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APPROBATIONS.

Opinions and Endorsements of the Highest Authorities of .the
Catholic Church.
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Tnited States of America.

@/aaltéyén, @‘ @, April 20, 1805.
MR. THOMAS KELLY,
Dear Sir :

Mgr. Satolli has received your letter of April
1g9th, in which you advise him of the forwarding to him
of your book, “ The Glories of the Catholic Church.” He
fis Excellency Francis Satolli, p.p, desires me to thank you in his name, and to express 1o

you his pleasure at your zeal in propagating good Catholic
literature. . . The volume itself has just arrived in good -ondition, and Mgr. Satolli
has looked carefully over it. He is very much pleased with it. He admires the beauty
of its make-up, and is agreeably surprised by its comprehensiveness. The information
it contains is most useful and well selected. With sentiments of sincere esteem. J
remain, . Most truly yours,

ARCHDIOCESE OF BALTIMORE
CHancery OfFrice,
408 N. CHARLES 8S8TREET.

BALTIMORE, MD.,2PTil 17, 4g05

MR. THOMAS KELLY,
Dear Sir :

His Eminence begs leave to thank you for a
copy of “The Glories of the Catholic Church.” - He feels
sure that it will be a source of instruction and edification to
those who read it, and entertains the hope that it will have
a wide circulation.

Hie Eminence 7 « z - 5 -
‘ames Cardinal Gibbons, D.D,
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Most Rev. Francis Janssens. D.D.

Archidiocese of ﬁtw @qlzaus.

@Zew @éam, April 26, . 48g5

DEAR SIR:

The book, elegantly bound and well illustrated,
“The Glories of the Catholic Church,” which you kindly
sent me, contains a compendium of Catholic doctrine and
worship, of Christian virtues and practices of devotion, and
will be most useful in every Christian family. 1 regret that
Challoner’s beautiful “ Christian Instructed,” in the article
on the Holy See, is not completed by an exposition of the
Pope’s infallibility ; and that in the treatise on “ Original Sin""
the dogma of Mary’s Immaculate Conception has not been
expounded.

BDiocese of Green Way, TWlis.

Rt. Rev, Sebastian @. Messmer, D.D.

een &y @, 7., April 18th, SPT I Sfgs

MR. THos. KELLY, Publisher, New York.
Dear Sir :

The complimentary copy of your new publi-
cation, “ The Glories of the Catholic Church,” has been re-
ceived, with thanks. But as regards approbation, I made it
a rule of mine not to approve any books, except those pub-
lished by priests or laymen of our own diocese, or those of
extraordinary and original merit.

L trveaiie, cloar S
PGl S
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y=74 @7%7’4 Cattbedial Sarn Franciscs, Cad, _April 25th, 1895

4100 FRANKLIN STREET.

MR. THOMAS KELLY,
Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of the work, “ The Glories of
the Catholic Church,” for which please accept my sincere
thanks. I hope that so valuable a work will have a large cir
culation among our people.

/»%(Dé >

Wost Rev. Patrick W. Riordan, DD, SN M

Bt. Michael's Cathedral. Springfiefd, Mass._April 22nd, 1895

THos. KELLY, Esq.
Dear Sir :
The Rt. Rev. Bishop desires me to state
Ehat approval of His Grace, Archbishop Corrigan, is suf-
cient.

Rt Rev. Bishop Beaven, D.D.

Bishop's House,

607 Capitol Square. MR. THOMAS KELLY,

< Dear Sir
’ I beg to acknowledge the receipt of a copy
of “The Glories of the Catholic Church,” and to express my
grateful appreciation of your kindness. I have only had
time to look at the table of contents and turn over the leaves
of portions of it. From what I can glean in so cursory a
glance, the work seems a most useful and convenient manual
for the laity, and the cuts are unusually gooé I trust it
may be widely spread and read.

ﬂ‘. / -
';",;:: T

Nashpville, @enn., April 19, 1895.

Rt. Rev. Thomas 8. Byrne, D. D.
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SeToN HaLL COLLEGE,
SOUTH ORANGE,

R . Rev, Winand M. Wigger, D.D.

NEwW JERSEY, April 22, 1895.

MR. THOMAS KELLY,
Dear Sir:

I have received the copy of the book, “ The
Glories of the Catholic Church,” which you had the kindness
to send me. I have carefully read over the list of subjects
treated, and have also read some of the articles. I have no
hesitation in stating that the book is not only a very interest-
ing one, but also very useful and instructive. The book is
calculated to do much good in Catholic and non-Catholic
families. I would be pleased to know that many families in

this Diocese got a copy of it.

Bishop’s fHouse,

NO. 630 EAST SEVENTH TREET.

Rt. Rev. Henry Cosgrove, D.D.

Sa/u-e.w;:.e—tt-. Joura, April 18th, 1895,

MR. THoMAS KELLY,
Dear Sir:

I have just now received by exvress tre
beautifully bound copy of the book, “ The Glories of the
Catholic Church,” for which please accept my sincere thanks.
Being very busy in preparing to leave home for my visit to
Rome, I have not time to examine the work, but I most
willingly endorse the approval of the Most Rev. Archbishop
Corrigan.

]M"'——‘""

Bishop's Wouse,

608 South 1llth Street.

Bt Rev. James Schwebach, D.D.

Cii Cé cdde. %/r/J _April 19, /295

MR. THOMAS KELLY,
Dcar Sir .

Accept my thanks for the copy of that
splendid work, “ The Glorics of the Catholic Church.” This
book is a Catholic Library in itself, and it ought to be in
every Catholic family of the land

‘W%
/ Akt /z/acm
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BISHOP'S HOUSE, ' April 20th, 189 s.

GRENTON, REW JERSEY. My DEAR MR. KELLY:
I have examined the volume entitled “ The
Triumphs and Glories of the Catholic Church,” and I have
found it a very valuable and instructive work. It is well
adapted for reading in Catholic families.
I trust your enterprise will be rewarded by an extensive
patronage on the part of the public.

yéwM@é 752//
7
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Right Rev. James A. McFaul, D.D.

Bisbop's Douse, . ,
1025 Delaw' = Hvenue, April 23, 5.
BUFFALO, N. Y. THoMas KELLY, EsQ., Publisher.
: Dear Sir:

I have looked over your large and hand.
somely bound volume, “ The Glories of the Catholic Church.”
It contains a large amount of useful information, historical,
ascetical, and doctrinal; and that it is safe reading, the Im-
primatur of the Archbishop of New York is a sufficient
guarantee. I commend it to the Catholic public, and hope
that it will have a wide circulation.

&./, \Z" 3 Q\f @

Rt. Rev. BtophonVint Ryan,D.D, 7 %//ﬁ‘

Ghancery Office. Ynion Park Birest, Boston.
April 18, ‘gs5.

MR. THoMAS KELLY, Publisher, New York.
Dear Sir:
The Most Reverend Archbishop has rec’d the
book you kindly sent him, and your note asking his approval
of the same.

Yoyt ,

Most Rev. John Jos. Williams, D.D.
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St. Mary’'s Cathevral. Bishop’s House,
Ogdensburg, __April 20th, ;8¢5

MRr. THOMAS KELLY,
Dear Sir :

“ The Glories of the Catholic Church,” which I re-
ceived from you, is a book that I hope you will succeed in
placing in many Catholic families. It is truly a religious
library, dogmatic, moral, historical, devotional, and contro-
versial, condensed into one volume, and its contents are cor-
rect and edifying. I give to it my full approbation.

Right Rev. Henry Gabriels, D.D.

DIOCESE OF .
MANCHESTER. MaNcHESTER, N. H.,_April 17, 4 89s

Dear Sir :
The volume, * The Glories of the Catholic Church,”
kindly forwarded by you, has been received. I am very

grateful therefor.
G gl
7 7 e M
Aoklsf fftpensliais

" Rev. Dems M. Bradley, D.D.
Bov. Dems M. Bradley MR. THOMAS KELLY.

CATHEDRAL OF THE

Immaculate Conception Burlington, Vermont,__19 Aptil, 1895

THoMAS KELLY, Publisher, New York.

Dear Sir:
Be pleased to accept my thanks for your
valuable present. ‘The Glories of the Catholic Church”
I consider to be a most useful work.

Voguifts 1

‘_Mﬂ.%-
fomr B g o,

Right Rev. Louis De Goesbriand, D.D.
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81 Paul's Gathedral. Gitlidusgh 9% , 22122 _ 1555

MR. THOMAS KELLY,
Dear Sir .

1 beg to thank you very much for the beau-
tiful copy of “ The Glories of the Catholic Church,” which
you were kind enough to send me.

It is an excellent compilation, containing an immense
fund of useful and instructive information for all classes.
The Catholic who is familiar with its contents is well equipped
for the practice of the duties and the defence of the teach.
ings of our holy Religion.

The press-work and print are such as to make it a pleas-
ure to read it. I wish it a most extensive circulation in my
Diocese.

aw 7 oy 71‘“{7 on YO
oz

The Catbhedral. Lansar €ity, Yo,

MR. THOMAS KELLY, d‘zﬁrw‘ 22, 1895,
Dear Sir:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your com-
pilation, entitled “ Th= Glories of the Catholic Church.” I
see it has the “ Imprimatur " of the Most. Rev. Archbishop
of New York, and therefore requires no further commenda-
tion on the score of Catholicity. The subject matter ap-
pears to be judiciously selected, and the binding is artistic
and durable. . . . It ought to find many Catholic pur
chasers.

Right Rev. John Joseph Hogan, D.D. gw&{/w é. 2

ecdbcqlml @a)x?zr. 235 So. Evans, April 22, 'gs.
MR. THOMAS KELLY,
Dear Sir:

1 have examined your beautiful book
called “ The Glories of the Catholic Church.” I am happy
to be able to say that it is a regular encyclopedia of useful
and needful Catholic information, a book that should adorn
the library of every Catholic home. Thanking you very sin-
cerely for this timely publication, and hoping that it n.ay
find its way into every Catholic household,

7 e gral
AL
Right Rev. Nicholas c Mats, D.D. /% ¢ T cecnsy
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-—}:(?)fgnefunﬁ,@ May 3, 180

&piscopal 1esidence.

MR. THoMAS KELLY,
Dear Sir:

I have received your book, “ The Glories oi
the Catholic Church.” Most of the works therein contained
have the best of all sanctions, viz., the constant use of the
faithful. The selection makes an excellent household volume
for Christian families.

/ M‘é s bm {Lhol
Rt. Rev. Ignatius F. Horstman, D.D. / /’v . //i\% W /’h
| R st
St. MAarp’s @athedral.

RO Peovia, _APril 0. 189s.
DEAR SIR:
I have looked through your book, “ The Glories of
the Catholic Church, ' and heartily give it my approval. It
will be a treasure in any Catholic family.

Gots fing g

Right Rev. John L. 8palding, D.D,

Bishop’s bouse. : l

MR. THoMAS KELLY,
Dcar Sir

The other day being f
Cathedral of Vincennes, twhere I do no
book, “ The Glories of the Catholic
brief examination I gave it, I am sure
for the instruction and edification of
With thanks for the volume,

% L AV Ke
Right Rev. F. 8. Chatard, D.D. % .
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INTRODUCTION.

THE reading public has been amply supplied for years with devotional
books of every description, but the present volume may be said to occupy
a field peculiarly its own, as the people have never been furnished with a
publication embracing in a single volume such a quantity of religious in-
formation, and treating the dogmas of the Church in a lucid, instructive
and agreeable manner.

It has been the aim of the Publisher to produce a work that will be-
come a standard authority on the matters it contains, and no labor or
expense has been spared to make it the most attractive and useful book-
of its kind ever published. The illustrations are new, artistic, appropri-
ate, and original ; while the literary features have been made entertain-
ing as well as instructive. The Publisher feels confident, therefore, that
the book will meet with the great success it deserves, and that there is
no home in the land where the introduction of the * Glories of the Cath-
olic Church ” will not be welcomed as a cause of immediate gratification
and a source of lasting pleasure.

No subject can be more instructive, important and interesting to Cath-
olics than the Glories of their Church, the way, the truth, and the life.
The sure way, which we must follow ; the infallible truth, which we must
believe ; and the blessed life, which we hope to obtain hereafter. What
is all the boasted learning of all the ancient or modern philosophers, if
compared with that divine philosophy which Jesus brought from heaven ?
a philosophy which does not relate to the perishable things of this life,
but to the attainment of eternal felicity in the next. If a treatise on bot-
any, on the method of improving a farm, or preserving health, be found
so interesting, how much more important ought we deem the sacred
book of the Gospel, which regards our nearest and dearest interests,
which offers to all a reward infinitely superior to earthly riches; which
has God for its author, salvation for its end ; and truth, without any mix-
ture of error, for its subject. If biography be at all time inviting and in-
structive, how much more when it records the life and actions of a God-
man ! who descended from heaven to be a propitiation ‘for our sins, to
enlighten us by the purest doctrine, and to animate us by His own exam-
ple, to the practice of every virtue.
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“ 1 have given you an example,” says He, “ that asI have done, so you
do also.”

Hence, His whole life, as St. Austin observes, is a continual instruc-
tion for the regulation of our manners, and we sin only in proportion as
our conduct is a deviation from what He proposes to our imitation.
Since, therefore, “ God, who at sundry times past spake to the fathers by
the prophets, hath last of all spoken to usby His son ;" since by a voice from
heaven he has expressly commanded us to “hear Him ;" let us listen to
this divine Master with respect and docility ; let us learn His saving
truths, and looking on Him as the author and finisher of our faith; et
us imitate His life and manners, that we may be duly enlightened and
delivered from all blindness of heart. ‘

The following work is intended to comprise a full and complete his-
tory of our Church : this is given in the words of the Gospel, the narra-
tion being a compound text of the four evangelists with such observations
as tend to elucidate what is obscure, to ascertain the time and place of
every transaction, to establish the series of facts, and to reconcile seeming
contradictions. The gospels have ever been esteemed the most excel-
lent part of the sacred writings, because what the law and the prophets
only foretold, the gospels, says St. Austin, plainly demonstrates to have
been accomplished. It is here Christ teaches us, not by His prophets,
but by His own divine mouth, the great lessons of faith, and of eternal
life ; and the history of His life is set before us as the most perfect pat-
tern of sanctity for our imitation, being delivered by the sacred penman
with a certain dignity and simplicity not to be found in profane authors.
The dispassionate, simple, yet dignified manner in which the evangelists
speak of their divine Master, and of the most sublime mysteries, without
any pomp of diction, is admitted by unbelievers themselves, and is justly
to be considered as having in it something more than human. Like the
mysterious pillar which conducted the Israelites in the desert, it diffuses
its cheering light upon the truly humble of heart, while to the vain and
presumptuous it turns its dark side in punishment of their depraved dis-
positions. To the judgment, therefore, of the Catholic Church, which is
“the pillar and ground of truth,” the compiler professes the most hum-
_ ble submission. As it is from the Catholic Church we received the
Gospel pure and entire, so from the same source we must receive its true
and genuine sense.

The Catholic Church, according to the words of Christ, “ Go and
teach all nations,” has at all times joined instruction with the offering of
the Holy Sacrifice. But the words of the preacher often pass away like
smoke in air; preaching and spiritual reading should therefore support
each other. By this means instruction will be the more deeply impressed
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on the heart and bring forth more salutary fruits in the life. Much that
we lose by neglect may thus be regained. For these reasons the reading
of spiritual books is recommended by all enlightened teachers, as a means
of properly keeping Sundays and holy days. What a beautiful sight it
is to see the father begin this reading on days sanctified to God, while
the members of his family sit around and listen to him!

No exercise of our lives is more salutary than meditation on the
life, death, doctrines, and example of our Divine Saviour. It is milk to
the children, nourishing food to the adults, medicine to the sick, salva-
tion to sinners, consolation to them of little faith, strength to the peni-
tent, counsel to the just. To the perfect it opens secret mysteries, and
gives to the faithful grace in time and happiness in eternity.

Many cannot assist at the community mass, or other divine ser-
vices; and often from just causes—as when attending the sick. But by
the help of a spiritual book like this, they are enabled devoutly to arrange
their family devotions.

The Latin Ianguage has beu.: reserved by the Catholic Church for its
Divine Services, in order that an inviolable conformity and unity may be
preserved, and all innovations prevented. In this book, however, the Catho-
lic will find the Introits of the Mass, the Prayers of the Church, and explana-
tions of the ceremonies used in celebrating the mysteries of our salvation.

As the Catholic Church is the true and proper interpreter of Scripture
(a truth denied only by sectarists), so those seem best qualified for ex-
pounding the sacred text whom she reckons among her fathers and de-
fenders, or who tread, at least, in their footsteps, and adhere to their
doctrine.

The contributors are certamly men of distinguished virtue, genius, and
learning : they were raised up by God fbr the protection of His Church;
and, therefore, they are proposed to us as the best and safest guides for in-
terpreting the holy Scripture in the same spirit in which it was written.

To read to advantage, therefore, we must observe the following rules,
which are recommended to us by spiritual writers: In the first place, we
should never fail to elevate our mind to God, to beg His grace that our
reading may become fruitful ; that it may penetrate our hearts, and take
such root there, as to render us more fervent in virtue, more guarded
against the illusions of the world, and more constant in whatever may
promote our spiritual advancement and perfection.

Would that this book might come into the hands of many ; that they
might read it with care on Sundays and holy days; and that what they
read might not only be deeply impressed on their understanding and
memory, but also upon their hearts, to the glory of God, and the temporal
and eternal welfare of the faithful.
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DISCOVERY OF AMERICA BY
COLUMBLUS.

HE PLANTS THE CROSS ON AMERICA’S SHORES.—HIS TRIALS
AND TRIUMPHS.

ORE than four hundred years ago, there stood near a small town
on the coast of Spain an ancient convent. It still stands there,
on a height above the sea, surrounded by a forest of pine trees.
A stranger, traveling on foot, with a little boy, one day stopped

at the gate of the convent, and asked the porter to give him a little bread
and water for his child. Poor and friendless though he was, when he
stood at the convent gate, he afterwards became one of the most famous
of men. That stranger was the great Christopher Columbus; and the
little boy was his son Diego.

His discovery of America was not the result of accident—else, Colum-
bus had been but an unwilling instrument. But it was the result of a
process of reason ; a vast conception, executed with almost peerless efforts.

Columbus was born in Genoa, about 1435, of a good Catholic famnly
The family name in Italian is Colombo; and in Spamsh history he is
known as Christoval Colon. Of his early life, but little is known. He
was sent to Pavia, the chief Italian seat of learning, to prosecute his
studies, and although he remained at school but a short time, he made
rapid progress, especially in geometry, astronomy and cosmography. He
commenced his naval career at an early age ; took part in a naval expedi-
tion fitted out at Genoa, by John of Anjou, Duke of Calabria, in 1459,
against Naples; and in 1474, was captain of several Genoese ships, in the
service of Louis XI., of France. He subsequently went to Lisbon, where
his brother Bartholomew found a profitable occupation in constructing
sailing charts for navigators.

At this time the government of Portugal encouraged navigation and
maritime discovery. Columbus soon embarked on an arduous voyage
to the north. He made several other voyages to England and to the
islands possessed by Spain and Portugal in the western ocean. In conse-
quence, he soon became the most experienced navigator of histime. " He
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took notes of everything he saw, and kept his mind intently fixed upon
the studies in which he was destined to effect so great a revolution.

While a resident of Lisbon, Columbus married the daughter of Pales-
trello, an Italian cavalier, who had been one of the most distinguished
navigators under Prince Henry of Portugal, and had colonized and gov-
erned the island of Porto Santo. By this marriage, he obtained access to
the charts and papers of Palestrello, and of other experienced navigators
connected with his wife's family. The passage round the Cape of Good
Hope had not yet been discovered. The great object, at this time, was"
to discover the shortest route to the East Indies, whose wealth enriched
the cities of the Mediterranean. In his conversations with the geogra-
phers and pilots whom he found in Lisbon, Columbus consulted them on
the possibility of a western passage to the countries of Cathay and
Zipangu, described by Marco Polo. By this means he became acquainted
with a number of facts which confirmed a theory he had already formed.

Pedro Forrea, his wife’s relation, had found on the coast of Porto
Santo, pieces of carved wood, evidently not cut with a knife, and which
had been carried thither by strong westerly winds. Other navigators
had picked up in the Atlantic, canes of an extraordinary size, and many
plants not apparently belonging to the Old World. The bodies of men
were found, thrown by the waves on the shores of the Azores, who had
features differing essentially from those of Africans or Europeans, and
who had evidently come from the west.

These facts gave additional force to the reasonings which Columbus
founded on his thorough knowledge of the existing cosmographical
science of his time ; and he was finally induced to attempt the discovery.
Not having the means of fitting out a suitable expedition at his own ex-
pense, he obtained an audience of John II., King of Portugal, and fully
unfolded to that monarch his plan. He proposed, in case the king would
furnish him with ships and men, to undertake a shorter and more direct
route to India, than any which had yet been attempted, by sailing dire.ctly to
the west, across the Atlantic. The councillors and menof learning were di-
rected to examine the project ; and the king was advised to fit out an expe-
dition to undertake the discovery without the knowledge of its projector.

A caravel was dispatched, with the ostensible purpose of carrying
provisions to the Cape de Verd islands ; but with secret orders to pursue
the route laid down in the papers of Columbus. But Providence inter-
fered on behalf of justice. The caravel stood westward from the islands
for several days, and then the weather grew stormy and the pilots afraid.
They put back to Lisbon, and covered their own want of courage by ridi-
culing the project of Columbus.

With a just indignation at this attempt to defraud him of: the results
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of his labors, Columbus abandoned Portugal, toward the end of the year
1484, and arrived at the port of Palos, in Spain. Here he experienced
the fate of most men whose projects are grand or startling. Ferdinand
and Isabella were at this time engaged in a war with the Moors of Gran-
ada; and although they listened to Columbus's, proposals, they were too
much occupied to give him the aid necessary for carrying out his great
enterprise. Wearied out by years of fruitless solicitation, he had deter-
mined to abandon the country, and had actually left the court for France,
when his friends, St. Angel and Quintanilla, a good monk, by their
earnest and eloquent intercessions, induced Queen Isabella to recall him.
The queen, now fully convinced of the importance of the enterprise, dis-
played her zeal for its success by offering to pledge her jewels to raise
the required funds. This was not necessary, however, and arrangements
were speedily made for fitting out the expedition.

On April 17, 1492, were signed the articles of agreement, by which
Columbus received from the sovereigns the hereditary titles of Ad-
miral and Viceroy of all the seas, islands, and countries he should dis-
cover. He was entitled to reserve for himself one-tenth of all pearls,
precious stones, gold, silver, spices, and other articles of merchandise in
whatever manner found, bought, bartered or gained within his admiralty,
the costs being first deducted ; and he was permitted to contribute an
eighth part of the expense of the expedition, and to receive an eighth
part of the profits.

The vessels were prepared for the voyage, in the port of Palos. The
largest, which was decked, was called the Sanfe Maria (Holy Mary), and
on board of this ship Columbus hoisted his flag. The second, called the
Pinta, was commanded by Martin Alonzo Pinzon. The third, called the
Nina, had latine sails, and was commanded by Vicente Yanes Pinzon.
About one hundred and twenty persons embarked on the expedition.

On Friday, Aug. 3, 1492, the adventurers sailed. They directed their
course to the Canary Islands, where they were delayed for some time in
consequence of an injury done to the rudder of the Pinfa. On Sept. 6th
they left the Canaries ; and that may be regarded as the first day of the
most memorable voyage which has ever been undertaken. The winds
were at first light, and little way was made ; the second day, the fleet
lost sight of land. The companions of Columbus, who were now advanc-
ing over the ocean, unable to conjecture the termination of their voyage,
began to feel astonished at the boldness of the enterprise. Many of
them shed tears and broke into loud lamentations, believing that they
should never return. Columbus endeavored to console them and inspire
them with new courage.

Columbus had taken the precaution of keeping secret the true reckon-
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ing of the distance passed over, while he kept a false reckoning for the
inspection of his companions, which made the distance considerably less ;
but, notwithstanding this deception, his people were now growing ex-
tremely uneasy at the length of the voyage. The admiral endeavored in
every way to soothe their rising fears, sometimes by arguments and ex-
postulations, sometimes by awakening fresh hopes, and pointing out new
signs of land. Light breezes from the southwest springing up on Sept.
2oth, had a cheering effect on the people, as they proved that the wind
did not always prevail in the same direction. Three days later a whale
was observed, heaving up his huge form at a distance, which Columbus
pointed out as an indication of the proximity of land. The prevalence of
calms, however, and the great quantities of sea-weed which they encoun-
tered, retarding the course of the ships, occasioned fresh alarm. Colum-
bus reasoned, expostulated, and promised in vain. The men were too
much under the influence of terror to listen to reason. The more Colum-
bus argued the more boisterous became their murmurs, until there came
a heavy swell of the sea unaccompanied by wind. This, fortunately,
dispelled the terrors occasioned by the previous dead calm.

On Sept. 25th while Columbus, with his officers, were studying
a map, and endeavoring to make out from it their position, they were
aroused by a shout from the P:zfa, and, looking up, beheld Martin
Alonzo Pinzon, mounted on the stern of his vessel, who cried with a loud
voice, “Land! land! Sefior, I claim my reward!” * pointing at the same
time to the south-west, where there was indeed an appearance of land, at
about twenty-five leagues distance. Columbus threw himself upon his
knees, and returned thanks to God, and Martin Alonzo repeated the
Gloria in Excelsis, in which he was loudly joined by the crews of the
ships. They changed their course, and sailed all night in the same direc-
tion. At daylight all eyes were turned in that quarter ; but the supposed
land, which had caused so much joy, had disappeared, and they found
that they had been deceived by the appearance of clouds in the horizon.
The direct course to the west was again resumed.

The crews soon relapsed into their former despondency. Neverthe-
less, the multitude of birds which they saw continually flying about the
ships, the pieces of wood which they picked up, and many other symp-
toms of land, prevented them from giving themselves wholly up to de-
spair. Columbus, in the midst of so much uneasiness and dejection,
remained calm and self-possessed.

On Oct. 11th the indications of land became more and more certain.
A reed quite green floated by, fish, such as abound near rocks, were
seen, the trunk of a bamboo, and a plank, rudely carved, were picked

® A pension of 30 crowns had been promised by the sovereign to the first man who should discover land.
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up by the people of the MN:za, and those in the Pinta saw a branch of
a tree with berries on it. They sounded at sunset and found bottom.
The wind was now unequal ; and this last circumstance completely satis-
fied the mind of Columbus that land was not far off. The crew assembled,
as usual, for evening prayer. As soon as the service was over, Columbus
desired the people to return thanks to God for having preserved them in
so long and dangerous a voyage, and assured them that the indications
of land were now too certain to be doubted. He recommended them to
look out carefully during the night, for that they should surely discover
land before the morning ; and he promised a doublet of velvet to whom-
soever should first descry it, in addition to the pension to be given by the
sovereigns. About ten o'clock at night, while Columbus was sitting on
the top of the castle or cabin on the high poop of his vessel, he thought
he beheld a glimmering light at a distance. Fearing that his hopes might
deceive him, he called Pedro Gutierrez, and inquired whether he saw a
light in that direction; the latter replied in the affirmative. He then
called Roderigo Sanchez, of Segovia; but before he came it had dis-
appeared ; they saw it, nevertheless, twice afterward, in sudden gleams,
as if it were a torch in the bark of a fisherman, rising and sinking with
the waves, or in the hands of some person on shore, borne up and down
as he walked. Columbus considered this appearance as a certain sign of
land, and, moreover, that the land was inhabited.

At two in the morning a gun from the P:nta, which was ahead, gave
the joyful signal of land. It was in the night of Oct. 11th 1492,
after a voyage of thirty-five days, that the New World was discovered-
The crews longed for the return of day, that they might feast their
eyes on the long-desired sight. At length day broke, and they enjoyed
the prospect of hills and valleys, clothed in delicious verdure. The three
vessels steered toward it at sunrise. The crew of the Pinta, which, as
usual, was in advance, commenced chanting the 7¢ Deum ; and all sin-
cerely thanked heaven for the success of their voyage. They saw, as they
approached, the inhabitants issuing from the woods, and running from
all parts to the shore, where they stood gazing at the ships. They were
all quite naked, and from their attitudes and gestures appeared to be lost
in astonishment. Columbus gave the signal to anchor, and ordered the
boats to be manned and armed. He entered his own boat, richly attired
in scarlet, and bearing the royal standard ; whilst Martin Alonzo Pinzon,
and Vicente Yanez, his brother, put off in company in their boats. As
they approached the shore they were delighted with the luxuriance of the
tropical vegetation with which it was adorned, with the pure, fresh at-
mosphere, and the crystal transparency of the sea. No sooner did Co-
lumbus land than he threw himself upon his knees, kissed 'the earth; and
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returned thanks to God with tears of joy. His example was followed by
the rest, who were penetrated with the same sentiments of gratitude.
Columbus, then rising, drew his sword, displayed the royal standard, and
took solemn possession on behalf of the Castilian sovereigns, giving the
island the name of San Salvador. He then exacted from his followers
the oath of obedience to him as admiral and viceroy, representing the
persons of the sovereigns.

The natives who, at their first landing, had fled to the woods, finding
that there was no attempt to pursue or molest them. gradually recovered
from their terror, and approached their new visitors with great awe, fre-
quently prostrating themselves, and making signs of adoration. When
they had stiil further recovered from their fear, they approached the
Spaniards, touched their beards, and examined their hands and faces, ad-
miring their whiteness. Columbus- treated them with kindness; they
supposed that the ships had sailed out of ,the firmament which bounded
their horizon, or that they had descended from above, and that these
strange beings were inhabitants of the skies.:

The island which the Spaniards had discovered was called by the na-
tives Guanahana ; but it has since retained the name of San Salvador;
the English call it Cat Island. It is one of the Bahama group, between
Florida and Hispaniola.

When the admiral returned to his vessel, some of the natives swam
after him, others paddled in their canoes, and the caravel was quite sur-
rounded with them. They were ignorant of the use of iron, and some of
them, catching hold of the Spanish swords by the blades, received slight
wounds. On the morrow, they came off to the fleet to exchange balls of
cotton for beads, hawks' bells, and other trinkets. They had appended
to their ears little plates of gold, which soon caught the eyes of the
Spaniards. On being asked where they had obtained them, they always
pointed toward the south. Columbus determined to go in search of the
country thus indicated, always hoping speedily to arrive at Cathay and
Zipangu. In pursuit of these countries, he prosecuted his researches until
he discovered Cuba. The interpreters whom he had brought from San
Salvador, learned here that some gold was found in Cuba, but that it was
much more abundant in another country farther to the east.

The prospect of obtaining gold inflamed the cupidity of the Spaniards,
and Alonzo Pinzon, the commander of the A:nfa, which was the best
sailer in the fleet, wishing to arrive first at the land where the precious
metal abounded, crowded all sail, and was soon out of sight.

On Dec. s5th, Columbus, with the remaining ships, sailed from the
eastern point of Cuba, and soon arrived at the rich country of which he
had received such a glowing description. It was called by ‘the natives
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Haiti; Columbus gave it the name of AHispaniola. They anchored first
at Port St. Nicholas, and shortly after at a little distance from Cape
Frangois. The natives took to flight at the appearance of the ships; but
kind treatment to one of their number, who accidently fell into the hands
of the Spaniards by the upsetting of his canoe, gave them confidence ;
and they came in multitudes to the ships, exchanging fruits, provisions,
and gold for bits of porcelain, beads, and hawks’ bells. Guanacanagari,
the prince of the country, or Cacigue, as he was called by his people, re-
ceived Columbus with much kindness, and in return was treated by him
with great distinction. They contracted a friendship, which continued
ever afterward undiminished. He was loaded with ornaments of gold,
which, he informed the Spaniards, came from a country farther to the
east, called Czéao. Columbus, deceived by the resemblance of the names,
believed at first that it was Zipangu ; but he afterward learned that Cibao
was the name of a mountain in the centre of the island.

The fleet now proceeded to the east, for the purpose of approaching
the gold mines of Cibao. On the night of Dec. 24th, Columbus’s vessel,
the Santa Maria, struck upon a reef, and he was compelled to abandon
her, and take refuge, with his crew, on board the Niza. The cacique
and his people assisted the Spaniards in saving their effects, and con-
sented to their erecting a fort with the timber of the wreck. It was.
named La Navidad, and garrisoned with thirty-eight men, the first colony
in Spanish America. , The admiral left provisions in the fort, articles to
harter with the natives, and whatever was necessary for its defence. He
then took leave of the friendly cacique, with the promise to return soon.

On Jan. 4, 1493, Columbus set sail, proceeding to the east, in order to
complete the examination of the north coast of the island, and on his
way met the Pinta, near Monte Christo. He affected to be satisfied with
the excuses made by Alonzo Pinzon, to explain his parting company.
At length, on the 16th, the two ships directed their course for Spain.
The weather was favorable at the commencement of the voyage; but
heavy gales came on when the ships were near the Azores, and the Pinta
was a second time lost sight of. The admiral’s vessel was in such immi-
nent danger that he despaired of ever reaching land. He was fearful
that the knowledge of his discovery would perish with him ; and to pre-
vent this, he wrote a brief account of his voyage on two leaves of parch-
ment, and put each of these leaves into a tight cask. One of these casks
was thrown overboard immediately ; the other was allowed to remain on
deck to await the foundering of the vessel. But Providence interposed
to save so valuable a life; the storm subsided. They arrived at. the
Azores on Feb. 15th, and at Palos on Mar. 15th, seven months and a
half after their departure from the same port. Alonzo Pinzon, ‘arrived



12 DISCOVERY OF AMERICA BY COLUMBUS.

about the same time at a northern port in Spain, and died a few days
after.

Columbus’s return was a perfect triumph. He was received at Palos
with enthusiastic joy. Ringing of bells and processions of magistrates
welcomed him to Barcelona, where the sovereigns were at that time
holding their court. He made a public entry into the city ; the whole
population came out to meet him ; he walked in the midst of the Indians
whom he had brought with him, and had dressed for the occasion in
their native costume. The rich productions of the New World were
borne in open baskets before him, as he proceeded through an immense
crowd to the palace, where Ferdinand and Isabella were seated on the
throne, awaiting his arrival. As soon as he appeared with his train, they
rose up. Columbus threw himself upon his knees ; but they commanded
him to be seated in their presence; “a rare honor in this proud and
punctilious court.” He then gave an account of his voyage, and of the
discoveries he had made, and showed the various products of the New
World, which he had brought, and the Indians who attended him. Fer-
dinand, delighted with the success of this great enterprise, confirmed
to Columbus all his privileges, and permitted him to join to the arms of
his own family, those of the kingdoms of Castile and Leon, with the
emblems of his discoveries and of the dignities resulting from them.

Such was the reception of Columbus in Spain, after his return from
his glorious enterprise. The object of his life had been attained. His
subsequent career was a practical illustration of the influence of envy and
of the ingratitude of men. By his own genius and perseverance Colum-
bus had achieved one of the most grand and brilliant enterprises which
history has recorded. In endeavoring to obtain the means of prosecut-
ing it, he had met with every obstacle which envy and ridicule could
create. After the feat was accomplished, his glory excited the ambition
and the malice of those who could not really rival him. For awhile, even
the truth of the discovery was denied. This, however, innumerable
proofs silenced. Then detraction insinuated that Columbus had learned
it all from the books of older navigators. Finally the work was consum-
mated by the removal of the old navigator from all his offices, and by
sending him home in chains. Miltiades was victor at Marathon, yet was
banished from the country he had saved. Themistocles won at Salamis ;
and he, too, was banished by the ungrateful Athenians. But this was
the “unkindest cut of all.” Columbus gave a new world to the sway of
Spain, yet died in disgrace. His memory, however, is cherished by the
world, while his detractors are forgotten. Columbus deserves to rank
among those truly great men— the stars in the heaven of fame”—who
have raised themselves to renown by their vast achievements.
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Chapter 1.
The Progress of the Gospel throughout the World,

day of Pentecost to the end of time is the fulfilment of the

prophecies of the Old and New Testaments. Our Lord is King,

but his kingdom is not of this world, though in this world.
He sent his Apostles with power, not to gain a few proselytes in this
land or that, but to teach the nations: “Go teach all nations, teaching
them to observe whatsoever I have commanded you.” (St. Matt. xxix.
19.) The nations were to sit as pupils. And the Church applies to them
the prophecy of David: “Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth,
and their words unto the ends of the world.” (Ps. xviii. 5.)

Men of many lands were among the converts on the day of Pentecost;
and the synagogues at Jerusalem, representing various countries, gave
proselytes to the faith.

After the martyrdom of St. Stephen, a. p. 33, the disciples were scat-
tered, and St. Philip, the deacon, preached in Samaria and converted so

@HE spread of the kingdom of God over the whole earth from the
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many that St. Peter and St. John went down to confirm them.
Through the eunuch of Queen Candace, St. Philip was the instrument of
introducing Christianity into Abyssinia, the first home of the faith in
Africa. In the year 42 and thereafter St. Paul spread the Church
through Arabia, Asia Minor, Cyprus, and in 51 preached the gospel in
Macedon and other parts of Greece.

The twelve chosen Apostles, according to the uniform tradition, took
different lands. St. Peter planted his see at Antioch, and preaching
far and near at last made Rome the scene of his labors and of his glo-
rious death with St. Paul in that city.

That St. Thomas carried the cross to India is attested by a constant
tradition, and his body rests near Goa. St. Matthew evangelized Persia;
St. Andrew announced the Word of God in southern Russia and in Achaia,
where he received the crown of martyrdom. St. Bartholomew had
preached the faith in Armenia, founding the faith in the land where the
ark rested after the flood and the dove brought the olive branch of hope.
St. Jude made the name of Jesus known in the land of Mesopotamia,
whence Abraham was called by God to the Land of Promise; St. Philip
in Phrygia, St. Matthias in Colchis.

In Africa St. Simon preached the Word of God in Libya, and St.
Philip the deacon opened the innermost parts of Africa to the Word of
God.

The disciples of our Lord, the earliest associates of the Apostles, were
the founders of many churches. St. Mark the Evangelist carried the
faith to Egypt, and was the first bishop of Alexandria, whence the faith
spread to Upper Egypt and Libya. Carthage and Numidia received the
truth at an early period, and here apparently the Holy Scriptures were

first translated into Latin, the Greek language not prevailing there.

' After St. Peter and St. Paul established the Church at Rome, and
sealed its triumph by their blood, churches were founded by their im-
mediate followers in many cities of Italy, such as Milan, Ravenna, Bo-
logna, Naples and Palermo.

M The knowledge of Christ reached Spain in the days of the Apostles,
and St. Paul proposed to visit the Christians there. Leon, Astorga and
Saragossa claim that their ancient churches were founded by disciples of
the Apostles, and the records of the martyrs and of the early councils
combine to show that the faith had taken root there, and the Church been
fully organized.

Gaul was the land where the religion of the Druids prevailed, extend-
ing also to Britain and Ireland. The idolatry of Rome had been planted
in the Roman colonies or military settlements, but had not overthrown
the national faith in Gaul and Britain. Marseilles, which (was toa great

-
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extent a Greek city, received Christian teachers from Asia Minor; Laza-
rus with Mary and Martha being, according to tradition, early pioneers of
the faith, and soon alike the worshippers of Jupiter and the votaries of
the Druids listened to the Word of God; and the cathedrals of Arles,
Narbonne, Paris, Lyons and Vienna claim to represent sees founded al-
most in the days of the Apostles.

Where the Roman power extended into Germany beyond the Rhine,
the Alps and the Danube, Christianity entered, and there are traces of
bishops in early days at Cologne, Mentz, Spire and Sirmium. The cathe-
drals of those cities are really monuments of the early establishment of
the faith. ‘

Britain gave the first Christian king in the person of King Lucius
who obtained bishops before the end of the second century.

Justin Martyr and Tertullian mention the spread of the gospel through
Asia Minor, Armenia, Mesopotamia, Persia, Egypt and Mauritania, Spain,
Gaul, Britain, Germany and parts to which the Roman arms had never
been able to penetrate. In the spread of the gospel every Christian was
a missionary.

The vast extent of the Roman Empire made the diffusion of the gos-
pel in the first centuries rapid, as means of communication between Rome
and all the different countries under the imperial sway were frequent
and well known.

Everywhere the Apostles and their coadjutors established the same
Church, one in faith, one in its teaching, one in its sacrifice, the Mass, one
in its priesthood and in its sacraments, one in union with its head, St.
Peter, revered by all as the one who, confirmed by God, was to confirm
his brethren. The New Testament was not all written when their labors
began, and the Church spread more rapidly than the written Word.

During this first period occurred the first general persecution under
Nero, A. p. 67, and under Domitian, A. p. g5, in the latter of which St.
Andrew was put to death and St. John tHe Evangelist was thrown into
a caldron of boiling oil, and then banished to Patmos. These persecu-
tions caused many Christians to seek a residence in country parts, where
they made known the faith. At Rome they made the Catacombs the
place of their meetings for divine worship, and often, when the fury of
its tyranny raged, their abode, and the burial place of the martyrs, thou-
sands of whose bodies, attested by inscriptions and evidences of martyr-
dom, still lie in those revered monuments of the primitive Christians.

Persecutions could not exterminate Christianity. The followers of
Christ permeated the whole empire. “We are but of yesterday,” says
Tertullian, “yet we fill all that belongs to you: we leave to you only
your temples. Should we withdraw from you into some foreign land,
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the loss of so many citizens would weaken your power. You would
shudder over the desolation, the silence of a world in some sort extinct ;
you would seek in vain for subjects to rule over.”

When Constantine embraced the faith Rome had forty churches.
Bishops were scattered all over Italy. Northern Africa was divided into
bishoprics. A council of nineteen bishops was held in Spain in 306;
eight sees were represented at that of Arles in Gaul in 314. There were
bishops in Austria, Bavaria, the Tyrol, at Augsburg, Trent, London,
York, and in the east in the cities of Greece, Asia Minor, Armenia, Syria,
Palestine, Arabia, Mesopotamia, Chaldza, Egypt. Sapor, king of Per-
sia in 326, anncunced that from his kingdom to China churches abounded
and thousands were embracing the faith. The Iberians on the Black Sea,
learning of the faith from the example and miracles of a captive Chris-
tian girl, sent to Constantine for missionaries. Frumentius, shipwrecked
on Abyssinia, became its apostle to revive the faith, which had become
extinct in that country.

Meanwhile the Church, free to pursue her course, rapidly won over the
pagan remnant in the Roman Empire and reclaimed many from heresy,
although Arius, by his impiety, plunged thousands once more into all
the mazes and delusions of error. In this schism of the Church the
Arians were soon supported by some of the emperors, and others inau-
gurated the Iconoclast heresy.

The Roman Empire had done its appointed work, and began to crum-
ble away. Hordes of fierce warriors from the pagan northland of Europe
and the steppes of Asia moved in all directions on the doomed empire
The successors of Constantine tried to employ some against the others.
The Goths from Scandinavia crossed the Alps; the Vandals, Suevi, and
Alans, overran Gaul. Alaric the Goth at last took Rome itself, and the
Visigoths and Vandals then invaded Spain, the latter nation passing into
Africa, where they desolated the whole land. Some of these tribes
adopted to some extent the creed of Arius, but whether Arian or heathen
they destroyed Catholic churches and institutions, and slaughtered the
ministers of God. The southern part of the island of Britain was in-
vaded by the still pagan tribes in Ireland and Scotland, and sought as.
sistance from the heathen Saxons. Never had the cause of the Church
seemed so desperate ; but at this very moment, when her enemies might
exult over her, we see Pope St. Leo confronting Attila, and by his
majesty arresting that heathen devastator of the earth.

The reconquest of the world was begun again. A Briton boy, carried
a prisoner to Ireland, escaped to return to it a missionary invested with
the episcopal office by Pope Celestine (432). le made the whole island
Christian, and missionaries soon thence bore the faith to Scotland; Eng-
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land, the Faroe Islands, Iceland, and the continent. In Gaul the Franks,
after the conversion of King Clovis (481) were rapidly won to the faith.
The Suevi, in Spain, and subsequently the Goths, became Catholic. The
reconquest of England was completed by St. Augustine, who was sent
by the Pope to that island (596), and who planted his see at Canterbury.

When Charlemagne had established his empire, he brought much of
Germany to the faith, and missionaries from Ireland and England bore
the faith from the Alps and the Danube to the frozen north. The Arian
heresy was gradually suppressed, and Catholicity again prevailed. In
the east the faith gained Georgia, several provinces of Persia, India, and
Abyssinia.

But a heavy punishment awaited nations that had spurned fidelity to
the seat of Catholic unity. Mohammedanism arose (622) in Arabia, and
ere long Egypt, northern Africa, and Spain, Syria, Asia Minor, Persia,
Armenia, and Mesopotamia were lost to the Church and to Christianity.
Arianism had so sapped away the vivifying element in the hearts of the
people that they yielded almost without a struggle ; the faithful perished,
the weak succumbed and renounced Christianity. Constantinople was
spared for a time, as though God gave the Eastern Empire a last oppor-
tunity for repentance.

Mohammedanism was not to be overcome by argument. Their only
argument was the sword; and the Church nerved the hands of Latin
Christendom to check its power. From a mere foothold in the moun-
tains of Asturias, the Catholic Spaniard, encouraged by the crushmg de-
feat which befel the Moslem on the field of Poitiers (732), in France,
fought steadily on for centuries till he had recovered the peninsula from
the followers of the prophet. In the east successive crusades met the
armies of the Saracens in Syria and Egypt, and though they did not re-
cover the Holy Land, they saved Europe.

Meanwhile Catholicity was forming the nations in the lands it had
recovered, and Christian life showed itself in the churches, monasteries,
and schools of learning, in the development of architecture, arts and
sciences. Throughout the Moslem world it was nurturing in hope what-
ever scanty remnants of the faithful could be found. The remaining
nations in Germany and Scandinavia were won, and in the ninth century
the Bulgarians received the faith and sent their submission to Rome.

In the tenth century Denmark became permanently Christian by the
conversion of Sweyn, an apostate and persecutor: and the Russians be-
held their winterland illumined by the light of Cathelic faith. Vladimir,
their duke, receiving in marriage the hand of Anna, a Greek princess,
destroyed all the idols on his states and received baptism: but Russia
embraced the new schism which had originated at Constantinople, and
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keeping it from Catholic unity, prepared it for its overthrow. For it is a
remarkable spectacle to behold on one side of Europe the Spanish nation,
faithful to the Church, wrest its heritage back from the grasp of the Mo-
hammedan, and on the other the Greeks, revolting from the see of unity,
fall under Mohammedan sway almost at the same time, and fall utterly,
completely, and helplessly.

As there were still parts of Europe where paganism lingered, the
Popes formed bodies of apostolic men for the foreign mission. Otho,
bishop of Bamberg, converted Pomerania (1124); the natives of the
island of Rugen received baptism from Bishop Absalom of Roskild, in
1168. About the same time Livonia was permanently gained to the
Church by Meinhard, a canon from Holstein. During the pontificate of
Innocent III., Christian, a Cistercian monk, became the apostle and first
bishop of Prussia.

The crusades had openea to the knowledge of Europe new regions, of
which the Christian nations knew little. Contemporaneously arose the
great missionary orders, the Franciscans and Dominicans.

The Franciscans sought to regain Moorish Spain and Morocco, but
the pioneers won the crown of martyrdom in Morocco in 1220. Others
followed to renew their labors and share their fate the next year. Do-
minicans entered the same field, and so many were gained that a bishop
was appointed. Other fathers of these two orders revived the faith of
the Christian remnant in Syria, and won many from the Mohammedan
folly. St. Hyacinth converted thousands in the north, in Russia, and ex-
tended his labors even to Thibet and China. Bosnia, Servia, Wallachia,
were similarly regained in part at this time, and the body of the faithful
in these countries still exists. Missions were also begun among the Tar-
tars, where Friar du Plancarpin labored zealously. Others extended
the field to include China, and a see was founded at Pekin, by Father
John de Montecorvin (1307), where blessed Oderic, with an Irish friar,
converted many.

Jordan Catalani revived the faith of the Christians of St. Thomas in
India (1330). and won many disciples of Bramah to Christianity. While

the Church was thus extending her influence through Asia, and seeking’

to regain what had been wrested from her by the followers of Mahomet,
the enemy of truth sought to weaken her authority in Europe. Heresies,
of which the Albigensian was the chief, in the middle of the twelfth cen-
tury sprang up and ravaged the south of France and the chief cities of
Germany. They condemned marriage, and all civil and ecclesiastical
- authority. St. Bernard, Peter the Venerable, and subsequently St. Dom-
inic, labored to regain the provinces which received these heresies, In
the fourteenth century John Wickliffe in England taught-that ali things
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are God, that no one in sin has any authority in Church or State; he de-
nied the doctrines of the holy Eucharist, penance and orders, and main- |
tained that private judgment should interpret Scripture. His doctrine
found many adherents and weakened the faith in England. They were
taken up early in the next century by John Huss and Jerome of Prague,
and their numerous followers took up arms, captured Prague, and rav- -
aged Germany, destroying churches, convents, clergy and all signs of-
religion. To bring back to the fold the souls led astray by these false
shepherds was now a work for the Church. St. John Capistran is among
those whose labors were blessed by Heaven.

The Greek Empire was won for a time from schism by the Council of
Florence, but, again rejecting the precious blessing of unity with the holy
see, fell a victim to the Turks, and Mohammedanism spread over the
Eastern Empire and Christianity almost faded away in what became
known as Turkey in Europe and Turkey in Asia. While the votaries of
the Greek, Armenian, Syriac and Coptic schism gradually sank lower
and lower in point of education and sacred learning, those who adhered
to Rome, supported and guided by Franciscan and other missionaries,
rose even amid their condition of slavery.

Meanwhile the impulse given to navigation by the crusades led to
voyages on the Atlantic south of Gibraltar. The Canary Islands were
discovered, and Albert de las Casas, appointed as bishop by Pope Innocent
VII., labored with zealous Franciscans to win the natives to the faith.
As the Portuguese soon took the lead in voyages of discovery, and coast-
ing along Africa reached the Cape of Good Hope, missions were estab-
lished at various points, and western Africa for the first time received
the light of the Gospel. These missions date from 1462 when Pope Pius
II. commissioned a body of Franciscan missionaries under Alfonso Bo-
lano. Ambassadors from Congo were baptized in Portugal: the king of
the country showed every inclination to embrace the faith, which his
uncle embraced. Some Dominican fathers completed the good work and
Congo soon had a Christian ruler.

The Portuguese, continuing their discoveries, opened eastern Africa,
India, China, and Japan to the faith. The establishment of the Society
of Jesus gave new apostolical laborers, who preached in Congo, Angola,
Monomotapa, and Abyssinia. St. Francis Xavier evangelized southern
India, especially the fishery coast; and proceeding thence to Malacca,
Amboyno, Ternate. While the Franciscans were winning Ceylon, where
Catholicity is to this day so strong, St. Francis, in 1549, sailed to Japan,
and began the wonderful conversion of thousands in that empire. In no
heathen nation in modern times had the faith been received with such
earnestness. Fearful persecutions followed, rivaling those of the primi-
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tive Christians, but, though nearly exterminated, the little remnant of
Catholics has persevered to our day, when the empire was again open
to the teaching of truth.

Chapter 1.
&he dhurch in America.

MY N 1492 Columbus discovered America for Spain, and zealous mis-
sionaries came to plant the cross and instruct the natives of the
West Indies, Mexico, Guatemala, Peru, Venezuela, and Chile.
The various religious orders—the Dominicans, Franciscans, Au-
gustinians, and Jesuits—took part in these labors. At this day the mass
of the people in Spanish America are Catholics of Indian origin, descend-
ants from the converts of the early missionaries. The Spanish missions
extended from the Straits of Magellan to Chesapeake Bay and the
branches of the Mississippi. The greatest of their triumphs was in Para-
guay, where a whole nation was converted and civilized by the Jesuit
fathers.

But while a new world was thus opened for the conquest of the
Church, she beheld many countries of Europe torn from the bosom of
Christ by heresy and schism, and once more bent her energies to reclaim
the erring and save the weak. The heresy of Luther (15) reviving those
of Wickliffe and Huss, swept from Catholicity much of Germany, Den-
mark, Norway, and- Sweden, covetous kings and nobles adopting his
views to seize ecclesiastical property and throw off all the restraints of
religion. The heresy of John Calvin overran Switzerland, the Low
Countries, the south of France and Scotland. England fell into schism
through the lust of her king, Henry VIII, and during the minority of
his infant son unprincipled men established a new faith, new clergy, and
new worship. In all the north, Ireland alone remained faithful. In all
these countries the Catholic religion was suppressed, the clergy slain or
expelled, the religious houses and schools destroyed, the churches pillaged
and given to the new religion, or turned to profane uses. In France the
Calvinists for a time threatened to obtain the upper hand, many of the
nobles joining the heresy, and even Henry, king of Navarre, the heir to
the French throne. Catholicity triumphed, but the land was drenched
in blood and covered with ruins. Belgium, under Spanish rule, retained
the faith, although Holland fell away.

The Church at once sent forth a new race of clergy, full of learning,
piety, and zeal. In this new war for the reconquest of Europe the Jesu-
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its led the way. They checked heresy in Germany, and saved many of
the states. St. Vincent de Paul, the Ven.Mgr.Olier, Cardinal de Berulle,
with religious of various orders filled the French clergy with zeal, con-
futed the Calvinists, and won thousands back to the faith, as the holy
doctor St. Francis de Sales did in Savoy and Switzerland.

The heresy of Luther, Calvin and Henry made its conquests in the
first fifty years. Since then the Church has steadily regained ground,
while Protestantism, weakened by divisions, has lost all doctrinal stand-
ard, and has in many parts become a mere nominal form of Christianity
without spiritual life. The faith in Ireland was kept alive by seminaries
at Rome and in the Catholic countries; and similar institutions sent out
priests who feared God and feared not man, who with the scaffold before
their eyes, confirmed the faith of the Catholics, and won back Protest-
ants in England, Scotland and Wales. Penal laws, persecutions, hang-
ing, drawing and quartering of priests and bishops failed utterly to ex-
terminate Catholicity. Ireland is still Catholic, and in Great Britain the
Church has the English and Scotch hierarchies, with thousands of priests,
religious of both sexes, colleges, schools, and works of mercy. In Hol-
land the Catholic body has steadily increased, and is now barely in a
minority. In Denmark, Norway and Sweden, long closed to the faith,
the Church is again progressing. Germany in our time has seen a crafty
persecution by which the Catholic bishops and clergy have been exiled
till nearly all the dioceses are without bishops, and thousands of parishes
without priests; but this has served only to make the Catholics more
earnest in their faith, and bind them more firmly to Rome, the centre of
unity, banishing from among them the laxer views which prevailed in
the last century.

As the discovery of America opened a field for all the maritime
powers of Europe, not only Spain but Portugal, England, France, Hol-
land and Sweden planted colonies in America. Portugal settled Brazil
after driving off a Protestant French colony, and Catholicity soon con-
verted thousands of Indians to the faith, the Ven. Father Anchieta being
their great apostle. France planted the colony of Canada ona truly Cath-
olic basis, and so imbued the people with the faith, that though now for
more than a century under Protestant rule their attachment to religion
is unshaken; and there are religious establishments, convents and
churches coeval with the settlement. Missionaries, both Franciscan and
Jesuit, traversed the whole northern and central parts of North America,
converting whole tribes to the faith, and in others weakening superstition
and gaining many whose descendants are to this day Catholic.

Holland and Sweden planted colonies on the Hudson and Delaware,
which afterwards fell into the hands of England, and the latter country
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settled all the rest of the North American coast, from Nova Scotia to
Florida, planting Protestantism in all the colonies except Maryland,
which, settled mainly by Catholics under Catholic influence, was the first
home of Catholicity. Thence it spread ; growing more rapidly than the
great republic, which ultimately arose there, till, towards the close of the
nineteenth century, it numbered a hierarchy of nearly seventy arch-
bishops and bishops, and seven million of Catholics.

The Church gained in a similar manner in Australia, and to a less de-
gree in the British West Indies and Guianas.

But while the Church, ever active and unconquered, thus labored to
recall to the faith the nations which'had been deluded from her fold by
the crafty persuasions of the old enemy, promising to make them like
gods, a new danger arose. Deism, presented in an attractive form in
England, was taken up in France, and the whole doctrine of Christianity,
and even the existence of God, was assailed. Infidelity invaded all
classes in France. A war was begun upon the Jesuits. They were
driven from France, Spain and Portugal, and Pope Clement XIV. was at
last . forced to disband the order, without a single member being ar-
raigned or even accused of any crime or misdemeanors. Infidelity em-
boldened by this triumph burst all bounds. The king of France died on
the scaffold, priests and bishops were slaughtered, the Christian religion
was abolished, and a goddess of Reason was worshipped in the cathe-
dral at Paris. The French republic propagated its doctrines by the
sword, the German Empire fell, the kings of Spain, Portugal, Naples,
were driven from their thrones. The ideas of the French Revolution were
infused into most of Europe. Pope Pius VI. died a prisoner in the hands
of the French, and his successor, Pius VII., was elected at Venice, where
the cardinals at last gathered. Infidel and Protestant alike exulted that
the papacy was crushed forever, and the Catholic religion crushed.

But in a few years religion was restored in France, and the Church
began in that and other countries to work against the new infidel ideas.
France, Spain, Portugal and Italy remained nominally Catholic, but their
governments were more and more swayed by unbelievers. The same was
the case with Brazil and new Spanish American republics. In all the ac-
tion of the State was constantly hostile to the Church. Religious orders
were especially hateful to these men. Fearful of the influence of Catholic
teaching in all these countries the government sought to control the edu-

_cation of the young, and either exclude all religion, or fill the tender
minds with doubts and distrust of religion. In France and Belgium, the
Catholic party resolutely fought for its natural rights; but in Spain and
Spanish America, religion suffered. Brazil fell completely into the hands
of infid¢ls and the adherents of secret societies, who, by stritagem con-
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trollea even the confraternities in the Churches. Though they did not
butcher bishops and priests they succeeded in sending two holy bishops
to prison as felons. In Italy the king of Sardinia put himself at the head
of the enemies of religion, and after driving Austria out of Italy by the
aid of France, seized Tuscany, Parma, Modena, and the kingdom of Na-
ples with much of the territory which, under the name of St. Peter’s
Patrimony, had been for centuries the States of the Church. France
maintained the Pope in Rome, but becoming involved in a war with
Prussia, withdrew, and Victor Emmanuel seized the holy city, and set
himself up as above God, stabling his horses in churches, and turning
chapels into ballrooms. The head of the Church became a prisoner in
the Vatican. Convents, colleges, monasteries, asylums were suppressed.
Churches and ecclesiastical property were seized and sold ; religion was
insulted and crushed, and every liberty given to error; so that under
connivance of government the most vile and wicked books and papers
were sold, and every means taken to destroy all religion and morality. -
Against this new torrent of vice the Church is now struggling. She
is Catholic, her faithful being in all lands from Lapland and the Esqui-
maux to Terra del Fuego and the Cape of Good Hope, and the islands
of the Pacific. Every nation under heaven has had the gospel preached
to it ; has had the Church of Jesus Christ and His Apostles presented to
it ; has had many cleansed in the sacred waters of baptism, nurtured by
the divine bread of the Eucharist in life and death. Never has the
Church had so many children in all lands, never so many bishops closely
united to their head ; never has she been so united in her doctrine, her
discipline, her firm front against the enemies of man’s salvation.

JOHN GILMARY SHEA, LL. D.



Chapter 111.

&he Triumphs of the Catholic Church prove her a Wivine
Justitution.

BY REV. HENRY A. BRANN, D. D.

prophetic, and consequently prove her divine origin by the dou-

ble force of a miracle and of a prophecy. Our Lord promised

~ that His Church would be universal,* and He commissioned His
apostles to preach the gospel everywhere, promising to be with them to
the end of time. They were to be witnesses to the truth of His teaching
in every land under the sun.t His Church was to last forever, for she
was to be founded on a rock, which the powers of hell should never be
able to destroy.} He predicted even the difficulties which she was to
encounter in her progress through the world. The apostles and disciples
were to be dragged before the courts of justice as criminals, to be beaten
in the synagogues, to be summoned before kings and other rulers to an-
swer to the charge of preaching the doctrine of Christ, and on His account
the preachers of His creed were to be hated of all men.§ Peter, the head
of the Church, was to be crucified ;| the rest were to be betrayed by
friends and relatives, and put to death for no other reason than that
of being Christians. Yet He would always be near them and protect
them. They were not to be solicitous as to what they should say. He
would put words of wisdom into their mouths when the occasion called
for their defense ; 9 and these words their enemies would not be able to
answer. Miracles were to prove their authority. Inthe name of Christ
they were to cast out devils, speak with various tongues, take up serpents
without the danger of being poisoned, drink poison without being affected
by it, and to have, moreover, the power of healing the sick.** The Holy

@HE triumphs of the Church in every age have been miraculous and

* St. Matt. viii. 11; St. Luke xxiv. $ St. Matt. xvi. 18. 97 St. Luke xxi. 14.
26, et seg.; St. Matt. xxviii. 19. § St. Matt. x. ## St. Mark xvi.
t Acts i. 8. | St. John xxi.
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Ghost, the third person of the divine Trinity, was to be sent to protect,
to guide, and to comfort them after Christ had ascended into heaven.
This Holy Spirit would teach them all truth. He would be their com-
forter.®* After these promises Jesus Christ sent His apostles into the
whole world to teach and baptize all nations in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. The apostles were to teach man-
kind all things which they had heard from the divine Master, who was to
remain with them all days, even to the end of the world.+ He prom-
ised them also success in their mission, in spite of all the difficulties which
they were to meet in accomplishing it. The gates of hell were never to
prevail against them.

Every one of these promises was accomplished. On the very day of
Pentecost, after, the descent of the Holy Ghost, Peter preached two ser-
mons with such fruitful result as to convert eight thousand men to the
Christian faith. If we add to these the number of women and children
who must have embraced Christianity with their husbands, fathers and
brothers, the number of converts must have been fully fifteen or twenty
thousand. After this event St. Luke tells us that the number of believ-
ers steadily increased. A persecution followed this wonderful conver-
sion; but the persecution only promoted instead of impeding the spread
of the gospel. The Christians were scattered through Judea and Sama-
ria, everywhere making converts and spreading the seeds of divine grace.
Thus Philip converted a whole city of Samaria.§ He also converted the
powerful eunuch in the service of Candace, queen of Ethiopia, and trav-
eled, evangelizing Azotus and all the neighboring towns, till he stopped
at Caesarea. Peter and John, sent to confirm those who had been bap-
tized in Samaria, returned to Jerusalem, and then evangelized many
places in Samaria. Within a year after the descent of the Holy Ghost
Judea and Samaria were filled with believers in Christ.

The wonderful growth of the Church was not confined to those re-
gions. Ten years after the death of Jesus Christ Peter wrote from Rome
a letter to the faithful scattered through Pontus, Cappadocia, Asia and
Bithynia. John, in the reign of Domitian, wrote to the seven large and
flourishing churches which were in Asia, namely, Ephesus, Smyrna, Per-
gamus, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. Paul traveled over
Asia and parts of Europe, founding so many churches that twenty years
after our Lord’s death he could write in the Epistle to the Romans that
their faith was known in the whole world.] Thus, even in the lifetime
of the apostles, the number of Christians was immense. St. Clement, of
Rome, in his first epistle to the Corinthians, writes, that by the ministry

* St. John xiv. $ Acts ii. 41. | Rom, i,(8,
4 St. Matt. xxviii. 18. § Acts viii,
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of Peter and Paul, an immense number of converts was made, who suf-
fered martyrdom and cruel torments, leaving to posterity illustrious exam-
ples of fortitude and patience. St. Ignatius the martyr writes to the
Philadelphians that the Church of Christ was spread from one end of the
earth to the other. St. Justin the martyr, who lived about the middle of
the second century, bears testimony that there was no race, whether of
barbarians or of Greeks, or of any other kind of men, no matter by what
name known, whether they live in tents or wander homeless, who did not
recite prayers and offer thanksgiving to the Father and Creator of all, in
the name of Jesus Christ crucified. St. Irenzus, who follows a little later,
confirms this testimony, by enumerating among the churches Germany,
Gaul, Spain, Egypt and Libya, illuminated by the same faith as the whole
earth 1s illumined by the same sun.

The well-known testimony of the eloquent Tertullian, who died a.p.
245, confirms all these. “ We are but of yesterday,” says he, “yet we
have filled all your places, your cities, islands, towns, assemblies, camps,
tribes, palaces, the senate and the forum; we have left to you only your
temples.”® The same writer again says: “ In whom else have all the
nations believed, except in Jesus Christ, who has already come ? In Him
all believe, Parthians, Medes, Elamites, the inhabitants of Mesopotamia,
of Armenia, Phrygia, Cappadocia, the inhabitants of Pontus and Asia
and Pamphylia; those who dwell in Egypt, and the region of Africa, even
beyond Cyrene ; Romans and natives: and the Jews in Jerusalem, and

“other peoples ; and the different tribes of the Getuli, as well as the Moors;
the whole of Spain and the different tribes of Gaul; even the recesses of
Britain, inaccessible to the Roman arms, acknowledge Christ. The Sar-
matians and the Draci, the Germans and the Scythians, the most remote
peoples, so numerous that we cannot name them all, adore His name.
He reigns among them. All gates are open to Him, and none are closed
at His approach. Before Him iron barriers break down, and brazen gates
are opened.”t ‘

Tacitus and other pagan writers bear similar testimony to the won-
derful propagation of Christianity. He says, speaking of the days of
Nero, *“ An immense number of Christians was found.”} Seneca, con-
founding Christians and Jews together, says that they were spread every-
where, and that, although conquered, they gave laws to their conquerors.
This was an allusion to the moral influence exercised on their persecutors
by the Christian victims. Pliny the younger, writing to Trajan, speaks
of the great number of Christians in his province. “ They were,” he said,
“of every age, of every order, and of both sexes, not only in the large

* Apology, chap. 37. t Against the Jews, chap. 7. {CAnnals\L.-15, chap, 4,

-
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cities, but in the small towns and rural districts. The pagans were few,
and their temples deserted and pagan rites neglected.”*

The fact that the Catholic religion was thus wonderfully spread over
the whole world in a very short time is clearly shown from all these au-
thorities ; the fact that it has been wonderfully preserved is equally cer-
tain. It is still universal. From the rising to the setting of the sun the
name of Christ is known, and His Church is engaged in spreading the
gospel. There are over four hundred millions of Christians in the world,
and of these over two hundred millions belong to the Catholic Church.
Her hierarchy, her patriarchs or archbishops, bishops, vicars apostolic and
priests, are in every part of the world, civilized or barbarian. The con-
sideration of this fact alone should make the infidel a believer. St. Au-
gustine, even in his remote age, could appeal to the universality of the
Church as an argument to prove her divine origin. He beautifully says:
*“ The Church can say to her enemies, ‘ Look at me ; you can see me even
if you do not want to see me.” Those who lived long ago in Judea be-
came believers because they knew of the miraculous birth of Christ from
a virgin, His passion, death, resurrection and ascension, and the wonder-
ful deeds which He performed, and His prophecies, which were fulfilled.
You did not see these things, therefore you will not believe. Consider,
therefore, what you can see and what you do see. Is it not a wonderful
thing that the whole human race should adore a crucified man? You did
not see that He was born of a virgin; but you do see that the promise of
God to Abraham has been fulfilled, ¢ In thy seed all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed.’” Certainly what was true in St. Augustine’s
time, and could be used by him as a valid argument to prove the divine
origin of the Church, has equal, if not greater, force in our age, when so
many new conquests have been added to her former triumphs.

Nor can any human cause give an adequate explanation of this prog-
ress, or of these victories. The work of Christian conversion transcends
all other achievements recorded in history. *“ No king, no legislator, no
philosopher, whether Greek or barbarian,” says Eusebius of Casarea,
“ever dreamed of conquering the world with such means as Christ em-
ployed.” Even the greatest philosophers considered themselves success-
ful if they could get a hearing and an acceptance of their teaching in a
city or in one nation. Christ sent His disciples to all the nations. - “ Go
teach all nations,” was His command ; “ teach them piety, change their
religions, make them accept my doctrine. They will believe.” And all
this was said to simple, unarmed apostles, protected by no human power.
*“ Others have tried to conquer the world,” says Tertullian, *“ but who ever

§ Lib. x. Epis. 97.
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succeeded but Christ ?” Solomon reigned, but only from Dan to Bersa-
bee. Darius ruled, but only the Babylonians and the Persians. He never
could subdue all nations. Pharaoh and his successors governed Egypt,
but Egypt alone. Nabuchadonosor ruled from Judea to Ethiopia. Alex-
ander the Macedonian, though he conquered the whole of Asia, could
not keep his conquest. The Germans are bounded by their own terri-
tories. The Britons are limited by the'seas. The Mauri and the Getuli
are kept back by Roman arms. Even the conquering Romans are lim-
ited by the barriers erected on the fronticrs to guard the empire from in-
vasion. But the name and kingdom of Christ are universal. In Him all
nations believe, and His kingdom extends beyond the limits of civiliza-
tion. The barbarian adores Him as well as the cultured king. The name
of Christ is spoken in the court and in the peasant’s hut, and by all revered,
honored and adored. Hostile races and nations unite in adoring Christ.

This wonderful growth of Christianity took place in spite of every
form of human opposition. Every prejudice in human nature opposed
the spread of the gospel, and still opposes its preservation and propaga-
tion. In the language of St. Paul, the apostles  preached Christ crucified,
to the Jews a scandal, and to the Gentiles foolishness.” The Jews were a
despised race, spurned by the Roman people, and the death penalty of
crucifixion was considered infamous. Cicero tells us that this form of
punishment was abhorrent to the Romans, and considered fit to be in-
flicted only on the lowest and the worst criminals. Hence St. Chrysostom
asks, ‘“Was it easy to persuade men to accept the gospel of Christ ?”
Certainly not. The apostles taught that a crucified man should be
adored as God ; and the Gentiles were to believe that one born of a Jew-
ish woman was the true God. How could the Gentiles believe this, un-
less the grace of God impelled them? All knew that He had been cru-
cified, and that He was dead and buried ; but, except the aposiles. none
had seen Him risen from the dead and ascending into heaven.

The doctrines of Christianity were contrary to all the recey;ed opin-
ions of men. Christianity taught them to adore one God irn tkree per-

:sons; that the Son of God had become incarnate; that trore was zn

original sin whose taint had infected all mankind ; that thete would be a
resurrection of the body, even though i1t had dissolved into the earth
after burial, or into the air after cremation; that there was a sacrament
in which the body and blood, soul and divinity of the incarnate God were
daily present on the Christian altar; and a sacrifice of the Mass in which
a miracle daily took place in the transubstantiation of bread and wine
into the body and blood of the Redeemer. All these mysteries were
contrary to the creed of paganism, above the grasp of human intelligence,
and impervious to its attempts to comprehend them. 'Was(it not hard
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for proud human reason to accept them? They were incomprehensible.
They required the submission of intellectual pride, so hard to all, but
especially to philosophers and men of learning. Yet these were among
the first to become Christian converts.

The practices of Christianity were even harder to accept than its creed.
Considering the habits and customs of the pagan nations contemporane-
ous with our Lord, the polytheism of their religion which peopled the
woods and streams with divinities ; their literature, impregnated with
errors and obscenities ; the low condition of their morals—polygamy,
slavery and despotism everywhere—how could the faith of Christ make
progress, if human means alone were used? That faith made war on
everything which men had cherished. It was opposed to every passion
and to every vice. To the avaricious it said, *“ Do not lay up treasures
on earth;” to the luxurious it said, ‘“ For he that soweth in his flesh, of
the flesh also shall reap corruption ; but he that soweth in the spirit, of
the spirit shall reap life everlasting.”* To the proud it preached humil-
ity; to theirascible it said, “* When you have received a blow, offer the other
cheek ;" to the vindictive it preached forgiveness of injuries, and taught
men even to love those who had done them an injury; to all it said, “ De-
tach yourselves from this world ; do not love the world, nor the things of
this world, for all that is in the world is the concupiscence of the flesh,
concupiscence of the eyes and the pride of life.”} Yet, in spite of all this
opposition to human frailty, pride, prejudice, passion and vice, the doc-
trines of Christ were accepted by the whole world, and millions in every
age have followed His teaching, His precepts and His counsels in their
lives and conduct. God alone could have brought about such a result.
God alone could have brought rebellious human nature into subjection to
the religion of mortification and self-denial.

Consider, further, the extrinsic difficulties that opposed the spread of
the gospel. Paganism was rooted in the very hearts and minds of the peo-
ple by their education and family traditions. How hard it is to convert
one prejudiced man; how much more difficult to convert the whole prej-
udiced Jewish and pagan world! The whole power of pagan Rome, with
centuries of absolute control, could not make as many Jews give up their
religion as Peter did in one sermon. Yet it was harder to convert Jews
co Christianity than to convert Jews to paganism. The Jews were carnal,
and looked only to this earth for happiness. They had a false notion of
the Messias as of a powerful temporal ruler, who was to restore the glory
and prosperity of their race and nation, and free them from the domina-
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