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AFTER the writings contained in the New Testa-
ment were seleclted from the numerous Gospels and
Epistles then in existence, whai became of the Books

that were vejecled by the compilers ?

This question naturally occurs on every investigétion
as to the period when, and the persons by whom, the New
Testament was formed. It has been supposed by many
that the volume was compiled by the first council of Nice,
which, according to Jortin,* originated thus:

Alexander, bishop of Alexandria, and Arius, who was
a presbyter in his diocese, disputed together about the
nature of Christ; and the bishop being displeased at the
notions of Arius, and finding that they were adopted by
other persons, ‘was very angry. He commanded Arius
to come cver to his sentiments, and to quit his own: as
if a man could change his opinions as easily as he can
change his coat! He then called a council of war, con-
sisting of near]y a hundred bishops, and deposed, ex-
communicated, and anathematized Arius, and with him
several ecclesiastics,twoof whomwere bishops, Alexander
then wrote a circular letter to all bishops, in which he
represents Arius and his partisans as heretics, apostates,
blasphemous enemies of God, fu!l of impuaence and
impiety, forerunners of Antichrist, imitators of Judas,

and men whom it was not lawful to salute, or to bid God

* Rem. on Eccl. vol. ii., p. 177.
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speed. There is no reason to doubt of the probity and
sincerity of those who opposed Alexander and the Nicene
Fathers; for what did they get by it besides obloquy
and banishment? Many good men were engaged on
both sides of the controversy. So it was in the fourth
century, and so it hath been ever since. Eusebius of
Nicomedia, and Eusebius the historian, endeavoured to
pacify Alexander, and persuade him to make up the
quarrel ; and Constantine sent a letter by the illustrious
Hosius of Corduba to Alexander and Arius, in which he
reprimanded them both for disturbing the church with
their insignificant disputes. But the affair was gone too
far to be thus composed, and Socrates represents both
sides as equally contentious and refractory. To settle
this and other points, the Nicene counci! was summoned,
consisting of about three hundred and eighteen bishops
—a mystical number* of which many profound remarks
have been made. The first thing they did was to quarrel,
and to express their resentments, and to present accusa-
tions to the emperor against one another. So say Socrates,
Sozomen, and Rufinus. Theodoret favours his brethren
in this affair, and seems to throw the fault upon the laity..
But the whole story, as it is related by them all, and
even by Theodoret, shows that the bishops accused one:
another. The emperor burnt all their libels, and exhorted
them to peace and unity; so that if they had not been
restrained by his authority, and by fear and respect, they
would probably have spent their time in altercations.

* Barnabus, viii. 11, 12, 13.
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This council of Nice is one of the most famous and
interesting events presented to us in ecclesiastical history;
and yet, what is surprising, scarcely any part of the
History of the Church has been unfolded with such
negligence, or rather passed over with such rapidity.
The ancient writers are neither agreed with respect to the
time nor place in which it was assembled, the number of
those who sat at council, nor the bishop who presided
init. No authentic acts of its famous sentence have been
committed to writing, or at least none have been trans-
mitted to our time*

Although it is uncertain whether the books of the New
Testament were declared canonical by the Nicene Council,
or by some other, or when or by whom they were collected
into a volume, it is certaint that they were considered
genuine and authentic (with a few variations of opinion
as to some of them) by the most early Christian writers;
and that they were selected from various other Gospels
and Epistles, the titles of which are mentioned in the
works of the Fathers and the early historians of the
church.f The books that exist, of those not included in
the canon, are carefully brought together in the present
volume. They naturally assumec the title of the Apocry-
phal New Testament; and he who possesses this and the
New Testament, has in the two volumes, a collection of
all the historical records relative to Christ and His
Apostles, now in existence, and considered sacred by

Christians during the first four centuries after His birth.

* Mosheim, Eccl Hist., c. v. § 12.
t SBee Table II. at the end of this work. 1 See Table I. at end.
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In a complete collection of the Apocryphal writings
the Apostles’ Creed is necessarily included, and as
necessarily given, as it stood in the fourth and until the
sixth century, (from Mr. Justice Bailey's edition of the
Common Prayer Pook), without the article of Christ's
Descent into Hell /—an interpolation concerning which the
author of the Preface to the Catalogue of the MSS. of
the King's Library thus cxpresses himself : “I wish that
the insertion of the article of Clrist’s Descent into Hell
into the Apostles’ Creed could be as well accounted for

as the inserticn of the said verse (1 John, v. 7%).

® Catalogne of MSS. of the king’a library, by David Casly, 4to, in Pref.
p. xxiv. For large particulars of Christ’s Descent intv Ilell, see the
Qospel of Nicodemus, chap. xiii. to xx.

Tlie verse above alluded to by Mr. Casly 1x 1 John, v. 7. This spu-
rious passage, in the authorized version of the New Testament, printed
by the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge and the King's Drinters,
and appointed to be read in churches, stands thus , “ For thers are three
that bear vecord in Heaven, the Futher, the 1'ord, and the lloly Ghost ;
and thess thres are one.” This verse, Mr. Cusly euys, is now generally
given up ; being in no Greek MS. save one at Derlin, which is discovered
to have been transcribed from the printed Biblia Complutensia ; and
another modern one at Dublin, probably translated or corrected from the
Latin Vulgate, It is conjectured that it may have been inserted by the
mistake of a Latin copyist : for the owners of MSS. often wrote glosses
or paraphrases of particular pasmges between the lines, and ignorant
transcrilers sometimes mistook these notes for interlined omissions by
the original scribes, and accorlingly in re-copying the MS8S, incorperutel
these glosses or paraphrases into the bLody of the text, For instance,
Jerome, in one of his letters, says that an explanatory note which he
himself had made in the margin of his Psalter lad been incorporated
by some transcriber into the text; and Dr. Bentley, in the 9Gth page
of his Epistle, annexed to Malala’s Chronicle, has proved Lua opog
erTv e Ty Apafia, in Galatians iv. 23, to be of the same stamp.t

It is scarcely necessary to tell the reader, that in 1516 and 1519
Erasmus published his first and second editions of the Greek Testament,
both which omitted the thres heavenly witnesses. That Laving romised

+ Cat. King's Lilu. I'ref. . zxi
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The best that can be said for it is, that it might possibly

have come in, in like manner, not long before, from a

to inrert them in hie text, il they were found in asingle Greek MS.;
be wus soon informed of the existence of such a MS. in England, and
cuonsequently inserted 1 John, v. 7, in his third edition, 1622. | That
this MS,, after a profound sleep of two centurtes, hse at last been found
in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. That the Complutension
edition, which was not published till 1522, though it profex<es to Le
vnnted in 1514, has the seventh and eighth verse patched up from
tne modern Latin MS., and the final clause of the eighth verse, which
is omitted in its proper place, transferred to the end of the eeventh.
That Colinceus, in 1534, omitted the verse on the faith of MS. That
R. Stephens, in his famous edition of 1550, inserted the verse, and
marked the wondls ¥ Ten ovpave: as wanting in seven MSS. That Deza,
suspecting no mistake, concluded that these seven MSS. contained the
reat of the seventh verse, and the eighth with the words ev T ane®

Sir leaac Newton wrote a Dissertation upon this passage, wherein he
gave a clear, exact, and comprehensive view of the whole question, and
wherein he says, that when the adversaries of Erasmus had got the
date.t

The text is not contained in any Greek manuscript which was writtea
earlier than the fifteenth century. 2 Nor in any Latin manuscript
earlier than the ninth century. 3. It ia not found in any of the ancient
versions. 4. It is not cited by any of the Greek ecclesiastical writers,
though, to prove the doctrine of the Trinity, they have cited the worde
both before and after this. 6. 1t is not cited by any of the early Latin
Fathers, even when the subjects upon which they treat would naturally
have led them to appeal to its authority. 6. It is first cited by Vigilius
Tapsensis, a Latin writer of no credit, in the latter end of the fifib
eentury, and by him it is snspected to have been forged. 7. It has
been admitted as spurious in many editions of the New Testament since
the reformation :—in the two first of Erasmus, in those of Aldus Colinseus,
Zwinglius, and lately of Griesbach. 8. It was omitted by Luther in his
German Version : in the old English Bibles of Henry VIIL, Edward VL.,
and Elizabeth, it was printed in small types, or included in brackets:

® Porson's Letters to Travis. Preface.

+ Newtun's works by Horsley, 4to, vol v. p. 549.—Bishop Horaley, in his
edition of Sir Isaac Newton's works, has not inclnded meveral MSS. on theo-
logical subjects for the reasons which perbaps induce the nobleman in whuse
possession they remain to withold them still from publication. His l.ord-
ship’s judgment in this respect is said to be influenced by a prelate whose no-
tions do nut mocord either with Sir Isaac’s opinivns of criticism. They are
fairly tramsaribed, in the illustrious author's own hand-writing, ready for the
preas ; andFi®is to beregretted that the production of his luminous mind be
suppressed by any cemsarship, however respectable.
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gloss or paraphrase, that was at first put in the margin
or between the lines.”

but between the years 1566 and 1580, it began to be printed as it now
stands by whoee authorlty is not known.—See Travis's Letters to Gib-
Lon, and Pureon’s to Travia  Also Griesbach’s excellent Tissertation on
the Text at the end of Lis second volunie. Archbishop Newcome omite
the text, and the Bishop of Lincoln expresses his conviction that it i
epurious. (Elem. of Theol. vol. ii. p. 80, note.)”

In a sumptuous Latin MS, of the Bible, written wo late as the thir-
teenth century, formerly belonging to the Capuchin Convent at Montpe-
lier, aflerwards in the possession of Harley, Earl of Oxford, and now
deposited in the British Museum, the verse of the thres heavenly witnesses
is wanting, as appears by the following literal extract from it :

Bic est qui ucnit per aquam (P sanguinew.
the rpe. Non in aq solum, ged in aqua (P san»
guinem (9 spu. gpe ot qui  testificatur.
quoniam rpe cst Heritas. @uoniam tres sunt,

qui testimonium vant in tra. Spr. aqua. (P sans
guis. @€t tres unum gunt.t

The following Greek and Latin authors mAV® wNor QUOTJD THE
TEXT :t

Greek authors :—Irensous— Clemens Alexandrinus—Dionysius Alexan-
drinus, (or the writer against Paul of Samosata under his name)—
Athanasius—The Synopeis of Scripture—The Synod of Sardica—Epi-
phanius—Basil—Alexanderof Alexandria—Gregory Nyssen—Nazianzen,
with his two commentators, Elias Cretensis and Nicetas—Didymus de
Spiritu Sancto—Chrysostome—An author under his name ds sancta et
consubstantiali Trinitate—Crosarius—Proclus—The Council of Nice, as
it is represented by Gelasius Cyzicenus—IHyppolytus—Andrias—Six
caten® quoted by Simon—The marginal scholia of three MSS.—
Hesychius—John Damascenus—OQecuinenius—Enthymius Zigabenus.

Latin authors:—The author de Baptismo Heereticorum, among Cy-
prian’s works—Novatian Hilary—Lucifer Calazitanus—Jerome—Augus-
tine—Ambrose—Faustinus—Leo Magnus—The author de Promissis—
Encherius—Facundus—Cerealis—Rusticus—Bede—(Qregory—Philastrins
—Arnobius, junior—Pope Eusebius.

1t is evident that if the text of the heavenly witnesses had been known

® Improved version of the New Testament, 1808,
+ Hani. CoLL. MSS. Cod. 4773. % Porson's Letters to Travis, p 343
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By the publication of this volume, the Editor conceives
he has rendered an acceptable service to the theological
student and the ecclesiastical antiquary;—he has en-

deavoured to render it more gratifying to the reader, and

from the beginuing of Christianity, the ancients would have eagerly seized
it, inserted it in their creeds, quoted it repeatedly against the heretics,
and selected it for the Lrightest ornament of every book that they wrote
apon the subject of the Trinity. In short, if this verse be really genuine,
notwithstanding its absence from ail the visible Greek MSS. except two,
one of which awkwardly translates the verse from the Latin, and the
other transcribes it from a printed book; notwithstanding its absence
from all the versions except the vulgate ; and even from many of *he
best and oldest MSS, of the vulgate ; notwithstanding the deep and dean
silence of all the Greek writers down to the thirteenth, and most of the
Latins down to the middle of the eight century ; if, in spite of all these
objections, it be still genuine, no part of Scripture whatsoever can be
proved either spurious or genuine; and Satan has been permitted, for
many centuries, miraculously to banish the finest passage in the N.T.
from the eyes and memories of almostall the Christian authors, translators,
and transcribers.®

Sir Isaac Newton obscerves, “that what the Latins have done to this
ext (1 John v. 7), the Greeks have done to that of St. Paul (Timothy,
iii. 16.) For by changiug o into @ the abbreviation of feos,, they now
read, Great is the mystery of Gudliness : Gopmanifested in the flesh: whereas
all the churches for the lirst four or five hundred years, and the authors
of all the ancient versions, Jerome, as well as the rest, read, © Great ta
the mystery of godliness wihich was manifested in the flesh.” Sir Isaac gives
s list of authors, who, he says, *“ wrote, all of them, in the fourth and
fifth centuries for the Dcity of the Son, and incarnation of God; and
some of them largely, and in several tracts; and yet,” he says, “I can-
not find that they everallege this text to prove it, excepting that Gregory
Nyssent once urges it, (il the pussage crept not into him out of some
marginal annotation). lu all the times of the hot and lasting Arian con-
troversy, it never came into play ; though now these disputes are over,
they that read God made manifest in the flesh, think Sir Isaac says, “ one
of the most obvious and pertinent texts for the business.”

There are ther interpulations and corruptions of passages in the New
Testainent, but the Editor perceives that the few observations he has
bastily collected and thrown together in this note, have already extended
it o undue length, and it must here close.

* Purson's Letters to Travia, 8vo. p. 403,
+ Orat. xi. Contra Eunom
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more convenient for reference, by arranging the books
into chapters, and dividing the chapters into verses. He
has only to add, that the lover of old literature will here
find the obscure but unquestionable origin of several re-
markable relations in the Golden Legend, the Lives of
the Saints, and similar productions, concerning the birth
of the Virgin, her marriage with Joseph, on the budding
of his rod, the nativity of Jesus, the miracles of His
Infancy, His labouring with Joseph at the carpentry trade,
and the actions of His followers. Several of the papal
pageants for the populace, and the monkish mysteries
performed as dramas at Chester, Coventry, Newcastle,
and in other parts of England, arc almost verbatim re-
presentations of the stories. Many valuable pictures by
the best masters—prints by the early engravers, particu-
larly of the Italian and German schools—woodcuts in
early black letter, and black books—and illumination of
missals and monastic MSS.—receive immediate elucida-
tion con referring to the Apocryphal New Testament, and

are without explanation from any other source.
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PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION.

ALyAoUGH THE APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT was put out without pretenmor
or ostentatious announcement, or even solicitude for its fate, yet a largs Edi
tion has been sold in & few months. The Public demanding another, tu this
second Edition a small fragment of the Second Epistle of Clement to the Corin-
thians, accidentally omitted, has been added : it forms the fifth chapter of that
Epistle. There is, likewise annexed, a Table of the years wherein all the
Books of the NEW TESTAMENT are stated to have been written : to the “ Order
of the Booka of the ArocrRYPHAL NEw TEsTaMENT,” the suthorities from
whence they have been taken are affixed ; and, finally, many errors in the-nu-
merous scriptural references subjoined in the notes to the Epistles bave been
corrected. Tlese are the 'only material variations from the first Edition.. .

It escaped the Editor to notice that the legends of the Koran and the Hindoo
Mythology are considerably cted with this volume. Many of the acts and
miracles ascribed to the Indian God, Creeshina, during his incarnation, are pre-
cisely the same with those attributed to Christin his infancy, by the Apoeryphal
Gospels, and are largely particularised by the Rev. Thomas Maurice in his
learned History of Hindostan.

Reference to the preceding Preface will leave little doubt that the Apocryphal
writings furmed an interesting portion of the lay, as well as the monkish
literature of our forefathers. Thereis a Translation of the Gospel of Nicodemus
almost coeval with the origin of printing in England ; (a) and ancient MSS. of
the Gospela of the /nfancy are still extant in the Welsh language under the
title of Mabinoyi Jesu Grist.

(a) 1t was printed, in quarto, first by &Runkon ve 3Morbe in 1500 ; next hy
Pohn Shot in 1525 ; by the same printer subsequently ; and several times after
warls,



PREFACE TO THE BECOND EDITION. xiii.

Concerning any genuinenvss of any purtion of the work, the Editor has nos
offered an opinion, nor is it necessary that he should. The brief notice at the
head of each Gospel directs the reader to its source, and will assiat him to inquire
turther, and form an opinion for himself. Yet respecting the Epistles, which
commence at page 01, and occupy the remaining two-thirds of the volume, the
Editor would call attentivn to Archhmhop Wpllq s.tegtimony. The pious and,
lc-qnod Pre]!fe says, ﬁur.thuezEpiltlﬂ {#) aren full and purfect collection of. “all
the genuine writings that remain to us of the Apostulic Fathers, and carry on the
antiquity of the Church from the time of the Holy Scriptures of the New Testa-
ment to about s hundred and fifty years after Christ; that except the Holy
Scriptures, there is nothing remaining of the truly genuine Christian antiquity
wore early ; (b) that they contain all that can with any certainty be depended
upon of the most Primitive Fathers, (¢) who had not only the advantage of
living in the apostolical times, of hearing the Holy Apostles, and conversing
with them, but were most of them persons of a very eminent character in the
church too: (d) that we cannot with any reason doubt of what they deliver to
us as the Qospel of Christ, but ought to receive it, if not with equal veneration,
yet but a little less respect than we do the Sacred Writings of those who were
their masters and mat.rue:tm--.l and, “il,; says the Archbishop, (who trans-
lated these Epistles), (¢) . it shall be asked how I came to choose the drudgery
of a translator, rather than the more ingenions part of publishing somewhat of
my own composing, it was, in short, this; because I hoped that such writings
as these would find & more general and unprejudiced acceptance with all sorts
of men than anything that could be written by any one now living.”

As a literary curiosity, the work has attracted much notice ; as throwing »
light upon the arts of design and engraving, it has already been useful to the
painter, and the collector of pictures and prints; and, as relating to theolugy,
it has induced various speculations and inquiry.

But the Editor has been charged with expressing too little veneration for the
eouncils of the Church. He feels none. It is true that respecting the three
hundred Bishops assembled at the council of Nice, the Emperor Coustantine (f)
says, that what was approved by these Bishops could be nothing less than the
determination of God himself; since the Holy Spirit residing in such great and
worthy souls, unfolded to them the divine will, (§) Yet Sabinus, the Bishoup of
Heraclea, affirms, that, “ excepting Constantine himself, and Eusebius Pamphi-
lus, they were a set of illiterate simple creatures, that understood nothing ;" and
Pappus seems to have estimated them very low, for in his Synodicon to that
eouncil, he tells us, that baving “ promiscucusly put all the books that wers re-

{a) M% Wake's Apostolical Fathers, Bagster's Edition, 8vo, 1817, Prelim. Lhaa.

(l) AbmenLel A IIL}BN Fathers, Bagster's Edition, 8vo, Prelim. Disc. p. 196
LI U’)Soanh-,&nhol.m Hist. b. L. 9 (g) 1bid o. B,



11V, I'REFACE TO THUE BECOND EDITION,

ferred to the council for determination, under the communion table in a church,
they besought the Lord that the inspired writings might get upon the table
while the spurious ones remained underneath, and that it happened accordingly.”
A commentator (a) on this legend suggests that nothing less than such s sight
could sanctify that flery zeal which breathes throughout an edict published by
Constantine, in which he decrees that all the writings of Arius should be burned
and that any person concealing any writing composed by him, and not immedi-
ately vroducing it, and committing it to the flames, should be punished with
desth. (8) Let us, with the illustrious Jortin, (¢) consider a council called, and
rresided over by this Darbarian Founder of the church militant : by wnat
various motives the various Bishops may have been influenced ; as by reverence
to the Emperor or to his counsellurs and favourites, his slaves and sunuchs ; by
the fear of offending some great prelate, as a Bishop of Reme or of Alexandria,
whohad itin his power to insult, vex, and plague all the bishops within and with-
out his jurisdiction ; by the dread of passing for Leretics, and of being calum-
niated, 1vviled, hated, anathematised, excommmunicated, imprisoned, banished,
fined, begyared, starved, if they refused to submit; by compliance with some
sctive leading and imperious spirits ; by a deference to the majority ; by alove
of dictating and dumineering, of applause and respect ; by vanity and ambition ;
ty a total ignorance of the question in debate, or a total indifference about it ; by
private friendships ; by enmity and resentment ; by old prejudices; by hopes
of gain ; by an indolent disposition ; by good nature; Ly the fatigue of attend-
ing, aud a desire to be at home ; by the love o f peace and quiet ; and a hatred
of conteution, &c. (d) Whosoever takes these things into due consideration
will not be dinposed to pay a blind deference to the authority of general coun-
cils but will rather be inclined to judge that “ the council held by the Apostles
at Jerusalem was the first and the last in which the Holy Spirit may be affirmed
40 have presided.” (¢)
(a) Mace's N. Test., p. 875. (b) Socrates, Schol. Eocl. Hist. b. 1.™e. 9.
{r Rem. on Ecol. Ilmt vol. ii. p. 177.
() These considerations are more or less natn..l on bowminq scquainted with
Lhe li of every council, from that of Nice to that of I'rent, in the year

1645, which, Father Paul says, was for divers ends and by divers means, procured
and in:tenud hindered and deferred, for two and twenty years; and, l’or.lghhm

ears more, was suinetimes bled and ti issolved. Bnnt & trans-
tor of I'anl's llistory of that Council says, *‘it would be infinite to relate the
ot the bishops of Rome used to divert the council before it began, their

|q-1.h.|;‘a to aud fro, Lo hinder the proposing of those things which they thought
would diminish their profit or pull down their pride : and their policies to enthral
the prolates, and to procire a majority of voices.”

It is stated by Guiceianlini, that, ** as the priests were raised step by step to
aarthly power, thoy cared loss and less for religious precepta. Using kgd: spiri-
tual only as an instrument of their tomsortl authority, their business was no more
sanctity of life, increase of religion, and love and charity t.m-u\h their neighbours
—but fomenting wars 'm‘ﬁ-.& istians, and empl dv‘mg all arts and snaree to scrape
money together, and ny new luws peopls. Hence they were no
lnger respected, although, b J the powerful name of religion, they maintained
their authont,r, being helped therein,” says Guiociardini, ‘ by the fucuity which
0? of gratifying princes.”—Uniccianlini's Hist, b, I
¢) Joitin's Rem. on. Keal. Hist. vol ii p. 177.
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In accnmmadation to this opinion, the Church of England compels her clergy
u: wubseribe Lo the following among the thirty-nine “ Articles of Religion.” (a)
“ When general councils be gathered together, forasmuch as they be an ansin
bly of men, whereof all be not governed with the spirit and will of God they
way err, and sometimes have erred, even in things pertaining unto God ; where-
fore things ordained by them as necessary to salvatiun have neither streugth
nor authority, unless it way bLe declared that they be taken out of tne Huly
Bcriptures.” :

After eighteen centuries of blondshed and cruelties perpetrated in the name
of christianity, it is gradually emerging from the mystifying subtleties of fathers
oonneils and hierarchies, and the engumbering edicts of roldier-kings and papal
decretals, Charwed by the loveliness of its primitive simplicity, every sincere
huinan heart will becumne a temple for ita habitation, and every man become a
priest nnto bimwelf. Thus, and thus only, will be established the religivn of
Him, who, having the same interest with ourselves in the welfare of mankind,
Ieft ws, for the rule of our happiness, the sum and substance of his code of
peace and good will—* Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them.” :

Ry some persuns of the multitude, commualy known by the name of Chris
tiane, and who profess to suppose they do God service by calling themselves so,
the Editor has been attacked with a waliguity and fury that would have graced
the age of Mary and Elizabeth, when Cathulics put to death Protestants, and
Protestauta put to death Catholics, for the sake of him who commanded man
kind to love one another. To these assailants, he owes no explanation ; to the
craft of disingenuous criticism, he offers no reply; to the bolt of the Bigot, and
the shaft of the Shrinemaker, he scarcely condescends the opposition of a smile.

(a) Art. xxi.
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large

in the Notices before each Book,

17| In the works of 8¢, Jerome, a Father o
the Church, who died A.D. 420.

24 l’o-tallu brought the M8. from the Le.'
vant, translated it into th.ln, and csused '
it to be printed at Zarich, in 1563.

38| Received by the Gnont-iu, asetol Chyjs- !

tians in the second Oehtary,and trans.'
|lated into English by Mr. Henry Bike,:
Oriental Professor at Cambridge, in 1697."

60| Printed by Professor Cotelerits,ina note

tohis worksof the Apostolic Fathers, from
a M8.in the Kingof France’s Library, No.
2279, and Bishop of Cmsarea, A.D. 8165. '
62 Preserved by Busebins, oneof the Coun-,
oil of Nice in his Boolesiastical Elltory,
Book I. chap. 18.
68| Published by Professor Gry'nnru, in thf !
Orthodoxographia, 1655, tom. ii. p. 643.
91 Withont the artiocles of Christ's Descent
into Hell and the Communion of Sainls. Bee:
itthos handed down in Mr, Justice Bailey's
Edition of the B ok of Common Prayer,.
3vo, 1818, p. 9, nofe. Also in Bingbam’s,
Antiquities of the Christian Churcn, folio,|
1726, B. 10. 0. 4. 5. 18.
93! In the Book of Common Prayer of I'.ha
Church of England.
94 From Anoient M88.intheBorbonne and
the Library of Joannes a Viridario slu
Padus. BSee also Poole’s Annotations on'
Ool. iv. 16. and Harl. M88. Cod. 1213, |
95| JeromeranksSenecaonaccountof these!
Epistles among the holy writers of the[
Charoh. They are preserved by Bixtus:
Dslﬂemlii. in his Bibliotheque, p. 89, 80.
From the Greek MS. in the Bodleian'
Library, copied by Dr. Mille, and trans-,
mitted to Dr. Grabe, who edited nndl
priated it in his Spmkgum
111  These are *“ The GEnvINE ErisTLES oﬂ
188the A postolic Fathers: being, together with
148 the Holy Scriptures of the NEw TEsTAMENT,'
188 a complete collection of the most primitive An-.
188'tiguity for sbont a hundred and fifty ymn
172 after Cririsr. Transiaedand published with'
175a large preliminary discourse velating to the
179 Iseveyal Treatises by the most Reverend'
182 |[Father in God, William (Wake) Lord
188|Bishop of Lincoln,"” afterwards Lord Arch.:
laelbilhop of Canterbury. The anthotitiesana
9

294|proofs adduced by thiseradite and honest
209 prelate will be found in great number in,
the introduction and discourses to th::
225 Edition of the Archbishop's Translation
of these Epistles, published in 1817, by’
Mr. BageTER, Pateruoster Row.
I

Notr.—Colamn 1 contains the proper names of the Books; ool. 2 the No.of
chapters in each ; col. 3 the page whereon esoch Book commences; ocol. 4.
the anthorities for each briefly stated.



THE

Apocrpphal New  Testament.

The GOSPEL of the BIRTH OF MARY.

{In the primitive ages thers was a Gospel extant bearing this name,
aurnbuted to St. Matthew, and received as genuine and authentic by
several of the ancient Christian sects. It is to be found in the works
of Jerome, a Father of the Church, who flourished in the fourth
century, from whence the present translation is made. His con-
temporaries, Epiphanius, Bishop of Salamis, and Austin, also mention
4 Gospel under this title, The ancient copies different from Jerome's,
for frow one of them the learned Faustus, a native of Britain, who
became Bishop of Riez, in Provence, endeavoured to prove that
Christ was not the Son of God till after his baptism ; and that he
was not of the house of David and tribe of Judah, because, according
to the Gospel Le cited, the Virgin herself was not of this tribe, but
of the tribe of Levi; her father being a priest of the name of
Joachim. It was likewise from this Gospel that the sect of the
Collyridians established the worship and offering of manchet bread
and cracknels, or 