
ANTHROPOLOGY TODAY VOL 21 NO 3, JUNE 2005 27

Editorial note: After Franz Boas published this letter,
a motion of censure on him was passed by the gov-
erning council of the American Anthropological
Association (AAA) on 30 December 1919, effectively
removing him from the council. Three out of the four
spies (all archaeologists) referred to (but unnamed) in
this letter – now thought to have been Samuel Lothrop,

Sylvanus Morley and Herbert Spinden – would appear
to have themselves voted as members of the council to
censure Boas (J. Mason, the fourth, abstained). Boas
was threatened with expulsion from the Association
itself. He was pressured into resigning from the
National Research Council without public explanation.
At its Annual Business Meeting on 16 December 2004,

the AAA agreed in principle to rescind the original
1919 motion and vote of censure on Boas. However, in
the absence of a quorum, the AAA membership
received a ballot for completion by mid-May 2005
(www.aaanet.org/committees/nom). The points Franz
Boas originally raised in his letter 86 years ago con-
tinue to have relevance today. Editor 

from the archives

BODY POSTURES

Left: The military position at attention. Note the pouter-
pigeon chest, hollow back, and protruding buttocks, this last
due to downward tilting of pelvis. 
Right: Tahitian native. Note the ease of attitude shown here,
where the reverse conditions obtain.

Top: Defecation. The attitude adopted by native man, showing
abdominal wall supported by flexed thighs.
Below: The attitude adopted by civilized man, showing
unsupported abdominal wall.

From The culture of the abdomen by F.A.
Hornibrook. Heineman, 1924.

continued on page 28

The above illustrations show a striking example of
the use of anthropological data on comparative body
postures. Hornibrook, the author, goes one better
than Kipling when he says that the ‘loaded colon is
actually the white man's burden’ and, moreover, that
‘It is no overstatement to say that the adoption of the
squatting attitude would in itself help in no small
measure to remedy the greatest physical vice of the
white race, the constipation that has become a con-


