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4 PREVACE.

and the calm and dispassionate manner’ in which he treats
of facts and doctrines, which have g0 often formed the sabject
of much angry controversy, is the best gnarantee we can have,
that truth alone has ever been the object he had in view; and
that the fullest reliance may be placed in the conclusions at
which he has arrived. It will be seen that all his statements
are sustained by copious references to original authorities, by
means of which the learned reader will be enabled to ascend to
the sources of the author’s information, and form his own judg-
ment of the justness of his inferences.

In presenting, then, « The Antiquities of the Anglo-Saxon
Church” to the people of the United States, the publisheg
hopes that he will be found to have added to their means of
literary enjoyment, and, at the same time, contributed some-
what to their moral and religious improvement.




THE PREFACE.

Taz history of the Anglo-Saxon Church hasexercised the in-
dusu;y of several writers, whose researches and discoveries
have been rewarded with the approbation of the public. It
is not my wish to encroach upon their labours. With patient
snd meritorious accuracy they have discussed and detailed the
foundations of churches, the succession of bishops, the decrees
of councils, and the chronological series of events. Mine is a
more limited attempt, to describe the ecclesiastical polity, and
religious practices of our ancestors; the discipline, revenues,
and learning of the clerical and monastic orders; and the more
important revolutions which promoted or impaired the pros-
perity of the Anglo-Saxon Church.

Of these subjects I am not ignorant that some have been
fiercely debated by religious polemics. The great event of
the Reformation, while it gave a new impulse to the powers,
imbittered with rancour the writings of the learned. Con-
troversy pervaded every department of literature: and history,
as well as the sister sciences, was alternately pressed into the
service of the contending parties. By opposite writers the
same facts were painted in opposite colours: unfavourable cir-
cumstances wefe carefully concealed, or artfully disguised;
and the men, whom the Catholic exhibited as models of viztue,
and objects of veneration, the Protestant condemned for their
interested zeal, their pride, their ignorance, and their superstition.
I will not deny, that the hope of acquiring additional information

has induced me to peruse the works of these partial advocates
A2 5



6 PREFACE.

But if I have sometimes listened to their suggestions, it has
been with jealousy and caution. My object is truth; and in
the pursuit of truth, I have made it a religious duty to consult
the original historians. Who would draw from the troubled
stream, when he may drink at the fountain head ?

It may, perhaps, be expected that I should offer an apology
for the freedom with which I have occasionally noticed the
mistakes of preceding historians. It is certainly an ungracious,
but, I think, a useful office. On almost every subject, the
public mind is guided by the wisdom or prejudices of a few
favourite writers; their reputation consecrates their opinions:
and their errors are received by the incautious reader as the
dictates of truth. On such occasions, to be silent is criminal;
as it serves to perpetuate deception: and to contradict, without
attempting to prove, may create doubt, but cannot impress con-
viction. As often, therefore, as it has been my lot to dissent
from our more popular historians, I have been careful to fortify
my own opinion by frequent references to the sources from
which I have derived my information. No writer should ex-
pect to obtain credit on his bare assertion: and the reader,
who wishes to judge for himself, will gratefully peruse the
quotations, with which I have sometimes loaded the page. To
the Anglo-Saxon extracts, when their importance seemed to
demand it, is subjoined a literal translation. The knowledge
of that language, though an easy, is not a common acquire-
ment, -

If I am not deceived by a natural, but, I trust, venial par-
tiality, the subject which I have undertaken te elucidate, is in
itself highly curious and interesting. The Anglo-Saxons were,
originally, hordes of ferocious pirates. By religjon they were
reclaimed from savage life, and raised to a degree of civiliza-
tion, which, at one period, excited the wonder of the other
nations of Europe. The following pages are destined to de-
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scribe the nature and the practices of that religion, the duties
and qualifications of its ministers,and the events which con-
firmed its influence over the minds of its professors. Such
researches, whatever may be the nation to which they refer,
are pleasing to an inquisitive reader. When they relate to
our own progenitors, they will be perused with additional
interest.

I must, however, acknowledge, that I am far from being
satisfied with the performance. On several subjects, my informa-
tion has been necessarily incomplete. After the revolutions
of more than a thousand years, the records of Anglo-Saxon
antiquity can exist only in an imperfect and mutilated state. If
much has been preserved, much also has been lost. To collect
and unite the scattered fragments, has been my wish and en-
deavour; but in despite of every exertion, many chasms will be
discovered, which it was impossible to supply. If the deficiency
of the materials be not admitted as a sufficient apology, the
reader must accuse the skill of the artist: his industry, he trusts,
may defy reproof; and on it he rests his only claim to com-
mendation.
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ANTIQUITIES
OF THE

ANGLO-SAXON CHURCH.

CHAPTER L
Christianity introduced into Britain—The conquests of the Saxons—Their conversion
~Canduct of the Missionaries—Controvecsics respecting Esster.

ATt the commencement of the Christian era, Britain was the
principal seat of the Bruidical superstition. By whom, and at
what period, the natives were converted to Chrjstjanjty, are sub-
jects of interesting but doybtful inquiry.! If we may believe
the testimony of an ancient and respectable historian, they were
indebted for this invaluable blessing to the seal of some among
the first disciples of Christ.* The names of the missionaries he
thought proper to omit: but the omission has been amply sup-
rlied by the industry of more modern writers. With the aid of
egends, traditions, and conjectures, they have discovered that
8t. Peter and St. Paul, St. Simon and St. James, severally
preached in Britain; and that, after thejr departure, the pious
undertaking was continued by the labours of Aristobulus, and
Joseph of Arimathea.® To notice the evidence which has been

1 For the time, we ave often referred to the wprds of Gildas, (tempore, ut scimus, sum-
mo Tiberii Cesaris.  Gild. de excid. Brit. edit. Bertram, p. 71;) but g iﬂm:mnl
will show that the writer alludes to the first preaching of the gospel in em-
Ppire, not to the conversion of Britain,

28ee Eusebive, (Dery. Bvang. L. i. c. 7,) who informs us, that the aposties not only
Eludldwtheuﬁw:;nthmﬁmnghtp-dhwqdvﬁbdthoBﬁﬁﬂq

T amarey ugo Sy o1 Tec neAnuwasc Boeryavnas mexs.)  Theodoret appears to as-
o:;gm-mo,thooghhiswmd-mlydminwidor inm'pr)amion. Ot 1 spurropnt wrwg
& porr Tue Pupsins @n nuwBerrrarec—dnolu v erapedars Tic vuuc anrerey
Theod. tom. iv. p. 610. ’

3 The original testimonies are carefully collected by Usher, (De Brit. Ecel. primord.

1—30.) The Catholic polemics were anxious to prove that the British church wes |
Eeanded by Bt Peter, (Persons, Thres conver. vol. i. p. 7, fol. 1688. Broughton, -

Eccles. Hist. p. 68. Alford, Annal. tom. i. p. 26. 39, 49,) and the Protestant objected
with equal zeal U rival pretensions of St. Paul, (Godwin, De prim. Brit. conver. p. 5.
Scillingfleet, Orig. Brit. p. 37.) The former relied on the treacherous ity of
Metaphrastes : the latter on the ambiguous and hyperbolical expressions of a few more
ancient writers. .

3 B2 17



18 ANTIQUITIES OF THE ANGLO-SAXON CHURCH.

adduced in support of these fables, would be superfluous. In an
age of less discernment, they could hardly obtain credit: in the
present they may be deservedly neglected.

If it be true that, at this early period, any of the Britons em-
braced the doctrine of the gospel, we may safely pronounce their
number to have been inconsiderable, and must look to some later
epocha for the more general diffusion of religious knowledge.
By the native writers we are referred to the reign of Lucius, a
British prince, who is conjectured to have been the third in de-
scent from Caractacus, and to have inherited a portion of the
authority, which Claudius had formerly bestowed upon that
hero.* Though educated in the errors of paganism, he had im
bibed, aceording to their account, a secret reverence for the God
of the Christians ; and was at last encouraged by the favourable
edict of the Emperor Aurelius, to solicit the spiritual aid of Eleu-
therius the Roman pontif.!* Two clergymen, Fugatius and
Damianus, were commissioned to second the pious wishes of the
prince; their zealous exertions were rewarded with the most
rapid success; and the honourable title of apostles of Britain was
secured to them by the gratitude of their disciples.®

Of the subsequent history of the British church, but few par-
ticulars can be gleaned from the works of the ancient writers.
The first event which claims our notice is the persecution raised
against the Christians by the policy, or the superstition, of Dio
clesian. He had committed the government of the island to
Constantius; and that prince, though he abhorred the cruel
policy of enforcing perjury and dissimulation, by the fear of tor-
ments, dared not, in the subordinate station of Cesar, to refuse
the publication of the imperial edict, or to t;event the inferior
magistrates from indulging their private hatred against the
enemies of the gods. If the British church had to lament, on this
occasion, the weakness of several among her children, who
yielded to the impulse of terror, she could also boast of the
courage of many, who braved the fury of their adversaries, and
grasped with joy the crown of martyrdom. At their head our
ancestors were accustomed to revere the saints, Alban, the proto-

4He wes the grest-grandson of Arviragus, whose identity with Carectacus was
formerly suggested by Alford, (tom. i. p. 85,) and hes since been ably maintained by
Dr. Milner, (Hist. of Winch, vol. i. p. 39.) The objections of Creesy, (Hist. p. 22,)
and of Siillingfleet, (Orig. p. 29,) may be easily ot eluded.
‘Tboeo:{vuﬁm,md emnm';ﬁmdLndnwmwbym
skepticism of some writers. But that the Christain faith wes publicly professed in
Britain, before the close of the second ceatury, is clear from incontestible suthority,;
(Tert. cont. Jud. p. 189, edit. Regalt. Orig. hom. vi. in Luc., hom. vi. in Esech.;) and
that Lucius was the person to whom their ancestors owed this advantage, is the general
aseertion of the British writers. I can see no reason why their evidence should be re-
fused, till it be opposed by the equal testimony of other historians. o
‘aniu.p.log.edit.na'.m.&e.vol.ii.pﬁ'l. Wmno;lho'l‘;:?dl-
questionable authority, a dangerous competitor might be produced in Bran, the su
grandfather of Caractacus. 8ee Triad 35. .
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martyr of Britain, and Julius and Aaron, citizens of Caerleon.’
But Constantius was not long the silent spectator of cruelties
which he condemned: within two years he was vested with the
imaperial purple; and, from that moment, he placed the Christians
under his protection, and returned the sword of persecution into
its scabbard.*

In a remote corner of the west, the Britons had scarcely heard
of the controversies which agitated the oriental churches. But
they lent a more willing ear to the doctrines of their countryman
Pelagius; and his disciples, armed with syllogisms and distinc-
tions from the logic of Aristotle, confounded the simplicity, though
they could not pervert the faith of their pastors. The rapid pro-
gress of error alarmed the zeal of the orthodox clergy ; and the

Roman pontiff, or the bishops of Gaul, or perhaps both, com- -

" missioned St. Germanus of Auxerre, and St. Lupus of Troyes,
to support the declining cause of catholicity.’ They met the
disciples of Pelagius in the synod of Verulam : the day was spent
in unavailing debate; in the evening a miracle confirmed the
arguments of Germanus ; and his opponents declared themselves
proselytes to his doctrine. The missionaries returned in triumph
to their dioceses ; but they were scarcely departed, when the ex-
gloded opinions were preached with renewed activity, and the

ishop of Auxerre was compelled toresume his apostolic functions.
His labours, however, were repaid with the most complete suc-
cess. The partisans of error disappeared before him; and Pe-
lagianism was eradicated from the island.” But the satisfaction,
which the Britons expressed at this event, was clouded by sub-
sequent misfortunes: a foreign and more formidable enemy
arose ; and, after a long and doubtful struggle, the religion, with
the government of the natives, sunk heneath the persevering
efforts of the Saxons.

The Saxons, in the commencement of the second century,
were a small and contemptible tribe on the neck of the Cimbrian
Chersonesus:" in the fourth, they had swelled into a populouns
and mighty nation, whose territories progressively reached the
Elbe, the Weser, the Ems, and the Rhine.* Their favourite
occupation was piracy. A body of Franks, stationed by the

TGild. p. 72, 73. Bed. Hist. L 1, ¢, vii.

§ Euseb. vit. Const. L 1, c. xvi. For the date of this persecution, an. 305, see Smith,
(Bed. Hist. appen. p. 659.)

? An. 439. From whom Germanus received his mission, is an unimportant question,
which has been warmly bat fruitlessly discussed. By Constantius (Vit. Germ. L. 1, c.
xix.) it is ascribed to the Gallic prelates; by Prosper (Chron. ad. an. 429, lib. adv.
collat. c. xli.) to Pope Celestipe.

loVit.Gw.Lll,e.iiM

1 Ewt o0 avy e 7ac K xwomow,  Ptol, in quar. Europ. tab. That Ptole
wrote before nﬂdhqummdmmq,nwfmmd':?‘hudofhiom?z
mwhichmmdomtboyml“.(!ncyd.mﬂbdl’hyliqu,tom.i.p.%&)

1S Amm. Marcel. . 87. Ethelwerd. L 1, £. 474, edit. Savile.
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emperor Probus on the coast of Pontus, had seized a Roman
fleet, and steering unmolested through the Bosphorus and the
Mediterranean sea, had reached in safety the shores of Batavia.
Their successful temerity awakened the adventurous spirit of the
neighbouring nations; who, though they were ignorant of the art
of navigation, though they possessed neither the patience nor the
skill to imitate the construction of the Roman vessels, boldly de-
termined to try their fortune on the ocean. In light and narrow-
skiffs, the intrepid barbarians committed themselves to the mercy
of the winds and wawves;* the commerce of the provincials re-
warded their audacity, and increased their numbers; and, in the
midst of every storm, the 8axen squadrons issued from their
ports, swept the neighbouring seas, and pillaged with impunity
the unsuspecting coasts of Gauland Britain. When the Emperor
Honorius recalled the legions from the defence of the island, the
nativesy who had often experieaced the desperate valour of the
Saxons, solicited their assistance against their ancient enemies
the Picts and the Scots. Hengist, with a small band of merce-
naries, accepted the proposal:* but the perfidious barbarian
turned the sword against his employers, and the possession of
Kent was the fruit of his. treachery. The fortune of Hengist
atimulated the ambition of other chieftains. Shoals of new ad-
venturers annually sought the shores of Britain; and the naiives,
though they defended theimselves with a eourage worthy of a
more prosperous issue, were gradually compelled to retire to the
steep and lofty mountains which cover the western coast.

By this memorable revolution, the fairer portion of the island,
from the wall of Antoninus to the British channel, was unequally
divided among eight independent thieftains.'* The other bar-
harous tribes, that dismegnbered the Romait empire, exercised the
right of victory with some degree of moderation ; and, by incor-
porating the natives with themselves, insetisibly learned to imi-
tate their manners, and to adopt their worship. But the natural
feroeity of the 8axons hid been sharpened by the stubborn re-
sistanee of the Britons. They spared neither the lives nor the habi-
tations of their enemies submission was seldom able to disarm
their fury; and the churehes, towns, and villages, all the works
of art, and all the remains of Roman grandeur, were devoured
by the flames.® But while they thus indulged their resent-

] : Cui pelle selum suicare Britintium

Ludus, et assuto glaocum mare findere lembo,
Sid. Apol. carth ¥, ad. Avil.
14 Ann. 449,

. ' Anxious for the honour of his countrymen, Goodall attempts to prdve, that the
conquests of the Saxons were bounded by the river Tweed. 8ee his intrédtiction to
Scottish history prefixed to Fordun’s Scotichronicon, (Edin. 1759, p. 40.)

16 Confovebatur de mari usque ad mare ignis, orientali sscrilegorum manu exugge-
mtus, et finitimas quasque civitates agrosque populans, qui non quievit accensus, donec
cunctam pene exurens insule superficiem rubra occidentalem trucique oceanum lingua
delamberet. Gild. p. 85. Gildas was an enemy and a Briton. He may have exag-
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ment, they dried up the more ebvious sources of civil and reli-

ious improvement. With the race of the ancient inhabitants
ﬁ!:appeared the refinements of society, and the knowledge of the
gospel : to the worshiﬂ of the true God succeeded the impure
rites of Woden ; and the ignorance and barbarism of the north
of Germany were transplanted inte the most flourishing pro-
vinces of Britain.

It was once the boast, or the consdlation of the Greeks, that,
if they had been subdued by the superior fortune of Rome, Rome
in her turn had yielded to them the empire of learning and the
arts.”” The histoty of the fifth and sixth centuries presents an
almost similar revolution. The fierce valour of the northern bar-
barians annihilated the temporal power of Rome ; and the reli-
gion of Rome trinmphed over the gods of the barbarians.
Scarcely had the Saxons obtained the undisputed possession of
their conquests, when a private monk conceived the bold, but
benevolent design, of reducing these savage warriors under the
obedience of the gospel. Gregory, on whom the veneration of
posterity has bestowed the epithet of the great, hud lately re-
signed the dignity of Roman prefect, and buried in the obscurity
of the cloister all his prospects of worldly greatness.” While he
remained in this humble station, he chanced to pass through the
public market at the moment in which some Saxon slaves were
exposed to sale. Their beauty caught the eye of the fervent
monk ; and he exclaimed, with a pious zeal, that forms so fair
ought no longer to be excluded ftom the inheritance of Christ.
Impressed with this idea, he repaired to the pontiff, and extorted -
. from him a reluctant permission to quit his monastery, and an-
nounce the gospel to the barbarous conquerors of Britain. But
the people of Rome were unwilling to -be deptived of a man
whose virtues they adored. Theit clamours retarded his depart-
ure; and his subsequent elevation to the papal throne compelled
him to abandon the design.®* 4 -

Gregory, however, still kept his eyes fixed on Britain. The
absence of his personal exertions he could easily supply by those-
of other missionaries; and, from his high station in the church,
he might direct their operations, and seeond their endeavours.
The patfimony of St. Peter, in Gaul, was at this period adminis-
tered by the presbyter Candidus. 1o him he gave an extraordi-
nary comrission to purchase a competent humber of Saxon

goeated the cruelties of the invaders; but the substance of his narrative is corroborated
bythe&mnchtoniclo,(g;l5,)undbythowbnqmntwnoroftha&xonhiﬂory.

17 Greecia captd ferund m cepit, et artes

Intulit agresti Latie.—Hox. .

18 Bede L ii. p. 78. 1 see no reason to dispute the truth of this anecdots, on the
ground that it is not mentioned by foreign writers. Bede seserts, that he received it
% traditione majorum ;” and o nation could be more interested than the Saxons to pred
sorve the memory of the accident which led to their conversion. See also the Saxon
homily in nat. St. Greg. p. 11. 18, edit, Elstob.
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slaves under the age of eighteen, and to send them with sure
guides to Rome, where they mjght be educated under his eye,
and at his expense.” It was his intention to raise them, at a con-
venient time, to the priesthood, and to employ them in the con-
version of their countrymen. But their progress was slow; and
his zeal was impatient. After a short interval he resolved to try
the courage of his monks, ignorant as they were of the language
and manners of the barbarians. Having selected the most learned
and virtuous of the community, he explained to them his views,
elevated their hopes with the prospect of eternal rewards, and
confirmed tieir consent with his apostolical benediction. Ani-
mated by the exhortation of the pontiff, the missionaries tra-
versed with speed the north of Italy, and arrived at the foot of
the Gallic Alps: but the enthusiasm which they had imbibed in
Rome, insensibly evaporated during their journey; and, from
the neighbourhood of Lerins, they despatched Augustine, their
superior, to Gregory, to explain their reasons for declining so un-

romising and so dangerous an enterprise. But the pontiff was
inflexible. He exhorted, conjured, commanded them to proceed ;
he solicited in their favour the protection of the princes and pre-
lates of the Franks; he begged of the Gallic clergy to depute
some of their body to be their interpreters and associates ; and at
last, after 2 long and tedious suspense, received the welcome
news, that they had landed in safety on the isle of Thanet. It
was the year five hundred and ninety-seven.

Of the Saxon kingdoms, that of Kent was the most ancient,
and the best disposed to receive the truths of the gospel. The
immediate descendants of Hengist seem not to have inherited
the martial virtues of that conqueror, but, by cultivating the arts
of peace, they had endeavoured to excite a spirit of improve-
ment among their subjects. The example of their neighbours,
the Franks, who had embraced the Christian faith, taught them
to view with less partiality the worship of their ancestors; and
from the prosperity of that apostate eHeople they might infer, that
victory was not exclusively attached to the votaries 'of Woden.
Bertha, daughter to Charibert, king of Paris, was married to
their sovereign: she practised the tites of the gospel in the
heart of their nretropolis; and the saintly deportment of Liud-
hard, the prelate who attended her, reflected a lustre on the faith
which he professed. From the epistles of St. Gregory it appears,
that these and similar causes had awakened a desire of religious
knowledge among the inhabitants of Kent, and that application
for instruction had been made to the prelates of the Franks;
whose apathy and indolence are lashed by the severe but merited
animadversions of the pontiff.®

L L v. ep. 10.
”ﬁ?%&;.l.i-p.ﬂ. Malm. de Reg.L L c. L £ 4, edit. Savile. Greg. Ep. L v.
op. 08, 99.
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It was at this favourable period that Augustine reached the
isle of Thanet, and despatched a messenger to inform the Saxon
king, that he was arrived from a distant country, to open to him
and his subjects the gates of eternal happiness. Probably the
mind of Ethelbert had been prepared by the diligence of his
queen. He consented to hear the foreign priests : but fearful of
the secret influence of magic, determined to give them audience in
the open air. Elated with this faint gleam of success, the mis-
sionaries approached the appointed place in the slow and solemn
pomp of a religious procession ; hefore them was borne a silver

_cross, and a portrait of Christ; and the air resounded with the
anthems which they chanted, in alternate chairs, praying for the
conversion of the pagans. Ethelbert listened with attention to the
discourse of Augustine : his answer was reserved but humane.
Though he expressed no inclination to abandan the worship of
his forefathers, he acknowledged that the offers of the missionary

were plausible, and praised the charity, which had prompted .

strangers to undertake so perilous a_journey, for the advantage
of an unknown people. He concluded with an assurance of his
protection as long as they chose to remain in his dominions.®
Without the walls of Canterbury, the queen had discovered
the ruins of an ancient church, built by the Britons in honour of
8t. Martin. By her orders it had been repaired, and given to
the Bishop Liudbard ; it was now transferred to the use of the
missionaries, whose efforts she seconded with all her influence.
The patronage of the sovereign insured ‘the respeét of the sub.
jects; aud curiosity led numbers to view the public service, and
earn the religious tenets of the strangers. They admired the
solemnity of their worship ; the pure and sublime morality of
- their doctrine ; their zeal, their austerity, and their virtue. In.
sensibly the prejudices of the idolaters wore away; and the
riests of Woden began to lament the solitude of their altars
thelbert, who at first maintained a decent reserve, ventured to

profess himeelf a Christian; and so powerful was his example,

that ten thousand Saxons followed their prince to the waters of
baptism.® R

From the natural ferocity of the Saxon character, there was rea~
son to fear that the royal convert, in the fervour of proselytism,
might employ the flames of persecution to accelerate the progress

of Christianity. But his teachers were actuated by motives more

8! Bed. L i. p. 61. Hom. Bsx. in nat. 8t. Greg. p. 83—34. Gosceline pretends to
give us thd very speech of Augustine; but it was probably composed for him by that
writer, (Ang. Sac. tom. ii. p. 59.) From the Saxon homily we leamn, that-on this and
similar occasions, the French clergymen served as interpreters. And he puph
pena pealrroda mu®d Bam cyninge - hip leode Iroder pond
D bude L i 0,28, The joy of the pontff impart ble sucoees o

1 L ic 26. j i him to success to
Eulogius, the patriarch of A’l:xyundria. p;:'d.;v:'mhg.hd Dominice nmu&plm quam
decem millia Angli b eodem nunciati sunt fratre st co-episcopo noetro baptisati. (Ep.
Greg. L vii. ep. 30. 8mith’s Bed. app. viii.)
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congenial 0 the mild spirit of the gospel : and with a moderation
which is not always the associate of zeal, sedulously inculcated
that the worship of man, to be grateful to the Deity, must be the
spontanenus dictate of the heart; and that the obstinacy of the
idolater was to be overcome, not by the sword of the magistrate,
but by the labours of the missionary.® These lessons they had
imbibed from the mouth of the pontiff; and they were frequently
inculcated in his letters. In obedienoe to his instructions, the
weakness and prejudices of the converts were respected ; the de-
serted temples of Woden were convertest into Christian churches ;
and the national customs gradually adapted to the offices of reli-
gion. Hitherto the Saxons had been accustomed to enliven the
solemnity of ‘their worship by the merriment of the table. The
victims which had bled ow the altars of the gods, furnished the
principal materials of the feast; and the praises of their warriors
were mingled with the hymns ehanted in honouy of the Divinity.
Totally to have abolished this practice, might have alienated
their minds frora a religion, which forbade the most favourite of
their amusements. By the direction of Gregory, similar enter-
tainments were permitted on the festivals of the Christian mar-
tyrs; tents were erected in the vicinity of the church; and as
soon as the service was concluded, the converts were exhorted
to indulge with sobriety in their acoustomed gratifications, and
return their thanks to that Being, who showers down his bless-
ings on the human race.*

From Kemt the knowledge of the gospel was speedily trans-
mitted to the neighbouring and dependent kingdom of Essex.
Saberct, the reigning prince, received with respect the Abbot
Mellitus, and invited him to reside in his metropolis.* But the
!ﬁt‘)spect of the missionary closed with the death of his patron.”

e three sons of Saberct, who were still attached to the worship
of their ancestors, bursting into the church during the time of
sacrifice, demanded a portion of the consecrated bread, which
Mellitus was distributing to the people.* The bishop (he had
been lately invested with the episcopal dignity) dared to refuse;
and banishment was the consequence of his refusal. He joined
his brethren in Kent: but they were involved in equal difficul-
ties. After the death of Bertha, Ethelbert had married a second
wife. His son Eadbald was captivated with her youth and
beauty ; at his accession to the throne he took her to his bed;
and when the missjobaries ventured to remonstrate, abandoned
a religion which forbade the gratification of his passiagu Dis-

23 Bed. | i. ©. 36. Hom. Bax. in nat. St. Greg. p. 36.

24 For this condescension, which was copied from the practice of the first Christien
missionaries, (Mosh. Hist. Eccl. semc. ii. p. 3, c. iv. not.) the pontiff has been chastised
by the puritanical zeal of Dr. Henry, (vol. iii. p. 194.) He asserts, that it introduced

corruptions into the Christian worship. But to accuse, is easier than to

grossest
prove: and Henry has prudently forgotten to specify the nature of these corruptions.
25 An. 604, 26 Bed. L ii. c. 5.
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heartened by so many misfortunes, Mellitus, with Justus of Ro-
chester, retired into Gaul.® Laurentius, the successor of St.
Augustine, had determined to follow their example ; but spent
the night before his intended departure in the church of St. Peter.
At break of day he repaired to the palace ; discovered to the king
the marks of stripes on his shoulders ; and assured him, that they
had been inflicted by the hands of the apostle, as the reward of
his cowardice. Eadbald was astonished and confounded. He
expressed his willingness to remove the causes of discontent;
dismissed his father’s widow from his bed; and recalled the
fugitive bishops. His subsequent conduct proved the sincerity
of his conversion: and Christianity, supported by his influence,
soon assumed an ascendancy which it ever after maintained.®
From the south, the knowledge of the gospel passed to the
most northern of the Saxon nations. Edwin, the powerful king
of Northumbria, had asked and obtained the hand of Edilberga,
the daughter of Ethelbert : but the zeal of her brother had stipu-
lated that she should enjoy the free exercise of her religion, and
had extorted from the impatient suitor a promise, that he would
impartially examine the credibility of the Christian faith. With
these conditions Edwin complied, and alternately consulted the
Saxon priests and Paulinusga bishop who had accompanied the
queen. Though the arguments of the missionary were enforced
by the entreaties of Edilberga, the king was slow to resolve;
and two years were spent in anxious deliberation. At length,
attended by Paulinus, he entered the great council of the nation;
requested the advice of his faithful Witan; and exposed the rea-
sons which induced him to prefer the Christian to the pagan wor-
ship.® Coiffi, the high priest of Northumbria, was the first to
reply. It might have been expected, that prejudice and interest
would have armed him with arguments against the adoption of
a foreign creed: but his attachment to paganism had been
weakened by repeated disappoiutments, and he had learned to
despise the gods, who had neglected to reward his services.
That the religion which he had hitherto taught, was useless, he
attempted to prove from his own misfortunes; and avowed his
resolution to listen to the reasons, and examine the doctrine of
Paulinus. He was followed by an aged®hane, whose discourse
offers an interesting picture of the simplicity of the age. «When,”
said he, 0 king, you and your ministers are seated at table in
the depth of winter,and the cheerful fire blazes on the hearth in
the middle of the hall, a sparrow, perhaps, chased by the wind
and snow, enters at one door of the apartment, and escapes by
the other. During the moment of its passage, it enjoys the
warmth ; when it is once departed, it is seen no more. Such is

2 Ann. 625. Both Justus snd Mellitus became afterwards archbishops of Canter-

bury.
2]dLiic.6 - » An. 637.
4 c



26 ANTIQUITIES OF THE ANGLO-SAXON CHURCH.

the nature of man. During a few years his existence is visjble
but what has preceded, or what will follow it, is concealed from
the view of mortals. If the new religion offer any information
on these important subjects, it must be worthy of our atten-
tion.””® To these reasons the other members- assented. Pauli-
nus was desired to explain the principal articles of the Christian
faith: and the king expressed his determination to embrace the
doctrine of the missionary. When it was asked, who would
dare to profane the altars of Woden, Ooiffi accepted the danger-
ous office. Laying aside the emblems of the priestly dignity, he
assumed the dress of a warrior: and, despising the prohibitions
of the Saxon superstition, mounted the favourite charger of
Edwin.. By those who were ignorant of his motives, his conduct
was attributed to a temporary insanity. But he disregarded. their
clamours, proceeded to the nearest temple, and, bidding defiance
to the gods of his fathers, hurled his spear into the sacred edifice.
It stuck in the opposite wall ;%! and, to the surprise of the trem-
‘bling spectators, the heavens were silent, and the sacrilege was
unpunished. Insensibly they recovered from their fears, and,
encouraged by the exhortation of Coiffi, burnt to the ground the
temple and the surrounding groves.®®* From so favourable a be-
ginning, the missionary might have v#ntured to predict the entire
conversion of the natiori : but he could not calculate the numer-
ous chances of war; and all the fruits of his labowrs were

eedily blasted by the immature death of the king. Edwin was
in a8 he bravely fought against Penda king of Mercia, and
Ceedwalla king of the Britons. During more than twelve months,
the victors pillaged the kingdom of Northumbria without opposi-
tion ; Edilberga, her children, and Paulinus, were compelled to
seek an asylum in Kent; and the converts, deprived of instruc-
tion, easily relapsed into their former idolatry.

The history of the Saxon kingdoms is marked with the most
rapid vicissitudes of fortune. Oswald and Eanfrid were the sons
of Adelfrid, the predecessor of Edwin. In the mountains of Scot.
land they had concealed themselves from the jealousy of that
prince ; and had ‘spent the time of their exile in Jearning, from
the monks of Hii, the pginciples of the gospel. After the victory
of the confederate kings, they returned to Northumbria. Eanfrid
was treacherously slain in a parley with Cedwalla: Oswald
determined to avenge the calamities of his family and country.
‘With a small, but resolute band of followers, he sought the army .

30 Bed. 1. ii. ¢, 13,
3 This circumstance is not to be found in the Latin copies of Bede; but it has been

preserved by King Alfred in his version. Pa pceac he mid hip ppene §
hic rricobe perce on Bam heanpge. Bed. Hist. Sax. p. 517.
32 Alcuin has celebrated the fame of Coiffi in his poem on the church of York.
O nimium tanti felix audacia facti !
Polluit ante alios quas ipse sacraverat aras,.—v. 186
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of the enemy, and discovered it negligently, encamped in the
neighbourhood of Hexham. A cross of wood was hastily erected
by his order, and the Saxons, prostrate before it, earnestly im-
plored the protection of the God of the Christians. From prayer
trey rose to battle, and to victory. Ceedwalla was slain ; his
army was dispersed ; and the conqueror ascended without a rival
the throne of his ancestors.® As he piously attributed his suc-
cess to the favour of Heaven, he immediately bent his attention
to the concerns of religion, and selicited a supply of missionaries
from his former instructors. Corman -was sent, a monk of a
severe and unpliant dispesition; who, disgusted with the igno-
rance and barbarism of the Saxons, speedily returned in despair
to his monastery. As he described to the confraternity the diffi-
culty and dangers of the mission, ¢ Brother,” exclaimed a voice,
“the fault is yours. You exacted from the barbarians more than
their weakness could bear. You should have first stooped to
their ignorance, and then have raised their minds to the sublime
maxims of the gospel.” This sensible rebuke turned every eye
upon the speaker, a private monk of the name of Aidan: he was
selected to be the apostle of the Northumbrians; and the issue
of his labours justified the wisdom of the choice. As soon as he
had received thé episcopal ordination, he repaired to the court
of Oswald. His arrival was a subject of general exultation ; and
the king condescended to explain in Saxen the instructions which
the missionary delivered in his native language. But the suc-
cess of Aidan was owing no less to his virtues than to his preach-
ing. The severe austerity of his life; his profound contempt of
riches, and his unwearied application to the duties of his pro-
fession, won the esteem, while his arguments convinced the
understanding of his hearers. Each day the number of prose-
lytes increased ; and, within p few years, the church of Nor-
thambria was fixed on a solid and permanent foundation.

The East-Angles were indebted for their conversion to the
zealous labours of Felix, a Burgundian prelate. In the com-
mencement of the seventh century, their monarch, Redwald, had
invited to hiw court the disciples of St. Augustine, and received
from them the sacrament of baptism. Yet he abjured net the
worship of his country ; and the same temple was sanctified by
the celebration of the Christian sacrifice, and polluted by the
immolation of victims to the gods of paganism.* His son Eorp-
wald was more sincere in his belief: but the merit of firmly
establishing the Christian worship was, by his death, transferred
to his successor, Sigebert, who, during a long exile in Gaul, had
imbibed with the knowledge of the gospel a profound veneration
for the monastic institute. No sooner had he ascended the

3 Bed. L iii. ¢. 1—2. Ann. 635, 34 Bed. 1. iiis c. 3—5.

3 Bed. I ii. c. 16. Hume (Hist. p. 32. Millar, 4°, 1762) inadvertently ascribes
the apoetasy of Redwald to his son Eorpwald.
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throne, than Felix, commissioned by Honorius of Canterbury,
requested permission to instruct his subjects. He was received
with welcome, and fixed his residence at Dunwich, the capital
of the kingdom.* By the united efforts of the king and the mis-
sionary, the knowledge of Christianity was rapid:y diffused ; and,
the better to eradicate ignorance and idolatry from the higher
classes of the people, a public school was instituted after the
model of that at Canterbury.”” Having shared for a time the
cares and splendour of royalty with KEgeric, a near relation,
Sigebert retired to a monastery to prepare himself for death.
But his repose was disturbed by the invasion of a foreign enemy.
A formidable body of Mercians had penetrated into the heart of
the country; the misfortunes of the campaign were ascribed to
the want of conduct or of valour in Egeric; and the East-Angles
clamorously demanded the aged monarch, who had so often
led them to victory. With reluctance he left his cell to mix in
the tumult and dangers of the field. On the day of battle, when
arms were offered him, he refused them as repugnant to the
monastic profession, and with a wand directed the operations of
the army. But the fortune of the Mercians prevailed : both the
kings were slain; and the country was abandoned to the ravages
of the conquerors. Yet, under the pressure of this calamity, the
converts persevered in the profession of their religion ; and Felix,
within the seventeen years of his mission, had the merit of re-
claiming the whole nation from the errors of paganism.

While Christianity was thus making a rapid progress in the
kingdoms of the north and east, a new apostle appeared on the
southern coast, and announced the tidings of salvation to the
fierce and warlike inhabitants of Wessex.*® His name was Bi-
rinus. Animated with a desire of extending the conquests of
the gospel, he had obtained frony Pope ¥onorius a commission
to preach to the idolatrous tribes of the Saxons. By a fortunate

3 Anno 631.

37 The situation and design of this school have been the subject of much controversy
between the champions of the two universities. The origin of Cambridge was formerly
derived by its partisans from Cantaber, a Bpanish prince, who was supposed to have
landed in Britain in the reign of Gurguntius, about 400 years before the Christian ers,
(see Caius De Ant. Cant. p. 20—60;) and the Oxonians, not to yield to their oppo-
nents, claimed for their first professors, the philosophers whom Brutus had brought
with him more than a thousand years before that period, (Aseertio Antiq. Oxon. p. 1.
London, 1568.) Antiquity so remote, was too ridiculous to obtain credit: both con-
tracted their pretensions ; and Sigebert was selected for the founder of Cambridge, Alfred
the Great for that of Oxford. The war, however, was still continued, and the most emi-
nent scholars joined either party, as their judgment or partiality directed. Without
engaging in the dispute, I may be allowed to observe, that there appears no reason to
believe, with the advocates for Oxford, that the school of Sigebert was designed only to
teach the rudiments of grammar, or, with their opponents, that it was established at
Cambridge. Bede tells us, that it was formed in imitation of the schaol at Canterbury,
in which all the sciences known at that period were studied ; and Smith has made it
highly probable that it was situated cither at Seaham or Dunwich. Bee Smith’s Bede,

App. p. 721.
38 Ann. 634.
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concurrence of circumstances, he had scarcely opened his mis-
sion, when Oswald of Northumbria arrived at the eourt of Kine-
gils, and demanded his daughter in marriage. The arguments
of the missionary were powerfully seconded by the influence of
the suitor. The princess and her father embraced with docility
the religion of Christ; and the men of Wessex were eager to
conform to the example of their monarch. Success expanded
the views of Birinus: from the capital he removed to Dorches-
ter, a city on the confines of Mercia; and flattered himself with
ahe expectation of converting that extensive and populous king-
om. ‘ )

But Mercia was destined to feceive the faith from the pious
industry of the Northumbrian princes; who were eminently
instrumental in the dissemination of Christianity among the nu
merous tribes of their countrymen. Peada, the son of Penda,
king of Mercia, had offered his hand to the daughter of Oswiu,
the successor of Oswald : but the lady spurned the addresses of
a pagan; and the passion of the prince induced him to study the
principles of her religion. . His conversion was rewarded with
the object of his affections. To those who doubted his sincerity,
he replied that no consideration, not even the refusal of Alefleda;
should ever provoke him to return to the altars of Woden: but
an argument more convincing than imefe professions was the
zeal with which he procured four Northumbrian priests to in-
struct the Middle-Angles, whom he governed as king during the
life of his father. Even Penda himself was induced to grant his
protection to the missionaties; and though he refused to yield
to their exhortations, he tréated with contempt such of his sub-
jects as had enrolled themselves among the Christians, and yet
retained the mannets of pagans. Within a few years the fortune
of war annexed the erown of Mercia to that of Northumbria,
and ‘Diuma, a missionary, Was raised to the episcopal dignity.
The converts were true to the faith which they had embmeg;
and retained it with enthusiasii, after they had thrown off the
yoke, and replaced the scéptre in the hands of their native .
princes. .

The zeal of Oswid was not satisfied with one royal proselyte;
and his solicitations prevailed on Sigebert, the East Saxon
monarch, to receive the sacred rite of baptism.® The men of
Essex supported the character of their fathers. Like them they
embraced the Christlan faith, and like them apostatized. A
dreadful pestilence, which they attribitted to the vengeance of
Woden, induced them to rebuiild the altars, and restore the wor-
ship of thatdeity. Jariman, bishop of Mercia, was alarmed :
with haste he repaired to the kingdom of Essex; and by his
preaching and authority confirmed the faith of the wavering
and refuted the errors of the incredulous.®

3 An. 653, 40 Bed. L iii. ¢, 80,
c2
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The inhabitants of Sussex were the most barbarous of the
Saxon nations, and the last that embraced the profession of Chris-
tianity. Unmoved by the example of their neighbours, whom
they branded with the infamous name of apostates, they long
resisted the repeated efforts of the missionaries; but their obsti-
nacy was induced to yield to the superior zeal or superior ad-
dress of St. Wilfrid, a Northwmbrian prelate. Expelled from
hig diocese by ‘the intrigues of his enemies, he wandered an
hodnourable exile among the tribes of the south, when Edilwalch,
the king of Sussex, who had been lately baptized, invited him to
attempt the conversion of his subjects. Wilfrid had travelled
through most of the nations on the continent; to the advantages
of study he had joined those of observation and experience ; and
while his acquirements commanded the respect, the improve-
ments which he introduced conciliated the esteem of the barba-
rians. His first converts were two hundred and fifty slaves,
whom, together with the isle of Selsey, he had received as a
present from the munificence of Edilwalch.#* On the day of
their baptism, they were unexpectedly gratified with the offer
of their liberty from their generous instructor, who declared that
they ceased to be his bondsmen from the moment in which they
became the children of Christ. The liberafity of Wilfrid was
felt and applauded : numbers crowded to his sermons ; and those
who were not convinced by his reasons, were silenced by the
authority of the king. Within the space of five years he firmly
established the Christian woiship in Sussex: and after his de-
parture the wants of the mission were supplied by the pastoral
care of the bishops of Winchester.*?

Thus in the space of about eighty years was successfully com-
pleted the conversion of the Anglo-Saxons; an enterprise,
which originated in the charity of Gregory the Great, and was
unremittingly continued by the industry of his disciples, with the
assistance of several faithful co-operators from Gaul and Italy.
Of the conduct which they pursued, and the arguments which
they employed, a few particulars may be collected from the
works of the ancient writers.® They were instructed most
carefully to avoid every offensive and acrimonious expression ;
to inform the judgment without alienating the affections; and to
display on every occasion the most disinterested zeal for the wel-
fare of their disciples# The great and fundamental truth of

41 An, 678. '

48 Compare Bede (l. iv. e. 13, v. c. 18. 28) with Eddius (vit. Wilf, ¢. 40) and Hun-
tingdon, (1. iii. £ 192, int. scrip. post Bed.)

43 Daniel, bishop of Winchester, in a letter to St. Boniface, enumerates the argu-
ments, which were thought the best calculated to convince the pagans, (Ep. Bonif. p.
78, edit. Serrar.) The letters of the pontiffs to the Saxon kings, (Wilk. con. vol. i.
P 2’90. 384,) and some passages of Bede (His. L. ii. c. 13, L iii. c. 22) may also be con-
sulted.

Dn“ Non quasi insultando vel irritando eos, sed placide et magna moderatione. Ep.

n. ibid.

/
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the unity of God was the first lesson which they sought to in-
culcate. The statues of the gods could not, they observed, be
fit objects of adoration; since whatever excellence they pos-
sessed was derived from the nature of the materials, and the in-
genuity of the artist:# and from the successive generation of
the German deities they inferred, that none of them could be the
first great cause, from whose fecundity all other beings received
their existence.® If they were the dispensers of every bless-
ing, why, it ' was asked, were their votaries confined to the bar-
ren and frozen climate of the north, while the warmer and more
fertile regions were divided among those who equally despised
their promises and their threats?¢ If Woden were the God of -
war, why did victory still adhere to the standards of the tribes,
which had trampled on his altars and embraced the faith of
Christ? To the incoherent tenets of paganism they opposed the

eat truths of revelation ; the fall and redemption of man, his
uture judgment, and endless existence during an eternity of
happiness or misery. For the truth of these doctrines, they ad-
verted to the consent of the powerful and polished nations,
which had preferred them to their ancient worship ; to the ra-
pidity with which, in defiance of every obstacle, they had spread
themselves over the earth, and to the stupendous events by
which their diffusion was accompanied and accelerated.® Nor
did they hesitate to appeal, like the apostles, to the miracles,
which deposed in favour of their mission ; and the supernatural
powers with which they believed themselves to be invested, at-
tracted the notice of Gregory. His zeal rejoiced at the triumphs
of the gospel : but his virtue was alarmed for the humility of his
disciples. In a long letter to Augustine, he earnestly exhorted
him to reflect on the nothingness of man in the presence of the
Supreme Being; to shut his ears to the subtle suggestions of
vanity ; and to be convinced that the avonders, which accom-,
panied his preaching, were wrought by God, not to reward the
merits of those who were only humble instruments in the hand
of Almighty power, but to display his mercy to the Saxons, and
to attract their minds by sensible proofs to the knowledge of
salvation.* :

In one respect the missionaries ventured to deviate from the
example of those who had preceded them in their sacred functions.

46 Bed. L ii. c. 10, L iii. c. 22.

48 Quoelibet ab aliis generatos concede ens asserere, ut saltem modo hominum natos
dEmle):d“"biE.Oﬁ“' homines quam deos fuisse, et cpisse, qui ante non erant,. probes.

n. 1

1:.7 Cum Christiani fertiles terras, vini olsique feraces ceterisque opibus abundantes
poesideant provincias, paganis frigore semper rigentes terras reliquerunt. Ibid. See
a similar argument in Bede, (1. ii. ¢. 13.)

48 Inferenda quoque smpius eis est orbis auctoritas Christiani. Ep. Dan. ibid.

40 Quidquid de faciendis signis acceperis vel accepisti, hwc non tibi sed illis deputes
donata pro quorum tibi salute collata sunt. Ep. Greg. ad Atig. apud Bed. L i. c. 31.
Wilk. con. vol. i. p. 10.
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Though the first preachers of Christianity rapidly extended their
conquests through every class of Roman subjects, almost three
centuries elapsed before they presumed to attempt the conversion
of the emperors. But at the period of the Anglo-Saxon mission
the eircumstances were changed. The rulers of the barbarous
nations had proved themselves not insensible to the truths of the
gospel ; and the influence of their example had been recently
demonstrated in the conversion of the Franks, the Visigoths, and
the Suevi. Hence the first object of the missionaries, Roman,
Gallic, or Scottish, was invariably the same, to obtain the patron-
age of the prince. His favour insured, his opposition prevented
their success.® Yet let not malignity judge lightly of their merit.
If virtue is to be estimated by the effart which it requires, they
will be entitled to no ordinarty degree of praise. They abandoned
the dearest connexions of friends and country; they exposed
themselves to the caprice and cruelty of unknown barbarians:
they voluntarily embraced a life of laborious and unceasing
exertion, without any pra#pect of temporal emolument, and with
the sole view of civilizing the manners, and correcting the vices
of a distant and savage people. If they neither felt nor provoked
the scourge of persecution, they may, at least, claim the merit of
pure, active, and disinterested virtue : and the fortunate issue of
their labours is sufficient to disprove the opinion of those who
imagine that no church can be firmly established, the foundations
of which are not cemented with the blpod of martyrs.*

In the judgment of a hasty or a prejudiced observer, the faults of
the disciple are frequently transferred to the master: and the facility
with which the natives of Essex relapsed inte idolatry after the
dgath of Saberct, and those of Northumbria after the fall of Ed-
win, has encouraged a suspicion that the missionaries were more
anxiousto multiply the number, than to enlighten the mindsof their

oselytes. It should, however, be remembered that the teachers

*were few, the pupils many, and their ignorance extreme. Under
such difliculties, the rapid, though temporary success of Mellitus
and Paulinus bears an honpurable testimony to their zeal: nor
should it excite surprise, if, after their unfortunate expulsion, the
converts, without the aid of instruction, or the snpport of the civil
power, gradually returned to their former worshiip. To these
two instances may be successfully opposed the conduct of all the

% On this subject see the remarks of Macquer (Abrégé chronologique de I'histoire
ecclesiastique, vol. i. p. 512, an. 1768,) who unfortanately adduces the conduct of Ceed-
walls, to prove that the eonverts were Christians only in name, and still retained all the
vices of pagamism. But Cedwalla was neither a S8axon nor a convert. He was a
British prince, whom national animosity urged to wreak his vepgeance on the vanquished
Northumbriane.

1T shall not pollute these pages with the abuse which, about two centuries ago, re-
ligious bigotry so lavishly bestowed on the aposties of the Saxons. If the reader’s taste
lead him to sach offal, he may perume the wosks of Bayle, (Cent. 8, c. 85. Cent. 18,
¢. 1,) of Parker, (Ant. Brit. p. 33—46,) and of Fox, (Acts and Mon. tom. i. p. 107.) -
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other Saxon nations, in which Christianity, from its first admis-"
sion, mamtained a decided superiority. To object, that they

yielded without conviction, is to venture an assertion that cer-’
tainly is not countenanced by the obstinacy with which men

adhere to their religious prejudices; and is sufficiently contradicted

by the reserve with which Ethelbert listened to the instructions

of Augustine, by the long resistance of Edwin to the arguments:

of Paulinus, and by the tardy but sincere conversions of Peada,
priace of Mercia, and Sigebert, king of Essex. But the claim

of the missionaries to the gratitude, may be best deduced from

the improvement, of their disciples; and whoever wishes justly

to estimate their merit, will carefully compare the conduct of the

Christian with that of the pagan Saxons.

By the ancient writers, the Saxons are unanimously classed
with the most barbarous of the nations which invaded and dis-
membered the Roman empire.”® Their valour was disgraced by.
its brutality. To the services they generally preferred the blood
of their captives; and the man whose life they condescended to
spare, was taught to consider perpetual servitude as a gratuitoys
favour.® Among themselves, a rude and imperfect system of
legislation intrusted to private revenge the punishment of private
injuries; and the ferocity of their passions continually multiplied
these deadly and hereditary feuds. Avarice and the lust of sen-
sual enjoyment had extinguished in their breasts some of the
first feelings of nature. The savages of Africa may traffic with'
Europeans for the negroes whom they have seized by treachery,
or captured in open war: but the more savage conquerors of the
Britons sold, without scruple, to the merchants of the continent,
their ¢ountrymen, and even their own children.** Their religion
was accommodated to their manners, and their manners were:

rpetuated by their religion. In their theology they acknow-

edged no sin but cowardice, and revered no virtue but courage.
Their gods they appeased with the blood of human victims. Oft
a future life their notions were faint and wavering: and if the
soul were fated to survive the body, to quaff ale out of the skulls
of their enemies was to be the great reward of the virtuous: to.
lead a life of hunger and inactivity the endless punishment of the
wicked.* '

Such were the pagan Saxons. But their ferocity soon yielded
to the exertions of the missionaries, and the harsher features of
their origin were insensibly softened under the mild influence of
the gospel. In the rage of victory they learned to respect the

# Julian. de laud. Constan. p. 116, 8idon. I, viii. ep. 9. Zozim. ). iii. p, 147

83 Altissimm gratim stabat in loco. Gild. p. 87.

¢ Familiari, says Malmesbury, (de reg. . i c. 8,) sc pene ingenita consuetudine,
adeo ;::-T dubitarent arctissimas necessitudines sub prsstextu minimorum eommodv-
ram di ere.

%5 Two passages in Bede (L ii. c. 13. L iii. c. 30) will almost justify a doubt whether
they believed any future state at all. 4

5 .
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rights of humanity. Death or slavery was no longer the fate of
the conquered Britons: by their submission they were incof-

rated with the victors; and their lives and property were
protected by the equity of their Christian conquerors.® The
acquisition of religious knowledge introduced a new spirit of legis-
lation: the presence of the bishops and superior clergy improved
the wisdom of the national councils; and laws were framed to
punish the more flagrant violations of morality, and prevent the
daily broils which harassed the peace of society. The humane
idea, that by baptism all men become brethren, contributed to
meliorate the condition of slavery, and scattered the seeds of that
liberality which gradually undermined, and at length abolished
so odious an institution. By the provision of the legislature the
freedom of the child was secured from the avarice of an unnata-
ral parent; and the heaviest punishment was denounced against
the man who presumed to sell to a foreign master one of his
countrymen, though he were a slave or a malefactor.” But by
nothing were the converts more distinguished than by their piety.
The conviction of a future and endless existence beyond the
grave elevated their minds and expanded their ideas. To pre-
pare their souls for this new state of being, was to many the first
object of their solicitude: they eagerl?' sought every source of
instruction, and with scrupulous fidelity practised every duty
which they had learnt.® Of the zeal of the more opulent among
the laity, the numerous churches, hospitals, and meonasteries
which they founded, are a sufficient proof: and the clergy could
boast with equal truth of the piety displayed by the more emi-
nent of their order, and of the nations mstructed i the Christian
faith by the labours of St. Boniface and his associates.” Iu the
clerical and monastic establishments, the mest sublime of the
gospel virtues were carefully practised: even kings descended
from, their thrones, and exchanged the sceptre for the cowl.™®
Their conduct was applauded by their contemperaries: and the
moderns, whose supercilious wisdom affects to censure it, mmst
at least esteem the motives which inspired, and admire the reso-
lution which completed the sacrifice. The progress of civilizatiom

56 Beo the laws of Ins, 23, 24. 32, 46, (Wilk. leg. Sax. p. 18. 20. 22.)

§7 Though this inhuman custom was severely forbidden by different legislators, (Wilk.
leg. Bax. p. 17. 93. 107. 188,) it was clandestinely continued long afier the Norman
conquest, (Ang. Sac. vol ii. p. 258. Malm. de reg. 1. i. c. 3. Girald. de expug. Hiber.
Li.c 18.

“Seegedz (L ii. ¢. 17, L iii. c. 26, L iv. c. 3. Ep. ad Egb. Ant. p. 811,) and the tes-
timony of 8t. Gregory.- Gens Anglorum prave agere metuit, ac tolis desideriis ad ster-
nitatis gloriam pervenire concupiscit, (Moral. L. xxvii. ¢. 8. Ep. l. ix. 68.)

% The Old Saxons, the Francs, the Hessians, and the Thuringians were converted
by 8t. Boniface; the inhabitants of Westphalia by St. Swibert; the Frisians and the
Hollanders by 8t. Wilfrid and 8t. Willibrord ; the nations north of the Elbe by St
Willehad. See Walker’s translation of Spelman’s Alfred, (pref. not.)

60 According to Walker, (ibid.) three and twenty Saxon kings, and sixt~ queens and
children of kings, were revered as saints Ly our ancestors.
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kept equal pace with the progress of religion: not only the useful
but the agreeable arts were introduced ; esvery species of know-
ledge which could be attained, was eagerly studied ; and during
the gloom of ignorance which overspread the rest of Europe,
learning found, for a certain period, an asylum among the Saxons
of Britain.®* To this picture an ingenious adversary may, indeed,
oppose a very different description. He may collect the vices
which have been stigmatized by the zeal of their preachers, and
point to the crimes which disgraced the characters of some of
their monarchs. But the unpartial observer will acknowledge
the impossibility of eradicating at once the fiercer passions of a
whole nation; nor be surprised if he behold several of them
relapse into their former mangers, and, on some occasions, unite
the actions of savages with the profession of Christians. To judge
of the advantage which the Saxons derived from their conversion,
he will fix his eyes on their virtues. 7T'hey were the offspring
of the gospel ; their vices were the relics of paganism. -

It was fortunate for the converts, that, during the seventh cen-
tury, the peace of the western church was seldom disturbed by
religious controversy. Though their teachers came from differ-
ent and far distant countries, they were unanimous in preachin
the same doetrine ; and it was for several centuries the boast o
the Saxons, that heresy had never dared to erect its standard
within the precincts of their church. In points of discipline,

. national partiality would prompt each missionary to establish
the practice of his own country ; though Gregory, with a lauda-
ble liberality of sentiment,-exhorted his disciples to despise the
narrow prejudices of. education, and carefully to select from the
customs of different churches, whatever was best calculated to
promote the general interests of virtue and religion.®* Bat all
were not animated with the spirit of the pontiff. The Scottish
monks had been taught to respect as sacred every institution,
which had been sanctioned by the approbation of their ances-
toss; while the Roman missionaries contended, that the customs
of an obscure amd sequestered people ought to yield to the con-
sentient practice of the principal Christian churches. Each party
pertinaciously adhered to their own opinion ; and the controversy
was conducted with a violence which threatened to destroy the

fabric, that had been erected with so much labour and perse-.

verance. Yet the great objects, which called forth the zeal, and
divided the harmony of these holy men, regarded not the essen-
tials of Christianity : they were confined to, 1, the proper time

61 8e» the chapter on the learning of the Saxons. ’

@ Novit fraternitas taa Romans Ecclesi® consuetudinem, in qua s» meminit nutritam.
Bed mihi placet, sive in Romane, sive in Galliarum, seu in qualibet ecclesia aliquid in-
venisti, quod plus omnipotenti Deo possit placere, sollicite eliges, et in Anglorum
ecclesia institutione preecipus, que de multls ecclesiis colligere potuisti,infundas. Bed.
L i. ¢. 27, interrog. 2. :
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for the celebration of Easter, and, 2, the most approved method
of wearing the ecclesiastical tonsure.
1. The festival of Easter, instituted in honour of the resurrec-
tion of Christ, has always been considered as the principal of
the Christian solemnities. To reduce the different churches of
the east and west to uniformity in the celebration of this great
event, was an object which engaged the attention of the prelates
assembled in the council of Nice: and as the commencement of
the Paschal time depended on astronomical calculation, it was
determined that the patriarch of Alexandria should annually
consult the philosophers of Egypt, and communicate the result
.of their researches to the Roman pontiff; whose duty it was to
.notify the day of the festival to the more distant churches.
- Unfortunately, the Roman agreed not with the Alexandrian
method of computation ; a different cycle of years was employ-
ed; and the limits of the equingdctial lunation were affixed to dif-
ferent days. Hence arose an insuperable obstacle to the uni-
formity required by the council; and it not unfrequently hap-
pened, that while the western Christians were celebrating the
Joyous event of the resurrection, those of the east had but just
commenced the penitential austerities of Lent.® Weary of the
disputes occasioned by this difference of computation, the
Roman church about the middle of the sixth century adopted a
new cycle, which had been lately composed by Dionysius
Exiguus, and which,in every important pbint, agreed with the
Egyptian mode of calculation.® But the British churches,
harassed at that period by the Saxons, and almost precluded
from communieating with Italy, on account of the convulsed
situation of the continent, were unacquainted with this improve-
ment,* and continued to use the ancient cycle, though their
ignorance of its application caused them to deviate widely from
the former practice of the Roman church#® Hence it happened
- 63 The cycle of the Alexandrians contained nineteen yeiis, that of the Romans
eighty-four : according to the former the equinoctial new moun could not occur seener
than the eighth of March, nor later than the fifth of April, while the latter affixed thess
limits to the fith of March and the third of April. Hence it happened in the year
417, that Easter was celebrated at Rome on the 25th of March, aha st Alexandria on
the 22d of April. 8mith's Bed, ap. n°. 9, p. 697, 698,

64 It contained 95 years, or five Egyptian cycles.

65 This is the reason which Bede sssigns for their adhesion to the old method.
Utpote quibus longe extra orbem positis-nemo synodalia Puschalis observantis decreta’
porrexerat. L. iii. . 4. -

% On this circumstance the prejudice of party has endeavoured to build a wild and
extravagant system. Because the British Christians of the seventh century differed
from the Roman church in the time of celebrating Easter, it has been gratuitously as-
samed that they were Quartodecimans : that of consequence their fathers were of the
same persuasion ; and ultimately that the faith was planted in Britain by missionaries,
who were sent not from Rome, but from some of the Asiatic churches. The truth o2
falsehood of the latter hypothesis is of little consequence ; yet it is certain that the
Britons in the time of St. Augustine were not Quartodecimans, as they observed Easter
on the fourteenth day of the moon, only when that day happened to be a Sunday ; (Bed.
L iii. ¢, 4. 17:) and that their ancestors were not Quartodecimans is no less certain, if
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that, during the sixth and seventh centuries the British Christians
scattered along the western coasts of the island, observed in the
computation of Baster a rule peculiar to themselves: and when
it was asked how tAey, buried in an obscure corner of the earth,
dared to oppose their customs to the unanimous voice of the
Greek and Latin churches, they boldly but ignorantly replied,
that they bad received them from their forefathers, whose sanc-
tity had been proved by a multitude of miracles, and whose
doctrine they considered as their most valuable inheritance.

2. When once the spirit of ¢ontroversy has taken possession
of the mind, the most trifling objects swell into considerable
magnitude, and are pursued with an ardour and interest, which
cannot fail to excite the surprise, perhaps the smile, of the indif-
ferent spectator. Of this description was the dispute respecting
the proper form of the ecclesiastical tonsure, which contributed
to widen the separation between the Roman and Scottish mis-
sionaries. The former shaved the crown of the head, which
was sarrounded by a ¢ircle of hair, supposed to represent the
wreath of thorns, forced by the cruelty of his persecutors on the
temples of the Messiah: the latter permitted the hair to grow
on the back, and shaved in the form of a crescent the front of
the head. Each party was surprised and shocked at the un-
canonical appearanee of the other. The Romans asserted that
their tonsure had descended to them from the prince of the
apostles, while that of their adversaries was the distinguishing
mark of Simon Magus and his disciples.”” The Scots, unable
ta refute the confident assertions of their adversaries, maintained,
that their method of shaving the head, however impious in its
origin, had been afterwards sanctified by the virtues of those
who had adopted it.#* The arguments of the ¢ontending parties
serve only to prove their ignorance of ecclesiastical antiquity.
During the first four hundred years of the Christlan eta, the
clergy were not distinguished from the laity by any peculiar
m&d of clipping the hair: and the severity of the canons pro~
ceeded no farther than the prohibition of these modes, which
were the offspring of vanity and effemingay.® The tonsure
originated from the piety of the first professors of the monastic

any credit be due to Eusebius, éHint. L v. . 28,) t6 Socrates, (L v. ¢ 21,) to Constantine
in his letter to the bishops, (Bus. L iii. c. 14,) and to the subscriptions of the British
prelates to the council of Arles (Spel. Conc. p. 40.42.) Ishould not omit that Goodall
(ad Hist. Scot. introd. p. 66. Keith’s Catal of Scot. Bishope, pref. p. vii.) asserts that
the Scots employed the same cycle, and observed Easter on the same day as was cus-
tomary in the Roman church previous to the council of Nice. He founds his opinion
on the ancient paschal tsble published by Bucher, in which the festival is fixed on the
fourteenth day of the moon for the years 316 and 320.

o7 Bed. 1. iii. c. 25. v. c. 21.

¢ Numquid, says Colman, patrem nostrum Columbam, et successores ejus divinis
paginis contraria sapuisee vel egisee credendum est? quos ego sanctos eese non dubitans,
~emper eorum vitam, mores, et disciplinam sequi non desisto. Bed. L. iii. ¢. 26.

9 Doflua cmsaries compescitur ad buquupilloo. Pruden. regt ersparar, 13,
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institute. To shave the head was deemed by the natives of the
east a ceremony expressive of the deepest affliction: and was
adopted by the monks as a distinctive token of that seclusion
from worldly pleasure, to which they had voluntarily condemned
themselves. When, in the fifth century, the most illustrious of the
order were drawn from their cells, and raised to the highest dig-
nities in the church, they retained this mark of their former pro-
fession ; the new costume was gradually embraced by the elergy;
and the tonsure began to be considered, both in the Greek and
the Latin church, as necessary for admission into the number of
ecclesiastics. It was at this period that the circular and semi-
circular modes of shaving the head were introduced. The
names of their authors were soon loat in oblivion; and succeed-
ing generations, ignorant of their real origin, credulously attri-
buted them to the first age of Christianity.™ '

Such were the mighty objects, which scattered the seeds of
dissension in the breasts of these holy men. The merit of re-
storing concord was reserved for the zeal and authority of Oswiu,
king of Northumbria. As that province had received the doctrine
of the gospel from the Scottish missionaries, their influence was
predominant with the prince and the majority of the people ; but
his queen, Eanfled, who had been educated in Kent, and his son
Alchfrid, who attended the lessons of St. Wilfrid, eagerly adhered
to the practice of the Roman church. Thus Oswiu saw his own
family divided into opposite factions, and the same solemnities
celebrated at different times within his own palace. Desirous to
“procure uniformity, he summoned the champions of each party
to meet him at Whitby, the monastery of the Abbess Hilda, and
to argue the merits of their respective customs in his presence.
The conference was conducted with freedom and decency. To
Wilfrid was intrusted the defence of the Roman, to Colman,
bishop of Lindisfarne, that of the Scottish missionaries. Each
rested his cause on the authority of those from whom the disci-
pline of his church was supposed to be derived: and the king
concluded the discussion by declaring his.conviction, that the
institutions of St. Peter were to be preferred before those of St.
Columba. This decision was apglauded by the courtiers: and
of the Scottish monks many ranged themselves under the banners
of their advetsaries ; the remainder retired in silent discontent to
their parent monastery in the isle of Hii.™

The termination of this controversy has subjected the success-
ful party to the severe but unmerited censures of several late
historians. They affect to consider the Scottish monks as an
injured and persecuted cast: and declaim with suspicious vehe-

70 8ee Smith’s Bed. app. n® ix. According to an ancient book of canons quoted by
Usher, the semicircular tonsure was first adopted in Ireland. (Ush. Ant. Brit. e. 17, p.
924.
7')Bed. L iii. c. 25, 26. An. 664,
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mence against the haughty and intolerant spirit of the Roman
clergy.™ But, if uniformity was desirable, it could only be ob-
tained by the submission or retreat of one of the contending par-
ties: and certainly it was unreasonable to expect that those, who
observed the discipline which universally prevailed among the
Christians of the continent, should tamely yield to the pretensions
of a few obscure churches on the remotest coast of Britain.”
The charge of persecution is gt warranted by the expression of
the original writers, who give the praise of moderation almost
exclusively to the Romans. Bede has recorded the high esteem
in which Aidan and his associates were held by the bishops of
Canterbury and Dunwich ; and observes that through respect to
his merit, they were unwilling to condemn ‘his departure from
the universal discipline of the Catholic church.”* The letters
which the Roman missionaries wrote on occasion of this contro-
versy, uniformly breathe a spirit of meekness and conciliation ;
and prove that the writers rather pitied the ignorance, than re-
sented the obstinacy of their oppenents.”” But historic truth will
not permit equal praise to be given to the conduct of the Scottish
. and British prelates. When Daganus, a Caledonian bishop,
arrived at Canterbury in the days of Lawrence, the successor of
St. Augustine, he pertinaciously refused to eat at the same table,
‘ or even in the same house with those, who observed the Roman
Easter ;” and St. Aldhelm assures us that the clergy of Demetia
"carried their abhorrence of the Catholic discipline to such an ex-
itreme, that they punished the most trivial conformity with a long
‘course of penance, and purified with fanatic serupulosity every
“utensil, which had been contaminated by the touch of a Roman
i or a Saxon priest.” We may wonder and lament that for objects
of such inferior consequence men could suspend their more im-
portant labours, and engage in acrimonious controversy: but
candour must admit that of the two parties, the Romans had the
better cause, and by their moderation deserved that victory which
they ultimately obtained.™

72 Henry, Hist. of Brit, vol iii. p. 204. Rapin, vol. i. p.'71.

‘7% Numquid universali, que per orbem est, ecclesis Christi, eorum est paucitas uno
blnﬁu.g)ﬂ:dminlubmmm Wilf, apud Md. L iii. ¢, 26, Also Lii e 29,

74 Bed. ibid.

76 Bed. L. ii. . 4. 19. Wilk. Conc. tom. i. p. 36. 40. Ep. Bonif. 44, p. 89,

76 Bed. L ii. c. 4.

77 Apist. Aldbel. ad Geron. Regem, inter Bonifac. ep. 44, p. 59. See also Bede, L
ii. ¢. 20. Mat. West. ad an. 586. . .

6 Smith’s Bed. app. viii. ix.
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_CHAPTER IIL

Extensive jurisdiction of 8t. Augustine— Archbishops of Canterbury—Yark—Lich
field—Number of Bishoprics—Election of Bishops—Episcopal Monasteries~Insti
tution of Parishes—Discipline of the Clergy—Celibacy.

Eriscoral, authority is coeval with Christianity. The pleni-
tude of the priesthood, which its divine Founder had commu-
nicated to the apostles, was by them transmitted to the more
learned and fervent of their disciples. Under the appropriate
title of bishaps, these minjsters presided in the assembly of the
faithful, delegated to the inferior clergy a discretionary portion
of their authority, and watched with jealous solicitude over the
interests of religion.! Wherever Christianity penetrated, it was
accompanied with the episcopal -institution ; and the anomalous
existence of a church without a bishop wag a phepomeneon re-
served for the admiration of later ages. Faithful to the practice
of his predecessors in the conversion of nations, Augustine was
careful to recejve, within the first year of his mission, the epis-
copal consecration from the hands of the Gallican prelates. At
the same time he consulted his patron respecting the future
economy of the rising church. Gregory, whose zeal already
predicted the entire conversion of the octarchy,® commanded it
to be equally divided into two ecclesiastical provinces, in each
of which twelve suffragan bishops should obey the superior ju-
risdiction of their metropolitan. ILondon and York, which under
the Romans had possessed a high pre-eminence over the other
cities of the isla.m;:;o were selected for the archiepiscopal sees;
and the precedency of their prelates was ordered to be regulated
by the priority of their consecration, Buta flattering distinction
was granted to the superjor merit of Augustine. The general
government of the mission was still intrusted to his hands; and
the northern metropolitan with his suffragans was directed to
listen to his instructions, and to obey his orders *

From the Saxons the pontiff extended his pastoral solicitude
to the Boigons. The long and unsuccessful wars which they had
waged aqainst their fierce invaders, had relaxed the sinews of
ecclesiasti¢al discipline; and the profligate manners of their

t Hiy nama, says Elfric, i zecpeden Episcopus, §§ 1] openreeapi-
gend. P he orenrceapige rymle hif unbenpeoddan. Ep. EiL
apud Wilk. Leg. Sax. p. 167.

3 At this time the Saxon conquests were divided between eight chieftains or kings ;
but as Bernicia and Deira were soon united to form the kingdom of Northumbria, there
-pg;‘nnom why the word heptarchy should be rejected, as applied to a later

pen .
3 Bede 1. i. ¢. 29.
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were become, if we may credit the vehement assertions

of Qildas, an insult to the sanctity of their profession. More
anxious to enjoy the emoluments, than to discharge the dutios of
their station, they purchased the dignities of the church with
presents, or seized them by force; and the fortunate candidate
was more frequently indebted for his success to the arms of his
kindred, than to the justice of his pretensions. Indolence had in-
duced a passion for ebriety and emcess; the patrjmony of the
poor was sacrificed to theacquisition of sensual gratifications; the
most solemn oaths were sworn and violated with equal fadility ;
and the son, from the example of his father, readily imbihed a
eontempt for clerical chastity.* So general and unfayourable a
eharacter may, possibly, excite the skepticism of thg reader; but
the picture is drawn by the pencil of a countryman and contem-
porary ; and, though the colouring may occasionally hetray the
exaggeration of zeal, there is no reason to doubt that the dutline
‘is faithful and correct. Gregory lamented, and squght to remedy
these disorders ; and, treading in the footsteps qf his predecsssor,
Celestine, who two centuries before had appointed the monk
Palladius to the government of the S8cottish church,} invested
Augustine with an extensive jurisdiction over all the bishops of
the Britons.® To these deg;nerate ecclesiastics the superintend-
ence of a foreign prelate, distinguished by the severe regmlarity

4Ep. Gild. edit. Gale, p. 99, 24. 38,

$ Ad Scotos in Christum credentes ordingturs VCMM Palladius et primus
episcopus mittityy. Prosp, in Chron, an. 431. What is the meaning of primus
gompw? ‘Was Pallsdius the fiyss, who appeared among the Scottish Christians with

episcopal chargcter, as Fordup supposes after Higden, (Hist. L iii. e. 8, p. 118, edit.
Flaminio,) or wag he thp first in authority among the Scottish prelates, as seems to have
been the opinjon of the continugtor of Fordun, and of the ancient tishope of 8t. An-
drews ; who, thoygh they exgroised the authority, assumed not the title of matropolitana,
but styled themyselves nrimi episcopi Scotorum ? (See Keith's Catalogue of Scottish
Bishopes, pref. p. iii. od Hist. Scot. introduc. p. 65.) In either sense Celestine
.ppuuto'luvzh oconcsiyed Rimself autl®rized to invest his missionary with suthority

over a foreigy chuych,

SBed. L i, ¢. 37, 'Phia has been considered as 2 wanton invasion of the rights of the
British chyrches, That it was warranted by precedent is clea: from the last note ; nor
would it be a difoult tas o prove that the Britons were always subject to the jurisdiction
of the Roman see. While they formed a part of the western empire, they must have:
been on the ssme footing with the other pruvinces; and from the language of Gi
we may infor, that after their separation, they still continued to ackwewledge the
saperior suthority of the pontiff. Hoinl&mm&n&oBﬁ&thhohﬂ
not suffigient interest at home to obtain the richest benefices, crossed the seas a
traversed digtant provinces with costly presents, in order to obtain the object of their ame
bitign ; and then returned in triumph to their native country. Pramissis ante wolicite

ut taliy species comparetur. Deinde cum magno apparatu repedantes sess ®
ingerunt, violenter manus sacrosanclis Christi sacrificiis extensuri. (Ep. Gild. p. 24.)
As the power of the emperors was then extinet, this passage must mean
Bﬁﬁd;plcgymnwrhdtbeirdi-pnmhfontboﬁbnnddnmmwb,
who, gndoubtedly, was the bishop of Rome. For who elee possessed either the right oy
the power to control competitors, who either declined the jurisdiction, or appealed from
the decision of their own metropolitan! T this argument $tillingfieet has opposed ap
angry but evasive answer. (Orig. Brit. p. 368.)

6 D3
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of his conduct, offered no very pleasing prospect: and when
they reflected, that to acknowledge his authority was to subject
their chyrch to the control of the Saxon hierachy, their pride
was alarmed, and they determined to refuse all connexion with
him.” The difficulty of the attempt did not, however, damp the
ardour of Augustine. He acted with a vigour proportionate to
the confidence which Gregory had reposed in his zeal ; and, by
the influence of Ethelbert, pgevailed on some of the British pre-
lates to meet him near the confines of their country. From the
morning till night he laboured to effect an accommodation; his
exhortations, entreaties, and menaces were ineffectual ; but a
miracle is said to have subdued their obstinacy, and a promise
was extorted that they would renew the conference on & future
day. The promise was observed ; but not till they had consult-
ed a neighbouring hermit famed for sanctity and wisdom. His
answer betrays their secret apprehensions, and shows that the
independence of their church was the chief object of their solici-
tude. He advised them to watch jealously the conduct of the
missionary :-if he rose to meet them, they might consider him as
a man of a meek and unassuming temper, and securely listen to
his demands : butif he kept his seat, they should condemn him of
pride, and return the insult with equal pride.* On the appointed
day seven bishops, accompanied by Dinoth, abbot of Bangor, re-

aired to the conference.® Augustine had arrived before them:

e did not rise at their approach ; and the advice of the hermit
was religiously obeyed. To facilitate their compliance the mis-
sionary had reduced his demands to three : that they should ob-
serve the orthodox computation of Easter ; should conform to the
Roman rite in the administration of baptism ; and join with
him in preaching the gospel to the Saxons. Each request was
refused, and his metropolitical authority contemptuously rejected.
“Know, then,” exclaimed the archbishop, in the anguish of dis-
appointed zeal, “ know, that if you will not assist me in pointing
out to the Saxons the ways of life, they, by the just judgment of
God, will prove to you the ministers of death.”” They heard the
prophetic menace, and departed.’ .

7 Ses the verses of a Sexon poet transcribed by Whelock (p. 114 :) but see them in
the original ; for the Latin version has been enriched with the prejudices of the trans-
Ator.

'Bed.l.ii.c.:‘.ng.so.
9 Whether Di possessed the gift of tongues may with veason be doubted : thavrhe
oould not mistake the title of the British metropolitan is evident. His supposed answer
to Auguatine, which S8pelman and Wilkine have honoured with a place in their editions
of the Erglish councils, is seid to betray its origin by the modernism of its langusge, and
the anschronism respecting the see of Caerleon. The forgery was detected by Turber-
%(gpmof't .g‘;.n;!dofendedbySﬁnm';ﬂoetmdBinghm.(SﬁLoﬂg.Bﬁt.y.
. Bing. vol. i. p.
10 As Bede, when he enumerates the demands of Augustine, omits the recognition
of his authority, some Catholic writers have maintained that it was not mentioned, and
of consequence was not rejected. Their opinion is, however, expressly refutéd by Bede
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Augnstine did not long survive this unsuccessful attempt, and
his prediction was supposed to have been verified within eight
ears after his death.” Edelfrid, the warlike and pagan king of
orthumbria, had entered the British territories, and discovered
the army of his opponents near the city of Chester. Diffident of
their own courage, they had recourse te spiritual weapons; and
a detachment of more than twelve hundred monks from the
monastery of Bangor accupied a neighbouring eminence, whence,
like the Jewish legislator, they were expected to regulate by
their prayers the fate of the contending armies. As soon as they
were descried, «if they pray,” exclaimed the king, ¢« they also
fight against us;” and led his troeps te the foot of the hill. Broc-
mail, who had been intrusted with its defence, fled at the ap-
proach of the Saxens; the monks were slaughtered without
mercy; and of the whole nuniiber no mere than fifty were able to
regain their monastery.®

himeelf, (neque se itlum pro Archiepiscopo habituros. p. 80.) But ara we thence to
conclude, with other writers, that the Britons also disavowed the supremacy of the pon-
tiff? The inference will not conyince the incredulity of those who know how frequently
prelates in communion with the see of Rome, have objected to the papal mandates in
ints of lacal discipline. As a recent instance may be mentioned, the conduct of the
rench bisheps with respect to the concordat between Pius VIL. and Bonaparte.
W There can be dittle doubt that the death of Augustine should be fixed to the year 605,
and the bettle of Chester t0 618, See Langhorn, p. 145. 149. Smith’s Bed. p. 81, not. 29.
12 Bed. p. 81. About five hundred years after this event, the fabulous Geoffry of
Monmouth, anxious to exalt the character of his forefathers at the expense of their con-
uerors,‘attributed the massacre of the monks to the intrigues of St Augustine, and King
thelbert ; and his account was adopted by the incautious credulity of two obscure his-
torians, Grey aud Trivet, (Langhorn, p. 159.) But religious are more powerful than
national prejudices. The story was improved by the reformed writers, and the arch-
bishop was represented as departing in sullen discontent from the conference, and ex-
horting the 8axon princes to effsce with the blood of his adversaries the insult which
had been offered to his authority. (Sce Bale, cent. 18, o, 1. Parker, p. 48, God. p. 33,
and a orowd of more modern writers, whoee zeal has re-schoed the calumny.) But this
heavy accusation is supported by no proof, and is fully refuted by the testimony of Bede,
who refers the massaere of the monks to its true cause, their appearance in the field of
battle ; and expressly declares that it occurred long after the death of Augustine, (ipso
Amnin:fjlm multo ante tempore ad ccelestia regna sublato. Bed. p. 81. To elude
the force of this passage, Bishop Godwih had boldly asserted that it was added to the
original text of Bede by the officious solicitude of some admirer of the missionary. -He
does net, indeed, desirs us to believe him “ without siming at any proof,” as Mr, Reeves
inadvertontly geeerts; (Hist, of the Christ. Church, vol. i. p. 854 :) but rests his opinion
principally on the absence of the passage from the S8axon version by King Alfred. (God.
p- 83.) He should, however, have observed that the royal translator frequently abridged
the onginal, and omitted entire lines, when they were not necessary to complete the
senes. Thus, for example, in the sentence preceding the controverted passage, he has
not translated the account of Brocmail’s flight, nor, in the sentence which follows it, the.
date of the ordination of Justus and Mellitus. (See ‘Smith’s edition of Alfred’s version,
p- 504) Whelock is another writer, who has attempted to prop up this baseless
calumny. (Hist. Eccl. p. 114.) It were easy to expose the inaccaracies into which hie
aeal has hurried him: but every candid reader will admit, that if there be any eason to
doubt the true meaning of Alfred's version, it will be more prudent to consult the original
of Bede, than the commentaries of controvertists. As to the Latin MSS,, they uniformly
attest the authenticity of the suspected passage. It even occurs in that of More, written
within two years from the death of Bede, and probably transcribed from the original copy
of the venérable historian. 8mith's Bede, pref. and p. 81, not. .
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The system of ecclesiastical polity which Gregory had dictated
to the missionaries, was never effectually carried into execution,
Paulinus had indeed been consecrated for the see of York: but
he was compelled to retire before he had completed the conver-
sion of the nation; and the Northumbrian prelates for more than
a century aspired to nbo higher rank than that of bishops.
Augustine himself prefetred Canterbury to London; and the
metropolitical dignity was secured to the former by the rescripts
of succeeding pontiffs. Its jurisdiction at first extended no farther
than the churches founded by the Roman naissionaries.** But at
the death of Deusdedit, the sixth archbishop, the presbyter Wig-

hard was chosen to succeed him, and sent to Rome by the kings

of Kent and Northumbria, to receive the episcopal consecration
from the hands of the pontiff, and to consult him respecting the
eontroversies which divided the Saxon bishops. During his
residence in that city he fell a victim to the plague; and Vitalian,
who then exl?loyed the papal dignity, seized the favourable moment
to place in the sée of Canterbury a ptelate of vigour and capacity.
The object of his choice was Theodote of Cilicia, an aged monk,
who, to the severest morals, added a perfect knowledge of ecclesi-
astical discipline. Him he invested with an extensive jurisdiction,
similar to that which Gregory had conferred on St. Augustine.
At his arrival the new metropolitan assumed the title of arch-
bishop of Britain, and was acknowlédgsd as their immediate
superior by all the Saxon prelates. The authority which he
claimed was almost unlimited ; but the murmurs of opposition
were silenced by the veneration that his character inspired, and
by a new decree of Pope Agatho in favour of the see of Canter-
bury. .After his déath, different bishops attempted to assert their
indepengdence; and the successors of St. Augiistine had more
than ance to dortend with the ambition of their suffragans. The
first who dared to refuse obedience was Egbert, bishop of York,
and brother to the king of Northumbria. Depending on the
ancient regulation of St. Gregogy, and supported by the influence
of his brather, he appealed to the pontiff; and a papal decree
severed from the immiediate jurisdiction of the Kentish metropoli-
tan, all the bishopries situated to the notth df the Humber.!* His
success roused the hopes of a more dangerdus antagonist. The

reat prerogatives of Canterbury were an abject of jealousy to

ffa, the haughty and powe'rfulriing of Mercia. He thought it
a disgrace that his prelates should profess obedience to the bishop
of a tributary state; and resolved to invest the ancient see of
L.ichﬁeld with the archiepiscopal dignity. Janbyrht of Canter-

ury was not wanting to himself in this controversy. He
entreated and threatened : he emplpyed the influence of friends
knd of presents: he adduced the dedrees of former popes, and

1 Bede, . iv. c. 2. ,
" Clgge. Sax. An. 735, Malm. de Péit, 1. i f. 153,

.
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leaded the prescription of two centuries in favour of his church.
%ut the power of Offa was irresistible. His design was approved
by the prelates of an English council, and their approbation was
confifmed by a rescript of the Reman pontiff. The bishops of
Mercia and East-Anglia acknowledged the authority of the new
‘metropolitan ; and the archbishop of Canterbury, condemned to
lament in silence the diminution of his revenue and authority,
reluctantly contented himself with the obedience of the bishops
of Rochester, London, Selsey, Winchester, and Sherburne. But
the triumph of thé Mercian was not of long continuance. Within
nine yeatrs Kenulf ascended the throne, and, actuated either by
motives of justiee,dr by the desite of reconciling to his government
the inhabitants of Kent, expres¥ed his willingness to restore to
the church of Canterbury that pfe-eminence which it originally
enjoyed. The ntost formidable obstacle arose:from a quarter
where it had been least expected. Leo, who was then invested
with the papal dignity, refused to alter a regulation which, at the
geveral Eetition of the Saxon nobility ahd clergy, had been esta-
blished by his predecessor. To overcome the oppasition of the
ntiff, it fequired an embassy from the king, and a joutney to

ome by the archbishop, Ethelward. But his consent was no

seoner obtained, than it was tjoyfully received by the Saxon pre-
lates, and the mettopolitan of Lichfield descended to the subordi.
nate station of a suffragan.’® The event of this contest proved
honourable and useful to the see of Canterbury; and so firmly
established its precedency, that it has since borne, without suffer-
ing any considerable injury, the revolutions of more than ten
centuries,’ :

The first Saxon dioceses were of enormous extent, and gene-
rally commensurate to the kingdoms in which they weare esta-
blished. The jurisdiction of the see of Winchester sttetched from
the frontiers of Kent to those of the Cornwall Britons: a single
bishopric comprised the populous anl extensive province of
Mercia ; and the prelate who residéd sometimes at York, some-
times in Lindisfarns, watched over the spiritual interests of all
the tribes of Saxans and Picts, who dwelt between the Humber

15 For this controversy éonsult Wharton, (Ang: 8ac. vol. . pu 429, 430, 480,) the
Saxon chronicle, (an. 785,) and Wilkins, (p. 163, 180, 164—Y.) .

16 From the original grants it is evident that the great authority conferred on 8t. Au-
gustine and Theodore was meant to expire at helr death, (Bed. p. 70. 160. Wik,
p- 41.) Yet their successors often claimed, and sometimes exetciséd a superiority over
all the neighbouring churcliés. From numerous records it appears that the bi of
8cotland, and even of Ireland, frequently repaired to Canterbury, for the sacred rite of
consecration, (Wilk. p. 873,374. Ang. Sac. vol. i. p. 80, 81:) and though the majori
of the Welch prelates contin to profess obedience to the bishop of St. David’s, yet
those of Landaff, who disputed the archiepiscopal dignity with the possessors of that see,
rather than submit to their adversaries, acknowledged the suthority of the English me-
tropolitan, Their celebrated bishop, Oudoceus, with the approbation of Mouric, king
of Glamorgan, had been ondained by 8t. Augustine; and his successors were careful to
oheerve a practice which hed been sanctioned by his example. Langhorn, p. 13
Usher de prim. p. 85. Ang. Bac. vol. ii. p. 673, o
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and the friths of Forth and Clyde. No powers of any individual
were adequate to the government of dioceses so extensive; and
Theodore, from the moment of his arrival in England, had formed
the design of breaking them inte smaller and more proportionate
districts. But few men can behold with pleasure the diminution
of their authority or profit: and the duty of transmitting unim-
paired to future ages the dignity which they enjoyed, would fur-
nish the reluctant prelates with a specious objection against the
measures of the primate. Theodore, however, secure of the
protection of the hely see, pursued his desiga with prudence and
with firmness. The contumacy of Winfrid, the Mercian bishop,
he chastised by deposing him from his dignity, and successively
consecrated five other prelates for the administration of his
extensive diocese :' and when Wilfrid of York had incurred the
resentment of his sovereign, the king of Northumbria, he improved
the opportunity, and divided into four bishoprics the provinces
of that kingdom. 'The conduct of Theodore was imitated by his
immediate successor, and, within a few years after his death, the
number of Saxon bishops was increased from seven to seventeen.!*

This augmentation was not, however, sufficient to .satisfy the .

spiritual wants of the people; and the venerable Bede zealously
laments that, in the great and populous diocese of York there
were many districts which had never been visited by their bishop,
and thousands of Christians, whose souls had not received the
Holy Spirit by the impoxition of his hands.® To remove so
alarming an evil, this enlightened monk earnestly but ineffectu-
ally proposed that the original plan of Gregory the Great should
be completed; that the church of Northumbria should be intrusted
to the separate administration of twelve prelates; and that the
new episcopal sees should be fixed in some of the rich but nomi-
nal monasteries, which covered and ithpoverished that kingdom.»*

The election of bishops has frequently been the subject of con-
troversy between the civil and ecclesiastical authorities. As long
as the professors of the gospel formed a proscribed but increasing
party in the heart of the Roman empire, each private church
observed without interruption the tnethod esmblished by its
founder. But after the conversion of Constantine, when riches
and influence were generally attached to the episcopal dignity,

17 Bed. L. iv. c. 6. Ang. 8ec. vol. i. p. 423, not.

'8 They were, in Kent, Canterbury and Rochester; in Essex, London; in East-An-
glia, Dunwish and Helmham ; in Sussex, Seleey ; in Wessex, Winchester and 8herburne ;
in Mercia, Licheld, Leicester, Worcester, and Sydnacester; in Northumbris, York,
Hexbam, Lindisfarne, and Whithern. :

15 Bed. ep. ad Egb. p. 307, .

% Habito mejore concilio et consensu_pontificali simul et regali, prospiciatur locus
aliquis monasteriorum ubi sedes episcopalis fiat . . . . Quod enim turpe est dicere, tot
sub monssteriorum nomine hi, qui monachice vite prorsus sunt immunes, in suam
ditionem acceperunt, ut omnino l;l:tmlocm ubi ﬂliiTnohhh' ium .::. Mmm’ mml:ﬂ milita; h‘;
possessionem sccipere possint , ibid. p. 309. nature inal or
monasteries will be explained in one of the following chapters.
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the freedom of canonical election alarmed the jealousy of the
imperial court ; the prince often assumed the right of nominating
‘to the vacant sees; and the clergy were compelled to submit to
a less, rather than provoke by resistance a more dangerous evil.
However, the occasional exercise of the imperial claim was chiefly
.confined to the four great patriarchal churches of Antioch, Alex-
andria, Constantinople, and Rome : and of the eighteen hundred
dioceses which the empire comprised, the greater part enjoyed,
till the irruption of the barbarians, the undisturbed possession of
their religious liberties. But the Saxon church in its infancy
was divided among seven ipdependent sovereigns, ignorant of
ecclesiastical discipline, and impatient of control. Their im-~
petuosity was not easily induced to bend to the authority of the
canons ; and their caprice frequently displayed itself in the choice
and expulsion of their bishops. Of this a remarkable instance is
furnished by the conduct of Coinwalch, king of Wessex. Agil-
bert, a Gallic prelate, whom his industry and talents had re-
commended to the notice of the king, was appointed by him to
succeed Birinus, the apostle of that nation. But the influence
of the stranger was secretly undermined by the intrigues of Wini,
a Saxon ecclesiastic of engaging address and more polished ac-
cent; and after a decent delay, the foreign bishop received from
Coinwalch an order to surrender to the favourite one-half of his
extensive province. Opposition was fruitless: and Agilbert,
rater than subscribe to his own ‘disgrace by retaining a mu-
tilated diocese, retired from the kingdom of Wessex, and left his
more fortunate antagonist in possession of the whole.”* But
Wini in his tarn experienced the caprice of his patron. On some
motive of disgust he also was compelled to abdicate his see, and
an honourable but fruitless embassy was sent to Agilbert to
solicit him to return. Similar instances which occur during the
first eighty years of the Saxon church, show the inconstant
humour and despotic rule of these petty sovereigns: and the
submission of the prelates proves, that they were either too
irresolute to despise the orders, or too prudent to provoke the
vengeance of princes, whose power might easily have crushed the
fabric, which they had reared with so much difficulty and danger.

By Theodore the discipline of the Saxon church was reduced
to a more perfect form. The choice of bishops was served to
the national synods, in which the primate presided, and regulated
the process of the election.® Gradually it devolved to the clergy
of each church, whose choice was corroborated by the presence
and acclamations of the more respectable among the laity.* But

31 Unde offensus gravi ilbertus, quad hoc ipso inconsu i
O i . 167w et e

om| il 3 v. , V. ¢ 8.

. bishop of London, <%”mu.%%’$2% '7sac.')” o 8. 16,) and tho Totor of Welkd-

$2 Electio prissulum et abbatum tempore Anglorum penes clericos et monachne erat.
Malm. de Poat. L iii. f. 157. Plegmund of Canterbury was chosen op Irode and
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the notions of the feudal'jurisprudence insensibly undermined
the freedom of these elections. As it was dangerous to intrust
the episcopal power to the hands of his enemy, the king forbade
the consecration of the bjshop elect, till the royal consent had
been obtained : and as the revenues of the church were origi-
nally the donation of the grown, he claimed the right of investing
the new prelate with the temporalities of his bishopric. As soon
as any church became vacant, the ring and crosier, the emblems
of episcopal jurisdiction, were carried to the king by a deputation
of the chapter, and returned by him to the person whom they
had chosen, with a letter by which the civil officers were order-
ed to maintain him in the possession of the lands belonging to
his church.# The clajms o? the crown were progressive. By
degrees the royal will was notified to the clergy of the vacant
big:prie under the modest veil of a redommendation in favour
of a particular candidate : at last the rights of the chapter were
openly invaded ; and before the fall of the Anglo-S8axon dynasty
we meet with instancés of bishops appointed by the sovereign,
v:ithout waiting for the choice, or soliciting the consent of the
clergy.* ‘

The ministers of the public worship in the infancy of the Saxon
church were divided into two classes, the clergy and the monks;
who, as they were at first united by their common desire to con-
vert the barbarians, were afterwards rendered antagonists by the
Jealousy of opposite interests. The companions of St. Angustine,
when he departed from Rome, were Jtalian monks: but during
his journey he was joined by several of the Gallic clergy, to
whose labours and preaching, as fhey alone spoke the Saxon
language, he was greatly indebted for the success of his mis-

of eallen hip hallechen, (Chron. Bax. p. 80:) Zdnoth of Dorchester, tam cleri
qusm populi votis, (Hist. Rames, p. 348. 447,) Adulph of York, omnium consensu et
voluntate regis et episcoporum, cleri et populorum, (Con. Burgen. hist. p. 81.) The
archbishop of Canterbury is said to bave retained the right of nominating to the ses of
Rochester. Selden, not. ad Eadmer. p. 144,

24 Ingulf. p. 32. 39. 68. A letter written by Edward the Confessor on one of thess
occasions is in the history of Ely, p. 518,

35 A multis itaque annis retrosctis nulls electio prelatorum erat meve libera et cano-
nica : sed omnes dignitates tam episcoporum quam sbbatum per annulum et beculum
Regis curia pro sua complacentia conferebat. Ing. p. 83. The royal nomination, how-
ever, was not always successful. Egelric, appointed by Edward to the archbish
of York, was refused by the canons, and compelled to retire to the charch of Durham.
(Caen. Burg. hist. p. 45. Simeon says he was opposed by the clergy of Durham, p.
167.) That the right assumed by the crown was often exercised to the disadvantage
of religion, became the subject of frequent complaint under the S8axon pri (Chron.
Sax. p. 157. 163, Ingulf. p. 63. 8im. Dun. p. 166;) but afier the Norman conquest
the abuse grew intolerable; and the first ecclesinstical diguities were prostituted by
Willism Rufus to the highest bidder. At last the pontiffs interfered, and reclaimed the
ancient freedom of canonical election. This gave birth to the celebrated dispute con-
ceming investitures, which has furni many writers with & favousige theme, the

it Roman In treating it, they whimsically declaim aguinst the
jgnorance of the higher clergy at that period, and vet condemn the only messure which
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sion.® The economy of the rising church soon demanded his
attention : and, desirous to imitate the discipline of other Christiag
countries, he placed his monks in a convent withoyt the walls of
Canterbury ; and intrusted the duty of his cathedral tq the clergy
who had accompanied him from Gaul.¥ Scarcely, however,
was the archbishop dead, when (if we may give credit to a sys.
picious charter) the partiality’ of Ejthelbert attempted to distyrb
the order established by his teacher, and permissjon was obtained
from the pontiff to introduce a calony of monks, whq might either -
supersede, or assist the former canons.® Bat if this plan wepe
in contemplation, there is reason to believe it was not execyted.
Long after the death of Ethelbert, we discover the clergy in pos-
session of Christchurch; nor were they compelled to yjeld thejr
benefices to the superior power of the monks before the com-
mencement of the elevengh century.®

The motives which actuated Augustine, probably jnduced
many of the other prelates to establish commuynities of clergy for
the service of their cathedrals. St. Aidan, indeed, seems to form
an exception. Lindisfarne, which he had chosen fox his resi-
dence, was regulated after thie model of the'parent monastery in
the isle of Hii; and both the bjshop and his clergy practised, as
far as their functions would pérmit, the same religious ebserv-
ances as the abbat and his monks. But the apology which Bede
affers for the. singularity of the ingtitution, is a sufficient proof,
that it had been adopted by few of the other prelates;® and
the many regulations, which eccur in the acts of the Saxon coun-
cils, respecting the conduct and the dress of the canons, shew that
order of men to have been widely diffused through the different
dioceses of the heptarchy#* :

% Compgere the 38th and 59th episties of St Gnm,(sp.l.v.)withkede’olfmry,
(L ic. 27, inter. 1,2,) Seeglso Alford, ann., §98, Stillingfleet’s answer to Cressy,
271.

27 Seq Spelman, (Gone, val. §, p. 116,) the bull of Eugenius IV. to the canons of the
Lateran, (Pennot. de canon, 1. ii. ¢. 14,) and Smith, (Flores hist. p. 363.) :

28 ﬁmd postulasti concedimus, ut vestra benignitas in Monasterio Sancti Salvatoria
mon: m regulgriter viventium babitationem statuat. Ep. Bon. iv. ad Ethel. apud
Spel. val. i. p. 130,

29 See the charter of Ethelred to the monks afier he had expelled the canons. (Witk.
Con. p, 283, 284.) Btillingfleet shows that, notwithstanding the introduction of the

the clergy still possessed several prebends in that church as late as the reign of
Henry the Second, (Ans. to Creesy, p. 290.)

3 Neque aliquis miretur . . , revera enim ita est . . . . Ab Aidano omnes loc}
ipeius gntistites usque hodie sic episcopale exercent officium, ut regente monasterium
Abbate, quem ipsi cum concilio fratrum elegerint, omnes presbyteri, diaconi, cantores,
lpctores, cmterique gradus eoclesiastici, monachicam per omnia cum ipso episoopo regu-
Janp servant, Bed, vit. Cuth. c. xvi.

31 Wilk, tom. i. p, 101. 147. 286, Tom. iv. app. p. 754, See also the letter of Bt.
Boniface addreseed to the Saxon bishops, priests, deacons, canons, clerks, abbots, monks,
&c. (Ep. Bonif. 6, edit. 8er.) Eugenius IV. ascribes the intrdluction of canons to
the order of X, Gregory.' Beatissimus Gregorius Augustino Anglorum episcopo, velut

ntationem sacram in commiseo sibi populo precepit instityi. Bulla Eug. IV. paud

ennot. cit. Smith Flores, p. 363. '
7
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Under the general appellation of canons our ancestors com-
rised the ecclesiastics, who professed to regulate their conduct
gy the decrees of the councils, and the statutes of the ancient
fathers.® In almost every episcopal see, contiguous to the
cathedral, was ereeted a spacious building, which was distin-
guished by the name of the epi mEal monastery, and was de-
signed for the residenee of the bishop and his clergy.® The
original destination of the latter was the celebration of the di-
vine service, and the education of youth: and, that they might
with less impediment attend to these important duties, they were
obliged to observe a particular distribution of their time, to eat
at the same table, to sleep in the same dormitories, and to live
oommtantly under the eye of the bishop, or, in his absence, of the
superior whom he had appeinted.** But they retained the
power of disposing of their own property; and in this respect
the canonical differed essentially from the monastic profession.’
Their numbers were constantly supplied from the children who
were educated under their care, and the prosalytes, who, dis-
gusted with the pleasures or the troubles of the world, requested
to be admitted into their society. - Among them were to be found
the descendants of the noblest families, and Thanes, who had
goverged provinces, and commanded armies.® A severe pro-
bation . preceded their admittance into the order: nordid they
receive the tonsure from the hands of the bishop, till their con-
duct had been nicely investigated, and the stability of their voca-
tion satisfactorily proved.”
These communities were the principal seminaries for the edu-
cation of the clergy. Though each parish-priest was constantly
attended by a certain number of inferior clerks, who were or-

1 Canones dicimus regulas, quas wancti patres constituerunt, in quibus seriptum est,

canonici, id eet, clerici regulares vivere debent. Exearp.Egb.Ardmpp.lOl.
Northumbria was ly converted by the Scottigh missionaries, the clergy were
known by the name of Culdees, (Colidel or Keledei, from Keile servus,
lnanDau,Ooodall,muod.ndBM.Seot.p.BS) In the cathedral church of York
they retained this appellation as late as the sleventh century. (Monast. Ang. vol. ii.
368.) This circumstance alone is sufficient to refute the strange notion of some
mnw“mmmc“ldmm.hnddpmbyuﬁm ministers, who
the au o(hnhop-,mddm'eudmnhglmplina from the monks.
has demonstrated from original records, that they were the clergy of the cathe-
dnlehurdluwhochuodnhdwp.mdthudlthmdu tes with the monks regarded
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