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‘ The Reformation was not the work either of a year or of a
generation. The foundation was laid both in the good and in the
evil qualities of our nature. Love of truth, reverence for sacred
things, a sense of personal responsibility, a desire for the possession
of full spiritual privileges co-operated with the pride of human
reason, the natural impatience of restraint, and the envy and hatred
inspired among the nobles by a rich and powerful hierarchy, to make
the world weary of the papal domination, and desirous of reform in
things spiritual and ecclesiastical.’—Brszor HaroLp BrowNE.
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INTRODUCTION.

WaEN on the 29th day of April,in the year 1509,
the young Prince Henry Tudor, at the age of
eighteen, succeeded to the throne left vacant by the
death of his father, Henry VII., the country of which
he became monarch was already in a transition state.
¢0ld things were passing away, and the faith and
the life of ten centuries were dissolving like a dream.
Chivalry was dying, the abbey and the castle were
soon together to crumble into ruins, and all the
forms, desires, beliefs, convictions of the old world
were passing away, never to return.’ _Had Henry .
VIIL ne i 1

of religious reform in England. The notorious
divorce question did but confirm and hasten ten-
dencies which were already at work. A long series
of historical facts exercised an obvious influence in
producing the critical events which took place in the
reign of Henry VIII. Spiritual, intellectual, poli-
tical forces were at work, of which the Reformation
was the resultant.

For full a hundred and fifty years before the great
changes of the sixteenth century, Wycliffe’s teaching
and that of his followers was influencing the hearts
of men. Humble Lollards, who laboured they knew
not for what, save to accomplish the necessities o”

v



vi INTRODUCTION.

their spiritual life, in spite of persecution, spread
their opinions far and wide, awakening in the hearts
of thousands who never joined their fellowship
desire to see the creed of the Church made simpler
and more in harmony with the Bible. To this in-
fluence, and in no small degree, was due the wide-
spread sympathy that welcomed Tindale’s Testament,
and the rapid succession of translations of the Scrip-
ture that followed its publication.

Wholly distinct from spiritual aims and religious
thought was the rise and development of the intel-
lectual movement known as the Renaissance ; yet its
influence was great in aiding the onward course of
the Reformation. A keen spirit of inquiry, excited
by the invention of printing, the discovery of the
then ‘new world’ of America, and the general revi-
val of art and classical learning, had grown up, which
fearlessly criticised what had hitherto been taken on
trust. Influenced by the revival of learning, Colet,
founder of St. Paul’'s School, Wolsey in his foun-
dation of Cardinal College, More and Erasmus by
their writings, aimed at reformation by plans for the
education of both clergy and laity.

In matters moral and religious this spirit of
inquiry was further intensified by the conduct of the
Church in its undisguised worldliness, by its opposi-
tion to the circulation of the Scripture it professed
to honour, and by its harassing persecution of the
Lollard followers of Wycliffe. There was a revival
of spiritual aspirations in the hearts of men, a grow-
ing conviction that religion was wider than the
Church’ as then known, and an increasing conscious-
ness that the needs of the spiritual life of man were
not to be met in the observances and ceremonies
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which the Church demanded. From German Protes- °
tantism more than the English Reformers came the
spiritual teaching that helped to bring deliverance to
England. In the brave, true, outspoken utterances
_of Martin Luther many ‘of our nation found spiritual
enlightenment and liberty.

Others ‘there were—indeed, the vast majority of
Enghshmen—who felt that the supremacy claimed by
the Bishop of Rome in all the ecclesiastical affairs
of the English nation was injurious to the interests
of the State. Again and again had such claims been
resisted, and the question raised, Who should rule,
the king or the pope? In the interests of national
freedom the answer was given; and in both spiritual
and national strength England has grown stronger
and greater by the answer she gave.

Such were the forces, the history of which we
purpose to sketch, that prepared the way for the
long and intricate struggle which occupied the reign
of Henry and his three successors, and which are
far from spent even now. The impulse of the Eng-
lish Reformation came from within, and not from
without. It came from the people, especially. from
those who dwelt in the cities and towng of the mid-
land and eastern counties. All the Acts of Parlia-
ment passed to promote reform would have been of
no avail had not a large number of the people seen:
how great was the need. Rightly thought of, the
Reformation will be regarded as a process, and as
one not yet exhausted, rather than an event to be
assigned to any special date in the calendar. Long
before the years of Henry VIIL. there were Reformers,
poets, and statesmen, philosophers and theologians,
as brave indeed and as noble in life as any to whom
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" the title is popularly ascribed. And since the event-
ful century that began with the reign of Henry and
ended with that of Elizabeth there have been raised
up those who have been true reformers in the
onward movement of religious life and work in
England.

The supply of material for a history of the English
Reformation, both in contemporary sources and sub-
sequent, is super-abounding on many points, and
disappointingly deficient on others. In an Appendix
will be found a list of authorities, which it is believed
is fairly representative of the diverse views of the
complex events passed under review in the following
pages, and which may be useful to readers seeking
further information. To illustrate the position of
the principal abbeys, priories, and other monastic
institutions existing at the time of the dissolution of
the monasteries, the map on pages xiv and xv has been
specially prepared, showing their situation and °"the
various orders to which they belonged. The intimate
connection between Lollardy and the spiritual awaken-
ing of the sixteenth century, a continuity ignored by
some authorities and denied by others, is exhibited in
the maps on pages 97, 258, and 259, which, so far as the
writer is aware, are the first of their kind, showing that
the area of country in which Lollardy prevailed was
that in which the Marian persecutions were fiercest.

Respect for facts, whether in regard to the
Protestant martyrs of Mary’s reign or the Romanist
martyrs of her successor, has been the aim in the
endeavour to summarize the causes and the events
of the great Ecclesiastical Revolution of the English
nation.
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MONASTIC ENGLAND.
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CHAPTER 1

DESTRUCTION OF MONASTERIES.

WaeN we look upon the grey, weather-beaten ruins of
Fountains, or Bolton, or Tynemouth, or Tintern, or
Glastonbury, conflicting thoughts possess the mind, as we
think of the times in which such glorions edifices were
reared and of the circumstances of their final and com-
plete overthrow. There is the sense of regret and loss
at the wholesale destruction of the treasures of art and
works of mediceval piety, and of valuable libraries, not
scattered, but ruthlessly destroyéd. Our surprise is there
was not a general outcry throughout the kingdom. We
think of the princely hospitality shown by the monas-
teries and the abundant alms reported to have been
distributed ; yet in many counties hardly a murmur was
heard. How is it that feelings so familiar and natural
to us were then so completely overruted ? We find the
answer in concurrent causes.

1. The lack in those days of what is an unprecedented
characteristic of these—the love of what is old, beautiful,
and venerable. Historical or antiquarian ten- Causes of
derness is ‘ God’s compensation to the world their de- -
for its advancing years.’ struction.

2. The animosity existing between the monks and
clergy. Bishops and parochial clergy were not likely to
plead the cause of the monks, at whose hands they had
suffered much, and whose constant ambition had been to
exempt themselves from episcopal jurisdiction and to
appropriate parochial benefices. .

3. The rapacity of the ;mbles and gentry, eager; to
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enlarge their estates by purchasing at easy prices lands
which their forefathe{-sp had grﬁnted a{val.;'. Rising
statesmen and flattering courtiers also approved and
received a share in the scramble. Most of our nobility
who date their honours from Tudor times are indebted
to the plunder of the abbeys for their rich estates.

4. Above all was the general conviction on the part of
the nation that the mission of monasticism was fulfilled.
There is no resisting the evidence that the monastic
system worked its own rumin in abuses and enormities
that occasioned an overwhelming necessity for its sup-
pression. The violence and injustice with which the
overthrow was accomplished are as characteristic of the
roughness of the times as they are of the prejudices of
the times against everything monkish. In proportion as
the dangers and necessities of the Reformation struggle
are realized, much of the regret now so often expressed
concerning the dismantled monasteries is changed into
gratitude for the religious and national freedom then
gecured to our country. What John Knox is accredited
with having said of the rmined monasteries of Scotland
might be said of those of England—that the best way
to keep the rooks from returning was to pull down their
nests. Mr. Froude well observes, ‘Never were any
institutions brought to a more deserved judgment than
the monastic orders of England.’

The evil end of monasticism in England need not,
ought not, to make us unmindful of the earlier influence

The good ©Of monastic communities upon English civili-

work of zation. In seeking their own interests the

the monks monks advanced the interests of society in

inthepast. general. The monkish ecclesiastics were
patrons of architecture. We owe to them some of the
most exquisite and gracefnl architectural forms which
combined taste and skill ever achieved. Few are the
parishes in our country which have not some expression
of monastic thought and munificence in fragments of
stately buildings, in abbey, church, or minster. In the
early days, monks by their own labour changed sterile
wastes into fertile and productive lands. To the last the
abbey lands were the best cultivated in England, and
furnished an example of good husbandry which imparted
a stimulus to the agricultural interests of the country.
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Monks were the chroniclers of their times, to whose
often graphic representations of passing life the his-
torians of succeedl? generations are so greatly indebted.
Among such chroniclers were the patient, good-humounred
William of Malmesbury, the pedantic Matthew of Paris,
a monk of St. Albans, and another monk of the same
abbey—the ill-tempered Thomas of Walsingham, who
repaid Wycliffe’s estimate of the monks by calling him
‘an angel of darkness.” The service of the later monks
" to literature is often greatly exaggerated. Here and
there amongst them may have been an abbot or prior of
scholarly tastes and aspirations, but least of all among
the ‘lovers of the cloisters’ was the revival of letters
welcomed. For some time before their overthrow no
name of eminence in service either to Church or State
had appeared amongst them. Constantly we hear of
monasterial munificence. Open house was kept for all
travellers, with accommodation and provision according
to their degree in rank. The charity of the monks to the
poor was often liberal to prodigality, but in its indis-
criminate character was the occasion of increasing men-
dicancy with its train of vices; it was & charity which
fed the clamorous with no thought of their improve-
ment as fellow beings. The popular supposition; that
1o ‘Poor Law ’ was required prior to the suppression of
monasteries is contrary to historic fact. The problem
of social pauperism had long been a State question of
great difficulty.

For many generations before the Reformation the
mission of monasticism had been fulfilled. The monas-
teries had practically ceased to be the abodes peteriora-
of God-fearing, evil-shunning men, bound by tion of
vows of celibacy, poverty, and obedience. monasticlife.
The inmates of the monasteries had become a great
religious aristocracy, which at last had little or nothing
in common with the people. Dr. Jessopp, in his Coming
of the Friars, thus disposes of the popular idea that the
mission of the monks was one of ministry to others:
¢ The idea of men and women, weary of the hard struggle
with sin and fleeing from the wrath to come, joining
together to give themselves up to the higher life, out of
the reach of temptation and safe from the witcheries of
* mammon, was a grand idea, and not unfrequently it had
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been carried out grandly. But the monk was nothing
and did nothing for the townsman: he fled away to his
solitude; the rapture of silent adoration was his joy and
exceeding great reward; his nights and days might be
spent in prayer and praise, sometimes in study and
research, sometimes in battling with the powers of dark-
ness and ignorance, sometimes in throwing himself heart
and soul into art, which it was easy to persuade himself
he was doing only for the glory of God : but all this must
go on far away from the busy haunts of men, certainly
not. within earshot of the multitude. Moreover, the
monk was by birth, education, and sympathy one with
the upper classes. What were the rabble to him? In
return, the rich burgher hated him cordially, as a super-
cilions aristocrat and pharisee, with the guile and greed
of the scribe and lawyer superadded.’!
If in our contemplation of the ruins of an ancient
monastery our thoughts go back to the twelfth century,
Founding it i8 toa time when the country was becoming
monasteries rapidly studded with monasteries, priories,
a fashion of and other religious houses. Founding monas-
the twelfth teries, endowing them with the property of
century.  parochial benefices, was as much the fashion
then as founding grammar schools was in the sixteenth
century. In the twelfth century the busy sound of axe
and hammer was heard in many of the waste places of
England. Multitudes of men dressed in doublet and
hose, as masons, carpenters, and press-gangs of labourers,
were toiling in raising the vast piles of buildings which
make up a religious house—cloisters, dormitories, chapels,
hospitals, granaries, barns, storehouses. We gain some
faint idea of the amazing stir and industry which the
erection of monasterial buildings implied by following,
in our modern farms and pasture lands, the traces which
even now may be seen of their possessions three hundred
years ago. It was the time when the architects of the
great Yorkshire abbeys, of the magnificent choir of
Canterbury, and of some of the noble spires and towers
of the ecclesiastical buildings of our land, were carrying
forward buildings which for excellence of construction
and beauty of design have never been surpassed. Mon-

s

1 Page 7.
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astic houses in considerable number existed before the
Norman Conquest, but during the three hundred years
between that epoch and the end of Edward IIL's long
reign about twelve hundred of these institutions were
founded. Omne hundred and fifteen were built during the
nineteen troubled years of Stephen’s reign, and to these
were added a hundred and thirteen during the reign of
Henry II.

Yet it must not be forgotten that at the same time
these noble buildings, ‘palaces of stone,’ were being
reared all below the class of barons, merchants, Condition
and traders were living in wattled cottages of  of the
but one storey, and with smoke-holes instead Peasantry.
of chimneys,—hovels of such a kind that Henry II.
could order that the houses of heretics should be carried
outside the town and burned. To those ‘ who delved,
and ditched, and dunged the earth, ate bread of corn and
bran, worts fleshless’—i.e. vegetables, but no meat—the
times were about as hard as they well could be. The
statute book declared that he or she who laboured at the
plough or other service of husbandry till they were
twelve years old should not be permitted ever to leave
that labour for another kind. They were serfs, bound to
the estate upon which they were born, and regarded as
much a part of it as the cattle of the field.

iy o




CHAPTER IIL
ATTEMPTS AT REFORMATION.

THE history of monasticism in this country is that of
successive attempts at reform and of successive failure.
Attractive to the imagination as a life of self-denial in
retirement from the world for the culture of the spiritual
life is to many, the experience of centuries has shown it
to be an illusion. Service in the world, not selfish seclu-
sion from its needs, sorrows, temptations, and business, is
the true doctrine of the cross of Christ. The unsocial
religion of monasticism, contrary to nature, contrary to
the highest ideal of Christian perfection as seen in the
life of Christ, was constantly breaking down. Great
reformers arose, sincere and earnest, who, oppressed with
sorrow at the sense of failure in the monastic system,
devised fresh methods to correct and prevent the corrup-
tions which excited their indignation and provoked the
scorn of the world. In the four great monasterial orders
we see the expression of such reforms. Gradually there
dawned upon the minds of thoughtful observers the mis-
take of the system in its seclusion and isolation. In the
institution of the order of Canons, of the religious military
orders, and yet more conspicuously in the institution of
the orders of the Friars, we see a further effort of refor-
mation, in the recognition of active usefulness as a neces-
sary sign of religious life.
lgf the monasterial orders in the country, the Benedic-
tines, founded by the renowned Benedict of Nursia in
The Bene. '0€ fifth century, is alike the oldest and most
dictine. Prominent. To them we owe the revival of
whatever remained of the ancient British
Church that had passed through the fiery trial of the
Diocletian persecution; for Augustine of Canterbury,
with his forty companions, sent by the famous Pope
Gregory, were Benedictine monks. The monasteries of
Glastonbury and Abingdon, of Ely and Peterborough, of
Crowland and St. Edmundsl;nry—in fact, all the English
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monasteries prior to the time of the Norman Conquest—
were under the famous Benedictine rule, revised and
adapted to English life by Dunstan, the versatile and
energetic Archbishop of Canterbury, and real master of
the realm in the days of Eadmund. Characteristically
he gives prominence to bell-ringing in his rule. Bene-
dict himself was a reformer of a degenerate system of
monasticism, based upon the merely meditative seclusion
of Eastern monachism. The rule which he 5 .. .
institated is set forth in an elaborate code of ©iygie:
seventy-four chapters. The distinguishing

feature of his system is that to the foundation rules of
all monastic life, poverty, celibacy, obedience, he added
WOREK., At a time when, in a degree scarcely Its charac-
possible to realize in these days, toil of all teristics.
kinds was regarded as the lot only of slaves 1. Labour.
and serfs, Benedict prescribed manual labour as part
of a monk’s duty. ‘Idleness,’ wrote the great monastic
legislator of Western monachism, ‘is an enemy of the
goul’ Orare est laborare was the motto of the Benedic-
tine order. Even the elderly and the sickly were to
employ such time as their state permitted in copying the
writings of the Fathers—the Scriptures, etc. All the
work needful for the management of the monastery and
for the wants of the brethren was to be taken in turn by
the monks. The literary labour that subsequently became
intimately associated with Benedictine editions of great
books, the work of laborious scribes and editors, certainly
was not contemplated by the founder of the order. The
natural force of circumstances, however, made the monas-
teries the rallying-point of men of learning and studious
habit. Obedience was another prominent feature of the
Benedictine rule. Its law was ;bsolute, but was tem-
pered by the necessity on the part of ‘the abbot .

to call ythe entire by@rody ofr;she brethren to- > Obedience:
gether to deliberate on any weighty matter, and not to
decide it till he had heard the counsel of the very young-
est.’ Equality was recognised : no distinction of worldly
rank or station was to be considered amongst the inmates
of the monastery. Their food was limited to Manner of
two meals & day, and always during mealslifeand dress
there was reading aloud, when no conversation °f the Bene-
was permitted; communications for any. dictines.
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thing needed had to be made by signs. At first, the
Benedictine monks had no distinctive dress; with the
characteristic liberality of this founder’s rule it was left
to be determined according to climate and locality. In
England their gown or cassock was black, with a cowl or
hood of the same colour. Hence they became known as
the Black Monks. The Benedictine rule allowed parents
to dedicate young children to a monastic life—the parents
Children in &t the same time giving a promise never to
the monas- endow them with any property, though they
tery.  might give to the monastery if they pleased.
Such children were instructed in reading, writing, and
religious learning, and especially in psalmody and music.
The presence of this young life must have brought a
gleam of joyousness, and at the same time a sort of
homeliness, to some of the dwellers in monastic seclusion.
Among the names of eminence connected with this order
and prominent in the religious histor{ of our own coun-
try are those of the illustrious Lanfranc,
the trusted friend and counsellor of the
Norman Congueror, and the zealous repre-
sentative of his Church and clergy; and of Anselm,
his successor—one holy in life, profound as a theologian,
great as a worker and teacher. Lanfranc himself was
a reformer of monastic observance, and on account of
the laxity of discipline and general morality which he
found in England, revised and adapted the Benedic-
tine rule especially for his own monks, an adaptation
afterwards adopted in all the great Benedictine abbeys
in England.

‘Where there is no single recognised authority, discipline
cannot be effectively maintained. Though the Benedic-
The Cluniac tine monks vowed obedience to the rule, there

* was no general executive to enforce submis-
sion. Each monastery was an independent institution
under its own abbot. This independence was not found
to-work well. In many of the monasteries the restric-
tions were disregarded: monks abandoned their profes-
sion, or did worse—lived in riotousness and profligacy.
Reform was again wanted, and it was not long before a
reformer arose. In the celebrated abbey of Clugny, in
Burgundy, was one who saw the evil, and proposed a
remedy. Berno, its abbot, not only insisted on a vigorous

Eminent
Benedictines.
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observance of the Benedictine rule by the monks under
him, but likewise introduced stricter regula- Berno's
tions as regards fasting and silence. Looked attempt to
up to as a reformer and leader, he required reform.
every monastery following the Cluniac rule to be subject
to the abbot of Clugny, and to receive its prior from his
appointment. Such subordination tended to greater regu-
larity of discipline, but eventually occasioned political
suspicions that in the reign of Henry V. led to the
suppression of all alien priories. The first and only
monastery of the Cluniac order in England for nearly a
hundred and fifty years was the stately priory at Lewes, in
Sussex, founded by Gundrada, a step-daughter L
of William the Conqueror, and her husband, P:}::;
the Earl of Warren. William of Malmesbury :
says of it, ‘ None excelled it in the piety of its monks,
in its hospitality to strangers, and in charity towards
all.” ‘The dress of the Cluniacs was the same as that worn
by the Benedictines. They spent much of their time in
meditation, and a great strictness was observed among
them with regard to silence: to speak before prime
(6 a.m.) was deemed a very serious oi%:ance; signs instead
of words were their means of communication. In the
History of the Diocese of Chichester, the Rev. W. R. W,
Stephens refers to an official connected with the priory of
Lewes called the ‘circuitor,” whose duty was The
to perambulate the monastery ‘in so religious g cuitor.
and stately a manner as to inspire terror into
. the beholders.” During the services held at night in the
dimly lighted church, when much light was not supposed
to be required by those who could recite by heart the
different offices, the circuitor was ‘to go round the choir
with a lanthorn in his hand, and if he detected any brother
dozing, be was to hold the lanthorn so as toshine full in his
face, and startle him from his nap ; whereupon the offender
had to beg pardon upon his knees, and then to take the
lanthorn and continue the search himself for other offen-
ders.” The Cluniacs, though a popular order abroad, were
never numerous in this country; ‘the alien priories’
—priories affiliated to religious houses abroad—were
always regarded with suspicion, and again and again
suppressed.

Straitest of all the monastic sects known in England
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was that of the Carthusians, so called from Chatreuse,
Th a mountainous solitude near Grenoble, where,
Carthusisn, i 1084, was founded by Bruno the far-famed
monastery of La Grande Chartreuse, still
standing. Absolute solitude, and silence, and self-mortifi-
cation were the rule of this order, copying and gardening
the only occupation allowed. The Carthusians were the
arthusian 2L order of Western monks who literally
Carthusian g o1t in cells. These cells were in reality
tiny three-roomed cottages, containing what
we may call a sitting-room, in which in the stern twelfth
century the cloistered inmate was not allowed, even in
winter, the luxury of a fire; a sleeping room, provided
with a bed—

¢ That wooden bed,
Which shall their coffin be when dead,—

a table, a bench, and a book-shelf; a third apartment
was a stowaway place for anything to be put out of the
way. One meal a day was all allowed ; that the inmate
received through a grating in the door, so contrived that
neither he nor the person that handed in what was
required cougdhse; each other. Meat was never a part
.. of the fare; on Fridays and during Lent onl
c:;:aﬁ;;? bread, water, and saltywere alloweg;i. To eac
cell was attached a small garden, surrounded
by high walls that conld only be overlooked by the abbot.
The only occasions on which the monks met were in the
church services and on certain great festivals in the
refectory. Add to these conditions of life that of a
horsehair shirt worn next the skin, and need it be said
that an order so aunstere in its regulations was never
popular in England? No nunnery of this order was ever
founded in this country, and only nine monasteries. Two
of these were in Yorkshire, of which the rnins of one—
Mount Grace Priory, near Northallerton—still remain,
and in which the peculiar arrangement of the cells can be
seen. The first was founded at Witham, in Somerset-
shire, in the reign of Henry II., and had for its prior the
holy Hugo, afterwards Bishop of Lincoln, who never
flattered, and often reproved, yet was always loved and
trusted by the king whom Thomas of Canterbury could
only defy. The most celebrated house of the Carthusian

-
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order in England was the Chartreuse, in London, the site
and name of which are still preserved in the familiar
Charterhouse.

To the great orders -of the Benedictines and the
Cluniacs were added at the close of -the eleventh century
the Cistercians. The founder of this famous (... . =
order was an Englishman, Stephen Harding, :
brought up from early childhood in the Benedictine
monastery of Sherborne, and who afterwards became head
of the monastery at Citeaux. In a time when pomp and
luxury prevailed, and the vows of monkish life were openly
transgressed, Stephen was the leader of a reformation in
monastic life that effected a considerable change both on
the Continent and in England. The early Cistercians were
the Quakers of their day. In contrast with gjstercians
the costly apparel of Benedictine monks, who the Quakers
appeared in garments richly trimmed with fur, of their day.
or in gay clothing of scarlet or green, the Cistercians’
habit was of the coarsest kind, consisting principally of
white canvas. Under the exercise of the dispensations
granted by abbots according to their discretion, Benedic-
tines and Cluniacs had so degenerated that not only did
they eat meat every day in the week except Friday, but
they ransacked earth and air for highly-flavoured dainties.
Their huntsmen brought them venison and wild boars;
their falconers the choicest birds. Peter the Venerable,
the abbot of the famous monastery of Cluny, speaks of the
monks ‘ whose cloister was the whole world, whose god
was their belly” Degenerate monks divided their meals
into two kinds: those allowed by the rule of their order,
and those which went beyond. By eating the prescribed
fare, they lived according to the letter of their rule, and
all that was taken beside, especially as it was never
blessed, was considered of no account, or as benevolently
allowed in consideration of certain benefactions, to be
laid out in relaxations for the monks on certain days.
The Cistercians, in protest against such evasions, returned
to the frugal fare prescribed by Benedict, and limited them-
selves during a great part of the year to one meal a day.
At a time when the popular teaching was that nothing
could be too rich or costly for Divine service the Cister-
cians were advocates og studied plainness. In their
buildings and in their worship there was a Quaker-like
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simplicity, compared with the splendour of the services
of other monastic churches, where the altars gleamed
with gold and gems, and.ecclesiastics in splendid vest-
ments ministered. The English monk forbad ‘in the
house of God . . . anything should be found which
savoured of pride or excess.” All elaborate ornament was
proscribed. The windows were to be plain, stained glass
being forbidden. No pictures, or images, or jewelled
crosses were allowed. The crosses were of wood, the can-
dlesticks of iron. The vestments were of plain linen.
Even in chanting the most rigid simplicity of style was
to be observed. In their buildings only one tower, a
central one, was permitted, and that was to be very low.
Unnecessary pinnacles and turrets were prohibited. The
spirit of rigid self-denial manifested itself in the choice
of the sites of their monasteries. ¢ The more dismal, the
- more savage, the more hopeless a spot appeared, the more
did it please this rigid order.’
To this order belonged the great St. Bernard of Clair-
vaux, whose marvellous eloguence kindled the enthusiasm
St. Bernard for the second great crusade, and whose warm,
of Clairvaux , Passionate devotion still moves the hearts of
. thousands in the hymns, ¢ Jesus, the very
thought of Thee,” ¢ Jesus, Thoun joy of loving hearts,” ‘O
Jesus, King most wonderful I’ portions of the poem, ¢ Jesus,
dulcis memoria,’ generally ascribed to St. Bernard as
‘the father of mediwval hymnody.’” From the connection
of St. Bernard with the Cistercians they have sometimes
been called Bernardine monks.
In England, Waverley Abbey, in Surrey, the name of’
which Sir Walter Scott has made familiar to every
Cistercian reader of English literature, was the first
abbeys. joundation (a.p. 1128) of the OCistercian
order. Three years later Tintern Abbey was
founded. Other stately buildings followed in rapid suc-
cession. The magnificent ruins of Furness Abbey, and
of the equally renowned Fountains Abbey, and, if less
beantiful, yet more perfect in preservation, of Kirkstall,
situated within sight and souncf of busy Leeds, show the
skill in architecture, as well as the great wealth, to which
the order of the Cistercians soon attained. All their
monasteries were arranged after the same plan, with
only such variations as the circumstances of locality
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necessitated, and all were dedicated to the Virgin
Mary.

Tg’e hard-working and self-denying Cistercians werse
familiarly known as White Monks, becanse their dress
was a long coat, or cassock, over which they Character-
wore a black cloak when they went outside istios of the
their monastery. Away from the common Cistercians.
haunts of men, in wild and barren districts of country
and in lonely valleys, they toiled, and under their guidance
and direction scenes of barrenness were changed into
those of beauty. They loved Nature rather than books,
and their trinmphs were over rocks and woods rather
than in scholastic disputations. No names of eminence
as scholars are connected with their famous abbeys, but
the adjacent lands afford plain proofs of the immense
work done in the patient building of hedges, embanking
rivers, draining swamps, and making roads. Something
akin to the spirit of the most renowned of their order, the
Nature-loving St. Bernard, is seen in their work, for he
had said : ¢ Believe me, you will find more lessons in woods
than in books. Trees and stones will teach you what
you cannot learn from masters. You have need not so
much of reading as of prayer; and thus may God open
your hearts to understand His law and His command-
ments.’

Of the religious influence of the Cistercian movement
the late Professor J. R. Green wrote : ‘At the close of
Henry’s reign, and throughout the reign of Religious in-
Stephen, England was stirred by the first of fluence of the
those great religious movements which it was OCistercian
to experience afterwards in the preaching of Movement.
the Friars, the Lollardism of Wycliffe, the Reformation,
the Puritan enthusiasm, and the mission work of the
Wesleys. Everywhere, in town and country, men banded
themselves together for prayer, hermits flocked to the
woads, noble and churl welcomed the austere Cister-
cians. . . . A new spirit of devotion woke the slum-
bers of the religious houses, and Yenetra.ted alike to the
home of the noble and the trader.’

Long before the sixteenth century the reforming spirit
of the Cistercians had spent itself. Wealth became the

1 History of the English People, vol. i., p. 156.
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parent of luxury and the root of idleness; and between
the enthusiastic devotion and ascetic lives which dis-
tingnish the earlier monks of Fountains and those of
even a hundred years later there was a descent as great
as that of the Benedictines and Cluniacs, which called
forth the Cistercian reform.




CHAPTER IIIL

ADVANCE IN MONASTIC REFORM: THE AUGUSTINIANS, OR AUSTIN
CANONS.

WaoLLy distinct from the monks, and under discipline
less rigid, were the Regular Canons, who claimed Augus-
tine of Hippo as their founder, but were not .
known as a distinct order till the eleventh Blfﬁi:;‘:““
century. The members of this order were ’
regular clergy, holding a middle position between monks
and secular Canons. They lived together, as a community
of parish priests might do, under monastic rules, and
observed the seven canonical hours. The first house of
their order in England was founded at Colchester about
the year 1105. From the colour of their dress they were
commonly called Black Austin Canons, they generally
wearing a long black cassock, with a white rochet, or
short surplice, over it, and over that a black cloak or
hood. The monks always shaved, but these Canons wore
their hair and beards, and caps on their head. To this
order belonged Bolton Priory, secluded among the woods
on the banks of the Wharfe, and Walsingham Abbey, in
Norfolk, famed for its shrine of the Virgin Mary, to
which pilgrims resorted in large numbers.

Offshoots of this order were the Presmonstratensians,
or White Canons, deriving their name from Pramonastre,
where they were founded by a German named p,g.01
Norbert, in 1211. They were simply a stricter stratensians,
order of the Austin Canons, standing towards or White
them much as the Cluniacs did to the Bene- Canons.
dictines. They were farther distingnished from the
Austin Canons by wearing white robes instead of black;
hence they were called White Canons. They never rose
to great influence in England, numbering only thirty-five
houses ; of these Welbeck Abbey, in Nottingham, was the
chief. The Gilbertines were a purely English Gilberti
order, which took its rise (1148) at Sempring- riines.
ham, in Lincolnshire, and was named after its founder,

E.RB. 17 (v



18 ADVANCE IN MONASTIC REFORM.

Gilbert, & priest. This order was a curious combination
of the Austin and Cistercian rule, the Canons following
the former, the nuns and the lay-brethren the latter.
The convents for the men and women adjoined, and the
inmates worshipped in the same church, separated by a
longitudinal wall. The number of Gilbertine houses in
England was twenty-five. Of the Bonhommes,
a name of uncertain origin, there were only
two or three houses in this country. They were a branch
of the Augustinian order. Excepting the Aunstin Canons,
none of these orders in England gained great distinction
or rendered eminent services.

During the time of the crusades the three celebrated
orders of the Knights Templars, the Knights Hospitallers,
The religions 8nd the Teutonic Knights arose. In these

military great and renowned military orders, bound

orders. by religious obligations, devoted to the in-
terests of the cross, and to the rescue and care of those
who suffered in its defence, we see an advance upon the
selfish life of the monks, who renounced the duties, the
charities, the sympathies of life for the supposed better
The  culture of the spiritual life. The call to the
crusades & crusades broke in upon the selfishness of
call from monasticism. Politically and ecclesiastically
monastie sel- the crusades were a disastrous failure; but
35 they roused men to open conflict against the
evils which affected the honour of the Saviour of man-
kind. To attempt the rescue of the Holy Land from the
hand of the infidel it was thought would advance the
glory of God, and be an accumulation of merit to all who
shared in the enterprise. Kings, princes, wealthy men,
and men of low degree, turned toward the East, and felt
that they were as truly in the service of the Lord as the
priest who recited his daily mass or the monk who cared
only for his own spiritual welfare in solitude, labour, and
silence.

To relieve the hungry, weary, homeless, and sick of
their own faith, whom religions desire had brought to a
Knights Hos- far off land, was the original vocation of the

pitallers of Hospitallers, known also as Knights of St.

8t. John of John of Jerusalem. Grateful travellers spread

Jerusalem. their fame throughout Europe, and sent offer-
ings to sustain so gracious an endeavour and work. As.

Bonhommes.

=
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the organization increased in numbers and power, mem-
bers being desirous of taking a more active part against
the attacks of the Mohammedans, permission for them to
become a military order was given by the Patriarch of
Jerusalem and confirmed by Pope Pascal II. in 1113.
. Upon this many of the crusaders joined them. They
were exempt from all ecclesiastical jurisdiction; and in
a short time their wealth increased enormously from
landed property in all parts of Emrope. They were
divided into three classes—nobility, clergy, and serving
brothers; their religious houses into priories, bailiwicks,
and commanderies, or preceptories. The commanderies,
of which there were no less than fifty-three in England,
were smaller houses, where candidates were received and
trained. The first introduction of the Knights Hospi-
tallers into England was in the year 1101. Their chief
priory was in Clerkenwell, described at that time as
. ‘nigh London.” The knights wore a black robe, having
a white linen cross of eight points fastened on the left
side, also a red military cloak. They took the usual
monastic vows of chastity, obedience, and poverty.

The famous order of the Templars was introduced
into England some years after the Hospitallers. Its
earliest members banded themselves to- .
gether for the express purpose of giving Tle{::gﬁ':
armed protection to the numerous pilgrims B
journeying in the Holy Land. In this order the grest
St. Bernard took an active interest, and under his direc-
tion its rules were framed. In the Knights of the Temple
the endeavour was made, according to the ideas of the
twelfth century, to combine the qualities of the Christian
and of the soldier. Members of the order were either
bound for life or for a fixed period. Married men were
admitted. Like Augustinian Canons, they were to attend
daily services; but to soldiers wearied with military
duties leave of absence was granted on certain conditions.
The Templars soon rivalled in wealth and power the
Hospitallers. The similarity of their duties rendered it
impossible at times to prevent collision, and during the
intervals between the crusades generous emulation fre-
quently gave way to a spirit of envy and detraction ; for,
as Fuller aptly says, ‘Active men, like millstones in
motion, if they have no other grist to grind, will set fire
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to one another.” The dan?er to the State of military
Military or- orders responsible to the pope only was also
ders a dangerfelt, and attempts were made for their sup-
to the State. pression as early as the time of Henry III.
Modern research has cleared the Templars from the
charges on which, with much severity, their order was
suppressed in the early years of the fourteenth century.
Interesting memorials of the Knights of the Temple exist
Round in the round churches built lg them in imi-
churches of tation of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
the Tem- at Jerusalem. Of these in this country four
plars.  remain: viz. the Temple Church in London,
rich in memorials of its ancient founders; the ehurches
of St. Sepulchre’s at Cambridge and Northampton ; that
at Little thlestead, in Essex, is claimed for the Knights
of St. John of Jerusalem.

To the third great military order, the Teutonic Knights,
no more than passing reference is here required. As its

. name intimates, this order was of German

%;‘;tﬁ‘: origin, and none but Germans of honourable

€1 birth were admitted as members. Like the

two other military orders, the Teutonic order adopted

the Augustine rule of life, and laid upon themselves the

special obligations of tending sick and wounded pilgrims,

and of fighting the enemies of Christendom at home or

abroad. The distinguishing garb of the order consisted
of a white mantle with a black cross.

With the popularity of the crusades there passed away
the necessity of the service to which these religions mili-
tary orders had devoted their lives, but not the spirit of
enterprise they had helped to create, determined to war
with evil, and, apart from monastic seclusion, to minister
unto the needs of the sick and the poor.




CHAPTER 1V.

THE INSTITUTION OF THE FRIARS, A FURTHER ADVANCE IN
REFORM.

THE institation of the Friars was another departure from
the isolation and seclusion of monastic life. The Friars,
instead of withdrawing from men, were to seek out the
poor, the sick, the outcast; to rebuke sin and exhort to
repentance. According to their rule they were to labour
for their food and clothing, taking only clothes and food
in payment. If labour failed they might beg the neces.
saries of life. Such at least was their original rule; how
soon modified every reader of history knows. Poverty,
humility, and active benevolence in ministering to the
spiritnal and bodily needs of men—these were the general
principles on which the mission of the Friars was founded.

No men could have been more opposite in temperament
yet one in aim as reformers than Dominic  pye
Guzman of Osma, and Francis Bernardone of founders.
Assisi, the two great founders of the Friars.

Dominic, born in ‘the year 1170, a Spaniard of noble
birth, was a man of letters and a priest. ‘Fond to his
own and dreadful to his foes,’ is Dante’s Domini
description of the great Dominican. In hig ~°™™¢
self-imposed poverty he was once so distressed by the
tears of a poor woman who wished to redeem her son from
slavery that he offered -himself to be sold in her son’s
place. His zeal against heretics has made him notorious
in history as the founder of the remorseless Inquisition.
In records of ecclesiastical inventions he is known as the
inventor of the rosary.

In striking contrast with the stern, mechanical tempera-
-ment of Dominic is the gentle-souled, Nature-loving,
impulsive, ‘sweet St. Francis of Assisi,’ his
cotemporary, but twelve years his junior.
Vividly in old pictures the contrasted founders
are represented : Dominic wzith a cross and a bloodhound,

1

Francis of
Assisi,
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Francis with a cross and a lamb ; both loyal in heart to
the Saviour of mankind, but one not knowing the spirit
he was of, tenacious of purpose to destroy that which he
took for evil; the other gentle and guileless, sacrificing
everything for the good of others. The words, ¢ Sell all
that thou hast, and give to the poor, then thou shalt
have treasure in heaven,” were to Francis a Divine mes-
sage, to be taken in their most literal sense. Poverty
he wedded as his bride. At the age of about twenty-six
he went forth to the mission of his life, barefooted, in a
coarse garment of grey serge, drawn round his waist
with a piece of common cord. His followers were at
first few in number. When sanctioned by Innocent III.,
in 1208, the new order numbered only eleven members.
Such was the origin of the great Franciscan order,
which soon surpassed every other, both in numbers and
importance, and which, together with its great rival order
of the Dominicans, constituted for a long period the chief
stay and support of the Church of Rome.

The dominant ideas of the two orders are seen in the
character of their founders. The learned, zealous Dominic
saw the need there was for more exact and intelligent
teaching than could be had save in a few great cities.
Rome was then in conflict with the Albigenses, whose
opinions and tenets anticipated in a remarkable manner

The  those of the Lutheran Reformation. Dominic
Dominicans 5aW how powerless the clergy were to contend
preaching with their rivals, whose zeal, life, and beliefs
brothers and were making many converts. Heresy and
hll‘l‘:ff“y schism were to him the great perils that beset
ers. . .
The ~ the Church, and zealous systematic preaching
Franciscans with him was the method by which they were
missioners of o be met. The Dominicans were therefore
b “ti“ known as Fratri Predicatori — preaching
enevolence. prothers; while Francis, in his humility,
styled his community Fratri Minori—Minorites, or lesser
brothers, as the youngest and humblest of religious
fraternities.

Of Francis’ strivings after holiness, his simplicity of
character, his sublime self-surrender to Christ, there can
be but one opinion. In his nature there was a depth of
love which muade him passionately fond of all living
things. Of birds and of animals he spoke as his friends,
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his kinsmen, his fellow-worshippers of the bountiful
Creator, the love of whom he was ever asserting to the
poorest, the meanest, the most repulsive of human kind.
He taught by example and precept that activity in win-
ning souls to God and in going forth to work for the
benefit of those for whom Christ died was the true
religious life. When Christians were more intent upon
slaying Mohammedans than converting them Francis
made his way into the army of the sultan of Egypt as a
preacher of repentance. To one of his own order he
wrote, ‘There is only one mark by which I can know
whether thoun art a servant of God ; namely, if thon com-
passionately bringest back wandering brethren to God,
and never ceasest to love those who grievously err.’

In the magic charm of St. Francis’ influence, that every-
where gained him multitudes of disciples, there are not
lacking proofs of practical wisdom and shrewd
discernment. He recognised the possibility
of acceptable service to God in the ordinary
every-day work of life, and founded in 1221 the order of
Tertiaries, expressly for those who could only live in the
world, and who could not join his order to the full. The
members, who might be married persons, retained their
social position while coming under a simple rule of faith
and prayer to abstain from worldly dissipation and costly
attire. In the Franciscan Tertiaries we see reproduced
the idea of the religious military orders applied to the
ordinary circumstances of life.

The founder of the renowned Franciscan order died at
the early age of forty-four, in the year 1226, surviving his
great compeer, Dominic, by five years.

Great was the stir the coming of the Friars excited in
England. A band of the Dominicans, thirteen in number,
landed at Dover in the year of their great Friars i
leader’s death, 1221. Their first settlement was Eg:f:n';
in Oxford, where they addressed themselves
especially to the Jews residing there; their mnext in
London, where the lord mayor gave them two whole
streets, in the part still known as Blackfriars, the name
by which in this country the Dominicans became known,
from the black cloak and hood which they wore. Fran-
ciscan Friars soon followed the Dominican. In the year
1224 a company of nine landed penniless at Dover. Of

E =
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Tertiaries.
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this mission band four were Englishmen, four Italians,
and one 8 Frenchman—Lawrenceof Beauvais—an intimate
and favoured friend of the founder of the order. From
Dover the party, barefooted and clad in their grey or
brown serge gowns, with a girdle of rope round their
waists, made their way to Canterbury. There they
divided company: four set out for Londom, the rest,
remaining at Canterbury, lived on the chance charity of
the inhabitants. Their fare was the meanest: meal,
sometimes wheaten, at others only barley, eaten with
onions and thick black beer. But they gained in estima-
tion every day. The London party for a fortnight were
hospitably entertained by the Dominicans. Then, in
humble quarters in Cornhill, the Franciscans commenced
their mission of preaching, visiting, and attending the
sick. Thence they removed to a place near the Shambles,
in Newgate, called Stinking Lane, known and celebrated
henceforth as Greyfriars.

Wherever the early Franciscans went they made choice
of the poorest and most neglected quarters for their settle-
ments. Their earnest spirit of self-sacrificing love won
them a welcome, though signs of ill-will and jealousy
were not lacking on the part of the parochial clergy and
monks. Some of the London party, proceeding on their
way to Oxford, having lost their road at night, compelled
by rain and stormy weather, songht shelter at a grange
of the monks of Abingdon. They were mistaken from
their dress and foreign accent for jugglers, and as such
were admitted for the amusement of the inmates. Upon
the discovery being made that they were not jugglers, but
Friars, the charity of the monks was exhausted, and the
belated travellers were thrust out into the darkness and
wet of a stormy night.

Rapidly the number of Friars increased in England.
The novelty of their self-sacrifice, their enthusiasm,
their spiritual earnestness, their constant endeavour to
alleviate every form of human misery, won the confidence
and affection of the people. The poor welcomed the Friars
The mission iNt0 their homes as ministers of religion not
of the Fran. too proud to sit down under the thatched
ciscans to theroof and share with them their plain fare.

poor ang The suffering and the miserable, even the

neglected. fever.stricken and the loathsome leper, found
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in them friends to sympathise and help. Dressed in
a long robe of coarsest cloth, bareheaded, barefooted,
they appeared by day, and at night they lay without a
pillow in dwelling as mean as the wattled hovels around.
Self-sacrificing for the sake of Christ was the sum of
their lives, and the only reward they asked, food and
shelter. For a time they kept nobly true to the spirit
of their rule, and their success was correspondingly
reat.

8 Within thirty years after their arrival the numbers of
the Franciscans amounted to twelve hundred and forty-
two. The Benedictine monk known as Matthew of Paris,
an antagonist to both orders, bears this testimony to the
fervour and devotion which marked their first A monk's
appearance : ‘ They filled the land, dwelling in testimony to
cities and in towns, in societies of tens and the Friars.
sevens, having no worldly goods of any kind. They went
about barefooted, showing a pattern to all of the greatest
humility. On Sundays and holy days they went forth
from their dwellings and preached the gospel in parish
churches. They ate and drank whatever was set before
them by those to whom they ministered. Deep was their
insight into heavenly things, for their spiritual vision was
unclouded by attachment to this lower world with its
carnal pleasures.’

The two orders borrowed from each other: the Fran-
ciscans followed the Dominicans in their pursuit of
intellectual culture; the Dominicans were influenced by
the example of the severity of self-sacrifice as seen in
the Franciscans, which included even the surrender of
their breviaries. Their only book was the cross, and their
breviaries, said their fonnder, were to be in their ‘heart
of hearts.” But it was soon found that books were a
necessity., ‘The popularity of their preaching’ led them,
says Professor Green, ‘ to the deeper study of theology.
Within a short time after their establishment in England
we find as many as thirty readers, or lecturers, appointed
at Hereford, Leicester, Bristol, and other places, and a
regular succession of teachers provided at each university.
The Oxford Dominicans lectured on theology in the nave
of their new church, while philosophy was taught in the
cloister. The first provincial of the Grey Friars built a
school in their Oxford house, and persuaded Grosseteste
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to lecture there.’! Less than fifty years after the land-
ing of the little company of penniless Franciscans, one of
their order, Robert Kilwardby, had been appointed Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, and Bonaventura, the general of the
order, had refused tge archbishopric of York.

By their learning, their eloquence, their resolute action,
Eminence of the Friars rose to eminencein the universities.
the Friars in The foremost scholars in Oxford were Friars,

the univer- Roger Bacon, the Mirabilis, or Wonderful Doc-
sities.  {or, whose name stands first in the great roll of
the worthies of modern science; Alexander of Hales, the
¢ Irrefragable Doctor,” great among' the scholastic divines
of the thirteenth century; Duns Scotus, his plépil, who
won by his dialectical ingenuity the title Doctor Subtilis;
and William of Occam, the Invincible Doctor, founder of
the Nominalists, and whose doctrine of evangelical poverty
helped to mould the mind of England’s greatest Reformer,
John Wycliffe. These were all Franciscans. While
the Dominicans gloried in Thomas Aquinas the Angelic
and Albertus Magnus, the two most eminent theologians
of the Middle Ages, as being of their number; and from
their ranks there rose in the fifteenth century the great
Savonarola.

So many imitators of Francis and Dominic arose, each

founding a fresh order of mendicants, that it was found
. necessary to put a stop to their further
tlh'?f,iﬁiis":: increase. Accordingly, at the second Council
Friars, ©Of Lyons, in 1274, it was decreed that the
number of recognised orders should be reduced

to four; viz, the Dominicans, the Franciscans, the Car-
melites, and the Austin Friars. The Carmelites, still a
widespread order, claimed to have Elijah as their foun-
The der. Hence their name. Not satisfied with
Carmelites, such honour, the assertion was added that the
or White Virgin Mary joined their order, and gave them
Friars. o precious vestment called a scapulary. This
gave rise to another mname, by which they are known,
Friars of our Lady of Mount Carmel. More commonly,
from the cloak and hood they wore, they were called
White Friars, a name which still survives in the part
of London adjoining Fleet, where in 1241 they settled.
Readers of Sir Walter Scott’s Fortunes of Nigel will

1 Green, History of the English People, vol.i., p. 258.
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remember his description of the Whitefriars sanctuary
as existing in the time of James I. The Austin
Friars, or Friars Eremites, were in the Broad The Austin
Street ward of London. To Protestants the Friars.
association of interest connected with their order is that
of Martin Luther’s spiritual conflict in the Angustinian
convent at Erfurt. There were also the Crutched or
Crossed Friars, who were distinguished by e
carrying an iron cross in their hand—changed Crutched or
to silver afterwards. Members of these and Crossed
other orders, far too numerous to mention, FTiars.
made their way into every part of the country, especially
frequenting the towns, and always living on the alms of
the benevolent, and giving in return, it must be remem-
bered, from their skill and information, help in times of
sickness to thousands, and religions knowledge to those
who in many iarishes had only the uncertain knowledge
conveyed by the celebration in Latin of the services and
sacraments of their Church.

The popular favour of the Friars procured them the
favour of the popes. They were exempted The privi-
from all episcopal authority. They were free leges of
to go from dpa.nsh to parish, preaching where the Friars.
they pleased, in church or amid the hurly-burly of fairs and
markets. They were privileged to administer the sacra-
ments, to receive confessions, to bury any who desired it
in their churches and inclosures, and to accept legacies.
Pope Boniface VIII. established these privileges with the
natural and hoped-for result that the different orders
vied with each other in lauding and magnifying the
Papal power. To the parish clergy this The Friars
intrusion upon their parochial rights became and the
the occasion of bitter jealousy and much com- parochial
plaint, as they saw their customary feesgo to °lerey-
the Friars, and found themselves supplanted in their
spiritnal work.

It was in the nature of things that such a system
should degenerate. The vow of poverty was giong o
the first to break down. Great was the degeneracy
change when from dwelling in the humblest among the
abodes the Friars began to build stately _ Friars.
habitations rivalling the old monasteries in Zr‘:wl?rfo o
magnificence. In vain had Francis dome ° "~ )
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his utmost to prevent such violation of his fundamental
rule. ‘I command positively,’” he said, ¢all my brethren
that they receive no momey in any way, directly or
indirectly; that they acquire no property, no house, no
place, nothing whatever.’” The popes connived at the
evasion of the rule by declaring that the use only of the
property should belong to the Friars, and that the pro-
perty should be vested solely in the pontiff.

To the honour of the Franciscans there were those
amongst them who indignantly.rejected this evasion of
their founder’s injunction, as well as the society of their
. brethren who gave their assent. It is worthy of note
that the Friars loyal to the principle of poverty for the
most part became associated with the anti-Romanist sects,
such as the Fraticelli, the Beghards, and the Apostolici.

In the abuse of their spiritual functions as confessors
and preachers is seen a further sign of the decline of the
Abuse of theirFT18rs. The early Dominican and Francis-
spiritual func- can were true evangelizers of the country.
tions as con- Romanizers, it is true, but teachers of nobler

fessors and aimg and holier lives than those of their
preachers. .00 Going two and two in their long robes
of coarse cloth, bareheaded, barefooted, whatever the
weather and however 'rough the way, Friars had gone
ministering to the poorest, praying, preaching, and ad-
ministering the sacraments as occasion suggested or re-
quired. Abounding, though, is contemporary testimony

to what they became in the day when the fervour of their

first zeal was spent, and the ‘barefooted Friar’ was
ludicrously associated with an indolent, sensual, self-
seeking life. In the abuse of their privilege to give
absolution for all sins, they made the confessional a means
simply to get money. It was to no purpose a faithful
parish priest refused absolution to any black sheep of his
flock—a Friar could give it; and where money was in pro-
spect Chancer’s testimony is that the Friar was an easy
confessor,— .

¢Full sweetly heard he confession, *
And pleasant was his absolution.’

The preaching of the Friars degenerated into the mere
repetition of the legends of saints and the praising of
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their own peculiar order; the Dominicans preaching
most frequently on the rosary, the Franciscans

on the rﬁ)pe o ?;;!.'yancis, and the Carmel- Chmgit;" of
ites on the scapulary. The principle of living ing.
on the alms of the benevolent gegeners.ted preaching
into a system being established under which a certain
district was assigned to each friary, within which mem-
bers were free to go the round. From door to door,
according to their custom, going together, followed by &
third man with a sack, the begging Friars went for gifts
of corn, bacon, cheese, and logs of wood for their fire, in
return for which prayers were as readily promised as they
were speedily forgotten. Such is Chaucer’s description of -
a begging friar of the Carmelite order, vividly sketched
in his Sompnour's Tale. The Friars even . .

added the trade of pedlars to their multi- Friar-pedlars.
farious character as preachers, confessors, and attendants
upon the sick, and as common hucksters went their round
with knives and pins for sale.

Such was the descent, with certain brilliant exceptions,
within little more than a century, from the saint?y rise
of the reforming order of the Friars. The early part of
the thirteenth century saw their growth, the early part
of the fourteenth saw them as corrupt as the older orders.
Francis and Dominic, as truly as Benedict, Berno, and
Bernard, failed in effecting any permanent reformation
of the Church.

Against the corruptions of the Friars, Fitzralph, the
energetic and eloquent Archbishop of Armagh, preached
and wrote. He had been a fellow of Balliolg, nents of
College and vice-chancellor of the university the Friars—
at the time of Wycliffe’s student-life there.Fitzralph,Abp,
There is evidence that Fitzralph’s teaching of Armagh,
largely influenced the mind of Wycliffe in his 42 1347-
doctrine of dominium, which he had employed against the
Friars and in favour of the endowed clergy. In London
the Irish primate preached a course of sermons in English
against the Franciscans, which so enraged them that
they appealed to the pope, Clement VI., who well knew
of what incalculable importance they were to the Papal
court, and one of his last acts was to defend their privi-
leges against their adversaries.

Anoather who withstood the teaching of the Friars was
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Thomas Bradwardine, whose great work in defence of the

Thomas Augustinian doctrines of grace was called
Bradwardine, forth by the doctrines taught by the Friars

d.1849. gt the universities in his time. Bradwardine
has a name and place in the history of the Church for
his great learning and benevolence of character, and in
the history of the Reformation of England as that of on
whose divinity lectures at Oxford helped to mould the
mind of Wycliffe.



CHAPTER V.
BISHOPS AND PAROCHIAL CLERGY.

In the celebrated conflict of Henry II. with the great
Archbishop Thomas of Canterbury we see an anticipation
of the ecclesiastical struggle of the sixteenth Honry IL"
century. The earlier Henry, as the later, sopai vieh
claimed supremacy in Bis own realm. Onethe clergy re-
of the greatest of England’s Tegal reformers— garding the
Henry of Anjou—aimed at the consolidation ¢ivil and
of royal power by means of a centralized m:zfl‘:::‘“l
system of justice administered to all classes )
equally. The great difficulty in his way was the freedom
claimed from the jurisdiction of the secular courts by all
who had any right of appeal to the ecclesiastical courts.
This right extended far beyond the priesthood : it was the
claim of the whole of the professional and educated classes.
Becket, who as chancellor had shown every ,, .
inclination to sustain the authority of his Cuxftz'bu:y
sovereign, as soon as he became Archbishop
of Canterbury veered round and became the resolute
defender of the ecclesiastical courts. What was his
motive? Was it ambition to rule by his ecclesiastical
authority all secular power in the kingdom? or was
the startling change from a life of regal splendour to that
of an ascetic, who ate the coarsest food, wore sackcloth,
and washed the feet of beggars, the result of a spiritnal
conversion? Or yet again, was it sympathy of race, as
the only Englishman raised to highest power since the
Conquest, that led him resolutely to resist strengthening
the power of Norman rule? °‘The defences which have
lately been set up,’ observes Canon Robertson, °vary
according to the views and position of their ingeniouns
authors, who might perhaps be safely left to refute each
other’ Had Becket thrown the same vigour into the -
reform of the Church as he did into the defence of the
grivileges and immunities of the clergy, his claims to
- honour would have been gre;t. As it was, his resistance
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confirmed the abuses which for nearly four centuries more
darken the history of the Church, of which he claimed to
be the champion. His tragic death was the result of his
violent vindication of the rights of the see of Canterbury
over those of York, rather than of his quarrel with Henry.
The firm, resolute spirit shown in life did not fail him in
the near prospect of his violent end: refusing to hide or
flee, nnblenchingly he met his enemies. Rome turned the
death of the murdered archbishop to account, canonized
himr as a saint and a martyr to the general privileges of
the Church. Four hundred years after, the principles
of the constitution which he had so stoutly resisted
trinmphed, and the gorgeous shrine of St. Thomas of
Canterbury became a memory of the past.
Dauring the period now under review not only was there
conflict concerning civil and ecclesiastical legislation, but
Bishops and °ORStant disputes between bishops and monks
" monasteries. cOncerning the jurisdiction of the numerous
monasteries. The right of supervision claimed
by the bishops was resented by the monks. William
the Conqueror, exercising his ecclesiastical supremacy in
England, exempted the famous abbey at Battle from the
authority of the diocesan bishop, and with that act of his
began the multiplying of such exemptions—some by the
purchased permission of the pope, others by mysterious
charters from pope or king. When the bishop failed to
maintain his right of visitation, he tenaciously clung to
that of enthroning the abbot and giving the benediction
which confirmed the appointment, thus preserving some
recognition of episcopal authority.
Another source of grievance to the bishops, and one that
severely affected the parochial or ‘secular’ clergy, was
The the greed of the older and larger monasteries
monasteries in the appropriation of tithe and land; some-
and Church times under very doubtful claims, at others
benefices. in order to sustain parish churches whose
revenues had declined. It is a popular belief that the
alienation from Church purposes of so large a portion
of the tithes and glebe lands was the work of Henry VIII.
So far is this from being the case that by the middle of the
thirteenth century more than one-third of the benefices of
England had suffered through such spoliation. The bishops
were often powerless to do more than stipulate that a
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sufficient stipend should be allowed for a resident vicar,
and a certain annual sum set aside for the relief of the
poor. Therecords of disputes between the vicars and their
monasteries about the proportions of tithes and offerings
which they were to receive show that, in spite of their
precautions, the parochial clergy were often scantily paid
and the interests of the parishioners neglected.

The glimpses we get of the condition and character
of the clergy in the twelfth century, and of the habits
of life and prevailing sentiment in coun- Conditionand
try parishes, are of those groping in thick oharacter of
darkness, and of not a few longing for the the parochial
dawn. Vivid pictures of the condition of  ¢'¢¥8J
the religious life of England at this period are sometimes
drawn from the bitter satires and the violent attacks on-
monks and ecclesiastics called forth by the strife of
Henry 1I. with the Church. Scorn of the crime and vice
which disgraced the Church appears in the satirical
poems ascribed to Walter Map, and in the writings of
Nigellus, a monk of Christ Church, Canterbury, and a
contemporary of Thomas Becket. ¢ The bishops ordained
men indiscriminately, without titles, filling the country
with men calling themselves clergy and claiming privileges,
while mere vagabonds.’ Church benefices frregularities
were publicly bought and sold, given away as in clerical
a provision to children, or held in indefinite appoint-
numbers by foreign ecclesiastics, who left their ~ ments.
duties to be discharged by poorly paid curates. That the
satires of the ecclesiastical life of the Middle Ages had -
substantial foundation of truth is proved by the pub-
lished registers and injunctions of the bishops. These
reveal an amount of religious zeal that in some instances
has been overlooked, and at the same time they confirm
the evidence of the evils resulting from simony, non-
residence, pluralities, and the almost undisgunised immora-
lities of those professing to live under a rule of celibacy.
Speaking generally, such was the condition of the eccle-
siastical life of the twelfth century.

It is a popular belief that before the Reformation there
was a greater reverence than after for holy things and
places. The contrary, though, is the fact : pesecration
mediseval churches were as much places of of medimval
merchandise and sport as of worship. At the churches.

E. R. D
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end of the twelfth century it was unecessary for the Arch-
bishop of York to protest against turning churches into
market-rooms, ‘and churchyards into places for wrest-
ling, archery, and dancing. In the beginning of the
fourteenth century a market was regularly held in
Ripon Minster. Churches were also places of carousal.
Church.ales, Lhe festive gatherings known as ‘church-

urch-ales. ales,” to raise money required for church
expenses, were held in the building as well as in connec-
tion with it. Strong ale was brewed by the church-
wardens, and set for sale ¢ either in the church or some
other place’ Dancing also was an institution which
brought in money. ¢ Item of Nicholas Parkes of dancing
money’ occurs in the churchwardens’ accounts of Great
Dunmow, Essex, a.ndlthe custom is elsewhere :l:]uded to.

. Miracle plays, representing scriptural scenes,
Miracle plays. . the leI{:reI{dss ofpsaints, :ire regula.rly acted,
and were a profitable source of income, the performers
sometimes going the round of neighbouaring villages. It
was not until the Reformation changes that a statute was
passed that ¢the churchwardens shall suffer no plays,
feasts, banquets, suppers, church-ales, drinkings, to be kept
in the church, chapel, or churchyard.” A frequently
quoted passage from the celebrated Diary of John Evelyn
refers to the time when under the Stuart dynasty the
nave of old St. Paul's was a rendezvous for business, for
pleasure, for public gossiping. Such desecration was a
return to the spirit of pre-Reformation times rather than
_8t. Paul’s in their result; for in the year 1385 the Bishop
" pre-Reforma-of London complained that in the cathedral
tion times. men and women stood daily selling their
goods and merchandise ; that others, idlers and wantons,
shot or hurled arrows, darts, and stones at the crows,
pigeons, and other birds building their nests in the walls
or niches of the church, while others played at ball, not
only without, but within the church. Another instance
of medieval regard for the sanctities of a church is
A fight in o found in an account of a tithe dispute
Derbyshire between a prior and parochial clergy in

church. Derbyshire. The disputed tithe of lambs
and wool were inclosed within the church, but the monks
burst the door, and a free fight ensued between the two
parties. Sheep and lambs were butchered under the
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horses’ hoofs, or by the weapons of the combatants, within
the walls of the church.

Amid the multiplied evils of an age of such spiritual
degeneracy preaching in many parishes was utterly
neglected, and in others heard only at very - ..
irregular intervals. Archbishop Peckham, nfe?of:::
whose published register is a proof of his F t
zeal a,ng energy, felt he could not require of his diocesan
clergy more than four sermons a year. Here and there,
though, were conscientious priests striving to teach
men their duty, in whose parishes the preaching Friars
had not all their own way. Interesting and suggestive
information concerning the preaching of the parochial
clergy is found in old English homilies, long lying in
dusty bundles in university libraries and other collections,
but now published by the Early English Text Society.
Differing in their dialect according to the part of the
country where they were preached, and differing also not
a little in doctrine, these old homilies show that amid
much superstition there were men in whose life and
teaching shone the true light of saving faith. Some of
the early English preachers did not hesitate to reproduce
in thirteenth and fourteenth; century dress the yet
older homilies of Alfric’s times, in the same manner as
now the ‘skeletons ’ and ‘ outlines ’ of seventeenth century
divines reappear in nineteenth century dress and style.
Many of the old English homilies have, though, a distinct
characteristic of their own, as called forth by the
necessities of the times in which they were addressed
to their hearers of five and six centuries ago. The
gsermons of Latimer are not more racy in style and
direct in application than those of some of the early
English preachers. In the bygone years, when lady-
followers of fashion wore saffron-coloured dresses, pow-
dered their faces with blaunchet (fine wheat flour), and
thus robed and dusted set themselves to make conquests,
one of the preachers thus warned his sex against their
allurements: ‘These women are the devil’s‘,rh devil’
mouse-traps; for when a man will bait his mou:e::laps’
mouse-trap he binds thereupon the treacherous )
cheese, and roasteth it, so that it should smell sweetly, and
so entice many a mouse into the trap. Even so do many
of these women: they smear themselves with blaunchet,
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that is the devil’s soap ; and clothe themselves with yellow
clothes, that is the devil’s covert; and afterwards they
look in the mirror, that is the devil’s hiding-place.’
Then zealously adds the preacher, ‘Now, dear men, for
God’s love keep yourselves from the devil’'s mouse-trap.’
Much in these homilies is based upon medieval super-
stitions and legends, but there is the evidence of more
familiar acquaintance with the Scriptures than is often
accredited to the 'preachers of their days. Plain and
practical teaching is given to the man who says, ‘I am
whole and sound, and strong and stalwart; I may yet live
long, and repent in due time.’ Here is an exhortation
that must have appealed to the consciences of some:
Exhortations ¢ Dear brethren and sisters, if we make con-
to fession of one or of two sins, and yet follow
repentance. one, God Almighty will not be well pleased.
The iriest may not shrive thee unless thou wilt entirely
forsake thy sins. How may the physician heal thee
whilst the iron sticketh in thy wound ? Never. Neither
canst thou be shriven sufficiently well to please Almighty
God unless thou forsake all thy sins. Know well that
one sin will mar all the goodness and the alms, and
the amends that thou dost for the other.’ In another
passage connected with shrift and confession this occurs :
‘Dear men, the priest is not able to forgive any man’s
sins, not even his own, but he is ordained between God
Almighty and thee to instruct thee how thou shalt have
forgiveness of thy sins from God.’ Some fencing about
¢ the priest’s power from St. Peter to bind and unbind’
follows, but soon the preacher returns to his point: ‘If
thou sinnest he shall advise, on God’s behalf, how thou
shalt have Christ’s friendship. Assuredly thou needest
ask no more.’ A higher idea of shrift as simply confession
followed by absolution is thus set forth: ¢ What is shrift
but to renounce the devil, be sorry for, repent, and bewail
one’s sins, and have in mind uever more to commit those
sins that he goeth to shrift for ?’ Preaching so direct and
forcible must, though, have been the exception, or such
men as Stephen Langton.and Hugh Grosseteste would
never have given the welcome they did to the Friar
preachers, nor would Wycliffe have felt necessity laid
upon him to send forth his ¢ Poor Priests.’
A few among those of episcopal rank there were
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whose time and energies were devoted to the moral and
spiritual welfare of the Church, rather than

to the discharge of official positions in the Ei‘::l%?ﬂ:’
State. Among these few was Hugo of :
Lincoln, to whom reference has already been made as a
monk of the Carthusian order, and as the trusted friend
and reprover of Henry II. Unlike his cotemporary, the
great Archbishop Thomas, he had little to do with the
affairs of State. A steady upholder of what he believed
to be right, he let neither royal nor ecclesiastical favour
rule him. Deep - religious feeling, combined with a
bluffness of humour and kindliness of spirit, gave Hugo
influence where others would have failed. Fearlessly he
excommunicated the king’s head-forester for |an act of
oppression towards the poor in connection with the game
- laws, and as fearlessly he refused to bestow a prebendary-
ship as the king desired, saying, ¢ Prebendal stalls were
for priests, not courtiers.” The superstitious spirit of the
age, that was always on the look-out for miracles, was
checked by the matter-of-fact words and ways of one
who said that signs and wonders were for unbelievers,
and not for the faithful. Women he treated with a
respect that astonished his clergy. Hugo’s consideration
and pity for the suffering, especially for lepers, his
kindliness towards little children, his fondness for animals
and birds, live in many a curious legend concerning him.
A pet swan, it is said, followed and guarded him like a
dog. To the sons of Henry II, Richard and John, he
was as faithful a friend as to their father. He never
flattered, and the highest and the lowest alike felt he was
a man to be trusted. In Lincolnshire, for some time after
the Reformation, his feast-day, 17th November, was
remembered. It had perhaps fresh interest given to it by
the welcomed accession of Queen Elizabeth on that day,
in the year 1558.

One of the noblest of the Reformers of pre-Reformation
times was another bishop of the same diocese of Lincoln,
Robert Grosseteste. Though not so original Robert
in character as Hugo, he had greater adminis- Grosse:este
trative skill, and was the most learned English- '
man of his time. As fearlessly as Thomas of Canterbu.
he resisted whatever seemed an infringement of the rights
of the Church, but, unlike Becket’s, Grosseteste’s was a life
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of simplicity, purity, and indefatigable disinterestedness.
For nineteen years (1235-53) the administration of his
diocese, then the largest and most populous in the country,
was characterized by a holy rigour. Seven abbots,
four priors, and many unworthy priests, by his episcopal
authority were removed in one year. Prohibitions of the
clergy to ‘haunt taverns, to play at dice, to engage in
drinking bouts, to hire out their services for mass in
noblemen’s halls, among dogs and polecats, dranken
flunkeys and ribald minstrels, throw light on the
Church, and at the same time upon the bishop’s zeal for
a reformed clergy. The importance he attached to their
spiritual functions caused him to forbid their holding
any secular office under the State. Such energy did not
pass without opposition. In malignant passion attemgt
was made upon his life by poison. For six years (1239-
45) Grosseteste was in open conflict with the dean and
chapter of Lincoln, they claiming exemption from epi-
scopal visitation ; but the bishop’s indomitable will pre-
vailed. Innocent IV. upon Grosseteste’s personal appeal
to him at Lyons, decided almost all the points at issue
in favour of the bishop, who, with courage renewed,
lost no time in putting his power into execution. On
another occasion (1250) he was not so successful. To
his mortification, he found the ic;ld of the monks
prevailed with the pope more than the claims for
monasterial reform. ‘O money, money, what canst
thou not do in the court of Rome ?’ was the disappointed
prelate’s exclamation. He found opportunity, however,
1n a vigorous sermon before the pope and his cardinals,
to denounce the abuses of the Papal court.

Resolutely, impartially this noble prelate refused to
admit to benefices all incompetent for office. Regardless
of personal consequences, he braved the pope’s dis-
pleasure b{lrefnsing to admit an Italian priest to a rich
living in his diocese. For this a sentence of suspension
was passed upon him, but with no other effect than that
two years after, when Innocent desired for a boy nephew
of his a canonry at Lincoln, again he was met by the
determined, yet respectful, refusal of the English bishop.
The pope, in his wrath at opposition to his wishes, ex-
claimed : ¢ Who is this old dotard who presumes to judge
our acts ? By St. Peter and St. Paul, if we were not re-
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strained by our generosity, we would make him a warn-
ing to the world !’

Reference has elsewhere been made to the favour with
which Grosseteste regarded the Friars in their early
fervour, and to the encouragement he gave them. His
reputation for learning was as great as his zeal for reform.
The contrast in the estimate of this bold reformer of
abuses at Rome and in England is significant. By his
purity of character, his kindness, his consistent piety he
won men’s hearts, and by his learning their admira-
tion, in spite of the opposition his reforms excited. In
England for centuries he was regarded with veneration
as ‘Saint Robert of Lincoln,” and miracles wers sup-
posed to be wrought at his grave in Lincoln Cathedral.
In Rome the news of his death in the autumn of 1253
was received with joy, and proposals afterwards made
for his canonization were rejected. Rome’s refusal to
canonize this distingnished and honoured prelate is
the truest testimony to his influence in leading the way
for yet greater reforms



PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN ENGLAND
IN PRE-REFORMATION TIMES.

I

Monks.
Benedictines.
Cluniacs.

Cistercians.
Carthusians.

II.
Canons.

Austin, or Black Canons.
Preemonstratensians, or White Canons.
Gilbertines.

III.
Military Orders.

Knights Hospitallers of St. John.
Knights Templars.

IV.
Friars.

Franciscans, Minorites, or Grey Friars.
Dominicans, Jacobins, or Black Friars.
Augustinians, or Austin Friars, or Eremites.
Carmelites, or White Fiiars.

Crutched, or Crossed Friars.
Maturines, or Trinitarian Friars.
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CHAPTER VI.
THE SPIRITUAL AWAKENING.

IN the time of the twelfth century, England was out-
wardly of one faith in religious belief. The only re-
cognised dissentients were the Jews, and they were so few:
in number that at the beginning of Henry IL’s reign it
was possible to maintain a law which forbad their buria]
anywhere save in one cemetery near London. The Papa]
Church was in possession of almost all the rne power of
.~ knowledge, an enormous proportion of the the Papal
- property, and the largest share of the political Church in the
ower in the country. In his strife with the twe;lfth
gﬁurc'HHénty‘prra,ctiqal]y won the victory 7"V
in preserving control over the choice of bishops, and in
effectually resisting the power of an ecclesiastical assembly
to decree laws in England which were not authorized by the
"king. But the power of the Church ‘was seen in a manner
never to be forgotten when the most powerful king in
Europe, not as king of England, but aslord of the Angevin
empire, of which the larger part was south of England,
submitted barefooted, and with no other covering than
his shirt, to be publicly flogged by priests gnd monks in
Canterbury Cathedral amidst wondering onlookers.
Beneath the surface of outward uniformity in religion
NS there was beginpirg to work the leaven of a purer faith.!
N\ bout the year 1169, Foliot, Bishop of London, Foreign
< one of the chief scholars of his time, and Reformersin
Roger, Bishop of Worcester, had brought England.
under their notice a company of Germans, no more than
thirty in number, by trade weavers, who had been dis-
covered actively engaged in disseminating opinions that
in the judgment of the bishops were heretical. Their
success, according to current report, hiad been small:

! In this chapter use has been made of an article pointing out
some curious and little known facts, by the late Rev. T. Davids, in
the British Quarterly, April, 187(')1.3
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they had made but one convert, & woman, who imme-
diately recanted. The arrest of this band of German
weavers was regarded as a matter of sufficient importance
Council at for_the convening of a council of bishops at
Ozfora, Oxford. Inquiries were made as to their
faith. ‘They answered they were Christians,

and that they reverenced the teaching of the apostles.’
They were found sound in the faith, ing. . i

lief concerning the sacrament of baptism, the eucharist, )

" and matrimony; these ‘they answered perversely on.’

»%‘

s

“~

Upon their refusing to retract their opinions, they were
branded on the brow with a red-hot iron, ¢ their garments
cut off as far as the waist, they were publicly beaten,
and with loud lashings were driven out of the city, and
because of the inclemency of the weather, since 1t was
winter, no one offering them the least pity, they miserably
perished.” The fact that shortly after, at the famous
gssize of Clarendon, a law was made that all heretics

- Were to be treated as outlaws, and their houses destroyed,

suggests that this company of German preachers had
influenced more than was at first supposed.

In this company of Germans, condemned, branded,
flogged, and driven out half-naked to perish in the cold,
we see the beginning in this country of the long conflict

.. against the system of the mediwval Church, that was not
to cease till many of like heroic faith had suffered, if it
were possible, a yet sadder fate. The precise doctrinal
opinions held by these early.forerunners of reform it is
difficult to determine, as all the teaching branded by their
antagonists as heretical was not equally deserving of con-
demnation. The charges which come down to us of their
rejection of the sacraments and of marriage may be due in
part to the more scriptural and simpler views which they
held with regard to baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and
that they denied marriage to be a sacrament. The old
chroniclers identify them with the Publicani, or Pauli-
cians, of whose opinions the orpressed and persecuted
Albigenses were substantially, if not wholly, the inheri-
tors; or they may have belonged to the kindred sect
known in Germany as Catharists. Scattered about
Europe at this time were many sects, whose discontent
with the spiritual life of the times found expression, some
in extravagant forms of asceticism, others in mysticism,
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others in socialism. The spirit of reform was in the
air, and its awakening influence was about to be felt in
England.

During the reign of Richard I. some of the early
followers of Peter Waldo came into England, and settled
in Kent, where they were known as Waldenses. Per-
secution followed the Albigenses heqa as elsewhere. In
London one was burnt alive in 1210,’and others suffered

/" 1n different parts of the country. Some ten or
twelve years later, complaints appeared that
‘22 “ heresy had infected somie of the monastic
orders of the day. There were monks who had cast off
¢ the religious habit, and lived just like the laity.” In the
reign of Henry IIL, in the year 1240, a Carthusian monk
was put under arrest at Cambridge who seems to have
held opinions which were substantially scriptural. Six
years after, a writ was issued by the king, addressed to
all the sheriffs of the kingdom, commanding them to
arrest all Friars who had apostatized from their order,
and to commit them to the king’s prison. Foxe, the
martyrologist, publishes a writ of that monarch’s, under
date of 23rd November, 1263, addressed to the Sheriff of
Oxford, requiring him to suppress °¢certain vagrant
persons who call themselves Harloti,” who ‘made their
meetings, assemblies, and unlawful matches against the
honesty of the Church and good manners.” In the reign
dward I.a council was held in London, Councilsin
ich formally condemned certain persons London and
who held doctrines contrary to the Roman Winchelsea.

Heresy in the
monasteries.

Church, especially on the subject of the Liard’s SuppérJ

At Winchelsea a council was held in hen bitter
complaints were made by the clergy that ¢ a great part of
the people had fallen offy from the Articles of Faith which
the Church was bound to hold.” In the beginning of the
next century, conversions appear to have been Conversions
vumerous among the Friars, a succession of among the
writs being issued for the apprehension of Friars.
certain ‘ Friars who had apostatized from their order, and
were wandering through the country clad as laymen.’

It is thus clear that though no sects and divisions of
prominence had appeared in England outside the Papal
Church before Wycliffe’s time, there had been some

awakening of the Reformation .apiwit, which the great
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Oxford Reformer was destined to aid so heroically, and
with such wonderful success. No improbable conjecture
is it that others of the Continental sects besides the
thirty German weavers came over to England, and that
in unobtrusive manner they influenced the thought and
belief of those around them. At all events, there is the
evidence that among persons of humble degree in life,
and amongst the monks and Friars, were those awakened
in some degree to the errors of their time. Before long
though the great leader of reform was to appear.
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- THE GREAT PLAGUE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

During the fourteenth century the terrible visitations of
epidemic disease known as the Black Death made a last-
ing impress upon the social and religious life of England.
Four times within the short space of thirty years the
disease devastated the country. Like most epidemics, it
was much more deadly at first than it was snbsequently.
It is only within recent years, through the researches of
Professor Thorold Rogers and Mr. Seebohm, the far-
reaching consequences of this succession of epidemics
upon the national life have been at all realized. The
terrible disease, starting from China, gradually overran
nearly the whole of Europe. In England, it first entered
the western counties in the summer of 1348. The mor-
tality was enormous. Generally the stricken
perished within a few hours; the strongest Jgfﬁ'ﬁg’ 1
rarely survived the second or third day. In )

Bristol ‘the living were hardly able to bury the dead,
and ‘grass grew several inches high in the High Street
and Broad Street’ ‘In order if possible to arrest its
progress,’ says Mr. Rogers, ‘all intercourse with the
citizens of Bristol was prohibited by the authorities of
the county of Gloucester. The precautions, however, were
taken in vain: the plague extended to Oxford, and
travelling slowly in the same measured way, reached
London by the 1st of November.’” Twice the meeting of
Parliament was prorogued on its account; the second
time sine die. After all the churchyards of London had
been filled, a special burial place was purchased, in which
more than 50,000 corpses were interred. In towns the
courts of justice were closed. In the country cattle
strayed about ownerless, ¢ harvests rotted on the ground,
and fields were left untilled.” In Yorkshire the mortality
was such that no fewer than one-half of the clergy
perished. Throughout the eastern counties the disease
increased alarmingly. Dr. .I;essopp, from a careful study
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Oxford Reformer was destir:stitution books, estimates
with such wonderful sy~ population of East Anglia was
is it that others ack Death.” Horror and sorrow
thirty German wand. In the wattled cottages of the
in unobtrugi>the filthy crowded hovels, in quaintly built
belief gi<ses and stately monasteries—there were the
idefng and the dying, while the churchyards reeked
ith the crowded, newly buried dead. In the November
of 1349 the disease began to abate, and ceased about the
following March. In 1361 and 1362 there was another
outbreak ; a third in 1369; a fourth in the years 1375
and 1376. By these repeated visitations it is estimated
more than half the population of England perished. .

In such an overwhelming series of calamities the
superstitious and religious spirit of the age read the
Effects of the signs of Divine chastisement and the near
Great Plague 8Pproach of the end of all things. Such

upon the sentiments found expression in a small trea-
religious and tise, long erroneously ascribed to Wycliffe,
social life of T)e Last Age of the Church, and in the
the people. oy rious poem, called the Pricke of Conscience,
by Richard Rolle, better known as Richard of Ham-
pole, the hermit poet and preacher of Yorkshire. A
fearful picture of the state of the world, and of the
deaths of the conscience-stricken even in the experience
of good men, and of the torments of condemned souls,
is presented to the reader in bis poem. Dr. Lechler
ascribes the authorship of The Last Age of the Church
to a Franciscan Friar of awakened spiritual sympathies.
With pathos and solemnity, mingled with much super-
stition, the writer mourns the evils of his times, believing
that the prophecies of Scripture, supplemented by those
of the famous Abbot Joachim, pointed to the end of the
fourteenth century as that of the final judgment. The
times were those of spiritual awakening, when in their
terror, as well as in their pain, their thoughts were of
judgment to come.

Another result, not accomplished at once, but even-
tually, was the emancipation of the serfs from the
state of villeinage. The deaths of thousands upon
Emancipa- thousands of the tillers of the soil put the
tion of the landlords and employers of labour into great
serfs. straits for labourers. The free labourers, the
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‘landless men,” wanderers in search of work, seeing
their opportunity, struck for higher wages than they had
had before. And the labour-tenants, the villeins, whose
rent for the plot of land they held was paid in certain
forms of service at certain seasons of the year, seeing
the increased value of their labour, were less inclined to
give as much as they had given before. The villeins,
with the serfs, who had to labour all the year round,
were regarded as much a part of the estate on which
they lived as the cattle or trees. None of these classes
had any voice in the political management of affairs;
they were not allowed to carry arms, even to defend them-
selves. No consideration was there in those days for the
rights of man in the law of supply and demand. To en-
force the service of the labouring classes, the Parliament
of 1349 decreed that any labourer who asked for more
wages than he had before the depopulation occasioned by
the Black Death was to be imprisoned.

Under a bitter sense of grievance, the wage-earning
classes resisted, and being masters of the sitnation,
refused to work except at double or treble wages.
Sterner measures were resorted to, fixing not (onflict be-
only the rate of wages, but the place of tween capital
labour and the price of food. ¢Fugitive andlabour.
labourers,” by .whom, says Mr. Rogers, must be meant
other than serfs, since these could always be reclaimed,
were to be outlawed and branded with the letter F on
the forehead. For more than twenty years this four-
teenth century conflict of capital and labour went on.
One of tlhe few clerical a;llvoc?tes of the rights of the
oppressed peasantry was the often misrepre-
££ted Join Ballg a priest and popll:la.r John Ball.
preacher of the diocese of Norwich. He was excom-
maunicated for his zeal, and persons were forbidden by
Simon Langham, Archbishop of Canterbury, to listen to
Ball's preaching. Of the anti-feudal bias of this ‘crazy
priest of Kent,’ as the courtly Froissart calls him, there
can be no doubt. The levelling spirit of his teaching is
expressed in the old adage ascribed to him—

¢ When Adam delved and Eve span,
Who was then the gentleman?’

There was also a religious element in his teaching that
E. B. E
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made him obnoxious to the ecclesiastics of his time. His
utterances are described in a bill of excommunication by
Simon de Sudbury, Langham’s successor in the primacy
of Canterbury, ‘as scandals against the pope not fit for
any pious ears to hear.’

Notwithstanding the murmurs of the peasant class at
successive harsh and harassing Labour Acts, the burden
of their grievances was increased by the im-

Revolt, Position of the infamous poll-tax. This final

act of oppression occasioned the outburst of
long pent up wrath known as the Peasant Revolt. Thou-
sands of serfs aund villeings rose in rebellion. ¢From
Suffolk, where the most sturdy opposition had been
offered to the first enactment of the Statute of Labourers;
from Norfolk, where the ruffianism of Leg, the collector
of the poll-tax, and his friends had been carried out in
the same manner as in Kent; from Sussex, where the
traditions of common action with Kent and Surrey still
prevailed ; from Hertfordshire, where the struggle had
been specially violent between the abbey of St. Albans
and the neighbouring town; from Cambridgeshire, which
seemed to some extent to share the grievances of Herts;
from Lincolnshire, where the oppressions of the king’s
officers had been specially severe; from Somersetshire,
where the abbots of Glastonbury had struggled to keep
down their serfs; from Yorkshire, where the men of
Beverley had their own grievance against the convent of
Meaux ; Warwickshire and Staffordshire, which were suf-
fering from the lawless inroads of the men of Chester—in
short, from every part of the kingdom where oppression
and violence reigned men came flocking to London to join
the standard of Tyler.’

The madness and excesses of the insurgents, the blood
that was spilt, the fires that were kindled, and not least
the terrible fate of the insurgents, form one of the saddest
of the many sad scenes of the fourteenth century history.
In Canterbury the archbishop’s palace was attacked,
in London the stately palace of John of Gaunt was burnt
down, and the Archbishop of Canterbury, the energetic
, and vigorous Sudbury, and several other high officers of
State, were beheaded as traitors to the interests of the
people. The popular estimate of the monasteries is seen
in the attacks made upon the great abbeys of St. Albans
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and of St. Edmundsbury—an estimate not without dis-
crimination, for though encamped in Smithfield, the mob
laid not a hand on the_plate or money. belonging to the
Priory of St. Bartholomew the Great. T

More through the delusive promises of pardon and the
granting of charters of emancipation than any strategic
action of the Government forces, the insurgent
peasants were dispersed; but with their dis- X
persion passed the panic of the ruling classes.  jeyolt.

The lords and employers of labour no more

liked to lose the forced service of the serfs and villeins
than the slaveholders of America liked to have slavery
abolished. Instead of the promises of the king being -
confirmed, revenge was taken in the death of seven thou-
sand of the mnhappy peasantry, maddened into revolt by
the wrongs of their class. At such terrible cost was eman-
cipation from serfdom gained in England. The battle
for freedom and independence, though seemingly lost, was
yet gained. The feudal landlord had learned a lesson /
which henceforth led to the gradual abolition of serfdom
and villeinage.

In the midst of this century, darkened by the most
terrible_plague which the world ever witnessed, and
troubled by years of social unrest, culminating in open .
rebellion, followed by executions bloody and barbarous,~”
beyond all precedent, lived William Langland, in whose
pages are portrayed all the darker and sterner aspects
of the times, and Geoffrey Chaucer, who, with infinite
grace, and skill, and humour, set forth in bright, un-
fading colours the social and ecclesiastical life in the
midst of which lived and wrought England’s boldest
and greatest Reformer—JouNn WTYCLIFFE.

Suppression
f the



CHAPTER VIIL

THE ENGLAND OF WYCLIFFE'S DAYS.

Ix the troubled years of the second half of the fourteenth
century there lived in London, in Cornhill, with his wife
- Kitte and his danghter Calote,a certain clerk
LYnmi:::l in minor orders. To us he is known as
E8n% William Langland, or Longland. He wore
long robes and had a tonsured head. In spirit he was
independent, in circumstances poor; too proud in spirit he
was to bow to the gay lords and ladies, or to salute the
law serjeants as he passed them in the street. His home
at one time had been among the rural poor of the Malvern
Hills. In London he was eking out a livelihood—in
part by singing placebos and diriges for the souls of the
dead, in part by writing legal documents for the lawyers
at Westminster. With keen satire Langland regarded
the selfishness and corruptions of the rich, with sadness
he contemplated the condition of the poor, battling against
oppression, legislation, hunger, and all the stern realities
and hardships that tried them as gold is tried in the fire.
Yet Langland was no revolutionary, no welcomer of Wat
Tyler, when he marched into London at the head of a
hundred thousand men, no admirer of John Ball, who
hailed him- as a fellow worker in the cause of popular
liberty. ‘lLangland was a loyalist and an orthodox
- Catholic, whose voice, independent of that of the insuar-
gents, and independent of that of the theological Wycliffe,
was raised with such power in the canse of social and
ecclesiastical reform that next to that of Wycliffe none
was greater. -

Langland’s poem, The Vision of William concerning
Langland’s Piers the Plowman, is one of the greatest and
poem, The most original of all our English poems. It is

WZ;:;:”" :fn written in alliterative verse, and divided in-
cerning Pi':r; to twenty portions, each portion being called
the a passus. William, the dreamer, is described

Plowman. as tired out by wandering, sitting down by

b2
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the side of a stream among the Malvern Hills, and
there as ‘he lay and leaned and looked in the water’
he slept, and as he slept he dreamed that he saw a ‘fair
field full of folk,’ of poor and rich, ploughmen toiling
hard in setting and sowing, anchorites and hermits,
minstrels and jesters, ‘ bidders and beggars,” with wallets
well crammed, pilgrims and palmers, some bound for the
shrine of St. James, having leave to lie all their life after,
others of our Lady of Walsingham. Friars of the different
orders, a pardoner, ready to absolve any of breaking their
vows, parsons and parish priests, bishops and also a king,
Richard II., to whom an angel speaks words of advice.
Beside the king, knights and lawyers, burgesses and
bondmen, tradesmen, bakers, hewers, weavers, tailors,
tinkers, and taverners, touting for custom, and labourers
of all kinds, ditchers and delvers, are depicted in bold,
picturesque language. In the midst of this description
18 introduced the story of:the Belling of the Cat, the cat
being none other than John of Gaunt, concerning whom
rumours were current that he aspired to royal dignity,
the rats representing the burgesses, the mice men of lower
degree. These sketches form the graphically written
prologue.

In the first passus a lady lovely of countenance,
the personification of Holy Church, appears, tells the
dreamer how great a treasure is Truth, that Holy Church
Faith without works is dead, and that the way  and
to Heaven lies through Love. In the second Lady Meed.
passus, the dreamer inquires of Holy Church how he
may know Falsehood. He is thereupon shown Lady Meed,
arrayed in scarlet and gold, and adorned with rich jewels,
representing ‘reward in general, and bribery in particular,’
who in the pope’s palace is as familiar a friend as Holy
Church herself. In the third and fourth sections Lady
Meed confesses to a friar, is absolved, and promises in
return, at his suggestion, to glaze the window of his friary.
The king proposes a marriage between Lady Meed and
Conscience, but Conscience objects, exposes the evil
which Corrnption or Bribery had wrou