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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF

PAUL T0 THE THESSALONIANS.

——. e

INTRODUCTION.

—. O

§ 1. THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE EPISTLE.

Tazxke is no doubt that the author of this First Epistle to the Thessalonians
is the Apostle Paul. This is one of those scriptural writings the genuine-
ness of which has been almost universally acknowledged. - It has been
called in question only by theologians of the most extreme school of
criticism,! and has even been admitted by some belonging to that school.?
The external evidence in its favour is strong. It is indirectly alluded to
by the apostolic Fathers; it is directly referred to by such early Fathers as
Irenzus, Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian; it is contained in the
Muratorian Canon, and in the early Syriac and Latin versions belonging
to the second century ; and its genuineness has never been challenged until
recent times. To quote only one of these Fathers; Irensus (a.p. 179) thus
writes: “ And on account of this the apostle, explaining himself, has set
forth the perfect man of salvation, saying thus in the First Epistle to the
Thessalonians: * And may the God of peace sanctify you wholly, and may
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved without complaint until
the advent of the Lord Jesus Christ ” (‘ Adv. Heres.,” v. 6, 1). Nor is
the internal evidence less strong than the external. The character of Paul
is distinctly impressed upon this Epistle; his intense love for his converts,
his anxiety about their spiritual welfare, his joy when he receives a favour-
able account of their faith and charity, his zeal for the cause of the Lord
for which he is ready to sacrifice everything, his noble independence of
spirit,—all these characteristics of the apostle are seen in this Epistle. So
also the style and mode of expression are Paul's. We have the same
employment of emphatic terms, the same rich use of synonyms, the same
! See author’s ¢ Pauline Epistles,” pp. 79—106. '

* Baur and the Tibingen school ; Hilgenfeld, however, asserts its genuineness.
. ad
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acoumulation of ideas, the same digressions suggested by a word, the
same preference for participial oonstructions as are elsewhere found in
Paul’s other Epistles. In short, as Professor Jowett observes, It has been
. objected against the genuineness of this Epistle that it contains only a
single statement of doctrine. But liveliness, personality, similar traits of
disposition, are more difficult to invent than statements of doctrine. A
later age might have supplied these, but it could hardly have caught the
very likeness and portrait of the apostle. . . . Such intricate similarities of
language, such lively traits of character, it is not within the power of any
forger to invent, and, least of all, a forger of the second century.”! Nor
is there anything in the contents of the Epistle at variance with the opinion
that it was written by Paul. It has, indeed, been asserted that it is devoid
of individuality and doctrinal statements. Its perusal will show that it
is at once lively and specially adapted to the wants of the Thessalonians.
And that it is devoid of dootrinal statements is an assertion which may
also well be disputed ; but even admitting that there is a partial truth in
the remark, yet this is easily accounted for by the circumstances under
which the Epistle was written.

The coincidences between the Epistle and the incidents in the life of
Paul, as recorded in the Acts, is another striking proof of its authenticity.?
In the Acts we read of the persecution to which Paul and Silas were
subjected at Philippi, when, in violation of their rights as Roman
citizens, they were publicly scourged and cast into prison. In the Epistle,
written in the name of Paul and Silas, there is reference to this shameful
treatment: “Even after we had suffered before and were shamefully
entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto
you the gospel of God with much contention” (ch. ii. 2). In the Acts we
are informed that Paul and Silas encountered a similar persecution at
Thessalonica. * The Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took
unto them certain fellows of the baser sort,and gathered a company, and
set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought
to bring them out to the people” (Aocts xvii. 5). In the Epistle Paul
appeals to the knowledge of the Thessalonians concerning this treatment :
“For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should
suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know” (ch. iii. 4). In
the Acts we are informed that Paul parted from his companions, Silas and
Timothy, at Bercea, and was rejoined by them at Corinth: “ And when
Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia (to Corinth), Paul was
pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ”
(Acts xviii. 5). And the Epistle, written, as we shall afterwards see, from
Corinth, is in the joint names of Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus. Not
only are there these coincidences, but also additional statements in the
Epistle supplementing the history, thus proving that the one record could

' Jowett's ¢ 8t. Paul’s Epistles,’ vol. i. pp. 24—26 1st edit., pp. 28, 29 2nd edit.
* Paley’s * Hore Paulin®m :* on 1 Thessalonians.
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not have been copied from the other. Thus in the Acts we are informed
that Silas and Timothy did not join Paul until after his arrival at Corinth
(Acts xviii. 5); whereas in the Epistle there is a statement which has led
many ! to affirm that Timothy joined Paul at Athens, and was sent by him
from that city to Thessalonica: “ Wherefore when we could no longer
forbear, we thought it good to be left at Athens alone; and sent Timotheus,
our brother, and minister of God, and our fellow-labourer in the gospel of
Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith ” (ch. iii.
1,2). In the Acts we are informed that Paunl preached in the synagogue
for three sabbaths, reasoning with the Jews (Acts xvii. 2); whereas there
are references in the Epistle which have induced some to think that his
regidence in Thessalonica was more protracted. In the Acts we are only
informed that Paul preached in the synagogue to the Jews and devout
Greeks, that is, the religious proselytes; whereas it is evident from the
whole character of the Epistle that the Church was composed of Gentile
converts. These differences are not ocontradictions, and may easily be
adjusted ; but they are apparent enough to demonstrate the independence
both of the history and the Epistle.

§ 2. Tee CHuURrcH OoF THESSALONICA.

Thessalonica was a large seaport of Macedonia, situated in the form of
an amphitheatre on the slope of a hill at the north-east end of the Thermaic
Gulf, now called the Gulf of Salonica. It had in antiquity various names.
Thus it was called Emathia and Halia. In ancient history it appears
under the name Therma, so called from the hot springs in the neighbour-
hood. Under this name it is mentioned in the account of the invasion of
Xerxes, and in the history of the Peloponnesian War. We are informed
that Cassander, the son of Antipater, King of Macedonia, rebuilt Therma,
and called it Thessalonica, after the name of bis wife, the half-sister of
Alexander the Great (Strabo, vii. Frag. 24). According to another acoount,
less trustworthy, it was so called by Philip, the father of Alexander,
to commemorate his victory over the Thessalonians. In the Middle Ages
it appears under the contracted form Salneck; and is now known under
the name Salonica. Under the Romans Thessalonica became a city of
great importance. During the temporary division of Macedonia into four
districts, it was the capital of the second district; and afterwards, when
the Roman province of Macedonia was formed, it became the metropolis of
the country, and the residence of the Roman governor. In the civil wars
it gided with Augustus and Antony, and was rewarded by receiving the
privileges of a free city. Btrabo, who lived shortly before the Christian
era, observes that * it has at present the largest population of any town in
the district” (Strabo vii. 7, 4). In thetime of Paul, then, Thessalonica was
a populous and flourishing town ; it was chiefly inhabited by Greeks, with

1 80 Paley, Bleek, Neander, Jowett, and Ellicott.
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a mixture of Romans. The Jews also were attracted to it in great numbers
for the sake of commerce, and here was the synagogue of the distriot (Acts
xvii. 1). It has alwaysbeen a city of greatimportance. It long continued
to be a bulwark against the assaults of the northern barbarians, and after-
wards of the Saracens. When the Greek empire became enfeebled, Thessa-
lonica was attached to the Venetian Republic, and remained so until the
year 1430, when it was captured by the Turks, in whose possession it
continues to this day. It is cousidered as the second city of European
Turkey, having a population of about seventy thousand, of whom at least
thirty thousand are Jews. Thessalonica has many remains of antiquity,
one of which deserves special mention, a triumphal arch, erected to com-
memorate the victory of Philippi, and which must have been standing
when Paul visited that city.

‘We bave an account of the origin of the Church of Thessalonica in the
Acts of the Apostles. In his second great missionary journey, Paul and
his fellow-labourers, Silas and Timothy, had arrived at Alexandria Troas,
when he was directed by a vision to cross over the Zgean Sea and repair
to Europe. In obedience to this Divine direction, we are informed that
loosing from Troas, they came with a-straight course to the island of
Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis, and from that they journeyed
inland to Philippi (Acts xvi. 11, 12). Here they remained for some time,
preaching the gospel with great success, until they were driven from it by
a severe persecution. From Philippi Paul and his companions proceeded,
by way of Amphipolis and Apollonia, to Thessalonica. Here was the chief
synagogue of the distriot, and into it Paul, according to his custom, entered
and preached the gospel. He proved to the Jews from their Scriptures
that the Messiah was to suffer and rise from the dead; and he showed
them that Jesus did -thus suffer and rise again, and was consequently the
Messiah (Acts xvii. 8). It would also appear that at Thessalonica he
dwelt much on the kingdom and second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ;
he laid great stress on the resurrection of Christ, and on his exaltation to
the throne of eternal majesty. Henoce the acousation brought against him
that he proclaimed another King, one Jesus (Aots xvii. 7); and, in his
Epistle, he observes, *“Ye know how we exhorted and comforted and
charged every one of you, as a father doth his children, that you would
walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory”
(ch. ii. 11, 12). For three sabbaths Paul continued his efforts in the
Jewish synagogue with considerable success; some of the Jews believed,
but his converts were especially numerous among the devout Greeks (Acts
xvii. 1—4). At length the unbelieving Jews, moved with envy, raised
a tumult against Paul and his companions; they stirred up the rabble, and
assaulted the house of Jason, with whom the Christian preachers lodged ;
and when they failed to capture them, they dragged Jason and certain of
the converts before the magistrates of the city, accusing them of disturbing
the public peace and of harbouring traitors to the emperor. In consequence
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of this, to avoid further disturbance, Paul and Silas left the city by night,
and repaired to the neighbouring town of Bercea (Acts xvii. 10).

In the Acts of the Apostles a residence in Thessalonica of only three
weeks is mentioned (Acts xvii. 2). There are, however, statements in the
Epistle which would lead us to infer that his residence was for a somewhat
longer period. A flourishing Church was formed in Thessalonica; the
gospel spread from it as a centre throughout Macedonia; its fame was
everywhere diffused ; and for this success a longer space of time than three
wecks would appear requisite. Besides, at Thessalonica Paul sapported
himself by manual labour. *Ye remember,” he writes, ¢ our labour and
travail : for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable
unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God ” (oh. ii. 9). And
it was his custom to do so only when his residence in any city was pro-
longed. And we are informed in the Epistle to the Philippians that his
converts in Philippi ¢ sent to Thessalonica once and again to his necessities; '’
and that this was on the occasion of this visit to Thessalonica is evident,
for the apostle tells us that it was “in the beginning of the gospel” (Phil.
iv. 15, 16). Now, the distance between these two cities was-a hundred
miles; and therefore more than three weeks appear to be necessary for
the transmission of this twofold supply for his wants. Still, however, his
residence could not have been long, and his departure from the city was
compulsory. Probably Paul preached for three successive sabbaths in the
synagogue, but, finding the Jews obstinate and the synagogue closed against
bim, he turned, as his manner was, to the Gentiles; and it was his success
among the Gentiles that stirred up the wrath of the Jews, and excited that
disturbance which was the oocasion of his leaving Thessalonica.

The result of Paul’s ministry during the three sabbaths he preached in
the synagogue is thus given by the author of the Acts: ¢ And some of
them believed, and oconsorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout
Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few ” (Acts xvii. 4).
From this it appears that his succees was small among the Jews, but great
among the devout Greeks, that is, those Greeks who had previously detached
themselves from idolatry and were seeking after God, and were thus in
a manner prepared for the reception of Christianity. Afterwards it is
probable that Paul preached to the Gentiles, and made numerous converts
among them. Although the Jews were numerous in Thessalonica, yet it
is evident from the two Epistles that the Church there was chiefly composed
of Gentile converts. They are described as those who turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God (ch. i. 9)—a description applicable
to converted Gentiles, but not to converted Jews and Jewish proselytes ;
and in neither Epistle is there a direct quotation from the Old Testament,
the only probable allusion being to the prophecies of Daniel in the descrip-
tion of the man of in contained in the Second Epistle (2 Thess. ii. 4).
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§ 3. THE OccasioN oF THE EPISTLE.

Paul, driven from Thessalonica, had repaired to Bercea, but from this also
he had been compelled to depart by the machinations of the Jews of
Thessalonica (Acts xvii. 18, 14). He had learned that the persecution
which had arisen during his presence was continued in his absenoce (oh. ii.
14). And henoe he was filled with anxiety about his Thessalonian
converts. He knew that by reason of the shortness of his residence they
were only partially instructed in Christianity, and he naturally feared
that they might fall from the faith. Twioe he had planned to visit them;
but circumstances had prevented him (ch. ii. 18). Accordingly, no longer
able to master his anxiety, he sent his fellow-labourer Timothy, either from
Bercea or Athens, to ascertain their state (ch. iii. 1, 2). Paul, meanwhile,
had repaired from Beroea to Atheus, and thence to Corinth; and there
Timothy joined him, and the information which he brought was the ocoasion
of this Epistle. That information was upon the whole consolatory and
satisfactory. Timothy brought good tidings of the faith and charity of
the Thessalonians, of their affectionate regard for the apostle, and of their
earnest desire to see him. The Thessalonians, in spite of the persecution
which they endured, continued steadfast to the faith; they were examples
to all that believed in Thessalonica and Achaia (ch. i. 7; iii. 6, 7). But,
however favourable this report of Timothy, there were still many defects
to supply, many errors to correct, and many evil practices to reform. The
religious knowledge of the Thessalonians was defective; their religion had
partially degenerated into fanaticism; and especially they were filled
with excitement under the persuasion of the immediate coming of Christ.
Some of them had neglected their worldly duties and had sunk into an
indolent inactivity (ch. iv. 11, 12). It would appear that some of the
converts had died, and their friends were distressed on their account, lest
they should forfeit the blessings to be bestowed at the advent of Christ
(ch. iv. 13). Nor had the Thessalonians entirely detached themselves from
the vices of their former heathen state. The apostle had to warn them
against sensuality, that vice 8o prevalent among the Gentiles; and he had
to rebuke the covetousness of some as well as the indolence of others (ch.
iv. 1—-7).

With )regard to its contents, the Epistle is divided into two parts: the
first, comprehending the first three chapters, may be termed historical;
the second, including the two last chapters, is practical. The apostle,
after saluting the Thessalonians, renders thanks to God for the entrance
of the gospel among them, for the mighty efficacy with which it was
accompanied, and for the steadfastness of their faith (ch. i.). He alludes
to his demeanour when in Thessalonica ; how, notwithstanding his shameful
treatment at Philippi, he had preached the gospel among them amid much
contention ; how he had sought neither their money nor their applause, but,
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actuated by the purest motives, had laboured inoessantly for their spiritual
welfare, and was ready to sacrifice himself for them (ch. ii.). He mentions
the extreme anxiety he had on their account, the mission of Timothy to
them, and the great satisfaction he experienced at the information which
Timothy brought of the steadfastness of their faith and the abundance of
their charity (oh. iii.). He then exhorts them to continue in holiness,
carefully to avoid the lusts of the Gentiles who knew not God, and, instead
of being led away by excitement as if the advent of Christ was at band,
to be diligent in the performance of their earthly duties. He comforts
them conocerning the fate of their departed friends, and exhorts them to be
watchful and prepared for the coming of the Lord (ch. iv.). Then follow
a saries of detached exhortations to cultivate the virtues of Christianity,
and the Epistle concludes with the apostolio benediction (ch. v.)

§ 4. Tue Date oF THE EpPisTLE.

When Paul and Silas left Thessalonica, they came to Bercea; Timothy
probably remained behind, but he also soon joined them. Paul left them
both at Bercea, and proceeded alone to Athens. Timothy was probably sent
from Bercea back to Thessalonica to confirm the Church there, though some
suppose that this mission took place from Athens. At Athens Paul intended
to remain until his companions joined him; he sent a message to Silas and
Timothy to come to him with all speed (Aots xvii. 14, 15). It would,
however, appear that he left Athens without them ; unforeseen circum-
stances had prevented them complying with his request, and they did not
rejoin him until his arrival at Corinth. Now, as the Epistle is written in
the joint names of Paul, Silvanus, and Timotheus, it is evident that it was
not composed until all three met together at Corinth. Some time also must
bave elapsed between the planting of Christianity in Thessalonica and the
writing of this Epistle. Paul had twice attempted to visit them; Timothy
had been sent by the apostle and had returned from his mission; and the
fuith of the Thessalonians had been spread abroad throughout Macedonia
and Achaia (ch. i. 7, 8). The interval, however, could not have been long.
Timothy returned at the commencement of Paunl’s residence at Corinth;
and the apostle’s anxiety for the Thessalonians would induce him to write
the Epistle immediately on his receiving the information. He speaks of
his absence from them as baving as yet lasted only a short time. “We,
brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart,
endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire”
(ch. ii. 17). We may, therefore, safely fix the time of the composition of
the Epistle toward the close of the year 52 or the beginning of the year
53, and during the early part of Paul’s residence at Corinth, about six
monthas after the planting of Christianity in Thessalonica.

Accordingly the place of writing was Corinth, In our New Testament,
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at the end of the Epistle, there is appended the note : “ The First Epistle
to the Thessalonians was written from Athens.” Though such a note is
found in the most ancient manuscripts, it is evidently a mistake. The
Epistle could not have been written from Athens, for Silas and Timothy
were not both there with the apostle; and it was not written until the
return of Timothy from Thessalonica, which occurred at Corinth; nor is
there any ground for the supposition that Paul and his companions, during
his residence at Corinth, made a short excursion to Athens. The mistake
appears to have arisen from a careless inference drawn from the words,
“ We thought it good to be left at Athens alone” (ch. iii. 1); whereas
the reference there is evidently to a past event, and indirectly implies
that the apostle was not at Athens when he wrote these words. These
subscriptions at the end of the Epistles have no authority ; and although,
in general correct, yet occasionally, as in the present instance, they are
erroneous.

§ 5. TRE PECULIARITIES OF THE EPISTLE.

The special peculiarity of this Epistle is that it is undoubtedly the first
of Paul’s extant Epistles. Whether it is the first Epistle that Paul ever
wrote is an entirely different question; but it is the first that has come
down to us. Thisis a point on which almost all commentators are agreed.
In all probability it is the earliest of the books of the New Testament,
with the possible exception of the Epistle of James.

It is erroneous to affirm that this First Epistle to the Thessalonians is
devoid of doctrinal statements. The supreme dignity of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the spiritual kingdom which he has established in this world, the
deliverance from the wrath to come effected by him, the necessity of holi-
ness for salvation, the reign of Christ in heaven, the resurrection of the
just, the second advent of Christ, the blessedness of a future state to the
righteous -and the wrath which awaits the wicked, are all clearly deduced
from this Epistle. The great plan of redemption through the sufferings
of Christ was clear to the apostle from the beginning. We can hardly
even affirm that there was a development in the views of the apostle—
a progress made in spiritual knowledge and insight into the ways of God.
No doubt different dootrines are insisted on in the different Epistles; but
this arose from the circumstances of the Churches to whom the apostle
wrote. Thus in this Epistle to the Thessalonians there is no mention of
the great Pauline doctrine of justification, because in that Church there
was no controversy with the Judaistic Christians, and therefore no neocessity
of defending the doctrine of justification against erroneous notions; whereas
the errors of the Galatian Church caused the apostle to dwell specially on
that dootrine. So also at a still later period the incipient Gnostic errors
were the occasion which induced the apostle to insist more fully on the
nature of Christ’s Person in the Epistles to the Colossians and Ephesians
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than in his earlier Epistles. Bishop Lightfoot, in his able article on the
«Epistles to the Theesalonians,” in Smith’s ¢ Biblical Dictionary,” notices
three points of difference between these and Paul’s later Epistles. First,
in the general style of these earlier letters there is greater simplicity and
less exuberance of language. Secondly, the antagonism is different. Here
the opposition comes from the unconverted Jews; afterwards Paul's oppo-
nents are Judaizing Christians. Thirdly, the doctrinal teaching of the
apostle does not bear quite the same aspect as in the later Epistles, Many
of the distinctive doctrines of Christianity which are inseparably connected
with Paul’s name were not evolved and distinotly enunciated until the
needs of the Church drew them out into prominence at a later date. So
far, then, it may be true that this First Epistle to the Thessalonians is not
so doctrinal as the Epistles to the Romans, Galatians, and Ephesians.
The circumstances of the Church determined the contents of the Epistle.
The doctrine most insisted on and explained is the second advent, because
erroneous views prevailed concerning it among the Thessalonians, giving
rise to many disorders.

Paul, in writing to the Thessalonians, lays bare his heart; he speaks of
his gentleness among them, even as a nursing mother cherisheth her
children, and of his readiness to impart unto them, not the gospel of God
only, but his own soul by reason of the affection which he bore to them.
The Epistle which it most closely rcsembles is that to the Philippians.
The Macedonian Churches were peculiarly attached to the apostle, and he
to them; he writes to them in the fulness of his affection; and exhorts
them, not 80 much with the authority of a spiritual teacher, as with the
love and tenderness of parental affection, even as a father doth his children.
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF

PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS.

D s ——

EXPOSITION.

CHAPTER L

ConTEXTS.—Paul, after the address and
salutation, testifies that he renders constant
thanks to God for the Thessalonians, calling
to remembrance their faith, love, and hope,
being assured of their election. He ex-
presses his joy in their cordial reception of
the gospel and the Ohristian character
which they exhibited, being examples to all
believers in Macedonia and Achaia. He
mentions the favourable report which he
had of their conversion to God from idols,
and of their waiting for the advent of
Christ.

Ver. 1.—Paul. He does not call himself
“ an apostle,” not because the Thessalonians
were newly converted (Chrysostom), or from
tendernees to Silvanus who was not an
apostle (Estius), or because his apostolic
authority was not yet recognized (Jowett),
or because he had merely commenced his
a) lic labours (Wordsworth) ; but because

apostleship had never been called in
question by the Thessalonians. For the

same reason he omits this title in the Epistle
to the Philippians; whereas he strongly in-
sists upon it in his Epistles to the Corin-
tul:iam and Galatians, m -amon, tl{t:;m

ere were many opposed is authority.
And Silvanus. {'he same a8 the Silas of the
Acts. He is mentioned as a chief man

Latin name renders it probable that he was
a Hellenistic Jew, and, like Paul, he was a
Roman citizen (Acts xvi. 37). He was sent
with Judas Barsabas from Jerusalem, to
eouvey the apostolic decrees to Antioch;
and he accompanied Paul instead of Bar-
pabas on his second missionary journey
L THESBALOXIAXS.
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(Acts xv. 40). He suffered imprisonment
with Paul at Philippi; and was engaged
with him in preaching the gospel in Thes-
salonica, Bereea, and Corinth. His ministry
at Corinth is honourably mentioned by Paul
in his Second Epistle to the Corinthians
(2 Cor. i. 9). After this there is no more
mention of Silvanus in the Acts, and it is
doubtful whether he was the Silvanus by
whom the First Epistle of Peter was con-
veyed to the Churches of Asia (1 Pet. v, 12).!
Ancient tradition, erroneously axzﬁg‘osing
that Silas and Silvanus were different
persons, makes Silas the Bishop of Corinth,
and Silvanus the Bishop of Thessalonica.
And Timotheus. The well-known disciple of
Paul. He was a native of Lystra, having a
Greek father and a Jewish mother (Acts
xvi. 1). He joined Paul and Silas on their
second missionary journey at Lystra, and
was with them in Philippi, Thessalonica,
and Corinth. He was with Paul on his
third missionary journey, and was sent b
him on a mission to Macedonia and_Corint
(Acts xix. 22; 1 Cor. xvi. 10), and accom-
sanied him into Asia on his last journey to
erusalem (Acts xx. 4). He was also with
Paul during his first Roman imgﬁsonment,
when hewrote the Epistles to the Philippians
and Colossians (Phil. i.1; Col.i. 1). After-
wards he resided at Ephesus (1 Tim. i. 3);
from which he was recalled to Rome by
Paaul shortly before his martyrdom (2 Tim.
iv. 21). The last mention of Timothy is in
the Epistle to the Hebrews: “ Know yo
that our brother Timothy is set at liberty;
with whom, if he come shortly, I will see
you ” (Heb. xiii. 23). According to eccle-
siastical tradition, he became Bishop of
Ephesus, and there suffered martyrdom.

! Some, on insufficient reasons, identify
Silas with Tertius (Rom. xvi. 22), and
others with Luke.

B



2 THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS. [ca.1 1—10.

Silvanus and Timotheus are associated with
Paul in his address to the Thessalonians,
not to give weight and authority to his
Epistle, but because they assis! him in
the planting of tho Church at Thessalonica,
and were now with him at Corinth, when
he was writing this Epistle. Silvanus is
laced first, because he was the older and
ﬁnd been longer with the apostle, and, as is
evident from the Acts, was at this time the
more important of the two (Aots xvi. 19;
xvii. 4). By being included in the address,
they are represented as joint authors of the
Epistle with Paul, althongh they were only
80 in name. It is possible that Paul em-
ployed one of them as his amanuensis in
writing the Epistle. Unto the Chureh. Tho
word * Church” denotes a select assembly ;
here, Christians selected from the world. It
does not denote in the New Testament, as
with us, a building, but the congregation.
In Paul’s later Epistles, those addressed are
called, not the Church, but saints. Of the
Thessalonians. In other Epistles tho address
is to the city, as Rome, l’hilipfi, Colosse ;
here it is to the inhabitants. 'I'ne Church
of the Thessalonians was chiefly composed of
converted Gentiles, with a small number of
converted Jews (sce Introduction). Which
8; to be omitted, as not being in the original.
In God the Father and in the Lord Jesus
Christ. The characteristic peculiarity of the
Church: they are in God and Christ, that
is, in fellowship with them, united to them.
“ In God the Father ” characterizes them as
not being heathens; “in the Lord Jesus
Christ” characterizes them as not being
Jews. Grace be unto you, and peace. Tho
usual apostolic benediction. ¢ Grace” is
the Greek and “ peace ” is the Jewish form of
salutation. The Greeks commenced their
epistles with wishing grace for those to
whom they wrote; and the usual form of
salutation among the Jews was Shalom or
“ ; ? the apostle combines them, thus
intimating that both Greeks and Jews are
onein Christ Jesus. In the Pastoral Epistles
aud in the Second Epistle of John the form
is “ Grace, mercy, and e” (2 John 3),
and in the Epistle of Jude it is “ Meroy,
;eaee, and love” (Jude 2). From God the

ather, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
These words are wanting in some impor-
tant manuscripts, and are omitted in tho
R.V. The preponderance, however, of ex-
ternal authority is in their favour.

Ver. 2—We. Many expositors (Cony-
beare, Koch, Jowett) suppose that the plural
is here used for the singular ; as Paul else-
where does in other parts of this Epistle.
Thus: “ Wherefore we would come unto
zou, even I Paul, once and again” (oh.

. 18); “Wherefore when we could no
longer forbear, we thought it good to be left

at Athens alone” (ch. {ii. 1). In theso
verses the pronoun “we” is evidently re-
stricted to Paul. 8lill, however, Silvanus
and Timotheus being mentioned directly
before, it is most natural to include them
here. @ive thanks to God always for you all.
All Paul’s Epistles, with the solitary excep-
tion of the Epistle to the Galatians, com-
mence with an expression of thanksgiving.
mention of you in our prayers;
whilst we are engaged in prayer for you.
Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians took the
for{'n of thnnksgivil‘)g;h‘ with
er. 3.—Remem out ceasing.
Some attach the words, * without ceasing,”
or “unceasingly,” to the previous clause;
“making mention of you unceasingly in
our prayers” (so Alford). Your work of
faith, and labour of love, and patience of
hope. These expressions are not to be
weakened, as if they were a mere Hebraism
for active fuith, laborious love, ard patient
hope. Wec have here the three cardinal
virtues—faith, love, and hope (1 Cor. xiii.
13). Elsewhero these are com-
bined. Thus again in this Epistle:
“Putting on the breastplate of faith and
love; and for an helmet, the hope of sal-
vation ” (ch. v. 8); and in the Epistle to the
Colossians: “ Since we heard of your faith
in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye
have to all saints, for the hope which is
laid up for you in heaven” (Col i. 4, 5).
By the “ work of faith" is not meant fait!
itself as the work of God (John vi. 29), but
that faith which is energetic, which is active
and living, productive of good works. By
the “labour, or toil, of love” is not meant
that love which is devoted to God, but that
love which manifests itself in acts of kind-
ness toward our fellow-Christians and toward
the human race. And by the ‘ patience of
hope” is meant that constancy which re-
mains unconquered by trials and persecu-
tions. There is a climax here;.faith manifests
itself by its works—its active exertion ; love
by its toils—its works of self-denial; and
hope by its patience—its endurance amid
trials and disco ments. *“Remembering,
the apostle would say, your faith, hope,
and love: a faith that had its outward
effect on your lives ; a love that spent itself
in the service of others; and a hope that
was no mere transient feeling, but was con-
tent to wait for the things unseen, when
Christ should be revealed” (Jowett). In
our Lord Jesus Christ. These words do not
refer to all three virtues (Hofmann), but
only to the last, specifying its object,
namely, that it is hope in the advent of the
Lord Jesus Christ. This is hope’s highest
expeotation, because at the advent the
kingdom of Christ will come in its glory.
In the sight of (or rather, before) and
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our Pather. These words are to be conjoined
with *“remembering:” * remembering un-
eeuingl{ before God and our Father your
work of faith,” eto. Aocording to the
English idiom, the conjunction “and” is
diPPed_“ God our Father.”

er. 4.—Knowing ; that is, not the Thes-
salonians themselves, but we, Paul and Sil-
vanus and Timotheus ; knowing, being well
assured of. Brethren beloved, election
of God; or rather, as it is in the margin
and in the R.V., Knowing brethren, be-
loved of God, your election. By election
is meant that act of free by which
God destines individuals to become believers
in Christ. Thus the Thessalonian converts
were chosen or elected by God from among
their heathen countrymen to become Chris-
tians. The ultimate reason of their Chris-
tianity was their election of God.

Ver. 5.—For; or rather, how that (R.V.);
or, because ; assigning the reasons for Paul’s
confidence in their election; and these rea-
sons were two: first, the powerful entrance
which the gospel had among them; and
secondly, the joyful reception which was

iven to it by the Thessalonians. Our gospel ;

t is, the gospel which was preached by
us. Came not unto you in word only. The
gospel came in word, for this was a necessary
requisite, but “not in word only,” that

18, it was not & bare publication or commu-
nication in human words. But in power.
BSome restrict the epithets which here follow
to the teachers, as denoting the mode in
which they }neaehed the gospel; but it is
better to refer them both to the teachers
and the taught. By “power” is not meant
miracles, but, in contrast to “ word,” the
power with which Paul and his companions
preached, and the impression which the
1 made on the hearers. And in the
g':m Here also the reference is, not
to miraculous gifts, but to the influences of
the Spirit accompanying the preaching of
the gospel ; such was the efficacy of Paul's
preaching that it proved itself to be accom-
panied by the operation of the Holy Ghost
m the conversion of his hearers. There is
here an ascent: the gospel came in power,
and, what is more, it came in the Holy
Ghost. And in much assurance. By “as-
surance ” here is meant the confldence with
which Paul and his fellow-workers preached
the gospel to the Thessalonians, and the
fulness of conviction with which the Thes-
salonians received it. As yeo kmow. An
appeal to their knowledge that what he now
states is true. What manner of men we
were among you. Alluding to the blame-
Jessness of their behaviour when in Thessa-
lonica. ¥or your sake; namely, that we
sought not our own profit or advantage,
but your spiritual good.

Ver. 6.—~Now follows the second reason
assigned by Paul for his confidence in their
election. And ye became followers (or, ém¢-
tators) of us, and of the Lord; of Christ.
By becoming imitators of the apostle, the
became imitators of Christ. ‘“Be yo fol-
lowers of me,” writes St. Paul to the Corin-
thians, “even as I also am of Christ” (1
Cor. xi. 1). The point of imitation did not
consist in their cordial reception of the gos-
pel, for that could not apply to Christ; but in
their joyful endurance of suffering. Having
reosived the word in much affiiction. We
learn from the Aots that the unbelieving Jews
stirred up the heathen rabble, and raised a
persecution against Paul and his associates,
in consequence of which they had to depart
from Thessalonica (Aots xvii. 4—10). It
would appear that, after the apostle had left
the city, the persecution, far from abating,
rather increased, and the Gentile inhabit-
ants united with the unbelieving Jews
against the Christians; the Thessalonian
converts suffered from their own country-
men as well as from the Jews (ch. ii. 14).
With joy of the Holy Ghost; that is, not
merely spiritual joy, or joy in the Holy
Ghost, but joy which proceeds from the
Holy Ghoet—joy which is produced by him,
of which he is the Author.

Ver. 7.—80 that ye were ensamples. The
word here rendered “ensamples” literally
signifies “t ” It is used to denote a
form or figure (Acts vii. 43), a model or
likeness (Acts vii. 44), a mark or impression
(John xx. 25). Hence, in & metaphorioal
sense, it came to signify an example, a
pattern for imitation. *Now these
are our examples” (1 Cor. x. 6). To all
that believe—to all believers—in Macedonia
and Achaia. These are the two provinces
into which ancient Greece was divided by
the Romans, each of which was governed by
a proconsul. Macedonia was the northern
portion, including Macedonia proper, Epirus
and Illyricum; at first it was divided into
four districts, but afterwards united into
one province, of which Thessalonica was
constituted the capital. Achaia was the
southern portion of ancient Greece, includ-
ing the Peloponnesus, Attica, Beeotia, etec.,
and, until recently, was nearly of the same
dimensions with the modern kingdom of
Greece; its capital was Corinth,

Ver. 8.—For; or, because the proof of this
praise conferred on the Thessalonians. From
you sounded out. Resounded like the sound
of a trumpet. Comlp. Rom. x. 18, “ Their
sound went into all the earth, and their
words unto the end of the world.” The
word of the Lord. This does not intimate
that the Thessalonians by their missionary
activity disseminated the gospel, but that
from them locally the gospel had spread.
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Not only in Maocedonis and Achaia, but also
in every place your faith to God-ward is
sproad abroad. is a slight difficulty
in the construction. The sentence is com-
51:&0 without the addition, ¢ your faith to

-ward is spread abroad,” and, therefore,
we must consider these words as equivalent
to “from you sounded out the word of the
Lord.” When the apostle says that *“the
faith of the Thessalonians is spread abroad
in every place,” the meaning is that the
report of their joyful reception of the gospel
had excited universal attention. There is
here a certain use of the figure hyperbole.
The words, “ in every place,” are not to be
taken in their full literal sense, but are
merely a strong expression for the wide
diffasion of the faith of the Thessalonians.
Paul uses similar hyperboles in other places,
a8 when he speaks of the faith of the Romans
being spoken of throughout the whole world
(Rom. i. 8), and of the gospel having come
into all the world (Col. i. 6). This wide
diffusion of the faith of the Thessalonians,
notwithstanding the recent date of their
conversion, may be accounted for when we
consider that Thessalonica and Corinth
wero two t commercial cities, from and
to which there was a constant coming and
going, 8o that reports might easily be trans-
mitted by merchants and strangers. It has
also been suggested that Aquila and Pris-
cilla, who hnggl:stely come from Rome (Acts
xviii. 2), must in their journey have
through Theesalonica, and would bring with
them to Corinth such a report of the faith
of the Thessalonians (Wieseler). 8o that we
need not to speak ; that is, of your
faith, as this is already so well known and
applauded.

er. 9.—For they themselves; that is, the
reporters, those in Macedonia, Achaia, and
every other place. Show of us; or, report
concerning us (R.V.) in regard to our
preaching or entrance among you. Instead of
questions being asked of us by them, as would
naturally be expected, they of their own
aocord give information. What manner of
entering in we had among you. “ Entering”’
here evidently refers, not merely to the out-
ward entrance, the mere preaching of the
gospel among the Thessalonians; but to
the access, the internal entrance, which the
gospel found into their hearts; that is, with

what power and fulness of the Holy Ghost
we preached the gospel unto and with
what joy and confidence and contempt of
danger ye received it. And how ye turned
to God from idols. This, as already remarked,
is one of the proofs that the Church of Thes-
salonica was chiefly composed of Gentile
converts, though, of course, not to the exclu~
sion of the Jewish element (Acts xvii. 4).
To serve the living and true God. Two epi-
thets employed in contrast to the idols of
the heathen: “living,” in opposition to dead
idols, which were nothing in the world;
“ trae,” not in the sense of veracious, but
of real in opposition to the imaginary gods
of the heathen.

Ver. 10.—And to wait. The faith of the
Thessalonians took the form of hope or ex-
pectation for the coming of the Lord; an
element of Christian feeling, perhaps, not so
grominent in the present day. For his Son

heaven ; referring to the second advent.
Christ on his departure from this world
went to heaven, where he resides, makin,
intercession for us, but from thence he wil
come to judge the quick and the dead. In
the primitive Church the advent of Christ
was not regarded as at a distance, but as
an event which might at any moment ocour.
‘Whom he raised from the dead; with em-
phasis placed before “Jesus,” because his
resurrection from the dead was the open de-
claration, the public inauguration, of his Di-.
vine sonship (Rom. i. 4). Even Jesus which
delivered us. The participle is present ; not
t, “who delivered us,” namely, by his
eath ; nor future, * who shall deliver us,”
at the judgment ; but present, “ who delivers
us;” the deliverance is going on—it com-
menoced with his death, but will not be com-
Keleted until his advent. Or the word may
used as a substantive, “Jesus, our De-
liverer.” From the wrath; or righteous in-
dignation of God ; here punishment as the
effect of wrath. “The wrath of God is, in
its deepest ground, love; love itself becomes
a consuming fire to whatever is opposed to
the nature of gooduess” (Koch). To come;
literally, which is coming, the coming wrath,
denoting its absolute certainty. This coming
wrath will take place at the advent of Christ,
when he appears, not only for the salva-
tion of his people, but for the destraction
of his enemies.

HOMILETICS.

Vers. 1, 2.—The character of Christians. 1. They are converted; they turn to God
from idols. As the heathen turned from material idols, so do believers from spiritual idols.

A chango is effected in their disposition; their chief affection is now fix:

on God and

Christ ; they serve the living and true God. 2. They wait for the Lord Jesus Christ;

they expect salvation from him, and look forward to his second coming. 3.

They live

6 holy life ; they possess the three cardinal virtues, and prove that they do so by their

outward manifestations.
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Ver. 3.—The three cardinal virtues : faith, love, and hope. 1. Their order. Faith is
the commencement of the spiritual life, love its progress and continuance, and hope
its completion ; faith is the foundation, love the structure, and hope the top-stone of
God’s spiritual temple in the soul. 2. Their manifestations. Faith is seen by its
works ; love, by its self-denying exertions; and hope, by its patience and endurance.
fl; If'het'r reference to time. Faith refers to the past, love to the present, and hope to

e future.

Ver. 5.—The entrance of the gospel. 1. Negatively. “Not in word only.” The
preaching of the iospel will only add to our condemnation if we do not by faith accept
it; not nominal, but real Christianity is the chief matter; the entrance must not be
external, but internal. 2. Positively. “In power,” arresting us in our worldly career ;
“in the Holy Ghost,” being the Agent of our conversion; “in much assurance,” so
that we know from experience its truth and efficacy.

Ver. 6.—The smilation of Christ. Christ not only died as a Sacrifice, but lived as an
Example. He is the great Example whom we must imitate, the Pattern of the new
creation, the Original of which all believers are copies. Especially we must imitate him
in hi:nfaﬁent endurance of suffering. The cross is ever the Christian’s motto; and we
can only enter into heaven through tribulation.

Ver. 6.— The union of affliction with joy. The Thessalonians “received the word with
much affliction and joy of the Holy Ghost.” Christianity makes no stoical demands.
Spiritual joy does not exclude, but even includes, sorrow. ¢ Sorrowing, yet always
rejoicing,” is the Christian’s condition. To glory in tribulation is the Christian’s experi-
ence. *“In the spiritual world joy and sorrow are not two, but one.”

Ver. 7.—The example of Christians. It was greatly to the praise of the Thessa-
lonians that they were examples to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 1. Con-
sistent believers are living evidences of the truth of Christianity. By the purity of their
conduct, by their unselfishness, by their patience in suffering, they prove that there is
somethixtz’ireal and living in Christianity. 2. Inconsistent believers are obstacles in the
way of the gospel. They confirm the worldly in their worldliness, as if Christianity
were a mere pretence, and thus give occasion to the enemies of God to blaspheme.

Ver. 10.—The expectation of the advent. Believers are here described as waiting for
the Son of God from heaven. Certainty of the fact of the advent; Christ shall come
from heaven. Uncertainty of the time of the advent; * Of that day knoweth no man,
not even the angels who are in heaven.” It would appear that the early Christians
believed that Christ might come at any time, even in their days; the first advent, bein
50 recent, excited within them the expectation of the immediateness of the secon(ﬁ
Hence the doctrine of the second advent occupied 8 much more prominent place in the
thoughts of the primitive Christians than it does in ours. It was to them a living
power; believers then lived in constant expectation of the coming of the Lord ; whereas
the teaching of the present day has in a measure passed from it ; its uncertainty, instead
of exciting us to holiness and watchfulness, is too often abused as an encouragement to
sloth and security.

HOMILIES BY VARIOUS AUTHORS.

Ver. 1.—Address and salutation. At a point almost midway between the apostle’s.
call and his martyrdom he penned this first of his thirteen Epistles, which was, perhaps,
the earliest book of New Testament Scripture, and addressed to one of the primary
centres of European Christianity.

1. THE AUTHORS OF THE BALUTATION. “ Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy.” Simply
Paul, without official adjunct of any sort, for there was no one in the Thessalonian
Church to challenge his apostleship or his relationshl;g to Christ, He associates Sil-
vanus and Timothy with himself in the salutation as they were associated with him in
the original foundation of the Church ; Silvanus being placed next to himself, because
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he was of older standing and greater weight in the Church than Timothy, a compara-
tively young evangelist.

. IL Te® H TO WHICH THE SBALUTATION WAS ADDRESSED. To the Church of
the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 1. Its situation.
Thessalonica was the capital of all Macedonia, and is still the second city of European
Turkey. Important then as now by its commerce; important by its place on the great
road which connected Rome with its Asiatic dependencies ; but more important in the
eye of the apostle as a grand centre of missionary operations both by land and sea, and
with a mingled population of Jews and Gentiles. 2. I¢s true character as @ Church. It
was * the Church of the Thessalonians ”—a regularly organized community of Chris-
tians, mostly Gentiles, having the root and ground of its spiritual existence in nnion
with the Father and the Son. They were “in the fellowsbip of the Father aud the
Son,” because they were ¢ dwelling in God, and God in them,” and * they were in him
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.” The one fellowship implies the other; for
Jesus said, “ No man cometh unto the Father but by me; ” yet it is also true that it is
“ God who calls us into the fellowship of the Son” (1 Cor. 1. 9). This double fellow-
ship is secured by the bond of the Holy Spirit. As cnjoyed by the Thessalonians it
implied : (1) Their devotion to the truth; for only “as abiding in the doctrine of
Christ ” they would have * both the Father and the Son” (2 Jobn 9; 1 John ii. 24).
There is no fellowship but in the truth. To be in darkness is to be out of fellow=
ship (1 John i. 6), (2) Their unity. *Even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us” (John xvii. 21). (3) Their love to one another.
“If we love one another God abideth in us” (1 John iv. 12). (4) Their boldness in
the day of judgment (1 Jobn ii. 28). (5) Their ultimate perfection. “I in them, and
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one” (John xvii. 21=23). Behold thus
the high dignity and blessed privilege of the Church at Thessalonica.

III. THE saLUTATION. * Grace and peace be unto you.” (Sce homiletical hints on
Gal. i. 6 ; Col. i. 2)—T.C.

Vers. 2, 3.—Heartfelt thanksgiving for spiritual prosperity. The apostle o8 by
a full and earnest expression of thanksgiving such as is characteristic of all bimistleu
except that to the Galatians,

1. THE GROUND OF THANKSGIVING. “ Remembering without ceasing your work of
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” We consider
here: 1. The graces of the Christian life. We have here, in the first Epistle ever
written by the apostle, his favourite trilogy of Christian principles. (1) The three
graces are fundamental, Asthe three principal colours of the rainbow—red, yellow, and
blue, representing respectively heat, light, and purifying power—supply in their combi-
nation all the other colours, 8o, by a sort of moral analysis, it can be shown that faith,
hope, and love lie at the foundation, or enter into the composition, of all other Chris-
tian graces whatever. (2) They are three inseparable graces. Faith always works by
love, and love is inseparable from hope, for “hope maketh not ashamed, because the
love of God is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost ” (Rom. v. §). Maith is the
necessary root, as hope and love are its unfailing fruits. As faith works by love, it is
also the substance of things hoped for. (3) They are at once the defence and the adorn-
ment of Christian life. ¢ Let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breast-
plate of faith and love; and for a helmet, the hope of salvation” (ch. v. 8). (4) They
are the abiding principles of Christian life: ¢ Now abideth faith, hope, love, these
three” (1 Cor. xiii. 13). They donot die with death ; for in eternity the Church will
‘be made perfect in love, as it will ever continue to trust in the Lord, and hope for new
developments of truth and new disclosures of blessedness, 2. The practical aspect of
these graces as forces in the life of the Church. There is a climax in the exhibition of
the three graces. The apostle does not say, “ the work of faith, the work of love, the
work of hope,” but ascends from work to labour, and from labour to endurance. There
is a work that is a refreshing exercise of our energies, but it involves no exhaustion
or fatigue; but when work has deepened into labour we become conscious of the
limitation of our strength, and then we have to call in the new principle of endurance, or
“ patience,” if we are to carry it to a triumphant result. (1) The work of faith points
to a work springing out of faith ; for faith is the most active of all the principles which
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influence human conduct. Their faith was, therefore, a fruitful faith. (2) The labour
of love suggests the sacrifices which we are ready to make for the objects of our love.
It was not “love in word or in tongue,” but “in deed and in truth ” (1 John iii. 18),
(3) The patience of hope suggests the severity of present afflictions, which are borne
with constancy and perseverance because the sufferers are cheered by hope. But it is
“ hope in our Lord Jesus Christ; ” that is, hope of his second advent; for the Thessa-
lonians had a constant and overwhelming sense of the nearness of his coming, which in
some cases broke in upon the continuity of their daily duties.

II. THE 0CCABION, CIRCUMSTANCES, AND FREQUENCY OF THE APOSTLE'S THANKSGIVING.
“ We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers.”
1. It was in his prayers for them that he expressed his thanksgiving. *Even in the
sight of God and our Father.” Tbe care of all the Churches was upon him daily (2 Cor.
xi. 28), and under such a burden be “ bowed his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” It is bappy for Christians to be remembered in the prayers of saints, to be
borne upon their hearts, to be borne up before God in intercessory prayer (Rom. i. 9;
Eph. i. 16). His thanksgivings were as constant as his prayers. 2. The thanksgivings
were addressed to God because the spiritual prosperity at Thessalonica was due neither
to the converts themselves nor to the preachers of the gospel. 'We must ever speak of
the grace of God, and exalt it in our praises. 3. The thanksgiving was all the more
hearty and full because it had reyard to the prosperity of the entire community. “ All
of you,” because they were an eminent seai of his apostleship, a blessed effect of his
ministry among them.—T. C.

Vers. 4—6.—Their election and its fruits another ground of thanksgiving. The
apostle, Jew as he was, addresses these Grentiles as his brethren, and represents them
as the objects of Divine love. “ Knowing, brethren beloved of God, your election.”

L. THERE I8 AX ELECTION ACCORDING TO GRACE. 1. The election referred to here was
not an eloction to external pri or ecclessastical relationship; for that might bave had
a very uncertain issue, and would not have been the subject of such abounding thankful-
ness as he expressesin this passage. 2. Itwas not even the call to obtain glory, which they
had received through his gospel (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14); for the election only realized itself in
that call, Scripture always distinguishing the order of clection and calling, *“ Whom he
did predestinate, them he also called ” (Rom. viii. 30). 3. Much less is the election to be
sdentified with regeneration, conversion, or faith. These were its effects. 4. It was an
election to eternal life, involving all the various processes of his grace. (Rom. xi.5.) (1)
It is an election in Christ (Eph. i. 4). (2) It is irrespective of merit (Rom. ix. 11).
(3) It is through faith and the sanctification of the Spirit (2 Thess, ii. 13). (4) Itis to
eternal glory (Rom. ix. 23).

IL THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS ELECTION I8 A POSSIBLE AND AN ACTUAL EXPERIEXCE.
The apostle’s knowledge was not derived from special revelation, neither was it the
mere credulity of a kindly charity, * hoping all things” in the absence of evidence. It
bad a double ground—one subjective and the other objective; one based upon the
apostle’s conscious experience in preaching the gospel, the other upon their practical
and bearty reception of the truth. 1. The subjective evidence. * For our gospel came
not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance.” (1) It did come in word, !%3 it was conveyed to the Thessalonians in
human speech, albeit not “in the enticing words of man’s wisdom,” but it passed

ond the word. It did not merely sound in the ear nor touch the understanding.

(2) But it came in power—on the part of the preachers with an overwholmit;g force
and persuasiveness, 8o that “ the faith of the pwﬁle should not stand in the wisdom of
man, but in the power of God” (1 Cor. ii. 5). There was a conscious abounding energy
which carried them beyond themselves, with an overmastering conviction that they
would prevail. (3) It came also “in the Holy Ghost,” or, as the apostle elsewhere
it, “in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (1 Cor. ii. 4). The Word

would otherwise have been a dead letter and a killing letter, but the Spirit gave it life.
The power of the gospel, therefore, was due to the efficient operation of the Spirit. (4)
It came also “in much assurance,” not on the part of the I'hessalonians, but on the part
of the preachers of the gospel, who were fully convinced of its truth, and had thorough
confidence in its power. (5) This subjective evidence was confirmed by their own
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recollection of the three preachers of the gospel—“ As ye know what manner of men we
were among iou for your sake.” The Thessalonians would have a very vivid recollec-
tion both of the preaching and the preachers. The three brethren were conspicuous by
their holiness, their zeal, and their interest in the welfare of the Thessalonians, This
was no self-flattery, for it was confirmed by the knowledge of their converts. 2. The
objective evidence of their election. “And ye became imitators of us, and of the Lord,
having received the Word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost.” Their ready
imitation of the apostle and his colleagues—which was, in truth, an imitation of Christ,
so far as they were connected with him in his life and truth—was a practical proof of
the sincerity of their conversion. The imitation was manifest in the spirit and circum-
stances of their reception of the truth. (1) The truth was received “in much afflic-
tion.” The history of their conversion confirms this statement (Acts xvii. 5, 9). But
the persecution continued after the departure of the apostle. The gospel had its draw-
backs, but the Thessalonians were steadfast in their allegiance to the truth, (2) Yet
it was received “ with joy of the Holy Ghost;” that is, the joy that springs from his
presence in the soul. They were thus imitating that apostle who *took pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake ™
(2 Cor. xii. 9,10). The joy in question is (a) a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. v. 22); (b) it
is essentially connected with the kingdom of God as part of its blessedness (Rom. xiv.
17); (c) it is capable of increase through the very presence of affliction (Acts v. 41);

‘I? it is the strength of the believer—* The joy of the Lord shall be your strength ”
f eh. viii. 10); () its advent marks a distinct change in the world's history ; (5“) it
ought to be constant (Phil. iv. 4); (g) it is maintained through abiding in Christ
(Jobn xv. 10, 11).—T. C,

Vers. 7, 8.—The profound smpression made by the conversion of the Thessalonians,
Having become imitators of the apostles and of our Lord, they soon became examples
for the imitation of other Churches. Their conversion lifted them up into a sudden and
distinct visibility in two directions,

1. THE GOSPEL WAS THUS CARRIED THROUGH NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN (GREECE LIKE
THE RINGING S8OUND OF A TRUMPET. * For from you hath sounded out the Word of
the Lord in Macedonia and Achaia.”” These two divisions of Greece, included in
the Roman empire, received the report of the gosﬁel, which went forth like a joyful
sound, proclaiming with no uncertainty liberty to the captives. 1. 4 work of grace in
one place quickly leads to a work of grace in other places. The tale of wonder is
repeated with solemn surprise, gratitude, and expectation. 2. Churches already in
existence were stirred and stimulated by the visible work of grace at Thessalonica.

II. THE REPORT OF THEIR FAITH RECEIVED A WIDE PUBLICITY EVERYWHERE, EVEN
OUTSIDE THE LIMITS OF GeEECE. This was not wonderful, for the city was, as Cicero
says, in the very bosom of the Roman empire, a centre of business and influence which
touched its furthest limits, Their faith must have had the solid stamp of reality to
produce such a widespread sensation. It must have been practical and self-manifes-
tative, for they did not hide it in their own breasts, but declared it by words and deeds.
There was, therefore, no necessity for the apostle speaking about it—*so that we neced
not to speak anything.”—T. C.

Vers. 9, 10.—The nature of the impression made upon the world by the spectacle of
Thessalonian piety. It was a truly providential foresight that led the apostles at the
beginning of the gospel to plant it first in the great cities of the world. Thus it first
appeared at Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephesus, Thessalonica, Rome, and Corinth,

I. THE WORLD WAS FIRST IMPRESSED BY THE RAPID AND IMMEDIATE SUCCESS OF THE
APoSTLES. “For they themselves show of us what manner of entering in we had unto
you.” The world seemed to appreciate the boldness, the sincerity, the uprightness of
the preachers, as elements of their success; for there was no dexterous flattery, there
was no spirit of self-seeking, there was no guileful strategy, in the proclamation of the

L,
mﬁ? THE WORLD WAS STILL MORE DEEPLY IMPRESSED BY THE BLESSED EFFECTS OF THE
A PREACHING, “ And how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and
true God.” 1. It was a conversion from idolairy, Immediately and at once they
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received converting grace, under the influence of which they turned to the Lord from
their dead and fictitious deities. (1) Idolatry is apostasy from God. These Thessa-
lonians “ had changed th;glory of the incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of
corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things  (Rom. i. 23),
They had been * joined to their idols ” for (Hos. iv. 17). 'They had been hitherto
walking just like other Gentiles, in all moral blindness and carnality of heart (Eph. iv.
17,18). (2) Their conversion was a repudiation of idolatry. It was not mere prosely-
tism. It was the bursting asunder of ties which had an immense social as well as
religious weight in pagan life, (3) It was a thorough consecration to the service of
the living and true God. As their God was true God and living God, having life in
himself and a true and faithful relation to his worshippers, they could give him the
living service of faith, obedience, and dependence. 2. Another effect of the apostles’
preaching was their tion of our Lord’s coming. 'I'he doctrine of the advent
occupies the foreground in the thoughts of the Thessalonians, as in the two Epistles
addressed to them. As faith underlies the service of the true God, so hope underlies
the expectation of the Lord’s coming. *‘And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivereth us from the wrath to come.” ?)
This implies the belief that Jesus is in heavon, to reign, to plead, to prepare a place for
18, (2) It implies the belief that he will return from heaven, The Thessalonians may
have believed that he would return in that age, but all Christians live in the “ blessed
hope ” of his second coming. (3) This waiting attitude implied the recognition of a
certain connection between Christ’s resurrection and our deliverance from the wrath to
come. They were not waiting for a dead man lying in a Jewish grave, but for One
raised from the dead, and living in the power of an endless life. His resurrection implied
the completion of his atoning work, as the work of atonement supplies the ground for
our countinuous deliverance from the wrath that is coming. There is a wrath coming
upon disobedient sinners, but there is a way of deliverance provided in the Word of
Jesus Christ ratified by his resurrection from the dead.—T. C.

Ver. 1.—The address. 1. THE WRITER. 1. He uses no tlitle. He does not style
himself .:iostle. He asserted his apostolic authority when it was npcessary to do so;
for the sake of others, as in his Egi;tles to the Corinthians and Gilatians. Now it
was not necessary ; the Macedonian Churches regarded him with affection and reverence.
He simply gives his name, his new name—Paul. He had laid aside his old name with
all its associations. It recalled the memory of the famous king, Saul the son of Kisbh,
of the tribe of Benjamin. It recalled to the apostle the memories of his own old uncon-
verted life, his self-eatisfied Pharisaism, his persecution of the Church, especially that
one saddest day of his life, when he consented to the death of the first martyr of the
Lord, the hol¥ Stephen. He had laid aside his old name, and with it his old modes of
thought, his old life. Paul was, we may say, his Christian name ; we do not read of it
before the beginning of his first missionary journey ; it was consecrated now by con-
stant, untiring, self-sacrificing labour. It was known wherever Christ was preached as
the name of the great missionary, the apostle of the Gentiles, the first of the noble
band of Cbristian missionaries, who had left his home and all that once he loved to
devote bimself, heart and soul, to the mission work with all its hardships, all its
dangers. Many holy men have trodden in his steps; but it was Paul who first set the
high example, who kindled the sacred enthusiasm which bas led so many saints in
every age to fulfil the Lord’s command, to go into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature. Paul is a Latin name ; it means “little.” St. Augustine in one place
suggests that St. Paul may have chosen it to mark himself as “ the least of theapostles.”
There are other possible reasons for the change, and it may be thought that St. Paul
would have shrunk from what might seem almost like a de of humility. But at
Jeast we may find a lesson here. exalteth the humble. Paul is a famous name,
Others have borne it—some distinguished Romans; but it was reserved for the apostle
to make the name honoured and beloved throughout the civilized world. The Paulus
who conquered Macedonia for Rome is far less famous now than the Paul who won the
Macedonian Churches for Christ. 2. He associates others with himself. Paul is the
spiritunl father of the Thessalonian Christians; he is the writer of the Epistle, not
Silvanus or Timotheus (see 2 Thess. iii. 17). But they had laboured with him in
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Thessalonica ; Silvanus certainly, Timotheus in all probabilit&; they had shared his
dangers there; they were well known to the Thessalonians, he joins their names
with his own, recognizing their brotherly fellowship, their faithful co-operation, and
shrinking, it may be, from putting himself into unnecessary prominence. Ho seeks not
honour for himself; he has no literary ambition ; his one aim is the salvation of his
converts, the glory of God. (1) Silvanus, or, in the shortencd form of the name, Silas,
He, like 8t. Paul, was a Roman citizen, and bore a Latin name. It was, in the Latin
mythology, the name of the sylvan god, who was supposed to protect the sheep, and
save them from wolves. When he became a Christian, that name might perhaps serve
to remind him of the great duty of tending the flock for which the good Shepherd died.
He had been a leader in the Church at Jerusalem phe was a prophet (Acts xv. 32), that
is, he had the gift of spiritual, inspired eloquence; he used it to exhort and confirm tha
brethren. He accompanied St. Paul in his first missionary journey; he worked with
him, he suffered witﬂullnim. In the dungeon at Philippi, his feet made fast in the
stocks, he prayed and sang praises unto God. His presence and sympathy had cheered
8t. Paul in his dangers, mpanionship in affliction had bound them very close to one
another. When working together at Thessalonica they must have still felt the effects of
the many stripes which they had received at Philippi. It was natural that St. Paul
should mention Silas in writing to the Thessalonians, We may notice here that he
furnishes one of the links which couple together the two apostles whose differences

Gal. i, 11—21& have been so much magnified by heretics of old, by unbelievers now.

t. Paul loved Silvanus; $t. Peter counted him a faithful brother (1 Pet. v. 12), (2
Timotheus, St. Paul’s dearest companion, his own son in the faith, bound to him wit
tho closest ties of tender, personal affection. He stands first among the noble company
of holy, loving fellow-workers whom St. Paul had drawn around himself. He was
known to the Thessalonians; his name, indeed, does not appear in the record of St.
Paul's visit to Thessalonica in the Acts of the Apostles. But we know that he was sent
thero afterwards to establish and to comfort the Thessalonian Christians concerning
their faith (ch. iii. 2). Doubtless he was chosen for that work because of the Christian
zeal, the loving, gentle sympathy which marked his beautiful character. He fulfilled
his mission, and brought back to the apostle good tidings of the faith and charity of the
Thessalonians. He greets them now.

IL. Tur CuurcH. 1. The foundation of the Thessalonian Church. St. Paul had .
been shamefully treated at Philippi ; he had not lost courage. He came to Thessalonica ;
he went, as he was wont, to the synagogue. There be preached for three sabbath days;
he “reasoned with them out of the Scriptures.” He showed (as our Lord himself had
shown to the two disciples on the way to Emmaus) that it was necessary that the
Messiah should suffer, and should rise again from the dead ; he showed that Jesus was
the Messiah, the Christ. All true preaching must be full of Scripture; all true preaching
must be full of Christ. St. Paul’s words were greatly blessed. Some Jews believed, a
great multitude of Greek proselytes, many ladies of rank. Those three sabbaths
bad been wonderfully fruitful; a Church was formed at Thessalonica. 2. The word
 Church.” This is the earliest of St. Paul's extant Epistles; it may be (possibly the
Tpistle of St. James was written earlier) the earliest of all the writings of the New
Testament. Then, if we were to read the New Testament in chronological order, we
should meet here with the word ¢ Caurch ” for the first time. St. James (ii. 2) uses the
word ““ synagogue,” not “ Church.” Our Lord, of course, used it earlier. He founded the
Cburch. He had said, “ On this rock will I build my Church;” and again, “ l'ell it to
the Church.” But the date of St. Matthew’s Gospel is probably later than that of this
Epistle. The Greek word means simply an assembly, a congregation, as the word
‘‘synagogue ” means a meeting. It is derived from a verb which means to call out or
summon, and is regularly used in classical Greek of the assemblies of citizens summoned
by the magistrate in the Greek commonwealths for legislative or other political pur~
poses (comp. Acts xix. 89); sometiines of other assemblies, as of the crowd of artisans
collected by ‘Demetrius (Acts xix, 82, 41). It is used of the congregation of Israel
in Acts vii. 38 ; Heb. fi. 12; and sometimes in the Septuagint. The New Testament
has taken the word and filled it with a new and holy meaning, It is the assembly
which Christ hath chosen to himself out of the world—the flock of Christ. The visible
Church of Christ is “a congregation of faithful men, in which the pure Word of God is
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preached, and the sacraments be duly ministered according to Christ’s ordinance in all
those things that of necessity are requisite to the same.” The great day of Pentecost
was the true birthday of the Church ; the gift of the Holy Ghost then sent down from
heaven knit together the disciples into one body, the mystical body of Christ. 8t. Luke
gives us, in the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, a description of the Church at
that time. ¢ Then they that gladly received the Word were baptized: . . . and the
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers.” Thus the notes of the Church, according to Holy Scripture, are baptism,
fellowship with the apostles, the doctrine of th(i):soscles, the holy communion, public
worship. The Church is also one, for it is one body in Christ, united into one fellow-
ship by the indwelling of the one Spirit. It is holy, because it is being sanctified by the
Holy Ghost ; all its members are dedicated to God in holy baptism ; they are all pledged
by that dedication to follow after holiness of heart and life. It is catholic, because it
is not confined to one nation, like the synagogue, but universal, world-wide, open to all
who receive the Word of God. It is apostolic, because it is built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief Corner-stone; and
because it continues in the doctrine and fellowship of the apostles, It is the bride of
Christ. “ Christ loved the Church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word, that he might present it unto
himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.” 3. The Church of the Thessalonians. Now
there was a branch of the one Church at Thessalonica. (1) It was the second Church
founded in Europe. The first was at Philippi, a small e, though & Roman colony.
onica was a populous city, the metropolis of Macedonia. God plants his Church
everywhere. It embraces all who will acoei)t. the gospel—poor and rich, ignorant and
learned ; it meets the deepest needs of all places alike—the quiet country and the
stirring city. (2) It was already organized. It had its ministers (ch. v. 12, 13), and
its assemblies for smblio worship (ch. v. 27). Short as St. Paul’s visit was, he had, it
seems, ordained elders there, as he was wont to do in every Church (Aocts xiv. 23), and
had provided for the regular meetings of the brethren, (3) It was in God the Father
and in the Lord Jesus Christ. This was its essential characteristic. As Chrysostom
says, “ There were many éxxAncfas, many assemblies both Jewish and Greek. 8t. Paul
writes to that assembly, that congreiz\etion, which was in God. It is a high exaltation,
above all other possible dignities, to be in God.” Thessalonica formerly lay in wicked-
ness, in the evil one (1 John v. 19), in the sphere of his activity. Now, the Church there
was in God. The presence of God was the very atmosphere in which the Church lived
and moved. It lay in the overlasting arms, encircled with his embrace, guarded by
his love. The words imply a close intimate union, an exceeding great depth of love and
tenderness, a very great and profound truth, which does not admit of formal definition,
and cannot be adequately expressed in language; but it is realized, in a greater or less
degree, in the inner life of those true members of the Church who abide in that invisible,
but most holy and most blessed, union with the Lord. God had breathed into the
Church of the Thessalonians the breath of life—that new life, that eternal life, which
consists in the personal knowledge of God. That life is in his Son. Christ is the Life.
“ He that hath the Son hath life.,” The Thessalonian Church was in the Lord Jesus
Christ, as it was in God. “ We are in him that is true,” says St. John, “even in his
Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life,” The Church is in Christ,
then surely Christ is God. The Church cannot be said to be in any creature; in
8t. Paul, for instance, or in any other of the holiest saints of God. Such an assertion
would be unmeaning, blasphemous. Then in the first verse of the first of St. Paul’s
Epistles (the least dogmatic, some say, of all his Epistles, possibly the earliest of the New
Testament writings), he distinctly teaches the ﬁ“ doctrine of the divinity of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. * In Christ,” “in the Lord,” is a constant formula of St. Paul’s;
he is never weary of repeating it, never weary of enforcing the great truth that the
Christian lives in Christ. Here he asserts the same thing of the Church as a whole,
1t is in Christ, living in his life, holy in his holiness, strong in his strength, glorious
(John xvii. 22) in his ﬁlory; the glory of his presence now, the glory of eternal life
with him henceforth in heaven. The Church is “in Christ ;” its members must strive
to realizo the blessedness of that holy fellowship in their own individual souls.
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Outward membership will not avail for our salvation, unless we abide in living
spiritual communion with the Lord.

III. TeE sALUTATION. 1. Grace. It is one of those words which the Holy Spirit
has taken from common use and filled with a sweet and sacred meaning. (1) It is the
gracious favour of God which rests upon all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
T'hat favour is essentially free, spontaneous, flowing out of that eternal love which is
intimately one with the very being of God. “God is love.,” It is given in and through
the Lord Jesus; it is “ the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2) It is the gratitude,
the spirit of joyful thankfulness, which should be the happy temper of those who
believe in the grace of God. (8) It sometimes (as in Col. iv. 6) expresses the
sweetness, the winning beauty, the dignified gracefulness of the true Christian character.
The grace of God g:duces thankfulness, and gives grace and beauty to the life. 2.
Peace. It was the first greeting of the risen Lord to his apostles, * Peace be unto you.”
It became the apostolic greeting. The Macedonian Churches had little outward peace;
they were early called to suffer. They needed that blessed peace which God alone can
give. (Bee homiletics on Phil. i. 2 and iv. 7.)

Lessons, 1. Imitate St. Paunl in his humility. Notice every feature, every mani-
festation of that great grace; it is hard to learn. 2. The Church, as a whole, is in God ;
in his guardianship, in his encircling love. We must strive and pray to realize that
loving presence individually, to be in God ourselves. 3. Pray that grace and peace may
rest on all who bear the Name of Christ.—B. C. C.

Vers. 2—8.—The apostle’s thanksgiving. 1. Its cHARACTER. 1. It is shared with his
compansions. * We give thanks.” The three friends prayed and gave thanks together.
Itis true that the plural number is characteristic of these Epistles to the Thessalonians ;
the singular is avoided, it seems, from motives of modesty. But here, immediately
after the mention of the three names, it is natural to the thanksgiving as pro-
ceeding from all. It is a true Christian feeling that draws friends together for religious
exercises. The faith, the love, of the one kindles, strengthens, the like graces in the
other. The tide of prayer and praise from many hearts flows in deeper, fuller volume
towards the throne. And we know that where two or three are gathered ther in
his Name, there is he in the midst of them. 2. It 1s constant. “ We give thanks to
God always.” Thanksgiving is the joy of the redeemed in heaven ; it is the outpouring
of the Christian heart upon earth. The nearer we can approach to perpetual thanks-
giving, the nearer we draw to heaven, ¢ Sursum corda | ”—* Lift up your hearts ! ” is an
exhortation which we daily need. May God give us grace to answer daily, hourly,
“ We lift them up unto the Lord.” 8., It is for all. The true shepherd knows his
sheep; he loves them all, he prays forall. He does not divide them into parties. The
closer his own walk with God, the more he is enabled to keep himself apart from and
above party divisions. But the infant Thessalonian Church seems to have enjoyed the
blessing of unity. It was not, like Corinth, distracted by strife and y feeling.
4, It accompanied prayer. Thanksgiving and prayer ever go together. e man who
prays earnestly must give thauks, for prayer brings him into the sense of God’s most
gracious presence; and with that presence cometh joy—joy in the Lord. True prayer
must involve intercession, for in answer to prayer the Holy Spirit is given; and the
first, the chief of the fruits of the Spirit is love, St. Paul is a remarkable example of
perseverance in intercessory prayer.

IL Its eroUNDS. 1. His vemembrance of their spiritual state. He was workin
hard at Corinth ; in the midst of his labour, with all its new interests, he mmembercs
without ceasing the Christians of Thessalonica. The care of all the Churches was
already beginning to press upon him, He was unwearied in his labours, in his
supplications, in his constant thoughtfulness for all the Churches which he had
founded, for all the converts whom he had brought to Christ. Mark the extent,
the comprehensiveness of his love for souls. 2. His description of that state. The
Thessalonian Christians already exhibited the three chief Christian graces, (1) Faith,
and that not a dead faith, but a faith that was ever working through love, St.
Paul remembered their work of faith. Faith is itself a work, the work of God.
¢ This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” It is itself a
work, and it must work in the soul, for it is an active principle. It cannot exist with-
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out working. Its working may not always express itself in outward action ; it will do
s0 when possible; but it will be always working in the inner sphere of the heart,
groducing self-purification, self-consecration, spiritual self-sacrifice. Each step towards
oliness is & work of faith, hidden, it may be, from the eyes of men, but seen by him
who searcheth the heart. The Thessalonians had shown their faith by their works.
(2) Love, the greatest of the three, manifests itself in labour. The word is a strong
one; “ toil,” perhaps, is a better rendering. Toil is not painful when it is prompted by
love. True Christian love must lead the believer to toil for the gospel’s sake, for the
souls and bodies of those whom Jesus loved. The abundance of the Christian’s labours
is the measure of his love. “I laboured more abundantly than they all” (says St. Paul,
1 Cor. xv. 10): “ yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” (3) Hope.
The object of the Christian’s hope is the Saviour——our * Lord Jesus Christ, which is our
Hope.” We hope for him—for his gracious presence revealed in fuller measure now, for
the blissful vision of his glorious beauty hereafter. That hope is patient. The husband-
man waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth; the Christian waits patiently for
Christ. It works patience in the soul. He can endure the troubles of life who is
blessed with the lively hope of the inheritance reserved in heaven. The Thessalonians
showed in their lives the presence of this lively hope. All this the apostle remembered
without ceasing before God in his prayers and meditations. 3. His confidence in God’s
election. Himself ““a vessel of election” (Acts ix. 15), he felt sure that the same
gracious choice had rested on the Thessalonian Christians, God bad “chosen them to
salvation,” he tells them in the Second Epistle. St. Paul loves to dwell on the great
truth of God's election. 4. The evidence of that election. 8t. Paul finds it : (1) In the
lives of the Thessalonians. Archbishop Leighton beautifully says, ¢ If men can read
the characters of God’s image in their own souls, these are the counterpart of the golden
characters of his love in which their names are written in the book of life. He that
loves God may be sure that he was first loved of God ; and he that chooses God for his
delight and portion may conclude confidently that God hath chosen him to be one of
those that shall enjoy him and be ha;t)gy in him for ever; for that our love of him is
but the return and cussion of the beams of his love shining upon us.” The
TEessalonians received the Word ; they showed the martyr spirit; they were content to
suffer as Christians for the gospel’s sake. They had joy amid tears—that holy joy
which the presence of the blessed Spirit can give even in the midst of afflictions. They
were learning in their own experience the meaning of that seeming contradiction, "
“ Sorrowful, i:t always rejoicing.” They imitated the holy life of St. Paul, the holiest
life of the Lord Jesus Christ. By this patient continuance in well-doing they were
making their calling and election sure. (2) In the energy and success of his own
preaching among them. He had brought them the gospel, the glad tidings of great
joy. He had delivered his message with power, with the strength of deep conviction.
The Holy Ghost was with him, teaching him what to speak, filling him with a Divine
fervour and enthusiasm. His words were more than mere sounds; they were a message
fall of intense meaning—a message from God. The Thessalonians had felt the power of
his hing ; they were his witnesses, This energy was not his own; it came from
Godp;?:pmved that God was with him ;" it was a sure evidence that God was blessing
the apostle’s work ; it was given for the sake of the Thessalonians; it surely meant
that had chosen them to be his own.
Learn: 1. To take delight in the spiritual pro , in the faith, hope, love of our
fellow-Christians. 2. To thank God forit. 3. To refer all that seems in us to God’s
electing grace. 4. To look for the evidence of that election in holiness of life.~B, C.C.

Vers. 7—10.—The happy resulls of the conversion of the Thessalonians. 1. TaEy
BECAME AN EXAMPLE T0 OTHERS. 1. True piety tends to pr;gmgate ttself. The Thessa-
lonians had not long embraced Christianity. But they had learned much; they had
given their hearts to God. The Macedonian Churches gave St. Paul, from the first,

eep and unmingled satisfaction. Thessalonica was the metropolis of Macedonia, the
seat of government, a centre of trade. It became a centre of spiritual life. All
believers throughout Macedonia and Achaia looked to the Thessalonians. St. Paul was
pow at Corinth, the chief city of Achaia. The Lord had much people in that city; but
there were grave evils at Corinth, many causes for anxiety and distress. St. Paul must
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have told the Corinthians often of the simple faith and obedience of the Macedoniana.
So the Thessalonians became an example to the converts whose lot was cast among
the sensual temptations ant the intellectual restlessness of the famous Peloponnesian
town. The lives of good men are very precious ; they are a living proof of the power
of God’s grace; they arc facts which can be seen and tested; facts from which the
reality of the forces which are working in the unseen sphere of God’s spiritual agency
can be inferred with as much certainty as the laws of nature from the facts of observa-
tion and experiment. 2. The Word of God 18 living and powerful. The Thessalonians
had receiveseit; it was in their hearts and on their lips. As the starry heavens with
their silent witness declare the glory of God, so it is with the stars that are in tho
right hand of the Son of God (Rev. i. 20); their sound goeth forth into all the earth.
That heavenly melody was issuing now from Thessalonica. “ It hath sounded forth,”
8t. Paul says, like a clear, thrilling trumpet-strain. It hath sounded, and still it
sounds, reaching far and wide with its penetrating tones. The conversion of the
Thessalonians was known not only in the neighbouring regions of Greece. The glad
news had brought joy wherever the gospel had reached. It was not necessary for the
apostle to praise the faith of the Thessalonians; men knew it, talked of it among them-
selves, reported it to the great missionary himself.

II. THE TESTIMONY THAT WAS BORNE TO THE FAITH OF THE THESSALONIAXS.
Christians talked : 1. Of the wonderful success of St. Pauls preaching. Those three
wecks (he may have remained there somewhat longer) had been a time of marvellous
fruitfulness. It was butan entrance, the time was 8o short ; but what an entrance {—so
full of power, so manifestly under the Divine guidance. The three men—Silas, of
whom we know so little; Timotheus, shy and timid ; Paul, of whom it was said in
Corinth that his bodily presence was weak, and his speech contemptible,—they had
done wonders in Thessalonica. God was with them plainly ; there could be no other
explanation of such strange unexampled energy. 2. Of the change wrought in the
T onians, They turned from idol-worship. The Thessalonian Church was mainly
Gentile; there were a few Jews among them, but the Jews as a body bitterly perse-
cuted the infant Church. The gospel was glad tidings indeed to thoughtful Gentiles.
The Jews had great and precious truths, though their teachers had well-nigh_hidden
them under a mass of traditions and idle forms. But what was there in the heathenism
of the day on which a thinking man could rest his soul? There were temples every-
where, but what man who felt the yearnings of the human soul for righteousness and
God could in his beart reverence the deities who were worshipped there? 8o the
Thessalonians turned from their idols: (1) To serve the living and true God. The
Gentiles did not serve their gods. It could not be. They admired the temples and
the statues as works of art; they regarded their religion as of some political impor-
tance, & part of statecraft. DBut now the converts were ready to serve God, for they
began to know him. Their idols were dead things; the God whom Paul preached was
living, loving, and powerful ; they felt his power in their hearts, nay, he was the Life;
all life (they knew now) came from him, and was his gift. Their idols were false
gods, there was no truth in them ; they were images of that which was not; for an
idol, as St. Paul taught them, was ‘ nothing in the world.” The Thessalonians could
see the snowy t0£ of Olympus ; the stories of the gods who dwelt there were but idle
tales. St. Paul had tau&ht them of the great Creator who is very God, living and
true; nay, the one only Source of real life and being. He is the very God, the self-
existing One, 1 AM THAT I AM. There is none other. (2) To wait for his Son from
heaven. Hope is the key-note of this Epistle, as joy and faith are of the Epistles to
the Philippians and the Romans. St. Paul had taught his converts not only to believe
in God the Father who made us, but also in God the Son who redeemed us. He
taught them the great truths of the Resurrection and Ascension, the blessed doctrine of
the atonement. Some of the Thessalonians, perhaps, had tried to grapple with the
dark mysteries of life, sin and misery. St. Paul pointed them to Jesus. * Behold the
Lamb of God, who taketh away thesin of the world.” There is wrath coming in its
awiulness; but there is a Deliverer—One who is delivering us now, who is daily deliver-
ing us from the power of sin, a8 we draw nearer and nearer to him ; who will deliver
us from the punishment of sin, if by the gracious help of the blessed Spirit we abide in
him. And this Deliverer is Jesus.
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Lessoxs. 1. The holy lives of Christian people help the blessed work of saving souls ;
holy lives are more persuasive than holy words. Let each Christian strive to do his
t. 2. We are not in heathen darkness; God has given us the light of his gospel.
us be thankful, and show our thankfulness in our lives. 8. Wait for the coming

of the Lord Jesus ; all our hopes are in him,—B. O, C.

Ver. ].—Introduction. This Epistle has the distinction of being the first in time
of all Paul's Epistles. The leading thought, to which there is reference toward
the close of each of the five chapters into which the Epistle has been divided, is the
second coming of our Lord. The first three chapters are personal, setting forth the
agostle’s connection with the Thessalonians, and interest in them as a Church. In
the remaining two chapters he addresses them in view of their condition as a Church,
and especially in view of anxiety connected with the second coming. Pleased with the
progress they were making, he writes to them in a quiet, practical, prevailingly
consolatory strain.

L TeE wriTERS. “Daul, and Silvanus, and Timothy.” Paul comes first, as pre-
eminently the writer. It can be made out that the matter and style are characteris-
tically Pauline. It speaks to his humility that he does not claim it as his own, that he
does not put forward his official position, but associates two brethren with him as joint-
writers. These, Silvanus (to be identified with Silas) and Timothy (less prominent at
the time), assisted at the founding of the Thessalonian Church. Timothy had just
returned from a visit of inquiry to Thessalonica. He therefore claims them as adding
the weight of their influence with the Thessalonians to his own. And their place as
joint-writers is accorded to them throughout, Only in three places, for a special reason
in each case, does he make use of the singular number,

II. CommunrTY ADDRESSED. “Unto the Church of the Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Thessalonica—so named by Cassander in honour of his
wife, who was a sister of Alexander the Great—was well situated for commerce “ on the
inner bend of the Thermaic gulf—half-way between the Adriatic and the Hellespont—
on the sea-margin of a vast plain watered by several rivers,” the chief of these bein,
the Axius and Haliacmon. Under the Romans it became a large, wealthy, an
populous city ; and was chosen as the Macedonian capital. Its importance has been
weYl‘l kept, up to the present day. Saloniki (slightly altered from Thessalonica) ranks
next to Constantinople in European Turkey, with a population of seventy thousand.
Paul visited Thessalonica in his second missionary tour, after the rough handling he
had received in the other Macedonian city of Philippi. The Jews, being more numerous
here than at Philippi, had a synagogue; and in this, Paul, for three sabbath days,
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, opening and alleging that it behoved the Christ
to suffer and to rise again from the dead, and that this }e‘m is the Christ, The result
was g0 far favourable. Some Jews were persuaded, and consorted with Paul and Silas;
of the Gentile proselytes attached to the Jewish syn , 8 great multitude, and,
am these, not a few chief women. But there was niso what was unfavourable.
The Jews as a body, being moved with jealousy, took unto them certain vile fellows of
the rabble, and raised a tumult against the Christian preachers, which ended in their
departing by night for Bereea. Paul and his assistants had a very short time in which
to found a Church in Thessalonica, For three sabbath days Paul reasoned in the
Jewish sy e. We may allow a little longer time for the ripening of Jewish
opposition, Short as the time was, they had settled down to supporting themselves by
Iabouring with their own hands. Short as the time was, the Philippian Christiaus, in
their eagerness, had managed once and again to send unto Paul’s necessity, What
would render the formation of a Christian Church at Thessalonica easier was the number
of Gentile proselytes who embraced Christianity. These had received training in
monotheistic ideas, and bad ah'eadg the elements of a godly character. But, beyond
this, many Gentile idolaters must have been brought in; for the entering in of Paul
and his companions was signalized as a turning of the majority of them from idols unto
the living and the true God. Under the conditions of time and manual labour and
Jewish fanaticism, the founding of the Thessalonian Church was a most marvellous
work. So short time with them, Paul wrote to them when be got to Corinth, after
visiting Bercea and Athens, about the close of the year 52. The Thessalonians are
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addressed as a Church, ¢.e. in their corporate capacity, with co te responsibilities and
R%vilegem not as saints, ¢.¢, in respect of the consecration of the members individually.

oy are addressed as & Church in God the Father, ¢.e. as having all the position of sona.
They are also addressed as a Church in the Lord Jesus Christ, t.e. as a Christian family
where the sons are all saved men placed under the superintendence of him who has the
position of Lord, and distributes to their need.

III. GRRETING. “Grace to yon and peace.” This did not necessarily exclude
favour and peace from men, from these persecuting Jews. But whether it had that
sweep or not, it certainly meant the Divine treatment of them, not according to merit,
but according to infinite mercifulness, and the consequent freeing of them from all
disturbing influences. It is what we should invoke for all our friends.—R. F.

Vers. 2—10.—Manifestation of interest. 1. How THEY TRANKED GoD FOR THE
NIANS, “ We give thanks to God always for you all, makins mention of you
in our prayers.” The three Christian preachers away at Corinth, and in the midst of
their engagements there, were interested in their Thessalonian converts. They were so
interested as to act as priests for them. This they did at the throne of grace, praying
for them by name, in view of their special needs as a Church. This they would also do
unitedly, praying to all the more purpose that they united their prayers; for a threefold
cord is not easily broken. Noah, Daniel, and Job in 8 land may not counteract all
wickedness; but Paul, Silas, and Timothy, agreeing as touching what they asked for
a proiressing Cburch like Thessalonica, would certainly mean valuable help to them
from heaven. Praying, they gave thanks always. This designation of time is not to
be understood with the utmost strictness. It is prescribed in Exodus that Aaron
should bear the judgment of the children of Israel (the Urim and Thummim) uron his
heart before the Lord continually, f.e. whenever he went into the holy place to
discharge the pontifical functions. So the meaning here is that, whenever these men
of God went into the presence of God to discharge the priestly function of prayer for
the Thessalonians, their hearts were filled with gratitude for them, which they poured
forth in thanksgiving. They gave thanks fo God, who had made the Thessalonians a
Church, who had blessed them hitherto, and upon whom they depended for future
blessing. They gave thanks to God for them all. They did not know of any (and
their information was recent) who were bringing dishonour on the Thessalonian
society. They were all with one heart helping forward the common Christian good.
II. UPON WHAT THEY PROCEEDED IN THANKING (oD FOR THE THESSALONIANS.
“ Remembering without ceasing.” They proceeded in their thanksgivings upon what
they remembered of the Thessalonians. The impression produced at the time had not
been effaced by fresh scenes, new engagements, the lapse of time. By thinking of
them and hearing from them their impression of them had not ceased to be lively.
This impression concerned the three Christian graces—faith, love, & In 1 Cor. xiii.
love is placed last, the object being to exalt it, in its permanent value, over the other
two ere, as also in the fifth chapter and in Col. i, and virtuslly in Titus ii.,
the natural order is followed, faith manifesting itself in love (Gal. v. 6), and hope rising
out of love (Rom. v. 5). Hope is also properly held to come last, as the link between
the present and the future. hat the Christian Xioneers remembered was the practical
outcome of each grace. 1. ¢ Your work of faith.” In the eleventh of the Hebrews we
read of special works which were produced by faith. But the work, in its fofality, which
each man produces, is the life which he lives before the world. And he who believes
that there is the eye of the holy, heart-searching God upon him ; that he is here to carry
out the Divine behests; that according as he does or does not carry out these behests
does he lie under the Divine approval or disapproval ; that there is a judgment coming
which shall prove each man’s work of what sort it is ;—such a man will surely produce
a work very different from him who habitually looks only to the seen and the temporal.
The adoption of faith as the principle of their lives meant to the Thessalonians the
abandonment of many vices, and the cultivation of sincerity, humility, purity,
temperance, and other Christian excellences. 2. “ And labour of love” The word
translated “ labour ” approaches the meaning of painful effort. 'We are not merely to wish
well to others and to rejoice in their good ;—that implies no laboriousness of love. But
we are to burden ourselves with the wants of others, and to undertake labours on behalf
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of the sick, on behalf of the poor, on behalf of the oppressed, on behalf of the ignorant,
on behalf of the erring. The Thessalonian Christians were full of these labours ; their
Church life had become one labour of love, a putting forth of painful effort for each
other, without thought of reward, with only the desire to please the Master. It was
a labour of purest, freest love, that the Master himself undertook on behalf of those
whom he was not ashamed to call his brethren. 3. *“ _And patience of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Hope was the characteristic grace of the f‘;emlonians. It was hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ, which is more exactly defined in the Epistle as hope with
regard to his coming. It was a hope which burned in them with extraordinary intensity,
So eager were they as to the time of its realization that there was a liketihood of
impatience being engendered by delay. When the Thessalonians are remembered here
for the patience of their hope, we are to understand the brave way in which they
maintained the conflict with sin within, and especially with persecution without. It is
the hope of victory that sustains the soldier under all the hardships of the march and
the dangers of the battle-field. So it was the hope of the infinite compensation that
there would be at the coming of Christ that sustained them under the disadvantages of
their position. What to them were all that their enemies might inflict on them, when
any day Christ might come among them for their deliverance? They could say with
their teacher, ¢ For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
com)ared with the glory that shall be revealed to us-ward.” Additional circumstance.
* Before our God and Father.,” This points to the solemuity and also the joy of the
remembrance. It was in prayer that it took place. It was there before the God of
Paul and Silas and Timothy, the Heart-searching One, who could testify that it was no
formal remembrance, but was marked by sincerity. It wasalsobefore their Father, who,
as Infinite Benevolence, regarded it with pleasure.
III. THERE 18 XOTED THE FACT OF THE ELECTION OF THE THESSALONIANS,
“ Knowing, brethren beloved of God, your election.” Paul, for himself and his helpers,
addresses them as brethren. What they had in common was that they were beloved
of God. What marked them as objects of Divine love was their election. This isa
word of deep and gracious import, which is more opened up in other places in Scripture.
What marked ancient Israel was that they were the election. In succession to ancient
Israel, Christians were the election. Among others these Thessalonian Christians had
most of them been elected out of heathenism, elected to all the privileges of the new
covenant. They owed this their position not to their own merits. It was no doings of
their own that brought Christ into the world. It was by circumstances over which
they had no control that the gospel was preached to them in Thessalonica. It was
‘not in their own strength that they believ 1t was Divine love, then, that gave them
their position among tie election, and to Divine love was to be all the praisc.
1V. PAUL AND HIS HFLPERS CAME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR ELECTION BY
CONSIDERATION OF DIVINE ASSISTANCE VOUCHSAFED IN PREACHING TO THEM. * How
that our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance; even as ye know what manner of men we showed
ourselves toward you for your sake.” The gospel is the glad tidings of salvation to all
men. It could only be called ¢their gospel inasmuch as they used it instrumentally in
the conversion of souls. It was Christ who was the great Subject of it. “ Neither is
there salvation in any other.” These three agreed as to the purport of the gospel. It
was not different from the gospel as preached by Peter or any other Christian teacher.
In dealing with the Jews in Thessalonica, as we learn from the Acts of the Apostles,
the gospel proper was accompanied with the producing of proof from the Old Testament
Scriptures that the Messiah was to suffer and to rise from the dead ; and the fitting into
it of otber proof that the historical Jesus, who had lately been on the earth, met all
the requirements of their Scriptures. But to Jews and Gentiles alike it was the free
offer of salvation, based on the great facts of the death and resurrection of God’s Son in
our nature. This gospel had come to them in Thessalonica ; it had providentially been
directed their way. It had come to them in word, in the Word preached, and that was
a great point gained. *For how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard ?” Bat it had not come in word only, but also in power. They felt power
descending on them in the delivery of their message. This was nothing else than the
assistance of the Holy Ghost. And it was accompanied with the deep assurance that
L THESSALONIANS, c
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their message was taking effect. The Thessalonians themselves had the proof of their
being men who were divinely assisted toward them. And, as this Divine assistance
was granted in their interest, it pointed to their being in the number of the elect,

V. PAUL AND HIS HELPERS OAME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ELECTION OF THE
THESSALONIANS BY CONSIDERATION OF THEIR POWER OF IMITATION. “ And ye became
imitators of us, and of the Lord, having received the Word in much affliction, with joy
of the Holy Ghost.” There is a point of difference. They preached the Word, or rather
—for a new aspect is brought up—the Lord in them. It was the Lord’s message they
delivered ; they were the instruments of the Lord in its delivery. It was, therefore, the
Lord as well as they, and more than they, in the preaching. On the other hand, the
Thessalonians received the Word. This is not inconsistent with what is said in the Acts
of the Apostles in connection with Bereea : “ Now these were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the Word with all readiness of mind, examining the
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 80.” For the meaning there is that the
Bereean Jews were a nobler class than the Thessalonian Jews, which is no reflection on
the 'I'hessalonisn Christians, who, with few exceptious, were Gentiles. The testimony
of this Epistle is that they were a Church peculiarly receptive of the Word. Allowing
for this difference which the sense requires, the imitation is to be restricted to the
associated circumstances and spirit. “ In much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost.”
It was the Word that gave rise to much affliction. And it is not to be wondered at
that, when the light comes into conflict with darkness, this should be the result to
those who are associated with the light. In much affliction the three subordinates and
the great Superintendent in them drew joy from the Word preached. * Sorrowful, yet
always rejoicing,” said the greatest of the three. In the same affliction the Thessa-
lonians were imitators, in drawing joy from the Word received. They were not
crushed under the affliction, but, imbibing the comfort of the Word, they rose
triumphant over it. In both cases the joy, which was not to be thought of as earthly,

ed from the Holy Ghost dwelling within. This was the second thing that
pointed to their election.

VI. THR THESSALONIANS WERE 80 GOOD IMITATORS A8 TO BECOME AN ENSAMPLE
To OTPFERS. “So that ye became an ensample to all that believe in Macedonia and in
Achaia,” These were the two Roman divisions of Greece. It is implied that the
circumstances of the Grecian Churches were similar. To believe was, more or less, to
be opposed, to be afflicted. 'I'he Thessalonians were an encouragement to the other
Churches. Philippians, Bereeans, Athenians, Corinthians, might all take heart from
the manner in which the Thessalonians triumphed over their affliction.

Vii. THERE WAS A WIDESPREAD REPORT REGARDING THESSALONICA WIIICH WAS
VERY SERVICEABLE. “For from you hath sounded forth the Word of the Lord, not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith to God-ward is gone forth ;
so that we need not to speak anything.,” This shows how the Thessalonians could be
an ensample to so many. There was the condition of publicity. In the language which
is used, prominence is given to the Word, and it is characterized, not now as “our
%:)spel,” but as “ the Word of the Lord.” From them at Thessalonica the Word of the

rd had sounded forth. The Word of the Lord sounds forth, not merely when we
Preach it, but also when, as these Thessalonians did, we receive it and allow it to have
nfluence upon our livea. From them at Thessalonica there had been a notable
sounding forth. The image employed is that of a trumpet, filling with its clear
sound all the surrounding places. Hill and valley, hamlet and homestead, are
waked with it. So the gospel-trumpet had been sounded at Thessalonica, and
the result is represented as the filling of all Greece with the clear sound of the
gospel. Its wakeful sound had reached the important places, not only in Macedonia,
but in Achaia. There is suggested by this what the Church has to do for
the world; it has to sound the gospel-trumpet, 8o that, without any hyperbole, the
whole world shall be filled with the clear sound of the gospel. The sounding forth
from Thessalonica had reached even to places beyond Greece. And, in giving
expression to this, Paul, as he sometimes does, gives a different turn to the sentence.
Woe should have expected it to run so as to be complete : “ Not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but in places beyond.” He, however, lays hold on what the Word had notably
done for the Thessalonians, viz. made them monotheists, given them faith to God-ward,
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and the sentence is made to run: “But in every place your faith to God-ward is gono
forth.” ¢ The currency of the reports was probabe much promoted by the commercial
intercourse between Thessalonica and other cities, both in Greece and elsewhere. Wieseler
suggests that Aquila and Priscilla, who had lately come from Rome to Corinth (Acts
xviii. 2), might have mentioned to the apostle the prevalence of the report even in that
more distant city. If this be 8o, the justice and truth of the apostle’s hyperbole is still
more apparent; to be known in Rome was to bs known everywhere.” This may be
true, but still it is to be borne in mind that the sounding forth to distant places is
rather ascribed to the vigour with which the gospel-trumpet had been sounded at
Thessalonica. By the going forth of their faith there was great service donme. In
preaching the gospel in new glaces, it was Paul’s custom to hold up what it had done
for other places. With regard to Thessalonica, he was placed in an exceptional position.
In Bereea, in Athens, in Corinth, wherever he went, he needed not to labour in language
to create an impression of what the gospel had done for Thessalonica, He needed not
to say anything, the work b:ing already done for him.

VIIL. TEE TWO POINTS TO WHICH THE BEPORT REFERRED., 1. The entering in of
Paul and his helpers. * For they themselves report concerning us what manner of
entering in we had unto you.” This has already been particularized. It was their
gospel coming unto the Thessalonians, not in word only, but also in power, and the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance. It was that attested by the Thessalonians, It
was the Lord in them preaching the Word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy
Ghost. Now it is generalized—* what manner of entering in we had unto you.” They
did not need to enter upon that; the people themselves in the various places came
forward with their acknowledgments. This was important to the three ministers;
it was a seal to their ministry, it was added influence in the proclamation of the gospel.
A minister may well aspire to have such a record. 2. The response of the Thessa-
lonians. *“ And how ye turned unto God from idols, to servea living and true God, and
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead.” This is an expansion
of tho previous words, * your faith to God-ward.,” They bad been idolaters. This is to
be understood of the Thessalonian Church as a whole, which points to its composition.
They turned unto God from idols. There is marked their conversion to monotheism.
They turned from idols “ to serve a living and true God.” The old translation is better
here: “to serve the living and true God.” Idols are dead; their living touch upon the
soul can never be felt. They turned from dead idols to the living God, the God
in whom we live and move and have our being, who giveth to all life and breath
and all things. Idols are false and vain, they can do no good to their votaries. They
turned from false and vain idols to the true Glod, who cannot deceive his worship-
Eers, who comforts and cheers them, who is the Rewarder of them that diligently seek

im. Turning from idols, they made their life a service of this living and true God—
not a dead, make-believe service, but characterized, from its object, by life and truth,
8 waiting on him to carry out his behests. There is marked their conversion to Chris-
tignity. They turned from idols to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead. They laid hold on the great Christian fact, that God gave up his Son to die
for man. They also laid hold on the other great Christian fact, that Giod raised
him from the dead and raised him to heaven, They further believed, on Divine
authority, that God’s Son was to come from heaven., Round this their life as a Church
very much revolved ; they were fascinated by its influence. They waited for his Son
from heaven; they lived in daily expectation of his coming. While we are not curious
about the ¢ime of Christ’s coming, let us not lose the influence of the fact of Christ's
coming. Let us consider whether we are prepared for his coming. Let us be dead to
the charms of the world, dead also to its opposition. Let us take comfort, under
present troubles, from this coming (John xiv. 1—3). Let us joyfully anticipate the
coming (1 Pet. i. 8). 'We may well learn from the Thessalonians to give this subject
greater prevalence in our thoughts. Let us, like them, be found in the attitude of
expectancy. Christ’s last message to man is this: *“ Yea, I come quickly.” And the

ly which we are expected to make is this: “Amen: come, Lord Jesus.” *Even Jesus,
which delivereth us from the wrath to come.” This is the first of the three references
to the wrath of God in this First Epistle to the Thessalonians. It is an element that is
more largely prevalent in the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, It was natural that,
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writing so much to the Thessalonians about the second coming, he should introduce the
future wrath. The (ull expression in this place, * the wrath to come,” had already been
used by one who could preach the terrors of the Law. When the Baptist saw many of
the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said unto them, “ Ye oﬂ'sﬁring of
vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” Paul, standing after the great
Messianic manifestation, could say more definitely and mildly, * Even Jesus, which
delivereth us from the wrath to come.” (1) The reality of the wrath. By the wrath of
God we are to understand the disposition which leads him to inflict punishment for sin.
It cannot be said of God that he is wrathful, or that wrath is the predominant feature
in his character. For “he delighteth in mercy;” but “judgment is his strange work.”
When men put themselves in opposition to God, while he is displeased, he is also
grieved. Ve read of the grieving of the Spirit ; of Christ, while looking round on his
audience with anger, being grieved at the hardening of their hearts. Even when God,
from necessities of government, may have to remove the reprobate from his presence,
there is not wanting the tone of indignant rebuke, “ Cast ye out the unprofitable servant
into the outer darkness : there shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth,” But with
this righteous indignation there is no mingling of malice, but only a feeling of infinite
reluctance to resort to such a measure with any of his creatures. It is supposed to be
derogatory to the Divine character that there should be wrath in the heart of God at all.
Butfow ishe to regard sin? Is sin to be committed under his government, and no notice
to be taken of it, especially when it is of the very nature of sin to strike at the Divine
government? Such an idea would certainly be repudiated in connection with human
government. Or are we to suppose that he can become accustemed to the sight of sin,
80 a8 not to heed this sin or that sin in the great multitude that are committed cvery
day upon this earth ? But God can never see sin to be other than it really is. It stands
out before him in all its details and in all its vilcness, as that which interferes with his
government, thwarts his holy ends among men. And as he has tanght us to flash out
in anger against wrong-doing, so we must believe that his own soul flashes out in anger
against wrong done to his government. But we must exclude from the Divine out-
flashing such inequality as attaches to human outflashing. The Thrice-holy One never
knows the perturbing influence of passion; sin is not felt more keenly at the first,
and less keenly when time has exerted its sway—it is ever unchanged before his mind.
He continues unsatisfied, and the fire burns within him against it, until it is removed
out of hissight, 8o far from wrath being derogatory to God, it must enter into a
right conception of the Divine character. It is necessary to the consistency of the
Divine character. To favour the following of a certain course, and yet to view with
indifference the following of an opposite course, is simply characterlessness. According
to the ardour with whicg we regard one course must we burn against its opposite, We
must think of God as infinitely favouring righteousness; and he would not be true to
himself if his feelings did not infinitely burn against iniquity. According as he is
attracted to the pole of holiness, so powerfully must he be repelled from the opposite
pole of sin. Even under the New Testament economy it is said that “ our God is a
consuming fire.” More prominence is given to this in the Old Testament, but it is a
necessary conception of God, that, as he is consumed with gzeal for the cause of truth
and love, 80 he is a consuming fire to all that is opposed to it. There is a certain
course which he favours—which he puts forward as obligatory. He gives us every
encouragement to follow this course; it is the consuming desire of his heart to see it
followed by us. This may be said to be the course of humble dependence upon him.
If we follow this course, he is pleased, and he marks his pleasure, by making our
humility return in liberty and happiness upon ourselves. lgut if we wilfully assert
our independence aud follow our own course, then God will make our wilfulness recoil
in bondage and misery upon our own souls. Wrath is even necessary to our rising to
a proper conception of the Divine compassion. We miss what the Divine compassion
is, unless we first appreliend ourselves as objects of the Divine wrath. ¢ That heathen
antiquity had no idea of God’s love is attributable to the fact that it had no living
conviction of the world being under God’s wrath. Plato and Aristotle rise only to the
bare representation of God as being a jealous God ; and men who in our day speak of
dispassionate love rise no higher than they.” (2) The time to which the wrath s
referred.  The wrath to come is the disposition of wrath in its future manifestation.
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It is in the next world that it is to come to its full manifestation. Even mow God
manifests his displeasure against sin. The Flood was an early and signal instance
of God’s wrath burning against a wicked world. And the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah was another signal instance of God’s wrath burning against wicked
communities, But under the ﬁresont order of things God does not ordinarily deal
with man in unmixed wrath. He has ends of redemption in view. And, though he
does give experience of judgment that men may not be forgetful of him, still he
mingles mercy with judgment. And usually he gives us to experience far more
mercy than judgment, that thereby he may commend redemption to us. He exercises
wonderful forbearance toward us, that thereby he may win us over to himself.
Thus it is that meantime there is no adequate impression given of the punitive
justice of God. We do not see punishment following always upon sin. We do not
see punishment proportioned to sin. The more hardened in sin men are, the more
may they escape present punishment. It does not yet appear what God’s displeasure
against sinners is, any more than it yet appears what his i)ove to his people is. There
are hindrances which prevent a full manifestation in both cases. In the next world
these hindrances will be removed, and then it will be scen clearly how God views
every one who through a period of grace continues to oppose himself to Divine love.
The sins of this life, unforgiven, will cry unto God ; and his wrath, no longer restrained,
will go forth. There are things for which, it is said in the Epistle to the Ephesians,
the wrath of God cometh upon the children of disobedience. There is a certain open
defiance and forgetfulness of God (encouraging to ungodliness) which in a special
manner attracts the Divine judgment. But it is true of a sinful life as a whole,
that what there is in it of resistance to God draws down on it, when the time comes,
the Divine wrath. This is to be at the day of judgment, which is called “ the day
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.” Then there will be
a righteous summing-up of the life lived on earth as a whole; and the wrath that
descends will exactly indicate what God’s estimate of the life is. That there will
be retribution, and retribution exactly proportioned to each life, some being punished
with few stripes and others with many stri is most certain, We cannot define
with exactness the manner and contents of the retribution. The language employed
in Scripture is sufficiently fitted to create alarm: “But unto them that are factious
and obey not the truth, but obey unrighteousness, shall be wrath and indignation,
tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that worketh evil.” What is at
first the assertion of independence toward God, will become, retributively, hindrance
and bondage in complete subjugation and environment by God. What is, in its
working, excitement and self-gratification, will become, retributively, in the distrac-
tion of the mind, in the upbraidings of conscience, a feeling of anguish. There is thus
before the life of sin a darE future. “ There remaineth a certain fearful expectation of
judgment, and a fierceness of fire which shall devour the adversaries.” And the life of
sin is not to be judged by what it is at present in its licence and excitements and
restraint of judgment, but is to be judged by what it is to come to. It is in the next
world that the nothingness and wretchedness of a life of sin will be fully evidenced. And
what a poweriul deterrent is this to continuing our resistance to Divine grace! (3) The
Deliverer from the wrath to come. This is the gracious side which is now presented
in the gospel. We must think of the wrath to come, in order that we may properly
conceive of the Deliverer. He is appropriately called Jesus. “ Thou shalt call his
name Jesus, for it is he that shall save his people from their sins,” Here it is saving
from the wrath of God on account of their sins. We read of heroes of antiquity
who were renowned for delivering countries from the monsters with which they were
infested. The New Testament tells of One who delivers from the evil most to be feared
of man—the wrath to come. It is not to be understood that Jesus did deliver (on
the cross) or will deliver (at the last day), but rather that it is his office to deliver.
This is the great part which he performs for men; it belongs to Jesus to deliver
from the wrath to come. This office entailed on the Holder of it infinite self-abnega-
tion. “The Son of God,...even Jesus.” And,as the Son of God, he had to begin by
laying aside his Divine glory, not counting it a prize to be clutched at by him. And
he came down into our nature, that he might receive into himself the wrath due to our
sin. He became the great vessel of wrath. What should have been poured into us
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was poured into him, Thus the Deliverer is the greatest of all sufferers. He is one
who has marks of mysterious sorrow and anguish upon his nature. And that shows
how far it is from being according to the heart of God to make men miserable, to send
wrath upon them. He interposes between the sinner and the results of his sin in this
great Deliverer sent forth from his own bosom. He says, “ 8ave from going down to the
pit, for I have found a ransom.” Rather does he inflict wrath upon his Son than inflict
it on us, Bo far as his doing is concerned, he has removed the wrath to come—he has
made it non-existent. Is that not proof, the most conclusive, that wrath is most
abhorrent to him, that in his heart of hearts he wishes us to escape from wrath, wishes
to make us all happy? (4) Our relation to the Deliverer. It is said here, * which
delivereth us from tﬁe wrath to come.” And the context shows that the reference is to
believers. All are welcome to come into a saving relation to Christ; but, as a
matter of fact, all do not come. In Thessalonica there were many to whom the gospel
of deliverance came, who, in their idolatrous life, thought it an idle tale. There were
some who, tired of their idolatrous life, welcomed the thought of deliverance, and
gave a ready ear to the apostle when he told them of Jesus “ which delivereth
from the wrath to come.” And there are many still in our more enlightened times
who treat wrath and deliverance from it as an intrusion. The great work which
Jesus accomplished has no interest to them. They like to go on in their own self-
pleasing way, heedless of the issues. There are others, and these are the believers,
who are unsatisfied in a life merely in the present. They are anxious to know how they
are to meet the eternal issues. And feeling unable to do this themselves, as guilty
before God, they shelter themselves in Jesus, “ which delivereth from the wrath to
come,” Taking him as their Representative, entering into the full benefit of his deliver-
ance, the future is relieved to them, and, for the first time, they Lreathe freely as in the
atmosphere of heaven. Out of Christ the wrath to come is still a reality, and a reality
which has been made more dreadful to those who refuse to escape from it. In Christ
let us take the comfort of our position, let us dismiss our fear of future wrath ; and let
us remember him to whom we owe our escape, and let us prove our gratitude by a life
of loyalty to our Deliverer.—R. F.

Ver. 3.— Works of grace. In writing to the Corinthians St. Paul singles out throe
Christian graces for supreme honour—faith, hope, and love. Here he selects the same
three graces, but not simply to praise them for their own inherent merits. They are
now regarded in their energetic operation, as powers and influences; and the fruits of
their activity are the subjects of the apostle’s thankful recognition. He makes mention
in prayer of the work of faith and ladour of love and patience of hope.

CHRISTIAN GRACES ARE ACTIVE POWERS, They are beautiful in themselves, but
they are not to exist solely for their own beauty., Flowers are lovely, but the object
of the existence of flowers is not that they may dream through the summer hours in
their loveliness, and then fade and wither and die. They serve an important end
in the economy of plants by %l;eparing fruit and seeds. 1. The active operation of
Christian grace glorifies God. hile dwelling only in the depths of the soul, quiescent
and secret, they do not show forth the glory of God. ¢ Herein is my Father glorified,
that ye bear much fruit” (John xv. 8). 2. The active operation of the Christian
graces is @ means of benefiting our fellow-men. Faith, love, and hope are not given to
us for our own enjoyment only. They are aids for our mission in life—the mission
of serving God by serving mankind. We must let them have their perfect work,
that this mission may be fulfilled. 3. The active operation of the Christian graces
i8 @ proof of their vital health. “ Faith apart from works is barren” (Jas. ii. 20). By
the fruits they bear we know how far we have the graces within us.

II. CHRISTIAN GRACES HAVE THEIR SEPARATE SPHERES OF ENERGY. 1. Faith has its
work. When we both believe and actively trust in the Lelps of the Unseen, we are
encouraged to use them, and when we yield ourselves in faith to the will and law of the
Unseen, we learn to obey the authority above us. Hence the work of faith. This is
characterized by decision—it is no wavering, hesitating, intermittent activity—by
calmness and by energy. 2. Love has its labour. Labour is harder than work. It implies

t effort, toil, and trouble. Love goes beyond faith and undertakes greater tasks.
ut with love “all toil is sweet.” An enthusiasm amounting to passion characterizes
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this activity and distinguishes it from the sober work of faith. Love to God and love
to man are necessary for the hardest work. It was not mere faith, it was love, that
inspired the awful toils and sacrifices of Christ. 3. Hope has tts patience. This is the
passive fruit of Divine grace. It is not therefore the less important, nor does it there-
fore show the less energy. We need strength for endurance as much as strength for
action. Christian hope manifests its energy by unflinching perseverance in spite of
present crosses and distresses.

III. CHRISTIAN GRACES MUST 00-OPERATE FOR THE RIPENING OF THE FULL CHRISTIAN
11irE.  8t. Paul rejoices that all three of the primary graces were in active operation
in the Thessalonian Church. Characters are too often one-sided. Faith is hard if love
is wanting. Love is weak and wild if it is not supported and guided by faith. Hope
is an idle dream without these two graces, and they are sad and gloomy if they are not
cheered by hope. As the cord is far stronger than the separate strands, faith, hope, and
love united produce energies many times greater than the results of their individual
efficacy. The perfect Christian character is the character that is developed into rich
fruitfulness on all sides. All the colours in the bow must blend to produce the pure
white of saintliness.—W, F. A.

Ver.5.—The dynamic gospel. If we may illustrate spiritual truths by describing
them in the terminology of physical science, we may say that the great mistake which the
Church, as well a8 the world, has been making over and over again is that of treating
the gospel statically instead of dynamically—as a settled creed to be embraced in its
rigid form rather than as a power to be submitted to in its progressive influence. But
it is evident that the apostles cared not one straw for their preachinz except in so far as
it was the vehicle of Divine energy. They taught the truth, not as professors of
metaphysics in a college, but a8 workmen who were bringing a new force to bear on the
reconstruction of society.

L It 18 VAIN TO RECEIVE THE GOSPEL IN WORD ONLY. 1. It may be published. A
heathen country may open its ports to missionaries. Bible societies may circulate the
Scriptures through every country and hamlet. Preachers may never cease to expound
it. And all this will be as nothing for the spiritual welfare of people who will not hear,
understand, believe, and submit to the truth. 2. It may be hear«f Crowds may flock
to the churches. Attentive congregations may hang upon the lips of popular preachers.
And still no good may be done while the truth is not understood, believed, and obeyed.
3. It may be understood. The meaning of the language used may be intelligible enough.
People may give themselves the trouble of thinking out the subjects presented to them
by the preachers, Still all is vain if the gospel is not believed and submitted to. 4. It
may be believed. The truth may not be doubted. We may have a certain conviction
of it, and yet even this may count for nothing without the faith that accepts the influences
and follows the directions of the gospel. There is a world of difference between believin
the gospel and believing in Christ ; at least, in the only way in which this is of practica
importance, viz. as a trustful acceptance of his grace and a loyal devotion to his will.
8o long as we come short of this we may have the gospel, but it will be ¢ words, words,
words "—the letter that killeth, not the spirit that quickeneth,

II. THE GURPEL MAY BE RECEIVED IN POWER. This very statement seems to strike
some people who have long been familiar with the words of the gospel as a new revela-
tion, as itself a fresh gospel. But we have to learn the power as well as the truth of
the gospel if it is to be of any real good to us. 1. The operation of the power of the
gospel consists in changing the hearts and lives of men. The gospel does not simply

mise future salvation. It effects present regeneration. The new birth is the essential

inning of redemption. Nothing but a power, vast, overwhelming, penetrating, and
omnipotent, can make new creatures of old, stubborn profligates and hypocrites, men of
the world, and self-righteous Pharisees. 2. The secret of the power of the gospel is in
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The new man is “born of the Spirit” (John iii. 5).
Christ is ‘““the Power of God,” because he baptizes with the Holy Spirit (Matt. iii.
11). Christ expressly connected the power of apostolic preaching with the gift of tne
Holy Spirit: *“Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you ” (Acts
i 8). Frencben need this to give force to their words, and hearers to receive the truth
effectually. 3. The sign of the power of tho gospel will be much assurance. The



24 THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSA;LONIANS. [cn. 1. 110,

faith which grows out of experiencing this power will be much stronger, moro vivid,
and morve joyous than that of first believing the truth of the gospel.—W. F. A,

Ver. 6.—Affliction with joy. The Christians of Thessalonica had no sooner accepted
the gospel than they were attacked with swift, sharp persecution; and it is to be
remarked that, while in other places the apostles were often assailed and the converts
spared, here the full force of the assault fell on the infant Church (Acts xvii. 5—10).
8t. Paul frequently refers to the sufferings that so quickly tested the faith of this brave
Christian community at the very commencement of its new life (ch. ii. 14; iii. 2- 5).
But in spite of persecution a peculiar joy seems to have possessed the Church at
Thessalonica, The Epistles to the Thessalonians are to be distinguished for hearty
congratulations and a spirit of gladness, Here is an apparent paradox, which, however,
when regarded from a higher standpoint, resolves itself into a spiritual harmony.

1. AN EARTHLY PARADOX. St. Paul was much inclined to the use of startling para-
doxes. His vigorous mind seemed to delight in facing them. Thus his style is ru?ed
with great contrasting ideas, 1. The gospel does not prevent affliction. To the Thes-
salonians it was the means of bringing suffering. Christians often suffer more of
earthly trouble, rather than less, than others (Heb. xii. 8). Though the gospel is good
news, and though it brings gladness to the soul, it may be ushered in with storms and
sufferings in the outer life. This might be expected, seeing that it is in conflict with
the prince of this world. 2. Affliction does not prevent the experience of the joy of the
gospel. In spite of much affliction, the Thessalonians had joy. The world sees only
the outside. Hence its common verdict that religion must be melancholy. It can see
the flaming fagots; it cannot see the exultant heart of the martyr. It is a great truth
to know that, when God does not' remove trouble, he may give us such gladness of
heart as shall entirely counteract it. Surely it is better to rejoice in tribulation than
tc be sad in prosperity.

II. THE sPIRITUAL HARMONY. 1. The affliction ss external, while the juy <8 internal
The two belong to different spheres. It would be impossible for one and the same

rson to be in temporal prosperity and adversity at the same moment, or to be at once
in sﬁirit.nal sunshine and under spiritual clouds. But it may well be that, while the
earthly sun is shrouded ic. gloom, the heavenly sun is shining in full splendour. 2. The
affliction comes from earthly causes, the joy from heavenly. Men persecute, the Holy
Spirit inspires joy. Here are different sources of experience, and accordingly the
experiences differ.. 3. The affliction rather helps the spiritual joy than otherwise. It
prevents men from looking to external things for comfort. It enables them to see that
true joy must be inward and spiritual.

In conclusion, observe that affliction is no reason for the rejection of the gospel, since
thie is not therefore the less true, and it claims to be received on its truth, not on our
pleasure, and also because the joy it brings will not be lessened by any external
trouble.—W., F. A. .

Ver. 8.—How the Word ss sounded forth. 1. THE NEED OF BOUNDING FORTH THE
aospEL. This is a fine expression, “ sounded forth; ” not merely whispered in the ear,
but proclaimed far and wide, with a fulness, a richness, and a power that command
attention. Such is the proclamation that the royal message of the gospel deserves.
1. The gospel comes from God. It is not like the composition of an obscure man. If
God opens his mouth, surely his words must be worthy of publishing in trumpet-notes.
2. The gospel is for all men. It is not a secret doctrine for the cultured few. All the
world needs it, all the world has a right to have it. Therefore it should spread over
wide territories and penetrate to remote districts. The alarm-bell must be resonant,
the bugle-call must be clear and piercing, the shepherd’s voice must be high and full
that the wandering sheep may hear it and return to the fold. 3. The gospel s conflicted
by other voices. Men are preoccupied. The din of the world renders them deaf to the
message from heaven. The world will not lie in solemn stillness to hear the angels
sing. The sound of the gospel must go forth so that deaf ears shall be unstopped, and
walls of prejudice fall flat like those of old Jericho at the trumpet-notes of Israel’s priests.

II, THE METHOD OF SOUNDING FORTH THE GOSPEL. 1. It must be sounded by living
men. A written gospel is not enough. Soul must stir soul. 2. It must be sounded
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in the conduct of Christians. It would seem that St. Paul was thinking rather of the
influence of the heroic endurance of the Thessalonians and of their spiritual prosperity
than of the missionary labours of evangelists sent out by them, for he writes of how
they became an ensample to all that believe in Macedonia and in Achaia, and how in
every place their faith to God-ward was gone forth. The loudest, clearest, most eloquent,
most unanswerable proclamation of the gospel is the unconscious testimony of Christian
living. 3. It may be sounded forth with redoubled energy from the midst of affliction.
The troubles endured by the Thessalonians tested and revealed their faith, and so
led to the fuller proclamation of the gospel. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of
the Church.” Men never preach Christ so perfectly as when they die for him. The
torch that kindled Latimer’s fagots at Oxford kindled a glorious fire of reformation
throughout England. 4. It can be sounded forth with greatest effect from central
positions. Thessalonica was the capital of Macedonia. What happened there was
not done in & corner. Christian testimony witnessed at this great centre would spread
far and wide. It is our duty to establish Christian influences in prominent places,
While not boasting of our own doings, and not letting our left hand know what our
right hand doeth, we should still not hide our candle under a bushel, but so let our
light shine before men that we may glorify our Father which is in heaven, and remem-
ber that, if a city which is set on a hill cannot be hid, it is most important that the
light of the gospel should shine from such a place.—W. F. A,

Vers. 9, 10.—The great change. The Thessalonians were converted heathens. To
them the blessedness of the gospel would be largely measured by its contrast with the
darkness of paganism. In Christendom the language descriptive of the acceptance of
the spiritual blessings of the gospel would, of course, be different. But little else than
the language; and with the essential, spiritual signification of it, even this would
oo y need altering. St. Paul regards the great change in two aspects, present and .

tare.

L. THE PRESENT ASPECT OF THE GREAT CHANGE. *Ye turned unto God from idols,
to serve a living and true God.” 1. It is emuncipation from an evil service and enlist-
ment in @ good service. In the old condition a man is a servant, of idols, of sin, of
passion, of the world, of Satan. He thinks himself free, but he is really a miserable
slave. In the changed condition the Christian is freed from this thraldom. But he is
not the less a servant. He no longer serves in hard bondage. Love is his chain, and
free devotion his service. Still he serves. 2. It is the giving up of death and falsehood
and the acceptance of truth and life, (1) The idol is lifeless. All worldly, sinful
living is a devotion to lifeless gods, to mere material thiogs that perish in the using.
The Christian serves a living God, who can give vital grace, accept loving devotion,
and commune with his people. (2) The idol is false. Idolatry is a lie. All earthly
thinmwhen exalted into gods become unreal and only mock their devotees. God is real,
and he only can be rightly served in spirit and in truth. ‘We come to reality, to fact, to
truth, when we come to God.

II. THE FUTURE ASPECT OF THE GREAT CHANGE. 1. It consists in a turning from
wrath. Whether we anticipate it with fear, or delude ourselves in the dream of
evading it, or simply ignore it with stolid indifference, the fact remains that for all of
us, while in our sins, there is a certain looking for of judgment. If we are children
of sin we must be children of wrath. It is no small blessing to be able to face the
future and to see that reasonably and righteously all the horror of Divine wrath is gone
in the free pardon of sin. It is like turning one’s face from the lowering thunder-
cloud to the silver light of sunrise. 2. It leads on to an anticipation of the coming
glory of Christ. All the early Christians were much occupied with this anticipation,
bat none more g0 than the Thessalonians. The hope of the Parousia is an ever-
recarrent theme in the two Epistles of St. Paul to this Church. His own mind must
also have been very full of it when he wrote these letters. In their immediate expecta-
tion—at least, as far as a visible appearance and triumph of Christ was concerned—the
first Christians were disappointed. But the great promises still cheer us as we wait for
the glory that is reserved in the future, The Christian conversion thus not merely
results in a deliverance from wrath ; it inspires a grand hope and promises a rich glory
in the days to come.—W, F. A.
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EXPOSITION,

CHAPTER II

CoxTExTS.—Paul turns from the reports
of others to the experience of the readers.
They themselves knew that his entrance
was not powerless; although maltreated in
Philippi, he was emboldened to preach the
gospel at Thessalonica. His preaching did
not prooeed either from delusion on his part
or from a desire to delude others. He felt
approved by God, and was actuated by no
improper motives : he sought neither their
praise nor their money ; so far from insisting
on his apostolio rights, he was geutle among
them, and conducted himself with the
tenderness of a nuising mother toward her
children; and so far from his ministry being
a pretoxt for covctousness, he had laboured
for his own support; and thus he could
confidently appeal to the Thessalonians as
witnesses of the blamelessness of his con-
duct And as his entrance amnong them was
not powerless, 8o he thanked God that it
resulted in their rcception of the gospel;
they had embraced it as the word of God,
and had not shunned persecution for its
sake; they had in this become the imitators
of the Churches in Judea. The apostle then
alludes to his earnest desires to see them;
twice he had attempted to come to Thessa-
lonica, and twice he had been prevented by
the machinations of Batan. They were very
dear to him—the objects of his tender affec-
tions, and the source of his rejoicing before
the Lord Jesus Christ at his coming.

Ver. 1.—For yourselves, brethren ; in con- |

trast to other persons. Not only do strangers
report the power and efficacy of our preach-
ing among you, but you yourselves are ex-
perimentally acquainted with it. Know our
entrance in unto you; referring, not merely
to the mere preaching of the gospel to the
Thessalonians, but to the entrance which
the gospel found into their hearts—to its
coming, not in word only, but also in power
(ch. i. 5). That it was not in vain; not
empty, uscless, o no purpose,—descriptive
of the character of the apostolic entrance
among them. Our entrance among you
was not powerless, unreal; on the contrary,
it was mighty, energetic, powerful. The
reference is chiefly to the manner or mode
in which Paul and his companions preached

the gospel, though not entirely excluding
the sucoess of the gospel among the Thes-
salonians (comp. 1 Cor. xv. 14, * And if Christ
be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and
your faith is also vain ”).

Ver. 2—But even after we had suffered
before, and were shamefully entreated. As
the word here rendered *suffered before '’
does not in itself imply that the sufferings
were unjust, the apostle adds, “and were
shamefully entreated.” As ye know, at
Philippi. We are informed, in the Acts of
the Apostles, that Paul and Bilas were
publicly scourged and cast into prison; and
scourging with rods was regarded as an
ignominious punishment, and therefore
was forbidden to be inflicted on Roman citi-
zens, such as Paul and Silas were. * They
have beaten us openly uncondemned, being
Romans, and have cast us into prison™
(Acts xvi. 37). We were bold in our God to
speak unto you. The word here rendered
“bold” denotes boldness or freedom of
speech; and hence some render the clause,
“We were bold of speech in our God, so as
to speak unto you™ (Ellicott). Perhaps,
however, as the verb *to speak ” follows,
it is better to render the clause, “ We were
confident in our God to speak;” or “em-
boldened to speak” (R.V., “ we waxed bold”).
This boldness or confidence was in our God,
that is, on account of our fellowship or union
with him. The gospel of God. The genitive
of origin, denoting, not merely that God was
the Object, but that he was the Author of the
gospel. With much conteation ; or, fn much
conflict (R.V.), nlluding to the peril and
danger with which Paul preached the gospel
in Thessalonica.

Ver. 3—For our exhortation. This word
has a twofold signitication, denoting both
“exhortation” and * consolation ; ” when it
refers to the moral conduct it denotes ex-
hortation, but when it is an uddress to a
sufferer it denotes consolation. In the gospel
these two meanings aro blended together.
‘Was not of deceit. Not in the gense of guile,
which would be tautolegical, but simply
“error,” without any direct evil intent; our
gospel was not a delusion—we were not our-
selves deceived. Nor of uncleanness; a
word usually employed to denote sensuality,
and in this sense the meaning is—We did
not, like the heathen in their worship, give
occasion to unclean practices : “ We have
corrupted no man” (2 Cor, vii. 2). The
word, however, may be taken in a more
general sense, as denoting impurity of dis-
position, impure motives: such as the
impure desire of applause or of gain, to
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which the apostle afterwards alludes. Or of

e. A8 we were not ourselves deceived,
8o neither did we attempt to deceive others.
The apostle did not adapt his religion as
Mahomet, to suit the prejudices or passions
of men ; he did not employ any seductive or
temporizing arts; but he boldly went in the
fuce of the prevailing religions of the age,
both of the Jews and of the Gentiles.

Ver. 4.—But; in contrast. As; according
as. We were allowed. The old English
for “approved.” Of God. The word ren-
dered “allowed” sigunifies tried, tested as
gold is tested in the fire, and hence also the
result of that trial, “approved.” Aswe were
esteemed worthy to put in trust with
the gospel ; entrusted with its publication.
Even 90; in this condition of approval and
trust. We speak, not as pleasing men, but
God, that trieth. The same verb that is
rendered “allowed ” in the first part of the
verse; hence “ proveth,” or “approveth.”
Our hearts. ot a general statcment,
“God who is the Discerner of the heart;”
but “our hearts,” namely, of us, the pub-
lishers of the gospel—Paul and Silas and
Timothy; thus appealing to God, as the
infallible Judge of their sincerity.

Ver. 5.—For; confirming the statement
that the preachers of the gospel did not seek
to please men, but God. Neither at any
time used we flattering words; endeavouring
{o gain you by flattery and praise; we di
not pander to your feelings; we did not
soften the demands of the gospel. As yo
know, nor a eloak—or pretext—of covetous-
ness. We did not use the gospel asa pretext
to mask our real motive, which was cove-
tousness, pretendiug to seek your spiritual
good, whereas in reality we sought our own
advantage. Paul could with perfect con-
fidence appeal to his converts, and say, «I
have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or
] 1” (Acts xx. 83). He was free from
uﬁp:iﬁlter motives. * He did not use words
such as flattery uses, or pretexts such as
covetousness” (Jowett). God is witness.
Paul appeals to the Thessalonians them-
selves that he had not used flattering words ;
s0 now he appeals to God that the motive
of bis conduct was not covetousness. Men
can judge the external conduct, they can
hear the flattering words; but God only
can know the motive of action—he only can
discern the covetousness.

Ver. 6.—Nor of (or, from) men sought we
glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when
wo might have been burdensome. These
words admit of two meanings. The apostle
may refer to bis refusal to seek mainten-
ance from the Thessalonians, and in this
sense become a burden to them. But such
a meaning does not suit the context; and
besides, this refusal of maintenance is after-

wards alluded to by the apostle. The
reference here is not to maintenance, but to
glory: we did not seek glory from you,
when we might have been burdensome,
when we might bave done so. Hence the
word is to be taken in the sense of honour,
importance; when we might have cluimed
honour. As—in virtue of our character as—
the apostles of Christ. Paul does not speak
of himself alone, but he includes Bilas and
Timothy, and therefore the word * apostles”
is to be taken, not in its restricted, but in
its wider meaning.

Ver. 7.—But. The apostle now describes
his conduct positively. We were gentle ;
a word used of the amiable conduct of a
superior toward an inferior, as of a master
toward a servaut, a prince toward his
subjects, or a father toward his children.
“The servant of God must not strive, but
be gentle toward all men” (2 Tim. ii. 2¢).
Some manuscripts read, “ Wo were babes
among you”—the difference being only
the addition of another letter. Among
you; in our intcrcourse with you. Even
a8 & nurse; or rather, @ nursing mother,
for the children aro her own. Cherisheth ;
the word emﬁ)loyed for birds warming and
cherishing their young. Her children. A
stronger expression of tendcrness and lovo
could hardly be made. Even as a nursing
mother dedicates her life for her infant; so,
says Paul, we are willing to dedicate our-
selves for you. Some important manuscripts
read the verse thus: “But wo were babes
among you, even as o nurse cherisheth her
children ;” but this arises from an obvious
error of the transcriber.

Ver. 8.—80 being affectionately desirous
of you; a strong expresgion in the original :
“being filled with earnest love for you.”
We were wi The word denotes a pre-
determination of the will: “ wo csteemed it
good.” To have imparted unto you, not the

1 of God only, but also our own souls.

n evident climax : not only were we willing
to preach the gospel of God to you, but
more than this, to sacrifice our own lives for
your advaniage. The word here rendered
“gouls” denotes lives; and the meaning is
that the apostle was willing to submit to
death for the sake of the Thessalonians.
The plural “we” still implies Paul and
8ilas and Timothy. The thought js—As a
nursing mother not only nourishes her
children, but is also ready to sacrifice her
life for them; so the apostle not only
nourished his spiritual children with tho
pure milk of the gospel, but was ready to
sacrifice his own life for their spiritual main-
tenance; thus expressing in the strongest
manner the womanly tenderncss of the
apostle toward his converts. Because ye
were dear unto us.
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Ver. 9.—For; a proof or confirmation of
this dearness of the Thessalonians to the
apostle. Ye remember, brethren ; recalling
to their recollection his conduct when he
was with them. Our labour and travail
These two terms frequently occur togetlier
(2 Cor. xi. 27; 2 Thess. iii. 8), and can
hardly be distinguished ; * labour,” or “ toil,”
is active, denoting exertion: “travail” is
. passive, denoting weariness or fatigue, the
_effect of the exertion. For labo: ; in its
strict meaning chiefly used of manual labour.
Paul here refers to his working for his own
support a8 a tent-maker. Night and day.
Night precedes according to the Jewish
modie otp reckoning. It does not denote that
the apostle made up by labour at night the

loss of time during the day which his higher
duties, a8 & preacher of the gospel, occa-
sioned ; that he wrought at his trade at
night, and preached during the day; but the
phrase, “night and day,” denotes inces-
santly, continually. Because we would not
be chargeable to any of you. Not a proof of
the poverty of the Church of Thessalonica;
but the reason of this unselfish conduct of the
apostle was that no hindrance should arise
on his part to the spread of the gospel;
that no impufation of eelfishuess or cove-
1susness should be laid to his charge. As
he had done at Thessalonica so the apostle
acted in other places. Thus at the time
he was writing this Epistle he was working
for his support at Corinth (1 Cor. iv. 12;
2 Cor. xi. 9). And such was also his practice
at Ephesus; for in his farewell address to
the Ephesian elders he could appeal to
them: “Yea, ye yourselves know, thut these
Lands have ministered unto my nccessities,
and to them that were with me ” (Acts xx.
314). 'We preached unto you the gospel of
God. Thus freely, without charge.

Ver. 10.—Ye ure witnesses, and God also;
ye of the outward oonduct, and God of the
motives which actuated us. How holily and
justly and unblamably; “holily”’ denoting the
apostle’s conduct to God, * justly ” his con-
duct to man, and “unblamably ” the negative
side of both particulars. We behaved our-
selves among you that believe. The apostle
here refers to his own personal demeenour
and to that of Silas and Timothy among
them, in order that the Thessalonians might
realize the purity of their conduct, and so
might continue steadfast in their attachment
to the gospel which they taught. He men-
tions specially ¢ them that believe,” not that
he acted otherwise among those that did not
believe, but because believers were cognizant
of his conduct.

Ver. 11.—As ye know how we exhorted
and comforted and charged every one of you,
as a father doth his children. The transla-
tion of this verse is somowhat faulty; it

ought to be, as in the R.V., as ye know kow
we dealt with each one of you, as a father with
his own children, exhorting you, and encourag-
ing you, and testifying. Paul here changes
the image from that of a nursing mother
to that of a father; because then he was
speaking of his tender care for his converts,
whereas here he speaks of the instructions
and admonitions which he gave tliem ; as a
mother he nourished their spiritual life, and
as a father he superintended their spiritual
education. “ Exhorting and comforting and
charging ;” representing three modes of
the apostle’s instructions : “ exhorting * de-
notes also encouraging and consoling ; “ com-
forting ”* denotes supporting and sustaining
(* Comfort the feeble minded,” ch. v. 14) ;and
“ charging  denotes testifying or protesting
—a solemn pressing home of the exhortation
to the hearers.

‘Ver. 12.—That (or, to the end that) ye would
walk worthy of God; so as to adorn the gospel
of God. 8o in the Epistle to the Colossians:
“ That ye would walk worthy of the Lord
unto all pleasing” (Col. i. 10). Who hath
oalled you; or, as the best attested manu-
scripts read, who calleth you. To his kingdom
and glory. Not to be weakened as if it were
a Hebraism for « his glorious kingdom,” or
“the kingdom of his glory;” but the kingdom
and glory are to be viewed as two different
objects. *God called you to his kingdom,”
namely, the Messianic kingdom which he
has established on earth; and which will
be completely realized at the advent. And
“ God called you to his glory,” namely, the
glory which is in reserve for all the members
of his kingdom.

Ver. 13.—For this canse. Not because
God has called you to his keagdom aud
glory, but, reforrin% to what follows, becauso
of your reception of the gospel. We thank
@od. Although the reception of the gospel
was in one sense the free and voluntary act
on the part of the Thessalonians; yet in
another sense it was the act of God who
ordained them to accept the gospel; their
belief was an operation of God in them.
Without ceasing, becanse, when ye received
the Word of God which ye heard of us;
literally, because when ye received from us the
Word of hearing, which is of God. The gospel
is called “ the Word of hearing,” becausc it
came by hearing ; hence “the Word heard,”
or * the Word of the message” (R.V.). Itis
further designated “of God”—the Word
whose Author is God. Ye received it not as
the word of men—as if it were of human
origin—but as it is in truth, the Word of
God—of Divine origin—which effectually
worketh. The pronoun mayrefer toGod, “who
effectually worketh,” or better to the Word
of God, as the principal subject of the sen-
tence. Also inyqu that believe. The gospel
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was powerful as respects the preachers, and
cflectual as respects the hearers.

Ver. 14.—For ye, brethren, became fol-
lowers; or rather, imitators, namely, in the
endurance of suffering for the sake of the

pel, not in intention only, but in reality.
g‘t’st.he Churches 6f God which in Judea are
in Christ Jesus. These Churches are men-
tioned as being at this early period the
moet prominent. The special mention of
persecution by the Jews bas its origin in the
fact that it was by the unbelieving Jews
that Paul was persecuted at Thessalonica.
For ye also have suffered like of your
own coun! en. One of the proofs that
the Church of Thessalonica was Gentile in
its origin; as these countrymen were evidently
Gentiles, being here distinguished from the
Jews. From this it would seem that, after
Paul and his companions had left Thessalo-
nica, the persecution which arose against
the Christians continued, and the Gentiles
combined with the Jews in opposing the
gospel. Even asthey—the Churches of God
in Judea—have of the Jews. We learn from
tho Acts of the Apostlcs that the Jewish
Christians in Judea were exposed to severe
persecution from their unbelieving country-
men : Stephen was put to death, and Paul
Liimself, in his unconverted state, was a chief
among the persecutors.

Ver. 15.—Who both killed the Lord Jesus ;
cmlihntio to point out the greatness of their
wickednese. And their own prophets; or,
us some manuscripts read, and the hets.
‘Fhis crime was often laid to the charge of
the Jews: thus, by our Lord, “ Ye are wit-
nesscs unto yourselves, that ye are the
children of them which killed the prophcts”
(Matt. xxiii. 31); and by the protomartyr
Stephen, “ Which of the prophets have not
your fathers persecuted ?” (Aots vii. 25.)
And have ted us; literully, driven
ws out, as Paul and Silus were expelled from
Thessalonica. And they please not God, but
are oontrary to allmen. The hatred and con-
tempt which the Jews bore to other nations
is noticed by Tacitus, Juvenal, and other
heathen writers. Thus Tacitus writes of
them : “ They are faithful to obstinacy, and
merciful toward themselves, but toward all
others are actuated by the most irreconcil-
able hatred (odium humani generis).” And
Juvenal says, “They will not show the
road to one who was not of their religion,
nor lead the thirsty person if uncircum-
cised to the common spring.” Perhaps,
huwever, the apostle refers here, not to the
enmity of the Jews to the human race in
general, though perfectly cognizant of their
bigotry aud intolerance; as this enmity
was a perversion of their peculiar distinction
as the People of God; but rather to their
opposition to his preaching the gospel to

the Gentiles—to their extreme reluctance
that the Gentiles along with themselves
should be admitted into the kingdom of

God.

Ver. 16.—Forbidding us—by contradict-
ing, blaspheming, slandering, laying snares
—to speak to the Gentiles that they might
be saved. Not that the Jews were averse
to the proselytism of the Gentiles, provided
they were circumcised and kept the Law
of Moses; on the contrary, Judaism at
this geriod was a proselytizing religion;
but their great objection to the preaching
of the gospel was that the preachers did
not insist on the Gentiles becoming Jews
before they became Christians. And, ac-
cordingly, we learn from the Acts of the
Apostles that the unbelieving Jews were
the most violent and implacable enemies of
the gospel. Of the numerous persecutions
mentioned in the Acts, there were only two,
namely, those at Philippi and Ephesus,
which were not occasioned by the Jews.
To fill up their sins alway; so that the
measure of their iniquity became full to
overflowing. Their forbidding the apostles
to preach to the Gentiles was the last drop
which caused the cup of their iniquity to
overflow (comp. Gen. xv. 16, “ The iniquity
of the Amorites is not yet full”). The
remark of Professor Jowett is well worthy
of notice: “In the beginning of sin and
evil it seems as if men were free agents,
and had the power of going on or of re-
treating. But as the crisis of their fute
approaches, they are bound under a curso.
and the form in which their destiny presents
itself to our minds is as though it wero
certain, and only a question of time how
goon it is to be fulfillcd.” For the wrath ;
that wrath which was predicted and is
merited by them. “Wrath” is here used
for punishment, which is the effect of
wrath., Is come upon them to the utter-
most ; literally, fo the end. The apostle
here refers to the judgments of God, which
were impending on Jerusalem and the
Jewish people; judgments which were fear-
fully executed in the awful sufferings they
endured in the Jewish war, and in the
destruction of their city by the Romans.

Ver. 17.—Here a new chapter ought to
have commenced, passing on to another
subject, the apostle’s desire to visit the
Thessalonians. But we, brethren, being
taken from you; literally, being bereaved of
you (R.V.). For a short time; literally,
Jor the space of an hour. And yet it was
severul years before the apostle revisited
Thessalonica; but he here spcaks of the
short period—a space of six months—which
had already scparated them; not, as some
suppose, that his mind was so full of the
ideas of eternity that he overlooked all
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divisions of time. In presence, not in heart.
Similar expressions are common in Paul’s
Epistles, denoting his love for his converts;
thus : “ Though I be absent in the flesh, yet
I am with you in the spirit” (Col. ii. 5).
muvoum{ the more abundantly to see
your face with great desire; because our
separation has been so short. As has been
well observed, * Universal experience
testifies that the pain of separation from
fricnds and the desire to return to them are
more vivid, the more freshly the remem-
brance of the departure is on the mind ”
(Liinemann).

Ver. 18.—Wherefore we would have come
unto you, even I Paul. Paul distinguishes
himself, because in all probability his com-
pnnions, Silas and Timothy, had been at
Thessalonica after he had left it. Once and
again. Not used indefinitely, but referring
to two separato attempts which Paul made
to revieit the Thessalonians. But Satan
bindered us; denoting, not the encmies of
Christianity, but the devil, the author of
all the hindrances in the kingdom of God.
Paul here recognizes the personality of
Satan, as the author of all evil, the great
opkponent of God and Christ. We are not
informed by what instrumentality this hin-
drance of Satan took place. It may refer
to the various persecutions against Paul,
which prevented him returning to Thessa-
lonica, and espceinlly to that persccution
raised against him in Bereoea by the Jews
of Thessalonica (Acts xvii. 13). In one

sense, indeed, the hindrances arose in the
way of God’s providence, for under its
direction all the journeys of Paul were
laced, and Satan could not have hindered
iim from preaching the gospel in any quar-
ter, unless by the Divine permission (comp.
Acts xvi. 7; Rom. i. 13).

Ver. 19.—For what is our hope, or joy,
or orown of rejoicing? or, glorying. he
apostle calls the Thessalonians his * hope,”
not because he anticipates any reward
from their conversion, or because their con-
version would counterbalance his former per-
secution of the Christians, but because he
hoped to mcet them in glory; he calls them
his “joy,” because he would rejoice with
them in their final salvation; and he calls
them his “crown of rejoicing,” because he
regards them as trophies of the victory of
the gospel which ho preached. Similarly
he calls the Philippians “his joy and
crown” (Phil. iv. 1). Are not even yo;
or rather, are not ye also 7—ye as well cs
other Christians? In the presence of—
before—our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming ;
at the restoration of his Mecssianic kingdom.

Ver. 20.—For ye are our glory and joy.
Some refer this verse to the present, and
the former verse to the future; not mercly
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
cven now ye are our glory and joy. But
there is no reason for this distinction; the
words are merely confirmatory, and added
from the fulness of the apostle’s emotions,

HOMILETICS.

Vers. 5, 6.—Motives of action. Man judges us by our outward conduct; God by
our internal disposition. The apostle appeals to God as a witness of the purity of his
motives. He asserts that he was free from all desire of personal fame or interest. Can
wo make the same appeal and the same assertion? 1. Are we influenced by unworthy
motives? Is covetousness, the desire of fame, or the love of power, the mainspring of
our life? 2. Or are we influenced by worthy motives? Do we scek to please, not
man, bgt God? Is the glory of God in Christ Jesus the chief end of our life and
actions

Vers. 7, 11, 19.—The true pastorate. 1. Its gualities. Paul compares himself to a
nursing mother and a father. A minister should resemble the one in his tenderness and
loving sympathy, and the other in his wisdom and firmness. 2. I¢s mode: exhorting,
comforting, and charging. 8. [ts reward : (1) conversion of the hearers; (2) a joyful
meeting with them at the coming of the Lord.

Ver. 12.—Our high and holy calling. We ought to walk worthy of God, so as: 1.
To obey God’s laws. 2. To imitate God's moral perfections. 3. To enjoy Gud’s fellow-
slllip. 4. To adorn God’s gospel. 5. To promote God’s cause. 6. To live to God's
glory.

Ver. 13.—The gospel a Divine revelation. 1. Negatively. The gospel is not the
word of man; not the result of man’s wisdom; does not spring from a development
of human thought ; its doctrines are not within the sphere of the human intellect. 2,
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Positively. The gospel is the Word of God. This seen from its origin, its contents,
and its efficacy.

Ver. 16.—Beware of ofpon'ny the gospel. The Jews did so. They endeavoured to
prevent the apostle preaching to the Gentiles, and wrath came upon them to the utter-
most ; and so will all opposition made to the gospel terminate (Ps. ii. 6,9). If we
ourselves will not embrace the gospel, let us beware of throwing obstacles in the way of
those who would. Especially let parents beware how they act toward their children
when under religious impressions.

Ver. 18.— The opposition of Satan to the gospel.  Satan hindered us.”

L Tax PERSORALITY OF 8aTAN. Christ and Satan, the heads of two opposite empires
—the one the kingdom of light, and the other the kingdom of darkness; the one the
source of all that is good, and the other the source of all that is evil.

II. THE AGENOY OF SaTaN. He hindereth the spread of the gospel. He worketh in
the children of disobedience. Mode of his operation ; the instruments which he employs.

III. THE FINAL VICTORY OF CHRIST OVER SaTAN. Though Satan hindereth the
gospel, yet it is only for a season. *'I'he God of peace shall bruise Satan under our feet
shortly ” (Rom. xvi. 20).

HOMILIES BY VARIOUS AUTHORS,

Vers.1—4.— Effectiveness of the gospel. Entrance into Thessalonica. It was notneces-
sary, however, to depend upon foreign testimony for the facts of the case, for the Thes-
salonians themselves were the best witnesses. “ For yourselves, brethren, know our
entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain,” but an effective living reality, a great and
gracious success. The proof of the fact is contained in two circumstances.

I. THE BOLDXESS OF THE THREE PREACHERS. “ But even after that we had suffered
before, and were-ehamefully entreated, as ye know,at Philippi, we were bold in our God
to speak unto you the gospel of God with much conflict.”” The insulting treatment
the apostle had received at Philippi bad not the effect of scaring him away, or of
leading bim to withdraw into Asia, leaving Europe to its fate. Such treatment would
have deterred men of a different stamp. His boldness was not mere stoical courage, but
based on faith, for he was “ bold in our God,” and was equal to present perils as well as
to past persecutions; for he spoke the gospel of God “in much conflict,” caused, as we
know, by the league of violence which the Jews of Thessalonica formed with ¢ lewd
fellows of the baser sort ” against the gospel.

I1. THE SPIRIT AND METHOD OF THEIR MINISTRY. ‘ For our exhortation was not of
Jeceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile.” The matter is exhibited first negatively, and
then positively. 1. Negatively. His persuasive exhibition of the truth was not (1)
“of deceit.” He was not deceived himself—he had not * followed cunningly devised
fables "—neither did he design to deccive others, for he preached the truth as it is
in Jesus. Therefore there was all the greater force and fervour and directness in his
teaching. (2) “Nor of uncleanness.” There were no impure or sinister ends in his
teaching, implying love of gain; nor any disposition to tolerate those subtle forms of
temptation which sometimes manifest themselves even under the guise of piety. (3)
“ Nor in guile,” for he was straightforward and sincere in his methods, with ‘“ no cunning
craftiness,” no manceuvres, no strategy ; for they had “ renounced the hidden thin%s of
dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the Word of God deceitfully ”
(2 Cor. iv. 2). 2. Positively. The method of his preaching met with the Divine
approval. “ But a3 we were approved of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so
we speak ; not as pleasing men, but God, who trieth our hearts.” (1) The gospel is a
solemn trust, a ricK treasure. ‘There are many human trusts which men would rather
shirk, but the apostle is not unwilling to accept this trust for the good of the world.
(2) He claims no independent worthiness for so sacred a trust. God gave him any
worthiness or sufficiency he possessed. *Our sufficiency is of God, who also hath
made us able ministers of the New Testament ” (2 Cor. iii. 5,6). (3) He discharged his
trust (a) with a perfect disregard for men’s opinions about him (1 Cor. iv. 8); (6) and
with no desire to catch the favour of men, * Not as pleasing men ; ” for * as of sincerity,
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as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in Christ” (2 Cor. ii. 17). Not sacrificing truth
tu the fancies or prejudices of men in order to secure their favour. If “he pl men,
he should not be the servant of God ” (Gal. i. 10). (4) He had supreme and final regard
to the all-seeing God, * who tricth the hearts,” who knows the springs of all actions,
discovers all artifices, and brings all hidden thinfs to light. Men look on the outward
appearance. God “spares all beings but himself that awful sight—a naked human
heart.” He *“seeth not as man secth.” It is vain, therefore, to appear other than
we are.—T. C.

Vers. 6—8.— The spirit and method of apostolic labour. The apostle sets it forth
ander two aspects.

I. NEGATIVELY. “ For neither at any time were we found using words of flattery, as
ye know, nor a cloak of covetousness, God is witness; nor seeking glory of men.” 1.
The apostle and his colleagues did not attempt to win their way by flattery, either by
setting forth high views of human nature, or by holding men’s persons in admiration
for the sake of advantage ; for their gospel tended rather to humble man and subdue his
pride. Flattery is a gross dishonour both to God and man, for it implies untruthful-
ness, and may become fatal in its results to easily deluded siuners. The apostle
appealed to the Thessalonians in confirmation of his statement. 2. They did not use
lfeir position as a cloak of covetousness, as God could testify, who knows the heart.
The apostle might say now, as he afterwards said to the elders of Ephesus, “ I coveted
no man’s silver, nor gold, nor apparel.” The false teachers were chargeable with cove-
tousness, for “ through covetousuess shall they with feigned words make merchandise
ol you” (2 Pet. ii. 1, 3). How emphatically the apostle insists upon ministers of the
gospe) being free from this vice! ¢ Not greedy of filthy lucre.” 8. They were not fond
of vain-glory. * Nor seeking glory of men, neither fromn you, nor from others, when we
might have been burdensome as apostles of Christ,” or might have stood un their dignity
as apostles of Christ. There is no allusion here to his claim to ministerial support, but
rather to the position of magisterial dignity he might have assumed, with all its pomp
and peremptoriness and sternness. His spirit at Thessalonica was not that of lordship
over God’s heritage.

II. PosiTIVELY. “ But we were gentle in the midst of you, as when a nurse cherisheth
her own children,” 1. They were gentle sn their intercourse with their converts; unas-
suming and mild, with no baughty or imperious airs, challenging honour and homage.
They acted in the very spirit of the good Shepherd. Long afterwards the apostle could
remind one of his present colleagues that * the servant of the Lord must not strive, but
be gentle to all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose
themselves ” (2 Tim. ii. 24—26). This gentleness, which is at once a fruit of the Spirit
(Gal. v. 22) and a characteristic of the * wisdom from above” (Jas. iii. 17), becomes all
the more impressive when it is linked with the highest strength of character. 2. They
were most affectionate tn their sntercourse with their converts, * Even so, being affec~
tionately desirous of you, we were well pleased to impart to you, not the gospel of
God only, but also our own souls, because ye were become very dear tous.” (1) Their
yearning love was manifest : (@) In theirimparting the gospel to them. As their spiritual
parents they travailed in birth till Christ was formed in them, and then they fed them
thereafter with the sincere milk of the Word. (3) In their readiness to risk their lives
for the sake of their children in the faith. They verily carried their lives in their hands.
32) This apostolic solicitude on their behalf sprung out of their deep love for the
T'hessalonians, as being at once the trophies of their ministry, and as being pre-eminently
docile in their attitude toward the gospel and its preachers, There is bardly auvy
stronger tieTinCthis world than that which links together a spiritual father and his
couverts.—T. C.

Ver. 9.—A retrospect of his disinterested and self-sacrificing labours. He next recalls
the circumstances of his ardent and laborious ministry amongst them. ¢ For ye
remember, brethren, our labour and travail : working night and day, that we might
not burden any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.”

I. THE MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLE WAS ALWAYS LABoRIous. He could say to the
Corinthians that “ he had approved himself as the minister of God in labours ; ® that ““ in
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labours he was more abundant ” (2 Cor. vi. 4, 5; xi. 23{; exhausting his strength daily
in his eager anxiety to reach the people with the gospel of God. If ever man went to
the edge of his poesibility, it was the Apostle Paul. The labour might be exhausting in
idt:lelf,lo; on account of the obstacles thrown in his way, but it became the habit of his

ily life.

I{ IT wAS DOUBLY LABORIOUS AT THESSALONICA ON ACOOUNT OF THE NECESSITY HE
IMPOSED UPON HIMSELF OF WORKING FOR HIS LIVING. Occupied in preaching or teaching
through the day, he devoted his nights to his craft as a tent-maker. 1. The necessity in

estion was not smposed by either the Mosaic or the Christian Law. He showed to the
grinthims that alike natural justice, the Mosaic ordinance, and positive law, as
announced by our Lord himself, required them to support the ministers of the gospel
(1Cor. ix.). “They who preach the gospel shall also live of the gospel.” 2. It was a
necessity based upon a high Christian expediency. At Corinth he thought good “ not to
use hli;&}l:ower in the gospel,” and therefore preached the gospel there * without charge.”
The ignity of Jewish enemies led him to avoid even the appearance of covetous-
ness, or of attempting to “ make a gain ” of the Corinthians. We do not know under
what circumstances he was led to goursue a similar course at Thessalonica. It may have
been from similar accusations, or from a tendency he had observed among certain saints
in the city to forswear work and go about as “ busybodies.” But his policy was excep-
tional, and affords no rule in modern times unless the circumstances should again become
exceptional. 3. It was a necessity cheerfully accepted ﬁor the good of the Thessalonians.
He bad but two means of support in the city. %) e was not supported by super-
natural means, like Elijah in the desert. (2) He was occasionally helped by the
thoughtful kindness of the Philippians. “I robbed other Churches,” he tells the Corin-
thians, “ taking wages of them to do you service.” He tells the Philippians, ¢ For even
in Thessalonica ye sent once and again to my necessities” (Phil. iv. 16—17). (3) He
had to supplement thess occasional gifts by ¢ working with his own hands.” Every
Jew had to learn a trade. The apostle thus dignifies common industry.—T. C.

Vers. 10—12.—Appeal alike to man and to God respecting his personal and his official
work at Thessalonica. This double appeal attests his profound sincerity.

1. COoNSIDER HIB PERSONAL DEPORTMENT. “ Ye are witnesses,and God, how holily,
and justly, and unblamably we behaved ourselves among you that believe.” He touches
on the twofold relationship of the Christian life toward God and toward man, for he
had always exercised himself “to have a conscience void of offence toward man and
God,” and strove “to give no offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed ”
(Acts xxvi. 16; 2 Cor. vi. 3). He had striven to walk circumspectly in a world prone
to suspect sinister ends even in the best of men. The apostle’s walk was on high, even
a8 his calling was high.

IL CoXSIDER HIS OFFICIAL DEPORTMENT. It was manifest in his method of dealing
with his converts, and in the end which he kept steadily in view in all his ministry.
1. His method of dealing with his converts. “ As ye know how we exhorted and com-
forted, and testified to each one of you as a father doth his children.” (1) Mark
the varieties in his mode of dealing with his converts. (a) He exhorted them, for
their position of persecution and temptation demanded that he “ should give them much
exhortation ” (Acts xx.2). (b) He comforted them, in the presence of many disquieting
circumstances in their condition. (c) He testified to them, exhibiting gospel truth with
all urgency. (2) Mark the affectionate spirit of his dealing with them: “ As a
father doth his children ; ” for he combined a father’s unwearying love with his power
of direction and authority. (3) Mark the individualizing interest in their welfare :
% Each one of you.” Whether they were rich or poor, few or many, he passed by none
of them. They all had a place in his heart. 2. The aim of all his affectionate and
éndividualizing inlerest in their welfare. “ That you would walk worthy of God, who
calleth you iuto his kingdom and glory.” The duty here enjoined, *“ Walk worthy of
God.” This implies (1) conformity to his revealed will; (2{ adornment of the gospel
by a holy walk ; (3) supreme regard to the obligations involved in the high calling of
God—these being necessitated by (a) the nature of the call, which is not external, but
spiritual ; (3) by the consideration of him who calls us; (¢) by the holy ends of the
call; (d) by the oconsideration of their high destiny: for they are called to “his own

1. THESSALONIANS, D
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kingdom and glory.” This kingdom is that which is established in the mediation of
Christ, into which we enter by the gate of regeneration, and which reaches its full and
final development in the second comingof Christ. The glory is that which he impresses
upon his people here, and which receives its full manifestation hereafter.—T. O.

Ver, 13.—The Thessalonian reception of the truth. The apostle had spoken of his
own part in the work of grace; he now speaks of the manner in which his converts
accepted the truth. * Ye are my witnesses; now I am yours.” His immediate ground
of thankfulness was that they had received, not man’s word, but God’s, and that the
Word was so thoroughly efficacious. “For this cause also thank we God without
oeasing, because when ye received the Word of God which ye heard of us, ye received
not the word of men, bat as it is in truth, the Word of God.”

1. THEY APPRECIATED THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE WORD OF MEN AND THE WORD
oF Gob. 1. They first heard st no doubt with interest and docility of spirit. * Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” The Word was not read but
heard in the preaching of the apostles; it was no discovery of their own mind. 2.
They received it as an external fact made known to them by man. 8. They welcomed
it with the inner acceptance of faith. It was “mixed with faith in them that heard it”
(Heb. iv. 2). It was “ the joy and the rejoicing of their heart ” (Jer. xv. 16). 4. Their
glad acceptance of it was condstioned upon its Divine origin. It was not man’s word,
representing & new speculation in philosophy or ethics; it was “ the Word of God ”

Rom. x, 14). 