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NOTE..

TrE author of this work, grateful for the kind reception
which it has already enjoyed, would inform the public that
during his late tour in Europe, he had occasion to visit the _
Canton of Tessin, in- Switzerland, and had opportunities of

- learning some interesting facts respecting the Italian Protes-

tants in the Canton of'the Grisons. He has, therefore,
thrown this information — for which he is also greatly in-
" debted to the interesting article of his friend, the Rev. Dr.
Marriott, of Basle, that appeared last year in the Continental
Echo, — into an Appendix, which he hopes will be read with
attention. Every thing that concerns Italy, and especially
every thing which shows how the Truth may be made to
enter that oountry, must interest every enlightened and true
Protestant.

The author is grateful for being able to state that this work
is in the press in Great Britain, at this moment; and also
that there is a prospect that it will soon be translated into
French, and published either at Paris or Geneva. It has
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been reviewed in the handsomest manner in several of the
periodicals of England — particularly in the Christian Ob-
server.

-

- In conclusion, he is most happy to say that the besautiful

poem, entitled THE VAUDOIs MIssIONARY,* taken from
the periodical just named, was written, he has been informed,
by our own countryman, Mr. J. G. Whittier, whose produc-
tions, both in prose and verse, are so widely read, and so
justly admired.

New York, May, 1847.

* To be found on pp. 839 — 341.




INTRODUCTION.

IN presenting this volume to the public, the author begs
leave to make a few remarks by way of preface.

At an early period of his sojourn in Europe, he was
kindly solicited by gentlemen in England, as well as in his
native land, to prepare a work on the state of religion on the
Continent. And since the publication of his Religion in
America, he has often been asked whether he does not
intend to prepare a work, correlative and correspondent, on
Europe. But however much he may desire to comply with
such suggestions and such requests, his official and other
duties are too numerous and too pressing to permit him to
hope to be able to accomplish such a task within a short
time. All that he can do is to prepare, at intervals, a
volume relating to a part of the great field in question. In
the present work he has made a beginning. And should
this effort to delineate. the religious state of the country to
which it relates be favorably received by the Christian
public, and God grant life and health, it will be followed
at no very distant day by similar volumes, relating to
France, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Germany, Russia, etc.

In this volume, the author has endeavored to give the
reader such information respecting the history, present con-
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dition, and future prospects of pure Christianity in Italy, as
it is in his power to communicate. The work comsists of
three nearly equal parts. The first relates to the rise,
progress, and suppression of the Reformation in Italy. In
this portion of the book, he has availed himself extensively
of the invaluable work of the late excellent Dr. McCrie on
the same subject. He has, however, added many things, .
derived from various sources, which the reader will find
duly indicated as he advances.

The second part describes the state of things in Italy since
the Reformation, and though quite miscellaneous in its sub-
Jjects and details, it will probably be read with interest by
those who desire to know the state of things in that beautiful,
but spiritually benighted country.

The third part contains as full a notice of the Waldenses,
their origin, their country, their history, and their present
condition and prospects, as the nature of this work would
permit. It does not profess to be a full history of that
wonderful people —a great desideratum, for we have noth- °
ing in English which is worthy of the name. Some notice
of the Waldenses was necessary in a work which undertakes
to speak of Protestantism in Italy, past and present.

A map accompanies the volume, on which the valleys
inhabited by the Waldenses are delineated with sufficient
accuracy to give the attentive reader some idea of their
mountain-home. On a corner of that map, will be seen the
beautiful and appropriate insignia of that heaven-preserved
people, consisting of seven stars surrounding a blazing lamp,
encircling which runs the appropriate motto: Lux LUCET
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I8 TENeBrIs.* May it ever shine in those valleys, until
all the surrounding region shall be full of the light of the
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ!

The reader will learn that, deplorable as is the religious
state of Italy, there are some things which encourage.
Some rays of truth are reaching the minds of a portion,
however small, of the inhabitants. The Bible is demanded ;
and to some extent it is obtained, read, and highly prized.
And whilst thick darkness, like that which rested upon
Egypt of old, covers that interesting country, there is still a
‘land of Goshen’ in the valleys of Piedmont, in which there
is light.

The reader will learn that there are nearly forty Protest-
ant ministers of the éospel in Italy at present, about one
half of whom are laboring as pastors and professors in the
valleys of the Waldenses. And if this volume should be the
means, under God’s blessing, of leading those who read it to
pray definitely and earnestly for the influences of his Spirit,
to render the Truth which may be preached by these min-
isters, or which may be read on the pages of the Holy
Scriptures, and religious books and tracts, effectual to the
salvation of many seuls, and the extension of Christ’s
kingdom in that land, it will not have been written in vain.

One word more. The author feels that if this work should
contribute in any measure, however small, to engage those
who read it to take a deeper interest in the conversion of
Roman Catholic nations to true Christianity, his highest

* Light shining in Darkness.



vidl INTRODUCTION.

wishes will have been accomplished. This is a subject
which he deems of paramount importance. We are sending
the gospel to the heathen, and often to nations whose influ-
ence is nothing in the world; and in doing so, we are
passing by powerful Roman Catholic countries, which are
- almost as destitute of the true gospel as the heathen them-
selves, And yet a little reflection would teach us, that the
world cannot be converted without the regeneration of
Roman Catholic countries. Every year shows more and
more clearly that Rome is putting forth all her energies, to
recover what she has lost, and to conquer Protestant nations.
She plants her missions, too, in heathen countries, wherever
the Protestants plant theirs, and does all that she can to
counteract all their efforts in that direction. ‘What, then,
is our duty in reference to the Roman Catholic world?
Evidently, first, to carry the Truth into' every country
which is under the dominion of Romanism as quickly
and as extensively as possible, wherever the way is open;
and, secondly, to pray without ceasing that, where the
way is not open for doing this, it may be, speedily, in
the good providence of God.. The Protestant world cannet
afford to sleep much longer over this subject. And the very
guccess which is attending the efforts that are making to
introduce the Word of God, and in other ways to promote
the Truth in Catholic countries, should encourage us in the.
hope that the time has come for the Reformation to recom-
mence its glorious career.

New York, April 1, 1845.
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PART 1.

PROTESTANTISM IN ITALY: PAST AND PRESENT.

.

CHAPTER L
ITALY BEFORE THE REFORMATION.

THERE are few countries with which so many interesting
associations are connected as Italy. The philosophical stu-
dent of History looks upon it as the seat of the longest-con-
tinued and most-extended dominion over the nations; for it
is the country in which the fourth great monarchy arose, and
extended its rule over all the then civilized world. And
when that vast empire came to an end, another, of a religio-
political nature, arose on its ruins, whose influence over man-
kind has been far greater than that of its predecessor. Thus
the dominion of ancient Rome and its Ceesars, has been per-
petuated in modern Rome and its Popes.

The statesman regards it as the great centre of the politi-
cal movements which- have agitated the world for the last
twenty-five centuries, and from which, more than any other,
they have received their impulse and direction. The military
man delights to contemplate it as the land of Scipio, of Sylla,

2



14 ITALY BEFORE THE REFORMATION.

of Cesar, of Germanicus; as the scene of many of the most
renowned battles of ancient and modern times. The friend
of liberty feels his heart to hurn within him, as he looks upon °
the country of Brutus, of Cato, of Arnaldo da Brescia, and
many others, who resisted tyranny, and lost their lives in the
struggle.

To the scholar, Italy -has indescribable charms, as the land
of Virgil, of Cicero, of Livy, of Tacitus, of Dante, of Tasso,
of Petrarch, of Boccaccio, and a host of others, whose writ-
ings have enlightened, stimulated, and guided the minds and
polished the manners of men.

To the Christian, it ranks next, in point of interest, to that
land which was trodden by the Saviour of the world; for it
was visited by Apostles ; it was the scene of some of the ear-
liest and most glorious conquests of Christianity, and its soil
has been steeped in the blood of martyrs.

But to a Protestant Christian there is much in Italy to
excite deep and peculiar emotions; for it is the land in which
the great MYSTERY OF INIQUITY gradually arose, and grew,
till it overpowered the Truth in all parts of Christendom, save
in some of its own Alpine valleys, and filled the Christian
werld with the ignorance and superstition of a baptized pa-
ganism.

1. Struggles for the Truth.

It is a remarkable fact that the Papal Antichrist nowhere
encountered a more steady, long-continued, or powerful oppo-
sition, than in Italy itself. In that country, Truth had an.
uninterrupted succession of defenders, from the days of the
Apostles till the Reformation. It was in her mountain-valleys
in Piedmont, that the true Church found a retreat during more
than a thousand years; whilst all the rest of Christendom
gradually, and at length umversa.lly, bowed beneath the
dominion of the ¢ Man of sin.’
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Many reasonsforthismaybeassigned. Great as was the
ignorance -of the masses in the villages and smaller towns,
even in the fourth century of the Christian ers, still, in a
number of cities and large towns, there was a considerable
amount of intelligence and - education among the middle and
higher classes. In Milan and Turin, for instance, the higher
clergy resisted the arrogant assumptions of the Bishop of
Rome until the eleventh century. \

And whilst the conquest of Italy by the barbarians from
the north, in the fifth century, tended to increase the corrup-
tion of Christianity, which had long since commenced, through
the incorporation of heathen rites and ceremonies, under the
pretext of gaining over the invading pagans, it aleo, by creat-
ing many antagonistic influences, rendered it easy for Truth
to find protection under one or another of these. The con-
tests between the Frankish monarchs and the partisans of
the popes, and those between the latter and the emperors of
Germany, were favorable to the few who desired, even in the
midst of these scenes, to maintain the gospel in something
like its original purity. And it was not till the popes had
succeeded in effectually establishing their authority over the
civil governments of that country, that they found leisure to
subdue recusant bishops and people. At a later period, also,
the Great Schism, and the struggles between the popes and

anti-popes, were favorable to the fnends of Truth by weak-
ening its enemies,

IL. Paganism in the Church.

It is a matter of history, that, as early as the fourth cen-
tury, gross superstition had gained much ground in the Chris-
tian Church. To conciliate the votaries of polytheism, who
were still exceedingly numerous throughout the empire, the
Christian hierarchy in the days of ‘Constantine, and after-
wards, thought it expedient to leave as many of the old popu-
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lar superstitions in practice, as might be varnished over and
adapted to Christian worship. Certain helps to devotion, as
they were termed, were retained; such as images, pictures,
processions, relics, pilgrimages, votive-offerings, expiatory
performances, and self-inflicted bodily penances. Veneration
of saints, and of the bones of departed saints, followed. = Aban-
donment of the world for the life of a hérmit became the
highest style of piety. And by a regular succession of cor-
ruptions Christianity gave place to a degrading superstition,
which was little better than pure heathenism. ¢The fine gold
became dim,’ and truth was almost wholly lost amid the mass
of error, which entered the sacred precincts of the Church and
took up its abode there.

Indeed, the earliest of the Christian fathers show in their
writings the current which things were taking, even in their
days. And in the fifth century, the great and good Augustine,

that able defender of the faith which saves, was far from

being free from the superstition which prevailed around him,
and which, after his day, reigned almost without opposition
for a thousand years.

III. Ambrose and Claude.

Nevertheless, God raised up, from time to time, some who
nobly maintained the truth. The followers of the excellent
Ambrose, an archbishop of Milan, in the latter part of the
fourth century, long résisted the errors to which we have
referred, as well as the claims of the Bishop of Rome. Even
to this day, there are some remains in the diocese of that city,
of the good influence of the doctrines and practices of that
great man.

And it is truly refreshing to come down to the times of
Claude, Bishop of Turin, in the early part of the ninth cen-
tury, and contemplate the noble position which that excellent

man took in defence of the pure gospel. In his writings, the
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unscriptural vanity of saint-worship, image-worship, relic-
worship, idle pilgrimages to Rome, formal penances, the su-
premacy of the self-styled successors of Peter, are' admirably
exposed and severely rebuked. In his commentary on the
Epistle to the Galatians, he ably repels the claims of
Rome, maintains the doctrine of justification by faith alone,
denies the imaginary infallibility of the church, declares
heresy to consist in departing from the Word of God, and
affirms that there was no want of such heretics in the bosom
of the Church in his day.! His writings are singularly free
from the superstitions, even of the incomplete popery of the
ninth eentury

IV. The Paulicians.

The cause of evangelical truth in the north part of Italy
was strengthened for a time, by the immigration of members
of the sect of Paulicians, in the latter part of the tenth cen-
tury, or the beginning of the eleventh. These greatly vilified
people, whom the Roman Catholic writers have never ceased
to stigmatize as Manicheans, seem to have derived their exis-
tence, as a denomination of Christians, from the teaching of
one Constantine, who lived in' Armenia, about the middle of
the seventh century. Their name was probably derived
from the apostle Paul, whose writings their founder greatly
admired. After enduring much persecution from the Greek
emperors, they emigrated from their native land to Europe,
and passing through Thrace and Bulgaria, they came at
length to Germany and Italy, and finally penetrated into the
south of France, where, blending with the faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ, who were still to be found in that country, they
were called the Albigenises. Ecclesiastical history informs
us that they had a considerable number of churches in the

1 See An Inquiry into the History and Theology of the Ancient Vallenses and Albi-
gemses, elc., by G. 8. Faber, D. D. Book III., Chap, IV., pp. 306 -329.
2&
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Valley of the Po, and that their doctrines spread in all the
chief towns of the north of Italy. By this means the Truth
was sustained, at least in that portion of the country, for a
considerable time. ?

But the floods of error which continued to issue forth from
Rome augmented with each passing century, until they cov-
ered all Christendom, and swept away almost every vestige of
pure Christianiity. Absurd and debasing superstitions pre-
vailed among the ignorant, down-trodden masses; whilst a
corrupt and.insolent hierarchy, in combination with a haughty
and tyrannical aristoeracy, lorded it over them without con-
trol. And from the end of the twélfth century to the begin-
ning of the sixteenth, every thing that deserved the name of
true Christianity was well-nigh extinct in the world.

V. Light in Dark Places.

But yet all was not lost. - The lamp of truth continued to
burn in the valleys of the Alps, though its flame often flickered
in the socket, and seemed as if it must expire. Nor were the
‘Waldenses quite alone. There were, in the mountains of”
Bohemia and Moravia, those who sympathized with them,
and nobly contended for the same glonous Faith.?

8 For an interesting history and able vindication of the Paulicians, and their doc-
trines, the reader is referred to the admirable work of Mr. Faber, already men-
tioned.

8 There is indubitable evidence that there were many affiliated little societies of
Wajdenses, or of people who held the same Faith, dispersed throughout Italy, and
maintaining intimate intercourse with their brethren in the valleys in Piedmont and
Pauphiny, and through them, with brethren of the same communion in Bohemia
and- Poland, during the 13th, 14th, and 15th centuries. Abundant proof of this is to
be found in Allix’s Chuyrches of Piedmont, Leger’s Histoire des Eglises Evangéliques ;
the Annals of Rainald, Matthew Paris’s History, and other works which treat of
this subject. They had such societies in the beginning of the 13th century, in Rome
itself, a fact which led Gregory IX. to jssue a famous bull against them, ordering
their destruction, not only there, but wherever they'might be found. Such societies
existed both in that century and the following one, in all the chief places in the Val-
ley of the Po, such as Come, Milan, Cremona, and in the territories of Venice.
They had houses in Genoa and Floren¢e. They sent young men to the University
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\ And when the time of the Reformation drew on, God raised
up, in various countries, men whom he called to prepare the
way for that wonderful movement, which was to shake all
Christendom to its eentre, and break down a'portion of the
walls of the Romish Babylon.* And as the Truth had been
overcome hy a succession of error, so Error was now to be
overcome by a successton of truth. Thus, as from the earliest
dawn, ¢ the light shineth more and more unto the perfect day,’
80 did the Truth gain upon Error, extend her conquests, en-
large her dominion, and regstablish her throne in the world,
never again to be overthrown, till time shall be no more.

‘Whilst England and Geermany furnished champions for the
Truth in the dark ages which preceded the glorious morning
of the Reformation, Italy, too, furnished more than one man
who had the courage to lift up lis voice against the usurpa~
tions of the clergy and the corruptions of the papacy. We
will say a few words respecting two of these men, who not
only defended the cause of truth and justice, but also suffered
for that defence.

. VL. Arnaldo da Brescia.

In the former part of the twelfth century aroge Armaldo da
Brescia, a man of great learning and'courage, and a disciple
of the famous Abelard. He publicly maintained that the in-
comes of the popes, bishops, parish clergy, and monastic estab-

of Paris even, in order that they might be so trained s to be equal to their oppo-
nents in dialeclics. About the year 1370, a colony of Waldenses, or Vaudois, emi-
grated from the valley of Pragela, in Piedmont, to Calabria, in the south paft of
Italy, where their descendans, joined from time to time by new acoessions, main-
tained the pure gospel down till the opening of the Reformation, when they
were cruelly extirpated by persecution. A history of this colony, and an account
of its destruction, will be found in that portion of this book which treats of the Wal-
denses.

4 The reader will find an interesting account of the forerunners of the Reformation,
in the excellent work of Mr. De Bonnechose, entitled, The Reformers before the
Reformation.
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lishments, ought to be surrendered to the civil authorities of
each state, and that nothing should be left to the ministers of
religion, whatever their rank or position, but a spiritual
authority, and a support drawn.from the tithes and voluntary
contributions of the people.

"These doctrines, so odious to the entire hierarchy of Rome,
Arnaldo maintained with much spirit at Brescia, his native
city, where he had many adherents. But, in the year 1189, a
council was held at Rome; (called the Second Lateran Coun-
cil,) which was attended by the Bishop of Brescia, and several
abbots of his diocese. At this council the doctrines of Arnal-
do, who was absent and of course unheard, were condemned,
and he was forbidden to preach them. . Soon afterwards his
partisans at Breseia were.excommunicated and dnven out of
the city.

Arnaldo tock refuge in France, with his friend and master,
Abelard, who chose him as his supporter in the famous
Council of Sens, where he defended his opinions against the-
Bishop of Chartres and the celebrated Bernard, abbot of
Clairvaux. Driven from France by the hatred of Bernard,
Arnaldo retired to Zurich, in' Switzerland, where he re-
sided in security until 1145, zealously preaching doctrines
- which had been condemned at Rome. In that year he re-

paired to Rome, and during the pontificates of Eugene IIL

and Anastasius IV. he did all that was in his power to revive:

" the spirit of the degenerate Romans, and to excite them to
resist both the pope and- the emperor of Germany, and
vindicate their liberties, At his suggestion, the form of the
ancient Roman commonwealth was restored, with its consuls,
senate, equestrian order, and tribunes of the people. But
it was all in vain. The Romans were no longer fit for free-
dom ; but, like the Capadocians of old, when offered this boon,
they preferred the chains which they had so long been accus-
tomed to wear.
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VII. Adrion IV. and Arnaldo.

Anastasius. IV. was succeeded in St. Peter’s chair, in 1154,
by Adrian IV.; a man. of-little learning, but much ambition,
and great decision of character. Possessed of lofty ideas, and
courage to carry his plans into effect, he advaneced his notions
of papal prerogative and supremacy to a further-point than
any of his predecessors, save Gregory V]I. the famous Hil-
debrand.

The original name of Adrian IV. was Nicholas Break-
spere, an Englishman, the only one of his nation that has
ever had the honor of occupying the See of ‘the Fisherman.
Between such opinions as he entertained and those of Arnal-
do there could be no congeniality ; and though his reign as
king of the Romans, and high-priest of the universal Church,
was no longer than five years, it was long enough to effect
the ruin of Arnaldo. Frederick Barbarossa, recently elected
emperor of Germany, entered Italy with a large army, soon
after Adrian’s accession to the pontifical throne, intending to
enforce his imperial authority over the republics of that
country, who had for some time been disposed to be unruly,
and who at best rendered him only a nominal, and not very
gracious, allegiance. He marched towards Rome, for the
double purpose of settling his difficulties with its inhabitants
and with the pope, and of being- crowned by the latter.
Affairs were in a complicated state in that city. The pope
was at war with its inhabitants, whom he had in fact excom-
municated in mass, and pronounced a ¢ heavenly curse’ upon
the ¢ eternal city,” and deprived them of divine service during
the Easter holydays. He was at ‘war, too, with the Norman
sovereigns of Naples and Sicily. On the other hand, there
were the old, unadjusted, and long-resisted claims of the Holy
See upon the empire. But Adrian and Barbarossa soon
found that the line in which their respective interests coin-

cided was longer than that of their differences; and they
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united against the Romans and the Neapolitans. The imme-
diate consequence of this coalition was the dispersion to the
winds ‘of the new commonwealth of Rome, and the death of
Arnaldo. The patriot and reformer, whose misfortune it was
to be ‘born out of due time, was offered as a ‘sacrifice of
peace-offering’ by the emperor and the pope. He was cru-
cified ; his body was burned, and his ashes were thrown into
the Tiber, in order that his followers might have no memorial
or relic of their leader. And though the ¢ Arnaldists,’ as his
partisans were for a long time called, were not annihilated by
his death, yet they gradually sunk in the struggle with the
overwhelming power of the pope and his cohorts of bishops,
abbots, and monks, and at length disappeared as completely
from the earth as did the ashes of their leader.

‘We know little of this Arnaldo from any contemporaneous
source, except the pages of Roman Catholic writers, who
were not likely to do him justice. But, by their own show-
ing, it is manifest that he contended. for truth and justice.
One of them, Tritemius, makes Arnaldo to preach to the
pope and cardinals in the following terms: ¢I call heaven
and earth to witness that I have anmounced to you those
things which the Lord has commanded. But ye despise both
me and your Creator. Nor is it wonderful that ye are about
to put me, a sinful man, to death, for preaching to you the
truth, since if even Saint Peter were to arise from the dead
this day, and were to reprove your many vices, ye would by
no means spare him’® Who can be at a loss, after reading
this, either as to the probable doctrines and character of
Arnaldo, or the reasons which induced the Roman hierarchy

& ¢ Ego testem invoco ccelum et terram, qiod annunciaveram vobis ea quee mihi
Dominus preecepit: vos autem temnitis me et Creatorem vestrum. Nec mirum si
me hominem peccatorem vobis veritatem annunciatem morti tradituri estis, cam
etiam si 8. Petnu hodle resurgeret et vitia vestra, ques nimis multiplicata sumt,

henderet, ei mi pa is.’ Tritemius; uqnotedintheNmbM
Rcouw,No H,p“
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to condemn: those doctrines, and to put to death the man who
held them. :

YOI. Girolamo Savonarola.

More than three hundred years after she death of Arnaldo
da Brescia, Girolamo Savonarola was raised up to resist at
once the despotism of the civil governments, and the corruption
of manners, which prevailed every where, both among the
people and the clergy. Respecting the character of this man
it is no easy mafter to arrive at the truth. By the Roman
Catholic historians, he is, without exception, spoken of as a tur-
bulent, ambitious fanatic, an enemy to ecelesiastical and civil
government, a deceiver of the people; in a word, a vile im-
postor. On the other hand, he has been held up as an Italian
Luther, a glorious reformer and martyr. The truth we ap-
prehend to be simply this. Savonarola was a man of singu-
lar integrity, sanectity, and patriotism. He aimed at effecting
a thorough reformation of the manners of the people and of
the clergy, rather than of the doctrines and ritual of the church.
And although he considered the profligacy of the hierarchy
of Rome to be the fountain whence flowed the corruptions
which pervaded the community, yet he seems not to have
comprehended the necessity of a thorough reform of the erro-
neous doctrines and practices of the Romish Church, in-order
to effect that reformation in manners which he so earnestly
sought. It must be admitted, too, that the fervor of his zeal
led him into extravagance, and that, in prosecuting his plane
of reform, he sometimes yielded to the illusions of an over-
heated imagination, and suffered himself to be persuaded: that
he possessed supernatural glﬂs This was probably one of
the effects of his monastic life. But, admitting all this, we
think there is abundant evidence that he was a good man,
and sincerely desired to remedy the glaring evils of his times.
Certainly there were few men of the fifteenth century, to be
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compared with him, either as a Christian or a patriot. These
things premised, we proceed to give some account of his life
and actions. .
Girolamo Savonarola was born at Ferrara, in the year
1452. From his ehildhood he was an enthusiast in matters
of religion, and resolved to devote himself to the ‘monastic
life. It was the intention of his parents that he should
become a physician; but his choice was to.be a monk. Aec-
ocordingly he entered a convent of Dominicans at Bologna,
without the consent, as some say, of his father, where he soon
showed great fondness for study. In process of time he
became distinguished as an academical lecturer; but his first
attempts in the pulpit were unpromising. His voice was
feeble and harsh, and his manner was ungraceful and un-
pleasant. But by great and persevering efforts he conquered
all these defects, and in a few years became an admirable
orator, as well as profound scholar. It was not long, how-
ever, before he returned to the walls of his cloister, either from
a desire to prosecute still further his studies, or a fear that
popularity might injure his spirituality. Here he not only
renewed his self-denial, and his penarices, with more riger
than ever, but also pursued the study of metaphysics and
theology with great zeal. And here, it has been said, the
idea of his divine misgion, for the first time, entered his
In 1484, he delivered a series of discourses on the book of
Revelation, at Brescia, in which he attacked the luxury and
viees of the inhebitants in the most powerful manner, and
announced to them that the walls of their city would one day

6 Along with others who have dane great injustice to the memory of Savonarola,
must be ranked Mr. Roscoe, in his Life of Lorenzo de Medici. Sismondi, in his
admirable History of the Ralian Republics, is far more accurats and impartial.
John Francis Budceus, in his youth, published a dissertation unfavorable to Savon-
arola, of which he afterwards wrote, in the most candid spirit, a complete refuta-
tion. '
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be covered with blood, as & divine punishment for their sins.
A remarkable fulfilment of this prediction, as his followers
believed, took place two years after his death, when Brescia
was taken and sacked by the French.

In 1489, Savonarola took up his residence at Florence, in
the convent of St. Mark, which belonged to his Order. Lo-
rensgo de Medici, the destroyer of his country’s liberties, ad-
miring his talents and dreading his popularity, endeavored to
gain him to his interest. But Savonarola resisted all his
advances, and would not even deign to visit the man whom
he regarded as an usurper. But it would seem that Lorenzo
entertained a great respect for his piety as well as his talents,
for, when on his dying bed, he sent for him, with the desire
of obtaining absolution at his hands. The stern and faithful
monk this time obeyed the summons, and repaired to the
ducal palace. To the dying man he propounded three very
important questions, namely : Whether he had an-entire con-
fidence in the mercy of God? Whether he was willing to
make restitution of all the goods which he had unlawfully
taken from any one? And whether he was prepared to
restore to the Florentines their republic, which he had over-
thrown? To the first two, Lorenzo returned an answer in
the affirmative; but as to the third he was silent! Where-
upon Savonarola left him without administering the rite of
absolution.

During the government of Pietro, the haughty and luxuri-
ous suecessor of Lorenzo, the influence of Savonarola in-
creased, and his enthusiasm kept pace with his pepularity.
His fervid eloquence drew admiring thousands to every
church in which he preached. With all the force of his vivid
Italian imagination, he painted the luxury and immorality
which prevailed among all classes of the citizens, the disor-
ders of the church, the corruptions of the prelates, the troubles

3
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of the state, and the tyranny of its rulers; and announced the
coming judgments of God. -Nor was his preaching in vain.
An extraordinary reformation of manners took place. Lux-
ury was repressed, and the general immorality was greatly
diminished. The expulsion of the Medici took place, and
Savonarola had the pleasure of seeing a popular government
arise on the ruins of the despotism of that ambitious house.
His influence was all in favor of the reéstablishment of the
republic. Still, he bent his greatest efforts to that moral
reform which he deemed to be as absolutely necessary to the
perpetuity of the new government as to individual happiness
and salvation.

IX. Savonarola and Alexander VI.

‘But things were rapidly coming to a crisis. Savonarola
had many enemies in Florence, among the Franciscans and
Augustinians, as well as among the adherents of the Mediei.
These did all they could to overthrow his influence. But a
blow was preparing for his devoted head, in another and
higher quarter. . Savonarola had gone so far as to assert that
reform ought to commence with the head of the church, and
in his inveetives he had not spared the then reigning pontiff,
the infamous Borgia, Alexander VI. He did not hesitate to
hold up to scorn crimes which disgraced humanity, and
grieved all serious people.

The consequence was what it required no gift of prophecy
to foresee; the Pope hurled a bull of excommunication at
him, and threatened the Florentine republic with an interdict,
if it allowed him to preach. At the request of the senate, he
desisted for a time ; but soon he came forth from his cloister,
and in his turn denounced the Pope as an usurper, declared
the Church had no human head, and pronounced Alexander
to be no Christian at all, and therefore not worthy to be a
bishop! The irritated pontiff instantly despatched a Fran-
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ciscan, Francesco de Pouille, to Florence, to denoypce Savon
arola as a heresiarch, and to threaten the republic with an
immediate interdiction, and the confiscation of the property
of its merchants in foreign parts, unless the senate should
prevent him from preaching any more. The Florentines
became alarmed, and, despairing of the help of France,
yielded to the command of the Nuncio.

Pouille next challenged Savonarola to submit the truth of
his doctrines to the test of fire. He himself offered to walk
through the flames with his adversary. Savomarola declined
the dreadful contest; but Bonvicini, one of his disciples,
accepted the challenge. Pouille, in turn, refused to go
through the proposed ordeal with any one but the heresiarch
himself, as he called Savonarola. But a Florentine Francis-
can, of the name of Rondinelli, offered to be his substitute.
The whole city, as well as the government, entered earnestly
into the affair. The time and place were appointed. A great
multitude assembled. But a protracted dispute took place
on the ground. The Franciscans required that the Domini-
can, Bonvicini, should change his dress, fearing he might be
an enchanter. They next insisted that he should not carry
the host with him, considering it impious to expose the body
of Christ to the risk of being consumed in the flames. But
on this point Savonarola was inflexible. In the mean while,
the day was passing away, and a heavy shower came on,
which extingunished the kindled fire, and dispersed the disap-
pointed crowd. ’

The fickle people were dissatisfied when they heard the re-
port that Savonarola had refused the trial, and without waiting,
or caring, to know the true cause, they turned against him.
From that moment his influence was gone with the masses.
The next day he preached with great fervor his last sermon,
and at ite close he bade farewell to his friends. That night,
during & riot, in which many of his partisans, and friends of
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the new orgerof things were killed, he was arrested in the
convent, with two ether monks, and dragged to prison. A
revolution took place, the republic was overthrown, and the
Medici were restored. Intelligence of these events was
speedily transmitted to Rome. Alexander demanded that
Savonarola and his companions should be brought to Rome
and tried; but the government of Florence refused to send
them. Two commissaries were despatched from Rome to
try them. After having submitted to torture, they were
condemned to undergo death by fire. On the 23d of May,
1498, a pile of fagots was erected on the very spot where
the voluntary trial by fire was to have taken place a few
weeks before, and the three monks, after having been de-
graded, were bound to the stake. 'When the presiding Bishop
declared them separated from the Church, Savonarola ex-
claimed, ‘from the militant,” intimating that he believed that
they were about to enter the Church triumphant. The fire
was immediately applied, and soon their bodies were reduced
to ashes, which, by order of the magistrates, were gathered
up and thrown into the Arno. Thus ended the life of Savon-
arola, one of the many who have suffered as martyrs, for
resisting the corruptions and the tyranny of Rome.

X. Influence of the Revival of Learning.

The ‘Revival of Letters, which commenced almost with
the dawn of the fourteenth century, shed its genial influences
upon Italy, as well as upon Germany, and the other portions
of western Europe. One of its most immediate and palpable
effects was the introduction of a purer style in the writing of
Latin, — a reformation which wes greatly needed, — for that
noble language had become greatly corrupted and debased.
In consequence of this happy improvement, the Bullarium,
the collection of the bulls or letters of the popes, underwent
numerous necessary cerrections, and the standard of scholar-
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ship was raised. Barlaam, a monk in ‘Calabria, and his dis-
ciple, Leontius Pilatus, were among the first teachers of
Greek in Ttaly, at the commencement of the revival of learn-
ing. The former was the instructor of Petrarch, the latter
of Boccaccio, in that noble language.

This incipient movement in favor of letters, was greatly
strengthened by the immigration into Italy of many learned
Greeks, upon the downfall of the Eastern Empire, and the
eapture of Constantinople by the Turks, in the year 1453.
These men brought with them such of their literary treasures
as they were able to save from the pillage of their native
cities by the Mohammedan barbarians. They had been pre-
eeded by the learned ambassadors whom the last of the long
line of feeble Greek emperors had sentto Rome, to implore
belp against the deadly enemies of Chnstia.mty, in all its
forms and sects.

About the same time the art of pnntmg was invented, and
by rapidly mcreasing the number of copies of valuable books,
and diminishing their price, contributed much to the prome-
tion of learning. Ancient literature began now to be culti-
vated with great enthusiasm. The treasures of science and
of knowledge, which had long remained locked up in the
learned languages were brought forth, either in tramslations,
or in the Ianguages in which they were composed. A great
- impulse was given to the human mind. Light was poured
on many subjects respecting which great ignorance had long
prevailed. Men were excited to inquire, to examine, to
Judge on every subject. Old errors began to be investigated,
then doubted, then rejected. Philosophy, politics, and
science, were submitted to scrutiny. Even religion did not
escape. When compared with the early fathers, and still
more with the Sacred Scriptures, which now, after a thousand
years of entombment, began to be published and read in their

3e
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original tongues, Christianity was found tohaveundergone
very st.range t.ransmuta.txons.

. XI. Dante.

And although it is true that a_taste for literature does not
insure a taste for religion, and although many of the patrons
- of learning in Ttaly,” such as Sixtus IV., Alexapder VL, Julius
IL, Lorenzo de Medici, and Leo X., were any thing else
than religious men, yet it is certain that the progress of
learning had a tendency favorable, on the whole, to the cause
of true Christianity. Not only did it pour a flood of light,—
reflected from the Scriptures, recovered from the dark clois-
ters of monks, and from the pages of the early Christian
authors, —but it also excited writers, both in poetry and
prose, to attaek the flagrant corruptions of Christianity which
they saw in the Romish Church. No Protestant has ever
said harder things against the ¢mother-of harlots,” than some
of the Itplian authors. Dante’s Divina Comedia contains
very many passages full of the most euttinig satire upon the

conduct of the Roman hierarchy, — popes, cardinals, bishops,
priests, and monks. Many ef his views respecting the gospel,
the divine and supreme authonty of the Seriptures in matters
of faith and praetice, were such as every true Protestant
holds. This we could easily show by citations, if it were
necessary. Let one or two passages suffice.

He does not hesitate to compare modern Rome to the idal-

* 7 Bembo and Sadoleti were two of the most learned men of their day. And yet
Bembo signed the infe bull authorizing and vindicating the sale of indul-
gences ; and Sadoleti disgraced his pen by writing and signing the bull which con-
demned Luther as a heretic ; ordaining that, if he inued obstinate, he should be
seized and sent to Rome ; and authorizing the sentence of excommunication and
ict to be pr d against all powers, civil or ecclesiastical, (the Emp
excepted,) secular or regular, dukes, marquises, universities, and communities, by
whom he might be received or harbored. Roscoe's ho X., Vol. III., App. Nos cli,
and clix.
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atrous Babylon of the Apocalypse, and in one place uses the
following language : ' . '
¢ Of shepherds like to you, th’ Evangelist

‘Was ware, when her, who sits upon the waves,

‘With kings in filthy whoredom he beheld ;

She who with seven heads towered at her birth,

And from ten horns her proof of glory drew,

Long as her spouse in virtue took delight.

Of gold and silver ye have made your God,

Diff ring wherein from the idolater,

But that he worships one, a hundred ye.

Ah! Constantine, to how much ill gave birth,

Not thy conversion, but that plenteous dower

‘Which the first wealthy father gained from thee 2’8

He peopled his Hell, as well as his Purgatory, with Romish
clergy, from popes down te mendicant friars. And he even
seems sometimes to indulge in & prophetic strain in regard to
the downfall of the papacy, with all its corruptions.

¢Yet it may chance, ere long, the Vatican;
And other most selected parts of Rome,
That were the grave of Peter’s soldiery,
Shall be delivered from th’ adult'rous bond.’®

In his treatise on Manarchy, he is even more severe on the
abuses of the church, than in his poems. He would deprive
the popes of temporal authority, and attacks tradition, which
has justly been called the main pillar of the Roman Catholic
Church. For doing this, his Monarchia found a place in the
Index of Forbidden Books, in the year 1559, where it is
wonderful that the Diving Comedta is not to be found also.

XII. Petrarch and Otkers.

Nor was Petrarch less severe upon Rome and its hierar-
chy than Dante. In his Latin eclogues and Italian sonnets,

8 Inf. c. xix. conf. Purg. c. xxxii., Carey’s Translation.
9 Parad. c. ix., Carey’s Translation.

-
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there are many strokes of satire, sometimes concealed, some-
times open. The Papal See is characterized as ‘impious
Babylon ; avaricious Babylon; the school of error; the tem-
ple of heresy ; the forge of fraud; the hell of the living.¥
The following stanzas will give.a good illustration of the
freedom and pungency with which he occasiona,lly wrote
respecting the Roman See.

¢ The fire of wrathful heaven alight,
L And all thy harlot tresses smite,
Base city! thou, from humble fare;
Thy acorns and thy water, rose.
To greatness, rich with others’ woes,
Rejoicing in the ruin thou didst bear.

Foul nest of treason! Is there anght
Wherewith the spacious world is franght . ‘
Of bad or vile—'tis hatch’d in thee; ‘
‘Who revellest in thy costly meats,
Thy precious wines, and curious seats,
And all the pride of luxury.

The while within thy secret halls, -
Old men in seemly festivals
‘With buxom girls in dance are going;
And in the midst old Beelsebub )
Eyes, through his glass, the motley club,
The fire with sturdy bellows blowing.

In former days thou wast not laid
On down, nor under cooling shade;
Thou naked to the winds wast given,
And through the sharp and thorny road
Thy feet without the sandals trod ;
But now thy life is such it swells to Heaven 1

10 Petrarchi Opera, tomn. iii. p. 149.
1 Le Rime del Petrarcha, edit. Lod Castelvetro, tom. i. p.325.—quoted by Dr.
McCrie, in his Hist. of the Reformation in Italy, p. 27.
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But if Petrarch is severe upon the popes, the clergy, and
the vices of Rome, in his poems, he is far more so in his con-
fidential letters, which, we may remark in passing, he left
carefully collected and arranged for publication. In his day,
Avignon, in France, was the seat of the papacy. Thither
intestine troubles and factions compelled the legitimate line
of popes to emigrate, and there to abide during seventy
years, from 1307 to 1377. It was & species of carrying
away into Babylon,” or.rather of removal from one Babylon
to another! There, lived and reigned Clement V., John
XXTL (of -infamous memory), Benedict XI., Clement VI.,
Innocent VI., Urban V., and Gregory XI. And whatever
Avignon had been, before it became the Papal See, it is cer-
tain that long before seventy years passed away, ¢Baby-
lon on the Rhone’ very greatly resembled her sister on the
Tiber. ‘I am at present,’ says Petrarch in a letter addressed
to a particular friend, ‘in the western Babylon, than which
the sun never beheld any thing more hideous ; and beside the
fierce Rhone, where the successors of the poor fishermen now-
live as kings. Here the credulous crowd of Christians are
caught, in the name of Jesus, but by the arts of Belial; and,
being stripped of their scales, are fried to fill the belly of
gluttons. Go to India, or wherever you choose; but avoid
Babylon, if you do not wish to go down alive to hell. What-
ever you may have heard or read of, as to perfidy and fraud,
pride, incontinence, and unbridled lust, impiety, and wicked-
Bess of every kind, you will find here collected and heaped
together. Rejoice, and glory in this, O Babylon, situated on
the Rhone, that thou art the enemy of the good, the friend of
the bad, the asylum of wild beasts, the whore that hast com-
mitted fornication with the kings of the earth! Thou art she
whom the inspired evangelist saw in the spirit; yes, thee,
and none but thee, he saw ¢sitting upon many waters.’ See
thy dress, ‘a woman clothed in purple and scarlet’ Dost
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thou know thyself, Babylon? Certainly what follows agrees
to thee and none else — ¢ mother of fornications and abomina-
tions of the earth” But hear the rest—¢I saw,’ says the
evangelist, ‘a woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus” Point out another to
whom this is applicable but thee’? Let it be remembered
that Petrarch was a Roman Catholic priest, as well as a poet
and diplomatist, and intimately acquainted with several of the
popes who reigned at Avignon. No one, therefore, could
have had a better opportunity for knowing the luxury, the
heresies, and the vices which reigned in that Church in his
day.

The writings of Boccaccio, Poggio Bracciolini, Ariosto,
Berni, Baptista, and very many other Italian authors, from
the revival of learning to the Reformation, abound in severe
ridicule and invective, aimed especially at the vices of the
clergy and monks.”® Laurentius Valla, ¢who,’ it is affirmed
by Erasmus, ¢rescued literature from the grave, and re-
stored to Italy the splendor of her ancient eloquence, wrote
with great ability against the papal claims and abuses. He
lived in the beginning of the fifteenth century.

XIII. Need of -quomation Jelt by some tn the Church.

In the process of time, the state of things in the Roman
hierarchy became worse and worse. The popes became
merely secular princes in their spirit and character; and the
papal court obtained even the degrading reputation of being

+18 Epistole Familiares, ep. 4, 13, 15, 16, quoted in Dr. MoCrie’s Hist. of the Refor-
mation in Italy.

13 Liver since the suppression of the Reformation in Italy, it has been far more
difficult to publish any thing in that country, against the errors of Rome, and the
condact of the clérgy, than before that epoch. Still, something has from time to
time been done, under one form or another. Of this, Nicolini’s Armaldo da Brescia
is & remarkable proof.

M Brasmi Bpistole, lib. vii. ep. 3.
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the most faithless and immoral of all courts in the whole civ-
ilized world! Every thing sacred was prestituted to base
avarice. Every thing was sold for money — ecclesiastical
offices and appointments, absolutions, indulgences, canoniza-
tions, etc. etc. Cabals, intrigue, and bribery, reigned at
‘Rome. At length the evil became almost insupportable.
Even from among the clergy themselves, some were raised.
up to preach the necessity of reformation in the Church.
This demand was loudly made in the fifieenth century, and
the beginning of the sixteenth. It manifested itself in the
Councils of Constance, of Pisa, and of the Lateran. It was
pressed upon the attention of the pontiffs, by men who felt
the necessity of a reformation. But they received, in 1516,
a bull enjoining upon them to cease to treat in their sermons,
of such subjects, and no more to speak of the coming of Anti-
christ. In this way the popes endeavored to silence the
clamors for reform from so dangerous a quarter. And this
state of things continued until a cry was raised in Germany,
and the sounds Antickrist and Babylon, as designating Rome,
filled all Christendom, and for awhile seemed to strike the
papal court dumb.

XIV. Reformation a Difficult Work.

But however corrupt the state of the Church had become,
and however much this was felt by some men in Italy, the
great majority of the common people were too indifferent to
religion, to care about any thing beyond the imposing forms
and ceremonies to which they had so long been accustomed.
Too ignorant and too sensual to appreciate a spiritual reli-

- gion, the idea of a reformation in the Church, and of a return
to primitive Christianity, never entered their minds. .

And as to the nobles and others of a rank, in point of intel-
ligence and position in society, superior to the masses, too
many of them shared in the profuse expenditure, through a

v
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thousand different channels, of the enormous sums of money,
which, under one pretence or another, flowed into the treas-
ury of St. Peter, to allow suffering humanity to expect any
thing, in the way of salutary change, from that quarter.
They loved the oppressors of mankind, for the simple reason
that they permitted them to share the speils. What marvel,
then, if, whilst some men in Italy mourned over the degen-
eracy of the times, and sighed for a reformation, that blessed
movement, when it did commence, should encounter the op-
position which it did in that country ?




CHAPTER IL
ENTRANCE OF THE REFORMATION INTO ITALY.

WE have arrived at the epoch when the Reformation
began to agitate the Christian world. In the year 1517,
Luther published his Theses, or propositions, in Wittem-
berg, and soon all Germany was aroused by the din of the
conflict which from that date was fairly commenced. Nor
was it long until the truth, from Luther’s pen, reached the
South of Germany, transcended the Alps, and came down
upon the plains of Italy. And, even in that land where the
papacy had its strong-hold, there were soon found hearts that
responded favorably te its appeals.

2‘ L Preparation for the Reformation,— Revival of Letters.

Who can read the history of the Reformation without
being struck with the  wonderful manner in which God
ordained every thing in relation to.it? Had Luther arisen a
century or two before he did, he would have found none of
that preparation which the revival of letters effected for
him and his doctrines. Thick darkness then rested upon the
people of Western Europe; the learned languages were
almost wholly neglected. Greek literature was not studied ;
scarcely 2 man being found in all Italy, France, and Ger-
many, who understood the characters in which it was writ-
ten. During several centuries, only now and then an iso-
lated individual could be found in all Italy that knew even
a smattering of Hebrew. To unlearned eyes its charac-
ters appeared strange, if not cabalisticc. Even the Latin,

4
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though read and spoken by all those who may be considered
scholars during that period, was but a barbarous corruption
of the noble language in which Virgil and Cicero composed
their immortal works.

II. Jokn Reuchlin.

But when Luther appeared on the stage, the revival of
letters had prepared many of the first minds of that age for
the reception of his glorious doctrines. The study of Latin,
and even of Greek, was prosecuted with much zeal, not only
in Italy but also in Germany. The celebrated John Reuch-
lin, of Suabia, had already done much to promote the
knowledge of both Greek and Hebrew in Germany, before
Luther commenced his heaven-commissioned work. That
celebrated scholar was the son of a worthy burgher, of Pforz-
heim, in the south part of Germany. Whilst yet a youth, he
was sent by the Margrave of Baden, with his son, to the
university of Paris, at that epoch by far the most celebrated
in Western Europe. There he supported himself, whilst
prosecuting his studies, by copying Homer and other Greek
authors for the students who were in better circumstances.
It was at Paris that he studied Greck under the Spartan
Hermonymos, and Hebrew under John Wejssel, surnamed
the light of the world. From the latter he learned the first
elements of those doctrines which were afterwards better
known under the designation of Protestant. Upon his return
to Germany, he gave lectures on Greek literature in Basle,
at the early age of twenty; was soon afterwards made a pro-
fessor in the new university of Tiibingen in Suabia; and
thence, ten years later, he was driven by his enemies to
Heidelberg. His repeated visits to Rome greatly augmented
his knowledge and increased his renown. He was now the
first scholar of his age, and the restorer of the study of Greek
and Hebrew to Germany.

.0
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III. Erasmus.

Another codidjutor in the cause of learning was the cele-
brated Erasmus, a native of Rotterdam, but educated chiefly
at Paris. He became one of the greatest scholars of his
times, and was courted by Charles V. of Germany, Henry
VIII. of England, and Francis I. of France. From 1509 to
1516, he taught in Oxford. In 1516 he went to Basle,
where he spent most of his remaining years. He never was
and never could be a reformer; but he prepared the way for
others. He did much to revive and diffuse a knowledge of
Latin and Greek, of which he was a distinguished master.
He knew the truth, but had not the courage to avow it. But
he did vast service to the Reformation by the exposure of
the superstitions of the Roman Catholic Church, and of the
ignorance of the monks and prieats.

Many other men contributed about this time, in different
parts of western Europe, to the revival of letters, some of
them natives; others, distinguished Greeks from the East.
Nor were there wanting learned Jews who gave instruction
in the Hebrew language and literature, especially in Italy, to
those who were willing to be their disciples. The labors of
all such had a certain though indirect tendency to prepare
the way for the Reformation.

The art of printing, toorhad been sufficiently long known
and employed, to have accomplished much in facilitating the
progress of the reformers. Knowledge had been considera-
bly diffused, and many of the strongest minds had by this
means been aroused to think on subjects of science, nor did
religion long escape their investigation.

In no part of Western Europe was the progress of the
revival of letters more signal than in Germany. That coun-
try had, until this period, been considered by the Italians, as
another Beeotia. Its blue-eyed, athletic sons were supposed
to be scarcely less rude than in the days of Cesar and Taci-
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tus. But events of the most astounding nature were about
to occur, which would be calculated to make the Italians
stare with amazement at the rapid extension of learning
north of the Alps, A mighty intellectual and moral conflict
was about to take place, and Germany was the arena on
which it was to be fought. But the great drama was pre-
ceded by two or three movements of minor importance. Of
these, we must say & few words ; for they had no inconsider-
able influence in attracting the eyes of the Italians towards
Germany, and thus of preparing them for greater things.

IV. Reuchlin’s Quarrel with the Dominicans.

In one of the first years of the 16th century, a baptized
Jew, of Cologne, named Pfefferkorn, an intimate friend of
the Dominican inquisitor Hochstraten, aided by the monks
of his Order, succeeded in persuading the Emperor Maximil-
ian to give an order that all the Jewish books (the Bible
excepted) should be burned. The reason alleged was, that
they were filled with blasphemies against Jesus Christ. This
was opposed by Reuchlin and other scholars, as a gross in-
justice. The emperor requested Reuchlin to examine the
books, The learned doctor did so, and indicated those that
came within the category of such books as the imperial order
contemplated. These met their fate; but such as contained

attacks upon Christianity were saved. This enraged the

minicans, who commenced a fierce war upon Reuchlin.
ey ventured to charge him with heresy, and quoted pas-
es from his writings to prove it. But the able professor
founded them, in 1513, in his “ Defence against his De-
stors in Cologne.,” Hochstraten assembled a tribunal at
yence against Reuchlin, and had his writings condemned
the flames. Reuchlin appealed to Pope Leo X. Leo,
> had no love for the monks, referred the matter to the
hop of Spires, who declared Reuchlin innocent, and con-
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demned the monks to pay the cost of the investigation. This
affair made a great noise in Italy, where men of learning,
as well as in Germany, almost universally took part with
Reuchlin.

V. The Letters of some Obscure Men.

‘Whilst the controversy between Reuchlin and the Domin-
icans was yet pending, the monks received a blow from
another quarter. Ulrich von Hiitten? took part strongly
with the learned doctor, for he was the mortal enemy of the
monks. To him has been attributed the famous satire which
appeared in 1516, entitled Epistole Obscurorum Virorum.#
But it appears that a friend of his, whom he had known at
the University, Crotus Robianus, and other Germans were
the real authors of this productien, although it is probable
that Hiitten had no small part in the matter.

In this work, Reunchlins adversaries, the monks,— the
pretended authors of these letters,—are made to discourse
of the current affairs of the day, and especlally of theological
matters, after their own fashion, and in their own barbarous
Latin. They address the silliest and most unmeaning ques-
tions to Eratius, their correspondent at Cologne. They

15 This Ulrich von Hiitten was no common man. He was sumamed the Demos~
thenes of Germany, on acoount of his philippics against pepery. He wasof a
noble family of Franconia, and was no less distinguished by his writings than by
hjs sword. He visited Italy in early life, and was present at the slege of Padua.
Nor were the abominations of Rome unknown to him. Upon his retarn to Ger-
many, he composed a work against Rome, in which he paints in the strongest
terms, the vices of that coust, and shows the necessity of putting an end by force,
to ber tyranny. ¢ There are,” says a traveller, Vadiseuns, who figures in that
work, ‘ three things one usually brings away with him from Rome: a bad con-
science, an impaired stomach, and an empty purse. There are three things which
Rome does not believe : the immortality of the soul, the resutrection of the dead,
and hell. There are three things of which Rome makes traffic: the grace of
Christ, ecclesiactical dignities, and women.” History of the Reformation in the Size
teenth Century, by Merle d’Aubigné. Vol. I., Chap. XI.

18 Letters of some Obscure Men.
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expose, in this way, their own gross ignorance, unbelief,
superstition, pride, fanatical zeal, and.vulgar and grovelling
spirit. Among other things,. they reveal the profligacy and
excesses of the chiefs of their party, and relate several scan-
dalous anecdotes of Hochstraten and Pfefferkorn. The mix-
ture of hypocrisy and sillinese in these Letters renders them
exceedingly comic; and yet so natural are they, that even
the Dominicans and Franciscans in England received them
@3 a genuine and faithful exhibition of the principles and
conduct of their Order.

Great was the indignation, however, of the monks in
Germany, when the work fell into their hands ; and great was
the delight of their enemies. The affair was soon carried to
the pope. But Leo refused to issue a bull against these
Letters, and the monks had to digest them as best they
could. This controversy, if such it'may be called, had some
influence in Italy in preparing the way for more important
things, .

VI. The Writings of the Reformers penetrate into Italy.

Luther published his Theses on the subject of Indul-
gences, in 1517 ; and within less than two years his writ-
ings had found their way into Italy, and were favorably
received by the learned. Frobenius, a celebrated publisher
at Basle, wrote to him, to say that he had recéived certain
treatises of his from Salmomius, a bookseller at Leipsic,
which he printed, and of which he had sent six hundred
copies into France and Spain, where, he was assured by his
friends, they were ‘read and approved.” He furthermore
stated that Calvus, a learned bookseller of Pavia, had car-
ried a great part of the edition inte Italy. Individuals in
other parts of that country wrote to their friends in Ger-

17 He in fact states that these writings were read md approved by the professors
in the Sorbonne, at Paris. .
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many, stating that the writings of Luther were read with
deep interest, even in Rome itself.

A German nobleman, of the name of Schenk, who was
residing at Venice as a monk, wrote to Spalatin, the chap-
lain of the Elector of Saxony, in the year 1520, that he had
read the writings of Luther, and that the copies which had
been carried to that city by the booksellers had found.a
rapid sale, and were read with great avidity. This Schenk
bad received a conimission from the Elector of Saxony, to
purchase relics in Italy for his new university at Wittemberg ;
the commission was now revoked, and the relics sent back,
the Elector having learned from Luther and his writings, the
vanity of these things. The person whom Schenk employed
to execute this commission was a young man of the name of
Vergerio, who afterwards became Bishop of Capo d’Istria,
and legate of the pope to the German princes; but who, in
the end, embraced the doctrines of the Reformation, and be-
came eminently instrumental in their diffusion in Italy.

Not only did the writings of Luther penetrate into Italy —
those of Melancthon, Zuingle, and Bucer were also carried
thither and widely circulated, notwithstanding all the bulls
issued from the Vatican against them. They were even read
in the pope’s own palace, and by some of the cardinsls.
Some of them were translated into Italian, and the titles so
modified that their authors were at first not recognized:
This was the case with Melancthon’s Common Places ; which
were printed at Venice, with this title: Da Messer Ippofilo
di Terra Negra.® Luther’s Preface to his Commentary on
the Epistle to the Romans, and his Treatise on Justification,
were translated and circulated for awhile as-the works of
Cardinal Fregoso. The worka of Zuingle were circulated

18 It is well known that Melancthan’s original name was Schwartzerd, which his
h-nun, hlin, d into Malancthon, which signifies in Greek, as Sdtwan
zard does in German, and Tmﬂe‘minlulnn, Yack earth.
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under the name of Coricius Cogelius. Bucer’s Commentary
on the Psalms was sold in Italy and France as the work of
Arettus Felinus, his own name and surname translated, the
former in Greek, and the latter in Latin.

There is reason to believe that many persons in Italy,
especially among the learned, not only discovered more
clearly than ever the errors of Rome, through the perusal of
the writings of the Reformers, but alse learned from them the
Truth “as it is in Jesus.” This is manifest from the spirit
of the letters of Egidio di Porta, an Augustinian monk, living
on Lake Como, addressed to Zuingle, and those of Baltasare
Fontana, a Carmelite monk of Locarno, addressed to the
Evangelical churches in Switzerland, as well as many
others. ’

VIL Study of the Scriptures.

Through the revival of letters in Italy, greater attention
began to be directed to sacred literature. This no doubt
contributed not a little to the spread of the Reformed doc-
trines in that country. Even in the 15th century, the study
of the Hebrew had made much progress; and the publication
of the Old Testament in that language shows that the minds
of scholars were beginning to be interested in the perusal of
the sacred velume. The Psalter in Hebrew was printed at
Soncing, by a Jewish bookselling house, in the year 1477,
and the whole Bible in 1488. One of the most distinguished
scholars that the world ever saw, was Giovanni Pico, who
died in 1494, in the thirty-second year of his age. Before
he was twenty-five, he had mastered twenty-two languages.
There are many things in his works which show that his
mind was imbued with true piety, and that he had a clearer
knowledge of the gospel than most men of his age. Indeed,
many of his sentiments were so evangelical that it is wonder-
ful that he was not condemned as & heretic — a fate which
he, in fact, narrowly escaped.
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In the latter part of the fifieenth century, and the begin-
ning of the sixteenth, we find a very laudable zeal manifested
by several persons in Italy, in the pursuit of oriental lan-
guages and oriental literature. For this purpose they pub-
lished quite a number of grammars, dictionaries, ahd .other
helps for the use of those who desired to engage in such
studies. Not only the Hebrew, but the Syriac, the Arabic,
the Chaldaic, and the Ethiopic, also, enlisted the application
of scholars. The Scriptures, or portions of them, in all
these languages were published. The Septuagint was issned
at Venice, by the Aldine™ press, in 1518. Erasmus had his
Greek Testament, accompanied with a Latin translation,
printed at Basle, in 1516. Both these works were much
circalated in Italy, and did much to diffuse among the learned
a knowledge of the Oracles of God. In the year 1527,
Sante Pagnini, of Lucca, published his Latin translation of
the whole Scriptures, which was received with great eager-
ness by the well educated, on account of the vast reputation
of the author, who had bestowed twenty-five years upon the
work. :

Not only were the Scriptures printed in the original lan-
guages and early versions, but valuable commentaries on
them appeared, the productions of gifted minds, which after-
wards were very powerful weapons in the hands of those
who labored to “diffuse the Reformed opinions in Italy.
These commentaries, written by men of high standing in the
Roman Catholic Church, and sanctioned by its highest
authorities, were continually appealed to in supporting those

19 The Aldine press, so famous for the excellent editions of the Latin, Italian, and
Greek classic authors, which issued from it, was, as is well known to scholars,
established in Venice, by Aldo Manuzio, a distinguished Italian scholar and printer,
about the year 1490. This printing establishment was carried on for more than a
century, by Aldo Manuzio the elder, his son Paolo, and his grandson Aldo. Nine
bundred and eight different editions issued from it. No other establishment of the
kind has ever been so celebrated.
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doctrines by the authority of the Word of God, rightly inter-
preted. *

It was by means of these studies that the minds of the
learned in Italy were prepared for taking a part in the ques-
tion of the Reformation. It is owing to this fact, that when
the Reformed doctrines spread in that country, there were
among those who embraced them, so many literary men, —
from those who, stood. high in the ranks of the hierarchy of

" Rome, down to the humblest order of monks, who lived in
secluded cloisters.

VII. Translation of the Scriptures into Italian.

But the knowledge of the Scriptures in the original and
kindred languages, though it might have been eminently
useful to the learned, could never avail for the benefit of the
people. It was necessary that the Word of God should be
translated, explained, and circulated in the vulgar tongue.
And it is an interesting fact, that the translation of the Sacred
‘Writings into the Italian language kept pace with the gradual
revival of letters in that country. As early even as the
middle of the thirteenth century, it has been asserted —
though it would seem on insufficient authority — that Jacopo
da Voragine, Bishop of Genoa, translated the Bible into the
vernacular language of Italy. Fragments of such transla-
tions were certainly published in the fourteenth century.
And as early as the year 1471, a version of the Scriptures,
by Nicolo Malermi, or Malerbi, was printed at Venice, and
is said to have gone through nine editions in that century,
and twelve in the succeeding. But a far better translation
appeared in the sixteenth century, that of Antonio Brucioli.

20 Not only were the ies of E circulated in Italy, but those of
Italian authors were widely read —such as those of Pietro Colonna, Laurentius
Valla, Cardinal Cajetan, Cardinal Sadoleti, Angostino Steuchi, Folengo, and Isi-

doro Clario. These authors display a great knowledge of the %nptures, and all
wrote with a simplicity which finely with the scholasti
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His New Testament was printed at Venice, for the first time,
in 1530, and the whole Bible two years later. A more accu-
rate edition appeared in 1541. So great was the success of
this translation, that other versions rapidly followed.2 This
led the Roman Catholics to publish translations of their own
in order to oppose those which they considered as favoring
the Protestant doctrines. Accordingly, those of Sante Mar-
mochini, Fra Zaccario, Massimo Teofilo, and Filippo Rusticio
successively appeared. The last-mentioned two were pub-
lished at a period considerably subsequent to the others, and
contain many excellent remarks in their prefatory and sub-
joined discourses, on the subject of reading the Scriptures in
the vulgar tongues.

IX. Circumstances which favored the Entrance of the New
Optnions tnto Italy.

Nothing contributed more to the introduction of the Re-
formed opinions into Italy, and their diffusion there, than the
increased intercourse between that country and Germany.
Not only did the passing of merchants from one country to
the other facilitate their entrance, but the great increase of
travelling had the same effects By these means, books from
Protestant countries in Germany and Switzerland, as we
have already seen, continually found their way into Italy,
and generally fell into right hands, that is, into the hands of
those who- desired to possess them. Furthermore, Italian
youth began to frequent the German universities, and some
even went to Wittemberg and heard the great Reformer him-
self. These, of course, were likely to return to Italy with
minds imbued with the new opinions. Nor should it be

21 Brucioli’s translation is now exceedingly rare and difficult to be found. There
is, bowever, a copy of the New Testament, published in 1530, in the Royal Library
atBerlin. And there is a copy of the whole Bible, published in 1541, in the library
of Alfred Hennen, Esq., of New Orleans.



48 ENTRANCE OF THE REFORMATION.

omitted in this enumeration of opportunities by which Truth
found its way into Italy from Germany and Switzerland,
that something was accomplished by epistolary correspond-
ence. Many of those who embraced the Reformation in
those countries had friends south of the Alps, to whom they
wrote freely and fully on this all-engrossing subject.

Nor must we forget to say a word respecting the influence
of the wars which the Emperor of Germany, Charles V.,
carried on in the early part of the sixteenth century, first
with Francis I, King of France, and afterwards with his
own former ally, Pope Clement VII. In the armies of
Charles V., there were many Protestants from Germany;
whilst in those of his rival, Francis I, were not a few
Protestant Swiss. These men, with the freedom peculiar to
soldiers, spoke openly of the Reformation, and compared the
simple and scriptural doctrines of the Reformers with the
absurd and debasing superstitions of the Italians. They
contrasted the humility and poverty of Luther and the other
preachers of the new religion ; the purity of their lives, their
beneficence, their charity, their untiring devotion to the best
interest of the people; with the sumptuous and luxurious
living of the cardinals and other dignitaries of the Romish
Church; the ignorance, the insolence, the indolence, and the
vices of the priests and monks. These remarks they did
not hesitate to make to the Italians, upon whom they were
quartered, or with whom they came in contact in any other
manner.

Nor should we wonder that these conversations produced
effect upon the Italians. They had too much proof of the
truth of the charges brought against their priests, not to feel
their force. And in addition, they had before their eyes the
angry manifestoes which the pope and the emperor pub-
lished against each other. For, previously to this war, and
during its continuance, the successor of St. Peter and the
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“First Son of the Church,” hurled bulls and proclamations
at each other in no stinted measure, to the great scandal of
all the faithful, and, indeed, to the grief of every sincere
Christian. Clement charged the emperor with indifference
to religion, and complained of his having enacted many laws
in various portions of his wide dominions hostile to the
Charch, and derogatory to the honor of the Holy See. "And
Charles recriminated by charging the pope with being the
cause of the wars by which Europe had long been desolated,
aend even accused him of doing this in order to evadé the
question of reforming the abuses existing in the Church,
which was so earnestly pressed upon him from every quarter.

'With such scandal in high places before’ their eyes, it is
not strange that the attachment of the Italians to fheir rell-
gion should, for a season, at least, become weakened ; nor that
the Protestant German soldiers whe were in Charles’s army,
should speak and act with great boldness. Of this they gave
many striking proofs, In order effeetually to punish the
audacious pontiff, the emperor advanced his armies to the
walls of Rome, took the holy city, gave it up to his soldiers
to pillage, and compelled the pope, — shut up in the Castle of
St. Angelo,—to surrender at discretion. During that period
of interregnum in the papacy, if we may so call it, whilst
Clement was shut up in the castle as a prisoner, the Ger-
man soldiers, one day, took ome of their number, a man of
the name of Griinwald, remarksble for his noble countenance
and lofty bearing, and having attired him like the pope, they
put him on a richly caparisoned horse, and placed a triple
crown upon his head. Others were arrayed like cardinals,
bishops, friars, &c.; and a procession was formed, which was
followed by a vast concourse of the people. It moved through
all the principal streets of Rome, the mock-pope stopping in
front of the houses where the cardinals were confined, and
blessing the people, after the peculiar manner of the pope.

5 .
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Arriving at length at the Castle of St. Angelo, he drank to the
safe custody of his holiness. He then administered an ocath
te his own cardinals, binding them to yield due obedience to the
emperor, and not to disturb the peace of the state by their
intrigues, but, as became them, according to the precepts of
their heavenly Master, to be subject to the civil powers. Af-
ter having made a speech, in which he rehearsed the crimes
of which the popes had been guilty, and extolled the emperor
a8 an instrument whom God had raised up for their chastise~
ment, the pretended pontiff promised to make over. all his gu-
- thority to Luther, in order that he might purify the Church
of the corruptions with which it was infected, and refit the
ship of St. Peter, which had so long been the sport of the
winds and the waves, whilst the sacrilegious crew were engaged
in drinking and debauchery. He then called upon all the
soldiers to take an oath for the accomplishment of these good
enterprises. Whereupon, all lifted up their hands, and shout-
ed, “Long live Pope Luther! ILong live. Pope Luther!”
All this took place under the eye of Clement VIL

.- There seemed to be little commiseration felt any where for
the fallen pope. All appeared to think that his misfortunes
“were the just judgments of God for the sins of the times,
and especially for his own amazing folly in provokmg a war
to which he was wholly unequal. .

X. Need qfa Refwmatzonﬂltby:omawmm the Va«ttcan

Nor were there wanting men, high in rank in the Roman
hierarchy itself, who had the courage to utter powerful truths
even before the pope and cardinals. A remarkable instance
of this occurred at the first meeting of the Apostolical Rota,®

22 The Rots, or Rota Romana, is the highest papal court of appeals. It eonsists
of twelve members ; and holds a session twice a week. It derives its name, (which
signifies a wheel,} according to some, from the fact that the room in the pope's pal-
sce in which this court meets, has a fisor which is laid with niarbie slabs in the
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held after"Rome was delivered from the army of Charles V.
‘On that occasion, Staphylo, Bishop of Sibari, made a speech,
“in which he attributed the devastations which had taken
place to the judgments of heaven, inflicted upon the city be-
_ cause of its wickedness; and applied to Rome the striking
Ianguage which the prophet Isaiah addresses to Jerusalem.®
Still more; he pronounced Rome to be the Babylon of the
Apocalypse : the “ woman sitting on many waters,” “full of
mames of blasphemy, the mother of uncleanness, fornications,
and abominations of the earth.” No Protestant has ever

- used stropger terms respecting Rome, ‘than this prelate did

on that oecasion.

We have endeavored to state the eauses which prepared
the way for the spread of the Reformed opinions in Italy, as
well as the circumstances which may be considered as having
been favorable to their dissemination. We shall see, when
we come to trace its” progress, which we now propose to do,
that the Reformation had not only many isolated friends, but
that in some places these not only held meetings for worship
in private houses, but also in chapels and other buildings of
the nature of churches. And, for a few years, the prospects
of the Reformation in Italy were in the highest degree en-
eouraging. How these cheering prospects wére suddenly
blasted and utterly destroyed, we shall show in its proper
place. - : "

shape of a wheel. According to some, itis so db , in ancient Rome, a
round public building stood on the spot where this tribunal was first established.
Other supreme courts, as, for example, that of Genoa, have borne the same
name,

33 Chapter L., verse 10.




CHAPTER I
PROGRESS OF THE REFORMATION IN ITALY.

It is natural to suppose that the Reformed opinions, im
spreading in Italy, would beeome first known and mast
widely disseminated in the northern portions, owing to their
contiguity to Switzerland and Germany, the countries of
Zuingle, Bucer, (Ecolampadius, Luther, and Melancthon,
And such, history teaches us, was the fact. We shall, there<
fore, follow a geographical order, in relating the progress of
the Reformation in Italy, beginning at the north. We do
this the more willingly, inasmuch as this order is almost a8
much thatof time as it is that of place.

L. Progress Qf; the Reformation in Venice.

In no part of Italy was there so much liberty of religioua
opinion, as in Venice, at the epoch of the Reformation. That,
sea-girt city was the head of a powerful commercial republic,
whose ships did business in all seas, and whose trade ex-
tended to almost every seaport in the civilized world. The
rich and proud aristoeracy, in whose hands the government
ever was, were sufficiently enlightened to possess a spirit of
‘toleration far beyond that which characterized the age, Ex-
tensive intercourse with the world always generates more or
less of such a spirit.

The senate of Venice, in order to attract foreign merchants
to their city, had from the earliest period, conceded a more
than ordinary freedom of thought and speech. Among the
strangers who visited their port, were members of the several




VENICE. - 58

oriental churches which had separated from Rome,— the
Greek, the Arminian, the Syrian, the Nestorian. And
though Venice was thoroughly Roman Catholic, she was
always jealous of the ambitious and encroaching spirit of
Rome. The establishment of the Inquisition within her ter-
ritories had never been allowed ; nor was she ready to permit
the publication and circalation of the decrees of the Vatiean,
unlees they first met her approbation. In fact, the - Republic
of Venice, among Roman Catholic governments, in point of
liberal policy in relation to religion, somewhat resembled that
of Holland among the Protestant states. She was distin-
guished, too, for the number of her printing presses, and
became the mart of a great book trade. Nor was this item
in her commerce an inconsiderable one.

From these considerations the reader will readily infer
that Venice was likely to be one of the first cities in Italy in
which the Reformed doctrines would receive a lodgment.
Accordingly we find, as has already been stated, that the writ-
ings of the Swiss and German Reformers, were early carried
to that city, and not only circulated there, but spread thence
to other points in almost every part of Italy. In the year
1528, Luther speaks in a letter to a friend, of the great joy
which he had in hearing that the Venetians were receiving
the Word of God. A learned man in that city, ef the name
of Zeigler, was his warm friend, and did much to advance his
doctrines. His adopted brother, Theodore Veit, was sent by
him to Wittemberg, and was for some time the amanuensis
of Luther; and through him the Reformer learned much
from time to time, of the progress of the Truth in Italy.

Those who were most active in promoting the Reformed
doctrines at Vemice, were Pietro Carnesecchi, Baldo Lupe-
tino, and Baltassare Altieri. The first and second received,
as we shall see, the crown of martyrdom. The last named

5 :
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was awhile secretary of the English ambasgader, and after-
wards-agent of the Protestant princes of Germany, and had it
in his power, owing to his official station, to do much for the
«ause of truth in Italy. A relative of Lupetine, Matteo
Flacio; went .into Germany, and became very famous there
for the part he took in the disputes which unhappily oecurred
in the Lutheran Church, as well as for his learned writings. ¥

Another friend of the gospel in Venice, was Lucio Paalo
Rosselli, who, upon a report being circulated in Italy that
Melancthon had made improper concessioss to the Boman
‘pontiff, wrote the Reformer a noble letter; in which he unses
‘the following language: ¢In this cause you ought to regard
meither emperor nor pope, nor any other mortal, but the iza-
mortal God only. If there be any truth in what the Papists
-circulate about you, the worst consequenceg must acerué to
the gospel, and to those who have been led to embrace it
through your instrumentality and that of Luther. Be assured,
that all Italy waits with anxiety for the zesult of your assem-
bly. at Augsburg. Whatever is determined by it will be em-
braced by Christians in other countries through the authority
-of the emperor. It behooves you and ethers, who are there
for the purpose of defending the gospel, to be firm, and not
to suffer yourselves to be either frightened from the standard
of Christ by threats, or drawn from it by entreaties and
‘promises. I implore and obtest you, as the head and leader
-of the whole evangelical army, to regard the salvation of
every individual. Though you should be called to suffer
death for the glory of Christ, fear not, I beseech you; it is
better to die with honor than to live in disgrace. You shall

94 He ia known usually in ecclesiastical history, by the name of Matthpus Flacias
‘fllyricus, and was the chief compiler of the Centurie Magdeburgenses, and of the
Catalogus Testium Veritatis. He wrote the Clavis Sacra Seripture, and an account
-of his own life, under the title of Historia Acti et Ce inwm, which contains
imany interesting anecdotes of his time.
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seeure & glorious triumph from Jesus Christ, if you deferd
his righteous cause; and, in doing this, you may depend.on
the aid of ‘the prayers and supplications of many, who, day
and night, entreat Almighty God to prosper the cause of the
gospel, and to preserve you and its other champions, through
the blood of his Son. Farewell, and desert not thecauseof
Christ. *

So great was the progress of the Truth in Venice, between
the years 1530 and 1542, that the friends of evangelical doc-
trine, who had held their meetings in private, began to delib-
erate on the propriety of organizing themselves into regular
oongregations, and of assembling in public. .And as séveral
of the senators were known to be favorably disposed, hopes
were entertained that the government would give its sanction
to this measure. So much was this the case, that Melancthon
was induced to address a letter to the senate, urging them to
espouse the cause of the Reformation. Had they dore so,
Venice would have become Protestant without doubt. Had
such an event occurred, how different might have been her
history, as well as that of some other portions of taly!

Not only did the gospel gain ground in the metropolis ; it
spread also in many cities of the Venetian territories. In
Padua, many students and some of the professors of the Uni-
versity, then very celebrated for its medicel school, embraced
the Truth. There were converts at Verona and Brescia,
whilst the Bishop of Bergamo, Vittore Soranzo, was entirely
friendly to the evangelical doctrine. But the Reformation
spread most in Vicenza and Treviso, and their immediate
vicinity. The magistrates of those eities were favorable to
the movement, or at least winked at it; as is evident from °
the many letters addressed to them from the pope during

25 Calestini Act. Commit. August. tom. ii., f. 274. — As quoted in Dr. McCrie’s
Hist. of the Reformation in Italy.
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e than ten years. In 1542, when the heavy hand of per-
tion was beginning to be felt by the followers of the
el in Venice, Vicenza, and Treviso, Altieri, in their
e, addressed a letter to Luther, begging him to pray the
testant princes of Germany to use their influence with
Republic to grant a cessation from violence ; at least, until
neral council was called for settling all the questions
:erning reform.

II. Spread of the Reformation in Milan.

he then Duchy of Milan was in a favorable state for
iving the Reformation. The people were not ignorant of
long resistance which that diocese had made to the arre-
claims of the bishops of Rome, during the first ten cen-
8. They were not unacquainted with the doctrines of
‘Waldenses, in Piedmont, on their borders. And, their
try touching Switzerland, the writings of Zuingle and
er had not only gained an early entrance into it, but also
nsiderable diffusion. As this duchy had been occupied
he troops of Charles V. and Francis I, alternately, the
sestant soldiers in each army had spread extensively the
rines of the Reformers among the people. Owing to
3 various causes, the new opinions had gained much
nd among the Milanese before the year 1540. The most
nguished propagator of the evangelical faith, was one
> Secundo Curio, whose career was altogether more
wkable than that of any of those who embraced the Re-
ation in Italy. He was born in Turin, in the year 1503,
was the youngest of twenty-three children. In his early
b he lost his father, who bequeathed to him the best of
ses, a copy of the Scriptures, beautifully bound. The
ing of the sacred volume had a great effect upon his
L In his twentieth year he got hold of the writings of
Reformers, which established him in the faith of the
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gospel.  Determining to visit Germany, with two - othey
young men, he was arrested on the borders of Italy, and put
in prisan. Through the solicitations of his friends he was
released and placed in the priory of St. Benigno, whence he
had to fly, on account of his efforts to instruct the monks in
the evangelieal doctrine, and especially for having abstracted
some relics from a box on the altar of the chapel, and placed
& Bible in their stead. Having returned to Turin, he was
thrown into prison for heresy, and his feet made fast in the
stocks. By stratagem he¢ extricated himself from the fetters,
and escaping from his imprisonment, took refuge in the
Duchy of Milan, where he had sometime before married into
a powerful family. For three years he gave lectures, with
great popularity, in the University of Pavia, and was every
day guarded, by a company of soldiers, from the attempts of
the Inquisitors, who had orders from Rome to arrest him.
At last, when the pope threatened the senate of Pavia with
excommunication if he was not delivered up, he retired to
Venice, whence he removed to Ferrara. His labors, during
his stay with the Milanese, did much to spread the Truth
among them.
IIL Tke Reformation gains ground in Mantua.

The evangelical doctrine early found friends in Mantua,
which produced so many able men in the sixteenth cen~
tury. Among these was a pious and liberal Benedictine, of
the name of Gianbattista Folengo. Cardinal Gonzaga, the
Bishop of Mantua, also favored the Truth, and for doing so
was geverely reprehended by the pope. Paul IIL, as late
88 1545, addressed him an earnest epistle, exhorting him to_
gbow more zeal in extirpating the heresy which he regretted
to hear had long nestled in that ancient city and its territory,
and which had found advocates among certain of the clergy,
secular and regular, as well as among artisans and othexr
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common people. The bishop is exhorted to seek out all such,
bring them to trial, and to inflict torture, if necessary; and
after having brought the trials to definitive sentence, to trans-
mit the whole in a proper shape to Rome, for ultimate judgs
ment. The reigning duke, it ought to be mentioned, for
protecting his subjects from this cruel edict, incurred the
great displeasure of his Holiness.

- In the neighboring city of Cremona, as well as the more
distant Genoa, there were those who had received the
Protestant doctrines, and met in private houses for the wor-
ship of God. -

IV. The Truth enters Locarno.

. This ILittle city was the capital of a small province of the
same name, on Lake Maggiore, which had been given, with
three other provinces, by the Duke of Milan, in the year
1518, to the Swiss- cantons, for the military aid they had
rendered him, and was governed by a prefect, whom the can-
tons sent by turns, every two years. At present, Locarno,
with the bailiwicks, or previnces just referred to, belongs to
the Canton of Ticino. A

As early as 1526, the Reformed opinions were introduced
into Locarno by Baltassare Fontana. But the number of
converts was small for several years, as we learn from a
letter of his to Zuingle. Twenty years later, the Truth
began to gain ground more rapidly, through the labors of
Benedetto Locarno, who returned to his native place in the
year 1546, after having preached the gospel in various places
in Italy and Sicily. Nor did he labor alone. He was aided
by ‘Giovanni Beccaria, who is commonly called the apostle of
Locarno, who had come to the kmowledge of the errors of
Rome and of the truths of the gospel by the reading of the
Scriptures. Besides these, there were four others who were
active in the good work, — Ludovico Runco, a citizen; Tad«
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deo de Dunis, a physician; Martino de Muralto, a lawyer,
and Varnerio Castiglione. In the course of four years, the
Protestants of Locarno had so increased that they had a
numerous church, which was regularly organized, and had
the sacraments administered by a pastor whom they had
called from the church at Chiavenna. The. priests of Rome
tried in vain to stay the progress of the gospel in this city
and its vicinity.
V. The Reformation spreads at Capa d’Istria.

The doctrines of the Reformation were long in penetrating
into Istria, which is a peninsular district on the Adriatic sea,
then under the government of the Venetian republic. But
its progress, when a commencement had been made, was
rapid. The chief instruments in the good work were two
brothers, Pierpaolo Vergerio, and his brother Gianbattista, .
both bishops of the Roman Catholic Church, and the former
a legate of popes Clement VIL and Paul III., to the Ger-
man princes. It was in Germany that his mind first received
# bias in faver of the Protestant religion. Upon his return
te Italy he was made a bishop, and appointed to the diocese of
Capo &’Istria, his native place. There he set about writing
a work against the Reformation, in order to remove the sus-
picions which he learned were entertained at Rome, of his
inclination to the new opinions. Whilst writing this work
his mind became fully convinced of their truth. His posi-
tion now became extremely difficult. He consulted his
brother, who was also a bishop in the same province of Istria.
Nor was it long until he also embraced the Reformed doc-
trine. The two brothers, thenceforward, as long as they
were permitted to retain their dioceses, labored most dili-
gently, yet with all possible prudence, to diffuse them among
the people of their respective charges. Nor did they labor
in vain. Vast numbers became enlightened in the gespel
throughout all Istria. ‘
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VL  Progress of tl;c Reformation at Ferrara.

In many respects, the history of the spread of the evan-
gelical opinions at Ferrara is the most interesting portion of
any work which treats of the Reformation in Italy.

"Under the government of its dukes, of the illustrious house
of Este, this city had long vied with Florence in the encour-
agement which it gave to learning and the fine arts. Situ-
ated in a plain, monotonous, and insalubrious country, in
the Valley of the Po, its natural advantages never could
compare with those of Florence, or even Bologna. But
what was wanting in this respect, was compensated by the
superior wisdom and paternal spirit of several of the dukes
of that house, who took delight in having learned men at
their court. In the year 1527, Ercole, (or Hercules, as he
is more commonly called by English writers,) Duke of Fer-
rara, married the celebrated Renée, or Renata, of France.
This excellent princess had become instructed in the evan-
gelical doctrine before she left her native land, and gave
“decided evidence that her heart was deeply interested in it.
It was under her auspices, that, for several years, Ferrara
was a Oity of Refuge, if we may so speak, to unfortunate
scholars, and to persecuted Protestants, not only of France
but also of Italy. John Calvin spent some time at the court
of Ferrara, in his younger years, under the assumed name of
Charles Heppeville, and was the instrument of confirming
the duchess in the doctrines of the Reformation. And
almost all the distinguished Protestants of Italy visited Fer-
rara, at one period or other, and passed more or less time
there. Among those whom we may mention here, were
Fulvio Peregrino Morata, from Mantua, the father of the
celebrated Olympia Morata, of whom we shall speak more
fully hereafter, and Celio Secundo Curio, of Turm, of whom
we have spoken alieady.
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Most of the distinguished Protestants who spent a consid-
erable length of time at Ferrara, were either connected with
the University, which was then in the zenith of its fame, or
employed as tutors in the family of the Duke.

It is not possible to ascertain the number of those in
Ferrara who embraced the new opinions, or whether they
worshipped in public, in churches or chapels, or held their
assemblies in private houses. The latter is most likely to
have been the case. It would seem that there were some-
times several Protestant preachers among those, who, in this
city, received the true gospel, and professed it more o less
openly. Whatever was the extent to which the Reformed
opinions gained ground at Ferrara, it is certain that it was
owing to the decided pat.ronage and encouragement of the
Duchess Renée.

This distinguished woman was the second daughter of
Louis XII., who may be pronounced, on many accounts, one
of the best monarchs France has ever had ; who, when urged
to renew the crusades against the poor Waldenses, in Dau-
phiny, refused to do it, saying: « They are better Christians
than we are” She was born at Blois, in the year 1510.
Her mother was Anne, of Brittany, widow of Charles VIIL
Scarcely had she reached the age of three years when she
lost her mother, and at five she lost her father. She then
had to depend upon the care of her brother-in-law, Francis 1.,
who ascended the threne in 1515, At an early age she was
affianced to one prince and then another, as policy dictated ;
first to Ferdinand of Austria; then to Charles (afterwards
Charles V. Emperor of Germany) ; then to the king of Eng-
land ; then to Joachim, Marquis of Brandenburg; and lastly
to Ercole]J., Duke of Ferrara, whom, as we have stated,
she married in 1527.

History informs us that this lady had few claims on the
score of personal beauty. But she possessed what was far

6
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more valuable — a strong intellect, & eound judgment, and
great nobleness of soul, united with much tendernegs of heart,
and a remarkably amiable spirit. At an early age, she dis-
played a striking fondness for those studies which are of an
ennobling character. She became quite proficient in the ex-
act as well as in the moral sciences. She was well acquaint-
ed with the Latin and Greek languages. And she spoke
Italian with the same purity and elegance that she did the
French.

Such a woman was Renée 'of France, whom God raised
up to protect, for a season, the persecuted Protestants in
Italy ; and then, when her enemies had rendered it impossi-
ble for her to give further aid to the bleeding and prostrate
cause of Truth in that country, she was permitted to return
to her native land, and there offer an asylum to such of the
poor persecuted Protestants of France as gathered around
the walls of the Castle in which she spent her declining
years. : ~ -

It was the misfortune of this exeellent woman to be mar-
ried to a man every way unworthy of her. Ercole I. was
abigoted Roman Catholic; a man of little spirit,— who not-
withstanding the injuries and indignities which Rome had
heaped upon his father, who was obliged to wander for years
as an exile, and serve in foreign armies as a soldier, in order
to sustain existence, and when he recovered his estates was
compelled to do it by asking pardon of the infamous Alexan-
der VI, and by marrying his worthless daughter, Lucretia
Borgia,— was ever ready to cringe at the feet of the reign-
ing pontiff. Indeed, he had neither the desire nor the ability
to extricate his neck from the yoke which his house had so
long worn. During the first years of his marriage, he
seemed to have some affection for his excellent wife. But
after the death of his father, and his own accession to the
ducal throne, it began to be manifest that he cared little for




" PROGRESS IN MODENA. 3

her. He complied with the first solicitation to enter into a
league with the emperor and the pope, by which he bound
himself to remove from his court all the French who were
suspected of heresy. Soon afterwards he went further, and
used all the influence he had with his wife, to persuade her
to renounce the Protestant religion, and return to the bosom
of the Roman Catholic Church. In the sequel, it will be
seen to what lengths he went in this base and unmanly course.
For the present, we must leave him and the state of things
at Ferrara, to proceed with our notices of other places.

VII. Progress of the Reformation in Modena.

At this epoch, the Academy of Modena had attained to
great repute. And it appears from the statements in Tira-
boschi’s Biblioteca Modenese, that the Reformed opinions
early found friends among the members of that learned body,
and that they entered freely into disputes with the priests
and monks of the city, for whom they had the utmost con~
tempt. Anonymous publications containing evangelical doc-
trines, began to be printed and privately circulated; but
were soon discovered by the Inquisitors, and burnt. In the
year 1540, Paolo Ricio came to Modena, and gave a great
impulse to the cause of Truth, which continued long after his
defection from the gospel. In the course of the same year,
the celebrated Ochino came to Modena, and was for a few
weeks heard with great interest. But he could not be in-
duced to make a protracted stay. He preached in the
churches of the city, for he had not yet left the Romish
Church.

And although it is impossible to say how many persons in
Modena embraced the doctrines of the Reformers, it is cer-
tain that those who were favorable to them were quite nu-
merous about the year 1542.
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VIIL. Spread of the Evangelical Doctrine in Florence.

The capital of Tuscany became greatly distinguished after
the commencement of the era of the revival of letters. Its
university far excelled all others in the number of its scholars,.
and the encouragement which it gave to the fine arts. The
celebrated family of the Medici had expended vast sums in
adorning and- exalting their native city, and had finished by
overthrowing its liberties. It might well be supposed that
the luxuriousness of the great, combined with the ignorance
and bigotry of the masses, ever under the influence of a
numerous train of priests and monks, would interpose insur-
mountable barriers to the progress of the evangelical doctrine
in Florence. Yet there is abundant evidence that the good
seed of the Reformation was widely sown in that city as
early as the year 1525. It is a singular fact, that the Sacred
Scriptures were translated into Italian by no less than three na-
tives of Florence about this period. ® This shows conclusively
that the Word of God was in considerable demand in Tuscany.

One of these authors was the excellent Antonio Brucioli,
whom we have referred to in a preceding chapter of this
work. No man in Italy probably rendered such important
services to the cause of the Reformation as he did through
his numerous writings, and especially his translation of the
Sacred Scriptures, and his commentaries upon them. In the
early part of his life, he was a distinguished member of the
Platonic Academy in Florence. And being ardently attached
to popular liberty, he embarked in a conspiracy to expel the
Medici. But the project having been discovered, he was
obliged to fly. After spending some time in Venice, he
travelled in France and Germany. Applying himself to the
study of Hebrew, he became distinguished for his knowledge
of that language. In the year 1527, he returned to Florence
after an absence of five years. But he was arrested and

2 Brucioli, Marmochini, and Teofilo.
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thrown into prison, on a charge of heresys and condemned
to banishment for two years. He retired to Venice agam,
and there spent the remainder of his life, engaged in literary
labors. For some years he was chiefly employed as s cor-
rector of the press. At length he and his brothers, or as
some say, his cousins, Francesco and Alessandro Brucioli,
succeeded in establishing a printing-office of their own.
From 1530 to 1556, the probable epoch of his death, he
published many of his own works, including translations of
the classics. Besides his verzion of the Scriptures, he wrote
& commentary on the whole Bible, extending to seven vol-
umes in folio, a work of great value, and abounding in evan-
gelical views. No other writer of his time did so much for
the cause of Truth in his native country as he did. All his
publications were put in the Index of Forbidden Books. It
is certain that his transhation of the Blble exerteda grest
influence in Italy.

IX. Spread of the Reformation ¥n the States of the Church.

The Reformation found friends in several parts of the
pope’s own dominions. In no city in all Italy did the Fruth
spread more rapidly or more éxtensively than in BoLocNa,
which, in the sixteenth century, as at present, belonged to the
kingdom of the pope. In this fine city is the oldest univer-
sity in Italy; it is perhaps the oldest in the world. And at
the period of the Reformation, many of its members were
evidently interested in. its doctrines. John Mollio, a native
of Montalcino, a city in the territory of Sienna, was the
principal instrument, under God, of promoting a knowledge
of the gospel at Balogna. He had belonged to the Oxder of
Minorites, and by a careful study of the Scriptures and the
perusal of the works: of the Reformers, had come to the
knowledge of the “truth as it is in Jesus,” which his talents
erabled him to commend in an eloguent manner as a pro-

6*
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fessor and a preacher. Afier having acquired great celebrity
in the universities of Brescia, Milan, and Pavia, he came: to
Bologna about the year 1538. There the plain manner in
which he taught the doctrine-of justification by faith, in his
lectures on the epistles of St. Paul, gave offence to some.
Ultimately he was commanded by the pope to desist from
teaching that doctrine; but, continuing to do so, he  was
removed by his Holiness’ order, from his chair as professor
in the University.

That the doctrines of the Reformation had made great
progress at Bologna, is manifest from a letter from some
persons in that city, addressed to John Planitz, ambassador
from the elector of Saxony to Charles V., who was then in.
Italy, from which we give an interesting extract. .After
having alluded to the report that he had been sent to treat
with the ‘emperor on the subject of convoking a general
council to reform the abuses of the Church, they go on to
say: “If this be true, as'we trust it is, then we offer oar
thanks to you all — to you, for visiting this Babylonian land —
to Germany, for demanding a council — and especially to
your evangelical prince, who has undertaken the defence: of
the gospel and of all the faithful, with such ardor, that, not
content with restoring the grace and liberty of Christ to his
native Saxony and to Germany, he seeks to extend the same
blessings to England, France, Spain, Italy, and the churches
in every other country. We are quite aware that it is a
matter of small consequence to you whether a council be
assembled or net, seeing you have already, as becomes stren-
uous and faithful Christians, thrown off the tyrannical yoke
of Antichrist, and assérted your right to the sacred privileges
of the free kingdom of Jesus Christ; so that you every’
where read, write, and preach at your pleasure, without.any
other restraint than the apostolic rule, that the spirits of the
prophets be subject to the judgment of the prophets who
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mutually teach and hear. We are aware, also, that it gives
you no uneasiness to know that you are loaded in foreign
countries with the heavy charge of heresy; but that, on the
contrary, you esteem it matter of joy and eternal gloriation
to be the first to suffer reproaches, imprisonment, and fire and
sword, for the ndme of Jesus. It is therefore plain to us,
that, in urging the convocation of such a synod; you do not
look to the advantage of the Germans, but that, obeying the
apostolical injunction, you seek the advantage and salvation of
other nations. On this account, all Christians profess them-
selves under the deepest obligations te you, and especially we
of Italy, who, in proportion to our proximity to the tyran-
nical court, (alas! we cherish the tyrant in our bosom,) are
bound to give thanks for the divine blessing of your liberation.
‘We beseech and obtest you, by the faith of Christ, (though
you are sufficiently disposed to this already, and need not our
admonitions,) to employ every means in your power with the
religious emperor, and to leave no stone unturned to obtain
this most desirable and necessary assembly, in which you can
scarcely fail to succeed ; as his gentle and gracious majesty
knows that this is desired, demanded, expected, and loudly
called for by the most pious, learned, and honorable men in
the most illustrious cities of Italy, and even in Rome itself;
many of whom, we have no doubt, will flock to you, as soon
as they shall learn that this is the object of your embassy.
In fine, we bope that this will be willingly granted, as a
thing most reasonable in itself, and consonant to the constitu-
tions of the Apostles and Holy Fathers, that Christians shall
have liberty-to examine one another’s confessions, since the
just live not by the faith of others, but by their own, other-
wise faith is not faith; nor can that persuasion which is not
divinely produced in the heart be properly called persuasion,
but rather a violent and forced impulse, which the simplest
and most ignorant must perceive to be utterly unavailing to
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salvation. But if the malice of Satan still rages, to such a
degree that this boon cannot be immediately obtained, liberty
will surely be granted in the mean time both:to clergy and
haity, to purchase Bibles without incurring. the charge of
heresy, and to quote the sayings of Christ or Paul, without
being branded as Lutherans. For, alas! instances of this
abominable* practice are eommon; and if this is not a mark
of the reign of Antichrist, we know not what it is, when the
law, and grice, and doctrine, and peace, and Liberty of Christ,
are so openly opposed, trampled upon, and rejected.” ¥

The number of persons favorable to Protestantism in Bo-
Togna long continied to be great. In 1545, Baltassare Altieri
wrote to a friend in Germany, that a nobleman in that city
was ready to raise six thousand seldiers in favor of the evan-
gelical party, if it should be necessary to make war against
the pope. ®

The Reformation never made much progress in ANCONA,
a city situated on the Adriatic- coast, and within the pope’s
‘domrimions.  Yet there were some in that place who embraced
the evangelical faith. .Among them was Matteo Gentilis, &
physician, and his two sons. He was soon compelled to quit
his native land, on account of the change in his religion, and
find shelter in a foreign country. He took refuge in Carniols,
where he continued to follow his profession. His elder som,
Alberie, went to England, and was made a professor of Laws
at Oxford. * His younger son, - Scipio, held the same post at
Altorf, in Switzerland. He was distinguished, also, as a
scholar and & critic.

At FarNza and IMoLA, both of which are in the Estates
of the Church, or that part of Italy which acknowledges the
popes as temporal sovereigns, were found persons nho rejoiced

2 Seckendorf, lib. iii. pp. 68, 69, as quoted by Dr. McCrie, in his History of _the
Reformation in Lialy.

28 Ibid.
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in the doctrines of the Reformers, and were ready to avow
them. Nor were there wanting those even in Rome itself,
who approved of the Refarmed opinions, and who secretly
held them.

X. Progress of the Reformed Doctrine at Lucca, Pua, and
Stenna.

Very many persons at Lucca embraced the evangelical
doctrines. This was greatly owing to the labors of Martire,
commonly called Martyr, who gathered a church there, to
which he officiated as pastor. The climate of Naples had
not permitted him to continue his labors im that great city.
Upon his coming to Lucca, he formed a college, and employed
several able professors, who were lovers of divine truth,
among whom were Paoclo Lacisio, Celso Martinengho, and
Emmanuel Tremellio. A great blessing attended the in-
structions of these learned and pious men.

At Pisa, the Truth made great progress, and, in the yea.r
1543, the Protestants formed themselves into a church, and
had the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper celecbrated among
them.. The Pisans received the knowledge of the evangel-
ical Faith from the Christians of Lucca.

There were also many converts to the gospel at SIENNA,
through the labors of Ochino, who was a native of that city,
and often visited it in his preaching tours. But it was to
Aonio Paleario, a native of Campagna di Roma, that the
Siennese were mainly indebted for the knowledge of the
doctrines of the Reformation. He was a teacher of philos-
ophy and belles lettres in that city, as well as a preacher of
righteousness. He gave great offence by his remarks re-
specting the ignorant and vain priests, whose hypocrisy he
exposed in the severest terms. But his work entitled: JU
Beneficio di Christo,® gave the greatest offence of all.

' 29 Benefit of the Death of Christ.
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And although he made a triumphant defence of himself be-
fore the senate of Sienna, he was, soon afterwards, compelled
to quit that city ; and ultimately met the fate of a martyr.

XI. Progress of the Reformation in the Kingdom of the
Two Sicilies.

At the time of which we are writing, what is now the
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies was not yet formed; but the
southern part of Italy and the Island of Sicily belonged to
8pain, and were governed by viceroys appointed by Charles V.
Even into these distant provinces did the doctrines of the
glorious Reformation penetrate. As to Calabria, or the
southern extremity of the Italian peninsula, the reader may
remember that we have spoken of a colony of Vaudois or
Waldenses, from the valleys of Piedmont, as having existed
two centuries in that country, and as being in éxistence still
at the commencement of the Reformation.

In the city of Naples there were many who early imbibed
a love for the doctrines of the Reformation, of which they
probably first received some notions from the German sol-
diers of Charles V., who, after baving relieved that city
from the siege which the French were carrying on, remained
there a considerable time. We know that as early as 1536,
Charles V., by a very rigorous edict, charged Don Pedro de
Toledo, his viceroy at Naples, with the discovery and punish-
ment of all who were infected with heresy, or who were
inclined to it.

The cause of Truth was afterwards greatly promoted in
Naples by three exeellent men, who may justly be styled the
great reformers of that city. These were Juan Valdes,
Bernardino Ochino, and Pietro Martire Vermigli.

Juan Valdes was a Spaniard, who accompanied Charles V.
into Germany, where, like many others, he received his first
impressions in favor of the Reformed doctrine. He was
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knighted by Charles V. and sent from Germany to Naples,
where he acted as secretary of the viceroy, Pedro de Toledo.
Possessed of learning, united with superior address, piety,
gentleness, politeness, and eloquence in conversation, he be-
came a gredt favorite with the higher classes of people in
Naples. He never became a preacher, but he labored to do
good by exhertation in the private meetings of those who
received the truth, by stimulating others who were preachers,
and by employing his pen for the advancement of the gospel.
His commentaries on the epistles of St. Paul, and on the
Psalms, were considered excellent, though they contained a
few things to which Beza and other Protestant authors have
objected. His work on the epistle to the Romans, and his
commentary on the Psalms, in Spanish, were published at
Venice, some fifteen or sixteen years after his death, which
occurred in 1540, to the serrow of many in Naples and
elsewhere. :

Bernardino. Ochino, or, as he is sometimes called, Ocello, was
born in the year 1487, at Sienna, in Tuscany. His parents
were poor and obscure. He entered, at an early age, a con-
vent of Franciscan Observantines, as being the best of all
the orders of the regular clergy. At the age of forty-seven,
he joined the Capuchins, an order which had not then been
long established, and which was reckoned the most strict of
all in its rules.- .As he informs us himself, in the work which
he wrote after quitting Italy, and in which he assigns the
reasons which influenced him in taking that step, his mind
was never at ease until he arrived at a comprehension of
the doctrine of justification by faith. He was ever and
vainly seeking salvation through his own merits. And find-
ing that he daily came short of fulfilling God’s holy law,
bowever great were his efforts, and however maltiplied his
penances and his self-inflictions, he ‘was Rever able to attain
to solid peace of soul.
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Ochino was a man of little learning, but of extraordinary
eloquence. His appearance, too, after he had passed the
middle period of life, was exceedingly imposing. His hair
became perfectly white; and his beard, of the same color,
flowed down to his girdle. His face was always: pale; and
his whole aspect was very venerable and striking. As he
was decidedly the first orator in Italy, in his day, he was un-
boundedly popular wherever he went. He preached much at
Naples; but he also visited Venice and the other chief cities
throughout all Italy. Although a monk, he preached much ;
for it is customary in Italy for monks to preach, rather than
the parish or secular clergy. His well known piety and
sanctity of life gave great force to his eloquence, which was
of a fervid and impressive character. He was unanimously
chosen General of his Order, in 1538, and again in 1541.
But his religious opinions had undergone a complete change,
even before he attained his vast popularity. His great pru-
dence enabled him for years to preach the gospel without
giving open offence to its enemies, and to the great joy of its
friends ; because he contented himself with simply preaching
the truth, without even alluding to the corresponding errors.
When he came to preach at Naples, the penetrating eye of
Valdes quickly discerned the Protestant under the garb of
the Capuchin, and, having gained his confidence, he introduced
him to the private meetings of the friends of the evangelical
doctrine in that city. Ochino was emphatically a preacher,
not an anthor. .

Pietro Martire Vermigli, or Peter Martyr, as he is more
commonly called by English writers, was born in Florence,
in the year 1500. His family was an honorable one, and he
received a liberal education. He pursued his studies at the
University of Padua, and afterwards visited the most cele-
brated academies in Italy. In opposition to the will of his
parents, he had entered among the canons regular of S¢.
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Angustine in early life. “He studied Greek at Padua, and
Hebrew at Bologna. He distinguished himself, before the
age of thirty, as a preacher at Rome, Bologna, Pisa, Venice,
Mantua, etc., for he -was appointed by the Augustinians to
preach in their churches in those cities during Lent, and on
other great occasions. About the age of thirty he was elect-
ed Abbot of Spoleto, and, soon after, Head of the College of
St.- Pietro ad aram, in the city of Naples, a post of dignity
and emolument. It was not long after this that his religious
sentiments underwent a complete change. This was effected
by the reading of the Scriptures and certain writings of the
Reformers which fell into his hands, and most of all, perhaps,
by the conversations of Valdes, Flaminio, and others, with
whom he became acquainted at Naples. .

Martire was a man of great learning and extraordinary
pradence. Beth in his sermons and in his expository lectures
on portions of the Sacred Scriptures, he cared less about
attacking error, than about establishing truth. It was in
this way that his labors had so great an effect in under-
mining the corrupt system of Rome without awaking the
prejudices of those who heard him.” The same course was
pursued also by his friend and coiidjutor, Mollio.

By the blessing of God on the labors of Valdes, Martire,
Ochino, Flaminio, Mollio, and others, a Reformed church was
established in Naples, which included persons of the highest\
rank in the kingdom. Among these we may mention the
names of Galeazzo and Caraccioli, Gianfrancesco de Caserta,
and Bernardino Bonifacio. To these we may add, Antonio
Caraccioli, son of the prince Melphi, who then imbibed a
taste for the evangelical doctrines, though he did not profess
them till long afterwards. He went to France, and was
made Abbot of St. Victor, at Paris. Soon afterwards he was
appointed Bishop of Troyes. Having at length become con-
vinced of the truth of the Réformed doctrines, he became

7
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a Protestant minister, and preached for some .time to the
Protestants of that city.

Not only were the doctrines of the Reformatxon received
in the capital ; they spread also in all parts of the kingdom
of Naples, and even into Sicily. The viceroys of that island
being engaged in defending their coasts against the Turks,
bad not leisure to attend to the subject of heresy. On the
contrary, their mild and tolerant spirit rather encouraged
those who were persecuted elsewhere to seek refuge with
them. - It was in this way that the seeds of truth were
widely scattered in that island. Afa no very distant day
they produced a harvest. It was then that the inquisitors
found there enough to do in the way of extirpating heresy.
The most active in spreading the truth in Sicily, we may
remark, was Benedetti Locarno, so called from the place of
his birth, and of whom we have already made mention, when
speaking of Locarno.

‘We have now finished our bnef survey of the principal
places in Italy, where the doctrines of the Reformers spread
for a season.

‘We shall conclude this clmpter with some remarks on &
few topics that are intimately connected with the progress of
the Reformation in that country, and which have a tendency
to throw some light upon it.

1. The unhappy controversies ‘which arose there, which
divided the Protestants and hindered their efforts. These
were two. The first was the dispute, which began originally
between the Swiss and German Reformers, on the subject of
- the Eucharist, and was transferred into Italy by some indis-
creet and zealous friends of these respective parties. It is
well known to every one who has any acquaintance with the
history of the Reformation, that a difference of opinion was
early maintained by Zuingle, on the oene hand, and Luther
on the other, respecting the doctrine of the presence of the
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Savioar in the Eucharist, or Lord’s Supper ; the former hold-
ing that Christ is spiritually present in that ordinance, and
that the bread and wine are but symbols of his body and
blood ; whilst the latter held to the doctrine of consubstantia-
tion, or the presence of Christ bodily, as well as spirit-
ually, with the elements of bread and wine. This dispute
was carried on with great earnéstness, and we are compelled
to say, with fierceness, and evefi bitterness, especially on the
part of Luther. After the death of Zuingle, his opinions
were ably defended by (Ecolampadius, Bullinger, and Calvin.
Almoet all the Swiss and French Reformers agreed with
Zuingle’s opinions on this subject. On the contrary, the
®ermans generally received the doctrine of Luther, and
strenuously maintained it. There were, however, two men
who acted as conciliators and moderators, to their everlasting
honor, — Bucer on the one side, and Melancthon on the other.
The scandal was great enough, as it was: it would have been
vastly greater if it had not been for their mild counsels.

The Italian Protestants were generally disposed to follow
the opinion of Zuingle; but there were many, especially
about Venice, who were warm advocates of that of Luther.
Both Bueer and Melancthon used their efforts to produce
union, deeply convinced of the importance of Italian Protes-
tants being of one mind, or at least not torn in pieces by
factions. 'Their letters were full of wisdom and charity. It
is deeply to be deplored, that Luther, instead of allaying the
strife, did all he could, in an evil hour, to foment it. His
letters to his friends in Venice, display the spirit of a narrow-
minded and jealous partisan, instead of the noble Reformer,
which, notwithstanding this sad mistake, he must ever appear
to every sincere Protestant.

Bat, as if this were not enough, another controversy arose
to divide the poor Protestants of Italy, just as they were on
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the point of being devoured by their common enemy — that
relating to the Trinity, and, by consequence, the Personality
and proper Divinity of Christ, together with the nature of
his work in the question of man’s salvation.

Some, in. attempting to account for the rise and spread of
Socinian epinions among the Protestants in Italy, have main-
tained that there was always in that country, even down to
the 16th century, a remainder of the heresy of Arianism,
and that that error crept in among those who received the
Reformed doctrine, from this source. But the fact is — nor
ought we to be surprised at it—in almost every country
where the Reformation spread, errorists of one kind and
another were soon found to be attaching themselves to e
skirts, or rather to be concealing themselves beneath them.
It was just so in the original progress of Christianity. In
this world of sin, wherever Truth appears, Error will also
soon appear by her side. But in this case, it is wholly prob-
able that the first seeds of Socinianism, or what has long
passed under that name, were sowed in Ttaly by the well-
known Michael Servetus. The visit which this Spaniard
made to Ttaly gave him an opportunity of making the ac-
quaintance of several of the Reformers of that country.
Upon their minds he doubtless endeavored to produce an
impression, both by his correspondence and by his books
Nor did he labor without success.

‘Several causes concurred to give circulation to antitrini-

tarian opinions in Italy. In the first place, all men, when
suddenly emancipated from the thraldom of human authority
and tradition, are in danger of transcending the limits of even
revealed truth, in their inquiries and speculations. Secondly,
the Italians were peculiarly exposed to this; both from the
fact that they had been more thoroughly in bondage to error
a8 being nearer to Rome, and from the constitution of their
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minds, which are singularly acute and bold, and had for a
long time been occupied with the Platonic and Skeptical ideas
in philosophy. .All the Reformers® who corresponded with the
Italian Protestants, remarked the existence of this character
of mind in them. In the third place, the academies that, in
such great mumbers, sprang up in Italy, about this period,
and which did not differ much in character from the associa-
tions and societies with us in which lectures are delivered and
debates allowed, greatly. fostered the spirit of bold specula-
tion and fearless avowal. .And in the last place, the Protest-
ants in Italy, in most places, had no public assemblies, nor
regularly organized churches, in which discipline might be
maintained and error suppressed. As there was not ome
government in all Ttaly that was willing to protect the
Reformers, or to stand by them when Rome commenced her
fulminations, it is evident that the Truth labored under every
disadvantage. Her advances were made only in secret, as
it were, and soon’ persecution' began to rage, and in time an-
nihilated every vestige of her progress.

These antitrinitarian speculations and heresies seem to
have begun at-Sienna, the birthplace of the Socini, (from
whom the word Socinian is derived,) and thence to have been
transferred to the Venetian territories, where they found
greater favor than in any other part of Italy. And although
there is reason to reject the statements of some of the Soci-
nian authors in regard to the numbers who received this
heresy, as Dr. McCrie has’ justly remarked, it cannot be
denied that there were some in various places who seemed to
have embraced that doctrine, and not a few who were favor-
ably inclined to it. And when persecution dispersed the
Protestants of Italy, this dreadful error was carried by its
advocates from that country to various parts of Christendom,

8 Melancthon, (Epist. coll, 853,941.) Calvin, (Opera. tom. vii. p. 510.)
7* ’
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— particularly to.the Canton of the Grisons® in Switzer-
land, to Transylvania, and to Poland.

2. It is an interesting fact that the doctrines of the Refor-
mation were embraced by some of the first ladies of Italy, in
point of mind and attainments. In no other coumtry had
letters been more zealously or successfully cultivated by
women of superior rank since the revival of learning. Sis-
mondi remarks also, in his invaluable history of the Italian
Republics, that whatever piety existed in that country, at

-the close of the fifteenth century, was to be found among the
female portion of the population.® And Folergo, in his com-
mentary on the Psalms, says: ¢In our age we behold the ad-
mirable spectaele of women (whose sex is more addicted to
vanity than to learning) having their minds deeply imbued
with the knowledge of heavenly doctrine. In Campanisa,
where I now write, the most learned preacher may become
more learned and holy by a single conversation with some
women. In my native country of Mantua, too, I found the
same thing ; and were it not that it -‘would lead me into a digres-
sion, I could dilate with pleasure on the many proofs which
I received, to my no small edification, of an unction of spirit
and fervor of devotion in the sisterhood, such as I have rarely
met with in the most learned men of my profession.’ ®

Among the illustrious women of Italy who were suspected
of heresy, we may place Isabella Manricha, of Bresenga,
who became converted to the faith by Valdes, and who, find-
ing no rest in her own land from the importunities and
threats of her friends, retired to Zurich, and eventually to
the Canton of the Grisons, where she spent the remainder of

8 Zanchi, an llent Italian P: , who took refuge in the Grisons, in
speaking of Socinianism, said: ‘Spain produced the hen ; Italy haiched the egg;
and we in the Grisons now hear the chicks pip.’

82 Histoire des Républiques, d’Italie, tom. vii. p. 238,

8 Folengius in Psalmos; apud Gerdesii, ltal. Ref. p. 261 — quoted in Dr. McCrie’s
Hist. of the Reformation in Italy, p. 157.
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lifa in contented poverty; Lavinia della Rovere, daughter-
in-law to the celebrated Camillo Qrsini, who, whilst she lived
a life of great purity in Rome, exerted much influence,
through her father-in-law, in bebalf of the Protestants who
fell into the hands of the Inquisition; ‘than whom,’ says
Olympia Morata, ‘I know not a more learned, or, what is
still higher praise, a more pious woman in Italy’ Madonna
Maddelena, and Madonna Cherubina, both distinguished
ladies of the Orsini family; Madonna Elena Rangane, of
Bentivoglio, member of a family of that name at Modena,
distinguished for the patronage which it extended to litera-
ture ; Julia Gonzaga, Duchess of Trajetto and Countess of
Fondi, and sister of the celebrated Luigi IL, Count of Sab-
jonetta — esteemed one of the most beautiful women in Italy,
whom Solyman, the Turkish emperor, through his troops,
attempted, bat in vain, to seize and carry off, and who-nebly
protected the preachers of the evamgelical doctrine. To
- these, Dr. McCrie adds, though hesitatingly, the name of
Vittoria Colonna, widow of the celebrated General Fernando
Davalos, Marquis of Pescara. But it .would seem, that,
although this distinguished lady was very fond of hearing
Ochino, and associated much with the other Reformers at
Naples, she afterwards became so much under the influence
of Cardinal Pole and Cardinal Cervini, (Pope Marcellus II.)
that she had no sort of intercourse with the Protestants in
her latter years. Far better entitled to be ranked among
them was Olympia Morata, who, though not barn of a noble
family, was, in a higher sense ennobled by the splendid tal-
ents which she possessed, by her attainments in science and
literature, and, above all, by the many virtues which adorned
her character.

8. It is an indisputable fact, that, at the time of which we
write, there were many men of learning and distinction in
Italy, who sympathized more or less with the Reformers, but
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who were restrained by various considerations from ranging
themselves under their. banners. Some who agreed with
Luther and Zuingle, as to the great doctrines of salvation,
and rejoiced in their bold avowal of them, despaired of see-
ing them prevail, because of the mighty obstacles which the
Papacy opposed in Italy, its strong-hold, to their propagation.
Others hoped that the efforts of the Reformers would lead to
the renovation of the Roman Catholic Church, and -yet leave
the great features of its organization, including the supremacy
of the Bishop of Rome, untouched. Most of the Reformers
themselves, had, at the outset, entertained this hope. ‘Others
there were, who, whilst they had little sympathy for the new
doctrines, and, in fact, did not believe them, yet felt a deep
interest in their progress; hoping that, by means of the
schism which it threatened to effect, the clergy would be
forced to correct the many abuses which had become too
flagrant to be denied or defended.

By whatever motive actuated, there is no doubt that there
were many persons in Italy, distinguished for their talents-
and station, who remained to the last in the bosom of the
Church of Rome, who, nevertheless, held doctrines very
different, on many points, from those which the Council of
Trent afterwards pronounced to be those of that Church, and
for this reason, could not avoid taking an interest in the
Reformation. The Index of Forbidden Books, contains the
names of not a few authors who lived at this period in Italy,
whose writings were condemned for heresy, but who still
remained in the Roman Catholic Church. And yet, thé
Index has itself been expurgated of many names that were
originally in it, lest the modern Italians should see how great
was the number of distinguished men in their own country
that sympathized with the Reformation. The celebrated and
excelleat French historian, De Thou, says, that those who,
at'that time, were disposed to exert themselves for a reforma-
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tion of the Church, held frequent consultations respecting
faith, works; grace, free-will, election, &c.; and that many
of them holding opinions different from thoge of the Church,
on these subjects, took refuge under the autherity of St. Ay» .
gustine. # ,

In the list of such authors as we have just referred to as
bolding doctrines which coincided with those of the Reformers
on many points, we must place Angelo Manzolli, physician to
Ercole, Duke of Ferrara, whose Latin poem, Zodiacus
Vite, was put in the Index, and whose bones were taken out
of their grave and.burnt; Marco Antonio Flaminio, whose
commentary on the Psalms abounds with evangelical doc-
trine, but who, seven years before his death, wrote a letter
in which he maintained the doctrine of transubstantiation, and
died in the communion of the Roman Catholic Church; An-
gelo Buonarici, general of the canons regular at Venice, who,
in his exposition of the Apostolical Epistles, states the doe-
trine of justification by faith as clearly as any of the Reform-
ers have done ; Giovanni Grimani, a Venetian of noble birth ;
and Celio Calcagnini, ‘one of the most learned men of his
age,’ according to Tiraboschi.® To these we may even add
the names of several members of the Sacred College, who
held and published opinions entirely evangelical on the sub«
ject of justification by faith,—all of them before, and some
of them after, they had received the purple and the cap,—
namely, Gasparo Contarini, Morone, Frederigo Fregoso, and
Reginald Pole. There is no doubt that the last named held
the truth at one period of his life, and seemed to delight in
the society of those who did. And yet no member of the
Sacred College exerted in the end so baleful an influence.
He rot only succeeded by his winning manners in retaining

34 De Thou, Histoire, d Pan, 4561,
35 Storta, vii. 163.
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many distingnished men in Haly, in the communion of Rome,
.but he did vast infury in England, his mative land, whither
he was sent to endeavor to restore the domimion of popery,

in which, alas, he was but too successful. -

It is certain that the Reformed epinions were becommg
widely, if not very deeply diffused in Italy; and if there had
been any prince of considerable importance in that country
disposed” to do what the Flector of Saxony did in Ger-
many —afford protection to the Protestants — the glorious
Reformation would have triumphed south, as it did north, of
the Alps. - That there was danger of this the friends of the
papacy were aware, and ‘began early to be filled with appre-
hension. Sadoleti and Caraffa, both members of the Sacred
College, informed the Mope; Paul ITI., that there was ‘an
almost universal defection of men’s minds from the Church,
and an inclination to execrate ecclesiastical autherity;’ and
‘that the whole of Italy was infected with the Lutheran
heresy, which had been extensively embraced both by states-
men and ecclesiastics.”® Tiraboschi says, ¢ there was scarcely
a city of Italy into which error had not attempted to insinu-
ate itself, and eévery where almost it had its partisans and fol-
fowers.'™ Tt is no wonder, therefore, that Melancthon, who,
in one of his letters, says, that ¢ whole libraries’ were carried
from the fairs in Germany into Ttaly, and the other Reformers
rejoiced for awhile at the cheering prospect of the triumph
of the Truth in that country. Alas, these hopeg were soon
to be disappointed, and the thick clouds of error and super-
stition, which had begun to roll up from the edges of the
moral horizon, returned again to their former poemon, and
grew even more dense and portentous.

For awhile Rome was undecided what course to pursue.

% Raynaldi, Annal, ad an. 1539 ; and Spondani, Asnal, ad an. 1542, —quoted by
Dr. McCrie, in his Hist. of the Reﬁrmam sn lialy, p. 177.
87 Mblioteca Modemese, tom. i. p. 80,
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Reform was demanded from almost every quarter of Chris-
tendom. At first, it was thought that this voice must be
listened to; and Pope Paul ITI., in 1587, appointed four
cardinals and five prelates, to confer on the subject and give
him their advice as to the best method of reforming the
abuses of the Church. This commission met at Bologna, and
after long deliberation, reported a number of evils,— such as
the intrusion of improper persons into the priesthood, the sale
of benefices and the disposition of them by testaments, the
granting of dispensations, and the union of bishopwics, includ-
ing the incompatible offices of cardinal and bishop, etc.,—
which called for speedy remedy. This ¢ Advice, Paul ITL
approved and published, but did not follow. And still worse,
Cardinal Caraffa, one of the commission, when he ascended
the papal throne, as he did, under the name of Paul IV., put
this document in the Index of Forbidden Books! This Advice,
we may remark, afforded no little amusement in Germany.
Luther translated it into German, and prefixed an engraving,
+ high throne, surrounded by
y sweeping the room, each
s with a fox’s tail fastened to
e Advice recommended that
best work that ever came
forbidden to be used in the
tendency. It was well for
1in his grave, or they wonld

wstic wit.
her vacillating policy. She
ical cunning. She resolved,
not to reform the Church,
f error, at which she had
ipon it the cap-stone. This
of Trent. And at the same
ued doctrine should be ex-
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terminated every where in Christendom, where she had the
power to do it by violence! And soon blood flowed from
one extremity of Italy to the other, and the prayers and the
groans of the victims ascended to heaven, one day to be an-
swered and avenged, from many a city in that ill-fated land.



CHAPTER 1V.
SUPPRESSION OF THE REFORMATION.

. But at length the storm which had been long collecting
began to pour its fury upon the devoted Protestants of Italy.
It was in the year 1542 that the papal court, instigated by
the clamors which were now made in all parts of Italy,
especially by the various orders of friars, began to take ef-
fectual measures for the suppression of the Reformed opin-
ions. Nor was it only the voice of the inferior priests and
monks which was heard calling for vengeance upon those
who held and who propagated such tenets. Cardinal Pietro
Caraffa, afterwards known as Paul IV, attained an infamous
notoriety in this bloody affair. In former years he had, as
we have already stated, held correct opinions on the subject
of justification by faith, and had a great reputation for sanc-
tity. He was a man of letters, too, and a patron of learning.
To him Erasmus dedicated his Jerome, and extolled him in a
manner wholly unworthy of his polished pen—a service
which Caraffa requited, when pope, by putting this very
edition of Jerome in the Index, together with all the other
writings of Erasmus. The record in that work is as follows:
¢Desiderius Erasmus of Rotterdam, with all his commentaries,
annotations, scholia, dialogues, epistles, critiques, translations,
books, and manuscripts; even if they contain nothing at all
against religion, or concerning' religion.” ® He laid before
the Sacred College the discoveries which he had made respect-
ing the extent to which heresy prevailed in Naples and else-

8 Index Auaugm ¢t Librorwm Prohibitorum, sig. b. 3. Romm, 1659,
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where in Italy, and exhorted to vigorous measures to arrest
its further progress.

L  Ochino and Martyr fly.

The onset was made upon Bernardino Ochino and Pietro
Martyr, as the most prominent of the Reformers at Naples.
Spies were employed to report every thing they said and
did. Ochino had many enemies among the friars of his
Order, that of the Capuchins, because of the reforms which
he had introduced into the monastic establishments of which
he had the oversight, as the superior of the Order. Having
been indicted for what he had said in his sermons at Venice,
during Lent, in the year just referred to (1542), as well as
for some things advanced in his Lectures on the Epistles of St.
Paul, which he shortly after that season had commenced
reading at Venice, he set off for Rome, in order to defend
himself. Upon his arrival at Florence, he learned that his
death was resolved upon by the papal court. Instead of ad-
vancing further, he retired hastily to Ferrara, and, aided by
the Duchess Renée, escaped from Italy, and took refuge
in Geneva. Great were the affected lamentations at Rome
over his defection. In particular, his friend Caraffa poured
forth his feelings in a most bombastic letter which he ad-
dressed to the Capuchin, now happily escaped from his
clutches: ¢What has befallen thee, Bernardino? What
evil spirit has seized thee, like the reprobate king of Israel
of old? My father, my father! The chariot and the chari-
oteer of Israel! whom, a little while ago, we with admiration
beheld ascending to heaven in the spirit of Elias, must we
now bewail thy descent to hell with the chariots and horse-
men of Pharaoh? All Ttaly flocked to thee; they hung
upon thy breast; thou hast betrayed the land; thou hast
slain the inhabitants. O, doting old man, who has bewitched
.thee to feign to thyself another Christ than thou wert taught
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by the Catholic Church? Ah! Bernardine, how great wert
thou in the eyes of all men! O, how beautiful and fair!
Thy coarse but sacred cap® excelled the cardinal’s hat and
the pope’s mitre ; thy nakedness the most gorgeous apparel ;
thy bed of wattles the softest and most delicious couch; thy
deep poverty the riches of the world. Thou wert the herald
of the Highest, the trumpet sounding far and wide; thou
wert full of wisdom and adorned with knowledge; the Lord
placed thee in the garden of Eden, in his holy mount, as a
light above the candlestick, as the sun of the people, as a
pillar in his temple, as a watchman in his vineyard, as a shep-
herd to feed his flock. Still thy eloquent discourses sound in
our ears; still we see thy unshodden feet. Where now are
all thy magnificent words concerning contempt of the world?
Where thy invectives against covetousness? Thou, that didst
teach that a man should not steal, dost thou steal?’#

From Geneva, Ochino replied to the letters addressed to
him, as well as to the attacks made upon his opinions and his
character. And as his writings were all in the Italian lan-
guage, and of a popular style, they had no little circulation
in Italy. His flight was the signal for the arrest of many of
his friends, and a rigid investigation of the sentiments of his
Order. Some recanted, and some made their escape. So
great was the number of Capuchins who were infected with
heresy, that the pope proposed at one time to suppress the
whole Order. .

In the mean while, Martyr, finding himself in danger at
Lucca, took measures also, to escape to Zwitzerland. He
had long been hated by many of the Augustinians, because

% The cap or hood of ithe Capuchin monks is made of coarse cloth ; their dress is
of the same material, and they wear nothing on their feet, or, at most, only a
sandal, which covers little more than the sole of the fot.

40 Bock, Hist, Antitrin. tom. ii. p.485. Quirini Diatr. ad vol. iii. Epistalae Polf,
p. 86, quoted by McCrie, in his History of the Reformation in Ialy, pp. 183, 184,
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of the' reformation of manners which he, as visitor-gen-
eral of the Order, endeavored to enforce. Giving up a part
of his library to the convent over which he had presided, and
¢ommitting the rest to Cristoforo Trenta, a nobleman of
Lucca, his intimate friend, to be sent after him, he retired
with Paolo Lacisio, Teodosio Trebellio, and Julio Terentiano,
to Pisa, whence he sent back the ring which he had worn as
the badge of his office. Thence he went by way of Bologna,
Ferrara, and Verona, to Zurich, accompanied by his three
friends. " From Zurich they were immediately invited to
Strasburg by Bucer, where they obtained situations as pro-
fessors in the academy. From that city, Martyr wrote to
the Reformed Church at Lucea, giving his reasons for aban-
doning that eity, and exhorting the brethren to steadfastness.
His lettefs to them continued, for years, to be frequent. Nor
were they in vain. The Church continued to exist, and even
increased in numbers, under the protection of some powerful
citizens. But many of the monks of the convent over which
Martyr was superior were arrested, and, within less than a
year, eighteen of them escaped to Switzerland.

II. Celio Secundo Curio escapes.

After the flight of Martyr, Curio remained at Lucca more
than a year, officiating as a religious teacher among the Prot-
estants, and holding his post as a professor in the University.
But the pope having written to the magistrates of that city,
demanding his arrest and his appearance at Rome, to answer
the charges brought against him, they, finding they could no
longer protect him, gave him notice, privately, to make his
escape. Upon this, he retired to Ferrara, whence he went
to Zurich and Berne, commended to the magistrates by letters
from the Duchess Renée, and finally took up his abode at
Lausanné. In the course of a few months he ventured to
return into Italy for his wife and children whom he had left
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at Lucca. His enemies soon discovered his track, and pur-
sued him to the village of Pessa, near to Lucca, where he
was waiting for his family. One day whilst he was seated
at dinner, a captain of a papal band walked in and called
upon lim to surrender himself as a prisoner. Curio, who
was engaged in carving a piecé of meat, advanced to do as
he was ordered, involuntarily holding the large knife, which
he had been using, in his hand. The poor captain seeing
him to be a large and strong man, and thinking that he was
about to attack him with the knife, retired to a corner of the
room and stood trembling like a convict. In the mean while
Curio, with great presence of mind walked out of the doar,
and passing unharmed through the armed band who were
awaiting their leader, went instantly to his stable, took a
horse and escaped.
III. Redrganization of the Inguisition in Italy.

The effective canse of the sappression and ultimate de-
struction of the Reformation in Italy, in the sixteenth cen-
tury, was the establishment, or, to speak more correctly, the
redrgamization, of the Inquisition in that country.

The Inquisition, as is well known, was instituted in the
twelfth century. From the first, it was established in Italy ;
bat, so great was the opposition to it, especially in the-free
cities and states, that effectual measures were adopted in the
fourteenth century to restrain its exorbitant power in all parts
of that country. The cognizance of that tribunal was re-
stricted to questions of heresy, and the power of imprison-
ment, confiscation, fine, and corporal punishment was declared
to appertain solely to the secular arm. - The bishops, too,
were authorized to take part in the examination of the accused.
Thus the Inquisition in Italy became a very different affair
from what it ever was in Spain. The popes fourd that it
was utterly impotent to extirpate heresy, and theréfore set

8
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about its redrganization essentially after the Spanish model.
For this purpose Paul III. issved a bull, bearing the date of
April 1st, 1543, by which he founded at Rome the Congrega-
* tion of the Holy Office. By this edict six cardinals were con-
stituted inquisitors-general, with all the necessary authority,
on both sides of the Alps, to try all causes of heresy, with
the power of arresting and imprisoning suspected persons
and their abettors, of whatever estate, rank, or order, of nom-
inating officers under them, and of appointing inferior affili-
ated tribunals, of etual or inferior power, in all places.

It is true that this tribunal commenced its operations only
in the ecclesiastical states. But although its introduction
into other parts of Italy was more or less opposed, yet it was
soon . organized every where. In Venice, the government
insisted upon the condition that a certain number of magis-
trates and lawyers should be present at-the examination of
accused persons, and that a definitive sentence should not be
pronounced, at least, in the case of the laity, without having
been first submitted to the senate. In Tuscany, too, there
was some Hmitation to its power; though of but little conse-
quence. Every where else its operation was unlimited ; and
such. was its efficiency that in a period of twenty years it
almost worked the extirpation of the Reformed doctrine in
all Ttaly. Itis true, also, that Francesco Burlamacchi and
others, of Lucca, set on foot a conspiracy to ovérthrow the
tyrannies which existed in Italy, and, by the eoperation
of the friends of the new opinions and of liberty, to retstab~
lish républican governments. But the attempt wholly failed.
" As soon as the Inquisition, thus remodelled, was erected
throughout Italy, those who had avowed sentiments favorable
to the Reformed opinionhs, and by so doing had exposed them-
selves to its vengeance, fled-in great numbers. The prisens
of the Inquisition were filled with the suspected persons who
remained. The open profession of the Protestant Faith
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ceased, except in a few places. Many persons suffered
death; others remained a long time in prison. Still the
friends of the Reformation were numerous, and for more
than twenty years, they held their meetings in private houses,
and eontinued to eneourage and edify one another, notwith-
standing all the activity of the Inquisitors,

IV. Persecution tn Modena. '

Modena, at the time of which we write, was within the
dominions of the Duke of Ferrara. It has already been
stated that there was a strong leaven of Reformed doctrine
in the academy of that city, which Pope Paul IIT. and his
successors, Pius ITI., Marcellus IL, and especially Paul IV.,
labored, for years, to extirpate. As Ercole, Duke of Fer
rara, was a bigoted Catholic, and willing to be the merest
tool of the pope, the academicians and others in Modena
who had received the new .opinions, were exposed to great
hazards. In 1542, it was proposed in the Vatican to cite
some of the most influential persons among them to Rome;
but this was opposed by Cardinal Sadoleti, who wrote very
kind letters to Castelvetro and others at Modena, who had
sdopted the Protestant doctrines. Cardinal Morone, also,
employed his best offices to prevent the difficulty which was
sbout to wise. At length, cardinals Sadoleti and Cortese
went to Modena to meet the bishop of that city, and try to
effect a reconciliation. Through their exertions, & formulary
of dectrines, drawn up with gingular moderation, by Contarini,
at Morone’s request, was reluctantly subscribed by the sus-
pected academicians. But this arrangement produced little
good. '

In the year 1543, two monks, Bartolomeo della Pergala
and Pontremolo, were arrested and condemned at Modena,
for preaching heretical doctrines; and, in 1545, ti persecu-
tion against the academicians was renewed. An attempt
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was made to seize Filippo Valentino, a young-man of great
genius;® but he escaped. Soon after the academy was dis-
solved by the voluntary dispersion of its members, who fled
to avoid the persecution which had been set on foot, and to
the promotion of which the Duke of Ferrara had so readily
lent his aid. The next year Castelvetro, Filippo Valentino,
Bonifacio Valentino, and Gadaldino, a bookseller, were cited
to appear before the Inquisition at Rome. The first two
refused to go, and were excommunicated. The last two were
detained in prison more than a year. Castelvetro lived a
while in Ferrara, in retirement. But in 1559, he was in-
duced by the new duke, Alfonso II., who had just meunted
the throne, to go to Rome and atand his trial. He went, and
after remaining there several months, and undergeing several
interrogations, he escaped with his brother Giammaria. On
the 26th of November, 1560, they were publicly excommu-
nicated, as fugitives and incorrigible heretics. £

V. The Reformed Doctrine extirpated at Ferrara.

Nor was the storm slow in reaching Ferrara. In 1543,
the pope exhorted the ecclesiastical authorities of that city to
great diligence in investigating the sentiments of those who
were suspected of heresy, and, having brought their inquiries
to a definite judgment, to transmit the same to Rome. Spies
were, about this time, sent forth into all parts of Italy, who
insinuated themselves into the acquaintance and company of
all classes, and transferred to the Vatiean the information

41 The attainments of Filippo Valentino were indeed prodigious, if the account of
him given by Castelvetro be true — namely, that at the age of seven he wrote letters
worthy, as to style, of Cicero himself. Itis said, also, that he could repemt dis-
courses, verbatim, which he had heard but once,and had the principal Latin and
Ttalian poets by heart.

42 One of the greatest charges brought against Castelvetro, was that of his having
translated inf8 Italian the celebrated work of Melancthon, on the Aduthkority of the
Chwrch and Fathers.
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which they collected. By this means many excellent persons
were entrapped in Ferrara. Upon the death of Paul IIL,
Cardinal De Monte ascended the papal throne, under the
pame of Julius ITI. He was a man of a persecuting as well
as voluptuous spirit. In 1550, the Reformed church,'which
bad existed for a number of years at Ferrara, was dispersed ;
many of its members were thrown into prison, and one of
their preachers, a man of great piety, was put to death.

The Duchess Renée did all she could to shield the little
flock of the faithful against these cruel proceedings. But her
influence at Ferrara was fast departing. Her husband, who
was incapable of appreciating either her noble character, or
the elevated motives fram which she acted, ir adhering to
the Protestant faith, did all that he could to induce her to -
return to the Roman Catholic Chureh — instigated and urged
on by the pope. Failing to accomplish this by persuasion,
be resorted to harsh measures. He had long ceased to mani-
fest any regard for her person, and had given himself up to a
life of eriminal and most shameful neglect of his duties as &
husband.

The influence of her family was brought to bear upon her,
to turn her away from the Truth. Her nephew, Henry IL,
King of France, sent the Inquisitor Oritz, who had been with
him some time as his confessor, to Ferrara, with instructions
to labor for the recovery of his ‘only aunt’ to the Roman
Catholic Church, and, if arguments failed, to cause all neces-
sary severity to be employed to effect the object. But all
his efforta-were to no purpose. The daughter of Louis XIL
was neither to be persuaded nor frightened into an abandon-
ment of what she conscientiously believed to be the true
gospel. One indignity after another was heaped upon her
by her husband. Those of her attendants who were sus-
pected of participating in the new opinions were sent away.
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Even her children® were at length forbidden to approach
her. Her intimate friend, the instruetress and companion of
her daughter Anne, the devoted. Olympia Morata, had, some
time previous to this, been compelled to leave the palace,
upon the death of her father, to take care of her mother and
the younger branches of her family, and had become exposed
to much harsh treatment from the court. 4'rom this she was
relieved by her marriage with Dr. Gunthler, a German
medical student, who took her into Germany upon his return
to that country.

But neither the bad treatment of her husband, nor the
sophistry and persuasion of the Inquisitor Oritz,* availed to
cause the Duehess to return to the fold of Rome; though it
would seem that, for the sake of her children, she at last
made some unimpos concessions.

In the year 1539 died Ercole, Duke of Ferrara. His
character has been sufficiently exhibited in the few sentences
in which we have spoken of him. Notwithstanding his im-

‘moralities, he was honored by Paul IV. with the title of
. Defender of the Church. His zeal for Rome was still fur-

ther rewarded by the dethronement of his grandson, and the
annexation of the dukedom.of Ferrara to the Estates of the
Church, to which it remains united to this day.

43 8he had five children ; two sone, Alfonso, who became Duke of Ferrara,—
celebrated as the patron and afterwards the enemy of Torquato Tasso, — Louis,
Cardinal d’Este, and three daughters ; Anne, who married first Francis of Lorraine,
called the Duke of Guise, and afierwards the Duke of S8avoy; Lucretia, Duchess
of Urbino, and the Princess Elenora, who died unmarried. It was for her that poor
Tasso entertained so strong a passion, and which has been considered the cause of
the misf which overshadowed and imbittered the latter part of his lifs.

44 This Oritz seems to have grown more firm and skilful as he grew older,
Beza, in his History of the Ref. Churches of France (tom. 1. p. 20.), speaks of him as
having been sent to 8 in h of heretics, in the year 1534 ; but the inhab-
itants, knowing his fondness for good cheer, t rea'ed him with so much hospitality,
that he reported them to be most excellent people! Dr. M’Crie rightly observes,
that Monsieur Oritz was then young and had not yet tasted blood.
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Upon the death of her husband Ercole, the Duchess Renée
left Ferrara and returned to France, where her nephew,
Henry II., was still on the throne, and took up her abode at
the Castle of Montargis, a small and ancient city, some forty
miles southeast of Paris. There she spent the remainder of 7
her life. There she made an open profession of the Protest- .
ant religion; and during the sixteen years which she lived -
after her return from Italy, she devoted all her energies and
her resources to the succor of the poor persecuted Protest-
ants of her native land. In doing this she had, of course, to
encounter all the hatred of the fanatical priest-party of the
kingdom, headed by the Guises, one of whom, as we have
slready stated, was the husband of her daughter Anne, In
the year 1560, Franeis II., a mere youth, without experi-
ence, and wholly under the domination of a faetion of bigots,
who had succeeded his father, Henry II., commenced the
persecution of the Protestants on an extensive scale. The
houses of those whose names were on the lists of the pro-
scribed were pillaged and torn down, and many persons were
put to death. The Prince of Cordé, a distinguished Protest-
ant, was cast into prison at Orleans, and his sister-in-law, the
Countess of Roye, was thrown into that of St. Germain-en-
Laye. Renée hastened to Orleans to save Condé. Meeting
the Duke of Guise, her son-in-law, she upbraided him with
his perfidy, and boldly said, that, ¢if she had been there she
would have prevented what had been done; whoever gave
the king such advice has deceived him; this wound will
bleed a long time hereafter, and so much the more as no one
has ever become fond of shedding the blood of France, with-
out finding evil in so doing.’

Not long afterwards, the Duke of Guise sent an armed
force, under the conduct of Jean de Souches-Malicorne to
Montargis, to cause the Duchess Renée to deliver-tip the un-
fortunate Protestants who bad taken refuge in that place.
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In the onset, a number of these people were killed, their
houses were burned, and then razed to the ground. The
Duchess retired to the Castle, into which all fled that eould.
De Souches threatened to advance his cannon, and batter the
fortress to the ground. But he received this bold answer
from the courageous Renée: ¢ Consider well what you do;
know that no one has the right to command me but the king
himself; and that, if you come hither, I will be the first to
mount the breaeh, where I shall see if you have the audacity
to kill the daughter of a king, who desires only to protect her
subjects, and whose death heaven and earth will be bound to
avenge upon you and all your line, even to your children who
are in their cradles” This noble answer, when reported to
the Duke of Guise, had the effect to arrest his threats. A
short time after, he fell by the hand of a fanatical Protest-
ant of the name of Poltrot. This event plunged the Duch-
ess into the deepest grief. She deplored the civil war which
had been kindled by the determination of the Roman Catho-
lics, headed by the government, to destroy by force the new
sect, whose only crime was, that they held to a religion
founded on the gospel, which inculcated the practice of good
works instead of vain superstitions, and taught men to rely
for salvation upon the merits and intercession of a glorious
and only Saviour. This religion she desired to see propa-
gated by reason and persuasion, and not by force. But, alas,
those were not the times in which the voice of humanity was
likely to be heard. And all that this excellent woman could
do was to exert herself in favor of the Protestants and their
pastors as far as her influence could shield them. She main-
tained a constant correspondence with the chief men among
them, until her death, which. occurred at Montargis on the
12th of June, 1575. To the last she was a consistent and
devoted Protestant; and ever gave proof, in her abhorrence
of Rome, that she was a worthy danghter. of him who caused
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to be inscribed on the medal which was struck on the occasion
of the Council of Lyons-—— the Council which proclaimed the
liberties of the Gallican Church — Destruam Babylonem. %

The memory of this excellent princess is revered by the
Protestants of France, to this day, and with good reason ; for
she was an ornament to the religion which they profess.®
Her danghter Anne, who had enjoyed in her youth the ex-
cellent instructions and the admirable example of Olympia
Morata, was the only one of her children that resembled her,
either in vigor of intellect or goodness of heart. And,
although she never openly professed the Protestant Faith, it
is eertain that she was well disposed in relation to it, and
exerted all her influence to moderate the violence of her two
bigoted husbands, against its friends. Condorcet, De Thou,
Riccio, Paleario, Calcagni, and other French and Italian
suthors have spoken in the highest terms of this amiable
princess. ¢

V1. Persecution rages tn Venice and its Territories.

For awhile the senate of Venice was evidently unwilling
to lend its inflaence and aid in the work of extirpating her-
esy. But at length -the importunity of Rome prevailed.
The commencement of this cruel work was made at Vicenza,
and the Reformed church, which had existed there for sev-
eral years, was, in the year 1547, dispersed. The year fol-
lowing, the senate ordered all who possessed books which
contained any thing 