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PREFACE.

IN writing a history of the Church in Germany, one
encounters several difficulties. Abundance of valuable
and exhaustive works on the ecclesiastical history of
Germany exist, from the dawn of Christianity to the
end of the Carolingian period, but almost none
concerning the subsequent history, till we come to
the Reformation period. Among those that treat of
the early period, I would mention especially Hauck,
* Kirchen-Geschichte Deutschlands.” The first vol.
extends to the death of S. Boniface, published 1887.
The second, in twg parts, unfortunately reached me
too late for consultation. These parts were published
in 1889 and 1890 only, They give the history under
the Carolingians. Another good book on the same
period is Ellendorf, “Die Karolinger,” 1838. For
the history of the Church at the Reformation from the
Roman Catholicside, thereis Riffel,“ Kirchengeschichte
der neuesten Zeit,” 1842; and of course from the
Protestant side there are numbers, more or less good.
But the intermediate period has been sadly over-
@Doked, the reason being that ecclesiastical history
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vi PREFACE.

was so interwoven with political history that the story
of one was actually the story of the other.

The deficiency will eventually be filled by Hauck,
and my great regret is that I have had to undertake
this task without his masterly guidance further than
to the death of S. Boniface.

The difficulty of writing the history of the Church
in Germany during the medi®val period is, as has
been said, the fact that it is almost inextricably inter-
laced with the history of the empire. As the space
accorded me did not allow of a history of Germany,
I have done what appeared to me to be the right
thing to do under the circumstances, that is, I have
indicated the general condition of affairs ecclesiastical,
and then given salient instances illustrative of the
situation.

An English Churchman regards the Reformation
in Germany from his own peculiar standpoint. He
is not in cordial sympathy with a movement which
destroys the very foundations of historic Christianity,
and formulates a-doctrine of free justification, that
exercises a paralysing effect on the conscience ; and
yet he cannot deny that the exasperation caused by
the wrong-doing of the Papacy provoked it, and that
it was inevitable.
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m———

THE object of this series of works is to lay before
English Churchmen unbroken narratives of the chief
events in the history of the National Churches of
Christendom, from the time when they were first
founded, to the present day. Twenty-five years ago
the idea of producing such a series was mooted
by the Rev. John Henry Blunt, the learned editor
of “ The Annotated Book of Common Prayer,” but
the plan was abandoned. It has at length been
revived, and the name of one at least of the authors
who were invited, a quarter of a century ago, to con-
tribute to the proposed series, appears now on our
list of ecclesiastical historians.

It is remarkable that no attempt has hitherto been
made to give a complete history of church life and
work in the various European countries. Not even
in the languages of many of the nations themselves
do we find such histories, and it has been left to
English writers to produce, for the first time, a con-
secutive account of the actual growth, decay, and
revival of Christian faith and practice in many of the
nations of Christendom. There are voluminous works
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of ecclesiastical history, which contain the records of
the progress of Christianity in Europe, but it is a
difficult and perplexing task for the reader to gather
from these scattered records any clear conception of
the consecutive events in the history of any one
branch of the Catholic Church. It is hoped that
these volumes will supply the want of a trustworthy
record of the history of each National Church. Some
of the ablest ecclesiastical writers of the day have
been invited to contribute, and their names are a
guarantee of the accuracy and lasting value of the
works.

It is, perhaps, necessary to explain that the title
of the series is not intended to imply that the Church
in any country, whose history we are considering, is,
at the present time, the community to which the
greater mass of the inhabitants of that country belong.
In some countries the remains of the old National
Church are small and, in the eyes of the world, in-
significant. In the United States of America, where
there are so many sects and divisions, it would be
extremely rash to say that the “ Protestant Episcopal
Church,” although the oldest community of Christians
in the northern part of the New World, was in any
sense the Church of the whole nation. We are
attempting to follow the history of the true Catholic
Church in each country, to trace it$ origin and primal
growth, to notice the gradual development of Papal
power, the internal weakness, the reform movements,
the heresies which arose and caused endless divisions
and confusion, the revivals of truer knowledge and
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purer faith, the severing of some branches of the true
Vine, and all the events which constitute the ab-
sorbingly interesting and varied details in the annals
of each Church.

Perchance as we mark the errors men have made,
and mourn over the divisions, rents, and schisms of
the severed robe of the Church of Christ, we may be
enabled, in some measure, to repair the torn garment
of the Bride. Perchance by the help of the Heavenly
Bridegroom we may be enabled to forge at least one
link of that chain which, we trust, will hereafter bind
together all the Churches of a United Christendom.

THE EDITOR.
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HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
IN GERMANY.

—OP—

I
THE FIRST CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES.

Christianity among the Germans at the end of the 2nd
Century—Claims of certain Churches to have been founded
by Disciples of the Apostles not to be substantiated—The
Population of what is now called Germany in the 2nd
and 3rd Centuries—The Celts on the Moselle, in Bavaria,
Baden, and Wiirtemberg—The Germanic Raceés, where
first found—Alamanni, Burgundians, Marcomanni, Goths, -
Franks—The only flourishing Churches in Noricum and
Rhztia—The Church in Germania I. and I1I.—Christianity
at Tréves—Ausonius—Sidonius Apollinaris—Many cultured
Christians very indifferent — Cologne — Mainz — Metz—
‘Worms—Corruption of Morals in Roman Colonies—Rhatia
—Augsburg—The Martyrdom of S. Afra—Chur—Ratisbon
—Noricum—S. Severinus—The Alamanni overflow Swabia
—The Goths—Their Arianism—Ulfilas.

THE beginnings of the Church in what we now call
Germany are obscure rather than uncertain. We
know that Christianity had found foothold on the
Danube, on the Rhine, and on the Moselle ; but we
have no record as to who brought it there, nor do
we know much as to the fortunes of those Christian

communities that did exist on these rivers.
B



2 HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN GERMANY.

The first notice we have of Christianity among the
Germans is from the pen of Irenzus, Bishop of
Lyons—Bishop among the Celts, as he says of
himself (A.D. 177-202)—who in his treatise against
Heresies, in a beautiful passage in which he compares
the One Faith, spread throughout the world, to the one
sunlight, everywhere diffused by the one solar orb of
heaven, says, “ Though the languages of the world
differ, yet is their tradition one. For the churches
that have been planted in Germany do not believe
or hand down aught different, nor do those in Spain,
in Gaul, in the East, in Libya, &c.” (i. 10, 3).
Tertullian, much about the same time, in his treatise
against the Jews, reckons the Germans among those
who had bowed the neck to the yoke of Christ. This
passage may be merely rhetorical, but such is not the
case with that of Irenzus, who must have had certain
information as to the progress of the Gospel in
Germany. )

We can, however, draw no other conclusion from
his words than that, at such an early period, there was
no more than the rudest beginnings of a church among
the Germans, that the Church had, indeed, extended
beyond the Roman colonists living on their confines,
and that these beginnings were to be found only at
rare intervals.

When Irenzus wrote, he meant no more than that
Christianity in some sort was to be found in the two
Roman provinces of Germania I, or Superior, of
which Moguntiacum (Mainz) was the capital, and
Germania II, or Inferior, of which the capital was
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Colonia Agrippina (Cologne). He certainly did
not mean that it had penetrated into Germanic
Transrhenana, or Barbarica, which was untouched
by Roman civilization.

Tréves, Cologne, Mainz, Metz, etc., claim to have
had their churches founded by emissaries of the
Apostles, Tréves by Maternus, a disciple of S. Peter,
Metz by Clemens and Patiens, disciples of S. Peter
and S. John, Mainz by Crescens, the companion of S.
Paul ; but such claims must be rejected : these founda-
tions belong to ecclesiastical fiction. The earliest
bishop of whom anything authentic is known at
Treves, is Agricius, who died in 332. It is true that
an inscription of the sth century has been discovered,
set up by Cyril, Bishop of Treves, in which he
mentions an oratory there dedicated to SS. Eucharius
and Valerius, whom he believed to have been earlier
bishops of the see; but it does not follow that they
were what he supposed, certainly not that they
belonged to the Apostolic age.

Armobius, who wrote at the beginning of the
4th century, mentions the fact that there were
Christians among the Alamanni. The superscription
of the Book on Synods, which S. Hilary of Poictiers
addressed in A.D. 358 to “Dominis et beatissimis
Fratribus et Coepiscopis Provinciz Germaniz
Prima, et Germanie Secundz, et Primz Belgica,
&c.,” shows us that in the middle of the 4th century
there were organised churches under bishops in these
Roman provinces, probably, if not certainly, at
Cologne, Mainz, and Treves.

B2



4 HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN GERMANY.

Let us now very briefly consider of what the popu-
lation consisted in what is now called Germany.

The whole of the Moselle district was inhabited
by the Belga; Gauls and the Celtic race occupied
Alsatia, the Vosges, the Black Forest, the whole of
modern Switzerland, "and the high table-land of
Upper Bavaria, from the Lech to Passau, which had
the genuine Celtic name of Boiodurum. But the
German races were pressing upon them from north
and east. The Marcomanni occupied the north bank
of the Danube and the basin of Bohemia. The
Alamanni were crushing them together from the
Main ; this was a coalition of several tribes, the
Teucterii and the Usipii. They first appear in
history in the 3rd century. Caracalla fought them
on the Main, A.D. 211, but did not defeat them.
The Burgundians, originally planted on the Baltic,
were sliding south; they were soon well inland
between the Oder and Vistula. In the 3rd century
they were on the Rhine, and there, in 277, the
Emperor Probus defeated them. The Goths were
echeloned along the Sarmatian frontier from the
Baltic to the Black Sea, soon to be sent in wild
fury of fear and rage flying westward and southward
before the Huns. The Lombards, once much further
north, were halting about the Werra and Upper
Weser, pausing before they made their plunge over
the Alps upon Northern Italy. The Franks, unheard
of by name before the middle of the 3rd century,
began their incursions into Gaul when Aurelian was
stationed at Mainz as tribune of the sixth legion.
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The name was new, but not the race. They
comprised all those Germanic tribes that lay along
the middle and lower Rhine. They formed two
great tribes, the Ripuarian and the Salic Franks,
the former on the Rhine, the latter on the Vssel
They comprised all those tribes that were known to
Tacitus as Bructeri, Chamavi, Ampsivarii, Chatti, and
Chatuarii. Carausius, who should have defended the
frontier against their invasion, obtained his own
election as emperor in Britain in 287, and allowed
the Salic Franks unmolested to take possession of the
Batavian islands and the country up to the Scheld.
The Celtic wave, that had rolled over Europe, and
occupied Northern Italy, modern Bavaria, Alsatia
and Gaul, Belgium and Britain, had flowed from the
East up the Danube. It had left its representatives
along the Danube, and when colonies of Roman
soldiers had been planted among them, the Celts, with
that curious aptitude for giving up their own tongue
and taking that of their conquerors, which was after-
wards seen in Gaul, had come to speak Latin. It was
the same elsewhere. They became Romanised, and
as they became Romanised were prepared to accept
Christianity, which came to them with the Roman
colonists in their midst. Of that more presently.
Rhaetia and Noricum had flourishing Christian com-
munities in these provinces, when the Church was
making little way among the Germans on the Rhine.

We shall probably get a tolerable notion of the
condition of the Church in Germania Prima and
Secunda, of which we have no records, if we see what
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it was at Treves. Tréves (Augusta Trevirorum),
since the reign of Augustus had been one of the most
important stations for the defence of the frontier.
It was connected by a main highway with Lyons,
and from it radiated other main roads to Cologne,
Mainz, &c. It was not merely a military post: it
was a great centre of trade. It was adorned with
such splendid palaces, temples, and other public
buildings that it was called the second Rome. After
the division of the empire under Diocletian (A.D. 287),
it became the residence of several emperors. There
may have been Christians in the city at the end of
the 1st century, but we have no evidence to prove it.
It did not begin to decline till the 5th century. There
was certainly a Christian community in it at the close
of the 2nd century, but the first bishop whose name
can at all be fixed was Agricius, who attended the
Council of Arles in A.D. 314. At the beginning of
the 4th century the number of Christians must have
been few, for only a small church fulfilled the require-
ments of the community till A.D. 336. It was not
rebuilt till S. Athanasius was there in exile. No
doubt that, in the reign of Constantine, a considerable
accession of numbers came to the Church; yet when,
in 385, S. Martin came to Tréves, it would appear
from his life by Sulpicius Severus, that one church
still sufficed for the community. It was not till the
beginning of the §th century that a second church
was built. And perhaps it may be allowable to judge
of the quality of the adherents to the Church from
Ausonius, the Christian poet, who was count, quastor,
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prefect, and, in 379, consul. Valentinian I. made him
the tutor to his son Gratian. He was a friend of
S. Paulinus, afterwards Bishop of Nola. He wrote
a poem on the Moselle, and his compositions are
valuable as showing how old ideas and new got melted
together in the mind of a luxurious, easy-going,
indifferent adherent to the new religion that was
favoured by the State. He invokes Janus, speaks of
God’s presence everywhere as an expression allowable
as a poetic exaggeration, and makes the question of
life after death an open one. The emperor was to
him “a visible god,” and yet he talks of the Creator
of the world. Religious expressions were to him
empty rhetorical phrases, It was hardly otherwise
with many cultured Romans who adopted Christianity
as a fashion, and such were not the men to strive to
advance the Gospel among the heathen. Sidonius
Apollinaris, who is even reckoned as a saint, in like
manner mixed up mythological expressions with
Christian phrases; even for an inscription for a
tombstone he used words more suitable to a heathen
than to a Christian. When he became a bishop, he
employed more Christian phraseology, but turned
from the Gothic conquerors with loathing, and with-
out a thought of making an effort to bring them to
the knowledge of the truth.* On sarcophagi, Cupid
and Psyche balance figures of the Good Shepherd ;
and, on a casket in the British Museum, a Christian
inscription is associated with a representation of the

* A charming account of Sidonius Apollinaris is in Hodgkin’s
¢Italy and her Invaders.’
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toilette of Venus. This was inevitable, when men
and women of the upper classes joined the Church
without conviction.

That the Christian Church at Tréves was composed
of Romans only is rendered probable by the fact that
among the Christian inscriptions there discovered,
there is not to be found a single name that belongs
to a German or to a Celt.

What was the case at Tréves was the case else-
where—at Cologne, at Mainz, at Tongern. Such
Christians as were found there were residents come
from elsewhere, and brought their religion with them.

Cologne was held to be the largest city on the
Rhine. Since A.D. 51 it was a colony, and, like
Tréves, a great centre of trade, frequented by
numerous merchants from Italy and Gaul, who there
met the barbarians from the north. The Church of
Cologne pretends to have had as its founder Mater-
nus, who is also claimed by Tréves. The real
Maternus of history was, however, no disciple of
S. Peter, but a Bishop of Colonia Agrippina, who
attended a synod in 313 at Rome held against the
Donatists, and in the following year one held at
Arles. He was succeeded by Euphrates, who assisted
at the Sardican Council (A.D. 343 or 344). Mogun-
tiacum (Mainz) was the mostimportant military station
in Upper Germany ; it was the place of residence of
the Roman Governor, and the head-quarters of the
Legio XXII. Primigenia. The assumption that
Crescens, disciple of S. Paul, founded the Church
there is not older than the 12th or 13th century, and
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is absolutely worthless. No bishop from Mainz
attended the synod of Arles, at which was Maternus
of Cologne ; none took part in the Arian disputes
that then raged, and the first bishop of Mainz whose
name is known to us is Martin, who attended a synod
at Cologne in 346. But the greatest uncertainty
reigns as to the genuineness of the acts of this synod,
in which twelve Gallican bishops are said to have taken
part. If we could accept these acts as genuine, then
we would allow that in the middle of the 4th century
Tongemn, Speyer, Worms, Strasburg, and Augusta
Rauracorum (near Basle) were sees occupied by
bishops. The first bishop of Metz may have been a
Clemens, certainly not the disciple of S. Paul, but
a man of that name who ruled there about A.D. 260.
At the Sardican Council, Victor, Bishop of Metz, was
present.

The first notice we have of a Christian community
at Mainz we owe to the heathen, Ammianus Marcel-
linus, who tells us that the Alamanni took advantage
of the day being Sunday, when most of the citizens
were in church, to make their assault on the town.
This was in A.D. 368. At the beginning of the 5th
century, when the city was taken by the Germans,
S. Jerome informs us that many thousands who had
taken refuge in the church were slaughtered. That
there were Christians at Worms at an early date we
know from inscriptions found there. Moreover, from
the towns Christianity spread along the banks of the
river, as is shown by the number of Christian inscrip-
tions of the 4th and sth centuries that have been
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found at Bingen, Boppard, Riidesheim, &c.* We
can hardly doubt that by the end of the 5th century,
or beginning of the 6th, Christianity prevailed in the
towns, though, as we may gather from a curious poem
on the Rinderpest of the 5th century by Severus
Sanctus Endelechius, the majority of the rustics in
the country remained heathens. No great effort to
convert the pagans in the district about the Moselle
appears to have been made before S. Maximin (A.D.
332-349), who was assisted by his successor in the
see of Tréves, S. Paulinus, and by Castor, Lubentius,
and Quiriacus. Salvian, a native of either Cologne
or Tréves, who became a priest at Marseilles in the
5th century, gives us a terrible picture of the general
demoralisation in the colonial cities; so utter and
radical was it, that he deemed the Gothic invasion to
be God’s scourge on the cultured world, which had
become Christian in name, but had not renounced
heathen vices. '

Now let us turn our eyes to the east—to Rhatia
and Noricum. Rhatia may be said to have extended
from the Upper Rhine to the gates of the Danube at
Passau. Since the end of the 1st century, Vindelicia
had been united with it, and its capital was Augsburg, a
great centre of trafficc. The Vindelicians, on the high
table-land, were Celts ; the Rhaztians, south of them,
in the mountains, were Celts mingled with remnants
of an earlier population akin to the Etruscans.

The Norici, east of these, in the Pusterthal, Pinzgau,

* The German early Christian inscriptions are now in process
of publication by Dr. E, X. Kraus, Herder, Freiburg i. B.
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and Salzburg land were Celts, remnants of that flood
which had overflowed the Alps, and spilt itself into
Northern Italy, forming Gallia Cisalpina. The Celts
had travelled up the Danube, the Germans had swept
along from the east to their north.

Augsburg, at an early date, was a flourishing
Roman colony, and an important mart. In the reign
of Marcus Aurelius (268-270), the highest civil and
military powers were united in the hands of the
Legatus pro pretore, who was stationed at Augsburg,
and by that time both Rhatia and Noricum were
thoroughly Romanised.

That there were Christians at Augsburg, with an
organised Church, is certain from the authentic acts
of S. Afra, who suffered martyrdom there in 304.
These acts are in two parts : those of the martyrdom,
which may be regarded as genuine, and the earlier
part, concerning her conversion, a later and apocry-
phal addition. She and several companions suffered
by fire under the Governor Caius. There must have
been at that date priests in Augsburg, and a bishop,
who is said to have come from Gerona, but who was
probably a regionary bishop, named Narcissus. That
he was Bishop of Augsburg does not appear, and we
have no mention of successors. Nor does the list of
bishops of Augsburg begin earlier than about A.D. 5§90
with a certain Sosymus, after whom the names are
German.

Soon after 297 Rhetia was divided into two pro-
vinces—Rhztia Prima, with Chur (Curia) as its
capital, and Rhztia Secunda, with its capital at



12 HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN GERMANY.

Augsburg. Chur venerates a certain Lucius as its
founder, but his date is uncertain.

At Ratisbon inscriptions have been found of the
latter half of the 3rd century, bearing Christian
symbols. Noricum had early become Latinised ;
under Diocletian it was divided into two provinces—
Noricum Ripense on the Danube, and Noricum
Mediterraneum. It received Christianity from Aqui-
leia and Pannonia. Lorch (Laureacum) on the Enns
was the most important city in Riparian Noricum in
the 2nd century. The first apostle of this district is
said to have been S. Maximilian, a regionary bishop
in the 3rd century; but of him little or nothing is
known. S. Florian suffered a martyr's death by
drowning in the Enns, in A.D. 304. S. Athanasius
testifies to the organisation of the Church in Noricum.*
Later, Lauriacum and Tiburnia are mentioned as
episcopal sees. In Rheatia, in addition to Augsburg,
there was a Christian community and a bishop at
Sabonia (Seben). Emona, the present Laibach, was
the seat of a bishop in the 4th century.

Christianity became the dominant faith in Noricum,
and remained so till the 'great Rugian devastations at
the close of the 5th century, after which only relics of
Christian communities and of a Romance population
remained. '

The precious life of S. Severinus, a contemporary
work, gives us a graphic picture of the condition of
Noricum and its church at this period, when the Roman
power broke down on the Danube and in the Alps.

* Apol. cont. Arian. I ;' Hist. Arian. 28,
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Not only were there churches at Juvavum, the
present Salzburg, but the other towns on the Danube,
Joviacum, Astura, and Commagena, places that
disappeared with the retreat of the Romans,
Castellum Cuculle (Kuchel on the Salzach), Batava
(now Passau), Boiodurum (opposite it), Quintana
(Plattling), and other places. Laureacum had several
churches, Alamanni, Rugii, Heruli troubled ‘the
Roman frontier on north and west; from the east
the Goths threatened, and the Empire was unable
to resist them. The troops on the Danube were
without their pay ; they were even left insufficiently
supplied with weapons. As the barbarian waves
swept onwards, the Latin-speaking population de-
serted the cities with their priests and their sacred
vessels, and sought a refuge in Italy.

The epoch was between 455 and 460. Attila, the
great king of the Huns, was dead, his empire had
brokenup. The whole centre of Europe was in a state
of anarchy and war, when there appeared in Noricum
a stranger ; his speech showed him to be an African
Roman. He had certainly spent some time among
the hermits of the East; he would tell none whence
he came, and what was his family.

“If you take me to be a runaway slave,” said he,
smiling, “get ready money to redeem me when my
master comes to ask me back.”

He settled first at a town which his biographer
calls Casturis; and, lodging with the warden of the
church, lived there a hermit’s life. He ate nothing till
set of sun, except on festivals, went barefoot in the
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deepest snow, and had no other bed than his mantle
cast on the earth. His name was Severinus, and that
was all he would say about himself. He soon
acquired an amazing influence over the population.
Year by year the misery, the poverty in the province
increased, the barbarians carried away captives and
held them to ransom. Severinus boldly undertook to
organise charity on a large scale to relieve the
necessitous, and recover the captives. He persuaded
the people voluntarily to pay tithes, and these tithes
he employed for charitable purposes. The Romance
population revered him as a prophet, even the
heathen and Arian invaders were overawed by his
personality.

Severinus made no disguise of the vastness of the
religious difference that separated him from the
Arian chiefs and princes ; but they respected him for
his holiness and his sincerity. He stood as a
mediator between the invaded and the invaders, and
softened the horrors of war and conquest. He died
before Odoacer, in 488, withdrew the Latin popu-
lation from their cities on the Danube. He had
foreseen that the barbarians must master the country,
and his last request to his disciples was, when the
retreat took place, to carry his bones with them.

Though the bulk of the Romans left the country,
the entire Latinised population did not go. In
church matters there was no alteration. In 591,
Tiburnia was still the seat of a bishop. In Tyrol a
Romance people still remained, speaking a Latin
tongue, thoughout the middle ages. The Church
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and Christianity did not disappear till the Sclavs
swept over Noricum and Rhatia.

After the retreat of the Romans, the Alamanni
spread to the East—the Lech did not always form the
limit of Swabia ; and when this expansion of the
Alamanni took place, by being brought in contact
with the Goths they were in part converted to
Arianism.

Then came the Bavarians—the old Marcomanni—
who left their ancient seat in Bohemia, driven west-
ward by the Sclavs, and they rolled over the high
tableland north of the Tyrolese Alps and the Allgiu.
In all likelihood they were, at the time, Arians.

We must now cast a hasty glance at the Goths.
These, the ancient Getz,* the greatest of the
Teutonic nations, were originally planted in north-
eastern Prussia. In the later years of the 2nd
century they began to move away, and they made
themselves felt, not only along the Danube, but also
on the northern coast of the Euxine ; but it was the
advance of the Huns (A.D. 370) which brought the
Goths finally in an overwhelming wave on the
Roman Empire,

The Ostro or Eastern Goths, who were the first to
encounter the Huns, yielded and became their
subjects. The Wisi or Western Goths, panic-stricken,
obtained leave from the Emperor Valens to cross the
Danube into Mcesia, where a number of their fellow-

* This question has been discussed, and the identity disputed,
but the overwhelming balance of probability is in favour of the
identification. See Ramsay, ¢ The Gothic Handbook,' 1889,
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countrymen had been previously allowed to settle at
a time when, being Christians, they were persecuted,
and had in consequence migrated with their Bishop
Walfila.

The Ostro-Goths, after the defeat of Attila at Chalons
(A.D. 451), revolted and recovered their independence,
and invaded Italy under Theodoric, who had received
a sort of commission from the Emperor Zeno to
recover Italy from Odoacer and the Heruli, and to
govern it under the name of the Emperor. The
Heruli were overpowered, Rome received Theodoric
as a deliverer, and Italy a line of Gothic kings whose
rule extended, with more or less completeness, over a
period of sixty years.

The Goths were Arians. With them in Italy we
have nothing more to do. One word must, however,
be given to Ulfilas, or Walfila, before we dismiss the
Goths.

This remarkable man was born among the Wisi-
Goths, north of the Danube, A.D. 311, and at the age
of twenty-one was sent to Constantinople as one
of a party of hostages. Most likely a Christian
from the first, he there cultivated letters, and was
ordained first lector and then bishop. His people
were still north of the Danube, and he laboured
among them for several years previous to the
migrations into Mcesia. The general rush of the
Wisi-Goths across the Danube followed in A.D. 376,
when acceptance of Christianity was one of the
conditions imposed on them by the Emperor Valens.
Arianism was, at the time, the prevailing faith of the
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Empire, and it was that form of Christianity to which
Ulfilas leaned, according to his own declarations, and
his influence over his people was so great that they
accepted his creed without demur. He died in 381 ;
to him is universally ascribed the Gothic version of
the Scriptures, portions of which still remain and
are the most precious, if not the only monuments of
the tongue that remain to us.*

* See ¢Ulfilas, Apostle of the Goths, together with an

account of the Gothic churches,’ by C. A. A. Scott, Cambridge,
1885 ; also Ramsay, ¢ The Gothic Handbook,’ 1889.
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IL
THE ALAMANNI, BURGUNDIANS AND FRANKS.

The Huns move West—Displace the German Tribes—Goths
—Alamanni—The Agri Decumates occupied—The Bur-
gundians—Occupy Germania I.—Accept Christianity—
Driven South—The Franks—Fall on Gaul—Occupy Batavia
—Chlodovech defeats the Romans at Soissons—Progress of
the Frank Kingdom—Its Division among the Sons of
Chlodovech—Austria, Neustria, and Burgundia.

FROM remote times, in the highlands of the Altai,
had lived the Huns, a wild nomad race, some
belonging to the Mongol stock, others to the great
Turkish stock. The rulers of China in vain sought
to stem the advance of these devastating barbarians,
partly by building a wall against them, partly by
coming to terms with them and paying them tribute.
In the 1st and 2nd centuries of the Christian era
the Chinese succeeded in breaking the abhorred yoke
off their necks, as the Hun empire began to dissolve
through intestine quarrels. Some of the hordes
under Chinese domination submitted to learn the
arts of peace, but the wilder and more vigorous
hordes turned to the west to seek new fields where
to devastate. Their host speedily divided into two
branches.

One settled down on the fertile plains watered by
the Oxus and Jaxartes, before they poured their




THE ALAMANNI, BURGUNDIANS AND FRANKS. 19

waters into the Caspian Sea, and, under the name of
the White Huns, abandoned some of their ferocity,
and assumed milder and more civilized modes of
life. The other continued its wanderings towards
the north-west, and followed their wonted nomad
life on the vast plains of the Volga. In the 4th
century, pressed on from the rear by other races,
excited by the rumours they heard of the wealth of
the west, they mounted their horses, packed up their
tents, and prepared for a new migration. In the
year 375 they swarmed over the Volga, like a flight
of locusts, and fell on the Alani, who were the pos-
sessors of the land between the Volga and the Don.
The Alani, a gallant pastoral race akin in blood to
the Medo-Persians, who worshipped, as their god of
war, a naked sword planted upright in the soil, after
a desperate resistance gave way before the countless
hordes of invaders. One branch fled to the Caucasus,
as to a tower of refuge, but another paused. for awhile
on the borders of the Baltic, where they united with
German races to break into the Roman Empire, and
find for themselves fresh homes in Gaul and Spain.

The Huns, of hideous aspect and barbarous
manner, remorseless in their cruelty, and without the
elements of nobility in their character, filled their
neighbours in the west with terror. United with
such of the Alani as they had forced into submission,
they rolled down on the Ostro-Goths, between the
Don and the Dnieper, and crushed them into sub-
jection. The Wisi-Goths we have already followed
in their flight before them,

C 2
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Other Germanic races were set in motion. There
ensued a general rush westward. But indeed they
had begun to move before the Goths broke in on the
Empire, probably impelled forward by similar causes.
The Alamanni threatening the Romans beyond the
Rhine, had been met, but not defeated, by Caracalla
in 218 at Mainz. Hardly fifty years more, and they
sent their parties of plunderers under the walls of
Ravenna. The Agri Decumates, the high table-
land of the springs of the Danube, and the basin of
the Neckar, fell to them under Gallienus. The Rhine
became the frontier of the Empire ; the achievements
of Julian and Valentinian did not avail further than
to keep them off from the Imperial cities on the left
bank. S. Jerome knew the Rhine as the frontier
stream of the Empire, and so completely forgotten
were the old regions of the Agri Decumates, that
Ausonius was able, without provoking a laugh, to say
that Valentinian, by his campaign against the Ala-
manni, had discovered the sources of the Danube.

Before the Romans withdrew from the Agri De-
cumates Christianity had been planted there, no doubt,
but not firmly, and not a single Christian inscription
of that period has been found in Baden and Wiirtem-
berg. With the withdrawal of the Romans, the feeble
seeds of Christianity expired. The invading Ala-
manni did not come on German inhabitants in this
region. The earlier population had been Celtic ; but
all those who had participated in Roman civilization,
retreated with the legions. The last struggle with
the Alamanni on the German side of the Rhine was

.
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in 378: At the beginning of the 5th century the
Alamanni had crossed the Rhine and taken the left
bank as far as the Vosges. By the second half of
that century they had conquered and occupied all
that part of Switzerland that lies north of the Alps,
and had driven the Helvetii from the sources of the
Rhone. Moreover, they spread eastwards, and occu-
pied a portion of Vindelicia. Here they came in
contact with the strongest rooted plants of Christianity.
It does not appear that they eradicated them. In
Augsburg certainly Christianity lingered on ; so also
did the church of Windisch, and on the Rhine,
Augusta Rauracorum (Augst near Basle), and Chur.

We hear in the §th century of a Christian Alamannic
chief called Gibald; but the mass of the people
remained heathen till much later.

The north-eastern neighbours of the Alamanni were
the Burgundians. Although bitter enemies of the
Roman Empire, they were brought, by their proximity
to the Alamanni, into conflict with them also. The
Alamanni stood in their way, and moreover held the
salt mines, and the trade route by which alone salt
could reach them. In 406 and 407, when the Vandals
and Alani broke into Gaul, the Burgundians associated
themselves with them. They ravaged Gaul with the
utmost ruthlessness till the usurper Constantine
succeeded in checking them. He came to terms with
them, and the Burgundians settled down on Gallic
soil. Their king, Gondicar, in 411 supported Jovinus
in his assumption of the purple, and joined forces
with him when he marched into Southern Gaul.
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When the Burgundians settled along the left bank of
the Rhine, from Mainz to Worms, the Roman em-
perors sought to use them as protectors against the
Alamanni. They held the old province of Germania
Prima, and were brought at once in contact with
well-established and flourishing Christian churches.
Orosius, who wrote his Chronicle very soon after they
had taken possession of the province (413-417),
says, “By God’s providence they became Catholic
Christians, attended to our clergy, lead lives gentle
and peaceful and innocent, and do not treat the
Gauls as subjects, but as Christian brothers.” The
Eastern Burgundians, also a quiet people, occupied
chiefly with hewing timber in their vast forests, but
who had much to suffer from the Huns, determined,
in 430, to become Christians, sent for a Gaulish
bishop, received instruction, and were baptized in a
body. “Since then,” say§ Socrates, “the people are
devoted with warm attachment to Christianity.” The
bishop who instructed and baptized them is believed
to have been Crotoald of Worms.

This was the first German race that passed over
bodily into the Catholic Church, and the conversion
was full of promise, for the Burgundian was a race
like that of the Goths, highly susceptible to culture.
But Providence had ordered otherwise. The German
Church was not to begin its life among the Bur-
gundians. The conversion of the Burgundians
remained without result. The reason was that the
strength of the race was exhausted before it could
unfold. When in 435 the Burgundians attacked the
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province of Belgica Prima, they were overthrown by
Aétius ; the Romans called in the Huns to their aid
against them, and treacherously breaking the peace
concluded with them in the following year, fell on
them and overwhelmed them with that destruction
which has assumed so fantastic and so tragic a form
in the great national epic of the Niebelungen Noth.
The Burgundians now withdrew to other quarters,
and planted themselves on the Rhone, with Lyons
and Vienne as chief cities. For Church history the
Christian realm of the Burgundians on the Rhine is
an episode of importance, only because it assured
continuity to the churches established at Mainz and
Worms till the middle of the gth century.

We come now to the Franks, that race which has
left its indelible stamp on history and in Europe.
The name of the Franks first meets us, as already
said, in the middle of the 3rd century. The Frank
name implies Free-men; it was a proud title under
which many German races combined. They com-
prised those Teutonic groups on the right bank of
the Rhine, some of which had owed a sort of allegiance
to Rome, as included in the vaguely-defined Ger-
mania Transrhenana. It was a loose allegiance,
soon broken when the strength of Rome gave way.
These Germans crossed the Rhine, at first in quest of
booty, and then to occupy more fertile lands than the
sandy and peaty flats of Hanover and Westphalia, and
the rugged hills on the German side of the Rhine.
The Romans fought with the fury of despair.
They massacred all who fell into their hands ; the
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Franks treated their captives taken in war with
humanity. Not so the Romans; they cast them to
the wild beasts in the circus, or armed them to fight
cach other in the arena. The Franks took Batavia
(Holland), then Toxandria (Zealand) and Brabant ; in
A.D. 355 Cologne fell into their hands; it was re-
covered from them, but they again took and occupied
it half a century later. At the opening of the sth
century Andernach was the most northerly station
held by the Romans on the Rhine. A line drawn
thence through Tongern to Arras and Amiens shows
the northern limit of the Empire. In 409 both Arras
and Amiens fell into the hands of the Franks, then
Cambrai. Although Tréves had been four times
attacked by them, it still remained Roman till 475,
when it also fell. Ten years later the youthful
Chlodovech (Clovis) destroyed the last remnants of
a dominion that had lasted in Gaul for five hundred
years. In the battle of Soissons, A.D. 486, fell Sya-
grius, who, under the title of Patrician, had governed
that portion of Gaul that still called itself Roman, the
district north of the Loire ; all south of that river was
included in the realm of the Wisi-Goths and that of
the Burgundians.

As already said, the Franks were divided into two
main stocks, the Salic and the Ripuarian. It was the
Salic that penetrated to the heart of Gaul and
converted it into France; the Ripuarian Franks
remained in the land between the Rhine, Moselle
and Meuse. The Salic Franks came to the fore
under Clovis; but the Ripuarian made themselves
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felt later under the mayors of the palace, the great
Armnulphing family. The first mythic king of the
Salic Franks was Chlodio; the royal race took its
name of Merovingian from his son Merowech.
Chlodovech (Clovis), the grandson of Merowech, after
having defeated and taken the realm north of the
Loire, entered into treaty with the Armoricans
between the Loire and Somme, and obtained their
submission. Then he defeated the Alamanni who
had invaded the territory of the Ripuarian Franks,
and again defeated them in the decisive battle of
Tolbiach (Ziilpich), A.D. 496 ; then he extended his
realm over all the land between the Rhine and the
Vosges, that is, over Alsatia, as well as over the
Alamanni who occupied the old Agri Decumetes, on
the middle Neckar and Main basins, and that part of
his territory thenceforth bore the name of Franconia.
It was not an original seat of the Franks, it was
peopled by the Alamanni; but the conquest of the
Alamanni and the incorporation of their territory
gave to it the designation of Franconia.  Then
Chlodovech crossed the Loire and fell upon the
realm of the Wisi-Goths. By his victory over
Alaric II. at Voullon, near Poictiers, A.D. 507, he
extended his empire to the Pyrenees. By getting
rid of the Salic kings of Amiens and Cambrai, and
of the Ripuarian king Sigebert at Cologne, and his
son, he united all their territories into one great
Frank empire.

Under the four sons of Chlodovech (Theodorich of
Rheims, d. 534; Chlodomer of Orleans, d. 524 ;
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Childebert I. of Paris, d. 559; and Chlothar I. of
Soissons), the realm was divided with regard to
the originally independent districts of the Salic
Franks, the Ripuarian Franks, Armorica, and the
Gauls who had been under West Gothic sovereignty,
so as to make the large towns of Paris, Orleans,
Soissons and Metz the royal capitals of several
races under Frank domination. In 533 the Bur-
gundian kingdom was overcome, the Ostro-Goths gave
up Provence to the Franks, and the whole of Gaul,
with the exception of Septimania, was now Frank. -
Moreover, their sovereignty extended over all
German lands with the exception of Saxony and
Frisia. As Chlothar I, who died in 561, survived
his brothers and their successors, the kingdom was
"again united (559-561) under one sceptre; but
another sub-division took place among his four sons
(Charibert of Paris, d. §67 ; Guntram of Orleans, d.
593 ; Sigebert I. of Metz, d. 575, and Chilperich of
Soissons, d. 584), and after the death of Charibert
three realms were constituted—Austrasia or the East
Franks, with the capital at Metz; Neustria or the
new Franks, with Paris and Soissons as capitals ; and
Burgundy, with the capital at Orleans. Bloody
internecine wars and domestic murders made the
time of these kings one of utter brutality and horror.
A third union of the parts of the realm took place
AD. 613, under Chlothar II. He and his son
Dagobert I. (628-638) brought the Merovingian
kingdom to the summit of its power, but only to
suffer a rapid and complete eclipse.



THE ALAMANNI, BURGUNDIANS AND FRANKS. 27

It has been necessary, very summarily, to give the
history of the Merovingian succession to Dagobert I.
and the divisions of the realm, that the history of
religion in this epoch may be followed with under-
standing, for it is mixed up, not a little, with the
political changes,
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ITL
THE FRANKS AND CHRISTIANITY.

The Condition of the Gallo-Romans under the Franks—The
Character of the Franks—Childerich’s Treatment of the
Church—The Marriage of Chlodovech—His Conversion—
His Conduct after Baptism—The General Consequences of
his Baptism—Law against Heathen Practices—The Rever-
ence of the first Frank Kings for the Bishops—Lavish
Bounty shown to the Church—Loyalty of the Bishops to
the Kings—Causes which tended to enrich the Church—
The Activity of the Church.

IN the Isle of Batavia and in Toxandria the Franks
met with no Christians, or very few; but it was
otherwise when they captured Cologne. The first
letter of Salvian shows us how they behaved towards
the conquered city. They did not expel the Roman
inhabitants, but they deprived them of most of their
possessions. A widow, a kinswoman of Salvian, who
had been in comfortable circumstances, was now
forced to earn her bread by daily toil. Such of
the inhabitants as could, escaped, but the majority
remained. Gregory of Tours names a Severinus as
Bishop of Cologne about this time, and probably he
remained and gathered round him and consoled the
Christians who suffered and continued to reside in
the town. At Tongern, also, the episcopal see
remained occupied without interruption. Gregory of
Tours names Aravatius as the bishop at the time
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when the Huns burst over the Netherlands. Before
them the bishopric was swept down, and ceased to
exist. In Tournai, Arras; and Cambrai all traces of
Christianity disappeared before the Franks. But
as they spread further, their dealings with the
Romanised inhabitants became more forbearing.
Tréves was treated with more consideration than
Cologne. The bishops entered into communication
with the Frankish chiefs: they were men to inspire
respect, and the rude Germans had ever in them a
reverence for what is noble and good. They neither
maltreated the clergy nor destroyed the churches.
The Franks not only revered the bishops, but they
were influenced by Roman civilization, by the
magnificent buildings, by the objects of art, by
the general superiority in manner and knowledge
and intelligence that they encountered in Romanised
Gaul. They began to feel ashamed of their barbarism.
Though a strong people, they had that innate modesty
which is the accompaniment of true greatness. They
acknowledged their own deficiencies, and were ready
to learn at the feet of those they had conquered. The
instance of the younger Arbogast is instructive ; he
was probably. grandson of Count Arbogast. His
father was a heathen chieftain in Tréves; but he
himself submitted to become a Christian, and strove
to acquire the Roman language and Roman culture.
He entered into correspondence with Sidonius
Apollinaris and Auspicius of Toul, who flattered
him with praise at his success in acquiring the art
of Latin composition.



30 HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN GERMANY.

A parallel to the relation of Arbogast to the Church
is that assumed by King Childerich. He never
became a Christian, but his behaviour to Christian
bishops and saints was invariably respectful. He
made donations of lands to the Church; he was
courteous and even kind to S. Genoveva of Paris.
He entered into confederacy with the Romans to
fight the Arian Goths and the heathen Saxons. The
Frank nobles did not embrace Christianity ; they held
aloof in pride, but they respected it. The little court
at Tournai was wholly Frank; but when, under
Chlodovech, the kingdom expanded vastly, and the
population under his authority was made up of three-
parts Romanised Gauls and one part heathen Franks
—the latter barbarous, the former highly civilized—the
question was no longer whether the Franks would
become Christians, but when the conversion should
take place. The conquering race turned its eyes on
the sovereign and waited the signal he would give.

Whilst prosecuting his course of war and conquest
in Belgica Prima, Chlodovech heard of the fame of
Chrodechild,* niece of Gundebald, King of Burgundy.
She was a Christian and a Catholic. He resolved
to marry her. Her father, Chilperich, and her two
brothers had been put to death by Gundebald, who
had also caused her mother to be thrown into the
Rhone with a stone round her neck and drowned.
That Chlodovech had a political end in view in marry-
ing Chrodecbild is hardly to be doubted. He was a
man with foresight, and he had set before him the

* In French, S. Clothilde.
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scheme of uniting all Gaul under his sceptre. By his
union with the niece of the murderer, he had ready at
hand, whenever he chose to use it, an occasion of
quarrel with Gundebald, and an excuse for falling
upon and annexing Burgundy.

It was, moreover, to the interest of Chlodovech to
stand well with the Church. It was not indeed
possible for him to prevent the plunder of churches
when cities were carried by storm, but he spared
them as far as he might. An instance will suffice,
At the taking of a certain city several costly vessels
were carried away from the church, The bishop
appealed to the king. His royal authority did not
extend so far as to enable him to order its prompt
restoration, but at the division of the plunder, which
took place at Soissons, he asked for one of the costliest
Church vessels to be given him as his share. At his
demand, one surly Frank replied, “ Thou shalt have
naught but what falls to thee by lot, according to
ancient custom,” and he struck the vessel with his
battle-axe. The king, however, received the chalice
and restored it to the bishop, and took no notice of
the affront. A year after, at a parade, he summoned
all to show their arms., Having passed in review all
other warriors, he came to him who had struck the
vase. “None,” said he, “hath brought his weapons
so ill-kept,” and wresting from him his axe, he cast it
on the ground. The man stooped to pick it up, when
the king smote him to the earth with his own battle-
axe, cleaving his skull, with the taunt, “Thus didst
thou to the chalice at Soissons.”
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Chlodovech suffered both his firstborn and his next
son to be baptized. He was perhaps still uncertain
whether to embrace Christianity himself, but he was
willing that his sons should reign as Christian kings
after him. The urgency and example of his wife,
however, prevailed over his hesitation, and he
announced to S. Remigius, Bishop of Rheims, his
readiness to be baptized. A striking incident is told
to account for the conversion of the Frank king. It
is said that in a desperate battle with the Alamanni,
when fortune inclined against him, he made a vow to
Christ to become His pupil should he win the day.
The vow was heard, and the tide of battle turned.
There may possibly be something in the story, but it
is unnecessary. All the motives for determining
Chlodovech’s conversion were at hand. His wife
certainly exercised extraordinary influence over him,
and there was clear indication in which direction his
policy pointed. His baptism was, indeed, dictated
by policy, hardly by more than a rude conviction
that the God of the Christians was the best God for
the Franks,

It is not always the case that a contemporary has
the faculty of seeing and rightly measuring the
importance of the events that take place in his time.
But S. Avitus of Vienne was gifted with this excep-
tional faculty. He sent a letter of congratulation to
the Frank king on his baptism, which is remarkable
for the penetration with which the bishop saw into the
future, and saw what would follow on this conversion.
That it would lead to the triumph of Christianity over
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heathenism among the Franks, of Catholicism over
Arian heresy, was indeed obvious ; but almost with
the foresight of a prophet did Avitus declare that
now the Frank king stood opposed to the Greek
Emperor, face to face, as ruler of the West, that he
was the inheritor of the great legacy of the Western
Empire of Rome. Nor was that all ; he saw in Chlo-
dovech’s baptism the earnest of the evangelization of
Germany, and the union of all the Germanic races
under one sceptre. At every point has history ful-
filled the prophecy of the Bishop of Vienne.

The baptism of Chlodovech was followed by the
wholesale conversion of the Franks. No compulsion
was used to bring the heathen into the Church. As
a heathen, Chlodovech had treated the Church with
forbearance ; he was equally tolerant to heathenism
when he was a Christian. But his example worked,
and thousands of noble Franks crowded to the water
of regeneration. Gregory of Tours reckons the
Franks as Christians after the baptism of their king,
which took place at Christmas, A.D. 496.

His. conversion made no alteration in the policy
and conduct of Chlodovech; he remained the same
mixture of cunning and audacity, of cruelty and
sensuality, that he was before. His new religion
restrained him from no crimes ; he stirred up the son
of a kinsman and confederate, Sigebert of Cologne,
to murder his father, in order that he might himself
be the better able to destroy the parricidal son.
Though a Christian, he bought with false coin the
treachery of the servants of Ragnachar of Cambrai

D
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against their legitimate lord and master, and though
a Christian he slew his own kinsmen, Ragnachar and
Richar, with his own hand.

But, though his baptism was to him of no moral
import, its consequences were wide spreading. When
Gregory of Tours compares the conversion of Chlo-
dovech with that of Constantine the Great, he was
fully in the right. Constantine’s conversion pro-
claimed the end of a long and desperate conflict
between the Roman State and Christianity, and the
initiation of a new era in the development of man-
kind under the influences of the new ideas introduced
by the Gospel. And the baptism of Chlodovech
declared to the world that the new blood being poured
into the veins of the old and expiring civilization,
had been quickened by the same elements, and would
unite with the old in the new development. Not so
only. The Church to which Constantine extended
protection was a Church within the confines of the
Empire. The conversion of Chlodovech proclaimed
that it had burst through those confines and had gone
forth to conquer entire humanity. There was some-
thing present in Christianity acknowledged by the
Frank king, a force he felt and submitted to, the
import of which he was far from conceiving. He saw
the strength of the Church, but that the Church would
be an imperium in imperio, a force independent of the
State, one that might obstruct it in its course, was
what Chlodovech did not, indeed could not, conjecture.

That many of those who were baptized carried with
them into their new Christianity their old heathen
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superstitions as well as their barbarism is certain ;
and the times were not those in which the growth of
the great Christian graces was encouraged ; the germs,
however, of a new life were laid.

About sixty years after the baptism of Chlodovech,
his son Childebert I., who reigned in Paris, issued an
order, in which, after proclaiming his belief that the
general conversion of his people to Christianity was
essential to their welfare, he declared that, as the
unaided efforts of his bishops seemed unequal to the
task, it became necessary for him to use his authority
as king to further the good cause. He therefore
threatened with his anger and with chastisement all
such owners of land as suffered idols to remain on
their ground, and he forbade the performance of all
heathen rites of any kind. This constitution was the
first attempt to interfere with liberty of conscience;
it shows, not only that the royal power had gained
since the time of Chlodovech, but also that Christianity
was regarded as the true and lawful religion of the
realm, Unquestionably Childebert issued this: con-
stitution with the sanction of the bishops, with whom
he associated often and intimately. When Childebert
died in 558, the entire realm was united under the
sceptre of his brother Chlothachar I. This prince
stood to the Church in a very different relation to that
occupied by Childebert, and he looked with jealousy
and suspicion on the power and wealth acquired by
the bishops, The bishoprics founded in the time of
the Roman Empire continued to exist. Tréves, and
probably also Cologne, were metropolitan sees ; a see

D 2
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was founded at Maestricht, in place of that which had
been destroyed at Tongern. No new see was, how-
ever, planted on the right bank of the Rhine, for
indeed heathenism reigned there undisturbed till the
close of the 6th century.

The respect, the admiration which the sons of
Chlodovech and their successors felt for the Church,
made them lavish many favours on it. Childebert
gave to it extensive domains, the spoil of war, and
large gifts in money. Even Chlothachar, in spite of
his jealousy, followed the conduct of the others, and
made grants to churches. Theudebert I. was lavish
in his bounty ; his sister Theudechild built numerous
churches at her own cost. The wealth of the Church
grew so great that Chilperich, the grandson of Chlodo-
vech, complained that the treasury was impoverished,
asiall riches flowed into the Church. This was an
exaggeration, but it was nevertheless true that not
kings only, but nobles gave estates and money to
enrich benefices. Gregory of Tours tells us of a
Duke Chrodinus who in generosity could hardly be
surpassed ; after he had cultivated barren wastes,
planted vineyards, and built houses, he made over
whole manors thus enriched to such bishops as had
sees poorly endowed.

This was the conduct of one man. What he did
largely, others did in a smaller degree, Many gave
estates in their lifetime nothers bequeathed them in
their wills. Men of large properties who died without
heirs, made over all their possessions to the Church';
they made Christ, as they said, their heir. Whereas
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kings and nobles wastefully gave away their lands,
the bishops took the utmost pains to safeguard the
estates thus acquired ; they collected and treasured
the deeds of grant, they cultivated and encouraged
the development of their estates, they even went so
far as to become manufacturers on their lands. At
Strassburg a number of tiles have been found stamped,
“These I, Arbogastes, Bishop, made.” Thisis S. Arbo-
gast, whose date is 630. The exuberant liberality
of the newly converted Franks testifies at all events
to one thing—the great and continued veneration in
which the bishops were held. They must have been
men of high culture and saintly lives, or there would
not have been this enthusiasm in lavishing gifts upon
them. These bishops readily accepted the grants
made them, for, in the first place, the serfs living on
the lands thus acquired were certain of protection
against violence, and in the next place they believed
that, with such jmeans at command, they would be
better able to erect stately churches and to advance the
Kingdom of God. If they were mistaken, it was not
their fault ; they could not foresee what ina few years
would be the dire consequences of this enrichment.
The kings of the Franks acknowledged the moral
authority of the great and good men who occupied
the episcopal thrones ; they never wearied of showing
them honour ; they delighted in bringing themselves
into spiritual relationships with them, by making them
godfathers to their children. They retained them
in their courts, consulted them, and entrusted them
with political missions. The bishops were given a sort
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of supervision over the administration of justice, and
in the courts of justice occupied the place of supreme
honour. Nothing that the bishops in the early Frank
kingdom did was likely to arouse suspicion in the
minds of the kings that the power they were en-
couraging might become dangerous to the Crown.
The bishops never forgot that they were subjects.
The behaviour of S. Remigius towards Chlodovech is
an _instance. The most loyal subject could not have
behaved with greater obedience at the call of his
sovereign than did this powerful and independent-
minded prelate. When the king asked him to give a
bishopric to a man he recommended, Remigius at once
complied. When the wish of Chlodovech and an ec-
clesiastical prescription clashed, he obeyed the former.
His conduct called down on him the rebuke of Bishops
Leo of Sens, Heraclius of Paris, and Theodosius of
Auxerre ; but he was not alone in his dutiful obedience
to the Crown. Most bishops followed his example.
The king and the bishops stood to each other as two
powers, each of which saw its own importance, but
each equally recognised that of the other.

The ecclesiastical estates paid taxes to the State ;
the retainers of the Church were bound to bear arms
as well as those of secular nobles.

As we have already said, throughout the epoch
when the Franks came over to Christianity, the dona-
tions of lands to the Church were very great. These
territories became better tilled, more populous and
prosperous than others. They were less subject to
suffer through the devastations of war. The tenants
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were not overburdened with charges. Numbers of
freed men came on to Church land and settled there ;
moreover numbers of free landholders, to obtain the
protection that they saw was accorded to Church
property, made over voluntarily their estates to the
Church, doing homage, or doing some feudal service
for them in exchange for that protection.

How active, how zealous, the prelates were in that
period we may judge from the fact that we know of
thirty synods held in the Frank realm, between the
first synod of Orleans in the year of the death of
Chlodovech, A.D. 511, and the synod of Paris in 614.



40 HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN GERMANY.

IV.

THE FALL OF THE FRANK CHURCH.

Royal Interference in the Affairs of the Church—The Kings

appoint Bishops—The Bishops protest—But in vain—The
Importance and Wealth of the Sees made them to be
coveted by the Nobles—The Conversion of the Alamanni
—S. Columbanus and S. Gall—-The Bavarians—First
Missionaries among them—The Thuringians—Clergy
under no Episcopal Supervision—The Irish Missions—
Founding of Luxeuil—Influence of Luxeuil in the East—S.
Kilian of Wiirzburg—The Irish Missionaries failed to
effect much—Their Lack of Organising Power—Social
Transformation in the Frank Monarchy—Rise of the great
Feudal Lords—Degradation of the Freemen—After the
Death of Dagobert I, the great Vassals strive for Supreme
Power—The Bishoprics and Abbeys given to Partisans—
Pippin of Heristal—Charles Martell—Degradation and
Demoralisation of the Church complete,

THE seeds of evil were present from the very first.
The bishops saw them and desired to cast them
forth; but their efforts were unavailing. Uninten-

tionally, without for an instant suspecting it, they

took a course certain to foster their growth, to the

almost certain ruin of the Church.

The evil was this—the interference of the Frank
kings in Church matters. Chrodechild—the saintly
Clothilde as she is usually called—saw nothing
outrageous in nominating two bishops banished from
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Burgundy to be simultaneously Bishops of Tours.
This was an unheard-of innovation, an affront to the
ecclesiastical view of the relations in which a bishop
stood to his see. The sons of Chlodovech paid quite
as little regard to ecclesiastical right. Theuderich I.
gave away bishoprics to whom he would. His
brothers did likewise. It was believed that in many
cases the nomination was bought of the kings with
~ heavy coin. In vain did the Council of Orleans in
535 condemn simony. Simony flourished under
lawless kings. They appointed laymen to the
churches, This the third Council of Orleans, in 538,
also condemned, but it was powerless to enforce its
condemnation. Synod after synod protested that the
right of nomination to a vacant see was in the hands
of the widowed diocese. The kings disregarded the
canons of these councils, and sent their own creatures
to occupy the empty thrones, regardless of the rights
of the see. Finally, in 549, the fifth Council of
Orleans sought to effect a compromise. It upheld
the right of free election, but gave the right of
confirmation of an election to the king. The 8th
canon of the Council of Paris was a bold assertion of
the rights of the Church (A.D. 557). It forbade the
reception in a see of any bishop who was not elected
by the clergy and people conjointly ; it forbade his
enthronisation at the order of the sovereign; it
required not merely the election by the diocese, but
the confirmation by the metropolitan and the com-
provincials. It enjoined that if any bishops were
appointed by the king alone, the comprovincial
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bishops were not to receive him, under pain of
excommunication. But Chlothachar I. was not the
man to regard with respect the canons of a synod.
Since 555 he ruled in the kingdom of Theudebald
as well as in his own, and on the death of Childebert
was sole sovereign over the whole Frank kingdom.
As long as he lived the decrees of Orleans and Paris
remained dead letters. But matters altered under
his sons. Guntchram of Orleans (d. 592) boasted
that he had never sold a bishopric, nor given one to a
layman, and the canon of Orleans, 549, was fairly
observed during his reign both in his realm and in
that of Soissons, which he governed during the
minority of his nephew. His elder brother, Sige-
bert, was, in his fashion, pious, yet he nominated to
bishoprics without regard to the rights of election
possessed by the diocese, and he at his own caprice
divided Chiteaudun from the diocese of Chartres, and
erected it into a separate see. The bishop, Pappolus,
and the 4th Council of Paris, remonstrated ; but
their remonstrances were disregarded. In 576
Sigebert was murdered, his son Childebert II. was
but a boy of six, and the power fell into the hands of
his widow, Brunichild. Then it became the rule to
sell the bishopric to the highest bidder, and to
nominate laymen to the episcopal thrones. Chilperich
of Soissons was a man of some talent and scholar-
ship ; he appointed to every see that fell vacant, and
usually appointed a layman. To prevent the protest
of councils, he did not suffer them to meet; in 584
Chilperich was murdered, and his successor, Chlotha-
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char I1. was not a yearold. Guntchram acted as regent.
Childebert II. died in 593, after having united three
years previously his uncle’s realm with his own
of Austrasia. His two sons Theudebert and
Theuderich, children of ten and eight, divided the
realm between them under the regency of Brunichild.
Then ensued disturbances; in 599 Brunichild was
flying. One day, when on foot and in rags, she
encountered a beggar as squalid as herself. She
asked him to accompany her to her nephew
Theuderich. He did so. Theuderich received his
aunt, and Brunichild rewarded the beggar for his
services by giving him a bishopric.

It has been said that the bishops of the Frank
kingdom saw the evil and strove to remedy it; but
did so in the wrong way. They fought against it in
council, but it did not occur to them to cut away the
occasion for the royal interference by making the sees
not worth having. The bishoprics had become so
important through their territorial possessions, and
the number of retainers living on them, that the
nobles, the favourites about the court, had their greed
excited, asked for, and obtained these ecclesiastical
principalities. They asked for them because they
desired wealth and power, and were supremely
indifferent to the sacred obligations that the tenure of
a diocese imposed on them. By degrees, the Church
came to be filled with prelates living disorderly lives,
reckless of their spiritual obligations, loving war, and
ambitious of extending their power.

Nevertheless, the Frank Church possessed men of
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apostolic virtue and devotion to the cause of Christ.
Such were Arnulf of Metz (d. 640); Eligius of
Noyon (d.658); Audcenus of Rouen (d. 683); Amandus
of Maestricht (d. circ. 661); Sulpicius of Bourges
(d. 644) ; Desiderius of Cahors (d. 660); Wolfram of
Sens (d. 695) ; and many others.

We must now see what was going on beyond the
Rhine, where the heathen Alamanni had swept over
ancient churches, which were left, if not dead, yet
with only a flicker of life in them. Agathias, the
Byzantine historian who wrote about A.D. 5§75,
described the Alamanni as heathens worshipping
trees and offering horses in sacrifice to their gods. At
the beginning of the 7th century paganism was general
in Austrasia. S. Columbanus, an Irish abbot, was
driven from the monastery of Luxeuil by the ferocious
Brunichild ; he came to Theudebert II. at Metz in
A.D. 610, desiring leave to cross his territories on his
way into Italy. Theudebert dissuaded him from his
purpose, told him that the Alamanni were heathens,
and urged him to attempt their conversion. After
sixty years of labour devoted to a struggle against
lawless kings and nations already Christian, he began
the second phase of his life—that of preaching to the
Pagans. He embarked on the Rhine, and ascending
the river and its tributary as far as the Lake of Ziirich,
halted a while at Tuggen, then went to Arbon on the
Lake of Constance, and finally established himself at
the head of that lake at Bregenz, amid the ruins of
an ancient Roman town. His principal assistant was
another Irishman, named Gall, who was not less
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daring than himself. In announcing the Gospel to
the heathen, Columbanus exhibited all that impetuosity
of temper which belonged to his nationality, and which
age had not altered. He broke the boilers in which the
pagans prepared beer to offer to Woden, he burned
their temples, and threw their gilded idols into the
lake. Such proceedings naturally excited against him
the fury of the natives, and he was compelled to fly.
Then he heard (A.D. 612) of the defeat and death of
King Theudebert, and he resolved to abandon his
mission and end his days in peace in Italy. Not so
his companion Gall, who remained on, founded a
settlement where now stands the monastery that bears
his name ; he became the apostle of the Alamanni
round about, and the spiritual father of other men of
missionary spirit who carried on the work he had
begun.

Two other labourers in the same field deserve
mention, Fridolin, the founder of the monastery of
Sickingen on the Rhine between Schafthausen and
Basle, and Trudpert, who carried the lamp of the
Gospel into the valleys of the Black Forest.

Somewhat later, under Charles Martell, Perminus, a
stranger in episcopal orders, founded, A.D. 724, the
Abbey of Reichenau on an island in the Rhine below
Constance, and then retired into the Vosges. Little
is known of him, but one work that he wrote has been
preserved, in atrocious Latin, but of curious interest
as giving us a picture of the superstitious rites against
which the clergy had to struggle among the Alamanni
who were already Christians in name,
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The Bavarians were the old Marcomanni, who had
left their seats in Bohemia, and had occupied the high
tableland at the foot of the Alps. They were already
in part Christians—Arians, when they took up their
new positions. A Catholic family, probably Frank,
the Agilulfings, obtained the Dukedom of Bavaria.
Theodelinda, queen of the Lombards, who worked so
zealously and so well at the conversion of her
husband’s people to the Church, was a daughter of
this house.

On the death of Dagobert (A.D. 638), the tie that
bound Bavaria to the Frank realm was relaxed, and
the Agilulfings asserted their independence. The
first Duke of Bavaria who can be fixed historically
was Garibald, in the second half of the 6th century.
He was married to Wildehad, widow of the Frank
King Theudebald, and their daughter was Theode-
linda (Theudelinde).

The first missionaries from the West who worked
among the Bavarians were Eustasius, abbot of
Luxeuil (d. 625), and Agilus from Bobbio (d. 635),
both pupils of S. Columbanus. They were commis-
sioned at the Diet of Bonnelles (615-616), by Clotha-
char II. and the there assembled bishops, to go
among “the Boji, now called Bavocarii,” and “an-
nounce Christ to those still heathen,” and direct unto
the truth those lost in error, 7e, in Arianism. S.
Amandus also, afterwards (649), Bishop of Maestricht,
banished by Dagobert in 630, preached among the
Bavarians as he passed through on his way to the
Sclaves. Inthe middle of the 7th century S. Emmeran,
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a regionary bishop from Poictiers, came in 649 to
Ratisbon, and was detained by Duke Theodo I., who
entreated him to stay in the land, and work for the
enlightenment of his people. He, however, remained
there only three years, and can have effected but little,
Rupert, related to the Merovingian royal house, was
Bishop of Worms, and was invited into Bavaria by
Duke Theodo ; he worked long there as a missionary.
He baptized the duke and many of the nobles, and
founded a bishop’s see at Salzburg, Juvavium, where
lingered on a Christian Romance speaking people.
There also he built the church of S. Peter, and
founded a nunnery, which he placed under the
guidance of his niece Ehrentrud. He consecrated
Vitalis to be his successor, The exact period of the
labours of S. Rupert is undecided ; some authorities
have placed it as early as between 580 and 620, but
it was almost certainly as late as 696-715.

Lorch alone remained as the seat of a bishop from
former times. The see was removed about 731 to
Passau, owing to the inroads of the Sclavic Avars on
the Danube, below Linz. In 716 the old Duke Theodo
went to Rome, full of longing to see the holy sites,
but also to obtain some advantage for his people. At
his petition Gregory II. sent three legates into Bavaria,
Bishop Martinian, a priest, and a subdeacon, with in-
struction to regulate church matters there ; but as the
duke died in the following year, nothing was done,
and the legates probably returned, finding Theodo’s
son Grimoald opposed to their designs.

The condition of the Church in Bavaria at the
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beginning of the 8th century was in as great confusion
as at the beginning of the 7th century. There were
no fixed episcopal thrones, with their dioceses deter-
mined ; those bishops who are named were strangers
who had been ordained elsewhere, and were without
jurisdiction. They lived as abbots with those who
associated themselves to them as monks. Priests
there were in the land, some Arian, some Catholic ;
it was doubtful where, when, and by whom they
had been ordained. They were without theological
teaching, hardly understood the Latin tongue, except
when they were taken from among the old Roman
population, and in the sacred functions employed the
vernacular. If ecclesiastical reform was needed any-
where, it was in Bavaria.

We will now turn our eyes to Thuringia.

The Thuringian kingdom came to an end in the
battle on the Unstrut (530), when Theuderich I. and
Chlothachar I. defeated Hermenefrid. Theuderich
united Thuringia to his kingdom, and it remained a
portion of the Austrasian kingdom in the time of
Dagobert. The dukes appointed by the Frank kings
were not always Christians. No efforts seem to have
been made by the Frank Church for the conversion
of the Thuringians. The confusion, the struggle, that
went on at home held the bishops from missionary
enterprise. But the Franks who settled in Thu-
ringia, especially along the Main, were Christians.
Duke Radulf in the time of Dagobert became a
Christian. The work done among the Thuringians
was done by an Irish missionary, Kilian, at Wiirz-
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burg; he and two companions suffered martyrdom
there (688).

The picture we obtain of the ecclesiastical condition
of Thuringia at the beginning of the 8th century is as
cheerless as elsewhere in Germany ; the clergy were
under no control, ignorant and licentious. Priests
baptized without asking for the Creed to be recited ;
some were ready at will to perform a Christian
function or offer a heathen sacrifice. Baptism was
regarded merely asa charm, and was administered
even by heathens. The common people mingled a
little Christian knowledge with much heathenish
superstition, and had no idea whatever of the require-
ments of the Gospel as to the conduct of their lives.
Here and there, unquestionably, there were devout
and earnest priests; but the Church was entirely
without organization, the clergy absolutely without
supervision.

A word must now be said relative to the Irish
missions.

Ireland, in which no pro-consul ever set foot, was
the only place in the world where the Gospel conquered
without resistance and effusion of blood. The first
enthusiasm of faith, which elsewhere swept the be-
lievers to martyrdom, in Ireland drove the neophites
into monasteries, and S. Patrick rejoiced to see the
sons and daughters of the chiefs adopt the eremitical
life in such numbers that he could not count them.
The West had never seen anything like those great
foundations, true monastic capitals, of Banchor, Clon-
fert, and Clonard, in each of which were assembled

E
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over three thousand monks. But the enthusiasm of the
Irish Christians could not be quenched in the retreats
of these monastic institutions. They were seized
with a passion for missionary work. In dreams and
ecstasies they saw the heathen Germans calling to
them to come over and help them, and the sea open
to make a way for them in answer to this call. They
left Ireland in shoals; they carried the light of the
Gospel into Scotland, to Northumbria to Neustria, to
Flanders. When, later, the Norsemen landed in Ice-
land, they found Irish hermits there, gone there to
find men to convert, before the island had got in-
habitants, These missionaries penetrated the forests
of Germany, climbed the Alps, entered Italy and Spain.
Christianity in Ireland was wholly monastic. In
every abbey were many bishops, and the abbot ruled
the community as abbot, and the diocese as bishop.
Jurisdiction was in abbatial not episcopal hands, and
the bishops were confined to the functionjof conferring
orders. .

In 590, S. Columbanus, who issued from Banchor,
appeared at the Court of Guntchram, attended by
twelve disciples, and asked leave to settle in his land.
The king gave his consent, and Columbanus founded
the three monasteries of Anegrai, Luxeuil and Fon-
taine among the Vosges, on the ruins of old Roman
settlements, devastated by the incursions of the
Alamanni. Driven from Luxeuil by Brunichild, he
went into Austrasia and preached at the head of the
Lake of Constance, as we have already seen. But
Luxeuil remained ; and thence in the 7th century
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issued the reformers of the Austrasian clergy, Rag-
nachar of Basle, Cagnoald of Laon, Achar of Noyon,
Audomar (Omer) of Thérouanne; then the Frank
Romaric, who built Remiremont; Theudefrid, first
abbot of Corbie; the Irishman Dichuill, honoured under
the name of S. Dié¢; the Aquitanian Remacle, who,
after having ruled Solignac, founded Staveloo and Mal-
medi. Two Irish priests, Cadoc and Fricor, converted
a Frank noble named Riquier (Reichar); he freed all
his slaves, and founded the abbey of Centule., At the
same time the Irish monk Roding established himself
at Beaulieu. Sidonius took up his quarters at Calais ;
the monks Ultan and Foilan planted a monastic
colony at Fosses ; S. Fursey, their brother, penetrated
Neustria, and founded Lagny; Livinus worked and
died at Ghent; Fridolinus, another Irishman, was
found at Sickingen ; Fintan, another, ended his life
at Reichenau ; S. Gall we have seen in Switzerland ;
S. Kilian, with his disciples Colman and Totnan,
founded a church at Aschaffenburg, on a rock of red
sandstone, above the Main, then denounced the local
chief’s marriage with his deceased wife’s sister, and
met with his death in consequence at Wiirzburg ;
the hermit Alto laboured in Bavaria, and over his
cell rose the monastery of Altmiinster; Dobda, sur-
named the Greek, from his knowledge of the Greek
language, also an Irishman; Corbinian, who founded
Freisingen, and Virgil, bishop of Salzburg, a Franco-
Gallic monk—all worked in Bavaria, inspired by the
teaching of the Irish monastic centre of Luxeuil, and

obeying the rule laid down by S. Columbanus.
E 2
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But for the labours of these Irish and their disciples,
the light of true religion would have died out through-
out the Frank realm ; the laicising of the episcopate
by the kings had utterly debased it, and nothing
whatever was done by the Frank Church for the
conversion of the heathen. But the work of the Irish
missionaries did not have that enduring effect which
might have been expected. They exhibited the utmost
devotion, but their work was marred by the charac-
teristic Celtic incapability for organization. Their
work was sporadic and personal. The men toiled in
their several spheres without keeping in touch with
each other. They founded Christian communities, but
not provincial Churches. They laboured, and it was
left for others to enter on their labours and systematise
where they had diffused some knowledge of the truth.

In the meantime a vast social transformation was
being effected in the Frank Empire.

When Chlodovech extended the petty kingdom
of Tournai into a great Frank realm, he ruled over
a people of freemen. The organization of all the
Germanic peoples, as revealed to us in their ancient
codes, was much the same. There were the freemen,
who bore arms, held land, allodial possessions, and were
all equal in the eye of the law. Then came the
lazzi (villains), men who had forfeited their position
as freemen, by failing in the fulfilment of their
obligations to the state, or were the issue of a freeman
and serf.

The third class were the serfs, originally the
vanquished race, and it was unlawful for a freeborn

- N
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German to unite in marriage with such ; if he did so,
his family lost the position of the father and took
that of the unfree.

But under the Frank kings a great change took
place. The kings took to their courts a number of
favourites, and appointed them to offices that gave
them power, and occasion for personal enrichment.
The kings who had taken certain districts, in the
distribution of the conquered land, as royal domains,
handed these over in fee to their vassals, to rule
under them. In the reign of Chlothachar II. the
transformation of the social condition of the people
had already taken place. On the one side a number of
families, favoured by the kings, had risen to princely
power and wealth, possessing vast territories and
thousands of serfs; on the other side the freeborn
had greatly declined in numbers in consequence.
Unable to protect themselves in the furious internecine
struggles of the time, they had voluntarily given up
their land to the nearest royal vassal or bishop, and
had received it back in fee, and thus had fallen from
their position of freemen into that of feudal servants
under a lord. They became, in fact, much what the
lazzi, the villains of the earlier age, had been. From
forming the first order in the commonwealth, they
had declined to become commoners. When Dago-
bert I. died in 639, he left two sons, one nine, the
other six, and the epoch of feeble Merowings began—
of long-haired, effeminate, powerless monarchs, incap-
able of exercising rule, and of holding in constraint
the great vassals who fought against each other in
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jealousy of power and dominion. The kings after
Dagobert no longer found themselves face to face
with the people, but with the great nobles.

By degrees the Church had become the greatest
possessor of land in the realm of the Franks. The
kings had given the bishoprics to whom they would,
men unscrupulous and thirsty for power. The masters
of the palace now rose. In Neustria appeared
Ebroin ; over against him stood Leodegar, Bishop of
Autun, each ambitious. The struggle between them
was not about religion, about Church matters, but for
sovereign power. The majordomus gained the
mastery, and the bishop was put to death. He drove
Bishop Landebert from Maestricht, and his successor,
Faramund, was expelled by Pippin. Chramlier,
Bishop of Embrun, had got his see by a forged deed,
and had never received episcopal consecration. Agil-
bert of Paris, and Reolus of Rheims, who were of the
party of Ebroin, deceived the Austrasian Duke Martin
by taking oath over an empty shrine, and then de-
claring themselves not bound by their oath, because
the relics had been previously withdrawn by them.

The bishops, worldly and selfish, put forth their
hands to enlarge their domains. Madelgar of Laon
tried to get hold of the convent founded by Salaberga,
and was only prevented taking it by the interference
of Pippin. Disorders broke out in the monasteries.
The monks of Rebais revolted against their abbot
and drove him away. The abbot Berchar was mur-
dered by his monks because he rebuked them.

Synods were no longer held ; or, when held, were
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occupied, not with the reform of the clergy, but with
devising means for securing landed estates to the
Church against all eventualities. Only four coun-
cils were held between the death of Dagobert and
742—a period of nearly a century. Bishoprics were
given by the kings and the mayors of the palace to
young men not thirty years old. They were bought
openly. Bishops regarded their dioceses as their
private estates, and bequeathed them away. Two
bishops occupied at the same time the same throne,
and two abbots the same abbey. The clergy in the
churches in country places were under no control, for
the bishops made no visitations. Patrons of livings
kept them vacant for many years, that they might
draw the revenues into their own hands, and then
sold them to the highest bidder. Bishops and abbots
not only neglected their duties, but deserted their
palaces and abbeys to live as laymen, and, donning
helmet and breastplate, to go to war, or else spend
their time in hunting and revelry.

Pippin of Heristal was a man of religious feeling.
He was the grandson of a man of saintly life, S.
Amulf, Bishop of Metz. He was ready to encourage
S. Willibrord in the conversion of the Frisians ; but
otherwise he let Church matters take their course.
He gave the command of an army to a military-
minded bishop; and he took care that the most
important bishoprics should be kept in his own family.
He allowed an uncle and nephew simultaneously to
occupy the episcopal throne of Tréves, Count Aga-
theus of Nantes and Rennes to lay hold of the two
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bishoprics in these cities, and Linturis to retain as his
own Tréves, Rheims, and Laon.

Matters were no better under his son, Charles
Martell. He drove bishops from their sees if they
displeased him, or threw them into prison. He gave
away abbeys and sees to his favourites ; he elevated
his nephew Hugo, son of his stepbrother Drogo, to
the archbishopric of Rouen, which Drogo had occu-
pied under Pippin ; and he was given in addition the
bishoprics of Paris and Bayeux, and the Abbey of
S. Wandrille. Rouen was next given to Grimo, who
could not read ; and after him to Ragnfried, a godson
of Pippin, also unable to read, and he received also
the abbacy of S. Wandrille. Linturis, who with his
nephew Basin had held the see of Tréves, was
succeeded in it by his son Milo. It is doubtful
whether he ever received episcopal orders. He was
killed in a boar-hunt. Gerald of Mainz accompanied
Charles on his wars against the Saxons, and fell in
battle at the head of his retainers. Charles gave the
see to his son Gewiliep, of whom we shall hear more
presently. He was a passionate lover of the chase.

The pc;sition of Charles Martell was a difficult one.
The Crown domains had already been given away ;
he was constrained, in order to retain adherents, to
bribe them with what alone he could grasp—Church
property. But the inevitable result was the utter
and radical demoralisation of the entire Frank Church.
Nearly every bishopric was in the hands of a layman,
or of a clerk, who valued it only for what he could get
out of it. The corruption went through every grade.
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There were deacons who kept from four to five, and
even more, concubines ; and that did not prevent their
ordination as priests, and their consecration as
bishops. A general complaint against the clergy was
that they loved to hunt, to drink, and to fight better
than to minister at the altar, and to teach the people.
Whence was reform to come? Not from the Celtic
missionaries. They could but use personal influence,
acting in independence of each other, at wide inter-
vals. The necessary reformation was to come from
men of another race, with the faculty of organization
in them. '
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V.

THE WORK OF S. BONIFACE.

Early life of Boniface—He sails for Frisia—Returns to

England—Goes to Rome—Is sent into Thuringia—The
Scheme of Gregory I1.—Makes a second attempt in Frisia
—His missionary success in Hesse—He revisits Rome—
Consecrated bishop—With metropolitan powers—Charles
Martell suffers him to proceed—Resumes work in Hesse—
Fells the oak of Geislar—Appeals to England for helpers—
Response—Monks and nuns come to his assistance—First
visit to Bavaria, and failure—Gregory III.—Boniface
revisits Rome—Again goes to Bavaria, and reorganises the
Church there—Founds bishoprics and abbeys—Founds
bishoprics in Thuringia and Hesse—Death of Charles
Martell—Carlmann invites Boniface to reform the Frank
Church—Calls synods—Odilo of Bavaria revolts, and is
defeated—Eichstidt founded—Gewiliep of Mainz deposed—
Mainz created the Metropolitan See—Carlmann resigns—
Boniface’s letters to Fuldrad—Resolves to make another
attempt in Frisia—His death—The services he rendered to
the German Church.

'WHILST the Frank Church fell, the Anglo-Saxon
rose ; whilst the light of the Gospel suffered eclipse
in the former, in the latter it poured forth its rays

with redoubled lustre.

Wynfrith, afterwards called Boniface, was the son

of Saxon parents, of noble birth, in the extreme west
of the kingdom of Wessex. Crediton has been
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supposed to have been the place where he first saw
the light, but there is no evidence that this was so.
He began his monastic studies in Exeter. Here,
side by side, lay the British and the Saxon cities,
each with its churches—the former dedicated to
Celtic saints, the other with more general dedications.
The conquering Saxon and the subjugated Briton
were brought into daily contact; and probably the
ecclesiastical peculiarities of the Celtic Church kindled
the wrath, or at least awoke the aversion, of the
Roman-minded Saxon ecclesiasticc.  Wynfrith was
proud of his race. He regarded himself as of one
flesh and bone with the Saxons on the continent.
From Exeter he went to Nutschelle, a Benedictine
Abbey, under Abbot Wynbrecht. He may have
heard, he almost certainly must have heard, of the
mission work that was being done in Friesland by
S. Willibrord. No stories were listened to at this
time in the Anglo-Saxon monasteries with greater
avidity than those connected with the adventures of
Willibrord, and other brave pioneers of the Gospel in
Frisia. Boniface persuaded three companions to
accompany him. He received the sanction of his
abbot, and of Archbishop Berchtwald. He took
ship, and, crossing the sea, landed at Doerstadt—
then a flourishing emporium, now almost obliterated
from historical memory. But the time of his coming
was unpropitious (A.D. 716). Radbod, the Frisian
king, was engaged in furious conflict with Charles
Martell, and Willibrord had to desert the field of his
labours for the time. Boniface recognised the im-



6o HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN GERMANY.

possibility of his doing anything then and there, and
returned to Nutschelle.

In 718 Boniface again left England, this time not
to return to Friesland—where Charles was engaged
in driving Radbod into submission before he pro-
ceeded against the Saxons—but to go to Rome, to
confer with Pope Gregory I1., and perhaps to await the
turn of affairsin Friesland. Heremained in Rome till
the spring of 719, and then Gregory gave him com-
mission to go and preach to the heathen, but Gregory
sent him, not to Friesland, but into Thuringia.
Willibrord had returned to his work among the
Frisians, now humbled by Charles. Three years
before, Gregory had sent a legate into Bavaria, there
to organize the Church, and bring it into closer
relations with the Holy See. Boniface was to do for
him the same work in Thuringia, and forge the link
between Bavaria and Frisia.  This was not what
Boniface desired, but he did as he was bidden.
Throughout his life he carried with him the conviction
that he had been called to work the evangelization of
the Frisians, and he perished finally in pursuance of
this mistaken idea ; he never saw that his true calling
was to exercise his natural capacity for organization,
in bringing the disorderly elements of Christianity in
Middle Germany into discipline, and under spiritual
control. But he was obedient; he went into Thu-
ringia, and found that there was no longer a duke
there. He turned to the clergy and to the people,
and energetically began hisreforms. He encountered
much opposition, partly from the Celtic priests, partly
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from those leading dissolute lives. But his energy,
his firmness, his transparent sincerity, his radiant
goodness, cast a spell over the people, and they
followed him with enthusiasm. Boniface soon felt
that he could effect nothing lasting unless he came to
an understanding with Charles Martell. He therefore
undertook a journey to the court ; but on his way he
heard the tidings of the death of the barbarian
Radbod, and at once the fire of missionary ardour
made him forget the task imposed on him by the
Pope, to follow that inner conviction which impelled
him to go to the Frisians. He went to Utrecht, met
Willibrord, and worked awhile with him. Neverthe-
less, he would not stay. Perhaps he saw that he was
not then so much needed in Friesland as elsewhere
and he turned and entered among the Hessians.
They were heathens, though here and there he may
have found some Christians among them. They
were a people then wrung with sufferings, owing to
their proximity to the Saxons who invaded and
harried their land. Very soon his work told. He
was able to write home of the numerous conversions
that ensued on his preaching ; even wealthy chiefs, he
names Dettic and Deorulf of Amceneburg, were his
humble disciples, desirous of giving up, their land that
he might found a monastery or a church upon it. It
was a basaltic rock, suitable for protection against a
Saxon onslaught, and on it Boniface founded his first
monastery. He destined it to be the nursery of the
clergy for the Church in Hesse. But though he was
gaining fresh fields to the Church, he could not forget
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that his commission, given him by Gregory II., was
to the Thuringians. He sent a messenger to Rome
to inform the Pope of what had been done. The
answer was a summons to appear in person before
Gregory. Gregory saw, what Boniface did not, the
importance of the step taken, and he knew that he
had in Boniface the right man to accomplish a work
he had at heart—the reconstruction of the German
Church.

Boniface did not go the direct route to Rome ; he
went first into France, to see Charles Martell, and
ask his help. Then he went on to Rome. There, on
November 3oth, 722, Gregory consecrated him bishop ;
he was to abandon his missionary enterprise, and to
become an ecclesiastical organiser. Gregory had
taken a bold step, likely to bring him into conflict
with Charles Martell; he had ordained a bishop,
without consulting him, to take a position of
authority in the dominions of the Frank prince, and
to bring discipline to bear, not only on the Celtic
missionaries about whom Charles was indifferent, but
also on the Frank bishops who were his creatures.

Thus elevated to the episcopal dignity, with letters
of commendation to Charles Martell, to the bishops of
Bavaria and Germany, and to the native chiefs of the
countries where he was about to labour, Boniface
recrossed the Alps, and visited Charles, that he
might ask his permisson to work in Hesse. He
dare not exercise the extensive powers entrusted
to him without having first sounded the mind of
Charles. Gregory had acted in a manner un-
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precedented, had assumed a right which had not
been exercised previously.

But Charles does not seem to have resented the step
taken, probably he did not measure its importance.
There were no wealthy churches in that region where
Boniface was to work, and Charles was indifferent so
long as he did not conceive that an impediment was
put in the way of his political course. In the spring
of 723 Boniface arrived at the Court of Charles in
Valenciennes, and Charles accorded him a letter of
safe conduct, in which, however, he passed over un-
noticed the papal claim, and authorised Boniface
to proceed by his royal authority alone.

Boniface at once returned to Hesse, where he
confirmed the converts he had previously baptized ;
and then he proceeded to hew down the sacred oak of
Geislar, which was venerated by the heathen of all
the country round. The tree was felled in solemn
manner. The pagans assembled in multitudes to
behold this trial of strength between their ancient
gods and the God of the stranger. They awaited
the issue in profound silence. A succession of bold
strokes, and the tree-top shivered. There was a rush
of wind in the branches. Some more vigorous blows,
and the huge tree cracked and came down, toppling
over with its own weight, and split into four pieces,
leaving a great patch of light in the green leafy vault,
through which the sun fell on the triumphant
Christian prelate.

The shuddering pagans bowed at once before the
superior might of Christianity. But the want of
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labourers was great, and Boniface turned to his
native land for a supply of missionaries. The Anglo-
Saxon monasteries responded at once, their gates
were thrown open, and many zealous servants of
God came to offer themselves to Boniface—Lull, who
was to succeed Boniface one day; Willibald, just
returned from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem ; Wunnibald,
and Witta. Wigbert he placed at the head of a
monastic colony at Fritzlar. Denehard entered so
closely into the feelings of Boniface, that he was used
by him repeatedly on his most delicate embassies to
Rome. His sphere of work was in Thuringia. Bur-
chard became later Bishop of Wiirzburg; we know
nothing of his early life. A nobleman of Noricum
"came to offer Boniface his son, to be educated in the
service of God. This son was Sturm, who became the
founder of the abbey of Fulda. From the convents
of England, as from a hive, issued likewise a swarm of
widows and virgins, the mothers, sisters, and kins-
women of the missionaries, eager to share their
labours and perils. Chief of these is Lioba, a
kinswoman of Boniface, one of the sweetest characters
in ecclesiastical biography, “beautiful as the angels,
fascinating in her speech, learned in the Holy
Scriptures and canons;” she was set as abbess at
Bischofsheim. The gentle Walpurgis settled near
her brother at Eichstiddt ; Chunihild and her daughter
Berathgith were stationed in Thuringia ; Chunidrat
was sent into Bavaria; Thecla to Kitzingen on the
Main. “Providence "—beautifully says M. Ozanam—
*has placed women beside all cradles.”
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And Boniface needed all the assistance that could
be given him, for he met with opposition, not so
much from the heathen, as from the Irish missionaries
and those trained under them, and from the Frank
bishops. Boniface represents not only Roman
obedience in opposition to Celtic independence, but
also the Benedictine rule which was set in opposi-
tion to that of S. Columbanus. The names of several
of those who resisted him are given; they are not
Celtic names, but they belonged to men, perhaps
Franks, who had been reared in all the peculiarities
and prejudices of the Celtic missionaries. This
resistance came to an end in 726. Boniface set to
work to regulate all kinds of disorders in Thuringia,
and to establish the Church on a firm basis in Hesse.
As he gained power and brought order into the
confusion, so did he occasion uneasiness in the minds
of the worldly-minded Frank bishops. For nearly
ten years did he work in Hesse and Thuringia. He
could as yet do nothing with the reformation of the
Frank Church : Charles Martell stood in his way.

Several years had elapsed since Gregory II., at the
request of Duke Theodo, had sent a legation into
Bavaria to organize the Church there; but, owing to
the death of the duke, and the opposition of his
successor, nothing had been done. Hucbert who
was duke now, was amenable to Charles Martell, and
the letter of safe conduct Boniface had received would
protect him in Hucbert’s dominions. He therefore
now adventured himself in Bavaria. We know,
however, little of what he did there, except that

F
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he visited several churches, and deposed a schis-
matic. Hucbert cannot have regarded him with a
favourable eye: he helped him in no way, and
Boniface, though he recognized that Bavaria needed
sorely episcopal supervision, was unable to arrange
for it.

His efforts in Bavaria were not absolutely fruitless,
but he left the duchy unable to accomplish what was
necessary, because of the indifference or opposition of
the duke; and Charles Martell was not the man to
do anything to soften opposition.

Boniface had now reached a turning-point in his life.
The papal commission given to him had been dis-
charged ; he had done his work as thoroughly as it
could be done under the circumstances, and now he
resolved to resign his episcopal office as administrator
of Hesse and Thuringia and devote himself to mission
work among the Saxons, who were still heathen, and
were the terror of their Christian neighbours. He
therefore went again to Rome, in the summer of 738.
His friend Gregory II. was dead, and Gregory III.
occupied the chair of S. Peter.

Gregory I11. did not respond to the wish of Boni-
face : he judged the position of affairs otherwise than
did Boniface. He was most anxious that the Church
in Bavaria should also be taken in hand and reformed
by the man who had dealt so faithfully in Thuringia.
After a stay of a year in Rome, Boniface was sent
back into Germany. Hucbert was dead, and Charles
Martell had given the dukedom to Odilo, a member
of the Agilulf family, who had married his daughter
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Hiltrude, and Charles had taken Sonichild, niece of
QOdilo, as his concubine.

Odilo was a born prince, haughty, brave, a man of
council and of action. And yet the choice was not
happy, for he bore the dependence on the Frank
Empire with impatience. Before long he was the
determined opponent of the Arnulfings. He united
Swabia, Saxony, Aquitania, and the Sclaves against
the Frank domination. With regard to Church
matters he was not indifferent. He treated the
Church with favour, he made donations to churches,
and favoured the servants of God. He resolved to
call Boniface to his aid to reform the Church in his
duchy. He wrote to him, and Boniface responded
with alacrity. Supported by Duke Odilo, Boniface
set to work at once with his characteristic energy.
Vivilo was the only bishop he found in the duchy : he
was at Passau. He had been consecrated in Rome
in 731 by Gregory III. to the bishopric of Lorch ; but
in 738 he was forced along with his clergy to fly from
it before the Avars, and he took refuge at Passau.
When in 739 Boniface began to divide Bavaria into
dioceses, this man was allowed to remain where he
had taken up his residence, and Passau became his
see. Boniface did not like the man, but he was
obliged to let him remain, and Odilo and his son
Thassilo made over to him for the support of the
Church all their own possessions in and near Passau,
together with the tolls on the market.

A second bishopric was founded at Ratisbon, the
Bavarian capital, and the first bishop was Wicterp,

F2
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according to one authority a member of the Agilulfing
family. He isdescribed in 754 as an old man, almost
blind, of ninety years, who, on showing dissatisfaction
with the changes Boniface was then introducing, was
presently turned out of his see by Boniface, who put
in his room Garibald. But there is some uncertainty
about Wicterp. He seems to have been in bishop’s
orders before, and perhaps the truth of the matter is
that his discontent and opposition to Boniface arose
out of the fact that he was passed over, and the diocese
given to another man not yet in episcopal orders.

On the throne of S. Rupert, Boniface placed a
certain John, who was probably one of his companions,
a man of British origin, but little else is known of him.
John was succeeded in 743 by Virgilius, an Irishman,
who after having been with Pippin was recommended
by him to Duke Odilo for the see of Salzburg. Boni-
face disliked him, and brought exaggerated accusa-
tions against him to the Pope, at one time that he
had allowed the validity of a baptism by a priest
in bad grammar, “in nomine Patria et Filia et Spiritua
Sancta,” * then that he stirred up the duke against
him, and lastly that he believed in antipodes, not that
the earth was round, but that trolls and dwarfs
inhabited the mines underground, that is to say, shared
the common belief of the mountain people.

A fourth bishopric was erected at Freising, and to
this Boniface was obliged to consent to nominate

* Boniface insisted on re-baptism, but Pope Zacharias wisely
decided against him, as the baptism was performed “ with right
intent.”
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Erembert brother to a certain Corbinian, a regionary
bishop who had been highly reverenced by the
Bavarians.

Both the arranging of the bounds of the bishoprics
and the nomination to the sees took place with the
consent of the duke, consequently Boniface met with
no open hostility. He exhorted the new bishops to
examine into the condition of the belief and morals
of the clergy, and to call synods in which canons
might be passed as need required. Hand in hand
with the foundation of bishoprics went the establish-
ment of monasteries, Altaich and Benedictbeuren.

Boniface, having thus ordered the Church in
Bavaria, returned into Thuringia with the intention
of doing the same work there. Gregory III. had
been urgent on Charles Martell to assist him against
the Lombards. Charles refused, but to soften the
harshness of this refusal agreed so far to meet the
wishes of the Pope in another direction, as to allow
of the erection of three new bishoprics in Thuringia
and Hesse.

Boniface chose Buraburg (the site of which is
now lost), Wiirzburg, and Erfurt, and the ordination
of the first bishops to these sees took place in 741.
S. Adeiar was the first and sole bishop who occupied
Erfurt. After his death—he was killed with S. Boni-
face in Friesland—no other bishop was appointed.
S. Burchard occupied the new See of Wiirzburg ;
and over Buraburg was placed the Englishman
Witta.

S. Boniface had reached the age of sixty-five, an
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age at which most men’s active work is over. But
with it for him opened a new sphere of activity for
which he had long looked and hoped in vain—the
reformation of the Frank Church in Germany.

In the year 741 died quickly one after another
Charles Martell and Gregory III. Charles had ruled
despotically over the Frank kingdom ; after his death
the realm was divided by his will between his sons
Carlmann and Pippin. Carlmann had Austrasia,
Swabia, and Thuringia; Pippin had Neustria and
Burgundy. Boniface was therefore brought into
immediate relation with Carlmann. The new ruler
was a man full of religious enthusiasm, and eager to
do all he could for the welfare of the Church. Boni-
face’s opportunity had arrived. As the proverb says,
“ Everything comes to him who can wait.” Carlmann
sent for Boniface, and exhorted him to undertake
the reformation of the Church in his dominions.
Boniface at once seized the occasion. A synod was
called for April, 742, by Carlmann, the first that had
been held in the Frank Church for many years. It
was a diet as well; the nobles assembled with the
bishops. Of these latter, however, few appeared save
those who had been appointed by Boniface. Gewiliep
of Mainz and Milo of Tréves kept away. The
bishops declined to attend because they had no
desire for reform. As there was no opposition, Boni-
face carried all his points. Synods were required
thenceforth to meet annually, every priest was made
subject to the bishop in whose diocese he was, and
was required every year to give an account of his
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stewardship to his spiritual overseer. The bearing
of arms by the clergy was forbidden. On the
monasteries the rule of S. Benedict was imposed.
For ten years Boniface had borne the title of Arch-
bishop conferred on him by the Pope. Carlmann
ignored this, and appointed Boniface archbishop at
the synod. However well disposed Carimann was
towards the Church, he was not in the smallest
degree inclined to relinquish the royal prerogative
that had been exercised by the kings, and since the
death of Dagobert by the mayors of the palace.
Boniface had the advantage of the Church too much
at heart to demur on this occasion.

A second important synod was held in 743 at
Lestinnes. Unfortunately we do not know the names
of the bishops who attended. This council carried on
the work of reform begun the year before.

In the meantime there had been trouble in Bavaria,
and Pope Zacharias had played there a double game.
He had encouraged Odilo to revolt, and then, when he
saw that Odilo’s was the losing side, withdrew, equivo-
cated, and denied any participation. Eichstidt was
now made a see under S. Willibald (A.D. 471), a
kinsman of S. Boniface.

The defeat of Odilo had its advantages. Had he
succeeded, the Bavarian Church would have been
separated from that in Germany; as it was, it con-
tinued to be a member of the whole German Church,
and Boniface exercised metropolitan jurisdiction over
it. But he was an archbishop without a seat. Again
all comes to him who knows how to wait. His most
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bitter opponents were Milo of Tréves and Gewiliep of
Mainz, and they were too powerful for him to oppose.
Milo he never was able to reach, but the occasion
came at last when he could humble Gewiliep. In a
war of Charles’ against the Saxons, Bishop Gerold of
Mainz had gone out to battle with his chief and had
been slain. His son (.3ewiliep succeeded him. He
was a man of decent morals, but was addicted to
hawks and hounds, and he opposed in every way he
could the efforts made by Boniface to reform the
Church. He had been a layman, but was given the
see in compensation for the loss of his father.

Gewiliep cherished the sacred hereditary duty of
revenging his father’s death. He discovered the man
by whose hand Gerold had fallen, lured him to
an amicable interview in an island on the river, and
stabbed him to the heart. Neither king nor nobles
thought this exaction of blood for blood the least
disqualification for a Christian bishop. But the
Christianity of S. Boniface was superior to the
dominant barbarism. The blood-stained bishop was
deposed by the act of a synod ; and then, as vacated,
the see was constituted metropolitan, and was
assumed by Boniface, who thence exercised juris-
diction over the whole of Germany.

In 747 Carlmann resigned his power and place, and
retired into a monastery at Rome, bequeathing his
son to the perilous guardianship of his brother
Pippin.

And now the conviction deepened in the mind of
Boniface that the day of his departure was at hand.
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Lull had, indeed, been appointed his coadjutor in the
See of Mainz; but his appointment had not yet
received the royal sanction, and till this was secured,
Boniface could not feel free from anxiety for the
welfare of his flock. One of his latest letters, there-
fore, was addressed to Fuldrad, Pippin’s arch-
chaplain, soliciting his protection, and that of his
master, in behalf of his clergy and his ecclesiastical
foundations.

“ Nearly all my companions,” he wrote, “are
strangers in the land. Some are priests distributed
in various places to celebrate the offices of the
Church, and minister to the people ; some are monks
living in different monasteries, engaged in teaching
the young ; some are aged men, who have long borne
with me the burden and heat of the day. For all
these I am full of anxiety, lest after my death they
should be scattered as sheep without a shepherd.
Let them have a share of thy countenance and pro-
tection. Suffer also, Lull, my son and coadjutor, to
preside over the churches, that both priests and
people may find in him a guide. Ihave many reasons
for making these requests. My priests on the heathen
borders are in deep poverty ; bread they can obtain,
but not clothing. Let me know whether thou canst
promise the granting of my request, that, whether
I live or die, I may have some assurance of the
future.”

The royal permission that Lull should succeed him
arrived, and his mind was relieved from its load of
anxiety. And now, fully persuaded that throughout
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his life he had not followed that course which had
been marked out for him by the Divine finger, that he
had failed in the special mission entrusted to him,
though seventy-five years of age, his conscience goaded
him to resume his missionary work among the Frisians.
With a retinue of three priests, three deacons, four
monks, and forty-one laymen, he embarked on board
a vessel (A.D. 755), and sailed down the Rhine. At
Utrecht he was joined by Edban, an old pupil, whom he
had placed in charge of the see, and then together
they advanced into the eastern part of Frisia, and
commenced their labours. There he met his death,
surrounded and cut down, along with most of his
comrades, by a party of enraged heathens.

Well may Germany reverence the memory of her
great apostle. He did not, indeed, carry the light
like Willibrord where it had never shone before, but
he reduced to order what was in confusion, dissipated
the last shadows of heathenism, and left the Church
behind his death furnished with admirable men,
having the fear of God before their eyes, and the land
parcelled out into episcopal sees, and decided steps
had been taken towards rectifying those abuses which
had brought this Church to the dust of the earth.

That Boniface subjected the Church to the Papal
authority, exerted in a manner unheard of before,
there can be no doubt, He had to fight against
many foes, and he must set his back against some-
thing firm. Charles Martell was not the man to
help him, but to stand in the way of reform, though
he did not object to the conversion of heathens. To
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whom else could Boniface appeal but to the Pope?
He had not only the Frank demoralised clergy to
.deal with, he had also ranged against him the Celtic
missionaries ; he must have some source of authority
to appeal to against the pretensions of the Irish, and
to weight his censures of the degenerate Frank clergy.
Directly that Carlmann succeeded Charles Martell,
Boniface had little to say to Rome ; he claimed help
for his work from the king, and he did not scruple to
rebuke Pope Stephen when he, on his visit to Pippin,
presumed to ordain a bishop to Metz, without the
consent of himself, with whom the canonical right
lay.

Boniface was not a man of large mind, but he was
a man of a single heart. A greater man in intellect
and breadth was that Virgilius of Salzburg whom he
disliked and misunderstood. But he was a man who
sought as the one end of his life the glory of God
and the advancement of His kingdom.
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VL
CHARLES THE GREAT.

Providence raises up special men to execute special work—Such
a man, Charles the Great—Decay of Discipline since the
death of S. Boniface—The Clergy and Hunting—Schools
instituted—The “ Missi >—Episcopal Visitations—Charles
strengthens the position of Metropolitans and Bishops—
Synods—His Rule as head of the Church—The Arch-
chaplain’s office.

WHEN it is the will of Divine Providence that the
development of mankind, brought to a halt, should
again be set in motion, that what lags should be
brought into line, and that fresh directions should be
taken in the forward march, when Providence would
lay the bases on which future generations should
build, slowly, may be, and at intervals—then it calls
forth those men whom history, and not the flattery of
courtiers, designates great. These men are the living
tools with which Eternal Providence works, men
-working upon men, as is God’s methad of procedure.
These men are the axles round which all turns in their
epoch, the pillars on which all that is great in their
age rests, the motive force which sets the whole mass
of men in motion over whom they have influence.
Nothing great happens without them, nothing that does
not bear thetstamp and colour of their individuality.
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But this manifestation of grandeur is not without its
sad intermixture. Greatness cannot be bequeathed.
When the great men die, life and spirit evaporate
from what they have summoned into existence: the
fabric totters and falls. It is well, however, for man-
kind, that usually, if not always, the foundations
remain intact, so that after-generations can recom-
mence the structure in a more humble manner, but
following the same lines. What has passed away
belongs to history, what remains, to the present ; but
the present can look back on the image of the past,
and encourage itself thereat to proceed with vigour
and with the judgment bred of experience.

Among the great men of history, probably no man
has ever better merited the epithet of “the Great”
than did Charlemagne. Not because he made great
conquests and widely extended the Empire; for
Alexander and Attila did as much ; his greatness lies
in quite another direction. He was the restorer of
the political, intellectual, and religious life of his time.
He provided for his realm the most admirable code
of laws; with marvellous foresight and judgment he
ruled the Empire and the Church, correcting what
was wrong in each, organizing in each, caring for the
welfare of all in their several grades in each. He
selected and nominated to their offices the best men
in both State and Church, and guided the whole
political and religious life in his Empire. Endowed
by nature with a lofty intelligence, with a passionate
love for all that was great, good, and beautiful, he
restored the broken-down civilization of the West,
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and sought to do for it, what had not been sought by
any of his predecessors, to root it into the very
national life of his people. He was as great in small
matters as in large. His clear practical common-
sense neglected no side of human existence ; he cared
alike for the material, the social, the spiritual, and the
intellectual well-being of men. He laid down as
careful and sensible rules for the conduct of one of
his farms as he did for the government of a great
realm.

It is not our place here to write either the history
of the times in which Charles lived, or his biography.
We will consider solely the relations in which he
stood to the Church.

When Charles the Great began to reign (A.D. 768),
he found that in the thirteen years since the death of
S. Boniface, matters ecclesiastical in Germany had
fallen back greatly from the high position to which
that great reformer, supported by Carlmann, had
brought them. Beyond the range of the influence
and operations of Boniface, nothing had been done;
the clergy of Neustria and of Burgundy had not been
reformed at all. Charles found that the majority of
the episcopal sees and abbeys were occupied by men
who were drunkards, roysterers, turbulent warriors, and
passionate hunters, who had neither the will nor the
faculty to fulfil decently the obligations of their
sacred calling. Charles, earnestly resolved to liberate
his people from the chains of ignorance and savagery,
and to elevate them to a higher stage of culture,
moral and social, saw that he must begin with the
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clergy, the first estate in his realm, the mainstay of
his throne, which by its position and calling was
calculated to exercise an enormous sway over the
people for good or for bad.

The improvement of the moral and intellectual
condition of the clergy was the main object of his
attention throughout his entire reign, and he left no
means untried to reach his end. His first step was
to wean the clergy from their love of war and the
chase, and to cut off occasion for their bearing arms;
he released the bishops and abbots from their
obligation to follow the host when called out for a
campaign. He also forbade all hunting with hawks
and hounds. But this command could not be
enforced. To a free German the chase was as
necessary as the air he breathed, and after several
vain efforts, Charles was obliged to permit it under
the condition that the skins of the wild beasts
slain should be employed for binding the books in
the libraries. The clergy had also delighted in the
turmoil and adventure of battle, as it gave them
opportunity of becoming illustrious through bold
achievements, and of enriching themselves on the
spoil of the enemy. But they resigned this occupa-
tion more readily than the chase, especially since a
new field of activity and of gaining honour and
influence was opened to them.

Under the guidance of his friend Alcuin, Charles
founded schools in which the young clergy might be
trained, who were afterwards to be invested with
positions of responsibility, and these schools turned
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out a number of learned, conscientious, and sincerely
religious men whom Charles delighted to advance to
the highest ecclesiastical offices. Through his and
Alcuin’s indefatigable efforts, in time, the worldly-
minded and ignorant prelates were weeded out, and
their places filled with men of learning and exemplary
lives, men in whom he was able to place such
confidence that he not only gave up to them the
charge of the secular courts of justice in their dioceses,
but he also associated them with his legates whom he
sent annually through the provinces to see that the
dukes and counts in their several spheres executed
justice aright. Moreover, from among them he
selected his privy councillors, his chancellors, and his
ambassadors. e :

In order to free his people. from oppression at the
hands of the dukes and counts,-and to see that his
commands were promptly and properly executed,
the Emperor Charles despatched annually into every
part of the realm, persons of proved integrity and
intelligence, invested with supreme authority, to
investigate into the rule of the dukes and counts, to
hear the complaints of the people, and to rectify all
abuses. These men were called Missi dominici, and
usually two were appointed for each province,
whereof one was a layman of his court, and the other
a bishop. Only in extraordinary cases was there a
single missus. Distinct from these visits of inspection
were the visitations the bishops were required to
conduct in their dioceses, in order to hold therein
spiritual courts in which spiritual cases might be
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heard and judged. These visitations also had to be
made annually. Every bishop was required by
Charles to make a yearly tour of inspection through
his diocese. He might not, however, act as sole and
arbitrary judge in his courts, for he was required to
have with him seven assessors.

That the bishops on these visitations were attended
by a considerable retinue even in the reign of Charles
is apparent from the regulations laid down for the
entertainment of the bishop and his followers on such
occasions. According to the capitularies of Ludwig
the Pious in 819, a bishop received as his “pro-
curation ” daily, forty loaves, one pig, three young
porkers, three fowls, fifteen eggs, three tuns of ale,
and four sacks of oats for the horses.

Charles strengthened the position of the metro-
politans, and assured to them their rights. “The
bishops shall,” he ordered, “according to canonical
right, obey those whom we have invested with
metropolitan authority.” An appeal from a bishop
was to the metropolitan, from the sentence of a
metropolitan only to himself. Of appeal to the Pope
there is no mention in the capitularies of Charles;
such appeals were unnecessary, as all questions were
discussed in synod by the emperor and the bishops
together.

Charles regarded the bishops as the mainstay of
his whole ecclesiastical order, the centre of all religious
life in the dioceses. He issued numerous injunctions
to consolidate the authority of the bishop ; he allowed
no priest, no abbey, no convent to be exempt from

G
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his jurisdiction. Only by such means could discipline
be maintained among the clergy, and a high tone of
morals in the monastic houses. In after years, the
popes interfered with diocesan organization, weakened
the authority of the metropolitans, and withdrew
abbeys from the jurisdiction of the bishops and placed
them under their own immediate authority.

Charles had recourse to synods and diets as the
most efficacious means of carrying out his reforms.
In these he met the bishops and abbots face to face;
he laid before them the purposes that were so much
at his heart, with all the warmth of his pious
eagerness, for the advancement of true religion, and
with all that personal influence which his greatness,
his sincerity, as well as his position lent him. They
obeyed at first sullenly, but their consciences told
them he was in the right. They began to see how
advantageous his reforms were ; gradually they were
drawn within the vortex of his enthusiasm, and
worked with right goodwill Fifty-six diets and
synods, held in the thirty-three years of his reign, in
which the conditions of Church and realm were
discussed and regulated, are the imperishable
testimony to Charles’s right to a high place in the
world’s history as an epoch-making man. And be it
remembered in all the years of his reign his sword was
never sheathed. _

Charles made a great point of preaching. In a
circular to the archbishops of his realm, he wrote:
“Tn the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost, Charles, etc, to the Archbishop
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Qdilbert, that God may bless him. It has often been
my innermost desire to converse with you and your
colleagues in confidence over the welfare of the holy
Church of God, when without inconvenience you can
come to us. However assured I may be that your
holiness serves the Lord with all zeal, yet I desire by
means of this letter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to
urge and exhort you to still further exert yourself in
the Church of God, to be even more watchful than
heretofore in declaring the Divine Word and whole-
some doctrine, that through your faithful efforts the
true Word of life may spread, and the number of
Christian people may abound to the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, I desire that you will inform
us, through a letter or a missus, in what manner you
and your suffragans instruct the clergy committed to
your charge, and the people under you, and how you
administer the sacrament of baptism, etc.”

He urged that preaching should be simple and
popular, that all the people should be required to
send their children to the parish priest or into the
abbey schools to be grounded in learning, at least in
the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer and Commandments
in the vulgar tongue. He ordered the putting aside
of all fantastical legends, and arbitrary veneration of
saints. Sometimes he sent round to the bishops a
subject on which he required them to preach, then he
laid before them test questions to prove their
competence. Thus no ignorant prelate remained
undiscovered, none lax in his duties unrebuked, and
precautions were taken that no man incompetent
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through lack of learning or bad morals could be
advanced to any place of importance in the Church.

A story told of him, perhaps grounded on fact,
shows at all events what was thought of the manner
in which he acted in the appointment to bishoprics.
He had once lost his way when hunting, and was
obliged to pass the night in the house of a poor priest,
who ministered in a little lonely church in the forest
to a few poor woodcutters. The priest entertained
him, not knowing who was his guest, with the best he
had, and next morning, as the king would go, urged
him first to hear mass in his little church. Charles
offered his host a piece of gold in reward for his
hospitality, but this was declined. “Yourgold I need
not,” said the priest ; “but if you will do me a favour,
give me the skin of some beast wherewith to cover my
breviary.” Charles was so pleased with the lack of
greed in the man that he elevated him to a bishopric.
If this story be true, then the man was Amalarius of
Treves, whom he ever after highly valued.

A remarkable instance of Charles’s exercise of
almost papal power in the Frank Church is the fact
that he issued a corrected edition of the Vulgate, and
authorised its use in the Church, and that he revised
both the Missal and Breviary without consulting the
bishops, other than those whom he perfectly relied on as
competent scholars, and he did this certainly without
asking leave of the Pope. The king summoned the
councils on his own authority, issued disciplinary laws
to, and executed judgment on, the clergy, acting as
head of the Church in his realms. Spiritual matters
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formed a special department of the State, and over
them was set the arch-chaplain, who administered
them in the king’s name. As gradually, later, spiritual
affairs became more and more dissociated from those
of the State, the office of Arch-chaplain was changed
into that of Chancellor, who however continued to
be an ecclesiastic.
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VIL
THE CONVERSION OF THE SAXONS.

Two Germanies : one Christian, the other heathen—The arrival
of the Saxons—The Contests with the Saxons—Charles the
Great attempts to subdue them—Revolt again and again—
Wittekind heads the Saxons—Their stubborn Resistance to
Charles—Defeat of Wittekind—Submits to Baptism—A fresh
revolt—Bishopric of Bremen founded—The Saxons, once
converted, become zealous Christians—Translations and
Versifications—The Bishoprics of Bremen, Paderborn,
Minden, Osnabriick.

THERE were now two Germanies, one Christian and
under settled government, organized into a state, the
other heathen, and broken into several peoples. The
Christian Germany extended from the Rhine, a little
below Cologne, to those high lands, the very umbel of
Germany, the Fichtelgebirge, and then swept down
along the Bshmer Wald to Passau. It included the
Hessians and the Thuringians and Bavarians. It
may be said that approximately the Frank Christian
kingdom was coextensive with Upper Germany, the
hill country that reaches to the Teutoberger Wald,
the Harz, and the Thuringian Forest. North of this
natural frontier the vast weariful plains that reached
to the North Sea and Baltic were in the hands of the
Saxons, divided into the Westphalian, the Eastphalian,
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and the Angivarian branches. To the east of the
Elbe were the Sclavic hordes pressing on, Wends,
Serbs, Avars, Czechs, the latter already in Bohemia,
whence the Bavarians had issued.

A story was told to explain the existence of the
Saxons who occupied all this northern tract. They
had come by sea. The Thuringians had previously ex-
tended to the coast. One day a shipload of Saxons
arrived on the beach, and one of the number landed,
and met a young Thuringian, to whom he offered his
gold torque and bracelets if he might be given a little
land. The Thuringian presented to him a handful of
earth, and received the gold ornaments in return. He
took them to his comrades, laughing at the folly of the
strangers, when to his and their surprise, they saw all
the shipload of Saxons disembark, and, scattering the
handful of dust about them in a wide circle, declare,.
“We bought this with our gold, and we will defend
it with our blood.” Thenceforth, having obtained a
foothold, they rolled the Thuringians back to the hills,

The Saxons were a sturdy, obstinate, and warlike
people. Their invasion caused the Frank kings and
mayors much annoyance.

Charles deemed it essential for the security of the
realm to subject these unruly people, and to extend
the frontier of his kingdom to the Elbe. But he could
not hope for a lasting peace till the Saxons had been
brought within the fold of the Church. He therefore
considered himself justified in the employment of
force to compel these turbulent neighbours to receive
the Gospel. A national war was engaged in, on both
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sides fought out with equal passion and bitterness.
The Saxons contended for their ancient freedom, for
their faith, and for the customs of their fathers; the
Franks for sovereignty, for Christ, for the Church, and
for civilization. And although we may admire the
dauntless heroism of the Saxons in their prolonged
contest for their most sacred possessions, their political
freedom, and their liberty of conscience, nevertheless
the final conquest by the Franks and by Christianity
was an inevitable necessity and advantage, for so
alone could they be elevated from savagery into a con-
dition of culture, and to the adoption of nobler forms of
life, which, without this conquest, they would never
have acquired of themselves. It remains a fact that
in later times it was precisely the Saxons who made
the very kernel of the German people, and it was
among them that the Gospel most influenced the
inner life.

In the year 772, Charles crossed the Rhine from
Worms at the head of a large Frank army, then
penetrated to those regions among forests and
morasses where, under Arminius, the Cherusci had
made such a desperate stand against the Romans.
Without much opposition he penetrated into Saxony
proper, stormed the citadel of Eresburg (now Stadt-
burg), on the Diemel, and destroyed the Irmensul, the
great national idol of the people, a symbol of the
Worldtree, the all-sustaining principle of life. By
this act he stamped his campaign as a religious one
from the outset; he pushed on to the Weser, the
Saxons submitted, took an oath of allegiance, and
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swore not to oppose the teachers of the new faith to
be sent into their midst. Charles little supposed that
his contest against the Saxons would occupy him for
thirty-two years, when events in Italy obliged him to
leave the Rhine and hasten across the Alps.,

Desiderius, king of the Lombards, had fallen on the
Roman lands and threatened Rome itself. In his
distress Pope Hadrian appealed to Charles; Charles
in vain endeavoured to reconcile the contending
parties ; Desiderius rejected all overtures of peace,
believing that Charles was fully engaged with the
Saxons. In 774 the Franks crossed the Alps in
two columns, one by the great S. Bernard, the other
over Mont Cenis. Desiderius was defeated with great
slaughter, and Charles entered Rome. Desiderius
was banished to Liége or Corbie, and there ended his
days. With him disappears the entire Lombard royal
race from history, and Charles assumed the iron crown
and title of King of Lombardy. The Pope consti-
tuted him likewise protector of the Roman Church.,

No sooner was Charles in Italy, than the Saxons
revolted, fell upon Hesse and devastated it with fire
and sword ; under Duke Wittekind, a man of noble
race and large possessions, they retook the Eresburg,
and came down on the lower Rhine. Charles flew
back (775) across the Alps, and organized another
campaign against the Saxons. He marched up the
Ruhr, and took the Saxon fortress of Siegburg at
the confluence of the Lenne and the Rubhr, recaptured
Eresburg, crossed the Weser, and penetrated to the
Eastphalians, as far as the Ocker.
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Whilst he was engaged in Germany, the Lombards
rose in insurrection (776), and Charles had to return
to Italy. Immediately the Saxons retook Eresburg
and destroyed all the defences Charles had erected.
He speedily subjugated the revolted Lombards and
returned to Saxony, where he rebuilt Eresburg, and
founded a fortress at the source of the Lippe. The
Saxons gave up hostages, and submitted to be
baptized. Charles was now so confident that their
resistance was broken, that, in a diet held at Paderborn
in the land of the Angivari, he divided up the conquered
country into districts after the Frank pattern. The
Saxons attended in great numbers, and made
promises of obedience ; but the absence of Wittekind,
the heroic Duke of Westphalia, who had fled to his
brother-in-law, the king of the Danes, gave warning
that the peace then concluded would be of no long
continuance.

Whilst Charles was at Paderborn, a strange embassy
arrived. Messengers from the Arab viceroy of
Saragossa, who had been banished by the Calif of
Cordova, came to Charles and desired his assistance
for Abderrahman. Charles grasped at the occasion,
and in 778 crossed the Pyrenees, stormed Saragossa,
and conquered the land up to the Ebro. On his
return, however, he was harassed in the defiles of
the Pyrenees, and met with a great disaster that
cost him an army at Roncesvalles.

No sooner did the news of this disaster, magnified
by rumour, reach the Saxons, than they threw their
oaths to the winds and again invaded Frank
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territory. Wittekind had returned, and, convinced
that the secret of the failure of the Saxons lay in
their lack of unity, he had succeeded in bringing
them to agree to combined action. A general
rising of all the Saxon branches of the stock took
place.

Plundering, murdering, burning, the host swept
forward, the smoke of the convents and castles
marked their course, and before them fled the
priests and monks and Franks settled in the country.
The Saxons had reached the left bank of the Rhine,
devastating all before them (A.D. 778), when they
were encountered by the Herr-bann, hastily called
together, and were driven back. Then they turned
aside, ravaged Thuringia and Hesse with fire and
sword, and the monks of Fulda were constrained to
fly, carrying with them the bones of S. Boniface.

Embittered by this insurrection of the stubborn,
intractable Saxons, Charles in the following spring
(779) led an army over the Rhine, defeated the
Saxons at Rocholt, and again drove them back to
the Weser, and in the following year (780) to the
Elbe, took hostages, built fortresses, and had great
numbers baptized. So confident was he now that
the Saxons were subdued, that in the following year
(781) he undertook a journey to Rome, when the
Pope crowned his son Pippin, king of the Lombards,
and his son Ludwig, king of Aquitania. In the mean-
time in Saxony, the introduction of Christianity was
actively pursued. Churches and monasteries were
erected, bishops’ sees constituted, and the tithe
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appointed to be collected for the maintenance of
the clergy. '

For two years the Saxons had been at peace, but
the exaction of tax and tithe reminded them that they
had lost their independence. Between the Elbe and
the Saale lived a Sclavonic race, the Serbs. As this
race gave trouble, Charles sent an army against them.
Whilst thus engaged, Wittekind summoned his
countrymen to rise once more, and was obeyed
with alacrity. The division sent against the Serbs
was recalled, and another division despatched to
unite with it against the insurgents. According
to Charles’s instructions both divisions were to unite,
but instead of so doing, the first attacked the camp of
Wittekind, and was defeated (A.D. 782). The army
was annihilated, and with it perished both com-
manders, four counts, and about twenty nobles. The
Saxons, after their victory, destroyed the newly-
erected churches, and slew or drove away all the
clergy that had been sent among them. The patience
of Charles was exhausted, he treated the Saxons as
insurgents who had broken their oaths, and established
a court at Werden on the Aller. Wittekind had fled,
but 4500 of his adherents were delivered over by the
Saxon chiefs, cowed by the presence in their midst of
the great king. Hitherto, Charles had conducted his
campaigns with humanity, and had done his utmost
by gentleness and persuasion to induce the Saxons to
accept Christianity, and his rule; but now his anger
led him to reprisals for what he regarded as their
treachery, reprisals that were cruel and unchristian.
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He had all the 4500 Saxons, who had been delivered
over to him, put to death in one day ; and he issued
a command that henceforth the performance of any
pagan rite, the evasion of baptism, or apostasy, or
any desecration of a church, should be dealt with
capitally.

The bloody day at Werden had filled the Saxons
with the wildest hostility. Frenzied with resentment,
they summoned to a general insurrection against
Frank rule, and even those branches of the race
which had not hitherto taken an active part in
resistance to Charles, now joined against the
common foe. Wittekind again placed himself at
the head of the insurgents. But victory declared
for the Franks, and after a tremendous battle (A.D.
783) on the Haase, in Osnabriick, the power of the
Saxons was so completely and irretrievably broken,
that Wittekind himself saw that further resistance
was unavailing. With some other nobles he sought
the king at Attigny in Champagne, was received
with respect, and there he and they submitted to be
baptized (A.D. 785). Thenceforth they remained as
steadfast in their allegiance and Christian belief, as
they had been resolute before in their contest for
independence and for their ancient gods. Thousands
of nobles and freemen followed their example in
Saxony.

After the conversion of Wittekind the Saxons
remained tranquil for seven years. The old laws of
the Saxons were made to give way for the introduc-
tion of Frank law, and the people were forced in
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every manner to feel that they were a subjugated
race. What especially angered them seems to have
been the exaction of tithe, and compulsory military
service in wars beyond their frontiers. Saxon and
Frisian hosts followed the standard of Charles
with reluctance, over the Pyrenees, and into Istria and
Pannonia. The bitterness grew more intense with
every year, and when a levy was held to form an
army against the Sclaves and Avars, the torch of
war again blazed and was carried from hand to hand.
Throughout the whole of Northern Saxony insurrec-
tions broke out, priests and bishops were driven away,
churches were destroyed, and pagan worship was
restored with wild enthusiasm.

This new revolt filled the Frank sovereign with
wrath, and strengthened him in the resolve to use all
the force of the Frank monarchy to break the
strength of the stubborn Saxons, and drive them
under the yoke. His position at the time was
difficult. He was at war with the Avars; in Bavaria
there was a feeling of impatience and resistance
awake. However, he never swerved from his deter-
mination for a moment, and met his difficulties with
firmness and ability. Two large armies were sent over
the Rhine, and formed a camp between Eresburg
and Paderborn, and he inspired such terror into the
Saxons, that the insurrection ceased, and they sent
hostages, and again swore allegiance. But now
Charles removed vast numbers of the Saxons from
their native habitations, and transplanted them to
other parts of his realm, and sent Frank settlers to
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colonize the deserted homesteads. Moreover, he
maintained an army for long in Saxony, which was
occupied in traversing it from end to end, terrorising
the people and watching against any outbreak of
revolt. But Charles tempered his severity with
mildness. He restored to the Saxons the use of
their ancient laws, customs, and their personal
freedom. After the final subjugation of the Saxons,
the ecclesiastical organization of the country was
completed. Already in 788 the Bishopric of Bremen
had been founded.

Now six others were constituted.  Bremen,
Paderborn and Minden, were for the Angivaric
Saxons ; Miinster and Osnabriick for the Northern
Westphalians ; the Westphalians of the South, near
the Rhine, were placed under Cologne ; Werden and
Hildesheim were for the Eastphalians, and Halber-
stadt for the Thuringian Saxons. OQOut of these
episcopal seats flourishing cities sprang up in the
course of time. Pious missionaries, among whom
were those who issued from Fulda, roused and
nourished in the people a spirit of Christian devotion,
and little by little the stubbornness of old Saxon
paganism yielded to the mild and healing influence
of the Gospel. Although Christianity had been
imposed by the sword, yet, nevertheless, it took deep
root in the hearts of the people, and assumed among
the Saxons a remarkably vigorous and original life.
The sacred story was committed to verse by a Saxon
monk, commonly called Heliand, in the reign of
Ludwig the Pious, the son of Charles the Great, and is
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almost the sole relic that remains of the language of
the Saxons in the gth century; it is interesting as a
sample of the folk-poetry of the period. It was
composed because the Saxons delighted in heroic
lays ; and the Saxon monk undertook to tell them the
story of the Old and New Testament in the metre and
manner that delighted them. The Saxons remained
after their subjugation a genuine German people, but
only after their subjugation and conversion did they
enter into that great confederacy of the German
races which enabled the whole to develop its national
character, independently of Roman influence. The
union of all the Germanic races, moreover, served to
hold in check the wave of Sclav immigration which
threatened to overflow Germany.

The first Bishop of Bremen was Willehad, a Frisian,
who had been sent there in 780 by Charles, but had
been driven away in 782, when his companion Gerwal,
a priest, was put to death. In 788 he returned to
Bremen, and was succeeded in 789 by his disciple
Willerich, who was driven from his see by the unruly
Saxons, but returned in 804. The wooden church
erected by his predecessor had been burnt down. He
built the first stone church in Bremen, and dedicated
it to S. Peter.

The first two Bishops of Paderborn, Hathumar
and Badurad, were taken from amongst the members
of the Chapter of Wiirzburg. Thence also was
taken the first Bishop of Minden, a Saxon convert
who had been there trained. Already, in 780, a
certain missionary named Bernrad had worked
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among the Westphalians ; on his death, in 791, he was
succeeded by Ludger, a noble Frisian, who had been
trained at Utrecht, and then had visited York, where
he won the regard of Alcuin. He was sent by
Charles to succeed Bernrad in his work among the
Westphalians, and made Mimigardevord his head-
quarters, which afterwards, under the newer name of
Miinster, became the wealthiest and most important
of the West Saxon dioceses. His success was great,
and in 802 he was consecrated first Bishop of
Miinster, with jurisdiction over Saxons and Frisians.

About Wiko, first Bishop of Osnabriick, almost
nothing is known, and great uncertainty prevails as
to the first who occupied the See of Werden. The
first Bishop of Hildesheim was not consecrated till
822, but he had laboured there previously. His
name was Gunther, and he came from Rheims.
Although Charles fixed on the site for a see, and
appointed the limits of the diocese afterwards entitled
Halberstadt, yet the first bishop, a Frieslander, was
not appointed till 814 by Louis the Pious. He was a
younger brother of S. Ludger of Miinster.

It will be seen that not a single Frank was
appointed to these sees, with the possible exception
of Gunther of Hildesheim, of whose parentage we
know nothing. This was wisely done, for the Saxons
had too many causes for bitterness against the
Franks to be readily won by missionaries of the race
that had dealt them such wounds. Therefore
Charlemagne sent among them Anglo-Saxons and
Frisians, The bishops’ seats became colonies round
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which the converts gathered, centres from which the
clergy went forth on their missions, and to which they
returned with reports of what had been their success,
and what was their further need ; and thus, in an
astonishingly short period, paganism had wholly
disappeared, and the Saxons were both civilized and
Christianized.



VIIL
CHARLES CROWNED EMPEROR.

The Coronation of Charles as Emperor of the West—Charles
unconscious of the intention of Leo I11.—The Mosaic of the
triclinium at the Lateran—What the Coronation implied—
Disastrous both to the Empire and to the Papacy—It
provoked the Reformation.

THE Christmas Day of the last year in the 8th cen-
tury of Christ had come. Charles the Great was in
Rome. He attended the services of the Nativity
with devotion at S. Peter’s, accompanied by his court,
and in all the pomp, somewhat barbaric, of a Frank
king. The Pope himself, Leo III, sang High Mass,
and the king knelt near the foot of the altar-steps.
Suddenly, after the deacon had chanted in shrill tones
the Ite, missa est, Leo turned, took a jewelled crown
from off the altar, descended the steps, placed it on
the brow of Charles, and proclaimed him Casar
Augustus. The Roman people burst forth in a roar
of approval. Then Leo proceeded to anoint Charles
and his son Pippin.

Afterwards the great king solemnly assured Egin-
hard, his secretary, that the scene had not been pre-
concerted—that, indeed, he had not been consulted--
and that, had he known the intention of Leo, he
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would not have come to church that day. Charles was
not a man to speak the untruth; there was no
hypocrisy in him, and we may accept this disclaimer
as a true statement of facts.

Why did the pope thus openly and daringly take
this step of vast importance? He probably had no
idea of how far-reaching this act would be. He and
the Romans generally were weary of nominal sub-
jection to the Eastern Casars. At Byzantium now
reigned a woman, Irene, and she was rendered odious
as the murderess of her son, and in her the Byzantine
Empire seemed to be tottering to its fall. The Pope
had obtained material help from the Frank king.
Desiderius, the Lombard, had been crushed by Charles,
and Leo was most desirous of obtaining strong help
against other dangerous elements, not least of which
were the turbulent citizens of Rome over whom he
reigned spiritually. He enlisted on the side of the
Papacy the strongest arm and most far-reaching
sword of the time. It seemed to the Pope that a
great future was opening before the mighty conqueror,
and that heaven itself was declaring that a new
Empire of the West was about to arise, as mighty as
the old empire had been ere the barbarian invasions
had brought it to ruin.

But Charles, on his side, cannot have been unwilling
to receive the crown and unction conferred on him.
This was not merely an accession of vague and in-
definite grandeur, but it conferred on him substantial
power. It was the consolidation of all Western
Christendom. under one monarchy.
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As one stands in the great narthex of the basilica
of S. John Lateran, looking out over some of the
crumbling walls of ancient Rome, on to the Campagna,
one sees on the left a fragment, a sort of apse, inlaid
with mosaic. On closer inspection this mosaic proves
to be a representation of S. Peter, holding in one hand
a stole, in the other a banner; at his feet kneel two
men, on the right a clerk, on the left a warrior ;
S. Peter is delivering the stole to the former, and to the
latter the banner. That clerk is Leo IIIL, and that
warrior is Charles the Great. This mosaic was set up
in a triclinium erected by Leo at the Lateran, and it
enables us to understand what was in his mind when
he conferred the crown on Charles. He had formu-
lated a doctrine that S. Peter was the dispenser of all
spiritual and temporal authority, and that he had
conferred supremacy in spiritual matters on the Pope,
and in temporal matters on the emperor, and that the
empire had now passed to the king of the Franks.

What the coronation actually implied was not
clearly perceived ; but perhaps in this very vagueness
dwelt much of the majesty of the act. “In some un-
known, undefined manner, the Empire of the West
flowed from the Pope; the successor of S. Peter
named, or sanctioned the naming of, the successor of
Augustus and of Nero. The enormous power of Charle-
magne, as contrasted with that of the Pope, disguised
or ennobled the bold fiction, quelled at least all
present inquiry, silenced any insolent doubt. If
Charlemagne acknowledged the right of the Pope to
bestow the empire by accepting it at his hands, who
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should presume to question the right of the Pope to
define the limits of the Imperial authority thus
bestowed and thus received? And Charlemagne’s
elevation to the empire invested his protection of the
Pope in the more sacred character of a duty belonging
to his office, ratified all his grants, which were now
those not only of a conqueror, but of a successor to
all the rights of the Cesars. On one side the Teuton
became a Roman, the King of the Franks was
merged in the Western Emperor; on the other,
Rome created the sovereign of the west, the sovereign
of Latin Christianity.” *

Each, Leo and Charles, looked to immediate
advantage : Leo to the assertion and acceptation of a
new and unheard-of claim, and also to obtaining
protection against turbulent citizens; Charles to a
spiritual sanction for his claim to empire, to a right
which allowed him to interfere in Rome itself. Neither
saw, and neither could see, that this momentous act of
December 25, 800, would in the consequences be fatal
to the empire, and disastrous to the last degree to the
Papacy. This, after history shows. The emperors,
instead of labouring to consolidate their power, to
compact the entire German nation into one people,
were distracted with vain ambitions that sprang out
of the vague rights claimed by them as sovereigns of
Italy. Their empire was torn by rival parties fomented
by the popes, who felt that their only safety from the
preponderating weight of power lodged in the hands
of the emperors lay in sowing discord among their

* Milman, ¢ Latin Christianity,’ bk. iv. c. 12.
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subjects ; and, on the other hand, the popes were
morally and spiritually degraded. They stood over
against the great Germanic Empire, which filled them
with fear and jealousy, and instead of concerning
themselves with spiritual matters, they occupied
themselves first of all with political intrigue, and at
length so hammered into the German conscience the
perception that the one paramount enemy to German
unity was the Roman Pontiff, that the revolt which
we call the Reformation became general throughout
the empire. It was the rising-up of the German
nation, almost as one man, on which the perception
had at last broken, that the Papacy had for seven
centuries stood in the way of national independence,
national unity, and the fulfilment of the national
destiny.
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IX.
THE LATER CAROLINGIANS AND THE CHURCH.

The Character of Louis the Pious—Reaction—The Discontent
of the great vassals—Discontent of the Hierarchy—Breaking
out of revolt—Defects in the Carolingian Constitution—The
Herr-bann—Disappearance of the Freeholders—Union of
Civil and Military powers in the hands of the Counts—What
Charles had done for the Church—Could not blind the Eyes
of the Bishops to the fact that he had made the Crown
supreme—Wealth of the Church—The Collegiate Churches
—Reform by Chrodegang—The two aims of the Hierarchy
—Limitation of royal Power—Exaltation of the Papacy—
The forged Capitularies—The forged Decretals—Their
acceptance—Writers of the Period—The Frank Church and
Image worship.

To govern that great empire built up by Charlemagne
was no easy task. Only one equal to that man who
had called it into existence could have held it to-
gether; and his son, Louis (Ludwig) the Pious, who
succeeded him was not the man to do so. He wasa
good man, who would have made a benignant and
beloved prince in a small realm ; but he was incapable
of ruling the vast empire, full of conflicting elements,
that his father had left to him.

It lay in the nature of the case that under such a
rule, a reaction must set in against an imperial con-
stitution, to which Charles had given a form foreign
to the traditions of those embraced within his empire,
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and one that hampered their liberty and imperilled
their interests in many ways. Charles, as had, indeed,
his father before him, laboured to break the power of
the great nobles. The Dukes of Bavaria, Aquitain,
Allemania, and Friesland had been crushed, and their
peoples bereft of an independence of which they had
been proud, and to which their fondest reminiscences
were linked. Having subdued them, the iron arm of
Charles held them in subjection, held them in a
provincial position ; but they were restive, and strove
impatiently to snap the chain that tied them to their
neighbours, and to shake off the weight of the imperial
hand that rested on their necks. Throughout the
realm, the great vassals had been cast down and
humbled ; they had lost their power, their freedom ;
in the place of the old hereditary chiefs, there were
only counts and margraves, nominated by Charles
from among his courtiers, with small circles in which
to exercise their authority, removable at the will of
the monarch, and under constant check by the missé ;
wholly dependent for everything—position, wealth,
authority—on the will of the king. Then, again, the
new Planta, or Diets, were different from what the
people had been accustomed to under the Merovin-
gians. Formerly the kings were powerless, and the
great nobles and prelates imposed what laws pleased
them, and these always in their own interests ; now
they were summoned before a man of overwhelming
moral, intellectual, and physical supremacy, who held
the vassals at a distance from his throne, made his
will to be the law, against which none, they least of
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all, might kick ; who allowed to them indeed a voice
in council, but who retained to himself the right to
act in accordance with, or contrary to, their opinions
and wishes.

We can picture to ourselves the great body of
dethroned vassals, chafing with resentment, fomenting
dissatisfaction, waiting their opportunity, and certain
to force on a reaction as soon as the strong arm was
withdrawn.

The hierarchy, moreover, though vastly enriched
and extended by Charles, were dissatisfied. He had
arrogated to himself supreme authority in eccle-
siastical matters as well as secular. He had, indeed,
given to the bishops the first place in the realm after
himself, given them the first place at the diets,
invested bishops and abbots with the offices of
chancellor and first councillors, had nominated them
his missi, had given them counties to rule; but they
could not in their consciences admit his right to act to
them as a supreme head of the Church, to order them
what to teach, to issue to them pastoral letters, and
revise for them their Bibles and Breviaries.

Charles had undoubtedly inherited this method of
treatment of the Church from the kings before
Dagobert, and the Palace mayors after Dagobert.
The utterly worldly and indifferent prelates had
acquiesced without a murmur ; but Boniface had
introduced into Germany the idea that the ultimate
appeal should be to the Pope and not to the king,
and good and noble as were the bishops appointed by
Charles, their very goodness and nobility made them
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uneasy at the assumption, which, though tolerable in
a man of exceptional character and genius like
Charlemagne, was fraught with danger to the Church
in any other hands.

Moreover, they knew well by terrible experience
that this royal supremacy was mischievous; it was
that which had brought the Frank Church to the
degradation in which it lay till roused by Boniface.
They saw, and they saw rightly, that the power that
had been exercised by Charles might, under an
unworthy successor, bring the Church back into the
same condition of infamy. They must look for some
other centre of authority, and where else could they
find it but at Rome? Charles had accepted the
crown from the hands of the Pope. The successor of
S. Peter had given to him the crown and banner, not
the staff and the keys—these latter he had assumed.
Naturally, inevitably, the bishops turned to Rome
as the spiritual power by means of which they might
check and control the overweening claims of the
sovereign.

The first fifteen years of the reign of Louis passed
off without any serious opposition ; it was as though
the shadow of his father fell over his throne and over-
awed the turbulent elements that menaced it. But
this state of peace could not endure ; the constitution
of the Frank kingdom, however skilfully ordered it
may have been by Charles, however healthy it may
have been at core, yet contained in it elements of
error, defects certain to produce disruption after a
time. When these defects became apparent, then the
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great dethroned vassals, and the discontented bishops
as well, combined against the crown. Their time
had arrived, an infamous conspiracy of the sons
against their feeble fathet was encouraged by the
bishops, to their eternal disgrace. Louis was
humbled, the dignity of the throne subjected to
dishonour, and the whole realm was thrown into
anarchy, and riven to its foundations. In the wild
turmoil of the times, the hierarchy was careful to
assert and maintain its power, its independence, its
rights ; and what additional power and independence
they were able to obtain for their order in the
universal broil, they were careful to_assert as normal,
and insist on as their due for all times.

There were defects in the Carolingian constitution
which came into prominence after the death of
Charles. One was this :—formerly the Herr-bann, or
Landwehr, was the force of all the manhood raised
for the protection of home when menaced. As soon
as the danger was past, those called to arms laid
them aside and returned to their ploughs. But
Charles made of the Herr-bann a regular army, and
carried the bread-winners from their families, the
farmers from their glebe, to serve under his banners
far away from their native lands. So great was the
disadvantage to the freemen, owners of their own
allodial lands, who were liable to be thus called out,
that in tens of thousands of cases they delivered
themselves over to the abbots, the bishops, the counts
and margraves, to receive their lands back in fee, so
as to escape the necessity of following the banner.
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Charles issued prohibitions against these traditiones ;
but in vain. The number of freeholders in the realm
was enormously reduced ; but what was worst of all, the
hunger in the abbots and bishops for the goods of the
freeholders was whetted so that they left no means
untried to force into obedient vassalage those who
would not willingly surrender their freedom. And
thus in time the whole estate of the freemen dis-
appeared, and there were no other conditions left in
the realm, save those of serfs and of noble vassals, or
wealthy prelates. There were none left to resist the
encroachments of the nobles. All the vast popu-
lation of independent men had fallen into servitude,
lost the right to bear arms, and the king was without
any helpers to enable him to resist the nobles. Land
and inhabitants, profits and rights, were all in the
hands of those who trampled law under foot, and
exercised as the only right that of the strongest, the
Fist-right, as the Germans call it.

The second defect in the Carolingian constitution
consisted in this: the military and civil powers were
comprised in the persons of the counts, who had
been appointed to rule the provinces in the place of
the dukes. This afforded occasion for the counts
to exploit their offices to their own advantage, which
they were able to do under weak kings, and to
free themselves from irksome submission to the
throne. They were often planted far away from the
sovereign, and all the opportunities of satisfying
avarice and ambition were at their command. Was
there a bishop near? He was no check ; it was a race
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between them which should obtain the greatest power,
and extend his territories widest, not, perhaps, always
on the part of the bishop, out of avarice, but out of fear,
lest, should he prove too poor and too weak, the secular
noble would deal roughly with him, and wrest from
him, also, some of the lands of the see. Crown lands
had been given out in fee to the counts; these they
transformed into hereditary possessions. The missé
did not interfere, for they were chosen out of those very
secular and clerical classes which were engaged in this
unworthy rivalry.

After the death of Charles these evils grew to a
head. The whole constitution, as called into ex-
istence by him, had been maintained by his strong
will as a central pillar, and when he was gone his
creation collapsed. It is not our place, nor is it our
intention, to give the history of the times, to tell the
miserable story of the revolt, the intrigues that took
place under the later Carolingians. We must
content ourselves with a general aspect of the state of
the Church, and the changes that took place in it
during the period.

Charles had done all that lay in his power to
magnify the Church ; he had enriched it beyond what
had been done before his days, with the lively confi-
dence that thereby he was increasing its power of
doing good, of advancing civilization, and elevating
the character and morals of the people. And so
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