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There are two or more pages missing from the end of this
book that was published in the American Coloniesin 1775, we regret
the loss but the information in the rest of the book is far too valuable
to discard the book because of that. Thereisalso aconfusion in the
page numbers, which have jumps, skips and regressionsin the
numbering after page 142, but the text flows correctly from page to
page, the trouble is only in the numbering. The hyperlinks from the
Table of Contents always go to the proper Chapters.

The writings of Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot, Raynal and
others had brought France an intellectual liberation that is known as
the French Enlightenment. The ideas of the Enlightenment brought
resistance to the despotism of king and priest. Jefferson, Franklin,
Washington, and other leaders of the American Revolution were so
influenced by these ideas of Liberty and Reason that it is entirely
proper to say that the Decoration of Independence; the American
Revolution; the Constitution and Bill of Rights -- in short, The United
States of America-- was adirect product of the Enlightenment.

The successful Revolution in the American Colonies was a
signal to all people that such things could be done, and the peoples of
Europe laid their lives and courage to freeing themselves from the
oppressive governments and religions that enslaved body and mind.
The Library of Congress series on "Religion and the Founding of the
American Republic" (see under 'Some Interesting Letters on this CD)
would lead usto believe that after centuries of religious tyranny, and
Church union with kings and tyrants, that Christianity suddenly
sprang forth as a great champion of Liberty, and was the driving force
behind the American Republic -- Nothing could be further from the
truth.

The Enlightenment was a wonderful period of religious
skepticism, and a direct rgjection of the Christian religion. Some
early Works exposing the fallacies of Christian belief were; Anthony
Coallins on Free Thinking -- England, 1713; Col. Ethan Allen's
'Reason the Only Oracle of Man' -- America, 1785 (on this CD);
Thomas Paine's 'The Age of Reason, Part the First' -- from France,
1794, and others. This present Work was published in Americain
1795 and was a trand ation from a French Work. Such Works
published in America prove the religious skepticism of the time.
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EDITOR’s PREFACE.

|

IN this philofophic age, when nature,
reafon, and the wights of man have re-
Sfumed their empire; when the genius of a
great, generous and brave people, is giving
the laft blow to fuperfiition and defpotifim,
the publication of a work, which bas
greatly contributed to thefe glorious events,
muft be highly acccptable, not only to the
biterary world, but cven to the community
at large, who cagerly feck after infiruction,
the moment they believe it neceffary for
their happinefs.

This publication bears a confpicuous rank
among thofe works,whafe free and indepen-



vi

dent fentiments have introduced a happy
change in the public mind, and concurred
withthewritings of Rouffeau,Mably,Raynal
and Voltaire,inbringing forward the French
Rewolution : * A revolution which will pro-
bably prove the barbinger of the complete
triumph of reafon. Perfecutions and wars
~ awill then ceafe forever throughout the civili-
zed world.
In gffering this Tranflation 1o the pub-
lic, I paya tribute that every member of
" fociety owes to his fellow-citizens, that of
endeavouring to acquaint them with their
true rights and dutics, and confequently
the means moft conducive to their bappi-

nef
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LETTER

AUTHOR TO A FRIEND.

I RECEIVE, Sir, with gratitude the
remarks which you fend me upon my
work. If Iam fenfible to the praifes.
you condefcend to give it, I am too
fond of truth to be difpleafed with

the franknefs with which you propofe
your objettions. Ifind them fuffici-
ently weighty to merit all my atten-
tion. He but ill deferves the title of
philofopher, who has not the courage

o to hear his opinions contradited. We -

B,
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are not divines; our difputes are
of a nature to terminate amicably;
they in no way refemble thofe of the
wapoftles of fuperflition, who endea-
vour to overrcach each other by cap-
tious arguments, and who, at the ex-
pence of good faith, contend only to
advocate the caufe of their vanity and
their prejudices.  We both defire the
happinefs of mankind, we both fearch
after truth; this being the cafe, we

cannot difagree.

'You begin by admitting the necefli-
ty of examining religion, aild {fubmit-
tfnsr opinions to the decifion of reafon.
You acknowledge that Chriftianity
cannot fuftain this trial, and that in
the eye of good {enfe it can never ap-
pear to be any thing but a tiffue of ab-
furdities, of unconnected fables, fenfe-
lefs dogmas, puerile ceremonies, and
notions borrowed from the Chaldeans,
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Egyptians, Phenicians, Grecians, and
Romans. In one word, you confefs
that this religious fyftem is only the
deformed offspring of almott all anci-,
ent fuperftitions, begotten by orien-
tal fanatifm, and diverfely modified
by the circumftances and prejudices of
thofe who have fince pretended to be
the infpired ambafladors of God, and
the interpreters of his will.

You tremble at the horrors which
the intolerant {pirit of Chriftians has
caufed them to commit, whenever
they had power to do it; you feel
that a reliion founded on a fanguina-
ry deity muft be a religipn of blood.
You lament that phrenfy, which in in-
fancy takes pofleflion of princes and
people, and renders them equally the
flaves of fuperftition and her priefls;
which prevents their acquaintance with
their true interefls, renders them
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deaf to reafon, and turns them afide
from the great objeéts, by which they
wght to be occupied. You confefs
¥t a religion founded upon enthufi-
“afm or impofture can have no fure
principles ; that it muft prove an eter-
nal fource of difputes, and always end
in caufing troubles, perfecutions, and
ravages ; efpecially when political pow-
er conceives itfelf indifpenfibly oblig-
ed to enter into its quarrels. In fine,
you go fo far as to agree that a good
Chriftian who follows literally the
conduét prefcribed to him as the moft
perfect by the gofpel, knows not in
this world any thing of thofe du-
ties on which true morality is founded ;
and that if he wants energy he muft

prove an ufelefs mifanthrope, or if bis
temper be warm, a turbulent fanatic. -

After acknowledging all this, how
could it happen that you fhould pro-
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nounce my work a dangerous one!
You tell me that a wife man ought to
think only for himfelf; that to the
populace a religion is neceflary be.it
good or bad ; that it is a reftraint ne-
ceflary to grofs and ignorant minds,
which, without it, would have no :
longer any motive for abftaining from
vice. You look upon a reform of re-
ligious prejudiceg as impoflible, be-
caufe it is the inteteft of many of thofe
perfons who alone can effedt it, to
continue mankind in that ignorance
of which themfelves reap the advan-
tage. Thefe, if I miftake not, are the
weightieft of your objeftions. I will
endeavour to remove them.

Books are generally written for that
part of a nation, whofe circumitances,
education, and fentiments, place them
above the commiffion of crimes. This
enlightened portion of fociety, which

B2
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governs the other, reads and judges of
writings ; if they. contain maxims
falfe or injurious, they are foon either
condemned to oblivion, or held up to
public execration ; if they contain only
truth, they are not in danger. Fanatics
and ignorant people are the difturbers
of fociety. Senfible, cnlightened, and
difinterefted perfons are ever the
friends of peace.

You are not, Sir, of the number of
pufillanimous thinkers, who believe
that truth is capable of doing harm.
it does harm to thofe only who deceive
mankind, and to the reft of the hu-
man fpecies it will always be ufeful.
You ought long to have been convin-
ced that the evils with which mankind
are affliéted, arife only from ourerrors,
our prejudices, our interefls mifun-
derftood, and the falfe ideas we at-
tach to objedts.
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In fine, jt is cafy to fee that the poli-
cy and morality of man have been par-
ticularly corrupted by their religious
prejudices. 'Was it not religious and
{uper-natural ideas which caufed fove-
vereigns to be looked upon as gods?
It is then religion which raifed up ty-
rants and defpots ; tyrants and defpots
made wicked laws ; their example cor-
rupted the great, the great corrupted
the lower claffes of mankindj thefe
vitiated beings became unhappy flaves,
employed either in injuring them{elves,
flattering the great, or ftruggling to
get clear of their mifery. Kings were
ftiled images of God: they were abio-
lute like him ; they created juftice and
and injuftice ; their wills oftun fanc-
tified oppreflion, violence and rapine.
'The means of obtaining their favors
were vice and meanefs. Thus na-
tions became filled with perverted oiti-
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zens, who, under leaders corrupted
by religious notions, made continually
a war, either open or clandeftine, and
were left deftitute of any motive -for
pradtifing virtue.

Has this religion influenced the man- -
ners of fovereigns, who derive their
-divine power from it? Do we not be-
hold princes, overflowing with faith,
continually undertaking the moft un-
juft wars ; -wafting the blood and trea-
fure of their fubjeéts; wrenching the
bread from the hands of the poor;
permitting and even commanding
every fpecies of injuftice? Does this
religion, confidered by fo many fove-
reigns as the fupport of their thrones,
render. them more humane, tempe-
rate, chafte, or faithful to their oaths?
Alas! when we confult” hiftory, we
there find fovereigns, who were or-
thodox, zealous and religious to a
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fcruple, and at the fame time guilty
of perjury, ufurpation, adultery, rob-
bery, and murder ; men, whe in fine,
behaved as if they feared not the God
whom they honored with their mouths.
Among the courtiers who furrounded
them we fee a continual alliance of
Chriftianity and vice, devotion and
iniquity, religion and treafon. Among
the priefts of a poor and crucified God,
who found their exiftence upon reli-
gion, and pretend that without it there
could be no morality, do we not fee
reigning amongft them, pride, ava-
rice, wantonnefs, and revenge ?

Amongft us, education is very lit-
tle attended to by the goverament,
which thews the moft profound indif-
ference concerning an objet the moft
effential to the happinefs of {tates.
With moft modern nations public edu-
cation is confined to the teaching lan-
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guages, ufelefs to moft who learn them.
Chriftians, inftead of morality, incul-
cate the marvellous fables and incom-
.prehenfible dogmas of a religion ex-
‘tremely repugnant to right reafon.
At the firft ftep a young man makes
~in his ftudies, he is taught that he
-ought to renounce the teftimony of
his fenfes to ‘Peject his reafon as an
unfaithful guide, and blindly conform
-himfclf to the dictates of his mafters.
But who are . thefe mafters? Priefts,
whofe intereft it is to continue man-
‘kind in \errors, of which they alone
rcap ‘the advantage.* Can the ab-
ject and ifolated mind of thefe merce-
nary pedagogues be capable of inftruét-
ing their pupils in that of which them-
felves are-ignorant? will they teach

* The reader will bear in mind that this pub-
lication was written in France, and that when the
‘author mentions priefls, he commonly means Rq-
man Catholic priefts,——Aumer, Editor,
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them to love the public good, to ferve:
their country, to know the duties of
the man and citizen? Ceftainly, not ;
we can expet nothing from the hands
of fuch teachers but ignorant and fu-
perftitious pupils, who, if they have.
profited of the leflons they have re-
céived, are unacquainted with every
thing neceflary in fociety, of which
they muft confequently become ufelefs
members,

On whatever fide we caft our eyes,
we fee the ftudy of the objects moft
important” to man, totally negletted.
Morality, in which I alfo comprehend
policy, is confidered of very little im-
portance in European education. - The
only morality taught by Chriftians is,
the enthufiaftic, impra&icablé, contra-
di®ory, and uncertain morality con-
tained in the gofpel. This is calcy-
Jated only to degrade the mind, to
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render virtue odious, to form abject
flaves, and break the fpring of the
foul; or, if it is fown in warm and
a&ive minds, to produce turbulent
fanatics, capable of fhaking the foun-
dations of fociety.

Notwithftanding the inutility and
perverﬁty of the morality which Chrif-
tianity teaches mankind, its partifans
prefume to tell usthat without this reli-
gion we cannot have morals. But what
isit to have morals, in the language of
Chriftians ? It is to pray without ceaf-
ing, to frequent churches, to do pe-
nance, and to abftain from pleafure;
it is to live in felfilhnefs and folitude.
What good refults to fociety from
thefe practices, all of which may be
obferved by a man, who has not the
fhadow of virtue? If fuch morals lead
to heaven, they are very ufelefs on
carth. But certain it is, that a man
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may be a faithtul obferver of all that
Chriftianity enjoins, without poflefling
any of the virtues which reafon thews
to be neccilary to the fupport of politi-
cal {ociety.

It is neceflary, then, to carefully dil-
tinguith Chriftian morality from poli-
tical morality ; the former makes faints,
the latter citizens; ome makes men
ufeles or even hurtful to the world;
the other has for its objet the forma-
tion of members ufeful to fociety;
men active and vigorous, who are ca-
pable of ferving it, who fulill the du-
ties of huibands, fathers, friends, and
companiocns, whatever may be their
metaphy{ical opinions, which, let Theo-
logifts {fay what they will, arc much
lefs fure than the invariable rules of
good fenfe. -

- Im falt, it is certain, that man is a
focial Leing, who in all things fecks
G
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his own happinefs, that he docs good
when he finds it his intcreft; that he
13 not commonly bad, becaufe that
would be contrary to his welfare. This
beng premifed, let education teach
men to know the relations which
exift among themfelves, and the duties
arifing from thofe relations; let go-
vernments calling to their aid laws,
rewards, and punithments, confirm the
leflons given by education ; let happi-
nefs accompany ufeful and virtuous ac-
tions, let fhame, contempt, and chaf-
tifement be the rewards of vice. Then
would mankind have a true morality,
fouhded in their own nature upon
their mutual wants, and the intereft
of pations at large. ‘This morality,
* independent of the fublime notions
of Theology might perbaps have very
little in common with Chriftian mo-
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rality ; but fociety has nothing to loofe
from this circumftance, as has alrcady
been proved.

When the people receive a proper
education, which, by infpiring them
early in life with virtuous principles,
will habituate them to do homage to
virtue, deteft crimes, contemn vice,
and fhrink from infamy. Such dn
education cannot be vain, when con-
tinual example fhall prove to the citi- -
zens that talents and virtue are the
only means of arriving at honor, for-
tune, diftinCen, confideration; and
favor; and that vice conduéls only to
contempt and ignominy. :

Ifthe clergy have ufurped from the
fovereign power the right of inftrué&-
ing the people, let the latter reaffume
its rights, or at leaft not fuffer the
former to enjoy the exclufive Iiberty
of governing the manners of mankind,
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and dictating their morality. Let
them teach if they pleafe, that their
God transforms himdelf into bread,
. but let them never teach that we ought
to hate cor deftroy thofe who refufe to
believe this ineflable myitery. Let no
individual in focictv have the power
of exciting citizens to rebellion, of
foving Q;icord brea}:ing the bands
which unite the people amonglt one
another, and diflurbing the public
tranquillity for the fake of opinions.
If it be faid that all governments think .
it their intereft to fupport religious
prejudices, and - manage the clergy
through policy, altho’ they themfelves
are undeceived. I anfwer, that it is
eafy to convince every enlightened gb-
verninent, that it is their true inte-
reft to govern 2 happy people, that
upon the happinefs it procures the na-
tion depends the fiability and fufety of
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the government ; in one word, that a
nation eompofed of wife and virtuous
citizens, are much more powerful than
a troop of igherant and corrupted
{laves, whom the government is forc-
ed to deceive in order to fatisfy, and
to deluge with impofitions that it may
fuceeed in any enterprife.

Thus let us hot defpair; that truth
will one day forcé its way even e
throhes: If the light of reafon and
feience reaches prinees with fo much
difficulry, it is becaufe intérefted. prieftd
and fafveling courtiers endeavouf te
keep them in a perpetual infancy, point
out to them chimerical profpeds of
power and grandeur, and thus turn
away their attention from objeéts ne-
ceflary to their true happinefs.

Eveéry government muft feel that
their power will alwq}:s b¢ tottering
and precarious, fo long asit depends

C a2
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for fupport on the phantoms of religi-
on, the errors of the people and the
caprices of the priefthood. It muft feel
the inconveniencies refulting from fa-
natic adminiftration, which have hi-
therto produced nothing but igno-
rance and prefumption, nothing but
obftinate, weak citizens, incapable of
doing fervice to the ftate, andready
to receive the falfe impreflions of
guides who would lead them aftray.
It muft perceive’ what immenfe re-
‘fources might be derived from the
wealth which has been accumulated by
a body of ufelefs men, who, under
pretenfions of teaching the nation,
cheat and devourit*. Upon this foun-
dation (which to the fhame of man-

* Some have thought that the clergy might
ene day ferve as a barrier againft’delpotifm, but

experience fufficiently proves that this body always
fipulates for itfelf alone.
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kind be it faid, has hitherto ferved
only to fupport facerdotal pride) ‘a
wife government might raife eftablith-
ments which would become ufeful to

~ the ftate in forming the yo',u‘th\,-chge-

rithing talents, rewarding virtuous fer-
vices, and comforting-the people, e

I flatter myfelf, fir, that thefe Tex
flexions will ex.culpatem,e in your eygsy
I donot hope for.the fuﬁ'ra«es of tlmfe
whio feel themfelves. interefted in ‘the

continuance of the evils fuffered b)(‘,

their fellow-citizens; "It is not fuch

TR

whom I aim to convince ; nothmg can

be made to appear evident to vicious .
and unredfonable men. But 1 pre-,

fume to hope that you will- ceafe o

ok upon my book as dangerous, and
4my ekpe&auons as altogether chime-
rlcal Many immoral men bave at-

“tacked the Chriftian rehglon,b‘ecagfe
it oppofed their propenfities;- mahy
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wife men have defpifed it, becaufe to
them it appeated ridiculous; many
petfons have losked upon it with in-
difference, becaufe they did not feel
its real inconveniences. I attack it as
1 citlzen, becaufe it appears to meé to
be injutious to the welfare of the flate;
#fh énttiy to the progrefs of the hu-
misti- tiind, .and oppofed t6 the prirs
eples of true morality, from which
pohtiml interefls cun never be féparit-
dd. Tt remains only for me to fay,
with z poct, who was like myﬂ:lf ah
tnemy to fupetftition : :

e ik eiimii §f PG D210 videtnr,
- Dede manus; et fi folfa efl; accingere contra.

3 am, &ci &
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i

A. REASONABLE bemg ought m all hrs"
alions to aim at his own happmefs and that'
of his fellow-creatures. Reli ligion which"is-'
held up as an obje&t molt 1mpo'* nt to our
tcmpora] anid eternal felicity, can be advama-
geous to' us only fo far ‘as it renders our exif-’
tence happy in #4is world, or as we are affur-
ed that it will fulfill the flattering promifes
which it makes vf refpefling another. Our‘
' duty towards God, whom we look tpon as the
rule er of our deftinies, can be founded, it is



[ 24 ]

faid, only on the evils which we fear on his
part. Tt is then néceéffary that man fhould ex-
amine the grounds of his fears. He ought,
for this purpofe, -to confult expé}ieﬁce and
reafon, which are -the only guides to truth.
By the benefits 'which he derives from religi-
on in the vifible world which he ‘inhabits, he
* may judge of the reality of thofe bleffings for
which it leads him to hope in that invifible
world, to whlch it commands"lum to turn his

. ‘VICWS

Mankmd, for the moft part, hold to their
religion through habit. They have never fe- -
© vioufly examined the reafons why they are’
attached to it; the motives of their condudd,
or the foundations of their opinions. Thus,
what has ever been confidered as moft im-
portant to all, has been of all things, leaft
fubjeCted to ferutiny. Men blindly follow
on in the paths which their fathers itrodr, they .
believe, becaufe in infancy they were told
they muﬁ: beheve, they hope becaufe their
: progcn?tors hoped, and they tagmble becaufe
fhey trembled.  Scarcely ever have they
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deigned to rcndcy an account of the motixe
of their belief. - "Very few men have leifure
to examine, or fortitude to analyze, the obs
jecls of their habitual veneration, their blind
attachmeut, or their traditional fears. Ni’th
ons are carried away in the torrent of habxr,
cxample and prejudice. Lducthon_ habitu~
ates the mind to opinions the mot monftrous,
as it accuftoms he body to attitudes the moft,

uncafy. All that has long exifted. appears .

facred to the eyes of man; they think it {a-
crilege to examine things flamped with the
feal of antiquity. Prepofiefied in favor of .
. the wifdom of their fathers, they have not
the prefumption to inveftigate what has rc-».
ceived their fanftion, They fee not that man..
has ever been the dupe of his ;;.r?ajudiées,
his hopes, and his fears; and that the fame’
" reafons have almoft always rendered this en+
quiry equally impracticable. "

The vulgar, bufied in the Iabours neceffa~
Iy to then‘ ﬁil‘)ﬁ{’cance, place a hl;gd confi-
denge in thofe who pretend to guide t]

up to them the right of thinking and Tl

49
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mit without murmering to ali they preferibe.
They believe they fhall offend- God, if they
doubt for a moment, the veracity of thofe
who fpeak to them in his name. The great,
‘thte rich, the men of the world, even when
they are more enlightened than the vuigar,
have found it their intereft to conform to' re-
“eeived prejudices, and'even to maintain them ;
or fwallowed"uiov in diflipation, pleafure, and
effeminacy, they have no time to beftow on
4 religion, which they cafily accommodate to
their ‘paffions, propenfities, and fondnefs for
amufement. In childheod, we receive all
the impreflions others wifh to make upon
us 3 we have neither the capacity, experi-
LCACE,  Or * COUrage, rlleccﬂ'ilry to cxamine
what is taught us by thofe, on whom our
weaknefs renders us dependent. In youth,.
the ardour of.our paffions, and the continual
ebriety of our fenfes, prevent our thinking fe-
rioufly of a religion, too auftere and gloomy to
pleafe ; if by chance a young man examines it,
he does it with parriality, or without perfever-
auce; he is often difgufted with a fingle glance
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fupport of the prejudices of mankind, com-
pels them to ignorance by forbidding enqui-
fy, and holds itfelf in continual readinefs to
punifhall who attempt toundeceive themfelves.

Let us not be furprifed then, if we fee er-
ror almoft inextricably int¢rwoven with
human nature. Al things feem “to concur
to perpetuate our blindnefs, and hide the
truth from us. Tyrants deteft and opprefs
truth, becaufe it dares to difpute their un-
juft and chimcrigal titles ; - it is oppofed
by the Priefthood becaufe it annihilates
‘their fuperflitions.  Ignorance, indolence,
and paffion render the great part of man-
kind accomplices of thofe “who frive to

¢ +deceive.them, in order to keep their necks be-
neath the yoke, and profit by their miferies.
Hence nations groan under hereditaty evils,
thoughtlefs of a remedy ; being eitherignorant
of the caufe, or o long accuftomed to difeafe,
that they have loft even the defire of health.

If religion be the obje& moft important to
_mankind, if it extends its inﬂuencés not only
over our condudt in this life, but alfo over
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our eternal happinefs, nothing can demand
from us'a more ferious examination. Yet it,
is of all things, that, rcfp/e&ing which, man-
kind exercife the moft implicit: cfcdulity.
'The fame man, who examines with fcrupu-
lous nicety things of little moment to his wel~
fare, wholly negle@s enquiry qoncerning. the
motives, which determine him to .believe and
perfarm things, on which,. accqrding to his
own confeflion, depend both his temporal and
eternal felicity. - He -blindly abandons him-
{elf to -thofe, whom chance has given him,
for guides;. he confides to them the care of
thinking for him, and cven makes a merit of
his own indolence and credulity. In mattersof
religion, infancy and barbarity feem to be the
boatt of the greater part of the humian Tace.

Neverthelefs, men have in all qges appear-
éd, who, thaking off the prejudices of their
fellows, have darsd to lift before their eyes
the light of truth. But what could their feeble
voice efe®, againfterrors imbibed at the breaft,
cortfirmed by habit, authorifed by example,
‘and fortified by a policy, which often became
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the accomplice of its own ruin ? The flen-
torian clamoers of impofture foon overwhelm
* the calm exhortations of the advocates of rea-
fon. In vain fhall the philofopher endeavour
to infpire mankind with coutage, fo long as
they tremble beneath the rod of priefts and
kings. ' :
The fureft means of deceiving mankind,
and perpetuating their errors, is to deceive
them ininfancy. Amongft many trations at-
the prefent day, education feems defighed
only to form fanatics, devotees and monks;
that is to fay, men either ufelefs or injurious-
“to foclety. Few are the places, in which it is-
calculated to form good citizens. Princes, to.
whom a great part of the earth is at prefent
. unhappily fubjected, are commonly the vice.
tims, of a fuperftitious education, and remain:
+ all their lives in the profoundeft ignorance of:
their own duties, and the true interefls of the"
ftates which they govern. Religion feems to.
have been invented only to render both kings.
and people equally the flaves of the prieft-,
hood. 'The latter is continually bufied in
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raifing obftacles to the felicity of nations.
Wherever this reigns, other governments
‘have but a precatious power; and citizens
become indolent, ignorant, deftitute of great-
nefs of foul, and, in {hort of every gquality ne--
ceffary to the happinefs.of fociety. s
If, in a ftate where the Chriftian religion is.
profefled, we find fome allivity, fome fcienge,
and an spproach to focial manners; itis, be~
caufe nature, whenever it is in her .ppwei.',-
reftores. manking toseafon, and obliges them
to-labour for their own felicity. Were all
Chriftian nations exaétly conformed to their
principles, they ‘muft be plunged into the
moft 'prqfound anactivity. bnr eountries
would be inhabited by a {mall number of
pious favages, who would meet only to de-.
firoy each other.. For, why fhould a man
mingle with the affairs of a3 world, which
‘his geligion iaforms him, is only a place of
“paffage? . What can be the induftry of that
people, who helieve themfelves comman ‘ed
by their God, to live in continual fear, to
pray, to groan, and afili&t themfelves incef-
D2 ,
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fantly ? How can a fociety exift which is

compofed of men, who are convinced, that,
in their zeal for religion, they ought to hate

and deftroy all, whofe opinions differ from
their own ? How can we expe&t to find hu-
manity, juftice,or any virtue, amongft 2 horde
of fanatics, who copy in their conduét, a cruel,
diffembling, and difhoneft God? A God
who delights in the tears of his unhappy
creatures, who fets for them the  ambufh,

and then punifhes them for having fallen in-
10 it! A God, who himfelf ordains, robbery,

perfecution, and carnage ! -

. Such, however, are the traits with which -
the Chriftian religion reprefents the God,

which it has inherited from the Jews. This

God was a fultan, a defpot, a tyrant, to

whom 'all things were lawful.  Yet he is

held up: ‘to us as a model of perfeCtion.

Crimes at. which human nature revolts,

have been committed in his name; and the

greateft villaniks” have been juftified, by the

preténce of their being committed, either by

his command, or to merit his favour.  Thus
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the Chriftian religion, which boafts of
being the only true fupport of orality, and
of furnithing mankind with the ftrongeft
motives for the pratice of virtue, has proved
to them a fource of divifions, oppreflion, and

~ the blackeft crimes. Under the pretext of

bringing peace on earth, it has overwhelmed
it with hate, difcord, and war. It furnithes
the human race with a thoufand ingenious
means of tormenting themfelves, and fcatters
amongft them {courges unknown before.
'The Chriftian, poflefled of common fenfe,
muft bitterly regret the tranquil ignorance of
his idolatrous anceftors.

1f the manners-of natjons have gained no-
ching by the Chriftian religion, governments,
of which it has pretended to be the fupport,
have drawn from it advantages equally
{fmall. It cfiablithes to itfelf in every ftate a
feparate power, and becomes the tyrant or.
the encmy of every other power. Kings
‘were always, the flaves of priefts ; or if they
refufcd to bow the knee, they were pro-,
foribed, {tripped of their privileges, and ex-
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terminated either by fubjeCts whom religi-
on ‘had excited to rvevolt, or afluifins

whofe hands fhe had armed with ber facred

- poignard. - Before the introdu&ion of the
Chriftian 'religion .thofe who governed the
fiate .commonly governed the priefthood ;
fince that period, fovereigns ‘have dwindled

into the firft flaves of the -priefthoed, the

mmere executor of its vengeance and its decrees,

Let us.then conclude, -that -the ‘Chriftian
miigion has no right to boaft of procuring
advantages elther to policy or morality.
Lt ustear afide the veil with which it enve-
. lopes itfelf, Let us penetrate :»backlto its
fource. Let 'us purfue it in its courfe,
we fhall find thet founded on ‘impofture, ig-
norance and credulity, it can never be ufeful
but to men ‘who with to deceive their fellow-
creatures., "We /fhall find, that it will never
ceafe to genmerate the greateft evils ameng

mankind, and that inftead of producing the ",

felicity ‘it promifes, it is formed to cover ' the

eidrth with outrages, and deluge it in blood;

that it will glunge the humansace in deli~

4



- [ 35 1

rium and vice, and blind their eyes to their
trueft interefts and their plaineft duties. -

. - CHAPTER IL

Sketch of the Hiftory ‘qf the Fewg.

‘ IN»a fmall country, almoft unknéwn te.
g‘ others, lived a nation, the founders of w}xich, A
having long been flaves among the Egyptians,
were delivered from their fervitude by a prieft
, of Heliopolis, who, by means of his fuperior
« genius and knowledge, gained the afcendancy
% overthem®. This man, known by the name

* Maneton and Cheremon, Egyptian hifforians, re~

. fpecting whom teflimonies have been tranfmitted to.us

i by Fofeph the Jew, inform us that a multitude of.

 Yepers avere drawwn out of Egypt by king Amenophis 3

" and that thefe exiles ele@ed for theigy leader a pricff of

Helispolis whofe name was Mofes, and who formed
for them a religion and a code of laws.

- . = Jofeph contre Appion. kiv. I, chap. 9, 11512: l:
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of Mofes being educated in the myfteries of
a religion, which was fertile in prodigies, and

A
3

I

the mother of fuperftitions, placed himfelf at

the head of a band of fugitives, whom he

perfuaded thathe was an. interpreter of the'

will of their God, whofe immediate com- -

mands he preterided'to weasive. e proved his
miffion, it is faid, by “works which appeared
fupernatural to men ignorant of the opera--
tions of matuvé, and the refources of art,
The firft command which he gave them on
" the part of his God, was torob theirmaflers,
whom'they weresbout to deferty - Wihen he

. Diodorus. Szl'.mlw alfo relates the -}J‘;ﬁory of Mo_/é:.‘ %
; Vide tranflation of Abbé Terraljgmuus.

- Bethis as # may, Mofes, by #he confeffion Tf the
Bibleitfelf, began his career by affaffinating. an Lgype
Afian, who awas quarrelling with an Hebrea ; afier
which be fled into Arabia; and'married the duaghter
of an idolairons pricfl, by w om ke wwas often re.
proached for biv csuelty, Thence he, roturned inta

Eoypt, and placed himfelf at the head of bis nation;

which was diffatisfied awith king Pharaoh. Mofes. -

#eigned wery gyrapnically ; the -examples of Korab,

- Dathan, and hyron, prove to what kind -of people '

he bad an averfon. He at lafl, difappeared ke
Romulus, no one -being able ¥o find his body, or the

Plece of lis fepubture.
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had thus enriched them with the fpoils of
Egypt, being fure of their confidence, he con-
duéted them into a defert, where, during\
forty years, he accuftomed them to: the blind-
eft obedience. He taught them the will of
liedaven, the marvellous fables of their fore-
fathers, and the ridiculous ceremonies to
which he pretended the Moft High attached
his favors. He was particularly careful to
inlpire them with the moft envenomed ha-
-tred againft the gods of other nations, aud
the maft refi ned cruelty to thofe who adored
them. By means of carnage and feverity, he
‘rendered them 4 nation of flaves, ebfequious
-to'his will, ready to fecond his paffions, and’
facrifice themfelves to gratify his ambitious
" views. In one word, he made the He-
- brews monfters of phrenzy and feroeity. ~Af-
ter having thus animated them with the fji--
‘rit of deftrultion, he fhewed them the lands
and pofiz(lions of their neighbours, as an in-
Cheritance afligned them by God himfelf,
~ Proud of the protection of fehovah, the
- Hebrews marched forth to vitory. ~ Heaver. |,
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-authorifed in them knavery and cruelty, Re-
- ligion, united to avidity, renderedthem deaf
to the cries of nature; and, under the con-
duct of inhuman chiefs, they deftroyed the
Canaanitith natlons with . a barbanty, at
which every man muft revolt, whofe reafon is
not wholly annihilated by fuperftition. Their
fury, deftroyed every thing, eyen infants at
the breaft, in thofe citiss whether thefe mon-
-fters carried their victorious arms. By the
commands of their God, or his prophets,
.good faith was violated, juftice oitraged, and
- cruelty exerciled.

This nation of robbers, ufurpers, and
murderers,at length eftablifhed themfelves in a
country, not indeed very fertile, but which
they found delicious in comparifon with the
_defert jn which they had fo long wandered.
Here, under the authority of the vifible
priefts of their hidden Ged, they founded a
ftate, deteftable to its neighbours, and at-all
times the obje&t of their contempt or their
hatred. The priefthood, under the title of 2
. Theocracy, for a long time governed thig.



[ 39 3

blind and ferocioustpeople. They were per-
fuaded that in obeying their pr:eﬂs they
obeyed God himfelf.

Notwithftanding  their fupcrfhtxon, --the
Hebrews, at length, forced by circumftances,
or perh.aps weary of the yoke of priefthood,
determined to have a king, according to the
example of other nations. Butin the choxce
of their monarch they thought themfelves'
abliged to have recourfe to a prophet.. Thus
began the monarchy of the Hebrews. - Their

- princes, however, were always croffed in their
enterprifes, by infpired priefts and ambitious
.prophets, who continually laid obftacles in
- the way of every fovereign whom they did
not find fufficiently fubmilfive to their own
wills. The hiftory of the Jews at all times,
fhews us nothing but kings blindly obedient
to the priefthood, or at war with it and pC-

~ rifhing under its blows.

The ferocious and ‘ridiculous fuperftitions

- of the Jews rendered them at once the natu-

“ral enemies of mankind, and the object of -

¢ fheir contempt. They were always treted
E :
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with great fcventy by thefc who made in-
roads upon their territory. Succeﬁively en-
ﬂaved by the Egyptxans, the. Babylomans, and

' thc Grccxans, they expenenced from their

«

ma{’(ers the bittereft treatment, which was
mdced but too well deferved. Often- difobe-
dgent to thcn‘ Go& ‘whofe own cruelty, as
well as the tyranny of his priefts, frequently

'}dlfoufted ‘them, they were never faithful to v

their princes. In vain were they crufhed
beneath fceptres of iron 3 it wis impoflible to
render them loyal fubjeéts. The Jews were

-always the dupes of their prophets, and in
their greateft diftrefles, their obftinate fana-

ticifm, ridiculous hopes, and indefatigable cre-
dulity, {upported them againft the blows of
fortune. At laft, conquered with the reft of ‘
the earth, Judqé {fubmitted to the Roman yoké. ,
" Defpifed by their new malters, the Jews
were treated hardly, and with great haughti.

-~ riefs’s for their laws, as well as their conduét,

biad infpired .the hearts of their conquggors

~with- the livelieft deteftation. , Soured by
“migfortune, they became more blind, fanatic,
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and feditious. Exalted hy the pretended pro-
mifes of their God ; full of confidence in ora-
cles, which have always announced to them a
felicity, which they have never tafted; ene
couraged by enthufiafts, or by impoftors, who
fucceffively profit by their credulity; the
Jews have, to this day, expectedthe coming of
a Meffiab, a monarch, a deliverer, who {hail
free them from the yokes beneath which they
groan, and caufe their nation to reign ovcr all
Other nations in the univerfe. = sk

CHAPTER I

- Sketeh of the Hifory of the Chriftian Religion,

IN the midfk of this nation, thus difpofed to
~ “feed on hope and chimera, a new prophet
. "arofe, whofe fectaries in procefs of time have
. ~¢hanged the fabe of the earth, A pcm Jew,
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who pretended to be defcended from the royal
boufe of David, * after being long unknown in
‘hisown country, emerges from obfcurity, and
goes forth fo make profelytes. He fucceeded
- amongft fome of the moft ignorant part of the
populace. To them he preached his doc-
trines, and Wéght them that he was the fon of
‘@ed, the deliverer of his opprefled nation, and
%”ﬂeiﬁa}a anneunced by the prophets.
iféiples; being cithes impoftors, er them=
Beceived, rendered a clamorous teftimo-
nﬁ’"&‘ Aie-power, and declared that his mif-"
. fion had been proved’ by miracles without
Tuinber.” The only prodigy which he was in-
capable of eﬁ'c&mg, was that of convmcmg

* The 7cwr Jay that efiis suas the fan of one
Vandira, or Panther, w, o bad feduced bis mother
Mary, a millener, the wife qf Jochanan.,  Aecord-
ing to others, Pandira, by fome artifice, enjoyed her
feveral times, while fbe thought bim: ber bufband ;
.gﬁer aubich, fbe becoming pregnant, kber hufband, Suf~
picious of her fidelity, retired into Babylon. Some
fay that Fefus was taught magic in Egypt, from .
awhence he aent and exercifed his art in Galileey
awbhere be was put to death. 3

Vide Peiffer, Theol. Jud. and Mahom, &'
Principia. Lypfiae, 1687.
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. the Jews,mwho, far from being tou‘ekpd  with
bis beneficent and marvellous works, caufed
bim to fuffer an ignominioys death. Thus
the Son of God died in the fight of all.Jerufas
lem ; but his followers declare that he was {e~
cretly refufcitated three days after his death.
Vifible to them alone,’ and:javifble to.the na~
tion which he came to enlighten.and convert.

to his .do&trine. Jefus, after his refurrggtion,.
fay they, converfed fome time with his dif~.
ciples, and then afcended inte, heayven, where,

‘having again become equal to God the father,
he thares with him the adorations and homages-
of the {ectaries of his law, Thefe fedtarigs,~
by accumulating fuperftitions, inventing im-
poftures, and fabricating dogmas and myfle-
xies, have, by little. and little, heaped up a
diftorted and unconne&ed fyﬁem of rehgldﬁ

. .which is called Chriftianity, after the name of
‘Chrift its founder. S

‘ Thc “different nations, to whu:h the ]ews '

“were fucceffively . fubjected, had infected
them with a multitude of Pagan dogmas.

Thus thc Jewxﬂl religion, Egyptian in its ori-
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gin, adopted many of the rites and opinions. of
the people, with whom the Jews converfed.
‘We need not then'be furprifed, if we fee the
. Jews and the Chriftians their fueceflors, filled
with notions borrowed - of the Phcnfcians, the
‘Magt or Perfians, the Greeks and the Re-
mans. ‘The errors of mankind refpeéling re-
ligion have a general refemblance 3 they ap-
pear to differ only by their combinations.
The -commerce of the Jews and- Chriftians
with the Grecians, made them aecquainted
with the philofophy of Plato, fo analegous to
‘the romantic fpirit of the Orientals, and fo
¢onformable to the genius of a relig\ion‘ which
boafts in being inacceflible to reafon *. Paul, A
the moft ambitious and enthufiaftic of. the -
-apeltles, carried his dodirines, feafoned with

* Origen fays that Celfus reproached Chriff with .
bavingborrowed many of bis maxims from Plato, See
Origen contra®Cel. chap. 1. 6. . Auguftineconfeffes,
that he found the beginning of the Gofpel of Fobn ir
Plato, ~ See S. Aug. Cenf. L vil. ch. ix, %5l
The notion of the Word is evidently taken from .
‘Plate ; the church has fince found means of tranfs
planting a great part of Plats, as we foall bereafier

preve.
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the fublime and marvellous, among the people

of Greece and Afia, and even the inhabitants
of Rome. He gained -profelytes, as every
man, who addrefles himfelf to the imagina-
tion of ignorant people may do; and he may

.be juftly ftiled the principal founder of a reli-

gion, which, without him, could never have
fpread far; for the reft of its followers

were ignorant men, from whom he foon fe-

parated himfelf to become the leader of his
own fect *. SRR A

The conquets of the Chriftian religion were

“in its infancy, generally limited to. the vulgar

and ignorant. It was embraced only by the
moft abject amongft the Jews and Pagans. Itis
over.men of this defcription that the marvel-
lous has the greateft influence+  An unfor-

* The Elbionites, or firfl Chriffians, looked upon
Saint Paulas an apoflate and an beretic, becaufe be
whotly rejeied the law of Mofes, ?nbic,ﬁ the atl/ef

apofiles wifbed only to reform. ‘
. + The firft Chriffians avere, by away of contempt,

called Ebionites, awhich fignifies beggars or mendi-

* cants. See Origen contra Celfum, /ib. 2. e Eufch.

g hift. Ecclefi lib. 3. c. 37. Ebion,in Hebrew,fignifies
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tunate God, the innocent vi€tim of wickednefs-
.and cruelty, and an enemy to riches and. the.,
great, muft have been an objeét of. confola~ - -
tion to the wretched. The. aufterity, con- -
tempt of riches, and apparently difinterefted
-cares of the firft preachers, of the gofpel, .
.whofe ambition was limited to the government
of jouls; the equality of rank and propcriy
enjoined by their religion, and the mutual
uccours interchanged by its followers ; thefe
were objets well calculated to excite the de-

fires of the poor, and multiply  Chriftians.
‘ Thc union, concord, and reciprocal aflection,
recommcnded to the firlt Chriftians, muft
% -have been feductive to ingenious minds;
"thelr fubmiffive temper, their patience in indi-
gence, obfcurity, and diftrefs, caufed- their in-
fant fect to be looked upon as little dangerous
‘in a government accuftomed to tolerate all

poor.  The word Eblon has fince been pz;/bngfed
- into the meaning of an heretic or the leader of a (e,
wha aweme excluded from facred things, and fearcely
confidered as men. It promifed them that they fhould
-one day bave their turn, and that, in the other f fc,
they fbould be happicr than their maflers,
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fc@s. Thus, the founders of Chriftianity had
many adherents among the people ™, anid

their oppofers and enemies confifted chiefly of =

fome idolatrous priefts and Jews, whofe inte-
reft it was to fupport the religion previoufly
cftablifhed. By little and little, this new fyf-’
tetn, covered with the clouds of myftery, took
deep root, and became teo firong and exten-
five to be fuppreﬂ'ed The Roman governs

ment faw too late the progrefs of an affoci~
ation it had defpifed. The Chriftians #Bw be-

- eome numerous, dared to. brave the Pagan

Gods, even in their temples. The emperors
and magiftrates, difquieted at fuch proceed-

-ings, - endéavoured to extinguith - the fe&

which gave them umbrage. They perfecuted’
fuch as they could not reclaim by milder
means,and whom their fanaticifm had rendered

~ obftinate. ' The feelings of mankind are ever”

interzfted in favour of diftrefs; and this per-

. fecution only ferved to increafe the number of |
§1
;i-»:‘axigl‘ conftancy with which they fuffered tor-

the friends of the Chriftians. . The fortitude

¥ Lo peuple.
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ment, appeared fupernatural and divinein the
eyes of thofe who were witnefles to it ; their
enthufiafm communicated itfelf, and produced
new advocates for the fet, whofe deftruction
was attempted.

After this explanation, let Chriftians no
longer boaft the marvellous progrefs of their
religion. Itwas the religion of poverty ; it an~
nounced 2 God who was poor. It was
preached by the poor, to the poor and igno-
rant. It gave them confolation in their mifer
1y.. Even its gloomy ideas were analogous te )
the difpofition of indigc‘nt and unhappy men,
- The: union and concord. fo much admired in
" he earlier Chriftians, is, by no means, fur-
‘prifing. An infant and opprefled feét natu-
tally remain united, and dread a feparation
of intetefts. It is aftonifhing, that, in thofe
early days, menwho were themfcives perfe-
cuted and treated as malcontents, fhould pre-
fume to preach intolerance and .perfecution.
The tyranny exercifed againft them wrought
no change in their fentiments. Tyranny on-
3y irritates the h}fman mind, which is glwtays
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invincible, when thofe epinions are attacked
to'which it has attached its welfare.  Such ig
the incvitable effet of perfecution. Yet
Chriftians, who ought to be undeceived bythe
, example of their own fect, have to this day
“been incapable of divefting themfelves of -the
fury of perfecution.
. The Roman emperors,  having  themfelves
" become Chriftians, that is to fay, carried away . ‘
~ by a general torrent, which obliged them to
. avail themfelves of the fupport of a’ﬁdwerful
fect; feated religion on the throne. They

o

. proteCted the church and its minifters, and en-

' deavoured to infpire their courtiers with their
' own ideas.  They beheld with a jealous eye.
- thofe who retained their attachment to the
. ancient religion. They, at length, interdiéted
' the exercife of it, and finifhed by forbidding'it
_under the pain of death. They perfecuted
' without meafure, thofe, who held to the wor-
fhip of their anceftors. The Chriftians n\c’wv‘
naid the Pagans with intereft, the evils
ch they had before fuffered from them.
he Roman empite was fhaken with cone
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" vulfions, caufed by the unbridled zeal of fo-
vereigns and thofe pacific priefts, who had juft
before preached nothing but mildnefs and to-
leration, The emperors, either from policy
or fuperftition, loaded the priefthood with
: giffs and benefa&tions, which indeed were
feldom repaid with gratitude. They eftablith-
. ed the authority of the latter ; and at length
; refpected as divine what they had themfelves
created. Priefts were relieved from- all civil
fun&tions, that nothing might divert their
minds from their facred miniftry.* Thus the
leaders of a once infignificant and opprefied
fe@t became independent. Being at latt
“‘more  powerful than kings, they foon arre-
gated to themfelves the right of commanding
them. Thefe priefts of a God of peace, almoft
; continuﬁlly at variance; with each other, com-
municated the fury of their paffions to their
followers ; and mankind were aftonifhed to
behold-quarrels and miferies engendered, un-
der the Jaw of grace, which they had neverex-

* See Tillemont’s Life q/' Coriﬂam‘me VQI v,
Art. 32. .
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perienced under the peaceful reign of the Di-
~ vinities, who had formerly fhared without dif-
pute, the adoration of mortals.

Such was the p?ogrefs of a Superftition, in-
nocent in its origin, but which, in its.courfe,
far from producing happinefs among mankind,
became a bone of contention, and a fruitful
fource of calamities, .

Peace upon earth, and good will towards men.

Thus is the gofpel announced, which has
coft the human race more blood than all other
’ religions of the earth, taken colleCtively.
Loype the Lord thy God with all thy ﬂre;zgtb,
© and by nengbour as thyfelf. .

This, according to the God and Legxﬂator
of the Chriftians, is the fum of their duties.
Yet we. fee it is impoffible for Chriftians
to love that fevere, and capricious God,
whom they worfhip. On the other hand, we
fee them eternally bufied in tormenting, perfe-
cuting, and deftroying their nenghbours and
brethren. :

To find an explanation of thefle contra=
difkions, it is fufficient to caft our eyes upon

‘ F
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the God which the Chriftians inherited from
the Jews. Not contented with the fhocking
colours in which hewas pamted the Chriftians
have ftill more dlsﬁgurcd hlS portrait, Thc
Legiflator of the Hebrews fpeaks only of,
the' tranfient punifiments of this life; the
Chriftian reprefents his God as pouring out
unbounded vengeance to all eternity. In one
word, Chriftian fanaticifin feeds itfelf with the
idea of an hell, where its God, transformed-
into a ferocious executioner, as unjuft as im-
placabic, fhall bathe himfelf in the tears of
his wretched creatures, and perpetuate their
exiftence, to render them eternally miferable.
“There, clothed in vengeance, he fhall mock at
the torments of finners, and ‘liften with rap--
ture to the groans with which they fhall make
the Brazcn roofs of their prifons refound 3
not the fmalleft hope of fome diftant termina-
-tion of their pains, thall give them an’ mte:val
of imaginary relief. \
The Chriftians in adopting the terrible
God of the Jews, have fublimed his cruelty.
They reprefent him as-the moft capricious,
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wicked, and cruel tyrant, which the human '
mind can conceive, and fuppbfe‘ him to ;réat
his fubjeéts with a barbarity and injuftice traly
worthy of a demon. In order to be convinced -
of this truth, let us contemplate, for a mo-
ment, a piture of the Jewifh mythology,
adopted and rendered &ill more extravagant
by the Chriftians.

~-  CHAPTER IV,

Of the Chiifian Mythology, or the Tdeas of God,
and bis Condud, given us by the Chriftian Re-
ligion.

GOD, by an inconceivable act of his
omnipotence, created the univerfe out of
nothing.* He made the earth for the refi-

* Ex nihilo nihil fit, war confidered ar an.ax- .

fom by ancient philofophers.  The creation, as ad-
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sence of man, whom he created in his own
im:igc.' Scarcely had this man, the prime ob-
jec of the labors of his God, feen the light,
whe/n his Creator fet a fnare for him, in-
to which he undoubtedly knew that he
muft fall. A ferpent, who'fpeaks, feduaes
" a woman, who is not at all furprifed at this
phenomenon. She, being perfuaded by the
ferpent, folicits her hufband to eat of a fruit
forbidden by God himfelf. Adam, the father
of the human race, by this light fault, draws
upon himfelf and his innocent pofterity in-
numerable evils, which are followed, but not
tecminated by death. By the offence of only
-ope man, the whole human race incurs the
. wrath of Gad, and they are at length punifhed
for involuntary faults with an univerfal de-
lugc‘. * God repents having peopled the earth, -
and he finds it eafier to drown and deftroy the
human race, than to change their hearts.
wmitted by Chriffians of the prefent day, that is taﬁ],.
the eduion of all things fiom nothing, is @ theo.
logical invention, not, indeed, wery remofe date.
The word Barah, which is ufed in Genefis, figni-

Jies to compofe, arrange, fo difpofc matter already:”
exifting.
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-A {mall number of the juft, however, ef-.
caped this deftrucive flood ; but the deluged
carth, and the deftruQtion of mankind, did not
fatiate the implacable vengeance of their crea-
tor. A new generation appeared. . Thefe,
although defcended from the friends of God,
whom he had preferved in the general {hip‘-;'
wreck of the world, incenfe him by new
crimes. The Almighty is reprefented as hav-
ing been incapable of rendering his creature

fuch as he defired him. A new torrent of

corruption carries away mankind ; and wrath
is again excited in the bofom of Jehovah.
Partial in his affeétions and his preferences,

He, at length, cafts his eyes on an idolatrous =~
Affyrian. He enters into an alliance with this.~

man, and covenants that his pofterity fhall be
multiplied to the number of the ftarsof heaven,
or the fands of the' fea, and that they ﬂlél}“

for ever enjoy the favor of God. To this -
chofen race he reveals his will ; for them, un.

mindful of his juftice, he deftroys whole na~

tions. Neverthelefs, this favored race is 1ot

the more happy or more attached to theu' Godv.
Fa2 N

-
’
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They fly to ftrange gods, from whom ‘{hey
feek fuccours, which are refufed to them by
their own. They frcquently infult the God
who is able to exterminate them. Sometimes
he punifhes, fometxmcs confoles them ; one
,whlle he hates them thhout caufc, and ans
other careffes them with as little reafon. At
laft, ﬁndmg it impoflible to reclaim this per-
verfe people, for whom he continues to feel
the warmeft tendernefs, he fends amongft
~them his own fon. To this fon they will not
liften. What do I fay? Thls beloved fon,
‘cqual to God his father, is put to an ignomi-
‘nious death by his favorite nation. His father,
, ‘,at the fame time, finds it impoffible to fave the
human race, without the facrifice of his own
fon Thus, an innocent God becomes the
VI&xm of a juft God, by whom he is beloved.
Both confent to this ftrange facrifice, judged
n‘.ceﬁary by a God, who knows that it will be
ufelefs to an hardened nation, whxch nothing
can reclalm. We fhould expe& that the
,.dcath of thxs .God, bemg ufclefs to Ifracl, ‘muft
ferve, at lea{‘t, to expxate ‘the fins of thc relt
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of thehuman race. Notwithftanding theeternal
alliance with the Hebrews, folemnly {worn to
by the Moft High, and fo many times renew-
ed, that favorite nation find themfelves at Jaft
deferted by their God, who could not reduce
them to obedience. The merits of the fuf-
ferings and death of kis fon, are annhcd
to the nations before exclu_ded fromhisbounty.
- Thefe are reconciled to heaven, now ‘become
more juft in regard to them, and :etum to
grace. Yetyin lplte of ali the efforts of bou,
his favors are lavxfhed in vain. Mankind
continue to fin, enkindle the divine wrath, and
render themfelvgs worthy of the eternal pu-
nifhments, previoufly prepared and deftined
for the greatef part of the human race. '
Such is the faithful hiftory of the Gody on

whom the foundation of the Chriftian rehg;gn -
is lnid. His conduét being fo' f’trangc, ‘cruel,
and oppofite to all reafon; is it furprifing to
‘fee the worfhippers of this God - ignoranf of
their duties, deftitute of humanity and juftice,
and ftriving to aﬂimulate themfelves to the
" rmodcl of that bafbarous dwxmty whlch they
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‘adore? What .indulgence have mankind a
right to expeft from a God, who {parcd not
even his own fon ? What indulgence can the
Chriftian, who believes this fable, fhew to his
fellow-creature ¢ Ought he not to imagine that
the fureft means of pleafing his God, is to imin
tate. his ferocity and cruelty * ? ,
It isat leaft evident, that the fetaries of
fuch 2 God muft have a precarious morality,
founded on principles deftitute of all firmnefs.
This God in fadl, is not always unjuft and
cruel ; his conduél varies. Sometimes he ap-.
pears to have created all natare for man alone ;
at others, he feems to have ¢reated man only
as an gbjet, whereon to exercife his arbitrary
_.rage. Sometimes they are cherifhed by him
notwithftanding all their faults ; at others, the
whole fpecies is condemned to cternal mifery
for an apple. This unchangeable God is al-
ternately agitated by anger and love, revenge
* The facrifice of the fon of Gad it mentioned as a
proof of his benewolence. Is it not rather a proof of his
Serocity, cruelty, and implacable vengeance ? A good
Chriflian, on his death-bed fuid, ** be bhad never been

able to conceive bow a good God could put_an inmo~
cent God to death, o appeafe a jult God.”
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and pity, benevolence and fury. . His eon-
duét is continually deftitute of that uniformi-

" ty, which charaQerifes wifdom. Partial in
his affeCtions, he makes it the dﬁty of his fa-
vourite people to commit deliberately - the:
moft atrocious crimes. He commands them:.-
to violate good faith, and contemn the rights ..
of nations. He enjoins upon them the com-
miffion of robbery and murder.. On other .
océaﬁons, we fee him forbidding the fame
crimes, 'ordaining  juftice, -and" preferibing to .
mankind abftinence from whatever difturby:
the geod order of fociety. This God, whois
in turn ftyled the God of Vengeance, the God
of Mercies, the God of Arms, and the God -
of Peace ig ever at variance with himfelf,. His
fubjefts are confequently each one at liberty. .
to ‘copy that part of his conduct, whichhe'.
finds moﬂ congenial to his humour. chce\
their morality becomes arbitrary. Is it fur-
prifing, that Chriftians have never yet been
able to agree amongﬂ: themfelves, ‘whether it
would be moft pleafing to their God to tole-
rate the various opinions of mankind, or to
exterminate all, who differ from themfelvcs ? ..



[ 60 7

Itis, in fa&, a problem with them, whether it .
be mo{t‘expedient to perfecute and affaflinate
who think not as they do; or to freat them
with humanity, and fuffer them to live in
pedce.

Chriftians, however, do not fail to juftify the
frange and often iniquitous condudt attributed
to their God in the Scriptures. This God,
fay they, being of right, the abfolate mafter
of his creatures, can difpofc of them at his
pleafure, and for this no one can accufe him
. of injuftice, or demand an account of his
conduét. ~ His jultice Is not the" fuftice—of
mankind, and they have no right to cenfure
. any of his a&ions. Itis eafy to perceive the
: mﬁ;ﬂic;ency of this anfwer. Mankind .in
Yultice an attribute of their God, can

wee rio Mea of this virtue, but by fuppoﬁng
that xt gefembles the juftice of their fellow-
creaturess If God have a juftice, which in
its effence.differs from that of man, we know
not what it is, and we attribdte to him a qua-
lity of which we have no idea. it be faid,
that God, owes nothing to his creatures, he

‘
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is fuppofed to be a tyrant, whofe conduét has
no rule but his own caprice, and who cannot
continue to be 2 model for us;-having no
longer any relation with us; feeing all rela-
tions muft be reciprocal. If nothing be due
from God to his creatures, how can any thing
be due from them to him ? If, as we are con-
tinually told, men are to God, as the clay in
the hands of the potter, no moral relation can
exift between them. It is, neverthelefs, upon
thofe relations that all religion is founded.
, Therefore, to fay that God has no duty towards:
his creatures, and that his juftice is different
from that of mankind, is to fap the foundati-
-ons of all religion and juftice, which neceffa-
rily fuppofe that God ought to reward man-
kind for doing good, and punifh them for
doing evil,

In fine, howcan the followers of the C’n‘if-
tian fyftem reconcile that barbarous conduét,
and thofe fanguinary commands, attributed
to him in the Scriptures, with his goodnefs
or-his wifdom ? And. how can goodnefs be .
an attribute of a God, who has created moft



( 62 1

of the human race only to damn them eter-
nally ¢

* Here we thall be told that the condu&t of
God is, to us, an impenetrable myftery, that
we have no right to {crutinize it, and that
our feeble reafon muft be loft whenever it at-
‘tempts to found the depths of divine wifdom.-
We are informed that we muft adore in
ﬁ]en‘ce, and tremblingly fubmit to the oracles
of a God, who has himfelf fufficiently made
known his will in his holy fcriptures. This
is what they call revelation,- to which we pro-
ceed in the next chapter

CHAPTER V.

073 Revelatiqr;.

HO’W can we know, without ;he aid. of
reafon, -that God hath fpoken. ﬁut, on t’he
- ether fide, is mot reafon profcribed by xhe
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Chriftian religion ? Is not the ufe of rengon;
forbidden, in the examination of the marvel-
lous dogmas, with which we areprefented by
this religion ? Does it not cdn\t'muvally exclaim
againit & prophane veafon, which it accufes of
infufficiency, and often regards as rebellious
to heaven ? In order to be capable of judging
of divinie revelation, we muft have 2 juft idéa
of the Divinity, Buat, feeing human reafon
is too weak and greveling to exalt itfelf to an
acquaintance with the Supreme Bemg, fmm\
what fource fhall we derive that idea, befide
revelation itfelf 7 Thus revelation itfelf is to
become the proof of the authority of revelati-
on. -Letus pafs on from this conjurer’s circle,
and open the facred books, deftined to en-
lighten mankind, and before which reafon
muft fall proftrate. Do they exhibit any pre-
cife ideas of the God, whofe oracles they an-
nounce ? Can we draw from them any juft -
conceptions of his attributes 7 Is not thié God
rcprefénted as a mafs of confradié}orj q“uaﬁ-
ﬂiig i_‘ﬁye_lat;pn be, asis fuppof_cd, an c_mar;at& ]
\ G T
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‘on from God himfcl, who can confide in
him 2 Does he not paint himfelf as falfe,
unjuft, deceitful and cruel; as fetting {nares
for mankind;, {gducing, hardening, and lead-
ing-them aftray' i* Thus the man, defirous of
being affured of the trath.of Chriftian revela-
tion, finds himfelf, at the firt fiep of enqui-
1y, plunged into difiruft and perplexity,
which is increafed :by the interminable dif-
putes of his facred ‘guides, who have mever
* been able to agree upon the manner of under-
" ftanding the oracles.of a Diwinity, which they
*fay has revealed itfelf.
" 'The heﬁtatnon and fear of the man, who
" honeftly cxammes the revelation adopted by
- Chriftians, muft redouble, when he fees their
God reprefented as revealing himfelf only to
a few favorites of the human race, while he
‘carefully conceals. himfelf from the remain-
der, to Whom, notwithitanding this, revelation

* By the Scriptures and the Fathers of the Church,
God is always reprq/uzted as a feducer, He per-
ity Eve to be feduced by a ferpent.  He bqrdem the
beart of Pharoah.  Chriff btmﬁ/f is -a-ftone of
ftumblmg Such are the points of 'v.ew undcr
awhich #he Dw:mly is fx/wbztcd to us
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is equally neceflary. He muft be uncertaia,
whether or not he is of the_number, to whom.
this partial God deigns to make himfelf known,.
Mut not his heart be ‘troubled at the fighs'of
a God, who vouehfafes to difcover himfelf;
and announce his decrees, onlyto a number
of men, inconfiderable in comparifon with the
whole human race ? Is he not tempted to ac-
cufe this God of a malevolence too "dark,
when he finds that for want of revealing him=
felf to fo many millions of mankind, ke ‘has
caufed their inevitable mifery through an end.
lefs fucceffion of ages. 'What ideas muft:he
form to himfelf of a, Gad, who infliCs ;this
punithment upo.h them for' their ignorance of
fecret laws, which he has publithed by ftealth
in an-obfcure and unknown corner of Afia?

. Thus Chriftians, even when they confult
the feriptures, find all things confpiring to
put them on their guard, again{t the Ged ex«"
hibited therein. Every thing infpires diftruft

" of his moral charater. All things float in g~ -
certainty. His God, in concert with the pre-
tended interpreters of his will, feems 1o have
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fc;rmed the defign of redoubling the darknefs
of his ignorance.” He is, however, told, in or-
der¢o appeafe his doubts, that the revealed
will of God confifts of myfleries ; that is to
fay, things inacceflible to human underftand-’
ing. In this cafe, what need was there of
having fpoken ? Ought a God to reveal him-
felf to mankind for the fole purpofe of mo# be-
ing comprehended. Is not fuch conduét as riv
diculous as it is unreafonable ? To fay-that

. God has revealed himfelf only to anmounce
myfteries, is to fay, that he has revealed him-

. felf in order to remain tnksown, to concel -
from us his views, embarrafs dur underftand-
ings, and augment our ignorance and uncer- -
tainty. :

A true revebation, proceeding from a' juft
and good God, and neceffary to all mankind,
sught to'be clear enough to be underftood
byall the human race. But will the reve«
lation, upon which Judaifm and Chriﬁiariity
are founded, bear the teft of thig critexion ?
'The Elements of Euclid are intelligible to aft
who endeavour to underfland them. 'This
work excites no difpute among Geometri- '
cians. Is it fo with the Bible ? and doits re-
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vealed truthsoccafion no difputes ambng* di-
vines ? i3y what fatality, have writings, re-
- vealed by God himfelf, ftill need of ;commein-
taries ¢ and why do they demand additional
lights from on high, before -they can be vbe.
lieved or underftood. * Is it not rﬁﬁﬁniﬂﬁng,
that what was intended as ‘a guide for man-
kind, fhould be wholly. above: their. campre-
henfion ? Is is not cruel that what is of maft
importance to them,: fhould. be: leaft-knowsh? -
All is- myfery, darknefs, incertainty; add mat-
ter of difpute, in a religion, intended by the
Moft High to enlighten the human race. ' 2
~Far from contenting- themfelves with; the
pretanded, myfteries, contained .in the fcrip-
tures, the priefts of the Chriftian religion
have, from age. to age invemted new énes,
~ which, though never mentioned by their. God,
their difciples are :forced to believe.  No
Chriftian can entertain a doubt concerning
the myfteries of the Trinity, the Incarnation, -
and the efficacy of facraments;. and yet
€hrift never explained thefe  fubjets, ' A<
mong Chriftians every thing {eems to be aban-
G2 -
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doned to the imagination, caprice, and atbi-
teary decifion of priefts, who arrogate to them-
felves the right of fabnca:mg myfteries and
articles of faith, as their interefts occaﬁonally
require, - Thus, this revelation perpetuates it-"
* felf by means of the church, which pretends
& be infpired by Ged, and which, fat from
" enlightening the minds of her children, de-
Kghts to confound and plunges them in a fea
of uncertainty.

. Such are the effels of this revclatxon, whlch
forms the bafis of the Chrlﬁhn réfigion, and-
I of the reality of which, we are not’ permitted

to doubt. God, it is faid, has fpoken to
mankind. But when has he fpoken ? Thou-
fands of years ago, by prophets and fﬁfpircd
_men, whom he has chofen as organs of com-
munication with mankind. Bidfhow can it
be proved to have been God Kmfelf, ‘who
fpoke, except by having recourfe to the tefti-
mony of the very perfons who prétend to-have
received his commands ? Thefe ihtetpreters gf
the divine will were then men ; and ite not
®en hablc to be deceived thefn.elves, and
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prone to deceive others ? How then can we
difcover what confidence is due to the tefti-
mony- which thefe organs of heaven give in,
favor of their own miflion? How fhall we be‘
made fure, that they have not been the dupes
of fome illufion or 4n over-heated imagination?
At this remote period, how can we be certain
that Mofes converfed with God, andreceived
from him the law which he communicated to
the Hebrews ? What was the temperament of
this Mofes ? Was he phlegmatic, 1 or enthu~
fiaftic, honeft, ot knavith, ambitious, or difins -
terefted ; a pradtifer of truth, or of falfehood 2
‘What confidence can be placed in the tefti~
mony of a man, who, after pretending to have
performed {o many miracles, could not con-
vert his peoplc from 1dolatry 3 and who, after
kaving caufed forty feven thoufand Ifraehtes to
perith by the fword, has the effrontery to”afe
fume the title of zbe meckeft of mankind ? Ts it
certain that the books, which are attributed to
Mofes, and report fo many mlraculous circum~
 Rances, are perfectly authentic ? 1n fine, wha!
-proof have we-of his miffion, except the teflie
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-mony of a number of {uper{titious, ‘ignorant,
.and credulous. Ifraclites, who were probably
.the dupes of a ferocious legiflator ?
‘What proofs does the Chriftian religion
give,us of the miffion of Jefus Chrift # Are
.we acquainted with his character and terpera-
.ment ? 'What degree of confidence can we
place in the teftimony of his difciples, who,‘by
. their own conifeflion, were ignorant and un-
“Jearned men, and, confequently, liable to be
_impofed upon by the artifices of a dexter ous
_impoftor 7" Qught not the teftimony of the .
moft learned in Jerufalem to have greater
';(weight with us, than that of the loweft iulgar, '
whofe ignorance always renders them the
. dupes of thofe wha endeavour to deccive
.them ? Thefe enquiries bring us to an ‘exami-

nation of the proofs which are addueedin fup—
_port of the Chriftian religion.



£ 71 7

CHAPTER VI

Of the Procfs of the C/.vrgﬂzan erz'gzm, M:ra-
clesy Propheciesy and Martyrs. '

i‘. i E have feen, in the preceding chap-
ters, what juft reafons there are to doubt the
authenticity of the revelation of the Jews and
Chriftians.  And further, relative to this artic
cle, Chriftianity has no advantage over 'ahy'"'
other religion. All the rehgxons on earth,
noththftandmg their difcordance, declaré
that they have emanated from God, and pre-
tend té poflefs an exclufive right to his favors.
The Indian afferts, that the Brama himfelf is
the author of his worfhip. 'The Scandinaviag -
derives his from the awful Odin. If the Jew:
and the Chriftian have received theirs from
Febovab, by the miniftry of Mofes and Jefuss
the Mahomt:tan affirms, that he has received
g om hjs prophet, infpired by the fame
Thus all religions pretend to a dis
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vine origin ; and they all interdict the ufe of
reafon in the cxaminatiorg of their facred titles.
.Each pretends to be the only true one, to the
exclufion of all others. All menace with the
wrath of heaven thofe who refufe to fubmit
to their authority ; and all acquire the cha-
raler of falfehood, by the palpablc contradie-
tions, with which they are fille ]-Jy the
mdhapen, obfcure, and ofign odious ideas
which they give of the Godhead by the
. whxmﬁca] laws, which they attribate to him,

L and by the dlfputcs, which- they generate

amongft their feQaries. In fine, they all ap-
“pear to be a mafs of impoftures and reverics,
equally dxfguﬁmg to reafon. ‘Thus, on the
fcore of pretenfions, the Chriftian religion has
) é‘d";antage over the other fuperftitions, with
which the world is infe@ed; and its divine
origin is contefted by all otheis with as much
propriety as theirs is denied by it.

How then fhall we decide in its favour ?
How prove the validity of its pretenfions ?
Has it any fuperior qualities, by which:itng-
its the preference? And if {o, what are they.2
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Drw it. betier than any other, make us ac-
quainted with the netare and effence of God ?
Alas! it oniv venders them more incompre-
henfible. It reprefents him~as a capri-
cious tyrant, whofe whimfies are” fometines ¥
favorable, but more commonly injurious® to”
mankind. Does it render mankind better”?
Alast it arms them againft each other, ren-
ders them intol-c.rant,vand' forces them to but-
cher their brethren. Does it render empirés
flourifhing and powerful ? Wherever it rexgns,
do’ we not fee the p*’ople debafed, deﬂltute of
emrgy, and ignorant of true morality ¢ What
then are the proofs which are to eftablifh the
fuperiority of the Chriftian religion over all
others 7 We are anfwered, ¢ miracles, pro-
phecies, and martyrs.”. But thefe are to be-
found in all religions of the earth.  There are
in all nations men, who, being fupcrxor to the
vulgar in fcience and cunning, decelve t}‘em
with impofture, and dazzle them with per-
formances, which are judged to be fupernatu-
ral, by men ignorant of the fecrcts of nat\ll’c
. and the' refources of art,
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If the Jew cite the miracles of Mofes, I fee
them performed before a people moft ignorant,
abject, and credulous, whofe teftimony has no

weiocht with me T avw. alfn {ufhedd thar
¥~ b Ak VY LILLIL LlANe s lllﬂy’ ﬂllu, lulk‘\-\aL tiias

thefe pretended miracles have been inferted in
the facred books of the Hebrews, long after
the death of thofe, who might have teftified the
truth concerning them. 1If the Chriftians cite
Jerufalem, and the teftimony of all Gallilee,
to prove the miracles of Chrift, I fee them
attefted omly by an ignorant populace 5 -or, 1
demand how it could be poflible that an en-
tire people, who had been witnefles to the
» miracles of Chrift, fhould confent to his death,
and even earneftly demand it ? Would the
people of London or Paris fuffer a man, who
had raifed the dead, reftored the blind to fight,
and healed the Jame and paralytig, to be put to
_ death bsfore their eyes ? If the Jews demand-

ed the death of Jefus, all his¥niracles are at
once annihilated in the mind of every unpre-

judiced perfon. _
* May we not, alfo, oppofe to the miraclesof

Mofes, and Chrift, thofe performed by M'afiolf'i |
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met in prefence of all Mecca and Arabia affems
bled ? The effeé of his miracles, was at lca&,\
to convince the Arabians that he wasa di-’
vine perfon. The miracles of Jefusconvinc-:
ed nobody of his miffion.  Saint Paul himfelf;
who afterwards became the moft ardent of his
difciples, was not convinced by the miracles,
of which, in his time, there exifted fo many -
witneffes. A new one was neceflary for his
convi€tion. And by what right do they at
this day demand belief of miracles which could
not convince, even in the time of the Apof-

tles' that is tofay, a fhort ume after they
were wrought ? ;

Lt it not be faid that the miracles-of Chrift,
are as wel| attefted as any falt in pro~ -
phane hiftory, and that to doubt themis asre-
diculous as to doubt the exiftence of Scipio or
Czefar, which wé believe only on the ’rep'ort of
the hiftorians by whom they are mentioned.
The exiftence of a man, of the general of -an

- army, or an hero, is not improbable ; ‘feither

W,
Ak % B
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isit a miracle.* We believe the probable
falts, whillt we reject, with contempt, the
miracles recounted by Titus Livius. The
moft ftupid credulity is often joined to the moft
\ diﬂinguiﬂmd talents. Of this, the Chriftian re-
ligion furnithes us with innumerable examples.

N

In matters of religion, all teftimony is liable to
fufpicion. The moft enlightened men fee but
ill, when they are intoxicated with enthufiafm,
and dazzled by the chimeras of a wild imagi-
nation. A miracle is a thing impoffible in the
order of nature. If this be changed by God,
“he is not immutahle. ' ’

It will probably be faid, that, without
changing. the ordcr of things, Gad and his fa-
vorites could not find refdurces‘ja’natur'c un-
known to mankind in general. But then theif

# A4 Supernatural event requires, in order tobe be-
lieved, much flranger proofs than a fad in no wife
cqpirgdidory to probability. It is eafy to belizve, upn
) ﬁtbé.tgﬂimbny of Philefirates, that Appollonins exifi-
a?c&vz‘auﬁ his. exiflence bas nothing in it that fbocks
réafon; but I'will not believe Philgfirates, when he
- tellraie, that Appollonious performed miradles: I be-
Kgokthat Fefus Chrifi dicd 5 but { do not belicwe that -
e arofe from the dead.- ' -
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works would no longer be fupﬂmatural and
would have nothing of the marvellous. A
miracle is an effet contrary to the eftablithed
laws of nature, . God himfelf, therefore, can-
not perform miracles without counteraéting
the inftitutions of his own wifdom. A wife
man, having feen a miracle, might with pro-
priety doubt the evidence of his own fenfes.
He ought carefully to examine, whether the °
extraordinary effe€t, which he does not com-
‘prehend, procegds not from fome naturajl caufe,_
whofe manner of alting he does not underf’cand.

* But let us {uppofe, for a-moment, that mi-
racles may exift, and that thofe of Chrift were
real, or, at leaft, that they were inferted in ”
the gofpels bxh perfons, who ifnagined they had -
feen them. Are the witneffes who tranfmitted,
ar the Apoftles who faw them, extremely de-
ferving of credit ?- And have we not 3 right to
refule their teltimonies ? Were thofe witnefles
very deferving men ? By the confeffion of the
Chriftians themfklves, they were ignorant men,
taken from the dregs of the people, and confe- -
guently credulous and incépable of inveltiga-
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tion. Were thofe witnefles difinterefted? No;
it was, undoubtedly, their chief intereft to
~ fupport thofe miracles, upon whick were fuf-
-pended the divinity- of their mafter, and the
truth of the religion they were endeaveuring
o eftablith.  Are thofe miracles confirmed by
-the teftimony of co-temporary hiftorians 2. Not
~ one of them has mentioned thofe extraordi-
nary falts. 'We find not a fingle Jew or Pa-

gan in the fuperftitious city of Jerufalemy who

heard even a word of the moft marvellous fals
that ever were recorded, and#ects which hap-
pened in the midt of them. The miracles of
Chrift were ever attefted by Chriftians only.
We are requefted to believe, that, at the
* death of the Son of God, the earth quaked,
. the fun was darkened, and t}?‘c.d_ead arofe.
How does it happen that fuch extraordinary
_events. have been noticed only by an handful
-of Chriftians? Were they the anly perfons
who perceived them ¢ We are told, alfe, that
‘Chrift arofe from the dead 3 to prové which,
they appeal to the icftimony of his Apoftles
apd followers. 'Would not one folcim; appaif



rition in: fome public place, have been- more
decifive than all tho,fe-,.clande&i.ne‘ ones, made
to perfons interefted in-the formation of a new -
fet ?-The Chriftian faithy according to St.
Paul, is founded on the refurre&ion: of. Chrifk.
This, then, ought to have been demonftrated
to mankind, in the cleareft and moft indifput-
ablé manner. * . B
 Have we not room to aceufe the Saviourof
the world withwant of benevolenge ; in fhewing
himfelf orly to. his difgiples:and. favorites ? It
feems that he did not defire that ail the world
fhould believe in him. T he Jews, it is faid,
deferve to be blinded, for putting Cf:riﬁ;to
death. But, if this be the cafe,  why did the
apoftlespreach to them the gofpel ? Could it be

* The Barilidians and Corinthians, heretics who
lived in the t'ry‘lmc_y of Chriflianity, maintained that
Fefus was not dead, and that Simos the Cyrenian avas
crucified in his place. See Epiph. Her. e. 28,

Thus, there avere men, from the birth of the church, ;
avho doubted the crucifixion and corifequenly the rer

furreGion of Chrift; and yet we are exhorted to beligve
them at the prefent day. ‘

H2



[ % 1]

expedted that.the Jews would believe the x?époﬂ
of the apoftles, rather than their own eyes ?

Miracles appear to have: been ‘invented té
fupply the want of good reafons. "Fruth and
evidence have no need of miracles to enfure
their reception. Is it not very aftonithing that
God Almighty thould find it eafier to derange
the order of nature, than to convince mankind
of tiuths the moft evident, and calculated to
force their affent | Miracleswere made to prove
things which it is impoffible to believe. There
is no need of miracles when we talk of reafon.
‘Things incredible are here adduced in proof
of incredible things. - Almoft all impoftors
‘who have fabricated religions, have announced
* ‘incredibilities to mankind. 'They have after-
terwards, fabricated miracles in proof of thofe
ineredibilities. ¢« You cannot compréhend”
{aid fhey, « \i’hat I tell you s but 1 wﬁll clear-
‘ly.prove to you that I tell the troth, by doing
;x,flings, that you cannot comprehend.”  Peo-
jple have in all ages been overcome by this bril
liant reafoning. A paffion for the ‘marvellous
has pre{rentcd enquiry. Mankind have net
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perceived that miracles could ngithér prove im-
poffibilities, nor change the eflence of trﬁth,
Whattever wonders a man, or, if you pleafe, a
God may perform, they can' never prove that
two and two are not four, or that three are

no more than one. They cannot prove thzt '

an immaterial being, deftitute of organs, I‘sas
fpoken to man ; or that a good wife, and )u&
being has commanded the execution of in-
juftice, folly, and cruelty. It appcars, there-
fore, that miracles prove nothing, gnlefs it be

the addrefs and impofture of thofe who are .

defirous of profiting by the {’cupid credulity of
mankind, and endegvour to feduce them. into
‘a belief of the moft extravagant falfcheods.
Such men have always began by falfely pre-
tendm«r to have an intimate commerce with
'God, in order to prove which, they have per-
.formed wonders that they attribute to the Be-
-ing by whom they f‘ay they were commiffioned.

Every man, who performs mxracres, endea-
vors ‘to eftablith, not truth, but falfehood.
Truth is fimple and evident ; the maryellous
i &ver to be {ufpefted, Nature is always
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true to herfelf ; the alts by unvarying laws,
"To fay that God perferms miracles, is to fay
‘that he contradicts himfelf, and violates the
laws, which he has preferibed to nature. It
is to fay, that he rendcrs ufelefs human reafon,
of which he'is the author. Impoftors alone
can pronounce it ncceﬁ'ary to dlfcredxt expe-
rience and reje& reafon. '

Thus, the prctendcd mn'acles of the Chnf-
tian, as well as all other rehgxons, have no
. foundation, but the ignorance, crcduhty, and
enthufiafm of mankind, and- the curmmg of
impoftors. “The fame may be faid of prophe- x
cies. Mankind are ever anxious to pry into
‘futurit‘y' ; and there are always fome kind indi-
viduals difpofed to aid them in the granﬁcatxon
of this defire. There have been enchanters,
divines, and prophets, in all the nations of the
.earth. The Jews have not been happier, in
this refpect, than others. - Tartars, Negros,

and Indians haye their fhare of impoftors. All . .

focieties will find deceivers enough, fo long as
they are willing to pay for deception.
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Thefe infpired men have not been ignorant,
that their prophecies ought to be extremely
vague and ambiguous, in ordcr that they
might not, in procefs of time, appear to have
been falthoods. We need not, therefore, be
furprifed, that the Jewith prophecies are very
dark, and of fucha nature, that any thing may
he found in them, which interpreters think
‘proper to feek. Thofe which are attributed
to Chrift by his followers, are not confidered
in the fame Tight by the Jews, who ill exped
the Meffiah, whom the former believe to have -
been on earth eighteen centuries ago. The
Jewith prophecies uniformly announce the de-
liverer of a difcontented and opprefled nation.
Such a one was alfo expedted by the Ro-
mans, and almoft all the nations of the carth.

All mankind have a natural propenfity to hopé :
for a termination of the evils they fuffer, and
believe that Providence cannot, in juftice, fa;l
to render them, one day, happy. The Jews,
the moft fuperftitious nation on earth, build-
. ing upon the fuppofed promife of their God,
 have alwaysexpecied the doming of a monarch
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or conqueror, who is to elevate them from
difgrace, and crown them with triumph. It
was impoffible for them to fee this deliverer
in the perfon of Jefus, who, inftead of being
the . reftorer of the Hebrew nation, was. its
deftroyer ; and fince whofe coming, they fcem
to have loft all favour with God.

It is afferted, that the defiruction of the
Jewith nation, -and the difperfion of the Jews,
were themfelves foretold, and that they fur-
-ith a convincing pfoof of the truth of Chrif-
tian prophecy. To this I anfwer, it wasealy
to foretell the difperfion and deftruction of ‘a
reftlefs, turbulent, and rebellious people, con-
tinually torn and convulfed by inteftine divi-
fions.  Befides, this people: was, often .con-
quered and difperfed. The temple deftroyed
by Titus, had previoufly fuffered the fame
fate from Nebuchadnezzar, who carried the
captive tribes into Aflyria, and fpread them
through his territories. 'The difperfion of the
Jews is more perccptlblc than that of other
conquered nations, becaufe thefe have geners
ally, after a certain- time, become confounded
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with their conquerors ; whereas the Jews re-
fufe to in;efn;xingle, by domeftic connexions,"
with the nations where- they refide, and have”
religioufly maintained this diftin&ionz.~It is
not the fame with the Cuebres or Payfis, of
Perfia and Indoﬁar;, as well as the Armenians;
who dwell in Mahometan countries ! 'TheJews
remain difperfed, becaufe they are unfocialy -
intolerant, and blindly attached to their {y-
perftitions.* o T ST

Thus Chriftians have no reafon to boaft of
the prophecies contained in the Books of the
Jews, nor to make invidious applications of
them to that nation, becaufe they deteft its
religion. ,

Judea was always fubjeted to priefts,
who had great influence over affairs of ftate.
They were always meddling with politics, and
undertook to foretell the events, fortunate or

* The A3s of the Apofiles evidently prove, that,
even before the time of Fefuss the Feaws began to be
difperfed,  Fews came from Greece, Perfia, Arabia,
5. 1o the feaft of Pentecsfl. A&, c. il. 8. So that,
afier Fefusy the inbabitants of " Fudea only wese dife

perfed by the Romans.
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unfortunate, which were to befall the natidg,
.No eountry was ever more fertile in prophets.
¢This delcription of men inftituted {chools,
where they initiated into the myfteries of their
art, thofe' who proved themfelves worthy of
that honor, by difcovering a with to deceive a

" credulous people, and, by fuch honeft ‘means, -
.acquire riches and refpect *.

The art of prophefying was then an actual
profeflion, or an ufeful and. profitable -branch
of commerce in that miferable nation, which -
believed God to be inceffantly bufied in their
affairs. The great gains refulting from this
traffic of impofture muft have caufed divifions
among the Jewifh prophets. Accordingly, we
find them crying down cach other. Each one
treated his rivals as falfe prophets, infpired by
evil fpirits. “There have always been quarrels

* Saint Ferome fays, that the Sadducees did not
adopt the prophets, but contented themfelves ‘with bea -

" ligwing the five books of Mofes. . Dodwell, de jure
laicorum affirts, that the prophets grt_parm’ themm-
Sfelves to prophefy by drinking wine. Sec page 259.
At feems they aere juglers, poets, and muficians,. whe
kad made themfelves mafters -of ‘their trades, and
knew how ta exercife them profitably. T
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a,n;n_ong impoftors, to decide who fhould have
the exclufive right of deceiving mankind.

If we examine the condu®t .?f the boafted .
prophets of the Qld Teftament, we thall find
them far from being virtuous perfons, We fes
arrogant priefts, continually meddling with
affairs of fate, and interweaving them with re-
ligion. We fee in them feditiqus fubjecls,
inceflantly caballing againft all fovereigns, who

* were not fuffigiently fubmiflive to them, They
crofs their projeéls, excite their {ubjects to re=
bellion, effect their deftruétion, and thus ac-
complifh the fatal predictions, which they ,had
before made againft them *  Such is the

* The prophet Samuel difpleafed avith Saul, awho
refufed to fecond his cruelty, declared that he had  for-
Jetied the croaon, and raifed up a rival to kim in theV
perfon of David. Xlias appears to have been a fedi-
tious fubjedl, who, finding bimfelf unable to fucceed in
bis robellions defigns, theught proper to efeape due pu-
wifbment by flight.  Feremiab bimfelf, gives us to un-
derfland that be confpired awith the Afyrians againf}
his befieged country.  He feems to have employed him-
Self in depriving bis felloqw-citizens of both the will and
the courage to defend themfelves.  He purchafed a
- Jield of his relations, at the very time, when ke inform-
ed bis countrymen that they awere about 1o be difperfed,

1
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character of moft of the prophets, WA'hO have

- played a part in the hiftory of the Jews.

The ftudied obfcurity of the prophecies‘ is

*fuch, that thofe which are commonly applied

to the Mefliah, or the deliverer of Ifrael, are

_equally applicable to every enthufiaft or’ pro-

phet, that appeared in Jerufalem or Judea.
Chriftians, heated with  the idea of Chrift,
think they meet him in all places, and -pre~
tend to feec him in the darkeft paffages of the
Old Teftament. Deluding themfelves by
force of allégorics, {ubtilties, .commentaries,
and forced interpretations, they have difcover-
ed the mof} formal preditions in all the vague
oracles and nonfenfical trafh of the prophets *.

and led away in captivity.  The king of xﬁyn’a ree

commends this prephet to his general Nabuzaradan,
cvhom he commands to take great-care of him.
See Jeremiah,

* Any thing may be found inthe Bible, if it be read
aith the imagination of Saint Augr{/h'n'e', awho pre-
tended 1o fee all the Neaw Teffament in the Old,  de-
cording ta him, the death of Abel is a type of that of
Chrifi ; the two wives of Abraham are the {ynagogue
and the chureh 3 a piece of red cloth held up by an
barlot, who betrayed Fericho, fignifies the bloed of
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“Men are not ferupulous refpecting things
which accord with their defires. When we
examine, without prejudice, the prophecies of
the Hebrews, we find thent' tqube a mifhapen
mafs of rhapfodies, the offspring of fanaticifm
and delirium. We find them obfcure and
enigmatical, like the oracles of the Pagans. In

Chrift 5 the lamb, goat, and lion, are figures of Fofus

Chrift 5 the brazen ferpent reprefents the facrifice on -
the crofsy even the myfleries of the Chriflian religion

.are announced in the OIdTgﬂg By i Manna repre-

Jents the Eucharifl, &c. See 8% ug. Serm. 73, &
Lp. 156. How ean aman, in bis fenfes, fee,insdhe
Immanvuel announced by Ifaiah, the Mefiah, whofe
name is Jefus? a]{?u'ab ¢ vil, v. 14. How diftover
in an obfcure and crucified Few, a leader who fhall
‘govern Irael ! How fre a royal delivérer and re-
Sorer of the Fews, in one, who, for ffom delivering
bis natesn, came only 10 deflroy their laws ; and after
awhofe coming theirland was defolated by the Romans !
A man mufiggp fharp [ighted indeed, 1o find the Mef~
JSeah in their preditlians, Fefus himfelf does not feem to
hawve been more clears or happy, in his prophecies. In
she gofpel of Luuke, chap. 21. be fpeaks of the laf
Judgment : He mentions angcls, who, at the found of
“the trumpet, affemble mankind together before him.” He
adds ; Verily, I fay unto you this generation thall
not pafs away, until thefe things are accomplithed.
The world, however, ffill flands, and Chriflians bave
been expeing the laf judgmens for cighteen bundred
Jyears. ) .
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fine, it is'evic_lcnt that thefe pretended diwine
oracles, are the vagaries and impoftures of
men, who impofed on the credulity of a fuper- -
ftitious natign “which believed in drca‘mé, :
vifions, apparitions, and forceries, and receiv-
ed with avidity, any deception, provided it
 were fufficiently decorated with the sharvel-
lous. ‘Wherever mankind are ignorant, there
will be found pr'ophets and workers of mifa-
- cles, and thefe two branches of commerce
will alwlys decay in the fame propottion as
mankind become enlightened.

Among the proofs of the autheiitickty of
their religion, Chriftians enumerate a multitude
.of martyrs, who have fealed with -their bloed
their belief of the opinions they had embraced.
There #no religion deftitute of ardent defen-
ders, who would, factrifice -their lives for the
opinions to which they believe their eternal
- happinefs attached.  Superftitious and igho-
rant men are cbflinate. in their prejudices.
Their credulity prevents them from fufpeéting
any deception in their fpiritual guides. Their
~wanity perfuades them that they ave incapable
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of wavering ; and if, in fine,their imaginations
be ftrong enough to fee the heavens open, and
a recompenfe prepared therein for their cou-
rage, there is no torment they will not brave
and endure. In their intoxication, they will
defpife all torments of fhort duration ; they -
wall {mile upon their executioners; and their |
fouls, alienated from earthly things, will be-
come infenfible to pain. In fuch fcenes, the
hearts of {peétators are foftened; they admire
the aftonithing firmnefs of the martyr; they
catch his enthufiafm and believe his caufe
juft. His courage appearing to them fuper-
natural and divine, becomes an indubitable
proof‘f the truth of his opinions. Thus, by
a fort of contagion, enthufiafm communicates
itfelf. Men are always interefted in the fate
of thofe, who thew the greateft firmnefs; and
tyranny always multiplies the friends of thofe
whom it perfecutes. The conftancy of the
firt Chriftians, muft,therefore, have produced
profelytes, by a natural effect of theircondudt.
Martyrs prove nothing, unlefs it be the
ftrength of the enthufiafm, exvor, and obﬂmacy
' Iz
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produced by fuperftition, and the barbarons
folly of thofe who perfecute their fellow-.
creatures for religious opinions.

. Every violent paflion ‘has its martyrs.
Pride, vanity, prejudice, love, patriotifm, and
even vice itfelf, produces martyrs ; or, at leaft,
a contempt of every kind of danger. Is it,
then furprifing,thatenthufiafm and fanaticifm,
the firongeft paffions of . mankind, have fo
often enabled men, infpired with the hopes
they give, to face and defpife death ?—Be-
fides, if Chriftians can boaft a catalogue of
martyrs, Jews can do the fame. Tle unfor-
~ tugpte Jews, condemned to the flames by the
Inquifition, were martyrs to their religion s
and their fortitude proves as much in its favor,
asthat of the Chriftians ‘can do, in favor of
Chriftianity. If martyrs demonftrate the truth
of a religion, there is mno religion or fedt,
" which miay not be looked upon as trae.

" In fine, among the perhaps exaggerated
number of martyrs, boafted by Chriftians, ma-
- ny were rather the vi@tims of an inconfiderate
z2al, a turbulent and feditious fpirit, than a
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real love of religion. The church itfelf does

ot prefurse to juftify fome, who, tranfported

by 2 volcanic zeal, have troubled the peace of

the earth, #nd poired out flaming deftruction

on all'who differed in opinion from thems:-
felves, until mankind, coufulting their own

tranquillity and fafety, have ‘defiroyed them.

If men of this defeription were to be confiders
ed as ‘martyrs, ‘every difturber of fociety, Wwhen
punithed, would ‘acquire a right to ¢his title.

v-—‘—...'»
©  CHAPTER VIL

Of the Mwel:iﬂ of the Chriftian Refigion.

T‘O reveal any thingto a man, is'to difcov-
er to him fecrets, of which he was before ig-
norant. If we afk Chitiftians what the fecrets
were, the Tmpottance of which rendered it ne-

ceffry that they fhiould be vevealed by God'
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hxmfclf we fhall be told that the grmteﬁ of
“%hofe fecrets, and the one moft neceflary to

mankind, is the Unity of the Godhead ; a fe-
cret which, fay they, human wifdom could ne- -

ver have difcovered of itfelf. But are we not at
liberty to doubt the truth of this affertion ?
Mofes, undoubtedly, declared anonly God to

the Hebrews, and d1d all in his power to ren- -

der them enemies to the 1dolatry and polythe-
ifm of other furrounding nations, whofe be-
lief and whofe modes of worfhip he reprefent-
ed as ghominable in the eyes of the celeftial
Monar;*, who had brought them out of the
land of Egypt. But have not many wife men
among the’ heathens difcovered, without the
affiftance of the Jewith revelation, one fupreme
God, fuperior to all others ? Moreover, was
not Fate, to which all the other gods of the
heathens were {ubordinate, an onfy God, to
whofe fovereign law all nature was fubje&t ?

* Asto thecoloursin which Mofespaintshis God-

head, neither Jews nor Chriftians have a right
to pride themfelves therein. He is reprefented

as a capricious and irafcible defpot, full of
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cruelty, injuftice, partiality and malignity, What
kind of being fhall we contemplate, when we
add to this the ineffable attributes aferibed to
him in the Chriftian Theology ? ? Is the God-
head defcribed when Ris faid that itis a pirs,
an immaterial being, which refembles nothing

prefented to us by our fenfes ? Is not human
amnderftanding confounded with the negative
attributes of infinity, immenfity, eternity, omni-
potence, and omnifcience, with which hie has been
decorated, only to render kg ftill more incom-
prehenfible ? How cin'the wifdem, the good-
nefs, juftice, énd other moral fualities of this
God, be reconeiled with that firahge and often
atrocious condudt, which are attributed to hit
in almoft every page of the Old and New Tef-
tament ? Would it not have been better to
have left thankind in entire ignorance of the
Godhead, than to reveal to him a God made
up of contradictions, which lead to e-terpal
difpute, and ferve only to trouble his repofe 2
To reveal fuch a God to mankind, is only to-

difcover to them the mreans to'embarrafs and
. . A

o
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render themfelves wretched, and quarrel with
and injure one another. ‘

But, be this as it may, is it true that Chrif
tianity admits but ome God, the fame which
was revealed by Mofes ? Do we not fee Chrif-
tians adore a threefold divinity, under the
name of the Trinity? The fqprcme God begat
from all eternity a fon equal to himfelf ; from
thefe two proceeds a third equal to the two
firft ; thefe three Gods equal in perfetion,
divinity, and power, form, neverthelefs, only

wone God.  To overturn this fyftem, it feems
“fufficient only to fhew its abfurdity.’ Isitbut
to reveal fuch myﬁerics as thefe that the God-
head has taken pains to inftruct mankind ?
Have opinigns more abfurd and contrary to

realon ever exifted among the moft ignorant’

and favage nations ? * In the mean time,

X The dagma of the Trinity is evidently borrowed »

from the reveries of Plato, or from the allegeries
under avhich that romantic Philofopher chofe 1o con-
ceal bisdodirines. It appears vhat to bim the Chriftian
religion is indebied for "the greater part of its dogmas.
~ Plgto admitted three Hypolales, or modes of being in
the Divinity. The firft conflituted the fupreme God ;

the fecond the Logos, Word, or divine intelligence -
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however, the writings of Mofes contain no- .
thing that could authorife the conftrution of
a fyftem fo wild. It is only by having recourfe
to the moft forced cxplanations, that the doc-
triric of the Trinity is preténded to be found in
_the Bible. As to the Jews, contented with
the only God which their legiflator has declared
to them, they have never attempted to create a
threefold one.
The fecond of thefe Gods, or, according to
the Chriftians, the jé;'and perfon.of the Trinity,
having clad himfelf with human nature, and

proceeding from the firf} ; the third is the Spirit, or
Soulofthe World, The early teachersaf the Chriftian
religion appear to havebeen Platonics 5 theirenthufiafm
probably found in Plato a dodrine analogous to their
Jeelings ; had they been grateful they would bave re~ .
corded bim as a prophet, or at leaft as one of the fathers
of the church, he Fefuitical miffionaries foand a Di-
vinitfly, nearly fimilar to that of the Chriflians, at
Thibet. Amang the Tartars God is called Kone
cio-cik, the only God, and Kon-cio-fum the three-
Jfold God.  They alfo give him the titles Om, Ha,
Hum, intelligence, might, power or word, heart,
love. The number three. was always revered. among
the anticnts 3 becaufe Salom, avhich in the oriental lan-
guages, fignifies three, fignifies alfs health, fafety,
falvation.
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become incarnate in the womb of a virgin, he
fubmitted himfelf to the infirmities of our fpe~
cies and even fuffered an ignominious death to
expiate the fins of the earth. Thisis what
Chriftians call. the mypflery of Incarnation.
He muft be indeed blind, who cannot fee that
thefe abfurd noticns are borrowed from the
Egyptians, Indians,apd Grecians, whofe ridicu~
lous mythologies defcribe gods as poflefling hu-
man forms, and fubje& to infirmities, like
mankind. *

Thus, we are commanded by Chriftiarity to
believe thata God having "become man with-
. ‘out doing injury to his divine nature, has fuf-
fered, died, and offered himfelf a facrifice to
‘himfelf ; and all this - was abfolutely and in-

difpenfibly neceffary to appeafe his own wrath.

¥ The Egyptians appear to have been the firf}, who
preten,:led that their gods had affumed material bodies.
- F5E, the god of the Chinefe, was born-of a wirgin,
awho was fecundated by a ray of the fun. ' In Indof-
tan, nebody doubts the incarnations of - Viflnon. It
Sfeemsy that the theologifls of all nations, defpairing to
Cexalt themfelves to a level with God, have endeavour-
ed to debafe him toa level with themfelres.
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"This is what Chriftians denominaté the Mjﬁ-
tery of the 1‘£de7hpléi0ﬂ of the human rae€.

~ This dead God, however, was refufcitated.
 Thus the Adonis of the Phenicians, the Ofiris
of the Egyptians, and the Atys of the Phry-
giaﬁs, are reprefented as periodically refigning
and reaffuming life. The God of the Chrif-

tians rifes again, re-animated, and burﬁs the
tomb, tnumphant

Such are the wondrous fecrets, ar Mlime -

myfteries that the Chriftian teligién unfolds 't:c’a
its difciples. So great, fo abject, and fo ever
incomprehenfible are the ideas it gives us of -
the divine Being. Such is the illumina:

tion our minds receive from revelation!

A revelation which ouly ferves to render

ftill more impenetrable the clouds which

veil the divine eflence from human eyes.
God, we are told, is willing to render himielf

inconfiftent and ridiculous, to confound the"
curiofity of thole, whom, we are at the fame

time informed, he defires to enlighten by his

fpecial grace. What nuft we think of 5 reve-

- lation, which, far from teaching us any thing,

K
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is calculated to darken and puzzle the cleareft
ideas 2,

“Thus, noththﬂ:andmﬂ the boafted revela-
tion of the Chriftians, they know nothing of
‘that Being, whom they make the bafis of theip
* seligion.. On the contrary, it guly ferves to
obfcure all the notions which¥ might. esher-
wife bé formed of him. In holy; vesit, he is
called an hidden God. Dalfid:tells. us, that he
placcﬁls dwelling in darknef, that clouds
anid troubled waters form the pavilion with
which he is covered: In. fine, Chriftians, al-
though enlightened, as. they fay, by God him~
felf; have only ridiculous and inconfiftent ideag
» ofhim, whijch render his exiftence doubtful, or
even impoflible; in: the eyes of every man,
who confults his reafon.

What notions, indeed, can ‘we form of a
God, who, after having created the world fole-
1y for. the happinefs of mankind, neverthelefs,
{uflers the greater part of the human race to
be miferable both in. this. world and: that which
is to come ! How can a God, who enjoys a
fupreme felicity, be offended-with the agtions
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of his creatures ? This Gotttis then fufceptis
ble of grief ; his happinefs can be difturbed ;
he is then dependant on man, who can- at °

pleafure, delight or afick him! How can 2 4%

benevolent God beftow on his creatures u fa

liberty, by the abufe of which they may incutagh
his anger, .and their own deftrudtion? How  °

can that Being, who is hithfeif the duthor of
life and nature, fulfer death ? How cati an
only God become teiple without injurity his
unity ? 'We fhalt be-anlwered; that" il thelt
matters are myferies; but fuch mjfteries des
firoy even the exifténee of Gud. It would bé
mote reaforiable; to admity with Zoroifter; of
Mands, two principles o2 ppofite powers ia
nature, than to believe, with Chriftianis, that
there is an omnipotent God; who casnot’ prew
vent the exiftence of evil; a God who is fu/;
and.yet partial 3 2 Ged all meveifuly-ard yee
fo implacable, thit he will punifl theough an
cternity the crimes of ¢ moment; an ondy
God, who is threefold ; a God, the -chief: of |
beings, who confents to die, being unable to

fatisfy: by any other means his divine juftice.

A
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If, in the fame fubjet, contraries cannot fubfifs

- at the fame time, either the exiftence of the
‘ God of the Jews, or of that of the Chriftians
. muft undoubtedly be impoflible. Whence, we
. pare forced to conclude, that the teachers of
~L;:”‘¥;:Ch1"yﬁ'izxr11it)', by means of the attributes with
which they have decorated or rather &isﬁgm‘-.
¢d their Godhead, have, in fadt, annihilated the
God of the Jews, or at leaft fo transformed
him,+that he is no longer the fame. Thus,
revelation, with all its fables and myfteries,
has only embarrafled the reafon of mankind,
and .rendered uncertain the fimple notions
which they might form to themfelves of that
meseffary Being, who governs the univerfe
with immutable laws. Tho’ the esiftence of

a God cannot be denied, it is yet eertain that
reafon cannot admit the exiftence of the one
which the Chriftians adore, and whofe conr
dut, commands, and qualities, th&xr religion
pretends to reveal. If they are Atheifts, who
have no ideas of the Supreme Being, the: Chrif-
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tian theology muft be looked upon as a pro-
je€t mvented to deftroy his exiftence.*
- , ‘ : .
. * Divines have always difagreed among them-
Sfelves réfpecting the proofs of the exiftence of a God.
They mutually flile each other Athieilts, decaufe thetr
demonfirations bave hever been the fame. Fewi' Chiifs <
tians bave written on, the exiflence of God, without
drasving upon themfelves an actufation of Atheilm.
Defrarses, Glarkes Pafcaly Arnasld; and -Nicole hate
been confidered as Atheilts. * The reafon, i, plojy.
IFis iipotible £5 é)’r’om‘ﬂ)’e" éxifierce of 4 %ﬁ?zgfﬁ
insonfifient as the God afitbe Obvifiiaits: 'We foill be
told that ey have ng.peaps for sudgiog of She:Bivi-
nity, and that our underflandings are 90 narrow to
Jorm dhy idéd of bim. Why Aon s théy Bfputd ph
ceffantly concerning bim . Why affign to him qualities
which de’ﬂro_yﬂ each ‘other'? Why recount fgbles cag-
cevning Him'Y Wy Yoctrdlahid it b0iB others Hhroitts,
;ﬁaagﬁ‘ they are differertly interproted by diffekens per-
ons. , o e i
K3
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CHAPTER VIIL -

: ;Mxﬂérie: and Dogmas of Chriffianity.

NOT content with having enveloped their
God in myfterious clouds and Judaic fables,
the teachers of Chn{hamty feem to be ftill bu-
fied i in the multiplication of my(tenes, and
embarraﬂing more and more the reafon of’
their dii'cxples Reltglon, defigned to en-
hghten ‘mankind, is on]y a txﬂ'ue of cmgmas ,'
a labyrmth which found fenfe can never ex-
p{m‘; " That which ancient fuperﬁmons
 found ot mcomprehenﬁble, feems not'un- -
‘ apﬂy to be- interwoven with a rehglous fyftem,
which xmpofes eternal filence on reafor. The
. fatalifm of the Grecians, has been transformed,
in'the hands of Chriftian priefts, into predef-
tination. According to this tyrannic dogma,
the "God of mercies has deftined the grcateﬁ K
lpart of maq’kmd to eternal torments He
places them in this world that thcy, by the
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abufe of their faculties and liberty, may ren-'

der themfelves worthy of the implacable wrath
of their creator. A benevolent and prefcient

God, gives to mankind a free will; of which
he knows they will make fo perverfe an ufe;
as to merit eternal damnation. ‘Thus, inftead
of punifhing them with the propenfities necef~
fary to their happinefs, he permits them to aé’c,
only. that he may have the pleafure of plung-
ing them into hell. Nothing canbe more ‘hor-
- rid than the defcription given us by Chnihax;s

of this place, deftined to be the future reﬁ-
dence of almoﬂ all mankmd There a mer-

himfelf in the tea 4& of wmqhea* whoin fxé'
created for mifery.: Smnm, fhut up ja - ‘s.
awful dungeon, willbe delivered up, for ¢
to devouring flames. There fhall be
weepmg, and wailing, and gna{hmg of tecth

The torments of this place fhall, at the end ,gf
millions of years, have only begun Th,c
confoling hope of a d:(tant mmgatmn of _pam

{hall be unknown In one word, God, by ¢

an alt of his ommpotcnce, {hall tendexj man

1
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capable of ﬁ'}i{ery uninterrupted, and inter-
minable. His juftice will punifh finite crimes,
the effets of which are limited by time, by
torments infinite in degree and duration. Such
is the idea, a Chriftian forms of the God that
demands his love. . This tyrant creates him
only to render him miferable ; he gives him
reafon: to deceive him, and pi‘openﬁties tolead
hilm‘ aftray. He giVeys‘him };berty,‘that. h;g
may incur cternal roim. e gives“hjifnfﬁlja
vantages above the beaftsy that he may be
fubjecled to torments, which beafts like ina-
nimate fubfiances; are incapable of fuffering.
‘Fhe doéma» of predeftination reprefents the
lot of man as worfe than that of brutes and
ﬁé*‘e_3~;f{' = v :

SRR B

¥ The dolirine of predeflination was alfo a ienet
of e Fems. In Bbé writings of Mofiss a God is
exbibited, who, in bis decrees is partially fond of a
chofen people, -and unjufl to all others.  The theology
amd biffory of the Grecks reprefent mew av purtified
. for mceflary orimes, forsiold by orsclesi  Of this
Oreflcs, Ocdipus, Ajax, . are. examplossy - Man-
kind Bave ol ways defuribed God as the woft unpuft of
wil beings.  Mosording do: the Fanforiffs, God befionss
bis grace on wwbhom he pleafes, awithout any regard to
.merit.  This is much more conformable 1o the Chrif-
. .
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It is true, the Chriftian religion promifes
- a blifsfui refidence to thofe, whom God fhall
~ have chofen; to be objects of his love. But
this place is referved only for a fmall number
of ¢/ef?, who, 'without'any meritin themfclveg,'
fhall, neverthelefs, have unbounded claims
upon the grace of God. ‘

"Thus, the Tartarus and Elyfium of the heas
then mythology, invented by impoftors to -
awe and feduce mankind, have been tr;_xif- _
‘planted into the fyftem of the Chriftians, who
have given them the new appellations of Hea-
ver and Hell, ]

The followers of the Chriftian religion be-
lieve in a race of invifible beinge, differing
from man and fubordinate to God ; part of
whom is employed in executing the writh’of .
God upon offenders ; and part in ‘watching.
over his works, and particularly the prefetvar

. B L
tian, Pagan, and Fewifb fatalifn, than the dofirine:
of the Molinifts, who fay that God grants bis graca

- to all, who afk and deferve it. 1t ix certain that
. Chriftians in general are true fatalifs;  They evads
this accafation, by declaving that the defigns of God

are myfleries. . If fo, why do they ciernally difpute;
about thgp ? " '
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. wbarof man. The formet, being maleyolent
fpirits, atecalled devils, demons, (e, the lat-
ter, being benevolent {pitits,«are calted angels,
"They are fuppofed to have the faculty of ren-
dering themfelves fenfible, and taking the hu-
man form. Good angels ate in the imagina«
tion of Chriftians, what the Nymphs, Lares,
and Penates, were imagined to be by the hea-
thenssand what the Fairvies were with writers
¢Empmances. The facted books of the Jews -
and Chriftians, are replete with thefe marvel-
lousbeings, whom God has fént to his favorites
to betheir guides, protetors and tutelar deities:
. Devils are confidered as the encmies and fe-
ducers of the human face, and perpetually bufi«
edin drawing them into fini "3 power is attsi-
. buted to them, of performing miracles, fmilarts
thofe wrought by the Moft High and, above, 4
power that counteradts his, and teiders all his
projes abortive. In fadt, the Chriftian reli-
gion does not formerly allow the famé power
to the devil as to Ged; neverthelefs, it fuppofes,'
" that malevolent Being ptovents mankiad from
éntering into the enjoyment of the feticity def-
o R
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tined them'by the goodnefs of God, and leads: ..
moft of them into eternal perdition. Chrits o
tians, however, do virtually attribute to the
devil, an empire much more extenfive than
that of the Supreme Being.’ 'The latter, with
difliculty, faxes a few eleét ; while the former
carries off, in fpite of him, the greater part of
mankind, who liften to his deﬁmé}ivz,'ncmpmn
tiems, rather than the ablolute commends: of.
God. This Satan; the -esnfe ofifo much toxzer
to Chriffians, was-evidently borrowed from the
dodlrine ofitwo principles, formerly admitted.
in Egypt and alt the Eaft. The Ofyris and
Typhon 'of the Egyptians, the Orofmades and
Aharimanes of the Perfians and Chaldeansy
have undoubtedly: given birth to the continual
war between the God of Chrifians gpd his
formidable, adverfary. By this {yftem: man- .. -
kind have endeavoured- to account: for- all the
~ good and evil with whicjh life is chequered.

An Almighty Devil ferves to juftify the Su-
pyemc,Bging with.r‘cfp'e&; to all neceffary and
unmeritted evils, which -affli the human

At
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. ¢, Such are the dreadful and myfterious doc-

. trines upon which Chriftians, in general are
agreed. There are many others, which are
peculiar to different felts. Thus, a numerous
{eck of Chriftians admit an intermediate flate
between heaven and hell, where fouls, too fin~
ful for the former and too innocent for the
latter, are fubjected for a time, in order to ex-
piate by their fufferings the fins they commit
in this life ; after undergoing this punithment
they are received into the abodes of eternal fe-
licity. This do@rine, which was evidently
drawn from the reveries of Plate, has in the
‘hands of the Roman priefts, been converted
into an inexhauftible fource of riches. They
have arrogated to themfelves the power of
opening the gates of purgatéry;.and pretend
that, by their prayers, they can mitigate the
rigor of the divine decrees, and abridge the
torments of the fouls, condemned to this place
by ajuft God. *

* It is evident that the Roman Catholics are‘
indebted to  Plato for their Purgatory, That
great philofopher divided fouls inte three clgffes ; the



The preceding remarks {hew, that,%he'.:ﬁ:
Chriftian religion has been often inf
and fpread by dint of terror. By 'ﬁfhg‘
mankind with horror they render them Kx'B-
miffive, and remove,all his dependcnce on h!s ;
reafon.* - i

pure, the curable, and the incurable. The fif} re-
turned, by refufion, 2o the univerfal foul of the world,
or the divinity, from awhich they had émanased § the
Jecond went to belly awhere they paffed in review every
year before the judges of that dark empire;” who fuf-
Jered them tg return%ftgbt when they kad fufficiently -
expiated. their faults ; the incurables rémained in Tars
tarus, where they were to fuffer decnal tormenit.
Plato, as well as Chri _/lzan cafuifls,deferibed the crimes,
Joultsy, . which merit thof: di ifferent degrees of pu-
ngfome.t.

ﬁPrvtgﬂant Divings, jealous probably. of’tb: riches
of the Catholic clergy, have Tmpradently” tefedted the
do@rine of a Purgatory, whereby they have much di-
minifhed their own credit. It would, perkaps,” bave
been wifer to bave rejedled the doBrine of an. bell, .
whence fouls can never be releafed, than that of Purga- *
“tory, which is nioke reafonable, and’ from awhich” the
clergy éan deliver fouls by means qf that all powerful

#gent, MONEY. %

* Mahomet percewed as well as Cbrf/han Di- .
vines, the neceffity of frightening mankind, in order to
govern thim. % Thofe,” fays the Alcoran, ¢ avhs
% do not believe, fball be clothed in a garment of fire;
"hxlmg water fball be poured on their heads; their

L

‘

, ‘ted-. ’
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CHAPTER IX.

4Of the Rites and Myferious Ceremonies or
Theurgy of the Chriflians.

IF the do@irines of the-Chriftian religion be

- ayferies inacceflible to reafon ; .if the God i
anncunces be inconceivable, we ought not to

l be furprifed at feeing the rites gnd ceremonies
of this religion myfterious aﬁunintelligiblc.
Concerning a God, who hath revealed ‘him-
felf only to confound human reafon, all'things
muft neceffarily be incomprehenfible and un-
reafonable. ‘

The moftimportant ceremony of the Chrif-
tian religion is called baptifm. Without this,
no man, it is held, can be faved. It confifts
in pouring water on the infant or adult, with

< fhins and their entrails fball be fmitten with rods of
s iron. Whenever they fEall firive to efeape from

helly and avoid its torments, they fball be thruff again
into it; and the devils fball fay unto them : “tafte the
fm‘,ﬂ of burning.” ' v
See Alcoran, ch, viii,
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an invocation on the name of the Trinity. By ;
the myfterious virtue of this water, afid the ’

words by which it is acdompanied, the perfon
is fpiritually regeneyatyds . He is cleanfed
from the ftains, tranfinitted through fucceffive
generations, from t #ather of the human.

-zace. Ina word, he becomes a child of God,

_and is prepared to enter into his glory at
death. Now, it is faid, that the death of man
is the effect of M fin of Adam ; and; if, by
baptifm, {in be effaced, why is man ftill fub-
jeét to' death ? But, here we are told, it-is
from  the . {piritual, not_bodily, death, that
Chrift has delivered mankind.  Yet “this {pi-
ritual death is only the death of finfulnefs. In
this cafe, how. does it happen that Chriftians
continue to fin, as if they had never been_ re-
deemed and delivered from fin? "'Whence it
refults, that baptifm is a myftery impenetrable
to reafon ; and its efficacy is difproved by ex~
perience *, ' ' o
T * The ceremony of baptifin was pragifid in the

myflerics of Mythias, and ihofe initiated were there-
Ly regencrated,  This Blythias avas alfs u mediator,

;
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In fome Chriftian {e&s, a bifhop or pontif,
by pronouncing a few words, and applying a
- few’drops of oil to the forchead, caufes the fpi-
rit- to “defcend upon' whom he pleafes. By
this ceremony the Chriftian is confirmed in the
« faith, and receives invifibly 4 profufion of gra-
# -eesfrom the Moft High. ‘'Thofe, who wan-
'dering fartheft from reafon, have entered moft
+-deeply into’ the {pirit of the Chriftian rehglon,
~not contented with the datk myfteries:com-
-mon to other fefts, have mvented one fhill
datker and -more aftonifhing; which they ‘de-
-nominate tranfubftantiatidn. ‘At the-all pow
-erful command of ‘a prieft, the ‘God' of ~the
Univerfe-is forced to defcend from the habi-
2.0nof his"glory; -and»tr'an_éfomf ‘histfelf into
-a piece of ‘bread. - This® breadwis " afterwards
.worfhipped by a peopld, who boaﬁ their detef-
t"mon of idalatry *.

Altbaug/.z Chriftian divines confider brph m necefary
to falvation, ave find Paul would not fuffpr the Corin-
thians to be bapnfed.  We alfo learn that ke circum-
eifed Timothens, )

* The Bramas of Imdoflan, difiribute a kind of
& in their Pagedas ; this difiribution_is called
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' In the puerile ceremonies, fo highly valued
by’ Chriftians, we cannot avoid feeing the
plaineft traces of the Theurgy pratifed among:
the Orientals, where the Divine Bcing, copré
pelled by tl the “magic power of certain ‘woplg#
and ceremomes uttered by priefts, or othcf '
perfons mmated into the necefliry fecret,’ def-f
cends to earth and performs mniracles: ‘This
fort of maglc 1s ‘alfo exercifed among Chirif-’
tian pricfts. They perfuade their dxfcxp]cs‘
that, by certam arbxtrary a&xons, and certam ‘
movements of the body, they can obhgc the‘
God of Nature to fufpend his laws, give him-
felfu up to’ thexr deﬁres, ‘and load- them with

Prqjadam, or.Eucbar it The M;wwm beliewe in
a kind of tranfu}‘)/}an’zalzan, awhich is mentioned by
Sather Acoffa. ‘See his Travels, chap. 24. The
Proteflanis have had the courage to rejedttranfubflan~
tiation, although it i farmally glablifbed by Chrifl,
who fays, ““take, eat ;this is my body.” Averiés
jam’ Anima mea ﬁt cum phﬂofophls, nor - vero
cum Chriftianis, gente fiolidiffima, gui Deym fas
ciunt et comedunt.” The Periwians bave a reli-
ginus ceremony, in whichy after facrificing a lamb,”
they mingle his blood with jlm.r, and difribute it
ainongf the people.
. Alnetarae queft. lib. 2. cap. e
N 73
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¢ “every favor they chufe to demand. Thus, in
this religion, the prieft affumes the right of

* commanding God himfelf. On this empire
overtheir God, thisreal Theurgy, ormyfterious
_commerce with, heaven, are founded thofe

~puerile and ridiculous” cetemonies, which
Chriftians call facraments.”"We have already
feen this Theurgy in Baptifm, Confirmation,
and the Bucharift. "We find it alfo; in peni-
tetice,. or the power which the pncﬁfgt of fome
felks arrogate to themfelves, of remitting in
the name of Heaven, all fins confefied to
them. It is feen in orders, that is to fay, in
the ceremony which impreffes onecertain men
adacred charaler, by which they are even af-
ter diftinguifhed frop. prophane mortdls.” It
is feen ini the rites and funtiols which tor-
ture'the laft moments of the dyi'ngfg It is feen
in marriage; which natural union, it is fup~ _
pofed, cannot meet with the approbation of
Heaven, unlefs the ceremony of a prieft ren-
der it valid; and procure it the fanétion of the
Moft High *. ‘ '

*The numler of Roman Catholic' facraments is ‘

Jecen s a catalifiic magic, and myflericus number,
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" ‘We'lee this Theurgy, or white hagic, in the
prayers, forms, liturgies, and, in {hort,-in all
the ceremonies of the Chriftians. We find
it in their opinion, that words difpofed in a’
certain manner can influence the will of. God,
and oblige him to changc his irhthutable de- -
crees. Its eﬂicacy is feen in exarczfm.r, that i is,
ceremomes, in whx&x by means of a magic
water and fome " myﬁemous words, !t ‘is pre-
tended that evil {Pmts whlch infeft mankmd
can be expelled Haly -water, whlch has ta-
ken the place of the aqua luftralis of the Ro-
mans, 1s believed by certam Chn(hans to pof—
fefs” a&omfhmg 'virt’u’es It renders faued
places and thinigs ‘which were prophanc “In”
ﬂne, the thnfhan T heurgy being employcd by
a po'mf in the confccratlon ofa kmg, renders ‘
lnm more refpe&able in the  eyes of men, and

amps ‘him w:th a dlvme chara&cr. ‘

‘Thus all is magxc and myﬁery, allis mcom- ‘
p*ehcnﬁble, in a rclxgxon revealed by God
himfelf, to enhghten the darkened underﬁand-
mg of mankind. ‘
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CHAPTER X.

O the Injpived Writings of the Chriflians

CHRISTIANS endeavour to prove the d1-
vine origin of their rehgxot‘!*by certain writings,
which they believe to be facred, and to have
been infpired by God himfelf. Let us then fee
if thefe writings do really exhibit marks of that
wifdom, omnifcience and perfec’,hon which we
attribute to the vamxty ,

The Bible, every word of which, Chriftians
believe to have been ditated by infpiration,is
comPofed of an incongruous colleCtion of the
facred wrmngs 0 the Hebrews, called the
0/d Teflament ; to ‘whieh are added, a number

of works, more recent indeed, but of equal in-
fpiration, known by the name of the New
Teffament. At the head of this colletion are
. five books which are attributed to Mofes, who
was, it is faid, in writing them, the fecretary of
Gﬁd‘ He therein goes back to the origin of
k. He attempts to initiate us into the M
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myftery of the creation of the world, of which -

"he has only the moft vague and confufed ideas.
He betrays at every word a profound ignor-

‘ance of the laws of Nature. God, according
to Mofes, crcated the fun, which, in our plane-
tary fy{’cem, is the fourcc of hght, fevcral days
after he had created vbe hght God who can

‘be reprefentcd by no 1mage, crcatcd m an m his
own 1mage He creates him male and femal:

) but, Toon forgcttmg what he had done, he cre-
ates woman from d{le 6f thc nbs of thc man.
In one word ‘we fec, at the vcry cntrance of
the Bbee, nothmg but 1gnorance and contra=
diction. * - It appcars, at once, that the cof-
mogony o of thc Hebrews is only 2 txﬂ'ue of fa-
bles and’ allegones, mcapable of | ngmg any
true idea of thmgs, and calculate& to pleafe on-
ly a favagc and’ 1gnorant people, dc{htutc cf

* St. Auguflin confeffes-that there is no wa_y of pre-
Jerving. the true Jenfe of the three firfl chapters of Gt'~ '
ucfis without wronging refigionandaiributing thingsto
God which are unworthy of him ; and declares, that
vecourfe muft be had to  Allegyry. Avg. de Genefl,
contra Machineos. Urigen, a/_'/'a, grants, if we takg ¢
biffory of the Bible literally, it is aﬁﬁgm’ and. :d’
‘didory.  Vbilof.p. 12,
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fcience, and unqualified for reafoning. In the

reft of the writings of Mofes, we fee little

but a ftring of marvellous and unprobable fto-

ries, and a mafs of ridiculous and arbitrary

laws. The author conéludes with giving an
" account of his own death. The books potte~

tior to Mofes, exhibit*equal ignorance. Jo-
" thua_ flops the fun, which did not move
Sampfon, the Jewifh Hercules, has ftrength to
overthrow a temple.—But we fhould never fi-
nifh the ennumeration of the fables and falf.
boods, of thefe books, which are audacioufly
attributed to the Holy Ghoft. 'The ftory of
the Hebrews prefents us only with a mals of
ta]es, unworthy the gravety of ln(’cory and thc
maje{ty of Dmmty Rxdxculous to reafon, it
appears to have been invented only to amufe
the credulity of a ﬁupld and infant people.

This ftrange compilation is intermingled
~ with obfcure and unconneted oracles, with
which diﬂ'erentvprophets have, from time to
time, enriched Jewith fuperftition. Every
thing, in the Old Teftament, breathes enthufi-
ifm, fanatici{m, and delirium, often decorated
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with pompous language. There, every thing
is to be found, except good fenfe, good logic,
and reafon, which fezms to be abfolutely ex-
cluded from the books which guide the con-

duét of the Hebrews and Chnfhans

‘We have already mentioned 'the abjed, and
often, abfurd ideas of God, which are exhibit-
¢d in the Bible, In this‘book, all his condu&t
appears ridiculous. He blows hot and cold,

“and contradicts himfelf every moment. He
" afts imprudently, and then repents of what he

had done. He fupports with one hand, ard
deftroys with the other. After having pun-
ithed ‘all the human race with death, for
the fins of man, he declares, by Ezekiel,
that he is juft, and will not render children re-
fponfible for the injquities of their fathers.
He commands the Hebrews, by the mouth of
Mofes, to rob the Egyptians. In the deca-

logue, publifhed by Mofes, theft and murder

are forbidden. In fhort, Jehovah, ever in con-
tradiCtion with himfelf, varies with circum-
ftances, preferves no uniformity of condudt,
and is reprefented in  the pooks, faid to be in~
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fpired by his fpirit, as a tyrant, which the moft
decided villain would bluth to be.

‘When we caft our eyes over the New Tefta- |
ment, there, alfo we fee nothing chara&eriftic
of that fpirit of truth which is faid to have
di@tated this work. Four hiftorians, or fabu-
lits, have writfen the marvellous hiftory of
the Mefliah. Seldom agrecing with refpect to
the circumflances of his life, they fometimes
contradit each other in the moft palpable
manner. The genealogy of Chrift, given us ‘
by Matthcw, differs wndely from tbat given us
by Luke. One of the Evangchﬁs fays, that
Chrift was carriedinto Egypt; whxlﬂ: by ano-
ther this evcnt is not even hmted at. One
makcs the duration of his mxﬂion three years,
while another reprefcnts it as only as many
months. ‘We do not find them at better ac-
cord, refpecting the facts in genéral, which
they report. Mark fays that Chrift died at
the third hour, that is to fay, nine o’clock in
the morning : John fays, that he died at the
ﬁxth hour, that is, at noon Accordmg to.
Mitthew and Mark, the womcn, ‘who, after
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the death of Jefus, went to his fepulchre, faw
only one angel ; whereas, agcording to Luke
and John, they faw two. Thefe angels were,
by fome, faid to be within the tomb; by
others, without. Several of the. miracles of
Jefus are, alfo, differently reported by the
Evangelifts. This is likewife the cafe with
his appearances, after his refurrection. Ought
1ot all thefe things to excite a doubt of the in-
fallibility of the Evangelifls, and the reality of
their divine infpirations ? "'What fhall we fay
of the falfe and forged prophecies, applied to
Chrift in the gofpel ? Matthew pretends, that
Jeremy foretold that Chrift fhould be betrayed
for thirty pieces of filver; yet, no fuch pro~
phecy is to be found in Jeremiah. Nothing is
more fingular than the manner in which
Chriftian divines evade thefe difficulties.
"Their folutions are calculated to fatisfy only
thofe who conceive it their duty to remain in
blindnefs. * Every man of fenfe muft feel,

* Ferome bimfelf fays, that the quotations o
Matthew do not agree awith the Greek verfion of the-
Bible.  Erafmus is obliged ta confefs, that the Holy
Spirit permitted the dpofiles to go aftray.

M
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that all the induftry and fophifm on earth can
never reconcile fuch palpable contraditions ;
and the efforts of interpreters ferve only to
thew the weaknefs of their caufe. Isit, then,
by fubterfuges, fubtleties, and falfhoods, that
we are to render fervice to God ?
‘We find equal errors and contradictions
in the pompous. gafcanade, and declamatory
bombaft of St. Paul. The epifties and ha-
rangues of this man, infpired by. the Spirit of
‘God, appear to be the enthufiaftic ravings of a
madman., The moft laboured commentaries
have, in vain, éndeavoured to' reconcile the
contradictions with which his works are filled,
and. ,t'hézincom'u}_ency of his conduct, which
fometimes favoured, and ‘fometimes oppofed -
Judaifm. * We do not find ourfelves more

*8t. Paul bimfeif informsus, thatbe was ravifbedup
to the third heaven. Why was be tranfported thither,
and awhat did he learn by his journey ? Things un-
fpeakable, which no man could comprehend.
- What advantage are mankind to derive from all this ?
81, Paul, in the Ads of the qujile.r is guilly of a
falfbood, in faying before the high priefl, that he is per-

ecuted, becaufe he is a Pharifee, and on account of
the refurre@tion.  Here are two untruths.  Firfl,
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enlightened by the works attributed to the )
other Apoftles. It feems as if thefe perfons,
infpired by the Holy Glioft, came on the earth
only to prevent - their difciples from compre-
hending what they had been fent to teach
them. T *

At the foot of the colle&ion, which forms
the New Teltiment, we find the myfic work,.
knownby the name of the Revelation of St. Fobn.
This is an unintelligible thing, in which the:
author has endeavoured to¢ollet and concen-
trate all the gloomy and dreadful ideas con’té‘i?? :

becanfe Paulwas, at that iime, the moff wealous, dpaf
tle of the Chriftian religion, and cqnﬁ’giiz&it?jyj a’
tian. Secondly, becanfe the accufitions b i
againft him, did not r}ffer to bis apiniog on refurrec-
tion.  If we know that the Apoftles fometimes wap-
der from the truth, how fhall we believe them ar
others 2 Further, we foe this great Apojtle continu.
* ally changing his counfels and condu&. At Fernfalim.
be point blank oppoffes Peter, who favoured, fuda-
ifm 5 whereasy be bimfelf afterwards complied with
Fewifh rites. In fine, he always accommodates
imfelf 1o the circumflances of ibe tims, and decomes all
things to all men.  He feems to have fit an example io
the Fefuits, of the condnd in the Indies, with which
they are reproacied, where they unite the worfbip of
the Pagans to that of Chriff. ;
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ed in the reft of the Bible. It exhibits to the-
wretched race of Man, the awful and ap-
proaching end of a perithing world. It is fil-
Jed with horrid pi¢tures, by gazing on which,
the trembling Chriftian bacomes petrified with
fear and wonder, indifferent to life, and ufe- .
lefs, or an incumbrance, to fociety. Thus, in
a manner not unworthy of itfelf, terminates
this compilation, fo ineftimable and adorable
to Chriftians, fo ridiculous and contemptible
to the man of reafon, fo unworthy of a goed
andbounteous God ; {o deteftable to him who
contemplates the unparalleled evils it has
occafioned on the earth. '

Having takén for the rule of their condu@
and opinjons, a Book, fo full of blafphemous
fables and ftriking contraditions. concerning
God, Chriftians have never agreed in the in-
térpx%tation of his will, or precifely known
what he exacted from them. Thus, they have
made this obfcure work 2 bone of contention,
an inexhauftible {fource of quarrels, a common
arfenal, where all contending parties have fup-
plied themfelves with arms, for muteal de-
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firu@ion. . Geometricians difpwte not con-
" cerning the fundamental principles of their
fcience. By what fatality does it happen that’
Chriftian revelation, the foundation of 3 re-
ligion on which depends the eternal felicity of
man, thould be unintelligible, fubjedt to dif-
putes, and often deluge the earth in blood 2
To judge by effelts, fuch a revelation ought
rather to be thought - the work of -a’ nialign
fpirit, a genius of darknefs and falfehood, than
of a God defirous to preferve, cnltgh‘tcn, and
beatify mankind. e

CHAPTER XL

PR

Of Cbr _/lxm Maraltty

g‘ & ERE we to believe Chrxﬂ:xans, there
eould have been no true mmamy on earth, bes ‘
fore the coming of the founder of sheir fedt,
Theyreprefent the wo}r‘lid as h"n fng been plung-
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ed in darknefs add vice at all times and phaces
where Chrift was unknown. Yet morality
was always neceffary to mankind ; for, with-

out it, no fociety can exift. We find, that

before the time of Chrift, there were flourith-
ing and virtuous nations, and enlightened phi-
lofophers; who continually reminded mankind

Of their duties. The precepts of ‘Socrates,

. Confucius, and the Gymnofophifts ef India,
are by no means inferior to thofe of the Mel-
fiah of the Chriftians. We find, amongft
heathens, innumerable inftances of equity, hu-
manity, temperance, difintereftednefs, patience,

“and meeknefs, which flatly contradict the pre-

~‘tenfions of the Chriftians, and prove that, be-
fore Chrift was known on earth, virtues flou-
rifhed, which were far more real than thofe he
came to teach'to men. -

Was a fupermtural. revelation neceflary to
inform mankind that fociety cannot exift with-

out virtue, and that, by the admiffion of vice,

focieties confent to -their own -defiru@ion ?
‘Was it neceffary that a. God fhould fpeak, to
fhew, that they have need of mutual aid and
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. mutnal love ? Wag afliftance from on High
neceffary to difcover that revenge is an evil,
and an outrage upoa the laws, which, when
they are juft, aflume to themfelves the right
of retribution ? Is not the forgivenefs of inju-

- ries conneted with this principle ? Andis not '
hatred eterna}fzed, where implacable revenge
is-exercifed ¢ Is not the pardoning of our ene-
mies a greatnefs of foul, which gives us an ad--

~ vantage over thofe, who offend nus # When we

do good to our enemics does it not give us 3

fuperiority over them ? Is not fuch conduét

calculated to multiply our friends ¢ Does not
ciery man, who is defirous -to live, perceive;
that vice, imempemncc,‘ and_voluptuoufnefs,
muft fhorten the period of 1i::?\Has not ex-.
perience domonftrated to every thinking he-
ing, that vice is injurious and deteftable, even-
to thofe who are not free from its empire, and.
that the praftice of virtue is the aﬁly means,

of acquiring real efteem ‘and love ? However
3

little mankind may reflet on what they theme - ;
felves, their true interefls, and the end of fo¥ .

ciety, are, thy wmu/f? fecl what they ought to
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to ecach other. Good laws will render them
good 3 and where thefe cxxﬂ:, there is 16 néed

Gf ﬂ"u‘g to h\. ven Ior ru ‘p or ’hp preierva=

tion and happinefs of fociety. Reafon is fuf-
ficient to teach usour duties to our féllow=
creatures.  What afliftance can it receive
from a religion by which it is continually con~
tradicted and degraded.

It is faid, that, Chriftianity far from counter-

: a&mg morality, is its chief fupport, and Ten-

ders its obligations more facred, by giving them
the fan&tion of God. In my opinion, however,
the Chriftian religion, inftead of fupporting

morality renders it weak and precarious. It
cannot poffibly -have any folid foas dation on‘
the commands of 2 "God, who' # c‘hangmg,
pirtial, and capricious, and ordains with the
fam‘e mouth, juftice and m]uﬂ.'xce, cancord and
carnage, toleration and perfecution. It is im-
poflible to follow the precepts of a rational
morality, under the empire of 2 rchgmn,_
which makes a merit of the moft deftructive
zeal, enthyfialm and fanatxcxfm. " A religion,

which commands us to imitate the conduct
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of a defpot who delights to enfnare his crea-
tures, who is implacable in his vengeance, and
devotes to flaming deftruCtion all who have
the misfortune to difpleafe him, is incompati.
ble with all morality. The innumerable
crimes with which the Chriftian, more than
any other religion, has ftafhed itfelf, have al-
ways been committed under the pretext of
pleafing the ferocious God whom the Chrif-
tians have inherited from the. Jews. The mo-
rat charalter of this God, muft of neceffity,
govern the moral conduét of thofe who adore
him. '
"Hence arifes the uaccrtamty of Chhuiftiang,
whethcr it be moft conforn;%/to the fpirit of
perfecutethofewho
differ from them in opinion. The two parties
find themfelves equally authorifed in modes of- "
conduét which are diametrically oppofite. At
one time, Jehovah declares his deteftation of
idolators, and makes it a duty to exterminate
them ; at another time Mofes forbids his peo-
ple to jpeak ill of the God of nations. 'The Son
of God forbids perfecution, after having faid

their religion, to tolerate,or ¢
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that men muft be confrained to enter into Lis
kingdom. Yet, asthe idea of a fevere and
cruel God makes 2 much deeper impreflion
than that of a bounteous one, true Chriftiang
have generally thought it their duty to exert
their zeal again thofe, whom they have fup-
pofed to be enemiestto their God. T hey have
* imagined it impoflible to offend him by efpoi}f-»
ing his caufe with too much ardor, "Toleration
has feldom been practifed, except by indolent
and phlegmatic Chriftians, of a temperament
little analogous to that of the God whom they
Mutt not a true Chriftian, to whofe imifa-
tion the examples of the faingg’and heroes ‘of
the Old- Teftamenit are propofed, bdgpme“’fe-
yovious and fanguinary ? Will he not find mo-
-tives for. cruelty in the condué& of Mofes, who
twice caufed the bleed of Ifrael to fiream, and
immolated to his God more than forty thou-
fand vi@ims ? To juftify his own, will he not
appeal to the perfidious cruglty “of Pbhineas,
Fabel and Fudith? Will he not fee David to
be a monfter of barbarity, adultery, and rebel-
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. liony which neverthelefs does not prevent his
being a man after God’s own heart ? In fhort,®
the whole Bible informs the Chriftian that his
God is delighted with a furious zeal in his fer-
Yice ; and this zeal is {ufficient to clofe his
eyes on every fpecies of crime.

" Let us not, then furprifed to fee Chrxf-
tians inceffantly perfecuting each other. - If
they are at any time tolerant, it is only when
they are themfelves perfecuted, or.too weak
to perfecute others. Whenever they have . .
power they become the terror and deftrution
of each other. Since Chriftianity firftappesred
on earth, its different fects have incéﬂ'&ritly \
quarrelled. They have mutuﬁl]y' exercifed the
moft refined cruelty. Sovereigns, in imitation .
of David, have efpoufed the quarrels of dlfcorr
dant priefts, and ferved God by fire ﬂpd
fword. Kings themfelves have often perifhed
the vi&tims of religious fanatici{m, which tram-
ples on every moral duty in obsdxence to its
God. "

In a word, the religion, wh:ch boafts: of
havg in brought peace on earth and good avill fo-
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wards men, Qas for eighteen centuries cauled
more ravages, and greater effufions of blood,
than 4ll the fuperftitions of Heathenifm. It
has raifed walls of feparation between the ci-
tizens of the fame flate. It has banifhed con-
cord and affe@ion from faniilies. It has made
a duty of injuftice and inhumanity. The fol-
lowers of a God, who was unjuftly offended*at
mankind, became as unjuft as he. The fer-
vants of a jealous and vindiltive God, conceiv~
ed it their duty to enter into his quarrels and
aven'gc'his‘ injuries. Under a God of cruelty,
it was judged meritorious to caufe the ecarth
to echo with groans, and float in blood.
* Suchare the important fervices which the
Chriftian religion has rendered to morality.
Let it not be faid, that, it is thro’ a thameful
abufe of this religion, that thefe horrors have
happened. A Tpitit of perfecution and into-
Yerance is the fpitit of a religion erdained by a
. Gdd, jealous.of his power, a God who has
 formally commanded the commiffion of mur-
- der 3 a God, who, in the excefs of his anger,
has not fpared even his own Son ! The fervant
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of fuch a God, is much furer to, pleafe him by
exterminating his enemies, than. by, permitting
them to offend him in peace. Such a.God
‘muft neceflarily ferve as a pretext to the: moft
deftruétive excefles. A zeal for his glory.is
ufed as a veil to conceal the paflions of all im-
-poftors and fanatics:who pretend to beinterpre-
ters of thé will of heaven ; and'the cnthﬁ,ﬁg&
hopes to wath away the greateft crimes by
bathing his hands in the blood of  the enemies
of‘his God.

By a natural confcqucnce of the fame prm-
&iples, an intolerant religion can.be pnly con-
“ditionaly fubmiffive. o the. authority of tem-
poral {overeigns. - Jews and Chriftians cannot
‘be obedient ta.a temporal government, unlefs

its laws be conformed to the. arbitrary, and. of-
 ten rediculous commands of their . God. . -But
“who- fhall decide whether the laws, : m«zﬁd
advantageous to.fociety,  are conformed ta the
-will'of thisGed ?'Weithont.doubt, . his minil- -
ters, the confidants of his.{ecrets, and interpre- -
ters of his atacles. * Thus, in a Chriflian flate,

‘ N
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the citizens muft be fubject rather to fpirituat
than temporal government, to the prieft ra-
ther than the magiftrate. Hence muft arife
civil war, bloodfhed, profcription, and all
that infpires tlie human breaft with hor-
ror.
Such is the fupport afforded to morality by
areligion, the firft principle of which is”to
admit the God of the Jews, that is, a tyrant,
whofe fantaftic commandsannihilate every rule
neceflary to the tranquil exiftence of fociety.
This God creates juftice and mju{hce, his Su-
‘preme Will changcs good into bad,and vice into
virtue. His caprice overturns the laws, which
- he himfelf had given to nature. He deftroys
at his pleafure, the moral relations among
_ mankind. In his own conduc, he difpenfes
with all duties towards his creatures. He
{&ins to authorife them to follow no certain
‘laws, except thofe prefcribed to them, in dif-
_ ferent circumftances, by the voice of his mi-
nifters and prophets. Thefe, when in power,
preach nothing but fubmiffion. If an attempt
be made to abridge that power, they preach
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arms and rebellion.  Are they weak ? ‘They
preach taleration, patience and meeknefs. Are
they firong ? 'They preach perfecution, ra-
venge, rapine and cruelty. They always®
find in Holy Writ arguments to authorife thefe
different modes of conduét. They find in the
oracles of their juft and immutable God, ar-
guments amply fufficient to juitify altions dia-
metrically oppofite in their pature and eflence.
'To lay the foundation of morality on f{uch a
"God, or open books which contain laws fo con-
tradiftory, is to give it an unftable bafe ; it is
to found it on the caprice of thofe who fpeak
in the name of God; it is to found it on
the temperament of each one of his ado-
rers.
Morality fhould be founded upon invariable
.rules. A God, who deftroys thefe rules,
deftroys his own work.  If God be the e@r
of man, if he intends their happinefs and ‘prc-
fervation, he wonld have them to be juft, hy-
mang, and benevolent, and averfe to injuftice,
fanaticifm and cruelty. . :
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From what has been faid, we may {ee what
we ought to think of thofe divines-who pretend,
that; withiout the Chriftian religion there could
M neither morality. nor virtue: among: man-

-kind. The:converfe:ofithis:propefition would.
much migher approach.thetrath ;. and it might
be muaintained; thatrevery Chriftian. who imi..
tates his: Gedrand pradtifes:all’ his' commands,
mufb receffarily b an. immoral perfon.  If it
be: faid;. that thofe commands are: not: alwaye
unjofty and-that the fcriptures often breathe be

 nevolenes;.. Harmeny; and equity, I anfwers

Cliriftians. mut havean inconftant morality
fometimes good and {ometimes bad, according

“to-ideereft. amd individuals. It appears that
Chriftians muft either be wholly deftitute ef
true morality; or ‘vibrate eomtindally from
virtueto vice, and from vice tovirtue.

‘Tlg: Chriftran religion is but a rotten prop ta
merality, It will not bear examination, and
every. man who difcovers. its. defedts will bew
ready to beligve that the morality founded an
fuch abafis can be only a chimera. Thus we
often behold men, who have couched the neck
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beneath the yoke of religion, break loofe at
once and abandon themfelves to debauchery,
intemperance, and every kind of vice. Efcap-
ing from the flavery of fuperftition, they fly to
complete anarchy, and difbelieve the exiftence
of all moral dutxcs, becaufe they have found
religion to be but a fable. Hence, among
Chriftians, the words infidel and Jibertine have
become fynonymous. All thefe inconvenien-
ces would be avoided, if mankind, :infiead of
being taught a theological, were taught, a natu=
ral morality. Inftead of interdiQting intem-
perance and vice becaufe they are offenfive to
God and religion ; they thould be prevented,
by convincing man that they are deftruétive to
his exiftence, and render him contemptible in
fociety; that they are difapproved and forbid-
den by reafon and nature, who aim at .hi’q;\‘e"
fervation, and dire& him ta take the path that
leads to permanent felicity. ~'Whatever may be
the will of God, and independently of the fu-
ture rewards and punilhments announced by
- teligion, it is eafy to provg to every man, that

it is, in this world, his intereft to preferve his
N2
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health, to refpet virtue, acquire the efteem of
his fellow-creatures,. and, in fine, to be chafte,
temperate, and virtuous. 'Thofe, whofe paffi-
ons will not fuffer them to attend to prin-
ciples fo clear and reafonable, will not be more
docile to the voice of a religion, which they will
ceafe to believe the moment it oppofes their
mifguiding propenfities.

~ Let, then, the pretended advantages, which
~ the Chriftian religion lends morality, be no lon-
gerboafted. 'The principles drawn from reve-
lation tend to its defiruction. We have fre-
quént examples of Chriftian nations, whofe
morals are far more corrupted, than thofe of
people whom they ftyle infidels and heathens.
the former are at leaft, moft fubje to religious
fanaticifm, a pafhon calculated to banifh juftice
and all the focial virtues from fociety.

" Chsiftianity creates intolerants, and perfecu-
tors, who are much mere injurious to foeiety
‘ihan the moft abandoned debauchees. It is,
at Jeaft, certain, that the moft Chriftian na-
tions of furope, are not thofe, where true
o“-qlity is mg't felt and pradifed. In Sgain,
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Portugal and Italy, where the moft fuperftitious
feét of Chriftians has fixed its yelidence, peo-
ple live in the moft fhameful ignorance of
their duties. Robbery, affaffination, debauch-
ery, and perfecution, gre there ,cgmc;d to their
worft extreme 3 and yet gll men are full of re-
ligion.  Few virtuous men exift in thofe
countries. Religion itfelf there becomes an
accomplice to vice, furnifhes crimimls with.
an afylum, and procures to them eafy means
of reconciliation with God. Prefents, prayers,
and ceremonies, there, furnifh mankind with a
* difpenfation from the practice of virtue.

Amongft nations, who boa®™ of poﬁ'cﬂ'mg
Chriftianity in all its purity, religion has fo en-
tirely abforbed the attention of its feQaries,
that morality enters not-into their thought ,
and they think they fulfil all thcxr duues by 3
fcrupulous obfervation of the minptiz of fu—
perftitious ceremonies, whilft they;g;c frangers
to all focial affeGions and ,1ahoi;; _fbr thc dele

tru&ion.of human happinefs.

¥
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CHAPTER XII.
Of the Chriftian Virtues.

WH&T has been faid is fufficient to thew
" what we ought to think of Chriftian morality.

If we examine the virtues recommended in the
Chriftian religion, we find them but illy cal~
culated for mankind. They lift him above
his fphcre, are ufelefs to focicty, and often of
dangerous confequence., In the boafted pre-
cepts, which Jefus Chrift canf to give man-
kind, we ﬁhd Iittle but éxtravagant ma:;ims,

to fociety. In thofe of his precepts that are
~ pra€ticable, we find nothing which was not as
well or better known to the fages of antxquxty, ,
without the aid of revelation.
~ According to the Mefliah, the whole duty
of man confits in loving God above all
things, and his neighbor as himfelf. Is it’
poffible to obey this precept? Can man love a
God above all things, who is reprefented as
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wrathful, capricious, unjuft, and implacable ?
who is faid to be cruel enough to damn his
creatures eternally ? Can man love above all
things, an objeét the moft dreadful that hu-
man imagination could- ever conceive ? Can
fuch an objeck excite in the human-heart-a fen-
timent of love ? How can we love that which
we dread? How can we delightin- the God,
under whofe rod we tremble / Do we not-de« ‘
ceive ourfelves, when we think we lofi¥i bee’
ing, fo terrible, and fo calculated to excite no~
thing but horror *? - . i o
Is it even praQlicable for mankind to Tove
their neighbours asthemfelves ? Every manna-
turally loves himfelf in- preference to all
others, He loves his follaw-creatures only-
in proportion as they contribute to his happie--
nefs. He exercifes virtue in doing good to his.
neighbour, He adts'generoufly when he fan
crifices his felf love to his love for another..

* Sencca fapss with much tryth, that a man, of
Jenfe cannot fear the Gods, becaufe no man can love
what he foars. De Benef 4. The Bible fays, the
JSear of the Lord'is the beginning of wifdam, F think
it rather the beginning of folly. ) o
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Yet he will never love his fellow-creatures but
for the ufeful qualities he finds in them. He
can love them no farther than they are known
to him, and his love for them muft ever be .
governed by the good he receives from them.

To love one’s enemies is then impoflible.
A man may abftain from doing evil to the
perfon by whom he is injured ; but love is an
affetion which can be excited ig our hearts
only by an object which we fuppofed friendly
to us. Politic nations, who have enacted juft
and wife laws, have always forbidden indivi-
duals to revenge, or do juftice to themfelves.
A fentiment of generofity, of greatnefs of
foul or heroifm, may induce mankind to do
good to thofe ftom whom they fuffer’ m_]unes.
By fuch means they exalt themfelves above
their enemies, and may even change the dif-
pofition of their hearts, Thus, without hav-
ing recourfe to a fupernatural morality, we
¥eel that it is our intereft to ftifle in our hearts
the luft of revenge. Chriftians may, thére-
fore, ceafe to boaft the forgivenefs of injuries,
a3 a precept that could be given only BI their
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God, and which proves the divine origin of
their morality. Pythagoras, long before the
time of Chrift, had faid, /et men revenge them-
Jelves upon their enemies, only. by labouring te
convert them into friends. Socrates taught that
it was not lawful for a man, who bad received
an infury, torevenge it by doing another injury.

- Chrift muft have forgotten that he fpoke to
men, when, in order to conduét them to per-
fetion, he commanded them to abandon their
poffeflions to the avidity of the firft who -
fhould demand themj; to turn the othe
cheek to receive a new infult; to oppofe no .
refiftance to the moft outrageous violence ; to
renounce the perifhable riches of this world ;
- to, forfake houfes, pofleflions, relations, and
friends to follow himj and to reject even
the moft innocent pleafures. Wha does not
fee, in thefe fublime precepts, the language of
enthufialm and hyperbole ? Are'not they cal-
culated to difcourage man, and throw him jn- -
to defpair ? If literally pratifed, would they
ot prove ruinowus to fociety ?

£ e e
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‘What fhall we fay -of -the morality, which
commands the human heart to' detach itfelf
from objects which reafon commands it to
‘love? When we refufe the bleflings offered
- us by nature, do ‘we not defpife - the benefacs
tions of the One Supreme ? What real good
¢an refult to fociety from the melancholy and
“feroclbus  virtues, which Chriftians - confider
“iridifpenfible 7 Can a man continue ufeful to
“fociety, when his mind is perpetually agitated
with imaginary terrors, gloomy ideas, and
“black inquieutudes, which incapacitate him for
the performarice of his duties to his family,
his country, and' mankind ? If the Chriftian
“adhere frictly to the gloomy principles of his
" religion, muft- he not become equally infup-
portable to himfelf, and thofe by whom he is
fuirrounded ?

. It cannet be faid, that, in gcnc’fa], fanati.
cifm and’ enthufiafm - are the bafes of the
‘morality of Chrift. The virtues, -which he
recommends, tend to render men unfocial, to
plunge them inta melancholy, and often to
render them injurious totheir fellow-creatures.
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Among human beings, human virtues are
neceffary 3 Chriftian virtues are not calculat-
ed on the fcale of real life. - Society_has need
of real virtues, from which it may derive
cnergy, aclivity, and fupport. Vigilance, la-
bor, and affetion, are neceflary to families.
A defire of enjoying lawful pleafures, and
angmenting the fum of their happinefs, is ne-
ceflary to all mankind. The Chriftian reli-
gion is perpetually bufied in degrading ‘man-
kind by threatening them with difmaying ter-
rors, or diverting them with frivolous hopes ;
fentiments equally proper to turn them from
their true duties. If the Chriftian literally
obey the precepts of his legiflator, he will ever
be either an ufelefs or injurieus member of fo.

ciety *.

Noteithflanding the eulogies lavifbed by Chriffians
on the precepts of their divine mafler, forme of them ave
wholly contrary to aguity .and right reafon. When
Fefus fays, make to yourfelves friends in heavea’
with the mammon of unrighteoufnefs, does be not
Plajnly infinuate, that awe may take from others
wherewithal to give alms to the poor ? Divines awill
Jay that e [poke in parables; thefe parables are,
 bowevery eafily unfolded. In the mean time, this

Q
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“What real advantage can mankind derive
- -From thofe ideal virtues, which Chriftians
ftyle evangelic, divine, &c. and which they pre-
fer to the*focial, humane and ' fubftantial vire
" tues, and without which they pretend no man
cin pleafe God, or enter into his glory ? Let
us examine thofe boafted virtues in detail.
Let us fee of what utility they are to fociety,
and whether they trulg merit the preference
which is given them, to thofe which are
pointed out by reafon as neceflary to the wel-
fare of mankind. :

The firft of ‘the Chriftian virtues is faith,
thich ferves as a foundation for all the others.
It confifts in an impoffible conviction of the
revealed doétrines and abfurd fables ‘which

* the Chriftian religion commands its difciples

precept is but too avell Sollowed.  Many Chriftians
cheat and fawindle during all their lives to bawve the
pleafure of making donatians at their deatly tochurches,
monafleries, & c.—The Meffiab, at another time,
treated bis mother, awbe with parental folicitude was
Jeeking him, extremely ill. He commands bis difeiples
to fleal an afs.  He drowns an herd of fwine, e,
It muft be confeffed, thefe things do not agree extremely
awali with good morality, '
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to believe. Hence it appears that this vlrug
exadts a total renuneiation of reafon, and ime
practicable affent to improbable falls, and a
blind fubmidion to the authority @f priefls,

who are the only guarantees of the truth of

the dolrines and miracles that every Chriltian

.muft believe under penalty of damaation.
"This virtue, although neceffary to all man-

kind, is neverthelefs, a gift of heaven, and

the effedt of a fpecial gface. It foxbfds at

-doubt and enquiry ; and it deprives man of
the liberty of exercifing his reafon and reflexi-
on. Itreduees him to the paffive acquiefcence
of bealts in matters which he is, at the fame
time, told are of all things mé)ﬁ irp;ﬁortant to
his eternal happinefs. Hence it is plain, that
faith is a viriue invented by men, who {hrink-
ing from the light of reafon, dece;vgd their
fellow-creatures, to fubject them te thcn' own
authority, and degraded them that they might
exercife an empire over them. If faith be a

virtue, it is certainly ufeful only to the fpma- '

tual guides of the Chriftians ; 3 for they alone

gather its fruits. It- cannot but be imjuricus =

FO 3

&
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6 other saen, who are taught by it to defpife
that reafon, which diftinguithes them from
brutes, and is their only faithful guide in this
“world. ‘«Chriftians, however, reprefent this

' reafon as perverted and an unfaithful ‘guide ;

_by which they feem to intimate that it was not
‘made for reafonable beings. May we not, how-
cver, afk them how far this renunciation of
reafon ought to be carried ? Do not they them-
felves, in certain cafes, have recourfe to rea-
fon ? Do they not appeal to reafon, when they

~endeavour to prove the exiftence of their God ?.

Be this as it may, it is an abfurdity to fay
we believe that, of which we have no concep-
fion, 'What; then, are the motives of the
Chiiftian,’ for pretendmg fo fuch a belief ?
His confidence in ‘his fpiritual guides. But
what is the foundation of this confidence ?
R;évelation. On what, then, is Revelation
itlelf founded ? On the authority of {piritual
: gmdes. Such is the manner in which Chrifli-
ansreafon. Theirarguments infavor of faith

are c_oz,ppnfed in the following fentence. - To .

belicve-oiir veligion it is neceffary to have faith,
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and  to have faith, you mufl believe in gur r¢lis
gion. Or,itis neceffary to have faith alread}.',
in order to believe in the neceflity of faith.*
The phantom Faith, vanifhes at the ap»
proach of the fun of reafon. It cin never
fuftain a calm examination.  Hence, it arifes,”
that certain Chriftian aiyines are fo. much at
enmity with fcience. The founder of their
religion decla;cd, that his law was made for
ignorant men and children, TFaith is the ef-
fect of a grace which God feldom grants to
enlightened petfons, who are actuftomed to
confult their reafon. It is adapted only to the
minds of men, who are incapable of reflexi-

* Many divines have maintained, that fajth
aithout works is fufficient for falvation. This is
the wvirtue, which is, in generaly moff cried up by
them. It is, at leaft, the one moff ncceffary.to their
exiftence. It is not, thercfore, furprifing that they
bave endeavoured tr ¢fablifh it by fire and fword.
1t was for the fupport of faith that the Inquifition
burned beretics and Fews. Kings and priefls per.
Jecute, for the eftablifpment of faith. -C/Jrg'/lia‘m hagy
defiroyed thofe awho were deflisute of faith, in opder
to demonfirate 10 them their error. O, wong ..
wirtue, and worthy of the God of mervies ! Hy, .
niflers punifh mankind, when he refafes they G,

grace-111
: 0z
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on, rendered infane by enthufiafm, or invin-
cibly attached to the prejudices of childhood.
Science muft ever be at enmity with this reli-
gion ; for in proportion as citfer of them
gains ground the other muft lofe.

Another Chriftian virtue, proceeding from
the former, is Hope. Founded “on' the flat-
tering promifes, given by this religion to thofe
who render themfelves wretched in this life,
it feeds their enthufiafm. It induces them.
firmly to ‘believe that God will reward, in °
heaven, their gloowinefs, inutility, indolence,
prayers, and deteftation of pleafures on earth.
How cana man, who, being intoxicated with
thele pompous  hopes, become indifferent to
his ewn, happinefs, concern himfelf with that
of his fellow-creatures ? 'The Chriltian be-
lieves thathe pleafes his God by rendering him-
felf miferable in this life; and,\ however flat-
. tering his hopes may be for the future, they
are here empoifoned by she 'idea of a jealbus
God, who commands hxm to work out his
own’ falvation with fear and tremblmg, and
who will plange Lim into eternal terture, if
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he for a moment has the weaknels to be a
man. : .

Another of the Chriftian virtues is Charity.
It confifts in‘foving God and our neighbour.
‘We have always feen how difficult, not to fay
impo(ﬁblé, it is, to feel {entiments of ten-
dernefs for any being whom we fear. It will
undoubtedly be faid, that the fear of Chrifti-
ans is a Alial fear. But words cannot change
' the effence of things. Fear is a paflion, total-
ly oppofite to love. A fon, who fears the an-
ger, and dreads the éaprices of a father, can
never love him fincerely. 'The love, there-
fdre, of a Chriftian to his God, can never be
true.  In vain he endeavours to feel {entiments
of tendernefs for a rigorous mafter, at whofe
-idea his heart fhrinks back in terror. He can
never love him but as a tyrant, to whom his
mouth renders the homage that his heart re-
fufes. ‘The devotee is not honeft-to himfelf,
when he pretends to love his God. His af;
fe€tion is a diffembled homage, like that which
men are forced to render to certain inhuman
defpots, who, wlule they t‘read thcn: fubjeéts
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in the duft, demand from them the exterior
marks of attachment. If fome temder minds,
by force of illufion, fecl fentiments of divine
Jove, it is then a myftic and romantic paflion,
produced by a warm temperament, and an
ardent imagination, which prefent their God
to them dreffed in fmiles, with all his imput-
ed faults concealed.t+ The love of God is

not the Jeaft incomprehenfible myftery of this

religion.

Charity, confidered as the love of mankind,
is a virtuous and neceflary difpofition. It then
becomes no more than that tender humanity
which attaches us to our fellows, and inclines
us to love and aflit them. But how fhall we
reconcile this attachment with the commands

+ Itis an ardent and tender temperament that pro-
duces myflic devotion. Hyfierical awomeny are thofe
who commonly love God with moff vivacity, they love
kbim to difiradtion, as they would love o man.  Fn me-
ng}lfric.r, particulorly Ste, Therefe, Madeleine dr
Pazzy, Marie 4 la coque 5 moft of the deveices are
of this defcription.  Their imaginations grow wild,
 and they give to their God, whem they paint in the

moft captivating colours, that tendernefs which they
are not permitted to beflow on beirgs of their oawn [pe-
cies. - It requires a firong imuginution to be fmitten
with an okjed unknvwn. ’ o
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of a jealous God, who would have us to love
none but himfelf, and who cameto feperate the
friend from the friend, and thé fon from the
father ? According to the precepts of. the
gofpel it would be criminal to offer. God an
heart fhared by an earthly obje&. It would
- be ‘idolatry thus to confound the crea-
ture with the Creater.  And further, how can
the Chriftian love beings who continually of-
fend his God ? Beings who would continually
betray himfelf into offence?’ How can
he love finners ? Experience teaches 'us
- that the devout, obliged by pnnc1ple to hate
themfclvcs, have very. little more 3fféckion for
others. " If this be not the cafe, they have not
arrived at the perfection of divine love. We
do not find that thofe, who are fuppofed to
love the. Creator moft ardently, fhew much afe
fection for his creatures. On the contrary,
‘we fee them fill with bitternefs all who fur-
roundthem; theycriticife with feverity the faults
of others, and make it a crime to fpeak of hu~
man frailty with indulgence * A fincere

*. Divotees-are. generally confidered as fcourge.r of 4}
leciety. A devou: weman has. leldom the falent of .
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love for God muft be accompanied with zeal.
A true Chriftian muft be enraged when he
fees his God offended. He muft arm himfelf
with a juft ind holy feverity to reprefs the of-
fenders. He muft have an ardent defire to
cxtend the émpire of his religion, A zeal,
originating in this divine Jove, has been the
fource of the terrible perfecutions of which
Chriltians have fo often been guilty. Zeal
produces murderers as well as martyrs. It is
this zeal that prompts intolerant man to wreft
the thunder from the hand of the Moft High,
to avenge hitn of his enemies. It is this zeal
that caufes members of the fame ftate, and the
fame family, to deteft and torment each other
for opinions, and pu‘qr)iléxcere‘monies, which
they are led to efteem as of the laft importance.
Itis this zeal that has a thoufand times kindled
thofe religlous wars fo remarkable for their

conciliating the love of ker bufband and bis domeflics.
A gloomy and melancholy religion cannot render its
difciples wery amiable. A fad and fallen monarch
mufl bave fad and fullen fubjedts.  Chrifiians have
Judicicufly remarked, that Jelus Chrift wept, but
never fmiled.
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atrocity. Finally, it is this zeal for religion
which juftifies culumny, trcafon, carnage, and,
in fhort, the diforders moft fatal to fociety.
It has always been confidered as lawful to em-
ploy artifice, falfehood, and force, in fup'l)oxjt
of the caufe-of God. The moft- choleric and
corrupted men are commonly the moft zeal~
ous. Theyhope, that for the fake of theiif
zeal, Heaven will pardon the depravity of their
manners, be it ever fo exceffive.

It is from an effect of the fame zeal that
enthufiaftic Chriftians fly over every fea
and continent, to extend the empire of their
God and ~make new profelyies;] Stimulated
by this zeal, miflionaries go to trouble the re-
pofe of what they eall heathen nations, whilft
they would be aftonithed and enraged to find
miflionaries from thofe nations endeavouring
to propagate a new religion in their country. *

* - . L

POk bl vyl Cayk 7
Jfend miffionaries to their natton. The revolts excitedby
the Fefuits in. Fapan aud Ethiopia are well knoan.

- A holy miffionary has been heard tq fay, that without
mufkets, miffonaries could never make profelytes,
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‘When thefe propagators of the faith have had
power - in their hands, they have excited the
moft horrid rebellions ; and have, in conquer-
'~ ed countries, exercifed cruelties calculated on-
ly to render the God deteftable, whom théy
pretended to ferve. They have thought that .
men who had fo long been 'ﬁrangere to their
God could be little better than beafts ; and,
therefore, judged it lawful to exercife every
kind of violence over them. In the eyes of
a Chriftian an infidel is feldom worthier than
a dog. :

It is apparently in imitation of the Jews
that Chriftian nations have ufurped the pof-
Tfeffions of ‘the inhabitants of the new world.
TheCaftilians and Portuguefehad thefame right
“to thepofleflion of America and Africa,that the
Hebrews had to make themfelves mafters of
the land of Canaan, and exterminate its inha-
bitants, or reduce them to flavery. Have not
Popes arrogated the right of difpofing of dif-
. tant empires to their favorite Monarchs in Eu-
rope.? Thefe manifeft violations of the law
of nature and of natiens appeared juft to thofe
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Chriftian princes, in favour of whom religion
fancified avarice, cruelty, and ufurpation. *
Humility is, alfo, confidered by Chriftians
as a fublime virtue, and of ineftimable value.
No fupernatural and divine revelations are ne-
ceflary to teach us that pride does not become
man, and that it renders him difagreeable to
- others. All muft be convinced, on a moment’s
reflection, that arrogance, prefumption, and
vanity, are difgufting and contemptible quali-
ties. But Chriftian humility is carried to 2
more refined extreme. The Chriftian muft
renounce his reafon, mifkruft his virtures, re- 4
fufe to do juftice to his own good actions, and
reprefs all felf cfteem, however well merited.
Whence, it appears, that this pretended virtue,

v ® St Auguflin fays, that of right divine, all things
belong 10 the jufl. A maxim which is frinded on @
pafage in the Bfalms, which fays, the juft fhall eat the
Sfruit of the labour cf the unrighteous.” It i known
that the Pope, by a bull given in favour of the bings
of Caflile, Arragon, and Portuga!,bﬁxed the line of
demarcation which awas to rule the conguefis which
each had gained over the Infidels.  After fa/a"b prins
viples, is not the whole carth te becoge a prog to
Ghriftian 1apacity 2 : S
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only degrades and debafes man in his own
eyes, deprives him of all energy, and ftiffles in
him every defire of rendering himfelf uféful
to focitty. . To forbid mankind to efteem
themfelves and merit the efteem of others, is
to break the only powerful firing that inclines
“them to fudy," induftry, -and nobleactions.
*This Chriftian virtue is calculated only to en-
. der’ them abjet flaves, wholly ufelefs to the
‘world, and'make all virtue give place'in them,
. to a blind fubmiffion to their fpiritual guides.
Let us not be furprifed, that a religion which
boaﬂs of “beirlg fupernatural {fhould endeavour
to unnaturalize man. This religion, in the
"deliriumi of its enthufiafm, forbids mankind to.
love themfelvés. It commands them to hate
pleafures and court grief.” It makes a
"metit of all voluntary evils they do unto them-
felves. Hence thofe aufterities and penances
fo deftructive to health; Thofe extravagant
mortifications, cruel privations, and gradual
fuicides, by which fanatic Chriftians think
they merit heaven. It muft be confefled, al}
Chriftians do not .feel themfelves capable of
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fuch marvellous perfections, but all belicve
themiclves more -or lefs obliged ‘mortify
the flefh, and renounce the bleflings prepared
for them by a bounteous God, who they fup,
pole, offers his good things only that they
may be refufed, and would be offended thould
his creatures prefume to touch them.

Reafon cannot approve virties which are.
deftruéive to ourfelves, nor admita God who.
is delighted 'when mankind render themfelves
miferable,:and voluntarily fubmiit tb: torments:
Reafon and experience, without the aid of
fuperftition, are fufficient.to prove, that pa&
fions and pleafures, puthed  to excefs, deftroy
us ; and that the abufe of the beft things be-

comes a real evil. Nature herfelf inculcates -

upon us the privarion of things which prove
injurious to us. A being, folicitous for . ‘his
own prefen ation, muft reftrain’ xrmgular g:o«
penfities, and fly whatever tends to’his de-
ftruction. It is plain, that by the Chrxfhan re-
ligion, fuicide is, at leaft, indiretly authqnfed

It was in confequence of -thefe fanatical - -
Adcas, that, in the earlicft ages of Chriftianity, =
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- the forefts and defarts were peopled with per-
fect Chriftians, who, by flying from the world,

left their families deftitute of fupport, and

th\ir'country, of citizens, to abandon them-

felves to an idle and contemplative life. Hence.

thofe legions. of monks and cenobites, who,

under the flandards of different enthufiafls,

have enrolled themfelves into a -militia, bur-
thenfome and injurious to - fociety. They

thought to merit: heaven, by burying talents,

which might be fetviceable to their fellow-ci~

tizens, and vowing a life of indolence and ccli-

bacy. Thus, in nations which are.the moft faith~
ful to Chriftianity, a multitude of men ren~

der themfelves ufelefs and wretched all their

lives, What heart is fo hard as to refple a
tear to the lot of the }xaplefé vi&ims taken

from that enchanting fcx which was deftined

to . give ‘happincfs to our own ! Unfortunate

dufcs of youthful enthufialm, or facrificed to

the ambitious views-of imperious families,

" they are forever exiled from the world! They

are bound by rafh oaths to unending ﬂayciy. "
“and mifery. Engagements, contradicted by
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every precept of nature, force them to pevpetugt

virginity. Itis in vain that riper feelings foon~

er or later, warm their breafts, and«make them
groan under the weight of ‘their -imprudent
vows. 'They regret their volimtary fteriliey,
and find themf{clves forgotten in foeiety. < Cut
off from their families, and fubjeéted to trou-
blefome and defpotic goalers; *fhc"y”ﬁnkvf info
life of difguft, of bitternéfs ard tears:* Tn
fine, thus exiled from”* feczety, thus ‘unrelated
and unbeloved;” there otily Yedfainst for theth
the fhocking confolation of feducing othér vict
tims to thare with them the torments of their
folitude and mm'txﬁcatxoﬂs. AR

~ The -Chriftian’ religion ' fdéms ‘to havé in-
dertaken to combat nature and reafon in es?cry
thing.  If it admits - fome vntues,‘approved
by reafon, it always carries them to'a viciou¥
CXCefs It never obferves t‘hat Juﬁ; méaq,
and fhameful pleafures will be avoxded by
every man, who is defirous of hxs owii pre-
fervatxon, ahd the eﬂeem of his fellow—nrea-

sives. The heathéns Lnew and taught tlus
P2
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truth, nétwith{tanding the depravity of morals

with which they are reproachied by Chriftians.*

The church even tecommends celibacy as a-
ftate of perf’e&ion,' and confiders the natural

tie of marriage as an approach to fin. God,

however, declares in Genefis, that it is not -
good for man to be alone. He alfo formally
commanded 2all creatures to increafe and mul-

tiply. His fon, in the golpel, comes to an-

nul thofe laws. . He teaches that, to attain to

perfeftion, it is neceffary to avoid marriage,

and refift the ftrongeft defire with which the

breaft of man is infpired ; that of perpetuating

his_exiftence, by a pofterity, and providing

fupports.for his old age and infirmities,

* Ariflotle and Epidetus recommended Chaflity
of fpeech. Menander faid that a good man could
newer confent to debauch a virgin or commit adultery.
Tibullus faid, calta placent fupetis. Mark Anto-
ny thanks the Gods, that ke had preferved his chaf-
tity in bis youth. The Remans made laws againf?
adultery,  Father Tackard informs us, that the
Siamans forbids not only difbonefl adlions, but alfo
impure-thoughts and defires. Whence, if appears, that

- chaflity and purity of manners were eficemed even be-
Jore the Chriffian religian exifted. .
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If we confult reafon, we find, that ‘thf: plea-
fures of love are always injurious when taken
in excefs ; and that they are always criminal
when they prove ‘injurious. We fhall ‘per-
ceive, that to debanch a woman is to condemn
her to diftrefs and infamy, and annihilate to-
her all the advantages of fociety ; that adul-
tery is deftruétive to the greateft fel‘i'cit‘y of °
human life, conjugal union. Hence, we fhall
be convinced, that marriage, being the only
means of fatisfying our defire of increafing
the {pecies and prdviding filial fupports, is &
ftate far more refpetable and-.‘facred, than
the deftru&tive celibacy, and ‘vbluntary cafs
tration, recommended as a virtue by the
Chriftian religion. '

Nature, or its author, mv:tes man, by the
attraCtion of pleafure,. to mul;xply h:mfelf
He has unequivocally declared, that ‘women -
are neceffary to men, Experience fhéws, that
they are formed for fociety, not folclf for
the purpofe of a tranfient pleafure, but to
give mutual afliftance in the misfortunes of
life, to produce and educate children, form
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them into citizens, and provide in them fup-
port for themfclves in old age. In giving
man fuperior ftrength, nature has pointed out
his duty of labouring for the fuppert of his fa-’
mily ; the weaker organs of his. compamons,.
are deftined to funttiens, lefs violent, but
not: lefs neceflary. In: giving her a foul morg
foft and fenfible, nature has, by a tender fen-
timent, attached her more particularly to her
children. Such are the fure bands, which the
Chriftian religion would tear afunder. Such
’ the blqﬂihgs it would wreft from man, while
it fubftitutes in their place an unnatural celi-
bacy, which renders man felfith and ufelefs,
depopulates fociety, and which can be ad-
vantageous only to the odxous palicy of {fomz
Chriftian priefis, who feparating from their,
feIlow-citi?ens,, have formed a deftrulive bo-
dy, which eternalizes itfelf without pofterity.
Gens weterna in qua nemo nafcitur.

~I£,this religion has permitted marriage to
fome, fects, who have not the temerity to foar
to-the higheft pinnacle of perfetion, it feems
tohave fufficiently punithed themfor this indul-
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gence, by the unnatural fhackles it has fixed
on the connubial ftate. Thus, among them,
we fee divorce forbidden, and the moft wretch-
ed unions indiffoluble.  Peérfons once marri-
ed, are forced to groan under the weight of
wedlock, cten when affeltion and efteem
are dead, and the place of thefe effentials to
¢onjugal happinefs, is fupplied by hatred and
contempt. Temporal laws alfo, confpiring
with religion, forbid the wretched prifoners
to break théir chains. It feems as if the
Chriftian religion exerted all its powers to
make us view marriage with difguft, and give
the preference to a ceﬂbacg whxch is pregn:mt
with debauchcry, adultery, "3 diffolution.
Yet the God of the Hebrews made divorce
lawful, and I know not by what right’his
fon, who came to accomplifh the law bf’Mé—
fes, revoked an indulgence'fo reafonablé. -
Such are the perfections which Chrx{hant?y'
inculcates on her children, and fuch the vir-
tues fhe prefers to thofe which are contemp-
tuoufly ftyled: human virtues. She even rejelts
thefe, and calls them falfe and finful, becaule
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their poflefflors are forfooth, not filled with
fatth. What! the virtues of Greece and
Rome, fo amiable, and fo heroic, were
they not true virtues ? If juftice, humanity,
generofity, temperance and patience be not
virtues, to what can the name be given ?
and are the virtues lefs becaufe profefled by
heathens? Are not the virtues of Socratey,

ato, ‘Ep‘i&etus, -and ‘Antonine; real, and
preferable to the zeal of the Cyrills, the ob-
Rmacy of Athanafius, thc ufeleflnefs of An-
‘thony, the rebellion of Chryfoftom, the fero-
ity ‘of Pomini¢, and” the meanefs of Francis ?

Al the virtues admitted by Chriftians, are
either -overftrained, and fanatic; tending to
render'man ufelefs, abje&, and miferable, or
obftinate, haughty, cruel, and deftrudltive to
fociety. - Such are the effle@s of a religion,
which, contemuing the earth, hefitates not
to overwhelm it with trouble, provided it
ihereby heightens the triumph of its God over
his enemies. No true morality can ever be
compatible with fuch a religion.
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CHAPTER XIIL

Gf the Praitice a}zd Duties of f/):n C/Jrg'/:’iaé ea

IIS tD"

IF the Chriftian virtues be def’ututc af fohdx-
ty, and produce no effect whxch reafon can ap-
prove, we fhall find nothing mere eftimable’
in 2 multitude of i incommodious, ufelefs, and -
often dangerous practices, which Chrifliang
confider as their facred duties,.and. by means
of which they are confident of obtaining the
pardon and favors of God and an eternal
abode with him in unfpeakable glory and fe-:
licity.

The firft and moft effential duty of thfr
tians is prayer. ‘To continual prayer their re-
ligion attaches its felicity. ‘Their God, whom
they {uppole to be overflowing with bounty,, ~
refufes to beftow his bleflings unfolicited. He

 grants them only to importunity Senfible to

y 1 NP

uatiery, like the ngs of the cartn, he exacis
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an etiquette, and hears no petitions unlefs they

are prefented in a certain form., 'What fhould

we fay of a father, who, knowing the wants of
his children, fhould refufe to give them necef-

fary food until wearied out with fervent fup-
plications ? But, in another view, does it

imply miftruft of the wildom of God to

prefcribe rules for his conduét? Does it

not imply a doubt of his immutability, to bes
lieve he can be prevailed on by his creatures

to alter his defigns ? If he knows all things,

what need is there of continually informing
bhim what are the difpofitions and defires
of his fubje€ts? If he is almighty, how
can he be flatered with the fubmiffions,
adorations, and formalities with which Chrif-
tians proftrate themfelves before him ?

In one word, prayer fuppofes a capricious
Ged, deficient in memory, voracious of praife,
fond of fecing his creatures abafed in the duft,

.8nd anxious to receive at every inftant the
moft abje€t marks of their fubmiffion.

Can thefe ideas, borrowed from earthly
princes, be with propriety applicd fo an omni-
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potent Being, who created the univerfe for
" man » and defires'only that he fhould be happy?
Cém it be fuppofed that fucha Being, without
e?;‘ml and without rival, fhould be jealous of
his éYoTry ? Can the prayers of man add glory
to a Being beyond comparifon {uperior to all
others Cannort Chriftians fee, that, in endea-
vouring to honor and exalt their God they on-
ly degrade and debafe him ? ‘
+ It is alfo the opjnion of Chriftians, that the
prayers of one man may be ferviceable to others.
Partial to his favourites, God hears petitions
only from their lips. He liftens not to his
people, unlefs their prayers be offered up te
him through his minifters, He becomes 3
fultan, acceflible only to his minifters, vifirs,
eunuchs, .and the women of his Seraglio.
Hence the millions of priefts and cenobites,
who have no, bufinefs on earth, but to raife
their idle hands to heaven, and pray night and
day for its bleflings on fociety; Nations pay
dearly for thefe important fervices, and thefe
pious impoftors live in fplendor and eafe, while
real merit,Jabour and induftry languithin mifery,
- Q
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Under the pretence of devoting himfelf to
prayer and other ceremonies of his worthip,
the Chriftian, particularly, in fome of the more
~ fuperflitious fects, is obliged to remain idle,

and ftand with arms acrofs during a great part
of the year. He is perfuaded that he honors
God by his inutility. Feafts and fafts, mul-
tiplied by the intereft of priefts and the credu-
“ lity of the people, often fufpend for long inter-
vals the labours neceffary to the fubfiftence of
fociety. Men fly to temples to pray when they
fhould flay at home and cultivate their fields.
There their eyes are fed with childith ceremo-
nies, and their ears are filled with fables and
doctrines, of which they can comprehend no-
thing. This tyrannical religion makes it a
crime for the poor labourer to endeavour, dur-
ing confecrated days, to procure fubfiftence for
a numerous and indigent family. And civil
authority in concert with religion, punifhes
thofe who have the audacity to earn bread in~
ftead of praying or being idle.
Can reafon fubfcribe to the ridiculous obh-
gation of abftaining from eertain aliments and
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meats which is impofed by fome fedts - of
Chriftians ? In confequence of thefe laws,
people, who Tive by their labour, are forced to
_content themfelves, during long ' intervals,
with  dear and unwholefome provifions,
more proper to generate dlfeafe than repair
ftrength.

‘What abject and ridiculous ideas muft they
entertain of God who believes he can be of-
fended by the quality of the food that enters
into the ftomachs of his creatures! Heaven,
however, for a certain fum of money becomes
fometimes more accommodating. Priefts have
been continually bufied in ftraitening the path
of their feCtaries, .that they might tranfgrefs
. ‘more frequently.s dnd that the revenue arifing
- from their tranfgreffions: might thys' become
more ample. All things,even fin itfelf, among
Chriftians, contribute to the proﬁt of ‘the
priefts. -

. No religion ever placed its feQaries in
more complete and continual dependance on’
priefts, than the Chriftian. Thofe harpies ne-
ver lofe fight of their préy. They take infalli-
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ble meafures for fubjeting mankind, and
making all contribute to their power, riches,
and dominicn. Having affumed the office of
amediator between the heavenly monarch and
his fubje@s, thefe priefts were looked upon as
courtiers in favour, minifters commiflioned
to exercife power in his name, and fayourités
to whom he could refufe nothing. Thus

- they became abfolute mafters of the deftiny of
the Chriftians. They gained eftablifhments
and rendered themfelves neceffary by the in-
trodudtion of innumerable practices and du-
ties, which, though puerile and ridiculous,
they had the addrefs to make their flocks look
upon as mdlfpcnfably necefary to their falva-
tion. They reprefented e omiffion of thefe
pretended duties as a crime infinitely greater
than an epen violation of all the laws of mora-
hity and reafon.

Let us not then be furprized, that, in themoft
zealous, that is to fay the moft fuperftitious
felts, we fee mankind perpetually infefted with
priefts. Scarce are they born, when under
the pretext of wathing away original fin, their
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priefts impofe on them a mercenary baptifm,
and pretend to reconcile them with a God
whom they have as yet been unable to offend.
By means of a few words and magical cere-
monies they are thus fnatched from the do-
minion of Satan. From the tendereft infancy
their education is frequently entrufted to priefts,
-whofe principal care is to inflil into them
early the prejudices as neceflary to the views
ef the ehurch. Terrors are now introduced into
their minds which increafe during their ‘whole
lives. They are inftruéted in the fables, abfurd
do€trines, and incomprehenfible myfteries of
‘marvellous religion. In one word, they. are
formed into fuperftitious Chriftians, andgen-
dered incapable of being ufeful citizens oren-
hghtemzd men. Only one thing is reprefent-
ed to them as neceffary, which is te be in all
things devoutly fubmiffive to his religion.
< Be devbut,” fay his teachers, ¢ be blind,
defpife thy reafon, attend to heaven, and ne-
glect earth, this is all thy God demands to cons
dudt thee to eternal fchmty

Q2
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"T'o maintain the abje¢t and féna;ic ideas,
with which the prieft has filled his pupils in

_ their childhood, he commands them to come ’
frequently and depofite in his bofom their hid-
.den faults, their moft fecret aélioms and
thoughts.” .He obliges them to humiliate
themfelves at his feet, and render homage to
his power. He frightens the criminals, and
_afterwards if they are judged worthy, he recon-
ciles them to God, who on the command of
. his ‘minifters remits their fins. , The Chriftian
fects that admit this practice, boaft of it as ex-
tremely ufeful in regulating the manners and
reftraining the paffions of men; but experi-
oHE. Proves, that the countries in which this
ufg is moft faithfylly obferved, are. di-
ftinguithed “rather for the diffolution than
the purity of their manners. By fuch eaf}
expiations - they are  only emboldened in
vice. The lives of Chriftians are circles of
fucceflive offences and gonfeflions.  The
prieftheod reap the profit of this praltice by
means of which they exercife an abfolute do-
minion over the confciences of mankind.
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How great muft be the power of ‘an order of

“ men who pofle(s all the fecrets of families, can
kindle at pleafure the deftructive flame of
fanatici{m, and open or thut the gates of
heaven !

‘Without the confent of his pneﬂ:s,the Chrif-
tiar cannot participate the knowledge of the-
-myfteries of his religion, from which they have
a right to exclude him entirely. This priva-
tion, however, he has no great teaqu to la- "
ment. Butthe anathemasor excommunica-
tions of the priefts generally do a real mifchief
‘to mankind. Thefe fpiritual punifhments pro~
duce temporal effects, and every citizen who
incurs the difgrace of the churchis in danger
of that of the government, and becomes odious

’ “to his fellow-citizens.

* We have already remarked that priefts have
taken upon themfelves the management of
marriages, 'Without their confent, a Chriftian
cannot become a father. He muft firft fubmit
to the capricious formalities of his. religion,
without which his children muft be excluded
from the rank of citizens. '
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During all his life, the Chriftiag is obliged
to aflift in the ceremonies of worfhip undet
the direction of his priefts. When he has
-performed this 1mportant duty, he “efteems
himfelf the favorite of God, and perfuades .
- himfelf that he no longer owes any thing to
fociety. Thus frivolous pra&ices take place
-of morality, which is always rendered fubordi-
-nate to religion. -

* When 'death approaches, the Chriftian,
~ftretched in agony on his bed, is ftill affailed
in thofe diftrefsful moments by priefts. In
.-fome feéls, religion feems to have been in-
'vented to render the bitter death of man ten
‘thoufand, times more bitter. A malicious
‘priefl comes to the couch of the dying man,
and holds before him the fpeftacle of his ap- -
‘proaching end, arrayed in more than all its ter-
rors.  Although this cuftom s deftructive to
citizens, it js extremely profitable to the
priefthood, * who owe much of thelr riches to
legacies procured by it. Morality is not quite

% In Catholic countries.
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1o highly advantaged by it. Experience proves,
that moft Chriftians live in fecurity and poft-
pone till death their. reconciliation with God.
By means of a late repentance,.and largefles
to the priefthood, their faults are expiated, and ‘
thcyrare permitted to hope that heaven will
forget the accumulated crimes of a long and
wicked life. :

Death itfelf does not terminate the empire
ef the priefthood in certain fefts, which
_ finds means to make money even out of
. the dead bodies of their followers. Thefe, for
a {ufficient fum are permitted to be depofited in
temples,where they have the privilege of fpread-
ing infeGtion. and\dxfeafc. The facerdotal
power extends ftill further. The prayers of
the church are purchafed at a dear rate, to de=~
liver the fouls of the dead from their pretend-
ed torments in the other world, infliCted for
their purification. Happy they who are rich, -
in a religion whofe priefts, being favorites with
God, can be hired to prevail on him to remit
the punithments which his‘ immutable juftice
had intended to infli&. ., . . ¢
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Such are the principal duties recommended
by ‘the Chriftians ; and upon the obfervation
of thefe they believe their falvation to depend.

* Such are the arbitrary, ridiculous and hurtful
 pratices fubftituted for the real duties of mo-
rality. We fhall not combat the different
fuperftitious praftices, admitted by fome fects
-and rejected by ethers 5 fuch as the honors
rendered to the memory of thofe pxous fanatics
and obfcure contemplators whom Roman pon-
" tifs have ranked among“. the faints. We fay
nothing of thofe pilgrimages which fuperftition
has fo often produced, not thofe indulgences by
means of which finsare remitted. We {hall
“only obferve, that thefe things are commonly
. more refpedted where they are admitted, than
the duties of morality which in thofe places,
. frequently are wholly unknown. Mankind
.ﬁ'_nd their natural propenfities much lefs
thwarted by fuch rites, ceremonies, and prac-
“tices than by being virtuous. A good Chrif-
tian is a man who conforms exatly to all that’
‘his priefts exalt from him ; thefe fubftitute
blindnefs and fubmxfﬁon in the place of ail
virtues. o
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€HAPTER XIV.

+

Of the Polltzml E ﬁé?.r of the Chriftian Re}zgmn

AFTER having feen the inutility and even
danger of the pcrfe&xons, virtues and duties
propofed by the Chriftian rehglon, let us en-
quire whether its political influences be more
happy, and whether it can, in reahty, pro-
mote the Wclfare of nations, among whom
it is eftablithed and faithfully obferved. We
at once find, that wherever this religion isad-
mitted, two oppofite legiflations, gvér -at va~
‘riance with each other, eftablith themfzlves.
Although this religion preaches love and
peace, it foon annihilates the effeds of thofe
precepts by the divifions which it neceffarily
fows among its feCtaries, who unaveidably
interpret diverfely the ambiguous oracles an-
nounced in holy writ. ‘We find, that from the
infancy of religion the moft acrimonious dif-
putes have continually taken place among di-
vines. The fucceflive ages of Chnﬁxamty,
havc been ftained with felgfms hcreﬁa: per-
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fecutions, and contefts, widely dilcordant
. from its boatted fpirit of peace and concord;
which is in fa& incompatible with a religion
whole precepts are fo dark and equivoca:. Tn
all religious difputes, each party believes tha:
God is on its fide, and confequently they are
obftinate. Indeed, how can it be otherwife,
when'they confound the canfe of God with that
of their own vanity ? Thus, mutually averfe
to conceflion, they quarrel and fight until
force has decided a conteft in whi_éh they ne-
ver appeal to reafon,’ In fally political au-
thorities have ever been forced to interfere, in
all the diffentions which have arifen among
Chriftians. Governments have always taken
in the frivolous difputes of priefts, and foo-
lifhly confidered them as objets of the laft im-
portance. They have conceived, that in are-
ligion eftablifhed by God himfelf, there could
- be nothing of a trifling nature. Thus, prin~
ces have armed themfelves againft their own
fubjeéts, whofe opinions differed from their’s.
The way of thinking at court has decided the
creed and the faith of fubjeCts. Opinjons
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fupported by kings and priefts, have' been the
only true ones. Their creatures have beea
the guardians of "orthodoxy, and were com-
miffioned to exterminate all whom tixcy chofe
to denominate heretics and rebels.

The prejudices of princes or their falfe po-
licy, has caufed them to look upon thofe of
their fubjects, who differ from themfelves in
rcligious opinions, asbad citizens, damgerous
to the ftate, and enemies to their power, 1If,
leaving toﬁr:ieﬁs the bufine(s of finifhing their
own impertinent difputes, they had not affifted
their quarrels and perfecutions, they would
have died away of fhemfelvcs, and never have
' difturbed the peace of mations. If thofe
kings had impartially recompenfed the good
and punifhed the bad without regard to their
worthip, ceremonigs, and {peculative opinlons,
they would not have made many of their fub-

_ je&s fuch enemies to that power, by which

they found themfelves opprefled. ~ Chriftians

~ have always attempted to reclaim heretics by

injuftice, violence, and perfecution. Ought

~ not they to have perceived, that this condudt
R :
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‘wascalculated only to produce hypocrites and
hidden enemies, or openrebellions ?

- But thefe refleCtions are not defigned for
princes, who, from their infancy, have been
filled with fanaticifm and prejudices.  They,
inftead of being actuated by virtuous motives,
nave formed obftinate attachments to. frivoli-
- ties, and impetuous ardor for doltrines foreign
to the welfare of their ftates, anda boundlefs
wrath againft ali who refufe to bend to their
defpotic opinions. Such fovereigns find it 2
fhorter way to deftroy mankind than reclaim-
themy by mild means. Their haughty defpo-
tifm will not condefcend to reafon. Religion
affuresthemthat tyranny is lawful, and cruelty
meritarious .when -they are employed in the
canfc of heaven.

- The . Chriftian - religion, in fa&, always

akcs defpots and tyrants of all the fovereigns
by whom itis adapted. . It reprefents them as
Gods upon earth; it caufes their very caprices:
ta berefpeéled as the will of heaven itfelf. It
delivers mankmd into their hands as an bgrd
of flaves, of whom they may difpofe at their
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pleafure. In return for their zeal for religlon,

-

all the outrages upon juftise that they cam’
commit are forgiven, and their fubjécts are
commanded under pain of the wrath of the
Moft High, to fubmit without a murmur to-the-
fword that ftrikes inftead of protefling them-
{clves. Mtisnot,therefore, matter of furprife, that
fincethe eftablithment of this xc}ugwu, we fee
{o many natious groaning under devout tyrapts, -
who, although obftinately attached to religiony,
have been unjuft, licentious and cruel. What.
ever were the-opprefions and ravages of thefe
religious or hypocritical princes, the priefts
have. not failed to preach {ubmifion to their
fubjects. Qn the other hand, let us not be
furprifed to fee {o many weak and wicked
princes, {upportin their turns the interef of 3
religion, which their falfe policy judged necef--
fary to the maintenance of their authority. - I
kings were enlightened, juft and virtuous, and
knew and praifed .their real duties, they
would have had no need of the aid of fuperfti~
fient in governing nations. But, as it is more-
cafy to conform to rites than to acquire taleats
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or pradlice virtue, this refigion has, in princes,
too often found fupport for itfclf, and deftruc-
tion for its enemies. - -

The minifters of religion have not had the
fime complaifance for ‘princes, who re-
Fufed to " make a commen caufe with them,
cfpoufe their quarrels, and begome fubfervient
to their paflions. They have arifen againft
thofe who have thwarted their views, punith-
&d their excefles, touched their immunities, en-
deavoured to fubjet them to reafon, or reprefs
their ambitious defigns. The priefts on fuch
cceafions, ery outy Impiety ! Sacrilege ! Then
they pretend that the fovercign puts Ais hand
tothe cenfery and ufurps the rights granted them
by God himfel. Then they eadeavourto
excite nations to rebellion. - They arm fana-
tics againft fove{'eigns, whom they declare
tyrants, for, baving been wanting in fub-
miffion to the church. Heaven is always réa-
dy to revenge any ‘injuftice done to its minif-
tars. 'They arc themfelves fubmiffive, and
preach fubmiffion to others, only when they
are permitted to fhare the authority, or ate tco
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feeble .to refift it. This is the reafon why
the apoftles, in the infancy of Chriftianity, be-
ing deftitute of power, preached fubordina-
tion. No fooner had this religion gained fuf:
ficient ftrength than it preached refiftance and
rebellion 3 dethroning fome kings and affafli-
nating others.

In every political body, where thxs religion is
eftablifhed, there are two rival powers, which,
by inceffant contention, convulfe and- wound
the ftate. - The citizens divide into oppofite
patties, each of which fights, or thinks it 'ﬁghts,
for God. Thefe contefts at different times
tevminate differently, but the trinmphant par- *
ty is slways in the right. By attentive ex-
amination of fuch events, we fhall efcape the
dominion of fanaticifm. Itis byﬁruulatmg
mankind ta enquiry, that they muft bg, fxced
from the fthackles of fuper{}.x;wn. Let ma :
kind think till they have thrown afide thc‘fﬁ‘g
prejudices and they will think }uﬁly The
reign of the priefthood will ceafe when men
_cea.fc to be i xgnarant ard crcdulous Crcdul,i;y

Ra
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is the offipring of ignorance, and fuperflition
is the child of credulity.

But moit kings dread that mankind fhould
be enlightened.  Accomplices with the prieft-
hood, they have formed a league with them
to ftifle reafon, and perfecute all who confide
in its guidance. Blind totheir own interefts,
and thofe of their fubjects, they wifh only to
command {laves, forgetting thofe flaves are al-
ways at the difpofal of the priefts. Thus we
fee {cience negleCted, and ignorance trium-
phant, in thofe countries where this religion
holds the moft abfolute dominion. Arts and
{ciences are the children of liberty, and feperat-
ed from their parent ‘they languifh-and die.
Among Chriftian nations, the leaft fuperfti-
tious are the moft free, powerful, and happy.
Jn countries where fpiritual and temporal def-
‘potifin are leagued, the people grovel in the
moft fhameful ignorance and lethargic inac-
tivity.  The European nations, who boaft 'of
pofiefling the pyreft faith, are not furely the
moft flourithing and powerful. Their kings,
enflaved themfelves by priefts, have not ener-
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gy and courage enough to make a fingle firug-
gle for their own welfare or that of their fub-
jects. “Priells, in fuch ftates, are the only or-
der of men who are rich ; other citizens lan-
guith in the deepeft indigence. But of what
importance are the power and happinefs of na=
tions to the feCtaries of a religion who feek
tiot for happinefs in this world, who believe
riches injurious, preach a God of poverty, and
recommend abalement to the foul, and mor-
tification of the flefh ? It is without doubt
. to oplige people to pradtife thefe maxims,
that the Clergy, in many Chriftian ftates,
have taken pofleflion of moft of the riches,
" and live in {fplendor, while their fellow-citi~
zens are fet forward, in the road to hc_ayérx,
unincumbered with any -burthen of earthly
wealth. e e
Such are the 'tdvantages pahncal focu;ty' de-
tives from the Chriftian religion. It forms an
independant ftate within a ftate. It renders
the people flaves.. When fovereigns are obe-
dient fo it, it favors their tyranny. When
theyare difobedient, it renders their fubjects
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fanatic and rebellious. 'When it accords with
political power, it convulfes, debafes,. gnd im-
poverifhes nations ; when not, it mﬁ‘s Citi-
zens unfocial, turbulent, intolerant, and mu-
tinous.

If we examine in detail the precepts of
this religion, and the maxims which flow
from its principles, we fhall find it interditts
every thing that can make a mation flourifli.
W¢ Have already feen the ideas of imperfec-
, cﬁm that it attaches to marriage, and its efiecm
of cehbacy Thefe notions are highly unfa-
vorable to population, ‘which is, incontro-
vcrttbly the ficfk fource of power in 3 ftate.

Commerce is not lefs contradiCtory to the
fpirit of 2 rchgxon, the founder of which pro-
nounced an anathema agaioft riches, and ex-
cluded them from his kingdom. All induftry is
interdicted to perfect Chriftians ; they live 2
prov:fory life. on ecarth, and never concers
themfelves with the morraw.

Muft it not be a great temerity and fin for a
Chriftian to ferve in war? Iy not: ’
who has never the right to believe himfelf & ~:
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folutely in a ftate of grace, extremely rafh
when he' expofes himfelf to eternal-damna-
tion ? Is not the Chriftian, who ought to have
charity for all men, and love even his enemies,
guilty of an enormous crime, when he kills a
man of whole difpefitions he is ignorant, and
whom he, perhaps, precipitates at once into
heil ? A Chriftian foldier 1s a monfter ; unlefs,
indeed, he fights in the the caufe of réligion.
Then, if he dies, ¢ hedies a blefled mairtyr.;’
The Chriftian religion has alwa'ys: dqclgréd’
war againft fcience and all human hnowe
ledge.  Thefe have been looked upon'as obfta”
cles to falvation. Neither reafon nor ﬁudy
are neceffary to men, who are to fubmxt theuf
reafon to the yoke of faith. From the’s
feffion of Chriftians themfelves, the fotﬁdcrs ‘
Of thClT TC Iglon were ﬁmp]c aml lgncﬂmﬁ
men. Their difciples muft be as little en-
lightened as they were, to admit the. fables
and reveries they have received from them,
It has always been remarked that the meft en-
lightened men feldlom make the beft Clirif-
tians. Science is apt to embarrafs falths and '
it moreover turns the attention from the great
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wwork of falvation, which is reprefented as the
only neceflary one.  If {cience be fervicedble
to political {ociety, ignorance is much more fo
to religion and its minifters. Thofe ages,
deftitute of fcience and induftry, were the
golden age of the church of Chrift. Then
were kings dutifully {ubmiflive to priefts ;
then the coffers of priefts held all the riches of
fociety. The priefts of a very numerous fect
bave kept from the eyes of their followers
even the facred pages which contain the laws
of :their religion. This conduét is, undoubt-
‘edly, very difcreet. Reading the Bible is the
fure@t’of all meansto prevent its being re.
fpetked. _ )

$ane word, if the maxims of the Chriftian

el » were rigoroufly and- univerfally fol-
law:d, no political fociety conld fubfift. If
this affertion be doubted, liften to what was
faid by the earlicft do&ors of the church, and
it will be acknowledged, that their precepts
are whelly incompatible with the -power, and
prefervation of flates. According to La&tan~
tius, no Chriftian can become a foldier. Hc-
‘cording to St. Juftin, no Chriftian can be a
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magiftrate. According to St. Chryfoltom, ne
Chriftian can meddle with commerce.  And,
according to a great nuraber, no man ought to
ftudy. In fine, join thefe maxims to thofe of
Chrift, apply them in practice, and the refult
will be a perfe&t Chriftian, ufelefs to his fami-
ly, his country, and mankind ; an idle con-
templator, unconcerned in the interefls ef |
this world, and occupied entirely with the:
other, whither it is his moﬂ: important hufmc'fs
to go. '
Let us look into Eufebius, and fee 1f th@
Chriftian be not a real fanatic, from whom:
fociety can . derive no 'advantage. - ¢ The
. manner of life, fays he, in the Chriftian chuzehy.
furpaffes our prefeut nature, and the ordinary
life of man. . There they feek neither ggarris
ages, children, nor riches.  In fadt, it is
' wholly foreign to the human manner of liv-
ing., The church is given up to an immenfe
love of heavenly things. The' members, de<
tached from earthly exiftence, and ' leaving'
. only their bodies below, transfer their fouls to -
_heaven, where they already dwell as pure
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and celeftial mtehwencus, and defpife the
life of other men.” A man ftrongly perfuad-
ed of the truth of Chriftianity cannot, in fact,
attach himfelf to any thing below. Every
thing here is to him a caufe of ftumbling, and
cails away his attention fiom the great work
of his falvatiod. If Chriftians were not, for-
tunately, inconfiftent with themfelves, and
wandered not inceflantly from their fanatical
perfeétions, and {ublime fpeculations, no
Chriftian fociety could fubfift, and the nati- .

#pns illuminged by the gofpel, would return
to their p:‘i’iﬁe barbarity. We fhould fee
only wild beings, broken loofe from every fo-
_,c'ia‘L“v_tie, and wandering in folitude through

_ this vale of tears, whofe only employment
would be, to groan, to weep, and pray, and
render themfelves and others wretched, in or-
der to merit heaven. )

In fine, a religion whofe maxims tend to
render mankind i in general intolerant, to make
kings perfecutors, and their fubjects flaveg, or
rebels ; a religion, the obfcure doirines of
which give birth to eternal difputes; a reli-

N
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gion which debafes mankind, and turns them
afide from their true interefts 5 {uch a religion,
I fay, is deftrutive to cvcr;{ fociety.

CHAPTER XV.

e
Y 3

O" the Chrifiian Church, or Pri&ﬂbaaz{

T HERE have been in all ages, m;?
who know how to profit by the errors of man-
kind. Priefts of all religions, have laid the |
foundations of their greatnefs, power, and
riches, on the fears of the vulgar. Nq rpli—
gion has, -however, had fo many reafons
as the Chriftian, for fubjefting people to the
priefthood. The firft preachers of the goipel,
the Apoftles, are reprefented as. divine men,
infpired by God, and fharing his omnipotence.
If each individual among their fucceffors, has
mot enjoyed the fame privileges in the opinion
g -
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of all Chriftians, yet the body of priefts, or
Church, is never abandoned by the Holy
Ghoft, but always illuminated thereby. They
colletively, at all times, poflels infallibility,
and confequently their decifions become pet-
petual revelations, equally facred with thofe
of God himfelf,

Such being the attributes of the priefthood,
this body muft, in virtue of the prerogatives

_.they hold from Chrift himfelf, have a right to -

uncondition;al fubmiffion from men and nati-

_ ns.. The enormous power they have fo long

_,exercifed, is not, therefore furprifing. It
sfhould be unlimited, fince it is ‘founded on

. the, authonty of the Almighty. It fhould be
defpotic, becaufe men have no right to refift
divine power, It muft degenerate into abufe,
for the priefthood exercifed by men, whom
impunity always renders licentious and cor-
rupt.

In the infancy of Chn(hamty, the Apof-
tles, commiflioned by Jefus Chrift, preachcd
the Gofpel to Jews and Gentiles. The no-
‘velty of their doflrine, as we have already

a
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feen, procured them many profelytes among
the vulgar. The new Chriftians, inflamed
with ardor for their new opinions, formed in
every city particular congregations, under the
government of men appointed by the Apof-
tles. The latter having received the faith at
firt hand, retained the infpection and direc-
tion of the different Chriftian focieties they
had formed. Such appears to have beenthe
erigin of Bifbops or Infpedtors, which, are per-
petuated, in the Church, to this day ,“‘ an ori-
‘gin in which the princes of modern Chriftia-
nity {ufficiently pride themfelves. It is known,
that, in this infant {e&}, the a'ﬂ;ociates held,‘
. their goods in common.  This duty appears
to have been rigoroufly exatted ; for, by the’
command of St. Peter, two new Chriftians
were {mitten to death, for having withheld

* Saint Ferome highly difapproved the diftin&iony
of bifbops and pricfls orgurates.  He pretends, that
pricfts and bifbops avere, according ta Si. Paul, the
Jame thing, before, fays ke, by the inttization of
the devil, there were deﬁipations\in religion. At
vhis duy, bifbops, who do nothing, enjoy great reve-
nues 3 while innumeralle curates who labory are dy~.
sng aith hunger. ’



{ome part of their own property. The funds
refulttag from this pradtice, were at the dif-
- pofal of the ApoRles ; to this commifion the
Bifhops, Infpe&tors, or priefts, fucceeded,
'when they became [uccr:ifoi of the Apoftles;
and 2s the priet muft live by the altar, we
may fuppofe that they paid themfelves, and
not illiberally, for their inftrutions, out of
the public treafury. Thofe who attempted
new fpiritual conquefts were, probably, oblig-
obliged to content themf{elves with the volun-
tary contributions. of their converts. How-
:ever this may be, the treafures accumulated,
through the credulous piety of the faithful, be-
came an object of the avarice of priefts, and
begat difcard among them. Each one wifh-
ed to govern, and have the difpofal of the
- riches of the community. Hence the cabals
and faékions which we find growing up with
the church of God. The priefts were al-
ways firft ‘to wander from the principles
«f their religion. Their own ambition and
avarice always contradi the difinterefted
‘maxims they teach to others.
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So long as the Chriftian religion ‘was much
depreffed and perfecuted, difcordant Bithops
and priefts, combatted in fecret, and the
noife of their quarrels did not fpread far
abroad. But when Conftantine withed tofe-
cure to himfelf a party, the obfcurity of which,
had favored its increafe, until now become
-very numerous, the face of every thing in
the church was changed. Chriftian lead= ~
ers, transformed to courtiers, and feduced by
authority, fought gpenly. They engaged fo-
vereigns in their quarrels, and perfecuted their:
rivals. Laden by degrees with riches and
honours, they would no longer be recognized, -
as the fucceflors of the poor and humble Apof-
tles, fent by Chrift to preach his dodtrine.
They became princes, and, fupported by the:
ftrongeft arms, opinions, they found them-
felves able to give laws to nations, and put
the world in confufion.

Under Conflantine, the Pontificate " had’
beenby a fhameful imprudence, feparated from
the Empire. The Emperors foon found they
had caufe to repent this overfight. The Bi~

S 2
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fhop of Rome, that former miftrefs of the

world, whofe name ftill. founded awful in \
the ears of nations, knew how to make a fkil-
ful advantage of the troubles of the Empire,
invaded by barbarians, and the weaknefs of
Emperors, too remote to watch over his con-
du&. By dint of plots and intrigues, the Ro-
man pontiff at length feated himfelf on the
throne of the Ceefars. It was, for him. that
Emilius and Scipio had fought. He was, in
fine, looked upon in the wefi, as the mo-
narch of the Church, the univerfal bifhop,
the vicar of Jefus Chrift upon earth, and the
infallible - organ of Ged. Although thefs
haughty tities-were rejeCted in the Eaft, the
Roman pontiff reigned, without conteft, in
the gredter part of the Chriftian world. He
was a God upon earth, through the imbecility
of kings, he became arbiter of their deftinies,
and founded a Theocracy or divine government,
of which himfelf was chief, and they were
his lieutenants.  'When they had the-2udacity
to become difobedient to him, he dethroned:
them, ox excited thsix fubje&s to rcbcllion.
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In a word, his fpiritual arms were, thro’ a
long {ucceflion of ages, {tronger than the
temporal ones of hisopponents. Nations had
the flupidity to obey him, and the diftributi-
on of Crowns was in his power. To fecure
his dominion over princes, he fowed divifions
among them; and his empire would flill re-
tain its extent and vigor, if a gradual in-
creafe of knowledge, had not, in fpite of
ligious oppofition, madc its way among man-
kindy, and kings, alting inconfifently with
. their religion, liftened to ambition rather than
duty. If the minifters of the Church, have
_ received their power from Chrift himfelf, to
refift thefe his reprefentatives, is in falt to re-
volt againft him. Kings, as well as fubjeéts,
cannot throw off allegiance to God, without
a crime. 'The- {piritual authority proceeding
irom God, muft of right, have jurifdiétion
over tunporal authority proceeding from man.
A prince, who isa true Chriftian, muft be~
come a fervant of the church, and,. at beil,,
the furlt flave of the elergy.
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Let us not then, be furprifed, that, ip the
ages of ign/orancc, priefts, being moft readily
obeyed By ‘people, more attached to heavenly
than earthly interefts, were more powerful
than kings. Among fuperftitious nations, the
pretended voice of God and his interels, is
more liftened to, than that of duty, juftice,
and reafon. A good Chriftian, pioufly fub-
miffive to the Church, muft be blind and un-
reafonable, whenever the church commands
him to be fo. The power that has a right to
rendér us abfurd, has the right to render us
criminal.

Befides, thofe that derive their power from
God, can be fubject to no other power. Thus,
the independence of the Chriftian clergy, is
founded upon the principles of their religion.
Of this circumftance, they have taken care to
, profit, and imprefled with this idea, they, after
being enriched by the generofity of kings and
people, have always proved ungrateful to the
true fources of their own opulemce and prie
vileges. What had been given this body,
through furprife or impudence, it was found
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impoffible to recover from their hands. They
foréfaw, that, future generations breaking
loofe from the fetters of prejudice, might tear
from them the donations they had gained by
the extortions of terror, and the evils of im-
pofture.  They therefore, perfuaded man«
kind, that they held from God alone, what
had been given them by their fellow-mortals 3
and by a miracle of credulity, thcy were be-
lieved on their word.

Thus the interefts of the 'clergy‘, became
feparated from thofe of fociety. Men devot-
ed to God, and chofen to be his minifters,
were no longer confounded with the prophane.
Laws and civil tribunals renounced all pow-
er over them. They could be judged only by
members of their own body. Hence the
greateft excefles were often committed by them
with impunity; and their perfons, at the dif-

~pofal of God alone, were facred and inviola-
ble. Their poflcllions, although they con-
tributed nothing to public charges, or at leaft,
no more than they pleafed, were defe,nded
and enlarged by fanatic fovereigns, who hop-
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ed thereby, to conciliate the favor of Heaver
In fa&, thofe reverend wolves in fhepherds
clothing, under pretence of feeding with in-
ftruction, devoured with avarice, and fecure
in their difguife, fattened on the blood of
their flocks, unpunifhed and unfufpeited.
From their inftruions for eighteen bun-
dred years paft, what advantages have nations
derived ? Have thefe infallible men found it
poffible to agree among themfelves, on the
moft effential points of a religion, revealed
by God himfelf ? Strange indeed, is that re-
velation, which needs continual commenta-
ries, and interpretations. What muft be
thought of thefe divine writings, which
every fet underftands fo differently ? Thofe
who are inceffantly fed with the gofpel,
do “not underftand thefe matters better,
nor are they more virtuous than others. They
are commanded to cbey the Church, and the
- Church is never at accord with itfelf, She
is eternally bufied, in reforming, explaining;
pulling down, and building up her holy doc-
trines, Her minifters have, at will, created
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new doétrines unknown to Chrift and
the Apoftles. Every age has brought forth
new -myfteries, new ceremonies, and new
articles of faith. Notwithftanding the infpi-‘
rations of the Holy Ghoft, this religion has
never attained to that clearnefs, fimplicity,
and cénﬁftency, which are the only indubita«
ble proofs of a good fyftem. Neither conn-
cilty nor canons, nor the mafs of decrees, and
laws, which form the code of the Church,
have ever yet been able to fix the objects of
her belief.

Were a fenfible heathen defirous of em-
bracing Chriftianity, he would be, at the
firit ftep, thrown into perplexity, at the fight
of the numerous variety of fects, each of
‘which, pretends to conform precifely to the
word of God, and rravel in the only fure
road to falvation. When he finds, that thefe
different {elts regard each other with horror ;
that they ail deal out damnation to all, whofe
opinions differ from their own, that they all
unite their efforts to banifh peace from focie-
ty; that, always when power is in their hands,
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they .perfecute and infli& the moft refined
cruelties on each other, for which fhall he -

determine ? For, let us not be deceived
Chriftians, not fatisfied with enforcing by vi-
olence, an exterior {fubmiflion to the ceremo-
nies of their religion, have invented an art
unknown to heathen {uperftitions, that of
tormenting the confcience, and exerciﬁng.a
tyranny over the mind itfelf. The zeal of
the minifters of the Church, is not limited
to exteriors; they fteal into the foldings of
the heart, and infolently violate the moft fe-
cret fanctuaries of thought.4 And for this
facrilege, their juftification is a pretended in-
tereft in the falvation of fouls.

Such are the effe&ts, which neceffarily re-
fult from the principles of a religion, which
teaches mankind, that involuntary error is a
crime that merits the wrath of God. It is
in confequence of fuch ideas, that in certain
countries, priefts, with the permiflion of thc:
civil governments, pretend to a commiflion
for maintaining the faith in its purity. Judges

+ Spoken of the Romifb Clergy.
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in their 6wn caufe, they condemn to the
flames all whofe opinions appear to them dan-
gerous.* Served by innumerable fpies, they
watch the minuteft aions of the people, and
inhumanly facrifice all that have the misfor-
tune to give them the fmalleft umbrage. To
excite fufpicions in their minds, is'to ruth up+
on inevitable deftruétion. Such are the blef-

fings which the Holy Inquifition, all mild -

and gentle, pours upon mankind.
Such are the principles of this fanguinary
- tribunal which perpetuates the ignorance and

* Civil tribunals, when they are juff, have a
maxim to look for every thing that can contribute to
the defence of the accufed.  In the Inquifition, a me-
thod diredly oppofite has been adaptfd The accufed
is neither told the . caufe of bis detention, npr confront-
ed with his accufer.  Helis ignorant of his erime, yet
ke is commanded to confefs.  Such are the maxims of
Chriftian priefls. The Inquifition, however, con-
demns nobody to die. Przgﬂ: cannot t/:emjé[-vc.: jbed
blood.  That funttion. is referved for the “Secular

arm ; and they have even the effrontery to intercede.

- jor criminals, fure, however, of not being heard,
Indeed, it is probable, they «would make no fmall cla-
mor, fbould the magifirate take them at their word,
This condu& becomes men in whom Almighty mtcrg/}

Sifles humanity, fincerity, and modefly.

T n

~
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infatuation of the people wherever the falfe
policy of governments permits its horrors to be
exercifed. :

The difputes between Chriffian prlef’cs have
been fources of animofity, hatred, and herefy.
‘We find thefe to have exifted from the infan-
cy of the church. A religion founded on

-wonders, fables,and obfcure oracles, could only
be a fruitful fource of quarrels. Priefts at-

tended to ridiculous doctrines inftead of ufeful

kriowledge ; and when they fhould have ftu-
died true morality, and taught mankind their
real duties, they only ftrove to gain adherents,
. They bufied themfelves in ufelefs fpeculations
in g barbarons and enigmatical {cience, which,

under the pompous title of the feience of God,

or theology, excited in the vulaar a reverentxal
awe.” Theyinvented a fyftem, bigoted, pre-
fumptuous, ridiculous, and as incomprehenfi-
ble as the God whom they affe&ted to worfhip.
Hence arofe difputes on difputes, concerning
puerile {ubtilties, odious queftions, and arbi~
trary opinions, which far from being ufeful,
only ferved to poifon the peace of fociety. In
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thefe bickerings we find profound geniufes bu-
fied 5 and we are forced to reject the proftitu-
tion of talents worthy a better caufe, The
vulgar, ever fong of riot; entered into quarrels
they eould not underftand. Princes under-
took the defence of the priefts they withed to
favor, and orthodoxywas decided by the longeft
fword. 'Their affiftance tlie church never he-
fitated to receive in time of danger ; for on
fuch occafion the church relies rather -on hu-
man affiftance, than the promife of God, who' |
declared that the fceptre of the wicked fhould
not reft upon the lot of the righteous. The
heroes, found in the annals of the churchy have
been obftinate fanatics, factious rebels, or fu-
rious perfecutors They were monfters of
madnefs, faction, and cruelty. The world in
the days of our anceftors, was depopulated in
defence of extravagances which excite laugh-
ter in a pofterity, not, indeed, much wifer than
they were. ' o

. In almoft all ages complaints have been made
of abufes in the church, and reformation has
been talked of. Notwithftanding this pretend-
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ed reform, in the bead and inuthe members of tie
church,y it has always been corrupted. Ava-
ricious, turbulent, and feditious priefts have
made nations to groan under the weight of
their vices, while princes were too weak to

reclaim them to reafon. The divifions and-

quarrels which took place among thofe eccle-
Giaftical tyrants did indeed at length diminifh
the weight of the yoke they had impofed on
kings and nations. The empire of the Ro-

>man pongff which endured many ages, *was

at laft fhaken by irritated enthufiafts and re-
bellious fubjects who prefumed to examine the
rights of this formidable defpot. Some
Vprinces, weary of their flavery and poverty,
readily embraced opinions which would au-
thorife them to enrich themfelves with the
fpoils of the, clergy. Thus the unity of the
church was deftroyed, feéts were multiplied,
and each fought for the defence of its own
fyftem.
Thefe founders of thefe new felts were
treated by the Roman pontiff as innovators,
 heretics, and blafphemers.  They, it is true,
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renounced fome of their old o’pinions; but
content with having made a few fteps towards
reafon, they dared not to thake off entirelythe i
yoke of fuperftition. They continued to re-
fpeck the facred writ of the Chriftian, which
they fill looked upon as the only fdithful guide.
Upon them, they pretended to found all their
opinions. In fine, thefe books, in which every
man may find what he pleafes, as they became
more commen from time to time, produced
new fe€ts. Men were loft in a dark labyririth,
where each one groped his way in error,
and yet judged all but himfelf to be wrong.
"The leaders of thefe fe&ts, the pretended
reformers of the church gained but a glimpfe
at the truth, and attended to nothing but mi-
nutiz. 'They continued to refpeét the facred
oracles of the Chriftians, and believe in their
cruel and capricious God. They admitted
their extravagant mythology, and moft of
their unreafonable do&gines. In fine, altho’
they rejeCted fome myfteries that were incom-
prehenfible, they admitted others not lefs {o.
Letus not be furprifed, therefore, that, netwithe
-T2
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flanding thefe reforms, fanaticifm, controver-
{y, perfecution and war, continued to rage
throughout Europe. The reveries of inno-
vators only ferved to plunge nations inte
new misfortunes. Blood continued to ftream,
and people grew neither more reafonable nor
more happy. Priefts of all fe&ts have ever
withed to govern mankind, and impofe on
them their decifions as infallible and facred.
They were always perfecutors when in power,
involved nations in their fury, and fhook the
world by their fatal opinions. The fpirit of
intolerance and perfecution will ever be the
effence of every fect founded on the Bible. A
mild and humane religion can neyer belong to
a partial and cruel God, whom the opinions of
men can fill with wrath. 'Wherdver Chriftian
feéts exift, priefts will exercife.a power which
may prove fatal to the ftate,and bodies of fana-
tical enthufiafts will be formed, always ready
to rufh to flaughter, when their fpiritual guides

cry, the church or the caufe of Gedis in dan-

gCl‘. -
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Thus, in Chriftian countries we fee the tem-
poral power fervilely fubmiffive, to the clergy, -
executing their commands, exterminating their
enemies, and fupporting their rights, riches; '
and immunities. In almoft all nations where
the church prevails, the moft idle, ufelefs, fedi-
tious, and dangerous men are moft liberally
honored and rewarded. Superftition  thinks
1he can never do enough for the minifters. of
her gods.  Thefes fentiments are the fame in
all fe@ts. * Priefts every where endeavour to
inftil then into kings, and to make policy bend
to religion, in doing which. they often oppofe
‘the beft inftitutions. They in all places aim.
at the fuperintendance of education, and they
fill their adherents with their fatal prejudices
from their jnfancy.

It is, however, in places that remained fub-
jeék tothe Roman pontiff that the elergy have
wallowed in the greateft profufion of riches
and power.  Credulity has even enlifted kings

.among their fubje&ts, ‘and debafed them into

* Bxcept the Quakers
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mere executioners of their will. They were
in readinefs to unfheath the {word whenever’
- the prieft commandedit. The monarchs, of
the Roman fe&, blinder than all others, had
an unbounded confidence in the clergy of their
church, that generally rendered them mere
tools of that body. ‘This {et by means of fu~
rious intoleration and atrocious perfécutions,
became more numerous than any ether one ;
and their turbulent and cruel temper has juftly .
rendered them odious to the moft reafonable,
that is to fay, leaft Chriftian nations,
The Romifh fyftem was, in fa&, invented
to throw all the power into the hands of the
+ clergy. Its priefts have had the addrefs
to identify themfelves with God. * Their
caufe was always his ; their glory became the
glory of God. Their decifionis were divine
oracles ; their poffeflions appertained to the
kingdom of heaven. Their pridc,'avaricc and
cruelty, were rendered lawful, becaufe they
were never actuated by other motives than the
intereft of their heavenly mafter. Invthis
fect, the prieft faw his king at his feet, hum-
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bly confeiling his fins, and befeeching the holy
man that he might be reconeiled to his God.
Seldom was the prieft known to render his
facred miniftry fubfervient to the .good of
mankind. He . thought not of reproaching
monaschs with the abufe of their-power, the
mifery of their fubjedls, and the tears of the
-pp;eﬁ'ed. Too timid, or too much of a cour-
tier to thunder truth in their ears, he men-
tioned not to them the infupportable op-
preflions, the galling tyranny, and ufelefs wars
under which their fubje&s groaned. But ‘
fuch objects never intereft the church, which
might indeed be of fome utility, ifits influence
were exercifed in bridling the excefles of fu-
perftitious tyrants. The terrors of the other
world would not be unpardonable falfehoods,”
could they make the herd of wicked kings to
tremble. This, however, has not been the
object of the minifters of religion. ‘They ne-
ver flickled for the intereft of mankind. They
always burned incenfe at the altar of tyr;,nny,
]ooked upon its crimes with indulgence, and
- devifed” for them eafly means of expiation.

*
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Tyrants were fure of the pardon and favor of
heaven, if they entered warmly into the .quar-
rels of the clergy. Thus, among the Catho-
lics, prielts governed kings, and confequent-
1y all their fubjets. Superftition and defpo-
tifm formed an eternal alliance, and united
their efforts, to plunge mankind into flavery
and wretchednefs. Priefts frightened na-
tions with religiows terror, that they might be
* preyed upon by their fovereigns at leifure 3
and, in return, thofe foveriegns loaded the
priefts with opulence and power, and under-
took, from time to time, to exier-m‘inate their
enemies.

‘What thall we fay of thofe fubnle gemufen
which Chriftiang cail cafuifts, thofe pretended
moralifts who have computed the number of
fins againft God which a man can commit
without rifquing his falvation ? Thefe men of °
profound wifdom have exriched Chriftian
morality with a ridiculous zarif of finsy
they know precifely the degree of wrath
which each excites in the breaft of the Al-
mighty. True morality has but one criterion
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for judging the fins of man; the greateft are |
thofe-that injure fociety moft. ~The conduct
which injures ourfolves is imprudent and un-
reafonable. ~ That which injures others is un-
juft and ¢ériminal.

Every thing, even to idlenefs itfelf, is re-
warded in Chriftian priefts. Multitudes of thefe
drones are maintained in eafe.and affluence,
while, inftead of ferving fociety, they only prey
upon it. They are paid with profufion for
ufelefs prayers which they make with negli-
gence. And while monks and lazy priefts,
thofe blood fuckers of fociety, wallow in an
abundance fhameful to the ftates by whom
they are tblerated, the man of talents, the man
of fcience, and the brave .foMier are fuffered
to languifh in indigence, and poorly exift on
the mere neceffaries of life.

In a word, Chriftianity-makes nations ac-
complices in all the evils which are héaped
upon them by the Clergy. Neither the ufe-
lefsnefs of their prayers demontftrated by the
experience of fo many ages, the bloody effeéts
of their fatal controverfies, nor even their li-

-
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centious excefles, have yet been fufficient ta
convince mankind how fhamefully they are
duped by that infallible Church, to the exif-
tence of which, they have had the fimplicity
to believe, their falvation attached.

CHAPTER XVI .

[3

CONCLUSION.

ALL, which has hitherto been faid, de-
monttrates, in the cleareft manner, that the
Chriftian religion is contrary to true policy,
and the welfare of mankind. It can be advan-
tageous only to ignorant and vicious princes,
who are defirousto reign over {laves, and who,
~in order to ftrip and tyrannize over them with
impunity, form a league with the priefthood,
whofe fun€ion it has ever been to deccive in
the name of lheaven. But fuch imprudent
princes thould remember, that, in order to fuc-
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ceed in their projects, they muft themfelves
become the flaves of the priefthood; who
(fhould the former fail in due {fubmiffion, or re-
fufe to be “fubfervient to their paflions) willin-
fallibly turn their facred arms againft theirroyal
heads:

‘We have feen, above, that the Chriftian fe-
ligion is not, on account of its fanatic virtues,
blind zeal, and pretended perfections, -the J=fs.
injurious to found morality, right reafon; the
happinefs of individuals, and domeftic harmo-
ny. Itiseafy to perceive that a Chriftian,
who propofes to him(elf as 2 model a gloomy
and fuffering God, muft take pains to «fflick
and render himfelf wietched. 1f this world
be only a paffage, if this life be only a pilgri-
mage, it muft be ridiculous for man to attach
himfelf to any thing here below : If his God
be offended with ither the aéhons or opinions,
of his fellow-creatures, he muﬂ: do every
. thing in his power to punifh them with feveri-

ty, or be wanting in zeal and affe€tion to his.
God. A good Chriftian muft fly the world .
or become a torment to himfelf and ofhers., ‘

‘ U
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_Thefe refle@tions are fufficient to anfwer
thofe, who pretend, that the Chgiﬂi‘an religion
is the foundation of true policy and morality,
and that where it is not profefled there can be
neither good men nor good citizens. The
converfe of this propofition is undoubtedly
much truer ; for, we may affert, that a perfeét
Chriftian, who conforms to all the principles
of his i‘eligiop, who faithfully imitdtes the di-
vine men propofed to him as a model, and
practifes their aufterities in folitude, or car-
ries their fanatic enthufiafm and bigotry. into
fociety, muft be either ufelels to mankind, or

“a troublefome and dangerous citizen*.

Were we to belicve the advocates of the

Chriftian religion, it would appear, that no

* The clergy inceffantly cry out againf? unbelievers
and pbilqﬁ;pber: s awhom they flyls dangerous {fub-
_je@s.  Yet, if we open biflory, we donot find that
philofophers are thofe who " bave embroiled flates and
empires 3 but that fuch events have gencrally been pro-
duced by the religious.  The Dominican, aho poi-
- foned the emperor Henry X1. Fames Clement and Ra-
waillac, were not unbelievers.  They were not pbt&.
Jophers, but fanatic Chrifliansy who led Charles 'F.
. do the feaffold. It was the minifler Gomérey and net.
" Spinofuy who fet Holland on fire, &, &e. Geo
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morality cap exift- where this religion is not-
eftablithed, . Yet we may perceive, at a fingle
glance, that there are virtues in every corner.
of the earth. . No political fociety could exilt
without them. Aippng the Chinefe, the In-
dians, and the Mahometans, there are, un-
doubtedly, good citizens, tender fathers, afe
fectionate hufbands, ‘and dutiful children.
And good people there, as well as with us,
would be more numerous if they were. go-
verned by a wife policy, whieh, inftead of
caufing children to bé tanght a fenfelefs reli-
gion, thould give them equitable laws, teach
them a pure morality uncontaminated with fi
naticiﬁm dater them from vice by fuitable pu-
nithments, and invite them to the pra&_lctof
‘virtue by proper rewards. ‘

In truth, it feems (I repeat it) that religion
has been invented to relieve governments from
the care of being juft, aud reigning by equita-

‘ble laws. Religion is the art of infpiring-
mankind with an enthufiafm, which is de-
figned to divert their attention from the evils
awith which_ they arc overwhclmed by thofe
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who govern them. By means of the invifibls
powers with which they are th.reatened, they
are forced to fuffer in filence the mileries with-
which they are afflicted by vifible -ones. They
are taught to hope that, if they confent to be-
* come miferable in this world, they will for
that reafon behappy in the next. -

Thus religion has become the moft power-
ful fupport.of a thameful and iniguitous pe~
Jicy, which holds it "neceffary to deceive man-
kind, that they may the more eafily be govern-
-¢d..Far from enlightened and virtuous govera~
'men,ts‘hc refources fo bafe ! Let them learp
their true interefts, and know that thefe can-
ﬁgt be, feparated from that of the ProrLE
Lct them know. that no ftate can be trucly
, pOtE"lt, except the citizens who compofc it be
Lourageous, altive, mduﬁrxous, virtucus, and
a!tached to their government. Let govern-
:mcnts know, that the attachment of their con-
{htuents c2n have no other foundanon than-
the happmefs which the former procures the
lattcr If government: werc penctrated with
thefe 1mpor.tan; truths, they would need the
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aid of neither religion nor priefts. 'Let them . -
~be jult and equitable—let them be careful to
“reward talents and virtue, to difcourage inu-
tility, and punith vice, and their ‘ftates will
foon be filled with worthy and fenfible citi-
zens, whe will feel it their own intereft to .
ferve and defend their couhtrj, and fupport
the government which is the infirument of
their felicity. They will do their duties,

without the influence of revelation, or my&e- -

‘ries of patadife, or heil.

Morality will be preached in vain if it is
not {fupported by the ‘example. of mﬂue:mdl
‘charaters. It belongsto magiftrates to teach
morality, by pra@ifing it, by inciting to virtue
‘and reprefling vice in every form. Theit
power is weakened the moment they fuffer a
power to atife in the ftate, whofe influtriee is
exerted, to rendet morality fubfervient to fi-
perftition, and fanaticifnt. Ih Rates where
‘education is entrufted to 4 faiatic enthufiaftic
‘clergy, we find citizens overwhelmed with fu-—
perftition,and deftitute of every virtue,except a
blind faith, a ferocious zéal, 2 ridiculoug fub-'

U2
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miflion to puerile ceremonies, and, in one
word, fantaftic notions, which never render . -
them better men. Notwithftanding the hap-
py influences attributed to the Chriftian reli-
gion, do we find more virtues in thofe who
profefs it, than in thofe who are firangers to
it? Arethe men, redeemed by the blood of
even a Deity,more houeft than others ? Among
Chriftians, imprefled with their religion, one
would~imagine we fhould fearch in vain for
rapine, fornication, adultery, and oppreffion.
Among the orthodox courtiers, who furround
‘Chxiﬁian thrones, do we fee intrigues, calum~
ny, or pérﬁ(‘iy ? Among the clergy, who an-
~ nounce to others fuch redoubtable dogmas,

" and’ fuch “terrible c-hal'tifcments,f do we find
'cfi'mes that fhun the day, and every fpecies of
Ainikquity ? All thefe men are Chri{tialj's, who,
unbridled by their religion, continually vio-
late the plaineft duties of morality, and know-
ingly offend a Cod whom they are confcious
of havmg u‘ntated Yet they flatter them~
felves that they fhall be = able, by a tardy repen-
uncc at death, to appeafe that divine juftice
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which they have infulted during the whole
~ courfe of their lives.

In the mean time, we fhall not deny, that
the Chriftian religion fometimes proves a re-
firaint to’timorous minds, which are incapable
of that fanaticifm, and deflitute of that de-
firudtive energy, which lead to the commiffign '
‘of great crimes. But {uch minds would have
been honeft and harmlefs without this re-
ftraint. The fear of rendering themfelves
odious to mankind, of incurring contcmpf;
and lofing their reputation, would have been
a chain of equal ftrength, on the ations. of
fuch men. Thofe ,who are fo blind as to
tread thefe confiderations under foot, “ouldv :
never be deterred from it by the menaces, of ;
religion. ‘ ’

Every man, who has rccexvcd a proper edu-
cation, expericnces within himfelf 2 painful
fentiment of mingled fhame and fear, when-
ever he foils himfelf with the guilt of a ditho-
neft altion. He even condemns himfelf fre~
quently, with greater feverity than others do.
He dreads, and fhuns the eyes of his fellow-
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rercatures ;3 he even withesto fly from' himfeif.
This is what conftitutes remorfe.
In'a wotd, Chriftianity puts no reftraint

unon the naffiong of mankind. which micht
poR W€ pamliens oI manxinG, waich might

not be more efficacioufly applied to them by
“reafon, cducation, and fourd motality. If
the wicked were fure of being punithed, as
often as they think of committing difhoneft
altions, they would be forced to defit. In
a focisty well conftituted, contempt will al-
~ ways follow vice, and crimes will produce
punithment. Education, guided only by the
good of feciety, ought ever to teach mankind
to efteem themfelves, to dread the contempt
of others, and fear infamy more than death
itfelf. But this kind of morality can never
be confiftent with 2 religion which commands
men to defpife themifelves, avoid the efteem
of others, and attempt to pleafe only a God,
whofe conduct is inexplicable. '
In fine, if the Chriftian religion be, as is
pretended, a reftraint to the erimes of men,
if it produces falutary effe &s on fome indivi-

. duals; can thefe advantages, fo rare, fo weak
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and doubtful, be compared with the evident
and immenfe evils which this religion has
produced on the earth ? Can fome few trifling
. crimes prevented, fome' converfions ufelefs to
fociety, fome fteril and tardy repcnt:mccs,‘
enter into the balance. againft. the continual
diffenfions, bloody wars, horrid maffacres,per=
{ecutions, and cruelties, of which the Chriftiaa -
religion has been a continual canfe and pretext ?
For one fecret finful thought fupprefied by it,
‘theére are’ even whole nations armed for reci-
procal deftruction ; the hearts of millions of
fanatics are inflamed ; families -and ftates are
plunged into confufion ; and the earth is be~
dewed with tears and blood.+ After this, % ’
common fenfe decide the magnitude of thé
advantages which mankind derive from the
. glad tidings which Chnﬁ:ans prctend to have
received from their God. - .

Many honeft people, although not 1gnorant
of the ills produccd amodg mankind by thxs

4+ Wztneﬁ, even in this enlightened age, the Ha{y
Crufad: againft me'e, for ‘the purpofe of rtj?armg
the Chriflian religion. -
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religion, neverthelels confider it a neceflary
evil, and think it dangerous to attempt to up-
root it. Mankind, {ay they, are naturally fu-
perititious 5 they muft be amufed with chime-
ras, and become outrageous when deprived of
them. But, Ianf{wer, mankind are fuperfti-
tious only becaufe, in infancy, everything con-
tributes to render them fo. He is led to ex-
~peét his happinefs from chimeras, becaufe he
is forbidden to feek for it from realities.

In fine, it is for philofophers and for ma-
giftrates to conduct mankind back to reafon.
The former will obtain the confidence and
love of the latter, when they endeavout to pro-
fote the public good. Undeceived them-
felves, they may undeceive others by degrees.
Governments will prevent fuperftition from
doing harm, when they defpife it and ftand
aloof from its ridiculous difputes. When they
tolerate all fects, and fide with none, thofe
felts, after quarrelling awhile, wiil drop their
matks, and become contemptible even to them-
felves. Superflition falls beneath its own
weight, when freedom of confcience being re-



