere will you see any or all of these elements come together into one big bang of a battle called Armageddon. By the way, Russia is too far north to satisfy Magog, as it resides just to the north of the Black Sea, while Magog, Tubal, and Meshech are all in modern day Turkey (See the Table of Nations - Genesis 10) which is on the south side of the Black Sea.

  NOTHING, because that is exactly how much there is about Gog and Magog attacking Yeruwshalaim during the battle they have misnamed call "Armageddon!" 

  These "scholars" will defend themselves by telling you that since I have no degree from some seminary or Bible College that I am missing or overlooking some parts of scripture that deal with this subject. Well, somebody is definitely missing something all right, but it is not me! It is those who do not rightly divide the word (2 Timotheos 2:15) and that includes these scholars. 

  Below I will endeavor to show some of the truth of what is going to happen and in so doing I will also scripturally refute some of the commonly taught and accepted beliefs about these coming times. Keep in mind that the book of Revelation is NOT a hard book to understand, if you are in the body of Yahushua and have a sincere desire to understand it.

Section 2. - The Two Battles
  The TWO "endtime battles" described in scripture have specific qualities and characteristics associated with each of them that show clearly that they are TWO separate events separated by a large expanse of time. Briefly, the first battle is at the end of this age, which is NOT the end of time, society, or the world. At the end of the age, the looked for One World Government will be run by the son of perdition who requires all people to have the "mark of the beast" or die. While he is in charge, he will foment all the hatred he can against Yisra’el (just as he has been doing for millennia) and attempt to finish that job of destroying the remnants of the state of Yisra’el that Satan has been working on for millennia. In order to do this, he will gather a coalition of forces for an attack on Yeruwshalaim and the forces will be staged at Har-Meggidown (Armageddon). The battle that ensues can rightly be called "The Battle of Yeruwshalaim" because that is exactly where it will be fought. It is NOT "The Battle of Armageddon!"

  The other one isn’t a real battle at all, although that was the intent of the enemy forces that gathered to fight it. Here is where Gog and Magog come into play. This one is a gathering for an intended battle AFTER the millennial reign of Yahushua, but Yahuwah blasts the intended warriors of Gog and Magog out of existence. This one occurs at the REAL end of time just prior to the event called the Final Judgment." It will occur at some unspecified time after the millennial reign of Yahushua when Satan has had the opportunity to muster his forces again.

  THE BATTLE OF YERUWSHALAIM (Jerusalem) - this battle has the characteristics of having ALL the kings of the earth involved, is against a nation that is reeling from the continued punishment from Yahuwah for their disbelief and disobedience, and occurs after a long period of world suffering. That is the Yisra’el of today. The leader of this group of kings is the man of sin (second beast). His troops will actually capture the city and do all kinds of things to its inhabitants. Yahushua returns in the MIDST of this battle in all of His splendor and to the same spot from where He departed, the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:11-12). This battle is a real fight until He returns and it happens BEFORE Satan is placed in his thousand-year imprisonment. There is no FINAL judgment yet. That still lies over a thousand years in the future.

· Revelation 16:12-14 - And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Perath (Euphrates) and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. {14} For they are the spirits of demons, working miracles, which go forth to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of Almighty Yahuwah. 

· Revelation 16:16 - And he gathered them together into a place called in the ‘Ibriy language Har-Meggidown. 

  The place name Armageddon, which should gave been rendered as Har-Meggidown, is the name for the hills (‘Ibriy - har) of Meggidown, a place about 60-70 miles northwest of Yeruwshalaim. This place is the staging (gathering) area for the Battle of Yeruwshalaim and NOT the place of the battle itself. So as I stated above there is no such thing as a "Battle of Armageddon" in scripture, but a Battle of, or at, Yeruwshalaim instead.

ZekarYahuw’s (Zechariah) description of the battle at Yeruwshalaim: 

· ZekarYahuw 14:2-9 - For I will gather all nations against Yeruwshalaim to battle and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished, and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. {3} Then shall Yahuwah go forth and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. {4} And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives before Yeruwshalaim on the east and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west. A very great valley! And half of the mountain shall remove toward the north and half of it toward the south. {5} And you shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee, as you fled from before the earthquake in the days of ‘UzziYahuw king of Yahudah. And Yahuwah my ‘Elohiym shall come, and all the saints with you. {6} And it shall come to pass in that day, the light shall not be clear. Dark! {7} But it shall be one day which shall be known to Yahuwah, not day, nor night, but it shall come to pass, at evening time it shall be light. {8} And it shall be in that day living waters shall go out from Yeruwshalaim, half of them toward the Eastern Sea, and half of them toward the Western Sea. In summer and in winter shall it be. {9} And Yahuwah shall be king over all the earth. In that day Yahuwah shall be one, and his name one. 

  The Revelation description of the same battle at Yeruwshalaim: 

· Revelation 19:11-21 (KJV) - And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. {12} His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. {13} And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of Yahuwah. {14} And the armies in the sky followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. {15} And out of his mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of the Almighty Yahuwah. {16} And he has on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND MASTER OF MASTERS. {17} And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together to the supper of the great ‘Elohiym; {18} That you may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all, free and bond, both small and great. {19} And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. {20} And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were thrown alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. {21} And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. 

  You can see from the scriptural accounts that Satan is the perpetrator of this battle and his fate is to be placed in chains for a thousand years after this first of two battles.

· Revelation 20:1-3 - And I saw an angel come down from the sky, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. {2} And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Traducer, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, {3} And threw him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled, and after that he must be loosed a little season. 

  After this event of casting Satan into the pit comes the millennial reign of our Savior and Master on this earth. That will be a time of joy for everybody involved, meaning those who are in obedience to the will of Yahuwah.

  THE FINAL BATTLE - this battle has the characteristics of having certain kings of the earth involved, with Gog and Magog being the ringleaders. It is against a nation that is at rest which definitely is NOT Yisra’el of today, or even of Yisra’el in the foreseeable future. A nation that knows who Yahuwah is, believes, and obeys Him which again does not describe the Yisra’el of today. The Yisra’el spoken of here is the one in which Yahushua is reigning as king. 

  This "battle" never really gets started and Yahuwah destroys the intended attackers with fire from the sky and it happens AFTER Satan is released from his thousand-year imprisonment. FINAL Judgment occurs AFTER this event, and the lake of fire (NOT Hell, which is going to be emptied of its inhabitants and also be cast into the lake of fire) receives those whose names are not in the book life.

  Yechezqe’l’s (Ezekiel) description of the final battle: 

· Yechezqe’l 38 - And the word of Yahuwah came to me, saying, {2} Son of man, set your face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, {3} And say, ‘Thus says the Sovereign Yahuwah, Behold, I am against you, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. {4} And I will turn you back, and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you forth, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armor, a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords. {5} Paras, Kuwsh, and Puwt with them, all of them with shield and helmet. {6} Gomer and all his bands, the house of Togarmah of the north quarters and all his bands, many people with you. {7} You be prepared and prepare for yourself, you and all your company that are assembled to you, and you be a guard to them. {8} After many days you shall be visited. In the latter years you shall come into the land brought back from the sword, gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Yisra’el, which have been always waste. But it is brought forth out of the nations and they shall dwell safely, all of them. {9} You shall ascend and come like a storm, you shall be like a cloud to cover the land, you and all your bands, and many people with you. {10} Thus says the Sovereign Yahuwah, It shall also come to pass, at the same time shall things come into your mind and you shall think an evil thought. {11} And you shall say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages. I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, {12} to take a spoil and to take a prey, to turn your hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations that have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land. {13} Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say to you, "Are you come to take a spoil? Have you gathered your company to take a prey? To carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?" {14} Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog, "Thus says the Sovereign Yahuwah," ‘In that day when my people of Yisra’el dwells safely, shall you not know? {15} And you shall come from your place out of the north parts, you, and many people with you, all of them riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty army. {16} And you shall come up against my people of Yisra’el, as a cloud to cover the land. It shall be in the latter days and I will bring you against my land that the heathen may know me when I shall be sanctified in you, O Gog, before their eyes.’ {17} Thus says the Sovereign Yahuwah, ‘Are you he of whom I have spoken in old time by my servants the prophets of Yisra’el, which prophesied in those days years that I would bring you against them?’ {18} ‘And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of Yisra’el,’ says the Sovereign Yahuwah, ‘My fury shall come up in My face. {19} For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have spoken. Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Yisra’el {20} so that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the sky, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men upon the face of the earth, shall shake at My presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground. {21} And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains,’ says the Sovereign Yahuwah. ‘Every man’s sword shall be against his brother. {22} And I will pronounce sentence against him with pestilence and with blood and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. {23} Thus will I magnify myself and sanctify myself and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am Yahuwah.’ 

The Revelation description of the same battle:> 

· Revelation 20:7-10 - And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison {8} and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. {9} And they went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city and fire came down from Yahuwah out of the sky and devoured them. {10} And the traducer that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, with the beast and the false prophet, and shall be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

Section 3. - The Beast and the Antichrist
  Who or what is this coming "Antichrist" that we hear so much about? What are the attributes of this man people say will rule the world, claiming that he is our "God"? Where in the scriptures do we find the description of this man? Listed below are seven of the attributes that are given to this individual by many "preachers" and other men who "teach" from the "Holy Bible."

a. Attributes of The Beast and the Antichrist: 

1. He will receive a deadly wound in "one of his heads," but has a miraculous recovery. 

· Revelation 13:3 - And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death, and his deadly wound was healed, and all the world wondered after the beast. 

2. He will do miraculous things that will make people believe what he says. 

· Revelation 13:13 - And he does great wonders, so that he makes fire come down from the sky on the earth in the sight of men,

3. He will give people the "mark of the beast." 

· Revelation 13:16 - And he causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads. 

4. He will cause people to worship Satan and himself. 

· Revelation 13:4 - And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast, and they worshipped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?" 

5. He will blaspheme the name of our ‘Elohiym, Yahuwah. 

· Revelation 13:5 - And there was given to him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and power was given to him to continue forty-two months. {6} And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against Yahuwah, to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them that dwell in the sky. 

6. He will make war with the saints of Yahuwah. 

· Revelation 13:7 - And it was given to him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them, and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 

7. He will found a "new" worldwide religion. 

· Revelation 13:8 - And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

  Now let us scripturally examine the seven attributes listed above that people think this "Antichrist" has. There are more, but these few will suffice to make the point of this chapter.

  b. The dragon
  The dragon that is in this prophecy should immediately be recognized as Satan, as can be seen in the two verses below. He is the source of the power for this beast that people keep calling "The Antichrist." Note that Satan is said to have seven heads and ten crowns, while this beast has seven heads and ten horns. As a matter of fact, Satan is the source of the "spirit of antichrist" talked about by Yahuchanan (John) the Apostle (see 1 Yahuchanan 4), just as our ‘Elohiym is the source of the Sacred Spirit. Just as soon as there was Christ, there was the spirit of antichrist. Remember that Christ is from the Greek word meaning, "anointed," or in the ‘Ibriy, Mashiach. (It is also rendered in Daniye’l 9:25 and 26 as Messiah.)

1. Revelation 12:3 - And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 

2. Revelation 12:9 - And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called Diablos, and Satan, that deceives the whole world. He was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

  There is no single entity in scripture that is called "The Antichrist." However there are TWO beasts and a false prophet (plus the dragon, Satan) talked about in the prophecies that are used by these false teachers to prove their contentions. This guy called the "false prophet" MAY be the second beast also, but that isn’t certain. 

  Some of the attributes assigned to this "Antichrist" belong to the first beast, found in Revelation 13:1-10, and some of the attributes belong to the second beast. The second beast and his attributes are found AFTER the first beast’s, in Revelation 13:11-18. 

  The false prophet is mentioned in conjunction with the unclean spirits that gather Satan’s forces for war with the saints of Yahuwah. There are no particular attributes listed for him in Revelation. There are references throughout scripture to a person however that sounds like this guy, and it appears that he will lend his support to the beast to convince people that he is deserving to be called ‘Elohiym. He is definitely another servant of Satan. 

  Whenever you hear people talking about "The Antichrist," what you are hearing about is a conglomeration of these entities mentioned above.

  c. The first beast described: 

· Revelation 13:1-2 - And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. {2} And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. 

  Attributes 1, 4, 5, 6, and 7 belong to the first beast.

  Attribute Number 1: 

· Revelation 13:3 - And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death, and his deadly wound was healed, and all the world wondered after the beast. 

  Attribute Number 4: 

· Revelation 13:4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power to the beast and they worshipped the beast saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?" 

  Attribute Number 5: 

· Revelation 13:5 - And there was given to him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies. And power was given to him to continue forty-two months. {6} And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against Yahuwah, to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them that dwell in the sky. 

  Attribute Number 6: 

· Revelation 13:7 - And it was given to him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them, and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 

  Attribute Number 7: 

· Revelation 13:8 - And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

  d. The second beast described: 

· Revelation 13:11 - And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon. {12} And he exercises all the power of the first beast before him and causes the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast whose deadly wound was healed. 

  Attributes 2 and 3 belong to the second beast. 

Attribute Number 2: 

· Revelation 13:13 - And he does great wonders so that he makes fire come down from the sky on the earth in the sight of men, {14} and deceives them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast saying to them that dwell on the earth that they should make an image to the beast which had the wound by a sword and lived. {15} And he had power to give life to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 

  Attribute Number 3: 

· Revelation 13:16 - And he causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads. {17} And that no man might buy or sell, except he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. {18} Here is wisdom. Let him that has understanding count the number of the beast for it is the number of a man. And his number is six hundred sixty-six. 

  e. The false prophet: 

· Revelation 16:13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. {14} For they are the spirits of demons, working miracles, which go forth to the kings of the earth and of the whole world to gather them to the battle of that great day of ‘Elohiym Almighty. {15} Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watches and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame. {16} And he gathered them together into a place called in the ‘Ibriy language Har-Meggidown. 

  Note that these spirits of demons go forth with the purpose of bringing those who follow the second beast to a place called in the English "Armageddon." Many people teach and believe that this is the location of "the great final battle before the end of the world." As you saw before, nothing could be further from the truth.

  Before Yahushua starts His thousand-year reign, the first beast, the second beast, and the false prophet will have their fling at ruling the world. Yahushua will destroy them all, and send them to the lake of fire (not hell), and Satan is placed in chains in the bottomless pit for the thousand years of Yahushua’s earthly reign. Later on, after Satan is released to stir things up as much as he can, the FINAL BATTLE (but it won’t be much of a battle) will come. Yahuwah will destroy Satan’s forces with fire from the sky, and Satan will join his friends in the lake of fire, where death and she’owl (hell) will also be thrown.

  Many people have a picture of Satan as an evil appearing man, dressed in a red suit, with a forked tail, horns, and a pitchfork. They also think that the first beast, second beast, and false prophet will be so horrible looking that anyone could recognize them as evil. 

  Don’t you believe that for a second! People are going to willingly worship both beasts. They are willingly going to receive the beasts’ mark. They are going to listen to the false prophet and willingly believe that he is telling them the truth. They are willingly going to believe that the second beast is Yahuwah. On the outside he is going to be a compassionate, gentle, and beautiful person. No one will penetrate his disguise for awhile. So you be looking for a person who literally saves the world from some great disaster and is counted as one of mankind’s greatest heroes. That person is likely to be the second beast. Beware. Pray that you die in Yahushua before he comes.

  f. So who is "The Antichrist"?
  As you can see if you have been paying attention, there is no such person in scripture. There are evil forces that together are going to accomplish the things that are prophesied, and these forces all have the spirit of antichrist, but they are not an individual entity called "The Antichrist." 

  I believe that the beginning of sorrows Yahushua talked about in Markos 13:5-8 has already started. It is very probable that the organization comprising the first beast is already in place, and the persons who are the second beast and/or the false prophet are already alive on the earth even though they are not yet identified as such. So quit looking for this person called "The Antichrist," and pay attention to what is going on around you. There is nothing that you can do and nothing that you should do to cause things to be any different. The plan that is coming to fruition is the plan of Yahuwah the Father. There is nothing that you can or should attempt do to alter that plan, or you’ll be found fighting against Yahuwah and that is not a good place to be found.

  The only thing for the individual to do, that it is imperative that they do, is to get into the body of Yahushua (the assembly) by obeying the scripture (see Acts 2:37-38, Rhomaios 6, Acts 22:16) and being washed in the blood of Yahushua haMashiach. Then, be found doing the will of Yahuwah when the time comes. Therein lies salvation. Nowhere else.

Section 1. - The Battle in Heaven
  a. The Fall of Satan
  There is a lot of controversy concerning the "battle in heaven" between the forces of our ‘Elohiym and the forces of Satan. This controversy is like so many others in that men have decided what they want to believe about something and then refuse to look at the evidence as presented. The only direct mentions of this event in the scriptures are found in Yasha’Yahuw 14, Yechezqe’l 28, and Revelation 12.

  Using these same three passages, and fragments of the supporting evidence that they can use to reinforce their particular stand, many different men, scholars and common men alike, have developed many different theories about when the described event will occur or did occur. And some even say that it is occurring right now.

  If we are to believe the observations found in Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible for instance, according to Revelation 12 this event is still somewhere in the future during the "time of the tribulation." Some members of the Southern Baptist Convention teach that this battle occurred millennia before the creation of the "heavens" and the earth, and that is when "Lucifer" became "Satan." Many other well-known and generally respected "Bible" authorities have widely divergent views concerning this same event.

  After all of the so very well educated experts get through picking each others theories apart, reinforcing their own, and in general making nuisances of themselves, their credibility reaches such low points in the minds of those who would really know the truth that everything else these so called experts say becomes suspect too. This is bad, insofar as in our distrust of what they are saying, we may discard the truth with the error. But it is also good, because insofar as our individual salvation and our relationship with our Master are concerned, we dare not take any man’s word for what is the truth.

  Man can offer some guidance to us in our search for the truth, but what we believe is ultimately our responsibility. So we must be very careful to test everything we hear, are told, and read, concerning the things of our ‘Elohiym.

  This author claims no special insight into scripture, but I do make the statement that if it is Yahuwah’s will, I and anybody can determine for ourselves what is meant through the reading and studying of the book of the word of Yahuwah under the tutelage of the His Spirit. For anyone to do this, however, they must be truly seeking Yahuwah, as we know that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him in truth. If there is something that they need a man’s help with, Yahuwah knows this in advance and will send them the man they need to show them what they need to be shown and when they need to be shown just as He sent Philippos to the eunuch. But they need to be careful to test whoever shows up when they are in need to ensure that it’s the one Yahuwah sent and not one of Satan’s devices.

  In order to prove or disprove what follows, you will need a copy of the scripture (I recommend the King James Version until such time as the Restored Name Scripture becomes fully available.1) and be willing to study the referenced verses and all the surrounding verses to ensure that correct context is adhered to. You also need a Strong’s Dictionary or some other good lexicon with the original scripture languages to ensure the English words you are seeing in whatever translation you use are really what the original words meant. Be very careful that once you have a grasp on the meaning of a word that you do not allow somebody to twist those words to mean something else. 

· Yasha’Yahuw (Isaiah) 14:1 - For Yahuwah will have mercy on Ya’aqob (Jacob), and will yet choose Yisra’el and set them in their own land, and the strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to the house of Ya’aqob. 

  This passage is the start of some very interesting reading, and is obviously future, from the time that it was written, and it should be recognized as pertaining to the reign of Yahushua. The strangers are non-Yisra’eliy by birth, who become Yisra’eliy by the shed blood of Yahushua. Read at least the rest of this chapter and notice that Yahushua continually says, "I will" "I shall," and Yasha’Yahuw keeps saying future tense things also, such as, "they shall" do this or that, and this or that "shall come to pass." 

  The reasons for the punishment that Satan must face are past tense, but when that punishment is to occur is always future tense. 

· Yechezqe’l 28:1-10 The word of Yahuwah came again to me saying, "Son of man, say unto the prince of Tsor, thus says the Master Yahuwah, ‘Because your heart is lifted up, and you have said, I am ‘Elohiym. I sit in the seat of ‘Elohiym, in the midst of the seas. Yet you are a man, and not ‘Elohiym, though you set your heart as the heart of ‘Elohiym. Behold! You are wiser than Daniye’l! There is no secret that they can hide from you. With your wisdom and with your understanding you have gotten you riches and have gotten gold and silver into your treasuries. By your great wisdom and by your traffic you have increased your riches and your heart is lifted up because of your riches.’ Therefore thus says the Sovereign Yahuwah, ‘Because you have set your heart as the heart of ‘Elohiym, behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon you, the terrible of the nations, and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom and they shall defile your brightness. They shall bring you down to the pit and you shall die the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas. Will you yet say before him that slays you, I am ‘Elohiym? But you shall be a man, and not ‘Elohiym, in the hand of him that slays you. You shall die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers,’ for I have spoken it, says the Sovereign Yahuwah." 

  The same thing applies here as to that which applies to the passage from Yasha’Yahuw, above. Read this entire chapter, the preceding chapter, and the following chapter. Make sure that what you understand from these chapters is what Yahuwah intended you to understand. Take careful note of the separation of the future tense and the past tense. Just like Yasha’Yahuw, the past tense refers to the things that require punishment and the future tense refers to when that punishment will be delivered.

  b. The Actual Battle and Events Surrounding it 

Revelation 12 

· Verse 1
And there appeared a great wonder in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars . . . 

  This is nation of Yisra’el (Israel). The stars in the crown are the twelve tribes of Yisra’el.

· Verse 2
And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 

  This is the coming of haMashiach (the Anointed) as Yahushua.

· Verse 3
And there appeared another wonder in the sky, and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 

  This is Satan.

· Verse 4
And his tail drew the third part of the stars of the sky, and cast them to the earth, and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered to devour her child as soon as it was born. 

  Satan would try to destroy the Anointed while He was still a child and before Satan thought He had gained enough strength to overcome him.

· Verse 5
And she brought forth a man-child Who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron, and her child was caught up to ‘Elohiym and to His throne. 

  Satan failed, of course. Yahushua was brought forth and is haMashiach. He triumphed, and now sits on the right hand of our ‘Elohiym.

· Verse 6
And the woman fled into the wilderness where she hath a place prepared of ‘Elohiym that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred-sixty days. 

  The earthbound portion of His assembly (Yisra’el) was put in a place of safety to await His return. 

· Verse 7
And there was war in the sky! Miyka’el and his angels fought against the dragon and the dragon fought and his angels, {8} and did not prevail. Neither was their place found any more in the sky. {9}And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called Diablos and Satan, that deceives the whole world. He was cast out into the earth and his deputies were cast out with him. 

  This is the battle that the controversy is all about.

· Verse 10
And I heard a loud voice in the sky saying, "Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our ‘Elohiym, and the power of his Anointed, for the accuser of our brothers is cast down, which accused them before our ‘Elohiym day and night." 

  The servants of Yahushua NOW (at this time) had the power, as per Yahuwah’s plan, to bar Satan from any further association with them. Obviously they did not care for the association, as they called him the "accuser of our brothers." Notice to whom Satan was making the accusations and where he was making them. He has access to the throne of Yahuwah until this time, so this could not have happened millennia ago nor is it going to be a future event. Note that the loud voice said, "NOW (at this time, or when the blood was available) is come salvation."

· Verse 11
And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony and they did not love their lives to the death. 

  The servants of Yahushua were empowered by the blood of Yahushua, and without that shed blood, could not have had the power to overcome Satan. We know when His blood was shed, so therefore we can know about when this battle occurred.

· Verse 12
Therefore rejoice, you skies, and you that dwell in them. Woe to those who live on the earth and in the sea for Diablos (Satan) is come down to you having great wrath, because he knows that he has but a short time. 

  Up until this stated eviction took place, Satan had the liberty to go back and forth, wherever he wanted to go. Prior to his eviction he was accusing the brothers before Yahuwah daily, so he wasn’t confined to the earth as he is today. In the book of ‘Iyowb (Job) we are told that he came "with the Sons of ‘Elohiym" before the throne, and said that he had been walking around on the earth, so this shows that he was at liberty to come and go well after the creation. The above verse says that Satan is come down to us and can no longer appear before Yahuwah and His throne. It does NOT say that he will be coming here later, but that he has come already, so the battle has been already been fought and is not a future event, as supposed by Mr. Dake. Now he is restricted to the earth and is not very happy about it. (According to the apostle Keph he is "walking around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.")

· Verse 13
And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman that brought forth the man-child. {14} And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. {15} And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. {16} And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood that the dragon cast out of his mouth. {17} And the dragon was wroth with the woman and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, that keep the commandments of ‘Elohiym, and have the testimony of Yahushua haMashiach. 

  This woman is the picture of the assembly that Yahushua founded and is building, which is a modernization and continuance of the assembly that was Yisra’el under the law of Mosheh, but with the different precepts of law. He said the gates of she’owl shall not prevail against it and so they shall not. (Look up the word "prevail.") He did not mean that Satan will not be able to cause the assembly a lot of grief. He said and meant that Satan cannot win.

  This is what Yahushua said about Satan falling, and when it would occur.

  Indeterminate tense in the Greek:

· Loukas 10:18 - And he said to them, "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from the sky." 

 Present or near future tense in the Greek:

· Yahuchanan (John) 12:31 - Now (at this time) is the judgment of this world. Now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 

· Yahuchanan 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you, for the prince of this world comes and has nothing in me. 

· Yahuchanan 16:11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

  I contend that what you have just read says plainly that this battle occurred at or shortly after the death, burial, and resurrection of Yahushua. Since Satan was ejected by the power of the blood, and we know that the blood was shed early in the first century at the death of the Testator, it follows that Satan’s eviction, and therefore the battle, had to occur around that time, or less than 2000 years ago. 

Section 5. - Final Judgment 

· Revelation 20:12-15 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before Yahuwah, and the books were opened. And another book was opened, which is of life, and the dead were judged out of those things that were written in the books according to their works. {13} And the sea gave up the dead that were in it and death and she’owl delivered up the dead that were in them and they were judged every man according to their works. {14} And death and she’owl were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death. {15} And whoever was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

  Please take careful notice that this FINAL JUDGMENT occurs AFTER the real FINAL BATTLE, and that is sometime AFTER the earthly thousand-year reign of Yahushua. Also note that she’owl (Hell) is emptied and destroyed, so she’owl CANNOT be the eternal place of punishment or punishing. That role is reserved for the lake of fire and brimstone and NOT she’owl.

 

CHAPTER XIII

SOME STRONG MEAT

  This chapter deals with subjects that many people who claim to be Christian do not like to talk about for various reasons. Some consider these subjects to be outside the realm of their faith and just don’t want to hear it. Others think that it is new age, satanic, or maybe even worse. Yet scripture is rife with clear examples of these subjects and the only way they can not be part of someone’s scriptural knowledge and awareness is that those people are not alert to what scripture has to say about them. Usually if people dismiss these subjects out of hand then they also will dismiss most of the other scripture that does not meet with the approval of their "preacher" out of hand also. They will never open their eyes and ask questions of themselves about what they believe and why, but just blindly follow some man down the path to destruction. So read, study, and understand.

  The first subject, reincarnation, is one that scripture alludes to in many places. It is not the eastern form of reincarnation, and that word reincarnation, because of the mysticism that has come to be attached to it, now pushes buttons with many people who hear it. Some people will just literally turn their hearing off when that word, reincarnation, is mentioned in any setting. That is a shame, as reincarnation and resurrection are one and the same thing. 

Section 1. - Reincarnation? What's that?
  Many people see that word reincarnation and immediately think of people who believe that when their uncle died that he would come back to life on the earth as a bull (or some other animal). While there are religions that teach that, there are also some that teach that after death the disembodied spirit can pick and choose what kind of body they come back in, animal or mineral. Some of those teach that the disembodied spirit has no choice but is directed to some physical body based on deeds done in the last life, or "karma."

  Most people have the idea that reincarnation is something mystical and of the new age genre, but in fact this concept has been around in many forms since the dawn of recorded history. Looking in secular documents of myth and legend, you will find many stories of heroes, and sometimes ordinary people, being reincarnated after their physical deaths. How many of them are true? Well, it's up to you to read those stories and make your own determination.

  Meanings of words
  Everything we know, think we know, and believe is based on words and our understanding of their meanings. Without understanding the meanings of words we cannot communicate with each other or understand anything we read. Misunderstanding the meanings of words is the primary cause of ignorance and sometimes leads to even worse. 

  Look at the perfectly acceptable and useful word "niggardly," for instance. That word means stingy, but some overly sensitive black people and politically correct liberal freaks have erroneously associated it with the word "nigger" (which itself is derived from negro which means "black" in many languages) that is looked upon as a racial slur. So now this perfectly acceptable word niggardly is considered impolite and itself a racial slur. See what I mean? Not knowing the meaning of a word can lead to disastrous results.

  With that in mind let us get a little technical about the meaning of words associated with the subject of this article for just a moment. 

  The base of the word reincarnate is "carnal," which literally means "of the physical body or flesh." The word "incarnate" means that a living physical and fleshly body is inhabited by a spirit. If that spirit had ever been incarnate before, or in another physical body, then "reincarnate" is how that ex-disembodied spirit got into that next living body, and "reincarnation" is what the process is called. Very simple. No magic. No voodoo. Nothing but a living spirit inhabiting a living body of flesh.

  So what should we believe about reincarnation? 

  Only what we can find, if anything, in scripture. That is the book that deals with matters spiritual and the only place any real spiritual answers can be found. Regression hypnosis for the purpose of determining "past lives" makes very interesting reading, but there is too much uncertainty about the human psyche and its ability to invent stories to satisfy the questioner to really accept it as positive proof at this time. Maybe someday if the uncertainty factor is satisfactorily resolved then it would be acceptable as a proof.

  Very young children who spontaneously express remembrance of past lives, and there are many, are strong evidence too. But again, there is no way to prove that reincarnation is actually the cause of their memories. Other factors could be at work in those instances. 

  Should we believe that people who die do reincarnate as animals? 

  Not a chance! That's nowhere to be found in scripture. 

  How about rocks or stones? 

  Same answer. 

  Evidence of Reincarnation in the Scripture
  So if there is evidence of reincarnation in scripture, let us go look and see if we can find it, but let us first make sure that we are not trying to find passages of scripture to defend or "prove" a predetermined doctrine. Let the scripture speak for itself.

  What we will be looking for here are passages of scripture, in context, that speak of any spirit entering any living body for any reason. Let us look for passages that may be prophecy about the return of an individual to this earth sometime after his physical death (excluding Yahushua as an example), some that may deal with past events, and others that may deal with more immediate events.

  Future Cases:
  Zerubbabel as someone unnamed who is to return in the last days: 

· Chaggay (Haggai) 2:21-23 - Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Yahudah saying, ‘I will shake the skies and the earth. {22} I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms. I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen. I will overthrow the chariots, those that ride in them, and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother.’ {23} In that day," says Yahuwah of hosts," I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son of She'altiy'el," says Yahuwah, "and will make you as a signature ring, for I have chosen you," says Yahuwah of hosts.

  Zerubbabel is one of the two witnesses spoken of in Revelation chapter 11 who will return to this earth at some time in the future.

  Yahuchanan (the apostle) as someone unnamed who is to come in the last days: 

· Revelation 10:11 - And He said to me, "You must prophesy again before many peoples, nations, languages, and kings." 

  Yahuchanan is the other witness spoken of in Revelation chapter 11.

  The only way this can happen is if these two men are reincarnated, or return to earth in a physical body. What physical body they come back in is not of any importance. It may be the same one they had when they were on the earth before, or it may be a completely different one. They may be placed on the earth by Yahuwah as adults or they may be born of woman and grow up as a normal human does. The fact remains that these two men will be reincarnated.

  Past cases:
  Yahuchanan (John) the Immerser (Baptist) as 'Eli’Yahuw (Elijah - Elias): 

· Mal'akiy 4:5 - Behold, I will send you 'Eli’Yahuw the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of Yahuwah {6} and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the sons and the heart of the sons to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

· MattithYahuw (Matthew) 11:11-15 - Verily I say unto you, among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than Yahuchanan the Immerser. Notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of the sky is greater than he. {12} And from the days of Yahuchanan the Immerser until now the kingdom of the sky suffers violence and the violent take it by force, {13} for all the prophets and the law prophesied until Yahuchanan. {14} And if you will receive it, this is 'Eli’Yahuw (Elias or Elijah) which was to come. {15} He that has ears to hear, let him hear. (See also MattithYahuw 17:10-13, Markos 9:11-13) 

  The English word risen, above, is translated from the Greek word egeiro, which means to waken (trans. or intrans.), i.e. rouse (literally from sleep, from sitting or lying, from disease, or from death. This is the same Greek word that is used to describe the rising of Yahushua after His death and burial. Yahushua also used another word to describe what He was going to do. That word is anistemi, which means to stand up (literally or figuratively). Where the word "resurrection" is used, it is rendered from the word anastasis, which means a standing up again, i.e. (literally) a resurrection from death. 

  Something to think about here is if this concept was not a common belief at the time, why does the language have so many different words to describe the different aspects of it?

· MattithYahuw 17:10-12 - And his disciples asked him saying, "Why then do the scribes say that 'Eli’Yahuw must first come?" {11} And Yahushua answered and said to them, "‘Eli’Yahuw truly shall first come and restore all things. {12} But I say to you that 'Eli’Yahuw is come already and they did not know him but have done to him whatsoever they determined. Likewise also shall the Son of Man suffer of them." 

  Pretty strong words about the return to a physical body of the spirit of 'Eli’Yahuw. Note carefully that he was in a different body than the one he had before too. He was born of woman and grew up as all other humans do. This is a classic case of a disembodied spirit assuming a new physical body through the process of being physically born into it. A process we know as reincarnation.

· Yahuchanan 9:1-4 - And as Yahushua passed by, He saw a man that was blind from his birth. {2} And his disciples asked Him, saying, "Master, who sinned? This man or his parents, that he was born blind?" {3} Yahushua answered, "Neither has this man sinned nor his parents, but that the works of Yahuwah should be made manifest in him. {4} I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day. The night comes when no man can work." 

  Since this man was BORN blind, when did he have opportunity to commit sin? Certainly not in the womb! If his condition had been caused by sin he had to live before in a condition where he could have committed sin, which so far as anybody knows, is in a physical body. Notice that Yahushua treated this as a valid question and gave it a valid answer. He did not rebuke His disciples for asking a question dealing with reincarnation giving the concept more credibility. (His parents could have been the cause, because of the second commandment.)

  General statements and events indicating or confirming reincarnation:
  The following scriptural passages show that the idea of reincarnation was prevalent in Yisra'el well over 2000 thousand years ago. People talked about people coming back to this earth in another body as an everyday subject. 

· 1 Shemu'el (Samuel) 2:6 - Yahuwah kills and makes alive. He brings down to the grave and brings up. 

· Psalms 71:20 - Which has shown me great and sore troubles, shall quicken me again (bring me back to life in a physical body), and shall bring me up again from the depths of the earth (she'owl, hades, or hell, which is the abode of the dead until the second death spoken of in Revelation 20:14). 

· Psalms 121:8 - Yahuwah shall preserve your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 

· MattithYahuw 16:13-14 - When Yahushua came into the borders of Kaisareia Philippoi, he asked his disciples saying, "Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am?" {14} And they said, "Some Yahuchanan the Immerser, some 'Eli’Yahuw, and others YirmeYahuw (Jeremiah), or one of the prophets." 

  Note that Yahushua asked the question that sounds like He wanted to know who everybody thought He had been before this incarnation. The disciples had no qualms about relating to Him what they were hearing on the street.

· Markos 6:14-16 - And king Herodes heard of him (for his name was spread abroad) and he said that Yahuchanan the Immerser was risen from the dead and therefore mighty works do show forth themselves in him. {15} Others said that it is 'Eli’Yahuw. And others said that it is a prophet, or as one of the prophets. {16} But when Herodes heard of it he said, "It is Yahuchanan whom I beheaded. He is risen from the dead." (See also Loukas 9:7-8) 

· Yahuchanan 1:21-23 - And they asked him, "What then? Are you 'Eli’Yahuw?" And he said, "I am not." "Are you that prophet?" And he answered, "No." {22} Then they said to him, "Who are you that we may give an answer to them that sent us? What do you say for yourself?" {23} He said, "I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of Yahuwah,’ as said the prophet Yasha'Yahuw." 

  Yahuchanan was not 'Eli’Yahuw. He was Yahuchanan. But the spirit inhabiting the body WAS the same one that had inhabited the body known as 'Eli’Yahuw.

· Galates 6:7 - Do not be deceived. Yahuwah is not mocked. For whatsoever a man sows that shall he also reap. (See Revelation 13:10, below) 

· Revelation 13:10 - He that leads into captivity shall go into captivity. He that kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 

  If people do not return to a physical body to live again sometime after death, how then can the above passages be true? We know of many instances where bloody murderers have died in bed, peacefully, and surrounded by their loved ones.

  The two primary religious sects of the Yahudiym that were around when Yahushua was walking the earth were the Par’osh (Pharisees) and the Tsadok (Sadduccees). The biggest difference in the two were that the Par’osh believed in resurrection (reincarnation) and the Tsadok did not. The Tsadok denied it, but the Par’osh not only believed it, they also taught it and lived their lives in the consideration of its truth.

· Acts 23:8 - For the Tsadok say that there is no resurrection (anastasis), neither angel, nor spirit, but the Par’osh confess both. 

  Some positive indications of disincarnate spirits incarnating into an existing physical body are the stories of the dumb (mute) spirit (MattithYahuw 9:32-33), the spirit that left his "house" (MattithYahuw 12:43-45, Loukas 11:24-26), the boy with the evil spirit (Markos 9:17-22), the man in the tombs at Gadarenes (Markos 5 and Loukas 8), and the girl who was possessed with a spirit of divination (Acts 16:16-18). Some will say that these are clearly possessions by demons, and except for the girl, they would be right. Remember however that a "demon" is in fact an unclean or evil spirit and these stories do show that there is a mechanism in place for a spirit, regardless of its affiliation, to leave and enter a physical body. What is the difference in possession of a body by an evil (unclean) spirit and possession of a body by a clean spirit anyway?

  Immediate Considerations:   And finally, the words of Yahushua in the book of the end times sums it all up.

· Revelation 3:12 - Him that overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of My 'Elohiym and he shall go out no more. And I will write upon him the name of My 'Elohiym and the name of the city of My 'Elohiym, which is new Yeruwshalaim, which comes down out of the sky from My 'Elohiym, and I will write upon him My new name. 

  If you have any further interest in this subject, I have available a pamphlet of a few pages that show many of the scriptural passages concerning reincarnation. To get a copy, log on to my web page at http://www.considerthis.net or send me a letter care of the publisher and let me know you want one. I will be glad to forward it to you by return email or postal service.

Section 2. - UFO’s in the scripture
  This subject is another one that most people have come to believe only weirdoes and kooks pay any attention to. In some cases that is certainly true and especially when it is stated that these UFO’s are space vehicles, time dimension apparitions, etc., by people who no more know what they are than the man in the moon. By the definition I will use here UFO merely means something that appears to have self-motive power and is seen in the sky which the observer cannot identify. In other words, an unidentified flying object.

  I make no claim to have any information on the source, construction, or power used by these things, but I will say that they have been reported by so many qualified observers in so many diverse places that it is hard to deny their existence. As the old saw goes, if this was a murder case there would have been a hanging long since.

  There are many appearances of apparent vehicles, and even objects that are described as vehicles by the writers, in scripture. In some cases things have been described that sound very much like a modern day UFO but the description by the writer is in terms understood better by a non-technical minded society. This is especially true in the case of what Yechezqe'l (Ezekiel) first saw by the river and later on in other locations too. Properly translated, what he called it was "the splendor of Yahuwah."

  Below is a case that fits the description I give above. Read it and see what you think it was. I personally don’t know what it was, but I can say with some certainty what it was not.

  The Star of Bayith Lechem
  This subject requires some effort on your part in reading the scripture and thinking about what you have read. Below is the second chapter of MattithYahuw. Please read it completely and carefully. Then we will discuss verse by verse some of the very important things which are contained therein and which have been much misconstrued and distorted.



· MattithYahuw 2
When Yahushua was born in Bayith Lechem of Yahudah in the days of Herodes the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Yeruwshalaim {2} saying, "Where is He that is born King of the Yahudiym? For we have seen his star in the east and are come to worship him." {3} When Herodes the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Yeruwshalaim with him. {4} And when he had gathered all the chief ministers and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where the Anointed should be born. {5} And they said to him, "In Bayith Lechem of Yahudah, for thus it is written by the prophet, {6} "And you Beyth Lechem, in the land of Yahudah, are not the least among the princes of Yahudah. For out of you shall come a Governor that shall rule my people Yisra’el." {7} Then Herodes, when he had secretly called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. {8} And he sent them to Bayith Lechem and said, "Go and search diligently for the young child and when you have found him, come and tell me that I may come and worship him also." {9} When they had heard the king, they departed, and lo the star which they saw in the east, went before them until it came and stood over where the young child was. {10} When they saw the star, they rejoiced with very great joy. {11} And when they were come into the house they saw the young child with Miryam his mother and fell down and worshipped him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented to him gifts of gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. {12} And being warned of Yahuwah in a dream that they should not return to Herodes, they departed into their own country by another route. {13} And when they were departed, behold, the messenger of Yahuwah appeared to Yowseph in a dream saying, "Arise and take the young child and His mother and flee into Mitsrayim and stay there until I bring you word, for Herodes will seek the young child to destroy him." {14} When he arose, he took the young child and His mother by night and departed into Mitsrayim {15} and was there until the death of Herodes that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of Yahuwah by the prophet saying, "Out of Mitsrayim I have called my Son." {16} Then Herodes, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was extremely angry and sent forth and murdered all the children that were in Bayith Lechem and in all the boundaries thereof from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. {17} Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by YirmeYahuw the prophet saying, {18} "In Ramah was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and would not be comforted, because they are not." {19} But when Herodes was dead, behold, a messenger of Yahuwah appeared in a dream to Yowseph in Mitsrayim {20} saying, "Arise and take the young child and his mother and go into the land of Yisra’el, for they are dead which sought the young child’s life." {21} And he arose and took the young child and his mother and came into the land of Yisra’el. {22} But when he heard that Archelaos reigned in Yahudah in the room of his father Herodes, he was afraid to go there. Notwithstanding, being warned of Yahuwah in a dream, he turned aside into Galiyl {23} and he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, "He shall be called a Nazarene." 

  The major points of discussion will be centered around the words/phrases below and their meanings. Note that the definitions given are from the Strong’s Greek dictionary.

  wise men
  G3097. magos (mag’-os) - of for. or. [H7248]; a Magian, i.e. Oriental scientist; by impl. a magician:--sorcerer, wise man.

  star
  G792. aster (as-tare’) - prob. from the base of G4766; a star (as strown over the sky), lit. or fig.:--star.

  young child
  G3813. paidion (pahee-dee’-on) - neut. dimin. of G3816; a childling (of either sex), i.e. (prop.) an infant, or (by extens.) a half-grown boy or girl; fig. an immature Christian:--(little, young) child, damsel.

  house
  G3614. oikia (oy-kee’-ah) - from G3624; prop. residence (abstr.), but usually (concr.) an abode (lit. or fig.); by impl. a family (espec. domestics):--home, house (-hold).

Verses 1 and 2:
  Go outside tonight after dark, look toward the east and find a star in the sky. Any star will do. Then just watch that star. What you will see happen after some time is that the star’s position will appear to change. It will be traveling westward at a speed of approximately 1,000 MPH, which just happens to be the speed at which the earth rotates. So the apparent motion of the star is really the rotational motion of the earth. The star is so far away from you that it would take a displacement of many light years before the angular change was sufficient for you to detect it. So what the Magi saw and followed was not a star in the sense of the stellar nuclear furnaces like our sun, but something else entirely. 

  Let me ask you two questions now. 

  One, how many wise men are mentioned in the above chapter of MattithYahuw? 

  Two, how many of the mentioned "wise men" were at haMashiach’s birth? 

Verse 3:
  Herodes was troubled because anyone claiming to be the king of Yahudah threatened his own reign and the succession of his heirs to that throne. Sufficient reason to be concerned, don’t you think?

Verses 4, 5, and 6:
  When Herodes asked the administrators where haMashiach would be born according to scripture, he unwittingly confirmed that Yahushua is haMashiach. He forced them to produce the scripture (Miykah 2:5) which Yahushua fulfilled in its entirety.

Verses 7 and 8:
  Herodes determined exactly when they had seen this "star" and so knew the approximate date of Yahushua’s birth. He then deceitfully sent them to find Him so he could kill Him.

Verses 9 and 10:
  So they saw the "star" again and this time followed it to their destination. Take note that when you tried to follow your star that you had no success. Yet this "star" actually went "before them" and guided them to a specific spot on the earth.

  Go back outside and find your star again. Then try to find a point, such as a house or even a city, directly beneath it.

  Once again, the stellar distance of your star from the earth precludes your doing this. Any movement you make toward an object on the earth will not diminish the angle between it, you, and the star to any perceptible extent.

  So what was the Star of Bayith Lechem? I don’t know. I do know that it was definitely not a star that was outside the atmosphere of this planet. It had to be an object that was bright, ergo it was called a star, and it had to be at a low enough altitude inside the atmosphere to be able to determine with some degree of accuracy exactly where it was. 

Verse 11:
  So they found haMashiach, gave Him gifts, and worshipped Him. 

  How old was haMashiach when they first saw Him? Look carefully at what is stated in the chapter. He and His mother were in a HOUSE and not a stable. So when these guys saw Him it was NOT at His birth but around some two years later. He was NOT a babe in swaddling clothes by this time as shown in all the manger scenes at the pagan celebration of Christmas, but a rambunctious two-year-old.

  This is the first time the wise men have seen him, so the answer to the first question above, is NONE! No wise men were at His birth at all. They didn’t see Him until He was around two years old so the nativity scenes you see at the pagan holiday of Christmas are in more error.

Verses 12 through 15:
  The Magi completed their reason for their journey and returned home. Yowseph fled with haMashiach and His mother into Mitsrayim.

  Take note that the only word used to define the wise men is the Greek word "magos" and its variants. There is never any word added to the phrase to quantify them. There may have been two, or three, or three dozen. Nobody knows. All that can be said for certain is that there was more than one.

  The tradition of three is probably adduced from there being three gifts mentioned, but two could have easily given three gifts, or two dozen could have done the same. That number of gifts is not relevant to how many wise men are in this story. 

  So the answer to the second question is, nobody knows. All we can really say is that there were two or more. More error for the nativity scenes when they depict three!

Verses 16 through 18:
  Herodes had "diligently inquired" of the Magi about when they first saw His "star." From the time that they told him they had first seen it, he made the determination that the "young child" was on the order of two years old, or very close to it. This is why he chose this particular age group of boys to murder.

  All of the traditional "manger scenes" are just that. Tradition! There is no truth to much of what they depict.

  For instance, they invariably show a straw roofed hut or lean-to made out of wood and similar to many farm sheds or barn stalls you would see in America. This is what most people think of when they think of a stable. But in early Bayith Lechem it was not so. As a matter of fact, it isn’t always so even today. Grottoes (caves) that abound in that area have traditionally been used as stables by the local people. So haMashiach was more than likely born in a cave than in a stable like we think of. (Note that the so-called Church of the Nativity in Bayith Lechem is built over a cave that was used as stable in the first century CE.)

  Verses 19 through 23:
  These verses have nothing explicit to add to the discussion of His birth but are still interesting in the prophecy that they inevitably fulfill. 



  Fulfilled prophecy is the major determining factor is making the statement that scripture is true. No other book in the history of the world has prophecy like this, and no other book in history has ever had prophecy fulfilled in this manner. To this point, there has not been even one prophecy made in scripture that hasn’t been fulfilled in the exact manner that it was stated. There is some prophecy yet to be fulfilled, but if you look around you at this world, you will see it gathering as the end approaches.

  One point that all who read this should pick up on immediately is that most of the "traditions" of the so-called "church" do NOT match the words of scripture. This is a problem not only with the story of the birth of haMashiach but with many other areas of the scripture also. We must read for ourselves and look at what is really said instead of blindly accepting the tales and fabrications being foisted off on us by Satan and his servants. 

  Remember! You will be judged on what you have personally said, done, and believed. None of the people to whom you are listening to will be able to take the blame for you. There will be no "I didn’t know" excuse when you stand in front of our Creator, as He has provided all the necessary information equally to everyone. 

 

CHAPTER XIV

IF YOU ARE . . .

  Below are some short essays on several different "titles" associated with some religion that people may apply to themselves. If any of them apply to you, read, and heed.

Section 1. – a Christian . . . 
  First, ask yourself, "What is a Christian?" If your answer is "a follower of the Anointed (christos in Greek, mashiach in 'Ibriy)," then you may be on the right track. 

  Now you need to evaluate what you believe and practice and check that against what our Mashiach (His name is Yahushua) actually said and did while He was here on the earth the first time to see if you are REALLY a follower of His. You will need to read and study scripture diligently if you expect to be one of those He is coming to get the second time and to determine if you are in fact in obedience to Him. Remember that He said if you love Him, you will OBEY His commandments (Yahuchanan 14:15). If you really do love Him, you will apply yourself to the learning of His commandments and how to attain to the gracious gift He offers to all who trust AND obey.

  If you are a member of any of the catholic denominations, whether it is Roman, Russian Orthodox, Greek Orthodox, American, or any of the myriad other catholic versions, or even if you are in one of the offshoot denominations of Roman Catholicism who still obey (albeit unknowingly) her dictates and who are called Protestant, you are in serious trouble and not a Christian at all.

  Compare the doctrines of your particular faith against scripture and see if there is anything in them that violates or ignores scriptural commands. If you take an honest look, you are going to find plenty, and just one is all that is needed to send you the wrong way. 

  Some of what you may see will be things like "baptism" as an infant and by the method of pouring water on the person's head, wiping their forehead with a wet rag, or pouring water out of a jug onto their head. This in itself can be shown to be fallacious by understanding what the word "baptizo" means in its language of origin, Greek. It literally means to immerse (cover completely with a fluid) and its root, bapto, means to dip. So therefore "baptism" by any means other than total immersion is unscriptural and those who practice it or have had it administered by any other way are NOT Christians.

  Another similar doctrine is thinking that "to repent" means to "feel sorry for your sins." The Greek word that is translated as repent is "metanoeo" and it literally means to think differently or change your mind. You can be sorry for something without ever changing your ways about doing that thing. Most people are sorry for doing something when they get caught, but that doesn't mean that they won't go do it again first chance they get. That is NOT repentance.

  If you change your mind about doing something, which is what true repentance is all about, you turn your back on those actions for which you are repenting and they are no longer a part of your life. In spiritual terms, that means that you quit living as part of the world and start living as part of Yahuwah's kingdom.

  A particularly odious Roman Catholic doctrine is the one of transubstantiation. They believe that when the "priest" blesses the "host" that it literally becomes the body of Yahushua. The same with the cup. Did you know that "host" in this usage is from Latin and means victim? Most don't. Did you know that if this doctrine is correct, then every time this is done that Yahushua is sacrificed again? 

  Now that is impossible! Once for all as the FINAL sacrifice ('Ibriy 9:26).

  Another obvious problem is the doctrine of "saved by faith alone." Faith in Yahushua is the cornerstone of salvation, but we are saved by grace THROUGH faith. That grace is given only to those who are in obedience to the commandments of our Creator, Yahuwah. You see, even the demons have faith and tremble because they know their end, but they are NOT partakers in salvation.

  Another good example of doctrine that is not scriptural is the teaching and belief that the so-called "Christian Sabbath" is the first day of the week, or the day that is called by the pagan title of Sunday. That day is named Sun-day because it is dedicated to the pagan sun "god" and is still actually called the day of the venerable and unconquerable sun by the pagans.

  Anti-seventh day shabbath (note the spelling) people will tell you that Saturday is named for the pagan "god" Saturn (day of Saturn or Saturday) and therefore is not suitable as day of worship of our Creator. They are right on both counts, but they use this reality in an attempt to refute what Yahuwah did in Genesis 2:2-3, said in Exodus 20:8-11 and 31:16 (if you are a true Christian, you are a son of Yisra'el), and expects us to be doing today. Whether they realize it or not, they are saying that the pope of the Roman Catholic Church had the authority to change the shabbath to the first day and to rename it as the "Christian Sabbath." They conveniently overlook the fact that the name Sun-day is pagan also and therefore "not suitable as day of worship of our Creator" either.

  There are two different ways of "naming" or identifying the days of the week. One way is the common one in use today with the secular calendar that was set up by man. In this method each day starts and ends at midnight by the man-made clock (regardless of whether it is Standard Time or Daylight Time, by the way). The other way is from the beginning and was set up by our Creator. It is the scriptural method of reckoning days from sundown to sundown (Genesis 1). Separate the two methods of reckoning days, stick with the scriptural method, and you will do well.

  Some will tell you that "Saturday" is the real shabbath, but it is really NOT. From the above you can see that "Saturday" starts at midnight "Friday" night and at that time the shabbath of Yahuwah is already a few hours old. When the shabbath ends, "Saturday" still has a few hours to go.

  The real shabbath is the seventh day of the week as defined in scripture and it starts at sundown on the sixth day and ends at sundown on the seventh day.

  Some so-called "Christians" even preach against the "Jew" because he killed "Jesus." First off, there is no one named Jesus in scripture. That name is a perversion of His correct name, Yahushua. To call Him "Jesus" is to call Him by a name He does NOT know. If you are not confessing Him by His real name, will he confess your real name before the Father?

  Yahushua was NOT killed by the Yahudiym (Jews). Are the Yahudiym as a people responsible for His death? Yes! Emphatically! And they accepted that responsibility (Matt 27:25). They are responsible because His death came at their instigation and insistence, but in fact it was the Roman Empire who actually did the deed. 

  Think on this though. If He had not been killed, and killed in the manner He was, would He be the Son of Yahuwah and your Savior? Would scripture have been fulfilled? Would you believe today that you want to go to be with Him when you die? Remember that Yahushua IS a Yahudiy by birth!

  If you are a true Christian, YOU are also a Yahudiy, but by adoption. You have been grafted in by grace and are a fellowcitizen with those of Yisra'el. They are your brothers now and will forever be. Everything that happened then was of Yahuwah and they were not in control of it. They did as they had to do and I bless them for it. The day is coming soon when they will realize their error and know how wrong they were. They will truly repent and be grafted back in to their own rootstock, Yisra'el. So get off their case and start supporting them in their fight against Satan and the offspring of Esau as they begin the prophesied return to the land of their fathers.

Section 2. - a Protestant Preacher . . .
  Questions for you that I will ask but you should have already asked yourself

  First, were you aware that a true "preacher of the gospel" is in fact an evangelist and that by definition they move around from place to place proclaiming the good news of Yahuwah (our Father) and setting up new congregations? They do NOT accept a "job" at one locality and then preach to the same group of people twice every Sunday and again on Wednesday night. They also do not move to progressively larger congregations as part of their career path. Neither do they accept a salary, parsonage, car, and all the other accouterments that accrue to modern "preachers."

  If you did not know this, look at the examples found in scripture. There is ample support for the above statement there.

  Are you not aware that your position in that "church" is a composite of several of the offices and gifts that the true assembly has? For instance, being the "head" (and most likely the ONLY) speaker in the assembly, is not even scriptural. In scripture every male member was encouraged to share his thoughts with the entire assembly. The only ones who did the primary speaking were the apostles, and they were NOT tied to a single local congregation. So the "job" you have preaching is actually one that belongs to an apostle. Are you an apostle of Yahuwah? I didn’t think so!

  "Ministering" to the members of the congregation by visiting the sick, etc., is a function that ALL members of the congregation are supposed to be doing, and not just one of their paid employees.

  Overseeing the operation of the congregation belongs to the "Elders" who have been basically raised in the congregation. Does that apply to you? 

  Do you preach the gospel of Yahushua haMashiach every time you have a service? If so, why? Are there so many people in your congregation who have not heard the good news that you have to keep telling them about it? Surely by now some of them must be in the mode of learning other points of scripture as the author of the letter to the 'Ibriy (Hebrews) stated so succinctly ('Ibriy 6:1-3). Where does scripture say there has to be a sermon every day of worship anyway? If it does say that anywhere, I sure haven’t been able to find it. What I see happening on the shabbath is the congregation of immersed believers coming together to fellowship with each other and not to listen to a paid employee haranguing them.

  So if you did not grow up in the congregation where you are but instead were assigned there by the headquarters for your denomination, or you were hired by a delegation from the congregation, or you accept an agreed upon salary for your services and have some kind of retirement plan, then shame on you. 

  Search the scriptures and see if your "job description" is covered there. You know that it is not.

  Do you "pastor" a so-called "Bible" believing "church?" 

  If your answer to that is yes, the first thing I will tell you is that you are flat wrong. To begin with, if it is of haMashiach, it is NOT a church, it is an ASSEMBLY. Next, why are you not obeying and following the scripture yourself? How can you be teaching the scripture in its fullness and correctly when you yourself are in so much error? Don't you really believe the scripture? All of the scripture? Are you afraid you will be fired by the people who hired you? Why are you picking and choosing the passages that support your denomination's doctrine and ignoring the ones that refute it? You must accept, believe, and teach the scripture in its entirety or be guilty of apostasy!

  Are you not aware that all of the titles applied to your position by ignorant people such as Preacher, Reverend, etc., and except those that translate accurately from the Greek episkope and diakoneo, are invalid and not offices within the assembly at all? If you did not know this, check out 1 Timotheos 3 and Titos 1. Given there are all the requirements to be a "bishop" (an overseer) or "deacon" (a waiter at tables or other menial duties) in the assembly. It also gives their basic duties and responsibilities. Note that none of those responsibilities include preaching to a dead-eared congregation three times a week. 

  Do you believe that the Ten Commandments are valid today? Are they hanging on a wall in your building? If so, why do you not observe them as they are written? Do you think Yahuwah didn't mean for those commandments to apply to you? Or maybe you thought they were Ten Suggestions?

  If you teach that the Christian Sabbath is Sunday contrary to those commandments, call our Savior by the pagan title Lord or the impossible name of Jesus, and call His Father by the pagan titles of Lord or God, double shame on you. You will be held doubly responsible for leading those poor ignorant people into perdition.

Conclusion
  Protestantism started off with the reformers of the 16th century as a movement that was to bring a lot of light into the world via their "protesting" against the Roman Catholic Church’s terrible sins against the Creator and humanity. But that "protest" never grew to fruition because of the weakness of sinful man and his inability to really discern the truth of what was happening. Satan corrupted that movement just as surely as he corrupted the early apostolic assembly and just as the apostles told that assembly would happen. Now there is so much wrong with and that could be said about the errors of Protestantism and those who preach and support it that there is not enough paper to write a book of that size.

  If you are a Protestant and make the claim that you love our Savior and really truly mean it, then first learn His real name and quit using one that was impossible until the 16th century and the invention of the letter J. Quit being blind to the parts of scripture that do not support your doctrine. 

  For instance, most Protestant preachers believe and teach that immersion in the name (or authority) of Yahushua is not required as a condition of salvation. But what does scripture say? I have heard very few Protestant preachers who were even willing to acknowledge that Acts 2:38 was in scripture, much less read it out loud or obey it.

  How can you think that the Almighty is only one of three persons? If that were true, then He wouldn’t be the Almighty! Scripture refutes the Catholic trinity doctrine time and time again. Look at scripture with open eyes and learn the truth of our ONE 'Elohiym. 

  Let scripture be the foundation of your faith instead of twisting it to support your denomination's doctrine. Quit following those blind leaders of your denomination and start following our Creator, whose name is Yahuwah.

Section 3. – a Catholic . . .
  First, let me tell you in all love that you are NOT a Christian. 

Wait! Don't run and hide! Let me tell you why I say that!

  You cannot be a Catholic Christian (American, Roman, Orthodox, or any other kind). You are either a Catholic or you are a Christian. It is the same with any other faith that names itself in that manner too, such as all of the Protestant denominational faiths. There is also no such thing as a Baptist Christian, a Methodist Christian, a Lutheran Christian, etc. You are either a Christian or you are not a Christian. Besides, none of them are truly Christians either, so you have a lot of company. I won't call it good company either.

  Catholics in general, whether they are of the American, Roman, any of the Eastern Orthodox or European Orthodox, Old Catholic (Liberal, Mariavite, etc.), or any that I have left out, all fall under the heading of pagan practitioners of pagan religion. All of these Catholic denominations are but a variation on a theme. 

  The early so-called Catholic Church, meaning the universal assembly, did have its start with Yahushua and the apostles, just as any of the so-called Christian faiths can claim, but it didn’t take them long to fall away. This group's originators are also the ones who let the paganistic doctrines into the assembly to begin with and caused the apostasy that we see today. 

  The remainder of this section is dedicated to the Romish version of the Catholic Church, but many of the specifications also apply to the other versions.

A Roman Catholic is a follower of the pope.
  Pope is from a Latin word that means father, so every time you call that man "pope" or "holy father" you are in fact violating a direct commandment of Yahushua. Yahushua said for us to not call any man on this earth our father because we only have One Father and that is Yahuwah (MattithYahuw 23:9). This same thing is true whenever you call any "priest" father. 

  The pope established the "celibacy" rule for the "priesthood" and orders of nuns (although few have actually adhered to it themselves) and also caused the people to abstain from certain foods just as scripture said would happen (1 Timotheos 4:1-6). I know that the food rule has now been changed and some are agitating to allow the Catholic clergy to marry but it’s too little too late! It's done!

A Christian is by definition a follower of the Christ.
  The English word Christ is a transliteration of the Greek word christos which means "anointed" (‘Ibriy is haMashiach), while Christian is a transliteration of the greek word christianos which means "a follower of Christ." So the Greek word christos does apply to our Savior, whose name is Yahushua (NOT Jesus). He IS the Anointed (haMashiach or Messiah, which also mean anointed) of our Creator, whose name is Yahuwah. If you are a follower of the Christ (haMashiach), then you will not follow a pope (more on that later) or any manmade set of doctrines. You will determine for yourself what is acceptable and true from the written word of our Creator. You will not accept as valid or binding on you "church tradition" that differs from or contradicts scripture. You will realize that the tradition is of man while scripture is of Yahuwah just as did the people of "Berea" (Acts 17:10-11). Those folks were not going to take a man's word for something that would determine where they spend eternity. Do you think you should?

The True Structure of the Assembly
  The structure of the assembly that is under construction by the Master Builder Yahushua (MattithYahuw 16:16-17) is founded on faith in Him and the believer's confession of that faith. Not faith in a man called the pope. That confession and the further words of Yahushua to Keph in the referenced scripture in no way say that Keph is going to be the foundation of the assembly either. Yahushua is the Head AND the chief cornerstone! The doctrine of Keph being the foundation is one of the most twisted doctrines that has ever come out of Vatican City. 

  By the way, if that passage really was the authorization for "Peter’s Chair" and did mean that the pope really was the successor to Keph, then why isn't he in Yeruwshalaim tending to the Yahudiym (Jews)? That was Keph's assignment from Yahushua! Keph was the apostle to the Yahudiym and NOT the heathen (which your are)! Paulos was the apostle to the heathen world (Galates 2:8) to which most of us AND the greatest majority of the membership of the Roman Catholic Church belong. So if there were any truth to that idea that the pope was an apostolic successor, he would have to be Paulos' successor and NOT Keph's. One more big lie out of the Vatican!

The Papal Office
  Look at Timotheos 3:ALL and Titos 1:5-9 to see who can be a bishop and who can be a deacon. Note that the qualifications REQUIRE the bishop to be a married man WITH children. Note that the "Bishop of Rome" does NOT meet that scriptural requirement. (None of the other offices in the Roman Catholic Church except deacon are even mentioned in scripture and so are not valid offices at all.)

  The entire Roman Catholic papal setup is founded on and supported by one lie after another. One of the first lies was the so-called "Donation of Constantine" which gave the "bishop of Rome" all the authority that he claimed at first. That document has been proven to be a fraud by many scholars and that includes many scholars within the Roman Catholic Church itself. No matter though. They continue to use that lie because it is convenient and nobody checks them out. All of the documents that are in the Vatican Library that concern any form of papal authority from on high have been proven to be frauds and forgeries in one form or another.

  Why do you suppose that the pope had himself declared infallible? So that nobody could question what he had to say about anything, that's why. So every time he violates a scriptural precept all he has to do is say he got a revelation from Keph or somebody and it was okay for him to do that (Sounds like what Muhammad, Joseph Smith, and Charles Taze Russell did too, doesn’t it!). 

  Yet Yahushua says that if you love Him, you will obey HIM (Yahuchanan [John] 14:15). Not the pope. By the way, all apostate religions use that same infallibility ploy to excuse their leader when he errs. 

  The Muslims and Mormons are really adept at that ploy too. Did you know that those two have declared their earthly founders and leaders as infallible also? How can they be infallible when they, just as the pope, change their minds about past "infallible" declarations whenever it is convenient? It is either infallible or it is not. If it is an infallible statement it is NOT going to change tomorrow! By the way, some of their "infallible" statements made by these various "infallible" people have directly contradicted not only themselves, but also the pope and the other "infallible" people.

  A book you may want to read to find about some details of the REAL history of the popes of Rome is Vicars of Christ (ISBN 0-517-57027-0), by Peter de Rosa. It is a factual book of history but most Roman Catholics won't believe it's true. All of the sources and references used for the statements made in the book are there and verifiable however.

Past and Present Practices
  Some of the things done in the name of Christ by the Roman Catholic Church are as bad or worse than things done by the Muslims in their quest for global domination. As a matter of fact, a practical "jihad" was practiced by the Roman Catholic Church against the Muslims during the Crusades with all the same bloody murder of innocent people that is being done today by the Muslims. Pregnant women had their babies ripped out of their living wombs by the Crusaders and people were disemboweled or beheaded just because they were there and not Roman Catholic. The things done by the Roman Catholic Church were done for the reason of global domination too. (Don't get the idea that I am sympathetic to islam, either. Nothing could be further from the truth. Islam is a cancer on the body of mankind and is going to take extreme surgery to remove it. That surgery will be performed by the Master Surgeon Himself at His return to this earth. But the muslims still remember the Crusader tactics and imitate them today. Unhappily Muhammad got his ideas about Christianity from the forerunner of the Roman Catholicism and the crusaders and so muslims today hate the "Christian," as represented by the Roman Catholic Church, as much as they do the Yahudiym.) 

  For instance, when the "New World" was discovered the pope claimed all of it in the name of the church. The missionary "priests" actually burned the native people alive by hanging them upside down over a fire in their efforts to "convert" them to "Christianity." While they were telling them how "loving, kind, and compassionate" Yahushua was, they were slowly and literally cooking their brains. How disgusting is that? What? You didn't know that? Well, it’s true and in the history books. 

  Their aim then is still her aim and goal today. The whole world as Roman Catholic and under the thumb of the pope. If you don't believe me, look at your own publications. Every once in a while there is hint to that effect. Get your local "priest" to really give you the lowdown on what they are working toward.

  Did you know that Adolf Hitler and Mussolini were loyal Roman Catholics and were financially supported by the Vatican during WW II? Don't believe me? Read The Vatican's Holocaust by Avro Manhattan. Again, all sources are documented and the information is verifiable. All you have to want is to know the truth.

  As an aside, when the news reached Italy that Hitler was dead, Mussolini made the statement that, "today a good Catholic boy has died."

  I will briefly mention "Mariology" and praying to the statute of a "saint," but those subjects are so involved that it will take separate books to really cover them as they need to be covered. Suffice that Miryam (Mary) the mother of Yahushua was just that. She was His human mother and is not His co-redeemtrix nor does she have any special mediator status with Him or the Father. The statues are pagan idolatry, plain and simple.

Some History of the Roman abomination
  Those who do know the truth about the history of the pope and the church most likely will say that all of that was hundreds of years ago and nothing like that goes on today. Well, I beg to differ. WW II wasn't that long ago. Think about the pedophilia scandal that is reverberating through your "church" right now! The big deal about it isn't that it is happening, because there are terrible men like that in any group of people, but that it has been going on for many years and was covered up by your leaders. I think I would quit following the lead of people who have no more moral fiber than that.

  Another good book that delineates the pagan origins and history of today's Roman Catholic Church is The Two Babylons (published in America by Loizeaux Brothers, Inc.). It was written in the late 1800's by a vicar of the Roman Catholic Church, English Style (the Anglican Church or Church of England and in America its called the Episcopal Church), named Alexander Hislop. Its sources are also thoroughly documented and it is a very interesting and eye-opening book.

  Note that every time the Roman Catholic Church was in power, meaning total control of a state, then the people of that state were subjected to horrible conditions primarily for the enrichment of the pope and his associates. Loyal subjects were even killed because the church had an inheritance doctrine that said if someone died without an heir the church got all of the property involved. The church always made sure that if it was a property they wanted that there were no heirs left living too.

  Every time the church was out of power, where it is in that cycle today, she acts humble and pious and tries to ingratiate herself with people who are not members by saying nice things about them and calling them "separated brothers" in an effort to entice them into the "Church." Then when she has control again, WHAM. The hammer falls. That is the cycle that can be seen in the history of the Roman Catholic Church.

Conclusion
  Please don't take this article as an attack on the people who are Roman Catholic. I know there are a lot of good and sincere people in all of the various Catholic faiths around the world. My wife was a Roman Catholic when I first met her and she is the finest woman I have ever known. She is now a Christian in the fullest sense. Most of her family remain Roman Catholic and I love them very much too. I also know that the greatest majority of Roman Catholics don't have a clue about their "church." They don't know its structure. They don't know its history. They don't know its aims and goals. That is no excuse though. They will still be held accountable at the judgment seat for their affiliation.

  The intent of including this in this chapter is to pique your interest in finding out the true structure, history, and ultimate goals of your church. I am sure that once you compare the doctrines you currently believe in light of scripture, and without "church tradition," that you will see the error of the whore of Babel (Babylon) and get out of her as quickly as possible.

Section 4. – a Jew . . . 
  First, what exactly is a Jew? 

  If you think of yourself as a "Jew," you need to rethink your nationality and the supposed name of your ethnicity. "Jew" is a bastardized and Anglicized word dating from antiquity that does you and your nation no justice at all and in no way defines the truth of the sons of Ya'aqob, who was called Yisra'el. 

  Remember that the first person to carry the name Yahudah, which name has been perverted into the word Jew, was the fourth son of Ya'aqob and comprises only ONE of the twelve tribes that will return to the land of Yisra'el in these current times. It is also the tribe to which all scripture says haMashiach belongs.

  When the schism of Yisra'el occurred after the death of Shelomoh, the tribes of Yahudah and Binyamiyn (with a portion of the tribe of Lewiy) formed the Southern Kingdom of Yahudah (erroneously called Judea or Judah) and came to be called Yahudiym by all people. That is the first error of the name and led to today's error of calling all Yisra'eliy "Jews." 

  Research your family tree if you have the resources and see from which tribe you spring. You may not be a "Jew" at all, but from one of the other tribes. 

  It really makes little difference to the people who are styling themselves as the "Palestinians" today which tribe you are really from though. They hate you regardless of your family tree because they are of the lineage of Yishma'e'l and Esau and that is the purpose that they have been assigned by the Creator. The 'Elohiym of Yisra'el appointed them as some of your tormentors as He said He would because of your violation of your covenant with Him. 

  But don't despair. He is the Creator and He is merciful and will redeem you in the end. He said so and I firmly believe Him. 

  Did you know that most of the so-called "Palestinian refugees" are really Lebanese, Mitsrayim (Egyptian, and that includes Yasser Arafat), Syrian, Bosnian, and other so-called Arab peoples who have absolutely no legitimate claim to your land? The true "Palestinian refugees" are the Yahudiym themselves who were thrown off their land by the Rhomaios, then later by the "Christians," and finally by the bloody murdering muslims. Then the muslims lost power and a few Yahudiym returned to farming the land (along with some migrants from non-muslim countries) which the muslims were too lazy to do. None of those people who have ever had a presence in the Promised Land, except for the sons of Ya'aqob, now have or have ever had a legitimate claim to one square inch of it. That is about to be made perfectly clear to them too. 

  Then, when there was a perfectly legal and globally acknowledged restoration of the Nation of Yisra'el (called "The National Homeland for the Jews") and the long awaited mass return began (there has always been a trickle of Yisra'eliy immigrants returning to their own land) which no one on this earth has the ability to stop, the muslims decided that "Palestine" was their toy and the "Jews" couldn't have it even if it did really belong to them. They concocted a wild story about how the "Palestinian Arabs" had been on the land continuously for thousands of years (they say from time immemorial)1 even though they knew it was a lie and not supported in history. Too bad that certain Western leaders have bought their story. It just goes to show that a college education and a high government position does not necessarily equate to intelligence. If those Western leaders would bother to check history they too would see the lie. That might not change how they respond to "Palestinian" terrorism or to the "poor Palestinian people," but at least they would know the truth. 

  Now by knowing that the name "Palestine" comes from the Latin perversion for Pelishtiy (English perversion is Philistine) and was placed on the area by the Rhomaios in their attempt to erase all mention of Yisra'el from history, we also know that the "Palestinians" are not a nation at all and never have been. The Pelishtiy came from Kaphtor (Crete) originally and now none of the original and real Pelishtiy are alive to carry their banner. These Arabs who call themselves Pelishtiy (Palestinians) are usurpers, pretenders, and liars, and always have been. The Promised Land has been Yisra'el from the time the first Yisra'eliy stepped his foot into it after crossing the river Yarden with the intent of claiming his promised inheritance. The Arabs are using the Satan organized and run religion of islam to push their agenda against Yisra'el, but the end of that day is rapidly nearing. 

A Great Day Coming
  Soon! My Yahudiy brother and friend. Very soon! There is a great day coming for Yisra'el and it is coming real soon. 

  HaMashiach is going to appear just as scripture says He will. Soon the King of Kings and Sovereign of Sovereigns will stand with His feet on the Mount of Olives. HaMashiach will arrive in person to deliver Yisra'el from all the trouble that they have had since Yahuwah cast them behind His back for their continual disobedience to His commandments. The prince in 'Azzah (probably Arafat or his successor) will find to his amazement that he has no authority in or claim to the land, no matter what kind of agreement was signed at the urging of George W. Bush or other Western leaders. All the enemies of Yisra'el and all of those who have persecuted you will begin to pay for their ignorant malice and bloodletting and their disobedience to the 'Elohiym of Yisra'el. Those to whom you have been dhimmi will become dhimmi to you. 

  When haMashiach arrives the Arabs will finally and firmly know who's Boss, and it most certainly will NOT be Allah. 

  The Yisra'eliy will also realize that this is for real and that the time has come for them to rule the world under their King. They will understand why they ARE the Chosen People of the Creator of the Universe and they are going to severely regret their past disobedience and lack of faith. 

HaMashiach in person
  When the Yisra'eliy see Him standing on the Mount of Olives they will also realize that this is the SECOND time He has been in Yeruwshalaim for their redemption. The first time they refused Him and slew Him by nailing Him to a tree. (His name is Yahushua.) This time they will look on Him Who they have pierced and know Who He is. They will mourn and be bitter as for a lost only son. 

  They will also realize that Yisra'el is comprised not only of those who are born of Yisra'eliy parents but also those who have been adopted by Yahuwah and made partakers and fellowcitizens by their obedience to him. 

  You gained inheritance in Yisra'el by birth. You will keep that inheritance by faith and obedience. I gained inheritance in Yisra'el by faith and obedience and will keep it the same way. We are both children of the Living 'Elohiym of Yisra'el and will partake with haMashiach in the world to come. We are truly brothers. 

Section 5. – a muslim . . . 
  To all of those followers of islam who think that Allah is "God" and that he will give you dominion over the earth, I feel so sorry for you. Listen to what the REAL 'Elohiym of the universe has to say about that idea.

From the True Scripture

· Psalms 83 - A song with instrumental music of Asaph. You do not keep silence, O 'Elohiym. Do not hold Your peace and do not be still, O 'El. For, lo, Your enemies make a tumult and they that hate You have lifted up their head. They have taken crafty counsel against Your people and deliberated against the ones You have reserved. They have said, "Come! Let us destroy them as a nation so that the name of Yisra'el will not be remembered any more." They have deliberated together with one consent. They have made a compact against You. The tabernacles of 'Edom, the Yishma'eliy, Mow'ab, the Hagriy, Gebal, 'Ammown, 'Amaleq, and the Pelishtiy with the inhabitants of Tsor. 'Ashshuwr also is joined with them. They have helped the sons of Lowt. Do to them as to the Midyan at the brook of Qiyshown which perished at 'Eyn Do'r, Siysera' and Yabiyn. They became dung for the earth. Make their nobles like 'Arob and like Ze'eb. Yes, all their princes as Zebach and as Tsalmunna' who said, Let us take to ourselves as possessions the houses of 'Elohiym. O my 'Elohiym, make them like a wheel, as the straw before the wind. As the fire burns wood and as the flame sets the mountains on fire, so persecute them with Your tempest and make them afraid with Your storm. Fill their faces with shame that they may seek Your name, O Yahuwah. Let them be confounded and troubled forever. Yes, let them be put to shame and perish that men may know that You, Whose name alone is Yahuwah, are the Most High over all the earth. 

  For those of you who do not know, all of the places and people mentioned in this end times prophetic passage of scripture, with the exception of Yisra'el, are today considered to be Arabic and are muslim territories. They are all, except Yisra'el again, in the so-called islamic "zone of peace." The Pelishtiy are the so-called Palestinians. Others are listed below. 

Places:    

1. Gebal is an area in Southern Lebanon.    

2. Mow'ab is in the northern area east of the Yarden River in the region that is erroneously today called Jordan and Syria.    

3. 'Edom is in the southern area east of the Yarden River in the region that is erroneously today called Jordan and Saudi Arabia.    

4. 'Ammown is also in the region that is today erroneously called Jordan and Saudi Arabia.    

5. 'Amaleq is in the southern area part of Yisra'el below the Dead Sea in part of the region that is today erroneously called Saudi Arabia. It is named for a son of 'Esau.    

6. 'Ashshuwr is that region of the Mideast today called Iraq and Iran.    

7. Midyan is the region in the extreme southern desert below Yisra'el bordering the Red Sea and is in the territory erroneously called Saudi Arabia. 

People:    

1. Siysera' was one of the "Arab" kings destroyed at the fountain of a kid ('Eyn Do'r) for oppressing the Yisra'eliy in the times before King Dawiyd.    

2. Yabiyn was another king of the Arabs destroyed at the fountain of a kid for the same reason.    

3. 'Arob was one of the two princes of the Midyan who were oppressing the Yisra'eliy that was put to death at Beyth Barah by the men of 'Ephrayim.    

4. Ze'eb was the other prince of the Midyan who were oppressing the Yisra'eliy that was put to death by theses same men at a nearby winepress.    

5. Zebach was one of the two kings of the Midyan who were oppressing the Yisra'eliy. He was killed in a battle of liberation by Gid'own and his troops.    

6. Tsalmunna' was the other of the two kings of the Midyan who were oppressing the Yisra'eliy killed in that battle of liberation.    

7. The Hagriy are the members of the tribe of Hagar, and you know who that is. Or should know anyway.    

8. The brook of Qiyshown at 'Eyn Do'r (fountain of a kid) is where Yabiyn and Siysera' were killed.    

9. Tsor (Tyre) was known as an evil city and its inhabitants were therefore evil people who had no knowledge of the true 'Elohiym, just as are the islamics today.    

10. One of the sons of Lowt is 'Ammown and he lived in the area named after him (above).    

11. Mow'ab was the other son of Lowt and he too lived in the area to which he gave his name (above).    

12. The Yishma'eliy you should know about, since you claim to be one, and are you in big trouble.    

13. As the drill sergeant says, "The pain it's a'comin'!" 

  Islam may actually be the source of the coming one-world religion that will be in power for a short period of time. I see that as a distinct possibility as fulfillment of true scriptural prophecy. BUT, even though you may conquer and rule this world for a short while under Satan (Allah) your master, the Son that you deny will return soon after Satan's reign is declared and world peace is established under that religion, to boot all of your butts back to hell where you belong.

  The only way you can avoid that as an individual is to renounce the paganistic religion of islam, turn to Yahuwah, believe on His Son Yahushua, repent, and be immersed in His name for the remission of your sins. Then you too will be a true child of the real Creator of the universe and part of His eternal kingdom. If you see the real love and hope in that, let me know and I will be glad to assist you in overcoming Satan and his forces that currently rule your life.

  Regardless of whether you were born into islam or for some unfathomable reason decided at a later time to join it, the following information is of very high importance to you. As a matter of fact, it is a matter of life or death.

  Only read this if you have a real sense of honesty and decency in your intellect and a sincere desire in your heart to learn and follow the truth. Any other reason for reading it will only serve to anger and disappoint you even more and that is not the intent. If you have this sincere desire you will begin to recognize the error of islam by discovering its true origins and discard it as just one more trick of Satan to prevent people from following the will of their true Creator, Yahuwah.

Two errors of Muslims concerning Christian beliefs
  1. Mary (Miryam or Maryam) is considered a to be "god" by Christians.
  This is patently untrue and ANY person with any real intelligence can see it at a glance. Miryam is considered to be a "co-redeemtrix" with her Son by the Roman Catholic Church, but those are NOT real Christians. As a matter of fact, many of the erroneous ideas that Muslims have concerning Christianity come directly from the erroneous, pagan, and apostate teachings of that body of servants of Satan that they saw as they were exposed to it during the Crusades. Some of the practices of Roman Catholicism are in turn derived from Islamic sources during that same time period, such as the rosary, which the muslims got from the hindus.

  2. "God" is three separate persons (the trinity).
  Again, true believers and followers of haMashiach (the Anointed) know this is not correct. Our scripture says in so many places that our Creator is ONE that to believe anything else is stupidity of the grossest kind. That our Creator has manifested Himself to us in three different ways is true, but He is ONE person and NOT three. By the way, nowhere in our scripture does it ever give any hint that Miryam (Mary) was to be worshipped in any form or fashion! Honored as the birth mother of our Savior? Yes. Worshipped? No!

  The Muslim idea that true Christians worship "Allah (the Father), Maryam (the mother), and "Issa" (the Son) is patently incorrect. 

  Note that both of these erroneous ideas about Christianity come directly from the Qur’an and show a distinct ignorance of the true Christian position and beliefs by the person who wrote it. If Allah was the One and Only true ‘Elohiym, He would surely know that and would not have allowed these errors of ignorance to be printed in a book for all the world to see.

  When errors of this type (or any other) are noted by those who know better they immediately place the credibility of the author of a book containing them in a very bad light.

  By the way, if your Allah is ONE, why then does he use plural personal pronouns in so many of his discourses in the Qur’an when talking about "himself?" Yahuwah NEVER does that! Yahuwah ALWAYS says words to the effect that He is the ONLY ONE and there is no one beside Him. Also, if he has no son because he has no consort, how does Allah happen to have three daughters?

Do Real Christians hate Muslims?
  Christians, real and true Christians, or true believers and followers of haMashiach, hate nobody. Not even the muslims who have murdered and are murdering their brothers and have the intention of violently conquering the world. We Christians know that they may appear to be successful for a while, but in the end, they too will fail. This earth and all of the creation belongs to Yahuwah and He will do with it as He sees fit. He has revealed His plans to us in His written word and that written word does NOT include the Qur’an. 

  The true believer also understands that our Creator has no respect of persons and therefore he cannot have any respect of persons either. All who follow and obey Yahuwah in spirit and in truth are his brothers, regardless of their skin color or country of origin. He also understands that our Creator loves ALL of the creatures of His creation, even though those of humankind who are disobedient to Him are going to pay a very severe price for their disobedience after the Judgment.

Pagan Names, Rites, and Their Impact on True Worship
  The biggest single sin against our Creator is disobedience to His word, and the worship of some deity other than Him is the worst form of disobedience. He is very clear on this. If you read the true scripture this will be very plain. He says time and time again that He will NOT accept anyone who profanes His name or worships someone other than Himself. As a matter of fact, in the Messianic scripture those people are called infidels (unbelievers).

  Consider that in Arabic Allah means "the god." God is NOT a name but a title, and it originated in pagan societies as names and titles for their deities. The very deities that our Creator says to NOT worship or honor. So by calling the one you think is the Creator Allah, you are in fact labeling him with a pagan title. IF Allah were really the Creator, that would be gross sin and enough to doom you to the lake of fire for eternity.

  The Creator’s name is Yahuwah. In His manifestation as the Son His name is Yahushua (salvation of Yahuwah).

Questions for you:    

1. On the Hajj, what is the purpose of walking around the Ka’abah?    

2. How about the run up the valley?    

3. Do you really believe that the black stone in the Ka’abah, which is actually a common meteor, has any magical powers?    

4. How many years would it have taken Abraham to go to Makkah, build the Ka’abah, and then return to the land of promise? Why was it not mentioned in scripture (or the qur’an)?    

5. Why would the friend of Yahuwah (Ya’aqob 2:23) have built that edifice for the pagans to use as a temple for all of their pagan deities?    

6. If the ka’abah was built by ‘Adam and guarded by 10,000 angels as another Muslim tradition says, why was it abused and used by the pagans for so many "thousands" of years?    

7. If it is a replica or model of the "perfect" structure in "heaven," why is it such a crude structure and why has its physical parameters changed so much over the years?    

8. Also, why is it made out of hewn stone which is an abomination for edifices of the true ‘Elohiym? 

NOTE: Look at these things in the history before and after Muhammad and you will begin to see their pagan origins. They were built then, AND ARE NOW, for nothing else but the pagan worship of the pagan gods of whom Il-Lah was the chief. That is the one who became Allah under the doctrines of Muhammad. 

9. What is a Jew? (I daresay that you do NOT REALLY know the answer to that question.) 

  If you will truthfully answer the questions raised above you will be able to see why Islam and its adherents have so little credibility in the eyes of true believers in the ONE. There are just too many pagan rites and ideas involved with and practiced by islam for it to be anything but another pagan source of the doctrines of Satan, just as is the Roman Catholic Church.

Section 6. – a Mormon . . . 
  Do you really believe that Yahuwah was Adam? Where in the world could you get an idea like that? Not from scripture, I guarantee! Do you really believe that Yahuwah is a MAN of flesh and blood? Based on known biology, that would mean that at some time we can expect Him to die! That is not going to happen.

  Do you really believe that if you pay all that money to the "temple" that you will be a "god" of your own planet when you die?

  You claim that the Book of Mormon to be ANOTHER gospel of "Jesus Christ." If that is truly the case, how come there was an extant but unpublished manuscript titled "Manuscript Found" that was written prior to 1816 by a man named Solomon Spalding1 that closely approximates the material in the "Book of Mormon?" You don’t suppose that Joseph Smith and his cohort Oliver Cowdery plagiarized it, do you? Hmm, let us think about that one!

  There have been several books written as a result of that "controversy," including some by Mormon authors2 that show the close relationship between the two books.

  If the Book of Mormon is really inspired scripture, how does it compare to the scripture that came before? Where is the evidence that the one you call "Jesus" ever had that name? Do you suppose that the Creator would tell Joseph Smith to use a name that was not possible until the 1500’s in naming His Son? That sounds kind of fishy to me!

  If the Book of Mormon is truly inspired by Yahuwah scripture, then it has to be error free, yet there are errors in it that even your leaders do not recognize. For instance, many statements made in the Book of Mormon are along the lines of quotes from the King James Version, and they are taken word for word from that version with the syntax errors, grammatical errors, and every other kind of error contained in what they plagiarized. Would an inspired book really contain errors of that nature? Only if the "inspirer" was an ignorant glass-looker and treasure hunter. Those errors do not lend any credibility to the book’s authenticity at all. It really seems that Joseph and his buddies could have made greater effort to come up with something that was correct, but then they didn’t know any better either.

  Your organization also makes the claim that the Book of Mormon is UNCHANGED from the time it was first "translated" from the golden plates until now. Yet there are over 33,000 KNOWN differences between the poor grammar and bad spelling tome that Smith and Cowdery penned and the latest printing of that book. Your leaders say that these changes are merely "updates" and spelling corrections, but most of them I know of (too many to list) actually change the meaning of the passage to which they were applied.3 As a matter of fact, Smith himself made many of the changes before his death in order to justify some new doctrines that he wanted in his religion.

  Do you really believe the King James Version is scripture? Then why do you not accept what it says? I agree that there are many errors of translation in that version, but what I am talking about are the things that HAVE been rendered correctly that you still do not believe.

  Such as the fulfillment of the prophecy found in Yo’el (Joel) 2:28-32. Smith said he got a visit from the "angel" Moroni who told him that the prophecy cited there had yet to be fulfilled, but that it would be real soon. In the real scriptures, in the book of The Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2, verses 16 through 21, the apostle Keph specifically cites AND quotes that very prophecy and says that is was being fulfilled that very day!

  Somebody is not telling the truth. Now who do you suppose it is? Is it Joseph Smith? Or maybe the apostle Keph? You decide for yourself, but I already KNOW!

  I tell you that you are in one of the many demon-spawned "churches" that were founded in the time period of the early 19th century. You need to study scripture, the REAL scripture, and find out what salvation is really about, for you are NOT going to find it in the Church of Jesus Christ, Latter Day Saints, or any of the other variations of that group.

Section 7. – a Jehovah’s Witness . . . 
  One of the very first principles of scriptural salvation is that it cannot be earned, It is a FREE gift from the Creator, whose name is NOT JEHOVAH at all, but rather Yahuwah. (Even your leaders recognize and admit to JEHOVAH not being His correct name.) Yet each and every one of you must work for salvation. What? You say you are not working for salvation? Then what is this thing that you call "publishing?" Do you not HAVE to do that to earn points toward salvation? YES? YOU DO! Check out your doctrines if you think I am wrong.

  Since the greatest majority of you are in the "Jonadab class" and not in the "Davidic class," how many of you will actually "go to heaven?" Where in scripture do you find support for that doctrine? I know about the 144,000 and nothing said about them supports these separate classes of "saints." Those passages, like so many others, have been twisted in a manner that you seem to think supports those doctrines, but in fact all the twisting has done is make you look very ignorant and foolish. Do you really believe that only 144,000 people since the times of the apostles have come under grace? How long did it take to fill up that quota anyway? Almost 2,000 years you say? I don’t think so! 

  I know some Jehovah’s Witnesses who are alive today who claim to be among the 144,000, but that would be impossible since they are in fact heathens. Look at your own version, the New World Translation (NWT), Revelation 7:4-8, and you will see that in fact ALL of the 144,000 are native born Yisra’eliy and they belong to a specific tribe of Yisra’el. Not a heathen in the batch! Now, to which tribe do these 144,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses belong? 

  Then take a look at Revelation 14:1-5 in the NWT and you will see that every one of the 144,000 are MEN. Just males, no females at all. Yet some of these Jehovah’s Witnesses that claim to be among the 144,000 today are women. 

  Do you people not believe your own translation? What good is it having a translation made for the sole purpose of supporting your specific doctrines if you fail to heed the words of that translation? Seems like a big waste of time and effort to me.

  Just out of curiosity, do you know the history of your organization? Such as who founded it? What were the circumstances surrounding its founding? What were the results of those circumstances? Etc.? No? I didn’t think so! Not too many people know very much about whatever denomination or faith they claim as their own. That is a real shame too, for lack of knowledge of the TRUE kingdom will destroy just as surely as other sin.

  There is a passage of scripture spoken by our Savior concerning His return to this earth in future times. When He was asked by the apostles when that event would occur, He said, and I quote, "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons that the Father has put in His own power." Yet the very foundation of your religion is based on setting a date for His return. As a matter of fact, your founder, Charles Taze Russell, originally set TWO dates for His return. The first one was October 1874, and he and all his congregants went up on a hill to await the event. When nothing happened, they all went back to refigure the date. Russell came up with one sufficiently far off that enabled him to keep most of the people in his congregation for a while, but a few disappointed souls had departed anyway. The new date was 1914, and when He failed to come at that appointed time, Russell declared that He actually HAD come, but nobody was able to see Him. Some of his idiot followers actually believed him and now, today, many more do!

  That statement definitely departs from what scripture, including your own version (NWT), says about how His return will be and who will see Him at that return. Revelation 1:7 in ALL versions and translations say very plainly that EVERY EYE will see Him. That lets out an invisible return per Mr. Russell.

  ZekarYahuw 14 describes Yahushua’s second coming as a coming in POWER. He will be standing on the Mount of Olives just in time to "rescue" (that is part of His name) Yeruwshalaim and the saints from the people who are trying to destroy them. This same kind of return is reiterated in Revelation 19. 

  The Jehovah Witness organization (Watch Tower and Bible Society) has made many more prophecies too, yet NONE of them have come to pass at the appointed times. The leaders blame what "some people said" and use other excuses to rationalize and justify their obvious failures, but only the gullible believe them. Check out the prophecies that have been made and then YOU make the decision whether or not that organization is truly one lead by Yahushua.

Section 8. – an Atheist . . . 
  What are doing reading this book to begin with? There is nothing here to interest you! Give it to someone who can use it!

 

CHAPTER XV

CONCLUSION

Section 1. - Obedience
· MattithYahuw 7:21-23Not every one that says to Me, "Master, Master," shall enter into the kingdom of the sky, but he that does the will of my Father Who is in the sky. {22} Many will say to Me in that day, "Master, Master, have we not prophesied in Your name? And in Your name have cast out devils? And in Your name done many wonderful works?" {23} And then will I profess to them, "I never knew you! Depart from Me, you that work iniquity." (Also see Markos 7:7-9) 

___________________________________________

  It is shown throughout the scriptures, both in the 'Ibriy and the Greek portions, that to be in fellowship with the True Assembly of our Sovereign it is necessary for each person to be in obedience to the will of our Creator. Yahuwah demands obedience, period. This can be seen throughout scripture as you read about the troubles and travails of Yisra’el and how they were punished for their disobedience. It is apropos to note that every time they were disobedient something bad happened to them, but when they turned and obeyed, they were forgiven and times immediately got better. Yahuwah made the statement time and time again the IF they would obey, etc. That word IF is a big qualifier and condition of fellowship with Him. IF you will do His will, He will be . . , etc., and He always put that condition on His covenants with them. 

  For the people of Yisra’el, under the Old Covenant, obedience was strictly required no matter what the individual happened to think or believe. In other words, the obedience did not have to be mixed with faith, but just accomplished regardless.

  Under the dispensation of the New Covenant, obedience is required to be from the heart, in the spirit of His law and not just the letter, as contrasted to the requirement of obedience to the letter of the law in the era of the Law of Mosheh (from the giving of that law at Mount Siynay [Sinai] to the shedding of the blood of Yahushua). 

  For those who would have this fellowship, some of the requirements of obedience, with related scripture, are shown below. This list is not is it intended to be nor to be considered as all inclusive. There are too many things that the child of Yahuwah will come across on a daily basis that touch on obedience to the will of Yahuwah for anyone to make a complete list of them. But, the true child of Yahuwah will recognize them as he sees them, and do the thing that our 'Elohiym expects him to do, willingly and with joy to the Sovereign.

  Being in obedience includes but is not limited to the following areas:

· Believe - that Yahushua is haMashiach and that He was killed and buried, and then resurrected by the power of the Father to be King of Kings and Master of Masters. (Yahuchanan 6:29, 20:31 Rhomaios 4:24, 10:9)

· Repent and be immersed - literally change your mind about the way you have been living and begin to live for Yahuwah. Quit thinking and acting on things of the world and start acting and thinking on things of the kingdom of Yahuwah. (Markos 16:16 Acts 2:38 Acts 22:16 Rhomaios 6:3-11 1 Keph 3:21)

· Worship - You will worship ONLY Yahuwah our Father and you will worship Him in spirit and in truth. All of the things that have been worshipped by you in the past will be recognized for the things they are and no longer be worshipped. Things such as clothes, cars, money, etc. can become idols that are worshipped just as surely as something that is carved out of wood or stone. Praying to and worshipping so called relics and icons, which are used by certain "churches" along with statues of their "saints," are forms of idolatry to which we must be alert in order to avoid falling into the same trap ourselves. (Exodus 20:3-6, Yahuchanan 4:23-24)

· Profanity - You will cease to use expletives that infringe on the name of our Sovereign. Using His name in vain does not necessarily mean using it as a curse word. It also means using it in any context that does not bring praise to Him and honor that name. Never ever use His name in any way that does not bring honor to it. Don't say things like, "Oh my God!" or "Thank God!" when you attribute the word "god" to our Creator. Remember too that "God" is a title of a pagan god and MUST NOT be used as a name or title of our Creator. By using that word in a context meaning our Creator, you are in fact blaspheming His name. This is the One who holds our very being in His hand. This is the One by whom all things consist. Honor and respect Him with the honor and respect with which He is due by using His correct name, YAHUWAH. (Exodus 20:7)

· Observe His shabbath - You will remember the shabbath of Yahuwah and keep it clean as He has commanded. It is the seventh day of the week. This is the day that Yahuwah sanctified and hallowed at creation. He has commanded the seventh day to be perpetually hallowed. It is the Sovereign's Day. He has never changed His mind about which day is His day of rest. It starts at sundown the sixth day and ends at sundown the seventh day. (Genesis 2:2-3, Exodus 20:8-11, 31:16, Daniel 7:25, MattithYahuw 12:8, Markos 2:28, Loukas 6:5) 

· Honor your parents - even if you don't like them. Yahuwah assigned them to you for your upbringing and they deserve honor for that. (Exodus 20:12)

· Murder - The taking of any human life through malice or intent is murder and the shedding of innocent blood is not acceptable to Yahuwah. Be careful of the thoughts of your heart concerning your brother. If you hate your brother without cause, you are as guilty of murder as if you had actually killed him. (Exodus 20:13, MattithYahuw 5:21-24)

· Sexual lust - Do not look at the opposite sex with lust in your heart. It is not an innocent pastime to do this as some think. Remember that you are under the law of Grace. This law, unlike that which the 'Ibriy were under called the Law of Mosheh, requires that you obey in the spirit of the law and not the letter only. Yahuwah said do not fornicate or commit adultery. He means don't even think about it. (Exodus 20:14, MattithYahuw 5:27-28, Revelation 21:8)

· Material lust - Do not take anything that does not belong to you. If you discover that you have inadvertently come into the possession of someone else's property, return it to them immediately. If you do otherwise, like it or not, you qualify for the name of thief. (Exodus 20:15, 1 Korinthios 6:9, Ephesios 4:28)

· Prevarications - Never tell another lie. Even those of the "little white lie" variety. A "little white lie" is just as disagreeable in the sight of Yahuwah as a major lie. There are no such things as small, or venal, sins. It is either sin or it is not sin. If you do sin, Yahuwah turns His face from you until such time as you repent, turn from that sin, and ask Him for forgiveness. Don't tell your children to tell a caller that you're not home or some other lie designed to keep you from having to deal with the caller. Just be up front. Talk to the person yourself, and if you don't want to discuss what they want to discuss, tell them so yourself. To do anything else is to bear false witness and to be a liar. (Exodus 20:16, Revelation 21:8)

· Be content - with what Yahuwah has provided you. Do not worry about what the Jones' have and definitely do not attempt to keep up with them. If you covet what other people have, you are inferring that Yahuwah is not gracious enough to give you what you need. Remember that Yahuwah comes first. When you put him first, He will add to you all that you need in this world. Be satisfied with it. (Exodus 20:17, MattithYahuw 6:25-34)

· Taxes - Pay your legitimate taxes to the governments of the nation. Do not cheat on your income tax. It is okay to legally avoid taxes, but it is never okay to illegally evade any. Even though Rhome laid some ridiculous taxes on the Yahudiym (Jews), Yahushua paid what was due without complaint. We cannot do less. (MattithYahuw 17:24-27)

· Traffic laws - Obey the traffic laws of our nation. No speeding, rolling stop signs, running red lights, etc. You must obey all of the laws of man that do not conflict with the commandments of Yahuwah, for this is what Yahuwah wants of us. If we cannot obey a minor human traffic law, how can we expect to obey the laws of Yahuwah? (1 Keph 2:13 – OBEY ALL of man’s laws.)

· Alcohol - Do not drink alcoholic beverages to excess. It is okay to have a couple of beers with the boys or during a football game, or whenever else you may want some. It is okay to have a drink now and then as long as you don't do it to excess. Drunkenness is a condition that will keep you from the kingdom of Yahuwah. (Loukas 21:34, 1 Korinthios 5:11, 6:9-10, Galates 5:19-21, Ephesios 5:18)

· Tobacco - If you smoke or otherwise use tobacco products, or any other narcotic not prescribed by a legitimate doctor of medicine, cease immediately. Your body is the temple of Yahuwah, and He does not look kindly upon you defiling His temple with poisonous substances such as the tars and nicotine found in tobacco and the substances found in other controlled substances. Tobacco and other drugs have their uses, but internal consumption to cause a "high" or to support a physical or psychological habit is not one of them. Pray sincerely for the Sacred Spirit to assist you in overcoming that habit and that habit will be overcome. (1 Korinthios 3:16-17)

· Gluttony - Do not eat to excess. This is just as bad as drinking alcohol to excess. As a matter of fact, doing just about anything to excess is sin to Yahuwah. Almost all things are okay in moderation. Nothing is okay in excess. (Proverbs 23:21)

· Promises - If you make a promise to someone, keep it. No matter how small or insignificant the promise may seem or how insignificant and unimportant you may think the promisee is, you as the promissor have pledged your word as a child of Yahuwah to perform that promise. You must maintain behavior that will bring honor and praise to Yahuwah and not bring discredit upon Him by bringing it upon yourself. Yahuwah always performs what He promises and we must do our best to do the same. (1 Kings 8:56, 1 Keph 2:11-12)

· Bigotry - If you harbor any racial biases, give them up. There are no races or other ethnic groups in the brotherhood of Yahushua. We are all one. Yahuwah is not a respecter of persons, so how can we be? (Rhomaios 2:10, Galates 3:26-29, Ephesios 6:9, Kolossia 3:25, Ya'aqob (Ya'aqob) 2:1-4, 9, 1 Keph 1:17)

· Swearing oaths - Do not swear to or take an oath about anything. If you are required by the laws of man to testify in a court of law, you tell the judge that you are a child of Yahuwah and therefore must tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. You have no choice in the matter. Also tell him that because you are a child of Yahuwah you can not and will not swear to that or anything else. The very book that is used in many courtrooms to "swear on" contains the admonition to not swear at all. Also, the very One who says don't swear is often called upon by those who are doing exactly that when they say during the oath, "so help me God." Swearing means to take an oath. The same holds true in any action where you are asked to take an oath, including notarizing documents. Just don't do it, for it is sin. (MattithYahuw 5:33-37, Ya'aqob 5:12)

· Homosexuality - If you are a practicing homosexual, you must give up that practice immediately and completely. The Sovereign sees this as an aberration and an abomination and those who are such will be excluded from fellowship with the saints and His kingdom. The references to homosexuality in the ‘Ibriy scripture are plain enough for everyone to understand. In the Greek scripture the phrase "abusers and defilers of themselves with mankind" is from arsenokoites (Strong’s G0733) and refers to homosexuals. If you know or have friends who are homosexual, you must tell them of this, and if they refuse to repent and be converted, you must separate yourself from them. (1 Korinthios 6:9, 1 Timotheos 1:10, 2 Thessalonikeos 3:6)

  These are some of the immediate things that should be on your mind as a child of Yahuwah as you begin walk in obedience to the will of Yahuwah. As you further study His word and grow in His grace and knowledge other things not mentioned here will begin to become apparent to you also. Not to worry! He said His yoke is light and therefore it is. But you must read and understand His word FOR YOURSELF if this is going to happen.

Section 2. - So Where Do I Go From Here
  If you have been actively searching for the truth concerning the will of Yahuwah as it applies to you in today's world, you have seen some of it in this book. I am sure that you have encountered many different congregations and "churches" who did and said many things that are quite different from and that conflict with the things you have read here, and most of those people probably claimed to be "Christian." Some of them may even have claimed to be members the One True Assembly.

  In some cases you may have interacted with individuals who have told you that you should be going to their "church", and that all "churches" that use or mention the name of "Jesus" are "Christian" no matter what name they have on the sign outside their "church." You should be able to recognize by now that this is just not true. You should know that all Catholic, Protestant, and other groups that use His name are not really "Christian." 

  How can you tell if a particular group is really what they say they are? How will you know the "true church" when you do find it? These are questions that should be asked by everyone who would do Yahuwah's will. You should not rest until you know the answers to them.

  Let's make sure that this is understood. You do not "go to church" on Sunday morning at 10:00 AM and then leave "church" at noon. You cannot come into and go out from the assembly whenever you please. You are either in the Assembly or you are not in the Assembly. Until you are in the Assembly, you are in and of this world, lost and without hope. Once you're in, you're in. No ifs, ands, or buts! There is no guarantee that your name will remain in the book of life, however. You can cause it to be blotted out by your actions if they are contrary to the will of Yahuwah (Revelation 3:5). 

  The one true Assembly (incorrectly called the church) of our Sovereign Yahushua is not a building on the corner of Fifth and Main. The true Body of haMashiach is made up of ALL the called out people and includes those that are physically black, white, red and yellow, rich, poor, great and small. They are the physical citizens of many different countries of this world, but they all share one thing in common. What they share is that they are all spiritual citizens of the Sacred Nation of Yisra'el and are waiting to become residents in the sacred city of New Yeruwshalaim. These are the true children of Yahuwah.

  The requirements for citizenship in this sacred nation, with all the rights and responsibilities that come with it, are very, very, simple and have been outlined in this book over and over again. If you still do not understand them, I suggest you reread Chapter IV. There they are stated plainly and should be easily understood.

  If these people in all of the different "churches" mentioned above are not obeying Yahuwah, should you fellowship with them? If you should not, then where should you go to be with your new family? These are good questions and are asked quite frequently. Finding those who are truly in the Body of haMashiach and who have absolutely committed themselves to doing things Yahuwah's way and not man's way is very difficult, and at times can be discouraging.

  You should start with the person who told you the correct and true word and who saw to it that you met all of the stated conditions for inclusion in the Body of Yahushua. Hopefully this person will be a member of an independent congregation that observes the shabbath and all the other things talked about in this book. If that is not the case, but they still retain some of their old Catholic/Protestant beliefs that are not supported in the scripture, there's a good chance that they are close enough to the word of Yahuwah that they will be able to provide the means for your entrance in the body. If this is the case, after you have met the conditions, fellowship with them, as they can still offer you the milk of the word (which they have plenty of). At the early stages of your new life, as a newborn babe in Yahushua, this is exactly what you need. As you feed spiritually on this milk you will grow in proportion to your earnest desire to know, trust, and obey Yahuwah. Because this type of congregation cannot or will not offer you the meat of the word, you will eventually outgrow your fellowship with them. Once you reach this point in your growth, it is incumbent upon you to attempt to teach those of that congregation who you can reach to strive for the meat of the gospel also.

  You will miss and begin to search for others who are partaking of the meat, or who like you are ready to partake, for you will realize that in order for you to continue to grow, you must move from the milk of the word to the meat of the word. Rest assured. The true Body of our Master is here, and when you meet with them you will receive the meat you need. If it is His will, you will find those who truly seek Yahuwah, and you will know who they are by the fruits they bear. Go places, talk to people, share what you know, listen carefully to what they have to say, and learn what others know, always trying the spirits and always comparing everything to the Word of Yahuwah.

  ALL of the responsibility for determining whether or not an assembly is scripturally correct, and whether or not someone is telling you the truth about the word of Yahuwah, belongs to you. No matter what anybody tells you, you alone will receive the recompense for what you believe, say, and do. If it is your desire that the recompense be favorable, then you must believe, say, and do, things that are favorable to Yahuwah.

  For you to make the determinations necessary concerning correctness of the information you are receiving from any source, you must cross check it in the written word of Yahuwah, as delivered to us by the Apostles and other inspired writers of scripture. Compare all the information you receive, including this book, with that most perfect of manuals, for it has all of the answers. See for yourself who is and who is not in obedience to the word of Yahuwah, and fellowship with those who are.

  If you decide to obey Yahuwah, email me and I'll provide all the help that I can to see you into the kingdom of Yahuwah. Remember also that you haven't chosen Him, He has chosen you. He gave you free will to make the decision as to whether you would be in obedience to Him, or you would be in obedience to Satan. That's the choice you have. Obey Yahuwah and live. Obey Satan and die. That's your choice.

  So there you have it. How to become a child of Yahuwah and how to grow in grace once you are a child of Yahuwah. What is presented here is the very basic information that you need to get started. Now it is up to you to learn, obey, and grow. Remember that it is also incumbent upon you to read and study for yourself the word of Yahuwah. Check out everything, including and especially what I have written here. Believe no one until you have confirmed what they have said to be true by comparison with the scripture. Man can be an excellent source of information, but he can also be and usually is a source of disinformation, so check it out.



C.F. Castleberry
http://www.considerthis.net
buck@considerthis.net 



Appendix A
Word definitions and sources

The items listed below are intended to give you a starting point for serious study of the subject. Care has been taken to ensure that all statements made are contextually accurate, but you have to ensure that for yourself. Your responsibility in this area extends to all matters of the assembly and your relationship to it and not to just this information.

Word definitions and sources
  The word "church" and "churches" appears 114 times in the King James Version of the Sacred Scriptures and is always translated from the Greek word "ekklesia" with the exception of in Acts 19:37 where the phrase "robbers of churches" is translated from the Greek word "hierosulos, which literally means "a despoiler of temples".

  The Greek word "ekklesia" (Strong's G1577) appears 116 times, of which 113 times it is translated as "church" or "churches" and the other three times as "assembly" (Acts 19:32, 39, and 41) in the King James and most other versions. The 'Ibriy word "qahal" (Strong's H6951) is the equivalent of the Greek word ekklesia and means identically the same thing. It is rendered as assembly, company, congregation, and multitude in most versions.

  The actual English word "church" is said by some "scholars" to come from the Greek word kyriakon, a totally different word that literally means "belonging to the master." A form of this Greek word (kuriakos - meaning belonging to the master or house (building) of the master) appears in the scripture in 1 Korinthios 11:20 and Revelation 1:10. Unhappily for these scholars it can readily be seen that this word is used to designate a structure while the word used in the 'Ibriy and Greek for those in the body of haMashiach (and erroneously rendered as "church" in most versions) always designates a group of people who have been called out for a specific purpose. There is a world of difference in a building and a group of people. 

  Also the word "Lord" is a title for the pagan "god" Ba'al and must never be applied to our Creator and Savior or His assembly.

  How the word "church" ever came to be used as the translation of the word ekklesia is deemed to be a mystery. Although the "assembly" does belong to Yahushua, the meanings of the two words kyriakon and ekklesia are totally different. The German word "Kirche" (kur-kee) and the Scottish word "kirk" appear to be more likely as the source words of "church." Those also were used as the name of a Celtic pagan "goddess" named Circe (Kirke) and the building they used in her worship. As a matter of fact, in Scotland today the building used for worship purposes is still called the "kirke." This is more evidence of the early accommodation of paganism by those who called themselves Christian.

  As you can see, the modern usage of the word "church" has nothing to do with the word that is translated as "church" in the Greek portion of the Sacred Scriptures. This unhappily is not an unusual occurrence in matters of the word of Yahuwah. Very small, insignificant words have been twisted all out of proportion, given meanings that were not what the writer intended, and then used by Satan to muddy the waters that the aspiring child of Yahuwah must wade through in their search for the truth. Please do not take someone's word for the meanings of words that may affect your salvation. Study and learn. The resources are available and you are responsible for using them.

_______________________________________

Appendix B
Yahuw Names - English to ‘Ibriy

Names ending in Yah or Yahuw + the remainder of the name, whose meaning is shown with its particular Strong's number, give the whole meaning of the name. 

Ending in Yah or Yahuw 

	English
	'Ibriy
	Pronunciation
	'Ibriy
	Strong's
	Meaning

	A
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Abia
	'AbiYahuw
	ab-ee-yah-hoo'
	h%Y*b!a(
	29
	H1 - father

	Abiah
	'AbiYahuw
	ab-ee-yah'-hoo
	WhY*b!a(
	29
	H1 - father

	Abijah
	'AbiYahuw
	ab-ee-yah'-hoo
	WhY*b!a(
	29
	H1 - father

	Adaiah
	'AdaYahuw
	ad-aw-yah-hoo'
	Why*d*u&
	5718
	H5710 - adorned

	Adonijah
	'AdoniYahuw
	ad-o-nee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*n!d{a(
	138
	H113 - worshipper

	Ahaziah
	'AchazYahuw
	akh-az-yah-hoo'
	Why*zj^a(
	274
	H270 - seized

	Ahiah
	'AchiYahuw
	akh-ee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*j!a(
	281
	H251 - brother

	Ahijah
	'AchiYahuw
	akh-ee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*j!a(
	281
	H251 - brother

	Amariah
	'AmarYahuw
	am-ar-yah-hoo'
	Why*r=ma(
	568
	H559 - said (promised)

	Amasiah
	'AmasYahuw
	am-as-yah-hoo'
	h%s=m^u&
	6007
	H6006 - loaded

	Amaziah
	'AmatsYahuw
	am-ats-yah-hoo'
	Why*x=m^a(
	558
	H553 - strength

	Anaiah
	'AnaYahuw
	an-aw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*n*u(
	6043
	H6030 - answered

	Ananiah
	'AnanYahuw
	an-an-yah-hoo'
	h%y*n*u(
	6055
	H6049 - covered

	Asahiah
	'AsaYahuw
	aw-saw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*cu&
	6222
	H6213 - made

	Asaiah
	'AsaYahuw
	aw-saw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*cu&
	6222
	H6213 - made

	Athaiah
	'AthaYahuw
	ath-aw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*t*u&
	6265
	H5790 - helped

	Athaliah
	'AthalYahuw
	ath-al-yah-hoo'
	hy*l=tu&
	6271
	H6270 - constrained

	Athaliah
	'AthalYahuw
	ath-al-yah-hoo'
	Why*l=tu&
	6271
	H6270 - constrained

	Azaliah
	'AtsalYahuw
	ats-al-yah-hoo'
	Why*l=x^a&
	683
	H680 - reserved

	Azaniah
	'AzanYahuw
	az-an-yah-hoo'
	h%y*n=z^a&
	245
	H238 - heard

	Azariah
	'AzarYahuw
	az-ar-yah-hoo'
	Why*r=z^u&
	5838
	H5826 - helped

	Azaziah
	'AzazYahuw
	az-az-yah-hoo'
	Why*z=z^u=
	5812
	H5810 - strengthened

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	B
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baaseiah
	Ba'aseYahuw
	bah-as-ay-yah-hoo'
	h%y*c@u&B^
	1202
	H6213 - in (the) work

	Bakbukiah
	BaqbukYahuw
	bak-book-yah-hoo'
	h%y*q=K%q=B^
	1229
	H1228 - emptying 

	Bealiah
	Be'alYahuw
	beh-al-yah-hoo'
	h%y*l=u^B=
	1183
	H1167 - (is) master

	Bedeiah
	BedeYahuw
	bay-de-yah-hoo'
	h%y*d=B@
	912
	shortened for H5662

	Benaiah
	BenaYahuw
	ben-aw-yah-hoo'
	Why*n*BB=
	1141
	H1129 - built

	Berachiah
	BerekYahuw
	beh-rek-yaw'-hoo
	Why*d=B@
	1296
	H1290 - knee (blessing)

	Beraiah
	Bera'Yahuw
	ber-aw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*ar*B=
	1256
	H1254 - created

	Berechiah
	BerekYahuw
	beh-rek-yah-hoo'
	Why*d=B@
	1296
	H1290 - knee (i.e. blessing)

	Besodeiah
	BesowdeYahuw
	bes-o-deh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*dosB=
	1152
	H5475 - in (the) counsel

	Bukkiah
	BuqqiYahuw
	book-kee-yah-hoo'
	h%Y*Q!B%
	1232
	H1238 - wasting

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	C
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Chenaniah
	KenanYahuw
	ken-an-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=n^K=
	3663
	H3661- planted

	Conaniah
	KownanYahuw
	ko-nan-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=n^oK
	3562
	H3559 - sustained

	Coniah
	KonYahuw
	kon-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=K*
	3659
	Shortened H3204

	Cononiah
	KownanYahuw
	ko-nan-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=n^oK
	3562
	H3559 - sustained

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	D
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dalaiah
	DelaYahuw
	del-aw-yah-hoo'
	Why*l*D=
	1806
	H1802 - delivered

	Delaiah
	DelaYahuw
	del-aw-yah-hoo'
	Why*l*D=
	1806
	H1802 - delivered

	Dodavah
	DowdaYahuw
	do-daw-yah-hoo'
	Why*d*oD
	1735
	H1730 - love of

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	E
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Eliah
	'EliYahuw
	ay-lee-yah-hoo'
	Why*l!a@
	452
	H410 - mighy one (of)

	Elijah
	'EliYahuw
	ay-lee-yah-hoo'
	Why*l!a@
	452
	H410 - mighy one (of)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	G
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Gedaliah
	GedalYahuw
	ghed-al-yah-hoo'
	Why*l=d^G=
	1436
	H1431 - become great

	Gemariah
	GemarYahuw
	ghem-ar-yah-hoo'
	Why*r=m^G=
	1587
	H1584 - perfected

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	H
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Habaiah
	ChabaYahuw
	khab-ah-yah-hoo'
	h%Y*b^k&
	2252
	H2247 - hidden

	Hachaliah
	ChakalYahuw
	khak-al-yah-hoo'
	h%y*l=h^h&
	2446
	H2447 - darkness

	Haggiah
	ChaggiYahuw
	khag-ghee-yah-hoo'
	h%y*G!h^^
	2293
	H2282 - festival

	Hananiah
	ChananYahuw
	khan-an-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=n^j&
	2608
	H2603 - favored

	Harhaiah
	CharhaYahuw
	khar-hah-yah-hoo'
	hy*h&r=j^
	2736
	H2734 - fearing

	Hasadiah
	ChasadYahuw
	khas-ad-yah-hoo'
	hy*d=s^j&
	2619
	H2617 - has favored

	Hashabiah
	ChashabYahuw
	khash-ab-yah-hoo'
	Why*b=v^j&
	2811
	H2803 - has regarded

	Hashabniah
	ChashabneYahuw
	khash-ab-neh-yah-hoo'
	hy*n=b=v^j&
	2813
	H2808 - thought of

	Hazaiah
	ChazaYahuw
	khaz-aw-yah-hoo'
	hy*z*j&
	2382
	H2372 - has seen

	Hezekiah
	ChizqiYahuw
	khiz-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!z=j!
	2396
	H2388 - strengthened

	Hezekiah
	YechizqiYahuw
	yekh-iz-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!z=j!y
	2396
	H2388 - strengthened

	Hilkiah
	ChilqiYahuw
	khil-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!l=j!
	2518
	H2506 - portion

	Hizkiah
	ChizqiYahuw
	khiz-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!z=j!
	2396
	H2388 - strengthened

	Hizkiah
	YechizqiYahuw
	yekh-iz-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!z=j!y
	2396
	H2388 - strengthened

	Hizkijah
	ChizqiYahuw
	khiz-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!z=j!
	2396
	H2388 - strengthened

	Hizkijah
	YechizqiYahuw
	yekh-iz-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!z=j!y
	2396
	H2388 - strengthened

	Hodaviah
	HowdawYahuw
	ho-daw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*w=d@oh
	1938
	H1935 - majesty

	Hodaiah
	HowdayahYahuw
	ho-dah-yah-yah-hoo'
	h%y*w=y=d@oh
	1939
	form of 1938

	Hodijah
	HowdiYahuw
	ho-dee-yah-hoo'
	h%Y*d!oh
	1941
	fem 3064

	Hoshaiah
	Howsha'Yahuw
	ho-shah-yah-hoo'
	h%yu!v!oh
	1955
	H3467 - saved

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	I
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ibneiah
	YibneYahuw
	yib-neh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*n=b=y!
	2997
	H1129 - built

	Ibnijah
	YibniYahuw
	yib-nee-yah-hoo'
	h%Y*n!b=y!
	2998
	H1129 - building

	Igdaliah
	YigdalYahuw
	yig-dal-yah-hoo'
	Why*l=D^g=y!
	3012
	H1431 - magnified

	Iphedeiah
	YiphdeYahuw
	yif-deh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*D=p=y!
	3301
	H6299 - will liberate

	Irijah
	Yir'iyYahuw
	yir-ee-yah-hoo'
	h%yY*a!r=y!
	3376
	H3373 - fearful

	Isaiah
	Yasha'Yahuw
	yash-ah-yah-hoo'
	Why*u=v^y=
	3470
	H3467 - has saved

	Ishiah
	YishshiYahuw
	yish-shee-yah-hoo'
	Why*v!y!
	3449
	H5383 - will lend

	Ishijah
	YishshiYahuw
	yish-shee-yah-hoo'
	Why*v!y!
	3449
	H5383 - will lend

	Ishmaiah
	Yishma'Yahuw
	yish-mah-yah-hoo'
	Why*u=m^v=y=
	3460
	H8085 - will hear

	Ismachiah
	YicmakYahuw
	yis-mak-yah-hoo'
	Why*k=m^s=y!
	3253
	H5564 - will sustain

	Ismaiah
	Yishma'Yahuw
	yish-mah-yah-hoo'
	Why*u=m^v=y=
	3460
	H8085 - will hear

	Isshiah
	YishshiYahuw
	yish-shee-yah-hoo'
	Why*v!y!
	3449
	H5383 - will lend

	Izrahiah
	YizrachYahuw
	yiz-rakh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*j=r^z=y!
	3156
	H2224 - will shine

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	J
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Jaazaniah
	Ya'azanYahuw
	yah-az-an-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=z^y^
	2970
	H238 - heard

	Jaaziah
	Ya'aziYahuw
	yah-az-ee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*z!u&y^
	3269
	H3267 - emboldened

	Jahaziah
	YachzeYahuw
	yakh-zeh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*z=j=y!
	3167
	H2372 - will behold

	Jaresiah
	Ya'areshYahuw
	yah-ar-esh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*v=r#u&y^
	3298
	from an unused root of uncert. signif.

	Jeberechiah
	YeberekYahuw
	yeb-eh-rek-yah-hoo'
	Why*k=r#b#y=
	3000
	H1288 - blessed

	Jecamiah
	YeqamYahuw
	yek-am-yah-hoo'
	h%y*m=q^y=
	3359
	H6965 - will rise

	Jecholiah
	YekolYahuw
	yek-ol-yah-hoo'
	Why*l=k*y=
	3203
	H3201 - will enable

	Jecholiah
	YekilYahuw
	yek-ee-leh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*l=yk!y=
	3203
	H3201 - will enable

	Jecoliah
	YekolYahuw
	yek-ol-yah-hoo'
	Why*l=k*y=
	3203
	H3201 - will enable

	Jecoliah
	YekilYahuw
	yek-ee-leh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*l=yk!y=
	3203
	H3201 - will enable

	Jeconiah
	YekonYahuw
	yek-on-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=k*y=
	3204
	H3559 - will establish

	Jeconiah
	YekowneYahuw
	yek-o-neh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*n=ok=y=
	3204
	H3559 - will establish

	Jedaiah
	YedaYahuw
	yed-aw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*d*y=
	3042
	H3034 - praised

	Jedaiah
	Yeda'Yahuw
	yed-ah-yah-hoo'
	h%y*u=d^y=
	3048
	H3045 - has known

	Jedidiah
	YediydeYahuw
	yed-ee-deh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*d=yd!y=
	3041
	H3039 - beloved

	Jehdeiah
	YechdiYahuw
	yekh-dee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*D!j=y#
	3165
	H3162 - unity

	Jehiah
	YechiYahuw
	yekh-ee-yah-hoo'
	h%Y*j!y=
	3174
	H2421 - will live

	Jehizkiah
	YechizqiYahuw
	yekh-iz-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!z=j!y=
	3169
	H3388 - strengthened

	Jekamiah
	YeqamYahuw
	yek-am-yah-hoo'
	h%y*m=q^y=
	3359
	H6965 - will rise

	Jeremiah
	YirmeYahuw
	yir-meh-yah-hoo'
	Why*m=r=y!
	3414
	H7311 - will rise

	Jeriah
	YeriYahuw
	yer-ee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*r!y=
	3404
	H3384 - will throw

	Jerijah
	YeriYahuw
	yer-ee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*r!y=
	3404
	H3384 - will throw

	Jesaiah
	Yasha'Yahuw
	yash-ah-yah-hoo'
	Why*u=v^y=
	3470
	H3467 - has saved

	Jeshaiah
	Yasha'Yahuw
	yash-ah-yah-hoo'
	Why*u=v^y=
	3470
	H3467 - has saved

	Jeshohaiah
	YeshowchaYahow
	yesh-o-khaw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*j*ovy=
	3439
	H3445 - will empty

	Jesiah
	YishshiYahuw
	yish-shee-yah-hoo'
	Why*v!y!
	3449
	H5383 - will lend

	Jezaniah
	YezanYahuw
	yez-an-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=z^y=
	3153
	Same as H2970

	Jeziah
	YizziYahuw
	yiz-zee-yah-hoo'
	h%Y*z!y!
	3150
	H3149 - sprinkled of

	Jezrahiah
	YizrachYahuw
	yiz-rakh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*j=r^z=y!
	3156
	H2224 - will shine

	Josiah
	Yo'shiYahuw
	yo -shee-yah-hoo'
	Why*v!a{y
	2977
	H803 - founded of

	Josibiah
	YowshibYahuw
	yo-shib-yah-hoo'
	h%y*b=v!Wy
	3143
	H3427 - will cause to dwell

	Josiphiah
	YowsiphYahuw
	yo-sif-yah-hoo'
	h%y*p=s!Wy
	3131
	H3254 - (is) adding

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	K
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Kolaiah
	QowlaYahuw
	ko-law-yah-hoo'
	h%y*l*oq
	6964
	H6963 - voice of

	Kushaiah
	QuwshaYahuw
	koo-shaw-yah-hoo'
	Why*v*Wq
	6984
	H6983 - entrapped

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	M
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Maadiah
	Ma'adYahuw
	mah-ad-yah-hoo'
	h%y*d=u^m^
	4573
	H5710 - ornament

	Maaseiah
	Ma'aseYahuw
	mah-as-ay-yah-hoo'
	Why*s@u&m^
	4641
	H4639 - work of

	Maaseiah
	MachseYahuw
	makh-say-yah-hoo'
	h%y*s@j=m^
	4271
	H4268 - refuge of (i.e. in)

	Maaziah
	Ma'azYahuw
	mah-az-yah-hoo'
	Why*z=u^m^
	4590
	H5756 - rescue of

	Malchiah
	MalkiYahuw
	mal-kee-yah-hoo'
	Why*K!l=m^
	4441
	H4428 - king of (i.e. appointed by)

	Malchijah
	MalkiYahuw
	mal-kee-yah-hoo'
	Why*K!l=m^
	4441
	H4428 - king of (i.e. appointed by)

	Mattaniah
	MattanYahuw
	mat-tan-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=T^m^
	4983
	H4976 - gift

	Mattithiah
	MattithYahuw
	mat-tith-yah-hoo'
	Why*t=T!m^
	4993
	H4991 - gift

	Melatiah
	MelatYahuw
	mel-at-yah-hoo'
	h%y*f=l^m=
	4424
	H4423 - delivered

	Melchiah
	MalkiYahuw
	mal-kee-yah-hoo'
	Why*K!l=m^
	4441
	H4428 - king of (i.e. appointed by)

	Meshelemiah
	MeshelemYahuw
	mesh-eh-lem-yah-hoo'
	Why*m=l#v#m=
	4920
	H7999 - ally of

	Micah
	MikaYahuw
	me-kaw-yah-hoo'
	Why=k*m!
	4321
	abbrev. for H4322

	Micah
	MiykaYahuw
	me-kaw-yah-hoo'
	Why=k*ym!
	4321
	abbrev. for H4322

	Micaiah
	MiykaYahuw
	miy-kaw-yah-hoo'
	Why*k*ym!
	4322
	for H4320

	Micaiah
	MikaYahuw
	me-kaw-yah-hoo'
	Why=k*m!
	4321
	abbrev. for H4322

	Micaiah
	MiykaYahuw
	me-kaw-yah-hoo'
	Why=k*ym!
	4321
	abbrev. for H4322

	Michaiah
	MiykaYahuw
	me-kaw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*k*ym!
	4320
	H4310 and H3588 - who (is) like?

	Michaiah
	MikaYahuw
	me-kaw-yah-hoo'
	Why=k*m!
	4321
	abbrev. for H4322

	Michaiah
	MiykaYahuw
	me-kaw-yah-hoo'
	Why=k*ym!
	4321
	abbrev. for H4322

	Mikneiah
	MiqneYahuw
	mik-nay-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=q=m!
	4737
	H4735 - possession

	Moadiah
	Mow'adYahuw
	mo-ad-yah-hoo'
	h%y*d=u^om
	4153
	H4151 - assembly of

	Moriah
	MoriYahuw
	mo-ree-yah-hoo'
	h%y*r!om
	4179
	H7200 - seen of

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	N
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Neariah
	Ne'arYahuw
	neh-ar-yah-hoo'
	h%y*r=u^n=
	5294
	H5288 - servant of

	Nedabiah
	NedabYahuw
	ned-ab-yah-hoo'
	h%yb=d^n=
	5072
	H5068 - largess of

	Nehemiah
	NechemYahuw
	nekh-em-yah-hoo'
	h%y*m=j#n=
	5166
	H5162 - consolation of

	Neriah
	NeriYahuw
	nay-ree-yah-hoo'
	WhY*r@n!
	5374
	H5216 - light of

	Nethaniah
	NethanYahuw
	neth-an-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=j^n=
	5418
	H5414 - given of

	Noadiah
	Now'adYahuw
	no-ad-yah-hoo'
	h%y*d=u^on
	5129
	H3259 - convened of

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	O
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Obadiah
	'ObadYahuw
	o-bad-yah-hoo'
	Why*d=b^u{
	5662
	H5647 - serving

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	P
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Pedaiah
	PedaYahuw
	ped-aw-yah-hoo'
	Why*d*P=
	6305
	H6299 - has ransomed

	Pekahiah
	PeqachYahuw
	pek-akh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*j=q^P=
	6494
	H6491 - has observed

	Pelaiah
	Pela'Yahuw
	pel-aw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*al*P=
	6411
	H6381 - has distinguished

	Pelaliah
	PelalYahuw
	pel-al-yah-hoo'
	h%y*l=l^P=
	6421
	H6419 - has judged

	Pelatiah
	PelatYahuw
	pel-at-yah-hoo'
	Why*f=l^P=
	6410
	H6403 - has delivered

	Pethahiah
	PethachYahuw
	peth-akh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*j=t^P=
	6611
	H6605 - has opened

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	R
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Raamiah
	Ra'amYahuw
	rah-am-yah-hoo'
	h%y*m=u^r^
	7485
	H7481 - has shaken

	Ramiah
	RamYahuw
	ram-yah-hoo'
	h%y*m=r
	7422
	H7311 - has raised

	Reaia
	Re'aYahuw
	reh-aw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*a*r=
	7211
	H7200 - has seen

	Reaiah
	Re'aYahuw
	reh-aw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*a*r=
	7211
	H7200 - has seen

	Reelaiah
	Re'elaYahuw
	reh-ay-law-yah-hoo'
	h%y*l*u=r=
	7480
	H7477 - made to tremble (i.e. fearful)

	Rehabiah
	RechabYahuw
	rekh-ab-yah-hoo'
	Why*b=j^r=
	7345
	H7337 - has enlarged

	Remaliah
	RemalYahuw
	rem-al-yah-hoo'
	Why*l=m^r=
	7425
	from an unused root perh. mean. to deck

	Rephaiah
	RephaYahuw
	ref-aw-yah-hoo'
	h%y*p*r=
	7509
	H7495 - has cured

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	S
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Semachiah
	SemakYahuw
	sem-ak-yah-hoo'
	Why*k=m^s=
	5565
	H5564 - supported

	Seraiah
	SeraYahuw
	ser-aw-yah-hoo'
	Why*r*s=
	8304
	H8280 - has prevailed

	Shamariah
	Shemaryahuw
	shem-ar-yah-hoo'
	Why*r=m^v=
	8114
	H8104 - has guarded

	Sheariah
	She'arYahuw
	sheh-ar-yah-hoo'
	h%y*r=u^v=
	8187
	H8176 - has stormed

	Shebaniah
	ShebanYahuw
	sheb-an-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=b^v=
	7645
	H7644 - has grown (i.e. prospered)

	Shecaniah
	ShekanYahuw
	shek-an-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=k^v=
	7935
	H7931 - has dwelt

	Shechaniah
	ShekanYahuw
	shek-an-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=k^v=
	7935
	H7931 - has dwelt

	Shehariah
	ShecharYahuw
	shekh-ar-yah-hoo'
	h%y*r=j^v=
	7841
	H7836 - has sought

	Shelemiah
	ShelemYahuw
	shel-em-yah-hoo'
	Why*m=l#v#
	8018
	H8002 - thank-offering of

	Shemaiah
	Shema'Yahuw
	shem-aw-yah-hoo'
	Why*u=m^v=
	8098
	H8085 - has heard

	Shemariah
	ShemarYahuw
	shem-ar-yah-hoo'
	Why*r=m^v=
	8114
	H8104 - has guarded

	Shephathiah
	ShephatYahuw
	shef-at-yah-hoo'
	Why*f=p^v=
	8203
	H8199 - has judged

	Shephatiah
	ShephatYahuw
	shef-at-yah-hoo'
	Why*f=p^v=
	8203
	H8199 - has judged

	Sherebiah
	SherebYahuw
	shay-rayb-yah-hoo'
	h%y*b=r@v@
	8274
	H8273 - has brought heat

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tebaliah
	TebalYahuw
	teb-al-yah-hoo'
	Why*l=b^f=
	2882
	H2881 - has dipped

	Tobadonijah
	Towb AdoniYahuw
	tobe ado-nee-yah'-hoo
	WhY*n!d{a& bof
	2899
	H2896 and H138 - pleasing (to)

	Tobiah
	TowbiYahuw
	to-bee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*b!of
	2900
	H2896 - goodness

	Tobijah
	TowbiYahuw
	to-bee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*b!of
	2900
	H2896 - goodness

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	U
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Uriah
	'UwriYahuw
	oo-ree-yah-hoo'
	Why*r!Wa
	223
	H217 - flame of

	Urijah
	'UwriYahuw
	oo-ree-yah-hoo'
	Why*r!Wa
	223
	H217 - flame of

	Uzziah
	'UzziYahuw
	ooz-zee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*z!u#
	5818
	H5797 - strength of

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	W
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Waniah
	WanYahuw
	wan-yah-hoo'
	h%y*n=w^
	2057
	H6030 - answered. For 6043?

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Z
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Zachariah
	Zekaryahuw
	zek-ar-yah-hoo'
	Why*r=k^z=
	2148
	H2142 - has remembered

	Zebadiah
	Zebadyahuw
	zeb-ad-yah-hoo'
	Why*d=b^z=
	2069
	H2064 - has given

	Zechariah
	ZekarYahuw
	zek-ar-yah-hoo'
	Why*r=k^z=
	2148
	H2142 - has remembered

	Zedekiah
	TsidqiYahuw
	tsid-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!d=x!
	6667
	H6664 - right of

	Zephaniah
	TsephanYahuw
	tsef-an-yah-hoo'
	Why*n=p^x=
	6846
	H6845 - has secreted

	Zerahiah
	ZerachYahuw
	zer-akh-yah-hoo'
	h%y*j=r^z=
	2228
	H2225 - has risen

	Zidkijah
	TsidqiYahuw
	tsid-kee-yah-hoo'
	WhY*q!d=x!
	6667
	H6664 - right of


Names starting in Yah or Yahuw + the remainder of the name, whose meaning is shown with its particular Strong's number, give the whole meaning of the name. 

Beginning in a form of Yahuwah

	English
	‘Ibriy
	Pronunciation
	‘Ibriy Spelling
	Strong’s
	Meaning

	JAH
	Yahuw
	yah
	Hy*
	3050
	contr. for H3068

	Jehoadah
	Yahuw'addah
	yah-hoo-ad-daw'
	hD*u^Why=
	3085
	H5710 - adorned

	Jehoaddan
	Yahuw'addiyn
	yah-hoo-ad-deen'
	/yD!u^Why=
	3086
	H5727 - pleased

	Jehoahaz
	Yahuw'achaz
	yah-hoo-aw-khawz'
	ih*a*Why=
	3059
	H270 - seized

	Jehoash
	Yahuw'ash
	yah-hoo-awsh'
	va*Why=
	3060
	H784 - fired

	Jehohanan
	Yahuwchanan
	yah-hoo-khaw-nawn'
	/n*h*Why=
	3076
	H2603 - favored

	Johanan
	Yahuwchanan
	yah-hoo-khaw-nawn'
	/n*h*Why=
	3076
	H2603 - favored

	Jehoiada
	Yahuwyada'
	yah-hoo-yaw-daw'
	ud*y*Why=
	3077
	H3045 - known

	Jehoiachin
	Yahuwyakiyn
	yah-hoo-yaw-keen'
	/yk!y*Why=
	3078
	H3559 will establish

	Jehoiakim
	Yahuwyaqiym
	yah-hoo-yaw-keem'
	<yq!y*Why=
	3079
	H6965 - will raise

	Jehoiarib
	Yahuwyariyb
	yah-hoo-yaw -reeb'
	byr!y*Why=
	3080
	H7378 - will contend

	Jehonadab 
	Yahuwnadab
	yah-hoo-naw-dawb'
	bd*n*Why=
	3082
	H5068 - largessed

	Jonadab 
	Yahuwnadab
	yah-hoo-naw-dawb'
	bd*n*Why=
	3082
	H5068 - largessed

	Jehonathan
	Yahuwnathan
	yah-hoo-naw-thawn'
	/t*n*Why=
	3083
	H5414 - given

	Jehoram
	Yahuwram
	yah-hoo-rawm'
	<r*Why=
	3088
	H7311 - raised

	Jehoshabeath
	Yahuwshab'ath
	yah-hoo-shab-ath'
	tu^b=x^Why=
	3090
	a form of H3089

	Jehoshaphat
	Yahuwshaphat
	yah-hoo-shaw-fawt'
	fp*v*Why=
	3092
	H8199 - judged

	Jehosheba
	Yahuwsheba'
	yah-hoo-sheh'-bah
	ub^v#Why=
	3089
	H7650 - sworn

	Jehoshua
	Yahushua'
	yah-hoo-shoo'-ah
	u^WvWhy=
	3091
	H3467 salvation of Yahuwah

	Jehoshuah
	Yahushua'
	yah-hoo-shoo'-ah
	u^WvWhy=
	3091
	H3467 salvation of Yahuwah

	Jehoshuah
	Yahushua'
	yah-hoo-shoo'-ah
	u^WvWhy=
	3091
	H3467 salvation of Yahuwah

	Jehovah
	Yahuwah
	yah-hoo-wah'
	hW*hy=
	3068
	H1961- (the) Self-Existent

	Jehovahjireh
	Yehovah yireh
	yah-hoo-vaw' yir-eh'
	ha#r=y! hW*hy=
	3070
	H7200 - will see (to it)

	Jehovahnissi
	Yehovah nicciy
	yah-hoo-vaw'; nis-see'
	ySS!n! hW*hy=
	3071
	H5251 - (is) my banner

	Jehovahshalom
	Yehovah shalowm
	yah-hoo-vaw' shaw-lome'
	<olv* hW*hy=
	3073
	H7965 - (is) peace

	Jehozabad
	Yahuwzabad
	yah-hoo-zaw-bawd'
	db*z*Why=
	3075
	H2064 - endowed

	Jehozadak
	Yahuwyakiyn
	yah-hoo-yaw-keen'
	/yk!y*Why=
	3078
	H3559 - will establish

	Jehozadek
	Yahuwtsadaq
	yah-hoo-tsaw-dawk'
	qd*j*Why=
	3087
	H6663 - righted

	Jehu
	Yahuw'
	yah-hoo'
	aWhy=
	3058
	H1931 - He is Yahuwah

	Josedech
	Yahuwtsadaq
	yah-hoo-tsaw-dawk'
	qd*x*Why=
	3087
	H6663 - righted

	Joshua
	Yahushua
	yah-hoo-shoo'-ah
	u^WvWhy=
	3091
	H3467 - saved


_______________________________________

Appendix C

The Missing J

  This article is included as is from the Assemblies of Yahweh in Messiah. The information concerning the introduction of the letter J into the English languages is factual history and is very provable. The doctrinal statements contained in it must be taken at face value and the reader is responsible for determining the scriptural accuracy of those statements. 

  Names and other errors, such as "Yahweh" and "Yehowshu’a," have not been corrected (see Chapter III for correct spelling and pronunciation of various names. The author).
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+

  This article is taken from booklet by the same title published by Assemblies of Yahweh in Messiah, Columbia (now Rocheport), Missouri; 

  First printed 1981, Revised printing 1982. Edited for HTML inclusion at this website only as necessary. Inclusion of this document at the Simple Truth Website in no way indicates or implies endorsement, affiliation, or support of, with, or between the Assemblies of Yahweh in Messiah and the publishers of the website.

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+

Why "Jesus" and "Jehovah" are Incorrect

"Precious name, oh how sweet," sing many voices as people gather each week to praise and worship the Savior and Redeemer of Israel. 

  But the name they sing praises to is not the Messiah's name and never was. The name "Jesus" is a combination of the Greek "Iesous" and the Latin version employing the letter J. This name commonly used in Christianity did not exist until about 500 years ago.

  The French philosopher, historian, and religion scholar Ernest Renan stated in his book, The Life of Jesus, that the Savior never was called Jesus in His lifetime. Renan based his conclusion on his archaeological trips to the Holy Land in searching for inspiration and materials on the Savior.

  Renan is not the only one disclaiming the popular name of the Messiah. Proof likely exists in your own home or can easily be found in your local library. You'll find a wealth of proof in these pages--references common in any library.

  References also abound that show that the Creator's name is not Jehovah. The name Jehovah is a mistake brought on by copyists, who deliberately added the vowels from "Adonai" to the Tetragrammaton (the Heavenly Father's Name in Hebrew Scriptures) in an effort to warn the reader not to enunciate the name they believed was too sacred to voice.

  The Third Commandment expressly forbids misusing the sacred Name and "bringing it to nought." Accepting a substitute certainly is not using His Name as intended. Jeremiah prophesied that the Scribes (copyists) would err: "How can you say, 'We are wise for we have the law of Yahweh,' when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled it falsely?" Jeremiah 8:8, New International Version

  All aspiring religious groups strive to be the Philadelphia assembly mentioned in Revelation chapter 3. But they overlook one of its important attributes: "I know you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name," Revelation 3:8, NIV.

  Webster's New World Dictionary says of the word "deny": "To declare untrue; contradict; refuse to accept as true or right; reject as unfounded, unreal, etc.; to refuse to acknowledge as one's own; refuse to grant or give; to refuse the use of or access to; to refuse the request of (a person)."

  By using substitute names, churchianity has denied the sacred Name. Let's understand why the popular names for the Creator and His Son are erroneous and how they came to be accepted.

The 'J' Didn't Exist
  One of the most obvious reasons that "Jesus" and "Jehovah" are incorrect is found in their common initial letter, J. Most comprehensive dictionaries and encyclopedias demonstrate that the letter J is of recent derivation. The Encyclopedia American contains the following on J:

The form of J was unknown in any alphabet until the 14th century. Either symbol (J, I) used initially generally had the consonantal sound of Y as in year. Gradually, the two symbols (J, I) were differentiated, the J usually acquiring consonantal force and thus becoming regarded as a consonant, and the I becoming a vowel. It was not until 1630 that the differentiation became general in England. 

  The letter J developed from the letter I and was used to avoid confusion. Chamber's Encyclopedia says that in medieval handwriting the small i was liable to be confused with one of the strokes of a preceding or following u. Therefore an oblique stroke and later a dot was often made over the i. Alternately, the i was prolonged below the line.

  The J and its I sound is still used in the German language. In the names of the months of January, June, and July, the German keeps the "ee" sound much like our Y. For example, July is pronounced "Yulee."

  Note the substantiating comments of the Encyclopedia Americana regarding the letter J:

It is one of the few permanent additions to those alphabets, made in medieval or modern times. More exactly, it was not an addition, but a differentiation from an existing letter, I, which in Latin, besides being a vowel (as in index), had also the consonantal value of "Y" (as in maior, pronounced "mayor") At a later stage, the symbol "J" was used for distinctive purposes, particularly when the "I" had to be written initially (or in conjunction with another "I"). 

  Either symbol used initially generally had the consonantal sound of "Y" (as in year) so that the Latin pronunciation of either Ianuarius or Januarius was though the spelling was "Yanuarius." While in some words of Hebrew and other origin (such as Hallelujah or Junker), "J" has the phonetic value of "Y." 

  Because the letter J derived from the I, and had the same sound, it was classed a vowel. The letter I comes from the Greek "iota," which is the Hebrew "yothe." Both have a vowel sound. There is no "J" sound in the Anglo-Saxon, let alone Hebrew, and no Roman form to work from. The J was first pronounced as the I until the printing press was introduced. Gradually, the letter J acquired its own sound through French influence.

  Webster's Universal Dictionary (1936) discloses the early relationship between I and J:

As a character it was formerly used interchangeably with "i," both letters having originally the same sound; and after the "j" sound came to be common in English, it was often written where this sound must have been pronounced. The separation of these two letters is of comparatively recent date, being brought about through the influence of the Dutch printers. 

  The New Book of Knowledge demonstrates that the I was derived from the Hebrew "yothe." The yothe is the same Hebrew letter that begins Yahweh's Name. It also begins the Savior's Name Yahshua (Yehowshu'a). The sound of the yothe is "ee" or "eh." (More on the sacred Name later in this booklet.)

  The printing press soon replaced the laborious copying by the scribes the longhand editions of the Bible. The initial copies of the King James Version did not use the letter J for the Savior's Name. No evidence has come to light that shows the letter I ever had the consonantal sound of the letter J. This is shown in the New Funk and Wagnall Encyclopedia:

  Not until the middle of the 17th century did this usage become universal in English books; in the King James Bible of 1611 for example, the words Jesus and judge are invariably Iesus and iudge. 

  This is corroborated by the authoritative Oxford English Dictionary concerning the letter J, "The Jj types are not used in the Bible of 1611...."

Writing Followed Speech
  The Oxford English Dictionary is acknowledged as the most authoritative work on the origins and meanings of words in the English language. A 12-volume work, the dictionary took 50 years to produce.

  Under the entry "J," this dictionary explains how the J received its sound:

  Some time before the 6th century, this y-sound had, by compression in articulation, and consequent development of an initial 'stop,' become a consonantal dipthong, passing through a sound (dy), akin to that of our di, de, in odious, hideous, to that represented in our phonetic symbolization (dz). At the same time, the original guttural sound of G, when followed by a front vowel, had changed to that of palatal g (gy), and then, by an advance of the point of closure, had passed through that of (dy), to the same sound (dz); so that i consonant and the so-called g 'soft' came to have, in the Romanic languages, the same identical value. 

  The Encyclopedia Britannica shows that the sound of the letter J was the same as the letter I:

The original consonantal sound represented by the letter was the semi-vowel or spirant "I" (the sound of y in yacht). This passed into dy and later into the sound dz which the letter represents today. 

  Along with the changing pronunciation, there came the change in the alphabet to accommodate the alteration. Webster's New International Dictionary explains:

  J is a comparatively late variant from the Latin I which was used indifferently as a vowel or consonant, its consonantal value being that of English Y in yet. The form J was developed from i during the Middle Ages, and it was long used in certain positions in the word merely without regard to the sound as a consonant or vowel. But the lengthened form was often initial, and the initial was usually consonantal, so the j gradually became differentiated from i in function as well as form. It was not, however, until the 17th century that the distinction of j as a consonant and i as a vowel was fully established and the capital J introduced. In English, the regular and practically uniform sound of j as in "jet" (dzh), the same as g in "gem," dates from the 11th century, that being the sound represented by i when consonantal in words then introduced from Old French. 

J Sound Same as I Sound
  In his book, Triumph of the Alphabet, author A.C. Moorhouse explains how the Y and the I (hence the J also) were all related in sound. 

  Furthermore, he cites how one language will borrow from another to bring the same sound across. Note his comment on page 128:

The Semitic alphabet had no vowels, but it was essential for intelligibility that the Greek alphabet should have them. This it did by using Semitic letters which represented sounds unknown to the Greek. Semitic yod stood for the semivowel y, and it is easy to use it in Greek for the related vowel i. 

  Written language develops from spoken. Even today, missionaries are challenged to reduce a tribal language in some remote area to writing. It is difficult to bring across into English every vocalization in a foreign tongue using our alphabet.

  The New Book of Knowledge confirms the findings of Moorhouse:

The early history of the letter "J" is the same as the history of the letter "I." "I" is a descendant of the ancient Phoenician and Hebrew letter "yod" and the Greek letter "iota." The Phoenicians gave the yod a semiconsonant sound pronounced like the "Y" in yellow. While the lower case "J" of modern type was derived directly from medieval manuscripts, the capital "J" is virtually a printer's invention. The sound "J" as we know it in English today was derived when the "Y" sound eventually passed into a "dy" sound and later into the "J" sound as in juggle. 

  Eventually, all modern languages picked up the new sound from Latin. Under the topic "J," Collier's Encyclopedia shows how this happened:

Introduced as a sign for the consonantal sound of "i" in Latin words, the letter j was soon used in English, French, and Spanish to represent the sound that developed out of Latinic consonantic i in each of these three languages. This was a certain improvement, since these three sounds (y, z, dz) which all developed out of the Latin consonant i, did not exist in Latin, and the Latin alphabet had no sign for them. 

  If the letter J and its sound (dz) did not exist until shortly before the printing of the King James Version of the Bible, what were the names of the Heavenly Father and His Son before that time?

The Actual name
  The Creator's Name Yahweh derives from the Tetragrammaton YHWH, the English equivalent of the Hebrew letters yothe, hay, waw, hay. The Tetragrammaton -- "four letters" is found in ancient Bible manuscripts. Early Christian writers such as Clement of Alexandria transliterated it into Greek as IAOUE. (Transliterate means to carry the actual sound of a word from one language to another.) The Tetragrammaton is made up of four Hebrew letters having the force of vowels, as Hebrew primers readily show. Josephus says that the Tetragrammaton appeared in the High Priest's miter (hat) and consisted of four vowels. Wars, Book V, chapter V, 7.

  In Greek, the I has an "ee" sound as in machine. When we pronounce the Tetragrammaton IAOUE we get the sound "ee-ah-ou-eh." Saying it rapidly we produce "Yah-way," which appears as Yahweh in English. 

  The Tetragrammaton appears 6,823 times in Hebrew Scriptures. The short form of the sacred Name appears in one place in the King James Version: "...extol Him that rideth upon the heavens by His name JAH, and rejoice before Him," Psalm 68:4. As we have seen, the J should be a Y.

  Hebrew names are transliterated into our English Bible as evidenced by many common names. Many names of Old Testament writers such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zephaniah, end with this first part (Yah) of the sacred Name. Note that they retain the "ee" sound of the I in "iah."

  Numerous secular as well as religious scholars attest that Yahweh is the correct, original Name of the Heavenly Father. Following is a listing of some of each, taken right from reference works and materials available in nearly every public library.

Secular Scholars 
The New American Encyclopedia: "Jehovah -- (properly Yahweh) a name of the God of Israel, now widely regarded as a mis-pronunciation of the Hebrew YHWH.

The Encyclopedia Britannica: "...the letters YHWH used in the original Hebrew Bible to represent the name of God."

The Oxford Cyclopedic Concordance: "Jehovah -- the name revealed to Moses at Horeb. Its real pronunciation is approximately Yahweh. The Name itself was not pronounced Jehovah before the 16th century."

American Heritage Dictionary: "Yahweh -- A name for God assumed by modern scholars to be a rendering of the pronunciation of the Tetragrammaton."

Webster's new World Dictionary: "Yahweh -- God, a form of the Hebrew name in the Old Testament. See Tetragrammaton.

New Century Dictionary: "Jehovah -- the common European rendering of Heb. JHVH (or YHWH), representing, without vowels Heb. Jahweh (or Yahweh), a divine name... regarded by the Jews as too sacred for utterance and hence replaced in the reading of the Scriptures by Adonai or Elohim; the form Jehovah being due to a mispronunciation of Heb. JHVH with the vowels of the associated Heb. Adonai. A name of God in the Old Testament, being the Christian rendering the 'ineffable name,' JHVH in the Hebrew Scriptures. 

A History of Christianity, Kenneth Scott Latourette (p.11): Israel regarded their god, Yahweh, a name mistakenly put into the English as Jehovah, as the God of the universe, the maker and ruler of heaven and earth. Other peoples had their gods, but Yahweh was regarded by these monotheists as far more powerful than they. 

Encyclopedia Britannica (Micropedia, vol.10): Yahweh -- the personal name of the God of the Israelites...The Masoretes, Jewish biblical scholars of the Middle Ages, replaced the vowel signs that had appeared above or beneath the consonants of YHWH with the vowel signs of Adonai or of Elohim. Thus, the artificial name Jehovah (YeHoWaH) came into being. Although Christian scholars after the Renaissance and Reformation periods used the term Jehovah for YHWH, in the 19th and 20th centuries biblical scholars again began to use the form Yahweh. Early Christian writers, such as Clement of Alexandria in the 2nd century, had used the form Yahweh, thus this pronunciation of the Tetragrammaton was never really lost. Greek transcriptions also indicate that Yhwh should be pronounced Yahweh. 

Religious Scholars
  Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature: "Jehovah -- the imperfect of Jahve (Yahwe or Jehovah or Jahwe (Yahweh)). He is self existing." Vol. 3, p. 901.

Jewish Encyclopedia: "Rabbinical Literature -- The name Yahweh is considered the Name proper." Vol. 9, p. 162.

Seventh-Day Adventist Bible Commentary: "And the name above all others that was looked upon as the name, the personal name of God, was YAHWEH." Vol. 1, p. 172.

The International Bible Encyclopedia of the King James Version: "Jehovah -- It is believed that the correct pronunciation of this word is 'Yahweh.' "

New Standard Bible Dictionary: "Jehovah -- properly Yahweh...the form 'Jehovah' is impossible, according to the strict principles of Hebrew vocalization."

Davis Dictionary of the Bible: "Jehovah -- The Tetragrammaton is generally believed to have been pronounced Jahweh, Yahweh..."

A Greek-English Lexicon: "Kurios -- equals 'Yahweh.' " p. 1013.

Jewish Quarterly Review: "In the biblical period Yahweh was a proper name, the God of Israel, an ethnic God." April 1969, Dr. Zolomon Zeitlin.

New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, Vol. 2: In the OT the words el, eloah, and elohim, from related roots, are generic designations of God. Alongside and alternating with them stands the individual personal name Yahweh. 

Review and Herald, December 16, 1971: Yahweh is the name that identifies the God of the Hebrews. Where the Philistines worshiped Dagon, the Egyptians, Amon, and the Ammonites, Milcom, the Hebrews worshiped Yahweh. The title 'god' (elohim) is applied to false deities in the Scriptures as well as to Yahweh, hence is not a term by which one can be distinguished from the others. When the voice said, ' I am Yahweh,' there was no doubt in any listener's mind as to the identity of the speaker. He was the god of the Hebrews. So far as is known, no other peoples called their god by this name. 

'Jehovah' Wrong From the Start
  "Jehovah" is a hybrid name manufactured as a result of a fear to pronounce the sacred Name Yahweh.

  In chapter 4 of the introduction to The Emphasized Bible, Joseph Rotherham explains how the sacred Name was avoided: It is willingly admitted that the suppression has not been absolute; at least so far as Hebrew and English are concerned. The Name, in its four essential letters, was reverently transcribed by the Hebrew copyists, and therefore was necessarily placed before the eye of the Hebrew reader. The latter, however, was instructed not to pronounce it, but to utter instead a less sacred name -- Adonay or Elohim. In this way the Name was not suffered to reach the ear of the listener. 

  Jehovah is the result of a further derailment in the convoluted efforts to avoid the Name Yahweh.

  Scholars all know that Jehovah could not be the pronunciation of the Tetragrammaton YHWH used for the Creator in the oldest available manuscripts.

  In the preface to the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, pp. 6-7, is the following about "Jehovah": The form Jehovah is of late medieval origin; it is a combination of the consonants of the Divine Name and the vowels attached to it by the Masoretes but belonging to an entirely different word. The sound of Y is represented by J and the sound of W by V, as in Latin. The word "Jehovah" does not accurately represent any form of the Name ever used in Hebrew. 

  A note on Exodus 3:14, taken from The Authorized Catholic Bible, says: 3:14. I am who am: apparently this utterance is the source of the word Yahweh, the proper personal name of the God of Israel. 

  It is commonly explained in reference to God as the absolute and necessary Being. It may be understood of God as the Source of all created beings. Out of reverence for this name, the term Adonai, "my Lord," was later used as a substitute. The word LORD in the present version represents this traditional usage. The word "Jehovah" arose from a false reading of this name as it is written in the current Hebrew text. 

  More proof is found on page 15 of the preface to The Bible, An American Translation, by Smith and Goodspeed: As nearly as we can now tell, the Hebrews called their Deity by the name Yahweh, and in a shorter form, Yah, used in relatively few cases. In course of time they came to regard this name as too sacred for utterance. They therefore substituted for it the Hebrew word for "Lord." When vowels were added to the text, the consonants of "Yahweh" were given the vowels of "Lord." 

  Somewhere in the fourteenth century C.E. Christian scholars, not understanding this usage, took the vowels and consonants exactly as they were written and produced the artificial name "Jehovah" which has persisted ever since. 

  The Oxford English Dictionary succinctly demonstrates exactly how the word "Jehovah" became an erroneous substitution for the sacred Name Yahweh (Hebrew alphabetical characters omitted from original text): Jehovah [The English and common European representation, since the 16th c., of the Hebrew divine name (YHWH). This word (the 'sacred tetragrammaton') having come to be considered by the Jews too sacred for utterance, was pointed in the O.T. by the Masoretes with the vowels of (adonai), as a direction to the reader to substitute ADONAI for the 'ineffable name'; which is actually done by Jerome in the Vulgate translation of Exodus vi. 3, and hence by Wyclif. Students of Hebrew at the Revival of Letters took these vowels as those of the word (IHUH, JHVH) itself, which was accordingly transliterated in Latin spelling as IeHoVa(H), i.e. Iehoua'h. It is now held that the original name was IaHUe(H), i.e. Jahwe(h), and one or other of these forms is now generally used by writers upon the religion of the Hebrews. The word has generally been understood to be a derivative of the verb hawah to be, to exist, as if 'he that is', 'the self-existent', or 'the one ever coming into manifestation'; this origin is now disputed, but no conjectured derivation which has been substituted has found general acceptance. 

  The O.E.D. is supported by the New English Bible. On page 16 of this Bible's introduction, we read: This personal name, written with the consonants YHWH, was considered too sacred to be uttered; so the vowels for the words 'my Lord' or 'God' were added to the consonants YHWH, and the reader was warned by these vowels that he must substitute other consonants. This change having to be made so frequently, the Rabbis did not consider it necessary to put the consonants of the new reading in the margin...YHWH was read with the intruded vowels, the vowels of an entirely different word, namely 'my Lord' or 'God.' In late medieval times this mispronunciation became current as Jehova, and it was (unwittingly) taken over as Jehovah by the Reformers in Protestant Bibles. 

  The Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 12, corroborates the foregoing religious sources: The pronunciation 'Jehovah' is an error resulting among Christians from combining the consonants YHWH with the vowels of 'adonay.' 

  The Jehovah's Witnesses themselves admit the "Jehovah" is inferior to "Yahweh." On pages 16 and 20 of their book, Let Your Name Be Sanctified, are these words: Yahweh...is admittedly superior to Jehovah. 'The wrong spelling Jehovah occurs since about 1100' and then it offers its arguments in favor of Yahweh as 'the correct and original pronunciation.' 

  Their New Testament Bible translation, New World Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures (published by Watchtower Bible and Tract Society), has on p. 25 of the foreword: While inclining to view the pronunciation "Yahweh" as the more correct way, we have retained the form "Jehovah" because of people's familiarity with it since the 14th century. 

  The person credited with popularizing the name Jehovah is Peter Galatin, confessor to Pope Leo the 10th. The Oxford English Dictionary puts the date Galatins use of Jehovah at 1516 in De Arcanis Catholic Varitatis.

  Rotherham has this to say about "Jehovah's" origins: The pronunciation Jehovah was unknown until 1520, when it was introduced by Galatinus; but was contested by Le Mercier, J. Drusius, and L. Capellus, as against grammatical and historical propriety. 

  Obviously, if the first recorded use of the name Jehovah is only some 500 years old, it can't be the Name the Creator gave the Hebrews 5,000 years earlier.

  The illogical fusion of the sacred Name with the vowel points of another name is shown by Rotherham: To give the name JHVH the vowels of the word Lord (Heb. Adonai) and pronounce it Jehovah, is about as hybrid a combination as it would be to spell the name Germany with the vowels in the name Portugal --viz., Gormuna. 

  The Jews' superstitious fear of the Name led to a complete fabrication in the name Jehovah.

Was the Pronunciation Lost?
  Because of the years-long efforts of scribes and others to conceal the sacred Name, some today believe that the pronunciation of the Name of the Heavenly Father has been lost. The evidence proves otherwise, however. The proper vocalization of the Name was perpetuated down through the centuries.

  The Encyclopedia Britannica (11th Edition, vol. 12) says of "Yahweh": The Rabbinic tradition that after the death of Simeon the Just (fl. 290 B.C.E.) it was no longer pronounced even on these occasions, is contradicted by the well-attested statement that in the last generations before the fall of Jerusalem (C.E. 70) it was uttered so low that the sounds were lost in the chant of the priest. After that event the liturgical use of the name ceased, but the tradition was perpetuated in the Rabbinic schools; it continued also to be employed by healers, exorcists, and magicians, and is found on many magical papyri. It is asserted by Philo that only priests might pronounce it and by Josephus that those who know it were forbidden to divulge it. 

  Finally the Samaritans shared the scruples of the Jews, except that they used it in judicial oaths. 

  The early Christians scholars therefore easily learnt the true pronunciation. Clement of Alexandria (d. 212) gives Iaove or Iaovai (or in one manuscript Iaov), Origen (d. 253-54) 'Ian, and Epiphanius (d. 404) IaBe (or Iave in one manuscript); Theodoret (d. 457) says that the Samaritans pronounced it IaBe (or Iapa).... 

  This new name, though at first widely known, as the Moabite Stone shows, was soon considered too sacred for daily use and confined to the Scriptures. 

  Outside the Old Testament Yhwh occurs only on the Moabite Stone (c. 850 B.C.E.); the usual form is YH or Yhw, occuring in unvocalized texts of the 5th and 4th centuries B.C.E. These forms appear in the Old Testament sporadically as the independent Yah and regularly as Yah or Yahu at the end and Yeho of Yo at the beginning of proper names. 

  The Encyclopedia Judaica confirms that the pronunciation "Yahweh" was preserved: "The true pronunciation of the name YHWH was never lost. Several early Greek writers of the Christian Church testify that the name was pronounced 'Yahweh.' This is confirmed, at least for the vowel of the first syllable of the name, by the shorter form Yah, which is sometimes used in poetry (e.g. Ex. 15:2)." New archaeological finds attest to the accuracy of the Name Yahweh. 

  The New Schaff-Herzog Religious Encyclopedia shows how important these discoveries are in regard to the veracity of the sacred Name's pronunciation: Yahweh: The pronunciation Yahweh of the Hebrew Tetragrammaton need no longer be based primarily on traditions preserved in late patristic sources. Both the vocalization yahwe and yahu (a shortened form used chiefly in personal names) are now confirmed by a variety of ancient New Eastern inscriptional materials from the first and second millennia B.C.E. 

  Yahwe was originally a finite verb derived from a causative stem of the Northwest Semitic root hwy, 'to come into being.' The divine name would thus go back to a verbal form meaning 'he causes to come into existence,' or in effect, 'he creates.' 

  The name Yahweh appears to have been originally the first or key word of an ancient liturgical formula which proclaimed the creative activity of the deity. No non-Israelite divine name 'Yahweh' has yet been identified certainly in ancient Near Eastern sources. 

And the Son's Name?
  From a study of the origin of letters that make up the word "Jesus" in our English Bibles, we can readily see that the name of the Savior underwent considerable change as it was brought from one language to another.

  The name of the Redeemer of Israel, who has the only name through which man can find salvation (Acts 4:12), has been given a Latinized hybrid name that never existed in Hebrew and did not exist in English until 500 years ago.

  Strong's Exhaustive Concordance shows that the word Jesus is from the Greek "Iesous," which according to Strong's Greek Dictionary, derives from the Hebrew Yahowshua. The vowel points that make this transliteration (sounding out) are much more recent than the actual Hebrew letters, being introduced between 600 and 900 C.E. Removing them to be consistent with the original letters, we get Yahshua (Yehowshu'a).

  The first three letters, reading right to left, are pronounced YAHW because they are equivalent to the English vowels IAU. They are the same letters that begin Yahweh's Name. The last two Hebrew letters are pronounced SHUA, as found in Strong's Concordance Hebrew Dictionary, No. 8668.

  Clearly, the name of the Savior was changed from Yahshua (Yehowshu'a), through contraction, to Joshua (then Jeshua). Evidence that the Y in His name took on the J is found in Acts 7:45 and Hebrews 4:8, where translators of the King James Version inserted "Jesus" when Joshua, the son of Nun, was meant.

  When transferred into Greek, by taking the termination characteristics of the language, it assumed the form Jesus as it came through the Latin. Unlike English, which uses corresponding suffixes in personal pronouns, most languages have special endings on nouns that show the case, number, and gender. The "us" ending indicates masculine nominative. Thus the metamorphosis from "Yahshua (Yehowshu'a)" to "Jesus" was complete.

  As with the Father's Name, numerous sources easily available attest that the Name Yahshua (Yehowshu'a) is incorrectly rendered "Jesus."

Secular Scholars
  Encyclopedia Americana: "Jesus Christ -- ...Although Matthew (1:21) interprets the name originally Joshua, that is, 'Yahweh is salvation,' and finds it specially appropriate for Jesus of Nazareth, it was a common one at a time." (Vol. 16, p. 41)

  Encyclopedia Britannica (15th ed.): "Jesus Christ -- ...The same is true of the name Jesus. In the Septuagint it is the customary Greek form for the common Hebrew name Joshua; i.e., 'Yahweh helps.' " Vol. 10. p. 149.

  Following is an extract from the Oxford English Dictionary under "Jesus": Jesus [a.L. Iesu-s,a. Gr. (I-ee-sous), ad. late Heb. or Aram. yeshua, Jeshua, for the earlier y'hoshua, Jehoshua or Joshua (explained as 'Jah (or Jahveh) is salvation': cf. y'shuah 'salvation, deliverance', and matt.i.21), a frequent Jewish personal name, which, as that of the Founder of Christianity, has passed through Gr. and L. into all the languages of Christendom. 

  Had the Savior's Name been transliterated into Greek and Latin, the true and proper form would have been preserved.

Religious Scholars
  Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature: "Jesus Christ -- There can be no doubt that Jesus is the Greek form of a Hebrew name. Its original and full form is Jehoshua. By contraction it became Joshua or Jeshua; and when transferred into Greek, by taking the termination characteristics of that language, it assumed the form Jesus."

  Word Studies in the New Testament, by Marvin R. Vincent -- Jesus. The Greek form of a Hebrew name, which had been borned by two illustrious individuals in former periods of the Jewish history -- Joshua, the successor of Moses, and Jeshua, the high-priest, who with Zerubbabel took so active a part in the re-establishment of the civil and religious polity of the Jews in their return from Babylon. Its original and full form is Jehoshua, becoming by contraction Joshua or Jeshua. Joshua, the son of Nun, the successor of Moses, was originally named Hoshea (saving), which was altered by Moses into Jehoshua (Yahweh (our) Salvation) (Num. 13:16). The meaning of the name, therefore, finds expression in the title Savior (Luke 1:47; 2:11; John 4:42). 

  The Acts of the Apostles by Jackson and Lake: Jesus -- This is the regular Greek translation of the Hebrew Joshua. The latter assumed a shorter form Jeshua in later times, which explains also the e in the Greek spelling. Among the Biblical instances Joshua the son of Nun, and Jeshua the son of Jehozadak, high priest in the time of Zerubbabel, are well known. The Greek spelling occurs in the LXX (with some exception) for the Hebrew name. It is included in the title of Ecclesiasticus. It is used in the New Testament at Luke 3:29, Acts 7:45, and Hebrews 4:8 of ancient Hebrews, and of Jews of the early Roman Empire at Col. 4:11, by Josephus frequently (see Niese, Index, s.v.) and many other Jewish sources. 

  Douay-Rheims Catholic Bible: (under Hebrews 4:8) "Jesus. Josue, who in Greek is called Jesus."

  Smith's Bible Dictionary: "Jesus Christ -- The name Jesus means Savior, and was a common name, derived from the ancient Hebrew Jehoshua."

  A Dictionary of the Bible, by James Hastings: "Jesus -- the Greek form for the name Joshua or Jeshua. Jeshua -- Yahweh is salvation or Yahweh is opulence.

  Alford's Greek Testament, An Exegetical and Critical Commentary: "Jesus -- The same name as Joshua, the former deliverer of Israel."

  Encyclopedic Dictionary of Religion: "Jesus (The Name) -- Matthew's Gospel explains it as symbolic of His mission, 'For He will save His people from their sins.' This agrees with its popular meaning as 'Yahweh saves...' " p. 1886.

  Catholic Encyclopedia: "The Sacred Name -- The word Jesus is the Latin form of the Greek (Iesous) which in turn is the transliteration of the Hebrew Jeshua, or Joshua, or again Jehoshua, meaning 'Jehovah is salvation.' " Vol. 8, p. 374.

  Interpreter's Bible: (Note on Matt. 1:21) "Jesus: for He shall save: The play on words (Yeshua, Jesus; yoshia, shall save) is possible in Hebrew but not in Aramaic. The name Joshua means "Yahweh is salvation."

  Barne's Notes: (Note on Matt. 1:21) "His name Jesus: The name Jesus is the same as Saviour. It is derived from the verb signifying to save. In Hebrew it is the same as Joshua. In two places [Acts 7:45 and Hebrews 4:8] in the New Testament it is used where it means Joshua, the leader of the Jews into Canaan, and in our translation the name Joshua should have been retained."

  Matthew Henry's Commentary on Matthew 1:21: "Jesus is the same name with Joshua, the termination only being changed, for the sake of conforming it to the Greek."

  New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, vol. 2, p. 330: OT Iesous is the Greek form of the OT Jewish name Yesua, arrived at by transcribing the Heb. and adding an -s to the nom. to facilitate declension. Yesua (Joshua) seems to have come into general use about the time of the Babylonian exile in place of the older Yehosua. The LXX rendered both the ancient and more recent forms of the name uniformly as Iesous. Joshua the son of Nun, who according to the tradition was Moses' successor and completed his work in the occupation of the promised land by the tribes of Israel, appears under this name... It is the oldest name containing the divine name Yahweh, and means "Yahweh is help" or "Yahweh is salvation" (cf. the verb yasa, help, save). Joshua also appears in one post-exilic passage in the Heb. OT (Neh. 8:17) as Yeshua the son of Nun, and not as in the older texts, Yehosua. 

  Jewish superstitious reverence for the name still is evident in their aversion to including the short form of the sacred Name in YAHshua. Even today the Jews change the vowel form to spell YEHshua. That is how the "e" crops up in the Savior's name.

  We are to call on the name our Savior was given in Scripture. History and secular scholarship give abundant proof that His name has been changed by man. It is not Jesus. 

  Hubert M. Skinner, on pp. 122-123 of his book, Story of the Letters and Figures, sums up the damage done to the Saviors name: In some way, various modern peoples who received the J from the Romans have lost the original sound, and have substituted something very different. We retain the former sound in our "hallelujah," but we generally give the letter the disagreeable soft sound of G. 

  Yod is the initial of the name Jesus. It is unfortunate that a name so dear and so sacred is pronounced in a manner so different from that of the original word. The latter sounded very much as if it were Ya' shoo-ah, and was agreeable to the ear. Our sounds of J and hard S are the most disagreeable in our language, and they are both found in our pronunciation of this short name, although they did not exist in the original. 

  These sources that confirm the names Yahweh and Yahshua (Yehowshu'a) represent only a fraction of the numerous references available on the subject. You probably have some in your own home. Simply look up "God," "Jehovah," "Yahweh," "Jesus," or "Tetragrammaton" in any good dictionary or encyclopedia.

Names Remain Unchanged
  Names do not change as they are brought over from one language to another. Your name would remain the same no matter which country you travel to. Newspapers would not change you name, but bring the same pronunciation across into their language. Another language may have a name analogous to yours (such as Pedro in Spanish for Peter), but the fact remains that your given name is Peter, not Pedro.

  We can tell from an individual's name whether he is from Germanic, Spanish, Irish, Scandinavian, or Oriental stock because of the permanence of his name. Others may change you name, but you wouldn't.

  The word "halleluYah" is the same in every language, as attested by Bible translators. It means "praise you Yah" and is a command directly from Yahweh's Word. We are told to praise Yahweh, and should not evade that command by praising titles substituted in various languages for His true Name Yahweh.

What Difference Does it Make?
  The purpose of a name is to identify a specific individual. Changing the name changes the person referred to. Some will argue, "I know the sacred Name, but does it really make that much difference? The Heavenly Father knows who I mean when I use God or Lord."

  Yet, we know that the word "God" is used for the mighty ones of many religions, most of them pagan. And Hosea 2:16 and 17 says that the day is coming when Yahweh will take the name of the Lord (Baal) out of people's mouths. Baal means "my Lord" (see Companion Bible note on Hosea 2:16). Yahweh gives a powerful command in Exodus 23:13: "And in all things that I have said unto you be circumspect: and make no mention of the name of other gods, neither let be heard out of your mouth."

  If "God" and "Lord" are used of other mighty ones, then how can we use them for the Heavenly Father without violating His commands in Exodus 23:13, Joshua 23:7, Hosea 2:16 and a host of other Scriptures?

  Yahweh is very jealous of His Name, as we read time and again throughout the Scriptures. He says in Isaiah 52:5 and 6 that His people will know His Name. And in Psalm 79:5-6 the psalmist asks, "How long, Yahweh? Will you be angry forever? Shall Your jealousy burn like fire? Pour out Your wrath upon the heathen that have not known You, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon Your Name."

  As mentioned in the beginning, one important characteristic of the favored Philadelphia Assembly in Revelation 3:7 is that they did not deny His Name (verse 8). Because of that, they have an open door to Yahweh's blessings.

  Because abundant proof exists that there was no "j" sound as we have in English in either Hebrew or Greek, why then should we not change all the proper names in the Bible that use the J to the more proper Y? While it is true that there are names like John, which would pronounced Yo-han, Jeremiah is Yeremiah, Jacob is Yacob, Jason is Iason, Judah is Yehudah -- none of these names is holy. More than any other adjective describing Yahweh's Name, Yahweh uses the word holy. We are to handle it with reverence and hallow it and preserve it in the way He revealed it to us.

  The same is true with Yahshua (Yehowshu'a)'s Name, the only Name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved. The other names of men are not holy.

  Yahweh's Name is bound up in His shekinah glory. When Moses asked to see Him in His glory, he was told, "I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of Yahweh before you; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will show mercy." Moses was not allowed to look on the face of Yahweh to see His resplendent glory, however. Notice that when the Almighty descended in the cloud upon the mount (Ex. 34:5), He proclaimed, "Yahweh, Yahweh El, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth," verse 6.

  His Name is bound up in His glory, as we see when He proclaimed the Ten Commandments to Israel. As soon as the thundering, lightning, trumpet blast, and smoking mount subsided, He began with, "I, Yahweh, am your Elohim..." He makes known His presence by announcing His Name. Sons and daughters know their father's name, and we as children of the Most High Yahweh should know our Father's Name so that we can joyfully and truthfully say, "Hallowed by Thy Name."

No Other Name for Salvation
  Knowing what the true names are is not enough, however. Once they are proved and accepted as correct, they must be used. James 4:17 reads, "so then, to the person who knows what is right to do and fails to do it, to him it is sin," Modern Language Bible.

  The sacred Name is forever, a memorial that Yahweh says He is to be remembered by from generation to generation. "And Yahweh said moreover unto Moses, 'Thus shall you say unto the children of Israel, "Yahweh, the Elohim of your fathers, the Elohim of Abraham, the Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of Jacob, has sent me unto you:" this is My Name forever, and this is My memorial unto all generations,' " Exodus 3:15. (Note ALL generations)

  Yahweh has revealed His Name and His Son's through a Hebrew-speaking people down through history. His Name has meaning and describes His attributes. "Yahweh" means that He will be all things to His people. 

  He will be whatever they need of Him at the time. He will be our comforter, strengthener, guide, protector, healer, provider; in fact, He will be whatever we as His children need. He has already become our salvation through His Son, Yahshua (Yehowshu'a), the salvation Yahweh has sent to earth for you and me.

  We have a closer walk with Yahweh when we call upon His personal, holy Name that He has revealed to those with whom He is in covenant. 

  Our fellowship is with those of like faith who have called upon His sacred Name down through the years, from righteous Abel to Noah, Abraham, and the Israelites of long ago. Eventually the whole family in heaven and earth will be the Name of the Father, Yahweh, Ephesians 3:15. How can you be accounted worthy to bear the Name Yahweh, and be sealed with His Name (Rev. 14:1), if you refuse to use it now?

  We must walk in all the truth we are given. When we fully accept the truth revealed to us, it is our responsibility to act. Abundant proof exists that Yahweh and Yahshua (Yehowshu'a) are the correct and only names of the Father and Son, respectively. These are the names revealed in His Word through His inspired prophets. We cannot improve on the direct command to praise Him by the Name He Himself gave to us.

  "Salvation comes through no one else, for there is no other Name in the whole world, given to men, to which we must look for our salvation." Acts 4:12 TCNT. 
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Appendix D

Rome’s Challenge

  Why Do Protestants Keep Sunday?February 24, 1893, the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists adopted certain resolutions appealing to the government and people of the United States from the decision of the Supreme Court declaring this to be a Christian nation, and from the action of Congress in legislating upon the subject of religion, and remonstrating against the principle and all the consequences of the same. In March, 1893, the International Religious Liberty Association printed these resolutions in a tract entitled, "Appeal and Remonstrance." On receipt of one of these, the editor of the Catholic Mirror of Baltimore, Md., published a series of four editorials, which appeared in that paper, September 2, 9, 16, and 23, 1893. The Catholic Mirror is the official organ of Cardinal Gibbons and the papacy in the United States. These articles, therefore, although not written by the Cardinal's own hand, appear under his official sanction, and are the expression of the papacy on this subject, are the open challenge of the papacy to Protestantism, and the demand of the papacy that Protestants shall render to the papacy an account of why they keep Sunday, and also of how they keep it. The following matter (excepting the footnotes, the note in brackets signed "ED.," beginning on page 25 and ending on page 28, and the two Appendixes) is a verbatim reprint of these editorials, including the title on page two.

NOTE:
  I am not now nor ever have been associated with the Seventh Day Adventist organization, but this article is just too good to let pass!
C.F. Castleberry 

_________________________________________

THE CHRISTIAN SABBATHThe Genuine Offspring Of The Union Of The Holy Spirit And The Catholic Church His Spouse.

The Claims Of Protestantism To Any Part Therein Proved To Be Groundless, Self-Contradictory, And Suicidal[From the Catholic Mirror of Sept. 2, 1893]

Our attention has been called to the above subject in the past week by the receipt of a brochure of twenty-one pages, published by the International Religious Liberty Association, entitled, "Appeal and Remonstrance," embodying resolutions adopted by the General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventists (Feb. 24, 1893). The resolutions criticize and censure, with much acerbity, the action of the United States Congress, and of the Supreme Court, for invading the rights of the people by closing the World's Fair on Sunday. 

The Adventists are the only body of Christians with the Bible as their teacher, who can find no warrant in its pages for the change of day from the seventh to the first. Hence their appellation, "Seventh-day Adventists." Their cardinal principle consists in setting apart Saturday for the exclusive worship of God, in conformity with the positive command of God Himself, repeatedly reiterated in the sacred books of the Old and New Testaments, literally obeyed by the children of Israel for thousands of years to this day, and endorsed by the teaching and practice of the Son of God whilst on earth. 

Per contra, the Protestants of the world, the Adventists excepted, with the same Bible as their cherished and sole infallible teacher, by their practice, since their appearance in the sixteenth century, with the time-honored practice of the Jewish people before their eyes, have rejected the day named for His worship by God, and assumed, in apparent contradiction of His command, a day for His worship never once referred to for that purpose, in the pages of that Sacred Volume. 

What Protestant pulpit does not ring almost every Sunday with loud and impassioned invectives against Sabbath violation? Who can forget the fanatical clamor of the Protestant ministers throughout the length and breadth of the land, against opening the gates of the World's Fair on Sunday? The thousands of petitions, signed by millions, to save the Lord's Day from desecration? Surely, such general and widespread excitement and noisy remonstrance could not have existed without the strongest grounds for such animated protests. 

And when quarters were assigned at the World's Fair to the various sects of Protestantism for the exhibition of articles, who can forget the emphatic expression of virtuous and conscientious indignation exhibited by our Presbyterian brethren, as soon as they learned of the decision of the Supreme Court not to interfere in the Sunday opening? The newspapers informed us that they flatly refused to utilize the space accorded them, or open their boxes, demanding the right to withdraw the articles, in rigid adherence to their principles, and thus decline all contact with the sacrilegious and Sabbath-breaking Exhibition. 

Doubtless, our Calvinistic brethren deserved and shared the sympathy of all the other sects, who, however, lost the opportunity of posing as martyrs in vindication of the Sabbath observance. 

They thus became "a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men," although their Protestant brethren, who failed to share the monopoly, were uncharitably and enviously disposed to attribute their steadfast adherence to religious principle, to Pharisaical pride and dogged obstinacy.

Our purpose in throwing off this article, is to shed such light on this all-important question (for were the Sabbath question to be removed from the Protestant pulpit, the sects would feel lost, and the preachers be deprived of their "Cheshire cheese") that our readers may be able to comprehend the question in all its bearings, and thus reach a clear conviction. 

The Christian world is, morally speaking united on the question and practice of worshipping God on the first day of the week. The Israelites, scattered all over the earth, keep the last day of the week sacred to the worship of the Deity. In the particular, the Seventh-day Adventists have also selected the same day. 

The Israelites and Adventists both appeal to the Bible for the divine command, persistently obliging the strict observance of Saturday. The Israelite respects the authority of the Old Testament only, but the Adventist, who is a Christian, accepts the New Testament on the same ground as the Old; vis., an inspired record also. He finds that the Bible, his teacher, is consistent in both parts, that the Redeemer, during His mortal life, never kept any other day than Saturday. The Gospels plainly evince to him this fact; whilst, in the pages of the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles, and the Apocalypse, not the vestige of an act canceling the Saturday arrangement can be found. 

The Adventists, therefore, in common with the Israelites, derive their belief from the Old Testament, which position is confirmed by the New Testament, endorsing fully by the life and practice of the Redeemer and His apostles the teaching of the Sacred Word for nearly a century of the Christian era. 

Numerically considered, the Seventh-Day Adventists form an insignificant [at the time of this writing] portion of the Protestant population of the earth, but, as the question is not one of numbers, but of truth, fact, and right, a strict sense of justice forbids the condemnation of this little sect without a calm and unbiased investigation; this is none of our funeral. 

The Protestant world has been, from its infancy, in the sixteenth century, in thorough accord with the Catholic Church, in keeping "holy," not Saturday, but Sunday. The discussion of the grounds that led to this unanimity of sentiment and practice for over 300 years, must help toward placing Protestantism on a solid basis in this particular, should the arguments in favor if its position overcome those furnished by the Israelites and Adventists, the Bible, the sole recognized teacher of both litigants, being the umpire and witness. If, however, on the other hand, the latter furnish arguments, incontrovertible by the great mass of Protestants, both classes of litigants, appealing to their common teacher, the Bible, the great body of Protestants, so far from clamoring, as they do with vigorous pertinacity for the strict keeping of Sunday, have no other resource left than the admission that they have been teaching and practicing what is Scripturally false for over three centuries, by adopting the teaching and practice of what they have always pretended to believe an apostate church, contrary to every warrant and teaching of sacred Scripture. To add to the intensity of this Scriptural and unpardonable blunder, it involves one of the most positive and emphatic commands of God to His servant, man: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy." 

No Protestant living today has ever yet obeyed that command, preferring to follow the apostate church referred to than his teacher, the Bible, which, from Genesis to Revelation, teaches no other doctrine, should the Israelites and the Seventh-day Adventists be correct. Both sides appeal to the Bible as their "infallible" teacher. Let the Bible decide whether Saturday or Sunday be the day enjoined by God. One of the two bodies must be wrong, and, whereas a false position on this all-important question involves terrible penalties, threatened by God Himself, against the transgressor of this "perpetual covenant," we shall enter on the discussion of the merits of the arguments wielded by both sides. Neither is the discussion of this paramount subject above the capacity of ordinary minds, nor does it involve extraordinary study. It resolves itself into a few plain questions easy of solution: 

1st. Which day of the week does the Bible enjoin to be kept holy? 
2nd. Has the New Testament modified by precept or practice the original command? 
3rd. Have Protestants, since the sixteenth century, obeyed the command of God by keeping "holy" the day enjoined by their infallible guide and teacher, the Bible? And if not, why not? 

To the above three questions we pledge ourselves to furnish as many answers, which cannot fail to vindicate the truth and uphold the deformity of error.

[From the Catholic Mirror of Sept. 9, 1893.]

"But faith, fanatic faith, once wedded fast
To some dear falsehood, hugs it to the last."
-Moore. 

Conformably to our promise in our last issue, we proceed to unmask one of the most flagrant errors and most unpardonable inconsistencies of the Biblical rule of faith. Lest, however, we be misunderstood, we deem it necessary to premise that Protestantism recognizes no rule of faith, no teacher, save the "infallible Bible." As the Catholic yields his judgment in spiritual matters implicitly, and with unreserved confidence, to the voice of his church, so, too, the Protestant recognized no teacher but the Bible. All his spirituality is derived from its teachings. It is to him the voice of God addressing him through his sole inspired teacher. It embodies his religion, his faith, and his practice. The language of Chillingworth, "The Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible, is the religion of Protestants," is only one form of the same idea multifariously convertible into other forms, such as "the Book of God," "the Charter of Our Salvation," "the Oracle of Our Christian Faith," "God's Text-Book to the race of Mankind," etc., etc. It is then, an incontrovertible fact that the Bible alone is the teacher of Protestant Christianity. Assuming this fact, we will now proceed to discuss the merits of the question involved in our last issue. 

Recognizing what is undeniable, the fact of a direct contradiction between the teaching and practice of Protestant Christianity - the Seventh-day Adventists excepted - on the one hand, and that of the Jewish people on the other, both observing different days of the week for the worship of God, we will proceed to take the testimony of the only available witness in the premises; vis., the testimony of the teacher common to both claimants, the Bible. The first expression which we come in contact in the Sacred Word, is found in Genesis 2:2 "And on the seventh day He [God] rested from all His work which He had Made." 

The next reference to this matter is to be found in Exodus 20, where God commanded the seventh day to be kept, because He had Himself rested from the work of creation on that day; and the sacred text informs us that for that reason He desired it kept, in the following words "Wherefore, the Lord blessed the seventh day and sanctified it." [Of course the scriptures quoted throughout this work are from the Douay, or Catholic Version] Again, we read in chapter 31, verse 15 "Six days you shall do work; in the seventh day is the Sabbath, the rest holy to the Lord;" sixteenth verse "It is an everlasting covenant," "and a perpetual sign," "for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and in the seventh He ceased from work." 

In the old Testament, reference is made one hundred and twenty-six times to the Sabbath, and all these texts conspire harmoniously in voicing the will of God commanding the seventh day to be kept, because God Himself first kept it, making it obligatory on all as "a perpetual covenant." Nor can we imagine any one foolhardy enough to question the identity of Saturday with the Sabbath or seventh day, seeing that the people of Israel have been keeping the Saturday from the giving of the law A.M. 2514 to A.D. 1893, a period of 3383 years. With the example of the Israelites before our eyes today, there is no historical fact better established than that referred to; vis., that the chosen people of God, the guardians of the Old Testament, the living representatives of the only divine religion hitherto, had for a period of 1490 years anterior to Christianity, preserved by weekly practice the living tradition of the correct interpretation of the special day of the week, Saturday, to be kept "holy to the Lord," which tradition they have extended by their practice to an additional period of 1893 years more, thus covering the full extent of the Christian dispensation. We deem it necessary to be perfectly clear on this point, for reasons that will appear more fully hereafter. The Bible - the Old Testament - confirmed by the living tradition of a weekly practice for 3383 years by the chosen people of God, teaches then, with absolute certainty, that God had, Himself, named the day to be "kept holy to Him," - that day was Saturday, and that any violation of that command was punishable with death. "keep you My Sabbath, for it is holy unto you; he that shall profane it shall be put to death; he that shall do any work in it, his soul shall perish in the midst of his people." Exodus 31:14. 

It is impossible to realize a more severe penalty than that so solemnly uttered by God Himself in the above text, on all who violate a command referred to no less that one hundred and twenty-six times in the old law. The ten commandments of the Old Testament are formally impressed on the memory of the child of the Biblical Christian as soon as possible, but there is not one of the ten made more emphatically familiar, both in Sunday school and pulpit, than that of keeping "holy" the Sabbath day. 

Having secured with absolute certainty the will of God as regards the day to be kept holy, from His Sacred Word, because He rested on that day, which day is confirmed to us by the practice of His chosen people for thousands of years, we are naturally induced to inquire when and where God changed the day for His worship; for it is patent to the world that a change of day has taken place, and inasmuch as no indication of such change can be found within the pages of the Old Testament, nor in the practice of the Jewish people who continue for nearly nineteen centuries of Christianity obeying the written command, we must look to the exponent of the Christian dispensation; vis., the New Testament, for the command of God canceling the old Sabbath, Saturday. 

We now approach a period covering little short of nineteen centuries, and preceed to investigate whether the supplemental divine teacher - the New Testament - contains a decree canceling the mandate of the old law, and, at the same time, substituting a day for the divinely instituted Sabbath of the old law, vis., Saturday; for, inasmuch as Saturday was the day kept and ordered to be kept by God, divine authority alone, under the form of a canceling decree, could abolish the Saturday covenant, and another divine mandate, appointing by name another day to be kept "holy," other than Saturday, is equally necessary to satisfy the conscience of the Christian believer. The Bible being the only teacher recognized by the Biblical Christian, the Old Testament failing to point out a change of day, and yet another day than Saturday being kept "holy" by the Biblical world, it is surely incumbent on the reformed Christian to point out in the pages of the New Testament the new divine decree repealing that of Saturday and substituting that of Sunday, kept by Biblicals since the dawn of the Reformation.

Examining the New Testament from cover to cover, critically, we find the Sabbath referred to sixty-one times. We find, too, that the Saviour invariably selected the Sabbath (Saturday) to teach in the synagogues and work miracles. The four Gospels refer to the Sabbath (Saturday) fifty-one times. 

In one instance the Redeemer refers to Himself as "the Lord of the Sabbath," as mentioned by Matthew, Luke, and Mark, but during the whole record of His life, whilst invariably keeping and utilizing the day (Saturday), He never once hinted at a desire to change it. His apostles and personal friends afford to us a striking instance of their scrupulous observance of it after His death, and, whilst His body was yet in the tomb, Luke 23:56 informs us "And they returned and prepared spices and ointments, and rested on the Sabbath day according to the commandment." "But on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came, bringing the spices they had prepared Good Friday evening, because "the Sabbath drew near" verse 54. This action on the part of the personal friends of the Saviour, proves beyond contradiction that after His death they kept "holy" the Saturday, and regarded Sunday as any other day of the week. Can anything, therefore, be more conclusive than that the apostles and the holy women never knew Sabbath but Saturday, up to the very day of Christ's death? 

We now approach the investigation of this interesting question for the next thirty years, as narrated by the evangelist, St. Luke, in his Acts of the Apostles. Surely some vestige of the canceling act can be discovered in the practice of the apostles during that protracted period. 

But, alas! We are once more doomed to disappointment. Eight times do we find the Sabbath referred to in the Acts, but it is the Saturday (the old Sabbath). 

Should our readers desire the proof, we refer them to the chapter and verse in each instance. Acts 13:14,27,42,44; Acts 15:21; Acts 16:13; Acts 17:2; Acts 1:4. "And he [Paul] in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks." 

Thus the Sabbath (Saturday) from Genesis to Revelation!!! Thus, it is impossible to find in the New Testament the slightest interference by the Saviour or His apostles with the original Sabbath, but on the contrary, an entire acquiescence in the original arrangement; nay, a plenary endorsement by Him, whilst living; and an unvaried, active participation in the keeping of that day and no other by the apostles, for thirty years after His death, as the Acts of the Apostles has abundantly testified to us. 

Hence the conclusion is inevitable; vis., that of those who follow the Bible as their guide, the Israelites and Seventh-day Adventists have the exclusive weight of evidence on their side, whilst the Biblical Protestant has not a word in self-defense for his substitution of Sunday for Saturday. More anon. 

[From the Catholic Mirror of Sept. 16, 1893.]
When his satanic majesty, who was "a murderer from the beginning," "and the father of lies," undertook to open the eyes of our first mother, Eve, by stimulating her ambition, "You shall be as gods, knowing good and evil," his action was but the first of many plausible and successful efforts employed later, in the seduction of millions of her children. Like Eve, they learn too late, alas! The value of the inducements held out to allure her weak children from allegiance to God. Nor does the subject matter of this discussion form an exception to the usual tactics of his sable majesty. 

Over three centuries since, he plausibly represented to a large number of discontented and ambitious Christians the bright prospect of the successful inauguration of a "new departure," by the abandonment of the Church instituted by the son of God, as their teacher, and the assumption of a new teacher - the Bible alone - as their newly fledged oracle. 

The sagacity of the evil one foresaw but the brilliant success of this maneuver. Nor did the result fall short of His most sanguine expectations. A bold and adventurous spirit was alone needed to head the expedition. Him has satanic majesty soon found in the apostate monk, Luther, who himself repeatedly testifies to the close familiarity that existed between his master and himself, in his "Table Talk," and other works published in 1558, at Wittenberg, under the inspection of Melanchthon. His colloquies with Satan on various occasions, are testified to by Luther himself - a witness worthy of all credibility. What the agency of the serpent tended so effectually to achieve in the garden, the agency of Luther achieved in the Christian world.
[Of course we have not the least sympathy with what is said here about Luther. Only the Lutherans think that Luther had all the truth, but his was nevertheless a grand work. He was a Christian hero. Had his work only been continued as it began, papists would not now be taunting "Protestants" with the inconsistency of professing to accept the Bible alone and then following the traditions of the Catholic Church - Ed.]

As the end proposed to himself by the evil one in his raid on the church of Christ was the destruction of Christianity, we are now engaged in sifting the means adopted by him to insure his success therein. So far, they have been found to be misleading, self-contradictory, and fallacious. We will now proceed with the further investigation of this imposture. 

Having proved to a demonstration the Redeemer, in no instance, had during the period of His life, deviated from the faithful observance of the Sabbath (Saturday), referred to by the four evangelists fifty-one times, although He had designated Himself "Lord of the Sabbath," He never having once, by command or practice, hinted at a desire on His part to change the day by substitution of another, and having called special attention to the conduct of the apostles and the holy women, the very evening of His death, securing beforehand spices and ointments to be used in embalming His body the morning after the Sabbath (Saturday), as Luke so clearly informs us (Luke 24:1), thereby placing beyond peradventure, the divine action and the will of the Son of God during life by keeping the Sabbath steadfastly; and having called attention to the action of His living representatives after His death, as proved by Luke; having also placed before our readers the indisputable fact that the apostles for the following thirty years (Acts) never deviated from the practice of the divine Master in this particular, as Luke (Acts 18:4) assures us "And he [Paul] reasoned in the synagogues every Sabbath [Saturday], and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks." The Gentile converts were, as we see from the text, equally instructed with the Jews, to keep the Saturday, having been converted to Christianity on that day, "the Jews and the Greeks" collectively. Having also called attention to the texts of the Acts bearing on the exclusive use of the Sabbath by the Jews and Christians for thirty years after the death of the Saviour as the only day of the week observed by Christ and His apostles, which period exhausts the inspired record, we now proceed to supplement our proofs that the Sabbath [Saturday] enjoyed this exclusive privilege, by calling attention to every instance wherein the sacred record refers to the first day of the week. 

The first reference to Sunday after the resurrection of Christ is to be found in Luke's Gospel, chapter 24, verses 33-40, and John 20:19.

The above texts themselves refer to the sole motive of this gathering on the part of the apostles. It took place on the day of the resurrection, not for the purpose of inaugurating "the new departure" from the old Sabbath (Saturday) by keeping "holy" the new day, for there is not a hint given of prayer, exhortation, or the reading of the Scriptures, but it indicates the utter demoralization of the apostles by informing mankind that they were huddled together in that room in Jerusalem "for fear of the Jews," as John, quoted above, plainly informs us. 

The second reference to Sunday is to be found in John's Gospel, 20th chapter, 26th and 29th verses "And after eight days, the disciples were again within, and Thomas with them." [1] The resurrected Redeemer availed Himself of this meeting of all the apostles to confound the incredulity of Thomas, who had been absent from the gathering on Sunday evening. This would have furnished a golden opportunity to the Redeemer to change the day in the presence of all His apostles, but we state the simple fact that, on this occasion, as on Easter day, not a word is said of prayer, praise, or reading of the Scriptures. 

The third instance on record, wherein the apostles were assembled on Sunday is to be found in Acts 2:1 "The apostles were all of one accord in one place" Now, will this text afford to our Biblical Christian brethren a vestige of hope that Sunday



{1] It is a "Protestant" claim that this passage refers to Sunday. The Mirror not only notices it, but admits the correctness of the claim. But how anybody can find in this text a reference to Sunday or the first day of the week, is a mystery. The previous meeting was on the first day of the week; the word says so. From this to the next first day of the week would be just one week. Now in one week there are just seven days and no more. But the Sacred Word says that this meeting was after EIGHT days. How anybody can get more than eight days into a week is a mystery of numbers and of the calendar, to say nothing of its confusion of the Sacred Word, that is bewildering to plain minds. However, this mystery is no greater nor any more bewildering than that by which Sunday has been substituted for the Sabbath of the Lord - Ed.} 



substitutes, at length, Saturday? For when we inform them that the Jews had been keeping this Sunday for 1500 years, and have been keeping it for eighteen centuries after the establishment of Christianity, at the same time keeping the weekly Sabbath, there is not to be found either consolation or comfort in this text. Pentecost is the fiftieth day after the Passover, which was called the Sabbath of weeks, consisting of seven times seven days; and the day after the completion of the seventh weekly Sabbath day, was the chief day of the entire festival, necessarily Sunday. What Israelite would not pity the cause that would seek to discover the origin of the keeping of the first day of the week in his festival of Pentecost, that has been kept by him yearly for over 3,000 years? Who but the Biblical Christian, driven to the wall for a pretext to excuse his sacrilegious desecration of the Sabbath, always kept by Christ and His apostles, would have resorted to the Jewish festival of Pentecost for his act of rebellion against his God and his teacher, the Bible? 

Once more, the Biblical apologists for the change of day call our attention to Acts 20:6,7 "And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread" etc. To all appearances, the above text should furnish some consolation to our disgruntled Biblical friends, but being a Marplot, we cannot allow them even this crumb of comfort. We reply by the axiom "Quod probat nimis, probat nihil" - "What proves to much, proves nothing." 

Let us call attention to the same, Acts 2:46 "And they, continuing daily in the temple, and breaking bread from house to hose," etc. Who does not see at a glance that the text produced to prove the exclusive prerogative of Sunday, vanishes into thin air - an ignis fatuus - when placed in juxtaposition with the 46th verse of the same chapter? What the Biblical Christian claims by this text for Sunday alone the same authority, Luke, informs us was common to every day of the week "And they, continuing daily in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house." 

One text more presents itself, apparently leaning toward a substitution of Sunday for Saturday. It is taken from Paul, 1: Cor. 16:1,2 "Now concerning the collection for the saints." "On the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by him a store," etc. Presuming that the request of Paul had been strictly attended to, let us call attention to what had been done each Saturday during the Saviour's life and continued for thirty years after, as the book of Acts informs us. 

The followers of the Master met "every Sabbath" to hear the word of God; The Scriptures were read "every Sabbath day". "And Paul, as his manner was to reason in the synagogue every Sabbath, interposing the name of the Lord Jesus," etc. Acts 18:4. What more absurd conclusion than to infer that reading of the Scriptures, prayer, exhortation, and preaching, which formed the routine duties of every Saturday, as has been abundantly proved, were overslaughed by a request to take up a collection on another day of the week? 

In order to appreciate fully the value of this text now under consideration, it is only needful to recall the action of the apostles and holy women on Good Friday before sundown. They brought the spices and ointments after He was taken down from the cross; they suspended all action until the Sabbath "holy to the Lord" had passed, and then took steps on Sunday morning to complete the process of embalming the sacred body of Jesus. 

Why, may we ask, did they not proceed to complete the work of embalming on Saturday? - Because they knew well that the embalming of the sacred body of their Master would interfere with the strict observance of the Sabbath, the keeping of which was paramount; and until it can be shown that the Sabbath day immediately preceding the Sunday of our text had not been kept (which would be false, inasmuch as every Sabbath had been kept), the request of Paul to make the collection on Sunday remains to be classified with the work of the embalming of Christ's body, which could not be effected on the Sabbath, and was consequently deferred to the next convenient day; vis., Sunday, or the first day of the week. 

Having disposed of every text to be found in the New Testament referring to the Sabbath (Saturday), and to the first day of the week (Sunday); and having shown conclusively from these texts, that, so far, not a shadow of pretext can be found in the Sacred Volume for the Biblical substitution for Sunday for Saturday; it only remains for us to investigate the meaning of the expressions "Lord's Day," and "day of the Lord," to be found in the New Testament, which we propose to do in our next article, and conclude with apposite remarks on the incongruities of a system of religion which we shall have proved to be indefensible, self-contradictory, and suicidal.

[From the Catholic Mirror of Sept. 23, 1893.]

"Halting on crutches of unequal size, One leg by true supported, one by lies,
Thus sidle to the goal with awkward pace,Secure of nothing but to lose the race." 

In the present article we propose to investigate carefully a new (and last) class of proof assumed to convince the Biblical Christian that God had substituted Sunday for Saturday for His worship in the new law, and that the divine will is to be found recorded by the Holy Ghost in apostolic writings. 

We are informed that this radical change has found expression, over and over again, in a series of texts in which the expression, "the day of the Lord," or "the Lord's day," is to be found. 

The class of texts in the New Testament, under the title "Sabbath," numbering sixty-one in the Gospels, Acts, and Epistles; and the second class, in which "the first day of the week," or Sunday, having been critically examined (the latter class numbering eight; and having been found not to afford the slightest clue to a change of will on the part of God as to His day of worship by man, we now proceed to examine the third and last class of texts relied on to save the Biblical system from the arraignment of seeking to palm off on the world, in the name of God, a decree for which there is not the slightest warrant or authority from their teacher, the Bible. 

The first text of this class is to be found in the Acts of the Apostles 2:20 "The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord shall come." How many Sundays have rolled by since that prophecy was spoken? So much for that effort to pervert the meaning of the sacred text from the judgment day to Sunday? 

The second text of this class is to be found in 1 Cor 1:8 "Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ." What simpleton does not see that the apostle here plainly indicates the day of judgment? The next text of this class that presents itself is to be found in the same Epistle, chapter 5:5 "To deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." The incestuous Corinthian was, of course, saved on the Sunday next following! How pitiable such a makeshift as this! The fourth text, 2 Cor. :13,14 And I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end, even as ye also are ours in he day of our Lord Jesus." 

Sunday, or the day of judgment, which? The fifth text is from Paul to the Philippians, chapter 1, verse 6 "Being confident of this very thing, that He who hath begun a good work in you, will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ." 

The good people of Philipi, in attaining perfection on the following Sunday, could afford to laugh at our modern rapid transit! We beg leave to submit our sixth of the class; vis., Philippians, first chapter, tenth verse "That he may be sincere without offense unto the day of Christ." 

That day was next Sunday, forsooth! Not so long to wait after all. The seventh text 2 Peter 3:10 "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night." The application of this text to Sunday passes the bounds of absurdity. The eighth text, 2 Peter 3:12 "Waiting for and hastening unto the coming of the day of the Lord, by which the heavens being on fire, shall be dissolved," etc. This day of the Lord is the same referred to in the previous text, the application of both of which to Sunday next would have left the Christian world sleepless the next Saturday night. 

We have presented to our readers eight of the nine texts relied on to bolster up by text of Scripture the sacrilegious effort to palm off the "Lord's day" for Sunday, and with what result? Each furnished prima facie evidence of the last day, referring to it directly, absolutely, and unequivocally. 

The ninth text wherein we meet the expression "the Lord's day," is the last to be found in the apostolic writings. The Apocalypse, or Revelation, chapter 1:10, furnishes it in the following words of John "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day" but it will afford no more comfort to our Biblical friends than its predecessors of the same series. Has John used the expression previously in his Gospel or Epistles? - Emphatically, No. Has he had occasion to refer to Sunday hitherto? - Yes, twice. How did he designate Sunday on these occasions? Easter Sunday was called by him (John 20:1) "the first day of the week." 

Again, chapter twenty, nineteenth verse "Now when it was late that same day, being the first day of the week." Evidently, although inspired, both in his Gospel and Epistles, he called Sunday "the first day of the week." On what grounds, then, can it be assumed that he dropped that designation? Was he more inspired when he wrote the Apocalypse, or did he adopt a new title for Sunday, because it was now in vogue? 

A reply to these questions would be supererogatory especially to the latter, seeing that the same expression had been used eight times already by Luke, Paul, and Peter, all under divine inspiration, and surely the Holy Spirit would not inspire John to call Sunday the Lord's day, whilst He inspired Luke, Paul, and Peter, collectively, to entitle the day of judgment "the Lord's day." 

Dialecticians reckon amongst the infallible motives of certitude, the moral motive of analogy or induction, by which we are enabled to conclude with certainty from the known to the unknown; being absolutely certain of the meaning of an expression uttered eight times, we conclude that the same expression can have only the same meaning when uttered the ninth time, especially when we know that on the nine occasions the expressions were inspired by the Holy Spirit. Nor are the strongest intrinsic grounds wanting to prove that this, like its sister texts, contains the same meaning. John (Rev 1:10) says "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day;" but he furnishes us the key to this expression, chapter four, first and second verses "After this I looked and behold a door was opened in heaven." A voice said to him: "Come up hither, and I will show you the things which must be hereafter. "Let us ascend in spirit with John. Whither? - Through that "door in heaven," to heaven. And what shall we see? - "The things that must be hereafter," chapter 4, first verse. He ascended in spirit to heaven. He was ordered to write, in full, his vision of what is to take place antecedent to, and concomitantly with, "the Lord's day," or the day of judgment; the expression "Lord's day" being confined in Scripture to the day of judgment exclusively. 

We have studiously and accurately collected from the New Testament every available proof that could be adduced in favor of a law canceling the Sabbath day of the old law, or one substituting another day for the Christian dispensation. We have been careful to make the above distinction, lest it might be advanced that the third [In the Catholic version the 4th commandment is the 3rd of the ten ] commandment was abrogated under the new law. Any such plea has been overruled by the action of the Methodist Episcopal bishops in their pastoral 1874, and quoted by the New York Herald of the same date, of the following tenor: "The Sabbath instituted in the beginning and confirmed again and again by Moses and the prophets, has never been abrogated. A part of the moral law, not a part or tittle of its sanctity has been taken away." The above official proinciamento has committed that large body of Biblical Christians to the permanence of the third commandment under the new law. 

We again beg leave to call the special attention of our readers to the twentieth of "the thirty-nine articles of religion" of the Book of Common Prayer "It is not lawful for the church to ordain anything that is contrary to God's written word."

Conclusion
We have in this series of articles, taken much pains for the instruction of our readers to prepare them by presenting a number of undeniable facts found in the word of God to arrive at a conclusion absolutely irrefragable. When the Biblical system put in an appearance in the sixteenth century, it not only seized on the appearance in the sixteenth century, it not only seized on the temporal possessions of the Church, but in its vandalic crusade stripped Christianity, as far as it could, of all the sacraments instituted by its Founder, of the holy sacrifice, etc. Retaining nothing but the Bible, which its exponents pronounced their sole teacher in Christian doctrine and morals. 

Chief amongst their articles of belief was, and is today, the permanent necessity of keeping the Sabbath holy. In fact, it has been for the past 300 years the only article of the Christian belief in which there has been a plenary consensus of Biblical representatives. The keeping of the Sabbath constitutes the sum and substance of the Biblical theory. The pulpits resound weekly with incessant tirades against the lax manner of keeping the Sabbath in Catholic countries, as contrasted with the proper, Christian, self-satisfied mode of keeping the day in Biblical countries. Who can ever forget the virtuous indignation manifested by the Biblical preachers throughout the length and breadth of our country, from every Protestant pulpit, as long as the question of opening the World's Far on Sunday was yet undecided; and who does not know today, that one sect, to mark its holy indignation at the decision, has never yet opened the boxes that contained its articles at the World's Fair? These superlatively good and unctuous Christians, by conning over their Bibles carefully, can find their counterpart in a certain class of unco-good people in the days of the Redeemer, who haunted Him night and day, distressed beyond measure, and scandalized beyond forbearance, because He did not keep the Sabbath in as straight laced manner as themselves. 

They hated Him for using common sense in reference to the day, and He found no epithets expressive enough of His supreme contempt for their Pharisaical pride. And it is very probably that the divine has not modified its views today anent the blatant outcry of their followers and sympathizers at the close of this nineteenth century. But when we add to all this the fact that whilst the Pharisees of old kept the true Sabbath, our modern Pharisees, counting on the credulity and simplicity of their dupes, have never once in their lives kept the true Sabbath which their divine Master kept to His dying day, and which His apostles kept, after His example, for thirty years afterward, according to the Sacred Record, the most glaring contradiction, involving a deliberate sacrilegious rejection of a most positive precept, is presented to us today in the action of the Biblical Christian world. The Bible and the Sabbath constitute the watch word of Protestantism; but we have demonstrated that it is the Bible against their Sabbath. We have shown that no greater contradiction ever existed than their theory and practice. We have proved that neither their Biblical ancestors nor themselves have ever kept one Sabbath day in their lives. 

The Israelites and Seventh-day Adventists are witnesses of their weekly desecration of the day named by God so repeatedly, and whilst they have ignored and condemned their teacher, the Bible, they have adopted a day kept by the Catholic Church. What Protestant can, after perusing these articles, with a clear conscience, continue to disobey the command of God, enjoining Saturday to be kept, which command his teacher, the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, records as the will of God? 

The history of the world cannot present a more stupid, self-stultifying specimen of dereliction of principle than this. The teacher demands emphatically in every page that the law of the Sabbath be observed every week, by all recognizing it as "the only infallible teacher," whilst the disciples of that teacher have not once for over three hundred years observed the divine precept! That immense concourse of Biblical Christians, the Methodists, have declared that the Sabbath has never been abrogated, whilst the followers of the Church of England, together with her daughter, the Episcopal Church of the United States, are committed by the twentieth article of religion, already quoted, to the ordinance that the Church cannot lawfully ordain anything "contrary to God's written word." God's written word enjoins His worship to be observed on Saturday absolutely, repeatedly, and most emphatically, with a most positive threat of death to him who disobeys. All the Biblical sects occupy the same self-stultifying position which no explanation can modify, much less justify. How truly do the words of the Holy Spirit apply to this deplorable situation! 

"Iniquitas mentita est sibi" - "Iniquity hath lied to itself." Proposing to follow the Bible only as teacher, yet before the world, the sole teacher is ignominiously thrust aside, and the teaching and practice of the Catholic Church - "the mother of abomination," when it suits their purpose so to designate her - adopted, despite the most terrible threats pronounced by God Himself against those who disobey the command. "Remember to keep holy the Sabbath." 

Before closing this series of articles, we beg to call the attention of our readers once more to our caption, introductory of each; vis., 1. The Christian Sabbath, the genuine offspring of the union of the Holy Spirit with the Catholic Church His spouse. 2. The claim of Protestantism to any part therein proved to be groundless, self-contradictory, and suicidal. 

The first proposition needs little proof. The Catholic Church for over one thousand years before the existence of a Protestant, by virtue of her divine mission changed the day from Saturday to Sunday. We say by virtue of her divine mission, because he who called Himself the "Lord of the Sabbath," endowed her with His own power to teach, "he that heareth you, heareth Me;" commanded all who believe in Him to hear her, under penalty of being placed with the "heathen and publican;" and promised to be with her to the end of the world. She holds her charter as teacher from Him - charter as infallible as perpetual. The Protestant world at its birth found the Christian Sabbath too strongly entrenched to run counter to its existence; it was therefore placed under the necessity of acquiescing in the arrangement, thus implying the Church's right to change the day, for over three hundred years. The Christian Sabbath is therefore to this day, the acknowledged offspring of the Catholic Church as spouse of the Holy Ghost, without a word of remonstrance from the Protestant world. 

Let us now, however, take a glance at our second proposition, with the Bible alone as the teacher and guide in faith and morals. This teacher most emphatically forbids any change in the day for paramount reasons. The command calls for a "perpetual covenant." The day commanded to be kept by the teacher has never once been kept, thereby developing an apostasy from an assumedly fixed principle, as self-contradictory, self-stultifying, and consequently as suicidal as it is within the power of language to express. 

Nor are the limits of demoralization yet reached. Far from it. Their pretense for leaving the bosom of the Catholic Church was for apostasy from the truth as taught in the written word. They adopted the written word as their sole teacher, which they had no sooner done than they abandoned it promptly, as these articles have abundantly proved; and be a perversity as willful as erroneous, they accept the teaching of the Catholic Church in direct opposition to the plain, unvaried, and constant teaching of their sole teacher in the most essential doctrine of their religion, thereby emphasizing the situation in what may be aptly designated "a mockery, a delusion, and a snare." 
[Note. - It was upon this very point that the Reformation was condemned by the Council of Trent. The Reformers had constantly charged, as here stated, that the Catholic Church had apostatized from the truth as contained in the written word. "The written word," "The Bible and the Bible only," "Thus saith the Lord," these were there constant watchwords; and "The Scripture, as in the written word, the sole standard of appeal," this was the proclaimed platform of the Reformation and of Protestantism. "The Scripture and tradition," "The Bible as interpreted by the Church and according to the unanimous consent of the Fathers," this was the position and claim of the Catholic Church. This was the main issue in the Council of Trent, which was called especially to consider the questions that had been raised and forced upon the attention of Europe by the Reformers. The very first question concerning faith that was considered by the council was the question involved in this issue. There was a strong party even of the Catholics within the council who were in favor of abandoning tradition and adopting the Scriptures only, as the standard of authority. This view was so decidedly held in the debates in the council, that the pope's legates actually wrote to him that there was "a strong tendency to set aside tradition altogether and make Scripture the sole standard of appeal." But to do this would manifestly be to go a long way toward justifying the claims of the Protestants. By this crisis was devolved upon the ultra-Catholic portion of the council the task of convincing the others that "Scripture and tradition" was the only sure ground to stand upon. If this could be done, the council could be carried to issue a decree condemning the Reformation, otherwise not. The question was debated day after day until the council was fairly brought to a standstill. Finally, after a long and intense mental strain, the Archbishop of Reggio came into the council with substantially the following argument to the party who held for Scripture alone:

"The Protestants claim to stand upon the written word only. They profess to hold the Scripture alone as the standard of faith. They justify their revolt by the plea that the Church has apostatized from the written word and follows tradition. Now the Protestants' claim that they stand upon the written word only, is not true. Their profession of holding the Scripture alone as the standard of faith, is false. Proof: The written word explicitly enjoins the observance of the seventh day as the Sabbath. They do not observe the seventh day, but reject it. If they do truly hold the Scripture alone as their standard, they would be observing the seventh day as is enjoined in the Scripture throughout. Yet they not only reject the observance of the Sabbath enjoined in the written word, but they have adopted and do practice the observance of Sunday, for which they have only the tradition of the Church. Consequently the claim of 'Scripture alone as the standard' fails; and the doctrine of 'Scripture and tradition' as essential, is fully established, the Protestants themselves being judges." 

There was no getting around this, for the Protestants' own statement of faith - the Augsburg Confession, 1530 - had clearly admitted that the "observation of the Lord's day" had been appointed by "the Church" only. 

The argument was hailed in the council as of Inspiration only; the party for "Scripture alone", surrendered; and the council at once unanimously condemned Protestantism and the whole Reformation as only an unwarranted revolt from the communion and authority of the Catholic Church; and proceeded, April 8, 1546, "to the promulgation of two decrees, the first of which enacts, under anathema, that Scripture and tradition are to be received and venerated equally, and that the deutero-canonical [the apocryphal] books are part of the canon of Scripture. 

The second decree declares the Vulgate to be the sole authentic and standard Latin version, and gives it such authority as to supersede the original texts; forbids the interpretation of Scripture contrary to the sense received by the Church, 'or even contrary to the unanimous consent of the Fathers" etc. Thus, it was the inconsistency of the Protestant practice with the Protestant profession, which gave to the Catholic church her long sought and anxiously desired ground upon which to condemn Protestantism and the whole Reformation movement as only a selfishly ambition rebellion against church authority. And in this vital controversy the key, the chiefest and culminative expression, of the Protestant inconsistency, was in the rejection of the Sabbath of the Lord, the seventh day, enjoined in the Scriptures, and adoption and observance of the Sunday as enjoined by the Catholic Church. And this is today the position of the respective parties to this controversy. 

Today, as this document shows, this is the vital issue upon which the Catholic Church arraigns Protestantism, and upon which she condemns the course of popular Protestantism as being "indefensible, self-contradictory, and suicidal." What will these Protestants, what will this Protestantism, do? -Ed.] 

Should any of the reverend parsons, who are habituated to howl so vociferously over every real or assumed desecration of that pious fraud, the Bible Sabbath, think well of entering a protest against our logical and Scriptural dissection of their mongrel pet, we can promise them that any reasonable attempt on their part to gather up the disjectamembra of the hybrid, and to restore it to a galvanized existence, will be met with a genuine cordiality and respectful consideration on our part. 

But we can assure our readers that we know these reverend howlers too well to expect a solitary bark from them in this instance. And they know us too well to subject themselves to the mortification which a further dissection of this antiscriptural question would necessarily entail. Their policy now is to "lay low", and they are sure to adopt it.

APPENDIX I
These articles are reprinted, and this material is sent forth by the publishers, because it gives from an undeniable source and in no uncertain tone, the latest phase of the Sunday-observance controversy, which is now, and which indeed for some time has been, not only a national question with the leading nations, but also an international question. Not that we are glad to have it so; we would that it were far otherwise. We would that Protestants everywhere were so thoroughly consistent in profession and practice that there could be no possible room for the relations between them and Rome ever to take the shape which they have now taken. 

But the situation in this matter is now as it is herein set forth. There is no escaping this fact. It therefore becomes the duty of the International Religious Liberty Association to make known as widely as possible the true phase of this great question as it now stands. Not because we are pleased to have it so, but because it is so, whatever we or anybody else would or would not be pleased to have. 

It is true that we have been looking for years for this question to assume precisely the attitude which it has now assumed, and which is so plainly set forth in this material. We have told the people repeatedly, and Protestants especially, and yet more especially have we told those who were advocating Sunday laws and the recognition and legal establishment of Sunday by the United States, that in the course that was being pursued they were playing directly into the hands of Rome, and that as certainly as they succeeded, they would inevitably be called upon by Rome, and Rome in possession of power too, to render to her an account as to why Sunday should be kept. This, we have told the people for years, would surely come. And now that it has come, it only our duty to make it known as widely as it lies in our power to do.

It may be asked, Why did not Rome come out as boldly as this before? Why did she wait so long? - It was not for her interest to do so before. When she should move, she desired to move with power, and power as yet she did not have. But in their strenuous efforts for the national, governmental recognition and establishment of Sunday, the Protestants of the United States were doing more for her than she could possibly do for herself in the way of getting governmental power into her hands. This we well know, and therefore only waited. And now that the Protestants, in alliance with her, have accomplished this awful thing, she at once rises up in all here native arrogance and old-time spirit, and calls upon the Protestants to answer to her for their observance of Sunday. This, too, she does because she is secure in the power which the Protestants have so blindly placed in her hands. In other words, the power which the Protestants have thus put into her hands she will now use to their destruction. Is any other evidence needed to show that the Catholic Mirror (which means the Cardinal and the Catholic Church in America) has been waiting for this, than that furnished on page 21 of this material? Please turn back and look at that page, and see that quotation clipped from the New York Herald in 1874, and which is now brought forth thus. Does not this show plainly that the statements of the Methodist bishops, the Mirror, all these nineteen years, has been keeping for just such a time as this? And more than this, the Protestants will find more such things have been so laid up, and which will yet be used in a way that will both surprise and confound them. 

This at present is a controversy between the Catholic Church and Protestants. As such only do we reproduce these editorials of the Catholic Mirror. The points controverted are points which are claimed by Protestants as in their favor. The argument is made by the Catholic Church, the answer devolves upon those Protestants who observe Sunday, not upon us. We can truly say, "This is none of our funeral." If they do not answer, she will make their silence their confession that she is right, and will act toward them accordingly. If they do answer, she will use against them their own words, and as occasion may demand, the power which they have put into her hands. So that, so far as she is concerned, whether the Protestants answer or not, it is all the same. And how she looks upon them, and the spirit in which she proposes do deal with them henceforth is clearly manifested in the challenge made in the last paragraph of the reprint articles. 

There is just one refuge left for the Protestants. That is to take their stand squarely and fully upon the "written word only", "the Bible and the Bible alone", and thus upon the Sabbath of the Lord. Thus acknowledging no authority but God's, wearing no sign but His (Eze 20:12,20), obeying his command, and shielded by his power, they shall have the victory over Rome and all her alliances, and stand upon the sea of glass, bearing the harps of God, with which their triumph shall be forever celebrated. Revelation 18, and 15:2-4. 

It is not yet too late for Protestants to redeem themselves. Will they do it? Will they stand consistently upon the Protestant profession? Or will they still continue to occupy the "indefensible, self-contradictory, and suicidal" position of professing to be Protestants, yet standing on Catholic ground, receiving Catholic insult, and bearing Catholic condemnation? Will they indeed take the written word only, the Scripture alone, as their sole authority and their sole standard? Or will they still hold the "indefensible, self-contradictory, and suicidal" doctrine and practice of following the authority of the Catholic Church and of wearing the sign of her authority? Will they keep the Sabbath of the Lord, the seventh day, according to Scripture? Or will they keep the Sunday according to the tradition of the Catholic Church? 

Dear reader, which will you do? 

APPENDIX II
Since the first edition of this publication was printed, the following appeared in an editorial in the Cathoic Mirror of Dec. 23, 1893: "The avidity with which these editorials have been sought, and the appearance of a reprint of them by the International Religious Libery Association, published in Chicago, entitled, 'Rome's Challange: Why Do Protestants Keep Sunday?' and offered for sale in Chicago, New York, California, Tennessee, London, Austrailia, Cape Town, Africa and Ontario, Canada, together with the continuous demand, have prompted the Mirror to give permanent form to them, and thus comply with the demand. 

"The pages of this material unfold to the reader one of the most glaringly conceivable contradictions existing between the practice and theory of the Protestant world, and unsusceptible of any rational solution, the theory claiming the Bible alone as the teacher, which unequivocally and most positively commands Saturday to be kept 'holy', whilst their practice proves that they utterly ignore the unequivocal requirements of their teacher, the Bible, and occupying Catholic ground for three centuries and a half, by the abandonment of their theory, they stand before the world today the representatives of a system the most indefensible, self-contridictory, and suicidal that can be imagined. 

"We feel that we cannot interest our readers more than to produce the 'Appendix' which the International Religious Liberty Association, an ultra Protestant organization, has added to the reprint of our articles. The perusal of the Appendix will confirm the fact that our argument is unanswerable, and that the only recourse left the Protestants is either to retire from Catholic territory where they have been squatting for three centuries and a half, and accepting their own teacher, the Bible, in good faith, as so clearly suggested by the writer of the 'Appendix', commence forthwith to keep the Saturday, the day enjoined by the Bible from Genesis to Revelation; or, abandoning the Bible as their sole teacher, cease to be squatters, and a living contradiction of their own principles, and taking out letters of adoption as citizens of the kingdom of Christ on earth - His Church - be no longer victims of self-delusive and necessary self-contradiction. 

"The arguments contained in this material are firmly grounded on the word of God, and having been closely studied with the Bible in hand, leave no escape for the conscientious Protestant except the abandonment of Sunday worship and the return to Saturday, commanded by their teacher, the Bible, or, unwilling to abandon the tradition of the Catholic Church, which enjoins the keeping of Sunday, and which they have accepted in direct opposition to their teacher, the Bible, consistently accept her in all her teachings. Reason and common sense demand the acceptance of one or the other of these alternatives: either Protestantism and the keeping holy of Saturday, or Catholicity and the keeping of Sunday. Compromise is impossible." 
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