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A S the Creator of the universe has made 

man an intelligent rational being, it is his 

privilege and indispensable duty to exercise 

those powers, and to withhold his assent from 

whatever appears repugnant to his reason ; 

let no one then be so timid as to resign an 

inclination to satisfy just doubts. In Amer- 

ica no Romish priest dare prescribe limits to 

the exercise of our rasoning faculties ; and 

Protestant’ones surely will not, nay they can- 

not, consisterltly with those principles which 

justify their dissent from the Ronlish commu- 

nion. An honest desire to obtain truth, wili 

sanctify the most rigid scrutiny into every 

thing ; and no authority can be so sacred as 

to set aside the most valuable distinction of 

humanity, with which our Creator has fur- 

nished us, or to give the lie to our most self- . 
evident conceptions of right and wrong. 

ff 



If the liberty, of which Americans boast 
the possession, mean any thing, it must pri- 

marily include freedom of thought ; without 

which there can be no freedom of action. 

Thns it must mean an uncontrouled power 
to examine the validity of every proposition 

offered to our assent ; without which power, 
and thtS due exercise of it, our assent cannot 
be the assent of rational beings. Who is 
most the friend to h11nlan kind, and to trulh ? 
those who appeal to the human understand- . 

iyg, and submit to the public judgment 
whether things are really so or not ; or those 
who say, 6‘ they are so !-they shall be so ! 

you &all acknowledge them to be so, or else 

be dam/led 8” 

Let not weak minded Christians lament 

what they call licentious abuses of that 

liberty on which we are happy to congratu- 
late ourselves : Injudicious productions of 
the pen will always meet the treatment they 
deserve. Fallacious pretensions to reason- 

ing cannot deceive mankind in these liberal 
times ; nor can truth be obscured when the 
attention of honest inquirers after it is pro- 
perly exerted L 

In 



PREFACE. V 

In the following work, clearness, just re- 

presentation, rational demonstration, and con- 

cl usive argument, it is believed,, will corn- 

pensate for any literary defects. 

Truth, undecked with the embellishments 

of literature, may be deemed by the pedantic 

and superficial reader, contemptible non- 

seme ; while falsehood, arrayed in the bril- 

liant style of the learned, will dazzle t!leir 

weak minds, and prepossess them in its Favor. 

But men of solid sense, possessed of enlight- 

ened and liberal minds, will strip the sub- 

ject of their investigation of all disguise, and 

judge impartially of its intrinsic xnxit. To 
the juclgment of such men, the following 

examination is respectfully submitted. 

“ In vain may delusive eloquence strew corruption 

4‘ with her flowers ; the sun of Truth shall wither 

4’ them, and expose the foul deception.” 

A2 
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INTRODUCTION. 

a T is ,an incontrovertible fact, founded 
on universal observation and experience, 
that there are virtuous, devout men of 
all nations and denominations in the 
world, however inconsisteni and absurd 
the fabulous or supernatural parts of 
their forms or systems of religion may 
be. Consequently every system that 
embraces the principles of morality, vir- 
tuei and religion, which God has im- 
planted in human nature, inculcating, 
agreeably thereto, a belief in the Su- . 
preme Being, the imkortality of the ,. -. 

soul, and necessity of a virtuous life, in 
order to enjoy confidence in G-od here, 
and happiness hereafter, whatever falsi- 
ties are attached to them through ignor- 
ance or design, may be benefical to those 

that 
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that can believe, For God having es- 
tabiishcd one universal, internal, incor- 
ruptibIe medium of religion in human 
ir, telligence, respects the external corrnp- 
tible f’orrns or systems of nations and 
communities no more than he does th.2. 
professions or persons of men ; it is. the 
upright, virtnous, religions man who 
fears to ofTend, and loves his Raker, 
that God respects. Let linen shew the 
superiority of their systems, and value 
them according to their rationality and 
the good ef5xt.s they produce in society, 
but let none be so presumptuous as to 
attempt imposing them upon the world 
as divine, nor pretend to e&lusive fa- 
vours from an ilnpartial God, to whom 
the whole human race are eqJ.ially dear, 
and who makes no distinction ..+between 
man and man, only as they distinguish 
themselves by their obedience to his di- 
vine law implanted in their heart, This 
truth is verified by God himself, and 
men of all nations and denominations 

enjoy 
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enjoy its blessings, but through igno- 
rance and the influence of impost~ire, 
reject the internal medium through 
which they in reality receive them. To 
set this matter beyoncl a doubt, let the 
best form of worship be’strictly observ- 
ed, if the will and affections of the ob- 
server are not right, or in other words 
if he is not obedient to the internal 
manifestations of God, he will feel guil- 
ty and condemned under a conscious- 
ness of his disobedience, notwith- 
standing his unshaken faith in the best 
external, system, and rigid observance 
of all its rites and forms of worship. 
On the other hand if, he is obedient to 
those internal manifestations, he will 
*enjoy peace and confidence in God, 
free from the least sense of guilt or con- 
demnation, although no external form 

.should be observed, but that of an up- 
right, amiable a:rd religious deport- 
ment ; which is full proof’ that all exter- 

nal 
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n-al for&s or systems, though good in 
their place, and necessary fix the pro- 
motion of’ religion, l,he order and union 
of sac-iety, and therefore cannot be dis- 
pensed ~fith, are but human, and in 
themselves conlain not one single essen- 
tial principle of’ religion. 

When, tilerefi,re, the authors and ad- 
vocates of a system, pretend to partial 
and s~iprrnat!~ral communications from 
the Creator oi’ the universe, and thunder 
forth bulls and dogmas, dooming to de- 
struction all who believe not their hu- 
man system to be divine; when a view 
is taken of’ the compilation on which 
their system is fuunded, of the faJ& 
hoods, absurdities ind wickedne&here- 
in.?ontained, and attributed to God ; 

when it is considered that the increas- 
ing multitude of enlightened men, who 
cannot consistently with the character 
of reasonable beings, and their ideas of 

the 
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the wisdom and purity of God, believe 
such things, are on that accollnt lo~~kc~l 
upon as enemies to God, ~~nworI\~y of 
human society, and in many parts of 
the world made the viclims of intoler- 
ance, -h t1tna_~~_~y,.,,_ weeI’s for their ._ _*.. ,._ -, 

wrongs, and justice indignant calls for 
redress. It”was the consideration of 

. . ,. 

this persec\ltion by human Fystems, to.- 
gether with a pure desire of clearing 
fabulous nonsense and imposture out of _... ,, 

the way, which dictated this examina- 
tion, that a rational system of relig- 
ion might be established : a system 

founded on the power, wisdom and 
munificence of God, which is seen in 
the immensity and order of the creation, 
and in the abundance with which he 
fills the earth, and on the manifestation 
of his moral and divine law, implanted 
in all mankind ; a system founded on 

the certain authority of God, agreea- 
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bly tn his attributes, and worthy of his 
ratiunal creatures, and not on the pre- 
posterous autlrority of man, who being 
at brst ftillible, and often exceedin,ply 
1~ icked, are unworthy of such high con- 
fidence, even though their relation 
EI;(.~uld not imply a violation of the 
Isws of nature ;- but to hold it a duty 
to place corlfidcnce in man, capable of 
fiilsehood and imposture, when they rc- 
late things contrary to nature, reason, 
and expe?ience, is an absolute palpable 
violation of every principle by which 
truth can be discovered; or imposture 
detected. But before benign concilia- 
ting religion, fi*ee from all imposture, 
can be established, the fabricators and 
advocates of contending supernatural 
systems of religifx3, have, by their pre- 
sumptuous folly, in proscribing all oth- 
ers, rendered an exposure of their false- 
hood unavoidable. 

However 
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However sublime supernatural sys- 
tems may have appeared in the dark 
ages of the world, when mankind were 
kept in gross icnorance by the knavery .“_..“..r_ *__. s.,.. .“.i*r”l 
and oppression of’ priests and kings, and 

I 

nearly oti .a level ‘with ilk brute crea- c 

tion ‘i’ however successful they have been 
through the means of superstition, and 
support of despotic kings, who have 
used them as the instruments of ambi- 
tion, slaughter, plunder, and extension 
of power ; together with tile inclefatiga,- 
ble exertions of professional men, who 
have got into the pulpit from no better 
motives (if men are to be known by 
their conduct) than the obtaining an “..._,__.,....8 _ ,..,, ..- :.. I’ 
easy luxurious living, except only those , .. .-.... . I . . ..-. __.,__..“,. “_, 

w&-meaning, unenlight&ed, supersti- 
tious characte.rs, whose sincerity, want 
of information, and blind zeal, render 
them the easy dupes and tools of im- 
posture, and who’ are ready to believe 
every thing, however extravagant, un- 

natural 
R 
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naturai and absurd, as r?veaIed incom- 
prehensible mysteries. i knd notwith- 
standing the holy wars, bloody cru- 
sades, the fire through which the vic- 
tims of imposture, tyranny and super- 
stition have been made to pass, the 
saws, harrows, and all the tortures that 
have been inflicted to enforce,* and the 
innumerable books written to defend-) 
what ? not the trut.h, but falsehood, foi’ 
every good man is a lover of truth, and 
the wicked respect it. 

Notwithstanding all these things, the 
light of reason has illuminated the civ- 
ilized world, and the 
racles have lost in a 
influence and power 

advocates of mi- 
great degree their 
to“ impose. The 

. . 
deformed monster of oppression, lmpos- 
ture and superstition, which has so long 

. extended its dark and baneful influence 
over the human race, fettering 
tional powers of the mind with 

* 2 Sam. xii. 31,~ 1 Chron, xx* 3. 

the ra- 
unprin- 
r_ cipled 
‘. 
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cipled dogmas, miracles, dreams, vi- 
sions, prophecies, and supernatural com- 
munications, which would in the very 
nature of things produce nothing but 
fanatics, knaves, and hypocrites, did 
not the divine internal system, the foun- 
dation of all moral good and of relig- 
ion, the divinity within man, oppose its 
dire effects. This monster, by the power 
of truth and reason, operating freely upon 
rational, unprejudiced inquiring minds, 
has received a deadly wound, and will, 
in all probability, ere long, meet that 
fate imposture justly merits. 
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AN 

IMPARTIAL EXAA~INATIUN 

OF THE 

CH~4PTER 1. 

f2REATION. 

T 0 discover the truth, or at least the 
reasonableness of things, before they are 
confided in, is a duty man owes to God, 
society and himself, and any doctrine that 

.militates against this duty is absolutely 
false, and cannot be of God. This grand 
truth being firmly established, will serve 
as an infalliable test in this examination 

: 

LOOSES is the reputed author of the his- 
tory of creation, and of the introduction 

B ‘i fid 
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of evil into the moral world by the subtil- 
ty of a serpent ; events which took place, 
according to the chronology of the Bi- 
ble, more than two thousand years be- 
fore he was .born. 

Moses then, or some one else, says, 
that on ,the first day of creation, God 
said, “ let there be light, and there was 
iigh t- ; and God divided the light from 
the darkness, and called the light day, 
and the darkness he called night ; and 
the evening and the morning were the 
first day. On the second day, God made 
the firmament in the midst of the wa- 
ters, and divided the waters which were 
under the firmament from the waters 
which were above the firmament. On 
the third day, the earth brought forth 
grass, herbs, and trees. On the 
fourth day God made two great lights, 
the greater light to rule the day, and 
the lesser light to rule the night : he 
mad& the stars also, and God sc:t tlrcrn 
in the firmament of the hcavcn 10, zive 

lig!l t 
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light upon the earth, and to rule over 
the day and over the night, and to di- 
vide the iight from the dark&s,” 

In this account is seen the unequivo- 
cal proof of misrepresentation, the mere 
conjecture of a person igilorant of causes 
and effects, who having no ideaof water 
being raised from the earth by the 
power of the sun, conceived that water 
was created above the firmament. ‘r 11 u s 
respecting the deluge, it is said the foun- 
tains of the great deep were broken up, 
and the windows of heaven were opened. 
But had the fountains of the great deep 
been broken up, or in other words had 
there been a vast body of water in a 
state of incrustation, and a conc’ussion 
and inundation had taken place, the rai- 
sing the water from the earth into the 
air, would not, when it descended again, 
increase the original quantity. This 
shews that the windows of heaven were 
mentioned as affording an additional 

quantity ’ 
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quantity of water, agreeable to the his- 
torian’s idea of the division of the water 
when the world was created. 

The historian discovers no less want. 
of understanding of causes and effects, 
respecting day and night, for he informs 
us, immediately after the chaos of mat- 
ter was brouglIt into existence, that 
light was created, which, being divided 
from darkness, was called day, and the 
darkness night, and that the evening 
and the Inorning were the firsl: day. That 
on the fourth day, two great lights were 
made, the greater light to rule the day, 
alld the lesser light to rule the night. 
Now it is manifest that the historian, or 
ignorant pl,iIosopher, had no idea of the 
sun being the only source of day in this 
world, or he could not have conceived 
aii idea of the existence of day and 
night, morning and evening, before the 
sun was created, 

JJis 
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His notions are no less erroneous res- 
pecting the nature of the moon ; he 
says God made two great lights, mean- 
ing the sun and moon ; but it is well 
known in this enlightened age, that the 
moon is a dark body, and only q?ecfs the 
light of the sun. Of this, however, the 
historian had no conception, nor will 
it be wondered at when it is recollected, 
that long after Moses’ day, men of sci- 
ence believed the earth to be a flat body, 
and entertained many other opinions 
that have since been found erroneous. 

Glaring inconsistency, contradiction 
and absurdity, are also manifest with 
respect to the creation of grass, herbs, 
and trees. In the account of the third 
day’s work, it is said that the earth 
brought them forth, but in the follow- 
ing chapter, verse Sth, it is asserted that 
every plant and herb was created before 
they grew, or were in the earth ; and, 
to confirm the contradiction, a most 

curious 
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curious reason is assigned,--“ for the 
Lord God,” says the account, “ had 
not caused it to rain upon the earth, 
and there was not a man to till the 
ground.” Now in the name of corn- 
mon sense, what had man’s tilling the 
ground, or rain, to do with creation ? or 
what could put it into the fabricator’s 
head to make such a blunder ?-Accord- 
ing to his own account, could not God 
have caused the earth to vegetate with- 
out rain, or the assistance of man, as 
easy as he caused day and night, morn- 
ing and evening without the sun ?- 
Rut were the grass and trees, which ap- 
pear to have been forgot in the recital, 
created also before they grew, or were 
in the earth, and planted afterwards ? 
-Will not such absurdity silence the 
boasting advocates of inspired writings ? 

The creation of fowls, also, merits 
particular attention. It is said in the 
account of the fifth day’s work of ,cre- 

ation, 
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ation, that “ God said, let the water 
bring forth abundantly the moving crea- 
tures that hath life, and fowl that may 
fly above the earth, in the. open firma- 
ment of heaven ; and God created great 
whales, and every living creature that 
moveth, which the waters brought forth 
abundantly after their kind, and every 
winged fowl after his kind.” 

According to this part of the account, 
it is clear beyond all controversy, that 
the waters brought forth every winged 
fowl after their kind ; but in the f’ollow- 
ing chapter, verse I$Jth, it is said, that 
“ out of the ground the Lord formed 
every beast of the field, and every fowl 
of the air” Here are contradictions 
which the advocates for the inspiration 
of the account, cannot reconcile ; even 
conjecture, to which they always fly for 
refuge from the pursuit of truth, will 
not enable them to hide the marks of 
falsehood that imposture has indelibly 

stamped 
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stamped on the account. “ A house 
divided against itself cannot stand.” 
This approved adage, founded on rea- 
son and experience, will lose nothing of 
its force when applied not only to the 
account now nnder consideration, but 
also to the subjects of the investigation 
generally. 

A little enqniry will demonstrate the 
folly of admitting that God ever did, 
or ever will communicat,e to any man 
an account of tile manner in which he 
created the world. Because such a 
communication would be inconsistent 
with a probationary state with respect 
to the man ,that received it, as he would 
then be in a state of certain knowledge, 
and consequently cease to be a free 
agent and probationer on the principle 
of faith, agreeable to the manifest de- 
sign of God, and the present state of 
man. And because it would be use- 
less to the vvorld, since no declaration 

whatever, 



OF THE BIBLE. 25 

whatever, of one man to. another, can 
merit imp_li,c,it c_onf+nce ; it must stand __,” .,... . . 
the test Of rational investigation before 
it ought to be believed, for faith that 
does not originate in the understanding, 
is only nominally professed in ignor- 
ance ; and tlie intelligent, rational, and 
divine principles that God has implant- 
ed in the human mind, the infinite wis- 
dom, omniscience, and omnipotence, 
manifested universally, produce a faith 
in the moral world, of the existence of 
the Supreme Being, Creator of heaven 
and earth, which an account delivered 
by fallible man, could not possibly do, 

SO P owerful and universal are the con- 
victions of nature on this subject, that 
it is believed no man ever lived without 
them. It is the height of folly and ig- 
norance to attribute the account to God, 

not only because of its inconsistency in 
placing the man that should receive it 
in a state of absolute certainty respect.. 
ing eternity, (a state, hostile to free 

C 
agency, 



qpcy, to virtue, and to tile order of 
God, j b!~t 31~0 ~WWC ;I pnrticular a~- 

count Of tile manlier of creation would 

he Void of the least utility, a mere grat- 

ification of idle curiosity, and therefore 

unworthy Of God to communicate, even 

Were it not inconsistent with, and llostile 

to the divine order of things. The Iiv- 
ing, powerful, universal, and eternal 
manifestations of God, which are for 
ever seen and felt by every age, and by 
every individual, are the only rational 
and proper grounds of faith that can 
possibly exist ; before which divine 
source of intelligence, the declarations 
of ten thousand men, professing to have 
had revelations made to them, would 
vanish like the pale moon before the re- 
fulgent rays of the rising sun. Was 
the realities of eternity universally un- 
veiled to the moral world, for one day, 
the probationary state which God has 
established on the principle oFrational 
and moral certainty, would be entirely 

destroyed 
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destroyed with respect to that part of 
mankind, who having arrived to years of 
understanding, should be beholders of 
the miracle. 

This being obvious, can any man on 
serious reflection, confide in those ac- 
counts of stlpernatural communications, 
that are subversive of free moral agen- 
cy, of faith, virtue and religion, which 
originate not in the astonishment of 
miracles, that operate with irresistible 
force on the senses, to the exclusion of 
the use of reason, or in any thing out 
of nature ; but in the gentle, gradual 
improvement, and unrestrained, volun- 
tary application of the rational, moral, 
and divine power with which God has 
formed the human mind. They are al- 
so at variance with the immutable or- 
der of God, which has been experien- 

ced in every age of the world, without 
the least*account of any supernatural 
communication, wherever the means of 

detecting 



detecting imposture are tolerated ? Free 
inquiry, the exercise of reason, and’;*&: 
$Wz!nent of the powers of the mind, 
have put a st.op to tile further intrckiuc- 
tion of imposition, has invalidated and 
d&%~~~&I”all confidence in those which 
have been received by blind supersti- 
tion, and advocated by bigotry, preju- 
dice and hyi>ocrisy, and has checked 
and overthrown the despotic power of 
barbarous priests and tyrants. 

It ought not to pass unnoticed, that 
in the account mentioned above, it is 
said, (‘ out of the ground the Lord God 
formed every beast of the field, and 
every fowl of the air, and brought thern 
to Adam to see what he would call 
them, and whatsoever Adam called ev- 
ery living creature, that was the narne 
thereof.” Was the whale, and every 
fish of the sea, brought also to Adam 
to be named by him ?--Or was it a 
miracle too great for God to perform, 



OF THE BIBLE. 39 

although consistency in an impartial 
nomination of every part of creation, 
trees,. llerbs and plants not excej)ted, 
required it ?- Or was it a circumstance 
which escaped the notice of the fabxi- 
cator ? 

These are reasonable questions, which 
the advocates for the ini;pirn!ion of the 
account may endeavour to answer, bL?t 
it is apprehended tllat every attempt to 
solve them, will 01lly serve to cr~nfirm 

the conviction of the iirrpossibility of 
the account being of divilie inspiration. 

In short, the whole account is render- 
ed ridiculous, and unworthy the least dr- 
gree of confidence, by its inconsistency, 
self contradiction, and total want of 
utility ; and tllerefbrc man’s duty to 
God, so&q, ail<1 himself, forbid his 
believitlg it a rev&Con from God. 

c2 
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Cl_1_4I’TER II. 

ADAM, MAN’S NATURE, &EC. 

AVING shewn the account of-cre- 
ation (that part respecting Adam at pre- 
sent excepted) to be false, as a revelation 
from God, and contemptible nonsense 
as a production of man ; the rules of 
justice and of fair decision, do not make. 
it necessary to advance farther proof 
to invalidate the whole, But that no 
possible way may be left for men, whose 
pecuniary interests are in danger, (and 
who, there is cause to expect, will resist 
conviction itseIf, when it militates 
against their grandeur, ease and sump- 
tuous living) to offer any thing in oppo- 
sition to truth, the investigation shall 
proceed with as much brevity as possi- 
ble. 

Man’s nature, it is said, is not now the 
same as it was when God created him,. 

though 
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though he should be free from having 
committed any sin in his own person’, 
or any way instrumental in the conrmis- 
sion of it. in tile person of anotllcr. That 
‘God created all mankind in Adam alld 
Eve upright, and in his own image, but 
by their being overcome, and yielding 
to tile fallacious jxrsnasion of a speech- 
less, irrational reptile, they lost the 
favour aild image of God, and involved 
their postel,ity in guilt and elldiess tor- 
ment. That it was not llowever a mere 
serpent that beguiled tllern, but a devil 
that entered into it, by which stratagem 
he not only destroyed the image of God 
from their souls, but imparted his own 
to them, and all succeeding generations. 
That a Son of God came down from 
heaven and died a temporal death, that 
there might be a possibility of man’s 
escaping eternal death, by obeying the 
call of God, and receiving the grace his 
Son obtained for the world, by his righ- 
teousness, death and intercession. 

These 
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Tllese are the leading doctrines of the 
Cltristian system of religion ; the whole 
of which has been f%brica,ttxl on the ri- 
diculous attempt of some one to account 
for the origin of sin, and tile cause of 
deat I-r, probably without any intention 
to impose it upon the world as revelation 
from G-od. 

Moses, as the teacher and leader of 
the Jews, was deeply interested in the 
knowieclge of the cause of so estraordi- 
nary an ever&t ; both as it respected the 
nature and disposition of the people he 
had to govern, and the opposition he 
had to meet with fimm a devil (which 
;~ccording to the Christian doctrine must 
have been exceeding great) and also 
that he might account to the people for 
:t circumstance apparently so absurd, as 
that of a serpent, having bv subtle argu- +’ 
ment, prevailed on Eve to ciisobey her 
God. _ Is it possible, had God revealed 
the account to Moses, that he would 
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have concealed from him the knowledge 
of so grand an adversary ? certainly not; 
yet Moses knew nothing of-those mys- 
teries which the Christians make his 
account to contain. Not one word can 
be found in all the writings attributed 
to him, respecting fallen angels, a devil, 
or a Son of’ God, which, if true, must 

- have been the foundation of the Jewish 
religion, as well as 
therefore could not 
omitted by him in 
gion. 

the Cln-istians, and 
possibly have been 
ilis system of reli- 

Christianity appears to have origina- 
ted in the dissentions of the Jews, as 
new doctrines and sects have since orig- 
inated in tire dissentions of the profes- . . . > .,,_.,.. 1. __ __ ^ 

sors of Christianity. The conduct of ‘- ., ,, 
the priests ‘-’ servants, who used to put 
their flesh-hooks into the pot, and take 
out the best pieces of the people’s of- 
ferings, and many other instances of 
infamous conduct resyecting their sacri- 

fices, 



ficcs, occasioned considerable dissatis- 
faction among the tribes of Israel. It is 
llighly probable that it was this wretch- 
ed state of hings, which gave rise 
t0 tile fi\bYiClltioil of a new system of 
religion, lIpon the foundation of the old, 
Which Ilad sunk into contempt, and 
proved 1.00 gross an imposition any lon- 
ger to afford a prospect, or encourage 
a hope of gaining prosclyt-es, and decei- 
ving the \7orId. Tile ~l~“l)lict Isaiah 
commenced the work, as will presently 
be shown, by declaring all oblat-ions vain, 
and an abomination unto God ; and by 
exhorting the people, instead of sacri- 
fices, to put away the evil of their do- 
ings, and return unto the Lord, who 
would have mercy on them and. abun- 
dantly pardon. This was rational and 
natural religion, but which unhappily 
terminated in the irrational and super- 
natural system of Christianity, or spirit- 
ualization of imposture, and of fabulous 
“;:,.les, 

I& 
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It will now be proper to introduce the 
account on tvl~iCh tile Christian doc- 
trine is founded, and then inquire for 
that evidence of its divine origin, which 
is necessary to constitute it worthy of 
G.od, and proper for rational beiqp to‘ 

believe. in the third chapter of Gene- 
sis, it is as follows, “ Now the serpent 
was more subtile than any beast of the 
field which the Lord God had made, 
and he said unto the woman, yea, bath 
God said, ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden ? and the woman said un- 
to the serpent, we may eat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden,-but of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
God bath said ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest. ye die. 
And the serpent said unto the woman, 
ye shall not surely die ; for God cloth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye 
shall be as God, knowing good and evil, 

And when the woman saw, 8x. she took 
. Of 
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of the frnit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her hu~bnnd with her ; 
and he did eat. And the Lord said un- 
to the serpent, bccanse thou hast done 
this, thou art cur-ed above ail cattle, 
and above every brta3t of the field ; up- 

on thy beily shalt than go, ant! dust 
shalt thou eat all the days of thy lii‘e ; 
and 1 will. put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel. And the 
Lord God said, behold, the man is be- 
come as one of us, to know good and 
evil ; and now lest he put forth his hand, 
and take also of the tree of life, and eat, 
and live forever ; therefore the Lord God 
sent him forth from the garden of Eden, 
to till the ground from whence he was 
taken? 

Can this account authorize the Chris- 
tian system of religion ? there is not 
a word in it of a devil going about 

like 
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Iike a. roaring lion, seeking whom. he 
inay devour, nor of a Son of God, re- 

deeming the wofld. 

Has a Devil been busy ever since he 
deceived Eve, in seeking the ruin of the 
human race, and did it not concern 
mankind to know it, until four thousand 
years after he l)egan his depredations ? 
To apologize for this absurdity, it is 
said, that n~an, in tllc first ages of’ the 
world, was incapable of comprci~end- 
ing so spiritual and sublime a revtla- 
tion. The inconsistency of this pallia- 
tion will appear evident, when it is re- 
collected that those fabricators also as- 
sert that the human understanding is cf ._. ., ” 
no use in this mystePio~~Y”sys~kr~ of i-clig- 
ion ; that the distinctions of humanity are 
under the despotic power of a devil, 
and incapable of spiri tr:al discernment ; 

that the knowledge is received only by 
faith, and that not of ourselves, it is 
the gift of God. So that, according to 

II their 
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their doctrine, if man, in the first ages 
of the world, did not comprehend the 
revelations made to him, it was not for 
urant of any thing that was in their 
power to do, but because God withheld 

the knowledge from them. But impos- 
Wre unveils itself when it asserts that 
“Enoch walked with God ; and he was 
not, for God took him,” that “I$lijah 
went up by a wllirlwind into heaven,” 
and that “ the Lord spake unto Moses 
face to face, as a man speaketh to his 
friend .” These are distinguished marks 
of divine favour, grace, and wisdom, 
which has never been experienced by 
man, since the second pretended reve- 
lation. If truth is consistent, and ever 
in harmony with itself, let a rational 
world determine whether or not these 
inconsistent doctrines and accounts, 
which evidently belie each other, are 
not the spurious offspring of imposture. 
In vain will its advocates endeavour to 

make 
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make those discordant parts harmonize, 
or impose on an enlightened world, 
gross falsehood for divine truth. 

It is very certain,. t&I Moses received 
the above account from G.od, he could 
not have been ignorant of its nature ; 

and it certainty appears that he had no 
idea of any thing more than a mere ser- 
pent. Had he known that a fallen angel 
had entered into it, he would no,t have 
called it “ more subtle than any beast 
of the field which the Lord God had 
made,” neither would he have said that 
God cursed it for what he permitted a 
superior power to compel it to do. I 65 

will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.” Who does not see 
that those ideas were derived from com- 
mon observation ; serpents, many of 
them, are poisonous reptiles, and are fre- 
queritly fatal to individuals. And as 

they 
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they glide with their bodies on the 
ground, the heel is generally most ex- 
posed to their venemous attack, and, so 
great is the dread, and aversion to them 
on that account, &at no man ever sees 
oile without killing it if he can, and the 
head’skld‘c& k&apes. being exceedingly 
bi+uised ; wl~ich is highly proper : for, 
although they answer a good purpose 
while confined to the wilderness, they 
would be ruinous, if sufTered to exist 
near society. As to the Fabled para- 
dise, which no man ever saw, the au- 
thor, to avoid detection, or the appear- 

. ante of gross, barefaced fiction, drove 
his ideal culprit out of it, for a most 
curious reason, “ lest he put foi*th his 

hand, and take of the tree of life, and 
eat, and live forever,” Nothing caq be 
more absurd than this account, and 
serves to prove that it was the author’s 
Cdiculous opinion that man was design- 
ed to exist in this world for ever, and 

that 
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that the invented story of Adam’s dis- 
obedience by means of a subtle ser- 
pent, and fall of’ all mankind in him, was 
to account for what observation taught 
him to know was the contrary. 

in God, that man sho!lld II.‘;. k:.. : ‘I :;( I. 

and evil ; “ 1Sehold, the miili 1 ,- 2 !; ‘, : 

one of us, to know good ii. : : ‘. j 9~. ; *’ 

Which implies that man was crtla\cd 
with a nature, in which it was not only 
impossible for sin to originate, but also 
impossible for him to have the least con- 
ception of it. Consequently, had Adam 
not been seduced by a subtle serpent, 
or devil, or by some other way, he would 
not have been a moral agent ; and what 
pleasure could God have taken in be- 
holding creatures acting like machines, fiy.-. ,,_, _* I 

without will or choice, from absolute 
necessity. SO that imposture represents 
man indebted to the kind offices of a 
devil for his m.oral agency, the improve- 

D2 ment 
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ment of his nature, and for the free aca 
ceptable worship of God. But if it was 

impossible for sin to originate in man, 
how came it possible for it to originate 
in a devil, who must have been created 
a pure Angel in the realms of eternal 
bliss and glory, and no doubt in the im- 
mediate presence of God ?--Was he 
tempted by anotlrer devil ?-This is too 
absurd to suppose, for it leads to a race 
of devils co-existent with eternity. The 
account al50 implies, that men would 

have increased and peopled the world, 
and that they would have remained in 
a state of nakedness, regardless of their 
situation as brutes, aild nearly on a level 
with them ; subsisting only on the 
spontaneous productions of the vege- 
table creation : and consequently, the 
fishes of the sea, the fowls of the air, the 
beasts of the field, wool, cotton, flax, 
hemp, silk, and every tree except those 
that yielded fruit, would he been use- 

less 
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less to them. The mineral kingdom 
also, that contains such valuable and 
useful metals, and precious gems, 

which are a source of support perhaps 
to more than half the world, and which 
society could not do well without, would 
have been created in vain, There al>- 
pears to be but one conjecture that can 
be offered in reply ti> those remarks, 
which is, that God knowing Adam 

.’ 
/ ,- would fall): prcviou.sly provided for tire 

event. It is not only consistent, but 
in inany cases indispensably necessary, 
for rnan to make provision before hand 
for an event which he is morally certain) 
will take place, because it might not be 
in his power to make the necessary pro- 
vision at the moment it should be re- 
quired. Rut this cannot be applied to ’ 

the subject under consideration, for the 
motives that would influence a man in 

such a case cannot be attributed to God; 
it would tberefcw be more reasonable 

to 
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to conclude, that’had God created man 
in the state it is said he did, he would 
leave’ created nothing more than was 
necessary to accomplish his plan ; and 
that if any conduct of man, could have 
made a further creation necessary, it 
would not have been done until after 
such conduct had taken place ; that the 
mind of man might not Ix perplexed, 
by the appearance of God’s being 
the author of’ what he has condem- 
ned and punished them for, which 
would involve the moral system in a 
state of incertitude. It cannot be sup- 
posed that any one would say, that God 
created those things, that man might 
behold his wisdom and power, univef- 
sally displapccl, because the mineral 
kingdom is hid in the bowels of the 
earth, and nothing but the hand of labour 
and ofart can exhibit it to thehuman eye. 
Obvious absurdity, and every appearance 

of gross falsehood pervade the whole of 

7 t.his 
I. . 

:A 
I i 
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this account ; and therefore, man’s duty 
to God, society, and himself, forbids his 
believing it a revelation from God ; con- 
sequently the fabrication of Christian- 
ism, must share the fate of its founda- 
tion ? 

A man, by shutting his eyes, may be 
in darkness in the midst of light ; so by 
prejudice, sinister or temporal consid- 
erations, man’s mental perception may 
be blinded, and prevented from seeing y . 4 * .*. 

the most se!l&evident truth. But this *.x, ._... ,._____ 

examination is for the world at large, 
and will prove acceptable to many wor- 
thy men, who love their God, and de- 
light in the practice of virtue ; but are 
nevertheless considered children of a 
devil, because they have not been con- 
verted from the enlightened faith of 
reason, to that of blind superstition, 
and from a confidence that their peaoe 
of mind and future happiness depend on 

their 
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their obedience to the law of ,God, 
which is recognised and acknowledged 
by every power and faculty of the sod. 

E.0 art nor power on earth can erase or 
alter it ; it needs no translation ; it was 
not revealed to any man or set of men, 
to be communicated by them to others 
of different languages ; it was not given 
to the world on paller in HArew, Greek, 
or Latin, but it is established in the in- 
telligence of man, and as insel)arable 
from him, as his reason, understanding, 
memory, orany facul:y he possesses. It is 
the univereal edict of God, and no man 
can disavow it, urlless all the powers of 
his SOUI are perverted by the love and 
practice of sin. The more a rn?n exer- 
cises -ilis rational powers in the pursuit 
of truth, and I>rac.tice of virtue and 

piety, the rnorc enlightened and estab- 
lished he will be in the plan and purpo- 
ses of God, in creating this world ; and 
tile more he will adore and praise God, 

from 

3 
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from a grateful sense of present benee 
fits, an’d for that eternitv of bliss he is 
passing on through 
cause a man is not 
faith and practice, 
with a devil, and 

,. J 

time, to enjoy. He- 
converted from this 
to an acquaintance 
to an acknowledg- 

ment of him as his father, and the au- 
thor of CC every thought and imagina- 
tion of the heart of man, and that con- 
tinually,“---“ he shall be damned !“- 
There is not a man on earth, who is not 
irrecoverably hardened in a wicked 
course, .but can bear testimony to the 
falsehood of. this doctrine, which will 
hereafter be fully shown. 

The absurdity has been shown of sup- 
posing Adam, or the first man, could 
not have sinned, had it not been for a 
devil, because it leads to a race of devils 
co-existent with et.ernity, and would 
make sin to originate with God. The 
story of Adam’s representation of the 
human race, of original sin, and the 

doctrine 
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doctrine fabricated thereon, are no less 
absurd, an4 obviously appear to have 
Qriginated in total ignorance of human 

nature, which ignorance too generally 
prevails in the present age, to the dis- 
grace of an intelligent rational world. 
I-Iow clear, and cvcry way consistent, 
and worthy of God, is the doctrine of 
truth and rc’ason on t.llis Ilend. hIan 
was created perftxtly free from all evil, 
but lie was also created with the pow- 
ers of a rational king, and of a free 
moral agent, cnlx~ble of preservi’ng his 
purity, or of losing it. The worlci is a 
state of prohtion, and man’s teinpora- 
ry existence in it, a life of trial, design- 
ed to perfect the created human nature, 
which all men are born with, in how- 
ledge and virtue, as f’t-t.e moral agents. 
By wllich divine ortlcr, tile original 
natui-e of man, consisting of principles 
only, derive a moral cllarac,tcr, ‘tirher 
virtuous or wicked, and become capaI$e 

of 
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of reward or punishment. Was this not 
the case, but that man was created in 
a state of complete perfection, he could 

. 
not have acquired the character of a vir- 
tuous morai agent, nor could he have 
had any thing to do, but remain as he 
was created, without the least improve- 
ment of his rational and moral powers, 
in the free, voluntary attainment of 
knowledge and virtue. And like a su- 
perior order of brutes, go out of the 
world as they came into it, since it nev- 
er was the will .of God that man should 
remain here, for ever excluded from his 
heavenly kingdom, as the fabulous 
story implies. 

This worId is every way admirably 
suited to man’s situation as a moral agent 
and candidate for eternal glory ; he 1la.s~ 
earth under his feet, heaven over his 
head, an immortal soul in a mortal 
body ; i-n his intelligence are the agents 
of God, reason, understanding, and the 

E divine 
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divine law, they shew him what is good, 
and what is evil, they convince him of his 
true interest, and of God’s gracious will 
towards him ; and at thesame time warn 
him of the imminent danger the glorious 
plan of God unavoidably exposes him 
to as a free moral agent. He has pas- 
sions and propensities (which are abso- 
lutely necessary for moral agents to pos- 
sess) to regulate, and k&p in perfect sub- 
jection to reason and duty, or they will 
spread devastation and ruin through 
the moral system, and involve ‘the soul 
in sin, misery, and condemnation. He 
has also his temporal existence, various 
and numerous wants to provide for, and 
and if not attentive to the divine mon- 
itor in his heart, will neglect his spirit- 
ual and eternal concerns, and t.ake 
improper steps to procure the necessa- 
ries of life. In doing which he per- 
verts the order of God, shrinks from 
the test of virtue, sins against his bette‘r 

knowledge,’ 
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knowledge, against the moral and di- 
vine law implanted in his heart, and 
will render himself, if not prevented by 
sincere repentance and reformation, ob- 
noxious to God, unworthy and unqual- 
ified for that glory he was created to . 

inherit. Let it be observed that until 
man comes to years of understanding, 
or use of reason, he cannot sin against 
the law of God, because it exists in his 
rational, intelligent powers, and cannot 
be understood before those powers come 
to maturity ; and because it is the will 
of God, that man should believe and 
act on rational principles. (Wow does 
this agree with “ believe,” though you 
cannot nnderstand, or you “ shall 
be, damned I”) But he is accountable 
to those under whose care he is 
placed, and they are responsible to 
God for his evil actions, or habits, if 
owing to the neglect of their duty, 
either as it re’spects their own conduct, 

or 



or the conduct of those intrusted to 
their care. 

If it is admitted that it never was the 
will of God, that man should remain in 
this world for ever, (which undoubted- 
ly it never was, for if man was made 
to remain here, his disobedience could 

not have made it necessary to remove 
him to heaven, and become the me.ans 
of procuring for him an inheritance more 
glorious than that designed for him had 
he not transgressed) it will follow that 
this life is a state of trial, preparatory 

. to another, consequently that the ma- 
terial, corruptible part provided for the 
soul to dwell in during the period of its 
probation, must die, and return to the 
general mass of matter from whence it 
was taken, and the soul ascend to heaven, 
from whence it proceeded, agreeable to 
the origiqal design of God. And not 
as the consequence of sin, as imposture 

represen tz+ 
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represents, and its credulous dupes be- 
lieve, who are so devoid of reason and 

common sense as to tell us, that by sin 
man became mortal and subject to death, 
and then in direct contradiction, inform 
us that Enoch and,Elijah went to heaven 
without experiencing a natural death. 
As to the doctrine of a devil, and the 
story of a rnarricd woman’s conceiving 
of the Holy Ghost, and becoming the 
mother of a God, and of his offering 
himself a sacrifice to atone for the sins 
of the world, and render it possible for 
man to be saved, they are things absurd 
and impious. It has been shown above, 
that the story of Moses’ serpent, an4 
the Christian’s devil, was-invented to ac: 
count for original sin and temporal 
death, and that the story embraces prin- 
ciples that have no foundation, b.ecause 
they lead to a state of things impossi- 
ble to have ekisted. Who for one n-10: 

rnent can hesitate to reject the doctrine 
E2 that . 
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that teaches man to believe, that God, 
having placed him in a state of proba- 
tion, and given him from sixty to eighty 
years and upwards, to prepare for a fu- 
ture state, condemned the first man,, 
for the first ofFence, and all succeeding 
generations, to eternal torments ; such 
an act would violate every principle of 
love, mercy and justice, and entirely 
destroy the whole system of a proba- 
tionary state. But the advocates of this 
doctrine say, that although God has 
destroyed the first state of man, he has 
provided another more favourable, in as 
much as one sin, according to the fir- 
mer, would damn a soul for ever, but 
now should a man live in the constant 
practice of sin, until within one hour 
of his death, nay, if he has but time to 
call on God to have mercy on him, he 
may be saved ; such extremes as these 
are the characteristics of ignorance and 
imposture, but let none presume to 
attribute them to God, 

Christians, 
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Christians, come forth and answer 
the folIowing questions. Was Adam the 
representative of the whole human race ? 
and was he free to have stood as well 
as fall ? you acknowledge he was, othcr- 
wise God would be made author of hia 
fall, and of the con.c.eque!~t misery of all 
succecdin;: generatiorls ; then it is evi- 
dent he must have ,stood in tlleir pI;~cc, 
to all intents and purposes ; and, if JE 
believed in the promise, tllat the seed 
of the woman should bruise the head 
of the serpent, so as to be restored to 
spiritual life and holiness again, before 
his probation ended, he must have 
risen frotn llis f$l. And, as a11 man- 
kind fell with him, by an imputation of 
his guilt, all must have risen with him, 
by an imputation of his pardon, and 
restoration to the image and favour of 
God. Therefore, on your own ground, 
his posterity has nothing to do with 
Christ’s coming into the world, as it was 

only 
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onlv a fulfilment of the covenant 
with Adam, their representative. 

made 
Had 

‘Adam withstood the devil in the ser- 
pent, (or in any oth& way he might 
have thought proper to attack him) 
until the end of his probation, would 
mankind have been exempt from trial ? 
you answer they undoubtedly would, 
for as they were sentenced to eternal 
death for his disobedience, had he not 
disobeyed, they would ltave inherited 
eternal life, free from trials, or the possi- 
bility of comtnitting sin, Here is pre- 

sented h tale so absurd as to excite as- . 

tonishntent at the ignorance, and credu- 
lity of those who first received it as a 
revelation from God, and at the preju- 
dice and bigotry of those who continue 
to believe it. It represents Adam and 
Eve as the only persons’ designed- by 
God, originally for a yjrobationary state, 
consequently had they stood, all sue- 

eeeding generations could have been 
nothing 
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things, act- 
ing from necessity without will or choice, 
incapable of virtue, merit, or reward. 
What a contrast be’tween Adam and his 
posterity ; he a free agent, they impelled 
by necessity ; they would not appear 
like the same order of beings, neither 
would tJleir constrained homage be wor- 
thy of God’s acceptance. But the total 
eclipse of imposture and ignorance is 
past, and the glorious sun of reason and 
truth bkgins to illuminate the moral 
world ; nothing is now wanting but Jea- 
ders that are truly religious, millions of 
enlightened men’ are ready tb flock to 
the standard of reason, and worsl.iip 
God according to its dictates, and the 
divine law implanted in the heart of 
man universally. 
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CH_4PTER 

-. 

SON OF GOD, 

III. 

&C. 

H -AWNG she.wn the absurdity of the 
story of a serpent, and wonderful discov- 
ery of a devil in it, ignorantly invented 
to account for the origin of sin, and cause 
of natural death, and also of the fabu- 
lous account of Adam as a representa- 
tive ; Ict the merits of the doctrine 
which is founded on it, of a son of God’s 
dying a sacrifice and atonement ,for 
sin, now be considered. It is said that 
the son of God was sacrificed to atone 
for the sins of the world, and satisfy 
the law of God, and make it honourable, 
so that God might be just, and the jus- 
tifier of all that believe. If’ this repre- 
sentation is true, then has God given 
r&son to the human race, only ,to mock 
them, and amuse himself with impos- 

ing 
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*sing on their- credulity ; for it com- 
pletely annihilates all reason and justice 
from the moral tvorld, with respect to 
doctrines of religion, leaving no other 
distinction between man and beast, but 
that of material form. 

According to reason and *justice, to 
punish an innocent person in the room 
of a guilty one, worlld be a horrid 
crime, and instead of being an honour, 
it would be an eternal reproach to the 
law, and the power that inflicted the 
punishment. 

To this the _oppose.rs of truth will 
answer, that God had said to Adam; 
“ in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die ;” therefore, had 
not a substitute been provided, he must 
have died not only a temporal, but a 
spiritual and eternal death, and the plan 
of God have been defeated, Here is 
another miraculous discovery of spi- 
ritual and eternal death, of which the 

tale 
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tale contains not a word, no more than 
‘it does of a devil ; nor call such ideas, 
much fess doctrines, with any degree 
of consistency, bc inferred from it. It is 
plain to be see,n that the author of the 
story had no idea of any ttling more 
than a mere serpent, and temporal 
death. 

This nonsensical stuff originated in 
total ignorance of the nature of man, 
of free moral agency, and of a proba- 
tioliary state ; the author conceived 
that for man to live by the sweat ‘of his 
brow, or by industry, and return to the 
dust from whence he was taken, was a 
curse inflicted for some offence,. and 
thinking as millions of ignorant people 
now think, and arc? taught by their 
priests to believe, that man came out of 
the hands of’ his Creator in a complete 
state of’ perfection, needing no improve- 
ment to constitute a virtuous moral 
cllaractcr, atld so fmued as to have no 

cvrxeption 
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conception of gooa and evil,’ and be- 
yond the possibility of sin’s originating 
in him, introduced into his fabrication 
a serpent as the primary cause of sin ; 

and under the idea of a mere serpent 
only, it was cursed. IIad a fiillen an- 
gel entered into the poor helpless animal, 
agreeably to the Christian doctrine, 
it would have been more just and con- 
sistent to have bestowed a blessing on 
it rather than a curse, to make arnends 
for the violent outrage committed on its 

’ nature. Surely the rays of reason will 
beam on the intellectual powers of the 
reader, and if they are not enveloped in 
invincible prejudice, he will clearly 
perceive the egregious deception. 

What was the state of man before the 
introduction of sin into the moral world? 
according to the fabricator’s ideas ?- 
why, he was naked, and insensible 
of it-knew neither good nor evil- 
could not commit sin of himself-was 

F not 



not a moral agent-incapable of acqui- 
ring virtue- existed on the fruit df trees 
-and wx to have lived in this world for 
ever. And what was man’s state after the 
introduction of sin according to this 
story ? Why, with respect to his per- 
son, man emerged from a state of bru- 
tality below tile common level of the 
brute creation, which nature had pro- 
vided with suitable covering-he ration- 
ally discerned his nakedness, and decent- 
ly covered it-became sensible of his 
moral powers of good and evil-ap- 
peared in the proper character of a free 
moral agent in this probationary state- 
improving the powers of his mind by 
agriculture, arts and sciences-manu- 
facturing the materials which nature 
had furnished for the purpose of sup- 
pl,ying those wants and necessities, 
which, together with the necessary pas- 
sions and propensities of man, are de- 
signed by the Almighty to operate as 

; . . 
/c ..& 

_’ ./ I 

$ 



OF THE BIBLE. 63 

trials and tests of the virtue, devotion 
and resignation of moral agents to their 
God. And after the time allotted for 
the glorious and divine end, for which 
reason and the law of God are implant- 
ed in the heart of man, might be ac- 
complished, his body is to return to 
dust from whence it was taken, and his 
soul, if immortalized by the love and 
practice of virtue and religion, to as- 
cend to realms of eternal bliss. 

Can any thing be more absurd than 
these representations ? First, man is 
represented in a state as originally or- 
dained of God, which is altogether in- 
consistent, most absurd, and inrpossible 
ever to have existed. Again, man is 
represented in a state as being the effect 
of sin, and of the avenging hand of 
God, which is altogether consistent, 
most rational, and the only one that ever 
could have harmonized with creation, 
the attributes of God, a state of proba- 

tion, 
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tion, and with the principles essential 
to constitute a moral agent, such as 
pL3an is and was created, 

How embarrassed ‘is the situation in 
wllich imposture has placed the Almigh- 
ty ; he must either violate the moral sys- 
tem which is to govern the world, or 
suffer his first p!nn of creation to be frus- 
trated. Christians, if the dreadful &se 
of the first offcnce of a probationer for 
“ nine hundred and thirty years,” (the 
bible account of ‘the time that Adam 
lived) admitted of a remedy, do you 
not think that God would have provi- 
ded one honourable to himself, and 
consistent with reason and justice ?- 
What think you of the sinner’s re- 
nouncing every sinful practice, and sa- 
crificing every evil desire to the law of 
God, and of making an atonement for 
sin, by a reformed life, which is the su- 
rest proof of true repentance ?-would 
it not be agreeable to reason, worthy of 

God, 
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God, and honourable to his holy 1a.w ?- 
What satisfaction could justice require, 
so proper as the destruction or sacrifice 
of that principle of disobedience and 
carnality which gave the offence, and 
which is the sole cause df all sin ? and 
what atonement for past offences, can 
be so acceptable to God, as a life re- 
formed and devoted to his will ?-this 
indeed is a free salvation, it costs noth- 
ing but the sacrifice of sin ; here is love, 
mercy and justice, and it is hard to say 
that either have the ascendency. This 

doctrine is worthy -of God, in all res- 
pects consistent with his attributes, and 
with the probationary state o‘f moral 
agents. How different from this is the . 

Christian doctrine ; in it the order of 
nature is inverted, the wisdom, justice, 
yea, all the attributes of God, obscured 
and dishonoured, and the understanding 
of man trampled under foot ; and yet 
its advocates .accuse the supporters of 

F2 rational 
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rational religion with robbing ,God of 
the glory of man’s salvation. There 
never was a charge more puerile and’ 
groundless than this, for God is the 
Cyeator and preserver of the universe ; 

if man is wise, virtuous and happy, 
those blessings have flowed from God 
to him’ ; anti all that can be ascribed to 
man, is the use of his free will in choo- ’ / 

sing the good which God has set before 
him, and fidelity in the performance of 
his duty ; can any system of religion 
attribute less to man, or more to God ? 

As men generally live from fifty to 
seventy years, it appears that this length 
of time is given, that whatever disad- 

’ vantages man may be’ under4 he might 
be brought by experience to know the 
evil of sin, and the good of virtue, to 
comprehend the nature of his soul, to 
obey the dictates of reason, and the law 
of God, which is within him, become 

established 
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established in religion, glorifying God 
.in doing all the good he can ; and that 
when his mortal body dies, his soul 
might ascend to God his heavenly fa- 
ther, and progress in new delights, and 
increase in joys for evermore. 

The law of God is like himself, un- 
changeable, perfect, and powerfully im- 
pressed upon the hutian mind, which 
St. Paul acknowledged, when he said, 
“ the heathens having not the written 
law ; but, doing the things contained in 
the law, are a law unto themselves; 
which plainly shews that the law is writ- 
ten in their hearts, their consciences ac- 
cusing, or else excusing them.” This 
observation, which experience taught 

” him to make, is another glaring incon- 
sistency in the Christian system, for if 
God has written his law in the heart of 
every man, is it reasonable to believe 
that he would make a particular com- 
munication of it to any one ?-could it 

answer 
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answer any good purpose ?-would it 
not subject him that received it, to rid4 
icule, or suspicion of being an impos- 
tor ?- it could be of no use to himself, 
nor to any one else. Surely no man of 
common sense can believe that God 
would send a man to tell .him what he 
himself had already made known to him. 
The detection of this falsehood leads to 
the discovery of the whole rnystery of 
iniquity ; for, as God has revealed his 
law to every man, and the heathens 
have power to do the things contained 
in the law, what becomes of the abso- 
lute power of the devil over the un- 

_ converted ? / 

In addition to the account above giv- 
en of the devil’s irresistible power over 
unbelievers, 

. 
it is said, in allusion to 

man, Christ, ancl a devil, that “when a 
strong man, armed, keeps his castle, 
none can spoil his goods, but when a 
stronger than 1~ comes, he shall bind 

the 
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the strong man, and then he shall spoil 
his goods;” Man is here represented 
under the ‘unlimited power of a devil, 
without even the possibility of beirlg 
extricated, until a stronger than he, 
Christ, comes to his assistance, and de- 
livers him ; so that a devil is the sole 
cause of every species of wickedness 
that is committed by man, before he is 
emancipated frotn his yoke. And as 
“ the devil goes about like a roaring 
bon, seeking whom he may devour,‘> 
implying every stratagem the art and 
malice of a fallen angel can invent, to 
seduce and bring into bondage again, 
those that have been released ; should 
his long experience, superior knowledge, 
and spiritual advantages, give him the 
victory over a weak, inexperienced or 
unfaithful convert, he then re-enters 
him, “ with seven other devils worse 
than himself.“--Eight devils, it may 
well be supposed, are bad company 

enough 



70 IMPARTIAL EXAMINATION 

enough for one man, but they were 
nothing when compared to the two 
thousand, that were cast out of a mani- 
ac, and entered into as many swine, 
which ran violently down a steep place. 
into the sea and were choaked, to the 
great loss of their owners. The most, 
therefore, man can have to answer for, 
according to Christian doctrine, is his 
resignation to his fate, while under the 
power of the devil, which no human 
being can resist, or unfaithfulness after 
being delivered from him, in not suc- 
cessfully repelling his attacks to bring 
him again into captivity. This is the 
doctrine of the second revelation, or 
New-Testament, or rather new fabrica- 
tion, which it is said, was intended to 
explain the mysteries of the first, but 
in fact to put the reins of power and 
imposition into new hands. It was a 
device the impostors judged expedient 
to adopt, for had they rejected the first 

fabrication 
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fabrication as false, men’s eyes would 
have been opened, and they never could 
have succeeded in an attempt to impose 
another human system of religion upon 
the world, as divine. 

Reason at length began to make its 
appearance among the Jews; and grew 
exceedingly troublesome in its remon- . 

strances against the absurdity of sup- 
posing offerings of money,* beasts, 8x. 

could be an acceptable atonement to 
God for sin ; and the people, no doubt, 
began to suspect that the fine flour, beat- 
en oil, wine, spice, doves, first fruits of 
eve’ry thi.ng, the most choice, was meant 
for the accomodation of the priests, more 
than to atone for their sins ; heavy com- 
@aints were made, against the conduct of 
EIi’s sons, who, on account of their wick- 
edness, were called the sons of BeIial ; 

they went to such lengths 

Exodus, chap. xxx. verse 

as to threat- 
en 

16. 
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en to take by force, the peoples’ sacrifi- 
ces while raw, and have it cooked by 
their servants in any manner they pleas- 
ed. The conduct of Eli was contlem- 
ned also, who, with his sons, were 
charged with making themselves fat on 
the chiefest of all the offerings of Isra- 
el. It is higlily ‘probable that it was 
such conduct as this, that induced 
the prophet Isaiah to bear testimony in 
the name of God, against all sacrifices 
and offerings of beasts, Src. ‘( Who 
bath required this at your hand ?” asked 
he, “ bring no more vain oblations ; in- 
cense is an abomination unto me ;-put 
away the evil of your doings ; cease to 
do evil ; learn to do well ; let the wicked 
forsake his ways, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let him return . 

unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon.” However, such 
m’ere the difficulties in all probability, 

that; 
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that the pretended rkvelations of Moses, 
and the prejudices of the people, pre- \ 

sented to his mind, that he found him- 
self under the necessity of substituting 
something in the room of their daily 
sacrifices, that might appear plausible 
and satisfactory to the people. Accord- 
ingly he (or the devisers of Christianity) 
p,rophesied that God would provide an 
atonement for them, and that all they 
had to do to obtain his favour, pros- 
perity, and happiness, was to forsake 

* theircvil ways and unrighteous thoughts, 
and return unto the Lord. But how- 
ever rational this new doctrine was, it 
must be allowed that Isaiah was incon- 
sistent with prior communications said 

~ to be divine. For Moses announced to 
the people that God commanded sacri- 
fices and offerings to be made by them, 
to atone for their sins, and pointed out 
in a very particular manner, the delicious 
things that should be offered day by, 

G day, 
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day, morning and evening, at the door 
of the. tabernacle. By which means 
the priests, who were numerous, their 
servants, and the tribe of Levi, which . 
served as a standing army, to awe and 
force the people to submit to every im- 
position, were plen tifnlly provided with 
the best of every thing the people pos- 
sessed ; even their money was demand- 
ed as an atonement for their sou1.s. This 
was their political mode of imposing a 
heavy taxation on the nation, to which 
they never would have submitted, had 
they not been deprived of the use of 
their rational polvers, and plunged into 
superstition by the invention of mira- 
cles and revelations. If, as Christians 
inform us, God ordained offerings and 
sacrifices to be made. hy the Jews, as a 
type of Christ, how came the prophet 
Isaiah to order their cliscon tinuance, 
about seven hundred years before their 
end was accon~plisilccl in the appearance 

of 
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of their anti-type. In this affair, 
is to be believed ?-for no man 
senses can believe both. 

whicti‘ 
in his’ 

l 

In the yorks of God there is nothing 
inconsistent, nothing absurd ; the whole 
is eitller demonstrable or self-evident; 
there is no*part that contiadicts reason. 
Whatever man cannot fully comprehend 
of the works of God, he has neverthe- 
less a rational assurance of, it is only 
the infinite wisdom of the Creator tran- 
scending the finite wisdom of the crea- 
ture ; it does not persecute, or do the 
least violence to reason, every thing of 
God is in perfect harmony with it. 
Christians, can you say as much for 
your doctrine ? no, you cannot, for it is 
the rational, enlightened, intelligent part 
of mankind that reject it, as inconsist- 
ent with the universal manifestations of 
God, througlt all nature, and hostile to 
reason. This you acknowledge, for 
you will not subject your doctrine to 
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the test of experience or reason, but re- 
quire all mankind to reject their reason 
as perverted by original sin, and at en- 
mity with God. Out of your own . . 
mouth, you, your system, and doctrine, 
shall be condemned, for if that part of 
mankind, called heathens, by the light 
of nature or reason (fbr a mind depriv- 
ed of reason is in a state of darkness 
and disorder) perform the law of God 
which ‘( is written in their hearts,” it is 
full proof that man’s. reason is not 
naturally perverted, nor at enmity with 
God. 

But, as a retreating enemy avails 
himself of any kind of means to retard his 

-victorious pursuer, so the advocates of 
Christianity have recourse to the most 
puerile shifts to defend their falsehoods. 
They say that Cc God has revealed his 
secrets unto babes, but has hid them 
from the wise and prudent of this world, 
that he has chosen the foolish and base 

things9 
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things, and things that are naught, to 
bring to naught the things that are.” 
What things were they‘which was to be 
brought to naught ? were they immo- 
rality and sin ? no, for they wel‘e con- 
demned and brought to na;ght by the 
nations called heathens. Sin, then, was . 

not the object devoted to destruction ; 

it was religion, derived from the divine 
internal system, through the medium 
of man’s rational and moral powers ; it 
was faith in this divine source of all 
truth, virtue, and religion, and this di- 

vine medium, that were to be brought; 
to naught, to make way for a pretended 
supernatural system or medium of re- 
ligion ; it was every rational faculty of 
the soul that were to be subdued, chained 
down, and not permit%ed to act in its 
religious and eternal concerns, that des- 
potic priests might have absolute domin- 

Am over the intellectual powers and 
conscience of man, and subject the world 
t0 their wiliY”‘* Biit in this they arc dis- 
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appointed ; the sword of persecution is 
arrested from their grasp, the sceptre 
of power has departed from them, and 
they are forced to resign the crown and 
seal of royalty. 

That the suppression of religion, and 
every thing good and virtuous, founded 
on rational principies, was what they 
aimed at, is a fact, which the Christian 
doctrine decidedly manifests ; all mo- 
rali ty, best thoughts and words, most 
virtuous, charitable acts, and meritorious 
deeds, (which are the fruitsof religion) 
without faith in their system and doc- 
trines, are condemned as filthy rags, and 
declared to be an abomination in the 
sight of God, that doctrines fabricated 
on pretended miracles, and supernatu- 
ral communications might be introduc- 
ed, which are pointedly calculated to 
crush. the rational powers of man, and 
degrade him to a level with the brute 
creation. They clash with the known 

providence 
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providence of God, and represent him 
at variance with himself; they open a 

door for imposition, and at the same 
time preclude the possibility of detec- 
tion, by rejecting and prohibiting the 
free ‘use of reason, which is the only 
means of detecting imposture. 

Nicodemus is mentioned as a good 
man, but he was told that unless he 
was born again, or in other words, uil- 
less he believed in the Christian system, 
he could not enter the kingdom of hea- 
ven. What became of those heathens 
when they died, who “ did the things 

contained in the law”of God, which they 
had “ written in their hearts ?“--_did 
they enter the kingdom of heaven, or did 
they not ? it must be acknowledged they 
did. What then can this war of’religions, 
or rather systems of religions, mean ? God 
cannot be the 
not confound 
creatures, nor 

author of both, he would 
the understanding of his 
trifle thus with their sai- 

vation ; 
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vation ; he would not establish his law 
in the heart of man, with power to per- 
form it, and an assurance of divine fa- 
vour and fut!lre happiness, and then 
send men to him with new doctrines, 
making void the divine internal mani- 

festation ; and, repugnant to reason and 
experience, to enable him to obtain that 

/ 
which he already possessed, with threats 
of damnation if he received not their 
system and doctrines as revelation from 
God. Can it be possible that God 
would require his rational beings to give 
the.ir assent to any doctrine, without an 
understanding or rational conviction of 
its truth ? no, God has not created man 
to grope in darkness for the knowledge 
of good and evil, truth and falsehood ; 

nor are they exposed, when they im- 
prove and exercise the powers given 

3’ them, to the impositions‘ of ambitious, ’ 

designing ‘men ; nor to the 
dogmas of superstitious, 

unprincipled 
enthusiastic 

fanatic 
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fanatic bigots, whose ignorance and 
blind zeal render them the dupes and 
tools of imposture, and who zealously 
engage in the persecution and destruc- 
tion of their fellow men, and think 
they render God service. 
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CHAPTER IV.: 

PARABLES, DOCTRINES, +c. 

I‘ XKE from that mass of inconsisten- 
cy, called the word of God, those mo- 
ral passages, pious precepts, and virtu- 
ous sentiments, that flow spontaneously 
from eve.ry virtuous heart, and which 
are therein blended with imposture, 
there remains nothing but absurdity, 
imposition, unparallelled wickedness and 
slaughter of the human race ; sparing 
none but young women who had not 
known man, from mere motives of sen- 
suality, and human policy. And Oh ! 

unparallelled blasphemy, all this com- 
plicated mass of infamy is attributed 
to God ! In that heterogeneous mix- 
ture of natural and supernatural ac- 
counts, of truth and falsehood, crimes 
of the deepest dye&id ample support. 

Do 
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Do priests wish to indulge the spirit of 

persecution, that mystery of iniquity 
will prompt them to--the deed. In an 
insidious parable, therein contained, the 
kingdom of heaven is compared to a 
certain king, who made a marriage for 
his, son, and sent his servants to call 
them that were bidden to the wedding, 
and they would not come. Again he 
sent other servants to call them, but 
they made light of it, and went their 
ways, one to his farm, another to his 
merchandise ; and the remnant took his 
servants and slew them. ‘When the 
king heard thereof, he was wroth, and 
sent forth his armies, and destroyed 
those murderers, and burnt up their 
city. The inference to be drawn from 
this persecuting parable, is that the heads 
of that iniquitous doctrine, may send 
their ministerial servants to any city, to 

invite, bid or command the inhabitants 
to receive their doctrine, (the world is 

no 
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no stranger to their ckz? and respectf;lb 

manner of inviti!l;!;) and should they 
’ refb .e, or shcw any resentment at being 

called the children of the devil and 
consIgned to hell, to consider ,them in 
league with the devil, hostile to their 
doctrine, enemies to God, and worthy 
of .dcath. 

This parable also authorises the 
dreadful evil of keeping up standing 
armies ; for the king , who is intended 
to represent God, had his armies in read- 
iness. We are likewise informed that 
a certain man made a great supper, 
and bade many, but they all prayed to 
be excused -then the masterof the house 
was angry ; and the Lord said unto 
his servants, go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled. These 
passages teem with the spirit of perse- 
cution and IlypocriSy, and were in all 
probability the principle cause of the 

bloody 
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bloody crusades and holy wars that have 
been carried on against unbelievers. 

The key of heaven was given to Pe- 
ter, that he might open and shut the 
door of heaven for tile benefit of the 
Church, and to hold kings and princes 
in awful dread of its tremendous power ; 

the Mother Church, and some of the 
dissenting churches, have each got a 
key, and make use of them to this day ; 

but will not unlock the door of heaven 
for any one who believes not as they 
do. But it is.certain that some of then1 
have got false key s, and many believe 
all their keys to be frrlse, and that when 
a man comes to. the door of heavdn, 
if all his evil desires and affections 
have been sacrificed to the righteous 
law of God, and he has atoned for his 
sins by a reformed life of virtue to the 
glory of God, that he will find a rea- 
dy and welcome admittance into his 
kingdom. 

H The 



t 
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The Mother Church however, enjoys 
without a riva!, the power of forgiving 
sins; and selling indulgencies, which has 
formerly been a very brisk trade, and 
source of immense wealth and power to 
the Church. As this most presumptuous 
crime is now universally abhorred by 
the enlightened part of the world, it 
shews how exceedingly ignorant the peo- 
ple must have been, on whom the im- 
position was at first practised, and that 
they were not qualified to detect any 
imposition whatsoever. How then can it 
be expected that a doctrine, repugnant 
to reason and experience, inconsistent in 
itself, and hostile to the attributes of 
God, which originated among such a 
people, should be entitled to the least 

~ 
degree of confidence. 

In this enquiry, the doctrine of Chris- 
tianity is particularly attended to, with 

/ a view to shew i,ts contradictions and 
inconsistencies, and how impossible it is 

for 
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for God to be the author of it ; no one 
man of common understandiqg could 
be (the allthor of such jargon, much 
less an infinitely wise and perfect Go& 
It appears therefore to be what it really 
is, the work of different men, performed 
at different periods, without a know- 
ledge of the whole, or attention to the 
consistency of its parts ; of which the 
following is a striking instance. Christ, 
(as represented) speaking of the oppo- 
sition his doctrine was likely to meet 
with, and to enocurage his followers, 

says, “ these things ivill they do unto 
you for my name’s sake, because they 
know not him that sent me< If I had 
not come and spoken unto them, they 
had not had sin ; but now they have no 
cloak for their sin. He that hateth me, 
hateth my Father also,” 

To shew the inconsistency 
assertions., it iS only necessary 

of these 
to men- 

tion 
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tion a few passages from the same au- 
thority which are in direct contradic- 
tion to them. With respect to the 
world’s not knowing God, the apostle 
Paul, speaking of mankind universally, 

says, (‘ that which may be known of 
God is manifest in them ; for God hath 
shewn it unto them ; foe the invisible 
things of llim from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead ; so that 
they are without excuse,” And with 
respect to sin, that the heathens perform 
the law of God “ which is written in 
their hearts, their consciences accusing 
or else excusing them,” of what ?-of 
sin. We are also informed in the Acts 
of the Apostles that, “ there was a cer- 
tain man called Cornelius, a centurion 
of the band called the ItaIian band, a 
devout man, and one that feared God 
with all his house, who gave much 

alms 
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alms to the people, and prayed to God 
always.” We have likewise an account 
of B man called Enoch, who walked 
with God three hundred years, ant1 of 
there being priests in the world, before 
ever Christians or Jews were heard of, 
or even Abraham was called, who wash- 
ed the feet of three celestial spirits, and 
had the hospitality to set before them 
three measures of fine meal made into 
cakes, with butter, and a calf tender 
and good, of which thy miraculously 
partook. 

Admit that God did in this instance, 
as in a thousand others (according to 
Bible authority) violate the laws of na- 
ture, in causing heavenly_ beings to eat 
things carnal and corruptible, contra- 
ry to their nature; in what respect was 
it worthy of God ?-was he glorified by 
it ? -or could man receive instruction or 
benefit from the sensuality of Angels ? 
On the contrary, would it not tend to 

HZ confound 
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confound the temporal with the spirit- 
ual order of things, and perplex th,e 
human mind ?-It would be disrespect- 
ful to the enlightened reader, and a 
prodigality of time to enlarge even this 
short digression, in attempting to ren- 
der the imposition more obvious than it 
already is. To return then to the sub- 
ject ; David, -that murderous adulterer, 
after injuring a worthy man, had him 
destroyed, that he might enjoy witdout 
restraint., his criminal passion. In this 
horrid scene two cases are presented, ” 
one of which must be admitted, and 4 

either of them prove David to have 
been deliberately wicked. A plot be- 
tween David and Uriah’s wife, must 
have been concerted foi Uriah’s de- 
struction, that she might become the 
wife of. the murderer of her husband ; 

or unparalleled outrage and premedita- 
ted villainy must be attributed to the 
infamous character and despotic power 

sf 



OF THE BIBLE. g3;r 

of David, In either case what is the 
world to think of the man, who could 
take to his bed, the wife of the man 
whom he had murdered, and find plea- 
sure in the horrid ‘union ? 

It is impossible to conceive a wretch 
more abandoned, and lost to every feel- 
ing of humanity, and sentiment of vir- 
tue ; and yet he is called a man after 
God’s heart ! Insulted Majesty of liea- 
vcn, it is because thy eternal, Iierl’ect, 
unchangeable law is established in the 
intelligence of man, and leaves every 
one that sins without excuse ; and be- 

cause this life is designed to prepare 
mankind as free moral agents foranoth- 
er, that thou appearest t.o leave them to 
themselves ; but thou art in the midst 
of them, and thy providence encircles 
them, 

It is the noble affection of the sou?, 
that God desires, and not a constrained 

homage, 
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homage, therefore not the least degree 
of force is discernible in the providence 
of God towards man. Love and good- 
ness may beget love, but force never 
can ; a school-boy may be chastised for 
inattention, and an offender for his 
crimes, and it may have the desired ef- 
feet ; but to inspire the sentiment of 
love, very different conduct must be 
pursued. How do these obvious 
truths agree with the above persecuting 
command ; “ go out into the high-ways 
and hedges, and corq~~l them to come 
in,” or with the tyrannical denuncia- 
tion, “ he tllat believeth not,” though 
contrary to his reason, “ shall be dam- 
ned !” A word or two more of David 
shall suffice for the present. After Na- 
than had spoke to him in a way of si- 
militude respecting the affair of Uriah 
and his wife, he condescended to say “I[ 
have sinned ;” this shews the inconsigt- 
ency of the above assertions ; David 

was 
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was convinced of sin, and the heathens, 
as above mentioned, was convinced of 
sin also, and yet Christ has said, “ If I 
had not come and spoken unto them, 
they had not had sin.” Nothing can 
more plainly appear than the absurdity 
and falsehood of’ the assertion ; it is a 
complete detection of a real, or fictious 
impostor. If mankind, CL hacl not had 
sin” he had “ not come and spoken un- 
to them,” it will follow, that it must 
have been for want of information, and 
that all who died before and since he 
came, and all that may hereafter die, 
without having heard of hiIn, and of 
what he has spoken, could not, nor can- 
not have sin to answer for ; being invin- 
cibly ignorant of that knowledge neces- 
say to render them liable to the impu- 
tation of sin, and accountable for their 
conduct. As to the world’s not know- 
ing God, and having a cloak for their 
sins before Christ came ; the declara- 

tions, 
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tions of Paul, grounded on nature, 
pointedly contradict. They are quoted 
above, and shew that God has manifest- 
ed himself to all mankind from the cre-. 
ation of the world, as fully as a state of 
probation will admit of. The words of 
the apostle are explicit, Cc that which 
may be known of God is manifest in 
them : for God bath shewed it unto 
to them” not only “ his eternal power 
and G-odhead” but good and evil also, 
with a consciousness of the necessity of 
doing the one and avoiding the other, 
in order to answer the end of their cre- 
ation, and enjoy an assurance of happi- 
ness hereafter ; for, says the apostle, “ so 
that they are without excuse.!’ It is 
seen then, that the testimony of Christ, 
and the testimony of Paul contradict 
each other, and cannot both be true. 
However, as the account of Enoch in 
Genesis, and that of Cornelius in the 
hts of the Apostles, are in favor of Paul, 

and 
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and the experience of all the worId like- 
wise, Paul must. be acquitted of the 
falsehood, and of course it will fall, 
probably, not on the real, but fabricated 
author uf the Christian system. It is 
therefore obvious that man believed in 
his Maker and in his law, and worship- 
ped him from a true principle of faith, 
love and piety, before the-author or au- 
thors of the Christian system, had an 
existence, otherwise the pious and God- 
like disposition of benevolence, which 
so richly dwelt in Cornelius, could not 
have been experienced by him, nor by 
thousands of others’ in every age of the 
world, who doubtless were no less 
chari table and devout. Now then, can 
it be believed, that G.od after making 
known to man, all that his present state 
can admit of, ahd sufficient to leave 
him without excuse for the commission 
of sin, would make void his divine work 
in the soul, so co&Gal to the nature 

sf 
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of man, and founded in reason, in order 

to introduce a miraculous and supcrnat- 
ural systetn, contrary to nature, reason 
and universal experience. Making sal- 
vation dCpe.nd on man’s rejection of all 
the gc!od his gracious Creator had ena- 
bled t-rim to perform, as “ filthy rags” 
and delusive works of a devil ; and, on 
his cnlbracing tilt: greatest absurdities 
as revelation from God ) upon no 
better authority than the testimony of 
men, capable of imbibing the worst of 
principles, and who had it in their pow- 
er to practise the greatest impositions 
on a people, sunk to the lowest depths 
of ignorance and mental degradation, 
by the artifice and despotism of priests 
and kings, whose prime object always 
was, wzrhile they had .power, to enslave 
m,ankind and subject the world to their 
will. And as tl;e success of their cie- 
,ceptious schemes depended on the iino- 
rance of the people, they ca?efuily 

adopted 
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adopted such systems of religion as ab- 
solutely prohibited investigation and 
the exercise of reason. By which means 
the understanding, designed by the Al- 
mighty for the receptacle of knowlrdge, 
became unoccupied, except Ly darkness, 
while sensuality and suprsti!ion de- 
based every faculty of the soul. To 
this degraded condition of hnmau na- 
ture, must be attributed the c~~nsummatte 
folly of rqjecting the rational and in- 
fallible manifestations of God, for the 
absurd fabrications.of men ; who, being 
pILed in’a state of- tr;aii must of ne- 
cessity be fallible, and capable of de- 
ception ; a circumstance that reprobates 
the idea, and makes it impossible for 
man to be a medium of divine commu- 
nication, on which the eternal fate of 
the world is to depend. The means 
emnloved to convey such intelligence, 

1 J 

must be pure, infallible, and incapable 
of deceiving ; such only are the opera- 

I tIUn8 



tions of the spirit of God. Every 
mind bears the divine iml)rint, and ev- 

esy rational being can testify from expe- 
rience ‘of the manifestations of God, in- 
dependent of’ human assistance. They, 
like their great Author, are universally 
the same through all nations, kindreds 
and tongues; and, were well disposed 
men to be assembled from every nation 
in the world, they would perfectly agree 
in every virtue necessary to constitute 
the just, the merciful, and trul~~ pious 
man ; such are the peaceful, uniting 
and blessed eff’ects’of the religious prin- 
ciples God has implanted in every 

man.* How different are the effects of 
the 

* The celebrated Mr. Rollin, speaking of the universal 

belief of all natiolis in God, and of national religion, says, 
6. they never vary in regard to the fmmdation of this be- 

-1ief. So gelled, so uniform, so perpetual a consent of all 

the ndtions of the universe, which neither the prc-judice 

of the passions, the reasoning of some philcsophers, or the 

authority and example of certain princes, have ever been 

able to we-ken or vary,--can proceed only flom a first 

pr,inciple, which shares in the nature of man, from an in- 
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the systems invented by man, not on- 
ly as they respect the worship of God, 
bnt as they relate to the temporal inte- 
rest and welfare of nations. Jews, 

Christians, and Mahometans, have each 
a digerent system, founded on different 
revelations, and so implacable is their 
enmity, that they would ‘extirpate each 
‘other from the earth if they ‘had the 
power. : Superstition and intolerance 
are the sure consequences of supernat- 
ural systems ; for not being founded in 

reason 

herent sense implanted in his heart by the Author of his 
being ; such was the source and origin of the religion of 

the ancients ; truly worthy of man. Can any thing be more 
admirable than these maxims of Cicero? That- we ought : . 
above all things to be convinced that there is a Supreme 

Being, who presides over ail the events of the world, and 

disposes every thing as Sovercrgn, Lord and arbiter; 

that it is to him mankind are indebted for all the good they 

enjoy : that he penetrates into, and is conscious of what- 
ever passes in the most secret recesses of our hearts; that 

he treats the just and the impious according to their 

respective merits ; that the true means of acquiring his 

favour, and of being pleasing in his sight, is not by the 

use of riches and magnificerke in his worship, but by 

presenting him an unfeigned and profound veneration.” 
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reason and nature, they cannot be un- 

derstood, and are embraced by their 
converts in ignorance, the source of big- 
otry and persecution. Qagpe that 
there is but o,ne divine system of relig- 
ion, and each contending adversary 
boasts tile possession of it, declaring 
all others false, or supcrc~decl, and the 
adherents to them in league with a 
devil. Rut as miracles trample on reason 
and common sense, neiI_her argument 
nor proof of ally kind can be adduced ; 

terror, Co11fkcari~~1~, fire and sword, are 
tllc only means of conviction. These 
arc the engines of destruction, that 
have been employed to compel the 
world to receive supernaturai systems ; 
Jews, Christians, and Xahometans, have 
used them successfully in their turns, 
banishing peace, humanity, and the uni- 
versal love of man, out of the world. 
When the conduct of Christians is con- 

sidered, 
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sidcred, the divisions and persecutions 
that have taken place among them, on 
account of their different doctrines and 
modes of worship, pointedly hostile to 
each, other, but all equally supported 
by an authority, said to be of God ; the 
mind is lacerated with horror, contempt 
and pity, at the impious presumption 
of the impostors, the despicable credu- 
lity of their infatuated dupes, and the 
degraded condition of human nature. 
The doctrines of infallibility, and power 
of man to forgive sin, are held by the:. 
original Church, and as firmly establish- 
ed as any doctrine founded on the LZible, 
but rejected by the host of disssenters, 
as repugnant to scripture, The doctrine 
of purgatory or amelioration of spirits, 
imprisoned in eternity, embraced also 
by the fit-st Church, can be proved or 
disproved with equal fxility. Predes- 
tination, or election of one part of rnan- 
kind to be saved, and, inevitable destruc- 

I2 tion 
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tion of the other, without any respect 
to the conduct of either, is a favourite 
doctrine with some sects, and supported 
from scripture ; while others view it as 
a flagrant violation of the attributes of 

God, and incompatible with free salva- 
tion ; and from the same source of hu- 
man invention, at once prove it false, 
and establish an opposite doctrine.* As 
well may we hope to find pleasure in 
+n, health in sickness, or peace in war, 
as to expect mankind will ever be re- 
concilctl, whilst lhc cause of their most 
inveterate hatred, contentions and divi- 

sions, exist. 

It is obvious, notwithstanding the 
garb of humility which the authors of 

Christianity 

* How exceetlingly aplAicable is Sterne’s remark, he says 

*“ im;)usture is all dissollalice; let what master socver of 

it undertake the part, let him harmonize and tnodlllate it 

as he Imy, one tone wi!l contradict another ; and whilst 

WC) have ears to hear, we’shall distinguish it : ‘t.s truth 

only which is consistent and ever ia harmmy with it- 
self. 9’ 



OF THE BIBLE, 103 

Christianity endeavoured I-O assume, 
that their designs were of the most am- . 

bitious and despotic kind ; their as- 
sumption of unerring, immutable pow- 
er, and prerogative to forgive sin, open 
and shut heaven, were calculated to rob 
God of his glory, to rivet the f&r of 
man, not of God, upon the minds of- 
the people, and prostrate them in abject 
slavery and ignominy at tfje feet of 
their spiritual tyrants. This \vas lllC 
condition of Christendom until L~ltllei*‘s 
partial exposure of the impious device, 

which encouraged many to renounce 
the doctrine and ‘authority of tlte then 
only Christian Church in the world. 
Thus the spell of priest-craft was bro- 
ken, and a way made for enquiry ; but 

as the world has never been so happy, 
as to be without ambitious despots in 
power, and a rational system of religion 

by no means calculated to keep man in 

ignorance, subject to imposition and 
oppression, 
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oppression, every engine of Church and 
state have been set to work, to support 

a supernatural system, in’ order to ex- 

tinguish the divine and luminous prin- 
ciple of reason, and brutalize the inteI- 

ligcnce that God has implanted il2 the 

heart of man. The example, however, 
of the first dissenters, put it out of their 

power to prohibit, without glaring in- 

consistency, the investigation of doc- 

trines, and of affixing such meaning to 

them,, as might be deemed least repug- 

r;ant to coinmol2 seI2Sc. So that among 

the numerous contendii2g sects, the 

wl2ole system of artifice, has been pro- 

ved false al2d absurd. 

Its hypocritical or infatuated advocates 

have rendered the fraud notorious, 

which, like all other corrupt insti- 

tutions, has operated to its own de- 

struction. ‘rlie fiery, intolerant, unnat- 

ural monster, having no place in the af- 

fections 
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fections of the people, supported only 
by craft, superstition and bigotry, was 
soon stript of her usurped power and 
self importance, and reduced to the 
contemptible condition of a political 
tool, sulmzrvient to tile intriguing 

schemes of courts and arnbi tious pur- 
poses of despotic governments, in order 
to be protected by them from theattacks 
of reason, and the voice of truth. I-Id 

this not been the case, had stle been the 
friend of virtue, and enemy of’ vice, 
had sloe bore testimony against the 
luxury, licentiousness and iniquity of 
courts, and men in power ; in short, had 

she not been an enemy to virtue and 
the people, and in league with vice and 

oppression, she would not have shared 
in the destruction, when the indignation 
of an enslaved and insulted people, rush- 
ed forth as a mighty torrent, and swept 
the corrupt government of lCrnnce, with 
ller tools and sycophants into obli~~ion. 

Christianity 
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Christianity commenced its career 
with spiritual persecution, which high- 
ly recoinmended it to the notice and 
favour of’ powerful and ambitious men, 
who embraced with avidity the artful 
device, and estencied its intolerant yrin- 
ciples and spirit, to the persons and pro- 
perty of men. Gibbon, in his history 
of tile decline and fqall of tile Roman 
empire, Speaking of Christianity in the 
reign of Constantine, says, “ the exam- 
ple of the emperor, with the hopes of 
wealth and lIonours, soon diffused the 
Christian religion among the obsequi- 
ous crowds which fill the apartments of . 
a place. Tllc conversion of those who 
possessed birth, power or riches, was 

soon followed by dependant multitudes. 
The Goths and G-ermans, wllo enlisted 
under the standard of Rome, revered 
the cross which glittered at the head of 
tl:e legions ; and t !ieir fierce country- 
ulen received at the same time the les- 

sons 

* 
3 
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sons of hit 11 and Iliimanity ; the faint 
Ini!rmllrs of the E~g;~ns were silenced 
by a military force, and the irresistible 
power of the Rdman E:nperors was dis- 
played in the i ulport3n t change of the 
r,ational religion. Tl~e persecution af 
the JYWS soon followed the convtqhinn 
of the Christian kings ; that exiled na- 
tion had founded some synagoglles in 
G;iiiI ; but Spain, since the time of 
Adrian, was filled with their numcrorls 
colonies. Their wealth might possibly 
invite the pious avarice of their masters ; 

and Sisebut, a Gothic king, who reigned 
in the beginning of the seventh century, 
compelled by thk menaces of confisca- 
tion and torture, ninety thousand Jews 
to receive the sacrament ; the reluctant 
proselytes were not permitted to aban- 
don their native country, but were con- 
strained externally to profess a religion 
which they despised.” Rut reason at 

length gaining ground, has tamed the 
monster, 
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monster, which now seems contented in 
being permitted to exercise that spirit- 
ual intolerance, i.t began with,--“ he 
that believes not, shall be damned,“- 
damned for not believing falsehood and 
absurdity, to be truth and consistency ! 

damned, f;>r not believing the infinitely 
wise and good Geator to be foolish and 
wicked. 
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CM_!YTER v. 

JO B. 

H OW is the book of Job to be re- 

ceived ? -as a history of facts, or in- 
spired diction, designed to illustrate the 
ways of God for the instruction of man ? 
or should it be considered as the reverie 
of d disordered brain ? The latter is 
highly probable ; but that it is either of 
the former, is impossible. Admit for a 
moment the existence of a devil, is it ;t 
f&t, that he among the sons of God, 
presented himself’ btXore the Almighty, 
and that God was moved by the insti- 
gations of Satan, against Job, CC to de- 
stroy him without cause,” This is the 
acknowledgment that God is represent- 
to have made in his second conference 
with the devil, after he had committed 
to his power and malice all t!ut Job pos- 

K sessed, 
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sessed, excepting only his own ‘person, 
when a most dreadful destruction ensu- 
ed. His seven sons and three daugh- 
ters were cut off, and ail his servants, 
who were very numerous, put to death 
by the sword, and by “ the fire of God 
from heaven,” except four, that escaped 
to convey the sad tidings to Job. 

Three thousand camels, five hundred 
yoke of oxen, five hundred she-asses, 
(the he-asses seem to have been for- 
gotten) were carried off by banditti, 
and seven thousand sheep consumed by 
I6 fire from heaven.” Is it a fact, not- 

Gttlstanding this scene of causeless 
horror and devastation (unless to griti- 
fy a malicious fiend) that God resigned 
Job’s person into the hands of Satan, to 
suffer all that his enmity and malice 
could inflict. “ My flesh” says Job, 

a( is clothed with worms and clods of 

dust ; my skin is broken and become 
loathsome.” 
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loathsome.” All, certainly, will agree, 
(the greatest bigot hardly excepted) that 
these things are not facts, and that the 
reasons for rejecting them as such, will 
apply with equal force against these be- 
ing received as inspired allegories. They 
have no relation to any thing, real or 
profitable, nor a similitude of the ways 
of providence with man, but are immo- 
ral and wicked in themselves, and per- 
nicious as to any kind -of application. 
Not a doubt can remain of the whole 
book of Job, being a fictious, human 
production, profane, inconsistent and 
ridiculous ; particularly the five last 
chapters, which are ascribed to God. 
If; the deplorable situation of Job, t6 
whom these chapters are addressed, is 
considered, not the shadow of a doubt 
will remain respecting the character of 
their author. The numerous questions 
therein contained, are puerile, and fo- 
reign to the subjects to which they are 

applied. 
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applied. What had Job in his wretch- 
ed condition, to do with behemoth’s . 

moving his tail like a cedar ? and with 
.,...,...but let it here be suppressed, 
nor let modesty be offended by the 
mention of such indecent and unprofit- 
able stuff. The interrogarions put to 
Job respecting the w~lci goats and hinds, 
and the remarks on them are highly im- 
pertinent ; those relative to tllk levia- 
than are no less so. In short, the whole 
bt)ok of Job is a medley of nonsense, 
profanity and inconsistency ; it would 
be weakness to attribute it to any man 
of corn mon sense ; but to ascribe it to 
God, would demonstrate the greatest 
irreverence, and perversion of the hu- 
man understanding. 

, 

CNAPTER 
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CIIAPTER VI. 

ESAU AiYD J.4COB. 

W I-IATEVER confidence man 'may 
place in miraculous accounts, it is his 
duty to guard against countenancing or 
supporting any thing that is clishonora- 
ble to God. But how are men to per- 
form this du f.y ? -is it by rejecting rca- 
son, the only means of detecting false- 
hood, and of discovering truth ?-An- 
swer, ye enemies of reason, ye revilers 
of the distinction of 11tlman nat.ure, ye 
who dishonour God, and wish to deprive 
the world of the means of exposing 

, 
your folly, and the impositions you ad- 
vacate. You dare not say it is, but 
are compelled by the force of truth, to 
acknowledge, tlkat reason, the greatest 
of all God’s work in man, is the only 

K2 guide 
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guide in search of truth. Let us’ then 
proceed with our heavenly guide to the 
consideration of a few more circumstan- 
ces contained in the Bible, and said to 
be of divine inspiration. 

The account of Esau and Jacob, as it 
respects one of the greatest religious 
personages of the Jews, and forms a 
Part of the foundation of their own, 
and of’ the Christian system of religion, 
merits particular attention. It is said 
that the elder of those twin brothers 
was destined to serve the younger before 
they were born, and conscqnently to be 
deprived of his birth-right, and all the 
blessings appertaining thereto. E-low far 
this order of things, and the means u.sed 
toaccoml~lish them, can be ascribed lo di- 

vine inspiration, may be seen by reading 
part of’ the twenty-fifi-h Vhtipter 4bf Gen- 
esis, from the tWen!y-ninth verse to rile 

end ; and from the beginning of the 
tweilty 
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twenty-seventh chapter of the &me 
book, to the end of the twenty-ninth 
verse. There we find Jacbb, the pre- 
tended favorite of God, as void of hu- 
manity as a brute, refusing his brother, 
who had come from the field hungry 
and faint, and at the. point of death, 
the least refreshment ; nor would he af- 
ford relief until he had,_extorted an oath 
from him, and obtained his birth-right 
as the purchase of his pottage. There, 
a mother, or rather monster, treacher- 
ously plotting with one son against the 
other, instructing .him in falsehood, 
how to impose on his father, who had 
grown dim with age,- and borne clown 
almost to the grave. To such a height 

in wickedness had Jacob arrived, that 
he-dared to call on God to sanction his, 

imposition on his father ; fi)r being ask- 

ed by him, how he found tile venison 

so q\lickly (mistaking the kid Jacob 
bro.uglx him, for Esau’s veni+ltl) he 

answeredp 
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answered, because the Lord thy. God 

brought it to me ! Is the Almighty 
just, and will he respect the lxrsons Of 
lnen ? -is hc mcrcifuf, pure and holy, 
and can he be the anthor of cruelty, 
treachery and imposture ? 

With respect to Esau’s serving Jacob, 
as God is represented to have ordained, 
it,is obvious that it never came to l)ass ; 

on the cant rary, Jacob, soon after his 
perfidious conduct, wei7t from his fath- 
er’s I1ouse, and, remained in a distant 
country for twenty years. And when 
hc returned to ilis native land, it was 
with great f‘cnr of the consequences of 
his villainy, and with the most abject 
submission to Esau ; bolving to the 
ground seven times until he came near 
to him, repeatedly calling Esau his lord, 
and professing himself his servant ! The 

reception he met with, shewed &au to 
be a noble cllaracter, a good man, and 
worthy of a better subject, Let the 

reader, 
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reader, if he pleases, read the sequel of 
Jacob’s history, and follow him and his 
sons into Egypt : and reflect on the 
conduct of his inspired son Joseph, who 

gathered up the people’s corn of the 
seven plentiful years, and in the seven 
years of famine’ that succeeded, got all ’ 

their money, flocks, herds, houses, as- 
ses and fands ; and finally, this man of 
God, compelled them to sell themselves 
to Pharaoh, and become his slaves, for 
their own corn, to save them from per- 
ishing. If justice and mercy are the 

attributes of God, the avarice, tyranny, 
and oppression, here exhibited, cannot 
be of divine inspiration ; consequently, 
the authority of the Bible is unfounded, 
and the system of religion founded on 
it, must be false, 

. , . . ,’ CHAPTER 



CIIAPTER VII. 

MOSES .-PART FIRST. 

W E frequently hear from the pulpit 
of the singular meekness of Moses, and 
of his distinguished character as an in- 
spired historian, law-giver, and ruler 
of’the Jews. An attention to the follow- 
ing particulars will shew, with what 
propriety those qualifications are con- 
ceded to him, and the degree ofconfi- 
dcnce due to pulllit declarations. The 
first act of his life that stands recorded, 
is that of murder. The circumstances 
attending the horrid deed, do not ix- 
tenuate, but aggravate the crime. He 
spied an Egyptian, smiting, or fighting 
with an Hebrew, one of his brethren, 
and, without enquiring the cause, he 
looked this way, and that way, and 

when 
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when he saw that there was no man, he 
slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the 
sand.* 011 the day following, he blAheld 
two men of the Hebrews striving toge- 
ther, and he said to him that did the 
wrong, wherefore smitest thou thy feI- 
low ? His conduct on this occasion, if 
we may judge from the severe retort he 
met with, was not of the meekest kind ; 
“ who made tllee a prince and a *judge 
over us? lntendest thou to kill me, as 
thou killcdst the Egyptian ?” was the 
answer he received ; which awakened 
the meek man to a sense, if not of his 
gtlilt, at least to the fearful consequen- 
ces of it, and he fled from the face of 
Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midi- 
an.? Was ever rtiurder committed so 
wantonly, or with so little provocation ? 
Profane history (foo!ishly so called) 
gives no account of an act more charrac- 
teristic of a ferocious ruffian, void of 

the 

+ Exod. ch, 11. v. xi. xii. -f Eaod. ch. 11, v. xiii. xiv. xv. 
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the least degree of philanthropy, or the 
love of God. All his desires centered 
in IlirnseIr:; and he regarded the Hebrews 
only as the means of accomplishing his 

ambitious designs ; which were to incite 

them to a horrid massacre of the C&p- 
tians, and then conduct them, with 
thir sI)oil, to a distant country, anti 
exalt hitnself at tile head ofa nation, as 
will hereafter appear. And, although 
he f?iiled in his first attelnpt, made on 
his Own autllority, he afterwards s11C- 
ceded in the name Of God, by means 
of impture, and the ignorance and 
superstition Of the people. It is worthy 
of particular remark, that he prdently 
waited till all the mcln were dead that 
SOlIght his life, before he returned t0 
Fur t; JhJ P a precaution, which it cannot 
be supposed the Almighty was under 
the necessity of taking. But, it was 
highly expedient for Moses, who repi- 
red time to prepare the minds 0.f the He- 

brews, 
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brews-, to massacre and rob the Egyp- 
tians, and who had a life stained with 
blood to preserve from the avengers of 
their murdered countryman. 

The account of the plagues, said to 
be inflicted on Egypt by Divine power, 
through the i nstrumen tall ty of Moses 
and Aaron, the spoiling the Egyptians 
of their jewels and rairnent, and the 
miracles performed at the Red Sea, con- 
tain such gross profanity, inconsistency, 
deception and falsehood, that they can- 
not be viewed by a mind unperverted, 
and escape detection. The account is 
as follows’ : .4aron cast down his rod 
before Pharaoh and his servants, and it 
became a serpent ; the wise men and tlie 
sorcerets, who were the magicians of 
c ‘gypt, did in like manner with their 
enchantments. The waters of Egypt, 
their streams,, rivers, ponds, pools, and 
even’in their vessels of wood, and vcs- ’ 

sels of stone, were turned to blood, the 
I, fish 
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fish died and the river stank ; and the 
nlagicians did so with their enchant- 
nxn ts. Aaron stretched out his hand 

over the waters of Egypt, and frogs 
came up and covered the land ; they 
came into Pharaoh’s bed-chamber, and 
on llis bed, and into the peopfes houses, 
ovens and kneadillS-trougl~s ; and the 
magicians did so with their enchant- 
men ts. Aaron stretched ollt his rod 
and smote the dust of the earth, and it 
became lice in man and beast ; all the 
dust of the land became lice throughout 

all the land of Egypt : This display of 
power in creatil3g vermin that are en- 
gendered in filth, and of all kinds the’ 
most mean and detestable, the magi- 
cians were not permitted ‘to imitate, and 
which terminated the exhibitions of 
their enchantments. IEut the plagues 
and destructive miracles ca’me on in 

Xapid succession, -swarms of flies, rnur- 

rain, boils with blains, hail and fire, lo- 
custsp 
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custs, darkness for three days which 
might be felt, and all the first born of 
man and beast in Egypt smote in one 
one night. The Hebrews, in obedience 
to tile cornnband of Moses, which he 
said he received from God, borrowed 
of the Egyptians, jewels of silver, and 
jewels of ,gold, and raiment, with a de- 
sign to carry them off as spoil; and 

finally, Pharaoh, and all his host, were 
drowned in the Red Sea.” 

If these things are not fabulous, but 
realities, with what propriety can it be 
expected that the Egyptians could have 
entertained such elevated sentiments of 
the benevolence of God, as are exyress- 
ed in the following lines ? 

6‘ Wide as the Sun his bright dominion spreads, 

Heav’n. born Benevole&c her bounty sheds, 
She, meek,ey‘cl goddess, quits th’ angelic sphere, 

To banish grief, and dry the human tear.” 

They experienced, according to the ac- 
counts 

+ .The account of the plagues, Prc, may be seen in Exo- 
dus, ch. vii. viii. ix, x, xii, xiv. 

$ 
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count, nothing but implacable wrath 
and wanton cruelty, from the time Mo- 

ses returned to Egypt, until he conduct- 
ed the Israelites thro~~gh the Red Sea. 
Tile cause assigned for the ii?disurimin- 

sting vengeance p~~recl out upon a 
whole natiorl, represents the glorious 
Creator and Father of the Spirits of all 
men, premeditating the destruction of 
his creatures, and as void of bcnevo- 
Icnce, mercy, and love, towards the 
Egyptialls, as a Cdbricated devil is said 
to be towards all mankind. “ For, ~ 

now I will stretcll out my hand, that I 
may smite thee and tlly people with 
pestilence ; and thou shalt be cut off 
from the earth. ,4nd in very deed, for 
this ca\lse llave I raistld thee up, foi to 
shew in thee my power ; and that my 
name may be declared throughout all 

, the earth.“~ Admit for a moment, in 
order to expose the imposture, and 

render 
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render it obvious to men of the weakest 

capacity, that it had pleased God, to 
make a further manifestation of himself 

to the world than he had already done 
of his power, which we see in the irn- 
mensity of the creation ; of his wisdom, 
which we see in the order by which ti::: 
whole is governed ;. of his beneficcncc, 
which we see in the abundance with 
which he fills the earth ; and of his 
mercy, which we see in his not with-, 
holding that abundance, even from tl:c 
wicked. Would he have done it in 3 
way contrary to his infinite goodness, 

contrary to all his divine attributes, and 
contrary to his providence, universally 
experienced by all ages of tile world 
ever since? Are men to reject all these 
important, we!l-known facts, and rely 

an a vague story, that defames the 
great Creator, clashes with his WOI-ks 
and providence, and insults the under- 
standing of man ; ii story that origina- 

LZ ted 
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ted in ~ obxurity, and has been thrown 
into the world by no one knows who ? 
It may be expected that the advocates 
ofChristianity, particularly those whose 
principles and judgment are governed 
by their interest, will oppose every pal- 
liation and conjecture they may hope 
will save this fabulous part of the forin- 
dation of their system from detection, 
rather than sustain the loss of opulence 
and grandeur, by an acknowledgment 

of its falsehood, and submission to the 
voice of reason and truth, which, were 
it not for fkbuious systems, would unite 
all good men in one fdith and worship 
of the Supreme Rcing. And it appears 
zhnt nothing but a rational system, 
founded on the manifestations of God 
in nature, can banish from the world the 
different supernatural systems, that have 
thrown mankind into a state of relig- 
ious confusion ; mars the union of so- 

ciety, are often the cause of the most 
destructive 
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destructive discord among friends and 
relatives, and the ruin of’ families. 
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and words of the Bible, as quoted ? it 

certainly would not.-\Vherl, according 
to the story, Moses and Aaron went to 
Pharaoh, and requested ilim, by divine 
authority, to let the Hebrews go three 
days journey into the wilderness to wor- 
ship G-od ; he, very properly, required 
proof of their autl~ority. IYh~renpon 
Aaron cast down his rod before Phara- 
oh, and it became a serpent ; and the 
magicians of Egypt did in like manner. 
:Iaron smote t!le waters with Ilis rod, 
and they became blood throughout all 
the land ; and the magicians did so with 
their enchantments. Aaron stretched 
o:It his hand over the waters, and frogs 
covered the Ia9d ; this also the magi- 
cians were empowered to do. Who 

gave them power to perform these mir- 
acles ? it will be answered, CC the devil.” 
Was it, or was it not agreeably to the 
will of God ? to this the conjecturers 
are at a loss how to reply ; “ if we say 
it was not, we shall be asked why God 

did 
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did not-, as he had the power, prevent 
them from opposing his will by imita- 

ting hi3 judgments, which could only 
tend to conf’ound and deceive the peo- 
ple, frustrate the ptirpose they were in- 
tellded to accomplisl~, alId CClIlSe UIllle- 

cessary jadgments to be inflicted ; re- 
presenting Goal., cruelly tormenting his 
creatures to gratify the enmity of the 
devil. And if we say it was ,?grceably 
to the will of God, we shall make him 
the principle, and the devil and the ma- 
gicians, nothing but mere passive in- 
struments in tlie deception.” Thus, in 
whatever way the story can be consid- 
ered, profanity and fabulous nonsense 
are the result. 

That Got1 authorized the fraudulent 
conduct of the Hebrews, in spoiling the 
Egyptians of their jewels and raiment, 

would be setting the world so bad an 
example, and so replete with meanness 

and 
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and injustice, that it need only be men- 

tioned, to be abhorred by every enlight- 
ened lninct, as a most detestable false- 
hood. It is possible for a story to be 
so connectctf, and all its parts so con- 

sistent with each other, as to preclude 
tile poi>it,ili !y of proving it false ; 

tllougll t1l:at.e ~houltl be 110 doubt of its 
t principles and 
the forlndation 

liilg blit incon- 
sisttsnc*y a~tl f313~l~ood M,ill allpear 
throughout t lie wl;cile. Thus, with re- 
spec t to lhe counter-miracles, the 
pI3gups, and fraud above stated, we 
al-e certain of the ‘falsehood ; because 
God is said to be their author, and we 
know that he will not deceive, and that 
he is merciful and just. So, likewise, 
respecting circumstances relative to the 
Israelites crossing the Red Sea, natural 
and sllpernatural causes are confounde,d 
in the same act, to effect the same ob- ’ 
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ject ; and clashing in their effects, corn- 

pletely destroy the credibility of the 
story. “And Moses stretched out his 
hatid over the sea ; and the Lord caused 
the sea to go back by a strong east 
wind all that night, and made the sea 
dry land, and the waters were divided. 
And the chiIdren of lsrael went into 
the midst of the sea, upon the dry 
ground : and the waters were a wall 
unto them on their rig/It hand and on 
their left.“* It appears from the pas- 
sage here quoted, that the sea was 
f’orced back towards its source by means 
of a strong east-wind, which continued 
for one night, leaving the bottom of the 
sea where the Hebrews passed, dry land, 
which was the natural efTect of a natural 
cause, and could not have left the wa- 

ters as a wall on either hand, much less 
on bot.11. But it is said, that the waters 

were divided, and were a wall unto the 
Hebrews, 

JI Exodus, chap. xiv, ver. 21, 22. 
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Hebrews, on their right hand and on 
their left ; an effect which nothing but ._ 

a supernatural cause could produce. 
Here are seen, different causes with 
their different e&cts, most violently 
clashing, a’bd no possible way of recon- 
ciling them, and clearing the account 
of fSlsel:ood : For, if it is true. that the 
waters were divided as a wall on the 
right hand and on the left, by a miracle 
contr”ary to the order of nature, then 
the account of’ the sen going back by 
the natural cause of’ a strong east wind, 
until it became dry iand, must be false ; 

in short, both accounts cannot be true. 
And, as it is impossible for G-od to be 

the author of falsehood, the bible cannot 
be a book of’ inspiration, nor of clivine 
proceedings ; but a cotipilation of fabu- 
lous stories, imposture, effiisions of en- 
thusiasm mixed wirh historica events, 
and with tlie pious sentiments and 
writings of religious men ; for such 

there 
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there always have been in all ages and 
nations under heaven. 

Mankind have invented many systems 
of religion ; but there never was, nor 
never can be more than one religion, 
and but one way of obtaining it, which 
is, by withdrawing the affections from 
all worldly objects as man’s chief good 
and source of happiness, and placing 

them on spiritual and heavenly objects, 
‘and by unreserved, faithful, and cheer- 
ful obedience to all the convictions of 
the divine law, which is established in 
human intelligence, with ardent desires 
and sincere exertions, to bring every 
thought, word, action, disposition and 
feeling, into a happy conformity to the 
imitable perfections and will of God. 
This is genuine, vital, saving religion, 
acknowledged by all mankind, and be- 
side it, there is no other; and the di- 
vine principles which produce it (when 
improved by men as moral agents) are 

M implsli ted 
. 
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,411 cstern31 mediums, or systems of 
religiun, are human., designed to unite 
and form mankind i;lto religious corn- 
rnunities, 3nd ouglit to bc foundecl on, 
and agreerthly to, the iI;ternaI medium 
whicll Cod has manifested in the intelli- 

‘gence of mat-1 ; which principally’ con- 
sist in the divine law, reason, and the 
understanding. This divine medium of 
religion, virtUe, and of all moral good, 
which every individual is in possession 
of, has been perverted by the f’abrica- 
tars of systems to the great embarrnss- 
ment and oppression of the rational 
power of the nioral world ; very similar 

. 
t0 



to the evil effects produced by the per-’ 
version of first principles, in forming 
constitutions and systems of civil gov- 
ernmen t. I’re~end~*d miracles, super- 
natural comrnun~ications, dreams, vis- 
ions and dogmas, which contain no ra- 
tional principle whatever, are made the 
foundation of the Christian system ; 
which, like an llnprincipled tyrant, 
sprirns tile test of rational investigation, 
and drrnands a blind, implicit confi- 
clcllcc ; u)nsrqnently, the Christian 
system, witi) respect to its forjndation, 
can afford no light nor rational informa- 
tion to those who believe in it, and 
their Faith must be merely nominal, 
since it -does not originate in the under- 
standing, but in ignorance. The im- 
postorous .system has been so adorned 
with truths from the natural and divine 
source of ReIigion, that men who have 
embraced the system, and experienced 
the-happy effects of those truths, be- 

came 
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came so prejudiced in its favour as to 
render it almost impossible for them to 
discover the deception, or behold the 
deformed imposture, hid under the 
lovely appearance of truth, and the 
beauties of religion. 
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CHL4PTER VLII. 

MOSES .-PART SECOh’C. 

I vv E have now to view the conduct 
of Moses in the wilderness, on the oth- 
er side of the Red Sea, where we find 
him ridiculously endeavollring to gov- 
ern the people,- who were about six 
hkndred thousand in number, exclusiVe 
of children, without the least assistance, 
even in hearing their smallest com- 
plaints. Whilst he was thus occupied, 
Jethro, the priest of Midinn, Moses’ 
father-in-law, paid him a visit. GG_And 

~ 

when Mose2 
he did to the 

father-in-law saw all that 
people, he said, what is 

this thing that thou doest to the people ? 
why sitt’est thou thyself alone, and all 
the people stand by thee from morning 
until evening ?- the thing that thou do- 
est is not good. Thou wilt surely wear 

M2 away, 
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away, both thou and this people that is 
with thee, for the thing is too heavy 
for thee ; thou art not able to perform it 
thyself alone. Hearken now unto my . 

voice, I will give thee counsel.” “ so 
&Joses hearkened to the voice of his 
father-in-law, and did all that he had 
said.“* From these circumstances it 
is clearly seen, that Moses, as a ruler of 
the people, was not appointed and in- 
spired by the Almighty, otherwise he 
could not have stood in 
counsel of a Pagan priest ; 

be made appear that the 

need of the 
unless it can 
hea’then was 

more inspired than Moses, or that in- 
spiration is no security for pr\ldence 
and\ good sense ; neither of whicli, it is 
presumed, wiIl be contended for by the 
advocates of Xloses and of Cllristian- 
ity ; it is, however, very strange, that 
Moses, who, but. a 11 t tie before, was 
to Aaron instead of God, t should, 

without 
* Exod. ch xviii. ver. 14, 17, 18, 13, 20, 21, 22, 29,24. 

,t Edcod, chap. iv. ver, 16. 
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without any cause being assigned, or 

appearing, suddenly become a mere 
man, and inferior to a heathen in point 
of understanding. Let it not be sup- 
posed that Moses was as ignorant as his 
conduct indicates, but rather that his 
impracticable plan of government, w,\s 
the effect of unbounded ambition, and 
jealous fear of letting any one share the 
power he Possessed. 

His character as a law-giver, was in- 
human, unjust, al:d exceedingly wicked. 
Wllo can read the following law, said by 
him to be given by the Almigllty, and 
not be convinced of the imposture ? 

“ And if a man smite. his servant or his 
maid ,.+with a rod, and he die under his 
hand, he shall be surely punished. 
Notwithstanding, if he continue a day 
or two, he shall not be punished ; for 
he is his money.“” This law placed 
such of the poor and needy part of 

’ mankind 
* Exod. xri. var. 20,21. 



mankind as became servants, on a level 
with the brute creation ; giving the rich, 
however cruel, unjust and tyrannical, ‘a 
power over their servants, so nearly 
equal to-that which they exercised over 
their herds, as scarcely to admit of dis- 
tinction. The master was to be pun- 
ished if the servant die under his hand ; 

but what kind or degree of punishment 
was to be inflicted, the law does not 
cspress, and was left 30 the inhuman 
tyrants to determine : and, as the law 
considered servants in common with 
the beasts of the field, to be their mas- 
ter’s money, the punishment would have 
been so inconsiderable, as to render it 
of little or no consequence to the mas- 
ter ; whether his servant died under his 
hand, or a day or two after ; but hd a 

man been determined to kill llis servant, 
and avoid any kind of punishment, the 

nefarious 1)llr’pose could easily have been 
accomplished. The law xas pointedly 

calculated 
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calculated to gratify the most vindictive 
disposition, and put it in the power of 
the most abandoned character, after 
employing his servant in acts of villai- 
ny, to take his life, previous to the ex- 
piration of his servitude, to prevent an 
exposure of 
ted in this 
qualified for 
is great, and 

his infamy. Man is pla- 
probationary state, to be 
another, and ‘as the work 
requires much knowledge 

and experience, sixty years and up- 
wards are given to make preparation for 
the awful and important change. Noth- 
ing, then, but the welfare of society, can 
justify the depriving a man of life ; the 
law, therefore, that gives one man power 
over the life of another, is hostile to the 
order and design of creation, and can- 
not be of God. The law was not only 
inhuman and contrary to the order of 
God, but inconsistent with the follow- 
ing law, said to be given by the same 
authority, “ If thou buy an Hebrew 

servant, 
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tllei !‘ 2~11 hot-ity tile same, arid 

or fall togctller. 

Tht part of the conduct 

+ Exod. xxi, ver. 3. 
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people that day, about three thousand 
men .” Did the tremendous falsehood 
he uttered, in saying that God corn-- 
manded the people to be slain, and the 
massacre that followed, characterise the 
meek, inspired man ? If the people sin- 
ned, and God had remitted the punish- 
ment he tlrought to inflict, did it be- 
come a meek inspired man to oppose 
the decision of the Almighty ? a deci- 
sion too, which Ile himself appears to 
have hypocritically obtained. Some 
may conjecture that Moses was unac- 
,qaninted with the magnitude of their 
o,@ence, when, by expostulation, prayer 
and supplication, he obtained a remis- 
sion of the evil which God thought to 
do unto his people ; and that when he 
returned to the camp, and saw the 
molten calf, and that Aaron had made 
the people naked (that is to say, had 
stript them of the jewels of gold, which 
they had spoiled the Egyptians of) that 

the 
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the meek man’s “ anger waxed hot,‘? 
and he resolved-to inflict that evil on 
them, which he t.hrough ignorance had 
prevailed on God to repent of and 
rerni t. This palliarion, perhaps the 
best tllat can be offered, cannot be ad- 
mitted, for the two following reasons : 

First, because it cannot be supposed, 
that God would make void his purpos.e, 
on account of the interposition of any 
man, mucl~ less of one ignorant of tile 
cause thereof. The second reason is, 
because God had given Moses a cir- 
cumstantial account of the full extent 
of their wickedness, previous to his in- 
terces&n f‘or them ;* these reasons 
would prove such a conjecture entirely 
groundless. It appears impossible to 
clear htoses of the crimes of falsehood, 
imposture and homicide, unless it is 

proved tlrat the story has been altoge- 
ther misrepresented by fabuIous tradi- 

+ l&&s, chap. xxxii. ver. 8. 

N 

tion, 



tion, and collected as real history by 
some ignorant person, \\.llo did not see 
the fafscl~ood and absrlrcli ty it co11 tainecl ; 

which proof, the aclvocxtt~s for the in- 

spiratio9 of the bible, will probably not 
take the trouble to pi~~~d~lce. 

There is another circumstance con- 
nected with this story, that should not 
be omitted, and is as foliows. Aaron 
informed Moses, that he said unto 
them, “ wllosoever hat13 ally gold, let 
them break it off; so they gave it me : 

then E. cast it into the fire, and there 

came out this calf,“* which was a very 
miraculous event, qnd on-ly to be ,efFect; 
ed by a pwer, in appearance, not 
inferior to Omnipotence. To this, the 
advocates of imposIure will probably 
answer, that God knowing them to be 
in a state of incorrigible wickedness, 

their own desires, and 
to perform the miracle, 

to 
ch, rxxii. ver. 24. 

gave -them up to 
permitted a devil 

* Exodus, 
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to fill up the measure of their iniquity, 
and render them fit objects of his con- 
sL1ll~iIlg vengca11cc, ShollIcl any seem- 
ing plausibility appear in such a con- 
jcctnre, it will vanish under the follow- 
ing considerations. I,-Iad God CleteY- 

mined to destroy the people on account 
of their incorrigibleness, .and to that 
end had pt*rmitted an act ‘of a devil, 
inapplicable to any other purpose, the 
angelic host could not have in13,uen~ed 
him to alter his determination, much 
less a Moses, who stood in need of the 
instruction of a Pagan, and who was 
capable of uttering a most horrid, and 
blasphemous falsehood in the face of 
heaven. The uzwz is considered weak, 
who, after forming good resolutions, 
relinquishes them through persl;asion ; 

and shall presnmptuous imposture be 
permitted to put Gouxon a level with 
erring mortals ? The miracle was per- 
formed agre?ably to their wishes, and 

how 
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how were tl~~~y to kilow that it was th’e 

effect of an cvll pwer, and permitted 
by God, for the purposes assigned in_ 
the con*ject~li‘e ? They were taught to 
believe in one God only, and the doc- 

trine of a devil had not been heard of 

for ages after their time. They must 
therefore have considered the miracle as 
wrought by the l$!mighty, which could 
only tend to destroy their confidence in 
Moses, aud in wllatever he had corn- 
municated to tliem. 

Of tllc ni3merous, fabulous and aI% 

surd stories that have. obtained the con- 
fidence 0f the ignorant in every age of 
the worfd, there are few, perhaps, that 
h?ve not originated in some real occur- 

WIICC. It is t!lerefore highly probable, 

that there was such a man as Moses, 

thzt he was t-J”_ c,f.e~~ into Pharaoh’s hospi- 
tabic fzmily, and litxr;llty educated ; 

that he became ungrateful and arnbi- 
tious, and as a means of gratifying his 

thirst 
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thirst for power, cndeavoured to gain 

the confidence of his countrymen, and 
render himself popuIar among them, 
To this end he killed the Egyptian, but 
finding his conduct disapproved of by 
his countrymen, and his life in immi- 
nen t danger, fled for safety to the land 
of Midian, where he married the daugh- 
ter of a Priest ; and becoming acquaint? 
ed with the wonder-working power ob’ 
superstition, resoIvcc1, on hearing t ha!. 

the king, and aI1 who sought his life, 
were dead, to make a second attempt, 
on supernatural ground, and on the 
pretended authority of God ; and foanck 

that which he could not elect by natu-. 
ral means, was wi tli ease accoml~lisl~etl 
by the Bid of supernatural imposture, 
and t,he wild-fire of blind enthusiasm. 
It is also probable, that he inclnced the. 
Hebrews to believe, that God had cdm- 
manded them to slay the Egyptians at 
t,he dead hour@ the night, and pIunder, 

N 9 t h3-Q 



only articles they could carry 
ci.)nveniencc ant1 expeclition) 
fly to n distant Country, and 

as the chosen people of God, become a 

free and independent nation. Shdd 
it be objected, that the people cou’ld 
not have been izduccd to believe such 
cruelty and injustice to be authorised 
by God, the objection will be inst;t!ltly 
removed by ;i consideration of the holy 
wars, massacres and persecutions which 
have taken plnce under the Jewish, 
Christian, and it may be added, witljout 
the Ieast disparagement to either, Ma- 
hometan dispensations, or systems of 
imposture. It is Iikewibe p’nhl~le, that 
Moses did separate the tribe of Levi 
frorn the people, under the pretcncc of 
attending on the priests, the ark, the 
tabernacle, and the numerous nf&rings 
that the people were compelleci to make, 
through the means of dreadful threats, 

and 
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and tlieir superstitious fears of being 
cut off for the neglect of any ordi- 
nance, Moses might think proper to im- 
Gose, and call a command of God. The 
tribe of Levi being the twelfth part of 
the nation, were entirely supported by 
of&rings, and served as a standing army 
under the command of hloses, to awe 
the people into submission to’ the most 
oppressive measures. 

Something of this kind it is likely had 
caused murmurings and expressions of 
resentment among the people, of which 
hfoses, that scourge of mankind, being 
informed, sent his armed assassins into 
their camp, perhaps in the night (for it 
must be supposed, the people had 
something else to do in the day-time 
than lounging in their tents, as they 
had not only themselves, but also Mo- 
ses, the priests, and tribe of Levi, to 
provide for) andBlew about three thotl- 
sand of those deluded and unfortunate 
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mer,, who fled with him from the land 
of Egypt. 

From the above particular and faith- 
ful enquiry into the c!laracter and con- 
duct of Moses, no dDuht can remain of 

- the impropriety of considering him a 
meek and inspired man ; but that he 
was, as is clearly hewn, a murderer, 
impostor, robber, and a tyrant, 

CHAPTER 
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CONCUBINE, &c. 

W ITN . respect to ,the character and 
conduct of the nation, after the death 
of Moses and Aaron,’ when the tribes 
h3d separated, and taken possession 
of their respective portions of the coun- 
try% (the predecessors and rightful 
owners of which, they had plundered 
and destroyed) the account next to be 
considered contains a complete repre- 
sentation, leaving not the shadow of 
doubt of their acting under the influ- 
ence of imposture, superstition and 
en t.husiasm, just as Christians and 

Mahornetans have done, and are still 
doing, as far as the enlightened, civil- 
ized state of the world will admit of. 
M7itness, their intolerance and horrid 
crusades in former ages, and the estrav- 

apt 
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agant and ritliculd;us conduct of thos,c 
ignorant, ell thusiast ic persons, who call 

fhcml;elvcs the only true ministers and 
pcq~ie of Got!, even in the present en- 
ligiltencd age, J-low exceedingly chai 
rac!cristic of enthusiasm it is, lo hear a 
a man before a congregation, assembled 
to be rationally instructed in the prin- 
ciples and ktlcjwleclge of truth, virtue 
and religion, cry out in a fil: ofenthusi- 
3stic inroxicn1iotl, “He is come ! he 
is ci)riie ! the Saviour of the world is 
come ! sinner open your heart, let the 
Son of God enter ; be will bind the 
strong man armed ; he will cast out the 
devil, and set your ransi,mctl soul at 
lib:-trty to serve the living God.” This 

is the rant of cnthiisiasm and doctrine 
of imposture, it is not wil\lciblc to any 

moral pri nci plc, or !yocl p’posc what- 

ever’ ; it cannot tltet-eforc enlig!3ten or 
convey instruction tu Ihe mind, it can- 

Eat strengthen the intellectual powers 
of 
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them, and do With them what seemetii 
good unto J’OU ; 1)ut uhlo this man, do 
not so vile a rl,inT. 13\1t tile inin would 

not hearken tu l;lrrl : EO tire man ttx(lk 
his concubiI?c, aild brol~ght her forth . 

unto thc,m : and ,tIivy knew Iler, and 

abused Ilcr all the ni,ql;t until the rnorn- 
ing ; and, when t.he day began to spring, 
tll(xy (et ller go.“* And her lord rose 
111~ in rhe morning to go his way ; .and 
beholcl, the wornan, his concubine, 

was dead at the door of tile house, and 
ller hands were upon the thresh-hold. 
He took her up upon an ass, aticl gat 
him iInto his place, where he divided 
her it\ to twelve pieces, and sent them 

. into all the coasts of Israel ; which 
brougil t 

* We are i:lfc)rmed that the old man &,-red his daughter 
‘an<! the l.cvite’s cw~cub ne to the Berjjdmites, in order to 

save the Lwitc ft-orn their base outrage, but that the inen 
wouid riot he.trken IIIIW him : and then, in clir‘:ct contra- 

dictiort, tliat they rtzvived the cmcubine from the ham-k of 

the i.c:v;tc~ I,imsc!f ! As a drop, compared to the ocean3 

so is this a!>:.urdIty to the mdss of falsehoods and fabulom 
Snbnscnse to khtch it beicqs. 
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brought together of the tribes of Israel, 

four hundred thousand footmen that 

drew’the sword. And, having resolved 
on war, they asked cc.)unsel of God, and 
enquired which of tlleir tribes should 
go top .first to the battle against the 
Ucnj3inites ? And the Lord said Judah 
sliould go up first. And ;here feil of 
the Israelites the ‘first day, twenty-two 
thousand men. Again they enquired 
of the Lord, and were cornmaI:ded to 
renew the battle ; and there fell of tile 
J.sraeliles the second day, eighteen 
thousand men. And tlley enquirecl if 
again they should go out to bat.1 Ie ? and 
the Lord said, go ut;; for to-morrow I[ 
will deliver them into thine hand. Then 
on the third day, the Israelites formed 
ambuscades round about Gibeah, and 
went up against the Benjarnites as at 
other times, and when they were drawn 
from their city, the men of Israel rose 
from their places of concealment, and 

0 inclosed 
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incIosed the Renjamites ro;nd about $ , 
they set fire to their city, and smote all 
the in’habitants with the edge of the 
sword ; and there fell of the Benjamites 
that day, tFvent.y-five thousand one 
hundred men. The whole tribe was 
cut off, except six hundred men, who 
fled to the wilderness and abode in the 
rock Rimmon, four months. The men 
of Israel also smote the men of every 
tit-y, and the beasts, and set on fire all 
the cities that they came to. 

They then iamented before the Lord, 
that there was a tribe cut off from 1s~ 

.., rael, for they had sworn by the Lord, 
that none of them should give his 
daughter unto Benjamin to wife. They 
also made a great oath coticeffiing him 
that came not ‘up to the Lord to &li’z- 
peh, saying he shall surely be put t6 
death. And they said how shaI1 we do 
for wives for them that remain of Ben- 
jamin ; seeing we have sworn by the 

Lord 
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Lord that we wiII‘ not give them of our 
daughters to wives ? And they said, 
wlrich one is there of the tribe of Isra- 
el that came not up to Mizpeh to the 
Lord ? and behold there came none to 
the camp from Jabesh-Gilead. And 
the congregation sent thither, twelve 
thousand men, and commanded them 
to smite the inhabitants of Jibe&-Gi- 
lead with the sword, with the women 
and children, and utterly destxoy every 
male, and every woman that had lain 
with man, And they found among the 
inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead, four hun- 
dred young virgins, that had known 
no man by lying with any male ; and 
gave them to the Benjamites for wives. 
Then the elders of the congregation 

I said, How shall we do for wives for 
I them that remain ? Behold, there is a 

feast of the Lord in Shiloh, yearly, on 
1 the east side of the high-way ..,,,,., and 

they commanded the Btrnjdmites to go 
and 



160 IMPAl:TIAL EXAMINATION 

and lie in wait in the vineyards ; and if 
the daughters of Shifoh came out to 
dance, to catch every man his wife, and 
go to the land of Henjamin, 

In this account the Israelites are repre- 
sented as acting under the immediate 
direction of God ; but in no instance 
does the insl)iration or miraculous inter- 
position of God appear. If the tribe of 
.Benjamin merited punishment, and 
God had commanded the Israelites to 
wage war against them, would he have 
permit ted forty thousand of the Israel- 
ites to fall by the sword of the offend- 
ing tribe? on the two first days of battle, 
their whole force being little more than 
Ilalf the number of the slain ; and on 
tile third day conquer them by strata- 
gem ? It is obvious, either that God 
took no part in their quarrel, out of t’he 
established order of nature, or, that he 
resolved to punish the innocent more 
sevcrcly than the guilty; for there fell 

of 
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of the tribe of Benjamin, twenty-five 
th011sand, 
tribes of 
thirty men 

one hundred 
Israel, forty 
were slain. 

; but of the 
thousand and 

It is strange, that reasonable beings 
should be so regardless of the high im- 
portance of consistency, and the pro- 
priety of their faith, as to believe ‘God 
the author of those horrid scenes of 
slaughter and of ambuscades, the mere 
stratagem of weakness and cowardice. 
But can any, one hesitate to reject the 
idea of God’s authorising the destruc- 
tion of Jabcsh-Gilead ? If the men of 
that tribe deserved death, for not going 
up to Mizpeh, in order to join in the 
war against Ber!jamin, couId that justi- 
fy the massacre of all the women and 
children, except the young women who 
had not lain with man ? And what was 
the caxe of- this exception of young 
women ? -were the tender offlspring, 
and infants in their mothers’ arms, less 

02 innocenf 



162 IMP_4r?TIAL EXAMINATION 

innocent than they ? Ye, who boast of 

_a supernatural portion of the spirit of 

God, by which you say the things of 

God are made known to you, can you 

inform us ? -you decline the task, and 

think to apologize for your preposter- 

0~1s credulity, by calling all such appa- 

rent absurdities, unsearchable mysteries. 

It is therefore obvious, that with all 

your supernatural wisdom, and gifts, 

you knosv no more of your Bible, than 

those who justly consider it a shameful 

jumble of historical facts, fabulous tram 

dition, natural religion, and imposture. 

It is certain that every effect has its 

cause, and that whatever happens in 

nature, man is privileged to investigate, 

and form an opinion of, according to 

tl& best of his understanding. It ap- 

pears then, from the above account, that 

tyranny, snlxrstition, persecution and 

policy, were the pt*inciple motives that 

influeuced the conduct of the Israelites. 

It 
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It was the most sanguinary tyranny 
that caused the cities of the Benjamites 
to be set on fire, and all the inhabitants 
to he destroyed. It was the intolerant, 
persecuting spirit of sup&stition, that 
caused the tribe of Jabesh-Gilead to be 
cut off for not going “ up to the Lord.” 
It was the policy of consummate wick- 
edness that influenced the Israelites in 
their determination to destroy the moth- 
ers and children of Jabesh-Gilead. They 
well knew, had they been spared, that 
nothing was to be expected from the 
widows of those they had murdered, 
but an invincible enmity and abhor- 
rence ; that an account of their infamy 
would be handed down, from cme gen- 
eration to another, and that a day of 
dreaclful retribution might arrive. They 
also knew, if they saved the children, 
that the expnce and trouble of raising 
them, wqulcl devolve on themselves ; 

which would have been an act of hu- 
mani ty 
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mani ty that their superstitious, intalk- 
rant hearts vvere incapable of. The 
youl3g women, from whom no danger, 
trouble or espence was to be apprehend- 
ed, they saved, and gave to the rem- 
nant of Renjamin for wives. But two 
hund&d of the tribe being yet unpro- 
vided for, were accommodated by kid- 
napping the daughters of a neighbour- 
ing tribe ; a measure, devised and com- 
manded by the elders of the congrega- 
tion of Israel. If there ever was a time 
when such conduct was just, there must 
since have been a great change in the 
moral system, in tile nature of man, 
and in God himscIf ; for such conduct 
jn the pr&e:lt age of tile world, would 
be condemned as a flagrant violation of 
all laws, human and divine, 

There is an instance of gross hypoc- 
risy and inconsistency in the account 
under considrratiorl, tllat ought not to 
pass unnoticed. Four r~~rthd had elap- 

SCXl 
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sed after the destruction of the tribe of 
Benjamin, when the Israelites pretended 
to repent before the Lord of what they 
had’done by his command, and to be 
deeply concerned on account of a tribe 
being cut off from Israel. And tlley, 

having sworn, not to give their daugh- 
ters to Benjamin, appear to’ have been 
at a loss how to procure wives for them, 
and restore the tribe to their nation. 
When suddenly, they seem to have 
recollected a great oath they had made 
concerning hiti that came not up to the 
Lord, and after the lapse of four months, 
discovered that there came none to the 
camp, from Jabesh-Gilead. Whereupon 
they sent twelve thousand chosen men, 
with orders to destroy Jabesh- Gilead, 
another of the tribes of Israel. This 
will bstand as an unquestionable proof 
of the inconsistency and hypocrisy of 
the rulers of Israel, in pretending to 
‘sepent before the Lord, that there was 
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a tribe cut off from Israel, and then in 
the most unjust, inlluman, persecuting 
manner, deprive the nation of another. 

A faithful representation has been 
given of the conduct and apparent mo- 
tives of the Israelites, with respect to 
the above account. And is this the 
nation that pretended to enjoy the ia?- 
tial respect of an impartial God, and 
considered even to the present day, by 
those who are blinded by pwjadice, 
interest, superstition, or enthusiasm, 
40 have been the cko,sen people, and 
peculiar favorites of heaven. By that 
nation, the beneficent Parent of the 
universe is represented as regardless of 
the 1)rcsrrvation of every other- part of 
the human race ; authorising them to 
destroy the inhabitants of extensive 
countries, and possess themselves of 
tllose fields they never cultivated, and 
of those vineyards, fl!~l<s and herds, 
which they neither planted nor raised. 

Is 
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1,s it possible that any man can consider 
these things, and be so unmindful of 
the respect due to himself as a rational 
being, an;l reverence to the glorious 
Majesty of Hemen, as to attribute such 
unparalleled wickedness to God. 

&Tad. it been possible to convey to the 
human mind, consistent with a state of 
probation, stronger proof of the exist- 
ence of the Sut’reme Being, of the na- 
ture of his attributes, of his will con- 
cerning man, of the immort.ality of the 
souli and of’the happy consequences of 
a virtuous lifk, both in this world and 
the next, than had already been mani- 
fested in nature, and it had pleased God 
to make choice of a nation, as the means 
of accomplishing such gracious purpo- 
ses, would he have authorised conduct 
subversive of those very objects intend- 
ed to be effected thereby ? conduct 
subversive of love, mercy and justice, 
and of all order. On the contrary, 

would 



would not a people thus chosen, and 
acting uiltlt;r tl!e inimediate direction of 
God, have bets11 mercifilf, inoFFensive, 
of tinliable conciliatory manners, exem- 
p!ary in thclir conduct, and worthy the 
praise and imitation of all men. Al-. 
thoug11 this is what might reasonably 
be expected fiurn si!pernattlral means, 
appointed by the Almighty for the pro- 
motion of religion ; yet it is an absurd 
idea, absolutely inconsistent, a.nd hos- 
tile to a probationary state, in w.hich 
the Rill and affections of the soul are 
to act with freedom, llninfluenced by 
the absol\ite certainty of supernatural 
Comrnuni(‘ations, and in which the love 
and attainment of piety and virtue are 
the sllblirne qualifications that fit the 
soul for heaven. 

I Religion is founded on thedivine law, 
the innate sense of good and evil which 
God has established in human nature, 
admirably suited to man’s present state, 

and 



OF- THE 

and a most striking 

BIB&E. 169 

manifest.atidn of the 
infinite wisdom, power and goodness of 
God, against whose internal law rnan 
cannot transgress without feeling him- 
self wounded, guilty and degraded, nor 
without a conscious violation of the will 
of God, and of his own understanding. 
He knows that vice renders him unhap- 
py in this life, and has a rational con- 
viction, that without virtue he cannot be 
happy in the next. These are the strong- 
est inducements to virtue and piety that 
can possibly exist, and are derived to 
every man immediately from C.&d; but 
impostors have deceived mankind, and 
cause them to attribute to their invent- 
ed mysteries and supernatural commu- 
nications, what they have in reality 
received f’rum God in the order of na- 
ture. The law of God and the princi- 
ples of all knowledge necessary for 
man’s present welfare and eternal hap- 
piness, are essential-parts of his intelli- 

P gcsrce, 



gencc, and it is by the faitlrfill improve- 
ment of them, that men hcome wise, 
virtuous and happy. 111 the pibli~ and 
private qxercise, of tile divine princiljtes 
implanted in man, the rational and pure 
worship of God consists ; and it is 1,~ 

unitin,rr the sublime and heavenly pre- 
cepts and doctrines, that naturally flow 
from tllc internal source of al! moral 
good, virtue and l*eligion, with irnpos- 
ture, that has disguised the artifice, and 
given it importance wirh the ignorant 
and superstitious, who are never taught 
to consider or understand tile powers of 
the human mind ; but on the contrary, 
are diverted from that most important 
concern, by the imposition of absurd 
doctrines, founded on miracles and mys- 
teries, repugnant to reason, alId the 
eternal, unchangeable attributes and 
jaws of God; which, instead of con- 

veying howledge to the understarldil~g, 
mock the intelligence of man, and COP 

found 
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found his reason. Reason is to the 
soul, what the eye is to the body :- 
without bodily sight we grope in utter 
darkness, or are led by others we know 
not whither. / The mind, likewise, when 
deprived of the free use of reason, is in 
profound darkness with respect to those 
objects from which that heavenly ray 
of celestial light is shut out.1 impostors 
have availed themselves of this solemn 
truth, and found means to cause man- 
kind to renounce their reason with res- 
pect to their religious faith, and blindly 
and most absurdly profess a firm belief 
in things, the truth or falsehood of 
which, they are most artfully and 
wickedly deprived of the means of dis- 
covering. Thus the mind is enslaved,, 
the principIes of moral agency retarded 
in their operations, and man made the 
easy victim of ambition and imposture. 

CHAPTER 



C I-I_4 X’TER X. 

OBSERYAT1OlVS. 

T RUT11 has arrested falsellood, and 
its advocates render tl~cmselves ridicu- 
lous in attempting to rescue it ; one 
~110 knows the bible cannot stand the 
test4 of reason, (will tell you that the 
rQan who believes norIling but what he 
can compr,ellend, worsllip his own 
understanding and not God i that, what 

the bible contains is spiritual, and too 
sublime for,, man’s pewerred reason to 
investigate, or depraved understanding 
to comprehend, and that reason (the 
divinity in human nature which directs 
the soul to heaven) must be rejected as 
the agent of a devil, and enemy of’ God 

and man ; that then, and not till tllen, 
can man receive the gift of faith, and 
the spirit of God, to enlighten his un- 

derstanding, 
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derstanding, and make known the mys- 
teries of God, recorded in the bible, 
whic11 are hid from unbelievers. This 
doctrine was artfully devised by crafty .,.,..__ - -. 

priests, in order to sitence reason and 
I>l\iIlc common sense, that they might 
securely impose upon the world, and 
render mankind subservient to their 
pleasure. G ~‘05x3 false1 rood appears on 
the fact of it ; “for, if men are to believe 

things unnatural, absurd, and repug- 
nant to common sense, then is reason, 
the only source of light to the under- 
standing and judgment, of no use { nor 
can man refuse his assent to any thing 
however false, when it is required un- 
der the mask of mysterious sanctity. 
Time also has lent its aid, and the im- 
posture stands self-detected ; more than 
eighteen hundred years have elapsed 
since the doctrine was first introduced, 
and believers, to this day, know no 
more of its mysteries than unbelievers, 

PZ who, 



who, they say, are blind, and void of 

all spiritual discernment or knowledge 
of them. Christians, do you not see 

yourselves the dupes of imposture ? if 
you do not, surely you are not only 
spiritually blind, as you canriot under- _ 

stand the mysteries of the bible ; but 
rationally blind also, as you persist in 
adhering to palpable absurdities. Big- 

otry, superstition and prejudice, pre- 
vent you from seeing this truth ; but 
reason, experience and common sense, 
but above all, duty and reverence for 
God, will not permit unbelievers to cre- 
dit your falsehoods. So inconsistent are . 

those deluded advocates of artifice, that 
you may hear them in direct contradic- 
tion to their doctrine, intoxicated with 
enthusiasm, cry out in the language of 
Doctor Young ; “ Believe, and shew 
the reason of a man ; believe, and taste 
the pleasures of a God ; by reason’s 
wounds your faith can only die.” This 

is 
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is the rant and exultation of enthusiasm ; 

for it must be confessed, that had the 
Doctor have said, believe, and reject 
the reason of a man, bc;lieve, and taste 
the pleasures of enthusiasm, by reason’s 
wounds your faith can only live, he 
would have said the truth, or at lcast 
have been consistent with the Christian 
doctrine. 

Man is not spiritually dead, neither 
is he, deaf nor blind, as the Christian 
doctrine represents him to be : he has a 
grateful sense of the kind providence of 
God, and his son1 is alive to the f’ecIings 
of humanity, and principles of virtue 
and piety, and has also the will and 
power to practise them. He enjoys 
the- conscious reward of virtue here, ’ 

and the firm assurance of happiness here- 
after ; and all this while improving his 
nature by obedience to the divine inter- 
nal law, in the free and faithful use of 
*xeason, .not by rejecting it, but as 

the 
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the Christian doctrine says, while chil- 
dren of the devil, Icd captive by him 
at his will ; a doctrine, the falsehood of 
which is in the power of every man ex- 
perimentally to prove. Man also hears 
the voice of reason and of conscience, 
which is the voice of his God, and can 
discern truth from falsehood ; but the 
enlightened, upright man is dead to the 
spirit of i\n\mst\ll’e, he ‘is deaf to the 
voice of deceit, and cannot see truth, 
the fair image ot’ heaven, in the face of 
falsehood, the foul offspring of fraud 
and oppression. This is the experience 
of every one that is free from prejudice, 
bigotry and superstition, and enlight- 
encd by the free exercise of reason, liv-’ 
ing at the same tirne a virtuous life ; for 
it is impossible to come to the certain 
knowledge of any truth from a specula- 
tive view, or while .the mind is pervert- 
ed by the pursuit of improper objects. 
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Religion is founded on the 
I, 

177 

immutable 
and eternal basis of reason, and it is 
the p&i’l’@z and duty -of man, to be 
governed by its dictates. Whatever is 
unnatural and inconsistent with the 
moral system, and attributes of God, 
is the work of iniquity, disowned by 
the Almighty in his pi*oviclence, in his 
established laws, and uncllangeable or- 
der of nature. Was 3 rationat system 
of religion, founded on the manifi:sta- 
tions of’ God established, (an event an- 
ticipated by millions) the wisdom, vir- 
tue and fortitude of its possessors, 
would (>vince the superiority of a sys- 
tem tijunded on reason, that enlighl.ens 
the nn.~~Prstanding, to those found4 on 
nlysteries, no less absurd than iucom- 
prche.n&ble, which can only serve to 

ernbarra:Gs the mind, obscure truth, and 
keep mallkind in ignorance. If there 
is any truth in Chril;tianity, none with- 
in the sound of its doctrine, and not 

within 
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within its pale, far less those that reject 
it as fitlse, %ave power to resist the 
temptations of the Christians’ devil ; 

they are led ,captive by him at his will, 
ai2d every desire, thoug’ht, word and 
action are governed by Jlim, and ‘that 
continually ; in a word, they are d&xl 
to all good, and alive only to evil ; yea, 

.‘tI2e devil is their fdtl2er until converted 
to Christianity. But as to the right :, 

way of conversion, Ihey are left in7 
profkund darkness, 2nd with the best’ 
desires, (according to sectarians) may 
miss the way, and be damned at last. 
One hundred different ways prescribed 
by as many different sects of’ Christians, 
when one only can be right, leaves but 
a poor chance, and presents a discour- 
aging prospect to those who wi312 t0 

become religious. It is Md most 
firmly by the Mother Church, that 
the Holy Ghost giveth life to no one 
without her pale ; al2d all her numcr- 

* ous, ‘, 
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ous dissentiorls off+ring have followed 
her example in a greater or less degree. 

If rn,jnki nd are under the absolute 
dominion of a devil, and the way to 
escaJ)e from him rendered so difficult 
and uncertain by the inspired expound- 
ers of Cilrist,ianity, human laws are 
very c.rLlel and unjust, in punishing 
man with .severity for crimes, which 
tJlcy are compelled to commit by the 
irresistible power of a devil ; for until 
the true effectual call -is received, 

(h t ere being false ineffectual calls 
too, according to some expounders) 
man cannot be considered a moral 
agent-, nor accountabJe for his actions. 
Where is the man to be found, that can- 
not. bear testimony to the falsehood of 
this doctrine of Christianity ? WJIO, 
from the earliest period of his re- 
mcnlbrance, cannot recollect innumera- 
ble instances of having good desires, 
good thou,ghts, good resolutions, and 

of 
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of performing good actions 3 Who, 
has not, since the maturity of I)is tlrtcjer- 
standing, succcssfttily rest>tcd ttlany evil 
desires, and happily overc;.tnlt: p~wvt-ftt.1 
temptations Or itrc*iterncnts to trtitisgress 
the internal Jaw of Cl;c~l, t,jr tlte natu- 
ral power given to evcq tnoral agent 1 
Rut those evil desires, tetnptafions or 
incitements did not originate in tile in- 
fluence of a devil, but. in the prier- 
sion of thingq, good in themselves, aild 
in trying circumstances inpcparabie ’ 

from a state of tri;tl, (for which this 
world is evidently clesigcccl_) esse.ntial 

to the existence of moral 2grn1s, attct to 
tile pqfectinn Of iturrtatt nat urc. If 
facts are here jI.tstly riaprtxented, of 
which every ond may dctcrmine from 
his own experic:nc-e, t,lten is t Ile doctrine 

of a devil, of tile fall of t17at1, and Of a 
Son of God, absoliitily f’alae, and 

Cltristianity norlting more llial1 a f:dbri- 
catcd, Jlurrlatl system. 

Al though 

. 
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Although genuine religion is not yet 
rescued from the adulterous systems 
of imposture and superstitio?, and pre- 
sented to the world in her native charms 
and dignity, yet we have reason to be- 
lieve that there are many virtuous and 
pious men, who experimentally know 
that the internal system of God is the 
only source of religion, and that all ex- 
ternal systems which are human, ought 
to be formed agreeably thereto. 

The accoutit of the late Nathaniel EL 
. White, Esq. is a striking and sublime 

illustration of the subject, of which 
the following is an extract. “ To an 
iiltellect, vigorous and acute, was added 
an integrity, which no temptation 
could seduce, no fear could overpower. 
This honesty of mind, which seeded to 
pervade every word and action of his 
life, never forsook him, ant1 would fre- 
quently display itself with peculiar vi- 
vacity in the minutest circumstances of 

Q ,. his , 
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his conduct. His language was on all 
occasions, a pure and perfect transcript 
Of tllO~Jgilt. No considerations of po- 
liteness or friendship, could reconcile 
hitn to so much as a momentary dis- 
guise of his feelings, when a sense of 
duty prompted him to reveal them, 
Could any austere and misanthropic 
bigot have witnessed some of the last 
hours of Mr. White ; could he have 
been at his bed side at that awfully 
critical moment, when death approach’_ 
ed ; could he then have seen t.hose ce- 
lestial smiles, which gave to his face 
an expression of divine beauty ; cot~ld 
he have heard him, in a voice of hea- 
venly composure, charge his weeping 
friends to dry their tears, for he was 
happy ; such a spectacle might have 
mitigated his zeal for the defence of 
those mysterious and iJicompreliensible 
ideas which scoff at philosophy, wh,ich 
slander morality, which are at war with 

nature ; ‘, 
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nature ; in a word, which presumptu- 
ously separate the closest, the most co- 
heren t combinations of reason, and per- 
plex and intercloud the purest and 
brightest systems of the understand- 
ing.” 

One twentieth part of the evidence al- 
ready produced against the truth of the 
bible and the Christian system, as re- 
velation from God, would be sufficient 
to condemn, before a judiciary tribunal 
any cause whatever, that would come 
within the limits of human comprehen- 
sion ; and nothing can possibly save the 
Bible and Christian system from being 
condemned as impositions, but positive 
proof that they were not designed by the 
Almighty to be understood by man, 
but that they were revealed from heaven 
for \he purpose of confounding his rea- 
son and understanding. We leave the 
advocates of the Bible and of the Chris- 

tian 
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tian system to adduce this proof if they 
can, or torture their imaginations for 
conjectures, and, proceed in the exam- 
ination. 

CHAPTER . 
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C I-IA PTER XI. 

ISRAEL A’UM~ERED. 

N Exodus, thirtieth chapter,; elev- 

enth and twelfth verses, it is thus writ- 

ten. “ And the Lord spake unto MO- 
ses, saying, when thou takest the sum 

of the children of Israel after their 
number, then shall they give every man 
a ransom for his soul unto the Lor~~.“~~ 
It is obvious, according to this passage, 
that to number the Israelites could be 

no ofFence, as it was mentioned with 
approbation by the Almighty ; but be- 
hold the sad reverse. In 1st. (%roni- 

cles, twenty-first chapter, first, seventh, 
and fourteenth verses, it is as follows ;- 
<‘ And Satan stood up against Israel, 

and 

* The ransom requirtd was half a shekel of money. 

Exodus, chap. xxx. vu. 16. 

Q2 
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and provoked David to number Israel, 
And God was displeased with the 
thing ; therefore he smote Israel. The 
Lord sent pestilence upon Israel : and 

there fell of Israel, seventy thou- 
sand men .” It is admirable to. see 
with what dexterity those inspired Bi- 
ble makers can change the nature of 
things, and even God himself. At one 
time numbering the people, when it 
answered the purposes of the priests, 
was proper and commendable ; at ‘. 
another time, when numbered contrary 
to their schemes, or without their con- 
sent, it was a horrid sin against Gbd. 
But if it was a sin to number Israel, 
and their number was taken by order 
of David their king ; by whom was the 
sin committed ?-by the king, who had 
power to have his order executed, or 
by the people who had no power to 
prevent it ? surely, if in this case sin was 
conmitted, it could not be by the peo- 

pk 
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ple, but by the king. Then why was 
the innocent people punished, and their 
guilty king suffered to escape ? This 
passage is not only hostile to that 
which precedes it, and to justice, but 
at war also, with the following one from 
the same authority. “ The fathers shall 
not suffer for the sins of the children, 
.neither shall the children suffer for the 
sins of the fathers, but every man shall 
suffer for his own sins.” Here are 
three passages quoted from the Bible, 
which successively and pointedly con- 
tradict each other, and clearly demon- 
strate the folly and absurdity of be- 
lieving God their,au thor. Ye infatuated 
priests and advocates of imposture, how 
long will you wear the garb of truth, 
and persecute her cause ? You have 

( heretofore b!:,en considered the mere 
dupes of artifice ; but the world will no 
longer attribtrte your attempts to sup- 

port obvious f&chood, to blind credo- 
lity, 

. 
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lity, but to the prostitution of every 
virtuous rational principle, to the in- 
fluence and love of that wealth and 
power which you derive from your 
adulterous and insincere services. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XII. 

PROPHECY. 

W ITI3 respect to prophecies, they 
are of the nature of supernatural com- 
munications, which in the foregoing 
and succeeding parts of this work, are 
demonstrated to be inconsistent with a 
probationary state, with moral agency, 
subversive of virtue, of the free volun- 
tary worship of God, and of every af- 
fection necessary to qmlif’y the soul for 
heaven. These are principles establisllcd 
by the Allnighty, from which it is de- 
monstrable that all accounts of sopernat- 
ural communicaciotis said to be made to 
the world, through the instrumentali t.y 
of man, aire false. 

As-to the modes of fulfilling pretend- 
ed prophecies, they are scarcely worth 
noticing, the fulfilment might have been 

fabricated 
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fabricated as well as the prophecies, or 
the fabricators might have realized their 
fraud by bringing forward a real victim 
as the son of God, and preparing, him 
for a sacrifice to imposture. But it is 
more then probable that the unpopular 
doctrine of some religious enthusiastic 
person, had cost him his life ; and that’ 
false rumor and misrepresentations re.s- 
petting him, were the ground of the fa- 
bulous story of a crucified Son of God, 7. 
on which, imposture, superstition and 
enthusiasm, fabricated the doctrine of 
Christianity. To prove the divinity of 
this imaginary God, and founder of a 
new system of religion, it was natural 
for its psdy tes to convert in to prophe- 
cy of him, every allegory, allusion, or 
prWqe, Ilowever foreign to their pur- 
pose, ii~at were not too securely guard- 
ed against perversion, by a close connec- 
tion, and exclllsive application to their fl 

subjects. To attach adequate impor- ~ 

tance 
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tance to this ambassador from heaven, 
and to the catastrophe that ensued, a 
childish story of a reptile is rummaged 
II~, which was invented by some foolish 
inquirer after the origitial cause of sin, 
and death ; not knowing that a moral 
agent, in a state of trial, has power to 
pervert the blessings of God, and in so 
doing commit sin ;. and ignorant also of 
the necessity of the death of tile mortal 
body, that the soul after the object of 
its probation is accomplished, may rest 
with God, and enjoy the fruits of its pi- 
ous labours. A mere serpent, however, 
could not answer the purpose ; imagina- 
tion therefore went to work, and finally 
after four thousand iears had elapsed, it 
was miraculously discovered, that a de- 
vil had .entered it1 to the serpent, who 
caused the first man to sin, for which sin 
All mankin’d were damned before they 
had entered their state of probation, or 
had committed the least offence. “Lw 

impostors 
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jmposters and fanatics make God to 
damn his innocent creatures, to procure 
business for their ambassador, the mere 
creature of fable, artifice, and super* 
stition. 

When the gross abominable imposi- 
tions that were practised by priests in 
the; first establishment of Christianity, 
and for ages afterwards, are considered, 
we shall cease to wonder at imposture, 
and of the facility of its success in those > 

tirnes, when sul)erstition and darkness 
enveloped the nation. Tile people were 
led by their priests, nor had they any 
other means of information ; there was 
but one book in the nation, and that in 
the hands of their priests, so that they 
could, without the least difficulty, or 
danger of detection, write in it what- 
ever they Illcased. This book: we are 
intjrrneci ii1 2nd. I<.il)p, twenty se- 
co114 chn [IW, aIs{.) in 2nd. Clhroni- 
cles, thlr~y f’oclrch chapter, was found by. 
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Milkiah the high priest, in the house of 
the Lord, in the reign of Josiah, King of 
Judah, who was eight years did when he 
began to reign, and eighteen when the 
book was said to be found. The’high 
priest gave the book to Shaphan the 
scribe, who read it before the king ; and 
the king rent his clothes, and command- 
ed Hilkiah the high priest, Shaphan 
the scribe, Ahikati the son of Sha- 
phan, and two others, to enquire of 
the Lord concerning the words of the 
book. And they went unto Hul~dah, 
the prophetess, who dwelt in Jerusalem 
in the college ; and they communed 
with her, and received from her the an- 
swer of the Lord, with which they- re- 
turned to the king. Then the king as- 
sembled all the men of Judah, and all 
$he inhabitants of Jerusal*km, both 
small and great ; and he read in their 
ears all the words of the book of the 
covenant tvhich was found in the 

R ‘house 



house of the Lord. And all the people 
stood to the covenant. Then followed 
a revolution of the priesthood in the 
land of Judah and in Jerusalem ; they 
slew the priests upon the altars, and 
burned men’s bones upon them. Now 
is there not good reason to conclude, 
that this book, said to be fi>i~nd in t,he 
house of the Lord, was fabricated. by 

the high priest and the scribe, a11d im- 
posed upon their young, inexperienced 
king, as a covenant and law revealed of 
God, in order to revolutionize the na- 
tion. The generation that existed at 
the time of discovery, knew noth- 
ing of the book, from which it is infer- 
rable that the time of its being lost (if 
lost at all) must have been one hundred 
years at least ; and it is incredible that 
a book of such importance should .be 
lost in the house of the Lord, for such 
a length of time. The perfect ease 
with which the young king might have 
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been imposed on, the revolution and 
massacre of the prie,sts that immediate- li 
ly succeeded the promulgation of the 
book ; are circumstances that strongly 
‘indicate a premeditated design, and im- 
press the mind with a well grounded 
suspicion, that the book was devised 
for its accomplishment. 

‘CHAPTER 



CHAPTERS XIII. 

EWTH and consistency pervade 
tile universal order of nature, and tile 
more we know of this order, the more 
we admire its perfection, and adore the 
infinite wisdom of tllc glorious Author. 
The 11urc and perfect law of God is so 
strikingly inllcrent in human intelli- 
gence, and his rational, moral, internai 
system so manifest, that no falsehood 

or fraud can escape whcrl the means Of 
detection are properly exerted. Mnn 
is convinced of evil, when conceived in 
Ilis ~~liild, and if brought to maturity, 
:~nd ushered into the world, the public 
mind is as competent to tile detection 
of it, (if of a public nature) as the 
mind of the individual with whom it 
originated. So true is this observation,, 

that 
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that an error is seldom introduced in- 
to any art or science which is not dis- 
covered ; or. a violation of the law of 
God, as it respects the temporal interest 
of society, that escapes with impunity ; 

nor can the violation of his law, against 
the spiritual interest of the world, elude 
the light and force of truth, if not op- 
p\!sed by the impenetrable shield of 
blind prejudice, or perversion of the 
will aild affections of moral agents. 

Among the numerous means of de,- 
tecting fraud and imposture, respecting 
the Christian system of religion, is the 
cutting off, and rl-jection of a consider- 
able number of the books of the bible, 
and denominaGng tl1e.m apocryphal ; for 
it is obvious, they are no less entitled t.o 
confidence as written by inspiration, 
than those prefkrred and called the bi- 
ble. The style of both are the same, 
and the subjects in several instances . 

connected ; the words, “ Thus saith the 
II 2 Lord ,” 
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Lord ,‘)-‘C And the word of the Lord 
came unto me saying,” are in the apoc- 
rypha as well as .in the bible ; both 

‘stand on equal ground, with respect to 
divine authority, and it is impossibleon 
any just principle whatever, to reject the 
one and not the other ; they must stand 
or fall together. Bnt behold the gross 
inconsisiency or faIsehood of the com- 
pilers of the bible ; they Irave assigned 
23 t!ic cause of tirt’ir rejection of those 
books termed the Apocrypha, the donbt- 
f’ulness of their authors ; when it is ob- 
vious they knew no more of the an- 
thors of the books they made choice of, 
than of those they rejected. The au- 
thority of Lord Bishop of LandaE, a 

%. distinguished advocate for the Christian 
system, will certainly be sufficient to 
l)rove this fact, who, in his apology for 
the bibie, addressed to Thomas Paine, 
makes the foliowing concession respcct- 

ing the authors of many of the books of 
the 
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the bible. ‘6 It would indeed” says the 

bishop, $6 have been an enquiry not un- 
worthy your notice, in Inany parts of 
your work, to have examined what was 
the opinion of the learned men, rcspect- 

i ng the authors of several books of the bi - 

ble, you would have found that you were 
in many places fighting a phantom of 
yo~;r own raising, and proving Miliat was 

generally ar1mitt.e.d. .\!cry little certain- 

ty, 1 think, can at tliis tilne be ob~aincd 
on this sub.jcct ; b\lt tllat you may have 
some knowledge of what has been con- 
jectured by me’n of judgment, 1 will 
qnote to you a,passage f’rom Dr. Hart- 
ley’s observations on man. ‘I’he anthor 

himself does not vouch for the truth of 
his observations, for he begins with a 
supposition .-‘I suppe then, .that 
the pentatench consists of the writings 
of Moses, put together by SamucI, with 
a very few additions : that lhe books; of 
Joshua and Judges were, in IAt: man- 

ner, 
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ner, collected by him ; and the book of 
Ruth, with the first part of the first 
book of Samuel, written by hitn ; tllat 

the latter part of t.he first book of Sam- 
uel, and the second book, were written 
by the prophets WliO succeeded Samu- 
el, suppose Sathan and Cad ; that the 

books of Kings and CItronides, are ex- 
tracts from the records of the succeed- 

ing prophets, concerning their own 
times, and from the pt.t!>lic genealogica1 
tabfes tnadc by Ezra ; that the books 
Ezra and Nehemiah, are collections of 
records, sotne written by Ezra and NC- 
llemiah, and ‘some by their predecessors ; 

that the book of Esther was written by 
some eminent Jew, in or near the times 
of the transactions there recorded, per- 
llaps Mordecai ; the book of Job by a 

Jew, of an uncertain time ; the Psalms 

by David, and other pious persons ; the 

books ofProverbs and Can titles by Solo- 
mon ; the book of Ecclesiastes by Sol- ’ 

ornon, 
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omon, or perhaps by. a Jew qf later 
times, speaking in his person, but not 
with an intention to make him pass for 
the author.” 

Jt is then dmi tted by the first autho- 
rities, and advocates for the Bible, that 
tile books attril)+ltrtl to Moses,. al30 the 
books of Joshua, J htlges, Ruth, Samuel, 
Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, ‘an- 
titles and &:clesiastes, making in all 
twenty- two b k rests entireI: on 00 s, . 

suppositious authority ; several of’them, 
indclcd, have nat t,he c&it of being 
written even by sllpposed authors, but 
are abandoned, and left to shift for 
themselves. It is therefore certain, that 
tile books which cotnpose the Ap-a- 

p ‘9 111 were not rejected on account Of 
the uncertainty of their authors, but on 
account of their fabulous and ridiculous 

contents. And for the same teason, 
had the compilers of the IMe been 

consistent 



consistent, and respected the at tributes 
of God, they ~oulcl have rttjcctetf their 
whole c!ollection, as books wri ttcn by 

inspiration. Stronger proof of the im- 
position of the JSiblc, no rexonnlde man 
will require, than I he fiibnlous nonsense 
contained ii] several of its books, which 
the dissenters from t-he mother ChUrCh 
inconsistently, if not hypocriticnlly, pre- 
tend to rrject as productions of doubt- 
fidl aulhority. In them we read, that 
sparrows muted warm dung into Tobit’s 
eyes aid blinded him. That an Angel 
informed Tobias, that tile smoke of the 
heart and liver of n fish will repel a de- 
vil, or an evil spirit.-That an Angel 
was employed in tr\ldging about with 

bags of money.--That an Angel took 
‘Habakkuk, a prophet in Jewry, by the 
crown, and bore him by the hair of his 
head, to Ihniel in the lion’s den, with a 
nless of’ portage tbr his dinner.-‘That a 
maid had been given to seven men, who 
were all killed in the marriage chamber, 

bY 
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by a wicked spirit that Ioved her; but 

Tobias her eighth husband made a smoke 
with the heart and liver of a fish, in llle 
marriage chambr, the smell of which 
caused the amorolls devil to flee away. 
These passagec: ridiculous as they are, are 
not more absurd, b!lt far less numerous 
than those contaiI>ed in the books select- 
ed for the 13\bIr ; the only difference is, 
that thme in tile B111lc are generally of a 

more tr;;<ic, diabolical character, many 
of whicll are particularty noticed in this 
examination. 

It is said, that the oijectinnable parts 
of the Bible, are the errors of translators ; 

if so, it would seem that the translators 
of the Bible ivnto English, were not in- 
spired like the sevent.y-two men we have 
an account of in Rollin’s ancient Ilistory, 
e:lc:h of whom translated the Bible from 
the Hebrew into Greek, in separate 
apnrtmen ts, in seventy-two days ; and 
on cwmparing their versions together, 

not 
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not the least difference was found &en 
in a single word. If it was necessary 
for these translators of the Bible to be 
inspired, which it certainly was if God 
was its author, would he not have inspi- 
red those men aIso, who translated it 
from the Hebrew or Greek into English ? 
Certainly he would. B!lt ii is admitted 
God did not, and that the translators of 
the Bible into English, have commit&d 
errors, and rendered it in several parts 
objectionable. It therefore follows that 
God never inspired any of the transla- 
tors, and consequently that he is not the 
author of the Bible. I-Ix1 the Bible 

*been written by inspiration, containing 
a law and guide for man’s salvation, God 
would have preserved it in the world for 
ever free from corruption ; this is a truth 
that can be maintained against all the 
sophistry in the world. For if the mani- 
festations of God in nature, both in man, 8 

and out of man, which is unchangeable 
and 
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and eternal, and out of the power of 
erring, and wicked men to corrupt, or 
devastation to destroy, are not sufficient 
for man’s salvation, then it will follow, 
as sure as there is wisdom, truth, con- 
sistency and power in God, that if he 
inspired men to write the Bible as a 
law and guide for the salvation of man, 
that he would have preserved i;t free 
from the least alteration, corruption or 

error ; otherwise it could not be a cer- 
tain revelation from God, and the world 
be dependant on fallibl,~ erring mortals 
for a pure law, and perfect guide for 
their salvation. Here, then, the business 
is at an end, for the learned advocates , 

of the Bible are constrained to admit 
that it contains many errors, and that in 
several parts the; sense is corrupted. 
Tlierefore, whatever may have bceu cog- 
I:~x-tecl, good or bad, and put into the 
Hible, it is 1lclt ther? n~en Ilas to IOC?[C fiLjr 
the 1JCrfCC.t ir:liuI.ltable law allcl grl;de 



that God has given for man’s salvalion, 
but in his own heart; it is there God 
llas deposited his divine law, the heav- 
enIy treasure, (a precious trea3ure in- 
deed to them that obey it) where no 
power can approach to pervert or via- 
late it, but the possessor of it himself. 
This is the true and only source of relig- 
ion ; it is natural and rational, and glo- 
SLies the attributes of God ; it is this 
the truly religious Deist contends 

-: for, and which none but prejudiced, in- 
fatuated mortals will deny ; who are SO 
blinded as not to see, that the few gene-‘ 
ral laws contained in the Bible, arc but 
a partial transcript of the perfect law Of 
God impIanted in the hearts of all man- 
kind, and which has been manifested 
in a greater or less degree, by all dig-. 

ious men in every age of the world, ac- 
cording to their advances in the arts of , 

polished life, and the means they enjoy- 
ed of improving the rational powers of' 

the 



the mind. The imperfect copy of the 
law of God, .in the Bible, is insufficient 
as a guide for man, in innutilerable cir- 
cumstances that occur in life ; indeed 
we know from experience that they are 
no material guide in any case whatever, 
particularly when man is in t-hc greatest 
need ; that it is the internal_ principles 
which have been embraced, the feelings 
and disposition of the mind that determine 
the will, and guide men in all caseb of 
a tnoral and religious nature. Say, ye 
who believe in the bible, and are truly 
religious ; ye,. whose obedience to the 
internal law of God, has enabled YOU 
to subdue all things, and to regulate 
and bring all the powers of your mind 
into sweet subjection to his will, whose 
love of heavenly objects has raised you 
?bove the world, and placed it, in all 
its pomp, beneath your feet ; when acl- 
versity assailed you, and fiery trials, 
strong temptations, and codlicting pas- 

sions 
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Cons have wrung your agonizing soul, 
where did you find relief ?-Was it not 
in. your heart, while deeply engaged 
and attentive to what was passing there, 
your soul coi2fiding in God, that tleliv- 
prance -came, and streams OF consola- 
tion flowed fi-om the mercy and love of 
God, as from a fountain, and chasd 
away your sorrows ?-Tik you know 

is the Innguqe of experience and 
truth, but you will not receive the sal- 
vation of God, nor give him the glory 
in his own way, the way of nature, but 
in the way that fable, imposture, super- 
stition and enthusiasm have f’abricaled. 

Were the impostorous parts of the bi- 
ble espunged, it might then possibly 
llave its use, as a compilation of hu- 
nlan productions, collectecl without 
judgment or discrimination. Cut re- 

ceived as a book written by inspiration, ’ 

it is difficult to conceive the extent of 
evil it has caused in the world, and will 

con tinuc 
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continue to produce, until rejected, and 
buried in oblivion, never more 
found the understanding and, 
powers of man, by miracles, 

to con- 
rational 
dreams, 

and visions, the source of superstition, 
enthusiasm and persecution, which has 
deluged the world in blood ; never more 
to set at variance the providence of God, 
or violate the sacred harmony of his 
divine attributes, nor &vert the atten- 
tion of man from the contemplation of 
the perfect law of G.ocl 
his heart.. 

implanted in. 

Facts have been fairb s t atcd, subjects 
of the last importance impartialfy in- 
vestigated, and the result is, that the 
bible is nothing more than a portrait of 
the barbarous Jewish natio.n, and of 
mankind in their infant, simple, ines- 
perienced state, groaning under the op- 
pression of knavery, degraded and led 
astray by artifice and imposture. In 
that heterogeneous compilation, we be- 

SZ hold 
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hold the moral law, and every principle 
of humanity violated by artful design- 
ing-men, who found means to induce 
an ignorant people, to regard their wick- 

ed, inhuman conduct, policy, and 
schemes, as authorised by the command 
of God : likewise ridiculous stories, 
that owe their origin to invention, 
and their preservation to blind super- 
stition. The pl+ecepts of genuine piety, 
morality, virtue and charity, that flow 
from the principles God has universally 
implanted in human nature, are also 
blended with imposture in that fabrica- 
tion, and used as a cloak to hide its de- 
formity, and deceive the ignorant ; 

an enlightened world, will strip 
posture of its stolen ornaments, 
expose it to universal contempt, 

but 
im- 
and 

CHAPTIZR 
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C HA PTER XIV. 

HYPOCRISY. 

I T is an horrid idea those men enter- 
tain, who say imposture had better re- 
main, than, by an exposure of it, unde- 
ceive‘ the ignorant, and interrupt the re- 
ligious tranquillity of society. A sen- 
tjment more obnoxious to God, more 
hypbcritical, more hostile to religion, 
more degrading and insulCng to the 
great body of the people, is inconceiva- 
ble, It shews a conteml3tuou.s indtffer- 
ence to the worship df God, whioh 

ought to be pure, and rationally engage 

all the poivers of the mind ; but what 

purity or ratio:tality is there in that wor- 
. 

ship which has imposture for its medi- 
um, and incomprehensible articles of 
faith for ik doctrine ? If there are any 
In this enlightened age who worship God 

in 
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in this irrational manner, througl1 in- 
vincible ignorance, they are excnsable. 
But unprincipled hypocrites are tlley 

who see and condemn the imposture, 
and yet encourage the belief and prac- 
tice of it, under pretcnce of great con- 
cern for the religious rranquillity of so- 
ciety. These are men that talk of sys- 
terns of religion only, and are not inte- 
rested in any, further then respects their 
mercenary views and temporal pros- 
pects ; and, if not the most injurious, 
are the most contemptible characters in 
society. But these very men who can 
behold the moral and divine system o.f 
God dishonored, violated, defaced, and 
spurned in a manner out of the world, 
by imposture and superstition, their 
rights of reason and of understanding 
taken a way, religion polluted, and not 
see it their duty to do any thing in de- 
fence of their spiritual and eternal inte- 
rest, will, fur temporal considerations, 

interested 
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interested and ambitious motiv,es, dis- 
turb the tranquillity of society, and put 
the deadly weapon to their neigllbour’s 
throat. For similar causes, the heads of 
Church and State, will convulse the 
world, and deluge the earth with human 
blood. 

Deceived, inj!lrcd, insulted people, --, 
will you suffeFdeludrd., or wicked men, 
many of whom you have placed lligh 
in office, in Church and State, and cloth- 
ed with honor, wealth, and power, to 
keep you ignorant of the degraded state 
of your rational powers, and conspire 
with imposture to prevent you from en- 
joying the glorious and happy effects 
of the divine internal system. One 
truth, derived from that intelligent 
sollrce of God, through the medium of 
our rational powers, will give light, 
knowledge and power to the mind, 
which a 
can have 

system that excludes reason, 
no pretensions to. A system 

of 



of religion having no foundation in real, 
son or nature, must in the nature of 
things be delusive, and would inevita- 
bly terminate in hypwrisy, profligacy, 
de-;pair, madness or suicide, was it not 
for reason, which like its divine Autl3or, 
operates unsolicited and imperceptibly, 
ancl saves the ~lnconscious vict.im from 
the pernicious consequences of impos- 
ture. 

CHAPTER 
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CI-L4PTER XV. 

NON-RESlSTA2\:CF. 

% IIE doctrine of non-resistance, held 
by the society called Qu;rkers, and by 
many individiial~ of other denomina- 

1 tions, beiq founded on passages in the 
New-,Testament, 
to the: world, and 
this examination. 
vanced in favonr 

s of .&at importance 
a proper subject for 

Much has been ad- 
of, and against this 

doctrine, but nothing conclutiive or sat- 
isfactory to the rational mind. ‘Dog- 
mas and infe.rences drawn from the per- 
version of first principles on the one 
hand, pa,lliation and conjecture on the 
other, is all the proof that has been offer- 
ed on this important iubjcct. The ad- 
vocates for the doctrine, remark, on the 
authority of the New-‘restament, that; 
the time will come, “ when xn~n shgfl 

beat 
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beat their swords in to plough-shares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks, - 
and when nation shall not lift up SWO~ 

against nation, and they shall not learn 
war any more”-“ For, though we walk 
in the flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh ; for the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal,“-“ From whence come 
wars and fightings among you ? come 
they not hence even of your lasts that 
was in your members ?“-“ Whereas it 
was said of old, an eye for an eye, and 
a tooth for a tooth, 1 say unto you, that 
ye resist not evil, but whosoever shall 

smite t.hee on thy right ‘chtaek, turn to 
him the other also.” Other believers 
in the New-Testament, who contest the 

doctrine, will not believe these passages 
mean what t.hey say, and by the aixd of 
conjecture , give tllcm, what they con- 
ceive to be a rational meaning, or at 
least such as wol~ld better accord with 
their temporal interest, a considc;ration, 

which 
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which had it not occurred, they proba- 
bly would not have doubted the plain 

meaning of the “ sacred scriptures.” 
But powerful interest will shake the 
faith of Christians, and remove their 
prejudices, when common sense, truth 
and reason are disregakled. The advo- 
cates fi.)r the doctrine of non-resistance 
do not stq$ere, they point out the wars 
of ambitious kings, of .corrupt govern- 
ments, the destruction of the lives and 
property of their subjects, in their in- 
iquitous contests, and dwell largely on 
the watuon horrid outrages that follow 
the perversion of those principles and 
laws which God had estabIi<hed for the 
government and well bein,g of the mo- 
ral world. To these things the Chris- 
tian that contests the doctrine, has noth- 
ing to offt’r, althoi@ his C:\use is jtist, 
but the mere puerility of palliatives and 
cnnjxture ; representing their ijlql)i,-ed 
bou’k at variance with itself; in a\ltlloriz- 
iag doctrues in direct upij0sition to 

T ea+ 
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each other, resistance and non-resist-, 
and’e. He cannot, consistently with his 
9aith, investigate truth and principles in 
nature, nor draw any rational inference 
or conclusion frpm them, that does not 
strictly agree with the bible. Thus the 
rational powers of a Christian are bound, 
and imprisoned in tltat book, and he has 
not the liberty of enjoying the beautiful 
order and harmoqy of nature, in which 
the wisdom of God is divinely displayed. 
Deluded Christians, your minds are 
shackled with the falsehood of impos- 
ture, and with the .wild disorganizing 
dogmas of superstition and entllusiasm ; 
you dare not, nay, cannot consistently 
with your profession, ernl)race the obvi- 
ous truths, principles and laws, that tied 
has naturally placed within your power. 
It therefore remains for a inan of ream, 
unshackled 114’ imposture, unbiassed by 
interest or prejudice, to decide the im- ’ 

portant question; alld derrlolrstrate the 
doctrine 
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doctrine of non-resistance to be hos- 
tile to the law of God, and to the spi- 

219 

ritual and temporal interests of the 
world. In performing which, the un- 
principled dogmas and fabrications in 
which they are contained, will meet 
the fate of the doctrine that is founded 
on them. 

Let xio%ne be so void of understand- 
ing as to imagine God has not -formed 
the human mind with principles and 
powers capable of detecting imposture 
with the greatest certainty ; the contra- 
ry has been shown in many instances in 
this examination, and will now be shown 
with respect to the doctrine of non-re- 
sistence, and the above passages quoted 
from the New-Testament, on which the 
doctrine is founded._ The divine law, 
like God himself, is unbounded, it is giv- 
en for the uni‘versal government of the 
world, and extends without exception to 
all circumstances and conditions of men,. 

They 
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They that obey the law of God, from 
a principle of love, are the religious of’ 
mankind, who do not live iti fear of, nor 
under the law of justice, but under the 
ja_w of love, which governs the obedient 
will and pure affttctions of the good, and 
3~s for ipimmediate object the prcpa- 
xation of the soul of man for heaven, 
and is not satisfied with any perform- 
ance unless it proceed from a clue sense 
of duty ,and of love. ‘They that do not 
obey the law of God from a principle 
of love, are the irreligious and wicked 
part of mankind, who live in fear of, and 
under the law of justice, which re- 
strains the evil conciuct of the wick- 
ed, and has for its immediate object 
the prescrvntion of society in the 
peaceable erj_joyrnent of lifi: and pro- 
perty, that the religious and tljose desi- 
1’0~s of becoming so, may not be pre- 
vented by the wicked and licentious, 
from meeting together for the purposes 

of 
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of instruction, communion, and the 
worship of God. Tile law of justice 
cannot be dispensed with, and the man 
that will, not support and enforce it as 
far as is ,in his pw&, does not do his 
duty to God, the world, or himself. Jus- 
tice guards and protects religion ; With- 
out it the world would be in a state of 
universal anarchy, and it wo~zld be as 
impossible-&r man to become religious, 
as it would for a person tortured with 
excruciating bodily pain to reflect with 
composure on any subject. Is justice, 
then, so essential to Ihe existence of vir- 
tue and religion (t.he attribute of God) 
to be abandoned by the,virtuous and re- 
ligious, and left to the protectioli of the 
irreligious and unjust ?--No, it would 
be unnatural, and truth and justice 
revolt at the idea of such preposterous a 

condrlct; and yet it is wtiat the advo- 
cates of non-res’istence contend for. It 
is hoped‘they will consider the subj:act 

T2 better 
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better, and so believe and act, as not to 4 

incur the charge of partial and incon- 
sistent conduct, and that they will not 
only support and enforce justice against 
corruption in their own hearts, and in 
their own families, but in society like- 
wise ; by the civil authorities they have, 
or ought to have in common with their 
feIiow citizens appointed for the pur- 
pose. Aud that should any hostile pow- , 

er on earth invade their country, in vi- 
olation of their rights, and of the sa- 
cred law of justice, they will not das- 
tardly desert her cause, nor let their ru- 
lers fall victims to their superstitious fol- 

lY* If it be objected, that as God is the 
0111~ source of’ life, the right of depriv- 
ing a human being of existence rests 
solely with him, that to enforce the 
claims of justice to the extent of actual 
war, the lives of men would be inevita- 
bly sacrificed, and that therefore to en- I 

,gage in war on any account wliatevei, 
must 
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must be unjust, and inconsistent with 
the law of God. It is answered, that 
man has no rights but, those he has re- 
ceived from God ; that no right or pow- 
er is withheld from him, that is essen- 
tial to his preservation as a moral agent ; 

that with the gift of life, he‘has receiv- 
ed the right to preserve and enjoy it, 
and that the man who violates this sa- 
cred right of his fellow creature, forfeits 
his own, not only to justice fvr the life 
lie has taken, but also to society, with 
whom as a member he is unfit to exist. 
And when it is considered that the dc- 
privation of life, forfeited to justice and 
society, may be temporal only, as crimi- 
nals sentenced to death have time aIIow- 
ed them to rqlent, the punishment inh 
flitted, if not rendered a blessing, will 
appear light indeed, when compared 
with the crime of an assassin, who sends 
his victim without a moment’s warning, 
preyared or unprepared, into an awful 

eternity. 
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eternity. If, thell, Under tile civil law, 
the law of preservation and of God, 
some crimes are so enormous and the _ 

perpetrators of them so depraved and 
inj\rrious to socie.ty, that justice req\~ircs 

they sl7ould suffer death, shall the via- 
latOi*S of ttre rights of nations, wllose 
object is to make them the slaves of ty- 

ranny and ambition, trample on all IilWS 
hitman and divine wit-h im’]3unity, wllile 
there is power on earth sufficient to re- 
strain auii p!tnish the oppressor? Cer- 
tainly not-but let it be remembered 
that a people, whether in their intlividu- 
al or national capacity, whhcr in their 
private or plrblic counsels and decisions, 
they must ever act on princil,les ofjus- 
t.ice, and from a due sense of duty, if 
they would truly sustain a religious cha- 
racter, Thejust will never act from tno- 
tives of ambition, avarice, revenge, or ha- 
tred, and that which is generally term- 
ed honour, appears to them an ini+ 

tous 
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tous cotilbination of corrupt principles, 
and perverted sentiments, from the evil 
effects it daily produces, and from the 
character of those who profess to act 
under its influence ; the enlightened 
and truly religious, therefore, esteem 
nothing honourable that is inconsistent 
with the welfare of society, justice, rca- 
son, virtue and religion. 

Ye contending nations, and ye who 
undertake to guide and govern thern, be 
cautious of the motives that influence 
your conduct, let them be such as a .., 
virtuous, well informed mind would 
deem acceptab1.e in the sight of God. 
Never involve your country in war, un- 
less the cause in its nature and magni- 
tude is such as would justify an awful 
appeal to arms, whatever consequences 
might ensue. Were these principles 
embraced by the nations that are peace- 
ably disposed, there would be but h.tle 



fighting in the world, unIess a barbar- 
ous monster should rise up, like Moses 
of old, and wishing, the destruction of 
every nation on earth but his own, in- 
duce them to believe him divinely com- 
missioned for the purpose. Hut it is to 
be presumed, such a gross, impostor- 
ous event in the present enlightened, 
and in all succeeding ages, need never 
be dreaded. 

Should it be objected, that all civil 
governments originate with man, their 
laws human, imperfect and corrupt, 
and under the direction of irreligious 
men : that therefore religious men who 
are subject to the spiritual law of God, 
are not bound to obey the inferior au- 
thority of man, contrary to the dictates 
of their conscience. The answer is, 
that civil, as well as religious govern- 
ments, prcceeds from the law of God, 
implanted in the human mind, from 

thence 
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thence is derived conviction of the ab- 

solute necessity of tenlporal law to gov- 
ern the wicked, as af%o spiritual law to 
govern the virtuous ; they are both es- 
sentially good, ant1 all that is good is of 
God. SO that the oejcction that civil 
governments are of’ human origin, is 
evidently unfounded. With respect to 
civil goverriments being under the di- 
rection of irreli+us men, the laws 
liurnan, imperfect and corrupt ; it is ob- 
served in reply, that in all establish- 
men ts, civil or religi&, there are 
among the public characters of either, 
men, good and had ; and, as to hu- 
man laws, which are doubrless always 

imperfect and of’t coyrupt, owing to want 
of experience, the imperf’ection of hu- 
man nature, and too oi-‘ten to the per- 
version of the judgnznt and uA:r- 
standing, it is weI1 known that the,se 
things exist both in Church and State. 
I’lle @q_Aes 01’ justice, virtue and re- 

ligion 
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ligion are of God, but the application 
of them by man, in making laws, civil 
and religious, and in the improvement 
of their nature as moral agents, is hu- 
man, and tnust in the nature of things, 
for e.ver be imperfect. The objection 
then is fijtmd erroneo~is ; but the infer- 
ence which is irnpr!>l)~rly drawn from 
it, is correct, for men “are not bound 
to obey the authority” of either Church 
or State, “ contrary to tlie dictates of 
their conscience ;” or, in other words, 
farther than is consistent with reason 
and just principles : bcyc’0d which, 
compliance, untlcr some circ\im5tarlces, 
may become a matter of discretion, and 
prudence the best guide. 

H It is asked, “ from whence come wars 
and lightings among you ? Colne they 
not hence of your 1:1-t? ,” These are 
simple questions, and read;lv answered. 

w 

It is admitted that ali wars originate in 
lust 
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hst, or rather ambition ; 

it fbllow that all who act on 

229 

but does 
the defen- 

sive, act from a principle of lust or am- 

bition ? -certainly not, for they may 

act from the best of principles,-of 
duty to God -of jllstice to themselves 
-and of love to all mankind. When 
a father corrects his child, is it because 
he is an object of hatred ?-When 
a member of society ,is punished as a 
warning to others, and for the genera1 
good, is it because of enmity to him ? 
-So ; nor does it follow that a nation 
is influenced by lust, malice or ambi- 
tion, when they resist tyranny and op- 
pression for the general good of the 
world. On the contrary it would man- 
ifest a criminal disregard for the welt&e 
of mankind, for a nation possessing rhe 
means of’ &time, tO submit without 
resistance to be enslaved by a corrupt 
oppressive power. A~lci by such 
coilduct become instrunlental in the 

U slavery 
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.: slavery and oppression of olller nations; 
and in removing all prospect of delive- 
I*ance or even alleviation of misery, far 
from the oppressed subjects of ty- 

rants. It is justice, and not the abuse 
of it, that is here advocated ; those ~110 

disapprove of war when the cause is 
jast, because corrupt governments have 
recourse to arms for the accomplishment 
of ambitious pqoses, would be just as 
consistent in exclaimingagainst food and 
raiment, and all the blessings God has 

. 
bestowed on man, temporal and spiritu- 
al, because many convert thrm into the 
greatest evils ; it is strange, that tile 

evil ‘consequences of t.lbi:igS perverted, 
should be ascribed to their proper use, 
and become the cause of their rt jcction. 
Jt is therefore obvious, that. before a man 
can justly refuse to obey his wuntry’s 

’ call to war, he must first prove tile war 

wjust, or shoir sufficient cause for such 
bd tef. 

Having 



FIqvingxlearly demonstrated the doc- 
trine of non-resistance to be unfounclCd 
and a~~5;rlrd, the mere visionary notion 
of hlinct superstition, some attention 
sh2ll now be given to another snt3ject, 
not altogether unconnected with the pre- ’ 

sent one. Justice is the eternal un- 
changeable attribute of God, and what- 
ever dispensations are just, must, under 
similar circumstances, forever remain so. 
Rut should the dispensations be revcr- 
sed in their nature and principles, while 
the circumstances in their nature re- 
mained unchanged, the dispensations 
could not be just. This evident truth 
applied to the following changes, will 
shew whether they have proceeded from 
a perfect unchangeable God, or from the 
deceptious, superstitious, enthusiastic, 
inconsisten t,changeabIe conduct of man, 
which has been witnessed in every age 
of the world. According to the revela- 

tiqn, or vision of St, John, there has 
been 

. 
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been war in I~eaven, and it was then 
lawful for Mici~ael and his holy angels 
to fight against the devil and his angels ; 

but now it is unlawful for good men t.o 
engage in war on earth, against wicked 
men on any account whatever. At one 
time universal war, and destruction of 
mankind was necessary, even innocent 
infants in their mothers arms were a law- 
ful sacrifice ; but now the most aban- 
oncd vio1ater.s of justice are not to be 
punished. Formerly, it is said, God 
made choice of a nation to propgate_, 
religion by the extermination of their fel- 
low creatures, ~110 were called heathens, 
with the sword ; afterwards the chosen 
nation were rejected, and the persecu- 
ted heathens became the favorite instru- 
me‘nts of heaven in the establishment of 
religion; and wonderful to tell, tile p’in- 
ciples and mode are entirely changed, 
they ate not now permitted to resist; 
evil, nor touch a sacred hair of tile sin- 

ner’s 
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ner’s head, but whosoever shall smite 
them on the right cheek, they shall turn 
to him the other also. Invincibly bi,i..?d 
must be the mind, that does’qot see the‘ 
impossibility of God’s being the author 
of those changes that are hostile to all 
order, justice and principle, not ‘to be 
equalled for inconsistency and absurdi- 
ty by any thing that can be found out 
of the Bible. No,dGod, himself, by 
his immutable laws, declare they arc not 
of him, and mankind are directed by 
reason and experience, to look for their 
origin in the rise and fall of nations, 
and of systems of religions, when im- 
posture, superstition and 6ppression, 
universally reigned. 

But the condition of the.‘world .-is - 

now greatly ameliorated, and in Amerb 
ica, the blessed asylum of the oppress& 
ed, has free e;quiry, t,ruth and reason 
found protection. A providence of G.od 
so propitious to the world, will doubtless 

UZ engage 
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engage the attention and cEorts of men, 
religious and eloquent, and terminate 
in theglorious emancipation of the pow- 
ers of the human mind, from the bon- 
dage of imposture, blind superstition,, 
and unprincipled dogmas, 

To prove an imposture, a circumstan- 
tial account of its origin is not necessa- 

“y ; was the body of a man, after being 
buried in a pit, found covered with 
deadly wounds, there could be no hes- 
itation in believing he had been rnur- 
dered, though the circumstances and 
perpetrator of the deed were unknown. 
So likewise when doctrines and transac- 
tions said to be of God, are found to 
exhibit violations of the divine artri- 
butes, of experience, and of those laws 
and principles which God has implant- 
ed in the intelligence ofman, as his sure, 
a11 sufficient and only possibly guide in 
the pursuit of truth, virtue and religion, 
the impostorous fabrication is at once 

manifes;t, 
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tnarkfest, although ,the author and man- 
ner of the imposition are unknown. 
The infallible test of falsehoods ,oQ’ this 
nature, i,s the eternal princ.iple of 
truth, which is rational, consistent, 
and unchangeably fixed as the founda- 
tions of heaven ; by it the works of man 

will be tried in eternity, and by it their 
works ought to be tried in this world. 
I3y the test of immutable truth then, 
let the ,chang.es above stated, be tried, 
and .by it also let the followi.ng ci,rc,um- 
stances .be tested. 

The believers of the bible will admit 
that Isaac, the son of Abraham, and 
his immediate successor, was chosen as 
a 1~1 inciple character i-n the introdqction 
of the Jewish dispensation of religion. 
His situation, then, in a religious view, 
was similar to that of Peter’s under the 
Christian dispensation ; but how differ- 
ent the whims (for they cannot be crall- 
ed princi@les) that are exhibited in their 

respective 
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respective human systems, falsely said 
to be divine. Jacob’s horrid imposition, 
and presumptuous falsehood respecting 
the venison, when he answered his fa- 
ther, saying, “because the Lord thy God 
brought it to me,” was attended with 
the most iniquitous circumstances, and 
of far deeper dye, + I t ban the falsehood 
told to Peter by Ananias and his wife, 
respecting the price of their land. What 
was the decision of God on the occa- 
sion, as represented in the bible ?-why, 
the most unfeeling, abandoned sinner 
met with no kind of reproof, and MYIS 
receive,d by the Almighty with the 
most marked approbation, as though he 
had acted meritoriously ; but Ananias 
and his wife were slain by the AIrnigh- 

ty as the vilest offenders. 

In the New-Testament it is said, 
“ whosoever shall smite thee on thy 

right 

“See Chapter vi. of this work, 



OF THE BJBLE, 237 

right cheek, turn to llitn the other ;l?so.” 

It is tI.lere also said, that “ tlje kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a certain king, 
which made a marriage for hjs son, and 
sent forth his servants to call them that 
were bidden to the wedding; and they 
would not come,” 8x. According to 
the parable the king’s servanrs were slain 

bY “ the remnant” of those that were 
invited to the wedding. l3nt did the 

4 king who represented the kingdom of 
Ileaven, or doctrines of Christianity, 
adopt the doctrine of not-r&stance ? 
did he turn the other cheek to the smi- 
ter ? -no, but “ he was wroth : and sent 
forth his arm-ies, and destroyed those 
murderers, and burned up their city.” 

It is likewise said, in that new fabri- 
cation, that Christ came to fulfil the 
law of God, which man had broken, 
that by his righteousness they might be 
justified. The law of God, said to be 
written on tables of stone, and given to 

I 
Moses, 



Moses, says “ thou, shalt not steal ;“- . 
did Christ t’ulfil tliis law, wllen he all<1 
his di~cil~les we17 t tl~ror~gh the corn-ticid 
OII the Sabbath dry, and plucked the e;trs 

of corn ? And was it proper, on his bc- 
ing acc\lsvd of’ tloillg that which was 
unlawful, to at tempt to jrlstify tile act 
by l)lcntling tllc sCxrilcge of’ David, who, 
by means of fi~l~ellood, roblxtl the Ilouse 
of God of the shew-bread, which was 
not IaWf‘ul for aily OllC tO Glt bllt tile 

priests ? Is it not setting ;I bad prcccdcnt 
to justify an unlawful act of’one persol1, 
by that of another ? If’ David was driv- 

en by hunger to violate tllc laws of his 
country, could the conduct of a weak 
erring mortal be an exnmplc fit for a 
God to imitate, or make use of to vindi- 

catc his own ? If’ Christ and his disci- 
ples did not choose to live by their own 

industry, and set the world a good ex- 
ample, they certainly had‘ no right to 

. prey upon the property of others ; .and 
if 
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if true, as is represented, that Christ 
fed five thousand men on five loaves and 
two fishes, having twelve baskets full of 
the -fr,qgmen ts to spare, he would in time 
of need, have acted more consistent as 
well as j&t, to have had recourse to mi- 
racle, rather than violate. the laws of 
God and man,, and give the world just 
cause to reject him and llis doctrine. 
Can these inconsistencies be reconciled 
on the rational principles wllich God has 
given to man for his guide ?-they can- 
not ; t,ht3-ef’ore man cannot confide in 
them without degrading his nature, an’d 
rendering himself unworthy thq charac- 
ter ofa reasonable being. Ret&-n,O man, 
to your God in nature, resume the use 
of reason in your spiritual as well as 
temporal concerns, in all things bhve 
and act rationally, and you will then be- 
come the enlightened, virtuous, apright, 
pious and rational people, God WOLIICI 

Slave you to be, You will not then be 
iwIiwc1 
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induced by the slavish fear of punish- 
ment to endeavor to sustain the cllarac- 

ter of a religious man, nor allured by 
the selfish consideration of reward, btlt 
your enlightened mind will be attracted 
by the beauty and excellence of virt ne 

and religion, and your soul captivated 

with the adorable perfections and glory 
of God. Remember that not to use 
your reason is-in effect the same as hav- 
ing none ; for this very reason, miracles, 
prophecies, aild supernatura1 comtnuni- 
cations were invented, to silence the 
voice of reason, extinguish its light, 
that impostorous tyrants njight’lead the 
people in dalkness, irntwe on them as 
they pleased, -withou-t .the dread of de- 
tection from a ratioual iuvestigatioti ‘of 
their impositions. 
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C HA PTER ‘XVI. 

I , THE TEST. 

46 A good tree cannot bring forth evil 
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit.” This proverb is fre- 
quently introduced by Christians, and 
esteemed by them an infallible test to 
decide the true character or nature of 
things. It is an excellent rule ofjudg- 
ment, derived from experience and com- 
mon sense, and may properly .be appli- 
ed to all external sysiems of religion ; 

not to the perversion of them, but to 
their doctrines and natural tendency. 
What then were the doctrines and ten- 
dency of the Jewish system : and what 
its fruits ?-The Jews were taught to L . 

believe that they were the only people 
of God ; that, all other nations on e:rth 
were rejected by their Creator ; that. it _I 

W was 
.I bwi.- 

8 :. 
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was their duty to destroy them, and 
possess t:hemselves of their property ; 

which with their laws, prophecies, cere- 
monies, and numerous offerings, form- 
ed the civil and religious system of the 
Jews, which being imposed on the I&S- 
tion as divine, induced them t.o consid- 
er all their fellow creatures of other na- 
tions as heathens, cursed of God, and 
as such sought their total extinction. 
Such havoc, cruelty and brutality was 
committed by the Jews, agreeably .to the 
express object of thei? system, that it 
i.s impossible there ever was a system in 
the world,’ productive of so much evil, 
‘6 Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall 
know them,.” 

With respect to the Christian system, 
it likewise originated with t1l.e Jews, 
and by its fabricators declared also to 
be divine, and inteaded to supercede 
their old system. But whereas it had 
been pretended that the Jews were the 

only 
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only people of God, alld all mankind 
beside accursed and devoted to destruc- 
tion ; now they and their system are for- 
saken of God, and the remnant of the 
abandoned heathen invited to become 
his people. What a strange inconsist- 
ent being do these systems represent 
God to be ; why was not the numerous 
tribes and nations’ invited to become the 
people of God, before they were massa- 
cred and dispersed by the Jews ?-were 
they not men ?-had they not immortal 
souls to save ?-had they not the law of 
God implanted in their hearts, and a 
consciousness of good and evi1 ?-or 
were they all, contrary to all nations 
now in the world, incorrigibly wicked ? 
-No, it was not for any of these rea- 
sons they were not invited, but because 
it did not suit the nefarious purposes of 
the Jewish leaders. It was the proper- 
ty of those weak, defenceless tribes and 
nations, their houses, flocks, vineyards 

and 
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and cultivated lands, the richest and 
best parts of the country, and security 
in the possession of them, they wanted, 
and not the propagation of religion 
among them, ‘L Wherefore, by their 
fruits ye shall know them.” 

In the Jewish system, if so such a 
horrid fabrication may be called, noth- 
ing but glaring imposition is to be 
found ; but in the Christian system, 
which was fabricated in more enlighten- 
ed times, are to be found many of those 
moral, virtuous, pious precepts and sen- 
timents, which can only originate in 
nlan’s obedience to the divine internal 
law, and in his improvement of the 
princples God has implanted in human 
intelligence ; but they are so blended 
with the superstition, enthusiasm, and 
dogmas of imposture, that it is difficuIt 
to derive any benefit from them. 

The doctrines, anathemas, dogmas, 
and parables of the Christian system, 

tec.m 
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teem with the most sanguinary persecue 
tion, and would continue to produce 
outrages, horrible as those produced by 
the Jewish system, but for the preven- 
tion of the enlightened, tolerating dis- 
position of the civilized world. Look 
&t the unnatural, deformed, incompre- 
hensible monster which tramples on the 
rational powers wh.ich God has given to 
mankind for their guide, and treats 
them as brutes, disposing all who par- 
take of its spirit to do the same ; hear 
its fulminating declarations of war 
against the world. “There is no name 
given under heaven, whereby man can 
be saved, but the name of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.“-” He that 
believes not” 
which spurns 
ternal system 
in man, by 

(this declaration of man, 
and sets at nought the in- 
that God has implanted 
which Jew and Gentile, 

Christian, Mahometan, and men of 
every description, become religious, vir- 

W 2 tuous 
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tuous and moral) “ shall be da,mned.” 
-(‘ Go out into the highways and hedg- 
es, ‘and compel them to come in, that 
my house may be filled.“-” If any man . 
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him 
be accursed ,” and the parable of the 
marriage of the king’s son is complete9 
ly calculated to encourage keeping 
standing armies, persecution and tyran- 
ny. According to the letter and spirit 
of these doctrines, the Christians advan- 
ced with their cross, glittering ai the 
head of the legions ;* and like the Jews, 
. destroyed, and plundered all before 
them, until arrested by superior power, 
and then, like them, began to persecute 
and massacre one another on account; 
of their different forms of worship and 
opinions, rkspecting the meaning of 
the doctrines of their human system. 
‘Wiiereas had the system not been im- 

posed 

* Se0 CiSbon’s history of the DegGx and Fall of the 
Roman Empire. 



posed on the people as divine, no such 
horrid effects could have resulted from 

‘it ; the system as human, .would have 
been altered and improve-d, as man im- 
proved, and, rendered conformable to 
the manifestations and attributes of 
God, which are the immutable, eternal 
standard of perfection, and guide of 
the whole world, in the performance of 
every duty, and att’ainment of every vir- 
tue. The internal system of God is 
the source, of all religion, morality, 
charity and virtue ; not one good prjn- 
Ciplc, sentiment, idea, or drsi.re can be 
derived from any other, only as a rne- 
dium posscksing no principles in itself; 
all external systems being liuman, can 
contain nothing good or profitable, that 
has not resulted from an imt,rovement 
o.f the divine internal system. 

Were Jews, Christians, Mailornetans, 
and men of all othctr denomina1ions or 
systems in the world, to take into consi- 

dera tion 
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deration the important truths contained 
in this work, and profit by them, they 
would then cease to hate and persec,ute 
each other on account of their external 
human systems-; and 
hogs, dogs and infidels, 
be applied to men who 
love and worship him, 

the epithets of 
would no longer 
believe i,n God, 
Those men only 

.would be considered infidels, who, in 
defiance of every moral demonstration, 
and rational proof, which is the strong- 
est evidence that can possibly exist in a 

state of trial, reject belief in God, which 
illustrates all things, -and renders the 
good man happy under all his afflictions ; 

and in the perversion of their will, affec- 
tions, and rational powers, embrace 
principles that rqject the Creator of the 
universe, and involves their own exist- 
ence, and all things, in confusion and 
total darkness, destroying every motive 
tovirtue, all cons&Gun of the afI%cted, 
and utility is) the existence of the world. 
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CONCLUSION. 

a 1jE author has lived to realize the 
efficacy and f’ulness of the internal and 
only rel.igious system God ever gave to 
man, from which m?nkind universally, 
derive their religion, and knows from 
experience that man is formed with all 
the powers of a free moral agent, and 
that he has naturally not only a sense of 
good and evil, but power as a free 
.agent to perform either, He is not 
influenced in his choice, nor prevented 
by any power or means, from being 
virtuous, but such as proceed from 
a perversion of principles, established 
by the Almighty, in this probation- 
ary state, for the trial of moral agents, 
and perfection of their nature ; which 
principles consist in man’s real wants, 
necessary passions, and propensities. 

r’. 



In the exercise of the powers of free 
moral agency, man may, by the per- 
version of’ his wants and propensities, 
introduce an innumerable train of ima- 
ginary wants, inordinate ambition, 
lusts and desires ; and frqin these may 
proceed poverty, covetousness, theft, 
hatred, envy, malice, revenge, mur- 
der, and all the horrid crimes that men 
commit. From the moral and divine 
system, implanted in human nature, 
clear, powerful, rational, enlightening 
knowledge of al1 that respects man’s 
duty to God, society, and his eternal in- 
terest, ff ow almost spontaneously into 
the mind of every unprejudiced, sincere 
faithful man, And such is the trans- 
cendant excellency of truth and virtue, 
such the prospect of an uninterrupted 
eternity of bliss, and such the goodness 
of God, the glorious author of man’s be- 
ing and happiness, that the man who is 
not rendered incapable of spiritual and 

divine 
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divine affection by sensuality, will love 
God with supreme delight, and mankind 
as himself ; which probably is the high- 
est degree of human perfection attaina- 
ble in this life, 

If, in a system of religion, inconsist- 

ency, contradiction, absurdity, disa- 
greement with the divine attributes, 
with the nature of man, w’ith the crea- 
tion of the world,, and with all the known 
dispensations of God, are suficient to 
prove it false, then are the Jew’s and 
Christian’s system of religion, as found- 
ed on miracles, dreams, visions and su- 
pernatural communications, that appear 
to owe.their origin to idle tales, ridicu- 
lous legends, fabulous tradition, impos- 
ture, and blind superst.it.ion, void of all 
claim to the confidence of t.he world. 
The light and know1edg.e of the truly 
religious among them, as also of all 
other denominations in every part of the 
world, are derived from God, in nature, 

through 



through the medium of reason and the 
understanding, which God has given 
man for that purpose. This evident 
truth they reject, and blindly ascribe to 
the medium of an absurd system of im- 
pnsture, the blessings which they re- 
ceive themselves immediately from God, 
the rational system of religion founded 
On the manifestations of God, in the 
creation and government of the universe, 
?nd on his moral and divine law, that 
operat.es upon the mind with irresistible 
conviction, and leaves every man with- 
out excuse, is consistent in all its parts ; 

in it the attributes of God are seen to 
harmonize ; man as a free moral agent, 
the world as a probationary state, and all 
the dispensations of’ God, happily unite. 

The perfect agreement that univer- 
sally exists among all men who are tru- 
ly religious, with respect to essentials, 
whatever their nominal distinction Or 

systems may be, and the universal con- 
fusion 
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fusion and war that prevails among ~11 
‘- pretended supernatural systems, demon- 

strate that they are not of God i and 
that the principles and means by which 
men become enlightened, virtuous and 
religious, are not in them, but implant- 
ed in’ human nature by the God of 
nature, and experienced in the f’ulness 
of their blessed effects, by all who sin- 
cerely repent and unreservedly sacrifice 
the whole body of sin, by constant 
watchfulness and exertions to bring every 
passion, propensity and desire, into per- 
fect obedience to the divine law within 
man. It i’s by conformity to the will 
of God, from a principle of love, that 
the human soul becomes spiritual, and 
heir of eternal life and happiness. 

Stronger demonstrations of the exist- 
ence of the Supreme Being, of the im- 
mortality of the soul, of the reward of 
virtue and punishment of vice, cannot 
exist, than are found in nature, nor an 

X assurance 



assurance of eternal things, greater than 
‘that produced by faith. Certain know- 
ledge in a probationary state would be 
hostile to the freedom of moral agents, 
to the love and voluntary worship of 
God, and weIlbeing of civil society. 
Suspend a sword over a man’s head, and 
let him know the moment he deviates 
from a certain rule of conduct, it would 
pierce him to his heart, the certainty 
of his fate would operate with such im- 
perious violence a$ to render the decision 
of the will rather the effect of necessity 
than of free choice ; nor could the noble 
sentiment of love, that originates only 
in perfect freedom of will possibly exist. 
Were mankind in a state of certainty 
with respect to their final end, one part 
of the irreligious would be overwhelmed 
in ,desperation, rage and madness, while 
the daring offender, as far as civil au- 
thority could be evaded, would give full 
scope to violence and outrage. But our 

infinitely 
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infinitely wise and glorious Creator has 
established a very different order of 
things, making a rational faith which is 
derived from God, in nature, the ground 
of our love and obedience. Apply these 
incontrovertible facts, to miracles, pro- 
phecies and all supernatural communi- 
cations, and tllere is not an enlightened 
unprejudiced man in the world, but will 
see that God never made use of such 
means for the establishment of religion. 
How then ought the world to esteem 
those accounts of miraculous communi- 
cations and supernatural displays of di- 
vine power, that represents the Almigh- 
ty as having had recourse to means 
subversive of the end they were intended 
to accomplish, inconsistent with the pre- 
sent order of things, and with the tem- 
poral and eternal happiness of man? 
violating the moral law, and probation- 
ary state of moral agents ; inasmuch as 
miracles would operate with such pow- 
erful coercion’on the human mind, as to 

supercede 
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supercede the use of reason, and prevent 
man’s acting from a sense of right and 
Wrong, which is the indispensable pri- 
vilege and duty of man, and without 
which man could not be a moral agent. 
And inasmuch as every man that wit- 
nessed such miracles, would be a pro- 
bationer on the ground of certain know- 
ledge (which in fact could be no proba- 
tion at all) whiie all mankind beside 
would be probationers in the proper 
sense of the word, on the ground of faith 
agreeably to the order God has estab- 
lished. 

Ye advocates for imposition cease 
your unavailing clamors against a ration- 
al and natural system of religion, foun- 
ded on the divine internal system, and 
against God in nature ; lay your hand 
upon your mouth, and your mouth in ille 
dust, and acknowledge that although 
impostors may be bunglers and incon- 
sistent, the God of infinite wisdom, 

truth, 
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truth and power never can. And know, 
that religion and a gracious God, can be 
founcl in nature only. *There, mankind 
found. the divine unchangeable law of 

God, indelibly impressed upon their 
hearts two thousand six hundred years 
.(according to accounts) before the gross 
Mosaic law was imposed on the Jews as 
revelation of God ; there, all nations in 
the world, have ever found the know- 
ledge of their duty ; and there, in the 
secret recesses of an honest heart, Chris- 
tians, Jews, Mahometans, and those of 
all other denominations, commune with 
truth, and enjoy the consolation of re- 

ligi.on. This universal truth (such is 
the effect of prejudice) not one sect of 
the numerous contending supernatural 
systems of religion, will apply to them- 
selves, but will readily apply it to a11 
others. Thus the falsehood of all su-’ 
pernatural systems of religion is clearly 
demonstrated, and that out of nature, 

x2 On 
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no principle or truth whatever can be 
found. “ What a monster is prejudice; 
that depraves the.best of hearts, and 
puts the voice of nature every moment 
to silence !” 

The author has done his duty in ma- 
king known to the world the result of 
his experience and enquiries. And it 
now remains for a rational world to act 
with propriety, and carefully avoid be- 
lieving any thing derogatory to their 
character, and inconsistent with the 
attributes of God. It remains for 
them to determine whether they will 
continue to prefer a false system of 
religion, that has no foundation. what- 
ever, i.n reason, nature, or the attributes 
of God, (which cannot possibly enlight- 
en the mind, and must inevitably pro- 
duce superstition, enthusiasm and per- 
secution”) to a true system of .religion 

founded 
* A certain Birhop, in the author’s hearing, in his 

address to the throne of mercy, before a lwgc assembly, 
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founded on the attributes of God, and 
on the moral and divine system estab- 
lished in the intelligence of man ; which, 
when attended to, enlightens the mind 
with divine experimental t,ruth and 
knowledge, and prepares every obedient 
soul for eternal life, in the mansioris of 
everlasting joy. 

arraigned the ministers of the Episcopal Church, and 
prayed fervently that God would “ mend them, or end 

them .” I., thi; prayer are seen the essence of ignorance, 

of enmity, and of the’ spirit of persecution. Had the 
Bishop possessed the ondzrstanding necessary for the sta- 
tion he assumed, he would have known that God will 

‘6 mend” n,ne against their will, nor ‘6 end” their exist- 

ence before the term of their probation is accomplished. 

And h&d his heart been right in the sight of God, or 
had not bigotry, and the spirit of persecution been its 

inmates, he would not have irreligiously prayed for the 

destruction of any human being howrver depraved, much 

less for the ruin of men who worshiped God in a man- 

ner different from that which he preferred, and whom 

he might judge less holy than himself. 
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APPENDIX, 

A RdTIONAL AND RELIGIOUS 

SYS’rEM Ol? FAITH, 

FOUNDED ON THE -4TTRIBUTES OF GOD, 

MANIFESTED IN THE PHYSICAL SYbTEM 

AND GOVERNMENT OF THE UNIVERSE, 

AND ON THE DIVINE INTERNAL SYS- 

TEM IMPLANTED IN HUMAN INTELLI- 

GENCE; IN WHICH ARli THE PRINCIPLES 

OF ALL GOOD, CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS; 

OF ALL KNOWLEDGE, TEMPORAL AND 

SPIRITUAL. 

1st. 1 BELIEVE in a Supreme Being, 
because in the universe I behold intelli- 
gence, wisdom, and infinite power ; and 
because this faith illustrates all things, 
but without it, every attempt to account 
for the order of creation is irrational, 
and envelopes the subject in total d&-k- 
ness.. 

2nd. 
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2nd. I believe God exists indepen- 
dent of all material systems of worlds ; 

bec.ause it is evident from the existence 

of unintelligent matter, that inteXgznce 

is not an essential ~~roperty thereof. 

3d. I believe the matter, as well as 
form of this world, is the effect of God’s 
power ; because it is not more difficult. 
to conceive that he created inanimate 
matter, than that he created living be- 
ings out of it. 

4th. I believe that in the Supreme 
Reing dwells the attributes of justice, 
mercy and love ; because they are seen 
in his government of the world, and that 
many of the intelligent part of creation 
possess these qualities in an eminent 
degree. 

5th. I believe the intelligence, or soul 
of man, possesses divine principles, 
which f’ullp accomplish the will of,God 
in the salvaticrn of all men, who are obe- 

dient 
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dient to their internal voice ; because 
it is known by experience, and acknow- 
ledged by the world, that the law of 
God is written in the heart of.all man- 
kind ; and that it is evident from the 
confusion of all systems of religion not 
foucded on principles, in nature, and 
from the impossibility of mora1 or ra- 
tional proof of the truth of any of them, 
that they are not of God, and that it is 
not from them man derives his light, 
essential, principles and dot trines of 
. 
religion. 

6th. I believe the soul or immortal 
spirit of man, when the body dies, en- 
ters into another state of existence either 
1~ appy.or unhappy, as the consequence 
of a virtuous or. wicked life, while an 
inhabitant of this world ; because Grid’s 
attributes of mercy and love, are not 
fully ,experienced in this world by the 
virtuous, nor his justice by the wicked ; 

and, t,herefore, that this life is a proba- 
tionary state, and preparatory to another. 
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7th. I believe the soul of good men, 
and their identity, will exist for ever ; 

because their nature is immortalized by 
the divine principles they possess, and 
inseparably united to the source of eter- 
nal life ; their adoration and love of God, 
their truth and virtue, cannot be annihi- 
lated, but will flourish in progressive 
bliss, while heaven and the Angelic 
host have being; and without identity, 
there can be no conscious experience 
of happiness, or misery, as the reward 
.of virtue, or punishment of vice. 

8th. I believe the nature and man- 
ner of the punishment of the wicked, is 
a subject that belongs not to a religious 
faith ; because it would be void of util- 
ity, a matter of idle curiosity, and there- 
fore highIy improper ; and because it is 
only essential and therefore only proper 
for man to believe that the virtuous will 
be rewarded, and the wicked punished. 

9th. 
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9th. I believe all accounts of super-,. 
natural revelation, said to be commu- 
nicated to the world through the medi-’ 
urn of man, are unfoun+A ; because 
that which God has revealed in nature, 
and implanted in the heart of every man, 
is sufficient for the information, and 
welfare of man here, and his happiness 
hereafter ; and it would be absurd to 
admit that the success of God’s designs, 
and the salvation of man, should depend 

on the interventi.on_ of_ errjng mortals. ,- __ -. 

it would also be un,just, and tile height 
of presumptuous fully, to say man shall 
be damned if they believe not the asser- 
-tion of f’rail beings iike themselves, lia- 
ble to be deceived, and capable of de- 
ceiving ; assertions too, which are at war 
with nature, and contradict man’s mo5t 
sclf+vitient conceptions of truth atid 
falsehood. 

10th. I believe man is born with a 
nature, agreeable to the will of God,~~ 

Y ad 
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and absolutely necessary for a state of 
trial ; because without a nature capable 

of good and evil, man could not be a 
nioral agent, nor deserving reward or 
punishment ; and therefore man is not 
sinful and obnoxious in the sight of God, 
until he renders himself so, by the mis- 
application and abuse of his moral pow- 
ers in the commission of known sin, 

1 lth. I believe man is al ways at Ii- 

berry to do good or evil ; because he 
could not otherwise be a free agent, nor 
accountable for his actions. 

12th. 1 believe no inferna1 being 
ever had any thing to do with man, to 
tempt or force him to sin ; because such 
doctrine, implies a state of things im- 
possible to have existed ; it represents 
God as having appointed an invisible 
poyerfui fiend, to tempt, torment and 
allure mankind to destruction ; or that 
his power was not su&ient to prevent 

J a. nlalicious, obnoxious monster, from 
venting 



1 venting his unprovoked malice against 
the human race ; and because *there is 
not an evil that man commits, but what 
proceeds from causes in nature, and ori- 
ginate in the perversion of principles 
established in the order of creation, 
perfectly good in themselves, and de- 
signed by the 
moral agents, 
their nature. 

Almighty, for the trial of 
and for the perfection of 

13th. I be ‘I ieve prayer to God, in the 
manner it is generally performed, is the 
mockery of ignorance and superstition ; 

for God has established laws- and prin- 
ciples in man, an d it is by obedience to 
those laws, and the improvement of 
those principles, men become wise, vir- 
tuous and happy ; and that sentiments 
of love, adoration, thanksgiving, and 
praise, are the only public offerings that 
can be acceptable to God.” 14th. 

* Prayer is the language of the unhappy, the imploring 
WpphtiDg cry of a soul 40 God, for mercy and forgk- 



14!:h, I hlieve it an inclispenhble 

duty, el:joined by the manifest object of 

God, 
n+ss, under a deep sense of sin, ingratitude, and unrdith- 

flIlllCSS, frclitig Its wretclled, ruilzd, hopeless condition, 

without an i,laartl COIISC~OUS~I~SS of the pard;>nilrg mercy 

and love of Gdd. These things ,tnke place in the Secret 

recesses of the soui, they COTII~ tlot utldrr the observation 

cf n:a~l, oud form IIO part of public worsllip. 

When a congregation asscbmblcs for public worship, it is 

a\waya considcrcd, that it will be performed by the religious 

part of the community, wl~o eujoy the fruits of the divine 

jilternal s! stem, accorclirig to their improvement of it, or 

devotion to God, If they are deficient in the blessings of 

reiigiorl, knowledge, humility, patierlcc, resignation, forti- 

tude, peace and love, these are not to be obtained by the 

prayers of hypocrisy, but by a more sincere, faithful, cheer- 

ful obediellcc, and pelformance of every duty, in every 

station, and transaction of life. The proljer objects, there- 

fore, of’ public wcrsllip, is to thank, praise and adore God, 

fqr his illfinite goodness, mercies and blessiugs bestowed on 

his u;lgrbtCYul, sii;ful creatures, as well as on his loving, 

!>ut imperfect worshippcrs and people ; to let the goodness 

1): God izduce them to renew their resolutions to live more 

ti) hii glory, the benefit of malikind, and purity of their 

own souls. 3’0 warn the wicked of the awful consequences 

of sin, as it respects their present welfare, and eternal hap- 

ijineSS. To instruct, admonish, and counsel the ignorant 

ind unfaithful ; and at all times, to render the place of pub- 

lic worship p!easant and delightful, for ‘6 the ways of reli- 

gion are ways of plcasantncss, and her flowery piths are 
p2W.” 
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God, in the creation of the world, and 
which the state of man requires, that 
all nations should set apart certain days 
of rest from all temporal employment, 
and sacredly devoted to the public 
worship of God, that all men, rich and 
poor,’ learned and unlearned, bond and 

free, might have an opportunity of pro- 
fiting by the improvement and experi- 
ence of their fellow men, and of being 
instructed in the knowledge of every 
obligation and duty in life ; and that 
the dedication of every seventh day, ap- 

pears most convenient and proper. 

15tl1. I believe it impossible for any 
create.d being fully to comprehend G.od ; 

because he is infinite, find an endless in- 
conceivable source of progressive know- 
ledge and happiness to finite beings. 

Y2 REMARKS 
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ON THE UNION OE 

CHURCH AXI) STATE. 

I- T is not easy to conquer the early 

prejlidices of edtlcatiou in favor of the 
Bible ; which the c.areful inculcation of 
its story, during our infancy, hinders 
our seeing in a propor light : so that. 

. relations which would slrock humanity, 
and excite con tempt, in what is called 
profane history, are read without any 
emotion but that of reverence in this. 
The union, or rather conspiracy, of 
Church and State, is the principle 
cause of this phenomenon in the moral 
world ; by their combination the most 
unbounded oppression is exercised ; 

men are not allowed to think for them- 
selves, nor speak the dictates of reason ; 

truth, obvious as the Sun in his nxri-i 
dian splendor, if opposed to t.he doc- 
trine of our clerical lords, or unmasks 

the 



the falsehoods and impositions they 
practice, will cause a price to be set by 
their~colleague, on the head of the man 
that publishes it. 

History informs us, that “ tribunals 
have been established, with powers of 
condemning to the srake whoever should 

’ be suspected of making use of his rea- 

son ; thht hypocrisy covered Europe 
with executions at the stake, and assas- 
sinations, and that the monster, Fanata- 
cism, maddened by the wound it had 
received, appeared to redouble its fury, 
and hasten to burn its vict.ims in heaps, 
fearful that reason might be approach- 
ing to d&ver them from his hand.‘> 
Imposture, thus protec;-ed and enforced 
by the combined power of despotic 
kings and pontiffs, has been received 
by the unenlightened, cteceived and op- 
pressed world, .as sacred mysteries of 
God, and handed down from one gene- 
ration to another, with the most pro- 

found 
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fonnd ignorance and veneration. iThe 
industrious part of society are robbed 
of the fruits df their Labour to enrich 
their spiritual and temporal tyrants, ‘0 

and to support them in Iuxury, idleness 
and pomp, while the people are not 
suffered to retain of their hard earnings, 
more than will barely enable them to 
drudge on in the servitude of their 
cruel oppressors. 

Revolutions, and new forms of gov- , 

ernment, in the present state of things, 
have the semblance of freedom, but in 
reality are only a change of masters, I 

who socn become as ambitious and ty- 
rannical as those under whose oppres- 
sion t.lley themselves had groaned. Yet 
there is a propitious time, after a nation 
has thrown from their necks the galling 
yoke of their old lords, before their 
new maste.rs have formc.d their chains-, 
when they may forever free themselves 
from both temporal and spiritual tyran- 

“Y, 
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ny, by the annihilation of the union of 
two powers, -which always have, and 
forever wili, while suExttd to remain in 
league together, corral pt themselves, * 

and sub,ject the w’orid to bondage. A 
power’ capable of gratifying the most 
unbound&i ambition, ought not to es- 
ist ; and the nation that neglects its de- 
strnction, when in the order of provi- 
dence, the power to effect it is put into 
tlleir hands, wou!d merit reproacll ratll- 
er than coinmiseration, when groaning 
tinder its oppre$sion. The natu’re and 
end of rkligion being Inve>%%e, and 
happiness, EXGGjj difE%nt??%na-that i-.- . . “. >‘t”,; ‘,., “... 
of civil Institiltions, that to unite the 

,.” I 
power’ and influence which religion has 
over itiankind with political power, 
must, in the nature of things, produce‘ 
the’ worst of consequences. How-g&t, 
then, must the folly of tlniting them 
appear, when it is considered tllat no 
possible good can be derived from their 
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union. A government will always re- 
ceive proper support from the narion 
that instituted it, while they have rela- 
tives to I)rotecr, property to defend, or 
the principle of self preservation dwells 
in human nature. Tile principles of 
virtue and of religion are implanted in 
the heart of man, by the Author of his 
being, and must exist while man exists, 
independent of any pow.er on earth ; 

j as well might man attempt to create a 

:i 
world, as to destroy the order of nature 

I decreed by the Almighty. It is there- 
fore clearly seen, that a system of reli- 
gion that stands in need of human au- 
thority for its support cannot be of God ; 

and as Judaism, Christianism and Ma- 
hometanism, have all been united t.o civil 
and despotic power, and the lives of 
millions sacrificed in their several estab- 
lishments, it strongly indicates them 
all to be the invention of impostors. It. 
is certain they are not all divine, and as 

they . 
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they are all founded on mysteries equal- 
ly hostile to reason, and destitute of 
proof, it would be reasonable to con- 
clude them all hurnan, but partial to pre- 
fer either. 

The knowledge of the laws of nations, 
their ,situation, produce, commerce, 
customs and manners, which men of li- 
beral education, and enlightend minds 
possess, render them the only persons 
qltalified to rnake laws for a nation, 
and manage their civii, co,mmercial, and 
political concerns ; and such are the 
men appointed to the important trust of 
the liberties, rights and welfare of na- 
tions. Hut who can calculate the mag- 
nitude of the evil that must inevitable 
result from requiring, as a necessaay 

’ qualification ; that they shoulcl declare 
on oath, that they believe the Christian 
system of religion to be of divine in- 
spiration ; when it is we11 known that 
ail the enlightened part of mankind, are 

either 
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either convinced of its falsehood, or en- 
tertain strong doubts of its truth.* It 
is impossible for any thing to be more 
pin teclly and powerfully calculated to 
fill all the departments of government, 

with perjured, unprincil)ltA characters. 

No nation, perhaps, was ever blest 
with the coun~l and llatritrtic labors of 
men more eminent for their talents and 
virtric, then those wl~o formed the con- 

stitution of the U. States of America ; 

Nith 

* Hishop VV;!tsOn, in his “ Apology for the Bible,” 

in allsucr t0 a work o~;~w d to superibatural systrms of 

rcli;riorl, obscrvys, that “itlfid~~lity is a ral+k weed” (that 

iu to Sly, th.lt disbclitf ill superllaturai Systems is pr~‘va- 

Ie:lt ) “ it tllrratells to overspread the land ; its mot is 

prirlcil)aIIy bxtd amongst the greht a11t1 opuIct]t ;“ and 

raldor would hdve atiti~:d, 1,,arr)cd aud elllightcrlcd. 

Stnrlse, that a system snid to be clivilic,, sh~~uld, cwltra- 

ry to all ktruwledq:e arltl exprrirllcc of thing< rational, be 

rejcctcd by men of improved, liberal minals, 8114 Owe its 

very cxlstence to ignorance and bigotry. It is 11131 ifest 

that such systems are pointedly hostile to freedotn Of 

thought, errqu’iry, and man’s free ageucy miiit <tillg 

against the very ortler established by the Aimlahty. ’ 

Ptriups no defeuder of a cause ever retreafcd more 
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with thosegreat and good men, the tried 
friends of their country, it was an ob- 
ject of the first importance to guard the 
seat of power against corruption, and 
and every species of’ persecution, ‘I’hy 

therefore wisely resolved not to establish 
any system of religion, not-interfere in the 
spiritual concerns of the people ; well 

shamrfully than the .Bishop has done on the occasion ; 

hear the retrcatiug supplicant. “ If this little bl,ck,” 
his Apology, ‘6 should chance to fall into their hallds, 
(mearring merchants, manufaeturera, and tradesmen) af- 
ter they have read your’s, and they should think that 

at;v of your objections to the authority of the Blbre have 
xlot been fully auswercd, I entreat the& to attrlbuta the 

omission to the brevity which 1 have studied; to my 

desire of avoiding learned disquisitions ; to my inadvert- 

ency ; to my inability ; to any thing rather than an im- 

po*sibility of completely obviating every difficulty you 

have brought f .rward.” Such language from a laymen 
would be pitiful, but for a Btshop, who receives a large, 

if not an extravagant income fo*, supporting the cau,~e, a 
man to whom all the contending, persecuting sects in 

Christendom look up for defence of their general system 

(which they themselves have torn to pieces) to make 

3uch cowzessions, is in fact to abandon the cause. 
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knowing, that mankind, with respect to 
Ihcir faith, and tllc conscientious per- 

Jkmance of religious duties, are ac- 
countable to none but God : and tl:at 
it Will always he the interest and will of 
the people, to give their support to 
tliose candidates for office, whose worth 
and talents have the strongest claim to 
11:e confidence of their country. E)ut the 
legislatures of several States of the Union 
1:ave thougllt proper to disregard their 
worthy example, and have made laws 
for the establishment of controvertible 
;lrticles of faith, as the test of religion, 

and of titIe to office, under their respec- 

tive governments ; which is nothing less 
than religious persecution in political 
disguise ; the spirit is the same, but the 
mode of operation is reversed ; formerly 
it punished the body and purified the 
soul, now it lavislles honor, wealth and 
power on the former, and corrupts the 

latter. Men who abhor the imposition 
of 
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of Christianiry, may be induced to 
swear they believe in it, ratilcr tllall fore- 

go the golden bait that promise3 every 

gratification. They may also t tlin k such 

conduct justifiable, as it worild be in de- 
fence of those rigllts, which an llnjtlst 

persecuting law would otherwise cie- 
prive them of. 

The object of civil government is the 

temporal welfare of socit2y, and its laws 
re5pcct men’s actions only. But ttle ob- 
ject of religion, is the spiritual and eter- 
nal happiness of nlan, and its laws ex- 
tend to tile secret recesses of the soul, 
with divine energy and irresistible con- 
viction. It is love that q\Ialifies a soul 
for heaven,which Ike t h glorious objrct 
of its wor.ship, cnlbraccs in affection, 
eart II, and heaven. Iteligion is the vo- 
luntary act of’the will, and admits of no 
violence ; the imposition of oaths and 
compulsory measures, sllew a persecu- 
ting spirit, _and irutead of religion, pro- 

dim 
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d 11ct2 Ilypocrisy. it is therefore inclim- 
bent on a free peo$r (if they wj~h 1 hem- 
selves and their posterity to remain free,) 

while tllry have the power of regtllating. 

thir g:~vernme~~t, to annihilate the 

union of the authority and inA~31ce of 

Church and state ; wlkh would prove 

an cff actual chec*k to civil power, and the 
clergy, insted of being the tools of op- 

pression, wdd bmme the wa~cldd ’ 

g:1ardians of tllc rights and liberties of” . 
the people. 

E R R .4 T 4 
Page ‘33, lir?e lC, for, he had, r&ad, had he. 1 

9s. - Iti, fur, natiotial tvlig!lotl, read, natural religion. 
111, - .? for, sgairlst these, rrad, agairlbt their. 
792, - 1 I, for, ab:rl of, rend, and nt. 
234, - first from the bottom, for, which is, I&, 

which are, 
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