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THE PUBLIC.

Tis volume of the Farness or TrE Exovien
Cuuach coosists of various Tracts and Publications
of the earlier part of Queen Elizabeth's reign,
which had the authority or sanction of the rulers in
church and state. They may, therefore, be consi-
dered as public documents intimately connected with
the state of the English Reformation at that period.
Of the writings of this kind some had the united
asthority of both Comvocation aud Parliament; as
the Liturgy, the Thirty-nine Articles, and the Ho-
milies. Others bad the sanction of the Convocation
oaly; as Nowell's Catechism and Jewell’s Apology.
Some had the express, although more private, war-
rant of the ruling powers, and were written and pub-
lished by their desire ; as*The Answer apologetical
of Haddon and Fox against Jerome Osorius. Other
tracts had the implied sanction of both church and
state, as being published and bound vp with the vas
rigus editions of the Bible and Liturgy at a time
when the utmost vigilance was uniformly exercised
by the royal, political, and ecclesiastical authorities
ever every publication of a religious nature. No
person at all acquainted with the history of the Eng-
lish church during the reign of Elizabeth can douwbt
whether the verious appendages to the Bible and Li-
turgy which were then published se.cepeatedly in the
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. different editions, with royal privilege, had the sanc-

tion of the civil and ecclesiastical ﬁowers of the realm,
although they never received the stamp of public
authority by any act of Parliament or Convocation.
Several of these-compositions, therefore; appear in
this volume as a part of the more public and privileg-
ed.writings of that interesting period.

The eight volumes of thiswork now before the
Public present to their notice the only complete se-
lection extant from the remains of the English Re-
formers, Martyrs, and Cunfessors. They comprise a
full and impartial arrangement of the most valuable .
and useful treatises on every doctrinal and practicat
subject of- Christianity from the beginning of the
Reformation, during the reign of Henry VHI. tilt
the final establishment of it in the beginning of that
of Elizabeth. .

. It has been judged expedient to bring the work,
on its present plan, to a conclusion in this volame.
But the very great value and importance of many of
the writings of the reign of Elizabeth, subsequent
to the period at which this publication now closes,
induces the principal Conductor and Editor of ** The
Fathers of the English Charch” to announce his in-
tention, if encouraged by the patronage of his friends
and the Public, as subscribers to the undertaking, to
add one or two supplementary volumes of materials
selected from the works of Hooker, Fulke, Whitgift,
Willet, and other eminent authors of that age. To
the whole. would be subjoined a very copious and
systematic Index or theological arrangement of the
contents of all the writings of the English Divines
eontained in the Work; exhibiting a foll and united
view of their sentiments on every essential point of

#ith and practice.
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Couscious that in the prosecution of this Work he
has been actuated by the sincere desire of edifying the
Church of God through the revival of the works of
the English Reformers, and of endeavouring to pro-
mote the purity of faith and worship amongst his
fellow- Christians, by holding up their standard of
primitive theology to universal attention, the Editoe
trusts that his labour bhas not been wholly in vain.
Grateful to Gad for the instruction and consolation
which he has long been accustomed to receive from
the writings of the Reformers, he has no wish to re-

an earnest desire of rendering his own re=
searches into that mine of spiritnal wealth profitable
to others by making them public. He wishes to fals
low those venerable men, as they followed Christ ;
and if either by his_past labours or future exertions
in this department of sacred literatare he may be per
mitted, through the mercy and blessing of God, to
rank amongst the least of the faithful labourers in his
Lord’s vineyard, to Him be ascribed the praise, the
honour, and the glory for ever and ever. )

LEGH RICHMOND.

Tarvey, Bedfordshire,
Aungust 20, 1813,
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A

CATECHISM?,
Se.

The Master~—The Scholar.
Master. Fozasuucn as the master ought to be to

-his acholars a second parent and father, not of their

bodies but of their minds, I see it belongeth to the

® « Qpe considerable thingmmrd the hands of this eon~
wocation, of which mention was befare, viz. the Catechism
tin for the use of schools, and alsa for a brief summary of
jon 20 be owned and professed in this reformed church.
this is the same with that which is commonly koown to this
day by the name of Nowell's Catechism, The occasion was thiss
upon Secretary Cecil’s advice, Nowell, Déan of St. Paul’s, drew
np a Catechism in elegant Latin, yet making much use of the
Catechism set forth towards the latter ead of King Edward’s reign.
This, when the Dean had finished, he dedicated to the said Se-
eretary whe set him oo work.  And the clergy of the convocatioa
shoughs £t to peruse i, and having well considered it, and making
some comections, gave it 8 more public character, as ing
from thema, and so allowing and approving the nse of it. In the
23d session of this convocation, the Prolocutor, with Sampson
#d Day attending him, presented it to the upper house, as

imously consented to by those of the lower. ' This taking up

gl
i

9

3]

" time, it was somewhst lon r before the Dean could send 2

again to the said Secretary's o S )
* And becanse the particulars of this may be worth knowing,

" I shall bere repeat the contents of the Dean’s letter to the Secre-

tary, dated in June 1363, a little after the rising of the synod.
He certified him, # That whereas the copy of the Catechism,
¢ which he caused to be written out for his Honour, came to the
* hands of the bishaps and clergy, assembled in the late convocs-
# tion, and by reason that certain places were by their judgments
¢ altered, and that it was interlined, and somewbhere blotted, he
¢ bad caneed it to be copied out again, and had sent it hiw now,

B2

"
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_order of my duty, my dear child, not so much te
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instruct thee civilly in learning and good manners,
as to furnish thy mind, and that in thy tender years,

not in his ownname, as afére, batirthe name of the clergy of
the convocation, as their book, seeiug it was by them approved
and allowed. And that he. would have seut it sooner, but that
be thought his Honour to be occupied with certain most weighty
public affairs by occasion rising and increasing in the mean .
time, that he could have no-leisure to view that or any other
book; which great public businesses, seeing they did not so
speedily, as he trusted, draw toward an end, but continued and
augmented still, be'thought it meet, that the copy of the book,
at the beginping appointed and dedicated to his Hogour, sheyld
réemain ‘wih'the same; that when o nity should serve, he .
might at leisure have it, and judge, w. it were not worthy,
by his belp, to be made public by the Queen’s Majesty’s authe-
rity. "For how expedient it were, that some treaty of religion
should be set forth publicly in the name of our country, his Ho-
nour did well understand; seeing the opinion beyond the seas
was, that nothing touching religion was, with any anthority ot
consent of any number of the learned here in our’country,
taught and set forth ; but that a few private persons taught and
wr:nté their opinions, without the approbation of any authority
at all. .

“¢ < That for the most part he had taken pains, as well about,
the matter of the book, that it might be consonant unto the
true doctrine of the Scriptures, as also that the style miil;t
agree with the purity of the Latin tongue. And that as the
book had not misliked their judgments, whom bhe did both most
allow, and also reverence ; so if it might likewise be approved
to him, whose patrocinie in his purpose he appointed it, whea

“¢ he first began it, be should think bis pains most bappily

.

¢- bestowed.’

¢ This Catechism lay 'in Cecil’'s hands for above a year, and
then was returned to Nowell again with some Jearned man’s notes,
remaining with hirn till 1570, and then it was called for agsin by
both Archbishops, in order to the publishing of it; and by Cecil’s
consent (to whom it was dedicated before) being dedicated nqw
by the author to the two Archbishops, and the Bi of Londoa
by name, and to all the rest of the Bishops, it wap printed, and
printed again 1572, and again 1578, bearing this title, Ghrigtiancs
Pietatis prima Institutio, ad usum Scholarum Latiné scripta. ‘This
Catechist was translated also by the same Dean's procurement
into English and Greek, for the use also of young jearners. * ° -

¢ This Catechism seems to bo the sasmé with that set forth ‘s
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with good opihions and true religion. ‘For this age
of childhood ought na less, yea, also much.moare; to
be trained with godd lessons to godlineds, than with

teonth or two before Kipg Edwand's, drath, and licensed aud re-
commended by the said %ng's ‘letter set beforg it. For the two
persons that hold the dialogue in both Catechisms, are’ Ma%ste'r
and Anditor. In that letter it i daid to have been writteh by a
certain pions and Jearnéd man,, and to have: bedn mareover dil-
gently perused by cgrtain Bkhops; m.mpe- Pérsons of learni
to whom the Kingctad cofnmiueJ it ; and likewjse the same whic
in Qoeen Mary’s first copvocation was much ’?;:arrblled with, ‘anl
complained of 5 and laitly, lv%cﬁthe popish Bishaps brought with
them, when they came to Mr. Philpot's examinatiop, which Phil-
Ex very probably was ooe of . thase . legrned men in convocation
at King Edward hdd comitted this Catechism to 'théir perusal
of. Yet not so theé sarhe, bt thiat now in the cohvocdtion, 1562,
it hatl undergone ‘divers and -grdat alterations : one of thesd ap-
peareth in the explangtion of those petitions iu the Lotd's .Pra)'ej,
Hallowed be thy name : thy kingdom come: which in King Ed-
ward’s Catechism were explairied to favour thg Millenniung more
opetly, than in this latet. This made My. Joséph Mdde, i one
of his letters to Dr: Twisse, speak of an - old Catiéchisin thet bp
bad Jong im his possession, yet knowjng no mofe. of ‘it than that it
had King Edward’s letter recommendatory before i, bat making
4 great remark concerning an asserfion there of Chrises reign upon
#arth efter the desttuction of antichrist and all his enemiieq, ak
thoagh it were a doctrine well known and owned among divines in
King Edward's days. . R '
¢ It was thought fit that ministers should convérse in this Ca-
techism, and learn true divinity from it. But this- sove, con-
ceited of their own learning, afterwards thought mhuth of. Thus
‘Thomas Cartwright, in his Admonitiqn, canplained, that now
ministers, like young children, must be instructed and learned
isms. Where in the margin he placed these words, ¢ Mi-
¢ nisters of London enjoined to learn Mr, Nowell'sCatechisni.” To
which thus Whitgift, ¢ That Catechism which you in derision
¢ quote in the margio is a book fit for you to learn also. And I
< knew no man so, well learned, but it may becorge him to read
¢ and learn that learned and necessary book.” Such was the
esteem of this Catechism upon its coming abroad, that at some
visitation, as it seems, in London, the reading of it wak recom-
mended to the ministers, and that with good reason, having passed
the synod. o .
“ Let me add, that many years aftér, concerning this, Cate-
¢hiem, thus it was writ by a great Bishop ip apswer to Marti

33
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good arts to bumanity : wherefore I thought mcet:
10 examine thee by certain short questious, that I
may surely know whether thou have well bestowed
thy study and labour therein, or no.

Zcholar. And I for my part, r(;ght worshipful
master, shall willingly answer your demands, so fat
as [ have been able with wit to conceive or keep in
memory, and can at this present call to mind and
remember, what I have heard you teach me out of
the holy Scriptures.

Ma. Go to therefore, and tell me what religion it
s that thou professest. T
" Scho. Thereligion that I profess, right worshipful
suoaster; is the same whereof the Lord Christ is the
Author and Teacher, and which is therefore pro-
perly and truly called the Christian religion, like as
the professors thereof are also named Christians.

Ma. Dost thou acknowledge thyself to be a fol--
Jower of Christian godliness and religion, and a
scholar of our Lord and schoolmaster Christ?

Scho. I do so acknowledge indeed, and do un-
feignedly and freely profess it: yea, I do settle therein
the sum of all my felicity, as n that which is the
chiefest good that can come to man, and such as
without it our state should be far more miserable
than the state of any brute creature.

Ma. Well then, I would have the substance and
nature of Christian religion and godliness, the name
whereof is most honourable and holy, to be briefly
expressed, with some definition of it. '

_Marprelate: ¢ For a Catechism, I refer them to that which was

¢ made by the learned and godly man, Mr. Nowell, Dean of St.
- ¢ Paul's, received and allowed by the church of England, and very
¢ fully grounded and established upon the word of God. There
 may you see all the &am of true religjon received, the difficulties
¢ expounded, . the truth declared, the%ormptiom of the church
¥ o Bontb rijécted.’
. Statrs's Arnals of the Reformation, page 3184
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Scho. Christiant religion is the true.and godly.

worshipping of God, and keeping of his commarid-
ments. . .
Ma. Of whiom dost thou think it is to be learned 2
Scha. Of none other surely but of the heavenly
word of God himself; which he hath left unto usg
written in the holy Scriptures. _ _ :
Ma. What writings be those which thou callest
the word of God and the holy Scriptures? - '
Scho. None but those which have been publistied,
first by Moses, and the holy Prophets, the friends of
Almighty God, by the instinct of the Holy Ghost in
the Old Testament, and afterward more plainly in
the New Testament by our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, and by his holy Apostles inspired with
the Spirit of God, and have been preserved unto our
time whole and uncorrupted. e
Ma. Why was it God's will so to open unto us his
word in whitwig? ~ : ’
Scho. Because we of . ourselves (such is the dayk-
bess of our hearts) are not able to understand the
will of Almighity God, inh the knowledge of whom,
sod in obedience toward him, true godliness cori-
sisteth. God having pity upon us, hath opened and
clearly set it out unto us ; and the same so clearly set
out he hath left in the book of the two Testaments,
which are called the holy Scriptures, to the end that
we should not be uncertainly carried hither and
thither, but that by his heavenly doctrine there
should be made us, as it were, a certain entry inte
heaven.
Ma. Why dost thou call God's word a Testament?
Scho. Because it i3 evident that in conceiving of
religion it is the chief point to understand what is
the will of the everliving God. And sith by the
name of Testament is signified not.only a will, but
860 a last and unchangeshle will, we are hereby ad-
34
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monished- that in -réligio we. follow nofRing,’ der
seek for any thing forther tHaw we ar2 therein taughv
by God ; but that as there is one only true God, ‘s
there be but ohe godly worshipping aud paré religion
of one only God. ° Otherwise.we should daily fofge
aursslves new-feigned: réligions ; -and.every hationy
every city, and every mari -would’ have his own e«
veral religion ; yea, we.shonld i our doings folfow
for our guide, not religiofi ‘and true godlimess; the
beginning and foundation ‘of virties, but supersti-
tion, a deceitful shadow of godliness; whieh is:wost
:;ih to gee by the sundry and.imnumerable, not res
ions, but worse than doting superstitibns . of thg
old geéntile nations, who otherwide, in worldly mao:
fers, were very wise facn. : D I B
* Ma. Dost thou then affirm that alk things necess
to godliness and salvation are contamed in-thd
wntten word of God ? N REPR I A
Scho. Yea; for it werea point of intolerable uns
godliness and madness to thimk, either .that God
- hath left an imperfect doctrine, or that man were
sble:to make that perfect: which God left. imperfect;
Therefore the Lord hath most straitly forbidden mew;
that they ‘neither .add: any “thing to, nos take ang
thing from, his word, nor taurn any way from it;
gither to the right hand or to the left. )
" Ma. If this be tree that thou sayest, to what pow
then are so many things so oft in:coumncils, ee
tlesiastical assemblies, decreed, and by legrned meA
daught in preaching, or left in writing? >
Schn, All these things serve either to expounding
‘pf dark plices of the word; God, and to take away
controversies that arise smong men, or to the or-
‘derly stablishing of the. outward governance of the
‘thurch, and n‘o:cz make pew articles of religior'.
Por all things neceéesary to salvatios, that is to sa
“ow godliness, haliness, and religion are to be p
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snd oncorruptedly yielded - for God; whit. obedierice!
is to be givenr to God, by which alone the order of &
godly life is to be framéd ; .what affiance we ought
to pat in God; how.God is to be called:upon, and
all good things to be imputed to him ; what form is
to be kept im celebrating the divine mysteries : -all
these things, I say, are to be learned of the word of
God, without the knowledge whereof all these things
are either atterly unknown, or.most absurdly done ;:
so that it were far bettér' that they were not dode a8
all, as the Lérd himself witnesséth. that ignorance of
the Scripture is ‘the mother of all errors,; and ‘hd
himself in Ive teaching doth’ commonly sllege the
written, word of God, and-1d it he sendeth as to learm
of it. For this cause thenefore, in ©ld timés alsoy
the word of God was openly read in churches, and
the help of expouriders-udeth-when they might have
themn, as appeareth by therhistories of the:church
And the Lord himself, immhediatelv befove. his ascend-
ing 1o heavem, gave primcipally in .charge -to-his
Apostles. whiom he had chasen, that they.should i
struct all men throughout: the world with' his word;
And Psul, folléwing his example, ordamed thet'séme
should be appointed in every church to teach the
people, for that he well knew that faith and-alk things
pertaming to E:dliness do hung upon the reating and
mg of the word of God, and that thereforé
apostles, teachers, prophets, and expounders, ‘ard
most necessary m the chrarch of God.
Ma. Dost thou then think that we are bound to
hear soch teacherd and expounders? e
8cho. Even as the Lord himself if he were present,
o far as they teach only those things which they have
veceived of the Lord ; which himself witnesseth, say~
ing, < He that heavéth you, heareth me ; he that de-
spiseth you, despiseth me :” yea and mereovér, to
these preachers of his word hie hath given the power
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to biid ahd locee, thet whose sizis adever they by the:
word of God shall pardon or detain in earth; the same
shall be pardoned or detained in heaven. .

Ma.: le it enough to liear them once tréat of re-
cion ? o

Sche. We ouglit to be the scholars of Christ to
the end, or rather, without end. It is not there-
fore enough for a mari to begin, unless he continue ¢
and such is .our dulness and forgetfulness; that we
must oft be taught and put in retmembrance, ofg
Feked forward, and, as it were, pulled by the ear,
For thiogs but once or seldom heard ate wont lightly
%0 slip out of mind. . And for this cause /as is afore-
said) every S8abbath-day (as appeareth by the ecclesie
gatical histories), the peaple assembling together, the
word of God was openly. read, and the expounders
thereof, if any were present, were heard; which cuss
tom is aleo at this day received in our churches b
the ordinahce of the Apostles, and so of God himaelf.
. Ma. Dost thou then think that the word of God
is to be reed in a strange tongue, and such as the

le understandeth not ? ' :

. Sche. That were grossly to mock God and hia
people, and shamelessly to. abuse them both. For
whereas God commandeth. that his word be plainly
tead to young and old, menand women, namely, to
she intent that all may understand and learn to fear
ghe Lord their God, as he himself in his own word
expressly witnegseth, it were a very mockery that the
word of God, which is appointed by God himself
to teach his people, should t: read to the people in
A tongue.unknown to them, and whereof they can
learn nothing.  Also St. Paul doth treat of this mat-
ter, and thgreupon concludeth that the unlearned
people cannot answer Awen to the thanksgivi
_which they understaud not, but that the readers an
the hearers should be strangers the one to the other,
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If an thin be spoken in the congregation that is not
A oocf of th‘:n that be present ; and that he bad

nther to speak in the church of God five words un-

derstodd, than five thousand words not wadersteod.

Ma, Shall we then have sufficiently discharged
our duties, if we s0 endeavour ourselves that we hear
and understand the word of God ? -

Scho. No. For we must not only hear and un.
derstand the word of God, but also with steadfast
assent of mind embrace it as the truth of Ged de-
scended from heaven, and heartily love. it, yield oure
selves to it, desirous and apt to learn, and to frame
our minds to obey it, that, being once planted in
our hearts, it may take deep roots therein, and bring
forth the fruits of a godly life, ordered according te
the rule thereof, that so it may turn to our salvation
us it is ordained. Itis therefore certain that we miust,
with all our travail, endeavour that in reading it, in
stodying upon it, and in_hearing it both privately
and publicly, we may profit: but profit in any wise
we cannot, if it be set forth tous in atongue that

we know nat.

Ma. But shall we attain to such perfection as thod

est of, by only reading the word of Ged, and

ili tly heanng it, and the teachers of it ?

ciw Forasmuch as it is the wisdom of God, meh
should vainly labour in either teaching or learnmg it,
unless God would vouchsafe with the teaching of ~his
Spirit to instruct our hearts, as Paul teacheth, that is
vain is the planting and the watering, unless God give
the increase : therefore,. that we may attain the wis,
dom of God, hidden iu his word, we must with fer
vent prayer crave of God that "with his Spirit. he
lighten our minds, being darkened with extreme
darkness, For Him ‘the Lord"hath promised to us
to be our teacher sent from heaven, that shall guxde
‘ug into all truth,
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" Md. lnto what chief parts dost thou divide all.this
word of God ? . .

Scho. Into the law and the Gospel..

-Mu. How be these two known the one from the
other } Ce

Scho. The law setteth ont our duties both .of god-
liness toward God, that is, the true worshipping of
God, and of charity toward our neighbour, and se-
werely requireth and exacteth our precise obedience,
and to the obedient promiseth everlasting life, but
to the disobedient pronounceth threatenings and
pain¥, yea, and eternal death. The Gospel con-
taineth the promises of God ; and to the offenders of
the law, so that they repent them of their offence, it
promiseth that God will be merciful through faith in
Christ,
." Ma. Hitherto then thon hast declared that the
wortl 5f- God doth teach us his will, ahd containeth
oll things needful to salvation, and that we ought
" edrnestly to study uponit, and diligently. to hear the
teathers and expounders of it; but, aboveall things,
that we must by prayer obtain us a teacher from
#redven 3 and what s the word of God, and of what
jparts it cbnsisteth.

Scho. It is trae. ,
- Ma. Since then Christian religion floweth out of
God's word as out of a spring-head: as thou hast
- before done with God’s word, so now divide me also
eeligion itself, which is to be drawn out of God’s
word, into her parts and members, that we may plainly
determine whereunto each part ought to be applied,
ahd, &s it were, to certain marks to be directed. .

Seko. As of the word of God, so of religiou also,
there are principally two parts; obedience, which the
faw, the perfect rulé of righteouasness, commandeth ;
and faith, which the Gospel, that embraceth the
promises corcerning the mercy of God, requirdth.
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Ma. It seemeth yet that there are either more or
other parts of religion ; for sometiroes, in dividing i, .
the holy Scriptures do use other names. .

Scho. That is true. For sometime they divide
whole religion into faith and charity, and sometime
into repentance and faith. For sometime for obe-
dience they set charity, which by the law is re-
quired to be perfect towards God and men; and
sometime because we perform neither obedience nar
charity such as we ought, they put in place thereof
repentance mqst necessary for sinners to the qhtain-
ing of the mercy of God. Some, which like ta have
more parts, do set forth first out of the law, the
knowledge of aur due duty, and damnmatioa by the
law for forsaking and rejecting our duty; secondly,
out of the Gospel, the knowledge and affiance of
our deliverance ; thirdly, prayer and craving of the
mercy and help of God ; fourthly, thanksgiving for
deliverance other benefits of God. But howsa-
ever they differ in names, they be the same things;
and to these two principal parts, obedience and faith,
in which is contained all the sum and substance of
our religion, all the rest are referred. For whereas
many do add, as parts, invocation and thanksgiving,
and the divine wysteries most nearly conjoined to
the same, which are commonly called sacraments,
these in very deed are comprised within, those two
former parts. Kor no man cap truly perform the
duty towards God, either of affiance or of obedience,
which will not, when any necessity distresseth hims,
flee to God, and account all things to come from
him, and, when ogcasion and time serveth, rightly
use his holy mysteries. .

Ma. 1 agree with thee, that all may be drawn to
these two pasts, if a man will precisely and somewhat
narrowly treat of them. But forasmuch as the most
precise manner of dividing is not to be pequited of
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children, I had rather that somewhat in plainer sort
shon divide religion into more parts, that the whole
matter may be made the clearer. Therefore let us
‘handle these things more grossly, so it be more
‘openly. R ' '
~ 8cho, Where you like best to deal with me in

plainer sort, 1 may conveniently of two parts make
four, end divide whole religion into obedience, faith,
invocation, and racramients. :

Ma. Go tothen. Since I desire to have this teach-
-ing of religion to be as plain as may be, let us keep
this order ; first, to inquire of obedience, which the
law requireth ; secondly, of faith, which looketh to
and embraceth the promises of the Gospel; thirdly,
of invocation and thanksgiving, which two are most
nearly joined together; fourthly and lastly, of the
sacrements and mysteries of God. - '

Scho.” And I, worshipful master, shall willingly,
-sccording to my slender capacity, answer your ques»
tions as I am taught by the holy Seriptures,

THE FIRST PART.
OF THE LAW AND OBEDIERNCE,.

Ma. Forasmuch as our obedience whereof we have
first to speak, is to be tried by the rule of the law of
God, it is necessary that we first search out the whole
substance and nature of the law, which being found
and known, it'cannot be unknown, what and ¢f what
sort our obedience ought to be. Therefore begin to
tell what thou thinkest of the law.

- §eho, I think that the law of God is the full and in
all points perfeot rule of the righteousness which is
tequired of man, which commandeth those things
that are to be done, and forbiddeth the contraries,
Jn this law God hath restrained all things to his own

wiepd judgmient, so'as no godlimess toward him nar
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dutifoiness toward men, can be sllowed of him but
that only which doth in all things agree with the
straitness of this rule, Vainly therefore do mortal
men invent to themselves forms of liness and
duty after their own fancy; for God hath set forth
to us his law written in two tables, as a most sure
guale both of our worshipping of God and of our du-
ties to men, and therewith also hath declared thet
there is nothing on earth more pleasant and acceptable
¢o him than our obedience. '

Ma. Whereof treateth the first table? - :

Scho. It treateth of our godliness toward God, and
containeth the first four commandments of the law.

Ma. W hereof treateth the second ? »

Scho. Of the duties of mutual charity or love
among men, which containeth six commandments.
And so in a sum ten commandments make up the
whole law ; for wbich cause the law is calied the Ten
LCommandments.

Ma. Rehearse me the first commandment of the
first table.

Scho. < Hear, O Israel,. I am the Lord thy God,
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have none
other gods before me.” .. . . P

Ma. Why doth God first speak somewhat of hind-
self and of his benefit? . - : S

Scho. He hath principally care that the estimation
of the laws ordained by him should not be - shortly
abated by contempt : and therefore that they might
have the greater authority, he useth this, as it were,
pn entry, “ Lam the Lord thy God.” In which worde
be teacheth that he is our Maker, Lord, and Seviour,
and the Author of all good. And so with good right
by his dignity of a law-maker, he challengeth to
himself the authority of commanding; and by his

goodngas he procureth fayour to bis law; and by
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thera Hoth Yogether, burdensth-ub with’ neebsity
phey it, unless we will be both rebels.against
thet is. maost mlghty, and unthankful toward. him -
ithat is most bountifial. .
. Ma. But wheseas he: spe:keth of {srael by name,
#nd meketh expressly mention of breaking the yoke
of the bondage f Egypt, doth not this belong only
40’ the poople of lsrael?
. Scho. God indeed rescued the Isrselites. by L
servant Moses ‘from bodily bondage; but he hath
delivered all men that be his, by his Son Jesns.Christ,
#$reni the’spiritnal thraldom of sin, and the .tyranny
af the dewil, wherein else they had lain pressed amd .
oppressed. This kind of deliverance pertaineth ipy - -
slifferently to all men which put their trust in Gog ™
Mheir deliverer, -and, to their power, abey his lawsy -
svhich ¥ they do not, he doth by this.rehearsal of -
his mpct great benefit pronounce that they shall be
guilty of most great unthankfulness. For-let every.
man imagine the devil, that hellish Pharaoh, ready. . «
to oppress him, and how sin is that foul mire in
Which he moatﬁhhxly walloweth ; let him- set before
‘the eyes of his mind hell, the most wretched Egyp-
tian boudage, and then shall he easily perceive that
this freedom, whereof I speak, is the thing that he
ought prinkipaily ta desire, as the thing of most great
importance to him, whereof yet he shall be most un-
wortby, unless e honour the Author of his deh-
anee with all serviee and obedxence

Ma.. Say on
Scho. Afker ‘that he hath thus stablished thc -
. of his law, now followeth the commandmens,
% Thon shalt have none other gods before me.”

Me. Tell me what this meaneth.

Scho. Thiacommandment condemneth and forbid-
dctb idolatry, which God thoroughly hateth.

A, ;Whiat is idolatry, or to have strangagods?
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Scha. Tt igin the place of the one only true God,
which hath openly and manifestly shewed and dis?
closed himself unto us in the holy Scriptures, to
set- other persons or things, and of them to framé
and make to ourselves, as it were, certain’ gods, to
worship them a8 gods, and to set and repose our
trust irr them. Ror-God commandeth as to acknow-
ledge him-alone:for our only God; that is, that of
those things that wholly belong to his majesty, and
which we owe ‘to himn alone, we transfer not any
part, be it never so little, to any other, but that to
him alone and entirely we give hig whole honour and
service, whereof to yield any whit to any other were
a most heinous offence.

Ma.' What be the things that we properly owe
to God alone, wherein thou sayest that his proper
and pecuoliar worship consisteth ? -

Scko. Innumerable are the things that we owe to

.God ; but they all may be well peduced to f’our chxef

points. .

Ma. What be they? C N

Scho. That we give to his 'mujesty thé dovereign
honour, aad to bis goodness the greatest-love and
-ﬁame that we fiee to him, and erave his help; thiat
with thankfaess we yield, as due' te Mim, curselves
and all that we have. ~ Thes things are to be gien,
@s to none other, 80 to him alone, if we desire to
have - ian skme our God and to bé his pecuhar
people.
. Jda. What meun these last wwds bgbre me, or
in my sight ?

Scio. That we canmot onice so mhiich as tend €0 re-

flfom God, Lit that God is witnesy df it s

for thete' i nothing so close ricr:so sééret that cart b
hid from him. Modreover, he theieby declaveth tivat
he requireth not énfy the Honout-of Spen edrfession,
hat.sbo- inwayd and amber'e godliness of “beagt, fot

VOoL. VIiil.
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that, he is the understander  and Judge‘ of mt
thoughts.
. Ma. Well then, let this be .enongh amd of the
first commandment. Now let us go on to the second.
- Scho. ¢ Thou shalt not meke to thyself any graven
image, nor the likeness of any thing that is in the
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the
water under the earth : thou shalt. not bow down to
" them, nor worship them ; for I the Lord thy God
am 3 jealous Gad, and visit the sins of the fathers
) upon the children unto the third and fourth genera~
‘tion of them that. hate me, and shew mercy. onto
‘thousands in them that love me, and keep my cem-
mandments.” .
5. Ma. What is the meamng of these words? |
? Scho. As in the first commandment he command:
eth that himself alone be hanoured and worshipped,
20 in this, commandment he. restraineth us from all
superstition, and from all wrongful and bodily inven-
tions, foresmuch as the worshipping of him oughtto
be spiritial and pure ; and chiefly he frayeth us frem
the most gross fa F ult, of outward ldolatry
"Ma. It seemeth then that this law wholly coni
demneth the arts of painting and portraiture, so that
jtjs not lawful to have any images madeat all. - . -
Scho Not so. - But he first forbiddeth us to make
y images to express or counterfeit God, or to
' JVOl'lhlp him withial ; and secondly he chargeth us not
to wonh the images themselves.
hy is_it. not lawful to express Godmtha
bod' ly “and Visible form ? -
”  Scho. Becayise there can be ‘no likeness oragre&
ing between Gogl, which s a Spirit eternal, ynmes
surqble, dufinite, mmrﬂﬂ‘m bley: severed: from ol
martal camposition and a frail, bodily, silly;. spirits
dges, qnshywia shapa. . Thegeforé they do moast m_ym
wugy abie ;mp;esby of L’bemost@oodand

Qo
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great God, when they go about ih such sort to make
resembhmce of him. -

Ma. Have they not then said we“ whlch affirth
that i images are unlearnéd men’s books ?

Scho.~1 know not whiat manner of books they be §
but surely, concerning:God, they -cun teach ‘s no-
thing but errors.

Ma. What manuer of worlshrppmg is that whxch ,
is here condemned ? :

Scho. When we, mtet\dmg to pﬂay, do turn our-
selves to portraitures or ‘images; when we do fall
dosn and kneel beforé them with uncovering owr
heads, or with other signs shewing any honour unto
them, asif God were represented unto us by them
bneﬂy, we are in this law forbidden, that we neither
seek nor worship God' in images, or, which is all
one, that we worship not the images themselves in
honour of God, nor in any wise by idolatry o supera
stition abuse them with injdiryto his majestyi’ Other<
wise the lawful use of making pdrttmtures and ol
paintings is not forbidden.

Ma. By this thou' tellest fie it may cdsily be ga:
thered that it is very perilous to set ’any ‘images or
pictares in churches, which ate prbpérly aPpomted
for the ohly worshipping of God.

t that is true,” we have fad alfeady {od
mueh cxpeneuce, by thedecuy ih a manner of whule- "
religion, .

Ma. Yet there - remameth a ceftain, s it Were,
-addition ér appendaht of ihis-law.: - R

Scho. ¢ For I (saith he), I the Lord'yourG@d doy -
jealbus God, #nd visit the binsof the: 'famerd uport
the, &c. ke . .- :
- - Ma.To what- end; ot wherefdre, wefe :hu tﬁ!hgt

en? cr

" Stho, THese serve to- this &id; to atablih and
‘eonfirm this-Jaw; by edding, as §. were; a cortdii

c3
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special decree,  For in naming himeelf our Lord and.
our God, he doth by two reasons, that is, in respect
of his authority, and of his bountifulness, urge us
to obey him in all things. And by this word jealousy,
he declareth that he can abide.no partner or equal.

-Ma. What is, the reason of this jealousy that thou

kest of ? ) :

Scko. "A most jugt reason. . For since that to ps
‘which have nothing deserved, only of his own infinite -

uess, be hath given lnmoelf by most good right
t is that he will have us, to be wholly, altogether,
. and entirely his own. For this is that bond, as it
were, of a holy marriage, wherein to God, the faithful
husband, aur souls, as chaste spouses, are coupled s
Whose chastity standeth in this, to be dedicated to
God alone, and to cleave wholly to him, like as
on the other side our souls sre said to be defiled with
adultcry when they swerve from God to idolatry or
superstition, Ancl how much more heartily the hus~
band loveth his wife, and the chaster he is himself,
s0 much is he more grievously displeased with his
wife when she breaketh her faith,

Ma. Go on.

$cho. Now.to the intent to shew more vehemently
how he hateth idolatry, and with greater fear to re~
agrain us from offending therein, he threatepeth that
he will take vengeance nat only of them that shall so
offend, but also of their chlldren and posterity. .

Ma. Bus how doth this agree with the righteous-
ness of God, that any one should hepumshnd for
agother’s bffenoq ?

Scha. The very state of maskind doth mﬁacntly
aseoil thisquestion.  For by nature we are all subject.
to dannetitin, 1 which stete if God do leave us, wa,
have no cause to complain of him. And as towsed..
the godly he sheweth hisloveand mercy, in defending
ad gherishipg shewr posierity with giviag themn theis
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tion whichi he owed thein'not ; éo tward the

ungodly he exécuteth his vengeance in 'Withholding’
that his goodness from their children, and yet in
the mean time he doeth them no wrong, but as he
found them, so leaveth them to their own dispositiop
and nature. o -

Ma. Go forward to the rest. ook

Scho. That he should not seemn to enhforce us with’
only threatenings, riow followeth 'the "other part,
wherein God, with gentle and libetdl‘praniising, en-
treateth and allureth us t6 obéy him. ' For he pro-
miseth that he will shew most great mercifulness both:
toward all themselves that love him and obey his
commandments, and also toward their postérity. =~ .

Ma. B‘y what reason dost thou think this o be’
righteous O T N

Scho. Some reason it'is bécause of |
Gtion wherein godly parents do' so
children, that they commonly use to st
their heirs in the true fear and fove:
nature itself draweth us to'a good wi
friends’ children. But the surest redsc.. ., .... _
%o promiseth, who neither cin sweive from righ<
teousness, nor at any time break his promise.” .

Ma. Butit appeareth that this is not continually
cerrain, and ever falleth so.  For sometimes godly’
parents beget ungodly children;, and such as gé out’
of kind from their parents’ goodness, whom God,’
sotwithstanding this promise, hath grievously pu-
w. e e e - ...-..,- REERE '-"\‘

Stho. This indecd canidt' be dénied. ' For a5 God;,
when he will, ‘sieweth himself mertiful o the chil-
dren of the wicked, 5o is he by no such pecessity’
bounden to the children 6f the ;,I;dly, but' that he is
st liberty to reject such of them as he will. But
therein he always useth such moderation, that the
truth of his proniise ever vemaineth steadfust,

c3
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Ma. . Where afore he speaketh of revenging, ba,
pameth but three. or four. generations at the moaf]
gy doth he here, in speakmg of merey, contain_a.

ousand ! .

- Scha. To shew thqt lm is much mere mclmed tp
mercy and to liberality, than be-is. to»neveuty ;. ke
a8 also in another place he professeth that hq is very
slow o wrath, .angd most ready to forgive. - |

.. By all this that thou hast.said, I see thou D
derstandest that God esade special ‘provision that. the.
worsh'ppmg of bim, .which aught to be spirjtual and
most pure, should not be defiled with any.gress-ida..

or superstition. -

g’ Yea, he most, eamestly prowndcd for it. For
50 hath not ouly plainly and largely reckening up

I forms of i images, decreed it in a manner ju the
first part of his law, as a -thing that principally .con-
cerneth his majesty, but also bath confir this,
law with, terrible threatenjogs to the offender,. and,
on the otber side offering most great rewards teo. the
observer of it, So that jt' may well seem mqre than
wonderfu] thit this commandment was ok qnder-
stood, as ‘being obscure, or not espi ing
ﬁlthn the multituge, or not regarded, ag ];ghtor of
small charge, ea, that it hat L h been as it, weye. whelly
peglected ofa n, asifit had beer no cammand-
ment, wx;h no'a: tenmgs, no promlse& pd;pmpd
unlo it. © ¢ >

Mq It is trye as thou; sayeeh. Bu} mw ng-.
hearse me the third. cl:ommat:gmeﬂz::, » Q{ Lprd

. Scho. * Thou shali- not.take thename, ofjthe ‘
thy God lftfhvm:?, for the -Loxd wdl not 'hold,huq
gunlt!ess that taketh his pame imvain.” . |

Ma. Tell me: what is it.to take ch,e name o{ God
in vain.

? Sc/qa To, abuqe it cither with- forswcqnng, or thh,
Qweanng rash! y, unadyisedly, and without necessity,
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et writh.omce namisg. it- without. s ‘weighty eadse.
For since the majesty of God’s name is most hBly;
we b all means to.beware, that we seém not
sither to- it ourselves, or to give other any
occasion to despise.it’; . yes, aud 50 to see thaﬁw{
mever-onae utter the imme of God without most
revéerence, that it'may ever appear honoursble anfd
gloriaws: both tg eurselves and to-ell other. For %
is not lawful once to think, much less to speaky-of
God and -of his- works, otherwise than to. his ho=.
aovr.: Brefly, whasoever useth the naine of Go6d
.otherwise than for the most welghtyeauses, aisd fdl'
most- holy teatters, sbuseth it.
- Ma.: Wlnt thinkest 'thou thert of them~tha@blas-
pheme God, and of soecerets, and wach othe- kihﬂi
of ungodly men ? AREEE:
« &cko. 3f-they.do great injury toGod whqu rs&
Xis name only. ofzartam lewd coston snd (T
perate: réadiness of speech, mch moré. 4o they make
shemselves: gailty of a mest heinous and outrageods
efftnde, which-abuse the name of God “in. bam:ﬁg%“
i cuweings, i enchantments, in forespeakmgs, ‘of
0 suy other manner:of. :upevstitwn _ .
' M htheuemythﬂﬂ usmgafthemmeof‘@odv

Scho au forsoothu When an oath i3 thken E!'
A jast canse; either to- affirm & truth,. ‘specially if the.
réquive or command it, or for any’ other
asaites. of. great impdrtance;, wherein we ure either
to maintaii- inviolage the honour of God; or to pre.
serve mutual agréementand charity amiong men.

Ma. May ws thevelare dawfiilly y>: whensoevenwa
say truth, ueean oath with:it »

" Scho. | have already: said, thatssthlua not- lam'ﬁl! :
for 0. the estimation and- reverence of the nuie’ é!‘
God. should. be abated, -and.' should™ -become. of* no
price, and.contemried as commén.. Bot whea in &

C 4
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warighty mapter the truth shoud stherwise net be by
lwvcd, we may lawfully donSrmpit- umlun uﬂl Wi

.Ma, What followeth- neat % -

. Scho. ‘“.Far the Losd wild .ot lnitlum gmldea
that. tuketh his pame in vain.¥;. - ‘ “

+, Ma.. Sinoetied deth i ather plates pmnm
that he.will punishs generaly slithe:breakers of his
law, why -doth be here pnmcuhrly tlrum them
that -abuse his nfmae ? .. - . "

. Scho. His‘wgeeaing. was tor shel how blj\ly
csteemeth the glory-of his meme, to the ..end. shas,
#Eing pMpishment ready for us, we should-se muth
the more heedfully beware 'of profanely abusieg!it. :

. Maq. thon think it lawbel to:swear.by the

pames of sains, or by-the. names of otbevmeu o
creatures ?
. Spho. No. For sincea hvﬁxloaﬁusnbthm clae
but the swearer’s religious :affirming - that hs. dlﬂ
a9d useth- God, the knower and judge of alh thivge,
for witness that be sweareth a toue. osth, dmdvthat
hecalleth upagand wiaheth the: ssine God to be: e
Runisher. and avenger of his. lying. and offemes o he
swear falsely ; it were & most. homesssin to)paet or
Fommesicale atpeopg other pensqps or cieatuced: this
honour of God's wisdom and ma_)estl vhldn&hu
Qwn. proper: agg pecubiar Honour, i - -

i Ma. Now-remasinsth. .the. feartly. commulmnot,
which is the. last copnmandment:of the fiests table, . .
1. 8gho. ¢ Rememher:that taakhqep holy the Sabbatin.
day. Sixdaysebalt thow:lsbodr,suthdo all that shoa
hast to do.. Butithe sevenshudayis sbe Sabbatk of the
Lord thy Gatle .In.it..shou’ shalt do.no hanner of
work : thou, and’ thy sam, and:.thy daughter, and
thy man.servint;,. and :thy maid.servant; thy. eattle,
wd shastrapger that isawithin: thy. gutes.. For 1in

iy days, the Lowd: made heaven: and:eanth, theiseay

. ke e
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#d afl thet in~them is, arfd rested the seventy day.
Wherefore the ‘Lord blessed the seventh day, and
hallowed it.™

Ma. What meaneth this word Sabbath? -

Scho. Sabbath, “by interpretation, s»gmﬁeth rest.
That day, for that it is appointed only for the word
shipping of God, the godly st Tay aside all worldly
Busifiess, that they 'may the more diligently mtend to
refigion and godiiness.

Mo Why hith God set- herem'hefore us 4n ex
ample of himself for us to-follow ?

Scho. Because notable and ndble examp‘ do mere
thoroughly stit and sharpeti en’s mindg. For ser-
vants do willingly follow their master]’ and chikdred
théir parent. ‘- And nothing is' more to e desired of
mien, than to frame themSelves to the example and
jmitation of ‘God.

M. Sayest thou then that we must every seventh
chy abstain from all labour?

Scho. This commandment kath a double consi-
deration. Por inasmuch as it containg@h a ceretnony,.
and requireth dnly outward rest, it belongéed ‘pecn-
Mly to the Jéws, and hath not the force of a' con-
tinuing and eternal law. Bat riow by the coming of
€hrist, as the ‘other shadews of Jewish ceremonies
are abrogate, so is this law also in this behalf abridged.

Ma. What then beside 'Thé:ceremony is-thére ‘re-
shaining, whereunth we are stilf perpetually boand P

Seho. This law- was ordained for these causes :-fiist,
to:stabish and maintain an ecclesiastical dlscnpm\e,
and a certsin order of the Chiristim commonwealy

secondly, to provide for the state of- servants, that it -

be made tolerablé ; mlrdly, eéxpress & ce'rtam
form and figuré éf the: spikitust vest.

Ma. What is that ecolesiawcal dwcipnnb tlm.‘
thoa spealest of? ~ "

Scho. That the people assemble together to hear
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the'dontrive of Christ;. to, yield. cdafession of -thei
fgith, to make openly: public prayers:to God, to celes
brate and retain the wmrernory-of: Ged’s works and be<
nefits, and to use the mysieries that,he hath. lefc us.

- Ma. Shall it be eaoghao huve dnue thesp evcry
spventh. dag.? .. ;.

~§cho.. These tbmgl .mdeed every man pnvahely-
enght.m record .ind.think .upoo every day ; but for
our negligence and- weakness sake, wpe certain epe-
cigl day is by public order appointed for.this matter.

Ma. Why was there ‘in this commandmeut, prox
wision. made for relieving of servants 2

. 8cha., It. was reason, that they..which be undes
other. men's power, shquld have some time to rest:
from labour. .. For. else- theic state shonld be.toa
grievaus and too bard to.bear. And surely meet it
was that servants should, together' with -us, some-
$ime serve Him that i the gpmmon master of them
and us ; ‘yea, and farther toc, since he hath by Christ
adoptgd. them to himeelf as weill as us. [t is also
profitghle for the masters themselves - that servanth
shoplg pomctluws rest between thejr workings,.that,.
after, zesp;tmg their work awhile, duy soay - !etum_
wore fresh.and lusty toitagaie. < Jn v.b -

Ma, qumnamcth for choe &o tell of the spm..
t“al rest..! tediy

.. Scho. . That is, . when, xestmg fnom wotldly hﬂn-

ness, and -rom-our. aven. works and: studies, .and ag. it,

weze having a cestaincholy-vacation, we yield ourselves
.nhplly tp, Gad's. governance, that he may do.- hie
works, in;ue:-and:when (as the Scriptyre termeth :it).
we grocify ,qu; flegh,; we bridle. the froward desives:
agd :matiqns of our . heart, -restrainjng.-our own: nar:
ture, that we may..qbey -the will of God. For so.
shall we most, aptly reduce and bring.ithe figure and
ii:;fge of eternal rest to the very thing apd, truth:

.. Y
LoD R O
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Ma. Mny we then eutawayzh-mon theotlur
da s?

{de No for when wehmonoahegun, vcmus
go forward .to. the end, thropghont the whole race.of,
our life  And the number.of veven, fospsmuch as in.
the Scripture it signifieth perfeation, putteth us in re~
membrance that we ought wish all oyir-force gnd: en-
deavaour continuplly to hbon:and travail tpward . per-
fection : and yat thevewithal, it is shewed..us, that. so.
long as we live in this warla, we are far from.the per-.
fection -and full attaining of . this, spmtpal regt,. and-
that here is given us-but a. certsin .tagte of that.rest;
which we shull enjoy perfectly; fully, and moss, bk!ss-
edly in’the kingdom of God. -

. Ma, -Hitherto thou hast well rehearsed me the
lsws of the first table, wherein the true worshipping,
of God, which is the fountain of all good things, is
triefly compnehended. - INow therefore [ .wauld have:
thee tell me .what be the'duties of our chanty and
love towards. men, which duties do -spring sod are
drawn out of the same fountsin, and which sre con-:
tained in the secoud table. .

. Sche. The nd table b(gmneth thust . -Honmm
th ﬁtheundm mother; that thy days maybeloug

mthelandwhmhthelard giveth thee,” .
Ma. What is meant in- thas phee by thnwo:d
Honour ?

Scho. The honour ofpnmntsmaeth lovo.
fear, and revevence; and gonsisteth.as.in the preper
work and duty of it, in obeying them, in saviag,
helping, and. *Mﬂﬁeﬂw y and also feedigg undn-
Leving them if ever.they:be in need. |

M;z. Doth the law utenduly.m pqmm by na-
tare ’
‘ Sclao. Mthoughthev wordsceemtoqpnsno

: yet we must uademand that all those to whom
an an ority is given, as magistrates, ministers of the
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dhurcly, dcheotimasterst: finalty, M chiey that Have any

ornament, either of reverend age, or of wit, wisdoiti,
of Teartithg} ®orsHifs, o Wedlthy: stute; or otHerwise be
OMr Hupeétdors, - are contdilléd . ander ‘the name of
fathiery; UBésiise the suthory Both of thém and of
fithets’eomes out of ‘vAe fodtitain, -

M. HO0E Of what fowntalti ¥ -~ i -

18§thoi THe Holy decree: of the laws of God, by
which they’ are Becomé woishipful and honourable,
as'well ds iathpal parenits.  For from thence they all,”
whethér they be parents, ‘ptinces, imagistrates, or
othér “superiors, whatsoever they be, have al their
prewer! dnd authority ;* because by these it has pleased-
God 1o rule and govern the world. - o

- Ma. What is theartt By this that e eafleth’ ma- -
gistrates, 'and other superiors, by the ninfe of parerits?

- Sehb. To teich us thit they sé given ue of God;

Both: for ur own and pubic: beriefit, anvd efé6 by exe
difiple of thay authority, whidh efalt othiet ¥ netorafly’
Femst grudiged: at, to train’ arid éhare e mitid of mat,
which' of itself is puffed withl pride, and lotly 5 be’
under other’s commandment, fo the duty snd’ dbediv
¥ tdwirds magistraes. - Qibr W e ndme-of pa-
08, W are-charged not! only to' yidld awd obey to
magistriites; BUE dlso-td: lionder add Jove them\ And:
Rkewise bh ‘tHe othiér pirt, superiors are’ taught 85 to
govern their inferiors, as a just parent useth to rulé
ovép gobdohildrerr. - ot ¢ . o

© MR Whit wiedrieth that prombe which isadded
§G tlve eoth miltidthent ¥ -

- Sehis.. Thae ey shall enfjoy long Hife, and shall:”
long continue v suré and steadfast possession’ off
wedlttsl W pave -just ankd! dde honour to their pa-
rents and magistrates. . '
© M. PuE thiy promise seeneth! to' ¥elong' pecu-
Warly' Lo seehr Jews as' aié: kind' to thedr parents.

Séh - Iv:ivida’ deubt. thiat that' whith iy by name
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z:k:n of the land of Capash, pertaineth-euly, to the
But forasmuch as (God is Lord of the whole
world, what place soever be giveth,,gs‘w dwell in, the
same be promiseth end gasureth ys in this law that
we shall keep stil] in.our possession.

Ma. Bat why doth God reckon for a benefit Iong-
continued age in such 3 miserable and wuckqd life?

Scho. Becanse when be relieveth the miseries and
calamities of them that be his, or preserveth them in
50 many perils that beset them. round about, and
ealleth them back from vices and sins, he sheweth to
x a fatherly mind and good-will, as to his chil-

Ala. Doth it follow, on the contrary side, that
God beteth them whosg life is taken away quickly,
or before their ordinary race of years is espired, of
that be distressed with miseries and adversities of
this world ?

Scho. Nothing less: but rather the deﬂker that
any man is beloved of God, he is cammonly the
more burdened with advers,mes, or is wont, the sooner
to remove out of this life, as he, were dehve;ed spd
let by God out of prison.

Ma. Doth . not this in the mean time seem to
ahtetbeh'utha-dcredxtOfGodsprommql .

Scho. No, For when God doth promise us.worldix
good things, he always addeth this axception,, either

uttered or accretly implied ; that is, that the
same be not unprufitable.or burtful te our souls.
For it were agaiost order and, reason, if chief regard
should not be had-of the, soul, that we may so.eithes
sttsin or lack worldly commadities a3 we may. with
blesseduess enjoy eternal Jife far-ever. .

Ma. What. shell we- then say of them that be
disobedient ta-parevts o :hagiksates, or dQ. pjspse
them, yes, ackill tham .. . .

Scha. Commonly all such do exther oontumc -8

- - e
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"most vile and miserable life, or lose it most shamofullz,
‘being taken out of it with untimely or crael death,
‘or infamous execution. And not only in this life,
but als0 in the world to come, they shall for ever suf-
fer the everlasting punishment of their ungodliness,
‘For if we be torbidden by the commandment of God,
as here next followeth, to hurt any men, be they
‘never s0 much estranged from us, yea, even our ad-
‘versaries and deadly enemies, much-more to-kill them;
surely it is easy to perceive how much we ought to
forbear and beware of all doing of any injury to our
parents, of whom we receive our life, inheritance,
iberty, and country. And since it is' notably well
said by the wise men in old time, that natural duty
may be broke with a look, and that it is a most heie
nous wickedness once to offend his parents with word
er speech ; -what punishment can be found sharp
enough for lim that shall offer death to his parent,
for whom himself ought to have been conteunt to die
by the law of God and man, if need so required ?
" .Ma." Bat it is much more heinous for a man to
offend>¢r kill the parent of his country, than his own
parent ? _ :
Scho. Yea surely. For if it be for every private
man a heinous offence to offend his private parents,
and parricide to kill them ; what dhalr:ersay of tHem
that have conspired and borne wicked armour against
the commonweal, against thei? country,the most
ancient, sacred, and coiittnon mother of us' all, which
ought to be dearer to us than ourselves, and for whom
o honest man will stick to dieto do it good, and
against- the prince, the father of the country iteelf,
and parent of the commonweal ; yea, and to imagine
the overthrow, death, and destruction of thetm m
§t is high treason once to foreske or shrink from? So
outrageous a thing can in no wide be expressed ‘with
fitname; - . .2 er - S ..

"Ma. Now rehearse the sixth commandment.



. -

NOWRLL'S CARSOuESM. = 81

- Scho. * Thou shalt not kill.” ‘

Ma. Shall we sufficiently fulfil this law if we keep
our hands clean frotn slaughter and blood? -

Scho. God made his law not only for dutward
works, but also and chiefly for the affections of the
heart. NFor anger and hatred, and every desire to -
burt, is, before God, adjudged mmslaughter Thetes
fore these also God by this law forbiddeth us.

Ma. Shall we then fully satisfy the law if we hate

80 man ?

Scho. God, in condemning hatred, requireth !ove
towards all men, even our enemies, yea, so far as to
wish health, safety, and all good things to them that
wish us eul and do bear us a hateful and cruel mmd,
and, as much as in us lieth, to do them good.

Ma. What is the seventh commandment }

Scho. ¢ Thou shalt not commit adultery.”

Mu. What dost thou think to be contamed
therein?

Scho. By this commandment is forbidden alt kind
of filthy and wandering lust, and all uncleanness that
riseth of such lust, as fondness - in handling, uns
chasteness of speech and all wantonness of counte~
nance and- gesture, all ontward show of unchastit
whatsoever it be. And not only filthiness of won{;
end uncleanness of doings is forbidden by God ; but
«also forasmuch as both our, bodies and our souls are
the temples of the Holy Ghost, that honesty may be
kept updefiled in them -both, shamefacedness and
chastity is commanded, that neither our bodies be
defiled with uacleanness of .lust, nor our minds with
snhonest thoughts or degsires, but be always preserved
chaste and pure. . -

Ma. Go on to the- rest <

- Scho:- The -ejghth. cgmmanduwnt i8,- “ Thou sha!t
not steal.” By which commandment -are condemned
not only those thefts which are punished by men's
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laws, but also all frauds ahd deceivings.. But none
doth offend more heinously against this law than they
that are wont by means of trust to beguile them toward
whomn they pretend friendship. For they that break
faith, labour to overthrow the common snceour of .all
men. We are therefore commanded that we depeive
po man, that we undermine no man, that we suffat
not ourselves to he allured with advantsge or gain
of buying or selling, te do any wrong; that in trading
of buying or selling we seek not wealth unjustly, ner
make our profit by untrue and uneven measures and
weights, nor iucrease our riches with sale of slight
gnd deceitful ware.

Ma. Thinkest thou there is any more to be said
of this commandment ?

Scho. Yea forsooth; for not only outward thefts
and frauds are forbidden, and we are commanded to
use bargaining without guile and deceits, and to do
all things else without subtle undermining ; but also
we are charged to be altogether so minded, that
though we were sure to escape unpunished and uan-
espied, yet we would ofourselves forbear. from
wrong.  For that which is wrong before men to do,
is evil before God to have will to do, Therefore sl}
counsels and devices, and especially the very desice
to make our gain of other's loss, is forbidden by this
law. Finally, we are by this law commanded: to.ens
deavour all the ways we may that every man may
most speedily come to his own, and safely lu:ep that
which he possesseth.

Ma. What is the ninth commandment? -

Scho. “ Thou shalt bear no false -witnels againd
thy neighbour.”

Ma. What is the meaning of this eommapd-
ment?

Scho. That we break not our oa(h or faith. An&
_m thls Inw we are forbidden, ot only open and mani-

2
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fest perjuries, but also wholly all lying, slanders,
backbitings, and evil speakings, whereby our neigh-
bour may take loss or harm, or lose his good name
and estimation. For one example containeth a ge-
neral doctrine. Yea, and we aught neither ourselves
st any time to speak any false or untrue thing, nor
with our words, writing, silence, presence, or secret
assent in holding our peace, once allow the same in
other. But we ought always to be lovers and fol-
lowers of simple truth, ever to rest upon truth, to
bring forth all things diligently into the light of
truth, as place, time, or necessity shall require;
finally, ever ready to take upon us the defence of
truth, and by all ineans to maintain and wphold it. .

Ma. For satisfying of this law is it not enoeugh to
bnidle our tongue and pen?

Scho. By the same reason that I have before said,
when he forbiddeth evil speaking, he therewith also
forbiddeth sinister suspicions and wrongful mis-~
deemings. For this Lawmaker hath ever chief respect
to the affections of the heart. This law therefore
forbiddeth us to be inclined so much as to think evil
of our neighbours, much less to defame them. Yea,
it commandeth us to b¢ of such gentle sincerity and
indifferency toward them, as to endeavour, so far as
truth may suffer, to think well of them, and to our
uttermost power to preserve their estimation un-
touched. ~ : .

Ma. What 13 the reason why the Lord in his
law-doth term the corrupt affections of the heart by
the names of the most heinous offences? For he
comprehendeth wrath and hatred under the name of
manslaughter ; all wantonness and unclean thoughts,
under the name of adultery; and unjust coveting,
under the name of theft.

Scho. Lest we (as the nature of man is) should
.wink at the ungadly affections of the heart, as things

VOL. VIIf. D
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.of small weiglit, therefore the Lord setteth them out
by their true names, according as he measureth them
‘by the rule of his own righteousness. For our’
Saviour, the best interpreter of his Father’s meaning,
doth so expound the same: ¢ Whoso," saith he, * is
-angry with his brother, he is a manslayer; whoso
“lusteth after a woman, he hath comunitted adultery.”

Ma. But whereas only vices and sins are forbid-
' den in these commandments, why dost thou,.in ex-
pounding them, say that the contrary virtues are also
commanded therein? For thou sayest that in for-
bidding adultery, chastity is enjoined; and in for-
.bidding manslaughter and theft, most entire good
will and liberality is commanded. And so of the rest.
. Scho. Because the same our Saviour hath so ex-
pounded it, which setteth the sam of the law not in
.abstaining only from injury and evil doing, but in love
.and charity, like as the kingly Prophet had also be-
fore taught, saying, *“ Depart from evil and do good.”

Ma. Now remaineth the last commandment.

Scho. “ Thou shalt not covet thy mneighbour’s
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor
his servant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor
any thing that is his.”

Ma. Seeing, as thou hast oft said already, the
-whole law is spiritual, and ordained not only to re-
-strain outward evil doings, but also to bridle the in-
ward affections of the heart; what is there herein
:commanded more than was before omitted? -

Scho. God hath before forbidden evil doings and
-corrupt affections of the mind; but now he requireth
:of us a most precise pureness, that we suffer not any
.desire, be it never so light, nor any thought, be it
.pever _so. small, in any wise swerving from' right,
once to creep into our heart. .
: Ma. How then? dost thou say that umadvised
.and sudden desires, .and short thoughts thst -come
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upon the very godly, are sins; afthough they strive
against such, rather than yield to them? .
Scho. Surely it is plain that all corrapt thoughits;
although our consent be not added tb them, do pro-
ceed of our corrupt nature. And it i$ no doubt that
sudden desires that tempt the hearts of men, although
they prevail not so far as to win a steadfast assent of
mind and allowance, are in' this commandment con<
demned by God as sins. For it is meet that event
in oar very héarts and minds should shine befor&
God their most perfect pureness and cleanness. * Fot
no inmocency and righteousness but the most perfect
can please him, whereof he hath also set before u$
this his law a most perfect rule. ‘ :
Mou_ Hitherto thou hast shertly and plainly opened
the law of the ten commandments: but cannot all
these things that thou hast- severally and particularly
declared, be in few wdrds gathered, as it were, into
one sum? ' N } k i
Scho. Why nét? secing that Christ, our heavénly
schoolmaster, -hath comprised the whole pith and
substance of the law i z sum and short abridgrﬁml’,
m this mannet, aying, “Thou shalt love theLord'th
God with all thy heart, and with Il thy sool, and
with all thy mind, dnd with-all thy stredgth. And
this is the greatest commandment in the law. And
the secondis like unto this, Thou shalt lové thy
neighbour 4s thyself. For in these two corhmand=
ments aré contained the whole law and the prophets.”
‘Ma. What manner of love of God dost thou
take to be here required ? o er e
Scho. Such as is meet for God, that is, that we
acknowfedge hirh, both for our most mighty' Lord,
and our most loving Father, and most merciful
Savionr, Wherefore to this love is to be adjoined
both reverencé to his majesty, and obedience to his
will,"and affianice in his goodness. e
. D%
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Ma. What is meant by all the heart, all the soul,
all the strength? '

Scho. Such fervency and unfeignedness of love,
that there be no room for any thoughts, for any de-
sires, for any meanings or doings that disagree with
the love of God. Dear (as one saith) are our parents,
dear are our children, our kinsfolk, our friends, and
dearer yet is our country: but all the dear loves of
them all, entire zeal toward God, and the most per-
fect love of him, not only containeth, but also much
and far surmounteth ; for whom what good man will
stick to die? For every godly man loveth God not
ouly more dearly than all his, but also more dearly
than himself, -

. Ma. Now  what sayest thou of the love of our
neighbour ?

Scho. Christ’s will was, that there should be most
strait bonds of love among his Christians. And as
we be by nature most inclined to the love of ourselves,
80 can there not be devised a plainer nor shorter, nor
more pithy, nor more indifferent rule of brotherly love
than that which the Lord hath gathered out of our
.own nature and set before us, that.is, that every man
should bear to his neighbour the same good will that
he beareth to himself. Whereof it followeth that
.we should not do any thing to our neighbour, nor
say nor think any thing of him, which we would nat
have other to do to ourselves, or to say or think of
ourselves. Within the compass of which anly law,
which is indeed as it were the soul of all other laws,
if-we could be holden, surcly there were no need of
.50 many bars ef laws as men do daily devise to hold
men in from doing wrong one ta another, and to
‘maintain civil society, and all well near in vain, if
among men this one law be not regarded,

Ma. How far extendeth the name of neighbour?

Scko. The name of neighbour containeth -nat
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enly those that be of our kin and alliance, or friends,
or such as be knit to us in any civil bond of love,
but also those whom we know not, yea, and our
enemies.

Ma. Why, what have those to do with us ?

8cho. Surely they are knit to us with the same
bond wherewith God hath coupled together all man-
kind, which bond his will is to have inviolable and
steadfast, and therefore it cannot be taken away b
any man’s frowardness, hatred, or malice. For thoug
any man hate us, yet that notwithstanding, he re-
maineth still our neighbour, and so must alway be
accounted, because the same order by which this
fellowship and conjoining among men is knit together
ought alway to remain steadfast and inviolable.
Aund hereby it may be easily perceived why the holy
Scripture hath appointed charity or love to be oné of
the principal parts of religion. ‘

Ma. But what meaneth that addition in the end,
that therein are contained the whole law and the
prophets ? ' '

Scho. Because in very deed the sum of them all
belongeth thereunto. For all the warnings, com-
mandments, exhortations, promises, and threatenings,
which the law itseli’ and the prophets and apostles
do every where use, are directed to nothing else but
to the end of this law, as it were toamark. And all
things in the holy Scriptures are so applied to charity,
that they seem, as it were, to lead us by the hand
unto it. »

Ma. Now I would have thee to tell me what law,
that is that thon speakest of-—whether it is the
same that we call the law of nature, or some other
besides it?

Scho. 1 remember, master, that I have long ago
learned this of you, that is, that the law, as the high-
est reason, was by God grafted in the nature of man,

»3I
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while man’s nature was yet saund and uncorrupted,
being created after the image of God; so this law is
indeed, and is called, the law of nature. But since the
nature of man became stained with sin, although the
minds of wise men have been in some sort lightened
_with the brightness of this natural light, yet in the
most part of men this light is so put out, that scarca
any sparkles thereof are to be seen; and in many
en’s minds is deeply grafted a sharp hjtred of
(éod and men, against the ordinances of God and,
hig commandments written iu this law, which com-,
mand most hearty love to God and man, And
hereof cometh so great. ungodliness toward God, and-
so deadly cruelty toward men. _
. Ma .{Iow cometh it to pass that God would. have
these commandments written in tables ? -
" &cho. I will tell yoy. The image of God in maa, jsy,
since the fall of Adam, by original sin and by evil cus-,
tem, so darkened, and natural judgment so corrupt-
¢d, that man doth not sufficiently understand what
difference is between honest and dishonest, right and
wrong. Merciful God therefore, minding to renew
the same image in us, hath by his law, written in
tables, set forth the rule of perfect righteousness,
and that so lively and fully, that God requireth po
more of us but to follow the same rule. For be ac-,
teth none other sacrifice but obedience, and there-,
fore he hateth all, whatsoever it be, that we admit in
religion, or in the case of worshipping God without
his prescribed ordinance.
Ma. But where in this law there are no command-
ments set out of cyery man’s private yocation, how
+ can this be a perfect rule of life?

Scho. Though here be no commandments ex-
pressly set out cancerning the duties of every several
man, )et forasmuch as the law commandeth to give
to every man his owp, it doth in 8 sum comprise all
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the parts and daties of every man privately in his

degree and trade of life. And in these tables the

Lord hath briefly and summanly comprehended alb

those things which in the Scriptures are each-where
most largely set out concerning the several command-.

ments and duties of every several man.

Ma. Seeing then the law doth shew, a perfect
manner of worshipping God aright, ought we not
wholly to live according to the rule thereof ? '

Scho. Yea, and so much that God promiseth life
to them that live according to the rule of the law,
and, on the other side, threateneth death to themx
that brenk his law, as is aforesaid. - And for this
cause, in my division, ¥ have named obedience as one
of the principal parts of religion,

Ma. Dost thou then think. them to be Justnﬁed
that do in all things obey the law of God ?- .

Scho. Yea surely, if any were -able- to perfarm it;
they should be justified by the law; but -we are all
of such weéakness, that neman in all points fulfillethi
his duty. For though we put case, that there be ove:
found that performeth the law in some point, yet
shall he not thereby be justified- before God ;- for he
pronoanceth them all to be accursed and abommablq
that do not fulfil all thmgs that are contamed in thé
law. »

Ma. Dost thou then determine -that no mo:'tal'
man is jostified before God by the law ?

Scho. No man. For the Scriptures do also prm
nounce the same.

Ma. Why then did God make such a law as re-
quireth a perfection above our ability? v
Scho. In making the law, God respected not .so
much what we were able to perform, which by oup
own fault are very weak, as what was meet for his own
righteousness. And forasmuch as none. but the
highest righteousness could please God,- it behoveth

D4 :
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that the rule of life which he set out should be tho~
roughly perfect. Moreover, the law requireth no-
thing of us but that we are bound to perform. But
since we are far from due obeying the law, men can
have no sufficient or lawful excuse to defend them-
selves before God ; and so the law accuseth all men
for guilty,” yea, and condemneth themn before the
judgment-seat of God.: and that is the cause why
Paul calleth the law the ministry of death and
damnation.

Ma. Doth then the law set all men in this mosE
remediless state ?

Scho. The unbelieving and ungodly the law doth
set and leave in such case as I have spoken, who, as
they are not able to fulfil the least jot of the law, so
have they no affiance at all in God through Chhst.
But among the godly the law hath other uses,

Ma. What uses ?

Scho. First, the law, in requmng- 50 preclse per-~
fectness of hfe, doth shew’ to the godly, as it were,
a mark for them to level at, and a goal to run unto,
that, daily profiting, they may with earnest endea-
vour travel toward the highest uprightness. This
purpose and desire the godly, by the guiding of Ged,
do conceive. But principally they take heed, so much
as they are able to do and to attain to, that it may
not be said there is an{ notorious fault in them. Se-
condly, whereas the law requireth things far above
men’s power, and where they find themselves toq
weak for so great a burden, the law doth raise them

‘up to criave strength at the Lord’s hand. More-

over, when the law doth continually accuse them, it
striketh their heart with a wholesome sorrow, and
driveth them to the repentance that I spake of, and
to beg and obtain pardon of God through Christ, and
therewithal restraincth them, that they trust not upon
their own innocency, or presume to be proud in the
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sight of God, and is always to them as a bridle to
withhold them in the fear of God. Finally, when
beholding by the law, as it were in a glass, the spots
and uncleanness of their souls, they learn thereby
that they are not able to attain perfect righteousness
by their works: by this mean they are trained to hu-
mility, and so the law prepareth them and sendeth
them to seek righteousness in Christ. :

Ma. Then, as far as [ perceive, thou sayest that
the law is, as it were, a certgin schoolmaster to
Christ, to lead us the right way to Christ, by know-
ing of ourselves, and by repentance and faith,

Scho. Yea forsooth.

THE SECOND PART,
OF THE GOSPEL AND FAITH.

Ma. Since now, my dear child, thou hast, so’
much as may be in a short abridgment, largely an-
swered this matter of the law and obedience, good
order requireth that we speak next of the Gospel,
which containeth the promises of God, and promiseth
the mercy of God through Christ to them that have
broken God’s law, and to the which Gospel faith
hath specially respect. For this was the second point
in our division ; and this also the very orderly course
of those matters that we have treated of, hath, as it
were, brought us by the hand unto. What is now
the sum of the Gospel and of our faith?

Scho. Even the same wherein the chief articles of
the Christian faith have been in old time briefly knit
vp and contaiped, and which is commonly called the
Creed or symbol of the Apostles.

Ma. Why is the sum of our faith called a symbol?

Scho. A symbol by interpretation is a badge-mark,
watch-word, or token, whereby the soldiers of one
side are known from the enemies, For which cause
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the short sum of our faith, by which the Christians
are severally known from them that be not Chris-
tians, is rightly called a symbol. L
. Ma. But why is it called the symbol of the
Apostles ? L .

Scho. Because it was firstreceived from the Apostles’
own mouth, or most faithfully gathered out of their
writings, and allowed from the very beginning of the
church, and. so-hath continually remained among all
the godly, firm, steadfast, and unmoved, .as a sure
and staid rule of Christian faith.

Ma. I would have thee now rehearse to me the
symbol itself.

Scho. 1 will. ¢ I believe in God, the Father Al-
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, ourLord ; which was conceived
by the Holy Ghost ; born of the Virgin Mary ; suf-
fered under Pantius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; he descended into hell, the third day he rose
again from the dead, he ascended into heaven, sitteth
at the right band of God, the Father Almighty ;
from theuce he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.”

Ma. These things, my child, thou hast briefly
and in short sum set forth. Wherefore it is goad
that thou declare more plainly and at large what thou
thinkest of every particular. And first, into how
:_natlxl}; parts dpst thou divide the whole confession of .
faith

Scho. Into four principal parts : in the first whereof
is entreated of God the Father, and the creation of
all things : in the second, of his Son Jesus Christ ;
which part also containeth the whole sum of the re-
demption of man: in the third, of the Holy Ghost:
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fn the fourth, of the church, and. of the benefits of
God towards the chorch. :

Ma. Go forward then to declare me those four
parts inorder. And first, in the very beginning of
the Creed, what meanest thou by this word, believe?

Scho. 1 mean thereby that I have a true and a
Bvely faith, that is to say, a Christian man’s faith in
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
and that I do by this form of confession testify and
approve the same faith. :

Ma. Is there any faith which is not a true and a.
kively faith ? :

Scho. There is indeed a certain general faith, as'}
may so call it ; and there is a dead faith.

Ma. Since then it is a matter of no small weight
what thou comprehendest under ‘the name of believ<
ing and of a Christian faith, that is to say, a true
and tively faith, go to and tell me what faith that
same is, and how it differeth from the general faith,
and also from the dead faith ?

Scho. - The general faith is that which crediteth the
word of God; that is; which believeth all those
things to be true that are contained in the Scriptures
eoncerning God, his incomprehensibleness, power,
righteousness, wisdom, mercy toward the faithful and

ly, and most eamest severity toward the unbe-
ieving and ungodly, and likewise all other things
taught in the Seriptures. -

Ma. Doth not the true faith that thou speakest
of believe also all these same things ?

Scho. Yea forsooth. Bat the true faith goeth fur-
ther, as I shall shew by and by. ~For thus far not
only ungodly men, but also ‘the very devils, do be-
beve ; and therefore neither are: they indeed faithful,
nor are so called. But the true faith, as it nothing
doubteth that all things taught in the word of God
are most certainly true, so doth it also embrace the
promises made concerning-the mercy of God the Fa-
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ther, and the forgiveness of sins to the faithful
through Jesus Christ, which promises are properly
called the Gospel ; which faith whosoever have, they
do not only fear God as the mast mighty Lord of all,
and the maost righteous Judge (which we already said
that the mast part of the ungodly and the devils
themselves da), but also they love hiin as their most
bount.ful and merciful Father, whom as they travait
in all things to please (as becometh obedient children)
with godly endeavours and works, which are called.
the fruits of faith, so have they a good and a sure
hope of obtaining pardon through Christ, when, as
wen, they swerve e from his will. For tbey know that
Christ (whom they trust upon) appeasing the wrath
f his Father, their sins shall never be imputed any
more unto them, than if the same had never been
gcommitted. And though themselves have not satis-
fied the law, and their duty towards Gad and men,
yet believe they that Christ, with his most full ob-
serving of the law, hath a.bundantly sstisfied God far
them,and are persuaded that by this his righteousness
and observing of the law of God, themselves are ac-
counted in the number and state of the righteous,
and that they are beloved of God, even as if them-
selves had fulfilled the law. And this is the justifi-
cation which the holy Scriptures do declare that we
ohigin by faith,

Ma. Cannot these things alsp be in the devils, or
in wicked mep ¢

Scho. Nothing less. For though they fear, or ra-
ther with horror do dread God as most mighty and
righteous, for that they know he will take vengeance
of their ungodliness, yet can they neither have any
trust in his goodness and mercy toward them, nar any
recouree to his grace, nor enter into any endeavour
to obey his will. Therefore their faith, although
they doubt not of the truth of the word of God, -is
called a dead faith, for that like a dry.and dead stock
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it never bringeth forth any fruits of godly life, that
is, of love to God and charity toward men.

Ma. Give me then, out of that which thou hast
hitherto said, a definition of that same lively, true,
and Christian faith.

Scho. Faith is an assured kuowledge of the fa.
therly good will of God toward us through Christ,
and an affiance in the same goodness, as it is wit-
pessed in the Gospel ; which faith hath coupled with
it an endeavour of godly life, that is, to obey the
will of God the Father.

Ma. Thou hast sufficiently declared what thoy
meanest by the terms of faith and lelieving. Now
go forward, and tell me, in as apt words as thou
canst, what thou understandest by the name of God,
which followeth next in the Creed.

Scho. 1 will do the best I can, good master, a9
my wit and ability will serve me. I understand that
there is one nature, or substance, or soul, or mind,
or rather divine Spirit (far diversely have wise men,
both heathen and Christian, termed God, where in.
deed' by no words he can be properly termed), eter-
nal, without beginning and end, unmeasurable, une
corporal, invisible with the eyes of men, of most ex-
cellent majesty, which we call God, whom-all people
of the world must reverence and worship with
highest honour; and in him, as in the best and
greatest, to settle their hope and affiance.

Ma. Seeing there is but one God, tell me why,
in the confession of the Christian faith, thou re-
hearsest three, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost.

Scho. Those be not the names of sundry Gods, but
of three distinct Persons in one Godhead. For in
one substance of God we must consider, the Futher,
which of himself begat the Son even from eternity,
the beginning and first author of all things ; the Son,
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éven from eternity begotten of the Father, which is
the eternal wisdom of God the Father; the Holy
‘Ghost, proceeding from them both, as the power of
God spread abroad through all things, but -yet s6
as it also continually abideth in itself: and yet that
God is not therefore divided. For of these three
Persons, none goéth before the other in time, in
greatness, or in dignity : but the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost, three distinct Persons, in eter-
nity of like continuance, in power, even in dignity
equal, and in Godhead one. There is therefore one
eternal, immortal, almighty, glorious, the best, the
greatest God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. For so hath the universal number of Chris-
tians, which is called the catholic church, taught u$
by the holy Scriptures concerning God the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost: where otherwise the
infinite depth of this mystery is so great that it can-
not with mind be conceived, much less with words
be expressed, wherein therefore is required a simpli-
city of Christian faith ready to believe, rather than
sharpness of wit to search, or the office of the tohgueé
to express so secret and hidden a mystery.
- Man. Thou sayest true. Go forward therefore.
Why dost thon call God Father ?-
" Scho.- Beside'the same principal cause which I'have
. already rehearsed, which is, for that he is the na-
tural Father of his only Son, begotten of himself
from before all beginning, there be two other causes
why he both is indeed and is called our Father. The
one is, for that hefirst created us, and garve life unto
us all. The other cause is of greater value, namely, -
+ for that he hath divinely begotten us again through
the Holy- Ghost, and by faith in his true and natural
Son Jesus Christ, he hath adopted us his children,
and through the same Christ hath given-us hisking-
dom and the inheritance of everlasting life.
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Ma. Tn what “sense dost thou give him the name
of Almighty ?

Scho. For that as he hath created the world and
all things, so he hath the same in his power, go-
verneth them by his providence, ordereth them after
his own will, and cornmandeth all as it pleaseth him:
so as that there is nothing done but by his appoint-
ment or sufferance, and nothing is there which he is
notable to do: for I do not imagine God to havea
certain reserved power which he putteth not in use.

Ma. Dost thou then make ungodly men also and
wicked spirits subject to the power of God? « -

Scho. Why not ? For else were we in most mise-
rable case, for that we should never be out of fear if
they might have any power over us without the will
of God. But God, as it were with the bridle of his
E: er, so restraineth them, that they cannot once stir

t at his beck and sufferance. And we for our parts
are upholden with this comfort, that we are so in the
power of our Almighty Father, that not so much ds
one hair of ours can perish but by his will ‘that bear-
eth us so good will.

Ma. Go forward.

Scho. Forasmuch asthe mind of man is not able
of itself to conceive the goodness and incomprechen-
sibleness of the most good and most great God, we add
further, that he is the Creator of heaven and earth,
and of all things contained in them. By which words
we signify that God is, at it were, in a glass to be
beholden, and (so far as behoveth us) to be known
in his works, and in the orderly course of the world.
For when we see that same unmeasurable greatneds
of the world, and all the parts thereof, to be so
framed, as they could not possibly in beauty be fairer,
nor for profit be better, we forthwith thereby undef-
stand the infinite power, wisdom, and goodness of
the workman and builder thereof. For who is'so
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brutish, that in looking up to heaven deth ot per-
cecive that there isa God ? Yea, for this cause spe-
cially it secmeththat God hath fashioned men out of
the earth, tall and upright, that they should be be-
holders of things above, and heavenly matters, and
in beholding heaven might couceive the knowledge
of him.

Ma. How dost thou say that God created all
things? ,

Scho. That God, the most good and mighty Fa- |
ther, at the begiuning and ot nothing, by the power
of his word, that is, of Jesus Christ his Son, framed
and made this whole visible world, and all things,
whatsoever they be, that are contained therein, and
also the uncorporal spirits, whom we call angels,

Ma. But dost thou think it godly to affirm that

-God created all spirits, even those wicked spirits
whom we call devils ?

Scho. God did not create them such; but they,
by their own evilness, fell from their first creation,
without hope of recovery, and so are they become
evil, not by creation and nature, but by corruption
of nature.

Ma. Did God think it enough to have once created
all things, and then to cast away all further care of

“things from thenceforth ?

Scho. I have already briefly touched this point.
Whereas it is much more excellent to maintain and
prescive things created, than to have once created
them; we must certainly believe, that when he had
s0 framed the world and all creatures, he from thence.
forth hath preserved and yet preserveth them. For
all things would run to ruin, and fall to nothing, un-
less by his virtue, and, as it were, by his hand they
were upholden. 'We also assuredly believe, that the
whole order of nature and changes of things, which
gre falsely reputed the alterations of fortune, do hang
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all epon God : that God' guideth the course of the
heaven, upholdeth the earth, tempereth the seas,
and ruleth this whole world, and that.all things obey
his divine power, and by his divine power all things
are governed : that he is the author of fair weather
and of tempest, of. rain and of drought, of fruitful+
ness and of barrenness, of health and of sickness1
that of all things that ‘belong to the sustentation and
preserving of our life, and which are desired either
for necessary use or honest pleasure ; finally, of all
things that nature needeth, he hath ever given, and
yet most largely giveth abundance and plenty witlk
most liberal hand; to this end verily, that we shou
so use them s becometh mindful angl kind children.

Ma. Towhat end dost theu think that Almighty
God hath created all these things ?

Scho. The world itself was made for man, and al
things that are therein were provided for the use and
profit of men. And as God made all other things
for man, so made he man himself for his own glory.

Ma. What hast thou then to say of the first ber
gmning and creation of man? _

8cho. That which Moses wrote; that is, that God
fashioned the first man of clay, and breathed. into
him soul and life; and afterward, out of the side of
man, being cast in a sleep, he took out woman, and
brought her into the world, te join her to man for a
companion of his life. And therefore was inan called
Adam, because he took his beginning of the earthg
and woman was called Eve, because she was ordained
to be the mother of all living persens.

Ma, Whereas at tliis day then is 1o be seem in
both sorts, beth men and womeén, so great eorrap-
tion, wickedness, ard perversenass, did God oreate
them such from the beginning ? ; -

&cho. Nothing less. For God ‘belng most; per.
feetly good can meke nothing hut good. God theper

E
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fore, ‘at the first, made man according to hm own
image and likeness.

Ma. What is that image, according to the which
thou sayest that man was fashioned ?

Scho. It is most absolute righteousness and most
perfect holiness, which most properly belongeth to
the very nature of God; and which hath been most
evidently shewed in Christ our new Adam, and
whereof in us there now scant appear any sparkles,

Ma. Yea, do there scant appear any?

. Scho. Yea, truly; for they do not now so shine,
gs at the beginning before the fall of man, because
man, with darkness of sins and mist of errors, hath
extinguished thgbrightness of that image.

Ma. Baut tell me how this came to pass ?

Scho. 1 will tell you. When the Lord God had
made this world, he prepared a most finely trimmed
garden, and most full of delight and pleasantness,
every where abounding with all delightful things
that might be wished. Herein the Lord God, for a
certain singular good will, placed inan, and allowed
him the use of all thmgs, only he forbad Him the
fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
threatening him with death if he once tasted of it.
For reason it was that man having received so man
benefits,. should, in so far obeying, shew himself
-willingly obedient to the commandment of God, and
that, being contented with his own estate, he should
not, being himself a creature, advance himself higher
against. the will of his Creator.

- Ma. What then followed ?

Scho. The womnan, deceived by the devil, persuaded
the man to taste the forbidden fruit, which thing
amade them both forthwith subject 1o death. And
(that heaveply image, according to which he was first

,_crented be»ng defaced, in place of wisdom, strength,
boliness, , truth, and righteousness, the jewels where-
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with God had adorned him, there succeeded the
most horrible plagues, blindness, weakness, . vain-
lying, and unrighteonsness, in which evils and mise-
nes he also wrapped and overwhelmed his issue and
all his posterity.

Ma. But may it not seem that God did too rigor-
ously punish the tasting of one apple ? '

Scho. Let no man extenuate the most heinous of-
fence of man as a small trespass, and weigh the
deed by the apple and the only excess of gluttony.
For he with his wife, catched and suared with the
guileful allurements of Satan, by infidelity, revolted
from the truth of God to a lie: he gave credit to
the false suggestions of the serpent, wherein he ao- -
cused God of untruth, of envy, and of malicious
withdrawing of some goodness : having received so
many benefits, he became most unthankful toward
the Giver of them : he, the issue of the earth, not
contented that he was made according to the image
of God, with intolerable ambition and pride songht
to make himself equal with the majesty of God.
Finally, he withdrew himself from allegiance to his
Creator, yea, and malapertly shook off his yoke.
Vain, therefore, is it to extenuate the sin of Adam.

Ma. But how can it seem but unrighteous, that
for the parent’s fault all the posterity should be de-
prived of sovereign felicity, and burdened with ex.
treme evils and miseries ?

Scho. Adam was the first parent of mankind:
therefore God endued him with those ornaments, to
bave them or lose them for him and his, that is, for
all mankind. So soon as he therefore was spoiled
of them, his whole nature was left naked, in penury,
and destitute of all good things. So soon as he was
defiled with that spot of sin, out of the root and
stock corrupted, there sprung forth corrupted
branches, that conveyed also their corruption into the

E2
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other twigs springing oot of them.. Thence it came
that so short, small, and uncertsin race of life is
linited unto us. Thence came the infirmity of o'
flesh;, the feebleness of our bodies, the weakness
and frailness of mankind. Thence came the horrible
blindness of our winds and perverseness of our
hearts. Thence came that crookedness and corrept-
ness of all oar affections and desires. Thence csme
that seed-plot, as it were, a sink of all sins, with the
faults whereof mankind is infected and tormerited.
Of which evil, learned Christians that have sought
the proper and true name, have called #t original sin.

Ma. Doth tnankind suffer the ponishments of
this sin in this life only?

Scho. No: but man’s natute hath beem s0 cors
rupted and destroyed with this active mischief, that
if the goodness and mercy of Almighty God hed
not, with applying a remedy, holpen and relieved
us in affliction, like as we fell in our wealth imo all
calamities, and in our bodies into all mseties of dies
esses and of death, so should we of necessity fall
headlong into darkness and everlasting night, and
into fire unquenchable, there, with all kind of pu-
- mishment, to be perpetually tormented. And no
marvel it is, that other ereatures also incurred that
pain which man deserved, for whose use they were
created. And the whole order of mature bei
troubled, both in heaven and n earth, harmfi
tempests, bartenness, disessés; and infinite other
&vils, brake into the world, into which miseries and
woes, beside the said native mischief, we by our
many and great sins are most deservedly fallen.

Ma. Oh deadly and horrible plague and ealamity
by sin! Bat what remedy is that which thoa sayest
that God hath provided for us, wherein. our forefd:
thers, and from thenceforth all their posterily, hate
set and settled. their hope? . e
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Scbo Forsooth, they were comfortably rajsed to
that hope of salvation which they have concejved of
faith in Jesus Christ the Deliverer and Saviour pro-
mised them of God. For that is it which now fol-
loweth next in the Creed: ‘1 believe in Jesug
Christ,” &ec.

Ma. Did God give also ta our first parents, by
and by, hope of deliverance by Jesus Christ ?

8cho. Yea; for as he thrust Adam out of the
garden, after that he had &irst sharply chastised them
with words, so he cyrsed the serpent, and threatened
him that the time should ose day come, when the
seed of the woman should bruise his head.

Ma. What seed is that whereof God speaketh? -
- 8cho, That same seed is {as St. Paul plainly teachy
eth us) Jesys Christ the Son of God very God, and
the Son of the Virgin very man, in whom we pro,
fess, in the second part of the Creed, that we settlg
our hope and oonﬁpcfz ce : which was conceived of
the Holy Ghast, and born of the nature of the holy,
chaste, and undefiled Virgin Mary ; and of the sune
motberhe was 80 born and nourished as other in-
fants be, saving that he was altogether-pure and free
from all contegion of sin.

Ma. Did God think it sufficient once in the Old
Testament to heve made promise of this seed?

Scgo, No: but this most joyful progyse to mane
kind, which was first made to our pareiits, the Lord
God did often confirm to their posterity, to the end
Abat men should have the greater expectation of the
perfarmance of it.  For after he had entered into
sorenant by circymcision with Abraham and his seed,
se confirmed his promise fust to Abraham himself,
and then to Isaacg'ns son, and after to Jacob bis son’s
son. Last of all, with most evident oracles uttered
by Moses and hus other Prophets, he continued and
swinjained the assmdness of his proises, N
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" Ma. What mean these words, to bruise the ser-
pent's head ? ]

Scho. In the head of the serpent his poison is
contained, and the substance of his life and strength
- consisteth, Therefore the serpent’s head signifieth
the whole strength, power, and kingdom, or rather
the tyranny of the devil the old serpent: all which
Jesus Christ, that same seed of the woman, in whom
God hath performed the full sam of his promise,
hath subdued by the virtue of his death. And so in
breaking the serpent’s head, he hath rescued and
made free from tyranny all them that trust in him.
For this is it which we here profess in the Creed,
that we believe in Jesus Christ the Son of God; that
is, that Jesus Christ is the Deliverer and Saviour of
us which were holden bond, and: fast tied with im-
piety and wickedness, and wrapped in the snares of
eternal death, and holden thrall in foul bondage of
the serpent the devil.

Ma. It seemeth me that thou hast expounded the
name of Jesus with a very plain declaration.

Scho. It is true. For Jesus, in Hebrew, signi-
~ fieth none other than in Greek SoTer, in Latin
ServaTor, and in English a Saviour. For they
have no fitter name to express the force and signifi-
cation thereof. And by this that we have said, it
cannot now be unknown, why he had this name.
For he alone hath delivered and saved them that be
his from ecternal damnation, whereunto otherwise
they were appointed. Some others indeed have taken
upon them this name, because it was thought that
they had saved some men’s bodies ; but Jesus Christ
alone is able to save both souls and bodies of them
that trust in him.

Ma. Who gave him this name ?: '

Scho. The angel by the command of God himself.
- And also it was™of necessity that he should indeed
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;mwer and perform the name that God hath giver
im. :

Ma. Now tell me what meaneth the name of
Christ ? o
Scho. It is as much as to say Anointed ; whereb
is meant that -he is the sovereign King, Priest, and

Prophet.

Ma. How shall that appear ?

Scho. By the holy Scripture, which both doth
apply anointing to these three offices, and doth also
oft attribute- the same offices. to Christ.

Ma. Was then Christ anointed with oil, such as
they used at the creation of kings, priests, and pro-
phets in old time? '

Scho. No: but with much more excellent oil,
namely, with the most plentiful grace of the Holy
Ghost, wherewith he was filled and most abundantly
endued with his divine riches. Of which heavenly
anointing, that outward anointing was but a shadow.

Ma. Obtained he these things for himself alone,
or doth be also give us any commodities thereby ?

Scho. Yea, Christ received these things of his
Father, to the intent that he should communicate
the same unto us, in such measure and manner as
he knew to be most meet for every of us. For out
of his fulness, as out of the only holy and ever-in-
creasing noble fountain, we all do draw all the hea-
venly good things that we have. ' :

Ma. Dost thou not then say that Christ’s kingdom
is a worldly kingdom ?

Scho. No: but a spiritual and eternal kingdom,
that is governed and ordered by the word and Spirit
z!‘: God, which bring with them righteousness and

e,

Ma. What frait take we of this kingdom?

Scho. It furnisheth us with strength and spiritual
armour to vanquish the flesh, the world, sin, and

i R 4
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the devil, the butrageous and deadly enemies of our
souls : it giveth us blessed freedom of conscience:
finalty, it endoweth ‘as ‘with heavenly riches, and
cor‘plforteth and strengtheneth us to live godlily and
holily. - :

" ‘Ma. What manner of Priest is Christ ?

Scho. The greatest and an everlasting priest, which
alone is able to appear before God, only able to make
the acrifice which God will ‘aflow and accept, and
only able to appease the wrath of God. ..

. Ma. To what commodity of ours doth he this ?

" Scho. For us he craveth and prayeth peace and
pardon of ‘God, ffor 15 he appeaseth the wrath of
God, and us he reconcileth to his Father. For
Christ alotte is our mediator, by whom we are made.
dt orte with God. Yea, he maketh us as‘it were fellow-
ptiests with him in his priesthood, ‘giving us also i
éntry to his Futher, that we may ‘with assuredness
come into his presence, and be bold by him to offer
ts and all oars to God the Father in'sacrifice.

Ma. What manner of Prophet is Christ?

Scho. W'hereas man did ‘despise and reject ‘the
Prophets, the 'setvants of Almighty God, ‘sent be-
fore, by ‘hitniself, ‘to teach ‘moital than his will, and
tad with their owh @reams md invention$ darkened
- ahd drowned his holy ‘word, ‘he timself, ‘the 'Son
of ‘God, the Lord of ill Prophets, tame down into
this world, that, fully declaring'the will of his Father,
he might make an end of all prophecies ‘amd forétel.
lings. He therefore came, his Fathers ambassador .
gnd messenger to men, that by his declarition
might 'be 'brought into the right ‘knowledge of ‘Ged,
gnd -into all tnith. ‘So in the ‘name ©of "Christ
dre contained those three offices which the Son d¢f
God reveived of his Father, and fulfiled ‘to make us
partners with him of all the froft 'theredf.

Ma. ‘It seemeth then, ‘thatin ‘a 'sam ‘thou -saydéit
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thus, that the Son of God is not only cslled, and is
imdeed, Jesus Christ, that s, the Saviowr, King,
Pnut, and Prophet, but also that he is so0 for us,
and o eur bemefit and our salvation.

Sche. 1t is trae.

Ma. But since this honour is given to all the

y to be called the children of God, how dost
thou call Christ the only Son of God?

Scho. God is the natural Father of Christ alone,
and Christ alone is natarally the Son of God, being
begotten of -the 'sobstance of the Father, and being
of one substance with the Father. But us hath God,
freely through Christ, made and adopted his chil-
dren. Therefore we rigitly acknowledge Christ the
only Son of ‘God, 'sith this honour is by his owan
audmstjcstnghtduenmtohm yet the mame of
childeem by right of adoption is also freely imparted
to ws thvough Christ.

Ma. Now how dost thou understand that he is
oor Lord?

&Scho. For that the Father hath given kim domi-
nion over men, angels, and all things, and for that
he governeth the kingdom of Ged- both in heaven
and in earth, with his own will and power. And
hud:ymaﬂdlegodl put in mind, that they are
not of :their own ltbeny, but that both in their bo.
dies and souls, and in their life and death, ‘they are
whally subject 4o their Lord, to whom they ought
to be obedient and eerviceable in all things, as most
faithful servauts.

Ma. What followeth next?

Scko. Next is :declared how he took upon him
man's tature,. and hath iperformed all things needful
for our sabration.

Ma. Was it then that the Son of God
should ‘be unpde :mam ? St

Scho. Yea: for pecessary it was that what mas



L THE FATHERS OF THE ENGLISH CHUKCH.

had offended against God, man should atone and sa-
tisfy it; which most heavy burden, none but. the
man Jesus Christ was able to take up and bear. And
other mediator could there not be to set men at one
with God, and to make peace between them, but
Jesus Christ both God and man. Therefore being
made man, he did, as it were, put upon him our
‘person, that he might therein take upon him, bear,
perform, and fulfil the parts of our salvation.

Ma. But why was he conceived of the Holy Ghost,
and born of the Virgin Mary, rather than begotten
after the usual and natural wanner ?

. Scha. It behoveth that he who should and could
satisfy for sins, and entirely restore wicked and
damned persons, should not himself be defiled or
blemished with any stain or spot of sin, but be en-
dued with singular and perfect uprightness and inno-
cency. Therefore when the seed of man was wholly
corrupt and defiled, it behoved that in conception -of
* the Son of God there should be the marvellous and
secret working of the Holy Ghost, whereby he might
“be fashioned in the womb of the most chaste and
pure Virgin, and of her substance, that he should
not be defiled with the common stain and infection
“of mankind. Christ, therefore, that most pure
Lamb, was begotten and born by the Holy Ghost and
the conception of the Virgin without sin, that he
might cleanse, wash, and put away our spots, who,
as we were first conceived and born in sin and -un-
cleanness, so do still from thenceforth continue in
vnclean life.
- Ma. But why is there, in this Christian confession,
mention made by name of the Virgin Mary ?

Scho. That he might be known to be that true
seed of Abraham and David, of whom it was from
God foretold and foreshewed by the prophecies of
the Prophets.
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Ma. By this that hath been said, I pereeive that
Jesus Christ the Son of God did put on man’s na.
tare for salvation of men. Now go forward. What
was done next?

Scho. That same most joyful and altogether hea-
venly doctrine of restoring salvation by Christ (which
doctrine is in Greek called Evangelion, the
or glad tidings), which in old time was disclosed b
the holy Prophets, the servants of God, he himself,
at length, the Lord of Prophets, Jesus Christ the
Son of God, and also the Virgin, even the same
promised seed, hath most clearly taught all men, and
commanded his Aposties, whom he chose for that
purpose, to teach the same throughout the whole
world

Ma. Did he think it enoagh to have simply and
plainly taoght this doctrine in words ?

&L. o; but to the end that men should with
more willing minds embrace it, he confirmed and ap-
proved the same with healing of discases, chasing
away devils, and with infinite other good deeds, m-
racles, and signs, whereof both his own life and the
life of his Apostles most innocently and bolily led,
was most plentiful.

Ma. But why doth the Creed omit the story of
his life, and pass straight from his birth to his death?

Schv. Because in the Creed are rehearsed only the
chief points of our redemption, and such things as
so properly belong to it, that they contain, as it were,
the substance thereof.

Ma. Now tell me the order and manner of his
death. :

Scho. He was wickedly betrayed and forsaken o
‘his own disciples, falsely  and maliciously accused
~ of the Jews, condemned by Pontius Pilate the judge,
craelly beaten with' sore stripes, vilely handled and
‘scorned, haled up to the cross and fastened upon it,
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and 50, tormented with all extreme paing, he nﬂlred
shameful and most painful death. -

Ma. Is this the thank and reconspense they gawve
him for that heavenly doctrine, and for these most
great and infinite benefits?

Scho. These things verily they did to hun for their
parts cruclly, maliciously, and wickedly. But he,
of his own aocord and willingly, suffered and per.
formed all these things, to the intent, with this most
sweet sacrifice, 10 appease his Father toward man.
kind, and to pay and suffer the pains due to ve, aad
by this mean to deliver us from the same. Neither
is it voused among men, one to promise, aud:to be

, yea sometime to suffer for aunother.
with Christ as our surety so suffering for us, !
dealt, as it were, with extremity of lsw; bnt o us

“whose sins, deservings, punishments, aed due:pains

e Jaid upon Christ, he used singular lenity, geatle-
mess, clemency, and mescy. Christ therefore sufi-
feved, and in suffering overcame death, the pain ap-

inted by the everiving God for men’s offence.

ea, and by his death he overcame, subdued, oven-
threw, and vanquished him that had the dominiot
of death ; thatis, the devil, from whose tyranny and
thraidom he rescued us, and-set us at liberty.

Ma. But sith we are nevertheless pumished with
death, which daily haugeth over ue, and do still
-auffer the penalt.y of .our sin, what fruit receive uenf

. :this victory?

-- Scho. Surely most large frmt For b
:death it is come to pass, that to the faithful, detth u
.now not a destruction, but, as it were, a remavmg

_ and changing of life, and 8 very ahort and sure pas-

sage into heaven, whither we ought to follow owr
guide without fear, which as.he wasanot destroyed by
«eath, so will he also not suffer us to perish: where-
Jove thegodly ought now no more {0 sbrink or.quake
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for fewr of death, which is to them the refoge from
al} the labours, cares, and evils of this fife, and their
Jedder to heaven.

Ma. Cometh there sny other profit to us by the
death of Christ ? .

Scho. In them that through fith are of one body
with Christ, erooked affections and corrupt de~
¢ires, which we eall the lusts of the flesh, are, as it
were, crucified with him, and die, so as they have
neo tmore dominion in otr souls.

Ma. Why is the Roman governor, under whom
he suffered, expressly named? '

Scho. First, the certain expressing of the persons
and times bringeth credit to the matter : secondly,
the very thing itself declareth that Christ took oor
natare upon him at his due tiroe, the very time hi. °
mited and appointed by God, that is, when the
sceptre was transferred from the issue of Judah
to the Romans, and to foreign kings that held the
kingdom of sufferance under the Roman empire.
Moreover, it had been long before foreshewed by
God, that Christ should be delivered to the gentiles

o execution; and should suffer death by the judge
sentence.

Ma. Why so? . '
Scho. He being guiltless, was condemneéd by the
j udge’s sentence, that he might before the heavenly
judgment-seat acquit and entirely restore us that were
guilty, whose cause was convicted and condemned
by the judgment of God. For if he had been mure
dered by thieves, or shain with sword by private mety
in an uproar or sedition, such death couvld have had
no form of satisfaction and recompenee. .
Ma. But Pilate did bear witness of his inhacency.
Scho. Pilate did welt to bear sach witness of him,
sith he evidently knew him innocent.  For if he had
been guilty, he had not been 6it nor mees to besr amd
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pay the pains of the sins of other, and to appease
God toward sinuers. But the same Pilate accumbered
with the continual and agreeable crying out of the
Jews, and wearied and overcome with their importu-
nate outcries, did afterward, according to the people's
mind and request, condemn innocent Christ. Where-
by it is plain that he was pot punished for his own
sins, which were none at all in him, nor suffered
pains due to himself, ‘but did bear and pay the pains
due to men’s wickedness, not due to himself, which
of his own will he took upon him, suffering for them
by his willing death, and with his own guiltless blood
washing away the spots of our offences.

Ma. But for what cause did the people so bitterly
and throughly hate a man of so great and singular
uprightness and innocency?

“8cho. The priests, pharisees, and scribes, burning
with the fire of envy, when they could not abide the
face and light of the truth, incensed the hatred of
the unwise multitude against the rescuer and de.
fender of the truth. .

Ma. Sith he was condemned by the judge's sen.
tence, why dost thou say that he died of his owa
will? -

Scho. If the pharisees, or scribes, or other Jews,
or they all together, had had power of life and death
-upon Christ, they had long before hastened his
«death, for they oftentimes before had conspired his
ideath 8nd-destruction ; yea, and also where they had
determined. to defer the execution till another time,
sbecause-the feast of sweet-bread was now at hand
«(which feast the Jews were accustomed yearly to keep
holy with most great religiousness and solemnnity),
they could not bring that intent to pass, but that he
suftered even hard before the feast-day, in a time most
unseasonable for them, but appointed by God for thig
purpase ; whereby sufficiently appearcth, that no go-
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vernance of these things and times was in their hand.
and power, buat that of his own will, not compelled
by any force, he suffered this death for our salvation.

Ma. Why did God specially appoint that day for
his death ?

Scho. That by the very time also it might be per-
ceived that Christ is that Paschal Lamb, that is to
say, the truly chaste and pure Lamb that should be
sain, and yield himself the most acceptable sacrifice
to his Father for us. :

Ma. Sith he had the power to choose his own’
death, why would he be crucified rather’ than suffer
any other kind of death?

Scho. First, for his Father's will, whereunto he
conformed himself, and which had been Jong afore
in old time uttered and declared by God, by so many
prophecies and oracles, signs and tokens. More-
over, his will was tosuffer extremity,. for us that had

deserved all extremity ; for that kind of death was of
all other most accursed and abominable, which death
yet he chiefly chouse to die for us, to the intent to
take upon himself the grievous curse, wherein our
sins had bound us, aud thereby to deliver us from
the same curse. For all spiteful handlings, all re-
proaches and torments, for our salvation he counted
light, and as things of nought, and so was contented
to be despised, an abject, and to be accounted the -
basest of all men, that he might restore us which

were utterly undone, to the hope of salvation that
we had lost.

Ma. Hast thou any ‘more to say of the death of.
Christ ? '

Scho. That Christ suffered not only a common

death in the sight of men, but also was touched with

the horrorof eternal death: he fought and wrestled, as

it were, hand to hand, with the whole army of hell :
before the judgment-seat of God he put bimself un-
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der the heavy judgment and grievous severity of God’s
ﬁ:nishment : he was driven into most hard distress:
for us suffered and went through horrible fears,
and most bitter griefs of mind, to satisfy God's just
judgment in all things, and to appease his wrath.
For to sinners whose person Christ did here bear, not
only the sorrows and pains of present death are due,
but also of death to come and everlasting : so when
he did take apon him and bear both the guiltiness and
just judgment of mankind, which was undone, and
was already condemned, he was tormented with so
t trouble and sorrow of mind, that he cried out,

y God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Ma. Is not the Son of God hereby dishonoured
and touched with some note of desperation?

Scho. He suffered all these things without any sin,
much less did any desperation possess his soul. For
- he never ceased in the mean time to trust in his Fa-

ther, and to have good hope of his safety. And
being beset round about with fear, he was never dis-
mayed or overwhelmed with sorrow ; and wrestling
with the whole power of hell, he subdued and over-
came all the force that stood against him, and all the
furious and violent assaults; and all these he took
upon him, and utterly destroyed them ; and himself
remained nevertheless inost blessed, and imparted his
blessedness to us that put our trust in him ; for if we
had not -by this his blessed death obtained salvation
:nd life, wehad all perished for ever in everlasting

eath. '

Af%. But how could Christ, being God, have
great sorrow of mind and fearfulness? g

8cho. This came to pass according to the state of
his human nature, his Godhead in the mean time
ot petting forth the force of his power.

ﬂp:,?Now rehearse me briefly and im a sum, these
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most large benefits which the faithful receive of the
death of Christ, and his most grievous pain. ~

Scho. Briefly, with the one only sacrifice of his
death he satisfied for our sins before God, - dnd, ap<
Wsm the wrath of God, made us 2t one with him.

is blood, as with most pure'washing, he hath
washed and cleansed away all ‘the -filth and spots of
our souls ; and defacing with everlasting forgetfulness
the memory of our sins, that-they shall no more come
in the sight of God, he’ hath cancelled, made-void,
and done away the ‘hand- -writing whereb) we were
bound and convicted, and also the decree by the sen-
tence whereof we were condemned. All these things
hath he done by his death, both for the living, and
for the dead that trusted in him while they lived. Fi-
nally, by the strength of his death he so bridleth
and subdueth in them that cleave wholly to him by
faith, the lusts which otherwisé are unbridled and
nntamed; and so quencheth the burning heat of
them, that they more easily obey and yuld to the

irit.

Ma. Why dost thou also add, that he was buried 2.

Scho. His dead and spiritless body was laid in the
grave, that his death should be more evident, and
that all men might certainly know it. For if he hadt
by and by revived, many would have brought his
death in debate and question, and so might it seem
that it was likely to prove doubtful. ‘

Ma. What meaneth that which followeth, of his
descending into hell?

Scho. That as Christ in his body descended into
the bowels of the earth, so, his soul severed from
the body, he descended into hell : and that theres
with also the virtue and efficacy of his death so pierced
through to the dead, and to very hell itself, that
both the souls of the unbelieving felt their most
painful and just damuation for infidelity, apd Satan

YoL. vIII, F
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himself, the ptince of he]l, felt that all the power of
his tyranny and darkness was weakened, vamquished,
and fallen to ruin. On the other side, the dead,
which, while they lived, believed in Christ, under-
stood that the work of their redemption was now
finished, and understocd and perceived the effuct
and strength thereof with most sweet and assured
comfort.

Mea. Now let us forward to the rest.

. Sche. The third day after he rose again; and hy
the space of forty days oftentimes shewed himself alive,
to them that were his, and was coeuversant with his
disciples, eating and drinking with them..

Ma. Was it not enongh that by his death we ob-
tain dsliverance from sin and pardon ? .
. Stho. That was not enough if we aonsider either
him or owrselves. For if he had not risen agaiu, be
¢ould not be thought to be the Son of God ; yea, and
the same did they that saw it, when he hung on the
eross, repraach him with and object against him.
¢¢ He saved other (said they); himself he cannot save.
Let him now come down from the cross, and we
will believe him.” But now, rising. from the dead to
eternity of life, he declared a greater power of his
Godhead, than if, in descending from the cross, he
had fled from the terrors of death. To die certainly
8 common to all ; and though some for a time have
avoided death intended against them, yet to loose or
break the bouds of death once suffered, and by his
own power to rise alive again, that is the proper
doing’ of the only Son of God, Jesus Christ, the
Author of lite, by which he hath shewed himself the
conqueror of sin and death, yea, and of the devil
himself.

Ma. For what other cause rose he again ?

Scha. That the prophecies of David and of othes
holy Prophets might be fulfilled, which told before
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that neither his body should be touched with corrup.
tion, mor his soul left in hell. '

Ma. But what profits bringeth it unto us that
Christ rose again ?

Scho. Manifold and divers. For thereof cometh
to us righteoasness, which before we lacked : thence
cometh to us endeavour of innocency, which we call
newness of life : thence cometh to us power, virtue,
~ and strength to live well and holily: thence hare we
hope that our mortal bodies also shall one day be re-
stored from death, and rise whole again. Pot if
Christ himself had been destroyed by death, he
had not been our deliverer ; for what hope of safety
should we have had left by him that had not saved
himself ? It was therefore me¢t for the person which
the Lord did bear, and.a necessary help for us to
salvation, that Christ shonld first deliver himself
from death, and afterward that he should break and
pull in sunder the bands of death for us, and so that
we might set the hope of our salvation in his resar-
rection. Por it cannot be that Christ our head,
rising again, should suffer us, the members of his
body, to be consumed, and utterly destroyed, by
death.

Ma. Thou hast touched, my child, the principal
causes of the resurrection of Christ. Now would 1
hear what thou thinkest of his ascendigg to heaven.

8cho. He being covered with a cloud spread about
him, in sight of his Apostles ascended into heaven,
or rather, above all heavens, where he sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father.

Ma. Tell me how this is to be understood.

Scho. Plainly, that Christ in his body ascended
into heaven, where he had not ‘afore been in his
body, and left the earth, where he had afore been in
his body. For in his nature ‘of Godhead, which
filleth all things, both he ever was in heaven;

b
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aund alsor with tbe eame, and with his Spirit, he is
alway present in earth with his church, and shall be
gresent till the end of the wosld.

Ma. Then thou sayest, that there is one manner
of his Godhead, and another of his manhood ?

, Scho. Yea forsooth master. For we never make
‘of his Godhead a body, nor of his body Ged; for
his manhood is a creature, his Godhead naot created.
‘And the holy Scriptures witness that his manhood
was taken up mtq beaven, and abideth in heaven ;
~but his Godhead is so every where, that it filleth both
beaven and earth.

Ma. But dost thou say that Christ is in any. wise
ipresent with us in body?

Scho. If we may liken great things to small,
‘Christ’s body.is so present to our faith, as the sugp
-when we see it is present to our eye. "For Do one
‘thing subjest to our senses cometh more near to the
Jikeness of Christ than the sun, which, though
still abide in the heaven, and therefore in very% _
toucheth not the eye, yet the body of the sunis
.pretent to the sight, notwithstanding so great a
distance of place between. So the body of Christ,
which by his as¢ending is taken up from us, and hath
Jeft the warld, and is gone to his Father; is indeed
absent from our senses ; yet our faith is conversant in
heaven, and beholdeth that Sun of nghteousness,
ud is verily in presence with it there preseat, like as
our sight is present with the bod ( of the sun in hear
‘ven, oras the.spn is present with our sight in earth.
Moreover, as the sun is with his light present to all
thingsy.s0 is also Christ with his Godhead, Splrit,‘
-and power, present to all, and filleth all.

Ma. Now as touchmg Christ, what dost thou
,chiefly consider. in his ascending and snttmg at the
right hand of his Father ?

. Scho. It wag meet that Christ, wh:ch from the

.
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highest degree of honour and dignity had descended
to the basest estate of a servant; and to the reproach
of condembation and shameful death, should on the

. other side obtain most noble gloryand excellent estate;
even the same which he had before, that his glory
and majesty might in proportion answer to his base-
ness and shame ; which thing St. Paul also, writing
to the Philippians, doth most plainly teach. «¢ He
became (saith he) obedient unto the death, even the
death of the cross ; and therefore God made him the
head of the church, advanced him above all principali-
ties, endowed him with the dominion of heaven and
earth, to govern all things; exalted him to the highest
height, and gave him a name that is above all names,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
both of things in heaven, earth, and hell.”

Ma. When thou namest the right hand of God,
and sitting, dost thou supposé€ and imagine that God
hath the shape or form of a man?

Scho. No forsooth, master. But because we speak
of God among men, we do, in some sort after thg
manner of men, express thereby how Christ' hath
received the kingdom given him of his Father. For
kings use to set them on their right hands to whom
they vouchsafe to do highest honour, and gake lieu-
tenants of their dominion. Therefore in these modés
is meant that God the Father made’ Christ his Son
the head of the church, and that by him his pleasure
is to preserve them that be his, and to ‘govern al}
things universally. o :

- Ma. Well said. Now what prdfit take we of his
ascending into heaven, and sitting of the right hand
_of his Father? . o
" Scho. First, Christ, a3 he had descended to'the
earth, as into banishment for our sake ; so when he
went up into heaven, his Father’s‘iri;beri'tanqé,‘ he
entered in our name, making us“a ‘way and entry
r3
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thither, and opeuing vs the gate of heaven, which
was. before shut against us for .sin: for sith Christ,
our head, hath carried with him our flesh into heay
ven, he, so mighty and loving a head, will not leave
us for ever in earth, that gre members of his body,
Moregver, he being presentin the sight of God, and
commending us unto him, and making intercession
for us, is the patron of our cause, who %xing our ad-
vocate, our matter shall not quail, :
Ma. But why did he not rather tarry with us here
in jearth? .
Scho. When he had fully performed all things that
were appointed him of his Father, and which be,
longed to our salvation, he needed not to tarry any
longer in earth. Yeaalso, all those things hedoth,
being absent in body, which he should do if he wers
bodily present; he preserveth, comforteth, and
strengtheneth, correcteth, restraineth, and chasten.
eth. Moreover, as he promised, he sendeth down
his holy Spirit from heaven into our hearts, as a most
sure pledge of his good will, by which Spirit he
bringeth us out of darkness and mist into open light ;
he giveth sight to the blindness of our minds; he
chaseth sorrow qut of our hearts, and healeth the
wounds thereof ; and with the divine mation of his
Spirit hé® causeth, that, looking up to heaven, we
raise up our minds and hearts from tha ground, from
corrupt affections and from earthly things, upward to
the place where Christ is at the right hand of his Fa-
ther, that we, thinking upon and beholding things
above and heavenly, and so raised up and of upright
mind, we contemn these our base things, life, death,
riches, poverty, and with lofty and high rourage
despise all worldly things. Finglly, this may be the
sum, that Christ, sitting on the right band of God,
doth with his power, wisdom, and providence, rule
and dispose the world, move, gavern, and order all

¢
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and from all bodily sense, that by this mean our
faith may be both stirred up and exercised to bebold
his governance and providence ‘that is not perceived
by.bodily sense,

Ma. Is there any other reason why he withdrew
himself from the earth into heaven ?

- Scko, §ith he is prince not of some one land, but
of all lands of the world, yea and of heaven
also, and Lord both of quick and dead, meet it was
that he should govern his kingdom in order unknown
.to oyr senses.. Far if he should be within the reach
of sight. then must he needs change place and seat,
‘and be drawu naw hither and now thither, and now
and then reinove into sundry countries to do his af.
fairs. For if in one moment of time he were every
where present with all men, then should he seem not
to be a man, but some ghost, and not to have a very
body, but imagination, or (as Eutyches thought),
that his body was turned into his Godhead, that it
might be thought to be every where; whereof would
by and by atise infinite false opinions, all which be
hathdriven’away with carrying his hody up whole into
‘}ltthn, and hath delivered men's mipds from most
foul érrors. Yet in the mean time, though he be not
scen of us, he wonderously ruleth ang governeth
the vorld, with most high power and wisdom. It is
for men to govern gnd order their commanweals after
a certnin order of men, but for Christ, that is, the
Son of God, to doit after the magner of God,

Ma. Thou hast touched certain of the chief of
the infinite and unmeasurable benefits, the f{ruit
whereof we receive by the death, resprrection, and
ascension of Christ : for the whole cannot be con-
ceived by the mind and heart of man, much less in
anywise be expressed by words and utterance. But
yet thus far will I try thy cunning in this matter, t@
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and- everlasting glory. So if we be once dead und
buried to sin, how shall we heresfter live im the
same.? If we be risen again with Christ, if by as-
sured faith and stesdfast hope we be conversant with
him in heaven, then ought we from henceforth to
bend all our cares and thoughts upon heavenly, di-

, vine, and eternal things, not earthly, worldly, and

transitory. And as we have heretofore borne the
image of the earthly man, we ought from hences
forth to put on the image of the heavenly man,
quietly and patiently bearing, after his example, all
sorrows and wrongs, and following and expressing
his other divine virtues so fur as mortal man be able.
And, whereas Christ our Lord never ceaseth to do
us good, continaally to entreat for and to crave his
Father's mercy-for us, to give us his holy Spirit, and
wouderfully and continually to garnish his church
with most liberal gifts; it is meet that we in like man.
ner, with our wholg endeavour, should help our neigh-
hour, and that we* be bound to all men in most
strait bonds of luve, concord, and most near friend.
ship, .50 muchr as shall lie in us, and so to be wholly
framedq after the manners of Christ, as our only ex-

&mzar.- .
. Are we not hereby also put in mind of our
duty toward Christ ?

Scho, We are indeéed admonished that we obey
and follow the will of Christ, whose we are wholly,
gnd whoin we profess to be our Lord: that we so
again on our part, apd with all our affection, love,
esteemn, and embmoe Christ our Saviour, which
shewed us such dear love while we were yet his ene-
Jnies, as his most entire love towards us could not
possibly be increased: that we hold- Christ dearer
unto us than ourselves : that to Christ, which hath'so
given himself wholly to us, we again yield oureelves
wholly and all that is ours : that we esteemn - riches,
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of their life, which shall be examined by the vincor-
rupted and scvere Judge according to the truth.

Ma. But seeing the day of judgment shall be in
the end of the world, and death is limited and cer-
“tainly appointed. for all how dost thou in the Creed
~ say that some shall then be quick or alive ?

Scho. Saint Paul teacheth that they which then
remain alive shall suddenly be changed and made new,
so that the corruption of their bodies being taken
sway and mortality removed, they shall put on im-
wortality ; and this change shall be to them instead
of a death, because the ending of & corrupt nature
ohall be the beginning of a nature uncorrupted.

“"Ma. Ought the godly at thinking upon this judg-
_ ment be strickéned and abashed with fear, and to

dread it and shrink from it?

Scho. No. For He shall give the sentence, which
was once by the Judge’s sentence condemned for us, -
to the end that we, coming under the grievous judg-
tment of God, should not be condemned but ac-

vitted in judgment. He, I say, shall pronounce
judgment in whose faith and protection we are,
end which hath taken upon him the defence of our
cause. Yea, our consciences are cheerfully stayed
with a most singular comfort, and, in -the midst of
the miseries and woes of this hfe, do leap for joy
that Christ shall one day be the Judge of the world ;
for upon this hope we chiefly rest ourselves, that
then at last we shall, with unchangeable eternity,
ss that same kingdom of immortality and evers
sting life, in all parts fully and abundantly perfect,
which hitherto hath been but begun, and which was
ordained and appointed for the children of God be:
fore the foundations of the world were laid. Bat the
ungodly, which either have not feared thé Justice and
wrath of God; ar have not tfusted 'in his clemency
and mercy by Chnst and which have persecuted the
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the Saviour, and so hast ended two parts of the
Christian confession, nbw T would hear thee speak of
. the third ‘part, what thou believest of the Holy
Ghost. ‘ ' "

8cho. 1 confess that he is the third Person of the
most holy Trinity, proceeding from the Father and
~ the Son before all beginning, equal with them both,
and of the very same sabstance, and together with
them both to be honouréd and called upon.

Ma. Why is he called holy? o

Scho. Not only for his own haliness, which yet is
the highest holiness, but aléo for that by him the
elect of God and the membeys of Christ are made
holy. For which cause the haly Serlptares have-
called him “ the Spirit of sanctification.” '

Ma. In what things dost thou think that this sanc-
tification consisteth? - _ .

Scho. First, we are by his divine instinct and in-
spiration newly begotten, and ‘therefore Christ said
that we tnust be born again of water and the Spirit.
Also by hisrhezwenl{l breathing on us, God the Fa-
ther doth adopt us his children, and therefore he is
worthily called the Spirit of Adoption. By his ex-

unding, the divine rgysteries are opened unto s’z
E; his light, the eyes of our souls are made clear
to understand them; by his judgment, sins dre eithér
pardoned or reserved; by his strength, sinfiil flesh is
subdued and tamed, and corrupt desires are bridled
and restrained, At his will manifbld gifls are distri-
buted among the godly. In the manifold and divers
discothmodities, molestations, and miseries of this
- life, the Holy Ghost with his secret consolation, and
.with good hope, doth assuage, ease, and comfort the
griefs and mourning of the godly, which commonly
are in this world most afflicted, and whose sorrows
do pass all human consolation: whereof he hath the
true and proper name of Paraclete or the Comfortef.
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that I am also, by God's good gift througi m\nst;.
freely made one of this blesscd city, - .

Ma. It is.sure a godly and very necessary persua-
sioy. Now, therefore, give -me the defmition of the
church that thou speakest of. : wo.i!

Scho, ‘I may most briefly and.truly sayy that t/w
church is the body of Christ.

v Ma. Yea; but I would have it somewbat morq
plainly, and at large. -

Scho. The church is the body of the Chnstlen
coinmonweal, that is, the universal numbel and fel-
lowship of all the faithful,..whom God through
Christ hath before all begmmngl of time: appomted
to.eveslasting life. .

- Ma. Why is this point put mto the Creed’ '

. Scho. Because if the church ware not, both Christ
bad died withoat cause ; and all.the things that have
been hitherto spoken of, should be 'in vain aud come
to nothing.

Ma. How so?

Scho. Beaause hitherto. we have spoben' 'of the
causes of salvation, and.have considered the founda<
tions thereof, namely, how God by the deserving of
Christ loveth us and dearly esteemeth us, how also
by the work-of the Holy Ghost we regeive this grace
of God,; whereunto we are restored. But of thess
this is the only effect, that there be a church, that is;
a company of the godly, upon whom these benefits
of God may be bestowed ; that there be a certain
city and commonweal, in which we ought to lay up,
and, as it were, to consecrate all that we have, and
to give ourselves wholly unto it, and for which we

t not to stick to die.
a. Why dost thou call this church holy?

Scho. That by this mark it may be dlsoemed front
the wicked eompany of the ungodly For all thosd_

1
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whom God hath chosen, he hath restored unto ho-
liness of life and innocency. o

Ma. Is this holiness which thou dost attribute to
the charch, already upright and in all points perfect?.

Scho. Not yet. For so long as we live a mortal
life in this world, such is the feebleness and frailty
of mankind, we are of too weak strength wholly to
shon all kinds of vices.” Therefore the holiness of
the church is not yet full and perfectly finished, but
yet very well begun. But when it shall be fully join-
ed to Christ, from whom she hath all her cleanness
and pureness, then shall she be clothed with inno-
cency and holiness in all points full and perfectly
finished, as with a certain snowy white and most

garment.

Ma. To what purpose dost thou call this church
catholic? .
. Scho. It is as much as if I called it universal. For
this company, or assembly of the godly, is not pent
up in any certain place or time, but it containeth
and compriseth the universal number of the faith-
ful, that have lived and shall live in all places and
ages, since the beginning of the world, that there
may be ene body of the church, as there is one
Christ, the only head of the body. For whereas the
Jews claimed and challenged to themselves the church
of God as iar, and by lineal right due to their
netion, and said that it was theirs, and held it to be
coly theirs: the Christian faith professeth that a
great number and infinite multitude of godly persons,
guthered together out of all countries of the world,
out of all parts of all nations every where, and ajl
ages of all times,_by the strength and power of Hip .
boly word angd voice,. and by the. divine motjon of
bis heavenly Spirit, is, by God, incorporated into
s church as into his own city ; which all agreeing-
together in one true faith, one mind and voice, may

YOL. VML ¢
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be in all things Gbedierit to Christ their only king, &s
members to their head. .
. Ma. Dost thou think that they do well who join
K this part of the Christian belief, that they believe
the holy ‘catholic ‘church of Rome? i
8cho. 1 do not only think that they join a wrong
forced sense to this place, while they will have no man
to be counted ih the church of Christ but him that
esteemeth for holy all the decrees and ordinances of
thie bishop ‘of Rome : but also 1 judge, that when, by
4dding afterward the name of one’nation, they abrid
and draw into rarrow room, the universal extent of
the church, which themselves do first confess to be far
and wide spread abroad every where, among all lands
and peoples, they are herein far madder tliin the
Jews, joining and pronouncing with one'breath ‘itiere
contrary sayings. But into this madness hre 'they
Ariven by a blind giddiness and desire to shift and
foist in the bishop of Rome to be‘hédd of ‘the'church
in earth, in ‘the stedd of Christ. ‘

Ma. Notw would I hear thiee téll, ‘why, after ‘the
holy church, tho immediately addést, that we beliéve
‘the communion of sainis.

Scho. Bécause these two bélong 'dll to one 'thing,
and are ‘very fitly matchell 'and ‘dgiéeing together.
For this'parcel doth somewhat more phinly ‘éxpheds
‘thie conjoiriing atid society that is amonyg ‘the ‘miri-
‘bers of the chiurch, than which there *can ‘noite ‘e
‘nearer. For, whereas God hath as ‘well in s}
‘coasts and countries, as in dlltinves ahd ‘ages, then
that ‘worship him purely and ‘dincérely, all they,
‘though they be severed and 'sundered'by'divess and
far distant times and places, in what 'hation 'sbevér,
‘or in what land ‘soever théy be, are yet miém-
‘bers most’ nearu:é conjoined and knit together, of e
and of the self-same body, whéreof Christ is ‘e
head : such is the communion ‘that the'godly have



NOWBLL'S SATECRITM. s

vith God and among themselves. For they are.most
nearly knit together in community of spinit, of faith,
of sacrmments, of prayers, of forgiveness of sins,
of cternal felicity, and, finally, of all the benefits
thet God giveth his charch through Christ. Yes,
.are 8o jained together with most strait honds
of concord and love, they have o0 all one mind, that
the profit of any one and of them all is all pue ; and
to this endeavour tbey do most bepd themselves,
bow they may with interchange of beneficial doings,
with cougsel and help, fynther esch other, in all
things, and specially to attaining-of -that blessed and
eternal life. But becanse this communion of saints
cannot be perceived by our sanses, nor by any natural
kind of knowledge er farce.of understéanding, as other
avd comuiunities and fellowships af men may be,
therefore it is here rightly placed among thase things
that lie in belief. - )
Me. 1 Jike vesy well this brief disconrse of the
dbarch, and of the henefits of :God beatowed upogm
ber through -Christ : far the same is most planly
&aught in the holy:Scriptures. But may the church
be otherwise known than by believing by faith?
8cho. Here in the Creed is properly ‘entreated .of
the congregation of those wham God by his seoret
eection hath .adppted to himself through Christ:
avhich church can neither be seen .with eyes, nor
osntinually be known by signs. Yet there isa ahuzt
of God visible, or that may be scen, the tokens or
asawks whereof he.doth shew and open unto ps.
dz. Then, shat this whaole matter.of the chwrch
may be made.plainer, s0 describe.and point me out
4hat same visible.church with her marks and signi,
shat it may.be discerned -from any other fellowship
of men. :
" Scho. I will assay to do it as well as I can. The
atisible church.is nothing else but.a gertain multitude
. ¢ 2
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of men, which, in what place soever they be, do
fess the doctrine of Christ, pure and sincere, even
the same which the Evangelists and Apostles have,
in the everlasting monuments of holy Scriptures,
faithfully disclosed to memory, and which do truly
call upon God the Father in the name of Christ, and
moreover, do use his mysteries, commonly called sa-
craments, with the same pureness and simplicity (as
touching their substance), which the Apostles of
Christ used and have put in writing. =~ . '
" Ma. Thou sayest then, that the marks of. the vi-
sible church are, the sincere preaching of the Gos-
pel, that is to say, of the benefits of Christ, invo-
tation, and administration of the sacraments.

Scho. These are, indeed, the chief and the necessary
marks of the visible church, such as without which
it cannot be indeed, nor rightly called the church
of Christ. But yet also in the same church, if it
be well ordered, there shall be seen to be observed
@ certain order and manner of governance, and'such
u form of ecclesiastical disciplne, that it shall not be
free for any that abideth in that flock publicly te
speak or do any thing wickedly or in heinous sort
without punishment, yea, and so that in that con-

tion of men, all offences (so far as is possible)
be avoided. But this discipline, since long time
past, by little and little demfying, as the manners
of men be corrupt and out of right course, specially
of the rich and men of power, which will needs have
impunity and most free liberty to sin and do wic-
kedly, this grave manner of looking to them and of
chastisement can hardly be maintained in churches,
But in whatsoever assembly the word of God, the
¢alling upon him, and his sacraments, are purely and
sincerely retained, it is no doubt that there is also
the church of Christ. . ' R
Ma. Are not, then, all they that be in this visible



NOWELL’S CATRCHISM. - 8s

lircl)m'c:h “of the number of the .elect; to everlamng
e?

Scho. Many, by hypocrisy and ctunterfeiting of
godliness, do join themselves to this fellowship, which
are nothing less than true members of the church,
Bat, forasmuch as wheresoever the word of God {is
sincerely taught, and his sacraments rightly miriister:
ed, there are ever some appointed to. salvation- by
Chnst, we count all that whole company to be the
church of God, seeing that Christ -also promiseth
that bimself will be present with two or three that
be gathered together in his name.

Ma. Why doest thou by and by, after the church,
make mention of the forgiveness of sins?’ -

Scho. First, because the keﬁ wherewith heaven
18 to be shut and opened, that is, that power of
binding and loosing, of reserving and forgiving sins,
whnch standeth in the ministry of the word of God,

3, by Christ, ‘given and committed to the church,

and properly belongeth unto the church. Secondly,

no man obtaineth forgiveness of sins, that is

not a true member of the body of Christ, that ia,

sach a2 one as doth not earnestly, god.hly, hotily,

yea, continually and to the end, embrace and main-
tain the common fellowship of the church.

Ma. Is there, then, no hope of ,salvahon out’ of
the church?

Scho. Out of it can be nothing but damnatlon,
death, and destruction. For what hope of life can
remain to the members when they are pulled asunder
and cut off from the head and body? They, there-
fore, that seditiously stir up dlscor! in the church of
God, and make division and strife in it, and trouble
it with sects, have all hope of safety by forgiveness
of sins cut off from them, till they be reconciled
and return to agreement and favour with the church.

G 3
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“Ma, What drainest tHou b this word Forgive-
ness ?

Scho. That “the falthfal do obtain at Ged's hand
diseharge of  their fauk and pardon of their offence ¢
for God, for Christ’s ke, freely forgiveth themt
théir sins, and rescueth and delivefeth them from
jodgment and damwnstion, end Gom punishments
Jast and due fot their ill-doing.

Ma. Cannot we then, with gbdly, dutiful doings
snd works, satisfy God, and by ourselves merit par«
don of ewr €ine?

Scho. There is no. meérey due to our merits, but
God doth yitld and remit to Christ his correction
and punishment that he would lave ‘done upon ws.
For Christ alone, with sufferance of his paiws, and
with his demh, whérewith be hath paid and perform.
ed the penalty of our sins, huth satisfied God. There.
fore by Chvist alone we have access to the grice of
God. We, rectiving this bewefit of his free hbe-
rality and goodness, have nothing at 8ll to ofter and
render again to him by way of reward or recom.

Nse.

Ma. 1s 'thiere nothing at all to be déne on our be-
half, that we may obtain forgiveness of sims?

Scho. Although among men, the fault once grint-
l&d, it is ‘hard to dbtain forpriveness of him that woght
to be the punisher of oftences, yet even they that
dre strangers to otir religgion, thave not been ignorant,
that coutession 'is a certain remedy to him that heth
dbie amiss. And I have already said how sinners
for obtainin§ of pardon have need of repentance,
which some like better to call resipiscence or amend-
ment, dand of change of mind-: and the Lord pro-
tnideth that he will pardon sinners if they repent, if
‘they amend and turn their hearts from their naughty
Jives unto him.

Ma. How many parts be there of repentance?
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8cho. Two chief : the mortifying of the
old man, or the flesh; and the quickehing of the
new man, or the spmt.

Ma. lwouldhsvethesemorehrgdy and phuly
eet out. -

Scho. The mortifyin oftheoldmannsunfel
snd sincere ackn::{gdggl‘ng and confession of smF::g
therewith a shame and sorrow of mind, with- the
feeling whereof the person is sore grieved for that he
hath swerved from righteousness, and not been obe-
dient to the will of God. For every man ought, in
remembering the sins of his life past, wholly to mis-
like himself, to be angry with himself, and to be«
severe Judge of his own faults, and to give sentence
aad pranounce judgment of hlmself to the intent
be abide not the grievous judgment of God in his
wrath. This sorrow some have called contrition,
whereonto are joined in nearness and natare an ear-
nest hatred of sin, and a love and desire of righte-
ousness lost.

Ma. But the conscience of heinous offences, and
the force of repentance, may be so great, that the
mind of man, on each side compassed with fear, may
be with despair of salvation. .

. That is true, unless God bring comfart to
the grentneas of sorrow. But to the gadly there re-
maineth yet one other part of repentance, which:is
called renewing of the Spirit, or quickening of the
new. man. That is, when faith cometh, and refresh-
eth and lifteth up the mind sotroubled assuageth
sorrow, and comforteth the person, and doth revake
and raise him up again from desperation, to hope of
obtaining pardon of God through Christ, and from
the gate of death, yea, from hell itself, unto life.
Aond this is it that we profess that we. believe the for-
giveness of sins,

s 4



Ma. Is man able in this fear and these hard dis-
* tresses to deliver himself by his own strength?
Scho. Nothing less. For it is only God which
strengtheneth man, despairing of his own. estate,
raiseth him vp in affliction, restoreth him in utter
misery, and by whose guiding the sinner conceiveth
this hope, mind, and will that I spake of.
 Ma. Now rehearse the rest of the Creed. .
Scho. [ believe the resurrection of the flesh and
life everlasting. :
Ma. Because thou hast touched somewhat of this
before in speaking of the last judgment, I will ask
- thee but a few questions. Whereto or why do we
-believe these things? Coo
Scho. Although we believe that the souls of men
are immortal and everlasting, yet. if we should think
that our bodies should by death be utterly destroyed
for ever, then must we needs be wholly discouraged ;
for that, wanting the one part of ourselves, we should
never entirely possess perfect joy and immortality.
We do therefore certainly believe not only that our
souls, when we depart out of this life, ‘being deli-
vered from the company of our bodies, do by and by
fly up pure and whole into hesven by Clirist, but also
that our bodies shall at length be restored to a better
state of life, and joined again to their souls, and so
: we shall wholly be made perfectly and fully blessed ;
that is to say, we doubt not that both in our bodies
and souls we shall enjoy eternity, immortality, and
.most blessed life, that shall never in everlasting con-
timuance of time bechanged. This hope comforteth
us I miseries. Endued with this hope, we not only

tiently suffer and bear the incommodities and cum- .

Ag:anees that light upon us in this life, but also very

departure’ from life and the sorrows of death. For

we -are thoroughly persuaded that death is not a de-

struction that endeth and consumeth all things, but
4 Co '
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cording to the precise rule of the law of s he
should worthily be counted justified by his good
works. But seeing we are all most far from that
perfection of life, yea, and be so appressed with con-
science of our sins, we must take another course,
and find another way, how God may receive us into
favour, than by our own deserving. .

Ma. What way?

Scho. We must flee to the merey of God, whereby
he freely embraceth us with love and good-will in
Christ, without any our deserving, or respect qf
works, both forgiving us our sins, and so giving us
the righteousness of Christ by faith in him, that for
the same Christ’s righteousness he so accepteth wa,
as if it were aur own. To God’s mercy therefore
through Christ we ought to impute all our justifi-
-cation. .

Ma. How do we know it to be thus?

Sche. By the Gespel, whichecontaineth the pro-
mises of by Christ, to the which when we ad-
join faith, that is to say, an assured persuasion of
wnind and steadfast confidence of God’s gaod will,
such as hath been set out in the whole Creed, we do,
@s it were, take state and possession af this justifica-
tion that 1 speak of.

- Ma. Dost not thou then say, that faith is the
principel cause of this justification, so as by the merit
of faith we are counted righteous before God?

Scho. No: for that were to set faith in the place
of Christ. But the spring-head of this justification
is the mercy of God, which is conveyed to us by
Christ, and is offered to us by the Gospel, and re-
ceived of us by faith as with a hand.

Ma. Thou sayest then that faith is not the cause,
but the instrument of justification, for that it em-
braceth Christ, which is our justification, coupling
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. Scho. It is evident, therefore, that all works whate
-soever we do, before that we be born again and re-

newed by the Spirit of God, sush as may properly be-
called’ our own works, are fanlty. - For whatsoever

show of ' gayness and .wonthiness they represeat and

?ive to the eyes of men, sith they spring and prooeed
from a fauity and corrupted heart, which God chiefly
considereth, they cannot but be defiled and cor-
. rupted, and so grievously offend God. Such works,
therefore, as evil fruits, ‘growing out of an evil tree,
God despiseth and rejecteth from bim.

Ma. Can we not, therefore, prevent God with
any works or deservings, whereby we may first pro«

e him to love us and be unto us?

Scko. Surely, with none. For God loved and chose
us in Christ, not only when we were his enemies,
that is, sinners, but also before the foundations of
the world were laid. And this is the ,same spring;
head, and original of our justification, whereof I
speke before. . .o

Mo. What thinkest thou of those works , which
we, after that we be reconciled to God's favour, de
by the instinct of the Holy Ghost ?

. Scho. The dutiful works of godliness, which pro-
oeed out of faith, working by charity, are indeed
acceptable to God, yet not by their own deserving ;
but that for he, of his liberality, vouchsafeth thew
his favour. For though they be derived of the Spirit
uf*God, as little streams from the spring-head, yet of
our flesh, that mingleth itself with them in the doing
by the way, they receive corruption, as it were by
" infection, like as a river, otherwise pure and clear, s
troubled and mudded with wmire and slime, where-
through it runneth,

_ Ma. How then dost thou say that they please

God? :
Scho. It is faith that procureth Ged's favour to our
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Som of God, and having bedide receivod innumerable
sond infinite benefits of God, should live and wholly
frame ourselves after.the will and appointment of our
Redeemer, and 60 shew ourselves mindfaul and thank-
ful ¢to the Aathor of our salvation, and, by our
example, procure and win other unto him. The
man that calleth these thoughts to mind may suffi.
ciently rejoice in his good endeavours and works.

Ma. But God doth allure us to good doing with
certain rewards, both in this life and in the life to
come, and doth covenant with us. as 1t were for cer-
tain wages. , .

.Scka. That reward, as I have said, is not given te
works for their worthiness, and rendered to them as
s recompense for deservings, but, by the bountiful.-
aess of God, is freely bestowed upon us without .ded
 serving. And justification God doth give us asa

g&“::fhis own dear love toward us, and .of bis libes
sality through Christ. When T speak of God's gift
and diberality, I mean it free and bountifal without
sny -our desert or merit: that it be God’s mere
sipcese liberslity, which he applieth ‘to aur salvation
ouly whom he loveth and which trust in him, not
hired or procured for wages, as it were a:merchandise
of 'his commodities and benefits used by him for
some .profit to himself, requiring again of us some
secompense or price, ‘which once to:think, wereto
sbate both the liberality and majesty of God. . -

Ma. Whereas then God doth by faith bath give
us justification, and by the same faith alloweth and
seeepteth our works, tell me, dost thou think that
ghis faith is a quality of nature, or.the gift ofiGod 2

Scho, Faith is the gift of God, and a singular and
excellent gift. For:both eur wits are too:gross and
dull.to conceive and understand the wisdom of God,
whose fountains are opened by faith, and our hearts
are more apt either-to distrust, o to wrongful and cor-
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a Christian man ought to wish and desire ;- and sith
ke alone is-able, in every danger, to give help and
succour, and to drive away all perils : it is meet that
of him we ask all thingg, and in all distresses flee to
him alone, and crave his help. For this he himself,
in his word, -asketh and requireth, as the peculiae
and proper worshipping of his majesty. . - .
Ma. Shall we not then do well to call upon holy
men that ‘are departed out of this life, or upon
angels ? '
: Scho. No. For that were to give to them an infi-
. miteness to be present.every where, or to give them,
being absent, an understanding of our secret mean-
ings, -that is, as much as a certain godhead, and there-
withal partly to convey to them our confidence and
‘Srust, that onght to be set wholly in God alane, and so
to slide into idolatry. But forasmuch as God calleth
us to himself alone, and doth also, with adding an
oath, promise that he will both hear and help us; to
flee to the help of other were an evident token of
distrust and- infidelity. And astouching the holy
‘men that are departed out of this life, what manner
of thing, 1 pray you, ‘were this, forsaking the living
‘God, that heareth our prayers, that is most mighty,
most ready to help us, that calleth us unto him, that
in the word of truth promiseth and sweareth, that,
with his divine power and suocour, - he ‘will defend
us; forsaking him, I say, to flee to men dead, deaf,
and weak, which neither have promised help, nor
. are able to relieve us, to whom' God never gave the
office to help us, to whom we are by no Scriptures
directed, whereupon our faith may surely rest, but
are unadvisedly carried away, trusting upon the
dreams, or rather dotages, of our own head. .
. Ma. But God doth.to our salvation use the se-wice
.of angels, that wait upon us, and. therefore do hear

us.
»
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according to thie prescription of /God’y word, or else.
we cannot please God? © |~ * . .
.. Scho. Yea verily ;" fot evel‘y offence i religion i9
committed by c'har'lg’mg the ‘order and manner ap-
pointed by God: " -,
. Ma. .Iﬁthe'rté.thgn thou hast 'said that God alone
is'to be called upan, putting’ all’ bur ‘trust in him,
and that to him all things, as to the spring-head of
all good things, are to be itnputed ; how followeth
next to declare with what confidence we wretched
mortal men, that dre so many ways unworthy, ought
to call upon the immortdl God. '
Scho. We are 'indeéed etery way most upworthy.
But. we thrust not dursélves in, proudly and arro-
-gantly, as if ‘we were worthy,’ but we come to him
in the name and upun thé trust of Christ our Media-
tor, by whom the door being-opened to us, though.
we be most base silly wretéhcs, made of clay and'
slime, opprésseéd 'with conscience ‘of our own sins,
we shall not be forbidden to eiter, nor shall have
hard access to the majesty of 'God, and to the ob~
taiding of his favoir. " 7 e
Ma. We need not thed, for access to God, ‘some!
man to be our mean or intérpreter, to commend and:
_declaré our suit 'unto: him, as it were unto’' someé
worldly prince. AR
' Scho. Nothing less’;' unléss''we will think that -
sod is as'men be, bound 'tq 'o'ne place; that he can-
not understand many’ things” but by hi§ servants;’
that Le sometime sleepeth, or hath not leisure to
hear. For, as touching our unworthiness, we have
already said, that our prayers stand in confidence, not
.upon any thing in us, but upon the only worthiness
of Christ, in whose name we pray.
Ma. Dost thou then think that God the Father
is to be called upon in the nane and upon trust of
Christ alone ?

<«
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God as thoussayest, ought tohavea good hope to ob-

tain what they ask? :
Scho. The Lotd himself doth also command us to
ask with sure faith, making therewith a promise, and
adding an oath, that it shall be given us whatsoever
we with faith. And likewise his Apostles do
teach that right prayer proceedeth from faith. There-
fore we must alway lay this most assured foundation
of prayer, that, resting upon sure trust of his fa-
therly goodness, we mast determine that God will
* hear our prayers and petitions, and that we shall ob-
Xain so far as it is expedient for us. Therefore they
that come rashly and inconsiderately te prayer, and
sich as pray doubting' and uncertain of their speed-
' jng:d they do without fruit pour out vain and bootless
words. .
. Ma. 1 see with what confidence thou sayest we
must call upon God. Now tell me with what affection
of heart we must come unto him.
Scho. Our hearts must be sore grieved with feeling
of our need and poverty, and the miseries that op-
us, so far forth that we must turn with great
desire of deliverance from that grief, and of God's
help which we pray for. Being thus disposed in
. heart, it cannot be {ut that we shall most attentively
. and with most fervent affection, with all mannerdf
prabers and petitions, crave that we desire: -
* "Ma. I see then it is not enough to pray with tong&e
and voice slone. . S
'Scho.' To ‘pray, not applying thereto -our minds
and attentiveness, withont which our prayers cim
never be effectyal, is not only to take fruitless labbur
in vain, ‘(for how shall God'hear us, when we heed
not nor hear not curselves ?) and  not only to pour
out vain and fruitless, but also hurtful words, with
offending God's majesty ; so 4ar off is it that such
rayers can appease the majesty of God, that is dis-
glmed with our offence. = °
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Ma. Howknow we that it is thus?

Scho. Sith God is a Spirit, and (as T may so call
him) a most pure mind ; he hoth in all other thmgs,
and specially in prayer, whereby men, as it were,
talk and commune with God, requireth the soul and
mind. Aund he also testifieth that he will be nédr
to them only that call upon him truly, that js, thﬁ
their heart, and thet their. prayers please him.
the other side, God doth wort abhor and aetest
their prayers that feigued] ﬁ l\c{ unadv;sedly u;ter
with their x::ﬁue that which' they concgive pof with
their heart and thought, .and, deal more n hgently
with immortal God, than thqy are wont toff wnth
mortal man. Therefore D prayer the mind is pvet
needful but the tol ue 18,00t alway necessary.

. But’ there is some use of the tongue id

ngn Yea forsooth 'For meet t I8 ! that® tlg‘
do 'slso dili igently and ean;estly employ all
her strength and abxlx to set_forth the, honour ‘q
God, sith it is above all other parts of the bgdy pro-
perly created by God to that use. . Moreover, as
.from & mind earnestly bent with studyand care, some-
time words break out of us ere we be aware; 8o often-
times the very sound of utterance, and the hearing
- of pur own words, quickeneth and sharpeneth our
mind, and he rth the [heedfulness thereof and
keepet.h off and driveth away slackness wherethb
the heart is continually tempted.
Ma, Sith itis so, ,what thinkest thou of them that
pray in a Strange toogue, and such as they under-
stand not?

Scho. 1 think that they nat on!y Tose their !abour,
bat therewith also mock himeelf, * For if logii,
to, speak, be wittingly to ow each word in_his
right plage, they <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>