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OHAPTER I.

From the Battle of Edge-Hill to the calling of the Assembly of Divings
‘ at Westminstert

THE kiog pursues his march to Londos. Motives of it. Remarks.
Encouraging prospeet of the king’s affairs. Ordinance of the parlia-
ment exhorting to repentance. Treaty of Oxford. The parliament’s
propesitions. Bill against innovations: for punishing seandalous eler-

: against pluralities and non-residence. The king’s proposals.—
geath and charaeter of Dr. Crisp. Lord Brooke’s death, Tomkins’s
lot. A new oath or covenant. Proclamation against the ity of Lon-
on. The people reduced to great hardships. Success of the king’s af-
fairs —Sufferings of the puritan clersy, and of the e[;iscopal. Cohlmit-
tees for religion : for scandalous ministers. Cases of the Rev. Mr. Sy-
monds, Rev. Mr. Squire, and Rev. Mr. Finch. Committee for plunder-
ed ministers ; their proeeedings censured. Country committees : their
instruetions  Quality of the persous ejected : sequestration of their es-
tates : a further explanation of it.  Abjuration oath. The effects of
this ordinanee. The king makes reprisals. Vacant benefices filled
up. Btrict observation ef the sabbath. Manner of keeping the month-
Iy fast. Oceasional fusts. The king dissolves the parliament fast,
and appoints another. Bemoval of monuments of superstition : ordi-
nanee for that purpose : manner of the execution of it. Orders for
restraining the press. .

OHAPTER II.

From the calling the Assembly of Divines at Westminster to the Oxford
e y rliament
a .

Ordinance for ealling an assembly of divines. Names of the lay-
assessors ; of the divines. Reasons of the episcopaldivines against the
assembly ; eharacter of it: it opens: rules agreed to by it. Regula-
tions sent them by the parliament. Assembly’s petition for a fast.—
Alterations in the thirty-nine articles. Censures of antinomianism.—
Parlinment and assembly apply to the Seots. Reasons of the general
assembly of Scotland for assisting the English parliament. Committee

inted to frame a solemn league and eovenant. Mr. Mershall’s and
:?s letter to the assembly at Westminster. Debates upon it. The
solemn | e and eovenant. Manner of taking it. An exhortation
to taking the solemn league and ecovenant: answered. Instruetions
for taking the covenant in the eountry. ‘T'he influenee it had on the
elergy. sl‘he king; brings over forces from Ireland. 1ll consequences
of it. The king’s Prolestation. " Assembly’s letter to the foreign
ghurches. The king’s reply. Remarks. Diseipline of the chureh dis-
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solved. Parliament nominates men to livings. Commitiee to examine
clergymen. Their method of examination. Death of Mr. Chilling-
. worth, Charaeter of Mr. Hampden and of Mr. Py,

CHAPTRER III.

The Oxford Parliament. Progress of the War. Visitation of the
University of Cambridge by the Earl of Manchester. Committee for
plunderedf sequestered, and scandalous Ministers.

The ‘Oxford parliament. The king’s letter to the queen, Seotsarmy
enters Englund.  Earl of Essex defeated in Cornwall. Rise of the
elubmen. ~ Character of the king’s offieers, and soldiers.  Fight of
Newhary. Character of the ament army. State of affuirs at the
end of the year. Affairs of the church. Behavior of the university of
Cambridge. Cambridge visitation. Ordinanee for the committee of
sequestration. Character of the earl of Manchester. Manner of hiy
proseeding. Covenant not tendered to the whole university. Numhers
ejected. "‘fleasonableneso of it. Characters of the ejected professors ;
and of their suecessors. Remarks. Form of induetion of the new
master ; the oath: and of the fellows. Committee for scandalous min-
isters.  Earl of JManchester’s warrant empowering them to act : in-

. struetions to them, The earl’s letter. Their method ef proseeding.
Remarks. Numbers ejected : eompared with the ejected ministers in
4663, ‘The fifths. The hardships on both sides.

CHAPTER 1V,
0

Of the several Parties in the JAssembly of Divines. Prcmteﬁam, K
rastians, Independants.  Their Preceedings about Ordination, and
the Directory for Divine Worship. The Rise; Progress, and Syffer~
ings of the English Anabaptists. .

Parties in the assemblies of Divines. * Of the Presbyterians ; the
Erastians ; the Independants. Rewarks. Vindieation of the Inde-
pendants. Of the Anabaptists. Proceedings of the avsembly. Order
to confer about diseipline. Of ordination. Advice of the assembly.—
Direetory for public worship. Preface to 1t.  Variatiens in it from
the common prayer. The success of it.  Ordinance for enforeing the
use of the directory. Remarks. Kinq’forhids the useof it. Rise and
progress of the English anabaptists. Their confession of faith : their
character and sufferings. Mr. Clarkson’s reeantation. Remarks.—
The Palatinate family favorites of the puritans. State of religion. Or-
dinance for better observation of the Lord’s-day : for laying aside the
observation of Christmas. Remarks. 'The death of bishop Wesificid,
and of Dr. Downing.

CHAPTRR V.
Jbstraet of the Tvial qf;llrtc’h“dwp Laud ; and of the Treaty of

Trial of Archhishop Laud. - Articles of impeschment. Archishop's
saswer. Order and method of the trial. Swummary of the charge.—
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Ber). Wild opéns the impenchment. The archbishop’s speeeh. First
brunch of the for subverting the rights of parliament. Muna«
s sharge. Archbishop’s ro?ly. Arbitrary speeches made for the
ing by the arehbishep. King’s sreech Mareh 20 and May 11,4620,
and Mareh 27, 1690. Archbishep’s reply. Arbitrary speeches of the
arehbishop himself. Arshbishop’s reply. Parliament’s power in mat.
ters off religion. Archbishop’s reply. Of the king’s prerogative, and
canons of the shareb. Archbishop’s reply. Begond charge: attemps
to set aside the laws : of ship-money, tonnage, and poundage. Arch-
bishep’s reply. Depopulations and pulling down houses. Arehbish-
op’s reply. lllegal commitments and prohihitions in the spiritoal
eourts.  Archbishop’s reply. Bribery objected to the arehbishop.~
His reply. Commutation of penance. Af::mtiom in the eoronation
eath. Archbishop’s reply. Attempt to set up an independent power
" in the clergy. Archbishop’s reply. Sitting of the convocstion after
the parliament.  Archbishop’s reply. Remarks. Third general
charge : subverting religion. Paintings, and images, and crucifises.—
Archbishop’s answer. Managers’ reply to the antiguity of images in
charches. Conseeration of churches and altars, and feasts of dedica-
tion. Archbishop’s answer oo consecrating ehurches : on feasts of ded-
ication : on conseerating altars and their furniture Manager’s repl
on the antiquity of consecrating churches: on conseorating altars nu‘
their furniture : on the antiquity of feasts of dedication. Antiquity of
altars, their situation, and railing them in.  Archbishop’s answer.~—
- Managers’ reply on the antiquity of altars, and railing them in: on
their situation : altars not anciently fixed to the east wall of the chan-
cel : on their furniture. Antiquity of bowing towards the altar. Arch-
bisbop’s amswer. Bowing at the name of Jesus. Of copes. Mana-
gers’ reply on bowing to the altar: on the Gloria Patri, and bowing at
the mame of Jesus. On reading the second service : on eopes: and the
upiversity statutes. Book of sports.  Archbishop’s answer, Mana-
gers’ reply.  Remarks. Doctrinal errors. Arminianism. Archbish-
of’u answer. Managers’ replz. Preaching on the five points. Abuse
of the press by prohibiting books: by castrating them: by licen-
sing popish books, and conniving at their importation. Archbishop’s
answer. Managers’ reply. Prosecuting puritans. Archbishop’s an-
swer. Managers’ reply. Recanciling the ehurch of England with
Rome, and assuming papal titles, and discouraging foreign protestants.
Archbishop’s answer: on his assuming papal titles : on the church of
Rome being a true church: on unchurching foreign protestants: on
eorresponding with popish priests. Managers’ reply. On his assum-
ing papal titles and honors: on his forbidding to pray for the queen’s
conversion : on the church of Rome no true chrc : on his reconciling
the eharch of Eugland to Rome: on his unchurching foreign protes-
tants : on his ceuntenancing popish priests : and discountenancing their
presecutors : on his conecealing Habernfleld’s plot. The managers’
conclgsion. The arehhishop’s speech at the elese of the trial. Points
of law debated. Mr. Hearn’s argument. Censures of the archbishop’s
behavior. His charnoter of the witnesses. Hia eensure of the mapa-
gers.  Petitioes for justioe aginst him.  Cendomned by bill of at-
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tainder. Mis last speech and prayer. His eharacter. Treaty of Us.
bridge. The kiug’s cabinet opened. The commissioners. The treaty
hegins. Mr. Love’s sermon. Of the militia: of Ireland: of religion:
‘The king’s instructions to his commissioners. Parliament’s instrae-
tiens. Mr. Henderson’s speech against bishops. Dr. Steward’s reply.
The king’s econcessions. Remarks. The parliament’s reply. ;{e-
marks. The treaty breaks up. Reasons of it. Remarks. Earl of
@lamorgan’s treaty with the lrish. Death of Mr. White.

CHAPTER VI.

The Progress of the War. Debates in the Assembly about Ordination.

The Power of the Keys. The Divine Right of Presbyterian Gov-

. ermment. Commiltees for Comprehension and Toleration of the In-
dependants, :

" Earl of Eesex removed, and the army new-modelled. Character of

the generals. Rise of enthusiasm in the army. ‘Their striet disci-

pline.  Progress of the king's forees. Battle at Naseby. Parlia-

ment’s eare for a regular clergy.  Directory for ordination of minis-

tama W~  ordinations invalid. Debates upon it with the independ-

of ordination given to the assembly pro tempore. The

f presbytery. ' Objections of the erastians: and of the

resbyterians’ reply. Subordination of synods. Com-

» independants. Conduct of the erastians. The clause

ight lost in the house of commons. Several petitions of

t to admit it.  Of the power of the keys in excommuni-

m of the independants. of Selden, and of Whitlocke.—

.~ - ._. e for suspension and excommunication. Parliament’s

proviso.  Presbyterians dissatisfied. Ordinance for erecting presby-

teries. Remarks. Exceptions of the Scots to the new diseipline.—

Parliament’s reply. English presbyterians’ petition against !‘:e ordi-

nance. They are threatened with a premunire.  Questions sent to

the assembly relating to the jus divinam. Remarks. They are ter-

rified, and appoint a fast. Committee of accommodation. 'The eom-

mittees revived. Proposals of the independants. Reply of the pres-

byterians. Answer olr the independants. The presbyterighs’ reply.—

. Answer of the independants. Conclusion of tge presbyterians. Re-

marks. Debates about toleration and liberty of conscience. Scots

declaration against toleration. Indepeundants for a limited toleration.

Answer to the reasons of the London clergy. The king foments their

divisions. Censures of Paul Best. Ordinance to seize the revenues

of cathedrals. Revenues of the university of Cambridge preserved.—
Death of Dr. Featly : of Mr. Dod.

CHAPTER VIIL

The Conclusion of the first Civil War, by the King’s surrendering his
Royal Person to the Scots. Fetitions of the JAssembly and City Di-
vines against Toleration, and for the Divine Right of the Presbyte-
rial Gevernment, which is erected in Eonden. Debates betwesn the
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Riag, Mr. Henderson, and the Scots Commissioners. His Ma-
Jesty is removed from Newcastle to Holmby-house. Further account
of !%c Sectaries. -

The king’s melancholy esndition at Oxford: surrenders his person
to the Scots.  Conelusion of the first civil war.  Articles of peace
with the Irish papists. Parliament’s commissioners protest against it.
Presbyterians petition against sectaries : and are secouded by the Scots.
Parliament’s answer. Independants oppose it. Assembly’s sentiments
of the jus divibum. Sentiments of the London ministers.  Their pa-
per of considerations and cautions. Classical division of the provinee
of London. Remarks. Scots behavior to the king at Neweastle.—
Cooference between the king and Mr. Henderson. The king’s first

per. Mr. Henderson’s first reply. Kiug’s second paper. Mr. Hen-
5:”0»’8 second reply.  King’s third paper. Mr. Henderson’s third
reply. King’s last papers. Remarks. Mr. Henderson’s pretended
recauntation: the falseness of it. Parlianent’s propositions to the king
at Neweastle.  Great intercession is made with the king to comply : -
but he refuses. His conference with the Scots commissioners. Scots
kirk will not trust the king. Their solemn warning and declaration.
Proceedings of the Seots parliaments relating to the king. They de-
liver him up, and publish their reasons. English commissioners re-
eeive the king, and convey him to Holmby. ' Remarks. The king at
Holmby-house. Ordinance for abolishing arehbishops and bishops
and for sale of their lands. Presbyterians petition against the secta-
ries. Proceedings of the parliament upon it. Further aceount of the
sectaries. Edward’s Grangrena. Mr. Baxter’s aceount of them :
lord Clarendon’s.  Bishop Bramhall, of the papists. Death of the
earl of Essex: of Mr. Colman: of Dr. Twisse: and Mr. Jerewiah

Burroughs.

CHAPTER VIII.

Proceedings of the Assembly upon their Confession of Faith and Cate-
chisms.  Provincial dssemblies of London. The King taken out o
the Parliament’s custody and conveyed to the Army. His Majesty’s
conduct. He escapes from Hampton-Court, and is confined “in the
Isle of Wight. ‘ ' .
Proeeedings of the assembly upon their eonfession of faith. Th

present it to the parliament. Debates of the commons upon it. Arti-

eles of discipline rejeeted : but the whole received by the Seots as-
sembly and parliament. Censures of it. Assembly’s larger and short-
er eatechisms. Scots commissioners take leave of the assembly. They
appoiot a fast for the distractions of England. First provincial as-
sembly. The seeond. Their petition to parliament. ndon minis-
ters, testimouy to truth and against error. Dr. Hammond’s vindication :
and My. John Goodwin’s: his reply to the Rev. Mr. Jenkins. Views
of the different parties concerned in the war: of the king: of the par-
liament and presbyterians : of the army and independants. Contro-
versy between the parliament and army.  Council of the officers and
agitaters. The king’s anawer to the propositions at Newecastle : seized
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and earried to the army: which strikes the tws liouses with surprise.

Deoclaration of the army. The preshyterians in parliament resolve to

oppose the army. Eleven of their members impeached. Commotions

.in the eity. Tumults in the parliament house : which oceasion sev-

erul of the members to retire to the army. Proceedings of the re-

mainder. Army resolves to murch to Londou. City submits. Pres-

byterian ministers’ vindication of themselves. Remarks. Mr. But-

fer’s opinion.  The king’s motions with the army. Cromezell’s and

Treton’s conference with the king. His majesty’s mistaken eonduct :

whieh proves his ruin. Reasons of the army’s deserting the king.—

The king escapes from Hampton-Court : and is confined in the Isle of
Wight. Proposals of the army. Agreemeunt of the lords. and of the
commons. Proposals of the presbyterians. Motive of the king’s es-

eape from Hampton-Court. Private treaty with the Scots. The king’s -
eoncessions from the Isle of Wight. Remarks. 'I'he army unmite with

the parliament. Votes of nen-addresses. Parliament’s remonstrance.

Ordinance for abolishing the observation of Christmas and other saints’

days. .Time-allotted for servants’ recreation. The king disapproves

ofit. It oecasions tamults. The Xiug’s clergy petition to be restored

to their liviugs. Fairfax’s answer. Coanter-petilion of the presby-

terians. Ordinance in their favor.

ORAPTER 1X.

The Visitation of the University of Oxford. Btate of Religion at the
g ond of the yeor.

Cendition of the university of Oxford. Parliameut sends ministers
to refurm it. 'Their conduet and sueeess. Parliament resolves en a
visitation. Ordinanee for that purpose. Abstract of the university’s
reusons against the covenant. Execeptions against the preface : against
the eovenant in general : against the first article : against the seeond :
against the third: against the fourth : against the fifth: against the
sixth : the eonclusion. Contradictions in the covenant: deubtfa! ex-
pressions init: absurdities. 8alvoes for taking it. Objections to the
negative oath and direetorr. Remarks. Visitation opened. The mni-
versity uses the visitors ill, and will not submit. Parliament resolve
to support their visitors. Their visitation reeeived. The university
will not submits They are hoard by their eoundil : bat are cast. Their
stabborn behavior. Barl of Pembroke, chaneellor, visits in person.
His preceedings : Teports the behavior of the university to the parlia-
ment. Numbers ejeeted. Insolemee of the schelars. Tuo garrison
searchey the eolleges for arms. Scholars expelled. Heads of the col-
leges that submitted and kept their places : their charaeters. Charac-
ters of the prefessors that submitted. Heads of the eolleges ejected :
their characters. Professers ejesied. New heads of colleges that sue-
seeded. New z"rofmon. Their bebavior. Remarks. Vacaneies in
the wmiversity filled up. Causes of the inerease of lay-preachers. Pe-
tition for unordained preashers. Stage-plays put dewn. State of re-

igion. Death of Mr. Herbers Paimer, of Mr. Henry Wilkinson, of

r. Salimersh. .
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GHAPTER X. _

Phe second Civil War. The conclusion of the Assembly ’0; Divines.

The progress of Presbytery. The T'reaty of the Isle of Wight. Tre

Death and Character of King Charles L. His Works. Jnd the du-
thors of his unhappy Syfferings.

The second civil war. The Seots army enters England : and is de-
feated by Cromwell. Proceedings of the parliament ; which is entire-~
presbyterian. Remuarks on the confusion of the times. Conclusion
of the assembly of divines. Their works. Their eharacter. Pro-
eoedings of the third proviucial assembly : of the fourth. Provineial
assembly of Laneashire. Agreement of the people. Country associa-
tiens. Ordinance against blasphemy and heresy. Remarks. Ordi-
nauce for settling the presbyterian discipline. Treaty of the Isle of
Wight. Parliament’s proposals, and the king’s reply. His eoneces-
sions on the article of religion. Conference between the king’s und
parliament’s divines. The king’s first paper to the parliament divines.
Abstraet of their reply. The king’s second paper. Parliament divines®
reply. The king’s last paper. Remarks. Ofthe coronation oath. The
king’s final concessions. Arguments and motives of the parliament
commissioners to gain the king’s consent. States of Scotland press
the king’s consent. The king’s speech to the eommissioners. Remarks.
Archbishop Usher’s sentiments. Conelusion of the treaty. King’s
letter to the prince. Remarks. The ease of the army. Their pro-
ceedings. Their remonstrance. They seize the king’s person a see-
ond time. They march to London, and purge the parliament. Votes
of the remaiunder of the hoase of commons. The army resolves to try
the king. Voiee of the nation. Dr. Gauder’s and Dr. Hammond’s
protestations : and the whole body of presbyterian ministers in Lon-
don : their farther vindication. Behavior of the independants : and of
the Seots. Proceedings of the army aad parliament. The king’s tri-
al and exeeation. His character. His works. Eikon Basilike a spu-~
rious performance. Books published for and against the king’s death.
Anthors of the king’s death. Of the king and his divines. Of the
nom:u Of the independants. Sentimeats of Dr. Du Moulin :
hr. » : Bishop Burnet: of the papists : and of the conventiom
parliament.

SUPPLEMENT.

The extent of Mr. JVeal’s design. An apology for Mr. Meal. Com-
plaints of the baptists and the quakers. Number and variety of here-
sies in the reign of Charles 1. Increase of the antitrinitarians. The
ease of Thomas Webb : of Paul Best: of Jokn Fry. Intolerance of
the times. The number of antitrinitarian assemblies and publications,
The imprimatur of John Bachiler. A pamphlet entitled « Religious
Peace.” KEdwards’s Gangreena. English baptists : their origin : the
number of their congregations: their first secession: the chureh of
them at Shrewsbury : at Bickenhal: and at Chesterten. Their in-
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erease impeded. Their revival. Their publieations. THReir eonfes-
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Liord Brooke, Mv. Daniel Rogers, and bishop Taylor. Severe ordi-
manees and invectives directed against them. Their sufferings : those
of Mr. Vavasor Powel, Mr. Edward Barber, Mr. Cox, Mr. Hen

Denne, Mr. Coppe, Mr. Lamb, Mr. Paul Hobson, Mr. Hanserd Kkol-
lys, Mr. John Suns, Mr. dAndrew Wyke, and Mr. Samuel Oates. The

imprudence and impetuosit{‘;:f their zeal. The iniquity of }m‘lemtiu,-
e a

but one good effect of it. writings of the baptists in favor of tol-
eration. Distinguished preachers among them: Mr. Helwise, M
John Morton. Mr. Neal’s representation of the baptists censured by
Mr. C?osby. Origin of the quakers. A strictuve an M. Neal’s ag-
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

NO peried of civil history has undergane a more critical examina-
tion than the last seven years of king Charles I. which was a seene of
such confusion and ineensistent management between the king and
parliament, that it is very difficult to discover the motives of action
on either aide ; the king seems to have been dirested by secret springs
from the queen and her eouncil of papists, who were for advansing the
prerogative shave the laws, and vesting his majesty with such an ab-
solute sovereignty as might rival his brother of France, and emable
him to establish the Roman-catholic religion in England, or some how
ar other blend it with the protestant. This gave rise to the unparal-
leled severities of the star-chamber and high-commission, which, aftex
twelve years triumph over the laws and liberties of the suhjeet, brought
oa afieree and bloody war, and after the loss of above a hundred thous-
and lives, ended in the saerifice of the king himself, and the subver-
sion of the whole eenstitution.

Though all men had a veneration for the person of the king, his
upusTERS had rendered themselves justly obnaxious, not only by set-
ting up a new form of government at home, but by extending their ju-

isdiction to a weighbering ki:%dpu, under the government of distinct
Jaws, and inclined to a form of chureh discipline very different from
the Eng,lish: This raised suek a storm in the North, as distressed his
majesty’s admili;tratioln H exhdau::d his treasure; dnifned a;ll his ar-
bitrary springs of su 3 an er an intermission of twelve years}
redaeed Lnng‘lo the &I;eyuuy of(retlrning to the cobstitution, un’;! eal-
ling a parliament ; but when the public grievances came to e opened,
there appeared such a colleetion of ill-humors, and so general a dis-
trust between the king and his twe houses, as threatened all the mis-
ehief and desolation that followed. Each party Jaid the blame on the
sther, and agreed in nothing but in throwing off the odium of the civil
wear from themselves.

The affaire of the church had a very eonsiderable influence on the
welfare of the state : The episcopal character was grown inte contempt,
mot from any defect of learning in the hishops, but from their close at.
fachment to the prerogalive and their own insatiable thirst of power,
which they strained to the utmost in their spiritual courts, by revivin
old and obsolute customs, levying large fines on the‘reople for contem i
of their eanons, and prosecuting good men and zealous protestants, for
rites and ceremenies tending to superstition, and not warranted by the
laws of the land. The king supported them .to the utmest ; but was
chligad, after some. time, te give way, first, to an acf for abolishing the -
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high commission, by a elnuse in which the power of the bishops, spirife
ual courts was in a mauner destroyed ; and at last to an aet deprivin
them of their seats in parliament. If at this time any methods couli
have beea thought of, to restore a mutual confidense between the king
and his two houses, the remaining differences in the chureb might eas-
ly have been eompromised; but the spirits of men were heated, and
as the flames of the civil war grew fiereer, and spread wider, the
wounds of the chureh were enlarged, till the distress of the parlia-
ment’s affairs obliging them to eall in the Scots, with their solemn
league and covenant, they hecame incurable.

When the king had lost his cause in the field, he put himselfat the
head of his divines, and drew his learned pen in defence of his prerog-
ative, and the chureh of England; but his arguments were no more
successful thao his sword. ihuve brought the debates between the -
king and Mr. Henderson, and between the divines of both sides at the
treaties of Uxbridge and Newport upon the head of episeopacy, into as
narrow a compass as possible ; my ehief design being to trace the pro-
ceedings of the parliament aud their assembly at Westminster, which
(whether justifiable or not) ought to be placed in open view, though
none of the historians of these times have ventared to do it.

The Westminster assembly was the parliament’s grand council in
matters of religion, and made a very considerable figure both at home
and abroad through the course of the civil war, till they disputed the
power of the keys with their superiors, and split upon the rocks of di-
vine right and covenant uniformity. The records of this venerable as-
sembly were lost in the fire of London ; but I have given a large and

* just account of their proceedings, from a manuscript of one of their

members, and some other papers that have fallen into my hands, and
have entered as far into their debates with the erastians, independants,
and others, as was consistent with the life and spirit of the history.

Whatever views the Seots might have from the beginuing of the
war, the parliament would eertainly bave agreed with the king upon
the foot of a limited episcopacy, till the calling the assembly of divines,
after which the solemn league and covenant became the standard of all
their treaties, and was designed to introduce the presbyterian govern-
ment in its full extent, as the established religion of both kingdoms.
This tied up the parliameat’s hands, from yielding in time to the
King’s most reasonable concessions at Newpert, and rendered an ac-
commodation impractieable ; I have therefore transeribed the covenant
at large, with the reasons for and against it. Whether such obliga-
tions upon the enuscienees of men are justifiable from the necessit; :‘

irs, or binding in all events and revolutions of government, I {
not determine; but the imposing them upon others was certainly a ve-

ry great hardship.

The remarkable trial of archbishop Laund, in which the antiquity
and nse of the several innovations complained of by the puritans, are
stated and argued, has never beea published entire to the werld.
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T'he archbishop lef in his diary a sunmary ofhis answer to the eharge
of the commons, and Mr. Prynne in his Canterbury’s doom, has pub-
Tished the first part of his grace’s trial. relating prineipally to points
of religion ; but all is imperfect and immethodical. I have therefore
compared both aecounts together, and supplied the defects of one with
the other; the whole is brought into a narrow eompass, and thrown
into suech a method, as will give the reader a clear and distinet view
of the equity of the charge, and how far the archbishop deserved the
usage he met with.

I have drawn out abstracts of the several ordinances relating to the
rise and progress t::dpresbytery, and traced the proceedings of the com-
mittee for plundered and scandalous ministers. as far as was necessa.
ry to my general design, without deseending too far into particulars, or
attempting to justify the whole of their eonduct ; and though I am of
opinion that the number of elergy who suffered purely on the account
of religion, was not very considerable, it is certain that many able and
learned divines, whe were eontent to live quietly, and mind the duty
of their places, had very hard measure fram the violence of parties,
and deserve the compassionate regards of posterity ; some being dis-
charged their livings for refusing the covenant, and others plundered
of every thing the unruly soldiers could lay their hands upon, for not
swomplying wﬁsh the change of the times.

In the latter end of the reign of Queen JAnn, Dr. Walker of Exeter
published an attempt to recover the number and sufferings of the clergy
of the church of England ; but with, noterious partiality, and in lan-
gnage not fit for the lips of a elergyman, a seholar, or a ehristian ;
every page or paragraph, almost, labors with the ery of rebellion, trea-
som, parricide, faction, stupid ignorance, hypocrisy, cant, and down.
right knavery and wickedness on one side ; and loyalty, learning, prim-
thve sanctity, and the glorious spirit of martyrdom, on the other.
One maost conelude from the doctor. that there wus hardly a wise or
honest patriot with the parliament, nor a weak or dishonest gentleman
with the king. His prefuce® is one of the most furious invectives
against the seven most glorious years of Queen Anwv that was ever
published ; it blackens the memory of the late King WirLian Il to
whom he applies that passage of seripture, I gave them a king in my
anger, and took him away in my wrath ; it arraigns the great duke of
MarLBOROUGH, the eLanY of the English nation, and both houses of

rliament, as in a confederaey to destroy the charch of England. and

ethrone the queen. ¢ Rebellion, says the doctor, was esieemed the
¢ most neeessary reqnisite to qualify any onme for being intrusted with
¢ the government, and disobedience the principal recommendation for
¢ her majesty’s serviee. Those were thoughtthe most proper per-
‘sons to guard the throne, who, ou the first dislike, were every whit
‘as ready to guard the seaffold ; yea, her majesty was in effect told all
‘this to her face, in the greatest assembly of the nation. And to say

@ Preface. p. 8, 9, 10, 1T,
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¢all that ean Be said of this matter, all the principles of 1641, and
4 even those of 1648, have been plaiuly and openly rovived.””

Thus has this obseure elergzmn dared to affront the great A urion,
under Gop, of all our present blessings ; and to stigmatize, the Marz-
BOROUGHS, the GoporpuiNg, the 8Tannorrs, the BunperLANDS, the
Coweers and others, the most rettowned nxross and sTarusway of
the age.

Tt nrust be confessed, that the tumults and riotous assentblies of the
Fower sort of people, are insufferable in a wel-regulated governmedt 5
and withoat all question, some of the leading members of the igng
parliament made an ill wse of the populace, us teols te su theiz
secret designs; but how easy were it to turn all this part of the does
tor’s artillery against himself and hisfriends ; for Prynne, Burton, aud
Bastwick, im their return from their several prisons, wekenet attended
with soch a numerotis- eavaleade, as waited upon the late Dr. Saclies
verel, in his triumphant progress through the western counties of Eng.
land and Wales; nor did ¢ ely give themselves up te thie same excess
of licentiousness and rage. 1If the mob of 1644 insuited the bishope;
and awed the parliament, so did the doetor’s retinue in 17103 ndy, their
zeal outwent their predecessors, when they pulled down the meeting.
houses of protestant dissenters, and burnt araterials in the open
streets, in maintenanee of the doctrines of passive obedience and non-
tesistance, which their pious ¢onfessor had Bieen preashing up ; - bold
tiosolent mian, (says bishop Burnet) with a very swral measure of re.
¢ligion, virtue, learning. or good sense :” but to such extremen de men’s
passions carry them, when they write to serve a eause! I have had
becasion to make sonte nse of Dr. Walker’s confased heap of materials,
but have endeavored eartfully to avoid his spirit and language.

No uian hds deelaimed so bitterly against the proceedings of parlia-
ment apon all oceasions, as this elergymans nor complained more
fondly of the uns{eakahle damage the liberal arts and sciences sustaine
&d, by their purging the two universities ; the new heads and fellows.
of Oxford are ealled, ¢ a evlony of preshytertan and independent nevis
¢ ces from Cambridge ; a tribie of ignorant enthusiaste and schismaties 5
¥ an illiterate rabble swept from the plough-tail, from shops and gram-
¢ mar-schools, &e.”™ The university of Cambridge is veported by the
shme author, ¢ tv be rediced to a mere master by the kni; :
¢ of the age, who broke the lieatt-strings of learsing and learned men,
¢ who thrust ont.one of the eyes of the kingdom, and made elagquence
$dumb ; philosophy, sottish ; widowed the arts; drove away the mmu-
¢ ses from their ancient habitation, and placked the reverend and ortho-
¢ dox professors out of their chairs.—They turned religion iato rebeNien,
¢ changed the apostelieal chair intoa desk for bhamty.-ﬁ-’fhey took
¢thie garland from off the head of learning. and p it on the dull
‘brows of ignorance.—Aund having unhived a mamercas swarmi of ln-
¢ boring bees, they placed in their room swarms of senseless drones.—¢
Such is the language of oar histerian, tramseribed from Dr. Burwick &

¢ Walker's Towoduct. p. 139, 140, & Ibid. p. 115, Querets Cat. .
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& Wave corefully losked into this affair, aud eollosted the eharaeters of
the old and pew I‘rofeosou fram the most approved writers, that the
disinterested reader may judge, how far religion and learning suffered

b' the CWM"O

The elose of this volume, which refates the disputes between the
parliament and army 5 the ill suecess of his majesty’s arms and treaties ;
the seizyre of his royal person a second time by the urmy; his trial
before a preteaded high court of justice, and his unparalleled exeeution
before the gaies of his royal paﬂce hy the military power, is & mosé
melancholy and affecting scene ; in which, next to the all disposing proy
videnee of God, gne eannot but remark the king’s inflexible temper,
together with the diserction of his frieuds, especially his divines at §
tims when his erown was lost by the fortune of war and his very life
ot the of his enemies ; nor is the wnwarrautable stiffness of the
© parlinment uagecountable, when thg saw the vietorious arm

srawing towards Loadon, flyshed with the defeat of the Scots a
Eaglish logalists, and determingd to set aside that very uniformity the
were eoptepding for. If his majesty had yielded at first what d‘i§
at last, with sn appearance of sineerity s or, if the two heuses h
osomplied with bia consessipns while Cromwell was in Scotland ; or if
the army bad been wmade easy by a general indulgense and toleration,
with the distribytion of seme honors and boynty-money among the offir
eers, the srews and sonstitwion wight have been saved ; ¢ but so mar
¢ny miraeulaus ciregmstances contributed to his majesty’s ruin, (says
S$loml Clarendon®) that men might well think that heaven and earth
¢ conpired it.” ,

The oljentions te the volume of the Histo the Puritans, b
the asthorof The V'mdt’cﬁ:tdion of the ‘ovemmut:"dg;rim and worshi;
of the Church of Epgland, ebliged me to review the principal faets in

wherein ]| have eudeavored to discharge myself ag
historian, withont nndertakiag the defeace of their several prinei-
or making myself an advoscate for the whole of their eonduet, J
the liberty to point out the mistakes of our first reformers, as |
possed al but with no design te blacken their memories ; for, with
all thair foibles, they were ious instruments in ths hand of Provi-
Aenee, to deliver this pation from anti-christiap bondage ; but they werp
frme to cenfess, the work was left imperfeet; that they had gone ag
far as the times would admit, nad hoped (heir sucoessors woulg bring
the reformaition to 8 greater perfection,

But the siate of the eontroversy was entirely changed in the time of
the eivil wars 5 for after the coming in of the Scots, the puritaus did gat
r for o reformation of the hierareby, oy for the generous principles

religious liberty to all pegceable subjects ; but for the same spiritual
power the bishaps had exercised ; for when they had got rid of the op+-

ion of the spiritual eourts, under which they had groaned almost
yeurs,they were for setting up a number of presgyterian consig-
foriss in all the parishes of England, equally hurthopsome and opprey-

* Yol v, P 350,
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sive. Unhappy extreme ! That wise and good men should net dizeov-
er the beautiful consisteney of truth and liberty ! Dr. Barrow and oth-
ers have observed, that in the first and purest ages of ehristianity, the
church had no coercive power, and apprehend thatit may still subsist
very well witheut it, ,

The body of protestant digsenters of the present age have a just ab-
horrenee of the persecuting spirit of their predecessors, and are content
that their actions be set in a fair light, as a warning te posterity.
They have no less a dread of returning into the hands of spiritual
courts, founded on the bhottomless deep of the canon law, and see no
reason why they should not be equally exposed, till they are put upon
a better foot: though it is an unpardonable erime, in the opinion of
some churchmen, to take notice, even in the most respectful manner,
of the least blemish in our present establishment, which, how valuable
soever in itself. is ullowed by all to be capable of amendments. Some
little essays of this kind have fired the zeal of the bishop of Litchfield
and Coventry.* who,in a late charge to the elergy of his diocese, is
pleased to lament over the times in the followinf meurafal language 3
¢ At so critieal a juncture, (says his lordship) when common ehristian-
¢ity is treated with an avowed contempt and open profaneness ;: when
¢an undisguised immorality prevails so very geaerally ; when there is
¢ scurce honesty enough to save the nation from ruin; when, with re-
¢ gard to the established church in particular, the royal supremacy is
¢ professedly exposed. as incomsistent with the rights of comscience,
¢even THAT SUPREMAcY, which was the ground-work of the reforma-
¢ tion among us from popery, which was acknowledged, and sworn te
¢ by the old puritans. though now, inconsistently enough,disowned and
¢ condemned in the new history, and vindieation of them and their prin-
¢ ciples :—When so destructive an attempt has heen made on the legal
¢ mainteuance of the elergy. by the late tithe bill, and ennsequently, on
¢ the fate of the christian religion among us :—W hen an attempt has been
¢lately made ou the important outwerks of our ecolesiastical establish-~
¢ ment, the corporation and test acts, with the grestest imsclences to-
¢ wards the chureh, and most undutiful menaces to the eivil govern-
¢ ment :—When the episcopal authority has been well nigh vodermined,
¢ under pretence of reforming the eeclesiastical courts ; and if that or-
¢ der had been rendered useless, as it must have been, when it had lost
¢its authority, then the revesues would have been soon thought uselesss
¢ and iu the result of things, the order itself might have been comider-~
¢ ed as superfluous, and perbaps in due time thought fit to be abelish-
¢ ed :—When ehurches have been put inte such a methed of repair, as
¢ would end in their, ruin in & little time ; and when the eorrectioa of
¢ the abuses of the matrimonial licenses has been labored in se absard
¢a manner, as to permit the marriage of miners without consent of their
¢ parents or guardians :—When these ncluncholy sircumstances have
¢ go lately econenrred, it is natural to infer, our zeal for the church should
¢ be in proportion to its danger ; and if these are net proper occasions
¢ for zeal for our ecclesiastieal eonstitation. it is not easy to assign cir-
f cumstance that may jusy demand it.”t How fine and subtile are these

® De. Smallbrock. + Chargé, p. 41, €3, 44
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! I have not obeerved any insolences tewards the ehureh. or
undatiful menaces to the civil government,in the late writings of the dis-
senters; bat if one pin of the hierarehy be removed by the wisdom of the
legislature, the whole building is supposed to fall, and all rell{un' isn alen
with it. His lordship therefore advises his clergy to study the bishopt o
London’s codex, in order to defend it ; and it ean do them no reul preju-
dioe to examine at the same time, the prineiples of law and equity. on
whieh it is founded § As to the dissenters, his lordship adds. « however
¢it will become us of the elergy, in peint of prudence, net to give any
¢ just suspicions of eur disgust to the legal toleration of them, while
¢they keep within due bounds; that is. while they do not break in upon
‘the privileges and rights of the established ehurch, by declaring
“E:::I: all legal establishments, or the legal establishment of the
‘e of England in particular, or by not geing quiet with the pres-
¢ eat limits of their toleration, or by affecting posts of authority, and
¢thereby breaking down the fences of the ehurch, and pl.cing them-
¢ selves on a level with it.”* Bat whether this would remain a peint
of prudence with his lordship, if the boandaries of his episcopal power
were , is not very diffiealt to determine,

The dissenters have ve envy nor ill-will to the churches of England
or 8eotland,established by law,(attended with a toleraiion of all peace-
able dissenters,) any further than they encroach on the nutural or so-
cial rights of mankind ; nor are they so weak as not to distinguish be-
tween high dignities, great authority. and large revenues seeured by
law, and a peor maintenanee arising from the veluntary contributions
of the people, that is, hetween an estadlishment and a toleration.

But I am to attend to the eharge of inconsistency brought against
myself: 1 had observed, upen the reign of the bloody Qaeen Mary,§
that an sbsolute su ::crm:o;lsciencaqu.lodgdwm:z
single persom, might as rjudicial as serviceable to true religion:
Anrd in the hsi“gnin'z:f the r{i" ﬂ:! Queen Elizabeth,|) that theg;:w-
ers then clatmed by kiym queens of England, were in a manner
the same with those clai the in the times preceding the refor-
wmation. e:ccept the adminigration of the niiriluat offices of the church.
This was THAT sUPREMAeY, which was the ground-work of the refor-
mation ; of wirieh I say, let the reader judge hew far these mi6H row-
ERs are agreeable or consistent with the natural rights of mankind.
His lordship ealls this a professed exposing the royal supremacy. and
the rather, 480 % THAT SUPREMACY was acknewledged, and sworn
‘te by the old puritans themselves, though now incomsistently enough
¢ disowned and condemned by their historiun.” But surely his lordship
sheald have informed his elergy at the same time, in what sense the
puritans took the oath, when it was before his eyes, in the same page ;
asd my words are these: « The whole body of the papists refused the
¢ eath of sapremacy, as inconsisteut with their allegianee te the pope ;
¢ but the puritans took it under all these disadvantages, with the queen’s

4 Br. Gideon. 1 Gee a late exeellept Examination of the Codex Juris Ecel. Angl.
* Charge, p. 46, § Hist, Pur. vol. i p. #5. 1 Inid. p. 85, 86,
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sexpliontion in har injunetions, that is, that ne mere was iniended, than
4 that her majoaty, uader God, had the nvmi?ty and rule over all
¢ parsons hern in eruln,ei&humho&ntiu or tomperal, s0 as no
< foreign power had, or sught to have any superiarily ever them.”’®
'Where is the inconsisteney of this soadust of the old purituns, or theiw
new historian? Or, where is the dissenter in Kogland, whe is net
veady to swear to it with this explicstion ? -

But his lordship is pleased to reason upen this bead, and in orden
to support that absoluts whioh was the greuad-werk of the
reformation, aflirms, that ‘¢ all christian kings end emperors have the
¢ sams power of reforming religion, and ave under the same obligatiors,
¢ as the Jewish kings were in cases of the like nature,”t withowt pro.
duaipg the least evidence or preof; wheroes his lardship kmows, that
the geverumeat of the Jews was o the 3 that God himself was
their king, and the laws of that natien stristly and preperly the laws
of God, whe is Lerd of :due@cnn,vud nhn'y“ uue: thi l‘.l‘ll.i..ll& he

eanes ; their judges kings were chosan und appointed by Ged,
::t to make a new codex or beek of laws, either forl;‘hureb or stale,y
bat to keep tw‘!hle 1o the strict ohuervation of those laws and stat.
utes that ho ki hud given them by the hand of Aoses,

His lordship is to ask, ¢ if any high pretender to spiribual
¢ liberty, and the r of oomscience, showld enquire what authority bis
§ respective Jewish and Christian powers had io snlerpose in matievs thet
S yagarded the righis of somseience ; sinee in faot their assumed supreme
Sacy was ax usurpalion of thoss natural rights 2°§—1 answer, thas
with regard to the Jews, it was no usurpatien, for the reasons before
mentioned 3 sad when bis lordship shell prove s irengfer of the same
pover to all christian princes, the controversy will be brought ta s shars
sesue. Byt will it nol bereplied (says the bishop) that these kings
¢ aud emperars were inirusied by God with the eare of the ecclesiastisal,
¢ as well as civil constitution 7~ If, by the care of the constitution, be
meant ne more than the preserving iheir subjeots in the enjayment of
their unalionable rights, nsbedy demies it; but if, under this pretanoe,
they assume a severeige and arbitrary pewer of medalling the eenler
ciastienl canstitution, sosarding te their plessure, and ﬁen%
they ’ ng.elu p ly oyl mgl.m'mmﬁ thome

are obliged to somply, oven ings wot snful in
ssloes, besause it may derugate from the kingly office of Christ, who ie
oole king and lawgiverin his own kingdess, and has net delegated this
erves itk hiy lrdobip, that if sy Siph preonden to G pighie of oo

wi P, if any Ai te ; con-
science, should have askad the rsasT enmisvsaw EurERone, by what
authority they tack on themaeives the siterntion or chasge of raligion ?
wuzy wonld have theaght the guestion warsascmsbis, and w o
.-'nt’h ﬁz‘ wuﬂ_ bhave afirmed t‘t:f :n n‘w;.iglty. M‘:;::
1anght 28 Bsdeon =R scath, with bri
ors and thores .n: wildernese, .

* ATt Paz. p. 85. Seo Strype’s Ann. Yol i p. 159,  +Charge, o 2.

§ Charge, p. 51, s .2,
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The Wohop ony ® Lot us now transfer this gower of Jewish kings
'ﬂmg‘“mwwm ktnfs:aﬁtheeaszmdmu
san csy dovision—*t If indeed an ubsolute supremacy in hacters of
stligion, be the natural and ubalienable right of every ehtistian king
sad empetor, the dimle fs &t an end; but if it depend upen a fruns.
Jee, we must bog parden, if we desire his lordshep to preduee his com
tission for tramsferring the same powers, that Almighty Ged gave the
Jewish kinge of his own appointment, (o the first CAristiun emperors
who were neither chosen by God, nor the people, mor the senate o"
Rome, but usarped the supreme authority, by the assistance of the mil-
ary arm; and were seme of them the greatest tyrants and seourges of
maskind,

His lordship adds, « Have not the English kings, since the reforma-
Stion, .e:'.u been invested with ﬂupg“‘f SUPREMAGCY, as the Jewish
ki islian emperors were #°t 1 answer, such a supremacy is,
in my judgment, inconsistent with our present constitution, and the
lews in being.  The supremacy eluimed by King Henry VIII. and his

at the reformation, was found by experienee too excessive,
and therefore abridged in the reigns of King Chanles 1. and King FFil-
liam 1I1. Neo one doubts but the kings of England are obliged to pre-
teet religion, and defend the establi , as long as the legislature
thiwk fit to continue it; but as they may not suspend or change it by
their severeign pleasure, so meither may they publish ediets of their
own to enforee it, as was the ease of the first ehristian emperors: The
reader will excase this digression, as necessary to support a prineipat
flact of my history. s

T am sufficiently aware of the delicaey of the affuirs treated of in
this velume, and of the tenderness of the groand I go 0veri and though
1 have been very careful of my temper and language, and have endeav-
ored to look into the mysterious conduct of the several parties, with
all the indifference of a speetator, I find it very difficult to form an ex-
aet judgment of the most important events, or to speak freely without
offience; therefore if any passionate or anry writer should
aguinst this, or any of the former volumes, I bumbly request the read-
et 1o pAy no regard to pereonal refleetions, or to insinuatiens of e:z
3l designs against the established religion, or the publie peace ; whi
are entirely groandless. 1 am as far from vindicating the spirit and
-ovnduet of the warmer puritans, as of the foverning prelates of those
times s there was hard measwre on both sides, though, if we separate
pelities from principles of pure religion, the balanee will be very much
m faver of the puritans. In historieal debates, mothing is to be receiv-
¢d spem trust, but facts are to be examined, and a judgment formed up-
o the authority by which those facts aro supported; by this method
we shall arvive at trath; and if it shall appear, that in the oourse of
this leng history, there are awy considerable mistakes, the world mmy
be assared, I will take the first opportunity te retract or amend them
Saving we private or party views, no prospect of preferment, or ather

+ Charge, p. 72~ ~ P
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reward for my labers, than the satisfaction of doing seme servies to
truth, and to the religious and eivil liberties of munkind ; and yet, afs
ter all, I must bespeak the indulgenee and candor of my readers, which
those, who are sensible of the labor and toil of eolleeting so many ma-
teriuls, and ranging them in their proper order, will readily allow te
one, who sineerely wishes the prosperity and welfare of all geod mes,
and that the violence and outrage of these unhappy times, which breught
such eonfusion and misery both on king and people, may mever be 1m-
itated by the present, or any future age.

DANIEL NEAL.
London, Nov. 4, 1785, '

.-



EDITOR'S ADVERTISEMENT.

-

FROM the two volumes of this edition of Mr. Neal’s History of the
Puritans, which are already before the publie, it sufficiently appears
in what manner it hath been conducted, so as to preclude any further
exphunation of the Editor’s design and method.; This volume will
shew, that he has eontinued to examine the strictures of Bishop War-
burton and Dr. Grey. He is not conscious of having been backward to
meet the severest animadversions of those writers. The reader will

Judge with what eare he has investigated, and with what success he has
attempted to obviate, their objections.

The chief thing which the Editor has now to observe is, that in this
velume he has pursued the History of some Seetaries, who sprang up
among the Puritans, more fully than in the preeeding ones ; partichany
that of the English Baptists ; whose history has been written by Mr.
C , in four volumes octavo; a performance which is searce ; and,
tho pot jadieiously composed, it eontains materials whieh, it is
hoped. will form an aceeptable addition to Mr. Neal’s work, and ren-
der this edition of it nore’complete and valuable ; as it will contain
an abstract and the substance of the former to the period of time with
which the latter concludes.

Taunton, 14th February, 1795.

Vor. ITL 4
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CHAP. L

From the Battle of Edge-Hill to the Oalling the Assem-
bly of Divines at Westminster. '

'THE king haviug recruited his army at Oxferd, after the
battle of Edge-Hill, by the assistance of the university,
who now gave his majesty all their money, as they had
before done their plate, resolved to pursae his march to
London, in order to break up the parliament, and surprise
the city ; while the earl of Essex, imagining the campaign
was ended, lay quiet about Warwick, till being informed of
the king’s designs, he posted to London, and ordered his
forces to follow with all expedition. The earl arrived Nov.
7, 1642, and was honorably received by both houses of
parliament, who presented him with a gratuity of five thou-
sand pounds, and to strengthen his army passed an ordi-
mance, that such apprentices as would list in their service
should be entitled to a freedom of the city at the expiration
of their apprenﬁceshi{p, equally with those who continued
with their masters. In the beginning of November, the
king took possession of Reading without the least resist-
ance, the parliament garrison having abandoned it, which
alarmed both houses, and made them send an express to
desire a safe conduct for a committee of lords and commons,
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to attend bis majesty. with a petition for peace ;* the cem-
mittee waited on his majesty at Colnbrook, fifieen miles
from London, and having received a faverable answer,§ se-
ported it to the two houses, who immediately gave erders
to forbear all acts of hostility, and sent a messenger to the
king, to desire the like forbearance on his part; but the
committee had nosooner left Colnbrook, than his majesty,
taking the advantage of a thick mist, advanced to Brent-
ford about seven miles from Lendon,t which he attacked
with his whole army, Nov. 13, and after a fierce and bloody
rencounter with the parliament garrison, wherein consid-
erable numbers were driven into the Thames and slain, he
got possession of the town, and took a great many prison.
ers. The consternation of the citizens on this oceasion
was inexpressible, imagining the king would be the next

¢ Rashworfh, vol. v. p. 58. :

§ ¢ He seemed to receive the petition with great willingness ; and
¢ called God to witness, in many protestatiens, that he was tenderly
¢ compassionate of his bleeding peeple, and more disirous of nothing
¢than a speedy peaee.” May’s Parliamentary History, b. iii. p. 83e=
The immediate snbse&uent conduct of thé king was, certainly, not con-
sistent with such professions: yet Dr. Grey is displeased with Mr.
Neal, for insinnating that it was a breaeh of promise, and aecuses him
of not giving the fairest aceount of this action, which he says, the

. king sufficiently justified. But, when the doctor passed this censure,
it seems that he had not looked forward to the next paragraph, where
the motives of the king’s behavior are stated. The gommittee, deput-
ed by the parliament to Colnbroak, consisted of the earls of Northum-
berjand and Pembroke, lord Wainman, Mr. Pierpont, sir John Ipsley,
and sir John Evelyn: when the king refused to admit the last gentle-
mun, beeause he had named him a traitor the day before, the parlia-
ment, though extremely displeased with the exce_ption. s0 as to vote it
& breach of privilege, yet, from their ardent desire of aceommodation,

ermitied the petition to be presented without sir John Evelyn. May,

iii. p. 32.~This yielding conduct leaves the king more inexeusable,
as it serves to shew the sincerity of the parliament in their overtures;
and lord Clarendon says, that it was believed by many, that had the
king retired to Reading, and waited there for the answer of the par-
liament, they would have immediately withdrawn their garrison from
‘Windsor, and delivered that castle to his majesty for his accommodation
to have carried on the treaty he had proposed. History, vol. ii. p. 73.
—The motives, on which the king acted, in the-action at Brentferd,
which Mr.Neal has compressed into one paragraph, Dr.Grey, by large
quotations on different authorities, has extemfe:l‘ through four pages,
which affords a parade of confuting Mr. Neal. Ed.

t Whitlecke, p. 62.
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morning at their gates ; upon which thé lord-mayor order-
ed the trained bands immediately to join thé earl of Essex’s
forces, which were just arrived at Turnham-Green, under
the command of major-general Skippon ; and there being
no further theughts ef peace, every one spirited up his
neighbor, and all resolved as one man to live and die to-
gether. Major Skippon went from regiment to regiment,
and encouraged his troops with such soldier like speeches
as these 5 Come, my boys! my brave boys ! 1 will run the
same hazards with you ; remember the cause is for God
and the defence of yourselves, your wives and children.
Come, my honest brave boys ! let us pray heartily, and fight
keartily, and God will bless us. hen they were drawn
up, they made a body of about twenty-four thousand men
oager for baitle; but their orders were only to be on the
defensive, and prevent the king’s breaking through to the
city. The two armies having faced each other all day, his
majesty retreated in the night to Kingstou, and from thence
{o Reading, where having left a garrison, he returned to
Oxford about the beginning of December with his Brent.
_ ford prisoners, the chief of whom were condemned to die,j
and bad been executed for high treason, if the two houses
bad not threatened to make reprisals.} The parliament,

il Rushworth, vol. v. p. 03.

I The persons named by Rushworth, whom Mr. Neal quotes, were Clif-
ton Catesby, John Lilburne, and Robert Vivers. Dr. Grey says, that
% it does not appear that these three were taken prisoners at Breatford.”
He should have added from this place in Rushworth, €o which the re-
ference is here made. For, in p. 83, Rushworth informs his readers
with respeet to Lilburne in particular, that ke owned that ke was at
Brentford: and by the ethers being ineluded in the same sentemece, it
is probable, that they were involved in the same charge of acting
against the king at Brentford.

{ On the authority of lord Clarendon and Mr. Eachard, Dr. Grey
eharges the chaplains of the parliament army, Dr. Downing and Mr.
Marshall, with publicly avowing, ¢ that the soldiers lately taken at
Brentford, and £achar5ed by the king upon their oaths thut they would
sever again bear arms against him, were not oblijed by that oath,”
and mgﬁiaabsolving them from it. The doctor is also displeased with
Mr. Oldmixon for treating this account as a falsehood. Bat he sup-

resses the grounds of Mr. Oldmixon’s censure ¥ it, which are these ;
in the first place, that there was no occasion to use these arts, when
the priseners amounted to but 1560 men, which conld not he wanted
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to prevent a like surprise of the city for the futare, impew.
ered the lord-mayor to cause lines of circamvallation ¢o be
drawn around it, and all the avenues fortified.

It was not without reason that the two hounees complained
of the king’s extraordinary conduct on this occasion, which
was owing te the violent counmsels of prince Rupert and
lord Digby, animated by some of his majesty’s friends in
the city, who imagined, that if the royal army appeared in
the neighborhood of London, the parliament weuld
of his majesty’s pardon and break up; or else the confa-
sions would be so great, that he might enter and carry all
before him ; but the project having failed, his majesty ems
deavored to excuse it in the best manner he could: he al.
ledged, that there being no cessation of arms agreed upon,
he might justly take all advantages agninst his enemies.
He insisted further upon his fears of being hommed ia by
the parliament’s forces about Colnbrook, ta prevent which,
it seems, he marched seven miles nearer the city. Lord
Clarendon says,§ prince Rupert having advanced to Houn.
slew without order, his majesty at the desire of the prinee
marched forward, te disengage him from the danger of the
forces quartered in that neighborhood ; which is so very
improbable, that in the opinion of Mr. Rapin, it is need
less to refute it.§j Upon the whole, it is extremely prob-
able, the king camé from Oxford with a design of surpris.
ing the city of London bcfore the earl of i:aer’a army
could arrive § but having missed his aim, he framed the
best pretences to persuade the people, that his marching
to Brentford was only in his own defence.

Though his majesty took all occasions to make offers of
peace to his parliament, in Lopes the nation woald compel
them to an agreement, by leaving him in possession of all
his prerogatives, it is sufficiently evident he had no inten-
tions to yield any thing to obtain it,* for in his letter te
. duke Hamilton, dated December 2, 1642, he says, < He

when the city of I.andon wus pouring out reeruits :—aud then priest

ly absolution was not the practice, ner the power of it the claim, of

puritan divines. Rushworth, vol. v. p. 58. Oldmixyn’s History of
the Slunrtsi’{). 214, Ed.

§ History, §. 21. 1 Rarin, vol. ii. p. 488, folid. .

® Without eontroverting Mr. Neal’s authority, Dr.Grey calls this a

bnld assertion, and appeals to various messages for an accommoedation,
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¢ had set ap bis rest upon the justice of hia cause, being
¢ resolved that no extremity or misfortune should make him
¢ yield, for (says his majesty) I will be either a glorious
¢ king or a patient martyr; and as yet not being the first,
¢ mor at this preseat apprehending the other, I think it no
¢ unfit time te express this my resolution to you.”* The
justice of the eause upon which his majesty had set up his
roat, was Ais doclaration and promise to govern for the fu-
ture aocording te the laws of the land ; but the point was,
to kmow whether this might be relied upon. The two
heusecs admitted the laws of the land to be the rule of gov-
erament,} and that the executive power in time of peace
was with the kiag ;i but his majesty had so often dispens-
od with the laws by the advice of a corrupt ministry, after
seponied assurances to the contrary thereof, that they durst
wot conlde.n his royal word, and insisted upon some ad-
ditional secerity for themselves, and for the constitution. ||

which the king sent to the parliament. But of what avail, to prove a
yielding and accommodating temper, are speeches without actions; or
softening evertures, unless they be followed up by mild and pacific mea-
sures, with sinoerity, and adhered to with firmness ? Did
Charles J. act with this eonsistency ? Let them whe are aequainted with
the history of his reign agswer the question. Even lord Clarenden
owns his belief, that in matters of great moment, an opinion that the
violenece and foree used in proeuring bills rendered them absolutely
wid, jafluensed the king to confirm them. History, vol. i. p. 430.—
What cenfidence could be placed in the profession and sincerity of a
maa wha could be displeased with the earl of Northumberland, beeause
he would not })erjure imself for lord licutenant Strafford ? < Sidney’s
State Papers” quoted by Dr. Harris, ¢ Life of Charles. L” p. 79. who
bas fally stated the evidenee of Charles’s dissimulation and want of
faith. Bee alse < An Essay towards a true idea of the character and
¢ raign of Charles L.” p. 98, &e. Ed.

* Duke of Hamilton’s Memairs, b. iv. p. 208. ¢ Rapin, vol. ii. p. 466.

' $% Our laws have no where (that I know of) distinguished,” says
Br. Grey, “between times of peace or war, with re to the king’s
emecubive g‘oocr.” This is true ; bat it was the infelicity of the times,
of which Mr. Neal writes, that there arose new questions out of the
preseat emergeney for which the standing laws bad made no provi-
sion ; and diflicalties to which they did vot apply. Ed.

f# % Mr. Neal,” says Dr. Grey, ¢ has not produced one single proof
¢im -?-‘td‘ this assertion, and I challenge him to instance in partic-
¢ ‘This may appear a beld ehallenge from a writer, who pro-
fessed te be conversant in the history of those times. But the Doctor

Rinan PO Y - T
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On the other. hand, his majesty averred the constitution
was in no danger from him, but from themselves, who
were acting every day in deflance of it. To which it was
answered, that it was impossible the laws should have

their due course in time of war as in the height of peace, '

because this must effectually tie up their hands. Neither
party by law could raise mouey upon the subject, without

each other’s consent ; the king could not do it without cen-. -

sent of parliament, nor the parliament without the royal
assent, and. yet both had practised it since the opening of
the war. To have recourse, therefore, to the laws of a
well-settled government in times of general confusion, was
weak and impracticable. Besides, bis majesty refused to
give up any of his late ministers to the justice of parlia-
ment ; for in his letter to duke Hamilton, he says, that As
abandoning the earl of Strafford kad gome 8o near him,
that he was resolved no consideration should make him do
the like again. Upon these resolutions, he declined the
mediation of the Scots commissioners, which gave the sev-
eral parties engaged against him, a fair opportunity of
uniting their interests with that nation.

This was a nice and curious affair; the friends of the
parliament, who were agreed in the cause of civil liberty,
were far from being of one mind in points of church die-
cipline ; the major part were for episcopacy, and desired
no more than to secure the constitution, and reform a few
exorbitances of the bishops; some were Erastians, and
would be content with any form of government the magis-
trate should appoint ; the real presbyterians, who were for
an entire change of the hierarchy upon the foot of divine
right, were as yet but few, and could carry nothing in the
house ; it was necessary therefore in treating with the
Scots, who contended earnestly for their kirk government,
to deliver themselves in such general expressions, that
each party might interpret them as they were inclined, or
as should be expedient. This contented the Scots for the
present, and left the parliament at full liberty, till they saw

bas thrown it eat, we will produce an instanee of the king’s violatiea
of his word. He gave his assent to the Petition of Right, a kind of
Muacona CaarTa ; which he immediately violated, and continned to de
for twelve years together. « Kssay towards a True Idea,” &e. p. 94. Ed.
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what terms they coeuld make with the king. Not could
the church-men be dissatisfied, because they knew if they
could put a period to the war without the Scots, the two
heases would not call in their assistance, much less sub-
mit to a kirk discipline they had no manner of acquaint-
ance with ; and therefore lord Clarendon was of opinion.§
that even at the treaty of Uxbridge, if the parliament could
have obtained an act of oblivion for what was past, and
good seeurity for the king’s governing by law, the affair of
religion might easily have beemn compromised ; but it re-
quired all the prudence and sagacity the two houses were
smasters of, to keep so many different interests in points of
religion, united in one common cause of libérty and the
eoustitution, at a time when great numbers of the king’s
friends in the very city of Loundon, were forming conspi-
racies to restore him without any terms at all.

The king’s affairs had a promising aspect this winter ;
his forces in the north under the earl of Newcastle were
superior to those of lord Ferdinando Fairfuxr. In the
western and midland counties there were several sieges
and rencounters with various success, but nothing decisive.
dDivers counties entered into associations for their mutual
defence on both sides.t 'The four northern counties, of
Northumberland, Cumberland, Westmoreland, and Dur-
ham, associated for the king ;* after which the two houses
encouraged the like in those that owned their authority,
and appointed generals to command their troops ; the chief
of which was the eastern association of Essex, Cambridge-
shire, the isle of Ely, Hertford, Norfolk, Suffolk, and the
city of Norwich, whose militia were trained, and ready to
march where necessity should require within their several
limits. In some parts of England the inhabitants resolve

§ Dr. Grey asks, ¢ where does lord Clarendon discover this opinion?
¢ As he” i. e. Mr. Neal, ¢ is faulty even when he quotes his authori-
¢ ties, I am unwilling to take his word, when he makes no referenee at
<all.” What will the reader think of the candor of this insinuation,
when he is told, that the passages to which Mr. Neal refers are to be
found in p. 581 and 594 of the second volume of lord Clarendon’s His-
tery ; and that they are expressly quoted, and the references are poiut-
ed out, in Mr. Neal’s account of the treaty at Uxbridge ? Ed.

1 Rashworth, vol. v. p. 66. * Ibid. p. 94.
Vor. IIL. [
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to stand neuter, and not be concerned on either side ; bat

" the parliament condemned and disannulled all such agree.

ments. :

As the two houses depended upon the assistance of the
8cots, his majesty had expectations of foreign aids from the

ueen, who had endeavored, by the influence of her son-

-law the prince of Orange, to engage the states of Hol-
land in the king’s interest, but they wisely declared for a
neutrality ; however, they connived at her private negoci-
ations, and gave her a general passport, by virtae where.
of she transported a very large quantity of arms and am.
munition to Burlington-Bay, and conveyed them to the
king at York. His majesty also, in order to bring over the
Irish forces under the command of the duke ef Ormond,
consented to a truce with the Irish rebels, [signed Sept, 15,
1648,7] in which he allowed the ¢qtholics to remain in pos«
session of what they had cenquered since the rebellion, te
the great grief of the protestants, who by this means were
legally dispossessed of their estates : A most unpopular ac.
tion, in faver of a people who, by their late massacre, were
become the very reproach and infamy of haman natare !#®
Thus the whole kingdom was marshalled into parties, with
their drawn swords eager to plunge them into each other’s
breasts.§ .

The parliament’s cause baving a dark and threatening
aspect, the lords and commons were not forgetful to im-

* Ta wipe off the reflections whish this trunsaction brings om the
character of Charles I. Dr. Grey is large in Jrndueing authorities te
shew, that the situation of the protestants and of the army, in Ireland,
through the length of the war, and the failure of supplies from England,
tequired a eessation of arms. But, if the reader weuld see a full in-
westigation of this business, he should consult Mrs. Macaulay’s Histo-

, vol. iv. 8vo. p. 63—0. Two cireumstances will afford a elue into
¢the policy and desigo of this truce. To preveut epposition to it iu the
Irish council. the members who were suspected of an attachment to
the parliament of England, were committed elose prisoners to the Cas-
te. And the king derived from it, as thid price of granting it, 88,000l,
to assist bim to earry on the war against his protestant subjects in
England. I will only add. that the main point aimed at by the reb-
els, and which the king encouraged them to expect, was a mew parlia-
ment 3 which, as the kingdam was eircuwstanced, would have put the
whole power of government into their hands.

Mrs. Macaulay, p. 845. KEd.
§ Rushworth, vol. v. p. 58Y, 538, 539, 848.



suAP. 1, OF THE PURITANS. s’

plore the divine biessing upon their counsels and arms ; for
which purpose they published an ordinance, Feb. 15, 164@-
3, exborting to the duty of repeniance, as the only remedy
to prevent publie calamities. It was drawn up by some
of the puritan divines ; apd because bishop Kennet has
branded it with the reproachful characters of cant, broad
Agpocrisy, aund a libel against the church, I will transoribe
the substance of it in their own words.

¢ That flonrishing kingdonis have been ruined, by im.
¢ penitent going on in a course of sin, the sacred story
¢ plainly tells us ; and how near to ruin our sinful nativa
“now is, the present lamentable face of it does tos plainly
¢ shew. An(r though we should feek the heavy strokes of
¢ God’s judgments yet seven times more, it is our duty to
¢ accept the punishment of our iniquities, and to say, Righ-
¢ teous art thou, O Lord. and just are thy judgments. {et,
¢ becaase the Lord, whe is just, is also merciful, and in his
¢ infinite merey has left the excellent and suecessful reme-
¢ dy of repentance to nations brought near to the gates of
¢ destruction and despair, O ! let not England be negli-
¢ gent in the application of it. Humble addresses of a
¢ penitent people to a merciful God have prevailed with
¢bhim : They have prevailed for Nineveh when sentence
€seemed to be gone out against her; and may aléo pre-
£ vail for England,

41t is therefors thought neeessary, by the lords amd
¢ commons in parliament assembled, that all his majesty’s
¢ subjects be stirred up to lay hold of this only and anfail-
¢ ing remedy of repentance, freely acknowledging, and
¢ heartily bewailing with deepest humiliation, beth their
¢ own personal sins, and those of the nation ; a confessien
¢ of national sins being most agreeable to the national judg-
¢ ments under which the land groans, and most likely to
“be effectual for the removing of them.

¢ Among the national sins are to be reckoned, the con-
¢tempt of Glod’s ordinances, and of holiness ftself ; gross
¢ ignorance, and unfruitfulness under the means of grace 3
¢ multitudes of oaths, blasphemies, profanation of the sab-
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