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of a grave priest chosen umpire : at last is forced by letters from his
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THE

CHURCH HISTORY OF BRITAIN.
BOOK IX.

SECTION 1V,
THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY.

TO MR. JAMES BOVEY, OF LONDON, MERCHANT.

Oxe (if not the only) good which our Civil War hath
produced, is, that, on the ransacking of studies, many
manuscripts, which otherwise would have remained con-
cealed, and useful only for private persons, have been
printed for the public benefit; amongst which, some
glay suspect the following letter of archbishop Grindal to

e one.

But, to clear that scruple, I must avow, that a reve-
rend person * was proprietary of an authentic copy
thereof before the thing prunDER was owned in Eng-
land ; and may, I shall well hope, notwithstanding his
gray hairs, remain so, after it is disclaimed.

1. A Petition, in the Name of the whole Convocation, for the Resti-
tution of Archbishop Grindal. 23 Elizabeth. A4.D. 1580.

Kn~ow that a Parliament and Convocation being this year called,
the latter appeared rather a trunk than a body, because Edmund
Grindal, archbishop of Canterbury, groaning under the queen’s dis-
pleasure, was forbidden access to the Convocation. Whereupon, it
began sadly, (not to say sullenly,) without the solemnity of a ser-
mon, asbruptly entering on the small business they had to do.
Some hotspurs therein motioned, that they should refuse to meet

® Dr. James Usher, archbishop of Armagh,
B 2
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together till their company were completed, and the archbishop
restored unto them. But the gravity of the rest soon retrenched
this distemper ; and at last all agreed that Toby Matthew, dean of
Christ-Church, commanding a pure and fluent pen, should, in the
name of the Convocation, draw a humble supplication to her Majesty
for the restitution of the archbishop to his place, which was done
according to the tenor following :—

Serenissime ac potentmamw regine Elizabethow, Anglics,
Franciw, et Hiberniw regines, fidei defensatrics, &c.— Etsi majesta-
tem regiam sive verbo, sive scripto, interpellare (‘serenissima princeps
Elizabetha) non decere nisi rarids, non licere nisi gravioribus de
causis, arbitramur ; tamen cim pracipiat apostolus, ut, dum tem-
pus habeamus, benefacimus omnibus, maxime verd domesticis fides,
committere nullo modo possumus quin illud hoc tempore a tud celsitate
humiliter contendamus, quod nobis ad petendum utile et necessarium
toti ecclesice et reipublicas ad obtinendum salutare et fructuosum, tua
deniqus majestati ad concedendum, perfacile et konorificum sit futu-
rum. Quanquam igitur acerbissimé dolemus et contristamur, reve
rendissimum patrem Cantuariensem archiepiscopum, post tot annos,
in tantam tamque diuturnam majestatis tuw offensionem incidisse ;
tamen valdeé vehementer speramus, nos veniam adepturos, si pro uno
multi, pro archiepiscopo episcopi, pro tanto prasule tot ministrs,
serio et suppliciter intercedamus. Quod st deprecantium authoritas
in petitione valeret, haec causa jamdudum a nobilibus viris ; i volun-
tas, ab amicissimis ; si experientia, a prudentissimis; si religio, a
reverendissimis ; 8 multitudo, a plurimis : sic ut nostra partes nulle
nunc aliw videantur, quim ut orationem cum illorum rationibus,
nostras preoes cum tlorum petitionibus supplicissimé ac demississimeé
conjungamus.

Ut enim Cesar Octavius jucundissimus propterea fuisse seribitur,
quod apud eum, quoties quisque toluit, dizst, et quod voluit, dum
humiliter ; sic ex infinitis illis virtutibus, quibus regium tuum
pectus abundé cumulatur, viz ulla vel majestats tuee honorificentior,
vel in populum tuum gratiosior existit, qudm in admittendis homs-
nibus facilitas, in causis audiendis lenitas, prudentia in secornendss,
in satisfaciendis pietas et clementia. Nikil est enim tam populare
qudm bonitas ; atque principes ad prapotentem Deum nullé re pro-
pins accedunt, quam offensionibus deponendsis, et obliviscendis tnfuriis,
non dicimus SEPTIES, SED SEPTUAGIES SKPTIES. Nam st decem
millia talentorum dimittantur nobis, nonne nos fratribus, consereis,
subditis, centum denarios condonabimus? Liceat enim nobis tlud
Christi praceptum ad tstud institutum, bondi tud cum pace, accom-
modare. Prasertim cam hortetur apostolus, ut mansuetudo nosira
neta sit omnibug; Christusque jubeat, ut misericordes simus sicut
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Pater noster Caléstis misericors est. Vinum in vulnus infundere salu-
tare est, et salutarius oleum ; Christus utrumque adhibuit. Judi-.
cium cantare, domino jucundum est, ac jucundius misericordiam ;
David utrumque perfecit. Gratiosa est in omnibus hominibus cle-
mentia, in proceribus gratiosior, in principe vers gratiosissima.
Gloriosa est regi mansuetudo, regina gloriosior, virgins verd glorio-
sissima : & non semper, at smpius; si non in omnes, at tn pios ;
i non tn vulgus, at in magistratus, at in ministros, at in eum qui,
¢n tam sublimi loco constitutus, magni apud nos authoritate, magnd
apud alios existimations, summa in sacratissimam tuam majestatem
Side et observantid pravditus ; wt non swpeé in vitd deliquisse, sed
-semel tantdm in vitd displicuisse videatur, idque non tam prafractd
voluntate, quam tenerd conscientié, cujus tantam esse vim, magns
authores, et optimi quique viri scripserunt, ut quicquid, ed vel
reclamants, vel errante, vel hawsitante, fiat, non leve peccatum esse
statuerint. Ac ut, quod verum est, ingenué et humiliter attenda-
mus ; et tllud omnium quod unum agitur, vel necessario silentio,
vel voluntarid oblsctatione obruamus. 8i laudabile est, vitam non
modo ab omni orimine, sed suspicione oriminis, liboram traduxisss,
traduxit ; si honestum, religionem ab omni non modo papisticd cor-
ruptell, sed a schismaticd pravitate, sntegram comservare, conser-
varit; si Christianum, non modo propter justitiam persecutionem
passum esse, sed per carteras nationes propter evangelium oberrasse
et passus est, et oberravit,

Qua cim ita sint, regina clementissima, omnes has nostra voces ad
celsitudinem tuam profecte, hoc unum demississime et, quam fiers
potest, subjectissimé comprecantur, idgque per singularem nature
tua bonitatem, per ante-actm tua vitm consustudinem, per pistatem
regiam in subditos, per charitatem Christianam in inimicos, perque
eam, qud reliquos omnes et privatos et principes excellis, lenitatem ;
ut velis majestatem tuam mansuetudine, justitiam misericordid,
iram placabilitdte, offensionem indulgentid mitigare ; et archiepis-
copum merore fractum et debilitatum, non modo extollere jacentem,

sed ecclesiam tpsi, tpsum ecclesia, tuis civibus, suis fratribus, exteris .

nationtbus, denique piis omnibus tandem aliquando restituere. Quod
8i fecerit majestas tua, vel potins odm fecerit, (quod enim summe
cupimus, summé etiam sperare jucundum est,) non dubitamus quin
tlum reverendissimum patrem, supplicem et abjectum, non tam ad
pedes, quam ad nutus tuos perpetud sis kabitura. Ita celsitati tum
persancté pollicemur, nobis neque in ecclesi@ constituendd curam,
neque in religione propagandd studium, neque ¢n schismatibus tol-
lendts diligentiam, neque in koc beneficio preecipué recolendo memo-
riam, neque tn ferendo quas debemus gratias, gratam animi
benerolentiam wllo unquam tempore defuturam. - Dominus Jesus

» N
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majestatom tuam, ad reipublice tranquillitatem, ad ecclesia con-
servationem, ad suw veritatis amplificationem, omni fawlicitatis
genere diutissimé prosequatur.

This petition, though presented with all advantage, found no
other entertainment than delays, which ended in a final denial ; it
being daily suggested to the Qqueen, that Grindal was a great patron
of prophesyings, now set up in several parts of the land ; which, if
permitted to take place, would in fine prove the bane of the church
and commonwealth.

2. The Model and Method of Prophesying.

These prophesyings were pretended to be grounded on the apos-
tle’s precept : ¢ For, ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may
learn, and all be comforted,” 1 Cor. xiv. 31; but so, as to make *
it out, they were fain to make use-of human prudential additions,
modelling their prophesyings as followeth : —

(1.) The ministers of the same precinct, by their own appoint~
ment, (not strictly standing on the old division of deaneries,) met
at the principal place therein.

(2.) The junior divine went first into the pulpit, and for half an
hour, more or less, as he could with clearness contract his medita-
tions, treated upon a portion of scripture, formerly by a joint
agreement assigned unto him. After him, four or five more,
observing their seniority, successively dilated on the same text.

(3.) At last a grave divine, appointed on purpose, as father of
the Act, made the closing sermon, somewhat larger than the rest,
praising the pains and performance of such who best deserved it ;
meekly and mildly reproving the mistakes and failings of such of
those, if any were found in their sermons. Then all was ended as
it was begun, with a solemn prayer; and, at a public refection of
those ministers together, (with many of the gentry repairing unto
them,) the next time of ‘their meeting was appointed, text assigned,
preachers deputed, a new moderator elected, or the old one conti-
nued ; and so all were dissolved.

This exercise proved, though often long, seldom tedious; and
people’s attentions, though travelling far, were little tired, becsuse
entertained with much variety.

3. The Inconveniences of Prophesyings detected or suspected.

However, some inconveniences were seen, and more foreseen, by
wise (or, at least, suspected by fearful) men, if these prophecies
might generally take place in the land.

* See the ¢ Appeal of injured Innocence,’” p. 512.—Ep1x.
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(1.) Many modest ministers, and those profitable preachers in
their private parishes, were loath to appear in this public way;
which made them undeservedly slighted and neglected by others.

(2.) Many young men, of more boldness than learning, readi-
ness than solidity, carried away the credit, to the great dishearten-
ing of those of more age and ability.

(3.) This consort of preachers kept not always time and tune
amongst themselves, much jarring of personal reflections often dis-
turbing their harmony.

(4.) Many would make impertinent excursions from their text,
to inveigh against the present discipline and government of the
church ; such preachers being more plausible to the people, gene-
rally best pleased with them who manifest their displeasure against
the present authority.

(6.) A wise person was often wanting to moderate the modera-
tor, partially passing his censures rather according to affection than

judgment.

(6.) People factiously cried up, some one minister, some another,
to the disgrace of God’s ordinance.

(7.) These prophesyings, being accounted the fairs for spiritual
merchandises, made the weekly markets for the same holy commo-

dities, on the Lord’s day, to be less respected, and ministers to be
neglected in their respective parishes.

(8.) In a word, the queen was so perfectly prepossesed with pre-
Jjudice against these prophesyings, (as if they foretold the rise of
schism and faction,) that she was implacably incensed against arch-
bishop Grindal, as the principal patron and promoter thereof.

However, the good archbishop, to vindicate himself and state the
usefulness of these prophesyings, wrote a large letter to the queen ;
and" although we cannot exactly tell the just time thereof,* yet,
knowing it will be welcome to the pious reader at any time, here we
present the true copy thereof.

4. The most remarkabls Letter of Archbishop Grindal, in Defonce
of Prophecies and Church-jurisdiction.

“ With most humble remembrance of bounden duty to your
Majesty. It may please the same to be advertised, that the speeches
which it pleased you to deliver unto me when I last attended on
your Highness, concerning the abridging the number of preachers,
and the utter subversion of all learned exercises and conferences
amongst the ministers of the church, allowed by the bishops and
ordinaries, have exceedingly dismayed and discomforted me ; not so

'To'hodaymdmonﬂl,bdngwnﬂdmﬂhbm&e,,m.
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much for that the said speeches sonnded very hardly against my
own person, being but one particular man, and not so much to be
accounted of ; but, most of all, for that the samie might tend to the
public harm of God’s church, (whereof your Majesty by office ought
to be nutricia,) and also the heavy burden of your conscience
before God, if they should be put to strict execution. It was not
your Majesty’s pleasure then (the time not serving thereto) to hear
me at any length concerning the said two matters then expounded.
I thought it therefore my duty, by writing, to declare some part of
my mind unto your Highness, beseeching the same with patience
to read over this which I now send written, with my own rude,
scribbling hand, which seemeth indeed to be of more length than
it is: for I say with Ambrose, ad Valontinianum Imperatorem :
Soribo manu med quod sola legas.

¢¢ Madam, first of all, I must and will, durmg my life, confess that
there is no earthly creature to whom I am so much bounden as to
your Majesty, who (notwithstanding mine insufficiency, which com-
mendeth your grace the more) hath bestowed upon me so many and
so great benefits, as I could never hope for, much less deserve. I
do therefore, according to my bounden duty, with all thanksgiving,
bear towards your Majesty a most humble, thankful, and faithful
heart, and that knoweth He that knoweth all things. Neither do I
intend ever to offend your Majesty in any thing, unless, in the cause
of God or his church, by necessity of office and burden laid upon me,
and burden of conscience; I shall thereunto be enforced ; and in
these cases, which I trust in God shall never be urged upon me, if
I should use dissembling silence, I should very ill requite so many
your Majesty’s and so great benefits. For in’so doing, both you
might fall into peril towards God, and I myself into endless dam-
nation. The prophet Ezekiel termeth us ministers of the chirch
apeculalora, and not adulatores. If we, therefore, see the sword
commg by reason of any offence towards God, we must of necessity
give warning, else the blood of those that perish will be required
at our hands. I beseech your Majesty thus to think of me, that I
do not conceive any ill opinion of you, although I cannot assent
unto those two Articles then expounded. I do, with the rest of
all your good subjects, acknowledge that we have received, by your
government, many and most excellent benefits,—as, amongst others,
freedom of conscience, suppression of idolatry, sincere preaching of
the gospel, with public peace and tranquillity.

I am also persuaded, that ever, in these matters which you seem
to urge, your meaning and zeal is for the best. The like hath hap-
pened to many of the best princes that ever were, yet have [they] not
refused afterwards to be better informed, and instructed out of God's
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word. King David, so much commeunded in the scriptures, had no evil
meaning when he commanded the people to be numbered ; he thought
it good policy, in so doing, to understand what forces he had in
store to employ against God’s enemies, if occasion so required. Yet
afterwards, saith the scripture, his own heart struck him, and God,
by the prophet Gad, reprehended him for his offence ; and gave him,
for the same, choice of three hard penances,—that is to say, famine,
war, and pestilence. Good king Hezekiah, of courtesy and good
affection, showed to the ambassadors of the king of Babylon the trea-
sures of the house of God, and of his own house; and yet the pro-
phet Isaiah told him that God was therewith displeased. The
godly king Jehoshaphat, making league with his neighbour king
Ahab, and of like good meaning, no doubt, was likewise reprehended
by Jehu the prophet in this form of words : Impio prabes auzilium,
6t iis qui oderunt Dominum amicitid jungeris. Ambrose, writing
to Theodosius the emperor, useth these words : Novt pietatem tuam
erga Deum, lenitatem in homines, oblectatus sum beneficiis tuss,
&c. And yet, for all that, the said Ambrose doth not forbear in
the same epistle to persuade the said emperor to revoke an ungodly
edict, wherein he had commanded a godly bishop to re-edify a
Jewish synagogue pulled down by the Christian people.

“ And so, to come to the present case, I may very well use to
your Highness the words of Ambrose above written, Novi pietatem,
&c. But surely I cannot marvel enough how this strange opinion
should once enter into your mind,—that it should be good for the
church to have few preachers. Alas, madam, is the scripture more
plain in any thing, than that the gospel of Christ should be plenti-
fully preached ? and that plenty of labourers should be sent into the
Lord’s harvest, which, being great and large, standeth in need, not
of a few but of many workmen ? There was appointed to the build-
ing of Solomon’s material temple artificers and labourers, besides
three thousand overseers; and shall we think that a few preachers
may suffice to the building and edifying of the spiritual temple of
Christ, which is his church ? Christ, when he sent forth his disciples
and apostles, said unto them, Ite, pradicate Evangelium omni crea-
tura ; but all God’s creatures cannot be instructed in the gospel,
unless all possible means be used to have multitudes of preachers
and teachers to preach unto them. Sermo Christi inkabitet in vobis
opulenter, saith 8t. Paul, Colossians iii. 16 ; and 2 Timothy iv. 2:
Pradica sermonem, insta tempestivé intempestivé, argue, inorepa, ax-
hortare, &c. ; which thing cannot be done without often and much
teaching and preaching. To this agreeth the practice of Christ’s apos-
tles : Qui constitusbant per singulas ecclesias prabyteros,Acts xiv. 23.
$t. Paul likowise writeth to Titus, i. 5: Hujus rei gratid, (reliqus
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te in Oretd, ut quae desunt pergas corrigere, et constituas oppidatim
presbyteros. And afterwards describes how the same presbytery
were to be qualified, not such as we are compelled to admit for mere
necessity, unless we should have a great many of churches utterly
desolate ; but such, indeed, as were able to exhort, per suam doctri-
nam, et contradicentes convincere. And in this place, I beseech
your Majesty to note one thing necessary to be noted, which is this :
If the Holy Ghost prescribeth expressly that preachers should be
placed oppidatim, how can it then well be thought that three or
four preachers may suffice for a shire ?

¢« Public and continual preaching of God’s word is the ordinary
means and instrument of the salvation of mankind. St. Paul calleth
it ¢ the ministry of reconciliation’ of man unto God. By the preach-
ing of God's word, the glory of God is increased and enlarged, faith
nourished, and charity increased. - By it the ignorant are instructed,
the negligent exhorted and incited, the stubborn rebuked, the weak
conscience comforted, and to all those that sin of malicious wicked-
ness the wrath of God is threatened. By preaching, also, due
obedience to God and Christian princes and magistrates js planted
in the hearts of subjects: for obedience proceedeth of conscience,
conscience is grounded upon the word of God, and the word of God
worketh his effect by preaching ; so as generally, where preaching
wanteth, obedience faileth.

“ No prince ever had more lively experience hereof than your
Majesty hath had in your time, and may have daily. If your Ma-
jesty comes to the city of London, never so often, what gratulations,
what joy, what concourse of the people is there to be seen ! Yea,
what acclamations and prayers to God for your long life, and other
manifest significations, are there to be heard of inward and unfeigned
love, joined with most humble and hearty obedience, are there to be
heard ! Whereof cometh this, madam, but of the continual preach-
ing of God’s word in that city ? whereby that people hath been plenti-
fully instructed in their duty towards God and your Majesty. On the
contrary, what bred the rebellion in the north? Was it not papistry
and ignorance of God’s word, through want of often preaching in the
time of that rebelling? Were not all men of all states, that made pro-
fession of the gospel, most ready to offer their lives for your defence ?
Insomuch that one poor parish in Yorkshire, which, by continual
preaching, bath been better instructed than the rest, (Halifax, I
mean,) was ready to bring three or four thousand able men into the
field, to serve you against the said rebels. How can your Majesty
have a more lively trial and experience of the effects of much preach-
ing, or little or no preaching ? The one worketh most faithful obe-
dience, the other working most unnatural disobedience and rebellion.
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¢ But it is thought that many are admitted to preach, and
few able to do it well. That unable preachers be removed, is
very requisite, if ability and sufficiency may be rightly weighed and
judged ; and therein I trust as much is and shall be done as can
be. For, both I for my own part, (let it be spoken without any
ostentation,) I am very careful in allowing of such preachers only .
as be able both for their knowledge in the scriptures, and also for
testimony of their godly life and conversation ; and, beside that,
I have given very great charge to the rest of my brethren, the
bishops of this province, to do the like. We admitted no man to
the office of preaching, that either professeth papistry or puritanism.
The graduates of the universities are only admitted to be preachers ;
unless it be some few, who have excellent gifts of knowledge in
the scriptures, joined with good utterance and godly persuasions.
I myself procured above forty learned preachers and graduates
within less than these six years, to be placed within the diocess of
York, beside those I found there ; and there I left them : the fruits
of whose travail in preaching your Majesty-is like to reap daily, by
most assured dutiful obedience of your subjects in those parts.

¢ But, indeed, this age judgeth hardly, and nothing indifferently,
of the ability of preachers of our time, judging few or none to be
able in their opinion; which bard judgment groweth upon divers
ill dispositions of men. St. Paul doth command the preaching of
Christ crucified [ to] be absque eminontid sermonis ; but, in our time,
many have so delicate ears, that no preaching can satisfy them unless
it be sauced with much sweetness and exornation of speech ; which
the same apostle utterly condemneth, and giveth this reason, Ne
evacueatur crux Christi.

¢ Some there be also, that are mislikers of the godly Reformation
in religion now established ; wishing, indeed, that there were no
ppreachers at all ; and so, by depraving of ministers, impugn religion,
non aperto Marte, sed in ouniculis; much like to the popish
bishops in your father’s time, who would have had the English
translation of the Bible called-in, as evil-translated, and the new
translation thereof to be committed to them, which they never
intended to perform.

¢ A number there is, and that exceeding great, whereof some are
altogether worldly-minded, and altogether bent covetously to gather
worldly goods and possessions, serving all carnal, vain, dissolute,
and lascivious life. Voluptatis amatores, magis quam Des ; et semeo~
tipeos dediderunt ad patrandum omnem immunditiom oum avidilate,
Eph. iv. 19. And because the preaching of God’s word (which
to all Christians’ consceince is sweet and delectable) to them,
having cauterizatas consoientiae, is bitter and grievous ; (for, as St. |
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Ambrose saith, super Psalmum cxix.: Quomodo possunt verba Dei
dulcia esso in faucibus tuss, in quibus est amaritudof) there they
wish also that there were no preachers at all ; but because they dare
not directly condemn the office of preaching, so expressly commanded
by God’s word, for that the same were open blasphemy; they turn
themselves altogether, and with the same meaning as others do, to
make exceptions against the persons of them that be admitted to
preach.

“ But God forbid, madam, that you should open your ears to
any of these wicked persuasions, or any way to diminish the preach-
ing of Christ’s gospel ; for that you would ruinate altogether at
length. Cum defecerit prophetia, dissipabitur populus, saith Solo-
mon, Proverbs xxix.18. Now, where it is thought that the reading
of godly Homilies, set forth by public authority, may suffice, (I
continue in the same mind I was [in] when I attended upon your
Majesty,) the reading of Homilies hath his commodities ; but it is
nothing comparable to the office of preaching. The godly preacher
is learned in the gospel.  Fidelis servus qui movit, who can apply
his speech to the diversity of times, places, and hearers, which can-
not be done in Homilies. Exhortations, reprehensions, and persua-
sions, are uttered with more affections to the moving of the hearers
in sermons, than in Homilies.

¢ Besides, Homilies were devised by godly bishops in your
brother’s days, only to supply necessity, by want of preachers;
and are, by the statute, not to be preferred, but to give place to
sermons, wheresoever they may be had, and were never thought in
themselves to contain alone sufficient instruction for the church of
England. For it was then found, (as it is found now,) that this
church of England hath been, by appropriations, and that not with-
out sacrilege, spoiled of the livings which at the first were appointed
to the office of preaching and teaching; which appropriations were
first annexed to abbeys, and after came to the Crown, and now are
disposed to private men’s possessions, without hope to reduce the
same to the original institution. So that at this day, in my opinion,
where one church is able to yield sufficient living to a learned
preacher, there are, at the least, seven churches unable to do the same,
where there be * souls, (the more is the pity !) there are not
seven pounds a-year reserved for the minister. In such parishes, as
it is not possible to place able preachers for want of convenient
stipend, if every flock might have a preaching pastor, which is
rather to be wished than hoped for, then were reading of Homilies

® The word not being easily legible, T Lave left a blank, (as sometimes before and
after,) preferring to refer the sense to the judicious reader's own conjecture, than to
jmpose my guess upon him.
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altogether unnecessary. But to supply that want of preaching
God’s word which is the food of the soul, growing upon the necessi-
ties before-mentioned, both in your brother’s time, and in your time
also, certain Homilies have been devised, that the people should
not altogether be destitute of instruction ; for it is an old proverb,
¢ Better a loaf than no bread.’

* Now, for the second point, which is concerning the learned
exercises and conferences amongst the ministers of the church: I
have consulted with divers of my brethren the bishops, who think of
[it] the same as I do,—a thing profitable to the church, and therefore
expedient to be continued : and I trust your Majesty will think the
like, when your Majesty shall have been informed of the matter
and order thereof, what authority it hath of the scriptures, what
commodity it bringeth with it, and what discommodities will follow.
if it be clean taken away.

¢ (1.) THE auTHORS of this exercise are the bishops of the diocess
where this same is used, who, by the law of Ged, and by the canons
and constitutions of the church now in force, have authority to
appoint exercise to their inferior ministers for increase of learning
and knowledge in the scriptures, as to them seemeth most expe-
dient, for that pertaineth ad disciplinam clericalem. THE TiME
appointed for this exercise is once in a month, or once in twenty or
fifteen days, at the discretion of the ordinary. The time of this
exercise is two hours ; the place, the church of the appointed
for the assembly. THE MATTER entreated of is as followeth :
Some text of scripture, before appointed to be spoken, is inter-
preted in this order: First. The occasion of the place is showed.
Secondly. The end. Thirdly. The proper sense of the place.
Fourthly. The property of the words, and those that be learned in
the tongues showing the diversity of interpretations. Fifthly.
Where the like phrases are used in scripture. Sixthly. Places of
scripture that seem to repugn are reconciled. Seventhly. The argu-
ments of the text are opened. Eighthly. It is declared what virtues
and vices are therein couched, and to which of the commandments
they do appertain. Ninthly. How the like hath been wrested by
the adversary, if occasion so require. Tenthly, and Lastly. What
doctrine of faith and manners the said text doth contain. The con-
clusion is with a prayer for your Majesty and all estates, (as is
appointed by the book of Common-Prayer,) and a Psalm.

“(2.) THEsE orDERS following are also observed by the said
exercise : First: Two or three of the gravest and best learned
pastors are appointed of the bishops to be Moderators in every
assembly. No man may speak unless he be first allowed by the
bishop ; with this proviso, that no layman be suffered to speak at
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any time. No controversy of this present time and state shall be
moved and dealt withal. If any attempt the contrary, he is put to
silence by the Moderator. None is suffered to glance openly or
covertly at persons public or private ; neither yet any one to confute
one another. If any man utter a wrong sense of scripture, he is
privately admonished thereof, and better instructed by the Mode-
rators and otheér his fellow-ministers. If any man use immoderate
speeches, or unreverend gesture or behaviour, or otherwise be sus-
pected in life, he is likewise admonished as aforesaid. If any man
do vilify or break these orders, he is presented to the bishop to be
corrected.
¢ (3.) TuE crouND of this or like exercise is of great and anci-
ent authority ; for Samuel did practise such like exercises in his time
at Naioth in Ramah, and Bethel, 1 Sam. x. 5—13; xix. 18—24.
So did Elizeus the prophet at Jericho, 2 Kings ii. 5—22; which
studious persons in those days were called filis prophetarum, ¢ the
disciples of the prophets,’ that, being exercised in the knowledge and
study of the scriptures,'they might be able men to serve in God’s
church as that time required. 8t. Paul also doth make express
mention, 1 Cor. xiv. 1—40, that the like in effect was used in the
primitive chutch, and giveth order for the same, that two or three
should speak, (by course, he meaneth,) and the rest shall keep silence.
That exercise in the church in those days St. Paul calleth prophstia,
and the speakers prophetas,—terms very odious in our days to some,
- because they are not rightly understood ; for, indeed, proplketia, in
that and like places of the same Paul, doth not (as it doth some-
times) signify prediction of things to come, (which thing, or which
gift, is not now ordinary in the church of God,) but signifieth thereby
the assent and consent of the scriptures. And, therefore, doth St.
Paul attribute unto these that be called propkete in that chapter,
doctrinam ad adificationem, exhortationem, et consolationem. This
gift of expounding and interpreting the Scriptures was, in St. Paul’s
time, given .unto many by a special miracle without study ; so was
also by miracle the gift to speak strange tongues which they had
never learned. But now, miracles ceasing, men must attain to the
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin tongues, &c., by travail and study : God
giveth the increase. So must men also attain by the like means to
the gifts of expounding and interpreting the scriptures; and,
amongst other helps, nothing is so necessary as these above-named
exercises and conferences amongst the ministers of the church ;
which in effect are all one with the exercises of students in
divinity in the universities, saving that the first is done in a tongue
understood, to the more edifying of the unlearned hearers.
¢ (4.) Howsoever report hath been made to your Majesty concern-
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ing these exercises, yet I and others of York, whose names are
noted as followeth,—(i.) Cantuariensis ; (ii.) London; (iii.) Winc.;
(iv.) Bathon.; (v.) Lichfield ; (vi.) Gloucester; (vii.) Lincoln; (viii.)
Chester ; (ix.) Exon.; (x.) Meneven. als. David’s ;—hereof as they
have testified unto me by their letters, have found by experience
that these PrROF1Ts and commodities following have ensued of them :
(i.) The ministers of the church are more skilful, and more ready
in the scriptures, and more apt to teach their flocks. (ii.) It with-
draweth them from idleness, wandering, gaming, &c. (iii.) Some,
afore suspected in doctrine, are brought to the knowledge of the
truth. (iv.) Ignorant ministers are driven to study, if not for con-
science, yet for shame and fear of discipline. (v.) The opinion of
laymen touching the ableness of the clergy is. hereby removed.
(vi.) Nothing by experience beateth down popery more than that.
(vii.) Ministers, as some of my brethren do confess, grow to such
knowledge by means of those exercises, that where afore were not
able ministers, not three, now are thirty able and meet to preach at
Paul’s Cross, and forty or fifty besides, able to instruct their own
cures : 80, as it is found by experience the best means to increase
knowledge in the simple, and to continue it in the learned, only
backward men in religion, and contemners of learning in the
countries abroad, do fret against it ; which, in truth, doth the more
commend it.

¢ (5.) The p1ssoLuTION of it would breed triumph to the adver-
sary, and great sorrow and grief to the favourers of religion, contrary
to the counsel of Ezekiel ; (xiii. 3—22;) who saith, Cor justé non est
contristandum ; and although some have abused this good and
necessary exercise, there is no reason that the malice of a few should
prejudice all. Abuses may be reformed, and that which is good
may remain. Neither is there any just cause of offences to be
taken, if divers men make divers senses of one sentence of scripture,
so that all the senses be good and agreeable to the analogy and pro-
portion of faith; for otherwise we must needs condemn all the
ancient fathers, and divers of the church, who most commonly
expound one and the same text of scripture diversely, and yet all
to the good of the church. And therefore doth Basil compare the
scriptures to a well, out of which the more a man draweth, the
better and sweeter is the water. I trust when your Majesty hath
considered and weighed the premisses, you will rest satisfied ; and
judge, that no such inconveniences can grow of such exercises as
these, as you have been informed, but rather the clean contrary.

¢ And, for my own part, because I am well assured by reasons,
and also by arguments taken out of the holy scriptures, by experi-
ence, the most certain seal of sure knowledge, that the said exercises
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for the interpretation and exposition of the scriptures, and for the
exhortation and comfort drawn out of the same, are both profitable
to increase knowledge amongst ministers, and tend to the edifying
of the hearers; I am enforced with all humility and yet plainly
to profess, that I cannot with rafe conscience, and without the
offence of the Majesty of God, give mine assent to the suppressing
of the said exercises; much less can I send out any injunction for
the utter and universal subversion of the ssme. I say with St.
Paul, ¢I have no power to destroy, but only to edify;’ and, with
the same apostle, ¢ I can do nothing -against tire truth, -but with the
truth.” If it be your Majesty’s pleasure, for this or any other cause,
to remove me out of this place, I will with all humility yield there-
unto, and render again unto your Majesty that which I have
received of the same. I consider with myself, quod terrendum est
incidere in manus Dei viventis. - 1 consider also, quéd qui facit
contra conscientiam (divinis in rebus) wmdificat ad gehennam.
And what shall I win if I gained (I will not say, a bishopric, but)
the whole world, and lose my own soul ? Bear with me, I beseech
you, madam, if I choose rather to offend your earthly Majesty,
than to offend the heavenly Majesty of God.

“ And now, being sorry that I have been so long and tedious to
your Majesty, I will draw to an end, most humbly praying the
same, that you would consider these short petitions following. The
First, that you would refer all these ecclesiastical matters which touch
religion, or the doctrine or discipline of the church, unto the
bishops and divines of the church of your realm, according to the
example of all Christian emperors and princes of all ages: for,
indeed, they are to be judged, as an ancient father writeth, in
ecclesid seu synodo, non in palatino. When your Majesty hath
questions of the laws of your realm, you do not decide the same in
your court or palace, but send them to your judges to be deter-
mined. Likewise, for the duties in matters in doctrine or discipline
of the church, the ordinary way is to defer the decision to the
bishops and other head ministers of the church. Ambrose to Theo-
dosius useth these words: 8¢ de causie pecuniariis comites tuos
consulis, quantd magis, in causi religionis, sacerdotes Domini cquum
est consulas! And likewise to the emperor Valentinian, Epist. 32:
8¢ de fide conferendum est, sacerdotum debet esse justa collatio ; sio
enim factum est Constantino auguste memorie princips, qui nullas
leges ante pramisit, sed liborum dedit judicium sacerdotis. And in
the same place, the same father saith, that Constantius the emperor,
son to Constantine the Great, began well, by reason he followed his
father's steps at the first, but ended ill, because he took upon him
difficile intra palatinum judicare, and thereby fell into Arianism,—
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a terrible example! The said Ambrose, g0 much commended in
all histories for a godly bishop, goeth further, and writeth {o the said
emperor in this form: 85 docemdus est opiscopus a laieo, quid
soquitur ¥ Laious orgo disputet, & episcopus audiat a laico. A
cerie, st vel Scripturarum seriem Divinarum, vel vetera tempora
retractemus, quis est qui abundal in causl fidei, inquam fidei, epis-
copos solere dg imperatoribus Christianis, nou imperatores de epise
ocopss judicare? Would God your Majesty would follow this ordi-
nary ! You sheuld procure to yourself much quietmess of mind,
and better please God, avoid many offences, snd the church should
be more peaceable and quietly governed, much to the comfort and
quietnesg of your realm.

¢t The second petition I have to make to your Majesty is this,—
that when you deal in matters of faith and religion, or matters that
touch the church of Christ, which is the spouse bought with so dear
8 price, you would not use to pronounce so resolutely and perempto-
rily, guasi ex authoritate, as you may do in civil and extern mat-
ters; but always remember, that, in God’s cause, the will of God,
and not the will of any earthly creature, is to take place. It is the
antichristian voice of the pope: Stic volo ; sic, jubeo ; stet pro
rations coluntas. In God's matters, all princes ought to bow their
sceptres to the Son of God, and to ask counsel at his mouth what
they ought to do. David exhorteth all kings and rulers to serve
God with fear and trembling. Remember, madam, that you are a
mortal creature. Look not only, as was said to Theodosius, upon
the purple and princely array wherewith you are apparclled, but
consider withal what it is that is covered therewith. Is it not flesh
and blood? Is it not dust and ashes? Is it not a corruptible
body, which must return to her earth again ? God knoweth how
soon! Must you not one day appear anfs tremendum tribunal
Crucifizi, wt recipias ibi prout gesseris in corpore, sive bonum sive
malum ? 2 Cor. v.10. And although you are a mighty prince, yet
remember that He that dwelleth in heaven is mightier, as the Psalm-
ist saith, Terribilis est Is qui aufert spiritum principum, terribilis
super omnes reges, Psalm Ixxvi. 12. Wherefore 1 beseech you,
madam, in visceribus Christi, when you deal in these religious
causes, set the Majesty of God before your eyes; laying all earthly
majesty aside, determine with yourself to abey his voice, and, with
all humility, say unto him, Non mea sed tua veluntas fiat !

¢ God hath blessed you with great felicity in your reign, now
many yesrs; beware you do not impute this esame to your .own
deserts or policy, but give God the glory; and, as to instruments
and means, impute your said felicity, First, to the goodness of the
cause which you set forth; I mean, Christ’s true religion ; and,

voL. 1II. c
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Secondly, to the sighs and groans of the godly in fervent prayer to
God for you, which have hitherto as it were tied and bound the
hands of God, that he could not pour out his plagues upon you and
your people, most justly deserved. Take heed that you never think
of declining from God, lest it be verified of you which is written of
Joash, 2 Chronicles xxvi. 16, who continued a prince of good and
godly government for many years together, and afterwards, oum
corroboratus esset, elevatum est cor ejus in interitum suum, et neg-
lexit Deum.* You have done many things well ; but unless you
persevere to the end, you cannot be blessed. For if you turn from
God, then will he turn his merciful countenance from you; and
what remaineth then to be looked for, but only a horrible expectation
of God’s judgment, and a heaping-up of God's wrath against the day
of wrath! But I trust in God your Majesty will always humble
yourself under his mighty hand, and go forward in the godly and
zealous setting-forth of God’s true religion ; always ‘yielding true
obedience and reverence to the word of God,—the only rule of faith
and religion. And if you so do, although God hath just cause
many ways to be angry with you and us for our unthankfulness, yet
T doubt nothing but, for his own name’s sake, he will still hold his
merciful hand over us, shield and protect us under the shadow of his
wings, as he hath hitherto done. I beseech God, our heavenly
Father, plentifully to pour his principal Spirit upon you, and always
direct your heart in his holy fear—Amen, amen.”

What could be written with more spirit and less animosity, more
humility and less dejection? I see, a lamb in his own—can be a
lion in God's and his church’s—cause.+ Say not, that orlttas and
senectus (the two things which made the man speak so boldly to the
tyrant) { only encouraged Grindal, in this his writing; whose
necessary boldness did arise, partly from confidence in the goodness
of the cause for which,—partly from the graciousness of the queen
to whom,—he made his address. But, alas ! all in vain. Leicester
had so filled her Majesty’s ears with complaints against him, there
‘was 1o room to receive his petition.

5. Lambeth-houss, Grindal’s Guilt.

Indeed, Leicester cast a covetous eye on Lambeth-house, alleging
as good arguments for his obtaining thereof as ever were urged by
Ahab for Naboth’s vineyard. Now, Grindal, though generally con-
demned for remissness in this kind, (parting with more from his see
than ever his successors thanked him for,) stoutly opposed the alien-
ating of this his principal palace, and made the Leicestrian party to

® This was recordedl concerning Uzziah, and not Joash.—EpiT. t See the
% Appeal of jnjured Jnnocence,” p. 518.— EniT, t PLUTARCH'S (‘¢ Morals.”
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malice him; but more hereof hereafter.* Mean time may the
reader take notice, that a great scholar and statesman,} and no
enemy to the hierarchy, in his worthy ¢ Considerations about
Church Government,” (tendered to king James,) conceiveth, that
such prophesyings which Grindal did favour might be so discreetly
cautioned and moderated, as to make them, without fear of faction,
profitable for advancing of learning and religion. But so jealous
were some bishops of that age of these prophesyings, (as having too
much presbyterian analogy and classical constitution therein,) they
decried the motion of them as schismatical.

6. The Death of Cope and Bullock. Popish Loousts swarm into
England.

I find no mortality of protestant worthies this year; but amongst
the catholics much moan for the death of Alan Cope, Harpsfield’s
great correspondent, and agent for those of his religion at Rome,
where he died, and was buried in the English College ; and George
Bullock, bred in St. John’s in Cambridge, and after lived in Ant-
werp, in the monastery of St. Michael’s.

Now began priests and Jesuits to flock faster into England than
ever before; having exchange of clothes, and names, and pro-
fessions. He who on Sunday was a priest or Jesuit, was, on Mon-
day, a merchant; on Tuesday, a soldier ; on Wednesday, a cour-
tier, &c. ; and, with the shears of equivocation, (constantly carried
about him,) he could cut himself into any shape he pleased. But,
under all their pew shapes, they retained their old nature; being
akin, in their turbulent spirits, to the wind pent in the subterranean
concavities, which will never be quiet, until it hath vented itself
with a state-quake of those countries wherein they abide. These
distilled traitorous principles into all people wheresoever they came,
and endeavoured to render them disaffected to her Majesty ; main-
taining, that she neither had nor ought to have any dominion over
her subjects, whilst she persisted in a heretical distance from the
church of Rome.

7. Necessary Severity of the Parliament against them. A.D.1581.

Hereupon the parliament, which now met at Westminster,
January 16th, was enforced, for the security of the state, to enact
severe laws against them : First. That it should be treason to draw
any from that faith established in England, to the Romish religion.
Secondly. That it should be treason to be reconciled to the Romish
religion. Thirdly. That to maintain or conceal any such person
longer than twenty days, should be misprision of treason. Fourthly.

# In Grindal's charecter at his death. A.p. 1588, p. 59. 1 8ix Exaxcis Bacox,
' c?2
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That saying mass should be two hundred marks’ penalty, and one
year's imprisonment. Fifthly. Hearing mass should be one hun-
dred markes’ penalty, and one year’s imprisonment. Sixthly.
Abeence from the church one month, finable at twenty pounds.
Seventhly. All they shall be imprisoned who will not or cannot pay
the forfeiture. Eighthly. It was provided, that such should pay
ten pounds a-month, who kept a schoolmaster in their house, who
repaireth not to church. Where, by the way, we may mention,
that some since conceive themselves to have discovered a defect in
this law, because no order is taken therein against popish school-
mistresses. And although schoolmaster may seem of the common
gender, and inclusive of both sexes ; yet, by the letter of the law,
all she-teachers (who did mischief to little children) evaded the
punishment. Thus, when authority hath carefully shut all doors
and windows imaginable, somelittle offenders will creep through the
crannies thereof.

8, 9. Many against Money-Mulots for Conscience. Others conceive
’ the Proportion of the F'ine unconsoionable.

When sovereigns have made laws, subjects sometimes take the
boldness to sit in judgment upon them ; to commend them for just,
or condemn them for cruel ; as here it came to pass. Some (and
those far enough from all popery) misliked the fmposing of money-
mulcts on men’s consciences. If the mass were lawful, let it freely
be permitted ; if unlawful, let it wholly be prohibited. It isa sad
case to make men pay dear for their damnation, and so sell them s
license to do that which the receivers of their money conceive to be
unlawful. It is part of the character of the whore of Babylon, (which
protestants generally apply to Rome,) that she traded, or made &
mart of the souls of men, Rev. xviii. 13 ; as this was little better.

Others, not disliking a pecuniary penalty, yet conceived the pro-
portion thereof unreasonable. Twenty pounds a-month! a vast
sum, (especially as exacted by lunary months, consisting of twenty-
eight days, and so making thirteen months in the year,) enough to
shatter the containment of a rich man’s estate. They commended
the moderation of the former statute, which required twelve-peace
a-Sunday of all such as could not give a reasonable excuse of their
absence from church. That did smart, yet did not fetch blood;
at the worst, did not break bones. Whereas now twenty pounds
a-month, paid severally by every recusant for himself, and as much
for his wife, (who, though one flesh in divinity, yet are two per-
sons in law,) held so heavy as to cripple their estates. And as the
rich hereby were almost undone, so the poor papists, who also had
‘souls to save, passed wholly unpunished, psying mothing, because



24 suizaserH. BOOK IX. CENT. XVI. P

unable to pay all the penalty. And, although imprisonment was
imposed by law on persons not solvable, yet officers were unwilling
to cast them into gaol, where they might lie, and fill the gaols and
rot, without hopes of enlargement.

10. Arguments pro and con, whether Jesuits are to be put to
Death.

Larger were the debates, both then and since, in discourse and
writing, about the capital punishmeat, in taking away the lives of
Jesuits : some being zealous for the vigorous execution of those
laws, and others as earnest for the confining only of Jesuits close
prisoners during their life; conceiving it conducing most to the

tranquillity of the kingdom. But see their reasons :—

(1.) It is safest for England
with vigour and rigour to inspirit
the laws, and put Jesuits to
death.  Their breath is con-
tagious to English air, whose
appearance in any protestant
state is as sure a presage, as
the playing of porpoises above
water, that foul weather is to
follow therein.

(2.) It would render the repu-
tation of our state lighter in the
balance of the best friends there-
of, if it should enact severe laws
against offenders, and then hang
those laws up, (like forfeits in a
barber’s shop,) only to be looked
on and laughed at, as never put
in execution. What was this
but to make the sword of justice
(which ought always to be kept
keen and sharp) but to be like
fencers’ swords, when they play
in jest-earnest, having the edge
dunted, [dinted,] and the point
buttoned up ? Might not felons
and murderers, even with some
Jjustice, promise much mercy unto
themselves, (whose offences are
terminated in spoiling or killing

(1.) It is safest for England
to keep Jesuits in perpetual du-
rance, without taking away their
lives. All sinners are not devils,
and all devils are not Beelzebubs.
Some priests and Jesuits are of
a milder temper, and better me-
talled, who by moderation' may
be melted into amendment.

(2.) The point and edge of
the sword, of justice (understand,
the law itself) may remain as
sharp as it was before; only the
arm may aod ought to strike
with less strength, and use more
moderation, in ioflicting such
severe punishments. The most

. wholesome laws would be poison,

(justice, hot in the fourth de-
gree, is cruelty,) if enforced at
all times, and on all persons, to
the utmost extremity. " Let the
law stand unrepealed, only some
mitigation be used in the execu-
tion thereof.
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of particular persons,) if priests
and Jesuits, public incendiaries
of the state, have such mercy
indulged unto them ?

(3.) Favour in this kind in-
dulged to Jesuits would be gene-
rally misinterpreted to proceed,
not from her Majesty’s pity, but
either from her fearfulness, as
not daring longer to enrage the
popish party ; or from her guilti-
ness, who, out of remorse of
conscience, could not find in her
heart to execute such cruel laws
as she had enacted. ’

(4.) This, in all probability,
will be the most effectual course
to extirpate Jesuitism out of the
land. For, their superiors beyond
the seas, seeing all such as they
send hither impartially cut off by
the band of justice, will either
out of pity forbear, for the fu-
ture, to thrust more men into the
jaws of death; or else such sub-
ject Jesuite out of policy will
refuse to be sent by them on
unavoidable destryction.

CHURCH HISTORY OF BRITAIN,
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(3.) Princes ought not to be
affrighted from doing what is good
and honoursble in itself, with
the scarecrows of people’s mis-
interpretations thereof. If such
misconstructions of her Majesty’s
mercy be taken up wilfully, let
such persons bear the blame and

‘shame of their voluntary and af-

fected errors. If they be only

.ignorant mistakes of ingenuous

persons, time will rectify their
judgments, and beget in them s
better opinion of her Majesty’s
proceedings. However, better it
is that the queen’s lenity should
hazard such misconstructions
thereof, than that otherwise she
should be certainly censured for
cruelty, and the state taxed as
desirous to grow fat by sucking
the blood of catholics.

(4.) It will rather be the way
to continue and increase the same.
The blood of martyrs, whether
real or reputed, is the seed of
that church (true or false) in
maintenance whereof they lose
their lives. 'We know, clamour-
ousness and multitude do much
in crying up matters; and herein
the papists (at home and beyond
the seas) will play their parts, to
roar out such men for martyrs.
A succession of Jesuits to be sent
over will never fail, seeing that
service amongst erroneous judg-
ments will never want volunteers,
where merit of heaven is the be~
lieved wages-thereof.
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(5.) The dead do not bite;
and, being despatched out of the
way, are forgotten.
Jesuits be only condemned to
perpetual durance, their perty
abroad will be restless in plotting
and practising their brethren’s
enlargement. It is safer, there-
fore, to take away subjectum oo-
natds, “the subject and object
of their endeavours,” by ridding
them quite out of the way, that
their complices may despair to
relieve them. For, though pri-
soners may be rescued with much
might, dead men cannot be re-
vived without miracle,

(6.) No precedent could ever
yet be produced of any priest or
Jesuit, who was converted with
imprisonment. It is therefore
but just, that they who will not
be mended with the gaol should
be ended with the gallows,

(7.) The rather, because no
Jesuit is put to death for his re-
ligion, but rebellion. They are
never examined on any article of
their faith, nor are their con-
sciences burdened with any inter-
rogatories touching their belief ;
but only practices against the
state are charged upon them,
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(5.) The greater rage moveth
to the greater revenge, and the

Whereas if greater apprehended injury caus-

eth the greater rage. It will ra-
ther sharpen the edge of popish
zeal, more earnestly to revenge
their deaths, than to rescue them
from durance. '

(6.) Though the instance can-
not be given of any priest or Je-
suit, who hath totally renounced
his religion, yet some have been
made semi-converts, so far as to
disclaim the treacherous part and
principles thereof. This is most
visible in the secular priests ; the
queen’s lenity so working on many
of them, that, both in writing and
preaching, they have detested and
confuted all such traitorous prac-
tices, as against the laws of God.

(7.) The death of Jesuits in
such cases may fitly be styled,
¢ the child of their rebellion,” but
“the grandchild of their reli-
gion ;” which is removed but a
degree farther. For their obedi-
ence to their superiors putteth
them on the propagation of their
religion, and by all means to en-
deavour the same ; which causeth
them, out of an erroneous consci-
ence, to do that which rendereth
them offenders to our state.

" Now, in all ages, such as haye
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suffered for their consciences, not
only immediately and in a direct
Jine, but also at the second hand
and by implication,—receive pity
from all such as behold their
sufferings, (whether as a debt
due, or as an alms given unto
them, let others dispute,) and
therefore such putting of Jesuits
unto death, will but procure unto
them a general commiseration.

"These, and many other reasons, too many and tedious to be here
inserted, were brought,- and bandied on both sides, every one een-
suring as they stood affected. '

11, 12. The Ezecution of this Law moderated. Worst of Offendere
escape best.

In the execution of these laws against Jesuits, queen Elizabeth
embraced a middle and moderate way. Indeed, when a new rod is
made, some must be whipped therewith, though it be but in terro-
rem of others. When these statutes were first in the state or magis~
" teriality thereof, they were severely put in practice on such offenders
as they first lighted on, But some years after, the queen and her
judges grew remiss in the execution thereof. Witness the only con-
fining of many of them to Wisbeach Castle, where they fell out
amongst themselves. And in king James's days, this dormant law
against Jesuits only awakened, some once in four or five years, to
show the world that it was not dead; and then fairly fell asleep
again, being very sparingly put in execution against some notorious
offenders.

The worst was, the punishment happened heaviest on those who
were the least offenders. For, whereas the greatest guilt was in the
senders, all the penalty fell on the messengers; I mean, on such
novices who, sent hither at their supetiors’ commands, and who,
having lost their sight beyond the seas, (by blind obedience,) came
over to lose their lives in England. Now, Jesuitism is a weed,
whose leaves, spread into our land, may be cut off'; but the root
thereof is out of reach, as fixed in Rome, and other foreign parts.
For, in the mean time, their superiors, staying at Rome, ate, slept,
wrote, railed, complained of persecution ; making of faces, and they
themselves ctying out, ¢ O ! ™ whilst they thrust the hands of others
of their own religion into the fire,
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- 13, 14. The Acts of a silent Convocation. Query, on whom the
Law was first hanselled.

A loud parliament ia always attended with a silent Convocation ;
as here it came to pass. The activity of the former in church-
matters left the latter nothing to.do.* Only this account I can give
thereof out of our records: First. Archbishop Grindal appeared not
at all therein; age, blindness, and disgrace keeping the good father
at home. Secondly. John Aylmer, bishop of London, was appointed
his locum-tenens, or * deputy.” Thirdly. This Convocation began in
8t. Paul’s, January 17th, (where it continued without any removal,)
with reading the Litany owgari sermone, ¢ in the English tongue.”
Fourthly. The bishops commended three, (namely, Dr. Humfries,
dean of Winchester ; Dr. George + Day, dean of Windsor; and
Dr. Goodman, dean of Westminster,) to the inferior clergy, to choose
one of them for their Referendary or Prolocutor. Fifthly. Dr. Day
was elected, and presented for that office. Sixthly. Motion was
made of drawing-up some articles against the dangerous opinions of
s¢ the Family of Love,” a sect then much increasing ; but nothing
was effected. Seventhly. At several sessions they met, and prayed,
and conferred, and prorogued their meeting, and departed. Lastly.
The clergy granted a subsidy, (afterwards confirmed by the Parlia-
ment,) and so, March 25th, the Convocation was dissolved.

Now, can I not satisfy myself, on my strictest inquiry, what
Jesuit or priest had the first hansel of that severe statute made
against them. Indeed, I find a priest, Johu Pain by name, exe-
cuted at Chelmsford, March 31st, (which was but thirteen days
after the dissolution of the Parliament,) for certain speeches by
him uttered; but cannot avouch him for certainly tried on this
statute. More probable it is, that Thomas Ford, John Shert, and
Robert Johnson, priests, executed at London May 28th, were the
first-fruits of the state’s severity.

15. The Death of Bishop Berkeley.
No eminent clergyman protestant died this year, save Gilbert
Berkeley, bishop of Bath and Wells, May 8th ; who, as his arms

do attest, was allied to the ancient and honourable family of the
Berkeleys.

16—18. A Meating of the Presbytorians at Cookfidld. Another at
Cambridge. The Activity of the Presbyterians. A.D.1582.
The presbyterian party was not idle all this while, but appointed

a meeting at Cockfield, (Mr. Knewstubs's cure,) in Suffolk, where

¢ See the ¢ Appeal of injured Innocence,” p, 518.—Ep1T. t So called by mis-
take in Records; otherwise his name was William.
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three-score ministers of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridgeshire, met
together, ¢ to confer of the Common-Prayer Book, what might be
tolerated, and what necessary to be refused in every point of it,
—apparel, matter, form, days, fastings, injunctions,” &c. Matters
herein were carried with such secrecy, that we can see no light
thereof, but what only shineth through one crevice,—in a private
letter one thus expressing himself to his friend : * Concerning the
meeting, I hope all things were so proceeded in as yourself would
like of, as well for reverence to other brethren as for other matters.
I suppose, before this time, some of the company have told you
by word, for that was permitted unto you.” *

‘We are also at as great a loss, what was the result of their meet-
ing at the Commencement at Cambridge, July 2nd ; this being all
we find thereof in a letter of one to his private friend: * Concern-
ing the Commencement, I like well the motion, desiring it might so
come to pass, and that it be procured to be as general as might be ;
which may easily be brought to pass, if youat London shall so think
well of it, and we here may understand your mind, we will, we trust,
as we can, further it. Mr. Allen liketh well of the matter.” +

The year proved very active, especially in the practices of pres-
byterians, who now found so much favour, as almost amounted to a
connivance at their discipline. For, whilst the severity of the state
was at this time intended to the height against Jesuits, some lenity
of course, by the very rules of opposition, fell to the share of the
nonconformists, even on the score of their notorious enmity to the
Jesuitical party.

19. Beza’s Letter to Travers in the Behalf of Geneva.

The city of Geneva was at this time reduced to great difficulties
by the Savoyard, her potent adversary, and forced to purchase
peace on dear and bitter terms ; saving that extremity sweetens all
things, and her present condition was incapable of better conditions.
Hereupon Mr. Beza, the tongue and pen of that state to foreign
parts, addressed himself by letter to Mr. Walter Travers, whom I
may term the neck (allowing Mr. Cartwright for the head) of the
presbyterian party, the second in honour and esteem, then chaplain
to the lord treasurer; and of whom more hereafter. The tenor of
the letter is here inserted, subscribed by Bez's own hand, (and in
my possession,) which, though it be of foreign extraction, carries
much in it of English concernment.

Gratiam et pacem a Domino.—Si quoties tui et C. nostrs sum
recordatus, mi frater, toties ad te soripsissem, jampridem essos

* Mr. Pigg, in bis letter to Mr. Field, dated May 16th. 1 Idems; Wbidem,
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litoris meis obrutus. Nullus enim dies abit quin ds vobis vestrisque
rebus solicite cogitem, quod ita postulare non amioitia modo vetus
nostra, sed etiam rerum ipsarum de quibus laboratis magnitudo
videatur. ,

Sod cim in ea tempora nos incidisse viderem, quibus silore me
quam nobis scribere preestaret, silentium adhuc miki invitissimo
indizi. Nunc vero quum slum quorundam ardorem audiam per Dei
gratiam desoruisse, nolui hunc nostrum absque meis ad te literis
Dpervenire, quibus eundem esse me qusi fui testarer, ot abs te pets-
rem, ut me vicissim de rebus vestris certiorem facere ne graverss.
Sed et alia sese prabuit soribendi occasio ; hujus, videlicet, reipub-
licw mazimaw imo tanicw difficultates, ut, nisi aliunde sublevetur,
parea nobis admodum tuendw in consueto statu ecclesiae ac schola
spes supersit : quod ita esse vel ez o cognisses quod hare plane tn
vorecunda oonsilia capere cogamur. Nam concesses gquidem nobis
sunt per Dei gratiam alique induciz ; sed parim, ut apparet,
Sirma future, et tantis veluti redempta sumptibus ut in wris etiam
aliens veluti freto jactats non temoreé naufragium metuamus.

Amabo te sgitur, mi frater, &t precibus assiduis nos juvare perge,
et si quid pratored apud nonnullos authoritate vales, quantum nos
ames in Domino, quiounque honestd rations poteris, ostende. Soripsi
vero etiam ego vesiris plorisque proceribus, et episcoporum quoque
oollegium ausi sumus communibus literis hac de re compellare.
Verdm quod sit mearum litorarum pondus futurum vel ex eo con-
Jicio, quod cdm Ozoniensi Schola superiore vere meam sim obsere-
antiam, misso veneranda plane vetustatis Novi Testamenti Graco-
Latini codice, testatus, qui publicew bibliothecw conseoraretur, ne
literulam quidem snde accepi, ex qud meam hano voluntatem ipsis
non ingratam fuisse cognosoerem. Cujusmods etiam quiddam apud
unum et alterum ex prioribus vestris sum expertus. Sed Aoc,
quamso, inter nos dictum esto. Ego verd frustra etiam quidvis
tentare, quam offioio in Ranc rempub., ecclesiam, ac scholam deesse
tam necessario tempore malui. Bené vale, mi carissime frater. Do-
minus Jesus tibi magis ac magis, et omnibus ipsius gloriam serid
oupientibus, benedicat.

Tuus BEZA,
aliend jam manyu scpé uti coactus, sud ipsius vacillante.
GeNgve, Octobris,* 1582,

“GrAck and peace from the Lord.—If as often, dear brother, as
I have remembered thee and our Cartwright, so often I should have
written unto thee, long since you had been overwhelmed with my
letters. For there not passes a day wherein I do not carefully

® The Sigure of the day not legible.
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think both of you and your matters; which not only our ancient
friendship, but also the greatness of those affairs wherein you take
pains, seemeth so to require. But seeing, I perceive, we are fallen
into those times wherein my silence may be safer for you than my
writing, I have, though most unwillingly, commanded myself silence
hitherto. But now seeing that I hear, that the heat of some men
by God’s grace is abated, I would not have this my friend come to
you without my letters, that I may testify myself still the same
unto you what formerly I was, and that I may request of you not to
think much at his return to certify me of your affairs. Also another
occasion of writing offereth itself, namely, the great straits of this
commonwealth ; yea, so great, that, except it be relieved from other
parts, very small hope remaineth unto us to maintain the church
and university in the former state thereof. That these things are
#0, you may know from hence,—that we are forced to adventure on
these bold and unmannerly courses for our support. For by God's
grace a kind of peace is granted unto us; but, as it seems, not
likely to last long, and that also purchased at so great a price, that,
tossed as it were in the sea of a great debt, we have grent cause to
fear shipwreck therein.

%I beseech thee therefore, my brother, both proceed to help us
with thy daily prayers; and besides, if you have any power to pre-
vail with some persons, show us, by what honest means you may, how
much you love us in the Lord. I also have written to most of your
noblemen, and we have been bold with our public letters to acquaint
your college of bishops of this matter : but what weight my letters
are likely to bear, I can guess by this,—that, when last spring I
testified my respects to the University of Oxford, by sending them
8 New Testament Greek and Latin, truly of venerable antiquity,
which should be kept in their public library, I did not so much as
receive the least letter from them, Whereby I might know that this
my good-will was acceptable to them. And some such requital also
I have found from one or two of your noblemen ; but this I pray let
it be spoken between us alone. For my part, I had rather try any
thing, though in vain, than to be wanting in my duty to this state,
church, and university, especially in so necessary a juncture of
time. Farewell, my dear brother ; the Lord Jesus every day more
and more bless thee, and all that earnestly desire his glory.

¢ Thine, BEZA,
« Often using another man’s hand, because of the
shaking of my own.

“GENEVA, October, 1582.”

‘We must not let so eminent a letter pass without some observa-
tions upon it. See we here the secret sympathy betwixt England
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and Geneva, about discipline ; Geneva helping England with her
prayers, England aiding Geneva with her purse.

20. Genova’s Suit was coldly resented.

By ¢the college of bishops™ here mentioned by Beza, we under-
stand them assembled in the last Convocation. Wonder not that
Geneva’s wants found no more pity from the episcopal party, seeing
all those bishops were dead who, formerly exiles in the Marian days,
had found favour and relief in Geneva; and now a new generation
arose, having as little affection as obligation to that government.
But, however it fared with Geneva at this time, sure I am that, some
years after,® preferring her petition to the prelacy, (though frequent
begging makes slender alms,) that commonwealth tasted largely of
their liberality.

21. Why the rigorous Pressing of Subscription was now remitted.

‘Whereas mention is made of ¢ the heat of some abated,” this
relateth to the matter of subscription, now not pressed so earnestly
as at the first institution thereof. This remissness may be imputed,
pertly to the nature of all laws: for, though knives (if of good
metal) grow sharper (because their edge thinner) by using ; yet laws
commonly are keenest at the first, and are blunted in process of time,
in their execution : partly it is to be ascribed to archbishop Grin-
dal’s age and impotency, who in his greatest strength did but weakly
urge conformity ; partly to the earl of Leicester's interposing him-
self patron-general to non-subscribers, being persuaded, as they say,
by Roger lord North, to undertake their protection.t

SECTION V.

TO DANIEL HARVEY, ESQUIRE, HIGH SHERIFF OF
SURREY.

I am sufficiently sensible of the great distance and
disproportion betwixt my meanness and your worth, as’
at all other times, so now especially, whilst you are a
prime officer in public employment. Despairing, there-
fore, that my pen can produce anything meet for your
entertainment, I have endeavoured in this Section to

® Vide annum 1602, parsg. 11, book x, sect. f. p. 168, t See the ¢ Appeal
of igjured Innoceace,” p. 507.—EmiT.  ° p
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accommodate you with company fittest for your con-
verse, being all no meaner than statesmen, and most
of them Privy Counsellors, in their several letters about
the grand business of conformity.

God in due time bless you and your honourable con-
sort with such issue as may be a comfort to you, and a
credit to all your relations !

1. A Form of Disoipline considered of by the Brethren in a solomn
Synod, with the several Decrees thereof.

VERY strongly Leicester, (though at the Council-table politicly
complying with the rest of the lords, and concurring always with their
results when sitting in conjunction with them,) when alone, engaged
his affections in favour of the nonconformists, and improved his
power, at this time very great, with the queen to obtain great liberty
for them. Hence it was that many bishops, active in pressing sub-
scription in their diocess, when repairing to court were checked
and snibbed by this great favourite, to their no small grief and dis-
couragement. Heartened thereat, the brethren, who hitherto had no
particular platform of discipline amongst themselves, (as universally
owned and practised by their party,) began, in a solemn council held
by them, (but whether at Cambridge or London, uncertain,) to con-
clude on a certain form, as followeth in these their decrees, faithfully
translated out of their own Latin copy. The title thereof, videlicet,

‘““THESE BE THE THINGS THAT (DO SEEM) MAY WELL STAND
WITH THE PEACE OF THE CHURCH.

“ Tae pecrREEs.—Let no man (though he be an university-
man) offer himself to the ministry, nor let any man take upon him
an uncertain and vague ministry, though it be offered unto him. But
such as be called to the ministry by some certain church, let them

“impart it unto that classis or conference whereof themselves are, or
else to some greater church-assembly : and if such shall be found fit
by them, then let them be commended by their letters unto the
bishop, that they may be ordained ministers by him. Those cere-
monies in the Book of Common-Prayer which, being taken from
popery, are in controversy, do seem that they ought to be omitted
and given over, if it may be done without danger of being put from
the ministry. But if there be any imminent danger to be deprived,
then this matter must be communicated with the classis in which
that church is; that by the judgment thereof it may be determined
what ought to be done. If subscription to the Articles of Religion
and to the Book of Common.Prayer shall be again urged, it is
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thought that the Book of Articles may be subscribed unto, accord-
ing to the statute thirteenth Elizabeth; that is, unto such of them
only as contain the sum of Christian faith, and doctrine of the sacra-
ments. But for many weighty causes, neither the rest of the Arti-
cles in that book, nor the Book of Common-Prayer, may be allowed ;
no, though a man should be deprived of his ministry for it. It
seemeth that churchwardens and collectors for the poor might thus
be turned into elders and into deacons, when they are to be chosen.
Let ‘the church have wamning, fifteen days before, of the time of
election, and of the ordinance of the realm; but especially of
Christ’s ordinance, touching appointing of watchmen and overseers in
his church, who are to foresee that none offence or scandal do arise
in the church ; and if any shall happen, that by them it may be duly
abolished. And touching deacons of both sorts, (‘videlicet, men
and women,) the church should be monished what is required by the
apostle, and that they are not to choose men of custom and of
course, or for their riches, but for their faith, zeal, and integrity ;
and that the church is to pray (in the mean time) to be so directed
that they make choice of them that be meet. Let the names of
such as are so chosen be published the next Lord’s day; and, after
that, their duties to the church, and the church’s towards them, shall
be declared. Then let them be received into the ministry to which
they are chosen, with the general prayers of the whole church. The
brethren are to be requested to ordain a distribution of all churches,
according to these rules (in that behalf) that are set down in the
synodical discipline, touching classical, provincial, comitial, or of
commencements and assemblies for the whole kingdom.

« The classes are to be required to keep acts of memorable mat-
ters, which they shall see delivered to the comitial assembly, that
from thence they may be brought by the provincial assembly : Also
they are to deal earnestly with patrons, to present fit men, whenso-
ever any church is fallen void in that classis. The comitial assem-
blies are to be monished to make collections for relief of the poor
and of scholars, but especially for relief of such ministers here as are
‘put out for not subscribing to the Articles, tendered by the bishops,
-also for relief of Scottish ministers and others ; and for other profit-
able and necessary uses. All the provincial synods must continu-
ally aforehand foresee, in due time, to appoint the keeping of their
next provincial synods; and for the sending of chosen persons, with
certain instructions, unto the national synod, to be holden whenso-
ever the parliament for the kingdom shall be called at some certain
set time every year.” *

¢ Under Mr. Wight's hand, (s man of the brotherhood,) cited by Bisnor Baxcrorr,
%is “ Dangerous Positions,’” p. 46,
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See we here the embryo of the presbyterian discipline, lying as
yet (as it were) in the womb of episcopacy ; though soon after it
swelled so great, that the mother must violently be cut before the
child could be delivered into the world, as to the public practice
thereof.

2. Several Observations on these Decrees.

Many observables in these decrees offer themselves to our con-
sideration.

(1.) That they were written in Latin, (whereof they had two
elegant penners, Cartwright and Travers,) showing themselves
no enemies to that tongue, which some ignorant sectaries after-
ward condemned for superstitious; counting every thing Romish
which was Roman, and very cordials to be poison if lapped-up in
Latin.

(2.) Probably, as artists hang a curtain before their works whilst
yet imperfect, so these synodists thought fit in Latin as yet to veil
their decrees from vulgar eyes; seeing nothing can be ptojected
end perfected together. Yea, the repetition of those words ‘ doth
seem,” and “it seemeth,” carrying something of uncertainty in
them, showeth these decrees as yet admitted but as probatxonm,
expecting confirmation on their good behaviour.

(3.) The election of the people is here made the essence of a call
to a pastoral charge, to which the presentation of the most undoubted
patron is called-in but ad corroborandum. As for institution from
the bishop, it was superadded, not to complete his mrinisterial func-
tion in point of conscience, but legally to enable the minister to
recover his maintenance from the detainers thereof.

(4.) Partial subscription is permitted to the Articles of Religion ;
namely, only to the doctrinal part thereof ; but none to those wherein
discipline is mentioned, especially to the clause at the end of the
twentieth Article; ¢ The church hath power to decree rites and
ceremonies,” &c., accounted by the brethren the very sting in the
tail of the locusts.

(5.) Those words,  If subscription shall be urged again,” plainly
intimate, that the reins of episcopal government were but loosely
held, and the rigour thereof remitted, for the reasons by us fore-
alleged.

(6.) That churchwardens, and collectors for the poor, are so
quickly convertible, even in their opinion, into elders and deacons,
only with a more solemn and public election, shows the difference
betwixt those officers to be rather nominal than real.

(7.) By women-deacons here mentioned, we understand such
widows whom the apostle appointeth in the primitive church, to
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attend strangers and sick people; and who, Mr. Cartwright affirm-
eth,* ought still to be continued, although, he confesseth, ¢ there
be learned men that think otherwise.”

(8.) Their “ comitial assemblies,” kept in the universities at the
Commencements, (wisely they had an eye on the two eyes of the
land,) were conveniently chosen, as safely shadowed under a conflu-
ence of people. See we here, though the matter of their discipline
might be jure divino, human prudence concurred much in the
making thereof, as in ordering a national synod always to run
parallel with the parliament.

(9.) Mention being made of “ relieving Scottish ministers,” if any
ask what northern tempest blew them hither, know they quitted their
own country about this time, upon refusal of conformity, and found
benovolence in England a better livelihood than a deneficein Scotland.

(10.) The grand design driven on in these decrees was, to set up
a discipline in a discipline, presbytery in episcopacy; which (as
appears in the preface) they thought ¢ might well stand with the
peace of the church ;™ but this peace proved but a truce, this truce
but a short one, before both parties brake into irreconcilable hostility.

Thus, it is impossible to make a subordination in tkeir practices
scho have an opposition in their principles. For, though such
spheres and orbs which agree in one centre may proportionably
move one within another; yet such as are eccentrical can never
observe equal distance in their motion, but will sag aside to grind
and grate one the other. But enough hereof at this time, having
Jjetted-out a little already into the next year; no offence, we hope,
seeing it makes our History more entire in this subject.

3, 4. A blasphemous Heretic reclaimed. The Character of
Mr. Henry Smith.

This year, Robert Dickons, a Leicestershire youth, (but, it seems,
apprentice at Mansfield, in Nottinghamshire,) having parts and
pregnancy above his age and profession, arrived at such a height of
profaneness as not only to pretend to visions, but to account him-
self Elijah, sent from God to perfect some defects in the prophecy
of Malachi. But, by God’s blessing on the endeavours of Mr.
Henry Smith, (whom his uncle, Mr. Briant Cave, this year sheriff
of Leicestershire, employed therein,) this heretic was reclaimed,{
renouncing his blasphemies, by subscription under his own hand ;
and, for aught I find to the contrary, lived peaceably and painfully
the remainder of his life.

This is that Henry Smith, born at Withcock in Leicestershire,

¢ Ib his ¢“ Admonitions,” p. 163, sect. 2. + See MR. SxiTH’S sermon “ Of the
lost Sheep found.”
VOL. II1, D
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of a worshipful family, (and elder brother to sir Roger Smith, still
surviving,) bred in Oxford, and afterwards became that famous
preacher at St. Clement’s Danes in London, commeonly called  the
silver-tongued ” Smith,—being but one metal, in price and purity,
beneath St. Chrysostom himself. Yea, whereas generally the ser-
mons of those days are now grown out of fashion, (such is our age’s
curiosity and affectation of novelty,) Smith’s sermons keep up their
constant credit, as appears by their daily impressions, calculated for
all times, places, and persons: so solid, the learned may partly
admire—so plain, the unlearned may perfectly understand—them.
The wonder of his worth is increased by the consideration of his
tender age, dying very young * about fifty years ago.

5—7. The Death of Richard Bristow, of Nickolas Harpsfield,

and of Gregory Martin.

I find three of such who seemed pillars in the Romish church
deceased this year. First. Richard Bristow, born in Worcester-
shire, bred in Oxford, in Exeter-College ; whence he fled beyond
the seas, and by cardinal Allen was made overseer of the English
college, first at Douay, then at Rheims. He wrote most in' Eng-
lish, Aumili quidem stylo, (saith one of his own opinion,t) but very
solidly ; for proof whereof, let his books against Dr. Fulke be
perused. For the recovery of his health, he was advised to return
into his native land, and died quietly near the city of London.

The Second. Nicholas Harpsfield, bred first in Winchester school,
then New-College in Oxford, where he proceeded doctor of law, and
afterward became archdeacon of Canterbury. Under king Edwaxd
VL. he banished himself; under queen Mary he returned, and was
advanced ; and, under queen Elizabeth, imprisoned for denying her
supremacy. Yet such was his mild usage in restraint, that he had
the opportunity to write much therein ; and amongst the rest his
« Ecclesiastical History,” no less learnedly than painfully performed;
and, abating his partiality to his own interest, well-deserving of all
posterity. He wrote also ¢ Six Dialogues,” in favour of his religion ;
but (because in durance) he durst not set it forth in his own, but
under the name of Alan Cope. Yet lest truth should be concealed,
and friend defraud friend of his due praise, he caused these capital
letters to be engraved at the end of his book : A. H. L. N. H. E.
V.E. A. C., hereby mystically meaning, Auctor Hujus Libri
Nicholaus Harpesfeldus. Edidit Vere Eum Alanus Copus. He
died this year at London, in prison, after twenty years’ restraint,
leaving behind him the gencral reputation of a religious man.

® About the year 1600, as I am informed by his brother. t Pitzmus De illus-
tribus Angl. Scriptoribus.
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The Third. Gregory Martin, born at Maxfield in Sussex, bred
with Campian in St. John’s-College in Oxford ; tutor to Philip earl
of Arundel, eldest son {0 Thomas duke of Norfolk. Afterwards
he went beyond the sea, and became divinity professor in the Col-
lege of Rheims, died there October 28th, and is buried, with a large
epitaph, under a plain monument.

8, 9. Letier-History best History. Objection against Letters’
Want of Date, answered.

I shall now withdraw myself, or at leastwise stand-by a silent
spectator, whilst I make room for far my betters to come forth and
speak in the present controversy of church-government. Call it not
cowardice, but count it caution in me, if desirous in this difference
to lie at a close-guard, and offer as little play as may be on either
side,* whilst the readers shall behold the masters of defence on both
sides engaged therein ig these following letters of state. Baronius,
the great Roman Annalist, was wont to say, Epistolaris Aistoria est
optima historia, ¢ That is the best history which is collected out of
letters.” How much of the Acts of the Apostles (especially for
the regulation of time) is contained in the Epistles of St. Paul!
Of the primitive history, the most authentical part is what is
gathered out of the letters of the Fathers; and, in like manner,
the true estate of ecclesiastical affairs in the days of queen Eliza-
beth may be extracted out of the following dispatches and their
returns, exhibiting the inclinations of their authors in pure naturals,
without any adulterated addition, and therefore the surest for others’
instruction, and safest for my own protection.

But one thing I must clear in our entrance thereon, in excuse that
these letters are dateless as to the day and month ; a great omission,
which I have seen in many originals, whose authors so minded the
-matter that they neglected the time, the present dispatching of them
being date enough to their purpose, though now the want thereof
leaves posterity at a loss. A blue coat without a badge is but a white
coat in effect; as nothing informing the beholder to what lord the
bearer thereof doth relate: and as little instructive (will some say)
are these letters as to the point of chronology. But be it known,
that no reader’s stomach can be so sharp set on the ecriticalness of
chronology, but that, being fed with the certainty of the year, he will
not be famished with the uncertainty of the month or day. Indeed,
as such whose names are casually omitted in the register may recover
the truth of their age by a comparative computation of their years
who were born about the same time ; so, by the mixture and com-
pering of these dateless letters with those having date of secular

® See the ‘ Appeal of injured Innocence,” p. 515.— EpiT:
p2
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affairs, I could competently have collected and inserted the time,
save that I loathe to obtrude any thing conjectural on the reader’s
belief. But we must begin with the ensuing petition as the ground-
work of all the rest :—

10. Tke Petition of the Kentish Ministers. A.D.1583.
THE MINISTERS OF KENT TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL.

“ Mavy it please your Honours, of your great and wonted favour
towards the distressed, to consider these following : Whereas we
have been called to subscribe in_the county of Kent to certain
Articles propounded by my Lord’s Grace of Canterbury unto the
ministers and preachers. The First, concerning her Majesty’s autho-
rity. The Second, concerning no contrariety to the word of God in
the Book of Common-Prayer and administration of the sacraments,
the Book of ordering bishops, priests, and deacons. And the Third,
that we believe all things in the Book of the Articles of Religion to be
agreeable to the word of God. 'Whereupon all have most willingly

offered to subscribe unto the other two. And being pronounced in’

the open court contumaces reservatd paend, and so referred to answer
at law the 11th and 13th of February; (which we feared would be
prosecuted with much trouble, and no resolution to our consciences ;)
we, amongst the rest, repaired with that careful avoiding, that we
could, of offence to his lordship’s Grace ; to whom when we had the
first day made known some of our doubts concerning the first book
only, (many more in number, and as great in weight, concerning the
first and second, and some concerning the third, remaining besides,)
we haves—upon our refusal, and record taken by public notary, of
one point only, from every particular refuser, which moved him there-
unto, and one place of seripture adjoined, without collection or the
reason of the same—been suspended from our ministry ; by which
oceasion, as we fear, that that account which hath been made of the
consequence of our cause, both in public sermons and pronouncing
of sentence against us,—namely, that, in denying to subscribe to the
two aforesaid Articles, we separated ourselves from the church, and
condemned the right service of God in prayer, and administration of
the sacraments in the church of England, and the ministry of the
same, and disobeyed her Majesty’s authority,—hath been intimated
to your Honours. So we think it our bound duties, most humbly
on our knees to beseech your Honours to know and make manifest
in our behslf to her Majesty that which we before the Lord in sim-
plicity protest : We, in all reverence, judge of the authority which is
established, and the persons who * were authors of those books, that

® In the whole of this emwpndmu, and of that between Whitgift and his noble

friends, I have substituted who for which, in every instance in which (the latter | relative
was applied to a person.—EpIT.
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they did not only speak, but also did highly to the glory of God
promote, the true religion of God, and the glorious gospel of Jesus
Christ ; and that we so esteem of those books, and there is nothing
in them to cause us to separate ourselves from the unity of the church,
which, in the execution of our ministry, in participation of the
public prayers and sacraments, we have in our own example Lestified,
and by public doctrine maintained ; and that the ministry of the word
preached, and public administration of the sacraments exercised in
this land according to authority, is, as touching the substance of it,
lawful and greatly blessed of God: And, Lastly, that we have and
always will show ourselves obedient to her Majesty’s authority in all
causes, ecclesiastical and civil, to whomsoever it be committed ; and,
therefore, that as poor but most faithful subjects to her Majesty, and
ministers of Jesus Christ the great cause we have in hand,
and which consequently (as we under-your Honours’ correction judge)
the necessary reformation of many things in the church according
unto God’s word, may have that sufficient hearing,as all causes of our
refusal to subscribe may be known, and equally out of God’s word
judged of ; and the lamentable state of the churches to which we
appertain, with the hard condition of us, may, in that manner that
your Honours’ most excellent wisdom shall find expedient in the pity
of Jesus Christ, for the mean time be relieved. The Lord Almighty
vouchsafe, for Jesus Christ’s sake, long to continue, and bless your
Honours® wisdom and counsel to the great glory of God, and the
happy government of her Majesty, and flourishing estate of this
church of England !
¢ Your Honours’ daily and faithful orators,
“ Tae MiNisTERs oF KENT,
“ Who are suspended from the execution of their ministry.”

The lords of the council sent this petition, with another bill of
complaint exhibited unto them, against Edmund Freake, bishop of
Norwich, unto the archbishop of Canterbury. What his answer
was thereunto, the reader may inform himself out of the following
letter :— :

11. The Archbishop’s Letter in Answer thereof.

TO THE LORDS OF THF. COUNCIL.

“ MosT HoNouRABLE,
¢ Uron Sunday last, in the afternoon, Master Beal brought unto.
me, in your lordships’ names, two supplications, or bills of complaint
exhibited unto your lordships; the one by certain ministers of Suffolk,
against their diocesan there ; the other by some of Kent agninst
myself, with this further message,—that it was your desires I 'should"
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come to the court on Sunday next. It may please your good lord-
ships to be advertised, that it seemeth something strange to me, that
the ministers of Suffolk, finding themselves aggrieved with the
doings of their diocesan, should leave the ordinary course of pro-
ceeding by law, (which is to appeal unto me,) and extraordinarily
trouble your lordships in a matter not so incident (as I think) to
that most honourable Board ; seeing it hath pleased her Majesty
her own self in express words to commit these causes ecclesiastical to
me, as to one who is to make answer to God, to her Majesty in this
behalf, my office also and place requiring the same. -

“In answer of the complaint of the Suffolk men of their
ordinary’s proceeding against them, I have herewith sent {o your
lordships a copy of a letter which I lately received from his lord-
ship; wherein I think that part of their bill to be fully answered,
and his doings to have been orderly and charitable. Touching the
rest of their bill, I know not what to judge of it, neither yet of what
spirit it cometh. But, in some points, it talketh (as I think)
modestly and charitably. They say, they are no Jesuits sent from
Rome to reconcile, &c. True it is, neither are they charged to be
50; but, notwithstanding, they are contentious in the church of
England, and by their contentions minister occasion of offence to
those who are seduced by Jesuits, and give the arguments against
the form of public prayer, used in this church, and by law estab-
lished, and thereby increase the number of them, and confirm them
in their wilfulness. They also make a schism in the church, and
draw many other of her Majesty’s subjects to a misliking of her laws
and government in causes ecclesiastical, so far are they from per-
suading them to obedience, or at least if they persuade them to it in
the one part of her authority, that is in causes civil ; they dissuade
them from it as much in the other, that ‘is, in causes ecclesiastical :
so that, indeed, they plack down with the one hand that which they
seem to build with the other. They say, that they have faithfully
travailed in persuading to obedience, &c., and have therein prevailed,
&c. It is but their own testimony. I think it were hard for them
to show whom they converted from papistry to the gospel. But
what stirs and dissensions they have made amongst those who pro-
fossed the gospel before they were taught by them, I think it to be
apparent. It is notorious that in king Edward’s time, and in the
beginning of her Majcsty’s reign, for the space of divers years, when
this self-same book of public prayers was uniformally used, and
by all learned preachers maintained, and impugned by none, the
gospel mightily prevailed, took great increase, and very few were
known to refuse to communicate with us in prayer and participation
of the sacraments. But since this schism and division, the contrary
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effect hath fallen out : and how can it otherwise be, seeing we our-
gelves condemn that public form and order of prayer and adminis-
tration of the sacraments, as in divers points contrary to the word of
God, from which (as in like manner condemning the same) the
papists do absent themselves ? In the latter part of their bill con-
taining the reasons why they cannot submit themselves to observe
the form prescribed by the book in all points, I wonder either at
their ignorance or audacity. They say, that the learned writers of
our time have showed their mislikings of some of our ceremonies.
‘The most learned writers in our times have not so done, but rather
reproved the mislikers. Those few that have given contrary judg-
ment therein, have done more rashly than learnedly, presuming to
give their censures of such a church as this is, not understanding the
fruits of the cause, nor alleging any reason worth the hearing ; espe-
cially one little college in either of our universities containing in it
more learned men than in their cities. But if the authority of men
so greatly move them, why make they so small account of those
most excellent and learned Fathers who were the penners of the
book ? whereof divers have sealed their religion with their blood,
which none yet have done of the impugners of the book. The
pope (say they) hath changed his Officium B. Mariw, &c. And so
it is: neither is there any man that doubteth, but the Book of Com-
mon-Prayer may also be altered, if there appear good cause why to
those in authority. But the pope will not suffer that Officium B.
Marim, &c., to be preached against, or any part thereof, till it was by
public order reformed ; neither will he confess that he hath reformed
it in respect of any errors, but such only as did creep into the said
book through private men’s affections, without authority. There-
fore, that argument is against them, and only used by them (as it
seemeth) in contempt : the rest is frivolous, and argueth their pre-
sumption in writing this to so honourable a Board of so worthy and
godly a book, which hath a hundred learned men to justify it, for one
that will impugn it. And thus much concerning them, which I have
written rather to satisfy your lordships, than that I thought the
matter worthy my labour.

¢ The complaint which those of Kent, being of my own diocess,
and by oath bound to me in canonical obedience, have exhibited
unto your lordships, doth make me more to wonder, that they,
most of them being unlearned and young, (such as I would be loath
to admit into the ministry, if they were not already admitted there-
unto, much less to allow as preachers,) dare presume to bring my
doings against them into question before your lordships, seeing
I have done nothing but that which God, the law, her Majesty,
and my duty forceth me unto, dealing with them not as an arch-
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bishop with the inferior sort of the clergy, nor as a master of a
college with his fellows, nor as a magistrate with his inferiors, but as
a friend and a brother ; which, as I think, hath so puffed them
up, and caused them to be so presumptuous. They came to me
unsent for, in a multitude, which I reproved, because it imported a
conspiracy, and had the show of a tumult or unlawful assembly.
Notwithstanding, I was content to hear their complaint; I spent
with them the whole afternoon, from two of the clock till seven, and
heard their reasons ; whereof some were frivolous and childish, some
irreligious, and all of them such as gave me occasion to think that
they rather sought quarrel against the book than to be satisfied ;
which indeed is true, as appeareth by some of their own confessions,
which I am able to show when I shall be thereunto urged. The
two whole days following, I spent likewise for the most part in deal-
ing severally with them ; requiring them to give unto me the chief
and principal of their reasons which moved them not to subscribe ;
meaning to hear them in the rest, if I could bhave satisfied them in
it, or clse not to spend any further time ; which reasons (if I may
so term them) they gave unto me, and T have, and mean to make
known when occasion shall serve. Whereas they say in their bill,
that the public administration of the sacraments in this land is, as
touching the substance of it, lawful, &e., they say no more than the
papists themselves do confess, and in truth thcy say nothing in
effect to that wherewith they are charged. And yet therein they
are contrary to themselves, for they have pretended matter of sub-
stance against the book. But of what spirit cometh it, that they,
being no otherwise than they are, dare, to the greatest authority in
this land next to her Majesty, so boldly offer themselves thus to
reason and dispute, as in their bill they vaunt, against the state
established in matters of religion, and against the book so learnedly
and painfully penned, and by so great authority from time to time
confirmed ? It is not for me to sit in this place, if every curate
within my diocess or province may be permitted so to use me;
neither is it possible for me to perform the duty which her Majesty
looketh for at my hands, if I may not, without interruption, proceed
in execution of that which her Highness hath especially committed
unto me. The gospel can take no success, neither the number of
papists be diminished, if unity be not procured ; which I am not in
doubt in short time to bring to pass, without any great ado or incon-
venience at all, if it be not hindered. The number of those who
refuse to subscribe is not great; in most parts of my province, not
one; in some, very few; and in some, none; whereof many also
and the grealer part are unlearncd, and unworthy the ministry. In
mine own little dioccss in Canterbury threescore preachers and above

A ] -
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have subscribed ; whereas there are not ten worthy the name of
preachers who have as yet refused, and most of them also not
allowed preachers by lawful authority ; and so I know it to be in all
other diocesses within my province, the diocess of Norwich only
excepted ; wherein, nevertheless, the number of the disordered is
far less than the number of such as are obedient and, quietly-disposed.
Now, if these few disordered (whom the church may well spare, having
meeter men to place in their rooms) shall be countenanced against
the best, the wisest in all respects, the worthiest and in effect the
whole state of the clergy; it will not only discourage the dutiful
and obedient persons, but so increase the schism, that there will never
hereafler be hope of appeasing the same. This disordered flocking
together of them at this time from divers places, and gadding from
one to another, argueth a conspiracy amongst them, and some hope
of encouragement and of prevailing ; which I am persuaded is not
meant, nor shall ever be by me willingly consented unto. Some
of them have already (as I am informed) bruited abroad, that your
lordships have sent for me to answer their. complaints ; and that
they hope to be delivered ; wherein I know they report untruly, as
the manner is. For I cannot be persuaded that your lordships have
any such intent as to make me a party, or to call my doings into
question, which from her Majesty are immediately committed unto
me, and wherein, as I suppose, I have no other judge but herself.
And forasmuch as I am by God and her Majesty lawfully, without
any ordinary, or extraordinary, or unlawful means, called to this place
and function, and appointed to be your pastor, and to have the great-
est charge over you in matters pertaining to the soul; I am the
more bold to move and desire you to aid and assist me in matters
belonging to my office ; namely, such as appertain to the quietness
of the church, the credit of religion established, and the maintenance
of the laws made for the same. And here I do protest and testify
unto your lordships, that the three Articles, whereunto they are
moved to subscribe, are such as I am ready by learning to defend in
manner and form as they are set down, against all mislikers thereof
in England or elsewhere. And thus desiring your lordships to take
this my answer in good part, and to forbear my coming thither in
respect of this advantage that may be taken thereof by thcse way-
ward persons, I beseech Almighty God long to prosper you.
¢ Your good lordships’ in Christ,
«“JOHN CANTUAR.”

12. The Character of Mr. Beal, who brought the Bills.

Who this Mr. Beal was, who-brought these letters, is worthy our
inquiry. I find his Christian name Robert, his office clerk of the
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Council, his abilities very great, as may appear by the public nego-
tiations wherein he was employed; for he was joined with sir
William Winter, anno 1576, in a commission to the Zealanders,
about their reprisals ; and again, anno 1583, he was sent to the
queen of Scots, sharply to expostulate with her concerning some
querulous letters. Well knew queen Elizabeth what tools to use
on knotty timber; our author* giving Mr. Beal this character,
that he was komo vekemens, ot austeré acerbus, < an eager man, and
most austerely bitter.” His affections were wholly presbyterian,
and I behold him as one of the best friends (of the second magni-
tude) that party had. What he wanted in authority, he bhad in
activity on their sides. And what influence sometimes the hands
have on the head (I mean, notaries on the judges themselves) at
Council-board, others may conjecture. He either compiled or
countenanced a book made against the bishops; and the reader
may receive a further confirmation of his character herein from the
following complaint :—

13. Archbishop Whitgift's Letter, complaining of Beal's insolent
Carriage towards him.

TO THE LORD TREASURKR.
“ My sINGULAR Goop Lorbp,

“I uave borne much with Mr. Beal’s intemperate speeches,
unseemly for him to use, though not in respect of myself, yet in
respect of her Majesty whom hc serveth, and of the laws established,
whereunto he ought to show some duty. Yesterday he came to my
house, as it seemed, to demand the book he delivered unto me. I
told him that the book was written to me, and therefore no reason
why he should require it again ; especially, seeing I was assured that
he had a copy thereof, otherwise I would cause it to be written out
for him. Whereupon he fell into very great passions with me
(which I think was the end of his coming) for proceeding in the
execution of his Articles, &c.; and told me, in effect, that I would
be the overthrow of this church, and a cause of tumult,—with many
other bitter and hard speeches, which I heard patiently, and wished
him to consider with what spirit he was moved so to say. For I
said, ¢ It cannot be by the Spirit of God, because the Spirit of God
worketh in men humility, patience, and love; and your words
declare you to be very arrogant, proud, impatient, and uncharitable.
Moreover, the Spirit of God moveth men to hear the word of God
with meekness, &c. ; and you have almost heard with disdain every
sermon preached before her Majesty this Lent, gibing and jesting

® CAMDEN fn his Elizadetha, p, 359.
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openly thereat even in the sermon-time, to the offence of many, and
especially at such sermons as did most commend her Majesty and
the state, and moved the auditory to obedience ;> which he confessed
and justified, accusing some of the preachers of false doctrine,
and wrong sllegations of scripture, &c. Then he began to extol
his book ; and said we were never able to answer it, neither for the
matter of divinity, nor yet of law. I told him, as the truth is, that
there was no great substance in the book, that it might be very soon
-answered, and that it did appear neither his divinity nor law to be
great. I further wished him to be better advised of his doings ; and
told him, indeed, that he was one of the principal causes of the way-
wardness of divers, because he giveth encouragement to divers of
them to stand in the matter; telling them that the Articles shall be
shortly revoked by the Council, and that my hands shall be stopped,
&c. ; which saying is spread abroad already in every place, and is the
only cause why many forbear to subscribe ; which is true, neither
could he deny it. All this while I talked with him privately in the
upper part of my gallery, my lord of Winchester, and divers strangers,
being in the other part thereof. But Mr. Beal beginning to extend
his voice that all might hear, T began to break off; then he, being
more and more kindled, very impatiently uttered very proud and
contemptuous speeches, in the justifying of his book, and condemn-
ing of the orders established, to the offence of all the hearers.
‘Whereunto (being very desirous to be rid of him) I made small
answer; but told him that his speeches were intolerable, that he
* forgat himself, and that I would complain of him to her Majesty ;
whereof he seemed to make small account, and so he departed in
great heat. I am loath to hurt him, or to be an accuser ; neither
will I proceed therein further than your lordship shall think it cenve-
nient. But I never was abused more by any man at any time in
my life, than I have been by him since my coming to this place, in
hardness of speech for doing my duty, and for all things belonging
to my charge. Surely, my lord, this talk tendeth only to the increas-
ing of the contention, and to the animating of the wayward in their
waywardness, casting out dangerous speeches, as though there were
likelihood of some tumult in respect thereof. Whereas, in truth,
(God be thanked!) the matter groweth to greater quietness than I
think he wisheth, and will be soon quieted if we be let alone, and
they not otherwise encouraged. It seemeth, he is some way discon-
tented, and would work his anger on me. The tongues of these
men taste not of the Spirit of God. Your lordship seeth how bold
I am to impart unto you my private causes. Truly, if it were not
that my conscience is settled in these matters, and that I am fully
persuaded of the necessity of these proceedings in respect. of the
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peace of the church, and due observation of God’s laws, and that I
received great comfort at her Majesty’s hand, (as I did most effec-
tually at my last being at the court,) and that I were assured of your
lordship’s constancy in the cause, and of your unmovable good-will
towards me, I should be hardly able to endure so great a burden ;
which now, I thank God, in respect of the premisses, seemeth easy
unto me, neither do I doubt but God will therein prosper me.
Thus, being desirous to impart this matter to your lordship, to
whose consideration I leave it, I commit you to the tuition of
Almighty God.
“JOHN CANTUAR.”

Nor have I aught else to say of this Mr. Beal, but that afterwards
I find one of his name and quality dying 1601,* and buried in Lon-
don at Alhallows-in-the-Wall, who by all probability should be the
same person. Now, that the presbyterian party was not unfriended
at the Council-board, but had those there who, either out of dic-
tates of conscience, or reasons of state, or reflections on their private
interests, endeavoured to mitigate the archbishop’s proceedings
against them, let their ensuing letter to him be perused.

14. The Privy Counsellors’ Letter to the Archbishop in Favour

of the Nonconformists.

“ AFTER our hearty commendations to both your lordships :
although we have heard of late times sundry complaints, out of
divers countries of this realm, of some procecdings against a great
number of ecclesiastical persons ;—some parsons of churches, some
vicars, some curates, but all preachers; whereby some were
deprived of their livings, some suspended from their ministry and
preaching ; yet we have forborne to enter into any particular exami-
nation of such complaints, thinking that, howsoever inferior officers,
as chancellors, commissaries, archdeacons, and such like, whose
offices are of more value and profit by such like kind of proceed-
ings, might in such sort proceed against the ministers of the church ;
yet your lordship, the archbishop of that province of Canterbury,
have, beside your general authority, some particular interest in the
present jurisdiction of sundry bishoprics vacant. And you also,
the bishop of London, both for your own authority in your diocess,
and as head-commissioner ecclesiastical, would have a pastoral
over the particular officers, to stay and temper them in
their hasty proceedings against the ministers, and, especially, against
such as do earnestly profess and instruct the people against the

® Robert Beal, esq.— STow's * Survey of London,” p. 183.
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dangerous sects of papistry. But yet of late, hearing of the lament-
able estate of the church in the county of Essex ; that is, of a great
number of zealous and learned preachers there suspended from their
cures, the vacancy of the place, for the most part, without any
ministry of preaching, prayers, and sacraments ; and in some places
of certain appointed to those void rooms, being persons neither of
learning nor of good name, and, in other places of that county, a
great number of parsons occupying the cures being notoriously unfit,
most for lack of learning, many charged or chargeable with great
and erroneous faults, and drunkenness, filthiness of life, gamesters
at cards, haunting of ale-houses, and such like; against whom we
hear not of any proceedings, but that they are quietly suffered to the
slander of the church, to the offence of good people, yea, to the
famishing of them for lack of good teaching; and, thereby, dan-
gerous to the subverting of many weaklings from their duties to God
and the queen’s Majesty, by secret Jesuits and counterfeit papists.
And having thus in a general sort heard out of many parts of the
like of this lamentable estate of the church ; yet, to the intent we
should not be deceived with the generality of reports, we sought to
be informed of some particulars, namely, of some parts of Essex ;
and, having received the same credibly in writing, we have thought
it our duties to her Majesty and the realm, for the remedy hereof;
without intermeddling ourselves with your jurisdiction ecclesiastical,
to make report unto your lordships, as persons that ought most
specially to bave regard thereto, as we hope you will ; and, there-
fore, have sent you herewith, in writing, a catalogue of the names of
persons of sundry natures and conditions ; that is, one sort, being
reported to be learned, zealous, and good preachers deprived and
suspended, and so the cures not served with meet persons. The
other sort, a number of persons, having cures, being in sundry sorts
far unmeet for any offices in the church, for their many defects and
imperfections, and so, as it seems by the reports, have been and are
suffered to continue without reprehension or any other proceedings
against them, and thereby a great number of Christian people
untaught : a matter very lamentable in this time. In a third sort,a
number baving double livings with cure, and so not resident upon
their cures, but yet enjoying the benefit of their benefices without
any personal attendance upon their cures. Against all these sorts
of lewd, and evil, and unprofitable, corrupt members, we hear of
no inquisition, nor of any kind of proceeding to the reformation of
those horrible offences in the church; but yet of great diligence,
yes, and extremity, used against those that are known diligent
preachers. Now, therefore, we, for the discharge of our duties,
being by our vocation under her Majesty bound to be careful that
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the universal realm may be well governed, to the honour and glory
of God, and to the discharge of her Majesty, being the principal
governor over all her subjects under Almighty God, do most
earnestly desire your lordships to take some charitable consideration
of these causes, that the people of the realm may not be deprived
of their pastors, being diligent, learned, and zealous,—though in
some points ceremonial they may seem doubtful only in conscience,
and not of wilfulness ; nor that their cures be suffered to be vacant
without good pastors, nor that such as be placed in the rooms of
cures be insufficient for learning, or unmeet for their conversation.

And though the notes which we send you be only of parsons

belonging to Essex, yet we pray you to look into the rest of the

country in many other diocesses ; for we have and do hear daily of
the like in generality in many other places; but we have not sought
to have their particulars so manifestly delivered of other places as of

Essex, or, rather, to say the truth, of one corner of the country.

And we shall be most glad to hear of your cares to be taken for

remedy of these enormities, so as we be not troubled hereafter, or

hear of the like complaints to continue : and so we bid your good
lordships right heartily farewell.
* ¢ Your lordships’ loving friends,

“ WILL. BURLEIGH, GEORGE SHREWSBURY,
AMBROSE WARWICK, ROBERT LEICESTER,
CHARLES HOWARD, JAMES CROFT,

CHRIST. HATTON, FRANCIS WALSINGHAM.”

Amongst these Privy Counsellors, I miss one who was mainly
material ; namely, sir Francis Knowles, treasurer of the queen’s
household, and knight of the garter; father-in-law to the earl of
Leicester, and no less considerable in himself than in his relations.
This knight, being bred a banished man in Germany during the
reign of queen Mary, and conversing with Mr. Calvin at Geneva,
was never after fond of episcopacy: and, though now casually

absent from the Council-Board, was a great pdtron of the noncon-

formists. But see the archbishop’s answer to their letter.

15. The Arohbishop's Answer to the Privy Counsellors’ Letter.

«It may please your good lordships to be advertised, that 1
have received your letters of the twentieth of this month, with a
schedule inclosed therein, concerning certain ministers in Essex ;
whereunto as yet I cannot make any full answer, by reason of the
absence of my lord of London, to whom the letter is also directed,
and the parties therein named best known as being in his diocess.
Nevertheless, in the mean time, I thought it. my'part to signify
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unto your lordships, that I hope the information to be in most parts
unjust. Certain men, being in and about Maldon, because they
cannot have such among them as by disorderliness do best content
their humours, did not long since in like manner, in a genenrality,
make an information to the same effect ; which coming to mine and
others’ hands of the ecclesiastical commission, we did direct our
letters to some of the principal of them by name, requiring them to
exhibit unto us at the beginning of this next term, now next
ensuing, the names of such offensive ministers as they thought to be
touched with such dishonest conversation, together with their proofs
thereof, promising on our parts to see the same redressed accord-
ingly. It seemeth by this which is exhibited now to your lordships,
they have prevented the time, hoping thereby to alter the course.
Whereunto it tendeth, I leave to your lordships’ consideration.
Surely if the ministers be such as this schedule reporteth, they are
worthy to be grievously punished. And for my own part, I will
not be slack or remiss, God willing, therein. But if that fall out
.otherwise upon trial, and that they or many of them, in respect of
their obedience to her Majesty’s laws, be thus depraved by such as
impugn the same, then I doubt not but your lordships will judge
those amusers * to deserve just punishment.