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 ADVERTISEMENT.

———

Tae following pages are intended to form a work
complete within itself. Should life and leisure be
afforded to the author, he hopes, at no distant
period, to publish a second volume upon the history
of the later puritans, from the opening of the civil
war to the close of the seventeenth century.

Many events of great interest in the political, and
in the religious history of England, are passed over
in this volume, with a slight reference or with none.
This needs no apology. It was not the author’s
intention to write a history of England, or even of
the church of England. The former task lay far
away from his studies, his tastes, and his sacred
duties; the latter has been done so lately, and so
well, by others, that his chicf anxicty has been to
avoid the ground from which the harvest has been
gathered.

The stream of puritan history runs deep and
clear. The facts are well authenticated, and they
are recorded by the historians of each party with a
singular agreement. With all their faults, religious
writers have shewn a regard for truth, in the rela-
tion of facts, from which sccular historians might
yet learn some useful lessons. The author has not



vi ADVERTISEMENT.

felt it necessary to encumber his pages, and to dis-
tract the reader’s attention, with a reference to
every volume he has consulted, or a confirmation of
every fact he has mentioned,—a practice which
modern writers of history seem to have carried to
excess, Still he has endeavoured to indicate the
sources of his information upon important, still
more upon disputable, points : and the candid reader,
whether friend or foe, will be at no loss to track his
path, confirm his statements, or convict him (if he
has unconsciously erred) of incorrectness.

In conclusion, the author contributes this volume
to the cause of christian charity, of moderation, and
of peace.

May, 1850:

ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE SECOND EDITION.

IN issuing a second edition the author feels that
he should be ungrateful were he not to acknowledge
the candour with which his endeavours to place the
history of the puritans in a juster light, have been
received by men of almost every party.

A second volume, on the history of the later
puritans down to 1662, which he has lately pub-
lished (and which has been received with equal
kindness), completes his undertaking.

December, 1852.



CONTENTS.

[ —

CHAPTER L. X
1547—1558.

Introduction. Discontent of some reformers. Causes of it ....
The puritaus arise ..c....... ttececineceneerians cesectecans .
Their history lmportant but written lntherto with prejudice on
both sides ..eveveriene tiuiiiieiieiincnsciosescnsncns
The reformation in England onrrmatcd with the sovereign; abroad
with the people. Effccts of this on our church, and on other
churches ........... N
Bishop Hooper one of the ﬁrst puritans. His dxsbke of the vest-
ments. History of the controversy. Opinions of Martyr and

Bucer on the subject............ eesaccrcnva csesecssensae
Other circumstances keep alive the controversy. Foreigners in

England ...cccvivvinnncncnnnns coerees cecesscsneses .
The English reformers fice to Zurich, &e....... ceessnscene coese
Iufluence of English and foreign reformers on each other ........
The vestiarian controversy .......ccoc.0e ctesesescsssertenirens
Objections alleged against the surphce, e cevniiiiiiiiinenennn
Ansgwers made to the objections............ cevssees csestences

Elizabeth in favour of the vestments...cceceeevevereccscocones
The bishops submit to her wishes ..coievererenreeniecencannas

CHAPTER II. Q(
1558—1563,

Out of the vestiarian controversy other questions arise ....cov.e0
The service-book objected to. Seccssion of English protestants at

Frankfort ................... cerevencsan cetenees vevane
Their form of worship—and failure ......c00veeeceniee cocans

13
15
16
19
21
25

31

34

35
36



vil CONTENTS.
Page

Elizabeth becomes severe ............ P
Act of uniformity. ...... srseseces teeesiseeecenes ceteesecnne 40
A convocation ........ csseceviencnconcns B 44
Its proceedings. .co.0cauenenenns ceresctiacnesenasannne ceees 45
Irregularities in the church repressed; many eminent ministers

suspended. ... .covieiannn ereseseesstsacsesssnanas vee. 46
Coverdale silenced .o.c.ovvevriieiiiniiiencnienesnsonas vee. 48
Sampsou, dean of Chmtchurch. Humphrey, Lever, and others

silenced............ seeasiesetasnesanns ceeeosenansn .. 49
Foxe disgraced.... J .................................... . 50
Great irritation on kbth sides follows ................ cesesees B2
Some puritans secede ................ cosecnsaans teseceseess DO
Their extravagant demands ............. cecseccscsans caenes 57
And the evil consequences.........cocvieeeiitiateieiinanans 60

CHAPTER III.
1665—1575.

A presbyterian church formed at Wandsworth in Surrey.......... 62
Other presbyteries formed in other places .................... 63
Tbe high court of commission established...................... 64
Its character and arbitrary proceedings.. .........c.oooiiaan, 64
Still puritanism increases, especially in the university of Cambridge 68
And Thomas Cartwright becomes its leader.................... 71
His proceedings at Cambridge ......cccctiveecvineenn. R 72
Grindal and Whitgift oppose him .. ...ccovvvuiieeinniians, 73
Cartwright expelled, bis conduct blameable.........ccovueneen. 7t
His demands unreasonable..........cocvveeiiieiiiaeieiann, 77
Still Whitgift’s severity was impolitic and wrong................ 79
Field and Wilcox publish their admonition to the parliament, &e. 82
‘Which Whitgift answers. . ....ocveiiiiiiiniinieninecnnnanes . 82
Cartwright replies to Whitgift «eooevvnviviieviieeninnan 83
Whitgift rejoins and Cartwright again answers him; remarks on

this famous controversy ..........ccoiiiiiiieieriiiiaines 84
Neither party was perfectly consistent ..........ocovveveiinees 92
And each party should have yielded something ................ 93

The reformers on the continent looked on with sorrow .......... 94



CONTENTS. 1X

CHAPTER 1V.

1575—1683.

Page
The great leaders of the reformation now rapidly disappear ...... 98
Moral and religious state of England at this time deplorable...... 99
Many of the clergy papists in disguise, and few able ministers .... 100
But the queen discouraged preaching ............... seersanns 102
The puritans institate prophecyings...........ccovceveenaes .. 104
Character of these meetings ........covvveeveecerannnncncnss 105
Confession of faith adopted in them............cccie0vvennnn 107

They were open to some objections, but might have been made useful 103
Grindal the primate sanctious them, as did ten other bishops .... 109

They are opposed. « «. v veviviieneeiierienieraserenssassones 110
And finally suppressed ... ..iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e ieneen 113
Grindal remonstrates with the queen......... tressrensresnnnas 113
Is suspended in consequence, and dies soon after ....... cerians 120
Hischaracter ............cccovviiieinnnnnen cereriiiiaeas 121
Disastrous results of the queen’s policy in this affair ..........., 123
CHAPTER V.
1583.
Whitgift succeeds to the primacy ; his character severe.......... 125
The queen adopts a severe policy towards the puritans .......... 126
Her conduct how far to be justified ........c0vvvevivinnnanns, 128

Instances of her severity ; two anabaptists burnt; several Romish
priests executed. Birchett barbarously put to death, and wany

puritans imprisoved. . .. .. ... o il 131
Whitgift’s articles issued requiring strict conformity ............ 134
A remarkable petition from the magistrates of Suffolk .......... 136
The family of Iove .. ..cvvini it iiiiiiiiiiieeens 138
Their character and doctrines. . ......covovevieirinreniresnnns 138
They are scverely punished .......... Ceeseriree ettt 140
The bhrownists .. ...oovvvieiieiiiiiierernrrionaecnonaaones 141
The anabaptists ........oieerieeeiiinriiereasnneneenaenn. 144

All these treated with disgraceful severity. Sufterings of Coppin,
Thacker,and others .........co00eteniuinesnnnnncaenne 146



X CONTENTS.

Page
Execution of Barrow and Greenwood ........ccceveeeeececse. 148
Persecution of various puritans ........cceeeereeee cecannens . 149
Church writers have not expressed a becoming indignation at these
enormities........... tereecirceaans etetteestacnsenn., 151
CHAPTER VL
1583—1593. ,{

A new commission issued with frightful powers ....... ........ 163
‘The distressed puritans appeal to the privy council, who remonstrate
with the primate ...coceveiiuiinenniiniaiiisnerienenaens
The archbishop defends himself, and Cecil, Lord Burghley, replm
tohim ..oiie ceeiiiieiieiinntiiciesiisoesans coconse
Whitgift again defends lmmelf ; and Cecil closes the correspondence
onhispart....cocceeeinennn. o cee oo teessesersesess 162

But Whitgift rejoins ... coeveene vireiesircroceisossesss 164
A conference between the bishops and puritans producu no good :

159

results .....cocoeeiinenn, cecasessnsan T [ ]
A refractory spirit exists, whnch Aylmer and Whitgift endeavour to

repress by harsh measures .......... tessessssssssesceses 166
Sufferings of Knight and Eusebius Paget ......... cereans .e.. 168
Sufferings and sketch of the life of Cartwright........ccccoea.... 172
He is requested to answer the Rhemish translation.............. 175
Publishes his defence of the English translation, &c., which Whit-

Gt suppresses... .......c ciieiietiiiiiiactiienaeaeas 176
His troubles continue; bis imprisonment and happy death ...... 178
Sufferings of Smith, Udal, and Penry .......c.coo.cvieinnnes. 181

CHAPTER VII.
1683—1593.

The puritans meanwhile find advocates in parliament............ 190
Peter Wentworth takes up theircause ......c.covvevereanansnes 192
The house of commons present an address to the upper house on

their behalf .......... ceeees e .. 193
Their demands upon the whole were reasonable ...........cc.u00 194
Discussion thereon, in the housc of lords........c.ccceeees eee. 195
Six articles of reform drawn up by the archbishop, but not carried

INt0 effect. . v euurensirnennnnnaereniernniiieeaasanns 196

The puritans again address the house of commons. Their petition 197



CONTENTS. x1

Page
Which the queen resents.............. tesecasenins ceerarenas 199
They make a last effort, which the queen again resents . ......... 200
A reaction against the puritans ................ cevesteneeanas 201
Caused in part by the Mar-prelate pamphlets .................. 202
The authors of these tracts unknown: were they written by the
jesuits? ... ..i.iieeniiennn sescessractecnsnrenenee 204
‘The affair of Coppinger and Hacket ...oveeeivnennnecannnnss .. 208
Another act for conformity, severe and impolitic ...... vesencess 211
CHAPTER VIIL
1593 —~1595. \/
No differences on doctrine had yet existed ...... .....cceeunen. 213
Statement of controversics which have since arisen, but in which the
early puritans took no part ........ beo cemevicsencssees 214

Origin of the first disagreement ; Calvinism denounced at Cambridge 217
Whitgift draws up nine articles, the Lambeth articles, and com-
mands that they shall be received and taught in the uuiversity 218
The step was ill advised ; the queen suppresses the articles ; but the
agitation has pever entirely ceased ............ cerereeess 219
(1.) The nature of the sacraments had not yet been controverted ;
puritaus and prelatists Leld precisely the same views with re-

gard to them ..... ceeenenans teecicenanannes cessenne . 222
As did also the foreign churches ...... cbeecesesireasanaraens 225
(2.) The authority of the Christian ministry not a mb)ect hitherto

in dispute....... ceietceracscnnrsnens seressiscncesnaes 227
Bancroft’s sermon first opens the question .... ...... sessaaans 228
The episcopalian countroversy. Views of the reformers and of

Hooker.. covviiiiiiinirennnnennns Ceeteiens cenenans 229
Bancroft’s theory discountenanced .......ocveiiiiiiiiiiiiinn 230
(3.) Presbyterian orders had hitherto been allowed in the church of

England; case of Whittingham, dean of Durham ......... . 231
Andof Travers.. .......ie.ceiieereerecnsocensaronssannss 233
Act of the thirteenth of Ehzabcth recogmzes the vahdxty of foreign

orders .....ceceennnnn - £
Remarks upon the subject ............ N 235
(4.) The endowment of religion by the state not hitherto a subject

of disagreement ...........ie00inanee te tesecnssneanan 236

Both parties were still intolerant .............00iiiiiieen, 237



i CONTENTS.
CHAPTER IX.
1595—1602. /

N Page

~ State of religious parties at the close of the reign of queen Eliza-
h oveeiiiinnens teresnsenn £
Puritanism declines. . ........oiiiiiiiiiiiii it . 240
And the surplice controversy.. ... teeee seseresesans [P 240
Many puritans conform ......cecoieeeeneriiiniennes o eeeess 241
Hooker’s “ polity” one great cause of this ............ ceeees . 242
Literature of the puritans of this period ........... secesssesss 243
Their maNDers ..o coeveveceiesosnasensessocenccensssanas 244
Their habits. Observance of the Lord’s-day .. .............. .. 245

Dr. Bound publishes his book on the sabbath, which gives rise to
the sabbatarian controversy .........c..ceeeeiiiiiiensons 246
Whitgift opposes him.........coovviiiirinienrneniiennaans. 47
Relative piety of the two parties ....................c..eaLl, 248

The prospect on the whole was gloomy ; piety decays on both sides 249

LY

CHAPTER X.

1602. |/
Accession of James: his weak character ............. ..., 252
Both parties wait guxiously ...........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiia... 253

Whitgift and the puritans each endeavour to obtain a declaration

from the king in their favour...........ccoviiiniiia.... 254
The puritans present the Millenary petition ; its tone moderate .. 255
Ttscontents .......coviiienieiiiiiiiiieiieeieerineenannnn, 206
Other petitions, some of them violent ................c....... 259
The Hampton Court conference called................. ..e... 260
Tts first day’s proceedings ........ccoitiiieieiinreiiinnnnnnn. 261
Its second day’s proccedings........coooviiiiiieniniannnnnn. 266
Demands of the puritans ..........ciivievneineneninnenn.. . 266
Continued .......oiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt rerieiieeaaa, 269
The king browbeats the puritans. His disgraceful conduct ...... 271

The third day's procecdings ; the puritans silenced aud disheartened 273
The result variously stated .........oocvvivinneneneranennnn 275



CONTENTS. xiii

Page
The puritans have always spoken of it with contempt ............ 276
Death of Whitgift ; his character..............0000n *eeeeanae 277
Contrasted with Cartwright’s ..... Ceeesrenesaneessananranns 278
A couvocation assembled ........... 0 0 iiiiiiiiiiiieiaans 279

It issues the constitutions and canons of the church of England .. 279
Their spirit hard and rigorous; but many of them long obsolete

and the rest still'useful ..... Ceesreansenescnianeteatenae 231
Rudd, bishop of St. David’s, opposes them in couvocation ...... 282
A concession to the puritans ..........oviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiene, 283
A proclamation comwmanding strict conformity. Sufferings of

Maunsel, Ladd, and Fuller ......... «.ciciiiiiennn... 283
And of Arthur Hildersham...........oooiviiiiiiiiiieninnnn, 285

Their conduct demands our sympathy, but not always our approval 289

CHAPTER XI.
1610—1620. X

The puritans begin to think of leaving England ................ 292
The Huguenots had led the way to America.......... cececanans 293
John Robinson and his congregations of brownists at Leyden

resolved to emigrate to America ... ..o i, 294
And hire two vessels, the Mayflower and Speedwell, The pilgrim

13 T 296
They leave Leyden, and their pastor.........cccoiuiieinnnn. 296
Robinson’s parting adviee .........coviiiiiiiiiieiiiiinn, 297
They sail from Southampton...............covieiiiiiiinnn, 298
And arrive in Ameries. . ..o viit i i 299
Their scttlement and sufferings .............ocviiiieiinen.. 300
Their good conduct and piety ..........ciieiiiiiiiiininn.. 302
Estimated differently by the Americans and ourselves............ 305
A stern disposition appears..........c.ooi0ienay eeieaeaeaeaens 306
War with the Pequod Indians .................ccoiiinnnnn 307
They massacre 600 of the Indians..............coveveninnn, 309
Remarksuponthis..........covviiiiiiiieiiiiiniiiniianan 309
They become intolerant ........coevveneieireiiiieercesssnns 31
And expel the Browns. . .......ciiiiivneiriieennacinans eeen 312

Roger Williams : his character and principles : he is banished .... 313
Whitgift's severe conduct, how far justifiable ..........cc00veee 314






l

The Lazion vury » ewmsoivmend . .o ... .ccceeeitomacaos
Arelhod oo Avunz s Geruif ool
Wilsws dsnm of Loeum sl ort aerges. Cagme=t amt fned

Davemace. uawm o Siiner mme T ... L.

Azd P:T. vt of Tom e awepe ol vTOme

Eom sl ;TS - ceil e iom el o eee.
Lectaress sierrsi - infies iy tv morese o acDewms pomes g
Stnemes n mesTAr Te e sor St .o
ASTy X rma mrar E M= T O S DSOS - oo
So éors Carey’s rurmu— suncws -
Fxberaee o us siets  =mut =or— v 2e mrmos

The Tucwey o 2 ==+

: = . s T T
A L L

Priere ~ B b WA )

Cou:mm of Toipm: m #i5 . -
A zmramer nlot o T Gise T
Tee =~ wv=can o 151

E =iy 1w e

Izzieas e somen at ¢ ool =

-

-

Tie izz =y, Tir snw vrsmeT e

-

z D

Lavi it ~nfumy smwmerire. A com Tezesus oo
Tie bcmwmmre puree s === - = >

B Zalr e o 0 - 2 L
Tie v Pz

T v L B

Canrancs sgamk Luamm wmx o oot

2 e .- .- .
Tir Sotemmhe e 3 1 e 5 oremt aae
T v e By tr Tt Ll %t g,y

Anx shigr eur oo -

Teoinra w S -
Coznesimm o tore=
Tie irzoe vz oo

TTTITY a .-

e I i

LTS ST

Rermiam o T tourcor m. oW oar f

Taer inuty wen s
Tarx ex:amenms

-

- "3

Ay V -
it > 4
-

-

-

4%
219



xiv CONTENTS.

Page
Their intolerance increases. . ........cc.vvciievececnseranianss 315
They persecute the quakers. Ann Burden whipped ............ 319
Mary Dyer banished. She returns; is condemned to death. Exe-
cution of two quakers, and reprieve of Mary Dyer.......... 320
Her second trial. Mary Dyer is executed ........cccco0vuaens 323
William Leddra hanged ....... Cereereieciiertiieeecnnanns .. 324
Reflections ........ccovevineieeiieneneiecancossenesacsanns 327
Roger Williams founds the state of Rhode Island .............. 329

Success of the pilgrim fathers as religious colonists considered .... 330
Slavery in America : how far the pilgrim fathers sanctioned it .. 332

CHAPTER XII

1618—1625. /

The puritan cause assumes a new character ........cc0..... eees 335
Further decay of piety........cocveenen.ns ceveess N 336
The calvinistic controversy arises ........ccveueeeennss ceeerne 339
The synod of Dort. Deputies sent from Eogland .............. 340
Character of this famous synod . ..... Gesecessiecnanns ceeeenes 341
The controversy reaches home .............cceeuveeann cesees 343
All seriousness now treated with indiscriminate contempt. The
book of sportsissued ..........c.n0n. cesies seseaseses. 346
Several causes increase the apprehension of all sincere protestants 348
For instance, the favour shewn to the papists .......... ...... 353
And the king’s interference with the Scotch church.............. 358
The growth of arminianism another cause for anxiety. John Good-
win, his arminianism ......00000000nenen cerctasniseeens 359
Arminignism of Laud .... ...cociiieiiaiaen. sereesiersaaies 363
Growth of ritualism a third cause of anxiety ......... eeetece.. 366
Growth of the new principles .............c.00.0 creeansaease 369
Severities inflicted by the Laudiaus.  Sherficld, recorder of Sarum 370
Laud the founder of anew theology .. ...cocvenviierenrienanns 372
Death of James: his character ............. Ciireeenseanane .. 373

CHAPTER XIIIL
16251640 X

Laud’s influence increases with Charles 1st, the court, and aristo-
cracy. The doctrinal puritans .........cce0vvnvuen...... 376
Causes of the sudden growth of the Laudian principles .......... 378



CONTENTS. Xv

Page
Tmepietyoontinuestodecline... tesece srcecasaennatrastene 381
The Laudian party is consolidated................. Veeconenes . 383
Archbishop Abbott isdegraded ........ccc0viereececnnencenn. 384
Williaws, bishop of Lincoln and lord keeper, disgraced nnd fined.

Osbaldeston punished cooeveeveeneveneennnannes os ceesen 386
Davenant, bishop of Salisbury, another victim.................. 388

And Hall, bishop of Excter—character and writings. He suffers
from all parties . .... cceieiiieiiie tiiieiieienenn., 390
Lecturers silenced : feoffees for the purchase of advowsons punished 393
Strictness in observing the Lord’s-day punished ................ 395
Affairs of Scotland increase the anxicty of the puritans ......... ..396
So does Charles’s arbitrary conduct ........ccoovniieienennns 398
Forbearance of bis subjects ; and éspecially the puritans ....... . 406

CHAPTER XIV.
1640—1642.

The history of the early puritans draws toa close ........... ... 409
Condition of England in 1640 ......... ceserenesse seessinans 410
A parliament called and bastily dissolved ................ eees.. 410
The convocation of 1640.........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineens . 414
It enacts new canons .......oeiivieieiennninneineeranesnnss 417
Imposes the etcetera oath ; its conduct unwise ................ 418
The final crisis. The long parliament meet in November........ 420
Laud and Strafford impeached; violent measures follow ........ 425
The democratic puritans increase in POwer .....o.ovvvuvnainnn, 426
Bishop Hall’s description of them in 1623, and again in 1641 .... 428
The church puritans ; frenzy of the populace .................. 430

Complaints against Cozens, dean of Durham, and Wren, bishop of
Ely..... esesecencettaniacons et reeeeeieriieeiaeas 432
The moderate party in the house of commons ......... ceeeene 434

The bishops and the puritan clergy insulted in the streets ...... 437
A last effort made to conciliate, by the house of lords. It failed .. 439
The church of England overtbrown. The war begins .......... 442

Composition of partics. The church puritaus were neuter ..... . 442
The puritans, with this exception, joined the parliament ........ 444
Reasons of their conduct ; and how far justified ................ 445
Their faults were great ............... Ceeeereraiiaeas ae .. 449

Their enthusiasm .......... e te seessseetacernrreseans 449



xvi ' CONTENTS.

’ Page

Their method of applying the old testament.. .................. 451

Their doctrine of impressions ...c..ceveviveeececss voeecees 455

Both sides take up arms with too little reluctance .... ......... 456
What were the views of wise and thoughtful men who sided with

the parliament when the church of England fell? ......... 457

Conclusion ....cecovceeseriiainnenanns cessseen cesee oees 459



THE

HISTORY OF THE EARLY PURITANS,

CHAPTER I

-A.D. 1547—1558.

Tue reformation was scarcely accomplished in cnaprer

England when a large party began loudly to ex-

I.

press its discontent. Great as the change was, it =°7A®P
seemed to many of the reformers still imperfect, a.v. 154

and they were anxious to give it a new impulse,
and to extend it further. The chains in which the
English church had been fettered for a thousand
years were broken; and now the task remained to
model it anew, yet so as to retain the visible unity
which it had worn beneath the papacy. But here
the difficulties were great. For the same resolute
and dauntless spirit which had carried the nation
through its conflict with Rome, rc-appearcd under
another form. It distrusted all interference in spi-
ritual affairs, and seemed ready to abjure all autho-
rity, as though to acknowledge a superior had only
been to submit to another and a meaner usurpation.
More intent upon the end to be attained than
cautious in the means employed, it would have
' B
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cuaprer hazarded one reformation in order to have brought

L

about another; and risked the vast advantages

enw. vI. glready secured, for the sake of further changes of
A-B- 14 inferior moment, if not of questionable utility.

a

To a great extent this was the legitimate conse-
quence of the reformation, and its further and in-
evitable development. Great changes, especially if
sudden, generally leave their authors dissatisfied:
for anticipation outruns fulfilment, and more has
been expected than can possibly be achieved. And
the wisest reforms, since they provide no security
against the prejudices and ignorance of the multi-
tude while at the same time they inflame their
passions, are often bitterly decried by those who
were most clamorous to effect them. Reformers
in all ages complain of this ingratitude. They are
blamed for failures which were unavoidable; the
imperfections of their toil and labour are magnified ;
the real worth of their services in the cause of truth
is undervalued. Their difficulties meet with no
sympathy: it is only their infirmities that are
viewed with stern justice and without abatement.

And yet, upon the other hand, it seems unreason-
able that the ardent love of truth and the spirit of
inquiry, once quickened into life, should consent to
stay its progress whenever the first leaders of the
movement announce a difficulty, or decline a fresh
encounter. The leader who blames his followers
for rashness may himself have been overtaken with
incapacity. In such circumstances wisdom lies no
doubt between a servile acquiescence and a hot and
precipitate daring. These opposite vices are, in
their consequences, alike unfavourable to the best
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interests of man. The one crushes the spirit ; the cuarrer
other blinds the judgment. The former extinguishes __"
the desirc of improvement; the latter too often eow. vi
renders all progress impossible. The perfection so *™ **
eagerly sought may be visionary-and unattainable,

and the time lost in the pursuit of it may be fatal

to other and more important, because more reason-
able, projects of advancement.

Thus, the reformation was yet in progress whén
the PURITANS sprang at once into a vigorous ex-
istence. Under this name was very soon comprised
all those, however differing amongst themselves,
who sought for further change in the forms and dis-
cipline of the English church. The name itself con-
fers no dishonour, though borne with impatience,
and often resented as a grievous wrong. It was
applied in scorn: but age and use have made it
venerable. No clear account of the origin of this
now famous title has been handed down. It seems
to imply that if the professions of those to whom it
was first given were high, their lives at least werg
consistent, and their morals pure. The name oc-
curs soon after the accession of queen Elizabeth,
though it was not much in use for ten years after-
wards. It then became the title of a party which,]

for upwards of a century, excrcised in England an/ % /f"
influence, whether for good or evil, such as no other F 7 /""“ﬁ/-"'

party, civil or religious, has obtained at any perio

of our history. And this influence, though weak

ened, still survives. Of this we have at least one

painful and conclusive proof. Men still approach

the history of the puritans on both sides, with vio-

lence and prejudice ; and it is only a living principle
B 2
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that can call up these strong passions. We do not
war in earnest with the dead. The memory of
things which have no existence but in history pro-
vokes no real animosity. The eager conflict indi-
cates the presence of a real foe.

Except by the writers (a large class unhappily)
who treat religion with indifference, scarcely an
attempt has been made to present the history of the
puritans to their countrymen with impartial fair-
ness. Their own partisans have defended them
with warmth, but without discrimination ; and they
have been assailed with all the rancour of civil and
religious hatred : an impartial history has scarcely
been essayed, still less accomplished. And yet, op-
pressed as it has been with grievous slanders on the
one hand, and with adulation scarcely less injurious
to a lasting reputation on the other, the name sur-
vives. Wherever the religion, the language, or the
free spirit of our country has forced its way, the
puritans of old have some memorial. They have
moulded the character and shaped the laws of other
lands, and tinged with their devouter shades un-
numbered congregations of christian worshippers,
even where no allegiance is professed or willing
homage done to their peculiarities. It is a party
that has numbered in its ranks many of the best,
and not a few of the greatest, men that England
has enrolled upon her history. Amongst the puri-
tans were found, together with a crowd of our
greatest divines and a multitude of learned men,
many of our most profound lawyers, some of our
most able statesmen, of our most renowned soldiers,
and (strangely out of place as they may seem) not
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a few of our greatest orators and poets. Smith and cuarrex
Owen, Baxter and Howe, were their ministers, and L
preached amongst them. Cecil revered and defended ;™ "
them while he lived ; so did the illustrious Bacon ;
and the unfortunate Essex sought his consolations 2
from them when he came to die. They were the
men whom Cromwell dreaded and deceived, and
amongst whom Lord Brooke and Hampden fought
and perished. Milton owned allegiance to their
principles, and lent them a pen still immortal
though steeped in gall. Of wealth and wit and
patriotism they had at least their fair proportion.
They boasted, not without reason, that the first
college, in cither university, founded by a protestant,
was the magnificent donation of their own sir
Walter Mildmay at Cambridge; dedicated, not to
legendary saints or superstitious fears, but to the
divine IMMANUEL; and built, not for the promotion
of a stupid superstition, but in the pious hope that
the gospel of the Son of God might never want an
advocate while its foundation should endure. They
were our own countrymen ; and their history is, in
its glories or its darker shades, in truth our own.
During the period of which we shall attempt to
write, they were members of the church of England.
They were anxious for improvement, sometimes
fretful for change, but they revered the great prin-!
ciple of an established church, and did not entertain
a thought of separating from its communion. Someg
of them would have moulded it anew ; but few o
none of them desired its overthrow. _,l
It shall be our aim in the following pages to do
justice both to these men and to their opponents:

L—-—‘ -
B
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caapree to write a faithful record of the virtues of the puri-
% tans and of their faults; to shew how much we owe
EDW. V1. {0 the one, and how much we suffer from the other;
4> ¢6 describe their wrongs with respect and sympathy,
and yet to display in its turn their own intolerance.
It is an enterprise not without its perils : even now
the historian has need of caution when he plants
his foot amidst the ashes of a departed age. Itsfires
yet smoulder, and its passions are not extinguished.
Yet the pursuit of truth is pleasant, whatever dan-
gers we encounter by the way; and in the study of
the virtues and sufferings of our forefathers, nay in
the dispassionate review of their weaknesses and
faults, we shall meet with owr reward. Nor must
we forget that by these men, whatever their infir-
mities, the foundations of our English liberties were
fastened and secured. We enjoy the fruits for
which they toiled ; and warned by their misfortunes,
we may escape the rocks on which they perished.

The reformation in England originated with the :
monarch and was transmitted to the people through
the regular forms of the constitution. Upon the
continent and in Scotland the order was reversed.
‘With the exception of a few of the minor German
states, in which the reigning princes led the move-
ment they were unable to control, the reformation
was begun by the people, and carried into effect
against the will of the higher civil authorities, or
without their assistance. The character of this vast
revolution, both at home and abroad, partook of the
circumstances of its origin, and in each case still
retains the visible impression of its peculiar parent- }
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age. In England, the reformed religion imme-
diately assumed the outward symbols of a monar-
chical institution and the church, represented by it
higher clergy, again, as before the reformation, t
its place in the constitution, without exciting jea-
lousy in the crown, or stimulating those passions‘
which the possession of a new and formidable power
invariably creates amongst the people. The spirit
of the institution was naturally tinged by the same
circumstances. It was a matter of course, in a
reformation of which a succession of sovereigns were
the first promoters, that episcopacy should be
retained, and not less so that a certain degree of
magnificence and splendour should invest the na-
tional church, and display itself both in the dignities
of its hierarchy and in the ceremonial of its pubhc
worship : and thus the church of England assumed,

and has ever since retained, a more exact gradation
of spiritual dignities, and a more stately mode of
worship, than the reformed churches of other lands.
Upon the continent the higher clergy, following the
general example of the civil powers, stood aloof, or
met the reformation with ficree hostility. Scarcely
a churchman of rank joined with it. Princes and
prelates viewed it at first with equal scorn, and
afterwards, as they learned something of the vast
and awful power it wielded, with equal hatred.
Thus the reformation in Germany, France, and
Switzerland was a popular, and somctimes a ple-
beian, movement. To a certain extent the case was
similar in Scotland; except that the barons and
chief estates of the kingdom being already arrayed
against the sovereign, the management of the refor-

—
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caarrer mation fell into their hands: and the struggle be-

' tween the new and the old opinions became political,

vk and was embittered with another element of civil
strife.

Thus the reformation in the foreign churches,
originating among the common people and the in-
ferior clergy, took a democratic form. They became
presbyterian in their government, and simple even

o excess in their modes of worship. For the one
they pleaded necessity ; for the other the sanction
of primitive antiquity, and the tenor of the new
testament. None of them at first rejected episco-
pacy as unlawful. Calvin and others have recorded
their concurrent sense of its importance; though in
effect they considered themselves at liberty, under
the circumstances in which they were placed, to
reconstruct the reformed churches upon another
model. For the simplicity of their forms of worship
they made no apology; differing in this, though
without personal animosities or any feeling of un-
kindness, from the great reformers of the church of
England. In fact, the closest friendship existed

9 between the leaders of the reformation throughout
the whole of Europe. Their cause, their dangers
and triumphs, and their great foe the papacy, were
every where the same; and it would be difficult to
say whether the warmth of their affection for each
other or their hatred of papal superstition, their
catholic spirit or their righteous and unsparing zeal,
were the master passion of their breasts.

Amongst the first who introduced into England
the controversy which soon afterwards ripened into
puritanism, was a name no less revered than that of




THE EARLY PURITANS. 9

l the martyr-bishop Hooper.* He had lived some cRAPTER
time abroad, and was the friend of Bullinger and
Gualter, the two leaders of the protestant cause in
Germany and Switzerland. Returning home in the
days of Edward the Sixth, his piety and talents
were at once appreciated, and he was nominated, in
the spring of 1550, to the see of Gloucester. But
his conscience was embarrassed ; and in his person
a contest began which has never since been stilled.

\He demurred first to the oath of supremacy, and

EDW. VI,
A.D. 1550.

secondly to the robes in which the episcopal inves-
titure usually took place; and he wrote to the king

: an earnest request that he might be allowed either
| to decline the bishoprick, or to be admitted to it
without the usual oath and ceremonial. His objec-
tion, so far as the oath was involved, seems to have
been easily removed. The obnoxious passage, in
which he was required to swear “by God, by the

, 8aints, and by the holy gospels,” was at once altered
by the king’s own hand, in the presence of the
council, when Hooper’s protest against the impicty

. of a solemn appeal to the departed saints was placed
before him. But the greater difficulty still remained.

. Hooper would by no means consent to wear the
vestments. He refused to be consecrated in the
“dress which had been worn by the bishops of the
church of Rome, and which he regarded as a badge

- of antichrist. Cranmer was then archbishop of
l Canterbury, and Ridley bishop of London; and
they endeavoured to convince him that his scruples

* Burnet, Hist. of the Reformation, part iii. book iv. Strype’s Memo-
rials of Cranmer, vol. ii. ch, 17, § 212. Foxe’s Martyrs.
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CHAPTER WETe unfounded. But their persuasions and argu-

ments failed; and the three illustrious men gave a

eow. VL ghort triumph to the enemies of the reformation by

AD. 1551,

a contention not free from human weakness. The
council, in the king’s name, requested Cranmer to
give way and proceed with Hooper’s consecration ;
but Cranmer refused to do so; not thinking, says
his biographer, that even such a mandate was a
sufficient authority for the breach of an existing
law.* 8till he does not appear to have been insen-
sible of Hooper’s worth, far less influenced by any
private dislike or jealousy. His conduct claims our
respect, as that of a man who, in arbitrary times,
revered the authority of the law, and held it to be ,
superior to the mere commands of the sovereign.
The professorships of divinity at Oxford and Cam-
bridge were then filled by two eminent foreigners,
Peter Martyr and Bucer, whom the archbishop, by
the king’s command, had invited to those posts of
distinguished honour, and, in those changeful times,
of equal danger. He desired each of them to write -
to Hooper on the subject of the vestments, sup- .
posing that the judgment of those who were
esteemed in their own churches abroad as leaders of
the reformation, would have great weight. Mean-
while Hooper continued to inveigh in his sermons,
and often with some asperity, against the vestments.
The privy council, in consequence, confined him to
his own house : but his ardent spirit disdained to:
be silent. His zeal was not always tempered with
discretion. He could not preach upon the deca-

* Strype’s Memorials of Cranmer, book ii. ¢, 17.
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logue, for he was still permitted to preach in Lon- cuaerer
don, without referring to the forbidden subject. __ "
Amongst other flagrant violations of the Lord’s-day eow. vi.
he introduces the teaching of false doctrine. ¢ Fur- *™ ™"
ther,” he exclaims, *to augment the ceremonies of

the church and bring in a new Judaism and Aaron-

ical rites, is against this commandment. As the
bishops have used the matter, there be more cere-
monies in the church of Christ than were in the
church of the Jews’”” Ile even published an
answer to his opponents which he called a confession

of faith. This seems to have been regarded as an

act of great contumacy. By order of the privy
council he was now silenced, and imprisoned in

the Fleet.

The letters of Bucer and Martyr upon the sub-
ject are still extant; and it is interesting at this
distance of time to observe how these men regarded
the infant controversy. Bucer thought that the

- garments might be retained in obedicnce to the law
.of the land, but not as parts of the law of Moses:
to the pure all things were pure; and upon this
principle the apostles had complied with the Jews
in many things. The garments were in themselves
indifferent ; they had been used by the ancient
fathers before popery began. He wished they were
removed by legal authority, but he argued fully for
the use of them till then. He implores Hooper for
the sake of the church of Christ to dismiss his
scruples, and to accept an office of such vast im-
portance to which he was so especially called
by the voice of his sovereign and the necessities of

* Sermons on the Decalogue, publisbed 1550,



12 THE HISTORY OF

cuarrer the English church. Martyr was in communica-
" _ tion with Bucer, and approved of what he wrote.
i”;’-l; : ¢ Hooper’s affair,”” he writes to Bucer, ‘‘ has assumed
" a character of which the best and most pious must
disapprove. I grieve, I deeplygrieve, that such things
should happen amongst the professors of the gospel.
Though at this time forbidden to preach, and
under confinement, he seems as if he could not
rest : he has just published his confession of faith,
which has exasperated many; he complains of the
privy council, and perhaps, though this is not my
concern, of us too. May God give a happy issue to
these inauspicious beginnings.”” In the same strain
he wrote to Hooper, imploring him to yield; ¢ and
yet,” he adds, “ when I consider the superstition
and contention the vestments have occasioned, I
could wish they were abandoned.”* Bishop Burnet
has remarked that Cranmer and his friends habi-
tually deferred to the judgment of Peter Martyr to
a degree which almost amounted to submissiveness.
It was not likely that Hooper should feel indisposed
to admit his weight as an umpire. But whatever
our decision may be upon the question at issue, no
man who now reads the correspondence will lightly
condemn Hooper for fickleness of purpose, if, swayed
by such advisers, he consented to use the vestments |
in the ceremonial of his consecration, and to preach *
in them, once at least, before the court ; for it seems
uncertain whether he ever wore them afterwardss
Thus he exchanged his prison for a bishoprick!
His friends were overjoyed. Peter Martyr, who

* Strype’s Mem. Cranmer, ii. 17. § 213. Burnet, Hist. Reform. iii. partii.
P- 245.
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waited at Oxford to receive him on his progress to coarrer

his diocese in the west, had written to Bullinger on
the first news of his appointment, expressing the
happiness he felt in common with all good men at
so great a triumph to the cause of the reformation.*
On the 8th March, 1551, he was consecrated bishop
of that cathedral in sight of which four years
afterwards he died a martyr. Ridley, in whose
diocese he had been so harshly used, was brought,
and almost at the same time, to the same fiery
ordeal. They were each of them prisoners for the
truth’s sake, when Ridley wrote in terms of the
deepest affection and respect to assure his *“most
dear brother and venerable fellow-elder in Christ,”
that, however they might have differed upon trifling
matters (through sagacity, as he modestly says, in
Hooper, and too much simplicity in himself), he
loved him with his whole heart, and hoped to
share his triumphs in eternal bliss.+ It was a
touching message which the one of these devoted
men sent to the other when death in its most
dreadful form was near, though disfigured in the
quaint language of their times: *“We have been
two in white : let us be one in red.”” The “ ehimere
and rochet’’ now appeared to both of them in ano-
ther light. So the greatest contentions of good men
dwindle on the approach of death.

This affair of bishop Hooper made a deep impres-

# Aliquos episcopos habemus, non pessimos, inter quos est uti signifer
Cantuarensis. Deinde cooptatus est in corum album, Ilooperus magnd
porrd bonorum omnium letitid. Martyr to Bullinger, 1 June 1550, in
Burnet's Collection.

t+ Letters of bishop Ridley. Parker Soc. ed. p. 355.

EDW. VL
A.D. 15651,

\
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cuarrer sion. His elevated position, his popular eloquence,
' _ his dauntless courage, and above all his glorious
o . martyrdom, embalmed his memory, and riveted
"7 his opinions in the hearts of the reformers. Other
circumstances occurred to keep alive the controversy,
which had now unhappily arisen. Several congre-
gations of German protestants, fleeing from conti-
nental persecution, had found an asylum in Eng-
land. One of the principal of these was settled in
London under the pastoral care of John Alasco, a
man of great repute, the friend and patron of Eras-
mus; while another was placed by the patriotic
wisdom of the duke of Somerset, the protector
during the king’s minority, at Glastonbury, upon‘
the lands of the famous monastery then recently
dissolved. Here they introduced their peculiar
craft. They were cloth-workers; and from them
the kingdom derived one of its greatest manufac-
tures; and the western counties of England, after
three centuries, acknowledge with gratitude that
the boundless fields of enterprise and wealth they
still cultivate were first pointed out by a persecuted
band of Flemish refugees. But at that period the
strangers met with little sympathy. The neigh-
bourhood was one of the last strongholds of popery ;‘
and the common people were taught to insult and
thwart the strange society of men whose language was
unknown, whose religion was abhorred, and whose :
industry was not appreciated; but who profanely
tenanted the lands so long held sacred, and which
a hoary superstition connected in every mind with
Joseph of Arimathea, the reputed apostle of the
western country. The effect, however, of these
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various colonists upon the religious parties in cmaprer
England, though at length considerable, was not _
immediately apparent. MARY
But a change was again at hand. Mary suge 2P
ceeded to the throne, and the antient superstitions
were restored. The influence of the foreigners in
matters of religion, however imperceptible, must
have been already such as to excite suspicion; for
they were commanded to leave the kingdom with-
out delay. Nor did they retire alone. A furious
burst of persecution drove with them a thousand of 1
our countrymen, who possessed the means of thus.
providing for their safety, who wanted the iron
nerve which God bestows on those he calls to mar-
tyrdom, or who felt that to remain at home was
to incur a needless hazard, since, for the present,
nothing could be done. The Low countries, the
free cities of the Rhine, and Switzerland, were now
filled in turn with the English wanderers. Frank-
fort, Basle, Zurich, and Geneva were the towns of
their chief resort; for there the doctrines of the
reformation had taken the strongest hold, and there
its most eminent professors dwelt.
Thus, in 1553, a conference of eminent divines,
mingled with a crowd of learned and pious men
of sccular pursuits, assembled, without design, to
which the annals of the church afford no precedent,
and in some respects no parallel. They were men
of various nations but intent upon a common obh-
ject, the greatest that has ever occupied the ener-
gies of man. To vanquish the great antichrist, and
restore the religion of Christ to the myriads from
whom it had been so long withheld: to make pro-
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caarrer vision for its continued establishment among the

"~ nations of Europe, and for its preservation from
decay by any future corruptions; to continue the
fight with popery, now that the iide of battle was
rolling fearfully against them, with that assurance
of success which nothing could warrant except
(what they largely possessed) faith in the written
word of God, and a masculine hold upon its pro-
phetic intimations of the certain fall of antichrist ;
such was the burden of their thoughts and the sub-
ject of their frequent conferences as they met during
.several successive years in social intercourse. And
the men were equal to their task. They were
scholars of high attainments; and the differences
of race and language were insignificant in an age
when Latin was the vernacular tongue of educated
men.

The Zurich letters® still remain to testify that,
in classical taste as well as in theology, the monkish
puerilities had been marvellously dissipated from
the minds of men who one and all were tutored in
their youth under monkish discipline. Nor was
scholarship their only boast. They were men of
great and diversified experience; of practical ha-
bits; of energy and zeal; and above all of fervent
and exalted piety. Here were to be found the firm
and gentle Jewel, the future apologist and bishop
of the church of England, and the resolute Knox
the reformer of the north. Here too were Grindal,
Sandys, and Pilkington ; besides Parkhurst, and
Humphrey, and Wittingham, and others scarcely

MARY.
A.D. 1853.

* First published in part by Bishop Burnet in his Hist. Reformation,
and now at large by the Parker Society, in 2 vols.
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less renowned as the champions of the English refor- cuarres
mation. And with these there was a host of names "
scarcely, if at all, inferior: —Coverdale,ever honoured [T
by those who reverence the bible; Nowel, the future
dean of St. Paul’s, whose catechism, approved in
convocation and sanctioned by the church of Eng-
land, it would be needless to mention and pre-
sumptuous to applaud; and Foxe, whose plaintive
and authentic story of the martyrs will be read, while
time shall last, with indignation or with tears. ~Tnid
short, besides five bishops and an equal number
of deans, the character of those who fled may be
surmised from the fact, that no less than fifty were
doctors in divinity of English universities. And of
the laity, including noblemen merchants and arti-
ficers, who had less to fear, the number was about a
thousand. Mingled with these were the leaders of
the continental reformation. The English refugees
- had constant intercourse with Calvin (a name as
much honoured then as it has been since depreciated
in England), with Gualter, and with Peter Martyr:
and Alasco, whom the refluent surge of persecution
had beaten back upon their native shores; and
above all with Henry Bullinger. Of the last the
historical fate is singular and affecting. Scarcely
known in England in the ninctcenth century, he
was the sponsor of the English reformation. Jewel
and Parkhurst, and Cox and Horn and Pilkington,
who became bishops—and Sandys and Grindal,
archbishops—of the church of England ; not to men-
tion John Foxe and Wiburne, Richard Hilles (a
London merchant) and Humphrey and Sampson,
worthies of our church in its first days, were amongst
c
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cuarrer the affectionate, it might be said the reverential,
" __ correspondents of this great man. They address
“‘[;“1‘5‘;& him with every title of respect; as their father and
their counsellor. The tidings of his death draw forth
a burst of tenderness, and they console each other
with the assurance that his fame shall be immortal.
And those who read in his still extant letters, and in
his more elaborate writings, the record of his wisdom,
are at no loss to comprehend the secret of their re-
spect and reverence, however they may be perplexed
to understand the oblivion of his name—a name that
once promised, at least in the reformed churches,
honour and immortality. But such men are satisfied

to receive their honours in a better world.

The results of this great congress of wise and
thoughtful men were such as universal experience
would teach us to expect; continued diversities on
those points on which they previously differed, and
greater steadfastness on those upon which they were
all along agreed. Their detestation of the papacy,
and their views of evangelical truth, were confirmed ;
for on these points few differences, if any, had crept
in; and their mutual conferences served to strengthen
each other in the common quarrel and in the com-

t mon faith. On points of church government it was
different. The fusion of parties produced no per-
fect coalescence. Each adhered to his national
forms of worship in preference to the rest; or if
some occasionally went over to the episcopal party,
their place was filled by deserters to the presbyterian
camp. The relative strength of the two infant parties,
the episcopal and presbyterian, was not immediately
changed. What was gained was an equal advantage
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to both sides,—on both sides an increase of mv
confidence and christian love. On the death of Mary
our English exiles returned home, bringing nothing maxv.
back with them, as a quaint and not unfriendly o5
chronicler has said, but much learning and some ex-
perience.* Still it is likely that they were swayed
unconsciously by the manners of the German
churches. On their return to England, the contrast
between the splendour of the English ceremonial
and the simplicity of that abroad would be the more
striking. Their opponents never ceased to attribute
much of the discontent that followed to the Genevan
exile. “They were for the most part Zwinglian-
gospellers at their going hence,” says a furious
writer, “and became the grcat promoters of the
puritan faction at their coming home.”+ The puri-
tans themselves were never unwilling to own their
obligations to the German reformers, still however
founding their scruples rather upon what they con-
ceived to be the absence of seriptural simplicity than
upon the practice of other churches. But the ques-
tion of the habits, or as it has since been termed the |
vestiarian controversy, was unsettled; and it now
began to wear an anxious if not a threatening
aspect ; and other difficulties already lowered upon
the horizon, even in this the early morning of the
English reformation.

This dispute with regard to the vestments to be
worn by the ministers of Christ when discharging
their official duties, lay at the root of many other

* Fuller, Church Hist. vol. ii. book viii.
+ Heylyn, Hist. Reformation, part ii. p. 59.
c2
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caarrer controversies, and was the source from which they
' |sprung. The controversy was a vital one ; and few
uaRY. © questions in the history of the christian church are
wote. THOTO deserving of acalm dispassionate consideration.
It can appear insignificant to none but those who

are unable to comprehend that the colours of

a regiment are to be surrendered only with the

life of the soldier who proudly bears them into
pattle; that they are symbols, insignificant in them-
Gselves it may be, but in their meaning most impor-
tant. But in the great conflicts in which mankind
unhappily engage some visible sign is always found

to express and represent the sentiment or principle
most cherished or most abhorred. These are often
arbitrary. The white and red roses of the houses of
York and Lancaster were purely so; though ranged
beneath them England poured out for half a century

its noblest blood. But the vestments, at the time

of the reformation, were not admitted, at least by
one of the contending parties, to be merely conven-
tional ; they werc supposed to represent principles

of which, it was said, they formed an integral and
inseparable part.—But it is necessary to pause and
consider the arguments on each side as they were
stated at first by the respective pleaders. During

the reigns of Edward vi. and Mary, and the first
years of Elizabeth, the controversy was managed
with great ability, and generally with temper and
forbearance ; but as the first leaders of the reforma-
tion disappeared, it fell into the hands of other dis-
putants, and was conducted in a very different spirit.

In this important quarrel, which was carried on for

ten years after the accession of Elizabeth, with un-
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remitting zeal on both sides, the principal argu- cuarrer
ments were thus expressed :— -

It was urged by the dissatisfied party that the im- | Euz.
position of the vestments was an infringement of b
their christian liberty. They were called under the
gospel to worship God in spirit and in truth: and
no outward forms or splendours could contribute in
any measure to assist the devout mind in a service
so spiritual and exalted. On the contrary, the ten-
dency of these official garments was to distract the
worshipper, and to debase his devotions by an ad-
mixture of those sentiments which are allowed no ,
place in spiritual things: namely, the awe inspired
by official pomp and the admiration of outward |
grandeur. The church had ever maintained or lost
its purity just as it had resisted or allowed the
allurements of external splendour. It was only safe |
in its simplicity; and such was its inward glory,
that any attempts to decorate could but in fact de-
grade it. Men had been too long the dupes of arti-
fice and superstition; and it became a reformation
which professed nothing less than to restore to the
churches of Christendom the liberties of which they
had been so long deprived, as well as the truths
which a vile imposture had perverted or concealed,
boldly to lay aside the stratagems of superstition, !
and to rest its influence upon the naked force of
truth.

Besides, the vestments against which they were
now contending had a jewish origin, and belonged
not to the christian ministry, but to the priesthood
of the house of Aaron. To introduce them into the
church of Christ was to pervert their meaning.
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cmarrez They were a part of the divinely appointed consti-
L__ tution of the jewish church; and had passed away
eLiz.  together with the rest of its figurative and mystic
o uT ceremonial. If they were not retained as symbols,

they were merely childish, and unworthy of the
dignity of christian worship. If their symbolic
character was admitted, then the priesthood of the
Kclergy, one of the many corruptions of the papacy,
was involved. A sacrificing priest must wear a
linen ephod. If the sacrificial vestments were now
[retained, the sacrifice of the mass itself would pro-
bably but too soon return. As a safeguard against
popery, no less than as a guarantee for the continued
\ purity of evangelical doctrine in the reformed church,
they protested against the use of garments which
were at once so unnecessary and, as it seemed to
them, so full of danger.

It was a further objection, and one that appealed
not only to divines and controversialists, but to the
feelings of the common people, that the vestments
were identified with all the superstitions of popery.
They were looked upon as the badge of antichrist ;
and they who wore them were regarded with sus-
picion as men either indifferent to the cause of the
reformation, or not yet sufficiently enlightened as to
the danger, and indeed the sinfulness, of approach-
ing the most distant confines of a system which
ought to be avoided with alarm and horror. In
similar robes the ‘massing priests” had performed
their idolatrous services. Thus arrayed the papal
bishops had denounced the reformation from their
superstitious altars. Into these hated garments the
martyrs had been thurst, in order that being again

T
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stripped of them, and thus degraded from the priest- cuarrex
hood, they might, as laymen, perish in flameskindled __*
by the secular power. Nor was it forgotten that if ==
Hooper refused to wear them at his consecration, *” ™*
Cranmer and Latimer, and Taylor of Iadleigh, had
expressed their contempt of them, in their last mo-

ments. Thus the detestation of the habits, as popish Y
relics, became a popular cry and passion: and it

broke out from time to time in rudeness and acts of
violence.

And admitting the vestments to be in themselves
indifferent, it was contended by the clergy who
opposed their introduction, that under present cir-
cumstances they were still unlawful. For having \)

been once consecrated to idolatry, they had received
ataint which, like the leprosy of Naaman, must cleave
to them for ever. Some of their hearers amongst
the common people still thought their ministrations
invalid, or not acceptable to God, unless performed
in popish apparel : some mysterious virtue was still
supposed by the superstitious to be connected with
them; and this, said they, being a prevailing opi-
nion, we apprchend that it is highly necessary to
disabuse the people. And lastly they urged that
one concession would only be the prelude to fresh
demands : an argument upon which the weaker
party is apt, it is true, to place too much reliance,
and one upon which it is always sensitive. ¢ If we
are bound to wear popish apparel when commanded,
we may be obliged to have shaven crowns, and to
use oil, and cream, and spittle, and all the rest of
the papistical additions to the ordinances of Christ.”
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caarrer Such were their objections, and thus they were ex-

L

ELI1Z.
A.D. 15888,

pressed.
These arguments received, no doubt, additional
Ereight and confirmation from the fact that of all

. the reformed churches, the church of England was

he only one which had retained the vestments.
Other churches had abandoned them. Something
{then was due to the judgment of other churches,
especially when their decision was unanimous.
Something, too, was due to the great principle of

‘ godly union; an agreement in externals ought to

prevail amongst all the reformed without exception.
Shall the body of Christ, it was inquired, be rent
in the garments of his own ministers? Shall the
divisions of true christians, upon such a point,
afford a triumph to the enemies of the gospel and
of the reformation? TFor the sake of peace let the
\English church abandon a peculiarity which many
\of its own members submit to with impatience, and
{which all other churches have rejected with disdain.
‘Were it nothing else than a concession to weak
consciences and perverse men, ill-informed, still it
ought to be made; except it could be shewn that
concession was absolutely sinful. And when every

~ reformed church in Europe had rejected them, it

would scarcely be contended that they were essen-
tial to the purity of the faith. The apostolic pre-
cept ought to decide the question. In things in-
different the weaker party must be allowed the
triumph. However painful it might be, still it
was a duty in the rulers of the church to “suffer
all things for the elect’s sake;” to give up the most

\%
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harmless indulgences if they caused the feet of the cuarres

lame to stumble, or cast a stone of offence in the __"

way of the meanest of Christ’s disciples. ELIZ,
Such were the arguments of those who objected *™ ™

to the use of the vestments. They were urged with

the utmost sincerity; and, it is not too much to

say, they were listened to with profound respect.

During the troublous days of queen Mary the con-

troversy had been carried on, around the fires of

the martyrs and in the strange homes of the self-

banished exiles. But there was at present little or

no bitterness displayed. Happily for mankind the

reign of Mary was brief. When her sister Elizabeth\

succeeded to the crown, some concessions were
eagerly looked for; but none were made. It was
natural that a minority who now began to think
themselves oppressed should urge their cause with
warmth ; and by no means surprising that a popu-
lar question should be advocated sometimes with
clamour and impatience. For this the leaders of
the church made, during the first period of the con-
troversy, a generous allowance. They viewed with
deep concern a division in the English church,
which might end in a secession from it. Why then
did they not give way?—why not abandon the
vestments, and quench the growing discord? Why
not at once adopt the fashions of the continental
churches? It is due to some of the greatest men
that England has nourished to listen dispassionately
to their reply.

Every christian church contains within itself the
principles of self-government. If it be not only an
independent but a national church, the right of sclf-
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crarrer control is one that it cannot part with without dis-
L loyalty. It may receive advice, but it must not sub-]
iz mit to foreign interference. The church of England
"7 has retained the vestments in the exercise of its
undoubted right to decree rights and ceremonies
for its own use, guarding itself only against the
introduction of any thing contrary to God’s word.
The vestments arc decent and becoming, and in
themselves indiffcrent. And in matters of order ,
and church discipline, it is surely a maxim of cau-
tion to introduce no unnecessary changes: for these \
unsettle the minds of the multitude; turn them
aside from what is really edifying; and excite them
to the desire of still fresh experiments. Besides,
the example of the primitive church, long before;
the rise of popery, favours some distinctive habits |
in those who discharge a public function. Saint
John himself, as the historian Eusebius relates,
wore a pefalon, which some translate a mitre, some
a plate, or coronal of gold; but all acknowledge
that it was a badge of dignity which belonged to
him as bishop of Ephesus. The catechumens in
the earlicst ages were clothed in white when they
presented themselves for baptism, a modest sign of
the purity they now professed. Even their pagan
forefathers, the citizens of Rome, had used a white
robe in the same manner when they were candi-
dates (the word itself being expressive of the fact)
for public offices. The surplice was used in the
church of Christ long before the introduction of
popery : and is retained by us, they said, together
with some other forms, not for superstition but
only for distinction; that order and decency may
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be preserved in the ministry of the word and sa- caaprex
craments. ‘“And neither good pastors nor pious _ !
laymen,” they affirmed, ¢ are offended at these =wua
things.”t A, D. 1558.
With regard to the charge of returning to the
usage of the jewish church and restoring the gar-
ments proper to its priesthood, it was surely
enough, they thought, to rcmind their opponents ~
that every document they had uttered was at .
variance with the supposition that they regarded ,
the ministry of Jesus Christ as a succession of the ff
jewish priesthood, or desired to see it invested, or
degraded rather, with sacrificial robes. They now
protested against such a perversion of their senti-
ments. The christian church acknowledged only
one priest, in the person of its Lorn. From this
doctrine they had never swerved. It was for this
they fought ; for this they had suffered. Indeed,
there was at present no difference amongst the
reformed churches upon this cardinal truth. With
one consent they dismissed the fiction of a priest-
hood as inconsistent with the scheme of redemption
perfected in the one offering of the Lord Jesus
Christ. It was rather with a view to the probable
consequences than the present evil of the vest-
ments, that the dispute under this head of objec-
tion, was carried on by the opposing party. And
the argument on the episcopal side was briefly this,
that the vestments could mislead none who cared \
to listen to the doctrinal teaching of the English
church.

* So Grindal, Parkhurst, Sandys, and even Pilkington and Jewel, in the
Zurich Correspondence.
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caaprer  Still less could they reasonably be charged with

I

any disposition to popery. What church had been

ELIZ.
A.D. 15858,

80 much and so long in deadly conflict with the
man of sin? What church had given so many,
and those such illustrious, pledges of the depth of its
hatred of the great antichrist? Nobles and gentry,
bishops and archbishops, the laity and the clergy,
men, women, and children, had yiclded themselves
a ready sacrifice to his fury in prisons and at the
stake : not accepting deliverance, when deliverance
was thrust. upon them on the sole condition of
admitting a real presence in the mass. They felt,‘\
and may well be forgiven if they expressed, some
indignation when, because they retained a surplice, -
they were charged with a return to popery.

If these reasons were not sufficient, another yet
remained. The reformation was itself in jeopardy
in England from the continued agitation of these
unfortunate, and as the episcopal party maintained,
these insignificant, disputes. During the short ,
reign of king Edward the controversy arose, and
might then perhaps have been set at rest by mutual
concessions ; but his early death put a stop to the |
progress of the reformation. During the reign of
Mary it was evident that nothing could be done;
for the reformed church was broken up and scat-
tered. And now that Elizabeth held the sceptre,
fresh difficulties crowded in. The queen, as a sove-
reign and a woman, was equally tender of her
mother’s honour and of her own legitimacy. The
Romish party were powerful and restless; and
numbers of the gentry as well as the nobility, and
not a few of the clergy, were supposed to yield but
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a hollow consent to.the principles of the reforma- cmarrez
tion. The ascendancy of the Romish party wouldy =
have been fatal to the queen’s happiness, if not to { EL1Z
her throne. For the pope had already taken his
position, denied her legitimacy, and denounced her
claims. She was deeply attached to the reforma-

. tion when she began her reign. And when she
kissed the bible presented to her at Paul’s cross on

the day of her magnificent procession through Lon-

don, and then pressed it to her heart, it is probable } 1
that no bosom in that vast enthusiastic crowd beatr\ )
with more fervent loyalty to the protestant cause.

It was with difficulty she could be prevailed upon\

to assume the title of head of the church. This,

she said, belonged not to a sovereign, still less to a
woman, but to Christ. It has been urged, indeed,

that a lingering reverence for the papal claim of
universal supremacy had some share in this unwill-
ingness. Every thing, however, portended a happy
settlement of past differences. Sound doctrine was
rapidly diffused. “The true religion of Christ is
settled among us: the gospel is not bound, but is
freely and faithfully preached. As to other matters
there is not much cause for anxiety. There is some
little dispute about using or not using the popish
habits: but God will put an end to these things
also.” So wrote bishop Sandys of Worcester, even

in January 1566, when the controversy had now
reached its height.

But the queen was extremely anxious that no
needless offence should be given to the Romish
party; and the removal of the surplice would, she
feared, afford a pretext for some new outrage. Ifit
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CHAPTER WeTe & thing not sinful in itself, as not only her own

divines, but those of Germany and Switzerland, in-

nz& formed her, then it became a question of state policy,
not simply of religious controversy The continued
use of a thing mdlfferent in a religious sense, but
important in its political bearings, must be deter-
mined not by the clergy but by the sovereign. If
therefore the reformation were not injured, policy
was in favour of the vestments. This seemed a
reasonable conclusion, even upon the view of the
question taken by the foreign reformers. Adverse
as they were to the use of the surplice, they coun-
selled the English clergy by no means to refuse it,
since the progress of the reformation seemed to
depend on their compliance. The question then,
as soon as it ceased to be one of conscience, became
one of convenience and expediency, and of that ex-
pediency the queen and her council must judge.
The foreign reformers themselves acted on. this
principle : for they admitted episcopacy to be serip-
tural, and in itself desirable; and yet established
presbyterian churches on the ground of expediency.
She had not sat long upon the throne when other
influences produced a painful impression on her
mind. The puritans preached before her coarsely
and with the rudest warmth. ¢ She is in the habit
of listening with the greatest patience,” says bishop
Cox, her former preceptor, ‘“to bitter and suffi-
ciently cutting discourses.”” There is unhappily
no reason to think that the bishop in a courtly
mood overdrew the picture. It is a fact often re-
peated by the leaders of the reformation, ‘that the

* Zurich Letters. Cox to Gaulter. i. 234,

A.D,
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queen was irritated, the minds of the nobility alien- crAPTER
ated, the diseased and weak debilitated,”* by the
violent declamations with which the pulpit rang.
One preacher'r informed her majesty that she ha
begun her reign with the meckness of a lamb—bu
she was now an untamed heifer. Olim tanquam
ovis, nunc autem indomita juvenca.

The vestments in short were now unhapplly re-
garded as badges not only of canonical obedience
but of loyalty to the queen herself. To abandon
them, or to join in the inconsiderate zeal which
assailed what was by law established, would be in
effect to abandon the ministry: ¢ and then, verily,”
said the prelates,} “we shall have a papistical, or
a Lutherano-papistical, ministry, or none at all.”
They complain that ‘“an ungovernable zeal for dis-
cord” was abroad ; and it seemed to threcaten danger
to both church and state. It was to save England
from these calamities—to save the reformation from
the indiscretion of its friends, as they had saved it
once from the fury of its enemies—that they decided
on the course from which they never swerved. But
was the danger real, or were their fears groundless ?
We have perhaps at this distance of time no answer
more reasonable than an appeal to their private
characters. They were not crafty politicians, but a
body of christian ministers of calm wisdom, of tricd
courage, of dauntless resolution. The fears and ap-
prehensions of such men are never to be treated
with disdain: there must have been some grounds
for alarm. They submitted from necessity, not from

ELI1Z.
A.D 1858.

* Ibid. T Dering. The story is related by all the puritan writers.
1 Grindal and Horn to Bullinger. Zurich Letters, i. 176.
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caarrie choice. The bishops of London and Winchester
I __ “protest and solemnly make oath,” in a letter they
s . Jointly addressed to Bullinger and Gaulter, *that
the dissension was not eo.used by any fault of theirs,

and that it was not owing to them that vestments

of this kind had not altogether been done away
with.”* Jewel expresses himself if possible more
strongly : ¢ They are the relics of the Amorites; that
cannot be denied.” And yet he speaks of the contest

as a trifling matter that ‘somewhat disturbs weak
minds.”t * The sum of our controversy,’”’ say they,

“is this. We hold that the ministers of the church

of England may adopt without impiety the dis-
tinction of habits now prescribed by public autho-
rity : especially when it is proposed to them as a
‘matter of indifference, and when the use of the
habits is enjoined only for the sake of order and due
obedience to the laws.” In short, they brought the
matter to this issue: “We are brought into such
straits, that since we cannot do what we would,

! shall we not do, in the Lord, what we can ?”’}
Calmly viewed, the whole question hinges upon
this: when men cannot do what they would, shall
they do what they can; or, rigidly adhering to an
-abstract notion of that which in itself is best, shall
they abandon their posts, and risk the consequences ?

The fathers of the church of England were at length
unanimous ‘ to do what they could;” they adopted

the vestments themselves, and, though with very
different degrees of rigour, enforced them on their

* QGrindal and Horn to Bullinger. Zurich Letters, i. 175.

t Jewel to Bullinger. Zurich Letters, i. 147.

1 Grindal and Horn to Bullinger, i. 175. I have used throughont the
admirable translation of the Zurich Letters by Dr. Hastings Robinson.
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clergy. They hoped the ferment would soon subside ; crarrer
but ages have passed, and the controversyis not yet
decided. So little do the wisest men foresee the , %
consequences of all their actions. And so difficult

is it to appease the quarrels on which all parties at

first enter with too much alacrity !
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CHAPTER IL

A.D. 1558—1568.

A great question is not long in agitation without
invoking its tributary discords. Consequences not
at first suspected are found to hang upon it. What
appeared to be a single point of dliference, is found
to be no more than one amongst many others,
all of which insist upon their right to swell the
general clamour. The contest begins with facts;

- but it soon spreads itself among the principles of

which those facts were only the exponents. Thus a
great controversy, like a great battle, is seldom de-
cided upon the ground previously marked out. The
conflict widens on all sides, and the confusion at
length becomes universal.

The question of the vestments was very soon fol-
lowed up with other questions equally irritating.
From dislike to the habits ythe progress was easy
to a dislike of the service-book ; and that of king
Edward was by no means free from superstition.
All forms of prayer fell under a suspicion of popery.
So that the revisal of the prayer-book, on the
accession of Elizabeth, gave little satisfaction to
those, already a considerable party, who had begun
to think all forms unlawful. Others again, ignorant
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of the difficulties with which the bishops were con- cuarres
tending, and smarting, it must be owned, from their "
unreasonable severity, began to associate prelacy -z
with popery. In a short time the former was loaded

with the same obloquy which, ten years before, had

fallen upon the latter ; and bishops were denounced

with as much vehemence as the pope himself. Thus

fresh wounds were opened from day to day, and at

last they became incurable. Thus there were from

the first, dissenters from the English church of the
reformation. Their story must be briefly told,
though in fact they were disowned by the puritans;

nor did they seek to be reckoned their associates,
regarding both prelatists and puritans as equally
inconsistent, or, on spiritual matters, ignorant and

dark.

The first actual secession took place abroad in
15564. The English residents at Frankfort* entered
into an agrecment with a congregation of French
protestants, in whose church they were allowed to
assemble as their place of worship, binding them-
selves not only to subscribe to the French confession
of faith, which evangelical christians of almost every
name might safely do, but further, not to make re-
sponses after the minister, nor to use the litany or
surplice; and (a condition of no less importance)
not to quarrel about ceremonies. Their church dis-
cipline seems to have been rather independent than
presbyterian. They looked upon themselves as, under
God himself, the source and fountain of ccclesiastical
power. They proceeded to choose their own minister

* Hist. of the Troubles at Frankfort. Neal, Hist. of the Puritans,
. vol. i. p. 86, et seq.
D2
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and deacons, and to invite their brethren dispersed
through the neighbouring cities, to join a commu-
nity where, they said, God’s word was faithfully
preached, the sacraments rightly administered, and
scripture discipline enforced. Their public service
was conducted thus: it began with extemporaneous
prayer ; a hymn was sung; the minister then prayed a
second time and more at large, concluding with the
Lord’s prayer. Then followed another psalm, and a
sermon if a preacher were present; or otherwise
the recital of a confession of faith. The congregation
was then dismissed with the apostolic benediction.
This form of worship has been retained, with a
few variations, and is still used, by almost every
class of nonconformists in England. The objections
to it are obvious. It leaves too much to the piety,
and too much to the discretion, of the minister.
Such is human nature, even in its best estate, that
the fervour of the most devout is often cold, and the
zeal of the most ardent is often languid. And when-
ever this occurs, the whole congregation suffer from
their minister’s weakness. On the other hand, it
must be admitted that such a mode of worship, if
conducted by ministers equally eminent for talents
and for piety, is not without its advantages. It
excites a more ready sympathy in the hearer: it is
capable of a more frequent and graceful accommo-

“dation to passing events, and to the ever varying

circumstances, the joys, trials, and temptations, of
the flock; and since it is easier to speak than to
read in a manner at once devout and natural, it
often has an air of more reality. And these are no
mean advantages. Perhaps the perfection of a ritu-
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alistic church would be found between a liturgy cuarrer

rigidly enforced in some of its greater services, and
the free use of unpremeditated acts of worship in
those of a more social character.

The experiment, however, was not successful. The
English divines at Strasburgh, Zurich, and Basle
declined, in succession, the invitations of the newly
formed congregation. They next applied to Knox;
and he with two assistants became their pastor.
But difficulties arose amongst themselves ; for many
of them were attached to the English forms; and
even the fervour and eloquence of Knox himself, the
fiery meteor of the north, did not convince them of
the superior value of extenrporary worship. These
it seems were the majority: they elected Dr.
Cox, who had been tutor to Edward vI., their
minister ; and Knox found himself displaced, and
was required by the government to leave the city.
He retired to Geneva, and immediately gathered
another congregation amongst the English exiles.
But the death of Mary, which happened in the fol-
lowing year, again broke up his flock, and their
pastor was now free to return to his native land,
where a greater work requircd his presence. Mean-
time, however, Cox resigned his pastoral care at
Frankfort, and removed elsewhere ; and the congre-
gation again quarrelled and divided. The magis-
trates were obliged to interfere; for the heat and
scandal occasioned by a handful of strangers became,
they said, intolerable. Once more the minority left
the city; the congregation soon afterwards dis-
persed ; and thus the affair ended. The crowds of
foreigners who hastened to England on the uccession

11

ELIZ.

A.D. 1558.
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of Elizabeth, or who had lived amongst us since the
days of Edward vi., brought with them similar
quarrels, and tempers still more ungovernable.
They were chiefly artisans; persons of inferior edu-
cation and lower rank than the English exiles, and
their conduct is to be judged with more forbearance.
Four thousand of them settled in Norwich; and
John Alasco returned with his flock, a company of
about three hundred, to London. The latter was
sometimes troublesome, but the artificers at Norwich
set no bounds to their contentious violence. There
were several congregations, and each, with its
minister at its head, was in bitter warfare with the
rest. The value of episcopacy, and the reasonable-
ness of a secular head in the national church, might
be learned from the unhappy differences of these
foreigners. Each church was a rival republic; and
when they had nothing to fear from without they
turned their arms against each other. Parkhurst
was then bishop of Norwich, and within a few years
of their settlement in England, in a letter to their
countryman Bullinger, he describes their quarrel as
implacable. ¢“The whole congregation,” he says,
¢ is nearly broken up. The English, I allow, were
somewhat troublesome in Germany ; but if you com-
pare them with these men, they were quietness
itself.”*

But these troubles passed over, and left no serious
consequences. They were, however, the harbingers
of greater and more lasting conflicts, in which the
interests of the church of England were more im-
mediately concerned.

* Aug. 10, 1571.
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The puritans were the extreme party of the re- ciaeres
formation ; and they naturally looked forward to the ___ ™

accession of Elizabeth with sanguine hope. During ELiz
her intolerant sister’s reign, she had suffered much AP
in common with themselves. They had fled from
England, or remained at home at the peril of their
lives; but she too had been a prisoner in fear and
constant apprehension. Her attachment to tho re-
formation was not doubted ; it was supposed indeed
to be in Mary’s sight her one great delinquency;
and she was regarded as a fellow-sufferer for con-
science sake. They expected to find in her a patron
and a friend ; and decp and bitter was their disap-
pointment. However the conduct of the prelates
may be justified that of the queen admits of less
excuse. It committed her to a.course of policy
which embarrassed her through life, led her into
many acts of injustice and not a few of cruelty, and
continues to this day to be the greatest blot on her
otherwise glorious reign. Contrary to her usual
policy, she placed herself in opposition to a large
body of her own subjects; and they, with all their
faults, were loyal and sound at heart. ] It was piti-
ful to see, as years passcd on, the mistress of an
empire setting herself in stern displeasure against
scrupulous conscicnces. Foreigners could not un-
derstand why she who was the champion of the
principles of the reformation wherever they shewed
themselves abroad, should be so nervously sensitive
to their most trifling excesses in England. It is
beyond dispute that she owed much of her reputa-
tion in civil affairs to the singular wisdom of her
privy council. Had she in the first instance de-
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caAFTER ferred with equal grace to her spiritual advisers—

ELIZ.
A. D. 1536,

had she not set at nought the wishes of such men as
Jewel, Grindal, Hom, and Parker, the history of
" the puritans would have been written, if written at
all, more to her advantage. Her accession afforded
an opportunity, such as rarely presents itself, for an
oblivion of the past, and a firm union for the fu-
ture. Unhappily the golden opportunity was lost.
Scarcely an attempt was made to conciliate preju-
dice or to disarm suspicion. At present no venera-
ble usage gave to the obnoxious forms and vest-
ments its mysterious sanctions. A great revolution
had just occurred. The church of England must be
remodelled. The question of its services and vest-
ments came beneath review of necessity ; and it
might have been decided, even had the queen yielded
up her wishes, without exposing her to the humilia-
tion of defeat. At no subsequent period could this
state of things return. The question would soon
involve the disgrace of one of the contending parties;
for those “ho are compelled by acts of force, or
arbitrary laws, to give up the usages which have
become habitual in matters of religion, will always
feel themselves insulted and aggrieved.

The act of uniformity, which passed in the first
year of Elizabeth, may be considered as the point
of time at which the battle was at length joined,
and each of the two parties, the puritans and pre-
latists, assumed its definite position. The act em-
braced two vital questions: the revisal of the prayer-
book, and the compliance hercafter to be rendered
to the forms and ceremonies. With regard to the
book of common prayer, it remained in substance
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the second of two prayer-books issued by king cuAPTER
Edward, namely, that of 16562. The few alterations
in it did not relieve the puritans, nor were they ”"‘fm
meant to do so. With regard to the vestments,
they felt themselves injured afresh; for they were
compelled by a rubric in the revised book to retain
“all such ornaments of the church and ministers as
were in use in the second of king Edward,” the
year in which his first imperfect prayer-book was
put forth, abounding as it did with the traces of
superstition: whereas the second prayer-book of 1552
insisted only on the use of the surplice. This was
much to be deplored; not because the difference
was important between a surplice and a cope, but
because it shewed an unyielding temper. Still
it was for a time uncertain how far conformity
would be rigidly enforced. On the side of the
puritans there was a disposition to receive the
prayer-book as a general directory for public wor-
ship, guiding but not absolutely restraining them.
So far they were disposed to yield; but if it were
to be in every point literally enforced, they held
that in some of its details it was inconvenient and
oppressive, and in others superstitious. As its
enactments were successively urged upon them,
their discontent increased. Each attempt to re-
duce them to an uniform submission only provoked
a fresh resistance. The peace of the church of
England was sacrificed to this demand of rigid uni-
formity. In the works of nature, it was argued,
variety is found to be consistent with unity of pur-
pose, and at the same time productive of the highest
beauty. In religion too there may be real unity
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caaprer bencath outward variety. Why should not one

I

ELIZ.
A, D, 1559,

congregation stand, another sit, another kneel, at
the administration of the Eucharist, without divi-
sion, seeing that Scripture has cnforced no one pos-
ture? Why should not one minister officiate in a
gown, another in a surplicc? A variety of hoods
provokes no quarrel. The church of Rome itself
can accommodate a hundred different tastes with
as many official habits, and sanction all of them.
Why should a reformed church be more precise
and more unbending? But such arguments were
silenced ; mutual exasperations followed ; and the
puritans discovered fresh grievances as the contest
was prolonged. When at last they drew up a
formal statement of their principles, and made in
turn their own demands, the prospect of a recon-
ciliation was more remote than ever. At this early
period a few concessions would have satisfied them,
or placed them so clearly in the wrong that their
cause would have been undermined and lost.
Twenty years later their terms were unreasonable;
they were such as men offer who are sure of suc-
cess, or abandoned to despair. But for this vio-
lence the queen and her advisers are to a great
extent responsible. Gentleness had not been tried ;
the puritans were goaded to desperation, and as
their power increased they began to demand con-
cessions which it was impossible to grant, in a
temper which it was impossible to pass unnoticed.
They too, in their turn, forced upon their oppo-
nents the alternative of conquest or submission ;
and if vanquished, it was not likely in those rugged
times that they should be treated with much for-
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bearance. A deeper spirit of piety would have pro- cuarrer
duced more forbearance on both sides; but it is -
one of the painful lessons of this whole history, %
that men may be much in earncst in defending the

cause of religion and of God, and at the same time
display an evident want of the ordinary virtues of
meekness and forbearance.

The act of uniformity was passed in May, and
came into effect on the 24th of June 15569, though
not without a protest from Heath, archbishop of
York. It not only enacted a rigorous conformity
in the conduct of divine worship and in the habits
worn by the minister, but further empowered the
queen, by the advice of the commissioners or me-
tropolitan, to ordain and publish at her pleasure
further rites or ceremonies, with no other limita-
tion than these words convey ;—* as may be most
for God’s glory, the edifying of his church, and the
due reverence of Christ’s holy mysteries and sacra-
ments,”” The rigorous pressing of this act, says
the great chronicler of puritanism, was the occasion
of all the mischiefs that befel the church for above
eighty years.* It is certain that every disposition
was shewn to enforce the law, and that too little
allowance was made for the scruples of a large body
of dissentients, numbering amongst them, as they
did, not a few of the Lrightest ornaments of the
church. The evils which it was meant to remedy
were no doubt both real and extensive; but the
measure was violent. And it fared with it accord-
ing to the disastrous law which ever governs such

* Neal, i. p. 110.
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caarrez proceedings ; what was conceived with rashness was

IL

ELIZ.
A.D.

carried into effect with obstinate severity.
A convocation of the church was opened at St.

o Paul’s on the 13th day of January 1562, in the

third year of the reign of Elizabeth. The articles
of the church were then agreed upon, although they
did not become law till nine years afterwards: and
the rites and ceremonies of the church came again
under consideration. )

The state of parties, and their relative strength,
at this important crisis, is clearly shewn by the re-
cords of this assembly.

Bishop Sandys (afterwards archbishop of York)
proposed that private baptism, and baptism by
women, should be discontinued; that the use of
the cross in baptism should be disallowed as need-
less and superstitious; and that commissioners
should be appointed to reform the ecclesiastical
laws.

Another paper was presented to the house, con-
taining the following demands: that the psalms
should be sung distinctly by the whole congrega-
tion, and that organs be disused : that ministers
only should baptize, and that without the sign of
the cross: that at the ministration of the Lord’s
supper the posture of kneeling should be left in-
different : that the use of copes and surplices be
abolished, so that all ministers should use “a grave
and comely side garment,” or preaching gown : and
that they should not be compelled to wear such
caps and gowns as the Romish clergy: that the
punishment of those who did not in all things con-
form to the public instructions about ceremonies
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should be mitigated : and lastly that saints’ days caaerer
and festivals in honour of a creature should either __ '™
be abolished, or observed without superstition; so Euz.
that after a morning service oun a festival all men *™™*
might resume their daily pursuits.

This overture bore thirty-three signatures, includ-
ing those of five deans, the provost of Eton, twelve
archdeacons, and fourteen proctors or representa-
tives. But it was not approved.

Another motion followed immediately. It was
to this effect. That all Sundays, and the feasts
which commemorate the events of the Saviour’s
life, be kept holy, and that all other holydays be
abolished : that in all parish churches the minister
in common prayer should turn his face towards the
people, and there read the service distinctly, so that
the people may hear and be edified : that the cross
in baptism be omitted : that kuneeling at the sacra-
ment of the Lord’s supper be left to the discretion
of the minister, *forasmuch as divers communi.
cants are not able to kneel for age and sickness,
and others kneel and knock superstitiously : that
organs should be removed: and that it should
suffice if the minister wore the surplice once, pro-
vided that no minister say service or minister but
in a comely garment or habit.* Unhappily these
moderate proposals were once more rejected.t Of
the members of convocation present there was a
majority ; the numbers being forty-three in favour
of the resolutions, and thirty-five against them.

* Strype, Annals, p. 337. Burnet, Ref. iii. p. 444. Neal, i. p. 143,
+ Heylyn, Hist. Reformation, ii. p. 391. Ecc. Soc. edit. He however
praises the moderation of the cunvocation.
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ouarrER The name of Nowel, dean of St. Paul's, the prolo-

cutor, or speaker of the convocation, appears in

\ g‘-‘:ﬂ favour of this as well as of the previous motion. His

reputation, which even then was great, has suffered
no decay. His catechism (though in part compiled
from that of Calvin*), sanctioned by convocation,
and commended by cotemporary prelates to the
daily study of the clergy, places him high amongst
the divines of England and the defenders of its
church. But the proxies turned the scale, though
by the narrow majority of a single vote—the vote
of one, it was remarked, who was not present
during the discussion. From so trivial a cause
arose momentous consequences. Never was a cast-
ing vote of more grave importance.

Parker, now archbishop of Canterbury, pushed
his slender triumph to the utmost. On his part no
pains were spared to produce an exact obedience:
and the disorders which prevailed in the church
afforded a man not indisposed to wield despotic
power frequent occasions to interfere. A paper
was laid before the queen which describes the
various irregularities which at once provoked his
severities and eluded his authority. They were
such as to demand a remedy, had that remedy been
applied with judgment. But they were not vital:
they touched no doctrine; they approached the

® A reverend and learned friend has called my attention to this state-
ment, the correctness of which he questions. In many points no doubt
Nowel’s catechism differs from Calvin’s, and the latinity is far more clas-
sical. The reformers at home and abroad had so perfect a sympathy
with each other on all great questions of doctrine and church discipline,
that an agrcement may very possibly be casual which scems at first to
indicate that the one had availed himself of the labours of the other.—
Note to second edition.




THE EARLY PURITANS. 47

confines of no heresy. And since gentleness was cnapres

never tried, it is impossible to deny that gentleness =
might have availed where force was foiled. Some 5%
perform the divine service,* so runs the document,
in the chancel ; some in the body of the church,
some in a seat, some in a pulpit with their faces to
the people; some kecp to the order of the book,
some intermix psalms in metre, some say with a
surplice, and some without one. The form and
position of the communion-table was a frequent
scandal. In some places the table stands in the
body of the church, in some places it stands altar-
wise, in others in the middle of the chancel placed
north and south : in some places the table is joined,
in others it stands upon tressels : sometimes covered
with a cloth, in other a naked board. The adminis-
tration of the Lord’s supper was no less irregular.
Some administer the communion with surplice and
cap; some with surplice alone; others with none.
Some with unleavened bread (the lingering remains
of popery), and some with leavened. Some receive
kneeling, others standing, others sitting. Baptism
was variously administered. Some baptize in a
font ; some in a bason. Some sign with the sign
of the cross; others sign not. And the habits of
the ministers were as motley as their conduct.
Some minister in a surplice, others without; some
with a square cap, some with a round cap; some
with a button cap, some with a hat; some in scho-
lar’s clothes, some in others. The queen upon this
issued a letter to the two archbishops dirccting

* Strype, Life of Parker, p. 152.
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them to confer with the ecclesiastical commission ;
to inquire what diversities existed among the clergy
in doctrine, rites, and ceremonies; and to take
effectual methods to reduce them to an exact order
and uniformity. So far as external rites and cere-
monies were concerned, uniformity was at once
secured by the stern command that none hereafter
be admitted to any ecclesiastical preferment who
wero not well disposed, and would not formally
comply with the common order.* The ejection of
many good men immediately followed.

One of the first sufferers was Miles Coverdale,
bishop of Exeter in the reign of Edward vi. On the
accession of Mary he was imprisoned, and escaped
the flames only through the intercession of the king
of Denmark, to whose territories he fled. Return-
ing at Elizabeth’s accession he assisted at the con-
secration of archbishop Parker; but as he disliked
the ceremonies and habits, his bishoprick was not
restored: and the venerable translator of the bible
was suffered to fall into neglect and poverty. When
old and poor he was presented by Grindal bishop of
London. with the small living of St. Magnus near
London-bridge. He had scarcely held his preferment
two years, when he was driven from his parish by
the stringent demand of a rigorous conformity, with
which he could not comply. He died soon after in
1567, at the age of eighty-one:t vast crowds at-
tended his funeral at St. Bartholomew’s near the
Exchange ; from whence, with almost equal reve-
rence, his bones were lately carried (the church

* Neal, vol. i. p. 147. t Strype, Ann. p. 405.
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being taken down) by a posterity not more sensible ciraprer
of his illustrious worth than ashamed of the bar- __™
barous and worse than uscless severity which brought 52
his gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.

Sampson, dean of Christchurch, was one of the
proscribed ; he was somewhat rash and headstrong,
but upon the whole a man of whom Grindal and
Horn attest* that his learning was equal to his piety.
Of the former few traces exist; of the latter an
affecting evidence appears in his own letter to Peter

~ Martyr, on declining the see of Norwich. His friend
Parkhurst, on his own refusal, had been elevated to
the post of honour, and thus the danger of an im-
proper person obtaining the see was, as he remarks,
well provided against. ‘To God Almighty,” he
exclaims, “be the praise.”” Then, after a modest
allusion to * his own unfitness, which he had well
considered,”— I scarcely know how to be suffi-
ciently thankful to the Lord God. Do you, my
father, praise him, and do not cease to pray for me.”
But it was now thought necessary to deprive him of
his deanery for the old offence. He disliked the
habits. And yet of the moderation of the party he
led (and of which Lawrence Humphrey and Lever
were chieftains likewise), it is to be noted, that the
ultra-puritans regarded them as semi-papists, and
would not permit their followers to attend their
preaching. These proceedings greatly distressed the
friends of the reformation abroad. Bullinger espe-
cially wrote in the language of earnest expostulation,
on behalf of Gaulter and himself, addressing his

* To Bullinger and Gaulter, February 6, 1567.
E
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cuaprer letter to bishops Horn, Grindal, and Parkhurst, with

IL

a request that it might be communicated to Jewel,

euz. - Sandys, and Pilkington. The letter is short, but

A.D. 1566,

" full of deep feeling. “We exhort you, reverend
sirs, and very dear brethren, to have respect to faith-
ful ministers and learned men. They have their own
feelings : whence the apostle has instructed us to
bear one another’s burdens. Your authority can
effect much with her most serene highness the queen.
Prevail on her majesty to grant that these worthy
brethren may be reconciled and restored. ... Fare-
well, reverend sirs, and may the Lord bless both you
and your labours, .. ..again and again farewell.”*
At the same time theScotch ministers remonstrated
on behalf of ¢ divers of their dearest brethren in
England, who are deprived and forbidden to preach”
on account of the vestments. Their letter contains
some sharp expressions about the * Romish rags,”
the * vain trifles,” and the *dregs of the Romish
beast.” Still they deplore, they say, the vehemence
with which the dispute was carried on on both sides,
and entrcat the bishops and pastors to whom they
write to shew more forbearance.t The church in
Scotland was now assuming its presbyterian form,
and it is honourable to the Scottish clergy that,
surrounded as they were with danger and perplexity,
they had sympathy, if nothing more, for their
brethren in England.

The church of England could ill spare such men
at any time. Nor were these the only victims. The
venerable John Foxe shared in Coverdale’s disgrace.

* Zurich Letters, i. p. 356.
t The letter is printed by Neal, Appendix, vol. i.
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He too had narrowly escaped the flames by a volun- cuserer
tary exile. But he lived to return. He placed the ™

church of England under greater obligations than
any writer of his age, and had his recompence in an
old age of poverty and shame.* It would be no ex-
aggeration to affirm that his immortal work, the acts
and monuments of prétestant martyrs and confessors,
has done for three hundred years more and better
service in our conflicts with the papacy than the
countless volumes of all other writers, great as their
worth may be. Nor were his writings undervalued
even then; they were often chained up in the
chancel of the parish church by the side of the
homilies and the English bible, (where some of them
may still be seen) that all might learn the ground of
the secession from popery as well as the doctrines
of the true faith : bishops and archdeacons were in-
structed to place a copy in the great chamber of
their houses, taking care that it should be accessible
to their guests and to their household and domestic
servants: thus the book of martyrs stood amongst
the high authentic rccords of our church while its
venerable author yet lived.+ Perhaps no historian
since the revival of letters has gained a popularity

ELIZ.
A. D, 1568.

" ® Fuller, Ch. Hist. ii. p. 475.

t The Liber Canonorum, issued 1571 by archbishop Parker, commands
the churchwardens to provide only a large bible, a book of public prayers,
and the homilies. Erasmus’s commentary had been already ordered. All
archbishops and bishops, however, within the province of Canterbury, are
required to place in the halls of their houses or in the great chamber, so
that even the guests and servants of the house may freely peruse it, the
whole book of martyrs; plenam illam historiam quee inscribitur JMonyu-
menta Martyrum. Each archdeacon is also instructed, amongst other
books, especially toghave in bis possession the book of martyrs: et libros
alios et nomivatim eos qui inscribuntur Monumenta Martyrum. Liber
Canonorum, printed by John Day, London, 1571.

E2
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so sudden and yet so extensive and so enduring.
Elizabeth herself, it is said, held him in high esteem,
and spoke of him with affection as * her father Foxe.”
Still his offence was unpardonable. He “ scrupled
the habits,”—a significant expression then com-
mon—and was reduced to poverty. In his old age
he complains even of the want of clothes. Atlength
he was presented to a small prebend in the cathe-
dral church of Salisbury, in possession of which he
died.

‘Whenever extreme counsels are adopted, one sure
consequence is that not only the timid but the aged,
that is the wise and thoughtful, retire from the
scene of tumult. It was thus with the fathers of
the reformation as the conflict with the puritans in-
creased. They were amazed to find in their old age,
that with the children ofthe reformation and amongst
their own countrymen, lay their greatest trials.
Assailed by popery on the one hand and by the
ultra-puritans upon the other, and obliged to defend
from the pulpit ceremonies to which he was known
to be averse, Jewel declares that he would gladly
have resigned his mitre, and retired once more a
willing exile to lay his bones in a foreign land.
Other bishops express in confidential letters the
same distress. They were ready to abandon all,
they said, but the gospel for the sake of peace.

Amongst the great body of the puritans, a similar
change took place. New men appeared upon the
stage, the advocates of principles hitherto scarcely
known in England. The infection spread; a spirit
violent and discontented, ‘“a zeal for discord,”
seized the multitude. They no longer asked for a
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comprehension, or sought for toleration. Their de- casrrez

mands extended to an ecclesiastical revolution, and ___ ™"

that of the most sweeping character. ELIZ.

. . A.D. 1566

The violence of some of the early puritans, adopt-

ing a view of the subject most favourable to them-

selves, is to be thus explained. Just escaped from

the iron grasp of popery, they had yet to discover

the terms and true conditions under which freedom

can be enjoyed. If tyranny has its dungeons, even:

liberty has her cautions and restraints. Freedom is

not licentiousness, nor independence the right of in-

cessant outrage upon institutions which the majority

respect. But these familiar lessons they had yet to

learn ; for experience alone teaches them, and expe-

rience they had none. Their triumphs and virtues

were their own : their excesses they shared in com-

mon with every party, civil or religious, who, after

long oppression, rise upon a sudden to the possession,

or even the prospect, of unbounded power. However

just the occasion of it may have been, every great

revolution in the history of mankind repeats the

warning that excess and violence, and the madness

of the people, will, for a time, succced to the forced

repose of despotism, as the thunderstorm follows the

deep silence in which all nature had mourned the

oppression of intolerable heat. The severity of the

church party finds its excuse in the same considera-

tions. It was taken by surprise. Its leaders were

wise and learncd, and the page of history was fami-

liar to them; but they had overlooked this impor-

tant lesson, and were unprepared for the crisis when

it arrived ; as, in one form or other, arrive it must.

They were alarmed ; and no severity equals that of
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cnaprzr men who are themselves afraid. And they are en-

ELIZ
AD. 1

titled to the benefit of this further consideration ;
they had becn brought up in a school of hardship :
** and suffering enoenders impatience. The doctrines
of the chmch of Rome they had repudiated : its
intolerant spirit neither they mnor their opponents
had yet unlearned.

Under the common name of puritans were com-
prised, at this time, all those, except the Romish
party, who were dissatisfied with the state of things
in the church recently established. Thus the most
discordant principles were ranged together under
the same banner ; for it is the misfortune of a new
party that its boundaries are not yet defined, and
that agreement upon a few leading points is received
with too much readiness as a test of general fidelity.
In time, however, this motley host, by successive
desertions, fell away, and dissolved itself; and puri-
tanism became the title of one section only, but still
the most numerous and powerful, of the body of
which it had previously been composed. The seceding
minoritics became at length dissenters from the
church. The puritans, properly so called, remained
in communion with it till the unhappy days of
Charles 1. and archbishop Laud. It is necessary to
bear these distinctions in mind, not less for the sake
of truth, than that the history of the puritans may
be clearly understood. It is not by any means the
history of English dissent, with which it has been
generally confounded ; although it is true that the
origin of our early non-conformity is closely con-
nected with it, and will frequently demand at-
tention.
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The extravagance displayed by some who still cuarrer
bore the name of puritans, almost defics exaggera- "
tion. Every form of church government,-and every |
distortion of christian doctrine, had for a while its
boisterous advocates. Some would have rejected all
those orders in the ministry which had been known
in the church of Rome, as well as their names or
titles. 1t was enough that Rome had her bishops,
priests, and deacons—the names and offices were to
be for ever abolished in the church of Christ. Others
were for the demolition of all parish churches, not
to mention abbey churches and cathedrals ; for they
had been polluted with idols and were unclean;
and no lustrations could purge them from defile-
ment. Many passed through enthusiasm to un-
belief and atheism, or back again to the church of
Rome. Others rejected all authority—save only
what was self-imposed and of their own creating.

Of the more sober of this extrcme class of puri-
tans, various congregations were formed from time
to time and upon different models. In the year
15668 four or five ministers openly separated in
London, and became the pastors of a considerable
flock. They assembled stealthily at first in private .
houses, in the fields, in ships upon the river. They
administered the sacraments, ordained elders and
ministers, and excommunicated delinquents of their
own body. The qucen in vain threatened them with
the loss of the freedom of the city, a penalty amount-

. ing to civil excommunication in those days, for the
first offence, and severer punishment afterwards
unless they returned to their parish churches. They
still assembled, and gaining courage with the in-

ELIZ.
.D. 1568.
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cuapree crease of their numbers, they hired the Plumbers’
. __Hall. Here the sheriff surprised a body of a hun-
ELz. dred, and carried them to prison. The next day
o they were brought before the lord mayor, Grindal
bishop of London, the dean of Westminster, and
others. A long and angry discussion took place in

the court. Grindal spoke with kindness, and the
lord mayor endeavoured to conciliate. * You go,”

said one of the prisoners to the bishop (habited)
¢like a mass priest.” ‘Yousee me wear a cope or

a surplice,” answered Grindal, gently, “at Paul’s.

I had rather minister without these things, but for
order’s sake and obedience to the prince.” ¢ Your
garments are accursed,” was the reply of Nickson,
another of the party. ¢ Good people,” said the lord
mayor, “I cannot talk learnedly with you, but I
will persuade you the best I can. The queen hath

not established these things for any holiness’ sake,

but only for civil order and comeliness ; as aldermen

are known by their tippets, and judges by their
gowns.” ‘Iven so, my lord,” answered Nickson,

‘““as the alderman is known by his gown and tippet,

so by this apparel, that these men do now wear,
were the papist mass priests known from other
men.” Their service was conducted after the
Genevan usage ; and they presented the book which

had been drawn up by the English exiles to the
bishop, declaring that they were ready to do pen-
ance at St. Paul’s cross if he, or the commissioners

who sat with him, could prove that it contained
anything contrary to the word of God. Grindal
admitted that in that respect the Geneva book was
“not to be reproved,” and he took occasion to
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ask the prisoners in return, whether they would cuarrer

submit themselves to the judgment of Bullinger, of
Beza, or even of the whole church of Geneva. This
they refused to do. ¢ They reverenced the learned
in Geneva and in other places, but did not build
their religion and faith upon them.” One of them
exclaimed, that he thought both prince and people
ought to obey the word of God. To this the bishop
assented, with the reservation, that in things indif-
ferent, which God had neither forbidden nor com-
manded, princes had authority in the church to order
and command. But this wasin fact the question at
issue, and several of the prisoners cried out, * Prove
that. Where find you that?”’ The business ended with
the committal of a considerable number of both men
and women to Bridewell. Here they lay a year and
upwards glorying in their cause; and diffusing their
principles among those who now viewed them with
the reverence due to martyrs and confessors by
means of circular letters, which they addressed in
apostolic form  to all the brethren that believed in
Christ.” At length they werc rcleased,—twenty-
four men and seven women,—through the bishop’s
intercession, by an order from the lords in council.
_As a punishment or as a caution this act of despo-
tism, for it was a rigour beyond the law, was equally
impolitic.*

The demands of the extreme puritans are thus
summed up by Sandys, bishop of London, in a letter
addressed to Bullinger, about this time, in which he
expresses deep concern at the growing violence of

* Strype’s Life of Grindal, p. 135,

1L
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the party, and great apprehension of the conse-
quences.”

“New orators,” he says, “are rising up from
among us; foolish young men who despise autho-
rity and admit of no superior. They are seeking the
complete overthrow and uprooting of the whole of
our ecclesiastical polity ; and striving to shape out
for us I know not what new platform of a church.
That you may be better acquainted with the whole
matter, accept this summary of the question at
issue, reduced under certain heads.

1. The civil magistrate has no authority in eccle-
siastical matters. He is only a member of the church;
the government of which ought to be committed to
the clergy.

11. The Church of Christ admits of no other
government than that by presbyteries: viz., by the
minister, elders, and deacon.

111. The names and authority of archbishops,
archdeacons, deans, chancellors, commissaries, and
other titles and dignities of the like kind, should be
altogether removed from the church of Christ.

1v. Each parish should have its own presbytery.

v. The choice of ministers of necessity belongs to
the people.

v1. The goods, possessions, lands, revenues, titles,
honours, authoritics, and all other things relating
either to bishops or cathedrals, and which now of
right belong to them, should be taken away forth-
with and for ever.

vil. No one should be allowed to preach who is

* Zurich Letters, i. p. 294.
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not a pastor of some congregation; and he ought cuaprer

to preach to his own flock exclusively, and no where —

ELIZ.
else. A.D. 1568,

viit. The infants of papists are not to be bap-
tized.

IX. The judicial laws of Moses are binding upon
christian princes, and they ought not in the slightest
degrce to depart from them.,”

This concise statement, which we have chosen
for its brevity, agrees with various documents and
manifestoes issued from time to time by the ultra-
puritans themselves, and may be received as a vera-
cious record of their intentions.

Whatever might be the merits of the presbyterian
form of church government, it is evident that it
could have been introduced at this time into Eng-
land only through the direful process of a revolu-
tion, attended probably with civil war. The pres-
byterian church was not to be supplementary to the
episcopal. It was to sweep it from the nation, and
to erect itself upon its ruins. The scheme was, to
overthrow the church which then existed in the
land, and to supplant it with another: for the
puritans, even those of the most extreme opinions,
clung to the principle of an established church with
as much devotion, and far more unanimity, than
they adhered to the model of a presbyterian one.
On the latter point there were already many shades of
difference ; on the former there were none. In thus
asserting the claims of presbyterianism, not merely
as a system to be tolerated, but to be established
and made national, they placed themselves in an
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crarrer attitude of defiance to the law; and they invoked

IL

ELIZ.
A.D. 1568.

the hostility both of laity and clergy, whose rights
and property they proposed to treat with so little
respect. Patrons of livings, and corporate bodies,
were of course alarmed; and their hostility was
soon inveterate. It was now a mixed question,
partly religious, but in many of its bearings secular
and political. Thus it came to pass—and very
much, it must be admitted, from their own extra-
vagance—that the puritans were regarded in the
court of Elizabeth, not as men of scrupulous minds,
but as a party ill affected to the state. And in fact
the triumph of their principles was at length fatal
to the constitution, as, in its recoil, it was fatal to

i themselves. The misfortune was that the whole

body of the puritans was involved in the disgrace
which belonged only to a few. Under one name
all were included ; Foxe and Nickson, Jewel and
his revilers; although they had nothing else in
common than a dislike to a few ceremonies of the
church.

The last article, in which the judicial laws of
Moses are maintained to bind christian princes,
was pregnant with vast and perilous results. As
a theological dogma it was utterly untenable by a
party who held, and justly gloried in, the evangeli-
cal doctrines of the new.testament. But it took
deep root in the minds of the puritans; and when
for a time they seized the reins of government in
the succeeding century, they applied it with terrible
effect. In peaceful times it was a dry question of
theology—a discussion for divines and casuists:
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but in civil war it was the shrill clang of a trum- cnaerer

pet which summoned armies of enthusiasts to the
work of unrelenting slaughter. It was this mis-
taken notion which sanctified crime and made re-
venge appear a christian virtue.

II.

ELIZ,
A.D. 1568,
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CHAPTER III.

_ a.p. 1565—1575.

IN 1572 a presbyterian church was formed, and

a meeting-house erected, at Wandsworth in Surrey.*

EL1Z.
A.D. 1572.

Field, the lecturer of Wandsworth, was its first
minister ; and several names of consideration with
the puritans, including those of Travers and Wilcox,
were amongst its founders. The step was a decisive,
and under all the circumstances, a daring one. The
court resided in the adjoining parish of Richmond,
and would not fail to regard the proceeding with
indignation ; while the river Thames, on the banks
of which Wandsworth stands, and which was at
that time the highway of communication even for
the higher classes of society, brought it under
the immediate observation of the metropolis. The
bishop of London gave information to the govern-
ment, and the queen issued a proclamation enjoin-
ing compliance with the act of uniformity. The
conventicle—for by this obnoxious term such as-
semblages were now designated—was immediately
suppressed ; though after a while it re-appeared ;
and in a retired court-yard in this suburban village

* Neal, vol. i. p. 237.
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there yet stands a meeting-house, the representative cuarrrr

of the modest structure which once gave note to
England that a division had taken place among her
sons which, alas, was never to be healed.

Other presbyteries were formed in other parts of
the kingdom ; and numerous secret meetings were
held besides in private houses, which gave more
alarm to the government, or at least a stronger
pretext for severity. The Romish party who still
thronged the court did not lose their opportunity.
They insinuated into the ear of the queen that these
troubles were merely the legitimate fruits of the
reformation, and such as they had all along fore-
seen. Even moderate men began to express anxiety.
And to meet the danger the high court of commis-
sion was put in motion.

This tribunal, which proved so disastrous both to
church and state, had been crcated by a clause in
the act of supremacy in the first year of Elizabeth.
It empowered the queen and her successors, by
their letters patent under the great seal, to autho-
rize, whenever they thought fit, and for as long a
period as they pleased, a commission of persons, lay
or clerical, to exercise all manner of jurisdiction
under the quecn and her successors in spiritual
things; namely, “to order, visit, reform, and re-
dress, all heresies, errors, schisms, abuses, con-
tempts, offences, and enormities whatsoever.” The
only limitations were, that the commissioners must
be born subjects of the realm, and that in the cxer-
cise of their functions they should have no power to
determine anything to be heresy but what had been
adjudged to be so by the authority of the canonical

L

ELIZ.
A.D. 1572.
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cuaprer scripture, or by the first four general councils, or

U any of them, or by any other general council,

apt% wherein the same was declared heresy by the ex-

press and plain words of canonical scripture. These

were ample powers, and capable of being used with

terrible effect. But another clause extended their

jurisdiction to the restraint of heresies not yet de-

fined, possibly not yet in existence ;—namely, such

as parliament with the consent of the convocation

might hereafter in their wisdom place in the dark
catalogue of spiritual felonies.

Of this commission, as of its twin sister the star
chamber, it is difficult to determine whether it
inflicted more suffering on the puritans or more
infamy on their opponents. Onme of its first acts
was the violent suppression of the presbyterian
meeting at Wandsworth. Its subsequent labours
were of the same character. It always proceeded
upon the principle that the conscience might be,
and ought to be, coerced by the dread of punish-
ment ; that the inner man would yield its inde-
pendence to the tyranny of pain and torture: a
suicidal principle in any state into which the first
gleam of light has once penetrated ; and fatal to all
integrity in the subject, because it places him in
the alternative of slave or rebel. It implies condi-
tions under which rational government can as little
exist as christian liberty or integrity of mind and
conduct. An Italian brought up in dread of the
inquisition, may be an honest papist; but his ho-
nesty has not been tried; he has never dared to
think and to inquire: it is the honesty of ignorance,
if not of fear. The opinions of such a man are of
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no importance. It is impossible to say that if he cnaprer
were not a papist he would not be an atheist. He__I'"
is a son of the church because he is unenquiring Euiz.
and a slave. Such is the conformity that severity *™ "
can effect. And yet the high court of commission

was not looked upon at first with the indignation it
deserved ; nor were its ill consequences foreseen.

The limits assigned to its power point out the in-
tention of its authors; and had it been possible to
confine its operation within them, it would have
presented nothing more obnoxious than many other
legislative enactments of the same age. It would
have been inquisitorial and arbitrary, but not more

so than the spirit of the times allowed. Many
statutes of the sixteenth century might be pro-
duced, which are drawn up in the same spirit: and by
comparison with these it would seem that no inten-
tional injustice or oppression was designed. The
laws affecting the labouring classes, for example,
were both arbitrary and horribly severe. They were
liable to be dragged forth even at the caprice of a
constable and subjected as ‘ rogues and vagabonds”

to a punishment which we should now consider too
monstrous to be inflicted under any circumstances.
Refusing to work for ¢ such wages as were com-
monly given” constituted an offence which exposed

the culprit to branding, whipping, slavery, trans-
portation, and death.* Carelessness in the state-
ment of principles, severity in punishing all offences
alike, and a pedantic accuracy in unimportant de-
tails, was the characteristic of an age just bursting

into the first life of free institutions. But after

* See Statutes of the 5th, 14th, and 39th Elizabeth.
F
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cHAPTER these admissions the painful truth remains un-

1.

ELYZ.
A.D. 1.

touched: the high cowrt of commission aimed,
whaico with design or otherwise, a dc2dly wound
upen our civil and religious liberties ; azd while it
existed it was equally inconsistent with both.

It was impossible that a body of commissioners
so chosen, and armed with despotic power, should
long be restrained within the proposed limits—the
precincts of holy scripture or the wider range of the
first four general councils. If the appeal were to
scripture, who must decide the meaning of a doubt-
ful text but themselves? if to one or all of the
councils, who but they must challenge the true

‘construction of its decrees? and with regard to

heresy when the scriptures and the councils had
been consulted, and still a doubt remained (as in
the breast of one of the two parties, the judges or
the accused, it must always remain), who but the
court itself was to determine the nature and boun-
daries of the crime? Heresy is the denial, not of
the authority of any particular church, but of the
truth on which the catholic church is built, and
upon which salvation depends. Yet, in the judg-
ment of the church party and of not a few of the
puritans, anabaptists were heretics of the worst
kind, and those who denied the necessity or validity
of infant baptism, however orthodox on other points,
are constantly classed by writers of this period with
donatists, infidels, and atheists; while, in return,
deadly superstition—something worse, if possible,
than heresy itself—is charged by the anabaptists
against the church and prelates. Both sides, then,
appealed to holy scripture, and both admitted that
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the first four councils threw but little light upon a
controversy which was indeed of a much later date.
It was therefore impossible that the anabaptist
could acquicsce in the justice of the court; for the
meaning of the text of scripture on which he was
condemncd, was the very point at issue. If the
high commission could indeced convince him that
its interprctation was right, ho ceased to be an
anabaptist ; if it failed in this, he could only regard
himself as a martyr. And were the voice of the
councils ever so explicit, still the spirit of reveren-
tial confidence in God’s word, which the reformation
had diffused, had already brought their authority
into question even with the learned. ¢ Gencral
councils,” so taught the episcopal divines in their
own article of the church, recently set forth, *may
err and have erred.” IIow prepostcrous then to
appeal to their decisions as final on a question
affecting the conscience nay the life of a fellow-
citizen; and the more so as their aid would chiefly
be invoked when the voice of holy scripture was
felt to be insufficient! Besides, when controver-
sialists are inflamed with passion, it is ever to be
dreaded that each side will deal in these bitter ex-
aggerations. And thus the lesser fault of schism is,
by the opposing party, magnified into heresy; and
those whose worst crime is ignorance or obstinacy
are punished as heretics with unreasonable severity.

To these objections the high commission was
open from the first ; and as if no means were to be
neglected of bringing its proceedings into discredit,
it made itsclf infamous by the mode in which its
judicial examinations were conducted. Delinquents

F2
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were put upon their oath, and then compelled to
criminate themselves. Numbers suffered thus;
convicted solely upon their own extorted evidence.
Others refused to take the oath; but these again
were punished for contempt. From the meshes of
this detestable inquisition there was no escape.
Notwithstanding these severities, or perhaps in
no small degree as their consequence, puritanism
continued to increase; for the persecution which
does not exterminate a religious party never fails
to strengthen it. And while the cause was gaining
strength in London, it was taking firm root in the
great seats of learning. The universitics had not
yet forgotten the lessons or the example of their
great professors Bucer and Peter Martyr. But it
was at Cambridge that their principles made the
greatest progress. Here the surplice question was
revived, and the university was distracted. A uni-
versity is a mimic state; and plunging into the
discussion of great questions it seldom fails, with
more learning, to bring less practical good sense
and temper to the consideration of them ; for the
field is too narrow, and the vehemence too much
compressed. Oxford in the previous century had
been convulsed with metaphysical tumults. Nomi-
nalists and realists contended at first with syllo-
gisms then with blows and bloodshed; and Cam-
bridge was now to be scarcely less disturbed,
though, on a question it must be owned, of far
greater moment. St. John’s college was at that
time the most flourishing in the university, and it
was warmly attached to the principles of the refor-
mation. On the accession of queen Mary, the
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master and twenty-four fellows, with several scho- cmarrer
lars, resigned, rather than conform to the renovated i
superstitions. On the accession of Elizabeth, Dr. /'
Pilkington was chosen master, and soon afterwards se—s.
he was raised to the bishopric of Durham. His
works testify at once to his detestation of Romish
superstitions and to his wisdom and piety: in his
will he desires to be buried “with as few popish
ceremonies as may be, or vain cost.” He had been
one of the exiles at Zurich and Geneva, and on his
return to England assisted in the revision of the
book of common prayer; and when a solemn com-
memoration was held at Cambridge in memory of
Martin Bucer and Paulus Fagius, to obliterate the
indignities offered to their remains, which had been
dug up and burnt in the reign of Mary, he pro-
nounced the funeral oration. His latest biographer
sums up his character in few but weighty words:
¢ A zealous protestant, bishop Pilkington possessed
in an eminent degree that rare judgment and mode-
ration which are the characteristics of our early
English reformers.” *

It was in this college that a resolute opposition
first appeared against the imposition of the vest-
ments. In the absence of the master Dr. Long-
worth, Dr. Pilkington’s successor, the students and
fellows to the number of three hundred laid aside
‘their hoods and surplices. In Trinity college the
example was followed with but three exceptions;
and the smaller colleges were preparing to act in
the same manner, when a violent storm arose, and
Cecil, the queen’s secretary, admonished them in no

¢ Prof. Scholefield: Life prefixed to Pilkington’s Works, P. S. ed.
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cuarrer gentle terms to resume the discarded habits. Cecil
"™ was then chancellor of the university.

Bl The university remonstrated. A letter was ad-

ues—7s. dressed to Cecil by the heads of houses and pro-

fessors, imploring him to intercede with the queen.

It is dated November 26, 1565. ¢ A report,” say

they, “has reached us that, for the future, all

scholars of this university will be forced to return

to the old popish habits. This is daily mentioned

to us by a great multitude of pious and learned men,

who affirm in their consciences that they think every

ornament of this kind is unlawful; and, if the in-

tended proclamation is enforced, they will be brought

into the greatest danger. Lest our university should

be forsaken, we think it is one of our first duties to

acquaint you with this condition of ourselves and of

our brethren. And by these letters we most humbly

beg, as well from your wisdom as from your credit

and favour with the queen’s majesty, that you would

intercede with her to withhold a proclamation of

this kind. For, as far as we can see, there can be no

danger or inconvenience in exempting us from this

burden : but, on the contrary, we very much fear

that it will prove a hindrance to the preaching of the
gospel and to learning.”*

This letter was signed, amongst others, by the
masters of Trinity and St. John’s; by Hutton,
master of Pembroke hall and afterwards archbishop
of York ; and, which more concerns the reader who
would trace the conduct and motives of the chief
actors in the story, by John Whitgift, then Lady

* Strype, Life of Parker, Appendix.
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Margaret professor of divinity, soon afterwards cmapres

successively master of Pembroke hall and Trinity ™™

college, and at length, on the death of archbishop =\

Grindal, his successor to the see of Canterbury. 1565~75.
A spirit so anxious and dissatisfied and yet so

powerful, was not likely long to want a leader. It

soon found one in all respeets equal to the task; a

man whose name belongs to history; and to whose

importance in the events which we are about to re-

late, an equal testimony is given in the unbounded

eulogy of his admirers, and the less pardonable

rancour of his foes. THoMAS CARTWRIGHT,* of whom

we speak, is one of the few men whose life and per-

sonal character still interest posterity after a lapse

of nearly three hundred years, and angry writers

have not yet ceased by turns to defend and assail

his memory. The heroes in Homer did not contend

more fiercely for the dead body of Patroclus than

the authors of each succceding age, themselves the

representatives of great principles and powerful

parties, have fought for the reputation of this great

puritan divine. Cartwright was a scholar of St.

John’s, diligent and successful ; when the accession

of queen Mary and thc apprehension of coming

danger dispersed that learned and heartily protestant

body, he retired into obscurity and entered upon the

study of the law. On the dcath of Mary he returned

to St. John’s. Dr. Pilkington, the new master,

esteemed him highly, and promoted his advance-

ment ; for which an amusing old writer reviles him

* The facts of Cartwright’s life are chiefly taken from Brooke’s Life of
Cartwright : from the opinions of this writer T find reason to ditfer on
many points ; the facts are collected, on the whole, with care.
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© cuapren as “ a zealous puritan out of whose school proceeded

111,

Cartwright and others.” But the master of St.

ELIZ. - John’s was not peculiar in his regards. The year

A.D,

155, after his re-admission he was chosen fellow, and so

rapidly did his reputation grow that in three years
he removed to the recent, but already magnificent,
foundation of Trinity college, the princely rival of
St. John’s, and here he was at once elected a senior
fellow.

The young queen had paid a visit to the univer-
sity in 156+, where she was entertained in the morn-
ing with scholastic exercises, at night with comedies
and plays. The most learned men were selected to
dispute before her in the schools; and Cartwright
was chosen to sustain a leading part. The queen took
leave of the university in a latin speech. She ap-
proved of all the disputants, but most of Dr. Preston,
who is said to have been a man of elegance and
taste, while Cartwright is described as unhewn and
awkward. It would be an amusing, were it not a
painful, instance of the asperity of Cartwright’s
opponents, that to this trivial circumstance (and yet
one so natural to a young and accomplished lady)
they have ascribed, without pretending further evi-
dence, his estrangement for the remainder of his
life from the church party. He became a puritan
to avenge himself on doctor Preston.

In 1569, Cartwright was chosen Lady Margaret
professor of divinity, and gave lectures on the Acts
of the apostles. They created the greatest interest,
and were listened to with admiration: when he
preached at St. Mary’s church the windows were
removed for the sake of the crowds who were com-
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pelled to stand without. The university of Cam- cnaerer
bridge must have been strangely unlike itself, if __ "
such a reputation could be made, much less sus- ELIz.
tained, by one who possessed none but superficial 10t
acquirements. The taste of the age was it is true «—
theological.  Divinity was a science in which all en-
deavoured to excel ; among courtiers and gentlemen
it was an accomplishment; with divines a profes-
sion ; at the bar a collateral branch of law. This
may explain the extent and enthusiasm of Cart-
wright’s triumph ; but it suggests too the difficulty
of achieving it.

His sentiments as a puritan were not concealed
in his divinity lectures and sermons. The opposi-
tion which he must have foreseen, even if he did not
court it, soon arose ; and Whitgift was his earliest
antagonist. What Cartwright preached before the
university on one Sunday Whitgift, from the same |
pulpit, refuted on the next. Each of them is said to
have been listened to with vast applause; if so, we
can easily infer the tumult and insubordination
which prevailed at Cambridge; and the uncasiness
of those in power. Whitgift had now abandoned
his early principles; which, as we have seen, leaned
in favour of the puritans. This has been an un-
pardonable crime with some historians. But those
who are not satisfied that history should always be
the drudge of faction, will not be displeased with
the suggestion that young men of ardent minds are
not to be too harshly dealt with if they live to re-
pudiate some of the sentiments with which they
first entered upon public life. Through a long
carecr Whitgift was consistent afterwards; and we
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caarrer find no difficulty in admitting that, in such times,

1l

he may have had what appeared to him, at least,

ELiz.  gufficient reasons to justify his conduct. It is true,

A. D,

wes—rs, that his course led to high preferment, and Cart-

wright’s to a life of suffering; a difference which
compels us to give our sympathy in Cartwright’s
favour, but not our judgment; unless indeed it
could be shewn that Whitgift was influenced by
dishonourable motives. Archbishop Grindal too
appears amongst his opponents. He was for deal-
ing with ¢ this unhappy faction,” he says, ¢ with all
expedition, as people fanatical and incurable.”
‘Whether this scheme for their recovery were wise
or not, it was not wanting in decision. ‘In my
opinion, under your lordships’ correction,” writing
to the lords of the council, ¢ it were not amiss that
six of the most desperate of them should be sent to

. the common gaol at Cambridge ; and six likewise to

Oxford, and some others of them to other gaols,
as to your wisdoms shall be thought expedient "’ 1*
We remark with pain, in reviewing these events,
the facility with which men who espoused a fresh
party were always ready to turn their keenest wea-
pons upon that from which they had just withdrawn.
It seems as if no sense of shame existed; or as if
the remembrance of the past was obliterated with
every change of principle. But it was still a bar-
barous age; and the restraints of civilized life were
but imperfectly acknowledged. It is strange that
Whitgift and Grindal should have behaved with
severity to Cartwright, since they themselves had
deeply shared in his early scruples, and to a recent

* Remains, p. 319. P.S. ed.
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period had been his associates in disgrace. But cnarrer
they were not singular. We have seen that Cran- "
mer and Ridley had consented to Hooper’s imprison- =%
ment, upon a difference so trifling that they were se—n.
prepared on his release to admit him forthwith to a
share in the episcopate itself. Lord Bacon, at a still
later period, coarscly reviled his benefactor the earl
of Essex at the tribunal before which he was vainly
pleading for his life. Such was the habit of the
times. The delicacy of feeling which belongs to a
refined state of society, and a lofty standard of pri-
vate morals, was then, and long afterward, almost
unknown.
Archbishop Grindal applied to Cecil, as chancellor
of the university, to exert himself that Cartwright
should either be silenced or expelled. The matter
was laid before the vice-chancellor and the heads of
houses, and the immediate consequence was the
refusal of his doctor’s degree; then his suspension
from the professorship of divinity. The chancellor
scems to have Dbehaved with great moderation.
Having considered the affair, he says, with much
¢ deliberation and meekness,”’ his conclusion was
that Cartwright, ‘““not from arrogance or any ill
design,” but as “the reader of the scriptures, had
given notes, by way of comparison, between the
orders of the ministry and the times of the apostles,
and the present times of this church of England.”
He therefore thought it sufficient to prohibit him
from reading on those ‘“ nice questions,” and he also
wrote to him a kind letter of caution and advice.
Cartwright, however, was deprived of his profes-
sorship, and forbidden to preach in the university,
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caaerer through the influence of Dr. Whitgift, now vice-

nr

ELIZ.
A.D.

chancellor.* And against this proceeding, severe
as it was, there is little to object, except the un-

us—s. seemly haste and superfluous bitterness displayed by

Whitgift and his friends. They have been severely
blamed,t because, without appealing to the autho-
rity of the scriptures, they thought it sufficient to
assert that Cartwright’s doctrines were contrary to
the religion established by public authority, and on
that account alone to demand a recantation of them.
Had the university been nothing more than an open
arena of political and theological controversialists,
where all comers were at equal liberty to maintain
their sentiments, their conduct would indeed have
been unjust. But this was not the case. And in
what country could such a community exist with
safety ; or what could such a university become even
in quiet times, except a school of uproar and sedi-
tion ? The nation had determined upon a certain
ecclesiastical constitution, with respect to which the
duties of the universities, and more especially those
of their theological professors, were perfectly well
defined. They were to educate the youth of Eng-
land in accordance with its laws,—its fundamental
constitution,—both in church and state. However
imperfect the church established by law might be,
and however wise and perfect Cartwright’s project
of reformation, it was still impossible that any cor-
porate society which was not already quivering on
the verge of revolution, or profoundly wanting in
self-respect, could tolerate a professor who lectured
upon the duty of overthrowing the church whose

¢ Paul’s Life of Whitgift, p. 16.  t Brooke’s Cartwright, passim.
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sons and members he had undertaken to instruct.
What church, what party, not utterly indifferent
to all truth and all fixed opinions, has ever tolerated
such a proceeding ? Cartwright, if dissatisfied,
should have at once retired, and challenged other
hearers than his pupils, and upon some other tilting-
ground than the fenced enclosures of a university.
If there was a want of forbearance in his opponents,
we must admit in this instance the want of high
integrity in Cartwright.

His sentiments, committed to writing by himself,
and submitted to the university in his own defence,
included the following propositions. That the names
and functions of archbishops and archdeacons ought
to be abolished. That the existing ministers of the
church, namely, bishops, priests, and deacons, ought
to be reduced to the apostolical institution, (mean-
ing that bishops, as a third order in the church,
should be abolished,) and that presbyters only should
remain to preach the word of God, and to pray;
and deacons to be employed in taking care of the
poor. That every church ought to be governed by
its own ministers and presbyters. That no man
ought to solicit, or be a candidate for, the ministry.
And that ministers ought to be openly and fairly
chosen by the people. “To cffect this reformation,”
he concludes, ‘“every one ought to labour in his
calling ; the magistrate by his authority, the mi-
nister by the word, and all by their prayers.”*

But how was this reformation, granting that it
were one, to be accomplished ? His opponents
were no less in earnest than himself. T'hey be-

* See Strype’s Whitgift. Appendix.
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cuarter lieved that cpiscopacy was ordained of Christ or
" _ his apostles ; that of all the forms of church govern-
EUZ  ment it was the wisest and the best. They had
1ses—75. suffered much to bring about the reformation now
so decried ; nor was it likely they would abandon
without a determined struggle a cause so dear to
them for the sake of a mere experiment; for the
presbyterian churches established at Geneva and
elsewhere were of too recent a growth to claim the
respect which is due to long enduring and well
tried institutions. A church upon Cartwright’s
model was a novelty ; and all of his opponents
thought no doubt the scheme impracticable, while

not a few of them, viewing it as unscriptural and
wrong, would have passed through another perse-
cution such as that from which they had escaped,
rather than submit to it. For this was the alter-
native, submission or resistance. Cartwright and

his friends asked, not for the toleration of their
opinions but for their endowment; not that they
might be permitted to hold them unmolested, but

that they might throw down the existing church in
order to make room for and to establish them. A
presbyterian church, occupying the place of the
present establishment, and appropriating to itself

its funds and dignities,—this was the meaning of
Cartwright’s propositions. It is true that he re-
pelled with the indignation, and no doubt with the
sincerity, of one much aggrieved, the charge of
intending to bring about by force the reformation

he was planning: but to his opponents this ap-
peared to be an inevitable consequence; a conse-
quence at least only to be avoided by their own
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unconditional submission. And there were those cmarrer

among them, inconsiderable neither for their num-
bers nor for their moderation and piety, who would
have decided that the episcopal church was cheaply
defended at the cost, if necessary, of their lives, and
at all the hazards of a civil war.

It may seem severe to charge Cartwright and his
party with consequences which, in their judgment,
would either not arise at all, or only from the igno-
rance and obstinacy of their antagonists. But such
apologies, though specious and plausible, must al-
ways fail to have the slightest weight with the
opposite party. They who set themsclves to the
subversion of principles which others cling to as to
life itself must be preparcd to take their full share
of responsibility in the terrible collisions which will
certainly ensuc.

Still Whitgift’s severity was impolitic and quite
unworthy of his christian character, cven after
making a large allowance for the barbarism of the
times. He threw the sympathies of pious men, in-
cluding the chancellor Cecil lord Burghley himself,
and the great earl of Leicester, warmly into Cart-
wright’s favour. He contributed to force a large
party into desperation; and he made Cartwright its
martyr and its hero.

On the pretext that Cartwright had not taken
priest’s orders, he charged him with perjury, and
procured the forfeiture of his fellowship; which,
according to the statutes of his college, required
that he should be in holy orders. Cartwright, who
was in fact in deacon’s orders, maintaincd that he
had complied with the spirit, if not with the very

I
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cuarrer letter, of the statutes, of which the meaning was no

1L

ELIZ.
A.D.
1563—75.

more than this; that the senior fellowships should
be held by spiritual men for the guidance of the
college, to the exclusion of the other professions,
law and physic; and that as reader of divinity and
a preacher in the university, he had fulfilled the
conditions with accurate fidelity. There appears
no ground whatever to charge him with the revolt-
ing crime of perjury. But even this was not suffi-
cient; he was soon afterwards expelled. In a letter
addressed to the chancellor, dated 17 October 1571,
he mentions his expulsion, first from the college and
then from the university; and implores very hum-
bly that the affair may be reheard. “I would
write,”’ he says, ‘“a full account of the matter, but
I am afraid of perplexity. I would rather state the
affair in your presence, which would enable me to
be more brief and distinct. Behold a new and cruel
device of the most unjust of men, who omit nothing
to consummate my wretchedness ; since both water
and fire are forbidden me. They seem to want no-
thing but a sack that they may destroy me like a
matricide. I hear also that I am accused of sedi-
tious and schismatic practices ; O baseness !’ Cart-
wright went abroad, where he was received with
the greatest attention by the leaders of the re-
formed churches; but at the solicitation of his
friends, among whom were Foxe, and the learned
Fulke, now as well as himself and for a similar
cause deprived of his fellowship, but afterwards
master of Pembroke hall, he returned to England.
His reputation was yet untarnished. Cecil, as lord
treasurer, solicited his opinions upon an affair of
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state in a manner which shews that he was not caaprer
regarded as a time server. The queen contemplated ™
marriage with the duke of Anjou, a roman catho- *1*
lic; and the lord treasurer himself was thought to 1.
favour the match. The question he proposed was
this, “ Whether it was lawful for one professing the
gospel to marry a papist?” Cartwright’s answer
was explicit. “I am fully persuaded for my part
that it is directly forbidden in scripture.” Happily
for the nation the marriage was broken off.

The remainder of Cartwright’s life is interwoven
with the ecclesiastical history of the times. It pre-
sents us with the records of a man of high attain-
ments, fervent zeal, and unwecaried resolution, de-
voting himself to suffering and disgrace, in the long
endeavour to achieve, as he believed, a second and a
better reformation. Such examples deserve to be
recorded for the revereace of future ages; and hap-
pily the time has appeared when we no longer he-
sitate to acknowledge exalted worth, though in
alliance with principles and opinions we condemn :
and such respect at least is due to the memory of
Cartwright.

The year 1572 was memorable in the history of
the puritans, not only for the opening of presby-
terian churches at Wandsworth and elsewhere, but
for a formal controversy in which both parties
sought, in effect, the decision of the public upon a
question which mere force had not been able to
determine. Many severities had been exercised,
many of the puritan ministers had been degraded,
silenced, and imprisoned. The church party and
their opponents had alike become stern and un-

G
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caarrer forgiving. Despairing, as they said, of reforma-

It

tion beginning elsewhere, two of the puritan

“;)z' leaders, Field and Wilcocks, published “An ad-
wsrs. monition to the parliament for the reformation of

church discipline.” Beza had addressed to the earl
of Leicester, the friend and patron of the puritan
cause, a letter, in which he urged the necessity of
a further reformation in England, and of more for-
bearance to the discontented party. Gaulter had
written to bishop Parker in the same spirit. These
letters were printed with the admonition, and con-
tributed not a little to its marked effect: Gaulter
and Beza, however, complaining of the use thus
made of their opinions. The petition itself ex-
posed the splendours of the hierarchy, and the
proceedings of the bishops; and prayed that a
church might be established by law more con-
sonant with God’s word; that is, upon the pres-
byterian model. It was presented to the house by
its authors, Field and Wilcocks; a proceeding for
which they were immediately committed to New-
gate ; where their sufferings gave a fresh impulse
to their cause. They were visited by the leaders of
the party, amongst whom occur the names of
Fulke, Humphrey, Wyburn, and Cartwright; and
although every effort was made to suppress the
pamphlet, three or four editions were published in
as many years.*

Whitgift was summoned by the voice of the
church party to answer the admonition, and he is
said to have been assisted by archbishop Parker and

* Strype’s life of Parker, 413. The ‘ admonition’ has been frequently
but erroneously attributed to Cartwright himself. Brooke’s Cartwright, p.97.
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other eminent divines. IIis opponents still admit cnarrer
that his method was fair and unexceptionable; and ™
his admirers then claimed for his work much higher Fuiz

. A.D. 1572,
praise, as an unanswerable defence of the reformed
church of England. Its merits are great no doubt;
and it would probably still have been a popular
treatise upon the subjects it discusses, notwith-
standing its many antiquated allusions and per-
sonal asperities, had not Hooker soon afterwards
won for himself an immortal reputation as the sole
champion of our English church ; casting into the
shade whatever had been done before him, and leav-
ing nothing to be accomplished on this arena by
those who should come after. Yet Hooker appears
to have been himself indebted to this famous con-
troversy for something of his method, and for many
of his arguments.

Cartwright now came forward in reply, and brav-
ing the certain penalty that must follow, published
“A second admonition to the parliament.” It
opened with an address to his readers, in which
he says, “We have cast our accounts, who bend
ourselves to deal in these matters, not only to abide
hard words, but also hard and sharp dealings for
our labour; and yet,” he adds, ““we shall think
our labour well bestowed, if by God's grace we
attain but to give some light of that reformation
of religion which is grounded on God’s word, and
to have somewhat opened the deformities of our
English reformation, which highly displeaseth
God.” He then proceeds to state and defend at
large the puritan demands,—or rather the demands -
of those of the puritans who had now decided in

G2
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caarrer favour of an entirely new platform of church go-

I

ELIZ.
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vernment.
Whitgift replied to Cartwright, and Cartwright

1. again answered Whitgift ; while a host of inferior

writers took up the question on both sides; and
swelled the tide of battle, and increased the uproar,
without adding materially to the force engaged.
Thus arose a controversy which, while it lasted,
occupicd the attention and absorbed the sympathies
of all the reformed churches; and which has ever
since been referred to as containing within itself
the germ of almost every important argument
which either party has been able to advance. We
interrupt our narrative for a time, that we may
attend to this remarkable discussion.

The demands of the admonition, as it was after-
wards defended and explained by Cartwright and
others, resolve themselves into two great heads.
The first of these concerns the constitution of a
church. The second relates to the abuses then
existing in the church of England. On the latter
point, large concessions might have been made
without abandoning any one principle of the least
importance. And if so, they ought to have been
made at once,—cheerfully and without hesitation,
—were it only on the principle of yielding things

- indifferent to the scruples of weak consciences; an

apostolic principle, and of the greatest moment,
though for the most part held in great contempt
in religious controversy. The cross in baptism,
and the ring in marriage, once parted with, would
scarcely have been regretted, and very soon for-
gotten. The use of organs was not essential to
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public worship; nor choral chanting; nor were cuaprer
square caps and .surplices. All these were griev- ™"

ous to the puritans. But the wrong done to them, &tz
and the mistake committed, lay in this: not that 1,:,'_”,'5,
the church party retained these peculiarities, but
that it insisted on them, and chaincd them on the
necks of others. A compromise ought to have been
attempted. It would in all probability have suc-
ceeded perfectly ; for such is human nature that
indulgences which are no longer denied are seldom
asked for ; and had the ceremonies so fiercely con-
tested been left as things indifferent, uniformity
would have crept on by slow degrees; or a mutual
forbearance (in things indifferent a greater bless-
ing oftentimes than uniformity itself) would have
healed the division and produced, if not uniformity,
at least a real unity, at last. Ior instance, the
anabaptists of modern days, the legitimate succes-
sors of the extreme section of the puritans, neither
reject an organ nor hold chanting to be superstitious:
and in every class of modern dissenters there is a
perceptible tendency to revert again to those sober
and now well-tested forms of the church of Eng-
land, against which their puritan ancestors would
never have contended so much in the spirit of mar-
tyrs, had it not been that they were threatened
with a martyr’s fate.

Nor were their demands altogether unreasonable.
The abuses then prevailing in the church were such
as to shock, if they do not amuse, by their extrava-
gance. Pluralities may have admitted of some ex-
cuse; for able ministers were but few in number ;
and vacant benefices were better disposcd of, it might
be contended, by placing several in the hands of one
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cuarrer able person, than either by leaving them void, or

I
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bestowing them upon the incompetent. Whitgift
was rector of Feversham, master of Trinity college,

s, prebend of Ely, and dean of Lincoln. And his case

was not a solitary one : other favoured individuals
were loaded with preferment. This, however jus-
tified, was an evil precedent, and productive of
unhappy consequences. But what defence can be
offered for the splendours of the hierarchy? In an
age of state and pageantry, archbishop Parker ex-
hibited a model of almost regal magnificence. Whit-
gift, shortly afterwards raised to the primacy on the
death of Grindal, surpassed even Parker in stateli-
ness. It is recorded of him by one of his biographers
that he travelled with a retinue of a hundred
servants, including forty gentlemen in chains *of
gold. And that nothing might be wanting, he kept
““a good armoury for the exercise of military disci-
pline, and a fair stable of horses;” insomuch that
he was able at all times to equip both horse and
foot, and frequently mustered a hundred of the
former and fifty of the latter, “his own servants,
trained and mounted.”* No wonder that prelacy,
with its pomp and pride, was the favourite mark for
the keen shafts of the puritans!

But the admonition and its defenders had wider
views, and aimed at something far beyond the
amendment of the existing institutions. They re-
peated their demands for a national church fashioned
after the presbyterian model. This, they affirmed,
and only this, was agrecable to scripture and the will
of heaven, and nothing less could satisfy them.

* Paul’'s Whitgift, pp. 97. 105.
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They demanded a national church, endowed cuarrer
with tithes and ecclesiastical emoluments ; for this, __*™
they said, was in accordance with the will of Godas ELiz.
expressed in the law of Moses: yet they rejected sra_ss.
the spiritual headship of the sovereign, although it
prevailed in the jewish church, because, they affirmed,
it was inconsistent with the new testament. They
assumed it as an unquestionable truth that the con-
stitution of the christian church was traced outand
the duties of its several officers assigned in scripture,
with as much, if not more, clearness than the in-
structions for building the tabernacle, and regu-
lating the daily service of the temple. If the jew
had an exact directory from God in all that con-
cerned his mode of worship, much more the chris-
tian ; the christian dispensation was in this, as in all
points, clearer than the jewish. From whence it fol-
lowed that to introduce an office into the church,
unknown in scripture, was a grievous sin. It was
only to be compared to the effrontery of Uzzah, who
touched the ark and died.

The assault of the extreme puritans fell heavily
on archbishops and high dignitaries; for whatever
were their weaknesses the want of candour or of
courage was not one of them. ¢ In thetabernacle,”
says Cartwright, ¢ the church is cxpressly set forth.

As the temple was nearer the time of Christ (than
the tabernacle), so it is a more lively expression of
the church of God than now is.” He then proceeds
to shew that both in the one and in the other every
thing was done as God prescribed; and he adds,
with sarcastic indignation, * Is it likely that he who
appointed not only the tabernacle and the temple,
but their ornaments, would not only neglect the
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cuaprer ornaments of the church, but that without which it

I
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cannot long stand ? Shall we conclude that he who
remembered the bars there, hath forgotten the

wra—s. pillars here? Or he who there remembered the

pins, here forgot the master builders? Should he
there remember the besoms, and here forget arch-
bishops, if any had been ncedful ? Could he there
make mention of the snuffers to purge the lights,
and here pass by the lights themselves ?***

This is the clue to the whole argument ; which
descends into all the details of church government,
and condemns whatever has not the express sanction
of scripture. Whatever is not written is erroneous.
Upon the other hand, the acts of the early church in
the new testament, are not less binding upon other
christian churches, in matters of discipline, than its
teaching in matters of doctrine. If it be heresy to
pervert the doctrines of the bible, it is popery and -
gross impiety, he contends, to add anything to its
precedents of church government and discipline :
for this is to charge its author with having given an
imperfect revelation.

The theory is plausible: its evident simplicity,
and the reverence which it seems to pay to the word
of God, will always commend it to many admirers.
It has never ccased to be urged, from time to time,
upon the attention of the christian church; though
it has scldom found in after yecars an advocate to be
compared with Cartwright; whose mingled wit and
wisdom, whose vehement declamation and logical
precision, and whose nervous style and manly
courage, the expression of a profound sincerity, will

* Cartwright’s Reply, 82, &c.
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ever give his writings, apart from all other con- cuaerer
siderations, a distinguished place in the literature _ "

of his country. Cartwrwht was the Hooker of non- , =i

conformity : his equal in acuteness, though 0ot in israss.
————n

penetration ; in eloquence, though not in learning | .+

PR SN

his superior : his inferior perhaps only in that pro- vs
found dexterity and skill in argument which, mingled
with an awful reverence for truth, scorns or dreads |
to take advantage of an adversary’s weakness. For
in these high polemic virtues Hooker is without an
equal.

‘Whitgift replied in a tone equally disdainful (for
the meekness of christian polemics, was sorely
wronged on both sides), but with a depth oflearning
and of patient thought which was a greater tribute
to Cartwright’s prowess than the loudest acclama-
tions of his own party. It was evident that the re-
formation was put upon its trial, and that.its friends
were conscious of the greatness of the crisis. All the
warmth of enthusiasm, all the enelgy_of hopg or of
despalr, was on the side of the assailants