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INTRODUCTION.

THE following Discourses, delivered during the
lecture season, 1853-54, first at New York, and
subsequently, in part or whole, at Boston, Cincin-
nati, Washington, and Baltimore, were thought, by
several of those who heard them, worthy of publi-
cation in a permanent form. When I state that
among those who so judged there_were many
prelates, distinguished for acquirements and judg-
ment, and others well versed in our American
history, I trust the reader will “believe that the
publication has not been dictated by a merely per-
sonal presumption on my part.

The object of the author is stated in the three
propositions with which the first discourse opens.

The authoritieson which he relies are quoted in
1% ®)
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the foot notes in those instances where there was
danger of a dispute as to facts. In the Appendix,
certain documents which could not be inserted in
the body of the work, will be found unabridged.
They are of high interest in themselves, and essen-
tial to this argument. )

With the humble request that the work may be
taken as a sketch, or synopsis, or stop-gap, and no
more, I commit it to the just judgment of the
American public.
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CATHOLIC HISTORY OF AMERICA.

I.—COLUMBUS AND THE DISCOVERY.

I HAVE publicly announced for some time that I
am prepared to prove in these discourses three
propositions, to wit:—

Firsr. —That the discovery and exploration of
America were Catholic enterprises, undertaken by
Catholics with Catholic motives, and carried out
by Catholic codperation.

SecoNp.—That the only systematic attempts to
civilize and Christianize the aborigines were made
by Catholic missionaries.

TrIRD.— That the independence of the United
States wag, in a great degree, established by Catho-
lic blood, talent, and treasure.

If 1 succeed in establishing these three propo-
sitions,—as I believe I shall succeed, — may we not
hope that the offensive tone of toleration and supe-
riority so common with sectarians will be hereafter
abated ; that more merit will be allowed to the

ages before Protestantism, which produced all the
O .
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great oceanic discoverers; that a more respectful
style may be used in speaking of Spain and Italy —
the two arms of European civilization first extend-
ed to draw in and embrace America?

If I can show —as I believe I can — that since its
discovery America has never been wholly broken
off from its Catholic commencement, — that saints,
popes, cardinals, and all the religious orders are
agsociated inseparably with its annals, —then may
I not hope to satisfy you, and threugh you to per-
suade your children, that the church is no stranger,
no intruder, neither unknown nor untried here,
but that as certainly as it is the oldest institution in
Europe, so it is the oldest in America ?

With your indulgence we will follow the chrono-
logical order. We will begin with Columbus and
his successors, pass next to the missions among the
Indian tribes, and then to the revolution and con-
stitution of the United States.

It is not easy to cast back the imagination four
centuries. Can you conceive what Europe was be-
fore Luther? or can you imagine America before
Columbus? On this side no better vessel than a
bireh canoe burdened the waters, and the boldest
native navigator rarely ventured beyond *the Nar-
rows.” North of the rude villages of the Natchez
no towns were known ; but over the land wandered
a race, red, naked, barbarous, broken into petty
tribes, unlearned in even the alphabet of civilizatiom,
Beasts of prey disputed with the wild huntsman the
game his flint-head arrow overtook; and chance
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sown timber fattened on the soil the Indian knew.
not how to cultivate. Can you imagine this conti-
nent 8o savage, so sylvan as it then was—so every
way unlike what it has since become ?

Turn, then, to the other side. Behold Europe four
centuries since. How unlike the Europe of to-day!
Printing had just been discovered ; the ocean was
as yet a mystery ; Protestantism had not emerged ;
the Turks had lately taken Constantinople ; the men
of trade, enrolled in exclusive guilds, pursued the
arts of peace in the intervals of war; the Italian
cities were the centres of that traffic which had not
yet removed its outposts into Holland or England ;
Commerce, shivering amidships in her open boat,
steered from cape to cape, dropping her anchor with
the evening, to weigh it with the dawn; walled
and battlemented cities stretched along the seas and
rivers, swarming with a laborious and believing
generation. Above all rose Rome, mother and mis-
tress of Christian nations, patron of every science,
protector of every art, preserver of every relic of
enlightened antiquity.

Under the fair sky of Italy, Christopher Colum-
bus, the son of & Genoese wool comber, was born in
the year of our Lord 1435. At the celebrated Uni-
versity of Pavia, endowed by Charlemagne and fos-
tered by the popes, he received some degree of
education. At fourteen years of age he was at sea ;
at twenty-four, captain of a galley for Rene of
Anjou, who claimed to be King of Naples and Jeru-
salem. In the ycar 1470 he made his home in the
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port of Lisbon, where he married, had a son born to
him, and became a widower. Here he dwelt four-
teen years, (interspersed by voyages into the north
of Europe,) maintaining himself while on shore as a
maker and peddler of maps.

It was an age of uncommon hardihood and specu-
lation. In geographical science three persons de-
serve especially to be named as precursors of Co-
Jumbus and the modern era— Cardinal D’Ailly of
France, Paulo Toscanelli of Florence, and Prince
Henry of Portugal.

Cardinal D’Ailly is considered by Humboldt the
.restorer of geographical science. His learning and
virtues had raised him from a very humble origin
to the councils of his king and the dignity of car-
dinal. Among many political cares and employ-
ments he made time to pursue his favorite studies,
of which the Imago Mundi remains in evidence.
This work is supposed to have been of service to
Columbus.

Prince Henry of Portugal proved that princes
‘might enrich their states as much by science as by

arms. Led by his love of experimental study, he

erected a palace at Algarves, on Cape St. Vincent.
It combined the attractions of a court with the uses
of an academy. Here he erected an observatory,
entertained teachers of every art, and studied under
them as humbly as any of his guests or dependants.
He had chosen in early youth as a motto, “ The
talent to do good,” and passed all his life be-
tween study and prayer. Under his auspices the
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Azores were discovered and Africa partially cir-
cumnavigated. He died soon after Columbus came
to Lisbon, leaving Portugal at the head of the mari-
time enterprise of the age.

Paulo Toscanelli occupled a humbler rank in
life, but a higher place in science. He was a master
of what remained of the ancient learning and an
enthusiastic experimentalist. The canons of the
great Church of St. Mary, in Florence, had given
him the use of their tower for an observatory.
There, raised as far above the populous city in space
as in spirit; where the sweet incense stole up to
the sky, saluting him as it ascended; where the
solemn bells pealed out the hours around him,—he
wrote encouraging letters to Columbus and devised
that conjectural chart of the Atlantic which accom-
panied the admiral in his first voyage. The Tus-
can died two years before his friend had been ena-
bled to test in practice their common design.

At the court of Portugal there arose no successor
to Prince Henry. Emmanuel, called “the wise,”
had little faith in the learned letters and conjectural
charts exhibited by the Genoese sailor. After ex-
hausting every hope, Columbus quitted Lisbon for
the court of Spain, where he was destined, not with-
out long delay and severe trials, to find the patron-
age he had sought so long.

It was in the year 1485 that Columbus came into
Spain, where he spent seven years of necgotiation
and uncertainty before he was enabled to enter on
a first voyage. From his arrival in Spain it is easy

2
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to demonstrate the Catholic character of the man
and the enterprise. American and British works
on the discovery (even including the exquisite biog-
raphy by Mr. Irving) do not bring out boldly the
high religious character of either. I will endeavor
to show wherein that character lies, by classifying
the proofs as they relate to the admiral’s intentions,
to his first friends, to his conduct of the enterprise,
and his estimate of it after he had succeeded.

The admiral might be called for his age, or in-
deed for any age, a learned layman. His letters
show an acquaintance with the Christian fathers,
particularly St. Ambrose and St. Basil ; and with
the Scriptures, especially the prophetical books
and the Psalms of David. With Marco Palo,
Cardinal D’Ailly, and other cosmographical wri-
ters he wag familiar. But what gives the most
decided tinge to his character is his enthusiastic
devotion, his full conviction that he was an instru-
ment in the hands of God. He saw visions; he
heard heavenly voices ; his dreams were prophetic.
In Hispaniola, as he lay sick, and off the disastrous
coast of Veragua by night, he heard a voice, which
said to him, “ God will cause thy name to be won-
derfully resounded through the earth, and give thee
the keys of the gates of ocean, which are closed with
strong chains.” * His son and biographer, speaking
doubtless on hints received from the admiral, ob-
serves that the name Columbus rightly signifies a

* Humboldt’s Examen Critique de 1'Histoire de la Geographie,
t. iii. p. 234.
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dove, as of one ordained “ to carry the olive branch
and oil of baptism over the ocean, (like Noah’s
dove,) to denote the peace and union of the heathen
people with the church after they had been shut up
in the ark of darkness and infidelity.” Nor is his
own frequent testimony wanting to prove that he
considered himself as a special agent of divine Prov-
idence. In his capitulation with the Spanish sov-
ereigns * he expressly stipulated that the gains aris-
ing from the discoveries were to be dedicated to the
ransom of the holy sepulchre. In his letter to
Pope Alexander after his first voyage, he repeats
that such was still his purpose. “It was,” says Mr.
Irving, “ meditated throughout the remainder of his
life, and solemnly provided for in his will.”+ What
intention could be more Catholic than this?. A
desire to rescue the holy sepulchre from the pollu-
tion of Mahometanism was the pious passion of the
believing ages. That passion Columbus shared as
deeply as St. Bernard, or St. Louis, or Godfrey, or
Pope St. Pius. He belongs by right to the suc-
cesgion of the crusaders, and is every way worthy
of their company.

It is no slight evidence of the religious character
of the admiral that his best friends were found in
the order of St. Dominic. “The purse of the worthy
friar, Diego de Deza,” (tutor to Prince Juan,) sus-
tained him in adversity ;{ and when, in despair, he

® Concluded on the Vega of Grenada, April 17, 1192,
4+ See Appendix No. 1. for this characteristic document.
$ Irving, vol. i.
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was about to quit Spain forever, at the convent of
La Rabida he found a friend in the prior, Juan
Perez, who brought him back to confidence and suc--
cess. Leaving the disheartened suitor to rest him-
self among his monks, the prior, “ saddling his mule
at midnight,” departed for the court and gained
audience of Isabella. When he had urged with all
his eloquence the suit of his, friend, “I will agsume
the undertaking for my own crown of Castile!”
exclaimed the illustrious lady. “I will pawn my
Jjewels to defray the expenses of it if the funds in
the treasury should be found inadequate!” The
Dominican returned rejoicing to La Rabida. Co-
lumbus retraced his steps to the court; and the
expedition was at last decided on.

Here let us pause. The previous conference at
Salamanca is often ridiculed for its want of cosmo-
graphical knowledge and denounced for its bigoted
adherence to the letter of the Scriptures. It might
help to mitigate our contempt for the past to sup-
pose a foreign shipmaster or mapmaker of the
present day expounding a new geographical theory to
one of our own academies. If the Spaniards were
not before their age, they were at least not beyond
instruction ; for we are told that in this very con-
ference Columbus “ brought over the most learned
men of the schools” to his side. It is known that
several high officials, as the Treasurers Quintanilla
and St. Angel, were his warm partisans at court.
Yet granting— which is not the fact—that his
novel theories met most opposition from churchmen,
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what would that prove but that they were stic-
klers for the letter of the Scriptures? Churchmen
have certainly desired to reconcile science to the
sacred writings ; and for this are they to be accused
of enmity to doth ? Those who would fain fabricate
another fiction like Galileo’s persecution will find
the facts too stubhorn and the light too strong for
them in the case of Columbus.

In the foreground of American history there
stand these three figures—a lady, a sailor, and a
monk. Might they not be thought to typify Faith,
Hope, and Charity? The lady is especially deserv-
ing of honor. Years after his first success the ad-
miral wrote, “In the midst of general incredulity
the Almighty infused into the queen, my lady, the
spirit of intelligence and energy. While every one
else in his ignorance was expatiating on the cost
and inconvenience, her highness approved of it on
the contrary, and gave it all the support in her
power.” And what were the distinguishing quali-
ties of this foster mother of American discovery?
Fervent piety, unfeigned humility, profound rever-
ence for the holy see, a spotless life as daughter,
mother, wife, and queen. ‘‘She is,” says a Protes-
tant author, “one of the purest and most beautiful
characters in the pages of history.” Her holy life
had won for her the title of “ ¢he Catholic.” Other °
queens have been celebrated for beauty, for magnifi-
cence, for learning, or for good fortune; but the
foster mother of America alone, of all the women of
history, is called *the Catholic.”

e
-
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As to the conduct of the undertaking, we have
first to remark, that on the port of Palos the origi-
nal outfit depended; and Palos itself depended on
the neighboring convent. In the refectory of La
Rabida the agreement was made between Columbus
and the Pinzons ; from the porch of the Church of
St. George the royal orders were read to the aston-
ished townsfolk. The aids and assurances of re-
ligion were brought into requisition to encourage
sailors, always a superstitious generation, to embark
on this mysterious voyage. On the morning of their
departure a temporary chapel was erected with

spars and sails on the strand ; and there, in sight of

their vessels riding at shortened anchors, the three
crews —numbering in all one hundred and twenty
souls —received the blessed sacrament. Rising
from their knees, they departed with the benediction
of the church, like the breath of heaven, filling their
sails. )

The admiral had placed himself under the special
protection of our Blessed Lady. His own ship was
called the Santa Maria de la Concepcion. In his cabin
lay the charts drawn up in the Church of St. Mariu
Maggiore at Florence, The first and last known
land they touched at proved to be St. Mary’s, in the
Azores. The second island discovered was called

" La Concepcion, (the first being properly called San
Salvador.) The whole fleet, “ according to invariable
custom,” sang the Salve Regina every evening as the
sun went down.* These are very remarkable facts

¢ This exquisite hymn is thus usually translated : —
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of themselves ; but they become still more so when
we remember that the see of Rome only a few years
since, at the unanimous request of our own prelates,
declared this part of the new world under the
special patronage of the same Blessed Lady. Co-
lumbus, in his piety, had been beforehand with the
bishops in choosing for America its august pa-
troness.

On the night before the discovery of the first
land, after the Salve Regina had been chanted, ac-
cording to his biographers, the admiral made an
impressive address to his crew.. This speech must
have been one of the most Catholic orations ever
delivered in the new world. It has not been re-
corded ; it can never be invented. We can, indeed,
conceive what a lofty homily on confidence in God
and his ever Blessed Mother such a man so situat-
ed would be able to deliver. We can imagine we

.see him as he stands on the darkened deck of the
~ Santa Maria, his thin locks lifted by the breeze al-
ready odorous of land, and his right hand pointing
onward to the west. We almost hear him exclaim,
“Yonder lies the land! Where you can see only
night and vacancy, I behold India and Cathay ! The

“ Hail, O Queen, O Mother of mercy; hail, our life, our comfort, and
our hope.

“We, the banished children of Eve, cry out unto thee. To thee we
send up our sighs, groaning and weeping in this vale of tears.

“Come, then, our advocate, and look upon us with those thy pity-
ing eyes,

 And, after this our banishment, show us Jesus, the blessed fruit of
thy womb.

“0 merciful, O pious, O sweet Virgin Mary !”
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darkness of the hour will pass away, and with it
the night of nations. Cities more beautiful than
Seville, countries more fertile than Andalusia, are
off yonder. There lies the terrestrial paradise,
watered with its four rivers of life ; there lies the
golden Ophir, from which Solomon, the son of Da-
vid, drew the ore that adorned the temple of the
living God ; there we shall find whole nations un-
known to Christ, to whom you, ye favored compan-
ions of my voyage, shall be the first to bring ‘ the
glad tidings of great joy’ proclaimed ‘of old by
angels’ lips to the shepherds-of Chaldea.’” But
alas ! who shall attempt to supply the words spoken
by such a man at such a moment, on that last night
of expectation and uncertainty — the eve of the
birthday of a new world?

Columbus and his companions landed on the
morning of the 12th of October, 1492, on the little
island which they called San Salvador. Three
boats conveyed them to the shore: over each boat
floated a broad banner, blazoned with “a green
cross.” On reaching the land the admiral threw
himself on his knees, kissed the earth, and shed
tears of joy. Then, raising his voice, he uttered
aloud that short but fervent prayer, which, after
him, all Catholic discoverers were wont to repeat.
It is in these words: “ O Lord God, eternal and
omnipotent, who by thy divine word hast created
the heavens, the earth, and the sea, blessed and
glorified be thy name, and praised thy majesty,
who hast deigned, by me, thy humble servant, to
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have that sacred name made known and preached
in this other part of the world.” *

The nomenclature used by the great discoverer,
like all his acts, is essentially Catholic. Neither
his own nor his patron’s name is precipitated on
cape, river, or island. San Salvador, Santa Trini-
dada, San Domingo, San Nicholas, San Jago, San-
ta Maria, Santa Marta, — these are the mementoes
of his first success. All egotism, all selfish policy,
was utterly lost in the overpowering sense of being
but an instrument in the hands of Providence.

After cruising a couple of months among the Ba-
hamas, and discovering many new islands, he re-
turns to Spain. In this homeward voyage two
tempests threaten to ingulf his solitary ship.
In the darkest hour he supplicates our Blessed
Lady, his dear patroness. He vows a pilgrimage
barefoot to her nearest shrine, whatever land he
makes — a vow punctually fulfilled. Safely he
reaches the Azores, the Tagus, and the port of Pa-
los. His first act is a solemn procession to the
Church of St. George, from which the royal or-
ders had been first made known. He next writes
in this strain to the Treasurer Sanchez : * Let pro-
cessions be made, let festivals be held, let churches

* The original prayer, as given by Irving, from the Tablas Chrono-
logicas of Padre Clemente, reads thus : —

¢ Domine Deus mterne et omnipotens, sacro tuo verbo ccelum, et
terram, et mare creasti; benedicatur et glorificetur nomen tuum, lau-
detur tua majestas, que dignita est per humilem servum tuum, ut
ejus sacrum nomen agnoscatur, et preedicatur, in hac altera mundi
parte.”
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be filled with branches and flowers ; for Christ re-
joices on earth as in heaven, seeing the future re-
demption of souls.” The court was, at the time, at
Barcelona ; and thither he repaired with the living
evidences of his success. Seated on the royal dais,
with the aborigines, the fruits, flowers, birds, and
metals spread out before them, he told to princes
his wondrous tale. As soon as he had ended, * the
king and queen, with all present, prostrated them-
selves on their knees in grateful thanksgiving ;
while the solemn strains of the Te Deum were
poured forth by the choir of the Royal Chapel as
in commemoration of some great victory.” *

To place beyond any supposition of doubt the
Catholicity of this extraordinary event, one evi-
dence is still wanting— the official participation of
the sovereign pontiff. That it had from the outset.

" On the 15th of March, 1493, Columbus reached
Palos. On the 9th of May following Pope Alexan-
der issued the famous bull, inter cefera.t In this
bull, after reciting the relations of the Spanish sov-
ereigns to the holy see, the pope proceeds to speak
of the late discovery in these words : —

“We have heard to our great joy that you have
proposed to labor and use every exertion, that the’
inhabitants of certain islands and continents remote
and hitherto unknown, and of others yet undiscov-

# Prescott — Ferdinand and Isabella.

1+ See Appendix No. II. for this document in full; also for Count de
Maistre’s commentary upon it. As the first Papal bull concerning
America, it is worth consideration.
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ered, be reduced to worship our Redeemer and pro-
fess the Catholic faith. Till now you have been
fully occupied in the conquest and capture of Gre-
nada, and could not accomplish your holy and
praiseworthy desires nor obtain the results you
wished. You sent, not without the greatest exer-
tions, dangers, and expense, our beloved son Chris-
topher Colon, a man of worth and much to be com-
mended, fit for such business, with vessels and car-
goes, diligently to search for continents and remote
and unknown islands on a sea hitherto never nav-
igated ; who finally, with the divine assistance
and great diligence, navigated the vast ocean, and
discovered certain most distant islands and conti-
nents which were previously unknown, in which
very many nations dwell peaceably, and, as it is
said, go naked and abstain from animal food,”
&c.

On this recital the required sanction was condi-
tionally given, the conditions being that the Span-
iards should not trespass on discoveries already
made by the Portuguese or any Christian power ;
that they should not search for land within one
hundred leagues west and south of the Cape de
Verds, already possessed by Portugal ; and that they
should “send to the said islands and continents
tried men, who fear God, learned, and skilful and
expert to instruct the inhabitants in the Catholic
faith and teach them good morals.”

In accordance with the requirements of the pope,
there sailed in the second voyage of Columbus the
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Right Rev. Bernardo Buyl, or Boyle, vicar apos-
tolic for the new world, accompanied by twelve
priests. The life of this ecclesiastic is less known
than otherwise might be expected did we not
learn that, after less than a year in the Island
of Hayti, he joined in a cabal against the admiral,
and returned to Spain, where he died. He seems
to have been one of those who precede the apostles
of nations, but are not destined themselves to be
apostles. He is, however, to be remembered as
having consecrated the first Christian church in
the new world, on the feast of the Epiphany,
1494 ; as having founded the mission of Hayti ; and
as the first representative of the holy see in this
region of the earth. His name and acts, obscure
as they have become through time and negligence,
do, nevertheless, supply the last conclusive link of
evidence to the Catholic character of American dis-
covery.

It is time to part with the illustrious sailor who
has hitherto occupied us exclusively. His charac-
ter transcends praise, as his achievements baffle de-
scription. He resembles not remotely Adam stand-
ing alone in the new creation, or Noah steering for
the emerging peaks of Ararat. He stands in space
the patriarch of the Atlantic isles and coasts ; and
all may see, who look upon him closely, that the
prayers of our church move his lips in gratitude,
while its cross overshadows him wherever he goes.
What a lesson the life of that first European Amer-
ican teaches! How well did he unite faith and sci-



COLUMBUS AND THE DISCOVERY. 25

ence, the pious and the practical virtues! In the
presence of Columbus no modern can boast a superi-
or love of progress ; but kis progress was not of the
kind that leaves religion altogether out of sight : —

¢ ——— Toil, and pain,
Famine, and hostile elements, and hosts
Embattled failed to check him in his course —
Not to be wearied, not to be deterred,
Not to be overcome.”

Such was his career. Baut, with all the energy
and courage of the American nature as it now is,
he united the simplicity of the Catholic and the pa-
tience of the apostle. In one sentence we may say,
that, of all the laymen who have lived or who lie
buried in the new world, he was probably the best,
as he is certainly the most illustrious, from the sin-
gular and incomparable nature of his achievements.

3
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Ir xpight plausibly be objected that the character
of a single actor, however eminent, is not enough
to stamp its own religious impress on so vast an
enterprise as the discovery of America. I admit
the plausibility of the objection ; and, as the plausi-
ble is often mistaken for the real, it is necessary to
forestall this fallacious escape, from the conclusion
we have just arrived at.

The success of Columbus stimulated not only
Spain, but all Europe, to oceanic enterprise. In this
new career France may dispute the second place
with Portugal ; England comes next ; Holland and
Sweden last. The captains under all these powers
were Catholics ; the observances and spirit of each
expedition were Catholic ; the forms used by other
nations in taking possession or in founding colonies
were copied after Spain, and of course were Cath-
olic. A little attention to the principal facts in
each case will prove this to be an accurate de-
scription of the whole series of discoveries.

The Spaniards themselves were the first to fol-
low up their own work. Alonzo de Ojeda and
Vasco Nunez de Balboa are the chief of the Spanish

(26)



THE SUCCESSORS OF COLUMBUS. 27

captains after Columbus. There are a score of
others, very eminent in their day; but these two
represent the whole order. Ojeda is a character
history has loved to paint. Intrepid even to rash-
ness, he well knew how to employ dipldmacy when
force fell short. A cavalier accomplished at all
points, a courtier outshining all others of his age,
every historian of American enterprise follows his
carcer with willing praise. He was the discov-
erer of much of the coast of Terra Firma and
the founder of the colony of San Sebastian. His
courage, his disasters, his politic shifts were long
to tell. In his first voyage (1499) he was accom-
panied by Americus Vespucci, a Florentine, who
wrote an account of the expedition, and whose now
forgotten book gave its author’s name to the new
world. For ten years Don Alonzo continued his
American adventures, and at last died, a baffled,
broken-hearted wight, at San Domingo, old in
troubles rather than in years. The character of this
captain was above all things remarkable feor his
enthusiastic devotion to our Blessed Lady. Bishop
Las Casas relates that he always carried about him
8 little Flemish painting of the Mother of God,
which, when wrecked on hostile coasts or bewil-
dered in pathless wilds, he was wont to fasten
against the next tree, then kneel before it and de-
voutly offer up his prayers. Once, having almost
perished, toiling through the morasses along the
coast of Cuba, he made a vow to erect a chapel to
Our Lady at the first village he should meet, and
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there deposit his picture for the veneration of all
comers. This vow he lived to fulfil ; and the Ma-
donna of Ojeda was long held sacred by the Indians
of Cueybas.* When at last death overtook him,

# The subsequent story of Ojeda’s picture is thus related by Mr.
Irving : ¢ Being recovered from his sufferings, Alonzo de Ojeda pre-
pared to perform his vow concerning the picture of the Virgin; though
sorely must it have grieved him to part with a relic to which he attrib-
uted his deliverance from so many perils. He built a little hermitage,
or oratory, in the village, and furnished it with an altar, above which
he placed the picture. He then summoned the benevolent cacique
and explained to him, as well as his limited knowledge of the language
or the aid of interpreters would permit, the main points of the Cath-
olic faith, and especially the history of the Virgin, whom he repre-
sented as the Mother of the Deity that relgned in the skies and the
great advocate for mortal man.

¢ The worthy cacique listened to him with mute attention ; and though
he might not clearly comprehend the doctrine, yet he conceived a pro-
found veneration for the picture. The sentiment was shared by his
subjects. They kept the little oratory always swept clean, and deco-
rated it with cotton hangings labored by their own hands and with
various votive offerings. They composed couplets, or areytos, in
honor of the Virgin, which they sang to the accompaniment of rude
musical instruments, dancing to the sound under the groves which
surrounded the hermitage.

¢ A further anecdote concerning this relic may not be unacceptable.
The venerable Las Casas, who records these facts, informs us that he
arrived at the village of Cueybas some time after the departure of
Ojeda. He found the oratory preserved with the most religious care
as a sacred place, and the picture of the Virgin regarded with fond
adoration. The poor Indians crowded to attend mass, which he per-
formed at the altar; they listened attentively to his paternal instruc-
tions, and at his request brought their children to be baptized. The
good Las Casas, having heard much of this famous relic of Ojeda, was
desirous of obtaining possession of it, and offered to give the cacique
in exchange an image of the Virgin which he had brought with him.
The chieftain made an evasive answer, and scemed much troubled in
mind. The next morning he did not make his appearance.

¢ Las Casas went to the oratory to perform mass, but found the altar

~
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the Christian cavalier desired his body to be buried
in the porch of the nearest church, * that every one
who entered might tread upon his grave.”

Vasco Nunez, a bankrupt gentleman of Balboa,
after holding some minor offices in the colonies,
found himself, in the year 1512, governor of a set-
tlement called Santa Maria, on this side the Isth-
mus of Darien. Recciving from an Indian of the
interior a report of the existence of a great sea
to the west, he resolved, with a handful of men, to
go in quest of it. On foot, through tangled woods
and fetid marshes, through craggy passes and hos-
tile tribes, he forced his way for five and twenty
days. At length he came in sight of a mountain
top, from which, he was told, the ocean was visible.
Halting his men on the slope, he advanced alone to
the summit ; and there, as he beheld the vast Pacific
Sea spreading leagues away towards the south, he
fell upon his knees in an ecstasy of joy and poured
forth the full fervor of his Catholic heart to God.
What a subject for contemplation, the glory and the
humility of Balboa at that hour! Much as we may

stripped of its precious relic. On inquiring, he learned that in the
night the cacique had fled to the woods, bearing off with him his be-
loved picture of the Virgin. "It was in vain that Las Casas sent megs-
sengers after him assuring him that he should not be deprived of the
relic, but, on the contrary, that the image should likewise be presented
to him. The cacique refused to venture from the fastnesses of the
forest ; nor did he return to his village and replace the picture in the
oratory until after the departure of the Spaniards.” — Las Casas, Hist.
Ind, cap. 61, manuseript, Herrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i. lib. ix,
cap. 15.

3*
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admire his zeal and courage in the exploration, still
more ought we to honor the deep sense of devotion
which seized him on seeing for the first time, and
alone, one of God’s most wonderful works. The
isthmus he governed is no longer a wilderness nor
the Pacific a blank waste of waters. Cities are
there ; commerce is there ; wealth is there. The
dream of Columbus is almost realized ; and the trade
of India will yet be brought that way to Europe.
Crowds of eager adventurers checker the land with

‘ new routes, and both oceans are alive with ships ;-

but few of all who have to thank God for homes
or fortunes on the Pacific shore have the moral
courage to cast themselves, like Vasco Nunez, on
their knees and render their first homage to the
Lord of land and sea, the Giver of wealth and of
conquest.

Farther southward still, the Portuguese discov-.

erers, Cabral and Orellana, carried on: the work of
exploration. Finally, on the utmost southern cape
the pious Magellan planted the cross. In all the
Portuguese voyages, the same religious characteris-
tics prevail as in those of the Spaniards.

At the north we once more meet with the Italian
genius in Verazzano and the Cabots. From the
Chesapeake Bay to Massachusetts they coasted the
continent, entered its rivers, and erected crosses on
cape after cape. The Cabots were in the service
of England ; but as yet England was Catholic, and
the creed of an Italian was no insuperable bar to
his employment. This section of the continent,
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which now prides itself on its peculiarly Protestant
antecedents, was thus found and described by our
predecessors in the faith a full century before the
Puritan or the Quaker had yet dreamed of colonizing
in the new world.

Still farther north we come upon a new manifes-
tation of Catholic energy and piety — the French
discoveries. Verazzano was in this service ; but
he perished at sea on his second voyage, and his
fame has been eclipsed by that of Jaques Cartier,
discoverer of the St. Lawrence and founder of
Quebec. He is the leader of an illustrious band —
the Champlains and La Salles. It is proper to
make some brief mention of each of these person-
ages. Cartier sailed on his first voyage from St.
Malo on the 20th of April, 1534 ; and on the 24th
of July following he erected a cross, thirty feet
high, on the shores of Gaspe Bay. Like all the
rest of the early captains, he was a man of real
piety. In the Cathedral of St. Malo he received
the blessed sacrament and the benediction of the
church on his departure and return from each
voyage. His discoveries he generally named after
the saints on whose festivals they were made. St.
Laurent, L’Isle de I’Assumption,® St. Croix, the St.
Charles River, St. Roques, mark the series of his
successes and the spirit of the man. He especially
held it fortunate that he had discovered “ the begin-
ning of Canada” on “ the vigil of the Blessed Vir-
gin,” his “star of the sea” also.

¢ Now Anticosti.

¢
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Champlain, the most distinguished of the succes-
sors of Cartier, sailed for the St. Lawrence in the
year 1603. For two and thirty years he continued
the indefatigable explorer of the north-west. “ To
him,” says Mr. Warburton, “ belongs the glory of
planting Christianity and civilization among the
snows of these northern forests.” * * Champlain,”
says Mr. Bancroft, “ considered the salvation of one
soul as of more importance than the conquest of an
empire.” He was the navigator of the Upper St.
Lawrence, the discoverer of the lake that bears his
name, and of the Lake St. Sacrament.} He was the
founder of many towns, the patron of all the mis-
sions, the friend of the Indians, the first and the best
governor of New France. ’

Robert, Cavalier La Salle, as the first explorer
who navigated Ontario, Erie, Michigan, and Huron,
deserves to be enumerated with the great captains.’
A native of Rouen, carly employed in the colonies,
he had been instigated by the reports of missiona-
ries to seek through the northern lakes a passage
to the Gulf of Mexico: Building a schooner on the
Cayuga Creek, he ascended the lakes in 1679 chant-
ing the Te Deum Laudamus. Carrying his boats
overland from the Miami to a branch of the Illinois"
River, he forced or found his way into the Upper
Mississippi. For many years, with most heroic con-
stancy, this soul of fire and frame of iron was de-
voted to the task of opening routes between the

% Warburton’s Conquest of Canada, vol. i. p. 96.
+ Now Lake George.
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Gulfs of St. Lawrence and of Mexico, until he per-
ished in his enterprise by the hands of two ef his
own uaworthy followers, on an excursion into Tex-
83, in 1687. The Catholic character of La Salle is
marked in every act of ‘his life. He undertook
nothing without fortifying himself by religion ; he
completed nothing without giving the first fruits of
tho glory to God. He planted the cross wherever
he landed even for an hour ; he made the western
desert vocal with songs, hymns of thanksgiving, and
adoration. He is the worthy compeer of De Soto
and Marquette ; he stands sword in hand under the
banner of the cross, the tutelary genius of those
great states which stretch away from Lake Ontario
to the Rio Grande. Every league of that region he
trod on foot, and every league of its water he navi-
gated in frail canoes or crazy schooners. Above
his tomb the northern pine should tower ; around
it the Michigan rose and the southern myrtle should
mingle their hues and unite their perfumes.

The career of La Salle forms a perfect counter-
part to that of the illustrious De Soto, who, leaving
behind him Cuba, of which he was captain gen-
eral, landed at Tampa Bay, in the year 1539, to ex-
plore the mainland. For three years, without sup-
plies, he pursued his plans, traversing poisonous
swamps and burning sands, rafting bayous and ford-
ing rivers, unwearied, but not unworn. He saw his -
men perish around him month after month ; he was
incessantly assailed by the hardy natives of the re-
gion ; he knew that repose and riches awaited him
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in Cuba or in Spain ; but he scorned to turn back
or to confess a failure. At last, by the great river
he had discovered, in the shadow of the cross
he had planted, he died ; and the loyal remnant of
his once proud company buried his body by night
in the midst of the stream, lest the savages should
devour it. Thus perished Don Hernando de Soto,
in all great qualities the equal of the most illustri-
ous explorers ; thus he fell in the wilderness, and
the sorrowing Mississippi took him in pity to her
breast.

British books of history in general have present-
ed only two figures— Cortez and Pizarro — as the
successors of Columbus, and all their actions have
been painted in pitch. American history has been
more just. Irving, Bancroft, and above all Pres-
cott, have done justice to the noble Spanish nation,
and even to Francisco Pizarro. Mr. Prescott pref-
aces his History of the Conquest of Peru by an anal-
ysis of the civilization of the Incas. That civiliza-
tion, poetized by the infidel Marmontel, will be found
to rest on fundamental laws repugnant to all Chris-
tian ethics. Its worship was a perpetual human
sacrifice ; its people were held in the darkest igno-
rance ; the laws requiring the Inca always to marry
his sister established incest as the condition of le-
gitimacy. Such was the system ; and the Inca Pi-
zarro overthrew was undoubtedly one of the most
sanguinary that ever sat on the golden throne of
Manco Capac. That guilty civilization, I know, does
not justify the cruelties of its conquerors ; it would
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Justify a strong and sweeping, but not a bloody and
perfidious policy, such as in general Pizarro pur-
sued. But it is not honest to confound him with
Cortez. In his History of the Conquest of Mexi-
co, the distinguished American historian has shown
that the alleged excessive cruelties of Cortez have
been much exaggerated ; nor is it possible to look
on the present population of Mexico and believe
that at any time extermination of the natives was
the policy of the conquerors. ‘The native race still
remain to testify by their overwhelming numbers
to the general humanity of their Spanish invaders.
But, whatever may be said on this head, I confess I
cannot see much resemblance in the characters of
Cortez and Pizarro.

Cortez, a don by rank, a lawyer by education,
landed on the Mexican coast in the spring of 1519,
and in the autumn of 1521 sat an unquestioned con-
queror in the oft-quoted * halls of the Montezumas.”
The most brilliant campaigns which the new world
has seen were fought by him in three short summers.
Cortez was not only, like the rest, brave as a Castil-
ian, but he was a very able, and perhaps an origi-
nal, statesman ; he was, besides, a true Spanish ora-
tor and a graceful and powerful writer. His
burning the ships, as soon as he had landed, to cut
off every chance of retreat; his coup d’état in seiz-
ing the person of the Aztec emperor ; his conquest
of his rival Narvaez, and incorporation into his
own ranks of the very men sent to capture him, —
evince genius of a high order. In some qualities
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he is, perhaps, the greatest character that ever stood
on the soil of the new world, either at the north, or
the south, or the centre.

Of the conqueror of Peru it is impossible to speak
in terms of forbearance. Base by birth, and unfor-
tunate in all his early career, he landed with some
two hundred men on the Pacific coast, in 1532, to
undertake the conquest of Peru. He succeeded, not
by a series of fierce battles or wise precautions, but
by the coup of Caxamalca. In one year he had
seized the Inca, executed him, and divided fifteen
and a half millions of gold and silver spoils between
the crown and his own followers. He died in 1541,
by the hand of an assassin, in his palace at Lima,
after having reached the rank he so much coveted
— Viceroy of Peru. Between him and Cortez there
are more points of difference than of resemblance.
The main likeness is in this — that both with small
forces conquered populous regions in the same age
and quarter of the world. But Hernando Cortez
was the first, was an original, and had many pecu-
liar difficulties to overcome. The Aztec policy and

-paganism were of hardier growth than the Peruvi-
an ; the resistance of Mexico was more formidable
than that of Cuzco or Quito. Cortez was a schol-
ar, a cavalier trained in the old Spanish school ; he
was naturally generous and merciful, if we judge
him by facts, not by the prejudiced portraits of Eng-
lish historians, who have never forgiven Spain for
the Armada ; or by French infidels, who have never
forgiven her for her orthodoxy.
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Pizarro, on the other hand, is an exception to all
the Spanish captains. Bornabastard, he was reared
a foundling ; untaught to read or write, the stand-
ing target of faction, with no true friends but his
own wit and courage, he triumphed by cruelty;
he fell by assassination. I say that he is no fair
type of the class I speak of : he stands alone, and
owes his sad celebrity partly to the fact that he
does stand alone. Unlike Nunez in humanity, un-
like Cortez in statesmanship, unlike De Soto in
chivalry, he cannot be correctly said to belong in
spirit to the first discoverers ; nor can it be shown
that he formed any school of his own. I would fain
make thig distinction clearly understood, for the sake
of the truth of history.

‘While I have not felt free to denounce the whole
Spanish race for the sins of some of their first
chiefs and settlers, neither must you understand me
as justifying all their actions. Their colonial sys-
tem was unquestionably very liable to abuse, as I
may show when I come to contrast it with the
French system, in the missionary period of this
history. I speak at present only of the first cap-
tains ; and I solemnly protest against accepting
a Pizarro or an Ovando as a representative of the
Catholic leaders of American discovery. Ojeda,
Vasco Nunez, Cortez, De Soto, Cabot, Cartier,
Champlain, La Salle, — why are they forgotten or
unstudied ? In all that distinguishes human nature
—as courage, energy, fortitude — they were con-
spicuous ; in piety, virtue, integrity, they will bear

4



38 CATHOLIC HISTORY OF AMERICA.

comparison with any equal number of the world’s
great men. Pizarro is not of them — Ovando is
not of them. They were not free from faults ; but
neither did their faults outnumber their virtues.
They were a brood of eagles, emigrating farther
and farther into the wilderness as population
sounded from behind. Most of them died in the
regions they had marked out for their own. None
of them fared better than Columbus— none of
them ruled in their posterity. In the islands or on
Terra Firma, with two exceptions, their unknown
graves are scattered in solitary places, and the
names they dreamed to make immortal are now
almost unknown. “ The last have become first, and
the first have become last.”



III.—THE ABORIGINES AND MISSIONARIES.

At the beginning of the seventeenth century,
North America —to which we will hereafter con-
fine the subject — was claimed in parcels by Spain,
France, England, and Holland. The exact civil
boundaries of each power at that period cannot be
traced, from their constant fluctuations and the fre-
quent disputes between the parent countries. In the
present discourse we shall consider each religion in
its relations to the aborigines. The Catholic colo-
nies come first in order of time. Let us ask at the
outset, Was the colonial system of Spain or France
favorable, or the reverse, to missionary enterprise ?
I have no hesitation in saying that the Spanish
system was unfavorable, and that most of the re-
ligious good done in New Spain was done not only
without, but against, the influence of the Spanish
crown. Ferdinand of Arragon, a thorough world-
ling in politics and in philesophy, after the death
of “the Catholic” wrung by concordat from Rome
the nomination of all the bishops, and, through the
bishops, of all the cures of New Spain. He already
held its whole soil in fee for the crown ; he now
claimed and obtained, on certain conditions, the

9
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right to control and farm all its ecclesiastical rev-
enues. Practically these concessions made him the
head of the Spanish American church —an evil
headship, from the effects of which that church has
never recovered. Further: his claiming the per-
petual fee of the soil was unfavorable to the free
emigration of a European laity. It was favorable
only to the emigration of officials or the exporta-
tion of convicts. As Dr. Robertson remarks, * The
colonies were kept in a state of perpetual pupilage,”’
while “the prisons of Spain were drained” to re-
cruit them. We learn, hardly without surprise, that,
“gixty years after the discovery of the new world,
the number of Spaniards in all its provinces is com-
puted not to have exceeded fifteen thousand.” * Thus
royal avarice defeated itself and created innumera-
ble impediments for religion.

The colonial system of France was much more
favorable to missions than the Spanish system. The
king had originally granted the viceroyalty of New
France to the Prince of Condé, who in 1620 sold it
to the Marshal de Montmorenci ; from whom again
it was purchased by Henry de Levi, Duke de Ven-
tadour, at the time a novite of the company of
Jesus. Richelieu transferred it again to a company
called the Company of one Hundred Associates,
under whom both Acadia and Canada began to
flourish. But throughout, though the French crown
claimed the fee of the soil, its policy was always to

® Robertson’s Amerioa, book viii. p. 92,
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grant large tracts to seigneurs—a policy not unfavor-
able to the settlement of new colonies. The bish-
ops also had seigneurial rights, but were, especially
during the long reign of Louis XIV., directly de-
pendent on the crown. Some of the religious houses
—ag the Sulpiciansof Montreal — had similar rights,
and were thereby enabled to undertake distant en-
terprises and to found extensive establishments for
educational purposes. It is true nevertheless, both
of New France and New Spain, that the religious
orders, unaided and unendowed by the parent state,
effected more than the secular clergy and their am-
ply endowed establishments combined.

. We have already seen that, within two months
after Columbus’s return, the pope had charged the
Spanish sovereigns, in the bull inter cetera, to send out
to the newly-discovered countries “ tried men, who
fear God, and skilful and expert to instruct the inhab-
itants in the Catholic faith and teach them good
morals.” Julius II. and all subsequent popes were
equally zealous for the salvation of the same race,
of which the memorable bull of Pope Paul IIE,
issued in 1537, declaring them to be rational crea-
tures, entitled to all the sacraments of religion, is
a crowning proof.* Columbus himself was most
desirous for the conversion of the Indians, in which
desire he was cordially scconded by Queen Isabella.
“She was filled,” says Mr. Irving, “ with a pious
zeal at the idea of effecting such a work of salva-

* See Appendix No. III,
4 *



42 CATHOLIC HISTORY OF AMERICA.

tion.” For the six Indians first presented at court
she stood godmother. *Isabella, from the first,”
adds Irving, “took the most warm and compassion-
ate interest in the welfare of the Indians. She
ordered that great care should be taken of their
religious instruction ; that they should be treated
with the utmost kindness ; and enjoined Columbus
to inflict signal punishment on all Spaniards who
should be guilty of outrage or injustice towards
them.” On the second voyage, twelve zealous and
able priests, under the Right Rev. Bernardo Boyle as
vicar apostolic, commenced the work.of religion by
consecrating a chapel at Isabella, in Hayti, on the
feast of the Epiphany, in the year of our Lord 1494.
That is the historical date of the Catholic religion
in the new world. The new vicar apostolic did not
long remain, as we have before said, in Hayti : after
a year’s sojourn he sailed for Spain, and did not re-
turn. The seven following years the islands were
left without any regular ecclesiastical head, until,
in 1501, Bishop de Espinal, “a venerable and pious
man,” with twelve Franciscan fathers, was sent out
to conduct the missions. In the next year Father
Bartholomew Las Casas, a Dominican, entered on
the American mission. “The whole of his future
life, a space exceeding sixty years, was devoted to
vindicating the cause and endeavoring to meliorate
the sufferings of the natives. As a missionary he
traversed the wilderness of the new world in vari-
ous directions, seeking to convert and civilize them ;
as a protector and champion he made several voy-
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ages to Spain, vindicated their wrongs before courts
and monarchs, wrote volumes in their behalf, and
exhibited a zeal, and constancy, and intrepidity
worthy of an apostle. He died at the advanced
age of ninety-two, and was buried at Madrid, in
the Church of the Dominican convent of Atocha, of
which fraternity he was a member.” *

Upon one of Las Casas’s complaints of injustice
to the Indians, (A. D. 1516,) a commission, composed
of Hieronymite monks, was sent out by the regent,
Cardinal Ximenes, to inquire into the grievances
of the aborigines. This commission is a remarkable
link in our chain of evidence. All historians speak
in the highest terms of the discretion and justice
of the Hieronymites. ‘The exercise of their powers
at San Domingo made a great sensation in the new
world, and for a time had a beneficial effect in
checking the oppressive and licentious conduct of
the colonists.”t+ The same illustrious cardinal
¢ peremptorily ” rejected, according to Robertson,
applications for licenses to import African slaves
into the colony — thus honorably connecting his
name by a double service to humanity with our
earliest civilization.

We may mention here another historical Domini-
can — Father Olmedo, chaplain to Cortez. Mr.
Prescott represents him as the good genius of the
expedition ; as wise as benevolent ; * beautifully
illustrating in his conduct the precepts which he

¢ Irving’s Columbus, vol. hi.: Appendix, p. 416.
+ Irving, vol. iii. p. 237.
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taught ;” as one who, *if he followed the banners
of the warrior, it was to mitigate the ferocity of
war, and to turn the triumphs of the cross to a good
account for the natives themsclves, by the spiritual
labors of conversion.” After the conquest of the
city the same author adds, “ The missionaries lost
no time in the good work of conversion. They be-
gan their preaching through interpreters until they
had acquired a competent knowledge of the language
themselves. They opened schools and founded col-
leges, in which the native youth were instructed in
profane as well as Christian learning.” Twenty
years after the conquest Father Toribio “ could make
the pious vaunt that ‘ nine millions of converts had
been admitted within the Christian fold.’” In the
much diminished territory of Mexico as it is, there
were, in 1850, four millions of Indian Christians,
practical or nominal, two millions of mixed race, and
one million three hundred thousand of European
descent. If populousness be, as Lord Bacon says, a
test of civil society, the preservation of the aborigi-
nes may certainly be called so, and be adduced as
a proof of Spanish tolerance. The aborigines are
still there; they are not exterminated ; they are
Christians, who live more or less up to that high
and holy standard ; they present in Mexico, at this
hour, a living monument of the saving spirit of
Catholic civilization.*

# In a lecture on Mexico, delivered at St. Patrick’s Church, Buffalo,
on the 25th of September, 1853, by the venerable Bishop Timon, who
had lately passed some'months in that country, he observed, —
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Connected with the Mexican missions, I might
mention those of the Jesuits in California which
still happily exist, and which were the only centres
of civilization before the discovery of the gold
mines. Anciently California was included under the
name of Mexico, and is, I presume, comprised in the
general results I have given. One fact peculiar to
that region ought, however, to be mentioned. Father
Picola, who was there a century and a half ago,
was not unaware of the treasures it contained. “I
have no doubt,” he wrote to the Mexican govern-
ment in 1702, “ that most valuable mines might be
discovered in many places were they but sought for ;
since this country is under the same physical influ-
ences as Cinaloa and Sonora, which are so richly
veined with the precious metals.” He bad no doubt
gold was there ; but for his part he was better em-
ployed than to prospect for it— unlike those Episco-
palian ministers of our own day whose mining zeal
and missionary languor have been so eloquently de-

““An evil now, as formerly, exists in Mexico, and might account
for much relaxation of discipline. Bishops are too few; it is morally
and physically impossible for them to fulfil the duties of their office.
France has seventy-seven bishops and fourteen archbishops; Ireland,
with seven millions of Catholics and a territory not more extensive
than a single diocese of Mexico, has four a.rchbishops and twenty-four
bishops ; and Mexico, with seven or eight millions of Catholics and a
territory so vast, has only one archbishop and nine bishoprics, with
actually only six bishops, the former incumbents being dead. Of the
last four bishops of Guadalajara, but one, during a very long adminis-
tration, was able once, and only once, to visit all his diocese ; the other
three visited but a small part; the whole four died on the visit —one as
he completed it, the others as they labored along it.”
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plored in the convention of their sect lately sitting
in New York.* o

Against the civilizing effects of the Spanish mis-
sions the wild life led by the mounted tribes of Texas
(Camanches and Apaches) has been sometimes cited.

#* The Protestant Episcopal Convention for 1853. At this conven-
tion Dr. Kip, author of ¢ The Jesuits in America,” was appointed their
bishop in California. Here we may mention that, after the Provincial
Council of 1852, San Francisco was raised by the holy see to the dig-
nity of a metropolitan church, and the first bishop of Monterey, the
Right Rev. Joseph Allemany, translated thereto. It may not be con-
sidered amiss if we put on record in this place an extract-as to the ori-
gin of San Francisco from one of the newspapers (the Golden Era)
now published in that city : —

¢ How great,’”” exclaims this writer, ¢ are the changes in the womb
of Time! Upon the 27th of June, 1776, seventy-seven years ago, San
Francisco first became known in history. Father Junipero de Laru,
one whose name and deeds in Upper California have secured the proud-
est niche in its history, —one whose monument should stand in the
first place in our public square, as a testimonial of respect, —landed at
this place, accompanied by a few settlers from Sonora. Was it the de-
sire of gold that attracted him hither? Certainly not. Was it the
desire to take possession of its property? No. Was it the desire to
live independent of Mexico? No; none of these. It was to make
spiritual conquests — to reduce the savage to the yoke of Christ— to
illustrate the doctrines of the true God in his own life and precepts.
And fully he accomplished the task. Look at that old Presido and
that venerable Mission of Dolores, and behold the first house erected.
These are his handiwork. San Francisco has this at least to boast of,
that the first building erected within it was dedicated to God’s worship
under the patronage of St. Francis.

¢“The Mission Dolores was founded on the 8th of October, 1776.
Its population was composed of a few soldiers at the presido. In 1836
the first house within the limits of the city was erected by 8. P. Lery,
an American, on Dupont Street. At this time there were fifteen sol-
diers at the military post, under the command of Gamazonila Flores ;
while at the Mission Dolores the population of emigrants and their
descendants was about sixty-four souls, exclusive of Indians.”
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And who rises to accuse them ? The whites in Tex-
as are surely not blameless for the state of things
as they are. The most distinguished of their num-
ber — General Houston — has assured me that the
Indians “ never were the first to break the treaties.”
He is an unimpeachable witness; for he has been a
chief among the savages and a lawgiver of the
whites. Besides, we know that * the Indian mis-
sions,” with their schools and chapels, were long
since wasted by the North Americans settled in
Texas. In the neighborhood of San Antonio de
Bexar the painful evidence is displayed to every
passer by, in the desertion and destruction of the
once flourishing schools of * Concepcion ” and “ San
Jose.” The nopal and the peach now ripen on the
ruins of those establishments ; Italian columns lie
prone on the earth ; and Seville bells swing with the
wind in roofless belfries. It does not well become
those who have made such ruins to arise in accusa-
tion against the Camanches.

The early Dominican and Jesuit missionaries in
Florida are worthy of special remembrance. The
first fathers of whom mention is made were two
who left Spain in 1547, armed with an ordinance
that all natives of Florida held as slaves in the
islands since De Soto’s expedition should be liber-
ated. Soon after reaching Florida they were scalped -
and eaten by the savages. In 1565 Father Marti-
nez, the first Jesuit who entered the same territory,
shared the same fate. In 1578 three more of the
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same order perished in-the same manner. But after
o long and ferocious existence, extending till the
beginning of the next century, it was given to the
reformed Franciscans to convert Florida. Chris-
tianity for a while reigned over the everglades, and
its solemn hymns resounded from many belfries be-
gides those of St. Augustine. Colonial warfare,
inhuman traffic, and Protestant persecution at last
blighted the growing good and effaced the glorious
work so bravely commenced and so fearlessly
carried forward in all the provinces of New
Spain.*

The northern missions, interrupted by the first
capture of Quebec in 1629, were resumed by the
Jesuits immediately on its restoration. From that
event till the Iroquois war there were ten years
of peace and missionary triumph. “ Within, ten.
years,” says Dr. O’Callaghan, “ they had completed
the examination of the country from Lake Superior
to the gulf, and founded several villages of Chris-

¢ ¢ From the accounts which I have given of the humane and per-
severing zeal of the Spanish missionaries, in protecting the helpless
flock committed to their charge, they appear in a-light which reflects
lustre upon their function. They were ministers of peace, who en-
deavored to wrest the rod from the hands of oppressors. To their
powerful interposition the Americans were indebted for every regula-
tion tending to mitigate the rigor of their fate. The clergy in the
Spanish settlements, regular as well as secular, are still considered by
the Indians as their natural guardians, to whom they have recourse
under the hardships and exactions to which they are too often ex-
posed.” — Robertson’s America, book viii. p. 249. London edition of
Jones and Co., 1826.
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tian neophytes on the borders of the upper lakes.
While the intercourse of the Dutch was yet con-
fined to the Indians in the vicinity of Fort Orange,
and five years before Eliot, of New England, had
addressed a single word to the Indians, within six
nmiles of Boston Harbor the French missionaries
planted the cross at Sault Ste. Marie, whence they
looked down on the Sioux country and the valley
of the Mississippi.” *

In the midst of these successes * the Iroquois war ”’
broke out — a war in which paganism, incited and
armed by Protestantism, furiously assailed the only
Christian missionaries who had yet ventured into
the depths of the forest. * The war,” says Mr.
Shea, “ proved fatal to the allies of the French. In
1650 Upper Canada was a desert ; and not a mission,
not a single Indian, was to be found where but a
few years before the cross towered in each of their
many villages and hundreds of fervent Christians
gathered round their fifteen missions.” + Six fa-
thers had won the martyr’s crown ; one was muti-
lated for life ; and some of those who escaped had
only deferred their time a few years later. In the
massacre the missions in the western part of New
York were destroyed and Father Garnier put to
death, Father Isaac Jogues, illustrious for courage
and sufferings, escaped with mutilation, returned to

¢ O’Callaghan’s Doc. History of New York, vol. 1.
1 Shea’s Exploration of the Mississippi.

5
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France, but, burning with predestined zeal, came
back some years after, and met his heroic death in
the Mohawk valley. This mission notwithstanding
was reopened again and again until the state
passed into English hands, when the penal laws
were most rigorously enforced.

The martyrdom of Lallemand and Breebeuf upon
Lake Huron deserves to be cited. In the winter of
1649 their missionary village was captured by a war
party of pagan Iroquois armed with Dutch fire-
locks. Incisions were made in their flesh, in which
redhot iron was thrust ; and one of them, Lallemand,
had his eyes torn out and two burning coals fixed
- in the bleeding sockets. The Christian Indians, at-
tempting to rescue their apostles, were defeated.
One of the chiefs counselled retreat; but another
nobly made answer, “ What! shall we abandon
these kind teachers, who have perilled their lives in
our behalf? Their desire for our salvation will be
the cause of their death. There is now no time for
their escape through the snow. Let us die with
them and bear them company to heaven.” This
. was the declaration of a Huron chief, uttered cen-
turies ago in the teeth of a victorious majority —a
declaration which raises him in true heroism far
above those quasi Catholics of our own day who
attempt to conciliate by compromising the known
truth. If ever trials of life and death should come
again for the church in America, may there be found
a laity to say with the Huron chief of the priest-
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hood, “ Let us die with them and bear them com-
pany to heaven.”*

It would be impossible to particularize the other
martyrdoms which are on record as occurring in the
north and west in the early Indian wars.

The massacre of the Christian neophytes, includ-
ing Fathers Du Poisson and -Sorel, by the Natchez
tribe, 1729, was almost equal in atrocity to the
Iroquois martyrdom. The memory of these illus-
trious martyrs dwells upon the Mississippi as that
of Lallemand at the Sault, of Jogues in the valley
of the Mohawk, and Rasles on the Penobscot
River. No American Catholic can ever behold
without admiration those scenes of true glory, nor
hear even their names mentioned without emotion.

Shall I seek to name the chief apostles of Indian
nations — Jogues and Le Moyne of the Iroquois ; the
martyrs I have just mentioned among the Hurons ;
Allouez, the apostle of Lake Superior ; Granier of
the Illinois ; Marquette of Michigan ; Gravier of
the Miamis ; Guignas of Wisconsin; Boullanger of
the Choctaws; De Guyenne of the Alabamas ;
White of the Susquehannas ; Rasles of the Abnakis;
and Marest of Labrador? Some others, equal in
services and in sufferings, might be called up ; but
these will suffice as representatives of the Jesuits
in America. From the beginning of the seventeenth
century till the suppression of that illustrious order,

* For an illustration of the effects of the missions on the Indian
females, see Appendix No. V.
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it gave to America the most learned, intrepid, pious,
and laborious body of pioneers and teachers that
ever stood on the soil of this continent. I will go
further. I will say, that, in the whole history of
Christian missions, there is not to be found a class
of apostles superior in the main to the first Amer-
ican Jesuits.

In Lower Canada their missions were most nu-
merous ; in Upper Canada they had fifteen fathers;
in the Illinois country three ; in Arkansas, Wiscon-
sin, Alabama, and Carolina, one each ; in Louisiana,
some six or ten ; in all, before the suppression, prob-
ably fifty fixed missions, with central points in Aca-
dia, at Quebec, Three Rivers, Detroit, Mackinac,
Kaskaskia, St. Louis, Natchez, and New Orleans.
Throughout all this immense region, from gulf to
gulf, opportunities of conversion were offered to all
the barbarous native nations long before a Protes-
tant preacher had ventured a hundred miles from
any Dutch or English fortress on a similar errand.
When at length the French infidels triumphed over
the Jesuits, in 1763, the missions of North America
lost their best supplies. It is very true that others
were not wanting to take their place ; but none had
equal success. After the happy restoration by
Pope Pius VII,, the Jesuits again appeared in Can-
ada, on the Kennebec, at the Sault Ste. Marie, and
beyond the Rocky Mountains. In those far regions
Fathers De Smet, Accolti, and Barraga, our own
contemporaries, have proved themselves not un-
worthy of the traditions of their order.

»
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Among the efforts of our missionaries for Indian
civilization I have placed first their religious ser-
vices, because these almost equally benefit the indi-
vidual, the family, and society at large. To com-
prehend their real value, we must imagine what was
the superstition they had to displace. The belief
in manitous, or spirits, inhabiting animals and pro-
tecting or cursing men, was general throughout
North America; human sacrifices were also gen-
eral ; the power of the medicine men was arbitrary
for life or death ; polygamy prevailed among the
Illinois ; and indiscriminate intercourse, to some ex-
tent, among all the tribes. It was a superstition
without mercy, without morality, without remorse ;
under its sway no mental or social culture was
possible, Against this terrible barbarism Spain
and France, north and south, put forth their power
and their missionaries; and the valleys of the Mis-
sissippi and the St. Lawrence, the prairies of Illi-
nois and the borders of the great lakes, in one
short century, were in a fair way of witnessing a
permanent Indian civilization.

To say that all attempts at civilization must be-
gin with a religion, true or false, is to say, in other
words, that the brain and heart are the seats of life
and sense. Our Catholic missionaries, without an
exception, began with the head and heart of the
Indian. Catechetical instruction, by words, signs,
writings, and pictures, was in every instance the
first undertaking of the black robe. Baptism was
not conferred but with great care and after long

5 *
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probation : it was given to adults on, among other
conditions, that of being immediately followed by
matrimony — thus laying the sacred foundations of
the family institute. Penance supervised and con-
ducted the moral progress of the baptized at regular
intervals. Without this sacrament of revision and
of reunion, it seems to be morally impossible that
a pagan people could be confirmed in their new
Christianity or conducted steadily by its spirit.
My first inference, then, is this — that the Catholic
system and discipline was the best suited to convert
the Indian nations.

Not only the spirit, but also the forms of our dis-
cipline, appear to me indispensable to this end.
Fervid extempore appeals from the altar were more
likely to affect a nation of orators than the cold
and formal essays of the sectarian ministers. If
oratory failed, the Indian could be taken by the
eye; to which sense the pictures of saints, the lights
upon the altar, the sacred vessels glistening like
stars in the darkened chapel, all addressed them-
gelves. The eye is ever the sense most powerful in
savages. Many tribes, though not all, were likewise
fond of music. The Hurons delighted in music, the
Ottawas did not; the same difference existed be-
tween the Algonquins and the Iroquois. Now, those
nations most partial to music were soonest converted
and easiest confirmed. Whole Indian congrega-
tions sung aloud the responses at certain parts of
the mass ; and their hymns and dances in honor of
the Blessed Virgin are mentioned by every mis-
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gsionary. The beating of the breast, the ringing of
the bell, and thc ascent of the incense, all had
charms and attractions for these simple-hearted cat-
echumens. I know that some writers pretend to
condemn such display as inconsistent with the sim-
plicity of the worship due to God from his crea-
tures ; as if the incense the Almighty made was too
precious for its Maker, or the gold he scattered
through the earth too bright to adorn the temples
of the Scatterer! The same objection was made of

~old to Magdalen’s precious ointment, and might be
still more strongly made against the divine Archi-
tect’s plan, of which David was but the undertaker,
and Solomon the builder.

Within the mission, within the breast of the be-
liever, the new life of civilization began ; but there
it did not end. Every wigwam chapel gathered its
colony ; the Catholic principle was fatal to the no-
madic looseness of life ; the mission always matured
into a village. The progress indeed was slow at
first, as must be every progress from barbarism up-
wards ; as was Roman, Gothic, Celtic, and Norman
progress. But we have every right to assume, from
what progress was made while the Catholic mission
flourished, that both the individual and the fumily
would have been reclaimed, and the new Indian
society gradually developed, had time enough been
granted. One of our statesmen, speaking of the re-
wains of those missions, is induced to say that much
was due to French courtesy and sobriety, “ and much
more, perhaps, to the influence of a religion which,
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though often calumniated, exercises a dominion over
the minds of untutored savages far more powerful
and far more salutary than has hitherto resulted
from the influence of any other.” *

Every Catholic missionary set out with the reso-
lution to learn the native language. At Quebec
and at New Orlcans there were schools where In-
dian languages were taught to Europeans. Father
Chamnount wrote a Huron, Father Bruyas an Iro-
quois, dictionary ; Father Gravier did likewise for
the Illinois, Father White for the Susquehannas, .
and Father Rasles for the Abnakis. These and
other fathers translated into the several lan-
guages of the nations among which they resided
various catechisms, portions of Scripture, lives of
Christ, and other elementary treatises. They were
thus laying the broad foundations of a living Indian
literature, which must in time have become a valu-
able element in the work of aboriginal training.
Except symbolic signs, these people had no charac-
ter ; the missionaries alone labored to supply this
void, in the manner most natural and most agreea-
ble to men jealous of their race. While translating
Catholic literature into Indian languages, they at
the same time collected not only the grammar of
Indian tongues, but innumerable native traditions;
which collections, at this day, are the most valuable
part of all we possess concerning the red race of
America. Had the Indian civilization gone on,

* Hon. J. K. Paulding, Atlantic Souvenir for 1831. -
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‘how much more valuable would it be to them to
have the traditions of their fathers in the language
of their fathers, than to be obliged wholly to trans-
late their ideas into a foreign tongue!

As travellers and experimentalists, the services
of our missionaries to Indian civilization are re-
spectable. They werc the first explorers of the
northern lakes and rivers, and the first to descend
the Mississippi and to ascend the Missouri. I can
but indicate to you their labors in that region.

Undeterred by the fate of Breebeuf and Lalle-
mand, other missionaries made their way to Lake
Huron ; and in 1665 one of them, Father Allouez, ex-
plored Lake Superior in a canoe, and founded a mis-
sion on its banks called St. Esprit. A mission also
grew up at the Sault Ste. Marie, from which voyages
and journeys of discovery were made in every di-
rection. In 1673 Fathers Marquette and Dablon,
of the Lake Superior mission, hearing of a great
river to the west, made their way to Green Bay, as-
cended the Fox River, travelled by land to the Wis-
consin, and, following its course, on the 17th of
June discovered the Upper Mississippi, as De Soto
one hundred and thirty years before had discovered
the Lower Mississippi. The Missouri, the Ohio, the
Arkansas, and the Illinois Rivers were also explored
by Father Marquette, who has been called, and well
deserves to be called, “the father of the west.”
The last hour of this good man’s life was in keeping
with all the rest. Feeling that his hour was come,
be built an altar of turf on the shores of Lake
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Michigan ; and after offering the holy sacrifice of
the mass, he said to his Indian congregation, “ Leave
me alone for half an hour.” They withdrew like
obedient children, and, after the half hour elapsed,
returned and found him dead before the altar, a
holy joy upon his face, his arms crossed upon his
breast. Thus Father Marquette departed to God
from the depths of that wilderness which for the
glory and increase of Christianity he was the first
to traverse and describe. * The west,” says Ban-
croft, “ will build his monument.” It is to be hoped
80, for the west’s own honor.

Every such exploration as Marquette’s (and there
were others of almost equal importance) was fol-
lowed by a map and a memoir, describing the phys-
ical geography of the country. Being, besides, men
of some science, and quick observers, the missiona-
ries made several useful discoveries, and introduced
many improvements. They first made wine from
the native grape, wax (for candles) from the wild
laurel, and incense from the gum tree.* They drew
attention to the cotton plant and the mulberry tree
of the Mississippi valley; they introduced the
sugar cane from their gardens in New Orleans ; they
first planted the peach in Illinois ; and were the first
to introduce wheat and the plough into the prairies.
The aborigines had habitually planted their maize
in holes made with a dibble ; but the Jesuits taught
them better. If, as has been said, “ a plough proper

® Kiy's Jesuits in America.
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“in a field arable ” be the noblest escutcheon, then is
it theirs ; if
“In ancient days the sacred plough employed
The kings and awful fathers of mankind,”

a share of the same awe and honor belongs to the
early Catholic missionaries. They pointed out the
locality of many minerals; they were the first to
work the copper mines of Lake Superior for orna-
ments for the altars at the Sault ; and the first to ac-
quaint New York of the existence of her own salt
springs.*

About this latter discovery there is an anecdote,
worth repeating. When Father Simon la Moyne
communicated the fact to his Dutch correspondent,
Dominie Megapolensis, the cautious dominie, in lay-
ing it before “ the classis of New Amsterdam,” ex-
presses himself in great doubt “ whether this infor-
mation be true, or whether it be a Jesuit lie.” 1t
turned out to be quite true, as the annual revenues
of New York State can testify. Of many another
Jesuit discovery we may say with confidence that
it was just as true as that there is salt at Syra-
cuse.

Dr. Kip, in his publication of Jesuit letters, seems
to think the good immediate effects of their missions
(which he admits) were not very lasting. They
,were not, indeed, where the English had the power
to counteract ; as when in this state, a little over a

# Shea’s Discovery of the Mississippi Valley, p. 227.



60 CATHOLIC HISTORY OF AMERICA.

century ago, they executed Father John Ury on a
trumped-up charge of plotting with the negroes.
But where that power was not absolute, as in Low-
er Canada by treaty, or in the west from its dis-
tance, the missions never wholly decayed. Accord-
ing to a parliamentary paper of the session of 1834,
there were ten thousand Christian Indians in Lower
Canada ; in the upper province there may be half
as many ; on the Kennebec and in the lower British
provinces, say five thousand Christian Indians ; on
Lake Superior Bishop Barraga counts five thousand ;
in California, in 1833, Bacholot found twenty thou-
. sand under the Franciscan fathers ; Father de Smet
and his coadjutors count in the far west several
thousands ; in Mexico there are four millions of
pure Indians and two millions of mixed race; in
all, north of the isthmus, there may be seven mil-
lions of the pure or mixed descendants of the abo-
rigines who are Catholic Christians and have learned
from Catholicity the first lessons of civilization. It
is to be regretted there are not many millions more ;
but, all things considered, it is well there are so
many.*

I turn now to the Protestant attempts ; and these
are so few and simple that they will be easily told.
The most respectable was the attempt made by “ the
apostle Eliot,” as he is called, among the Massachu-

s

® « Within the territory of the United States, in 1853, there were but

one hundred and eighty thousand east of the Mississippi, and two

hundred and twenty thousand west of it.”” — Report of Secretary of the
Interior for 18563.
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setts Indians about the year 1640, and from that
time till his death. I have no desire to deny his
zeal, his learning, or his sincerity. All that is ne-
cessary is to state the fact mentioned by his early bi-
ographer, who tells us he extended his labors from
Boston “ even to Cape Cod.” He gathered several
neophytes at Natick, and translated the Bible into
the Narragansett tongue; but by the time he had
done, there were no Narragansetts to read it. The
success of Brainerd at Stockbridge was not so short-
lived ; but it also has passed away. When Father
Rasles was on the Kennebec, the Rev. Richard Bax-
ter settled in his neighborhood and opened an Indi-
an free school there. On being invited to a discus-
sion of doctrines he left, and did not again return
to his “mission.” His discomfiture is told with
natural complacency by the veteran Jesuit, who
spent thirty-seven years of his life in the wilderness,
and laid down his mission only with his life. 'When,
in 1703, Governor Dudley, of Boston, offered to re-
build the church of the Abnakis burned by the Pu-
ritans, on condition he was to send them a minister,
the Indian deputy replied by a parallel, in which he
8aid, “ When you first came hither you saw me a
long time before the French governors ; but neither
those who preceded you nor your ministers have
spoken to me of prayer or the Great Spirit. You
have seen my furs, my skins of the beaver and theelk, -
and it is about these only you have thought;” and
much more to the same effect. On the contrary, he
added, the French black robe “hardly deigned to
6
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look at his furs,” but spoke to him at once * of
the Great Spirit, of paradise, of hell, and of the
prayer.” Equally acute was the answer of Red
Jacket to the missionary who told the Senecas all
his religion was in the Bible: “Brother,” said he,
“you say all good is in the book ; it is well. Go
back to your own people at Buffalo Creek; they
have the good book; when they become all good
you can return to us, and we will hear you talk more
of the Bible.” Except their partial success among
the remains of the Oneidas, I know no Methodist
mission in the older states which can now show any
considerable congregation.

In the year of our Lord 1725, the celebrated
Berkeley, Dean of Derry, pleaded the cause of the
Indian race so forcibly, that, at the table of Pope
the poet, Swift and others started up, exclaiming,
“Let us go! let us go!” They did not go, how-
ever ; but Berkeley did. He sailed to the colonies
-in 1729, on the faith of a grant of twenty thousand
pounds, with which he was to found an Indian col-
lege in Bermuda. But the money was never paid
over, the college never founded ; and Dr. Berkeley,
after three years spent at Newport, returned to his
learned friends and an Irish mitre, leaving the red
race to Providence. This was, we believe, the only
project ever submitted to the British government
for aid to convert our Indians. Their treatment
of Dean Berkeley, compared to the Spanish govern-
ment’s uniform attention to Las Casas, or the French
government’s aid to the Canadian misssionaries,
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does deep dishonor to England. A day will come
when history will make her feel it.

In comparatively recent times, especially by the
Methodist sect, missionaries have gone among the
Indians with occasional success ; but no results like
Caugawauga, St. Regis, the Sault, or the Oregon
missions have at any time been attained by any
of the sects. Few or none — I do not know one —
of the sectarian missionaries died in the American
forest. In this there is a marked difference between
them and the Catholics, who almost always died in
harness. It is quite common to meet obituaries of
Jesuits who had spent from thirty to fifty years in
the wilderness, and died at patriarchal ages, in the
midst of their neophytes. Father Chamnount, al-
ready mentioned, lived over fifty years among the
- Hurons ; Bishop Las Casas, over sixty among the

various tribes of Central America and New Spain ;
Williamson, in his History of Maine, speaks of * Mr.
Manach, a French priest, who had lived among the
Micmacs forty years or more prior to 1763;” Fa-
ther Rasles had spent some thirty-five years with his
beloved Abnakis.* Sometimes members of the same
family have lived for years without once meeting, as

® It is to be wished that the interesting missions in Maine, both by
the fathers last mentioned and by P. P. Vincent, and Jaques Bigot and
M. Thury, were made the subject of detailed inquiry. In no part of
the new world do the Jesuits appear to more advantage.
[After the above note was written, we learned with sincere pleasure
. that Mr. John Gilmary Shea had a work in the press, in which the
American missions — including, of course, those of Maine — will be
treated of very fully.]



64 CATHOLIC HISTORY OF AMERICA.

the three Lallemands, the two Mambres, the two Bi-
gots, and the two Le Moynes. Many a noble house in
Europe might almost have forgotten that it had
such sons, when some of those “ edifying letters,”
now so precious to our history, would find their way
to the parental roof. The very names of the wri-
ters would then sound strangely in the homes of
their fathers, and a new generation would ask, in
wonder, the date of their departure from France or
Spain.

Let me not be thought to overstate the results of
the Catholic missions among'the red men. I argue
only that systematic attempts were made. I full
well know that barbarian life will not yield up its
habits in one, nor two, nor three generations. I
know, also, there were many special impediments in
the way of the first apostles to the Americans.
France and Spain were unfortunately at war the
greater part of the period I have been describing.
They were not only at war with each other, but at
feud with Rome. During the entire reign of Louis
XTV. no French bishop visited the chair of Peter.
Under the attractive or repulsive action of Protes-
tantism, Catholic states were becoming less Catho- -
lic up to the hour of the French revolution. More-
over, on this continent, the captains of those powers
and of England did not hesitate to employ the In-
dian in war on his own conditions. The expulsion
of the French from Canada in 1760, the suppression
of the Jesuits in France in 1763, and their Roman
suppression ten years later, were 50 many obstacles
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to a systematic and established success at the
north.* But a great and generous beginning had
been made from Canada to Mexico. A Protestant
tourist in Canada, speaking of the Jesuits before
the suppression, says, * They do not care to become
preachers to a congregation in the town or country,
but leave those places, together with the emoluments
arising from them, to the (sccular) priests. All
their business here is to convert the heathen ; and
with that view their missionaries are scattered over
every part of the country. Near every town and
village peopled by converted Indians are one or two
Jesuits, who take great care that they may not re-
turn to paganism, but live as Christians ought to
do.”t “Simply to call these people religious,”
says Mr. Irving of certain Rocky Mountain Indi-
ans, “would convey but a faint idea of the deep
hue of piety and devotion which pervades the whole
of their conduct. They are more like a nation of
saints than a horde of savages.”{ Speaking of
those of New Spain, Baron Von Humboldt says,
“The Indians of the missions have the manners of
our peasants.”§ Even when the missions were no
longer supplied with priests, the relics and tradi-

* The Bishop of Quebec employed Priests of the Mission to supply
the place of the Jesuits, by whom the good light was still kept burn-
ing at Tadousae, Lorette, Becaucourt, St. Francois, Sault St. Louis,
&e. The return of the black robes was, however, a godsend to the
poor natives, who have ever since been chiefly attended by them.

t See Appendix No. V. for other testimony to the same cffect.

1 Irving’s Adventures of Bonneville,

§ Humboldt’s Personal Narrative, vol. iii. p. 235.

6‘
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tions of Christianity were fondly cherished. John
Wesley found’ the doctrine of the Trinity of the
Godhead among the Chicasaws ; and three several
times tribes from Oregon despatched messengers to
St. Louis, to ask their American father to provide
them with “black robes.” In some tribes this
spirit seems to have been imperishable ; others,
when the clergy were no longer with them, returned
to their idols — a thing hardly to be wondered at.
I have thus maintained my second proposition.

I have shown you that the greatest names of mod-
ern Catholicity are bound up in the story of the In-
dian race. I have mentioned the missions of the
Jesuits, Dominicans, Carthusians, Franciscans, Rec-
ollets, and Vincentians. I mightalmost assert that
every Catholic order is represented in the history
of this continent. Why be at war with history ?
The Jesuits are there, in the outer gate of all our
chronicles. Speak them civilly as you pass on.
For us, cold compliments are not enough. Our
blood warms at witnessing their heroic virtue, and
we are compelled to raise our voices in evidence of
our homage. They were the first to put the forest
brambles by ; they were the first to cross the thresh-
olds of the wigwams of every native tribe; they
first planted the cross in the wilderness, and shed
~ their blood cheerfully at its base. Shall we not
study their lives and recall their words ? Shall we
not figure them on canvas and carve them in mar-
ble? Shall we not sing the song of their triumph,
and teach it to our children’s children, until the re-
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motest generation? We have never had cause to
be ashamed of them ; and God grant they may have
none to be ashamed of us. I ask again of those
not with us, Why be at war with history? The
Jesuit is in the gate, and you can no more enter the
first chapter of your own chronicles without meeting
him there than you can enter Quebec in time of war
without giving the sentry the countersign.



1IV.—THE CATHOLICS AND THE REVOLUTION.

WE are now to speak of the revolution which
took place in British America, and of how far Cath-
olic blood, talent, and treasure contributed to the
establishment of the republic. A previous, neces-
sary question is, the condition of the colonies out
of which the republic was erected.

French colonies were established at Quebéc in
1608, on the Penobscot in 1631, at “ the Sault ” and
at Kaskaskia abeut 1670, and at New Orleans so
late as 1717. The Spanish settlement of St. Augus-
tine, in Florida, dates from 1565, and makes that
town the oldest in our republic. In the year 1605,
English Episcopalians settled at Jamestown ; in
1620, the Puritans landed at Plymouth ; in 1682,
the Quakers founded Philadelphia ; in 1661, the
Huguenots were settled in Carolina ; in 1729, the
Irish Presbyterians settled on the Merrimac; and
in 1732, Oglethorpe emigrated to Georgia. The
“ Dutch Reformed " sect had settled on the Hudson
in 1610, and English and Irish Catholics on the
Chesapeake in 1634.

We have thus side by side, not only New France

and New England, New Amsterdam and New Spain,
(68)
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but the Protestant and Catholic religions, repre-
sented in contemporaneous colonies, three thousand
miles removed from the first sees and schools of
both religions. The relative power of these col-
onies, and the gradual spread of British sover-
eignty over all the territory destined to form the
first United States, raised that previous question of -
which I have just spoken.

The North American colonies of France and
Spain were not at any time largely supplied with
emigrants from the parent countries. At the first
capitulation of Quebec, a century after its settle-
ment, “two ships” were considered enough to
transport its inhabitants out of Canada. Till this
day the Americans of Spanish origin, north of the
isthmus, (including Cuba,) do not number above
four millions. In Louisiana, the descendants of its
founders did not exceed thirty thousand at the be-
ginning of the present century. The colony of
Maryland had a majority of Catholics down to the
English revolution of 1688 ; but as the total did not
exceed then twenty-five thousand,* the majority
could not amount to a very large number. The
Protestant colonies had increased in numbers more
rapidly. At Cromwell’s death the New England
colonies contained fifty thousand inhabitants, and
Virginia as many more. How shall we account for
this difference? Was England, in the seventeenth

® In 1671 the population was sixteen thousand. Governor Sharpe,
in a lctter, written in 1758, to the then Lord Baltimore, states that the
Catholics were in a majority down to the year 1683,
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century, more crowded or more enterprising than
France and Spain? Or is it as much the nature of
sects to fcel unsettled, to wander away, to seek new
homes, as it is the nature of the church to satisfy
the soul, to check worldly ambition, to render the
poor patient in the endurance of their lot? Explain
* it as you will, the fact remains, that the Catholics
of Europe were never as eager to emigrate to Amer-
ica as-the sectarians were.

Those Catholics who settled in Maryland were
chiefly of the better classes in England and Ire-
land ; educated young men, in search of employ-
ments ; heads of families, in search of cheaper sub-
sistence ; men, proud of their ancient faith, who
preferred an altar in the desert to a coronet at
court ; professional or trading men, bound by in-
terest and sympathy to these better classes. They
composed a wise and select community worthy of
their rich inheritance. One of their earliest legis-
lative acts was “ the toleration act of 1649,” the
first ordinance of its kind known in Americs,
which granted freedom of worship “ to all who be-
lieved in Jesus Christ.” They waged no extermi-
nating wars with the Indians ; they had no strong
towns; but, scattered along the coasts and river
courses, they cultivated their farms, shipped their
superfluities, bought, and sold, and built, until in
half a century they had increased their numbers a
thousand fold.

There was another class of Catholics scattered
through the colonies from the first — the Irish polit-
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ical offenders, banished after the unsuccessful rising
of 1641 and the subsequent Protestant revolu-
tion. The statistics of this class it is hopeless to
seek. From the state papers of Cromwell’s time,
there is reason to set them at from fifty to one hun-
dred thousand souls shipped to the West Indics or
the continent.* Barbadoes and Jamaica had, per-
haps, the larger part. Of the whole, two thirds must
have been women and boys, the men capable of
bearing arms, having been pressed into the Protect-
or’s flcet, or sent to recruit the ranks of Austria,
or picked up by recruiting agents from other Eu-
ropean states.

In estimating exiles of this class as an’element
of our original population, we must allow for the
extraordinary mortality which inevitably befell
them. In 1625 we hear that of eighteen hundred
convicts shipped to Virginia within the six previous
years, at a cost of fifteen thousand pounds, only one
hdlf remained alive.t In Barbadoes and Jamaica
the exiled Irish wasted away, leaving only a scanty
posterity in either of those islands.f Of the un-

¢ “The republican commissioners” having recommended, A. D.
1652, ““that Irishwomen be sold to merchants and transported to Vir-
ginia, New England, Jamaica, or other countries,” immense numbers
were so sent. Sir William Petty mentions six thousand women and
boys sent to the West Indian islands alone. Henry Cromwell’s Irish
Correspondence contains many details of ¢Ais undertaking ; a contempo-
rary manuscript, in the late Dr. Lingard’s possession, gave the total at
sixty thousand souls ; Bruodin, a contemporary, sets it at one hundred
thousand.

t Stith’s History of Virginia, p. 167.

1 Among the gentlemen who formed the council of the governor of
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happy females transported to New England, many
descendants must remain ; many, perhaps, who hold
their heads high, and do not know that their moth-
erg’ milk was drawn from that much-enduring race
of Celtic islanders.

The English revolution of 1688 was a disastrous
event for the Catholic minority in British America.
Maryland had enjoyed freedom of worship for half
a century ; New York, and the British settlement
in Maine,—*“ the ducal province of Sagadahock,”
as it was called,— had recently been opened to
Catholics by the wisdom of Governor Dougan, him-
self a Catholic. William Penn, who owed so much
to Jamres IL., could not refuse to tolerate his pa-
tron’s creed in Pennsylvania. But this fair prospect
was suddenly overclouded. The Prince of Orange
landed in England, seized the crown, defeated his
father-in-law’s forces in Ireland, and carried out
what is commonly called * the glorious revolution
of 1688.” All the colonies felt the reaction. Leis-
ler seized New York under the rallying cry of “ No
Popery ” and “ Down with the Jesuits.” The colo-
nies, like Massachusetts and Virginia, which had
somewhat relaxed the penal code, now increased its
penalties. The new charters of William and Mary
allowed liberty of conscience “to all Christians
except Papists ;”* and how savagely these laws

Barbadoes, in 1767, I find the names of Patrick Lynch, Benjamin
Malony, and one or two others of Irish origin.

# Acadia, the French Nova Scotia, had been peopled for nearly a
century by a simple, pious, pastoral race, when, in 1713, Louis XIV.,
by the treaty of Utrecht, ceded their country to Queen Anne.
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could be enforced m:;y be seen in the melancholy
story of the expulsion of the Acadians.

A fate hardly less cruel befell the Catholics of
Maryland. The founder of that colony, in whom
its proprietorship had been vested by James I,
without condition, though well knowing his Catho-
licity, had voluntarily thrown it open “to all who
believed in Jesus Christ.” He had even drafted
oaths, binding his deputies and their council not to
interfere with any man’s conscience. The Episco-
palian;excluded from New England, had a home in
Maryland and a seat in its assembly ; the Puritan,
driven from Virginia, sat at the same council board
with the Episcopalian.* This constitution worked

& «Jt is certainly very honorable to the liberality and public spirit
of THE PROPRIETARY that he should have introduced into his funda-
mental policy the doctrine of general toleration and equality among
Christian sects, (for he does not appear to have gone further,) and
have thus given the earliest example of a legislator inviting his sub-
jects to the free indulgence of religious opinion. This was anterior
to the settlement of Rhode Island, and tkerefore merits the enviable
rank of being the first recognition among the colonists of the glorious
and indefeasible rights of conscience.” — Story’s Com. on Constitution,
book i. ch. ix. sec. 106.

‘ Calvert deserves to be ranked among the most wise and benevo-
lent lawgivers of all ages. He was the first in the history of the
Christian world to seek for religious security and peace by the practice
of justice, and not by the exercise of power; to plan the establish-
ment of popular institutions with the enjoyment of liberty of con-
science ; to advance the career of civilization by recognizing the right-
ful equality of all Christian sects. The asylum of Papists was the
spot where, in a remote corner of the world, on the banks of rivers
which as yet had hardly been explored, the mild forbearance of a pro-
prietary adopted religious freedom as the basis of the state.” — Ban~
croft, vol. i. p. 244. For some account of the rise and progress of re-
ligious toleration in the colonies and states, see Appendix No. VI.

o

i
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well until the English revolution had its prosecriptive
parody in all the provinces. A rising of the Protes-
tant portion of the colony anticipated an order from
Lord Baltimore in England to acknowledge the
new sovereigns. Those who originated the rising
called ‘a convention, and sent an address to King
William, full of accusations of Lord Baltimore, and
praying him to send them a royal governor. A royal
governor was sent ; and, in 1692, an assembly con-
vened by this governor established the church of
England as the legal religion of the province, as-
sessed the counties for church rates and ministers’
money, and declared Catholics incapable of hold-
ing office. In this and the next reign severer penal-
ties were inflicted ; and, that they might not-increase
from without, laws forbidding Catholics to emigrate
to the colony were periodically reénacted.* In no
part of British America, while it remained British,

¢ In 1704 an act entitled ¢ An Act to prevent the Growth of Popery
within this Province ”’ passed.

In 1707 another act was passed, suspendmg some of its provisions
until her majesty’s pleasure was signified therein.

And in 1718 the act of the Parliament of Great Britain, passed in
the eleventh and twelfth years of William III., entitled ¢ An Act for
the further preventing the Growth of Popery,” was declared by act
of general assembly of the province to be in forge in all its provisions
in the province.

Sec. 1 provides a reward of ong hundred pounds to any one who
shall “ apprehend and take” a Popish bishop, priest, or Jesuit, and
prosecute him ¢ until convicted of saying mass, or of exercising any
other part of the office or function of a Popish bishop or priest.”

Sec. 3 inflicts perpetual imprisonment on any Popish bishop, priest,
or Jesuit that shall say mass or exercise any function proper to such
bishop, priest, or Jesuit; or on any person professing the Catholic -
religion who shall keep school, or educate, or govern, or board any
youth.
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need we expect to find any better treatment for
Catholics. Neither can we suppose those who did
remain were of any account in the great mass of
France and England, of which this continent was
partly the spoil, and often the theatre, from the
reign of William III. to that of George III. Dur-
ing the greater part of that interval the two pow-
ers were at war by sea and land; and the names
of Louisburg, Quebec,.Txconderoga, Fort William
Henry, and Fort du Quesne are the popular remem-
brancers in America of their famous struggle for
supremacy. When, at the peace of Paris, (1763,)
the French gave up Canada to England, it might
reasonably enough have been inferred that the
hopes of Catholicity in North America were ex-
tinguished. The old colonies had continued un-
changeable in their exclusiveness. The governor
and council of Pennsylvania had prohibited Cath-
olic worship in 1734 and 1736 ; in 1740, Georgia
had prohlblted Catholics settling within her bor-
ders ; in 1746, Father John Ury was executed in
New York for the pretended * negro plot’” to burn
the city, the more telling charge being mixed up
with it, that he was a Catholic priest. Under such

Sec. 4. That if any Papist youth shall not, within six months after
he attains his majority, take certain oaths prescribed, (oaths incon-
sistent with the faith of Romanists,) he shall be incapable of taking
lands by descent, and his next of kin being a Protestant, shall suc-
ceed to them ; that any person professing the Roman Catholic faith
shall be incompetent to purchase lands.

Sec. 6. Any person sending his child abroad to be educated in the
Romish faith should forfeit one hundred pounds. -
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a conjunction of disasters, the prospects of the
American church seemed utterly hopeless ; yet, at
that very hour, the founder and some of the mem-
bers of her first hierarchy were already born. Out
of such profound darkness the dawn was about to
break, and the enemy which had conspired against
God and his Christ to be scattered.

Let us consider a moment, before opening this
brighter prospect, the probable result of the long
interval of persecution we have described. In an
old Catholic country like Ireland, it might have
confirmed rather than conquered the faithful ; but
here all was new and untried. The colonies were
a mere vicariate of the vicar apostolic of London,
himself an untolerated character. Churches there
were none ; missionaries next to none. Little won-
der if, even in Maryland, the Catholics were counted
but as one thirteenth of the whole people in 1758 ; or
if, in 1785, our first bishop set down all the known
Catholics in the old thirteen states at only thirty
thousand.* What had become of the descendants
of the old Catholic emigrants? What could have
become of whole generations, without baptism,
without the catechism, and without the sacraments ?
When we meet such Protestant names as O’Briens
and Sullivans at the east; McKeans and McDon-
oughs on the Delaware; Lynches, Rutledges, and
Moores in the south, — it needs no prophet to tell us
that there must be apostasy somewhere among them.

* This was Bishop Carroll’s calculation ; but we have always thought
fifty thousand would be nearer the mark.
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The popular discussions preparatory to the revo-
lution were indirectly serviceable to the Catholic
cause. Men began to be ashamed of bigotry when
George III. personated it. As the project of re-
sistance to his power became more definite, so did
this other sentiment increcase and grow strong.
There were still some Catholics of mark in the col-
onies; it was desirable that Canada should be
brought into the confederacy ; very desirable that
a French alliance could be brought about. In in-
dividual minds nobler sentiments prevailed ; but
with the mass of American Protestants, toleration
was the child of state policy. In 1763 the cross of
St. Mary’s was raised in Philadelphia, and in 1770
St. Peter’s Church was opened in Baltimore. When
the Continental Congress met in 1775, it pronounced
for the broadest toleration, although there was not
wanting a party who still cherished the worst spirit
of the penal times.

The Catholic colonists may be divided at this
period into three classes—the landed proprietors,
like the Carroll family ; the merchants, like the
Moylans and Fitzsimonses of Philadelphia;t and
“the redemptioners,” or poor emigrants, whose

* In 1774, at the dawn of the revolution, there were but sixteen
missionaries in Maryland and Pennsylvania — all Jesuits. The ‘ chap-
els” had been all in private houyses, as in England, until the public
opening of the churches mentioned in the text.

t+ In the famous Philadelphia contribution, to supply the camp at
Valley Forge, 1 find the names of Delany and Shea for one thousand
pounds each, John Mease for four thousand pounds, and James Mease
for five thousand pounds. They were Catholic merchants.

7*
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services were sold for a term of years, to pay for
their passage out.’

If we are to judge by proper names, the rank and
file of the continental army was largely recruited
from the redemptioners.* As so many of them in-
habited the seaports, the navy was also their debtor,
the more so that some of the first commanders were
themselves Irish Catholics. The first sea fight of
the war (what Mr. Fennimore Cooper calls “ the
Lexington of the seas ”’) was fought under a Catho-
lic commander: I allude to the affair of May 11,
1775, in Machias Bay, where Jeremiah O’Brien and
his brothers captured the British store ships Mar-
garetta and Tapnaquish. A better known instance
is that of the first commodore of the United States,
John Barry, “ who died at the head of the service ”
in 1803. He was born on the sea shore of Wexford
county, in Ireland, in 1745 ; in April, 1776, he was
commissioned by Congress. With his boats in the
Delaware, as well as by the capture of the Edward,
the Atalanta, and Trespassa at sea, and his disci-
plinary efforts, he won the proud title of *father
of the American navy.” With him Dale, Decatur,
Murray, and Stewart served their apprenticeship of
glory. Among his men, tradition counts a large
number who were natives of the same island with
their commander.

In the annals of war, only the chiefs can be dis-

* Far example, in the list of the Bedford (N. H.) company at Bun-
ker’s Hill we find the names O’Neil, O’Fling, Murphy, Moore, Sulli-
van, Calahan, &c.



THE CATHOLIC8 AND THE REVOLUTION. 79

tinguished. Of the officers of the army let me spe-
cially mention one — General Stephen Moylan, of
Pennsylvania. Stephen Moylan was a native of
Cork, and brother to the Roman Catholic bishop of
that diocese. At Cambridge he was commissary
general and aid-de-camp to Washington ; afterwards
he was transferred to command the dragoons, in
which position he was in every important engage-
ment during the war. Wherever you find Anthony
Wayne, you find Stephen Moylan — at Stony Point,
at Bergen Neck, on the Delaware, and at Savannah.
After the surrender of Yorktown, “ the remnant of
Moylan’s dragoons ” returned to their homes.
Speaking of the opposition made in the first Con-
gress to the claims of Catholics, the biographer of
General Reed remarks, “ And this was at a time
when Colonel Moylan and others of the most meri-
torious officers of the army were Roman Catholics ;”
at a time also, it may be added, when the largest
proprietor in that Congress, Charles Carroll, of .
Carrollton, had pledged to the declaration of inde-
pendence his life and fortune, and when his col-
league, William Paca, an Italian Catholic by de-
scent, had been found equally zealous in the common
cause. The important part borne by the Carroll
family in the revolution was not confined altogeth-
er to “ the signer.” Daniel Carroll, his cousin, was
one of the most strenuous advocates of independence.
His name stands as one of the authors of the federal
constitution : on what was once his farm, by the Po-
tomac, the national Capitol now stands, The broth-
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er of this gentleman, the Rev. John Carroll, of the
order of Jesuits, afterwards first Bishop of Balti-
more, was employed on a delicate diplomatic mission
by the first Congress. In the winter of 1775, Wash-
ington having advised an invasion of Canada, the
army, in two divisions, marched into that province,
gained some successes, were repulsed at Quebee, and
wintered at Montreal. The following spring Con-
gress resolved on sending a diplomatic embassy to
the Canadians, composed of Dr. Franklin, Mr.
Chase, Charles Carroll, and the Rev. John Carroll.
They reached Montreal by the 1st of May, but ef-
fected little, their mission being mainly defeated by
the anti-Catholic conduct of certain American offi-
cers and the party in Congress already alluded to.
In his instructions to Schuyler, General Washing-
ton had wisely pointed out “ that the province could
only be secured by laying hold of the affections of
the people and engaging them heartily in the com-
mon cause.” * In the same spirit, Montgomery, who
replaced Schuyler, on entering Canada in November,
1775, obtained peaceable possession of Montreal
“after engaging to allow the Canadians their own
laws, the free exercise of their religion, and the privi-
lege of governing themselves.” After Montgom-
cry’s death, Chief Justice Marshall observes that
‘“the priests were very injudiciously neglected,”
and that “even General Arnold was disposed to
think himself in the company of our enemy.”f

* Marshall’s Life of Washington, vol. i. p. 49.
+ Ibid., p. 60.
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Before this change, the same authority adds that
the Canadians * gave essential aid to the Americans
and facilitated their march through that province.” *
A still worse blunder was committed by Congress
in its “Address to the People of Great Britain,”
wherein it stigmatized Lord North for establishing
in Canada “a religion which had deluged their isl-
and in blood, and diffused impiety, bigotry, perse-
cution, murder, and rebellion through every part of
the world.” This precious piece of rhetoric was
. 8peedily translated and diffused among the Canadi-
ans by British agents, and not less than the untimely
death of Montgomery prevented them from being
drawn into the general confederacy of the colonies.
At another point of danger the friendly influence
of Canadian Catholics was hardly less desirable.
In following the warlike movements along the At-
lantic coast, the eye of the student must sometimes
be lifted to glance westward towards the line of the
lakes and across the Indian country on the Wabash
and Mississippi. It will be arrested for a moment
at the old Canadian posts, Vincennes and Kaskas-
kia. There we find Father Gibault, vicar general
of the Bishop of Quebec, blessing the arms of French
volunteers in the Ameritan cause, administering the
oath of allegiance to the Congress, in his own church, -
and enlisting the Christian Indians upon the same
side. “ There is no doubt,” says the Bishop of Lou-
isville, * that the efforts of this good pricst saved

& Marshall’s Life of Washington, vol. i. p. 60.
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the effusion of much blood, and facilitated our con-
. quests in the north-west.” * The invariable friend-
ship of the first American governors of that region,
from George Rogers Clarke to Lewis Cass, for our
missionaries, is a proof that their public services
were considered deserving of courteous acknowl-
edgment — the only recompense they ever accepted.
Yet it is certain that in the first years of the con-
test the old colonial bigotry prevailed in nearly all
its force. In March, 1777, when the colony of New
York met in convention at Kingston, on the Hud-
gon, to frame a new constitution, Mr. John Jay
moved, in amendment of the section granting * free
toleration of religious profession and worship,” to
add, “except to the professors of the religion of the
church of Rome,” adding the usual tirade about
“the dangerous and damnable doctrines ” of absolu-
tion from sin and from allegiance to the state. A.
long debate took place on this motion, which was
finally lost by nineteen nays to eleven yeas. A sub-
stitute motion of Mr. Morris was carried by the
same numbers, in these words: “Provided that
the liberty of conscience hereby granted shall net
be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness,
or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or
" safety of the state.”t But a previous proviso, re-

* Dr. Spalding’s Life of Bishop Flaget, p. 43, where Dillon’s History
of Indiana, vol. i., is quoted as authority for the patriotic efforts of
Father Gibault.

+ Bishop Bayley’s History of the Church in New York; Appendix
WNo. III.
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quiring applicants for naturalization “ to abjure and
renounce all allegiance and subjection to all and
every foreign king, priest, potentate, and state, in
all matters ecclesiastical and civil,” had been in-
grafted in the state constitution, and remained part
of it till repealed by the “ Act concerning Oaths,”
passed in 1801. The first important advance in
toleration was, in truth, directly consequent on the
French alliance of 1778. When D’Estaing’s fleet en-
tered Newport Harbor, Rhode Island abolished its
penal laws. Every French ship and regiment had
its chaplain, and in many states they were the first
who offered the holy sacrifice since the times of the
Indian missionaries. In New York the Abbe La
Motte, in, Newport the Abbe Robin, and in Boston
the Abbe La Poitre, were the first Catholic priests
the revolutionary generation had seen. As the
good understanding between the two countries con-
tinued, so did the spirit of toleration increase.
During the last years of the war, the Catholics of
Boston were allowed the use of a school house in
School Street, while those of New York assembled
above a’'carpenter’s shop in Barclay Street. After
the war, the Rev. Charles Whelan, an Irish Francis-
can, previously a chaplain in the French fleet, set-
tled at New York, and was the first who gathered
together a permanent congregation in that city.
Having mentioned the colonial Catholics who
took a leading part in the revolption, it would be
unpardonable to overlook their forcign-born co-
religionists who fought on the same side. Whatever



84 CATHOLIC HISTORY OF AMERICA.

may have been the practice of the Frenchmen of
that age, they belonged to a Catholic nation, and
wore the uniform of a prince whose pride was to
be called “ the eldest son of the church.” We can-
not forget that the proud names, De Montmorenci,
De Lausun, De Chastelleaux, De Lafayette, dignify
not only the muster roll of the revolution, but also
the registry of our church ; neither can we forget
that they were accompanied in arms by the Counts
Dillon, McMahon, and Roche-Fermoy, descendants
of Irish Catholic fugitives for conscience’ sake,
long settled in France ; * nor that “the orthodox
kingdom of Poland ” was represented here by her
illustrious soldier, Thaddeus Kosciusko. On the
other stde, what do we see? The leading Protes-
tant power of the world sending out army after
army to crush your rising liberties. .This a Protes-
tant revolution! Truly it was, just so far as Prot-
estant oppression and Protestant hostility could
give it that character.

Catholic France supplied to the cause of the
‘American revolution ten thousand men, and three
hundred millions of dollars. All the military op-
erations of the last three years of the war depend-
ed as much on these resources as on the continental
army. Their burden to France we can estimate ;
their value to America we can conjecture. In the
operations on Rhode Island, Long Island, and the

¢ I am informed, by a friend learned in these matters, that the whole
Irish brigade in the service of France volunteered for the American
service, but were not sent out, war not being then declared.
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Delaware, the French flcet codperated with the
American army. Cornwallis, once hemmed in be-
tween the two forces, was compelled to capitulate.
The double rank of officers, one French, the other
_ American, between whom he marched out of York-
town, is a true representation of the last cam-
paigns of the war. A most important arm of
the service -was particularly indcbted to the French
alliance ; that is, the engineers and artillery.
Whoever will compare the Canada campaign, which
“failed for want of engineers,” to the Jersey cam-
paigns, “ in which the French officers rendered such
service,” will see the value of this accession. To
crown all, there was the moral influence of hav-
ing a first-rate power embarked in an undecided
cause, of having a European sovereign of the high-
est rank as the ally of obscure colonies, as yet
unknown, even by name, to the political world.
This was a great gain ; and it was derived from a
Catholic quarter.

Let me be fairly understood. I do not say that
Catholics, native or foreign, made the revolution.
I did not undertake to prove that. I contend only
that a large share of Catholic blood, talent, and
treasure was contributed to your independence.
This has been proved, and more than this ; for it is
-clear from the facts cited that the resident Catholics
owed the colonies no obligation before 1775 ; that,
on the contrary, the sects had invariably persecuted
them from the reign of William IIL to the reign

‘ 8 ,
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of George III. ; that finally it was the French alli-
ance, as much as a sense of justice in the leading
men, which at length insured equal rights to our
predecessors. These being the circumstances, how
magnanimous was the conduct of the Catholic col-
onists! how entirely superior to all selfishness!
They took thought only of the common cause;
they turned their eyes away from their own wrongs,
to fix and fasten them on the wrongs of their
country. Such patriotism as they displayed, if not
proportionate in amount to that of the majority of
the revolutionists, was at least equal in its disinter-
estedness to either Puritan or Virginian heroism.
May I add the testimony of the highest authority
on this subject? When Washington was first presi-
dent, he used these words in reply to the “ Address
of the Roman Catholics of the United States:” “I
presume that your fellow-citizens will not forget
the patriotic part which you took in the accom-
plishment of their revolution and the establishment
of their government, or the important assistance
they received from a nation in which the Roman
Catholic faith is professed.” *

This testimony who shall gainsay? These are
the words of a man who never uttered a falsehood ;
of a patriot the most jealous of making distinctions
between citizens ; of a witness who had the best
opportunity of judging, and who possessed the best

® For the Address and Reply, see Appendix No. VI.
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jundgment. I could call other witnesses ; but Wash-
ington’s testimony will be admitted as enough. It
can stand alone.

I have already shown, on the authority of Chief
Justice Marshall, that it is probable Capada might
have been one of the original states of the Union but
for the impolicy of General Arnold and the bigotry
of a portion of the first Congress. How much we
have lost or gained by that error is a mere matter
of speculation, and we are dealing not with opin-
ions, but with facts. I have called attention to
Marshall’s testimony, showing what he calls “ the
favorable disposition of the Canadians” towards
the common cause, and to account for the fact
why a province peculiarly Catholic was not brought
into the confederacy. The truth is, the “old thir-
teen” were not very anxious to have her, and
the Canadians were not slow in discovering their
aversion.

On this last proposition I have only to add, that
the Catholic colonists were no less zealous for the
establishment of the federal constitution than they
had been for the expulsion of the English. They
desired unity not less than liberty ; and desiring it
ardently, they wrought for it untiringly. Among
the names with which the constitution was pro-
mulgated, few had a more respectable share in its
preparation than Thomas Fitzsimon, of Pennsyl-
vania, and Daniel Carroll, of Maryland, a native

‘and a naturalized Catholic. Mr. Fitzsimon, like
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most men of his religion in Washington’s time, was
a federalist, and so adverse to what were called
“French principles” that he refused to be made ac-
quainted with some of the Irish democrats who
emigrated to this country after 1798. He was a
merchant of Philadelphia, a skilful financier, and
one of the principal authors of our commercial
legislation. In the useful nature of his public ser-
vices his name ranks with Robert Morris and
Jonathan Goodhue, and as such is entitled to be
mentioned with respect by our own generation.

We have thus far borne out the argument from
the discovery of Columbus to the presidency of
Washington. Here I might well dismiss the sub-
Jject, having proved all I undertook to prove,
namely : —

First. — That the discovery and exploration of
America were Catholic enterprises, undertaken by
Catholics with Catholic motives, and carried out

tholic codperation.

’)ND. — That the only systematic attempts to
3 and Christianize the aborigines were made
tholic missionaries.

aD.— That the independence of the United
was, in a great degree, established by Catho-
od, talent, and treasure.

it is necessary for the completeness of the
t, though not for further proof of these prop-
8, to trace the growth of the church within
sublic. The history of seventy years, rapidly
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rehearsed, will give us ample cause for encourage-
ment ; and when we compare the prospects of our
faith to-day with what they were a century ago, we
will, I think, find new reasons to be thankful for the
impartial guaranties of that admirable constitution
under which it is our happiness to live.

8 *




V.—THE CHURCH IN THE REPUBLIC.

As one returning to his own country observes
with freedom every side of the land, until, drawing
near his birthplace, he becomes suddenly silent, so
might we, if there were no public obligation to the
contrary, prefer to avoid speaking on the growth
of the church in this republic. But even a summa-
ry like the present, which would stop at the era of
our national constitution, must leave much to sur-
mise, and therefore something to censure. I enter-
tain, I trust, due reverence for the pious dead,
whether departed yesterday or a thousand years
ago —a sentiment which teaches me to render to
their virtues even more honor than I would to their
persons if they still livedy but which also forbids me
to offer chance-plucked poppies of panegyric on
their graves.

There is no subject on which Americans generally
are apt to be more eloquent than the growth of
their country. It is, indeed, provocative of such
outbursts. The amplifying power of words in this
case falls short rather than exceeds. We have no
terms capable of expressing how much material

progress has been made in less than a century.
: (%0)
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Thirtcen sovereign states converted into thirty-two ;
France and Spain removed from the continent ; Eng-
land tolerated ; savage nations exterminated or
transplanted beyond the range of civilized life; a
commerce created, which contends in every sea for
the first rank ; three millions become four and twen-
ty ; long iron ways laid down from ocean to ocean ;
these are the wonderful material conquests of this
republic. It is not possible to exaggerate their
greatness, except by attributing to them moral
causes which had no share in their success.

It was said of old, empire comes from the North.
On this continent it was necessarily so. Just as
Europe was about to enter on the great wars of the
French revolution, this country started into national
life, with a hardy, intrepid, and, for colonies, a com-
pact population of three millions; while all the
other white inhabitants north of the isthmus did not
count, taken together, half as many. With double
numbers, with the impetus of revolutionary success,
with native institutions, the timely growth of the
soil and the climate, with northern necessities, with
Washington for chief magistrate, the United States
began their political career. It is none of my pur-
pose to detail the story of national conquest. I
point to the lofty ranges of events, stretching from
east to west, from north to south, and, having done
80,1 entreat the eye to descend a little, and to mark
along the habitable-line of the mountains, and in
the deep valleys opening up the interior, and across
the plains that lie between, another institution,
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every where present, and every where victorious ;
I mean the Catholic church.

This institution, like the principles of the Amer-
ican government, preceded by centuries the independ-
ence of the country. It however developed itself
here codrdinately with the republic, and its growth
was proportionate from the first to the growth of
the state. The only parallel, humanly speaking, to
the increase of the American state, is the stil] great-
er increase of the American church. And if, in
studying the history of the former, we are surprised
at the number of wise, gifted, and famous men,
crowded into so short a term of years, in the histo-
ry of the latter, we shall find no scarcity of sancti-
ty, nor of ability, nor of names “not born to die.”

In the character of the first archbishop and the
first president we find many points of personal re-
semblance, which we cannot think either trivial or
fanciful. Born about the same period in adjoining
states, of parents who ranked among the aristocra-
cy of the provinces, cach endowed with decided
talents for governing himself and others, both were
called to high but dissimilar authority at the first
commencement of a new state of society. In the
wise forethought, the disinterested demeanor, the
grave courtesy, and the ardent patriotism of Arch-
bishop Carroll and General Washington there is a
striking similarity. To American Catholics, the
character of their first chief pastor can never be-
come old, nor tiresome, nor unlovely, any more than
the character of Washington can to citizens of all
denominations.
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John Carroll, third son of Daniel Carroll, an
Irish emigrant, was born at Upper Marlboro’, Mary-
land, on the 8th of January, 1735. Sent to Europe
to be educated, he studied under the Jesuits of St.
Omer’s and Liege ; was ordained in 1771 ; was a pro-
fessor at Liege when his order was suppressed in
France, in 1773 ; spent two years in England, in the
family of the disfranchised Catholic peers, Lords
Stourton and Arundel; and returned to Maryland just
asthe revolutionary war broke out. He was then in
his fortieth year. His connection with the first Cath-
olic families of Maryland and Virginia, his French
urbanity and English experience, gave him a social
influence which no previous missionary could expect
to exercise. From the first, like all his relatives,
he warmly espoused the cause of the colonies against
George I11., and his private letters to his English
friends are often occupied with a zealous but amia-

-ble defence of the side he had chosen.* Hisagency

in the Canada mission of 1776 I have treated al-
ready in speaking of the revolution, and it is un-
necessary to rehearse it here.t

What most concerns us now, is the action taken
by the Catholic clergy in America consequent on
the revolution. IHitherto they had been under the_
control of “the vicar apostolic of the London dis-
trict,” who governcd them through his vicars. The
revolution had hardly closed when, in 1783, they

® Biographical Sketch of Archbishop Carroll, by John Carroll Brent,

Bsq., pp. 44-46.
t See ante, p. 80.
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applied to the holy see to give them a new superior,
and nominated Dr. Carroll for that dignity.. Inthe
next year Pope Pius VI. answered their unanimous
application, and confirmed their choice. From 1784
the separate organization of the American church
may be dated, as that of the country may be dated
from 1776. From 1790, when Dr. Carroll was or-
dained its first bishop, its more regular government
commenced, as that of the country did, with the
adoption of the federal constitution, in 1789. Dr.
Carroll has left on record, among a list of reasons
why the revolution was favorable to the establish-
ment of religion, the four following : —

“I. The leading characters of the first assembly,
or congress, were, through principle, opposed to
every thing like vexation on the score of religion ;
~and as they were perfectly acquainted with the max-
ims of the Catholics, they saw the injustice of per-
gecuting them for adhering to their doctrines.

“II. The Catholics evinced a desire, not less ar-
dent than that of the Protestants, to render the
provinces independent of the mother country ; and
it was manifest that, if they joined the common
cause and exposed themselves to the common dan-
ger, they.should be entitled to a participation in
the common blessings which crowned their efforts.

“III. France was negotiating an alliance with
the United Provinces ; and nothing could have re-
tarded the progress of that alliance more effectual-
ly than the demonstration of any ill will against
the religion which France professed.
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“IV. The aid, or at least the neutrality, of Can-
ada was judged necessary for the success of the en-
terprise of the provinces ; and, by placing the Cath-
olics on a level with all other Christians, the Cana-
dians, it was believed, could not but be favorably
disposed towards the revolution.”

He adds that “it was not till after the war that
the good effects of freedom of conscience began to
develop themselves.” And in a letter to one of his
English friends, written in 1783, he says, “ An im-
mense field is open to the zeal of apostolic men —
universal toleration throughout this immense coun-
try, and innumerable Roman Catholics going and
ready to go into the new regions bordering on the
Mississippi, perhaps the finest in the world, and im-
patiently clamorous for clergymen to attend them.” *

The apostolic men sighed for by the first bishop
were soon vouchsafed to him. When we come to
make their acquaintance, we are again struck with
surprise to find them mostly French. To that illus-
trious nation it was given to supply a second crop
of missionaries to this continent. The revolution
which shook down so many noble roofs, and in-
gulfed so many holy things, in France, flung out
upon England and America the choicest spirits of
the French church. Strange and wonderful are the
decrees of Providence ; for who could think that to
a Mirabeau or a Danton the Ohio and the Penob-
scot should be indebted for Christian apostles? Let

® Brent’s Sketch of Archbishop Carroll, p. 67.
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us select from the west and the east a representa-
tive of the latter French missionaries in America,
and study them with due attention.

Bexepict JosepH FLAGET was born in the com-
mune of St. Julien, in Auvergne, France, on the Tth
of November, 1763. After his studies and ordina-
tion he sailed from Bourdeaux for Philadelphia, with
the Rev. Messieurs Chicoisnean, David, and Badin,
in the year 1792. On reaching Baltimore he was
despatched to the distant mission of Vincennes —
since the revolution, no longer supplied from Que-
bec. He crossed the Alleghanies in a wagon, made
some stay at Pittsburg, descended the Ohio in a
flat boat, and so entered on his labors. For fifty-
seven years (from 1792 till 1849) this apostolic man
continued his mission in the south-west, as priest,
vicar general, and bishop. His early visits usually
count by hundreds of miles, and his routes were
often known only to himself. Where, in the begin-
ning, he could not find a confessor without under-
taking a week’s journey, he lived to see two arch-
bishops and eight bishops presiding over a numer-
ous clergy and an innumerable laity. Often his
only chancel had been the bower of some tall tree,
and his only altar a rock by the wayside. His first
congregations were some half-lost Indians, or almost
cqually neglected French, or a few Irish soldiers
from a frontier post, under Clarke or Wayne. It
was his lot to live in two ages of the American
church. Inhalf a century he had seen many changes
in the west, but none so profound nor so important
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as he had himself, under God, been instrumental in
working.* .
A not less amiable representative of the French
clergy is found contemporaneously at the castin the
person of the Abbe Cheverus, first bishop of Bos-
ton, afterwards Cardinal of Bourdeaux. This emi-
nent person, born at Mayenne on the 28th of Janu-
ary, 1768, fled from the irreligious revolution to
England. There the invitation of the Abbe Mati-
gnon, pastor of Boston, reached him : having accept-
ed it, he reached his future see on the 3d of Octo-
ber, 1796. 1In 1803 he had the happiness to sce the
first church consecrated in Boston ; and in 1808
Pius VII. raised him to the dignity of bishop. TFor
fifteen years he continued the chief pastor of all
the Catholics of New England, until recalled to
still higher dignities in his native land. The story
of those years can never be fully told. With a zeal
that never flagged, this bishop united an humility
that never slept. He shrunk from all conversation
of himself, and did good always by stealth. On
some occasions he was discovered by the sweet odor
of his good works. His annual visits to the long
shepherdless savages of Maine; his prodigies of
charity performed in the alleys of the city during
times of pestilence; his heavenly mececkness of de-
meanor on all occasions, — were vividly remembered

* The life of this admirable person — the first bishop of the west—
has been beautifully written by his third coadjutor and worthy succes-
sor, Bishop Spalding. Louisville: Published by Webb & Levering,
1853,

9
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as long as one of his contemporaries remained in
New England.*

While to France belongs the glory of contnbntmg
a majority of the most venerable prelates and zeal-
ous missionaries to the newly-formed church in this
republic, the neighboring state of Belgium has
claims on our gratitude hardly less honorable. To
lier we owe the Badins, De Neckerés, and Nerinxkes
among the dead, and their worthy successors among
the living. Italy, also, sent’ her model of a bishop
in Dr. Rosatl Spain, her sainted Varella ; while
from Russia we derived Father Demetrius Galhtzm,
prince and priest. In proportion to their numbers,
the native Catholics always contributed their rep-
resentative share to the councils of the church,
such as Drs. Neale and Eccleston, Archbishops of
Baltimore, and the two Bishops Fenwick, who left
indestructible monuments of their piety and wisdom
in Ohio and Massachusetts.

The church of Ireland, partially emancipated by
the state in 1793, had shown the greatest zeal in the
restoration of its own discipline, and, after a gen-
cration, began to send out many missionaries. Its
new seminaries swarmed with candidates for holy
orders, and, incomplete as they were, produced a su-
perabundant clergy. Of those who found their way
into America it would be impossible to give a list.

# In 1823, after twenty-seven years on the American mission, he re-
turned to France and was made Bishop of Montauban ; in 1826, Arch-
bishop of Bourdeaux; in 1836, cardinal. On the 19th of July, the
same year, he expired ; on the 26th he was interred in the cathedral.
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When, in 1808, Pope Pius VII. erected Boston,
Bardstown,* New York, and Philadelphia into
sees, two Irish ecclesiastics, Drs. Egan and Conca-
nen, were nominated to the last-named cities. With
one exception in each place, both sees have since
been filled by ecclesiastics of Irish birth.

Among our venerable dead, the most distinguished
Irish name is that of the first bishop of Charleston.
John England was born in Cork, September 23,
1786, educated at Carlow seminary, and consecrat-
ed for Charleston in 1820. He died in the city
of his see on the 11th of April, 1842, after twenty-
two years of the most various and distinguished
services to religion in America.. Nature had en-
dowed this eminent prelate with a vast capacity
and a temperament insatiable of labor. His only
rest was change of work. History, politics, criti-
cism came as familiar to his pen as theology or
philosophy. He was equally happy as orator and
writer ; and though the hurried fragments he threw
off for the periodical press are often provokingly
gketchy, they display workings of a powerful mind,
inspired by a great soul. He was the first of our
prelates who desired to bind the bays of lLtergture
round the brows of the young American church.
All the leisure hours he could conscientiously spare
from the visitation of hjs immense diocese he gave
to study and compositfon. It was a generous re-
gion, and the rage of the sects had not yet becn

¢ Translated to Louisville by Papal rescript in 1841.
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inflamed to fury. His fame diffused itself from city
to city, so that wherever he preached all classes
gathered to listen. In New Orleans the theatre was
deserted for the church ; in Boston the children of
the Puritans monopolized the cathedral ; in Ken-
tucky the backwoodsmen escorted him in admiration
from village to village ; in Washington the congress
invited him to address the representatives of the
nation assembled in the Cupitol. All who heard
were edified ; the poor understood, the scholars
were instructed. With the generous disregard of
the body natural to men of his genius, he wore out
his powerful constitution in the fifty-sixth year of
his age, leaving behind him a memory which assur-
edly shall not die.

We started with a parallel between the growth
of the American state and church. In 1790 the
state counted less than three millions, the church
some fifty thousand ; in 1820 the state had increased
to nearly ten millions, the church to perhaps one
and a half ; in 1840 the state was seventeen millions,
the church (according to Bishop England) about
three millions. In the half century, while the state
had more than quintupled, the church had multi-
plied a thousand fold! The state had added Louis-
iana, Florida, and the north-western territory to its
domain ; the church had simultaneously embraced
them in her jurisdiction. Congress legislated for
the tribes beyond the Rocky Mountains, governing
from ocean to ocean ; the provincial councils had
relations as widespread and cares as extensive;
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Congress had swelled to four times its original
numbers ; the councils had increased as much in
proportion within half the time. To our own day
we need not push the parallel ; it is of more conse-
quence to inquire into the causes of so marvellous
an increase.

Of the néw territory which had come into the
Union since the beginning of the century; every
square mile had been ruled by a Catholic power and

- was stamped with a Catholic character. We have
left far behind all.question of priority in Maine, Ver-
mont, western New York, Michigan, and Maryland.
I speak now of what was once “ the Illinois coun-
-ry,” of Louisiana, of Florida, and Texas ; let me
add also New Mexico and California—regions
which now make more than half the whole area of
the céuntry. From whom were these regions de-
tached ? From France, Spain, and Mexico. What
was their character when they peaccably submitted
to your laws? A Catholic character certainly.
Their original contingent of population, Indian, half-
breed, or white, could not have fallen short of a
million ; and the natural increase of that million
may have been, since their acquisition, thirty per
cent. I do not wish to overstrain such conjectural
statistics ; I give them out mainly as probable ap-
proximations to the uncertain truth.

From Catholic governments has come all our in-
crease of territory, while emigration has been a chief
source of our increase in numbers. If the popula-

' ' tion over which Washington presided had quad-

9*
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rupled in two generations, we would have found but
twelve millions in 1850, where we find twenty-four
millions. We would then have ranked after Prus-
sia and Spain, and before Turkey and Brazil, instead
of ranking where we do. Whence came the other
twelve millions? From without ; from emigration;
from the increase of emigrants this side of Washing-
ton’s presidency.

In kind, as in quantity, this emigration was ma-
terially more valuable than any the colonial times -
had known. Its uniform poverty was its most use-
ful quality. There was an immense work of physi-
cal development to be quickly done, for which work
an emigration of laborers was the prime require-
ment. A proprietary, or company emigration, like
that to Plymouth or Baltimore, could never have
supplied this element, at once mobile and uncostly.
It was needful it should be an unorganized emigra-
tion, in order that it might be more easily enlisted
and drafted off to its distant stations. The Ger-
man villagers, who march in compact procession
from the ship’s side to the far west, do better for
themselves, but not for the country. A steady sup-
ply of cheap labor, a force which could be freely
moved from point to point of national development,
which could content itself to camp in shanties, and
to turn its hand to any thing, however we may
think of the wisdom of those who composed it, was
the great want of this republic in the last half cen-
tury ; and that want Catholic Ireland supplied.
Native capital and native schools gave it captains
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and paymasters; but the Irish were the rank and
file, and they did the work.

I have spoken of the material value of the Irish
emigration to the state : let us consider it a moment
in a religious point of view.

The first Irish emigrants, or exiles rather, had
failed to implant Catholicity in British North Amer-
ica. In retired spots of Barbadoes and Jamaica,
Maryland and Pennsylvania, certain favored fami-
lies, sprung from that stock, had retained the tra-
ditions of their fathers; a few had the happiness
never to be totally deprived of the sacraments;
but the vast majority had, in the absence of church
and priest, fallen insensibly away. From the Eng-
lish till the American revolution, this is the sorrow-
ful story of three generations. A better day had
come with our present constitution, and the sccond
outpouring from Ireland was not destined to be
religiously barren. The same properties which
made the Irish poor essential to the growth of the
new state, made them most serviceable to the exten-
sion of the new church. Their poverty, in the eye
of faith, clothed them in raiment richer than kings ;
for, of all its titles, Christianity has still rejoiced
most to be called “ the religion of the poor.” Our
Lord and his apostles, — were they not poor ? The
saints and servantsof God in all ages,— did they not
glory in poverty ? Who can forget those thrilling
words, “The poor you have with you always”?
Into America, destined to become the most prosper-
ous nation the earth had seen ; where wealth was to
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be the rule, and poverty the exception ; where gold
was to circulate through all classes, rather than be
shut up as an idol in temples where merchants wor-
ship, or lavished with Assyrian wastefulness on
the palaces of effeminate princes,—among this rich
democracy, unsightly clans of strangers — poor, ig-
norant, despised, but believing in and obeying God
— were to bring, wrapped up in their rags or hidden
in their bosoms, the supernatural seed, whose growth
was predestined to take the place of the natural
forest.

Admire the wonderful things God works with
the humblest instruments. The Puritan possessed
all New England —its cornfields and villages, its
falling and flowing waters, its soil and its miner-
"~ als. He planned factories, modelled ships, pro-
" jected new routes of intercourse. Outcast Cath-
olics came to his gate, asking for work and wages.
They were welcome ; they had arrived in good
time. One was-sent to the ship yard, another to
the mill, a third to the railroad. As their masters
looked on approvingly at their work, they dreamed
not that every man there was fulfilling a double
purpose — “ rendering to Casar the things that are
Cexsar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”
They dreamed not that the carpenter’s axe was shap-
ing out, not only stanchions and ribs of ships, but
altars and crosses. They dreamed not that the com-
mon laborer in the field, girt with the sower’s sheet,
was casting mysterious mustard secd upon New Eng-
land soil. When the mill agent paid over his hard-
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earned wages to the operatives, little he drcamed
that on the morrow a part of that Puritan capital
would go to build a Popish church, or pay a pricst,
or to erect a Catholic school, an orphan asylum, or
a college. Yet so it had been ordered. The Puri-
tan was to become rich; and the Catholic in his
poverty was to come after him, to win wages from
him by industry, and to erect in the land of “the
Puritan, with the money of the Puritan himself, the
cross the Puritan had so long rejected.

Out of New England the same Providence is
manifested. The merchants of New York desired
to unite Lake Erie to the Hudson, for their own
profit. An army of Catholic laborers is marshalled
along the line. They penetrate from end to end of
the great state. Their shanties spring up like mush-
rooms in the night, and often vanish like mists in
the morning. To all human appearances, they are
only digging a canal. Stump orators praise them
as useful spades and shovels, who helped on the
great work of — making money. But looking back
to-day, with the results of a third of a century
before us, it is plain enough those poor, rude, and
homeless men were working on the foundations of
three episcopal sees, were choosing sites for five
hundred churches, were opening the interior of the
state to the empire of religion, as well as of com-
merce,

The same tale may be told of the mines of Penn-
sylvania, Illinois, and Lake Superior. They are the
catacombs, of the church in their several regions.
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In unwholesome damp, in cavernous darkness, ia
life-shortening toil, uncheered by air or sun, the Irish
and German miner has wrought not for himself only,
but for the church. Reckless, profane, intemperate
he may sometimes be, but beyond almsgiving never.
Ask the missionary of a mineral district if he
hag'found those workers in lead and iron hard or
stolid men. Have they preferred natural dark-
ness to heavenly light? Has their unenviable
lot made them callous to the call of charity, or in-
sensible to the love of God ? He will tell you that
among those sons of earth, those familiars of dark-
ness, he has often met the tenderest piety, the most
fervent faith, and the noblest generosity towards
religion. .

In the humbler regions, in the corn-growing
country, in the river towns of the south-west, among
“the ’long-shore men ” on the Atlantic, our religion
has found her readiest resources. Never was there
a church which could so truly be called the church
of the poor and of the people. No Constantine, no
Clovis, no royal apostle like St. Olaf or St. Eric
has been here. The alms of the poor laid the broad
foundation, the mechanics raised the walls, the ser-
vants adorned the sanctuaries. This is the true
glory and true history of the church in America—
a glory and history most largely shared by her Irish
children. Great material works they will leave
behind them, but far greater moral consequences ;
cathedrals, not canals, shall be their witnesses with
posterity ; the church in the new world shall be
their enduring monument.
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The last complete exhibition of the extent of the
church in this republic was the national council °
which assembled in Baltimore on the 9th of May,
1852. It was presided over by the illustrious and
most reverend Francis Patrick Kendrick, ablegate
of the holy see. Eight archbishops, twenty-six
bishops, and one mitred abbot, with their several
chaplains and theologians, were present ; the prel-
ates of Oregon, California, New Mexico, and the
Indian territory included. The jurisdiction of that
august assembly extended wherever our flag flies.
In all the requirements of Christian rulers,—in
piety, learning, wisdom, cnergy, eloquence, address,
— the least partial observer must have admitted
them to be well qualified. Those who looked
deeply at that angust array, gathered from the four
winds, representing the Indian, Spanish, French,
American, German, and Irish populations of the
continent, must have felt how truly it deserved to
be called Catholic. Sixty years before, Dr. Carroll -
summoned his synod in that same city. He was
then the only bishop in this republic. His three
vicars, the president of his local seminary, and six-
teen priests came at his invitation. "The older
missionaries thanked God they had lived to sce the
wonderful things they saw. If it had been possible
so far to prolong the span of human life, if the
venerable Carroll could have lived to see this sight,
his reason might have doubted its reality. He had
sung the song of triumph, exulting in his day; but
how much morc would he rejoice if he had lived
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to witness the council over which Archbishop Ken-
drick presided !

With his thorough knowledge of the past history
of religion in America, he would have said, “ The
invocation of our Blessed Lady by those first voy-
agers was not.in vain. Not in vain was the blood
of the holy martyrs shed on the Penobscot, the Mo-
hawk, at the Sault Ste. Marie, at Natchez, and in
Florida. Not in vain did the children of St. Igna-
tius and St. Dominic cross the Atlantic ten genera-
tions ago to found an American church. It is
founded ; it stands; and it shall stand!” Ay, it
shall stand, —

¢ Moored in the rifted rock,
Proof to the tempest shock ;
Deeper it strikes, the louder it blows ! "

It shall stand ; and successive gencrations, gath-

ered in the shelter of its gigantic wings, may well
- wonder why it was ever hated, or feared, or misun-

derstood. They will need no lecturer to tell them
then of the Catholic history of North America ;
they will learn it in the songs of their mothers, in
the stories of their fathers, from pictures on their
walls, from statues in the streets, from their earliest
school books and earliest associates. This is no
distempered dream. If half a century has done so
much for the church in the republic, why may not
another half do as much more, if the fault be not
our own ? : ‘

One lesson we must learn ourselves and teach our



THE CHURCH IN THE REPUBLIC. 109

children. It is, to know our antecedents; to glos
ry in our predecessors in the faith ; to be ever ready
to explain, but never to apologize, for the faith of
our fathers. True, our American predecessors for
the most part belong not to your nationality nor
to mine; they are Italians, Spaniards, Frenchmen.
True that none among us may inherit the blood of
the Catholic queen or the pious admiral ; yet do
they belong to us and we to them. Catholicity rec-
ognizes nationalities only to unite them. We are
alike members of a corporation that cannot die.
They are united to antiquity as we are to them;
the first born of our household saw Christ ; our
last born shall see Antichrist. Mystical bonds bind
us together, stretching far away beyond the grave
of the past and the cradle of the future. As one
in faith and in sacrifice, Time shall know us, and
pass us on into Eternity.

In her mature age the Catholic church begot
America, before Protestantism was born in a by-
way of Germany. The heart of our Holy Mother
has always yearned for this Benjamin of her house-
hold. The most illustrious Catholics have taken
the deepest interest in American affairs: to mention
St. Francis Borgia, and St. Francis Regis, Cardinal
Ximenes, Bishop Las Casas, Queen Isabella, Colum-
bus, De Soto, and Champlain, were enough. Many
others are almost equally worthy of commemora-
tion among us ; but the roll would be long to call,
and their services God alone can requite.

From the beginning of her civilized existence,

19
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America owes every thing to Catholicity, to Saxon
England, to orthodox France, to pious Spain ; above
all, to Rome. Every order in the church, from the
mendicant friar to the pope on his throne, has had
a hand in your development. In the church, by
children of the church, the very arts and means
were made by which America was discovered and
explored. Geography rescued by monks from the
hands of Vandals ; astronomy nourished in the clois-
ters and cathedrals of the middle ages ; missionary
“memoirs of distant lands leading timorous Commerce
in the wake of fearless Christianity ; the discovery
of the compass by a Neapolitan ; the sacred shield
of the church held over peaceful travellers and all
men of science who sought not to give the lie to
God, — these are debts which America owes to the
Catholic church. Did ever ocean enterprise appeal
in vain to the sanction of that church which claimed
to teach all nations? Inquire of Portugal and
Spain. Did ever lawful commerce find an enemy
in Rome? Look to the code of Amalfi, the excom-
munication against those who waylaid merchants,
to the favor shown the Hanseatic lcague, to Pisa and
to Venice ; above all, look to the life of Columbus.
This continent discovered, who are its bravest
pioneers — the men of trade, or the men of faith?
What light is that we see shooting through the in-
terior forest, tempting the student’s eye to follow?
Before the fire of the trapper’s gun struck down his
woodland game, before the edge of the exile’s axe
. had caught a ray of western sunshine, a mild and
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steady light is perceptible in the primitive forest ;
and by its friendly aid we discover the Indian
kneeling before the pine-tree cross, while ¢ the black
robe ” pours on his humbled head the waters of re-
generation.

Colonization commences, and the church steps in
to arbitrate between Christian princes ; to protect
the outraged savages; to declare the moral obliga-
tions of sovereignty ; to preach peace, and justice,
and mercy in the van of armies, in the camps of
conquerors, in the councils of ambitious settlers
and speculators from Europe. Go learn of the
Catholics who colonized on the St. Lawrence, the
Wabash, the Potomac, and the Apalachicola, two
centuries ago, the unity of the human race, the
true brotherhood of man, the just foundation of
equal rights. .

And when our own republic assumes its separate
state and proclaims its independent will, how
promptly Rome concedes it a separate episcopacy !
how tenderly she fosters it! how proudly she ca-
resses it!

Our history in America, my dear friends, is noble
and encouraging. Itsmorefrequent study must make
us love the country better, and the church not less.
It must also help to inspire that casy and habitual
sense of social right so nccessary to enable us to
discharge gracefully all the obligations good citi-
zens owe to a good government.



THE RELATIONS OF IRELAND AND
AMERICA.—TWO DISCOURSES.

I.—HISTORICAL RELATIONS.*

IF, ladies and gentlemen, the present exciting po-
litical discussion about the place and position of
foreigners in the United States is to be deplored, it
is rather on account of the tone and’temper than of
the suhject matter of the discussion. No political
question can be more worthy the attention of a
great and fast-spreading commonwealth than the
elements which compose it and give it vigor, the
foreign admixtures it receives, the influences which
act on it from within or from without. .It is only
when the examination becomes an angry argument,
when men fail in mutual courtesy and in the "self-

* Some repetition of ideas presented in the last discourse on the
Catholic history will be detected in this and the following lecture ; but
as the subject is here treated from a new point of view, and with fuller
details than would be proportionate in the previous discourses, we hope
the courteous reader will forgive a few repetitions which could not well
be avoided.

12)
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| possession becoming those who debate, not for tri-
umph, but for truth, that such discussions turn to
public pests, and call aloud for quarantine regula-
tion. )

I may have some views to advance to-night which
are not generally acceptable ; I shall have to state
some facts not currently quoted; but I trust my
words will be without offence to any honest man :

| and as to the proofs, let them speak for themselves.
I desire to advance no claims which the facts will

i not warrant ; and the public shall be the judge be-

tween the facts and the conclusions I may draw.

The United States, as they stand to-day, have had
two main sources of population — the colonial popu-
lation as it existed at the datc of the revolution,
and extraneous additions since the revolution. If
we are to analyze the first period, we must be guided
by the state papers, colonial and British ; by local .
histories and memoirs of new scttlements ; by that
series of historical documents in which every state
. of the old thirteen is still able to trace its origin
| with tolerable accuracy.

In all our colonial memoirs we find the cardinal
defect of European history ; they are the story of
the few, told by the partisans of the few ; they go to
exalt great names, not to show the social condition
of the many. The proprietary system, under which
the colonization first began, nccessarily gave the
turn of panegyric to all those first accounts; for
family pride was not thrown overboard in the outer
voyage. In every history of Virginia, it is easy to

10*
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find who was colonel or who was councillor to the
governor ; in every history of Massachusetts, it is
equally, easy to find who “ was a gentleman in good
circumstances, that came out with Governor Win-
throp,” but not so easy to ascertain who was the
son of the nameless mechanic, or common cultivator,
without whose presence here there could have been
no Massachusetts and no Virginia. - ‘

Of two classes in our original population it is
next to impossible to find any record ; I mean the
convicts and the redemptioners. Did these classes
leave no descendants? Or are we to account for
the modern silence in relation to them on the prin-
ciple of that mistaken pride of pedigree, in which
not even the Spaniard or the Magyar exceeds some
of our republicans ? If family pride conceals the
true or invents a false origin for its American tree,

_ it is as ignorant as it is inconsistent. It ought to
be thought no disgrace to descend from men who
were convicts under the barbarous English penal
code of the seventeenth century ; a code which pun-
ished over four hundred different offences with death';
a code which, under Cromwell’s commonwealth, ex-
ecuted three thousand unfortunate wretches for
witcheraft ; a code which, in the absolute days of
the Stuarts, made, and even till our own day makes,
the shooting of a partridge a capital felony. Those
among us who claim to be of the best families boast
that their ancestors were fugitives from British law
as it formerly existed. What advantage can the
Jugitive claim over the convict, except the advantage
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of escape over conviction ? -It is altogether a ques-
tion of time and of terms, not at all of real differ-
ence or of necessary superiority.

The convict class in our colonial population was
large in the seventeenth century ; and though its
mortality was immense, its increase was not wholly
cat off. It was in the year 1619, I believe, that
King James I. shipped the first cargo of convicts
to Virginia, consisting of one hundred souls. The
custom was continued annually till the early part
of the reign of George III., notwithstanding the
frequent remonstrances and sometimes the success-
ful opposition of the free settlers. In six years
after the first transportation nine thousand convicts
had arrived in Virginia; but such were the hard-
ships to which they were exposed, that only eighteen
hundred, or twenty per cent. of the whole, remained
in the colony. It is not necessary, I repeat, to sup-
pose this unhappy class to be composed of criminal
offenders ; the English gallows did its work too
thoroughly for that. Insurgent peasants who re-
sisted the enclosure of common lands, minor offend-
ers, and at some periods political offenders, were
those usually sentenced for life “to his majesty’s
tobacco plantations in America.”

The Irish policy of the lord protector was depop-
ulation, and during his ten years’ iron rule a vast
number of our people were “ transported beyond
seas.” The republican commissioners appointed by
him to report on the condition of Ireland, recom-
mended in 1652, among other measures, “ that Irish-
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women, as being too numerous now, and therefore ez-
posed to prostitution, (the hypocrites!) be sold to mer-
chants, and transported to Virginia, New England,
Jamaica, or other countries,” where, of course, they
could not be exposed to such temptation. Sir Wil-
liam Petty states that six thousand boys and women
were shipped to the West Indies alone ; Bruodin,
another contemporary, sets down the entire number
transported in Cromwell’s ten years at one hun-
dred thousand souls ; a manuscript in the late Dr.
Lingard’s possession set the total at sixty thousand.
The whole white population in British America, at
that time, was not as many more.

The pretended Popish plots in Charles IL.’s reign ;
the revolution of 1688, which fell so heavily on Ire-
land ; the laws of William restricting Irish manu-
factures ; and the laws of Anne extirpating Catholic
worship, —directly operated to drive a part of every
Catholic generation out of Ireland. The “present
Earl Fitzwilliam (than- whom no English statesman
has a better collection of Irish statistics) has stated
the number of expatriated “Irish operatives” in the
reign of King William at one hundred thousand.
A large proportion of these entered the military
service of the Catholic powers of the old continent,
where France, Spain, Austria, and even Russia, still
cherish with affection traditions of their Irish sol-
diers. What proportion of the total found their
way to America, I am unable to discover. That the
number was large, we may infer from the general
statements of our best local historians. Bozman
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mentions the Irish insurrection of 1641 as having
“ affected the population of the province ” of Mary-
land. “ Of all other countries,” says Dr. Ramsay,
in his History of South Carolina, “ none has fur-
nished the colony with so many inhabitants as Ire-
land. Scarce a ship sailed from any of its ports for
Charleston that was not crowded with men, wo-
men, and children.” In North Carolina, the de-
scendants of early Irish emigrants played a princi-
pal part throughout the last century ; in Pennsyl-
vania, if Holmes'’s statistics for 1729 do not form a
very exceptional case, the arrivals from Ireland were
almost ten to one to those from the rest of Europe,
being five thousand six hundred and fifty-five Irish
to six hundred and fifty-six from all other coun-
tries. Among these emigrants were some of fallen
fortune and good education. The Moores, Lynches,
Burkes, and Rutledges, who figure in the history of
the Carolinas, were of the best blood of Catholic
Ireland. Another class became successful mér-
chants ; as the Moylans, Sheas, Meases, and Dela-
neys, of the port of Philadelphia. Others still be-
came noted as teachers ; as Thomas Neil, mentioned
in the History of Wyoming, and "the father of the
Sullivans — one of the most honorably distinguished
families in the revolutionary history of New Eng-
land.

A large portion of the early Irish emigrants
probably belonged to the class called, in colonial
phrase, redemptioners. These were persons unable
to pay their own passage out ; who bound themselves
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by contract to serve a certain period here, to redeem
their passage. Like the convicts to the tobacco
plantations, it is impossible now to collect the sta-
tistics of the northern redemptioners. They were a
numerous class, and some of the most honored
names in our history were redemptioners. Secretary
Thompson was one ; Matthew Thornton was one;
the parents of Major General and Governor Sulli-
van were redemptioners.*

There is another remarkable class of Irish emi-
grants previous to the revolution; I mean “the
Scotch-Irish.” These began to emigrate in consid-
erable numbers about the beginning of the last
century. Mr. Dobbs, M. P. for Armagh at that

* By the British Emigration Commissioners’ report for 1854, we find
that the same practice — which they erroneously call *“ a new princi-
ple” — has been introduced into the economy of Australian emigra-
tion. They report: —

¢ In New South Wales a new principle has been introduced of great
fmportance, and which, if it succeeds, will effect a considerable change
in the position of the emigrants selected and sent out by this board.
The object of this change is to make the emigration to a great extent
self-supporting. With this view, the price of passage to a first-class
emigrant is fixed at thirteen pounds, and to the second class at fifteen
pounds, and these amounts are required to be paid by or on account of
each emigrant either in this country or in the colony.

““To carry out the scheme, an act was passed by the legislature,
providing that all emigrants sent out at the expense of public funds
should, before embarkation, enter into an agreement with us either to
repay the amount still remaining due from them within fourteen days
of their arrival in the colony, or to take service for two years with an
employer, who should undertake to repay that amount out of their ac-
cruing wages. But a power is reserved to the emigrant to terminate
such agreements after the first twelve months, by giving three months’
notice, and paying up the unpaid instalments of the passage money.”
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period, stated the average number at three thousand
a year. Hillsboro’ county, New Hampshire, Ulster
county, New York, western Pennsylvania, and west-
ern Virginia, were their chief settlements. They
were a frugal, hardy, intrepid race.of Sctoticized
Celts. They have given many illustrious names to
this nation. Montgomery, Stark, Reed, Maxwell,
McDowell, and Jackson are all derived from the
stout Scotch-Irish. They are more easily found in
our history than their Catholic or old Irish contem-
poraries, because they are always met in groups;
because their kirk was encouraged and our church
was proscribed before the revolution ; because they
were frequently proprietors, and our class were
generally laborers, without any fixed abodes or
church organization. I honor and ddmire the thrift-
ing and ambitious Scotch-Irish ;. but I do not believe
that they at any time constituted the numerical
majority, nor even a half, of the Irish in America.

My first argument is this — that from the reign
of James I. till the revolution, a period of one hun-
dred and fifty years, there were always Irish in
America ; that in Cromwell’s time, especially, an
immense infusion of that race took place; that
having no special religious organization, and occu-
pying no exclusive ground, they got mingled up
from the start into the very being of the old colo-
nial population ; and that the revolution was com-
menced by a people, not numerous even then, who
must have had almost, if not quite, as much Irish
blood in them as any other blood. To make it
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plainer still, let me say, in the language used in
1843 by Mr. Conrad, of Philadelphia, that Ireland
is historically, I will not say, with him, “ ¢ke moth-
er country,” but one of the parent sources of our
native population. I leave it to the curious in
figures to calculate her precise contingent ; I am
content to show that she had her share in the popu-
lation from the first, as she has now, and that the
current theory which derives our national life, and
therefore our national obligations to the past, sole-
ly from the Anglo-Saxon stock, is historically false,
besides being politically fatal to the true greatness
of America. '

It may be objected that the very fact of hav-
ing to argue the question of our origin at this late
day makes against my first conclusion. I deny
that it does so. Fifty years ago it stood in no need
of argument in the majority of the states; it never
entered the heads of our predecessors here that
their countrymen would be treated as intruders
after their time, and ingratitude be shown to the
dead to cover over injustice to the living. They
made no books out of their exploits ; they preferred
no posthumous claims upon national remembrance.
The names of Hand, Moylan, Barry, Fitzsimons,
and the brave O’Briens, of Machias, were almost
forgotten, when I, myself, rescued them from the
moth and mildew and the studied neglect of sec-
tional bookmakers. The work of historical retri-
bution has only begun; but with the blessing of
God it will be followed up, until we show our
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boastful Anglo-Saxon theorists that the race they
thought politically dead in Europehad a resurrection
in America, and that from America it can still send
its strong voice across the waves, to tell our mother-
land to be of good cheer, for the da