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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

By agreement with the author we publish the following

statement,
RAND AVERY COMPANY.

AN UNPARALLELED PREDICAMENT IN
BOOK-MAKING.

Never in the history of printing has a book-naking house
been placed in the awkward position in whick this house was
placed on the seventh day of December, 1887. On that day
we refused lo make a book, as printers, which we now issue
as publishers. »

1t is true that we have caused the book o be amended
and allered, and that it now appears in a decidedly expur-
galed form, with plates 20 indicate the omitted sentences; but,
nevertheless, we are ifs publishers from almost unavordable
circumstances over which we had but little control.

When we as printers declined to fulfil our contract on
the ground that the book was obscene, we agreed to allow
competent authorities to decide whether or not we were jus-
dfied in our opinions of its obscenity. Then we discovered
that there are decidedly varied opinions as to what is, and
what is not, obscene.
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We learned that suck an authority as Anthony Comstock,
the head of the societies for the suppression of immoral lit-
erature, would not solidly uphold our position.

We further learned that such a power as the Attorney-
General of the State would do nothing to suppress any book
until it was actually before the public, on the ground that
manuscript in the author's or printer's hands was beyond
official jurisdiction.

We found, tvo, an emphatic portion of an intelligent
community insisting that this book, with all its facts, whether
immoral or obscene or not, must be published in behalf of
morality and Christianity.

And furthermore, Dr. Fulton himself and his associates
made us cognizant of the fact that the book must be pub-
lished, so that the world at large might be the judge as to
whether we had rightly or wrongly attached to him the
tervible opprobrium of trying to issue an obscene and im-
moral book.

Tlius it is that this book is published by us; for there
is no law o protect us, and no sentiment among the people
strong enough to sustain us, in the position which we ori-
ginally took.

Realizing that we were standing in an indefensible posi-
tion, and realizing, too, that in having taken that posilion we
had seriously injured Dr. Fulion's reputation as a Chris-
lian divine, we have agreed with him to publish his book
with the utmost wvigor at our command, in order that the
whole people may decide for themselves, by what remains
of the original manuscript, whether or not we were justified
in our attempt to suppress his book, which we feel, in spite
of the intent and motives of its unquestionably sincere and
devout author, was full of too appalling statements to be read
by the Amevican people.

RAND AVERY COMPANY.
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INTRODUCTION.

RoMIsH priests are little known, and less under-
stood. Connected with an oath-bound system, run
as a political machine, worked for all they are worth
to undermine the foundations of the Republic, wreck
our school system, and throttle liberty, the average
politician resolves to court them instead of fighting
them, work with them rather than against them.
For this reason, Romanism has been talked about as
a power, and not as a plague. Few think of Romish
priests in society, because they do not meet them.
They are apart and away. They may be a nuisance
where they plant and plough; but, as they belong to
a so-called Church, false notions regarding religious
and soul lLberty cause the many to feel that they
should be left to themselves, to teach what they like,
and to live as they choose. Nothing but a desire to
serve the helpless women and girls, enslaved in the
Roman-Catholic Church, would induce me ever to
spell Romanism again. I would retire to a pastorate,
seek to win souls to Christ, and lead some church
into the green pastures of God’s Word, and so relieve
those loved at home and elsewhere of seeing the
name they honor and love, linked with a work which
exposes immoralities of a character so gross, so sen-
sual, so devilish, that a faithful description of the
facts would render one liable to be indicted, and tried
before the courts, for the violation of the laws con-
cerning obscene literature. This is a terrible charge
to be brought against Rome. To shield Rome, his-
tory must be belied, and the truth must remain un-. '
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told. For, be it remembered, I do not make facts,
but quote them. Every line in the book, so stoutly
opposed as improper, is taken from publications,
which, with the usual restrictions, may be obtained
in our larger and best libraries.

It is possible to be true, and work inside the lines
of the law governing the circulation of improper
literature. Because of my desire to convince others
of this fact, and yet not betray the truth, I carried
so much of the copy as I had in my possession to
Anthony Comstock,— that brave and fearless cham-
pion of purity,—and asked his opinion concerning
it. The interview gladdened and strengthened me.
‘He recognized the purity of my motives, and the
honesty and fidelity of my work. He saw that I
had left out what would excite the lascivious, and,
at the same time, recognized the need of something
being said by a man true, strong, and brave enough
to face the consequences of being fearless for the
right. The following is his letter: —

THe NEw YORK SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF VICE,
150 Nassau STreeT, Room 9, NEw YORK,
Dec. 15, 1887.

Rev. Justix D. Frrrox, D.D,

Reverend and Dear Sir,— Ilaving examined a part of the
MSS. which you submitted to me, I desire to state, —

First, That I believe your motives and intentions are abso-
lutely honest and right.

Second, That the facts which you have collected are abso-
lutely true, as supported by living witnesses. I have taken
some of the original works which are published, and now in
print, from which you have quoted. I find that much that is
gross and infamous has been left out. At the same time, if you
will pardon me a suggestion, I would like to call your attention
to one or two things. First, the law does not regard your
motive in putting forth a book, if the tendency of such work
would be to deprave or to corrupt public morals. I do not say
that what I have seen would do that. I simply express a
single proposition at law: that your motive does not affect the
character or tendency of this book, so far as affecting publie
morals, or so far as affecting the law of this land. % would
suggest that you keep out from your MSS any thing that would
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be construed as sensational, or any description of the secret
doings of either priest or nun. While I would state sufficient
to emphasize the evil, I would guard very carefully against any
thing of a prurient nature, or that would cater to those who
would look for filthy details rather than for the outrages being
perpetrated. Very truly yours,

* ANxTHONY COMSTOCK.

It will be seen by the above that he held the books
in his hands. He read what I have not written, and
what I do not propose to write. To-day Romanism
cannot be uncovered unless a man is ready to stand
fine and imprisonment. It is a shame that this is
true, yet true it is.

To save the country from the devastations of
Popery and from its golluting doctrines, they should
be made known; and yet such a book is an impossi-
bility while the law exists against literature calculated
to deprave and debauch the mind of the person into
whose hands it might fall. The courts, judge of &
work by its probable effect, not at all by the intent
of the writer. “ Why Priests should Wed” is no
longer a sealed commission. Not a fact has been
altered or erased. All has not been told. It will, as
far as it can, expose the practices of priests and the
errors of Popery. The.cup of shame has risen once
more, as when Wicliff stirred up the monks by his
fearless exposures. Possibly many will ery out
against disturbing so much filth; but the filth is there
ali the same, and, as another has said, « The scavenger
can scaree do all his work at night when men are
asleep.” If there be doubts concerning these ex-
posures, they can be set at rest by unlocking the
pages of history. The celibacy of the religious orders
under the papacy has for centuries been a source of
infinite scandals, and in the sixteenth century these
materially aided the Reformers. They will do a sim-
ilar work now. Thousands are letting go of Rome,
and are taking hold of Christ. The facts in the book
deserve a resurrection. They are bound now to have




1 INTRODUCTION:

it. Itis not an obscene book. A book 1s obscene
which is immoral in purpose, indecent in language,
causing lewd thoughts of an immoral tendency. This
book does nothing of the kind, but will work the op-
posite result. The peril in uncovering and describing
the corrupt practices of priests and nuns, of detailing
the conversation in the confessional, was apparent.
For this purpose I made myself acquainted with the
law, and have worked inside its restrictions. But it
remains true that there ought to be some way devised
by which Liguori’s and Dens’ theologies, so called,
might be spread before the people. Millions of women
and girls would be shamed out of the Roman-Catholic
Church, were this done. It would then be scen that
a church that countenances houses of prostitution,
that rents places to them and pockets the money, that
takes a revenue from every rum-shop, that sends her
Sisters of Charity to the race-course to solicit funds,
lives a life in her priesthood which the pen cannot
write and which the tongue cannot describe.

The wicked one was hidden. Has not the time
come to reveal him? Paul said it would come. Three
words describe Romanism: “mystery of iniquity.”
Every one knows of the iuiquities of Romanism in
the past. The mystery is, that these iniquities should
be tolerated in the present. The time is at hand
when their undoings shall be unroofed. * And then
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and destroy
with the brightness of his coming.” The word con-
sume is expressive. Those who witnessed the Chicago
and Boston fires understand its meaning. They saw
a tongue of flame reach across a street, touch a mas-
sive block, and in the twinkling of an eye it was con-
sumed. It disappeared. It was gone. So shall it
be with Romanism. Truth shall consume it, as sun-
shine scatters mist.

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, was separated unto
the gospel of God. That was his glory, and is his
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il praise. In him God had a man, from the moment of
his conversion to his death, ready to do what was
necessary to be done, whether to endure stripes,
to have his feet fast in the stocks, and sing with
thanksgiving to God, until the earthquake minis-
tered to his needs and opened a path to liberty and
to usefulness; or to stand on the deck of a ship, with-
out sun or stars for days, the personification of faith
in God’s provident care, and so the foremost man
about, capable of calmly taking command of ship
and crew, and giving orders in the name of God,
| because he saw Him who is invisible. The prince of
i the power of the air tries to match Paul, in devotion
il and in endurance, with Roman-Catholic priests. As
| in the olden time, when the sons of God came to
| present themselves before the Lord, Satan came also,
| so now when the Church of Christ has through
ministers and missionaries wrought as never before,
Romish priests come, and put forth their counterfeit
Christianity, and with it deceive many.

As when Aaron with his wonder-working rod came
before Pharaoh, the magicians came in like manner,
and threw down rods as long and as lively, and
seemed to be able to cope with this man chosen of
God. Our hope lies in the sequel. Rome has her
papers, her Bibles with notes to deaden or explain
away the truth, her sabbath-schools, missions for the
unfortunate, and it all looks as if Romanism was a
match for Christianity. But ¢ Aaron’s rod swallowed
up their rods.” It shall be so again. Can it not be
so now ?

The Trouble with Romanism

is: There is no separation in it to Jesus Christ.
They "do not believe in the new birth, in the new
creation in Christ Jesus. Father Hecker of the Paul-
Ist Fathers says, “ My father was a member of the
Dutch Reformed Church, and believed in the decrees.
My mother was a Methodist. I could not believe
e e ————
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that a man or a child could be a devil one moment,
and a saint the next; or that he must wait for God’s
call. So when Romanism was explained to me, which
by baptism saves, and by sacraments perfects, it fitted
into my nature, and I took it.” :

Romanism 18 the religion of the natural heart.
Hence Paganism finds a place in it, and a home;
and the new birth is rejected. It comes to a man,
and bids him save himself. This flatters the pride,
no matter what torture or flagellation or penance it
demands or costs. Romanism permits sin to be en-
joyed, and yet promises salvation not through Christ,
but through man. It is a man-made religion from
beginning to end. Romanism ministers to the pride
of intellect. Behold the freedom she gives to push
Christ and the Bible and the teachings of the Holy
Spirit aside, and to substitute the products of man to
take their place, so that in pride she can say, * Be-
hold the Babylon I have built.” ¢ How much she
hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously: for she
saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow,
and shall see no sorrow.”!

Romanism ministers to the ambition of men.

Think of Monsignor Capel saying in Chicago,
“ The time is not far away, when the Roman Cath-
olics of the Republic of the United States at the
order of the Pope will refuse to pay their school-tax,
and will send bullets to the breasts of the government
agents, rather than pay it. It will come as quickly as
the click of the trigger, and it will be obeyed, of course, as
coming from God Almighty himself.” The hierarchy of
Rome rejoices that the Pope, or the cardinal his repre-
sentative in America, can sell the Roman-Catholic vote
as a quantity, and can keep one party in line through
fear, and make the other through love do its bidding.

Romanism is not empty-handed, and men of prom-
inence and seekers after power feel it. They who
seek for victory through such means count out God

1 Rev. xviii. 7.
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who declares, “ Therefore shall her plagues come in
one day, death and mourning aud faumine, and she
shall be utterly burned with fire; for strong is the
Lord God, who judgeth her, and judgeth those who
bow down to her.” Rome’s pride is fanned by seeing
the dupes that give up the claims of intellect, of
manhood and womanhood, and fall down and wor-
ship a cheat and a sham.

Enter a Roman-Catholic Church

at vespers. Was there ever a more senseless pro-
cedure? Some boys burning incense; the priest,
d with his back to the congregation, mumbling over
prayers in Latin; the choir singing a Latin chant;
I and thousands of people on their knees, without a
| thought for the hopper of reflection, and without an
il inspiration for the soul. "

| The time is coming when the mists will clear away,
and this absurdity will appear; and then good-by to
the power and the deceptions of Romanism. Two
young ladies, reared in a convent, heard me describe
i vespers, went to the church in the afternoon, saw
il the lie, rose and went out, and called upon a lady,
! asking for a Bible, and gave up Romanism forever.
# Rome not only ministers to the pride of man, and
| to Lis ambition, but to the lusts of fhe flesh.

The substitute for marriage for the priests, which
Father Quinn, late of Kalamazoo, Mich., declares to
be the invention of Pio Nono, for the purpose of
holding the priesthood nominally to celibacy, while
the widest door is opened for the gratification of
lust, uncovers the depths of infamy quite as much as
does the translation of Dens’ Theology, a book which
every Roman-Catholic priest is supposed to under-
stand. It proves Rome to be joined to the :

Harlot of the Tiber.

Her wantonness is terrible in America at this hour.
The natural man has full swing. There is a place
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for intellect, for the love of power, and for the pleas-
ures of the flesh. Hence the need of sounding out
the peril of Romanists. They are in the broad road
to hell. They must be warned to flee from the wrath
to come, or they are forever lost. ¢ For all that is

il in the world, the lust of the flesh, and of the eyes,

illl civil power.

and the pride of life, is not of the IFFather.”! So it
will ever be. Fifty millions of people, started in the
roadway of an inﬁ?}ite purpose to build up a nation
that shall be the light-house of the world, will never
surrender to the Pope of Rome and his adherents.
The man who crawls into bed with the harlot of
the Tiber for political promotion, wll degrade and
| destroy himself in the estimation of thinking men.
Truly has it been said, and should be remembered,
“No statesman ever trafficked with Rome, except
at the sacrifice of his country ; no. American politi-
cian ever intrigued with the papal power, who did
not intend to betray some important constitutional
privilege, and permit this church to take one pro-
gressive step in the direction of dominance over the
39

11 Jobn ii. 16. 2 The Argonaut, Aug. 13, 1887.




WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED.

CHAPTER L

CAN WE UNCOVER THE CORRUPT PRACTICES OF
ROMISH PRIESTS ?

CAN we uncover the corrupt practices of Romish
priests ? is a question pressing itself upon the atten-
tion of mankind as never before. On its answer hinges
the destiny of millions now living and of millions
yet unborn. There are hinderances in the way. Itis
perilous to reputation, and destructive of the pros-
pect of securing the favor of the unthinking multi-
tude, to attempt to uncover Romanism as it was and
is. An air of sanctity and solemnity envelops the
system of error. Like the whited sepulchre which
Christ described, Romanism is white without, while
within it is full of dead men’s bones and worse.

The Psalmist confronted a terrible iniquity in his
day, and cried, “ Help, Lord, for the godly man ceas-
eth, for the faithful fail from among the children of
men.”!  These words reveal the need of Divine help
for the man at this hour who outlines the character,
describes the conduct, and uncovers the corrupt prac-
tices, of the representatives of that hierarchy of Rome
which is opposed to liberty, which is the foe of virtue
and the corrupter of youth. * They speak vanity
with flattering lips, and with a double heart do they

1 Ps. xii. 1,
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speak.”! “For such are false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of
Christ. And no marvel, for Satan himself is trans-
formed tnto an angel of light. Therefore it is no great
thing if his ministers also be transformed as the minis-
ters of righteousness, whose end shall be according to
their works.”? Notwithstanding that millions know
this to be the truth, there are very many occupying po-
| sitions of place and power in the community, who will
not look beyond the seeming to what actually exists.
They refuse to explore the seething sea of pollution
in which Romish priests disport themselves and revel
at pleasure; or to contemplate the disgraceful and
degrading conduct of these so-called religious teachers,
who are blackening the character of our national life,
undermining the purity of our homes, and destroy-
ing the hopes of millions of the boys and girls who
# are “identified with us in interest and in hope.”

Romanism dresses like an angel of light,

and claims to represent Christ Jesus our Lord. The
Roman-Catholic Church profess to find their ritual in
the fourth and fifth of Revelation. Blunt points
out the resemblance: *The veiled door leading
d from the choir into the nave of the church, which is
i only opened when the sacrament is administered,” —
this is his language; behold how it is calculated to
captivate the unwary, —* the opening of this door
brings into view the altar, and the divine mysteries
being celebrated there. When St. John looked
through the door, ¢ behold, a throne was set in heaven,
. and round about the throne were four and twenty
svats, and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders
sitting clothed in white raiment ; and they had on their
heads erowns of gold, . . . and there were seven lamps
of fire burning before the throne, . . . and before the
throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal.

1 Ps. xii. 2. : 2 2 Cor. xi. 13-15.
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“ Here,” says Blunt, “is exactly represented an §
arrangement of the altar familiar to the Eastern
Church, to the early Church of England, and to the
churches of Italy, France, and Germany at the pres-
ent day, in which it occupies the centre of an Apse?!
in front of the seats of the bishop and clergy, the
latter being placed in the curved part of the wall.
And although there is no reason to think that the |
font ever stood near the altar, yet nothing appears §
more likely than that ¢the sea of glass like unto
crystal * mystically represents the laver of regenera-
tion through which alone the altar can be spiritually
approached.” “ Another striking characteristic of
the ancient Church was the extreme reverence shown
to the book of the Gospels, which was always placed
upon the altar and surmounted by the cross.” «.So" §
in the midst of the throne and round about the
throne St. John saw those four living creatures which
have been wuniversally interpreted to represent the
Jour Evangelists or the four Grospels; their position
seeming to signify that the Gospel is ever attendant
upon the altar, penetrating, pervading, and embra- §
cing the highest mystery of divine worship, giving §
glory and honor and thanks to Him that sat upon §
the throne, who liveth for ever and ever. In the
succeeding chapter St. John beholds Him for whom
the altar is prepared. I beheld, and lo, in the midst
of the throne, and of the four living creatures, and in |
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been §
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes which are the
seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. It
cannot be doubted that this is our blessed Lord in
that human nature on which the septiformis gratia was
poured without measure ; and that His appearance in
the form of the Lamb that was slain to receive power
and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and
glory and blessing, represents the mystery of his pre-

! The semi-circular or many-sided end of a church or chancel,
and commonly forms the sanctuary. .
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il vailing sacrifice and continual intercession.! Around

this living sacrifice there is gathered all the homage

M of an elaborate ritual.” It is this which is seen in

the Roman-Catholic Church which attracts, which
| awes, which captivates.
|  «Experience has taught Roman Catholics that the
use of this ritual forms a most effectual means of
I bringing large congregations regularly to church, and
so of making converts to the faith.” Experience
proves,” says the same writer, * that the only way of
| attracting and gaining a hold on the vast uneducated
masses of our towns and cities is by a worship ad-
I dressed not merely to the ear, but to the eye.”
! Ritualism,” says one of its defenders, *is the ob-
ject lesson of religion. Services conducted in grand
and beautiful buildings, brilliantly lighted, with splen-
did vestments, touching music, costly decorations, and
| every outward token of reverence and solemnity, will
| impress the young and the poor as nothing else
can.” 2 ‘
That is Romanism in its deception, in its hypoc-
risy, in its infamy; a painted ship on a painted §
ocean, unreal, having literally ¢ stolen the lwery of §
heaven to serve the Devil in.” i
Shame on them, for neglecting to quote the conclud-
ing verse of the fourth chapter of Revelation, which
ignores the dead Mary, and glorifies the living Christ,
saying, * Thow art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and §
honor and power, for thou hast ereated all things, and #
Jor thy pleasure they are and were created.” They §
ignore also that terrific prophecy of the fifth of §
Revelation, when the cry sounded in the dark ages J
through the world, “ Who shall open the book?”
There was weeping because there was no one to
open the book. In spite of Romanism the book was
opened. For one of the elders said, “ Weep not: [
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of

1 The Congregation in Church, pp. 10 and 11.
' 2 Congregation in Church, p. 21.
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David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose
the seven seals thereof.” )
Rome chained the Bible to the altar. There
Luther found it. Christ Jesus gave the book to the
people, and loosened the seals thereof. Then came
the Son of God into the view of mankind. *And
when he had taken the book, the four beasts and
four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,
having every one of them harps, and golden vials full
of odors which are the prayers of saints. And they
sang a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the
book and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out
of every kindred and tongue and people and nation,
and hast made us unto God priests, and we shall
reign on the earth. And I beheld, and I heard the
voice of many angels round about the throne, and
the beasts and the elders; and the number of them
was ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands
of thousands; saying with a loud voice, Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain,” not the holy virgin whom
Rome worships, but the Lamb-that was slain. * He s
worthy to recetve power and riches and wisdom and
strength and honor and_glory and blessing.” 'That is
our victory in spite of Rome. Jesus is worthy to take
the book. Say it, every creature in heaven; shout it,

ye redeemed of earth. Let all say, « Blessing and {

honor and glory and power be unto Him that sitteth f

upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and

ever.”

Rome hates the Book.

God’s children love it. “Bring out the Book,” said the
Duke of Guise. Itisbrought. The Bible is handed
the Duke. He takes it into his hands, dripping with
'~ the blood of the slain witnesses for Christ. He opens it.
He looks at the titlepage. ¢ This the Bible?” he asks.
«]t is fifteen hundred years and more since the Scrip-
tures were made, and these were printed withina year.”
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Wonderful Truth.

The Bible is ever walking out in new garb. It s
old, and yet it is new. It was the boast of Napoleon,
that he made way for the talents. But such talents!
« Talents wriggling to heights where the lion could
scarcely find a foothold, or the eagle a place to
perch.” It was and is the Bible that opens the way
for the talents. Because of this, redemption has come ;
and where the Bible is welcomed and read and loved
and obeyed, there is prosperity. Life tells. God takes
care of his own. It is the man with the Bible in his
heart and on his lips, that is the opponent of Roman-
ism. It is this truth which Rome sees, hence the
parochial school from which the Bible is excluded.
Hence a religion that appeals to the eye, but that
finds no thoroughfare in the ear to the human soul.
No one can enter a Roman-Catholic church, see the
deluded worshippers bowing down to a man-made
Deity, believing that Jesus Christ tabernacles in a
wafer which the priest holds between his thumb and
finger, listening to prayers in a foreign tongue,
watching the smoke of the incense, and having the
hopper of reflection emptied of thought and the soul
barring out the Christ, and giving place to mum-
meries without end and to superstitions born in the
caves of Paganism, nurtured by ignorance, and sus-
tained by the corruptions of a carnal heart, — no one
can see all this without feelings of pity and commis-
eration, that the immortal powers of the mind can
be so prostituted to satanic uses and selfish aims.
Put over against cardinals, bishops, priests, and what
not, Christ with the book, with the assurance that “ as
many as receive Him. to them gives He power to be-
come the sons of God, even to them that believe on
his name.” and the power can be seen which is to
conquer the world, and bring all to worship Christ

as King of kings and Lord of lords.

Rome ministers to the eye, and to the corruptions
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of the human heart. Men of no religion can turn
into her courts, and come away undisturbed and un-
rebuked. The drunkard can enter the Roman-Cath-
olic Church, and hold on to his rum ; the man given.
up to lust worships before her altar, and is ministered
unto by a man as vile as himself. Rome is the play-
house of the Devil. It is the gateway to the broad
road through which millions are passing to the retri-
butions of despair. '

There are some passages of Scripture which de-
scribe Rome, in Revelation. Here she is in her
glory. “And the woman was arrayed in purple and
scarlet color, and decked with gold and precious
stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand
full of abominations and filthiness of her fornica-
tion; and upon her forehead was a name written:
Mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots and
abominations of the earth.” This is the church whose
cardinals flame in red. This is the church drunk
with the blood of saints.!

There is Scripture that describes Romanism in her
vileness and shame, outside of Revelation. Turn to |
the prophet Ezekiel, the eighth chapter, and you see -
a door opening into a room as vile and full of shame
as is the sacristy used by the priests as an assignation
house as described by William Hogan. ¢ Behold a
door. And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the
wicked abominations that they do here. So I went
in.”  There were creeping things, and abominable
beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel. ¢ Then
said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the
ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every
man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say,
The Lord seeth us not, the Lord hath forsaken the
earth. . . . / And he brought me into the inner court
of the Lord’s house, and behold, at the door of the
temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar,
were about five and twenty men with their backs

1 Rev. xvii. 4, 5.
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Il toward the temple of the Lord and their faces toward
1 the east, and they worshipped the sun toward the east.
il Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of
] man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah, that
I they commit the abominations which they commit
| here? for they have filled the land with violence, and
have returned to provoke me to anger ; therefore will
I also deal in fury; mine eye shall not spare, neither
will I have pity; and though they ery in mine ears
with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them.”!

It requires no stretch of the imagination to make
this language apply tc Rome. Beyond the “apse” is
the sacristy. There is kept the idol. There are prac-
tised infamies to be described farther on. For Rome
has become, in this and other lands, the habitation of
devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage
of every unclean and hateful bird. Take off the
cover, let in the light, and Romanism dies. ¢ For
then shall the Wicked be revealed, whom the”Lord
il shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and de-
Wl stroy with the brightness of his coming.”2

Truth proclaimed is the hope of humanity. Truth
locked up in Bibles unread, in histories piled up in
libraries, lying as silent as Egyptian mummies in an-
cient pyramids, is valueless. Truth coffined in metal
§ or in men is dead. Truth spoken, truth printed,
@8 truth propelled from the uncapped cannon of God’s
@ moral artillery, is mighty to the pulling-down of the
{ strongholds of error, and levelling with the earth
i the bastions behind which Satan trains his dupes and
| assaults the faithful and the true.

. 1. Romanism has a right to fear the truth. Truth
is the death of this foe of Christianity. It is said,
‘“the Devil trembles when he sees a saint upon his
knees_,” hence Romanism quails before an exposure of
its doings and undoings. Because of this, Rome seeks
to suppress the truth. It delights to kill the messen-
ger, that it may destroy the message. Invain. Rome
1 Ezek. viii. 12-18. 2 2 Thess. ii. 8.
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is broken. The Pope is a prisoner in the Vatican.
Romanists all over the worla are compelled to let |
him stay there until his end shall come, which will
not be long. Already the cry is heard, “ Come out |
of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her plagues. TFor her sins
. have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered-
her iniquities. Reward her even as she rewarded you,
and double unto her double according to her works ;
in the cup which she hath filled, fill to her double.”
This command is being obeyed in France, in Italy, |
in many of the South-American states, and it will §
yet find its way to the peoples of all lands and climes; §
and then the end of Rome shall come, and the strong
voice shall be heard saying, ¢ Babylon the great us
Sallen.” !

It was the truth that broke the power of the Devil
when he assailed the Lord Jesus Christ in the wilder-

ness. Our Lord hit the prince of the power of the

air with a text of Scripture; and the arrow drawn
from God’s quiver went home to the heart of the

King’s enemy, and rankles there, and will destroy [

the adversary. ,

It was a simple proclamation of truth that enabled
Abraham Lincoln to give freedom to millions of op-
pressed bondmen. Let the truth get wing that is
being gathered up and made into a thunderbolt, in
“ Why Priests should Wed,” and auricular confession
must die, and the priests must either marry, or they
will be banished the realm.

Put these terrible pictures behind the altar of the
Church of Rome, and read the sacristy scene de- |
scribed by William Hogan, and what is duty? What
will the American people do about it? What will
they say of a man who knows this, and dares not
sound out the warning? Will they tolerate this dis- |
grace, or remedy the difficulty, and take away the |
opprobrium ?

1 Rev. xviii. 1-6.
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Paul said, “ Because of fornication let each man
have his own wife, and let each woman have her own
| husband.”? For hundreds of years the priests of
Rome enjoyed this boon. In Greece to-day Roman-
Catholic priests marry. In the Russian Church, the
marriage of priests is the rule.

Could priests be permitted to marry in America,
| it would revolutionize society. It would give the
husband in the Roman-Catholic home his rightful
place as the head of the house.

To tell the truth about the priesthood, is to slander
them, we are told. What is slander?

To slander is to injure by falsehood maliciously
uttered. To injure by telling the truth, for the good
of the people, is not slander, but the reverse. Duty
compels a man to speak the truth, if he be faithful
to his trust. God says, “Son of man, I have made

¥ thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore

hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning
from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt
surely die: and thou givest him not warning, nor
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to
save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thine hand.”
The wicked shall die, though not warned; but in
such a case not only does he die, but his blood is
required at the hand of the man who failed to sound
the alarm. In other words — Roman Catholics un-
warned, if they die without Christ, die without hope ;
and we that know their peril, and refn:e to tell them
of it, incur peril.

On the other hand, if we warn them, and they turn
not from their wickedness, they shall die in their
#l niquity : but the faithful watchman has delivered his
| soul?  This principle has a wide application. To

ignore it is to imperil the life of the nation. The
American people are asleep regarding the encroach-
i ments of Romanism. While papists are rocking the
11 Cor. vii. 2. 2 Ezek. iii. 17-19.
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cradle, singing their hypocritical songs of peace and |
" safety, endeavoring to grasp the reins of government |
and take the highest offices of the nation, the watch- §
men refuse to warn of the approaching enemy, or to |
support one more brave or more faithtul than them- [
selves. '
It has been charged, that no exception from the [
sweeping onslaught has been made. That is untrue. |
In the sermon, “ Why DPriests should Wed,” this
language is found : — \
“The theory that a woman may obey the priest in |
every thing he commands her to do, and that she can [
never be called to account to God for any action she
may have performed to please her priest, compels mil- §
lions to go wrong.” The penitents are compelled to §
answer questions of the most revolting character, §
and then it was distinctly stated that it ¢s not charged |
that all Roman-Catholic priests are dissolute. But it §
s charged that every ome is compelled by his oath to
pollute the minds and the hearts of the mothers, wives, §
| and daughters with whom he comes in contact; and
1 that it is impossible, in the Church of Rome or else-
where, to take such thoughts into the mind without §
being polluted by them. As a result, no thoughtful |
# mind is surprised at the rapid downfall of any nation |
§ that is under the yoke of Rome. ¢ The public f
| statistics of the European, as well as of American
nations, show that there is among Roman Catholies
nearly double the amount of prostitution, bastardy, f
| theft, perjury, and murder, that is found among [
ll Protestant nations.” In Rome, where Romanism is
| the so-called prevailing religion, virtue is almost
| unknown; bastardy is the rule, and children born in
| wedlock are the exceptions. Father Chiniquy asks,!
| “ Where must we, then, look for the cause of these |
stupendous facts, if not in the corrupt teachings of |
the theology of Rome? How can the Roman-Catho- §
lic nations hope to raise themselves in the scale of
1 Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, p. 143.
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Christian dignity and morality, as long as there
| remain two hundred thousand priests in their midst,
| bound in conscience every day to pollute the minds

i and the hearts of their mothers, their wives, and
| their daughters?”

Is it strange that priests are asking, «“ Would we
not be more chaste and pure by living with our
lawful wives, than by daily exposing ourselves in the
confessional in the company of women whose pres-
ence will irresistibly drag us into the shameful pit
| of impurity ?”

“ As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” !

These words cover with night the priesthood of
Rome. No matter about their vow of chastity, before
the seducing presence of a woman it is valueless.
“Men,” said a priest, “may think me an angel of
purity ; but in God’s sight and in my own, I am but
a skilful hypocrite. For, according to all the theolo-
gians, the confessional is the tomb of the chastity
of priests; a tomb well painted and gilded on the
outside, but within full of corruption.”?

To say this, is to anger the millions of Roman
Catholics who are desperate and wholly under the
control of the priests whose enormities are exposed.
This is but the beginning. By telling the truth
about Rome, you strip off the veil, take off the paint,
and leave Romanism in its nakedness to be hated and
despised. Now, it is a strange fact, that millions are
willing to be humbugged and deluded who object to
being laughed at and ridiculed.

Hence, Episcopalians on the way to Rome, establish-
ing their confessionals, and lighting their candles,
object to having their folly pointed out. The field
is not an inviting one for the timid or the sensitive.

2. To uncover the corrupt practices of Popish priests,
ts a duty, despite the charge of obscenity which may

I Prov. xxiii. 7. 2 Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, p. 147.
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be raised. For printing a translation of Dens’ The-
ology, an authority with every Roman-Catholic priest,
an English printer is now in an English jail.

In some way or other, the whole truth should be
brought out. The safety of the American people
requires it. The best interests of women and girls
now under their control require that their attention
be called to the corrupt practices of Romish priests,
and that they be told of the more excellent way
marked out in the Gospel of Christ. At the present
time, Dens’ and Liguori’s Theologies, so called, can-
not be translated from Latin, which priests read and
enjoy, into English, so that the people under their
control might know what corrupting and disgusting
suggestions and insinuations fill their minds, and
influence their lives.
| The books which exhibit the true genius of Popery
are written in Latin and never translated. They are
to be found nowhere but on the shelves of priests.
| Consequently the people are kept in ignorance. It §
is alarming that men of brain and culture in the
Roman-Catholic Church will consent to this state of
things.
| For the shame and confusion of Romanists, Dens’

Theology and Liguori’s Instructions ought to be
translated, and placed within reach of the parents of
those children now exposed to peril. The people have
never given this subject proper attention. An evil
thought pollutes the soul. Proofs of the result have
been set forth in these pages. May God bless the truth
to those who read it! Already the people are aware
that Romanism is filthy and debasing. ¢Let them
eschew evil, and do good. For the eyes of the Lord
are over the righteous.” The author of the synopsis
of Liguori’s writings asks the question, “ Would it
-not be a pity to conceal things that ought to be known
from many, because they are too indecent to be ex-
hibited to all?” Rome hides behind this law forbid-
ding the approach to obscenity, to conceal her shame. |
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To pour out all the pollutions of the doctrines of
Rome, would be to make a book too indelicate to
appear in public. To protect the innocent, the guilty
are permitted to go scot-free. To protect Rome,
history has to be emasculated, and the conduct of her
spiritual teachers has to remain undescribed.

In some way or other, society must organize against
this horrid iniquity. It has been claimed that no
charges have been brought against the priesthood
and nunneries, except they were made by ex-priests
or nuns. Milman, the author of « Latin Christianity,” §
is not an ex-priest. Henry C. Lea, author of “An |
Historical Sketch of Sacerdotal Celibacy,” published
by Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., in 1884, is not an ex- {
priest ; and yet he says as hard things against Rome as
have ever been uttered by priest or nun. He says,— }

1« The Church is unquestionably violating the pre- §
cept, ¢ Thou shalt not tempt,” when, in its reliance that
the gift of chastity will accompany ordination, it
confers the sub-diaconate at the age of twenty-two, f
and the priesthood at twenty-five, — or even earlier,
by special dispensation,— and then turns loose young |
men at the age when the passions are the strongest, §
trained in the seminary, and unused to female com- §
panionship, to occupy a position in which they are §
brought into the closest and most dangerous rela- §
tions with women who regard them as beings gifted §
with supernatural powers, and holding in their hands
the keys of heaven or hell. Whatever may have |
been the ardor with which the vows were taken, the |
youth thus exposed to temptations hitherto unknown
finds his virtue rudely assailed, when, in the confes-
sional, female lips repeat to him the story of sins
and transgressions, and he recognizes in himself in- §
stincts and passions which are only the stronger by £
reason of their whilom repression. That a youthful
spiritual director, before whom are thrown down all
barriers with which the prudent reserve of society

1 Sacerdotal Celibacy, p. 624-
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surrounds the social intercourse of the sexes, should
too often find that he has over-estimated his self-
control, is more than probable.”

Residence of Women.

« Few priests have the self-denial to live without
female companionship. Indeed, the census-paper,
officially filed in the Vatican and returned in Janu-

ary, 1882, stated the population of the palace to be

five hundred, of which one-third were women. While
of course it does not follow that the relations between
these women and the grave dignitaries of the papal
court may not be perfectly virtuous, still, consider-
ing the age at which ordination is permitted, it
would be expecting too much of Luman nature to |
believe that in at least a large number of cases among
parish priests, the companionship ir not as fertile of
sin as we have seen it in every p.-vious age since |
the ecclesiastic has been deprived of the natural in-
stitution of marriage.”! “The ¢niece,” or other female
inmates of the parsonage, throughout Catholic Europe
is looked upon as a matter of course by the parish-
ioners; while the prelates, content if public scandal
be avoided, affect to regard the arrangement as harm-
less.” : '

Priests may not wed, but may live in open viola-
tion of God’s commands, is what Henry C. Lea says
as boldly as William Hogan.

Abbé Helsen, who for twenty-five years was a pop-
ular preacher in Brussels, calls upon his bishop * to
banish the women who are universally inmates of the
houses of priests, and thus put a stop to the sin and

| scandal which destroy the influence of the Church,

and spread immorality among the faithful.” Another

said, «If women were forever banished from the

houses vowed to celibacy, I think we should not see

80 great a number of prostitutes who ply their trade
1 Sacerdotal Celibacy, p. 627.
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at night in our great cities, nor so many illegitimate
children who curse their destiny as they multiply
more and more around us.”! Is not that equal to any
utterances of a Maria Monk or of a Father Chiniquy ?

Again, Henry C. Lea says, *“ This sort of veiled
concubinage is, in fact, a fruitful source of prostitu-
tion.” ¢« The ordinary custom is, when one of these
priest’s servants becomes pregnant, and cannot be
saved by a prudent absence, to dismiss her, and take
another, perhaps younger and more attractive; and
this may occur repeatedly, without the ecclesiastic
" being subjected to any special annoyance or super-
vision — unless, indeed, he is so ill-advised as to take
pity on the unfortunate girl, and refuse to send her
away. In that case he becomes a public concubina-
rian, liable to the canonical penalties, with which he is
sometimes disciplined.”? That is, the priest may ruin
i as many women as he desires; but if he loves one,
il and treats her as a wife, he must suffer for it.

The scandal of the Countess Lambertini, who
sued for a share of her father’s estate, Cardinal Anto-
nelli, is proof “that lust in Italy is not disgraceful.”
Sixteen bishops urged the marriage of the priests,
“to reduce the number of bastards whose existence
degrades the Church.”3 ~

In a similar mood, D. Marco Petronio, a priest of
Pirano, in Istria, declares “ that the boasted chastity
of the priesthood has filled the Church with demons
in place of angels, who lead their flocks to ruin by
their acts and exatnple;” and Panzini describes the
Church as a brothel filled with men, ruined by the
attempt to deprive them of marriage.”*

The Church shields the Guilty, and suppresses
Secandal.
How powerful and unscrupulous its influence,
appears in numerous instances given. = “In 1817, at

1 Sacerdotal Celibacy, p. 629. 2 Sacerdotal Celibaéy, p. 629,
3 The same, p. 631. 4 The same, p. 632.
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Availles in France, the sacristan complained to the
mayor that his daughter was received every night by
the curé, to the scandal of the people. The mayor,
thus invited, entered the priest’s house one night
suddenly, and found the girl in dishabille, hidden in
a corner. He drew up an official statement of the
facts, and forwarded it to the authorities; and the
response to this was his summary dismissal from
office on the ground of having violated the domicile
of the curé, and increased the scandal.”! There is
justice for you. Is it not a type of what we may
expect in America, when once Rome gets control?
« A priest sickened of adevout married young woman.
He murdered her, cut her to pieces with his pocket-
knife, and threw them into the river Isére, escaped
to Savoy, and was provided for as a persecuted
saint.”2  Similarly, in 1877, the Abbé Debra, con-
demned at Liége in default for no less thau thirty-
two offences, was, after proper seclusion in a con-
vent, given a parish in Luxembourg by the bishop of
Namur. A canon of Cambray seduced three young
Jewish girls, and procured their confinement in con-
vents under pretext of laboring for their conver-
sion. One of his victims lost her reason in conse-
quence of her sufferings, and the court of Douay
condemned him to six years at hard labor; and Rome
calls him a martyr.”? That was in France. In Brook-
lyn, N.Y., a case quite as aggravating, where the
organist was assaulted by the priest,® the jury
brought him in guilty and fined him six cents,
whereupon the lecherous priest went back to his
altar and to his shame.

In Lowell, Mass., in Biddeford, Me., in Charles-
town, Mass., women who have fled Rome pronounce
her iniquities worse than we have painted them, and
claim that the half has not been told.

Rev. William Chauncey Langdon, who had long

1 Bouvet, p. 516. 2 Sacerdotal Celibacy, p. 635.
3 Sacerdotal Celibacy, p. 635.
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i residence in Italy as agent of the American Episco-
¥ pal Church, said, “I learned to regard a priest who
| lived all his mature life openly and faithfully with a
woman to whom he had not of course been married,
# by whom he had children grown up, and for all of
! whom he was faithfully providing, — with a relative
I respect, as one who had greatly risen above the
| morality of the Church and of the society around
| him, and whose life might be considered, on the
| dark moral background behind, a source of relative
| light.”!

| gThese facts deserve to be pondered by Romanists
| in America. The frequency with which the councils
| command that the confessions of women shall not
| be heard, save in case of infirmity, except in church ;
| that, when heard elsewhere, it shall always be with
| open doors; and that in church the confessional shall
be in a spot publicly visible, with a grating between
the confessor and his penitent, — shows that the risk
is fully recognized, and requires constant watchful- |
ness.2

8. What may be done? The Legislature can touch
and handle this subject through a commission, and
break up the iniquitous hold which this polluting
despotism has upon millions of our fellow-citizens.
There are thousands who would be willing to testify
against the iniquity. The peopie have a right to
demand that priests should be judged by the same
rules that prevail in evangelical denominations. It
will not avail our enemies to reply to our charges
against the priests of Rome, —

«“ You are Another.”

It is not true. If a Baptist defalcates, and robs
the people, he finds a home in State-prison. What

1 Report to the Italian Committee of the American Eplscopal
Church, Sept. 11, 1867; in Sacerdotal Celibacy, p. 655. '
2 Sacerdotal Cehba.cy, p. 633,
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Romish priest has looked out from behind the bars,
though money has been squandered, banks wrecked,
and costly churches have been built out of the money
taken from the trusting and devoted subjects of this
terrible despotism? If a minister lapses from virtue,
his pulpit is denied him until the stain from his char-
acter is effaced. There is no reason why this should
not be made true of Roman-Catholic bishops, and
priests as well.

The conduct of priests in nunneries ought to be
investigated. Nunneries should be examined, and
every nun should be permitted to see a representative
of the State alone, and apart from the surveillance
of her keepers or companions, once a year. Because
this was insisted on in Germany, the convent sys-
tem was abandoned. It might be so here.

One Thing all can do.

Every man and woman opposed to the degrading
influence of Romanism can protest against its enor-
mities in private and in public. Nothing will destroy
it sooner than for men and women to make it their
‘business to tell what they know, and circulate docu-
ments that expose its infamies and corruptions. A
society should be supported that will take this work
in hand. |

The gospel of Jesus Christ is essential to the life
of the people. *Give glory to the Lord your God
before he cause darkness, and before your feet stum-
ble upon the dark mountains,” is the command of the
most high God. Do this, and “the Lord also shall
roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusa-
lem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but
the Lord will be the hope of his people, and the
strength of the children of Israel. So shall ye know
that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion, my
holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and
there shall no strangers pass through her any more.”




30 WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED.

America is given as a trust to the children of the
Highest. Let our cry be, « Help, Lord, for the godly
man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the
children of men.” Let it be our endeavor to be all
and to do all in our power, then shall God’s great
purpose revealed in our national life find realization
and fulfilment.
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CHAPTER II

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. THE QUESTION
ANSWERED.

Ix answering the question why priests should wed,
there.are reasons and there are reasons.

A few of them shall be given, not in malice, not in
innuendo, not from love of nastiness and obscenity,
but because Americans owe it to themselves to read
what shall be written, and, if they choose and will, o |
read between the lines as well. Naturally, one recoils
from such a work as this. There is nothing in it but
a record of shame and sorrow. It is uncovering the
sewer of our American life, and showing what is
being dumped into it of badness from beyond the
| sea. It opens the dark passages of European life,

and reveals the priesthood to the eyes of all, not
alone as they have long been seen in Rome, in Italy,
Spain, France, and elsewhere, but as they are living
in our midst, as they have had power to live in the
| Old World, and be the pestilence of Christianity, the
| plague-spot of morality, and the outrageous excep-
tion to much they might be and ought to have been.
it Paul described them as men “who love themselves,
li covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, without nat-
| ural affection, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, de-
spisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-
minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God,
having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort are
they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly
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women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,
ever learning, and never coming to the knowledge
of the truth.”! Because of these characteristics of §
the Roman-Catholic priesthood, perilous times have
come to these last days.

America is the land of homes. What blesses them,
helps everybody. What curses them, injures every- |
body. It is because the homes of millions are in-
vaded and imperilled by the conduct of priests, that

attention should be called to some of the many

reasons why priests ’should wed. Because Roman- §
Catholic priests, the minions of a foreign oath-bound §
despotism, are doing their utmost, not to build up [
“the Republic in the faith of our fathers, but to sap
the foundations they laid, and despoil the people
of their legitimate hopes, storm-signals should be
raised, and warnings must be sounded out from
pulpit, press-room, and platform, as never before.

The Cold Fact stated.

A million of women, and more than a million of
girls, are asked questions by over two hundred thou-
sand priests, which, if taken upon the lips of any |
so-called Christian minister in the presence of wife
and daughter, would debar him his pulpit, place on
his reputation an ineffaceable stain, and, if persisted
in, would lead to banishment if not to summary
punishment. Why should priests in America be per-
mitted to say and do what other religious teachers §
could not be tolerated in doing? Is there any rea-, §
son why there should be one standard for Romanists, §
and another for Christians, Jews, or infidels? Have
Romish priests a right to invade virtue, trample on
justice, degrade womanhood, and despoil her of all
that makes life valuable? Many are fond of reckon-
ing Roman Catholics as a part of the Christian world.
Let such demand that the priest marry, and get out
y 1 2 Tim. iii. 1-7.




Rome and the Inguisition; or,

the way they used to do.
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of the home as a marplot, and enter it only as a reli-
gious teacher. Could they do so, it would revolu-
tionize society, give the husband his place as the
head of the household, and bar the path to almost
universal licentiousness. The theory that a woman
may obey the priest, and, without sin, be to him all
he desires, and that she can never be called to ac-
count to God for any action she may have performed
to please him, compels millions to go wrong.

In 1845 prostitution among Romanists in Albany,
N.Y., was charged by William Hogan, once a priest
in Albany, and chaplain in the Legislature. He
said,! “ The Roman Catholics of Albany had, during
about two years previous to my arrival among them,
three Irish priests alternately with them, occasionally
preaching, but always hearing confessions. . . . As
soon as I got settled in Albany, I had, of course, to
attend to the duty of auricular confession, and, in less
than two months, found that those three priests, dur-
ing the time they were there, were the fathers of between
sizty and one hundred children, besides having de-
bauched many who had left the place previous to their
confinement. Many of these children were by mar-
Tied women, who were among the most zealous sup-
porters of these vagabond priests, and whose brothers
and relatives were ready to wade knee-deep in blood
for the holy, tmmaculate, infallible Church of Rome.”

The following statement compels us to ask if priests
believe 2

“There is a circumstance connected with this,”
says Mr. Hogan, “ that renders the conduct of these
priests almost frightfully atrocious. There are in
many of the Roman-Catholic churches, things-— as
Michelet properly calls them, ¢sentry-boxes’— called
confessionals. These are generally situated in the
body of the church, and priests hear confessions in
them ; though the priest and lady-penitent are only
separated by a sliding-board, which can be moved in

-

1 Auricular Confession and Popish Nunneries, p. 46.
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any direction the confessor pleases, leaving him and
the penitent ear to ear, breath to breath, eye to eye,
lip to lip, if he pleases. There were none of them in
the Romish church in Albany, and those priests had
to hear confessions in the sacristy of the church.
This is a small room back of the altar, in which the
eucharist, containing, according to the Romish belief,
the real body and blood of Christ, is kept while mass
is not celebrating in the chapel. This room is always
fastened by a lock and key of the best workmanship,
and the key kept by the priest day and night. In the
sacristy containing the wafer, which the priests blas-
phemously adore, the lecherous priests committed ha-
bitually those acts of immorality and crime.”! If this
was so in Albany in 1845, why may it not be so there
and elsewhere at this hour? Do Americans think at
all of that state of society which exists in this coun-
try where priests rule? Popery has not to be in
the ascendant in this country, that priests may rule.
Who interferes with their damnable acts? Romanists
on the jury refuse to convict a priest. Women up-
hold him in wrong-doing. No matter what he does,
he goes back to his altar and to his adulteries and
debaucheries, and Americans say it is none of their
business. But it is their business. Sin, palliated and
condoned, lowers the standard of morality, and in-
jures society. The loose ideas of marriage and wed-
lock come largely from the influence exerted by
priests. If a priest can take a man’s wife to his
room, or to a hotel, and enjoy her society, a husband
can do the same. It is pitiable; it is terrible; and
there must be an appeal and a remedy.

On sabbath afternoon, in Music Hall, a converted
nun handed in this request: “Pray for my poor,
‘benighted relations who are yet in the bonds of in-
iquity and the gall of bitterness. My poor little
niece, who is now in Boston, out of work, was put

> 416Auricular Confession and Popish Nunneries, by William Hogan,




36 WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED.

into a convent when three years of age, and has boen
since then the mother of two children before she was
nineteen years of age, one living and one dead. She
was living with a priest when these children were
born; is now turned out upon the world, without
work, without a home, and can neither read nor
write.” This is but a specimen of hundreds of let-
- ters which reveal the extent of this iniquity, about
which the American people know so little and care
less. The priest is in the way. '

In M. Michelet’s « Auricular Confession and Di-
rection,” we find this: —

“The family is in question; that home where we
would all fain repose, after so many useless efforts,
so many illusions destroyed. We return home very
wearied, —do we find repose there? We must not
dissimulate. We must frankly confess to ourselves
the real state of things. There exists in the bosom
of society, in the family circle, a serious dissension,
—nay, the most serious of all dissensions.”

“ We may talk with our mothers, our wives, or our |
daughters, on all those matters about which we talk f
with our acquaintances, on business, on the news of fi
the day, but not at all on matters nearest the heart,
—on religion, on God, on the soul.”

“ Take the instant when you would find yourself
united with your family in one common feeling, in
the repose of the evening, round the family-table.
There in your home, at your own hearth, venture to
utter a word on these matters. Your mother sadly
shakes her head; your wife contradicts you; your
daughter, although silent, disapproves. They are on
one side of the table, you on the other alone.” .

“ It would seem as if in the midst of them, opposite
you, sat an invisible enemy to contradict what you say.”

“The invisible enemy here spoken of is the priest.”
Is that true ? If it is true, ought it to remain true ?

God’s Word gays, .« It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for
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him.”! ¢ For this cause shall a man leave his father
and mother, and shall-be joined unto his wife, and
they two shall be one flesh.”2 ¢« Wherefore [said
Christ] they are no more twain, but one flesh. . What
therefore God hath joined together, let no man put
asunder.”® Romanism sets aside all these commands.
The priest comes between the man and his wife,
between parents and their children. The relation
is in defiance of God’s Word and the welfare of the
home, and should be opposed and abrogated.

The Priest a Plague.

As confessor, the priest possesses the secret of a
woman’s soul: «“he knows every half-formed hope,
every dim desire, every thwarted feeling. The priest,
as spiritual director, animates that woman with his
own ideas, moves her with his own will, fashions her
according to his own fancy. And this priest is
doomed to celibacy. He is a man, but is bound to
pluck from his heart the feelings of a man. If he is
~ without fault, he makes desperate use of his power
over those confiding in him. If he is sincerely de-
vout, he has to struggle with his passions, and there
is a perilous chance of his being defeated in that
struggle. And even.should he come off victorious,
still the mischief done is incalculable and irreparable.
The woman’s virtue has been preserved by an acci-
dent, by a power extraneous to herself. She was wax
in her spiritual director’s hands: she has ceased to
be a person, and is become a thing. The priest is
the cause of all this, and is a plague.”

Celibacy Unnatural and Unwise.

There is something diabolical in the institution of
celibacy. - The history of its origin is a story of bru-
tality seldom matched. Imagine the ministry of to-

1 Gen. ii. 18, 2 Eph. v. 31. 8 Matt. xix. 6.
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day compelled to separate from their wives, see them
rated as bad; also from their children, and behold
them rated as bastards. Can any thing be more in-
famous, more cruel, more unnatural ?

- The battle against marriage in the priesthood
culminated in 1073, during the reign of Pope Greg-
ory VII., known as Hildebrand. His character has
been outlined by innumerable pens. His austere
virtue, simple piety, vast knowledge, and ability to
rule men ; his well-known intrepidity, which seemed
to delight in confronting the most powerful ; a stern
singleness of purpose, and yet a subtle policy which
bordered on craft, — gave him the support and confi-
dence of those who were ruled by his imperious will.

The Object he had in View

was the absolute independency of the clergy and of
the Pope; of the great prelates throughout Latin
Christianity, down to the lowest functionary, whose
person was to become sacred. The clergy were to
become a separate and inviolable caste. It is a sad
story. Who can depict the bitterness and the sor-
row of heart, when husbands and fathers were com-
pelled by a cruel edict to separate from wives and
children, in opposition to the teachings of Scripture
and the promptings of human nature? The act was
cruelty personified. No wonder that some of the
wives committed suicide, others died in their beds
from grief or by their own hands, and others fought
for their rights against fearful odds. With many of
the clergy, it was a matter of deliberate conviction
that -they ought to marry, founded not only on the

authority of the Apostle Paul, on the usage of the.

primitive Church justified by the law of Eastern
Christendom; and asserted to rest on a conscientiqus
assurance of the evils resulting from ‘enforced celi-
bacy. They believed that marriage was God’s own
appointment for man’s true happiness, the propaga-

e e

e — e
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tion of the race ; and the propensity to obey that law
is so strong, that, without compliance, health is im-
paired, morality is weakened, and the voice of reli-
gion disobeyed. It is a well-established fact that
health, the foundation of happiness, is best insured
by the marriage relation. There is a mysterious
magnetic bond which binds husband and wife to-
gether, unknown to those in celibacy, — like the
needle to the pole it rules,— and is explained by
saying, it is the law of God.

« Celibacy leaves men and women liable in daily
intercourse to be enticed, drawn magnetically by
natural impulses into the vortex of animal passions,
which, unrestrained, become sin of a corroding and
deadly nature, proving clearly it is not good for man
to be alone, and that to obey God’s law is the sure
path to true happiness as surely as sunshine produces
health and growth.”!

The Unmarried Confessor

has been set forth by Paul Louis Courier in words
that ought to be read and pondered.

« What a life, what a condition, is that of our
priests! Love is forbidden them, — marriage, espe-
cially : women are given up to them. They may not
have one of their own, and yet live familiarly with
all, nay, in confidential, intimate privity of their
hidden actions, of all their thoughts. An innocent
girl first hears the priest under her mother’s wing :
he then calls her to him; speaks alone with her, and
is the first to talk of sin to her before she can have
known it. When instructed, she marries: when mar-
ried, he still confesses and governs her. He has pre-
ceded the husband in her affections, and vill always
maintain himself in them. What she would not ven-
ture to confide to her mother, or confess to her hus-
band, he, a priest, must know it, asks it, hears it, and

t Moore Russell Fletcher, M.D.
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yet shall not be her lover. How could he, indeed ?
Is he not tonsured ? He hears whispered in his ear,
by a young woman, her faults, Lher passions, desires,
weaknesses, receives her sighs without feeling agi-
tated, and he is five and twenty !

. “To confess a woman! Imagine what it is. At
the end of a church a species of closet, or sentry-box,
is erected against the wall, where the priest awaits,
in the evening after vespers, his young penitent,
whom he loves, and who knows it: love cannot be
concealed from the beloved person. You will stop
me there, — his character of priest, his education, his
vows. . . . I reply that there is no vow which holds
good ; that every village curé, just come from the
seminary, healthy, robust, and vigorous, doubtless
loves one of his parishioners. It cannot be other-
wise : and, if you contest this, I will say more still ;
and that is, that he loves them all, — those, at least, of
his own age : but he prefers one, who appears to him,
if not more beautiful than the others, more modest
and wiser, and whom he would marry; he would
make her a virtuous, pious wife, if it were not for
the Pope. He sees her daily, and meets her at church
or elsewhere, and, sitting opposite her in the winter
evenings, he imbibes, imprudent man! the poison of
her eyes.

“ Now I ask you, when he hears that one coming the
next day, and approaching the confessional, and when
he recognizes her footsteps, and can say, ¢ s she, what
is passing in the mind of the poor confessor? Hon-
esty, duty, mere resolutions, are here of little use
without peculiarly heavenly grace. I will suppose
‘him a saint; unable to fly, he apparently groans,
sighs, recommends himself to God ; but, if he is only
a man, he shudders, desires, and already, unwillingly,
‘without knowing it, perhaps, he hopes. She arrives,
kneels down at his knees before him whose heart
leaps and palpitates. You are young, sir, or you have
been so: between ourselves, what do you think of
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| such a situation for your daughter or your wife, and

such a man? Alone most of the time, and having
these walls, these vaulted roofs, as sole witnesses, they
talk — of what? alas! Of all that is not innocent.
They talk, or rather murmur, in low voice ; and their
lips approach each other, and their breaths mingle.
This lasts for an hour or more, and is often renewed.
“ Do you think I invent? This scene takes place
such as I describe it; is renewed daily by thousands
of young priests, with as many young girls whom
they love, because they are men; whom they confess
in this manner, because they are priests; and whom
they do not marry, because the Pope is opposed to
it ...
“ The priest has the spiritual care of her he loves;
her soul is in his hands. He is connected with her
by the most sacred ties: his interest in her he dis-

‘guises to himself under the cloak of spiritual anxi-
‘ety. He can always quiet the voice of conscience by

an équivoque, — the mystic language of religion ; and

~what guilt is shrouded under this équivogue, the his-

tory of priesteraft may show. Parler Uamour, cest
Jaire Uamour. To speak love is to make love, espe-
oially when this man is a priest, that is to say, a
mediator between the: woman and God, and who
says, ‘God hears you through me: through me he
will reply.’ This man whom she has seen at the
altar, and there invested with all the sacred robes
and sacred associations of his office; whom she has
visited in the confessional, and there laid bare her
soul to him; whose visits she has received in her
boudoir, and there submitted to his direction 5 this
man, whom she worships, — is supposed to be an idea,
a priest; no one supposing him to be a man, with a
man’s passions!”! :

Llorente (§ 111, ch. 88, art. 2, ed. 1817) relates
that, when he was secretary to the Inquisition, a Ca-
puchin was brought before that tribunal who directed

! Auricular Confession, by William Hogan, p. 40.
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a community of béguines, and had seduced nearly all
of them by persuading them that, by yielding to his
solicitations, they were not leaving the road to per-
fection. He told each of them, in the confessional,

~ that he had received from God a singular favor.

“Qur Lord,” he said, “has deigned to show himself ‘

~ to me in the sacrament, and has said to me, ¢ Almost

all the souls that thou dost direct here are pleasing
to me, but especially such a one [the Capuchin named
her to whom he spoke]. She is already so perfect
that she has conquered.every passion except carnal
desire, which torments her very much. Therefore,
wishing virtue to have its reward, and that she §
should serve me tranquilly, I charge thee to give her
a dispensation, but only to be made use of by thee.
She need speak of it to no confessor: that would be
useless, as with such a dispensation she cannot sin.”” [
- “Outof seventeen béguines, of which the community

was composed, the intrepid Capuchin gave the dis-
pensation to thirteen, who were discreet for some
length of time; but at last one of them fell ill, ex-
pected to die, and discovered every thing, declaring |
that she had never been able to believe in the dis- §
pensation, but that she had profited by it.” N

«] remember,” said Llorente, *having said to him,
« But, Father, is it not astonishing that this singular
virtue should have belonged exactly to the thirteen
young and handsome ones, and not at all to the other [i
four who were ugly and old?’ He coolly replied, |
“The Holy Spirit inspires where it listeth.’

The same author, in the same chapter, while
reproaching Protestants with having exaggerated
the corruptions of confessors, avows that “in the
sixteenth century the Inquisition had imposed on
women the obligation of denouncing guilty confess-

‘ors; but the denunciations were so numerous that

the penitents were declared dispensed from denounce-
ment.”?
1 Hogan’s Auricular Confession, p. 40,
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It was William Hogan who said, “The title of
Christian land should not be given to this nor to any
country which permits the cowl to shelter adulteries
of this sort. Are the sons of freemen,” he asks,
«required to countenance, nay, asked to build im--
passable walls around, a licentious, lecherous, profli-
gate horde of foreign monks and priests, who choose
to come among us and erect little fortifications, which
they call nunneries, for their protection, and for the
gratification of their passions? Shall they own, by
law and by charter, places where to bury, hidden
from the public eye, the victims of their lust, and the
murdered offspring of their concupiscence? Beware,
Ameéricans! There are bounds beyond which sin-
ners cannot go. Bear in mind the fact that the
same God who can limit the sphere of anindividual’s
crimes, can also limit those of a nation. You have
fiourished. Take heed lest you begin to decay be-
fore you come to full maturity. Already can I see
the hectic flush of moral consumption upon the fair
face of America; already can I see a demon bird of
ill omen, plunging its poisoned beak into the very
vitals of your national existence, stopping here, and
stopping there, only to dip his wings in the life-
stream of your national existence, with the sole view
of giving its speed more momentum, until it encom-
passes the whole length and breadth of your country.”

The decay of nations is brought about by infi-
delity to the God of nations; and how can this coun-
try prosper if it aids Popery with its idolatries? It
cannot be. A nation, to prosper, must be rectus in
curia, right at least before God. The warning is
needed. Wil it be heeded ? : e
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CHAPTER IIIL
THE HISTORY OF THE FIGHT WITH CELIBACY.

IN turning thought to the history of the fight for
the celibacy of the priesthood of the Roman-Catholic
Ghurch, one is impressed with the truth that what is
unwritten and is known only to God, and is remem-
bered by him, is far more terrible and atrocious than
what is written. Up to the present time no one has §
dared put into English the truth concerning celi- |
bacy. It blackens the page of history, it degrades
peoples, curses the home, and spreads its blight over
every hope and aspiration of those who rest under |
its shadow, or are afflicted by its presence.

Celibacy is in direct antagonism to the teachings [
of the word of God. That ought to be sufficient |
with people who believe that the word of God is a
lamp to our feet, and a light to our path.

“ A bishop,” says Paul, “must be blameless, the
husband of one wife.”? In the Douay Version is |
this note on the words, “the husband of one wife:”
The meaning is, “ that no one should be admitted to the
holy orders of bishop, priest, or deacon, who had been
married more than once.” Then, surely, it is not the
meaning that a bishop, priest, or deacon should never §
be married. Peter led about a wife. For more than
three centuries every pastor of the Church was
allowed to marry.

Pope Siricius, 384-398, first enjoined the celibacy

11 Tim. iii. 2.
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of the clergy, and attempted to harden into inflexi-
ble statute that which had been left before to usage
and opinion. Marriage was by him interdicted, and
he wrote in the tone of one who supposed the usages
of the Church of Rome were to be received as those
of Christendom. This law, while it implied the
ascendency of monastic opinions, showed likewise
that there was a large part of the clergy who could
only be- coerced into celibacy by law. Temporary
concessions were made to those who confessed it
was a fault, but pleaded ignorance of the statute.
This law was one of the characteristics of Latin
Christianity. It separated the sacerdotal order from
the rest of society, from the common human sym-
pathies, interests, and affections. It justified them
to themselves in assuming a dignity superior to
the rest of mankind, and secured their title to en-
force acknowledgment and reverence for that su-
perior dignity. The monastic principle, admitting
virtually, at least, almost to its full extent, the
Manichazan tenet of the innate sinfulness of all sex-
ual intercourse as partaking of the inextinguishable
impurity of matter, was gradually wrought into the
general feeling.

Whether marriage was treated as in itself an evil,
perhaps to be tolerated, but still degrading to human
nature, as by Jerome and the imore ascetic teachers;
or honored, as by Augustine, with specious adula-
tion, only to exalt virginity to a still loftier height
above it,— the clergy were taught to assert it at once
as a privilege, as a distinction, as the consummation
and the testimony to the sacredness of their order.
Notwithstanding this, the celibacy of the clergy was
openly opposed. In some regions the married clergy
formed the majority, and, always supporting married
bishops by their suffrages and influence, kept up a
formidable succession. Throughout the whole period,
from Pope Siricius to the Reformation, the law was
defied, infringed, eluded.
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«The married clergy were the more moral, though .‘

accused of living in concubinage.”! This was the
least evil.

Its Effect on Morals.
Celibacy, which was the vital energy of the clergy,

was, at the same time, their fatal irremediable weak-
ness. One-half, at least a large portion, of human-

kind could not cease to be humankind. The univer- °

sal voice, which arraigns the state of morals as regards

sexual intercourse among the clergy, is not that of -

their enemies only : it is their own. The unmarried
clergy were distinguished for their licentiousness.

« Henry, Bishop of Liége, was a monster of depravity.

His lust was promiscuous. He kept as a concubine
a Benedictine abbess. He boasted in a public ban-
quet that in twenty-two months he had fourteen
children born. This was not the worst: there was
foul incest, and with nuns.” .
Hardly less repulsive, in some respects more so,
as it embraces the clergy and some of the convents
of a whole province, is the disclosure, as undeniable
and authentic, of sacerdotal morals, in the Register
of the Visitations of Eudes Rigaud, Archbishop of
Rouen, from 1248-1269. There is one convent of
females which might almost have put Boccaccio to
the blush.2 Nepotism became at once the strength
and the infirmity, the glory and shame, of the Papacy.
This is not different at this hour. In one of our cities,
as terrible charges are made against a late bishop as
any that were brought against the bishop of Liege.
It is painful to reflect at how early a period unscrip-
tural notions in relation to celibacy and marriage
began to prevail among the professed followers of
Christ. These unscriptural opinions were owing in
part to the superstitious notions which began to pre-
vail at a very early period, in relation to the influence

1 Milman : Latin Christianity, vol. v. p. 232.

2 The same, vol. viii. pp. 168, 169
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of malignant demons. - It was the general opinion
that married men were more under their influence
than celibates. The natural consequence was, unmar-
ried men were regarded as far more suitable for the
office of the sacred ministry than such as had con-
il tracted the defilement of matrimony.

Clement of Alexandria

Il protested against this shocking fanaticism, poirting
| it out as a characteristic of Antichrist, and of the
apostasy of the latter days, that there should be
! those who would forbid to marry, and command to
| abstain from meats. “What!” says he, “may not
self-command be preserved under the conditions of
married life? May not marriage be used, and yet con-
tinence be respected, without our attempting to sever
that which the Lord hath joined? God allows every
man, whether he be bishop, priest, or deacon, to be the
husband of one wife, and to use matrimony, and not be
liable to censure.”

The Fight in England

was terrific. In 960 the former Abbot of Glaston-
bury was made Archbishop of Canterbury, and, as-
sured of the favor of King Edgar, prepared to exe-
cute the grand design which he had long meditated,
— of compelling the secular canons to put away their
wives, and become monks; or of driving them out,
and introducing Benedictine monks in their room.
With this view he procured the promotion of his
Intimate friend, Oswald, to the See of Worcester, and
of Ethelwald to that of Winchester, —two prelates
who were themselves monks, and animated with the
most ardent zeal for the advancement of their order.
The trio of bishops, the great champions of the monks,
and enemies of the married clergy, now proceeded by
every possible method of fraud or force, to drive the
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married clergy out of all the monasteries, or compel
them to put away their wives and children. Rather
than consent to the latter, by far the greatest num-
ber chose to become beggars and vagabonds, for
‘which the monkish historlan gave them the most
opprobrious of names. To countenance these cruel
and tyrannical proceedings, Dunstan and his asso-
ciates held up the married clergy as monsters of
wickedness for cohabiting with their wives, magnified
celibacy as the only state becoming the sanctity of
the sacerdotal office,and propagated a thousand lies
of miracles and visions to its honor. In 969 a com-
mission was granted to expel the married canons out
of all the cathedrals and larger monasteries. = At this
time King Edgar made a flaming speech, in which he
thus addressed Dunstan: “I know, O holy father
Dunstan! that you have not encouraged these crim-
inal practices of the clergy. You have reasoned,
.entreated, threatened. From words it is now time
to come to blows. All the power of the crown is at
your command. Strike boldly; drive these irregular
livers out of the Church of Christ, and introduce
others who will live according to rule.” “And yet
this furious champion for chastity had, some time
before the delivery of this harangue, ravished a nun,
a young lady of noble birth and great beauty, at
which his holy father confessor was so much offended,
that he enjoined him, by way of penance, not to wear
his crown for seven years; to build a nunnery, and
to persecute the married clergy with all his might, —
a strange way of making atonement for his own lib-
ertinism, by depriving others of their natural rights
and liberties.” !

The History of Clerical Celibacy

may be divided into two periods. The one begins
with the edict of- Siricius in 885, and ends at the

1 Dowling’é History of Romanism, p. 235.
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fl popedom of Gregory. The other commences with
il the papacy of Gregory, and continues until the pres-
il ent time.

It will be noticed that celibacy produces contam-
ination and pollution. The very effort to abstain
from it produces a morbid feeling which absorbs the
il thought, and inflames the passions. Hence the dif-
| ference in the appearance of priests of Rome and

il ministers of Christ. In the confessional, in the con-

vent, and in the home, a priest is a conspirator
against virtue, and the ally of all that is debasing.
Hence priests should wed. In Milan, Italy, the. bat-
ll tle was even more fierce than in England. Ambrose
fl led in it. He was respected by all, and lovéd by the
!l majority, of priests and people. The priests, as a
| rule, stood with him, and resisted to the death the
| decree commanding them to break up their homes,
i and permit their wives to be called harlots and their
children bastards. Because of this fact, the clergy
of that famed portion of the Church held a proud
® place in the regard of mankind.
It would be well if the laity of the Roman-Catholic
Church would turn their attention to that page of
history. They would behold the benefits resulting
from the marriage of the priesthood. The men of
the Roman-Catholic Church owe it to themselves, to
their position as the God-appointed head of the home,
to see to it that the-.command, *“ Let no one come be-
t\W{een husband and wife,” be obeyed, and that the
priest who has crept into the home, and held posses-
sion of the secrets of the household, be shut out from
the sanctuary of the affections.

Edgar, in his « Variations of Popery,” uncovers the
dark and the dirty side of the celibacy of the clergy.
He says, « The celibacy of the clergy has for a long

series of time been established in the Romish com-

munion. . The bishop, the priest, and the deacon are,
In the popish theology, forbid to marry. This con-

nection is indeed allowed to the laity. The institu- .
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tion in the system of Catholicism is accounted a
sacrament, and therefore the sign and means of grace
and holiness. The Council of Trent, in its twenty-
fourth session, declares this ceremony one of the
sacraments, by which, according to its seventh ses-
sion, all real righteousness is begun and augmented.”
But, wonderful to tell, the Council, as well as the
Catechism, prescribes, in sheer inconsistency, a renun-
ciation of an institution which conveys true sanctity,
as a necessary qualification for the priesthood.

The advocates of Romanism, however, vary on the
decision of the question whether this celibacy be a
divine, or human, or even useful, injunction. One
party in the popish community account the inter-
diction a divine appointment. 'These make the pro-
hibition a matter of faith and moral obligation, which,
unlike a question of mere discipline, neither the Pope
nor the universal Church can change or modify.
Commanded by God, and sanctioned by his almighty
fiat, no earthly power can repeal the enactment,
which, according to this system, must remain forever
without alteration. This opinion was patronized by
Jerome, Siricius, Innocent, and others. A second
party reckons the celibacy of the clergy a human §
institution. These in general esteem the prohibition
a question not of faith, but of discipline, prescribed not f§
by God, but by man, and capable of being altered, or |
even repealed, by human authority. Aquinas, Bellar-
mine, Bossuet, Du Pin, Milner, and others supported
this view.

A third party account sacerdotal celibacy not only |
unecclesiastical, inhuman, but useless and hurtful.
The opposition to the prohibition, even in the bosom |
of the Romish communion, has in every age been |
persevering and powerful. The privation has been
discountenanced by many of the ablest patrons of §
Romanism, such as Erasmus, Polydorus, Alvarus, and §
Pius. The celibacy of the clergy, says Pius the |
Second, is supported by strong reasons, but opposed |
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by stronger. The edicts of Siricius and Innocent,
by which the privation was first enforced, were
| rejected by many of the clergy. Gregory’s tyranny
§ on this topic met with decided hostility. Many
f chose to renounce the priesthood rather than submit
ll to pontifical despotism, violate their conjugal engage-
ments, or relinquish the object of their affections.

f  The German emperor and clergy supplicated Pius
§ IV. for a repeal of the enactments against sacerdotal
matrimony, and supported their petition with the
most irrefragable arguments, such as the novelty of
privation, and its dreadful consequences on morality.

Augustine, the Bavarian ambassador at Trent,
petitioned against clerical celibacy, which he declared
was not of divine right as commanded by God. His
| speech on the occasion met, éven in the Council of
Trent, with attention and even applause. The French
king and clergy at Paissy issued a similar petition to
the Pope in 1561, saying, “ Many of the popish er-
‘rors, indeed, may, in theory, be absurd as clerical
celibacy. But none in practice has been attended
with such odious and appalling effects in the demor-
alization of man.” The rankest and most disgusting
debauchery, originating in the unnatural interdiction,
has, in the Romish communion, disgraced sacerdotal
dignity, and stained the annals of civil and ecclesias-
tical history.

“The celibacy of the clergy, in all its forms, is a
variation from the Jewish theocracy delivered in the
Old Testament. The Jews countenanced neither
.celibacy nor maidenhood, and_the Jewish nation con-
tained neither unmatrimonial priests nor cloistered
nuns. The patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
were married, and had a numerous offspring. Prior
‘to Moses, the first-born of the Hebrews possessed
| both civil and ecclesiastical authority, and was prince
and priest, but was not debarred connubial enjoy-
ments. Moses, the celebrated legislator of Israel,
was married, and had a family. The holy prophets
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of Palestine, such as Noah, Joseph, Samuel, David,
Isaiah, and Ezekiel, formed this connection, and be-
came the parents of sons and daughters. The Levit-
ical priesthood were allowed the same liberty.
Matrimony among the Israelitish clergy could hardly
be called a permission, but amounted in one sense to
a command. The priesthood among the descendants
of Abraham was hereditary. The sons of the Aaron-
ical priests succeeded, in consequence of their birth-
right, to the administration of the sacerdotal fune-
tions.”! This implied marriage and children.

The Christian dispensation affords express precept
and example for the marriage of the clergy. Paul,
addressing Timothy and Titus, represents the bishop
as “the husband of one wife.” The same is said of
the deacon. Matrimony, therefore, according to the
book of God, does not disqualify for the episcopacy
or the deaconship. The inspired penman also char-
acterizes “forbidding te marry ” as the doctrine
of devils. The interdiction of the conjugal union,
according to apostolical authority, emanated not
from God, but from Satan. The prohibition, and its
effects upon the Romish clergy, are worthy of their
author. All who are acquainted with manuals of
sacerdotal celibacy reflect with disgust on an in-
stitution which in its progress has been marked with
scenes of filthiness that have disgraced ecclesiastical
history, the popish priesthood, and our common
species. “Take away honorable wedlock,” says
Bernard, «and you will fillthe Churchwith fornication,
incest, sodomy, and all pollution.” Erasmus, who was
well acquainted with its effects, compared it to a
pestilence. These authors have drawn the evil with
the pencil of truth, and emblazoned the canvas with
a picture taken from life. The apostles have left
exainples as well as precepts in favor of matrimony.
All the apostles, says Ambrosius, except Paul and
John, were married. The Saviour healed the mother

1 Edgar’s Variations of Popery, p. 528.
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of Peter’s wife, the pretended vicegerent of heaven.
Tradition favors the marriage of the clergy. The
interdiction of sacerdotal matrimony is unknown
to the oldest monuments of the Church, the mould-
ering fragments of Christian antiquity, and the
primeval records of ecclesiastical history. No ves.
tige of the prohibition is to be found in the long
lapse of three hundred years after the era of redemp-
tion. Clemens, the catechist of Alexandria, says,
“God allows every man, whether priest, deacon, or
layman, to be the husband of one wife, and to use
matrimony without reprehension. What can the
enemy of matrimony say against procreation when it
is permitted to a bishop, who ruleth well his own
house, and who governs the church?”

Origen abstained from matrimony, and used a
remedy in his own person, contrary to all law human
and divine.

“The fifth apostolical canon pronounces excom-
munication, and, in case of contumacy, deposition,
against the bishop, priest, or deacon, who, under pre-
text of religion, puts away his wife.”

Because of the march of superstition, celibacy
obtained in the West, though always rejected in East-
ern Christendom. Clerical celibacy is the child not
of religion or Christianity, but of superstition and
policy. Its votaries in every age have, by an affected
singularity and ascetic contempt of pleasure, con-
tinued to attract the eye of superstition, deceive
themselves, or amuse a silly world. Austerity of
life, and abstinence from lawful as well as unlawful
gratifications, the heathen accounted the summit
of perfection. The Romans, though their Pontifex
Maximus was a married man, had their vestal virgins
who possessed extraordinary influence and immu-
nity. The admiration of virginity began at an early
period in Christianity. The reason of this arose
from the difficulty of abstinence. Virginity, Jerome
admits, «is difficult, and therefore rare.”
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“ The monk of Palestine was a living example of
this difficulty. Sitting, the companion of scorpions,
in a frightful solitude, parched with the rays of the
sun, clothed -in sackcloth, pale with fasting, and
quenching his thirst only from the cold spring ; the
saint, in his own confession, wept and groaned while
his blood boiled with the flames of licentiousness.
Bernard prescribes fasting as a necessary remedy for
the wantonness of the flesh and the inflammation of
the blood. Chrysostom makes similar concessions

of difficulty. The passion, indeed, which prompts-

the matrimonial union, being necessary for the con-
tinuation of the species, has by the Creator been
deeply planted in the breast, and forms an essential
part of the constitution. The prohibition is high
treason against the laws of God, and open rebellion
against the springtide of human nature, and the
full flow of human affection. An attempt, therefore,
to stem the irresistible current, must ever recoil with
tremendous effect on its authors. But the affecta-
tion of singularity, the show of sanctity, and the
profession of extraordinary attainments, which out-
rage the sentiments of nature, will, like Phaéton’s

| attempt to drive the chariot of the sun, attract the

gaze of the spectator, gain the applause of super-
stition, and figure in the annals of the world.”

“ Jerome and Chrysostom say that continency may
always be obtained by prayer. Others, to counteract
the movements of the flesh, cased the body in steel,
put on sackecloth, ran to the mountains, spent night
and day in fasting, vigils, and in all the rigor of
severity. Shunning the company of women, the
whole sex were forbidden access to their solitary
retreat. All this self-mortification, however, could
scarcely allay the rebellion of their blood. ”

The difficulty of continence, if reports may be
credited, was not peculiar to Chrysostom’s day.
Succeeding saints felt the arduousness of the mighty
attempt.
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« The seraphic Francis, the father of the Francis-
cans, who lived in the thirteenth century, though
devoted to chastity, and brimful of the spirit, was, it
seems, sometimes troubled with the movements of
the flesh. An enemy that wrought within was diffi-
cult to keep in subjection. His saintship, on these
occasions, adopted an effectual way of cooling this
internal flame, and allaying the carnal conflict. He
stood in winter to the neck in a pit full of icy water.
One day, being attacked in an extraordinary manner
it by the demon of sensuality, he stripped naked, and
fl belabored his importunate back with a disciplinarian
I| whip; and then, leaving his cell, he buried his body,
|| naked as he was, in a deep wreath of snow. The

it cold bath, the knotted thong, and the snowy bed

were necessary for discharging the superabundant
caloric of his saintship’s constitution.””! This was
! when resistance was the rule. Now there is indul-
gence and prostitution.

“ Godric, an English hermit, was troubled with the
same complaint, and had recourse to the same remedy.
He was a native of Norfolk, had visited Jerusalem,
wept over the sacred sepulchre, and kissed, in holy
devotion, the tomb of Emmanuel and the monument
of redemption. He lived on the banks of the Werus,
and was the companion of the bear and the scorpion,
which were gentle and obliging to the man of God.
| But he had to contend, even #h his solitude, with
Il temptation. Satan, assuming the form of a lion or

a wolf, endeavored to allure him from his duty.
These outward trials, however, were nothing com-
pared with the inward conflicts arising from the fer-
ment of concupiscence and ‘the lusts of the flesh.’
He counteracted the rebellion of his blood, however,
by the rigor of discipline. The cold earth was his
{ only bed; and a stone, which he placed under his
| head, was his nightly pillow. The herb of the field
il and the water of the spring were his meat and drink,

' 1 Edgar’s Variations of Popery, p. 535.
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which he used only when compelled by the assaults
of hunger and thirst. Clothed in haircloth, he spent
his days in tears and fasting. The hermit, with these
applications in keeping the body under, used a suffi-
ciently cooling regimen. During the wintry frost
and snow, he immersed himself in the stream of
Werus, where, pouring forth prayers and tears, he §
offered himself a living victim to God. The flesh,
it is likely, after this nightly dip, was discharged of
all unnecessary heat, and became duly cool. But the
Devil, it seems, played some pranks on the hermit,
while he was enjoying the cold bath, and freezing his |
body for the good of his soul. Satan sometimes ran
away with Godric’s clothes, which were on the banks.
But Godric terrified Beelzebub with shouts, so that, [
affrighted, he dropped his haircloth garment and |
fled.” 1

Ulric’s history is of a similar kind. He was born
near Bristol, and fought the enemies of the human
race for twenty years. He was visited, notwith-
standing, with the demon of licentiousness. He
fought the demon by the cold bath, and fasted till
his skin was the only remaining covering of his
bones. He nightly descended into a vessel filled
with freezing water, and during the hours of dark-
ness continued, in this comfortable place, which con-
stituted his headquarters, to sing the Psalms of David.

“Thomas Aquinas, the Angelic Doctor, required
angelic aid to counteract the natural disposition of
“the mind, or rather of the flesh. He was born of a
nobls family, and enjoyed the benefit of a Parisian
education. His friends opposed, but in vain, his
resolution of immuring himself in the retreats of
monkery. He resisted their attempts with signal [f
success, though it seems not always with spiritual [§
weapons. He chased one woman, who opposed his
resolution, with a firebrand. ¢The blessed youth,’
says the Roman Breviary, ¢ praying on bended knees

1 Edgar’s Variations of Popery, p. 536.
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before the cross, was seized with sleep, and seemed,
through a dream, to undergo a constriction of a cer-
tain part by angels, and lost from that time forward
all sense of concupiscence.”! His angelic saintship’s
natural propensity required supernatural power to
restrain its fury. The grasp of angels was necessary
to allay his carnality, and confer continence.

“ Benedict, in his necessity, had recourse to a
pointed remedy. This saint, like Aquinas, was born
of a noble family. He was educated at Rome, and
devoted himself wholly to religion or rather to super-
stition. He lived three years in a deep cave, and in
his retreat wrought many miracles. ¢He knocked
the Devil out of one monk with a blow of his fist,
and out of another with the lash of his whip.’ But
Satan, actuated by malice, and envious of human hap-
piness, appeared to Benedict in the form of a black
bird, and renewed in his heart the image of a woman
whom he had seen at Rome. The Devil in this mat-
ter rekindled the torch of passion, and excited such
a conflagration in the flesh, that the saint nearly
yielded to the temptation. But he soon, according
to Mabillon, discovered a remedy. Having undressed
himself, he rolled his naked body on nettles and
i thorns, till the lacerated carcass through pain lost
ll all sense of pleasure. The father of the Benedict-
il ines, it appears, had his own difficulty in attempting
to allay the ferment of the flesh.” 2

“ An Irish priest actuated by a carnal propensity had
recourse to a different remedy. The holy man lived
near St. Patrick’s purgatory in Ireland, and spent his
days in official duty and in works of charity. Rising
early each morning, he walked round the adjoining
cemetery, and preferred his orisons for those whose
mortal remains there mouldered in the clay, and
mingled with their kindred dust. His devotion did
not place him beyond the reach of temptation. Satan,
envying his happiness, and hating his sanctity, tempted

1 The same, p. 537. 2 The same, p. 537,
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the priest in the form of a beautiful girl. He was
near yielding to the allurement. He led the tempter
into his bed-chamber; when, recollecting himself, he
resolved to prevent the sinful gratification for the
present and in futurity. He seized a scalpellum, and
adopting, like Origen, the remedy of amputation, he
incapacitated himself for such sensuality in time to

{ come. Adhelm, bishop of Sherburn, had two ways

of subduing the insurrections of the flesh. One con-
sisted in remaining, during the winter, in a river
which ran past his monastery. He continued for
nights immersed in this stream, regardless of the icy
cold. The frosty bath stopped the ebullition of his
rebellious blood. The other remedy seems to have
been rather a dangerous experiment. When the
pulse began to beat high, his saintship called for a
fair virgin, who lay in his bed till he sung the whole
order of the Psalms, and overcame by this means the f
paroxysm of passion. The sacred music and this |
beautiful maid, who notwithstanding her virginity §
was very accommodating, soothed the irritation of
the flesh, and castigated the oscillations of the pulse,
till it beat with philosophical precision and Christian
regularity.” ! '

A secend reason for the preference of virginity
arose from the supposed pollution of matrimony.
Some have represented marriage as a means of purity, [i
and some of pollution. Clemens, Augustine, Chry- §
sostom, Calmet, and others speak of matrimony as an
institution of holiness, sanctity, honor, and utility.
The Council of Gangra anathematized all who should
reproach wedlock, and this sentence has been incor-
porated into the canon law. Others have represented
the popish sacrament, especially in the clergy, as an
appointment of pollution and degradation.

Origen reckoned conjugal intercourse inconsistent
with the presence of the Holy Spirit. ' Jerome, if
possible, surpassed Origen in bitterness. Marriage,

1 Variations of Popery, p. 538.
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according to this casuist, effeminates the manly mind.
“ A man, says the monk, cannot pray unless hé refrain
from conjugal enjoyments.” !

“These theologians on this topic entertained the
grossest conceptions. Their own filthy ideas rose
no higher than the gratification of the mere animal
passion, unconnected with refinement or delicacy.
Their views on this subject were detached from all
the comminglings of the understanding and the heart,
and from all endearments of father, mother, and
child. Their minds turned only on scenes of gross
sensuality, unallied to any moral or sentimental feel-
ing, and insulated from all the reciprocations of
friendship or affection. Celibacy and virginity which
were unassociated with their carnal gratifications,
and which affected a superiority to their allurements,
became, with persons of this disposition, the ob_]ectb
of admiration ” (p. 540).

* Matrimony, however, though it were gross as the
conceptions of these authors, is far purer than their
language. The sentiments and phraseology of the
Roman saints on virginity are in point of obscenity
beyond all competition.” ¢ These saints must have
had a practical acquaintance with the subject, to
which they have done so much justice in description.

Speculation, without practice, would never have made

them such adepts. Their sanctified contamination is
so perfect in its kind, that it could not be the off-
spring of mere theory without action.” This charge
against their saintships may be substantiated by
many quotations from their works, which, however,
for the sake of decency is left in the obscurity of the
original Greek and Latin, where it may stay. “The
diction as well as the ideas of Chrysostom, Jerome,
Augustine, and Basil, would call the burning blush of
shame into the cheek of a Juvenal, a Horace, or an
Ovid.” 2

“Dens in modern times has outrun Basil and all the

1 Variations of Popery, p. 539. 2 Ibid., p. 540.
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saints of antiquity on the stadium of nastiness. His
Theology, in which contamination lives and breathes,

B is a treasury of filthiness which can never be sur-

8 passed. He has shown an unrivalled genius for im-
purity ; and future discovery can, in this department
of learning, never eclipse his glory, nor deprive this
precious divine of his well-earned fame and merited
immortality. The philosophy of Newton has been
improved. His astronomy, notwithstanding its grand-
eur, has received many accessions from other discov-
erers. But the sublimated obscenity of Dens, finished
§ in its kind, admits of no advancement or progression.
@8 This doctor does not bear his blushing honors alone.

il The popish prelacy of America, by adopting his re-

| fined speculations to promote the education of the

i priesthood, share in his triumphs; and the inferior

clergy, who are doomed to study his divinity, will no
doubt manifest the value of his system by the supe-
riority of their theological and holy attainments.” !

“ A third reason for the injunction of sacerdotal celi-
bacy arose from pontifical policy. Cardinal Rodolf,

arguing in a Roman consistory in favor of clerical |

celibacy, affirmed that the priesthood, if allowed to
I marry, would transfer their attachment from the

Pope to their family and prince; and this would |

tend to the injury of the ecclesiastical community.

The holy see, the cardinal alleged, would by this |

means be soon limited to the Roman city. The

Transalpine party in the Council of Trent used the |
same argument. The introduction of priestly matri- |

mony, this faction urged, would sever the clergy from
their close dependence on the popedom, and turn their
affections to their family, and consequently to their
king and country. Marriage connects men with
their sovereign and with the land of their nativity.

Celibacy, on the contrary, transfers the attention of |

the clergy from his Majesty and the state, to his Holi-
ness and the Church. The man who has a wife and

1 Variations of Popery, p. 541.




HISTORY OF THE FIGHT WITH CELIBACY. 61

children is bound by conjugal and paternal attach-
ment to his country, and feels the warmest glow of
parental love, mingled with the flame of patriotism.
His interests and affections are intwined with the
honor and prosperity of his native land; and this, in
consequence, he will prefer to the aggrandizement of
the Romish hierarchy or the grandeur of the Roman
pontiff. The dearest objects of his heart are em-
braced in the soil that gave them birth, the people
among whom they live, and the government that
affords them protection.”

« Celibacy, on the contrary, precludes all these en-
gagements, and directs the undivided affection of the
priesthood to the Church and its ecclesiastical sove-
reign. The clergy become dependent on the Pope
rather than on their ruler, and endeavor to promote
the prosperity of the papacy rather than their coun-
try. Such are not linked with the state by an off-
spring whose happiness is involved in the prosperity
of the nation. Gregory VII., accordingly, the great
enemy of kings, was the distinguished patron of sa-
cerdotal celibacy. He succeeded, to a great extent, in
the suppression of priestly marriage. He summoned
a council, and issued ‘canons, separating the married
clergy from their partners, and forbidding the ordi-
nation of any who would not vow perpetual conti-
nence. He prohibited the laity from hearing mass
when celebrated by a married priest. These enact-
ments he enforced with his usual obstinacy and with
his usual success. The laity seconded his efforts, and
refused the communion and baptism from the married
clergy.” 1 -

Such, in brief, is the history of celibacy as recorded
by different ecclesiastical historians. Celibacy is the
Devil’s own, and will hold its place until he is beaten
and broken by the power of God. The effect on the
clergy was terrible. The law ran counter to the
tide of human nature and to the stream of human

1 Variations of Popery, p. 542,
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affection. The clergy, in many instances, resisted
the mandate ; and the exaction of obedience became §
a difficult task. A variety of plans were invented |
to evade or violate its severity. One variety took
the name of

« Domesticism.”

«This consisted in keeping female inmates in the
dwellings of the priests. These were women devoted
in profession, though not by vow, to virginity. Their
ostensible duty was to superintend the domestic con-
cerns of the house. The clergy enjoyed their soci-
ety, while these maidens in return shared the clergy’s
bed and board. Forbidden to marry, they converted
their homes into brothels. Cyprian, Jerome, and
Chrysostom depicted the cohabitation of these holy
domestics with a bold but faithful pencil. Cyprian
mentions in language of strong condemnation their
domestic familiarity by day, and their occupation of
the same bed at night. The adultery and fornication
of the clergy degenerated, in many instances, into
incest and other abominations of the grossest kind.
Some priests, according to the Council of Mentz in
i 888, had ‘sons by their own sisters” The Council
§ of Nicea and some other of a later date, through fear
of scandal, deprived the clergy of all female com-
pany, except a mother, a sister, or an aunt. It did
no good. The means intended for prevention were
the occasion of more accumulated scandal and more
heinous criminality. The interdiction was the intro-
duction to incestuous and unnatural prostitution.” !

Is there a reason to suppose that this state of
things does not now exist? Recently, at a dinner
given after the funeral of a priest had been attended,
some one hundred priests were present. The caterer
was a Baptist. He said that after the wine began
to flow, their conversation became so filthy that the
waiting-girls were shocked ; and the brutes revelled

1 Variations of Popery, p. 553,
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in tales of what they enjoyed with the domestics in
their homes, offering to share their pleasures, like
! brute beasts, with their fellows; and this in America,
the land of the free.

« Concubinage

was another mode of evading the canons. This was
a natural result of the unnatural regulations against
wedlock. The accounts on this subject, transmitted
by the historians of these times, are appalling. Prof-
ligacy prevailed among the clergy, who practised all
kinds of lewdness. Atto declares that the clergy
kept filthy harlots in their houses. These, in a
public .manner, bedded and boarded with their conse-
crated paramours. Fascinated with their wanton
allurements, the abandoned clergy conferred on the
partners of their guilt the superintendence of their
family and all their domestic concerns. These
courtesans, during the lives of their companions in
iniquity, managed their households; and at their
death inherited their property. The ecclesiastical
alms and revenues in this manuner descended to the
accomplices of vile prostitution. The hirelings of
pollution were adorned, the Church wasted, and
the poor oppressed, by men who professed to be the
patrons of purity, the guardians of truth, and the
protectors of the wretched and the needy. Damian
represents the guilty mistress confessing to the
guilty priest. This presented another absurdity,
and an aggravation of the crime. The formality of
_confessing what the father confessor knew, and re-
ceiving forgiveness from a partner in sin, was an
insult to common-sense, and presented one of the
many ridiculous scenes which have been exhibited
on the theatre of the world. Confession and abso-
lution in this way were, after all, very convenient.
The fair penitent had not far to go for pardon,
nor for an opportunity of repeating the fault which
might qualify her for another course of confession




04 WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED.

and remission. Her spiritual father could spare her
blushes, and his memory could supply any defi-
ciency of recollection in the enumeration of her sins.
A minute recapitulation of time, place, and other
circumstantial trifles, would be unnecessary. The
rehearsal of the delicious sin might, to both, be very
amusing. The sacrament of confession, in this man-
ner, would be recalling the transaction to mind,
become very edifying, and afford a renewal of this
enjoyment. The confessor, in the penance which
he prescribed on these occasions, exemplified the
virtues of compassion and charity. Christian com-
miseration and sympathy took the place of rigor and
strictness. The holy father, indeed, could not be
severe on so dear a friend ; and the lady could not
refuse to be kind again to such an indulgent father.” !

This language, so descriptive of what is horrid,
and yet so insensible to the sin and wickedness of
the transactions chronicled, proves the hopelessness
of the attempt to reform Romanism. In the estima-
tion of the writers it is little more than a caricature

of Christianity, at variance with morality, destruc-

tive of piety, a sink of iniquity, a barrier to progress,
and the foe of all that is elevating and ennobling in
literature, in art, or religion.

“A third variety for the evasion of the canonical
interdiction was clandestine or avowed matrimony.
Some of the priests, though they could ill afford it,
wished to keep a conscience. These, of course, would
shudder at the commission of fornication or adultery,
and had recourse, therefore, to the honorable institu-
tion of heaven for the prevention of such pollution.
These, intrenched behind the authority of God, with-

stood the commandments of men. The number of |

these continued to increase, in opposition to the de-
cretals of the popes, the canons of councils, and the
prepossessions of the people.” 2
Such was the state of clerical matrimony at the
1 Variations of Popery, p. 556. 2 p. 556.
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accession of Hildebrand to the popedom in 1073.
He determined to destroy clerical marriage, let come
what might to morality, to virtue, to domestic hap-
piness. The fight was very bitter while it lasted.
Its influence is still felt.

At this point a fact might be stated which throws
light upon the possibilities within reach of Romanists.
| *A married priest is living in this country, identified

with the Roman-Catholic Church. His name is Rev.
John Wolanski, a Ruthenian or Greek of Little
Russia; a Maronite, admitted to the Romish com-
munion by the bull of Pope Benedict XIV. in 1741.
So it comes to pass, that even the popes recognize a
married clergy, and Greek rites, and the service in
vulgar tongues, as quite consistent with the unity
of the Roman communion.

“ Why, then,” asks Bishop A. Cleveland Coxe,!
in his article on *“The Model Roman Catholics,”
“why, then, do the bolder spirits in America, who
are attached to the Papacy, but who also wish to be
Americans, fail to see their opportunity ? If Edward
McGlynn, D.D., would leave his land theories to lay-
men, and devote his abilities and energies to exacting
of the Roman court in behalf of Roman Catholics here,
what the Pope concedes to them in Lithuania, he
would perform a work worthy of a lifetime, and would
be entirely consistent with his professions as a priest.
He would emancipate hundreds of his brethren, and
would entitle himself to the everlasting gratitude of
those who, like him, adhere to the Papacy, but are
equally determined to be true Americans. He would
soon find, as did the Maronites, that the court of
Rome, with all its ¢ great swelling words,” will exhibit
only abject submission and servility when once -
boldly confronted by those who know their rights,
and dare to maintain them. Among those rights,
he ought to know, that, with the Anglo-Saxon fore-
fathers, it was a sacred principle that not even eccle-

1 Independent, Oct. 20, 1887,
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siastics should be summoned out of their own
country to answer for alleged offences, even those
strictly religious and not political. And all Ameri-
cans ought to know, that, in order to make the court
of Rome omnipotent among its subjects here, the
whole body of Americans who profess the Trent
faith, as well laity as ecclesiastics, are denied the
position of a national Church, having rights under *
the canon law, and are held -as mere missions, under
the untempered despotism of a foreign principality,
administered, in the case of the parish priests, with a
degree of severity and cruelty which they keenly
feel, but dare not resent.” : \

“ The spirit of Rome is seen in the fight waged |t
with Wolanski. When he arrived in Philadelphia,
he called at the cathedral, then in charge of Vicar-
general Walsh, with whom he had an interview.
This interview was abruptly broken off when the
Vicar learned that his priestly visitor was a married

received much the same sort of reception from the
priests. Alas, how little they care for the Scrip-

has a daughter now connected with a scandal. He ||
was for years the bosom friend of Pio Nono. His |
better half was not a wife; and that entitled him to
daily fellowship with the Pope, and to give new
dogmas in his name to the universe.” It is so here.
Father Wolanski might have had a woman not his
wife, and been welcomed to the cathedral palace. §
Obey God, and Rome shuts the door in your face. i
Disobey God, and the door stands wide open for pro- |
motion. : )

Cardinal Gibbons and other prelates are invited to ||
consider how the Papal bull of 1741 conflicts with J
the practices of the Church at this hour. Where is
the unity, then? Let Roman ecclesiastics demand the
same proprieties of life to be conceded to them as
Americans, which are guaranteed to these Russians f§

man, and had his wife with him. In Shenandoah he {|

tures! Cardinal Antonelli, if he did not have a wife, {j
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and Hungarians. -If not, by what rule of consistency |
is the right refused ? Rev. E. H. Walsh, once a Trap-
pist monk in the monastery of Bardstown, Ky., says:
“I have been as thrilled and electrified by the
revelations in ¢ Why Priests Should Wed,” as any
one in the land. Frequently, in the past, I have
thought within myself, in regard to these vile priestly &
doings, ¢ Are they going to be covered forever, be- |
cause, for some reason or other, men will not dare {§
expose the perfidy and criminality of .ecclesiastics §
who are in high places, and are unscrupulous in the
means employed to defeat the ends of those they |
hate? I am thankful to God that there is somebody
who possesses the courage to tell the world what 1s [
being done in these sinks of iniquity, under the cloak
of religion, and in the name of Christ. In the city of
[l Boston are men who violate their solemn vows with
fll impunity. I have been in pastors’ houses where the [
curates protested against their having women in their
private parlors at the most unseasonable hours; and
I have known priests to spend Sundays card-playing |
il and drinking, in the company of young women, who |
ll varied the monotony, by way of penance imposed by |

some holy father on his confreres, with a period of [§
osculation, which was passed around the circle. My &

own family, when I returned from Kentucky to
this city, —not knowing that I was disaffected, —
flung in my face the profligate lives of priests who
visited hotels in their control, in company with young
girls whom they introduced as their sisters, and run
[ up large bills for turkey-suppers and champagne,
l| remaining until the small hours of the morning.

“ And when they reasoned with me afterwards in
New York to induce me to come back again to the
fold of Rome, I said, ¢ Do you want me to confess my
sins to such men as those who spent nights in your
hotel in the society of harlots? Would you have me
even associate with such men as Father , who has
had the unblushing boldness to have females in his
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house (under the very eye of his curates) whose
characters were of the most questionable sort? Tell
me a single priest of your acquaintance into whose
charge I would commit my soul: those who have
been drunk in your office and house, and of whom
such unsavory things are reported?” Alongside of
our monastery was an institution which one of our
monks flercely denounced on one occasion to a visit-
ing prelate as a ¢ devilish place’ that ought to be torn
down; and when the immorality of the inmates
became a settled fact, these saintly prostitutes who
lived in the closest intimacy with the Trappist celi-
bates (the Rt. Rev. father in God, the abbot, being
the principal and most conspicuous actor in this vile
drama) were turned adrift, which resulted in draw-
ing from the coffers of the monks ten thousand
dollars for hush-money. The superioress of this
so-called nunnery was the wife of a man who was in
the Kentucky Penitentiary, and the girls were largely
off the public streets of Louisville. Who will ever
tell the fiendish transactions of that place, by these
monsters of iniquity, the many innocent lives that
were taken to hide the sin of celibates, and cover
the shame of women, who, under the hideous mask
of piety and chastity, committed the foulest sins, and
degraded utterly their womanhood? Many things
came out in the conflict between abbot and bishop,
that Romanists wished had never seen the light of
day. The bishop was accused of wrong-doing in
the same line that the abbot and some of the monks
were exposed for, and crimination and recrimination
between priest and monk seemed to be the order of
the day; for when rogues and hypocrites fell out,
the truth was uncovered, and facts that filled the
Papists with horror were as numerous as stars of a
wintry night.”

«“It is a fact, that some of the best priests that ever
officiated at Romish altars were known to have their
own wives and children, though on the sly; and it
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is also a fact that the most profligate and vile among
them are the loudest in their hypocritical professions
of chastity and celibacy.”

“The St. Louis Republican” of June 20, 1887,
printed a letter from Bishop Hogan of the Catholic
| diocese of St. Joseph, Mo., which was brought out in
| court, and was never intended for publication; but
it reveals a sad state of affairs.

The bishop appointed a German priest over an
Irish congregation. This gave so great offence to
some parties, that the letter in question was written
in self-defence. His defence is, that the priests of his
diocese were such a drunken lot that he was com-
| pelled to supply the parish as he did. He then gives
il a list by name of twenty-two priests, that were re- §
I ceived into the diocese from 1869 to 1876, whom he |
was compelled to dismiss on account of immorality,
especially drunkenness. Some of them are described
as “constantly drunk;” one is “now going round |
from city to city a drunken wreck.” So disgraceful §
ll was the state of affairs, that he was compelled at
il last to “turn over a new leaf.” He says, —

.« The constant, shameful, public and sacrilegious
il drunkenness of the last three mentioned priests, who

Il were by my side at the cathedral, determined me to

wipe them and their kind out of my jurisdiction.
Herbert, after repeated drunkenness, went into a
spree for a week in my house; was in the house,
| broke out at night, got into a house of disreputable
| women in his drunkenness, and was thrown out into
it the street, picked up drunk, recognized, and taken into
a house and made sober, and put into a carriage and
taken to my house. That evening, Galvin and Kiley
were told by me to prepare for the proper celebration
| of the feast of the patronage of St. Joseph for Easter
| Sunday. On Saturday night the staid up all night,
drinking, carousing, and shouting. Kiley fell down,
il Llackened and almost broke his face in falling. Of
| course the two sacrilegious priests said mass the next




70 WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED.

day; and Kiley went into the pulpit, and preached,
with his blackened and bruised face, to the people of
the cathedral. This was on the feast of the patron
of the diocese, and of the universal church. It was
time for me to begin a reformation.” ‘

The bishop began to purge his diocese, and of |
course met with resistance from the drunken priests
and their friends. But what a revelation of the
secrets of a diocese this is!

Let every American insist upon a married priest-
hood, and for a pure Christian home rule. Let the
husband become the head of the home, with no
shadow of a priest coming between him and his
household, and the cloud that darkens the path of
Romanists will be chased away, and millions will
find their way back to the halcyon days of Ambrose,
before the shadow of the iron sceptre of Hildebrand
darkened the world. Then confidence shall take the
place of suspicion, and the priesthood of the Romish
Church shall join with the ministry of evangelical
denominations in seeking an ennobling civilization
for the land we love, and the God we serve.
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CHAPTER 1V.
THE PRIEST AND THE CONFESSIONAL.

il «TaroucH the confessional, an unfathomable
| abyss has been dug by the Church of Rome between

i the heart of the wife and the husband. The con-

fessor is the master, the ruler, the king of the soul:
| the husband, as the graveyard-keeper, must be satis-
Il fied with the corpse.”

il «Inthe Church of Rome it is utterly impossible
i that the’ husband should bLe one with the wife, and
| that the wife should be one with the husbhand. A
! monstrous-being has been put between them both,
called the confessor. Born in the darkest ages of the
world, that being has received from hell his mission.
to destroy and contaminate the purest joys of the
married life,—to enslave the wife, to outrage the
husband, and to cheat the world. The more auric-
ular confession is practised, the more the laws of
public and private morality are trampled under
foot.”!

It is recorded that the anaconda takes its victim
to its place of retreat, covers it with slime, and then
swallows it. “I now declare, most solemnly and
sincerely, that after living twenty-five years in full
communion with the Roman-Catholic Church, and
officiating as a Romish priest, hearing confessions
and confessing myself, I know not another reptile in §
all animal nature so much to be shunned and loathed

10,1 Priest, Woman, and the Confessional, by Father Chiniquy, p.
-y
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and dreaded by females, both married and single, as
a Roman-Catholic priest or bishop who practises the
degrading and demoralizing office of auricular con-
fession. Auricular confession is nothing but a sys-
tematic preparation for the ruin of the soul of the
guileless and guiltless scholar.” So said William
Hogan.! «Let me,” said this converted priest, “give
American Protestant mothers just a twilight glance
at the questions which a Romish priest asks those
females who go to confession to him, and they will
become convinced that there is no poetry in what
I say

“ Flrst let the reader bring before the mind a pic-
ture of a young lady between the age of from twelve
to twenty, on her knees, with her lips nearly close
pressed to the cheeks of the priest, who, in all proba-
bility, is not over twenty-five or thirty years of age. }
Let it be remembered that the young priests are, as a ||
rule, extremely zealous in the discharge of tﬁ’élr sacer- |
dotal duties, especially in hearing confessions, which }
all Roman Catholics are bound to make under pain
of eternal damnation. When priest and penitent |
are placed in the above attitude, let us suppose
the following conversation taking place between
them : —

« CONFESSOR. What sins have you committed ?

« PENITENT. I don’t know any, sir.

“CoN. Are you sure you did nothing wrong ?
Examine yourself well.

“PEN. Yes; I do recollect that I did wrong: I
made faces at school at Lucy A.

“Cox~. Nothing else?

“PEN. Yes; I told mother that I hated Lucy A.,
and that she was an ugly thing.

“ CoN. (scarcely able to suppress a smile in finding
the girl so innocent). Have you had any immodest
thoughts?

“Pex. What is that, sir?

1 Hogan’s Auricular Confession, p. 32.
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«CoN. Have you been thinking about men?

“PEN. Why, yes, sir.

«CoN. Are you fond of any of them?

«PEN. Why, yes! I like cousin A. or R. greatly.

“«CoxN. Did you ever like mu——

«PgN. Oh, no!

«Con. How long did these thoughts about him
continue ?

“«PEN. Not very long.

«Con. Had you these thoughts by day or by |
night? ’ ‘

“ PEN. By — :
|l «In this strain does this reptile confessor proceed,
|| till his half-gained prey is filled with ideas and
il thoughts to which she has been hitherto a stranger.
il He tells her that she must come to-morrow. She
accordingly comes, and he gives another tivist to the |
il screw which he has now firmly fixed upon the soul §
Il and body of his penitent. Day after day, week after §
il week, and month after month does this hapless girl &
I come to confession, until this wretch has worked up
| her passions to a tension almost snapping, and then §

process by which a Romish confessor debauches
his vietims in the confessional; but if curiosity, or
any other motive, creates in the public mind a desire
to know all the particulars, I refer them to Dens’
treatise, * De Peccatis,” which is taught in Maynooth
College and elsewhere. In this, and in Antoine’s
¢ Moral Theology, they will find the obscene ques-
tions which are put by priests and bishops of the
Romish Church to all women, young and old, mar-
ried or single: and if any married man, father, or
brother will, after the perusal of these questions,
allow his wife or daughter or sister ever again to go
to confession, I will only say that his ideas of morality
are more vague and loose than those of the heathen
or the Turk.”!

1 Popish Nunneries, by William Hogan, p. 35.
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Protestants think that confession is a dread to
Romanists.  Far from it. It is, with many, a time
for love-making, for prurient scandal, for plotting
against the peace of the community. The very idea
of it is made a delight, rather than-a dread.

The Children’s Confession,

which occurs about the middle of Lent, illustrates
very truthfully the way in which Rome sweetens the
pill that is to poison the soul. -

« Notice is given to the congregation the sabbath |
before, that every father of a family may send his |
children, both boys and girls, to church, on the day |
appointed, in the afternoon. The mothers dress their |
children the best they can that day, and give them |
the offering -money for the expiation of their sins.
That afternoon is a holy day in the parish, not by
precept, but by custom; for no parishioner, either
young or old, man or woman, misseth to go and hear
the children’s confessions. For it is reckoned among |
them a greater diversion than'a comedy, as you may
judge by the following account.”

“The day appointed, the children repair to church
at three o’clock, where the priest is waiting for them |
with a long reed in his hand; and when all are to-
gether (sometimes one hundred and fifty in number, |
and sometimes less) the reverend Father placeth
them in a circle round himself, and then kneeling
down (the children also doing the same) makes the
sign of the cross, and says a short prayer. This
done, he exhorteth the children to hide no sin from
him, but to tell him all they have committed. Then i
he strikes with his reed the child whom he designs
to confess the first, and asks him the following ques- |
tions: " — <

Coxressor. “How long is it since you last con-
fessed 27 : '

Boy. <« Father, a whole year, or the last Lent.
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CoN. «And how many sins have you committed
from that time till now ?”

Boy. ¢« Two dozen.”

Now the confessor asks round about : —

CoN. «“And you?”

Boy. ¢« A thousand and ten.”

“ Another will say, ¢ A bag full of small lies, and ten
big sins;’ and so one after another answers, and tells §
many childish things.”

Con. «But pray, you say that you have committed §
ten big sins: tell me how big? ” |

Boy. « As big as a tree.”

Cox. « But tell me the sins.”

Boy. ¢« There is one sin I committed, which I dare [}
not tell your reverence before all the people; for ff
somebody here present will kill me if he heareth f
me.” - ‘

Cox. «“Well, come out of the circle, and tell it me.” |

“They both go out, and with a loud voice he tells |
him that such a day he stole a nest-full of sparrows f§
from a tree, of another boy’s, and that if he knew
it he would kill him. Then both come again into §
the circle, and the Father asks other boys and girls
so many ridiculous questions, and the children an-
swer him so many pleasant, innocent things, that the
| congregation laughs all the while. One will say
‘ that his sins are red ; another, that one of his sins is
{ white, one black, and one green ; and in these trifling §
questions they spend two hours’ time. When the
congregation is weary of laughing, the confessor
gives the children a correction, and bids them not to
| sin any more, for a black boy takes along with him
il the wicked children. Then he asks the offering, and

| after he has got all from them, gives them the

penance for their sins. To one he says, ‘I give you
for penance to eat a sweet cake;’ to another, not to
go to school the day following ; to another, to desire
his mother to buy him a new hat; and such things

as these ; and pronouncing the words of absolution, '
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he dismisseth the congregation with Amen, so be it,
every year.” 1

These are the first foundations of the Romish re-
ligion for youth. From seven to fifteen there is no
extraordinary thing, unless some girl begins at twelve
years a lewd life, and then the confessor finds busi-
ness and pleasure enough when she comes to confess.

A Private Confession of a Child

is described by Father Chiniquy.? ¢ On the sabbath
previous the priest had said,* Make your children
understand that this act of confession is one of the
most important in their lives, that for every one
of them it will decide their eternal happiness or
misery. Fathers or mothers, if through your fault or
his own your child is guilty of a bad confession, — if
§ he conceals his sins, and commences lying to the
| priest, who holds the place of God himself, — this
§ sin is often irreparable. The Devil will take posses-
W sion of his heart; he will become accustomed to lie
| to his father confessor, or rather to Jesus Christ
# of whom he is a representative. His life will be
B a series of sacrileges ; his death and eternity, those
of the reprobate. Teach him, therefore, to examine
thoroughly his actions, words, and thoughts, in order
to confess without disguise.”

“At last the moment came. Young Chiniquy knelt
at the side of his confessor, and repeated the prayer.
‘I do confess to Almighty God, to the blessed
Mary, always a Virgin, to the blessed Archangel
Michael, to the blessed John the Baptist, to the
holy Apostles Peter and Paul, all the saints, and
to thee, O Father, that I have too much sinned
by thought, word, and deed, by my fault, by my
greatest fault. Therefore I beseech the blessed
Mary, always a Virgin, the blessed Archangel

1 Master Key to Popery. By Rev. Anthony Gavin, pp. 20, 21.
2 Fifty Years in Church of Rome, p. 22. :




78 WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED.

Michael, the blessed John the Baptist, the holy
Apostles Peter and Paul, all the saints, and thee, O
Father, to pray to God our Lord for me. Amen.”
This done, the penitent raises him from his prostra-
i tion to his knees, and touching with his lip either
the ear or cheek of the spiritual father, begins to
discover his sins by the Ten Commandments. And
here we give a translation of the Ten Commandments,
word for word. ¢ The commandments of the law of
God are ten ; the three first do pertain to the honor
of God, and the other seven to the benefit of our
neighbor. :
I. Thou shalt love God above all things.
1I. Thou shalt not swear.
1i1. Thou shalt sanctify the holy days.
1v. Thou shalt honor thy father and mother.
v. Thou shalt not kill.
vI. Thou shalt not commit fornication.
vil. Thou shalt not steal.

vIiI. Thou shalt not bear false witness, nor lie.

1X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife.

- X. Thou shalt not covet the things which are
another’s.”” ¢« The last commandment is divided into
two to make out the number. The sixth with Rome is
the seventh in the Bible. The second is dropped out.

“ The commandments of the Holy Mother Church
are seven. 1. To hear mass on Sundays and Holy
days. 2. To confess at least once in a year, and
oftener if there be danger of death. 8. To receive
the eucharist. 4. To fast. 5. To pay tithes, besides
the tenth, one-thirtieth part of the fruits of the earth,
towards the repair of the church and the vestments.”

The Seven Sacraments are

“1. Baptism. 2. Confirmation. 3. Penance. 4. The
Lord’s Supper. 5. Extreme Unction. 6. Holy Or-
ders. 7. Matrimony. Amen.”

Then came the confession of sins. Young Chini- |
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quy had laughed at the priest. He confessed it. He
says, “ When I had confessed all the sins I could
remember, the priest began to ask me the strangest |
questions on matters about which my pen must be
silent. I replied, ¢ Father, I do not understand what
you ask me.’ .
®  «<I question you on the sixth commandment [sev- |

enth in the Bible]. Confess all. You will go to
hell if through your fault you omit any thing.’
Thereupon he dragged my thoughts to regions which,
thank God, had hitherto been unknown to me.

“I answered him, ‘I do not understand you,’ or
¢I have never done these things.’ , |

¢ Then skilfully shifting to some secondary matter, - |
he would soon slyly and cunningly come back to his |
favorite subject, namely, sins of licentiousness. His
questions were so unclean that I blushed, and felt |
l sick with disgust and shame.” Remember, young |
i Chiniquy had doubtless been converted when a child.
He had read the Bible, despite the priest, through
again and again, and had committed to memory
M vast portions of it, which he was accustomed to
#l repeat in the hearing of his neighbors.. He was
trained by a noble Christian mother. He said,
“ More than once I had been, to my regret, in the
company of bad boys; but not one of them had
offended my moral nature so much as this priest
had done. Not one of them had ever approached
the shadow of the things from which that man tore the
veil, and which he placed before the eye of my soul.
In vain did T tell him that I was not guilty of such
" things; that I did not even understand what he
asked me: he would not let me off. Like the vul-
ture bent upon tearing the poor bird that falls into
his claws, that cruel priest seemed determined to

ff defile and ruin my heart.

“ At last he asked me a question in a form of ex-
pression so bad that I was really pained. I felt as if |
I had received a shock from an electric battery; a |
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feeling of horror made me shudder. I was so filled
with indignation that, speaking loud enough to be |
heard by many, I told him, ‘Sir, I am very wicked; I
I have seen, heard, done many things which I regret; i
but I never was guilty of what you mention to me. f|
My ears have never heard any thing so wicked as f|
what they have heard from your lips. Please do not
ask me any more of these questions; do not tcach ||
me more evil than I already know.” He gave me a [f
short penance, and dismissed me.” 1 i

Chiniquy left the confessional humbled, disgraced

uncle’s house, who had the name of being a Roman {
| Catholic, yet who did not believe a word of the doc- ‘
trines of the Roman Church. He laughed at the [f
priests, their masses, their purgatory, and especially |
{ their confession. He did not conceal that when
young, he had been scandalized by the words and
actions of a priest at the confessional. ¢ He spoke to |
me jestingly: ¢ You will now be a good boy. But [
if you have heard as many things as I did the first
| time I went to confess, you are a very learned boy,’
| and he burst into laughter.

“ “I blushed, and remained silent. My aunt who was
I a devoted Roman Catholic, said to me, ¢ Your heart
| is relieved, is it not, since you confessed all your [i
sins?” I gave her an evasive answer, but I could [f
not conceal that sadness overcame me. I thought I
was the only one from whom the priest had asked
these polluting questions. But great was my sur-
prise, on the following day, when going to school, I [t
learned that my fellow-pupils had not been. more |
fortunate than I had been. The only difference was, [f
that instead of being grieved, they laughed at it.
¢ Did the priest ask you such and such questions?’
they would demand laughing boisterously. I refused
to reply, and asked: ¢ Are you not ashamed to speak
of such things?’ :

1 Fifty Years in Church of Rome, p. 27.
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“¢Ah! ah! how very scrupulous you are,” contin-
ued they. ¢If it is not a sin for the priest to speak
to us on these matters, how can it be a sin for us?’
I soon perceived that even the young schoolgirls had
not been less polluted and scandalized by the ques-
tions of the priest, than the boys. I should be mis-
understood were it supposed that I mean to convey
the idea that this priest was more to blame than
others, or that he did more to fulfil the duties of the
ministry in asking these questions. He was obeying
the Pope and his theologians. He was, as I have been
myself, bound hand and foot at the feet of the great-
est enemy that the holiness and truth of God have
ever had on earth: the Pope. The priest of Rome is
an automaton, —a machine which acts, thinks, and
speaks in matters of morals and of faith, only accord-
ing to the order and the will of the Pope and his
theologians. He had read Liguori, Dens, Debreyne,
authors approved by the Pope, and he was obliged
to take darkness for light.” !

Can Americans realize that the children of Roman-
ists are exposed to this demoralizing influence, and
not feel that something ought to be done to let in
the light upon this terrible night of darkness and of
death?

Two Methods are practised,

because there are two classes of people to be con-
fessed,—the learned and the unlearned. The learned
confess by these three general heads, thought, word,
and deed, reducing them into all sorts of sins. The

“unlearned confess by the Ten Commandments, discov-

ing by them all the mortal sins which they have com-
mitted since their last confession. Venal sins, or sins
of small matter, are washed away by the sign of the
cross or by sprinkling the face with the holy water.
To the discovery of the mortal sins, the father con-

fessor doth very much help the penitent; for he some-

1 Fifty Years, ete., p. 30.
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times, out of zeal, but most commonly out of curios-
ity, asks them many questions to know whether they
do remember all their sins or not. *By these and the
like questions, the confessors do more mischief than
good, especially to the ignorant people and young
women ; for perhaps they do not know what simple
fornication is; what voluntary or involuntary pollu-
tion; what impure desire; what simple motion of
our hearts; what relapse, re-incidence, or reiteration
of sins; and the like; and then by the confessor’s
indiscreet questions, the penitents learn things of
which they never had dreamed before, and they go
home with light, knowledge, and an idea of sins un-
known to them before.” 1

Take this as an illustration of the method and the
mischief.

A Young Woman enters the Confessional.

CONFESSOR, after asking Mary to give the command-
ments of the holy Church, and the sacraments, then
taking up the commandments, asks, “ How long is it
since you last confessed ?”

MaRrY. «Itis two years and two months.”

CONFESSOR. “Youseein the second commandment
of the Church and in the third among the sacraments,
that you are obliged to confess every year. Why,
then, have you neglected so much longer time to ful-
fil the precept of the holy mother?” She gives a
reason, a shameful act with a man now dead, and
she now determines to retire to a monastery.

The confessor yrges her to make a clean breast of
her sins, which she does.

Con. “Have you constantly frequented the assem-
blies of the faithful, and heard mass on Sundays and
holy days?”.

MAaRry. ¢No, father. Sometimes I have been four
months without going to church.”

1 Master Key to Popery, Rev. A. Gavin, p. 16.
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Cox. “You have done a great injury to your soul,
and you have given a great scandal to your neigh-
bors.” Her sin in living in adulterous intercourse
with Don Francisco is not even referred to.

Cox. «Did it come into your mind that God
‘would punish you for your sins?”

MARY. ¢ Yea, father; but the Virgin Mary is my
advocate. I kept her image by my bedside, and used
to address my prayer to her every night, before I
went to bed, and I always had a great hope in her.”

Cox. «If your devotion to the Virgin Mary is so
fervent, you must believe that your heart is moved
| to repentance by her influence and mediation, and I

charge you to continue the same devotion while you
live, and fear nothing afterwards.”

Mary. ¢ This is my design.”

CoN. “Go on.” The confessions of the several
commandments are trivial.

The sixth commandment (the seventh in the Bible)
was broken. Speaking of her friend, she said, For
| two years we loved in innocence; but at last he dis-
il covered to me one day, when our parents were
abroad, the great inclination he had for me ; and that
| having grown to a passion, and this to an inexpressi-
il ble love, he could no longer hide it from me; that
| his design was to marry me as soon as his father died,
I and that he was willing to give me all the proofs of
| sincerity and unfeigned love I could desire from him.
| To this I answered that if it was so, I was ready to
| promise never to marry another during his life. To
this he took a sign of the crucifix in his hands, and,
bowing down before an image of the Virgin Mary,
called the four elements to be witnesses of the sin-
cerity of his vows, nay, all the saints of the heavenly
court to appear against him in the day of judgment,
if he was not true in heart and words, and said, that
by the crucifix in his hands, and by the image of the
Virgin Mary, then present, he promised and swore
never to marry another during my life. I answered



THE PRIEST AND THE CONFESSIONAL. 85

him in the same manner; and ever since we have
lived with the familiarities of husband and wife. The
effect of this reciprocal promise was the ruin of my
soul, and the beginning of my sinful life; for ever
since I minded nothing else, but to please him, and
myself when I had an opportunity.”

Co~. * How often did he visit you?”

MARY. «The first year he aG—m————

Cox. «Did any effect of these visits come to
light?”

MAary. ¢No,father. It would, had I not been so
barbarous and inhuman as to prevent it, by a remedy
I took which answered my purpose.”

Con. ¢ And how could you get the remedy, there
being a rigorous law against it ?”’

The answer introduces the reader to a friar, a cou-
sin by relation, who gave her the medicine, and be-
cause of her obligation to him she was compelled to

Cox. “Do you design to continue the same life
with your cousin for fear of being discovered ?”

Mary. ¢« No, father, for he is sent to another con-
vent to be professor of divinity for three years; and
if he comes back again, he shall find me in a monas-
tery, and then I will be free and safe from his wicked
attempts.”

Cox. “Have you transgressed the fourth com-
mandment of the Church?”

Mary. ¢« Yea, father.”

Coxn. <« Have you taken the bull of indulgences?”

Mary. ¢ Yea, father.”

Con. “Have you visited five altars, the days
appointed for his Holiness to take a soul out of pur-
gatory ?”

Mary. «I did not for several days.”

Cox. «“Now, to show your obedience to God and
- our mother the Church, you must perform the follow-
ing penance. You must fast every second day, to

mmtlfy your lusts and passions, afid this for the space.
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of two months ; you must visit five altars every second
day and one privileged altar, and say in each of them
" five times Pater Noster, etc., and five times Ave Mary,
etc. You must say, too, every day for two months’
time, three and thirty times, the Creed, in honor and
memory of the three and thirty years that our Saviour
did live upon the earth; and you must confess once a
week ; and by the continuance of these spiritual exer-
cises, your soul may be preserved from several tempta-
tlons, and may be happy forever.”

Mary. <« will do all that with the help of God.”

CoN. «Say the act of contrition by which I absolve
you.”

MArY. “O God, my God! I have sinned against
thee, I am heartily sorry.”

CoN. «OQur Lord Jesus Christ absolve thee; and
by the authority given me, I absolve thee.”

Here we see forms and words take the place of
repentance, and acts of the individual do away with
faith in the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ; and this
is Romanism at its best.

Take now this story as told by a Jesuit priest. It
is the private confession of Father Garca, a Jesuit:
«“ A woman of thirty-three years of age came to con-
fess to me, and told me that from sixteen years of
age until twenty-four, she had committed all sorts
of lewdness, only with ecclesiastical persons, having in
every convent a friar, who, under the name of cousin,
did use to visit her. At last she dreamed that the
Devil was free with her, and she was delivered of a
boy, and that she knew no man for fourteen months.
This so distressed her that she threatened to lay
hands on herself. The inquisitors sent for the woman
and her maid, and discovered the story. It was this.
Father Canchillos, Victorian friar, was in love with
the woman, but she could not bear the sight of him.

That he gained the maid, putting some opium into
her mistress’s supper ; she fell fast asleep, and the said
father did HETG——_EGGSG—G——GCGGGGNNNNNNN SO the

e e e e
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child is not the son of the Devil, but of Father Can-
chillos. The friar was put into the Inquisition for
having persuaded the maid to tell the mistress that
it was the Devil; for she had been under the same
fear, and really she was in the same condition.”1

This private confession of a priest is an eye-opener
for those who believe in the immaculate character of
the priesthood.

Don Paulo says, * Since God Almighty is pleased
to visit me with this sickness, 1 ought to make good
use of the time I have to live, and I desire of you to
help me with your prayers, and to take the trouble
to write some substantial points of my confession,
that you may perform, after my death, whatever may
enable me to discharge my duty towards God and
men. When I was ordained priest, I made a general
confession of all my sins. T have served my parish
sixteen years, and all my care has been to discover
the tempers and inclinations of my parishioners ;
there are in my parish sixteen hundred families, and
more or less I have defrauded them all some way
or other.

“ My thoughts have been impure ever since I began
to hear confessions; my words have been grave and
severe with them all, and all my parishioners have
respected and feared me. I have had so great an
empire over them, that some of them, knowing
of my misdoings, have taken my defence in public.
I have omitted nothing to please them in outward ap-
pearance, but my actions have been the most eriminal
of mankind; for, as to my ecclesiastical duty, what
I have done has been for custom’s sake.

“ As to the confessions and wills I have received
from my parishioners at the point of death, I do
confess I have made myself master of as much as I
| could, and by that means I have gathered together
| all my riches. As to my duty towards God, I am
guilty to the highest degree, for I have not loved

I Master Key to Popery, p. 35.
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Lim; I have neglected to say the private divine
service every day. I have procured by remedies,
sixty abortions, making the fathers of the children
their murderers, besides many others intended, though
not executed, by some unexpected accident. I con-
fess that I have frequented the parish club twelve
years. We were only six parish priests in it, and
then we did consult and contrive all the ways to
satisfy our passions. Each had a list of the hand- |}
somest women in the parish; and when one had a {
fancy to see any woman remarkable for her beauty
in another’s parish, the priest of the parish sent for
her to his own house ; and having prepared the way
for wickedness, the other had nothing to do but to

and so we
have served one another these twelve years. Our
method has been, to persuade the husbands and
fathers not to hinder them any spiritual comfort, and
to the ladies to persuade them to be subject to our
advice and will; and that in so doing they should
have liberty at any time to go out on a pretence of
communicating some spiritual business to the priest.
And if they refused to do it, then we should speak
to their husbands and fathers not to let them go out
at all, or, which would be worse for them, we should
inform against them to the holy tribunal of the In-
quisition. And by these diabolical persuasions they
were at our command, without fear of revealing the
secret. I have spared mo woman of my parish,
whom I had a fancy for, and many other of my
brethren’s parishes ; but I cannot tell the number. I
have sixty nepotes alive of several women ; but my
principal care ought to be of those that I have by
two young women I keep at home since their parents
died. DBoth are sisters, and I had by the eldest two
boys, and by the youngest one. The one I had by
my own sister is dead. Therefore I leave to my
sister five thousand pistoles, on condition that she
enter St. Bernard’s Monastery, and upon the same
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condition I leave two thousand to the two young
women, and the rest to the three boys.” This is the
confession of a priest in 1710,! who died the same
day, and went to the judgment-bar of God in that
condition.

The Abominations of Auricular Confession

baffle description. ¢« There are two women who
ought to be constant objects of the compassion of the
disciples of Christ: the Brahmin, who, deceived by
her priests, burns herself on the corpse of her hus-
band; and the Roman-Catholic woman, who, not less
deceived by her priests, suffers a torture far more
cruel and ignominious in the confessional-box, to
appease the wrath of her wafer-god. For I do not
exaggerate when I say, that for many noble-hearted,
well-educated, high-minded women, to be forced to
unveil their hearts before the eyes of a man, to open
to him all the most secret recesses of their souls, all
the most sacred mysteries of their single or married
life, to allow him to put to them questions which
the most depraved woman would never consent to
hear from the vilest seducer, is often more intolerable
than to be tied on burning coals.

“ More than once I have seen women fainting in
the confessional-box, who told me afterwards that
the necessity of speaking to an unmarried man on
certain things, on which the most common laws
of decency ought to have forever sealed their lips,
had almost killed them. Not hundreds, but thou-
sands of times, I have heard from the lips of dying
girls, as well as married women, the awful words: ‘1
am forever lost! All my past confessions and comn-
munions have been so many sacrileges. I have never
‘loved to answer correctly the questions of my con-
fessors. - Shame has sealed my lips, and damned my
soul!’2

1 Master Key to Popery, p. 38.
2 Fifty Years in Church of Rome, p. 580.
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“How many times God has spoken to me, as he
speaks to. all the priests of Rome, and said with a
thundering voice, ¢ What would that young man do,
could he hear the questions you put to his wife?
Would he not blow out your brains? And that
father, would he not pass his dagger through your
breast, if he could know what you ask from his poor
trembling daughter? Would not the brother of that
young girl put an end to your miserable life, if he
could hear the unmentionable subjects on which you
speak with her in the confessional? ”! With one
more story, told by Father Chiniquy, we dismiss the
subject : —

“In the beginning of my priesthood, I was not a
little surprised and embarrassed to see a very accom-
plished and beautiful young lady, whom I used to
meet almost every week, entering the box of my con-
fessional. She had been used to confess to another
young priest of my acquaintance ; and she was always
looked upon as one of the most pious girls of the city.
She disguised herself, and began by saying, —

¢ ¢ Dear father, I hope you do not know me, and
that you will never try to know me. I am a des-
perately great sinner. Before I begin my confession,
allow me to ask you not to pollute my ears by
questions which our confessors are in the habit of
- putting to their female penitents: I have already
been destroyed by those questions. Before I was
seventeen years old, the chaplain of the nunnery
where my parents had sent me for my education,
though approaching old age, put to me, in confes-
sional, a question which, when understood, plunged
my thoughts into a sea of iniquity till then abso-
lutely unknown to me.” As a result, she was ruined.
She became the counterpart of the priest. She fell
so low that she declared, ‘I had a real pleasure in
conversing with my priest on these matters, and
enjoyed his asking me more of his strange questions.
: L Fifty Years in Church of Rome, p. 585, :




THE PRIEST AND THE CONFESSIONAL. 91

The hour in the confessional was but a criminal
téte-d-téte. 1 perceived that he was as depraved as
myself. With some half-covered words he made a
anesc———— v hich I accepted with covered
words also; and during more than a year we have
lived together in the most sinful intimacy. When
the course of my convent instruction was finished,
my parents called me back to their home. I was
really glad of the change of residence, for I was
beginning to be tired of my criminal life. My hope
was, that, under the directions of a better confessor,
I should reconcile myselt to God, and begin a Chris-
tian life. Unfortunately for me, my new confessor,
who was very young, began also his interrogation.
He sooun fell in love with me, and I loved him in a
most criminal way. I have done with him things
which I hope you will never request me to reveal to
you; for they are too monstrous to be repeated even
in the confessional, by a woman to a man. It was
my fault. I believe he was a good priest before he
knew me; but the questions he put to me, and the
answers I had to give him, melted his heart,—I
know it,—just as boiling lead would melt the ice
on which it flows. .

“¢You understand, I have given up my last con-
fessor. I have two favors to ask. One, that you
will never seek to ascertain my name; second, that
you will never put to me any of those questions
by which so many penitents are lost, and so many
priests forever destroyed. Twice I have been lost by
those questions. We come to our confessors that
they may throw upon our guilty souls the pure
waters which flow from heaven to purify us; but,
instead of that, with their unmentionable questions,
‘they pour oil on the burning fires which are already
raging in our poor simple hearts. Oh, dear father,
let me become your penitent, that you may help me to
go with Magdalene, and weep at the Saviour’s feet!
Do respect me, as he respected that true model of
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all the sinful but repenting women! Did he extort
from her the history of things which a sinful woman
cannot say without forgetting the respect she owes to
herself and to God? No! You told us, not long |
ago, that the only thing our Saviour did was to look
at her tears and her love. Well, please do that,
and you will save me.’”! Cannot Romanists see
this? Christ, without a priest, is the Saviour. Father
Chiniquy encouraged her as best he could, and went
to his confessor, afterwards Archbishop of Canada,
and asked if he might forego the questions. His
reply was in the negative. ¢ Such cases of the
destruction of female virtue by the questions of the
confessors is an unavoidable evil. Such questions
are necessary. . . .

“ You must not be discouraged when, through the
confessional or any other way, you learn the fall of
priests, into the common frailties of human nature
with their penitents. Our Saviour knew very well
that the occasions and the temptations we have to
encounter in the confessions of girls and women, are
so numerous and irresistible that many would fall.
But He has given them the holy Virgin Mary, who
constantly asks and demands their pardon; he has
given them the sacrament of penance, when they can
receive their pardon as often as they ask for it. The
vow of perfect chastity is a great honor and privi-
lege; but we cannot conceal from ourselves that it
puts on our shoulders a burden which many cannot
carry forever. St. Liguori says that we must not re-
buke the penitent priest who falls once a month; and
some other trustworthy theologians are still more char-
ttable.” 2

As a result, the young woman sought to make con-
fession without hearing or answering the questions.
As a priest, Father Chiniquy was compelled to say
that it could not be done. With a piercing cry, she

1 Fifty Years in Church of Rome, p. 590.
2 The samne, p. 591.
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. exclaimed, « Then, O my God! Iamlost, forever lost,”
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and fainted away. She was carried home. On her
death-bed Christ came to her in answer to prayer, and
gave her a peace that passeth knowledge. Without
the help of the priest she fought the battle, saying, «I
shall not be lost.” ¢ On one occasion she calmly, but
with an air of dignity, asked, ¢Is it true, that, after
the sins of Adam and Eve, God himself made coats
and skins, and clothed them, that they might not see
each other’s nakedness?’ —¢Yes,” I said. ¢ This is
what the Holy Scriptures tell us.’

«¢Well, then, how is it possible that our confessors
dare to take away from us that holy divine coat of
modesty and self-respect? Has not Almighty God
himself made, with his own hands, that coat of wo-
manly modesty and self-respect, that we might be to
you and to ourselves a cause of shame and sin?”

Her words demolished the traditions of the Church,
and pulverized the doctrines of her theologians.

« After a time she continued, ¢ Twice I have been
destroyed by priests at the confessional. They took
away from me that divine coat of modesty and self-
respect which God gives to every human being who
c