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L ETT E R
TO THE

Reverend Dr. S~ a p g,* &c.

Reverend § IR,

INCE writing letters in print to a

S friend, is fo much in fathion, I hope I
fhall not incur your difpleafure, if I rurr

in with the herd of thofe, who, following-
your footfteps, have with the utmolt familia-
* rity addre(s’d themfelves to their fuperiors:
and, though but a country curate, pre{fume to
apply myfelf to you, who are at prefent one of
the moft renowned champions of our diffrefs’d
¢hurch, which has been fo violently attack’d of

| Tate, by men whofe interefi as well as profeffion- -

fhould have led them to defend Aer.

% Thefe tworletters to Dr. Ssape have been ge<
nerally afciibed to Bithop Flectavood: and the late
Dr, Birch,a good judge in thefe matters, told me
that he always unde:ftood Bithop Fleetawood to have.
been the author; bat that Dr, Herring’s timidity
made him omit them in the colle@tion of the
Bithop’s works.

VOL. IIL. Ay Wer

A



8 The Pillars ¢f PrRIESTCRAFT

Weall fee how fhe has been torn and man~
gled of late, how her power hath been que~
ftion’d, her honour debafed, and her true gran-
deur vilify’d ; and all this hath been done,
only to-make wa'y for carnal reafom and bare
religion 3 asif power, honour and riches were
no effential part of our church.

Tt is true, reafon and religion are very good
things, when locked up amongft the Arcana of
a church ; but when they come to be once pro-
flituted to the hands of the -valsar, they are
the moft dangerous iaftruments of i¢s ruin.
Then will the feép begin to judge of their
Jhepherds fermons, and calling loudly for their
bibles, pretend to be their own interpreters 3
and this deteftable Jicence fhall be commended
under the fpecious name of chriffian kibertys
Qur great adverfary the bifhop of.Banger,
boping to get all the funatics on bis fide, and
thereby more effe€tually accomplith his perni-
cious defigns againft &5, has trump’d up this
do&rine of fearching the feripture, and fubmit-
ting our confcience to mo man’s direflion. To
fupport. which berefy, he tells us, ¢ thatno fet
¢ of men (not even the clergy whom we very
¢ juftly call the church) have any authority to
¢ dire@ the confciences of men ; that Chriftis
¢ king in his own kingdom, and that no power
¢on earth can add by-laws to the laws of

¢ Chrifk;



ond OrTHOROXY flskem.” g
¢ Chrift ; and that to add fantions, rewards,

¢ or pynithments to bis laws, is to dethrone °

¢ Chrift; that we priefts are not by divine right,
¢ but only a laudable bumane inftitution ; and
¢ that our claim to our facerdotal powers by
San wminterrupted [ucceffion from the apoftles,.
*is a chimesa; that our excommyuications are.
¢ idle terrors of men; and that the laity may
¢go to beaven withoyt our jatervention,
¢ without bemefit of dergy’ If this be ot
wrefting out of our bands the very leading-
Briags of the laity, and at once deftroying the
power of the clergy, If this be not making the

church of Chrift a Babel, and his kingdom a -

realm of confufien, I know not what is
Thus does a goveranor of our church thew
himfelf lefs zealous for her, than the filver<
fmiths at Epbefus were for their Diana; whil(k
they cry, Great isthe goddefs of the Ephefians,
be cries, Small is the power of the church of
England. However fince your great foif are
pleafed to enter the lifts againft him, fince
you have been follow’d by fuch an able fecond
as the dean of Clichefter, and fince Mr. Lawr
has laid down his plan of church power, to the
utter confufion of the new herefy ; I thall por
fear to throw in fome few of my anfwers
to the bifhop’s arguments ; which I will ven~
ture to fay no one has handled with more
freedom, nor declared themfelves againft withy

. Asg - more

~
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more fincerity, nor has any one fpoke out:
the fentiments of the orthodox priefthood.
with more chriftian zeal

Fitlt then, the bithop affirms, that our
ehiurch bas not any power to add by-laws to the-
laws of Chriff. 1 would fain know whether
he doth not allow; that any: little body politic
hath a power to make Jy-laws for their own
honour, profit or fafety ; iffo, fhall not our
church or clergy, a-body the-molt politic in the-
world, be permitted to have a poor privilege,
which is not deny’d to the pettielt borrough,
or to the meaneft corporation ! That our bi-
fhops, deans, archdeacons, and the reft of oun
brethren, whofe revenues exceed. thofe of all-
the bodies corporate in. Englapd, (hould not ba
admitted to an. equality with. any other fett of:
prophane laymen, wha are ftiled, mayary alder-.
men and common-council, feems to me not only.
blafphemous, but even ridiculous to affirm.
Oh! poor church, to. wha.t low. ebb-art thou.
reduced ¥

In the fecond ‘place, the bithop affirms, that -,

0 add fanflions of this world to the laws of -
[ Cbr"/?, is 1o aé?-againft Chrifl, for bis kingdon
is not-of this world, 1 muft afk the bifhop .
another queftion here, and that is, Whether in .
the time of Chrift and his apoftles, men were
not afflited, for their want.of faithy and for:

" theiry -
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their fios, by corporal and semporal puniflr-
- nrents from heaven, {uch as blindnefs, lamenefsy
palfy, &c? ‘1 think, from our Saviour’s com=
mon phrafe in curiog thefe infirmities, thy fins
are forgiven thee, that it plainly appears that
thefe were temporal punithments for fin: and"
yet no one canaffirm that thefe temporal punifh-~
ments were a bar to-the eternal ones. So aow i
the chriftian difpenfation; corporal punithments
aad temporal difcouragements may be ansexed. -
to the want of faith, and to-the commiffion of
particular fins, and yet no- way interfere with
the eternal chaftifements referved for finners in -
another world. And indeed, as the punith-
ment of fin here on earth -has by the greateft -
divines been -believed to be an alleviation of it -
hereafter, I cannot fee but-that chriftian cha-
rity and ‘common humanity. teach- us to fall -
heavy upon all infidels, fchifmatics and heretics,
and to perfecute them with the utmoft rigour -
out-of mere good natore: at leaft we canoot -
blame thofe of our brethren that a& upon fo
good a principle.

Thirdly, 'The bithop denies,” That any feit 1,
of men can bave a power over other mens confii-
ences, or thai they can interpret the laws of Chrift -
authoritatively for any one, for no church is in-
JSallible. In anfwer -to this affertion, I fhall ¢
déal more fincerely with the.prelate than any .

of -bis antagonifts have done; and own at once,
A 6. ‘ that
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that I thiok our ¢hurch is infallible. And
though at this moment you may thiok I fay
too much, yet I fhall in its proper place prove
that you have faid the fame thing, and then I
am fure I nced not fear my being ia an error.
To return to the thing in queftion. I readily
agree with the bithop, that it would be mon-
fenle in terms to fay that a church that was
Sfallible could a& infallsbly. Which if & church
cannot do, fhe cannot pretend to impofe her
interpretation of Chrift’s laws vpon others,
becaufe they may be in the right and (he
in the wrong. And indeed though no church
but the Roman has claimed infallibility in
wwords, yet none in the world but claims it in
fa2. To convince mankind of this truth, I
defy any one to fhew me an inftance of a
¢hurch, that hath acknowledged itfelf in an
error. Did not the fymod of Dort proceed
every whit.as vehemently againft the minority
(which is in other words the heretics) as the
council of Trent? Indeed they had not fo
many engines of this world at their command,
but they feemed to have a fpirit to have fet as
many at work. I have known many worthy
men who have believed the infallibility of a
general council 3 nay all pious chriftians do en-
tirely fubmit to the decrees of the four firft
general councils, as imfullible.  And why a
divine of the church of Emgland, may not al-.
‘ low
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low the comvocation infallibility, I know not..
‘For my owa part, I fee no abfurdity in allow-
ing, that when an affembly of regularly ordained
divines meet to ¢ftablifp a dofirinal point, there
may be an infallible fpirit prefent, diretling the
refolutions: of the majority. Onmitting all the
cloud of witnefes, which I could bring from
the faehers, from the councils, and from the
pope’s declarations, to evince this matter, I
fhall only mention that wife article in the de-
crees of the council of Trent, of which Jather
Paul gives us an account: That all feculars
onght 2o receive that dofirine of faith which is
given them By the church, without difputing or
thinking farther about it. And among the
Thefes propounded by the Fefuits to be main-
tained in their public hall at Clermont, there
were thefe two remarkable ones.

Thefis XIX.
Chriftum  noS

ita caput ‘agme-

Jeimaus, at illing

Thefis XIK. |

Thus we acknowledge
Chrift to be the head of the
church, that at his depar-

regimen, dum t"){
cali  abiit, pri-
mum Petro dein-
de  fuccefforibus]
ejus  commiferit,
8 candem quan
§pfe habuit infal-

li-

ture into heaven, when he
was no longer to govern his
church in perfon, he com-
mitted the government of it
to hisapoftle Peter, and theh
to his fucceflors, in wwhom he
lodged the fame powers even

‘ of
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libilitatem conefe-Jof infallibility, which werat
rid, quokies ex ca-lyefted in himfelf, as often--as.
thedra loquuntur. |they {peak from the chair.

Thefis XX. Thefis XX.

Datur ergo in There is therefore in the -
ecclefia  comtro-| g an infallible judge of

erfiar "’”11_2’?;"’ faith, even without a generab.
Jl"f{”" infallibilis, council.

etiam extra con-
cilium generale.

And now-give me leave, worthy do&or, to-
Quote a paragraph out of yeur* firft letter.
to the bithop, wherein you thus acknowledge
" Chrift to be the head:of the church. r bis
dspgriure into heaven, when be was no. longer te.:
govern bis church in perfin, be provided. for the
&ood government of it by others, wh:m he commif~
Sioned to boar. rule and authority over bis Subjets,
0be bis vieegerents, to ot in his name and flead, .
‘and to perpetuate a fucceffion of meny thro’ all the
SJucceeding ages in the world, in whom the fame:
powers-/hould be lodged ; -and 1he’ he made ning .
of them infullible, &c,

Now tho’ at fitft fight this may- feem to be
a total renouncing any title to infallibility, yet
Lmallia its proper place, thew that you mean .

™p, 9.
N0«
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mothing lefs.- This therefore may by an imcu~
rious reader be taken for a tranfcript from the
&hoftly fathers above-mentioned, buttoa critical:
eye will appear to be a great improvement on
their narrow fchemre, which confines the fuc-
éeffion to one armed chair. A poor local bufi-
pefs! If we uoderftand one another, this,
Dr. Snape, is your-meaning, That when Chrift
went to heaveny, be-provided for the good govern.
ment of bis church by othcrs, that is, by his
twelve apoftles, (at the head of whom, he
placed St. Peter) whom hbe commiffioncd to ex-
" pound bis laws, 1o bear rule and authority over
his fubjects, (even over our. fellow-fubjects #
the fallen angels, whom they often caft forth.
and difpoffefs’d of their fafineffes) to be bis vicee
gerents 10 act in his.name and flead; a power
which they could never have prefumed to ex-
ercile, had they not for that purpofe been-
made infallible by the Holy Ghoff. However,
as they.were not made immortal, it was necef-
" fary for. the prefervation of the church, that-
" when thefe. azoffles went to heaven themfelves, .-
they fhould leave others in their room to per--
form their funélions in the church, that fo there -
.mig‘ht be.a perpetual fucceffion of men, thro® alt
Jucceeding ages, in whom_the fame powers (4f
infallibility, vicegerency; and the like) were tode

™ Snape’s fecond letter, Py 43.-.
lodged ;.
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lodged : Datwr ¢rgo infallibilis controverfiarum
fidei judes. ‘That is, we have infallibility
fomewhere, and fome how or other ldged in
our church. For what fignifies an uninterrup-
ted fucceffion from the apofiles, if their fucceffors
are not vefted with the Same PowEgrs which
they had ? But why do I call them fuccsffirs,
fince they can have no right to be ftiled fuch,
unlefs they have the SAME Powers ? Will
any one fay that a dage is or can be properly
faid to fucceed a monarch ? Though he fhould
pretend to fit on the {ame throge, and to put
on the fame drefsand pageantry with the king
that preceeded 3 yet if he does not fucceed to
the legal authority and power, a man fhall as
foon perfuade me that Zfop’s beaff in the lion’s
fkin was what he pretended to be, as that
fuch a doge can contiaue the fucceffion of a me-
narchy. So that to deny snfallibility to our
church, is at once to deftroy its whole title to
an uninterrupted fucceffion from the apoflles ; it is
taking away the divine right of epifcopacy; it is
diminithing or rather (I fear) abrogating all
church. authority, by founding it upon the poor
Jecular bafis of a decent human inflitution. This
may ferve to fhew the danger and folly of
difclaiming infallibility.

Iconfefs at the end of that paragraph, which
1 already cited out of your firf letter to the
. bithop,
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bithop, you fay that he (Chrift) made none of
them (the apoftles fucceffors) i fullible. ‘This
the world has underftood to be faying, that
they bad and that they bad not the fame pewers
with the apofiles, in the fame breath. Such’
expreflions in the bifhop muft indeed bave
pafs’d for grofs nonfenfe, becaufe that he, be«
ing unacquainted with our church-logick, could
not have brought himfelf off. ButI will une
dertake that, thro’ the help of fame i
diftin&ions, you fhall appear very canfiftent,
with all us true fons of the church, and which, .
is harder yet with your owsm felf. - Far it is
plain, that you do naot any where affert that
the fucceffirs of the apofiles are mot infallible,
but that be (ChrilY) made none of them fo. Now
every one knows that infallibility was the gift
of the Holy Ghyff, a confiderable time after
Chrift was afcended into heaven. And fince
we are, none of us, Ariams, (as many of the
bithop’s frieads are) but do allow a diftin&ion
of perfons in the Trinity, it is evident that you

. affirm a truth, when you fay, Chrif} made none

of them infallible. 'Thusmay you fee how, by a
fubile diftin&ion kept in Petto till a time of

_need, we can avoid the charge of nonfenfe and

contradiftion. A liberty never communicat-
ed to the laity ; as being a right only annexed
to the indelible chara&ter. And indeed, we

when
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when we write for proteflantifm we never
forget to tack a popifp falvo, and when we
write for popery, we put in -a proteflant falvo,
In which art of writing, our good friend the
dean has difcovered a moft admirable talent.
From what has been faid, it manifeftly ap-
pears, that you never really declared againf¥
infallibility, as the generality of readers thought
you did. But, worthy do&or, your feceming
Jalvo, 1 confefs, was very prudently fubjoined
to your claim of apoflolical powers, that thereby
(as you * term it) our c/aim might appear the
more INNOCENT. For thofe fuperficial
seaders, the laity, fhould we be fo imprudent
as to claim fullne/s of power and infallibslity at
the fame time, (tho’ the one does neceffarily
include the other) might be fo alarmed and
provoked, as to deny us botli. No,; Sir, let
us but get our power once confirmed, and we
fhall not afk any body leave to be infallible.
For we fee that the power of our fecret friend
the pope, does not fo much confift in his infal-
libility, as his infallibility is built on his power.
Thus, Sir, tho’ our church politics utterly for-
bid us to fpeak out, unlefs we are drove to a
pinch ; yet you yourfelf, as well as all other
true churchmen, do know, that the apg/fles left.
behind them a fucceffion of men vefted with the

® Second letter, p. 5t. y
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fame powers with themfelves, one of which we
are fure was infallibility ; and tho’ we do not
think it expedient to mention the word (which
like Balaam’s angel might open the mouth of

"our beaft the hity) yet tacitly we claim no

lefs. And therefore I cannot think the bifhop
has alted a fair part in bringing an argument
againft «s which is only.founded upon an opi-
nion that we dare not fpeak our mind freely,
and fupport our juft claim to authoritative power
in interpreting feriptures, by owniag our infalli-
bility, which that learned prelate knew was the
only thing that could entitle us to it o

The laft argument which the bifhop has
urged againft our church’s intereft, which I
fhall take notice of ; is, that the notion of an un-
interrupted fuccelfion of bifbops is not to be fup~
ported from any words of firipture, and is not to
be made out in hiflory ; and that *twould be wicked
20 make fuch a nicety a thing on which our fal-
vation fhould dépend. 1 anfwer to this, I was
once determined' to have produced * thofe
many fexts out of fcripture, which you affirm
that you could bring to evince the contrary.
Now as I knew that you could not mean the
common edition of the fcriptures, I looked into
an old bible inmy ftudy ; which unluckily hap-

% Firft letter, p. zc.
pened.
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ceffion at the fame time, and mark -out the
man whom I prefer. Farther, reverend doc-
tor, 1.can affure you that there is no one
fa@ related -here, for which I cannot cite
as my authors, either Platina, Baronius, Onu-
phrius, Concil. Conflant, Baley dgrippa, Wef~
Jelusy or father Paul,



Fi,, 4__#‘1:

and OrtHODOXY fbaken. 23

A 4
L I § T
.. oOF |
Chrift’s Vicegerents,
-W-IT.H

An account of many “of their alts of
- infallibility for the good government -
of the church.

A. D. 44. Schifm fir]R. St. Peter and St. Paul,

HE lift of our vicegerents does un-

I fortunately begin with a fchifm, for

Paul as anti-pope did withfland St.

Peter 20 his face. And although without

queftion Sts Peter be our man, yet was he

pot a pope after our own hearts, for he- did
not bear rule, and befides was a married man,

57+ 2. Linus.

Hiltorians have very much queftion’d whe-

ther there ever was a bifhop of this name,

which would make our ficeffion doubtful, but

that we are fure this difficulty was ftarted by
hereticks.
5 N Jl Do
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A4.D. 67. 3. Clews, :

‘Alfo called Anacle'ns; he did not live long
‘enough in his office, to leave many marks of
his infallibility behind him.-

£8. 4. Clwment

Being banithed to an ifland, where two
thoufand chriftians were hewing marble, fur-
pith’d them with a fpring of freth water by s
miracle.

84. 3. Mnacletus

Ordered pricfls not to let thexr beards nor
hair to grow;

- g6. 6. Evargﬂu:

Ordained that priefts thould be honoured
and fhaven; and that no accufation of the
laity fhould be receiv'd againft a bithop.

' 109. 7. Alexander

Qrder’d that the people thould be married
by none but priefts.

117, 8. Sixtus I.

.Invented holy water, and order’d it to be
bleft with falt, and fprinkled, in order to chace
away and coerce the rebellious fubjecis of Chrift,
the dwwiis. He firlt brought up thc ufe of
linen furplices.

127. 9. Telefphorus

Enated that no layman fhould prelume to

touch the garment of a clergyman. .

6 4. D,
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4. D, 138. 10. Higiniss
Brought.in faltingin Lent.
' 142, at. Piusl.
" Found out chrifm.
153. 12. -Anicetus
Condemned St. Polycarp for :his wearing
long hair. .
163 13. Comcordius Soterus
" Decreed afl marriages to be null without the
Benedittion of a prieft,
174 14 -Bleutherus
Was-a great lover of fweet:breads.
186. 15. Vidor 1 .
" Excommunicated the Wgftern churches for
not keeping Lent, at ;he fame time when he .
did.
198, 16, Zepherimas i
Order’d that the wine at the commurion .
thould not be confecrated (as before it had
Peen) in woed or glafs, but ‘in gold-or filver :
Alfo that no bifbop accufed by his patriarihor
metropolitan thowld be condemaed, but by the
apoflolst fee. ‘
‘238, 17, Califins
. Died of a fiftula. _
- 226, 18. Urben L
Invented the form of confecrating charch-
" yards; and ordained that lands and farms
might be given Yo Ged, but ought to be divid-
_ed among the clergy.

- VOL 1L B A. Ds
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© A.D. 231. 19, Calphurniys
Order’d pfalms and mattins to be fung in
churches, to drive away the evil fpjrits that
troubled poor people in their graves.
236. 20. Anteras
Wrote 2 legend.
. 237. 21. Falianus
Order*d that chrifin ufed in the Lord’s {yp-
per thould be reuewed once 3 year, and the
old burned.
251. 22. §chifin fecond, Cornelius, Novatiarys.
Cornelins was certamfy a trae fucceffor : for
with exorcifins and hdly water, he drove all
the rats ouc of a church near Rqvenna.
"253. 23. Lacius
Ordained that heretics fhould not be re-
baptized. '
355 24, Stephapus
QOrdaiged that h«eucs fhould be- rt,hag-
tized.
5% 25, Sismgp IL
Invented copes, and other veltmentg
2R0. 26.. Dioghins
Allotted to every nmuﬂnhs owa.church,
parith and falary.
271, 27. Flix
Ordered maffes to be fung in churches for
the dead martyrs, ‘

L . . . . .AD.
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A D, 275, 28. Eutyehianus
Ordered all fruite, and cfpesiaily bedus and
grapes, to be confecrated upon the sltar; be
likewile would have martyrs bericd-in purple:
283 29. Caims
Like an honelt pope, ordercd that 2o lay-
man fhould commence a fuit again(t a clergy-
maa. 4
2960 30. Moy collings:
Sacrificed yo-Hercules, jﬂwmad Satary, i
the temple of Vefla.
34 31, Mamilm
Diyided Rome into' twenty. parifhes; was
groom:of  tie Anbles vo' Maxmiis, in which
office hedy’d. .
: © g09. 3% Euftdius ,
Ordered that A0 bilhop Mowld be.fired.

3v1. 33 Mifiades
Ordained that no' fafty flouRy’ be' kept on

-Trws filay o Surday,

314.. 34 Silvefler.

Under his admisiftratton, snd by his appro-
tatios, Avtheny the bermit’ fet up the monaftic
comrfe offife. He mthe‘ﬂrﬁpowthuwore
a crown of gold.

336 35. Moarcus
Ordered' thav tlie Nicene creed (ttould be fung
i churclres,

‘ B2 ;I.D»
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4. D. 337. 36. Fulius 1.

Cenfured the Eaffern bithops for calling a
- council at Antiach, without his leave ; order’d
that no clergyman fhould plead before a lay
judge, or be fentenced by him. He was the .
firft that confirmed the Atbanafian creed.

- 3%8. 37. Schifm third. Liberius, Felix1.

Liberius was by the church efteemed as the
true pope : tho’ he condemned the Atbanafian
creed, which his infallible predeceffor had
confirmed. .
361. "38. FelixlIl,

Inflituted plumb-porridge at Chrifimas.
He ran with the Arians, but held with the
Atbanafians.

366. 39. Schifm fourth. Damafus, Urfin,

Damafus was an adulterer, but Urfia was an
heretic. So that the former muft by Dr.
Snape and me be allowed the beft fucceffor : for
herefy in an infallible chair is infinitely worfe
than adultery, .

385. 40. Siricius

Ordered that whofoever fhould marry a
. widow, or a fecond wife, fhould lofe his be-
nefice. .

« 398. 41. Anaflafixs

Granted a pardon from fin for five hundred
days to any, that fhould fay a prayer of his
<ompofing, and beginning Fefu Chrifii, &e,
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A. D. 402, 42. Innocent 1.
Ordered a fait in the church every Sa~
turday.

416. 43. Zozinus
Ordained the bleffing of wax-tapers upon
Eafler-eve ; and confirmed the decrees of the
council of Carthage, or in other words the Pe-
lugian berefy.
419.  Schifm fifth. " 44. Bonifuce, Eulalius.
Boniface was the true vicegerent, for he or-
dered that no Roman (hould touch the confe-
crated pall or incenfes, and alfo that noder-
vant or debtor thould be admitted amongft the
Clergys L '
423. 48. Celefline I,
Was an excellent fidler.
432, 46, Sixtus I
Got a nun with chxld

446, 47. Lol ‘
Invented proceflions on faints days, and or-
naments for their tombs.
461. 48. Hilarius .
Built almoft fifty new churches, and invent-
ed the litany.
© 467. 49. Simplicius
Found, by his followers means, the bones
of Elifba, the body of St. Barnabas, and the
gofpel of St. Matthew, written in his own
B 3 . hand.
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haod. He alfo decreed that no clergyman
thould hold a benefice of a layman.
i A D. 483. co. Felix'1II.

Ordained that churches fhotld oaly be con-

fecrated by bithops. '
492, 51. Gelafius 1. ’

Excommunicated the emperor . #naffafius,
and aoathematized the king of the Vandols.
He regulated the canon of feriptare to his
own fancy, declarmg it hercfy for laymen to

Jjudge of it. -
496. 52. Anaflafius I,

Excommunicated the emperor Anaflafius
for being an Eutychian, when he himfelf (for
being one) was afterwards forfaken by his
whole clergy. He died by voiding his bowels
io a privy-houfe.
498. §3. Schifm fsth. Symmachas, Lawrence,

Peter 11,

. Symmachus, by she affiftance of a hundred
and 1wenty bithops with their clergy, in arms,
got the day from his other two fivals.

514. 54 Hormifds
"Left behind bim many natural childres. .
523. §5. Fobnl.
Was a hearty fricnd to the Aiians.
§26. §6. Felix 1V,

Tnventel extreme un&tion, and for the be-"

nefit of the clergy, divided the chancel from

‘the church.
: 4. D,
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4. D. 530. 57, Schifin fmntb Banifa:e 11.
Digfecrus.

Boniface was the right pope, for he re
tanted his Arian notions in order to qualify
himfelf for the chair. But his antagonift was
a Simeniack.

532. §8. Fabnll.

Woas a great proje&or.

534. 59. Agapetus

Was a great friend to Thesdatus, who mur-
@ered that miracle of the age, Amalafuintha,
Gueen of the Garbs,

535. 60. Schifm eighth.  Silverius, Vigilius.

Silverius was patural fon to Hormifda, but
a heretic ; we fhall therefore efteem Pigilius 58
our trae faccellor to St. Perer, fince he was
only guihy of perjurys a fmall foult now a
woys in a churchman,

5%5. 61. Pelagius 1.

Poifoned Figilius, and decreed that the fe-
tofar arm ought to be exlled in to foppte{s
Biwetics and febifmatics,

§61. 62. Yobn UL
Eftablithed the cuftom of mﬂupping the
bones of faints,
575, 68, Besedii I..
Died of grief, - 4
§72. 64. Pulagivs W, '

Difputed with the bithop of Conflantinople
againft the refurse@ion of the body.

B3 : 4. D.
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4. D. 590. 65. Gregory 1,
Invented purgatory, the invocation of faiats,

luftrations on the purification of the virgin,
flations and pilgrimages; caufed all priefts to
put away their wives, but foon condemned
this infallible decree, when upon draining one
fith-pond, he found the heads of fix thoufand
infants there.. .

. Gog. 66. Subiniamus
" Oppofed all that his infallible predeceffor
had done; and was torn in pieces by the
people of Rome, for keeping up.a vaft hoard
of cora in a time of famine.

. 606, 67. Boniface Hf

Obtained the title of Urivral B fhop from
the ufurper. Phocas, tpon his approving and
confirming his title. He began to ufe ghe.
modelt phrafe of Volumus et Fub.mus. ‘

6q6. 68. Bomiface IV,

Joined. with Pbocas as his predeceflor had
done, and thereby obtained great privileges
for the church, With thefe two Bemifaces
- properly hegan. the papal primacy.

’ 612. 69. Deodatns

Made a.law that no woman fhould marry
» man, whofe father had been her godféther,
% being too near of kin.

616. 70. Boniface V.

Made the church an afylom. for the greatet

villanies, by privileging all thieves, murderers,
Ea
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&, that fhould take fanRuary in any churchy
or chapel. |
.. 4.D. 622. 71. Honerius 1.

'Was a Monothelite Heretic, and flands con-
demned as fuch by pope Agatho, by the hixth,
feventh and cighth general councils, .and-as
fnch: was excommunicated by La Il. '

637, 7% Severinus

Was: a. pious_charitable man, but a Bed
pope;;. for he not only did nothing to enlarge:
the power of the church, but even facrile~
gioufly . permitted. its weafures to be dimiw
© 638 73 FebIV.

Worthy doftor, you -will donbtlefs Be:
pleafed with this pope,, whio was famous: forr
his love of black-puddings, notwithftanding;
tBe decrees ofthe council of Fersfalém,. heldl
_ by pope Fames, at which.our firft vicegeremt:
poge Preter alfo affifteds
) 641. 74 Theodorus

Took the bones of St. Primus, aud' St:.
Fellucanus our of' their graves; -fet them im
Siver, and left them in St. Stephen’s clispeFeo
be worthipped by all' good- cathiolics: "

647. 75» Martins I,.. -~

Obmpius being fent tor the churcH to feize:
dim, was firuck blind juftia the inflastiwlien:
de: was .going: to exccute his ordere:. .Andl
ﬁan this pope’s time,. the cHair hascliimedi

B3 the:
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the powit of ltdklog people blind, as often ae
jt is for the intereft of the church, that they
fhould nbt fee. This man ordered ptieﬂs to
have their polis (haven.
: A D. 854 98, Engenins
Waes fo chatheble and-fo homble & man,
. und did fo little to sngmeit the power of the
church, that were it not to keep our fucceffim
perpetvaied, you and I, doQor, would ftarce
own him for & wicegerent, This fad man or.
-dered that bitheps (hould have prifons to con-
fine diforderly pricfts in, whereas we know
prifons ought only to be made for the laity.

: . 6570 7. Vhaliamus

Was the fielt that inroduced organs into
the church, as a mechapical help to internal
devotion,. left men fhould pray without iar
teafenefs of heat.

672. %8. Desdaras 1.

Built churches, and introduged the caoftom

o{ fafting upon fith in Lent. Ces
676, 79. Dono

Paved St. Peter's posch with marble, sad
withed he could hwe done it with the fcnlls
of beretics.

679. 8o. Agathy -

Ordained that all popes decrees fhoeld be
veceived as if they were uetend by 8t. Puer'’s
own mouth,

4 A4.D.
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A D. 82, 81 Le L
" Mo Ter ¥ ehirch fereice to mufic.
684. 82. Bunedis i,

Obeatned of the emperot, thiar popes hould
be chiofen By the clergy, without needing i
confirmatiott. Fle firft affbmed the title of
Chrift’s viceghrent.,

T 688 83 P V.

Lay'd 2-bed it his popedony, and was fa-
mous for writing a book cdﬂCcfn‘ ing the dig-
mity of the Pall,

) 686 8‘1 Comon ,

Foifon’d biafelf, betog, 4s fome affirah, di
firacted.
© 68 Bs. Sergiws L

trie nathe Was Poceo di Pored; of Swine-
Snont; but tiot liking Mis aame, e introduced
the fathion of the popes shangiug their names,
which has continued ever ﬁstm He was a |
notorious adulterer. '

‘ 20t 86. Fobn VL

- Repaived three elidrches, - .
S 705. 87, FebmVH.

Refuféd (6 catt 2 fymod to fettle fome points
‘of faith then ia difpute. He was a baftard te
Fobn V1. add like Nebuchadverzar, every
where erefted images, a0d made the people
(a!ldown ao0d worfhip them.

707. 88. Sifinnius

Died of the gouth‘ . 2D
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4. D.. 707.. 89, Gonflantine

Prevailed -with Theadoret the emperot’s--ad-
miral.in Jtaly, to feize upon. the archbithop.of
Ravenna, for denying the power of the chair,
and. to.burn out his eyes. This was the firfy
pope that offered his fect ta be kifled..

716. go. Gregory 1L
_ -Raiféd a rebellion: againft the emperor Les,
Ifaurus, begaufe he cavfed images.in chugchos.
to be pulled dowa..
731. 9t. Gregory I1L,,

Made a golden image of the Virgin Mary._
which he ordered to be.worlhipped on pain.
of excommunication.

741. 92. Bachary:

Excommunicated Pirgilius, as. a.deteftable:
beretic, for afferting that there were antipodes

752 93.. Siephen ]L ..

Was. pope three daps. .

752. Q4. Stephen HR

Was the firlY pope that-was casried on menn,
fhouldess. He added.the exarchat of: Raven-
na, to the patcimony. of St. Peter,_ as knowing:
that Ghrift's kingdem may fometimes.be. of .this
morld-

757: 95y Scbifm ninth. Paul IL.. Theophilusy.
. Conflantine, Philip,

Pall‘was.the trne vicegerent: Ha wrote a:
hook. in defence- of what. is commonly called:
iflolatry, calling images the Layman's. Ka-

’ kﬂkf-
AiD..
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A. D. 768.. 96. Stephen IV,
Aflembled a eouncil at Rome to alfert the

. honour of images, againft the kemoclafli (image-

breakers) of the £af?.
‘772, 97, Hadvian 1.’ .

Eftablithed image-worfhip, at the fecond
souncil of Nice. €overed: the poor fithermagp
Puter with filver and goldy and added Spoleto
and Beneventum to his patrimony.

796. "98. Lo HI.

Was fet upon by confpirators, who not
only whipped his breech, but alfo plucked out
his eyos and: his tongue, which (as the Le-
gendary fays) were fo well reftored to him
next day by the apoftles, that he pronounnced:
fentence on. thofe that did. it,. and faw them
oxecuted:: :

816. 99. Stephen V..

.Lived but fcven months infallible.

817. 100.. Pafchal 1. »

Joined in an affaflination. plot, in which
many. of the emperor Lewis’s. great men were
murdered. in the Lateran. He firft founded
the college of cardinals, who were at firft but
parith pricfls.in. Rome, but foon became mates:
for kings. . )

824. 101, Schifmtanth.. Evgeniusdl, Zinxinms.,

KEugenius was the right pope, for he ex~
communicated. all that. did. not own him. as
fachh.. ' ' ‘ :

- 4D
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A D, 8ay. 102. Veletime
‘W cheakod with a fith-houe, forsy days
afser his eleQiva.  He was 100 good & map 10’

be a good pope. -
~ ' 828. ,03‘ Gfl{ﬁry IV.
ToQicused the feak of AU-Saints,

T B 104 Sergius Moo
Rcmd a groat may faam bones to better

graves.
8sm gog Lfo V1,
Jaupdaced Peser-pence, . -
 B5s. 196, Falin Vm,,

" By fome fumitics, . cabied: Pope Foam, _Stig
was s Englify viomas, Giddwria by name;
snd fior having difguifed hesfolf in man’s ap-
parel, fhe wavclied. to Arbers with. ker Jover:
where fhe became fo great a proficient i
learning, that all the clergy looked upon her
as the ableft divite in the whole eharch.
She was at lcugth chofen pope, #nd after the
had conferred orders, made abbots, ordained
&ifhops, prie/ts, and deacons, confeceated churches,
Baptized infantt, and plaged the ppe for one
year, four months, and four days, this fiterat
ubire of Babyim, between the Coloffian theatre,
and St. Ci. ments, fell in labour, was defivered
of a baftard-child, and died on the fpoe.
For this reafon, fucceeding popes-were placed

plvyey-chaic with a hole in the bottem;.
and immediately after the cleCtion, theis
genitals
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Jemitals were to be fearched by the “youngeft
deaswn. Now, though almof fifty different
suthors confirm this fory, yet we true charch-
men muft infift upon &, that M was a true
Vicegerent, nd wwman, bots regular priefl, and
vightful fwcceffor of St. Peter.  For if Mg seere
not fo, we may chance nes to have ene bifbap
or cananicdl prieft in all Snglind. For who
koows but the prefent fote may be fuch a8
were ordained by others, who wese ordsined
by men, whefe okdination originally cime
from our fir vicrgeramt, Whole right and
quaificstion thersfore if. we fhoold be fo ime
prudent as to deny, we might at onge defiroy
the whole duine right of cpifcopasy, and re-
dute the poor church of Englend to fueh a

- pals, o to Gapd mercly upon the fowdar bnfis

of an a& of parliament, - - S

857. 407, Bewedict Bl Angflafivs 111.
Benedi®t is the man whom L prefer, whe

was himfelf buried by his own direftion before

St. Peter’s threfhold, an Jhonour St. Peter had
never received from any pope before.

. 8s8. 108, -Nickdu 1.
Introducsd the fathiop of prayiag in ag eee
knowa tongue, and for the honour- of Gad
made every one-addrefs themlclves to kim in
: 4.D,
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-A. D. 867.. 109. Hadrian II.
. Was put into the chair by.a faftion at
Rome, and then excommunicated the emperor
for not owning him immediately.
872. 310, 7vba 1X..

- Took it inte his head to difpofe of crowns,
and anoiated Lewis emperor,_ for which he
was-forced to fly ; and.afterwards tb retaior
the chair, fubmitted te Charles the md, and
nointed him empoeror.

. 88a. L Martin 11,

He was only given to forcery; fo long as
ke abftained from here{y,. we may. receive him
for a vicegerent.

884. 112, Hadrian m.

By a decree deprived the emperors of-that
sight, which’ they had always- claimed and
<njoyed, of eleing the popes:

88s. 113. Stephen VI..

Woas. efteemed the beft cheft- player of. his.
time. Sbewed himfelf a great friend -to-
witches,, adulterers, wand likewife to. the
<hurch.

890, 114, Schifm twelfrb. Formsfus, SergiusTIL.
Formofus: obtained the- chair by bribery,.
and by force obliged: his rival to fiy outok
Lol
" 89s5. 11§. Bonifice VR
Cardinal Baronius afirms that this man-was
aat eaaonically cholen,  Alas! dotor; eithen
-

~
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we maft differ from a cardinal (which we do
not care to do) or we muft give up our un-
interrupted fucceffion.
A. D.-895. 116. Stephen VII.
Dug up the body of his predeceffor, For-
msfus, to try him for herely ; and having con-
v:&cd his :rgfall:bxlzty, cut off the three fingers
of his right hand, wherewith he ufed to givg
blefling, and to confecrate.
897. 117. "Romanus
Condemuned his infallible predeceffor for hu
darbarity to Formsfus.
897. 118, Theodwrus . .
Reftored all the decrees of Formofus, which
Stepken had abrogated. . Which of their infal-
libilities was in an error, we will not ‘here
determine. -
897. 119. Jobn X.
Callcd a council to condemn all Supbu s
decrees.’ .

899. 120, Bmdzﬂ V.

“'Was pope but five moriths.

The church was without any vmgtmn’ Sou?
years, which was a fad thing. ‘

G03. 121. Schifim thirtenth, Leo V.
Chriftspher. '

; Chriflapher unpoped Leo, after he had go-
vgrncd the church for forty days ; upon which
whe paor ivan broke his heart and died.
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"A.D.go4. 122, SergiuslV,

Unipoped Chriftipber; kept Marozios 4
noble womar, ¥s his whore; and laftly infti-
tuted the bearing of candles at the fealt of
the purification, which from thence has been
Galled Candlemas-day,

orr. 123 Anaflafius IV.

‘Was a quict man, an8 did nothing either

“good or bad during his whdle pantificate.
912. 124. Lands

Was an admirer of [ils-fith and cggss and
very famous for fafting.

913. 12§. Jobn XI,

The baftard of Sergius, and much verfed in
the art of war.

028. 126 la'Vl.

Being thrown into prifon, atthe end of fix
months, his chriftian patience béing quite
worn out, he died of grief, fome fay of poifon.

928, 127, Stephen VL -

By fome-s.calied the V]Ith. Was a peace-
able man, and did nothmg for t’he good of
the church. :

930. xaB., Yobn Xﬂ.

Anether of S:rgms baftards, and 3 no-
torious- friend to reliques, He poifoned Les
and - Swphen, bis predeceflors; and being
caught in adultery, was flaia by an impudent

layman, that faid he was the hufband to his
helisefs’s miftrefs,

J’ D.
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A.D. 935. 129. Lep VL

Was a great patron of monks and friars.

939. 130. BStephew IX. =
Was all his time bufied in civil wars. .
943. 131. Adariums.

All that’s remmarkable .of him, is that fo?e
writers call him Ma-tin H1,

946. 130, Agapetws .-

Was the /firft that mﬁuuted mufic at
~Vefpers.

956. 133. Jebn XIH,

Was accufed in a fynod before the emperer
Otbe, for having put out the cyes of fome of
his cardinals, plocking out the tengmes' of
others, cutting off the hands, feer, fingersy
nofes, and genitals of others: for ordejning
deacons (to perpetuate owr fucceffion) in a .
flable, for making boys bithops for ‘moncy,
for ravithiog both virgins and pilgrims, and
laftly for calling upon the devil for affftance
at dice, and drmkmg 16 his health. For
thefe fpirinal a&ts of vicegerency, the emperor
fet him afide, and placed Lo m his ftead,
But no fooner was the emperor gone from
Rome, than Fohn returned, drove Leo Qut,
aod repoffefled the chair. In which. be con-
tinued to aQ as vicegerent, till being caught in
bed with another man’s wife, be was like hjs
predeceflfor obn XII. flain by the hufbagd

in the very a&t of adultery.
4. D,
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4. D 963. 134. Schifm fourteenth. Leo VIIL
Benddiaz V. .

Lu like a true pope call’d for aﬂiﬁance
from the fecular arm, which feized upon his
rival, and made him end his days in a prifon.

965. 135. Fobn XIV.

Invented the blefling and baptizing of bells,
which, before his time, were unhallowed
thiogs.. - ) v

972. 136. Dono 1I. .

Was a lazy pope, and a great eater, which

is all that we hear of his holinefs.
972, 137+ Renedict VI,

' 'Was imprifoned, and afterwards Grangled
in his prifon, which Platina affirms was much
t00 gentle a death for him.

972. 138. Boniface VIL

Came to the popedom by two murders,
that of Benedié?, and that of Fobn, a deacon
that oppofed him, whofe eyes he firlt plucked
out, and then killed him. ‘This vxcegcrcnt
alas! ftole all the church-treafure.

975. 139, -Bemedit VIL

Lived a whole Lent upon almonds, raifins

and milk.

983. 140. Fobn XV,
" Died in a gaol for want of neceffaries, hav-
ing been thrown into that place by the - people
of Rome, whom he had meft vnolemly op-
FCKCd.

. <. D.
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A.D. 985. 141. Fohn XVI, .

" Sold the church-plate and jewels to enrich
his kindred, whofe example hath been for
the moft part followed ever fince.

995 142. Febm XVIL

Barenizs queftions much, if there ever way
fach a pope; but you and I, dotor, will
not permit a popaﬂx cardinal to rob us of a
Suceeffor ;5 for if he does not know the ‘church’s
Aatereft, we do.

996. 143. Schifm ﬂmnb Gregory V,

Fobn XVIIL.

- Gregery was the right man, who invented
the ringing the little bell before mafs. . I
cannot deny that Fobn had fome claim to the
chair, for Platina fays he was a thief and a
‘robber.

998. 144, Silvefler 11,

Was a great necromancer: he fet up a
$razen bead, which he confuited, as many
catholics have done fince. Qne day, as he
was officiating at high mafs, at St. Crofs of
Ferufalem at Rome, thofe rebellious fubjeéts of
Chrift the devils took “his vicegerent away,
and.he was never heard of more.

. 1003, 145. Jobn XIX.

- s looked upon by the hiftorians as no Pope
at all, but is always counted one by true
‘chorchmen, who are determined aever to
give up the divine right of bithops. Heis
-€aid 4o have been an excellent magician. 4D
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4. D..1003. 145, Fohn XX,

7Till, bis time the poople of Rome always
shofe theic awn.pape: but this man wok that
privilege out. of their hands, and vefted it in
the clergy, in whom it has ever fiace con-
tinped tp be jure divine.

1009. 147. Sergius V.

Commoanly. called' 1V. He was a Pythago-
raosn,. snd fosbid all his clergy eating beans:
He was the firlt vicegerent of the prince of
pewce, tharconfecrated {words.

1012, 148: Buaedist VIII.
. Wigte an cacginism. on. the mopaflic- life,
was matried, and dicd; he and his family of
the pl
P agp‘1024.. . 149. Fobm XXI.

Platina and others affirm he pever was in
holy ordess;. but. fince: he ordained éiftops,
priefis and deacons, we might as well give fnto
the ftavy of Pipe Joar, as allow this maa to
havs been a /ay-vicegorent.

1033 550, Sebifm; fixtemiby Bemedic 1K,
Sidvefler 11L.. 158, Gregory V1.

Benedict. was a forcersry Sslvsfer a. fodemite,
and Gregory anufurer. Thiee peefons. fo well
gifted, ther I am at a Rand to. determine who
had the beft daima. To awoid miftakics; let
us join therthree together; and wemay affitm
that amoegft thees, d'wymde wp: one: vl
 quslify drpeprs

4. D.
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A.D. 1047. 152+ Clement 11,
Did nothing semarkable. befides making all

. the people in Reme perjure - themfelves,. o
| thing commonly pradtifed by divines.

son8, 153 Demefus.Ih.
{ Poifoned his predeceslos, and enjoyed the.
 ahaiv i three and twenty deys. afiern
ro49. 154 L IX,
Tnvented the ufeful doftine of tranfiib-
fantiation ; and to make the abfurdity fwal-

low'd, gave out that Chriftf and he had many
perfonal converfations.

1055. 155, Fifter L.
Excommupicaied. mamy of his clergy for
fornjcation, by whom he was paifoned:ag a
y:anmcal vxcegcrcnt

1057. 156 Scbifin fwm‘eeub Supbm X.
Bemedicr X,

Stcphen was auy right. fuccefor, for he fens
tenced '3 man to death for faying St Peter did
aot die at-Rome; T

1059. 157 Nickolas I
Exwmumcaxcd and, pesfecused ‘all thofe
that denied traafubflamtiation,. and mede Bs-
rengarius vecant -his errors, which were the

fame tenets,. - that the church of England naw
holds.

4. D,
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y A D 1061. 158, Schifm eighteenth, Alexander I,
Honorius 11.

" AMlexander, like a true head of the church,

deprived all laicks of the right of mvc&xturc

to facred funtions.

1073. 1 59 Schifm ninetemth,’ Gregory VIL.
Clement I11. '

Gregory (by others called Hildebrand) made
his way to that dignity by poifoning five of
his. predeceffors ; cxcommnnigatcd Henry 111
and made him wait barcheaded and barefoot
‘three days, before he would readmit him into
the church.

3086. 160. Schifm twenticth, Viﬂor III.
Clemens 111, L
~ Viftor excommunicated Henry ITI. as his
predeceflor had done, and was poifoned in a
chalice for his pains. .
1088. 161, Urbanus I,
Made a decree that no layman fhould give
an ccclefiaftical benefice. From his quarrel-
A‘fome temper was nicknam’d Turbanus.
1099. 162. Schifm twenty-firfl. Pafchal I1,
“Guibert, Alberte & Atella, Frederick, Magi-
nulphus, -

Pafchal was the true pope, and had been 2

creature of Grzgory VIL. He made a league

with the emperor Henry V. and confirmed

%t with the molt folemn oaths; but no fooner
' was
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“wwas Henry gone out of Jtaly, when he revoked

411 that he had done, and excommunicated
‘him ; nay, and made Him wait at his door
bare-foot, before he wauld :ecall the excom-
municatioh.

1118, .163. Schifm. twenty ﬁmd Gélafius T,
- Greggy VIIL

Gelafins was the true fucceﬂ'or, to whofe
piety the-world owes the ﬁoundauon of the
4nights templars.

1119. 164, Califfus II.

Decreed that :no loufy perfon Thould enter
the church, and declared it was adultery for
a-bithop to forfake Hlis fee ; by which we may
underftand who my lady bifbop is.

1124. 105, Schifm tew:nty-third. Honorius II
. Celeftin 11.

Homorius, to manifeflt his fi fncere love to
the chuyrch, put ta death Arnulphus, a lw-
church preacher in thofe times, for inveighidg
againft the pride and ufurped power of the
Romifh church,

1130, 366, Schifmn twenty ﬁurtb Ifmmu II
Anacletus 1. Vigor 1V,

Innpcent doubtlefs was the trucft vicegerent,
for he -ordained that no laymaa thould pre-
{ume -ever to lay violeat haads on a clergy-
man.

vOL. I e 4. D,



50  Tbe Pillars of PRIESTCRAFY
A.D. 1143. 167. Celeftin III, .

Commonly called II. Was the firft inven-
tor of that chriftian method of curfing by ed,
book and candle,

1144. 168. Lucius 11,

Brought up the orthodox cuftom of eating

pancakes and fritters on a Sbrove:Tuefday.
1145. 169. Eugenius 111,

Repaired feven churchos. ’

1153, 170. Mnaflafus V.

“Converted the Pantheon, where the heathen
deities were worfhipped, into the Maria Re-
tanda, where popith faints are prayed to.

1154. 171. Hadrian 1V,

From a beggar at St. 4lbans, came to be
pope; and being thus mounted, to try how
well he could ride, made the emperor Fre-
derick Barbaroffa hold his ftirrup, -after which
he excommunicated him, becaufe he would
not hold ‘the empire as a fief or tributary to
the pope. He abfolved all the fubjeéts of
William king of Sicily from their- allegiance;
and, in a word, was a true friend to the
«church.

1159. 172, Schifm teventy fifth. Alexander T
- Victer IV.  Pafchal 111,

Alexander was my man, for the trod npon
the .emperor Frederick’s head, faying, Super
affidem et bafilifcum ambulabis; the emperor
(as if he had been tutored-by the bithop of

Banger)
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Bangor) anfwered, Nom tibi fed Petro, that
s, You cannot pretend to that power the' Peter
might, who was an apoftle, andinfallible; to
which the pope repked, (asif you and I had
been by to advife him) et mibi et Petro, .the
fame¢ powers are lodged in-me as were in Peer.

A. D. 1181. 173. LaciusIII.

Attempted to abolith the whole confti-
tution at Rome, and bring it iato {pbjedtion
to himfelf ; in which ke fucceeded fo far, as -
to deftroy the whole confular pawer.

© 1186, 174. Urben IlL

Woas a great encearager of the ‘holy war,
but died .of a frigh.

1187. 175. Gregory VIIL

‘Was pope two months, and fick all the
time, whether infallibility did aot agree with
bis conftitution, or what elfe ailed him, 1
<annot tell,

1188. 176. Clement 111,

Pardoned all fins that were committed by -
any that fhould afterwards die in the holy -
wars. He -excommunicated the Danes for
maintaining the marriage of their clergy.

1191. 1772 Clytm L.

Firlt with his feet pat the crown npon the
emperor Otho’s head, and then kick'd it off,
Taywg, Per me reznant reges, that is, Aiy .
Ringdom is of this world,

cz ) /’- Dc
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A. D. 1198.- 178. Inmocent IIL.

Excommaunicated the emperor Otho IVth,
made king Fobn of England hold his crown as
" tribotary, and confirmed the heavenly doc-
trine of auricular confeffion.

1217. 179. Honerius 111,

By this wccgercnt sinftigation, St. Dominick
fet the engines of this world at work, and prac-
tifed wholefome feverities againft the heretical
Waldenfw and Albigenfes, of whom not above
a hundred thoufand fuffered for believing what
is now the do&rine of our church, but was
then a damnable herefy, the /af determination
of the church belng againtt it.

1227, 180. Gregory IX,

Excommunicated his patron Frederick TL
by whofe means alone he was made pope:
to fhew that gratitude cannot influence the
church in favour of a man that oppofes their
power. However, to fhew that there is a
way of influencing the church, (tho’ not by
gratitude) he abfolved the emperor upon
paymeat of onc hundred and twenty ounces
of gold.

1241. 181. Celflin IV.

Died of poifon eighteen days after his elec~

tion, before he knew that'he was infallible.
1242. 182, Innacent IV,

Perfecuted Robert Grofthead, bithop of
anln, for calling him Anti-Chriff. He firft

ditecled
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dire&@ed the cardinals to wear red hats, which

beretics fay, was a certain token that they
belonged to the fearlet whore,

A.D.1254. 183, Alexander 1V.
Declared all the Saracens were in a ftate of
dampation, and not finding they fought 'the
worfe, died of grief.
1261, 184. Urtam 1V,
Excommunicated Mainfroy king of Sicily,
and publithed 2 croifade againft him, pro-
mouncing a great namber of pardons and be-
nedictions to thofe of his fubje&s, that fhould
cither dethrone or kill him.
1268, 185. Clement 1V,
Was firft a foldier, then a lawyer, and laft
of all a pope.
The fee of Rome was vatant two years,
which was a fad thing.

12;1. 186. Gregory X.

Exa@ed of all the clergy a teath part of
their livings towards the charge of the holy
war : but no occafion happeniog, applied it
all to his owp private ufe.

¥2y5. 187. Jamocemt V., .

Was the firft that kept a folemn coronation.

1276, 188. Hadrian V.
Died thirty-fix days after he was elected.
1276. 18q. I‘falm XXII.

Was a very good phyfician, and an expert
aftrologer ; notwith{tanding which great helps,
Platina affirms he aQed very foolifhly,

C 3 4. D.
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A.D. 1277." 190. Nichilas 111,

‘Was the real author of that very whole-
fome feverity to the French in' Siiily, known
by the name of the Sicikan vefpers.

3281, 191. Mortin IV,

Entirely anfwered the do@rine which you
and I, 8ir, have fo often aflerted. For he
certainly fate in Chrift’s flead, when the am~
bafladors of Palerms, kueeling, repeated thrice:
to him thefe words, = Thou that takff away
the fins of the world, have mercy upon us.
Which addrefs his holinels reccived very gras
cioufly. He kept for many. years a.¢oncubine
of his predeceflor. Nicholas’s.

¥285. 192. -Fonorins IV..

Excommunicated Peter king of Arragem,
and his fon; and ogpofed our Englfh king
an Jevying taxes, .

1288. - 193 Nichelas 1V. .

Made himfelf: mediator to ali the princes in
Furspe, and- would have fent them all faun-
#iring into the holy wars.

1294, 1g4. Cdeflin V.

Was too fimple and too honeft a man to

do much fervice to the church..

1294.. 195.. Boniface VIII.

Made up for the inative fpirit of his pre- -
deceflor; invented the market of indulgences,
and for every hundréd years foundeda judslee;.
;at which.time- every man’s fins were forgiven,

WRoR.
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upon his vifiting St. Peter and St. Paul at their
churches in Rome. Philip, king of France,
eonvicted him in open parliament of fymony,
murder, atheifm, ufury, adultery, and alfo
of a fecret league with the Saracens. I am
forry to fay that, for our arguments fake,
you and I, dotor, muft accept of this man.
for one of Chrift’s vicegerents.

A. D. 1303) 196. Benedic? Xl.
Was poifoned for his probity.
1304. 197. Clment W
-Was the firlt that fixed & ftnding price
upon indulgences.

1315, 198, Schifm twenty-firtd. Fibn XXIH
Nichalas V.

Fokn was the true head of the church, He:

‘eaufed Peter a monk and many of his foI< -

lowers (who: taught that Chrift had oo pro-
perty, and- alfo thae his difciples had none)
to be burned alive. He was allo of opinion-
that in the text My kingdom is not of -1bis
world, the word NOT was fpurious, and"
ought mot to remain- in any orthodox lible.
This'is an anf{wer to the modern herefy that -
we never thought of, and deferves well to be-

confidered.

1334. 199. Benedic? XIL.
Excommunicated the emperor Lewis, and:
gave away-all his dominions in fraly,
- C. 4. A D,
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A. D. 1342, 200, Clemens V1,

Ordered the jubilee to be kept every.fifty
years, the hundred years market coming'
" round too feldom: for the church’s benefit,

1352. 201. Junocent VI

Burned Fobanmes de Rupe Sciffa, for pre-
tending to affert, that the Scripture might be
interpreted by.a private judgment ; by which it
appears, that had the bithop of Basgor lived
then, e might have been bumed for his
notions.

1362. 202.° Urlmn V. .

Excommaunicated Barnabun kieg of Milan,
for denying his infallibilitys was a great
ftickler for the privileges of holy church,- and
confirmed the order of St. Bridget.

1370. 203. Gregory XI,
" Dlevcr Kived ac Rome, till upon his {ufpend--
ing a bifhop for non-refidence, he was afked
how he could punifh a fault he commmed.
himfelf.
1378. 204. Schifm twenty-[eventh. Urbaz’V I
Clement V1.

Urban, the true fucceffor, took five of the
cardinals that had voted againft him, and
putting them iato facks, threw them isto the
fea.

1389. 205. Boniface 1X. Beénedict X111,

Boniface, the real pope, -while the other

lived at Avignon, feized a priclt at the head of
a con~
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a confiderable number of priefts in white gar-
ments, and fufpe@ing he had a defign of
making himfelf pope, ordered him to be burned
alive. :

A. D. 1404. 2006.- Schifm twenty-cighth. .

Iunocent Vil.. Benedi®? XIII. ‘

.- Inmecent, our vicegerent, upon being re-
proached by the citizens of Rome, for breach
of his oath, ordered elevén of them immedi-
ately to be beheaded, faying, that was the only
way to remove Jebifm and fedition.

1406, 207. Schifin twenty-ninth, Gregory XII
Benedic? X111,

Gregory, the true head of the church, did
nothing of . confequence, but excommunicate
his opponest. Which ke did in order to
make him a beretic, and fo render void the
oath which he had made to him, that if he -
were chofen Pope, he would refign to him;
but fides cum bereticis non ¢ff fervanda,
1409 208. Schifn thirtieth. Alexander V

Benediar X1IL.

Depofed Lad; iflaus king of Napks, aud gave
his kingdom away 'to Lewis of Anjou.

1414. 209, Schifm thirty firff. Fobn XXIV.
. Bencdic? X111

Fohn was depofed by the council of Con-
Aance as a drunkard, an inceftaovs perfon, &
pedlar of pardons, and an infidel In the fane
council, Benedifl was likewife depofed. One
of the refolutions of the council was, That o

cs general
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gmral council Icgalb ﬁmmmud, was ixufleds
with the [upreme. authority uext. to Fefus. Chiifd.
Then it was.that infalibility cregtinto agnu-
rad council, .

4.D. 1437. mo. > Sehifm tbivty-ﬁmcd."

Meartin Vs . Clement V1L .

~ The Iattgr-of thefe sbdicated the popedom,..
foon.after, be bad obtained it. But Adersie,.
like a wife man, thoughe £t to .difmifs the-
council of Conflam:e, ' upon.its Being propofed
there to confidervof: 2. reformation- of maapers..
amongf(t the clergy. This was the good pope -
that condemned Aickhiff,. and: effiCtually.
quelled thofe diffurbers of the church’s umity,
Jom Hufs and: fereme of Rragus, by.the helpe:
of: thofe- neceffary ng_xw callcd fire, and;
faggoto

143! 211, " Sebifm: tlnriqubxrd Eugcumslv‘ :

Febix 1V,
. Eugmm, the:true vicegerent-to the.pritce:
. of: pﬁce-, was, duriag his. whokx ppp;dom
- engaged in'a war, ‘
1447, 2124 . Ntcbéh: VI

' ®ave an indalgence. te a friend of hisy to:
g0 10 -a. foscerer. for, the. 3ecovery, of fulen.

goodi. © -
. 3483 23, Califiys 1L
Caaomd ,’.'D)«»l Ferrier, a-potorious wi--
z r
* d 14,58 214.. Pius Il’
" Was'a guier man,, and of i no ufe: to the-
church, .

B



' amd OrTroDOWY fhukin. %9
chyrch, which fands in need of men of aQive.
and enterprizing geniafes.

A D. 1464 215. Paul IN,

Conimonly called . He decreedall lcarnmg«
to be herefy; and very truly declared igmorance -
to be the mother of devotion. He told Platina
that all laws human and disine were lodged!
in his breaft.

1471, 216, Sixtus IV
~ Murdered ons of the princes of the Mediéi
family by-hired affaffins, whilft he was at mafs.:
He permitted public bawdy-houfes to be kept-
fn Rome, upon their paying him certain fines;
and brought in the ufe.of beads.

14844 217+ lmmtV!IL
€olle@ted a-valt fom: of money for a war.
againft the. Turks, and employ’d it all in a war«
with the kisg of Naples, who was a chriflian.:
He was much given to exceflcs in drinking and
to venery.
1492, 218. Alexander. VI
Obeained the popedom..by nothing but bri~
.bery. He was.poifon’d by a miftake with. the-
wery dofe, which. bis fon had prepared for a
‘rich cardinal that fepped with him.: He ver
ry- frankly own’d all his baftards, which’were.
no fmall' number ;. was accufed of :committing -
jaceft with his fifter, and of having sntered in-
-te-a compact with: the dewil. .
c6-- - A B
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4. D, 1503. 219. PiusIil.
Was poifon’d twenty {ix days after he wag
¢chofen. - .
1505, 220. Fulius 11,
" Was a true member of the church militaat,
-for he pever was out of war, all his life-
time. . He fodomitically ravithed two neble
Venet'an youths, had two baftards, and dy'd
of a fever at feventy years of age. He was
remarkably zealous for the pow.r of the cburch, -
which one good quality may cover @ mulii-
tude of fin:, in the opinion of s ftaunch
churchmen, fooner by much than chariry. .~
1514, 221, Le X.

He fold pardoas at very reafonable rates.
And was heard by fome Beretics (25 they have
affirm’d in print) to fay that the gofpels might
more properly be called the fubles of Chriff.
But this we fucceffionifls believe to be fabulous.

1522, 222, ddrian VI,

Acknowledged that he himfelf was fallible,
and that the church of Rome was a fink of
vices. This therefore is the worft of all our
SJucceffors, and we fhould difown him, could
we perpetuate our fucco/fion without him. This
we tay f{ay, that he deferved as little to be pope
as a certain perfon does to be a bifhop, fince
both of them betray the fecrets of their order.

1532, 223; Clemem IX.
-Io this vicegerent’s time, there arofe a fett
of men with the bithop of Banger’s notions,
and
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and to the great difturbance of the church’s
peace amd unity, taught thefe heretical doc-
trines : That no man was infallible, and
therefore no man was qualified to a& in
Chrifts flead : - That Chrift was king in his
own kingdem 3 and therefore no man could im-
pofe their interpretations of his laws upon
others: That all his laws were contained in
Scripture, and that every thing neceffary to
falvation was there fo plainly delivered, that
"the meaneft capacity might underftand it : and’
that every one was: to read in that book, and
jodge for themfelves. At the fame time,
tranflations of the bible were made in’'all lan-
guages. Thus was the v.id of the temple rent
in twain, and hidden myfteries were expofed
1o the eyes of the vulgar. Thefe free-thiaking
notions prevailed fo far, that at length the
fecular power in this nation embraced them:;
and cutting off a noble revenue from the
church, (what now a-days would amount ‘to
ten or twelve millions per annum, for which
many honeft churchmen figh to this day.)
Schifm thisty-fourth. - IR
King Menry VII1. made himlelf fupreme head
‘of the church, which example..all our kings -
have followed. And as this title has been
confirmed by ads of parliament, which make.
it a premunire to {peak againft:it: fo evex fince
.that time, it has been-the :fathion in Hugland
: to
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té fook mpon the Rewan Catdeiicks as thd
Jehifmaties,

Out of prudence I proceed oo farther in my-
1ift, but fhall leave every honeft churchiman ta-.
guefs who are the reft of my, vicegerents: L.
doubt.not but we fhall underftand one ano-
ther’s meaging, #s well as.if we fpoke ont,
However if any of our fiiends fhould be fo dull ¢
a3 pob to know what we would have, let them-
coplult Dr. Hicks's wotks, snd Lefey’s Cafa of:
4be Pontifcates and she Regale.. Fheve be may:
difcevers not- only where the fincereft of us -
lodge the fipremaey, but alfo learn the abfoluse :
-neeetlity of an unimterrapied fucceffion . of men
vefled with that [upremacy, withows which, it-
fetms, we. mufk sl be wnoverdably. damned .
And' akliough fome weak brethren may be-
;puzzled in this-affair, becaunfs: they know we
‘have fwallawed certaia odd vaths, which feem-
0 contradi both our comver/ation and decirine :
et, if they will butconfider how uareafonable.
"and bow antichrifian it is,. that we {piriteal -
members of the. churdhrfhiould be tied down by.
aaths invented by: ymen, they may feon difco~
ver where it is, that we:place our umimterrupied i

sfucceffion of Gbriff's wmrgcmm

- You fee, learned: do&os, that I have-eleared~
‘vp the hieraschy of our. chureb, and replaced*
th‘-‘
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S drvine right .of epifcopacy upon.its-true and <
Jlid bofia; a bafis not to-be fhaken by the
biweath of every {coffing free-thinker. . Let then-
she hithop, aad his {econds; the swumies of ail’
revelation, read biere, and. be confonnded. Let
them-fee Kere-a perpetuased fuccsfionof infallible '
muns from the. apofiles days ; though indeed they.
are many of them guiley of fadls, which in any.
layman gt bave ferved for foils to the a&ions-
of & Nero or Haiogebalus; . yet fince they were
committed by«lergymen,.are only to be regard-
ed as fandified trifles, and venial Peccadillo’s §
as appeass from -the pious- annotatioas in our
® Orthodox. Teflament on the 23d-<chapter of-
St. Moatthew, which affixm, 7kat netwithfiand-
ing the bifbap of Rome were sver fa wicked of
Jife 5 yoa, though fome traiter as. evil.as Judas-
twere bifbep thiseofy it fhould-mat be prejudicial to-
the church. Thus, reverend Sir, it is- phio,.
that no objection of weight:can be. ftarted a--
.gainft us-: Ror were our fuscqffion compoled of*
devik incarnate, provided: they were regularly:
ordained, it woyld be never.the werfe; nay in.
the condition: things now ftand, it would be.
much: the better. Fos: the more: power Satan
Jad (and he certaialy would ‘have:vaft:power:
were he a pope) the greater would the obligae
tion be n;pn the /aity of: ketpmg ¥s Upy a3 &-

o«Pzimdat Rhulh 1581, Pirinat
iribua
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fpiritual flanding army agaiokt him. To fay
the truth, were our enenty (or thall I call him
our friend) the monarch of bell totally fubdued
and crothed, T doubt it woald fare with us, as
it did with many of the gentlemen of the
{word, fince the death of Lewis XIV,~—We
fhould ¢éither be difbanded or reduced to half-
pey. A misfortune which thofe gentlemen of
. a carnal warfare might eafily have avoided, had
they taken us fpéritual militia for their example,
and either fought booty, or teken care mot to
caft forth and difpoffefs the edemy too often of
‘their faftneffes. A prieflly forefight, which the
rath D, of M— wanted in Flanders. He was
a layman, but thank our ftars we of the clergy
have more prudence than to rout our eneniies
too much, and therefore we fhall never run
the rifque of being laid afide, as he was. To
which end, inftead of attempting to remove
the wickednefs, the ignorance and fuperftition
of the vulgar, three main props of our facerds-
tal power, let us preach up nothing but parsy
[ermons, let us cry up our own “authority, and
continually alarm the nation with the danger of
the church ; and I cannot in the leaft doubt, bat
we fhall fee the honelt Zaity content ftill to
follow us with ftringsin their nofes. To thew
you, do&tor, that I have not been idle in this
grand affair ; I can affure you that, though I
am but a country curate, 1 have been for thefe
many
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many years inculcating into my congregation
the belief of my miffion from heaven; I have
often told them that I am God’s ambaffader 5
that I ought to be treated by the beft of my
parith, with a fubmiffion due to fo great a per<
fon, otherwife it was an affront npon him that
fent me : And I have fo far fucceeded, that the
leaft coniempt of me fixes ypon any man the
name of fanatic : A title, which I have taught
my flock to dread, more than that of atheiff,
blafpbemery drunkard, whoremafler, or fwearer.

Thus, Sir, though our office be originally
to preach Chrifl,yet you knowit is very whole-
fome and for the good of the church to preach
our felves too.  And as we can fhew no creden-,

tials for our embaffadorbips, fo it will be very - -

expedient for us to keep the laity from making
any ftri& enquiries into them ; for which good
purpofe, let us true churchmen ftand by one
another ; and if any one fhall be fo bold (which
of late too too many of our own order have
been) as to queftion our authority, let us
never {lick a moment at branding him with the
names of fanatic, atheifl, free-thinker and ene-,
nemy to all revelation, And as a great empe-.
ror of Rome led the way, and you have honeft-
ly followed his example, let us drefs up all our
encmics in wolves and bear-skins, and then we
sced not fear their being worry’d and baited

by
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by a true church-mob, whenever they have am-
opportunity: And as our own bulky reputation
will eafily. weigh down “that of another man,
when-it is crack’d or almoft wafted away; fo-
it willnot-be improper to employ all the hands:
we can, in raking for dirt to throw at our
adverfaries, efpecially thofe of unblemithed:
charalters. In which pleafing tafk, I can pro.
mife you the pious endeavours of many of my
brethren here, who- have taken indefatigable:
pains in fpreadiag your works.

" I hold it prudencein all cafes- to follow the:
advice of theold proverb, and ¢ry whore firft :
for which reafon [ think we ought to ftigma-
tize all our oppofers with the name of papif?
as well as of fanatic, For fince our denying,

the liberty of private judgment moay be demaqn~-

firated to be dire@ly oppofite to the founda--
tion on which the reformation was built, we-
fhould not eafily get off the imputation of po--
perys had we not been before-band with our:
adverfaries, and called them papiffs and ememies
fo our chburch, firft. Again our fcheme of
church goveroment is the fame with that.
which the Jefuits maintain to be their public
thefes, and our doQrine of poffibilities is exceed-
ing like theirs of probabilities * ; now left our
great encmy the bithop of Banger fhould!

% Vid. Lettres Provinciales.. Let. V.
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fx apon us the reproach-of adhering to Fefu-
stical nations, which we could not well clear
ourfelves from, we begia with him, and nos
only charge him with inclining to Fefuitifm,
but likewife with entertaining one sf that fra-
ternity in bis benfe. It is true the poor refugee
has fufficiently convinced us that he is no Fe~
Juit, but that fhall never fatisfy us; whillt he
continues under the fame patronage, he fhall
alfo continue uader the fame name : and whilft
he converfes among the feconds of our grand
adverfary, we will admit of mo proof of his.
<onverfion, but deem him as much a Fefuit, 45 +
if we faw bim cficiating at bigh mafs.

. And here, Sir, though we ufe the words e-
Juit and bigh mafs to frighten our weak bre-
thren from joining with our enemies; yet I
would not have any one imagine that there is
any barm in the 1hings themfelves. 1 confels
had Mr. Pillonniere fVilt officiated at high mafs,
he would have found better quarter from us;.
for ’tis not probable thar any fett of true.
#riefls (hould be real epemies to fuch a religion.
as that of the Romifp church, which is fo ad-.
mirably ealculated for the power, honour, and?
grandeur of its clergy. Alas, hath.he been.
ene of thofe quick-fighted fathers, and.not:

4 Snape’s fecond Let. p..66.. .
founds
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found out, that we long for thofe onions,
fweeter than any that ever grewin Egypt - Had
he been a- man of pepetration, he muft have
Jong ago found out the drift of all our pious
_endeavours, He might lrave obferved thac
when we had a cathdlic priuce on the throne,
then it was that our famous doétrine of PAS:,
SIVE OBEDJENCE and NON-RESISTANCE.
was moft inculcated, as the only medium for a
pepifh king. to eftablith his religion here by.
He might have obferved how carefully we
kave propagated the doétrine of divine inds-
feaﬁble bereditary right; which -had it takea
its defired effe&, 1 leave the world te judge ¢f
wbat religion our king wounld mow have been.

The bifhops 7¢fuit might have obferved what
‘we meant by the word church, whofe danger
. (like mercury in a barometer, wholly govern’d:
by the power of external air) was obferved to
rife or fall, juft as papery loff or get ground -
here. Thus in king Charks the 1Id’s time,
the church was very healthy ; in king Fames
the I1d’, /be flourith’d exceedingly, till he un-
wifely began to put our paffive doirines iw
pradife upon ourfelves, which made car nature
s little rebel againft our prineiple. In King
William’s reign, the poor church languithed
under a deep confumption ; which was fome~
what reftored by the two firft years of Queen
Anne: But as foon as ever the Duke of Marl-

borough
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* Jurough beat our friends beyond Tea, our eccle-

fiaftical weather-glafs rqfz, and the ghurch was

" mever in fuch danger : But this was {oon over,
~ for the queen at a fouch-cured all our evil, by

putting an end to the church-deffructive war,

clapping up a peace, that had we been beaten,

we could not have obtained .one more for the
benefit of our vhurch; and laftly, by degrading
the conquering general, and placing one in his
soom, who was a zealous fon of our church,
for which he now fuffers exile with his and
oor FRIEND. Thefe indeed were glorious
fimes ! But «las! our pious queen and our

" moft chriftian ally died juft in the nick of time;

what QUALMS our poor church has had ever
fince, muft needs be known to Mr. Pillonniere. -

- Befidesall this, he can never really think we

hate him for being one of the Fefuits, if e will

but farther canfider in how many things we of
the btgbsdmrcb{ollow theic fteps.

Toe 7 fum m t\:eu' thefes of Lova'n, in the .
year 1645, fay ®, It is only a venial fin to ca-

lamniate and impofe Jfalfe crimes to ruin their cre

dit, who fpeak illof us. Now can any man that
reads the dean of Chichefler’s, Mr. Law’s or
your writings, conclude from them, that any
of us true fons of the church differ from this te-
act of thofe worthy fathers? I am fure our

® Lettres Provinciales.. Let, XV.

-

treat-
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- treatment-of the bifhop of Bangor proves that
we are of their mind. And as the good fathers
of Lowain prove their right of calemaiating by
their matchlels do&trine of 3 predabilities; fo
we by' the help of p-/fibilities fupport our ca-
lumnies. As for example, Pillonniere may pof~
Sibly be a Fefuit fiill, ergo, be is a Fefuit fill.
This is our peculiar church-hygic, and as you
fay t-cwery one why anderflands reafining (which
indeed none but we {ftanach churchmcn do)
will agree woith you.

Again, the reverend fathers the Fefuiss hold
it lawful 20 do svily provided it be fir the good
of the church, Now if this were ot al{o onr
religious principle, how could we juftify the
many honef church mobs which we have flirred
up-to burn and plunder meeting-boufes for the
fake of the dburch: or how could any of out
gown have appeared at Preflon, had not she
good of the church been thought to licenfe our
breaking our eaths, and fan&ificd rebellion ?

Again, thofe ghoftly fathers the Fefuits
teach the direftion of the intention, with that
excellent dofirine of mental reﬁrwum, by
which a man may commit any ¢rime, and avoid
the fio. Now if fome henefi men amongft us

1 Lettres Provine. #di fupra,
% Snape’s feccnd Letter, p. g..

3

had
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“had not fomefuch fmall belps, they could never
’have {wallowed the caths of allegiance and ab-
Juraimz Heartiny, WiLLineLy, apd
TRULY, asmoft of us do: But as thefe oaths
-are taken for the gaodrf the church, and for the
retaining of benefices in orthodox hands, the
uprighinefs of the intention atones for the fin of
perjury, if we fhould chance any of us to be
-guilty of fo wenial a fin. Purfuant to this
principle too; if we find one of the /aity im-
gplicit in his obedienceto s (let him be ever fo
profiigate, or ever fo great a firanger to the
iofide of a church) we pronounce him a Jettsr
churchman than a follower of the bithop of
dBangor, ‘though he were cver fo regularin his
dife, or ever {o conftant in going to church's
‘Becaufe thefe aQions can have no true merit in
them, while this intention is diabolically diretted
to the defirultion «of the true and unlimited
autbority of the church, which is the chief thing
#hat.a believer hould -be attached to.

The Jefuits, as well as all other catholicks,
«deny the /ity the ufe of the feriptures, And
«even in this point we do not differ from them,
fo much as we would make weak brethren be-
ldieve we do: For form fake indeed we put the
bible into the people’s hands, butthen we de-
ny them the /¢ of it, as much as any Fefuit
can. For if any one pretends to read it with

more
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more underftanding than a boy at a reading-
fchool ; if any one thall dare to chalk out to
himfelf from thence rules of life, of confiience,
or of faith, without confulting s, the faucy
JShoemaker will quickly be told, that he is gone
beyond bis laft : Negative difcouragements and
(if we have them in our power) pofitive punifh-
ments fhall foon teach hun that bis foul is not
bis own, -

To proceed. As the fathers the Jefuits hold
it lawfyl * to murder and aflaflinate princes,
who are not for the ualimited power of the
¢burch, and can prepare for that purpofe Bar-
rieres, Chaflels and Ravilliacs: So we never
wanted our Perkins, Friends, Fenwicks and
Shepheards, whenever we thought our church
was in danger. Not to run parallels farther,
by comparing the extenfivenefs of charity a-
.mongft the Fefuits with what .we practife,
which would be only proving one Ssfia was
like another ; I am fure I have faid enough to
convince any hearty Fefuit, that it is much
more prudent for him to jein with us of the
bigh-church, than to effociate with the bifhop
of Bangor and his fanatical companiés.

Therefore I beg you to communicate this
letter to Mr. Pillmi:r:; a Jefuit be certainly.

* See appendix to the Summary of Religions
Houfes in England and Wales, p. 88 to the end, -
was
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wous, and therefore is fo mow ; and I doubt not
but as he is a Fefuit, upon duly weighing what
is here urged, he will defert that fcandalous
caufe, which he is now embarked in, to flock
with birds more of his own feather. And when
we have beréft our antagenift of the man who
belped him to all his evaffons, equivocations,
and mental refirvations; how eafy will it be to
ren dowa dn heretic, that hath nothing but
reafon and feriptare left to fupport his caufe :
‘reafen and feripture, two weak fupports, when
fet in competition with the engines of this world,
which ought to be emplayed by us, the vice-
gerents of Chrift ®, for refiraining offenders a
gainft us, and to kecp in awe the difiurbers of the
chirch’s peace and unity. Let the bifhop re-
member the fate of Fobn Hufs, Ferome of
Prague, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and the reft
of the remarkable diftarbers of the church’s
anity ; and whatever ill-grounded opinions he
may have entertained concerning us, becaufe
we wear the name of preteffant, I can aflure
him, he would find he had a woful canfe to
defend, were we intrufted with thofe engines
#f this world, by which our happy brethren
beyond fea daily preferve the autherity, peacry
and unity of the church.

¥ ® Swape's firlt Letter, p. ze. o
. VOLQ uI' D "{nz
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Having thus fully confuted the bithop’s ar-
guments, and fettled the vicegerency in Chrifi's
#ingdom in the popes till the reformation ; tho?
where it now continues, I neither dare nor will
bluntly affirm : In order to put in every hogeft
churchman’s mouth a defence ‘of our pan of
church-government, 1 thall lay down a fhort fpe-
cimen of it, founded on the foregoing chwreh--
maxims. And to do this with more esfe (finca
I have proved that the kingdom of Chrift, note
withftanding all texts to the contrary, may be
of this world) 1 will liken it to formething chat
is aCually now in this world, and that fhall be'
to your Dionyfian monaychy at Eaton.

Firft then, as you fit fupreme governor, ea~,
compafled round with fecudar exgines, and vefk-
ed with power to fet them on-work, for the.
terrifying and keeping in awe all thofe, who

_attempt to difturb the peace of your fchoel : So
our grand wicegerent (whether he be a pope,.
a king, an archbifhap, or a collettive body of
clergy) ought to fit fupreme in the fpiritual
kingdom, affifted with fecular engines, and
velted with power to fet them at work, as often
as the peace and unity of the cbwreh fbail b¢
molefted. . :

As you have the fame powsr's with the firft’
mafter that ever taught in your fchool, which
were
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were handed down to you by the preceding
safter, and which, when you leave the fchoo/,
sgou will tranfmit to another, whe will upon his
demiffion fubRitutelikewifeanother, thereby to
perpetuate a fuccelfien of fchoud mafiers at Eaton :
Sovur prefent {pirityal head of the church hath
tNe fame powers with the firft vicegercnt dele-

gated to him; which powers, when he can no’

Jonger remain fupreme va earth, will'be tran{-
amitted to otbers, who are to perpetnate a fa:ccf-
Joon of fuch vicegerents :brougb all ﬁmmdmg ages”
o lbe world,

As in’ your ‘Eatonian kingdom it fometimes
- happens, that when negative dtﬁ‘ourag:menﬁ
are not fufficient to keep your fubjes in or-
der, you apply pofitive punfbments, and that
effc&ual engine the rod : “So in our ccelefiafti-
cal kingdom, when. little megative difcowage-
ments, fach. as occafional and fehifn bills, are
found infufficient towards. preferving  church
unity, a pofitive application of. fines and penmalties;
and {ometimes of. fire and fagget is not a me-
thod whelly d:fpleaﬁng to.ftaunch churchmen
Aat bottem.

As none of your children have any right to
Jjudge for themfelves, or to queftion youg infal-
libility in expounding the clafficks, even though
you taught that Bavius and Mevius were

. D2 better

d
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better poets than Virgil or Horace : So nong ,
of thofe babes the laity thould pretend to judge
for themfelves, or queftion the church’s inter-
pretations of Scripture, but receive them as
infallible 5 nay, they onght to fubmit to the.
church’s authority, though fhe taught that Swarcz
and 'Bellarmine were grea(gr divines than St.
Paul and St. James. '

As no boy ought to plead confcience for bg-
ing abfent from fcheol; or refufing to come to-
repetition, or for not performing any tafk you
fhall fet him: So no layman ought to plead
confcience for not coming to church, or for re-
fufing to join in the common-grayer, or for not

fabmitting to all the impofitions the churib fhall
thxnk fit to lay vpon him.

Laftly; As you have many wvice-praceptors,’
who aét under you, and fhare with you in all
the privileges of your government, as well as in
teaching and punithing your fubjeéts, who
canoot call thofe vice-preceptors to an aceount
without rebelling againft your power : So our
Jpiritual govern:r hath us his deputy goernors
to a& under him, as well in teaching and pu-
mﬁnn »at in all other exercifes of dominion
over the laity, who are not to queftion s his

baly ufbers for any thing we do.

Thus
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Thaus have I thewn you, learned dofor,
that the laity. are no better than fchool-boys
whofe 1eafon, whole confciences, whofe backs,
and fides, in fhort, whofe body and fouls®
ought to be under our dicipline. This is the
Blorious church-feheme we ought to ftand by.
This is what the wife and politic among us
have always been endeavouring to eftablith.
Since the bifbop of Bangor therefore, and a feit
of free-thinking laity pretend that every man
kas a right to judge for bimfelf, which deftroys
our whole goodly defigns at once; let all -
honeft churchmen, fuch as you and I, join
heart and hand in defence of our church’s
power ; let us leave no ftone untarned to make
our adverfaries charaler odious; for which
boly purpofe, let us run into company, betray

 converfation, invent fcandal, and to fupport it,
print children and o/d w.ves tales. Nay to ferve
the church, let the faying of Fune be written in
all our hearts,

Flellere, fi neques, [uperes, achcronta moved: 3~

that is, 4 )
T ferve our canfe, if beaven fbould prove uncivil,
W& ll bumbly crave affifiance of the devil.
So till another occafion, I remain,
Reverend 8§ TR,
Your moft bumble fervant,
D3 8. T.
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N. B, By church, clergy and churchmen, T
do not mean thofe of our gown in gencrql,
but only thofe chofen veffels that are chiefly
zealous for our power, and our dignity, and our
riches, Aod i this fenfe I defire you, reverend
Sir, to underftand thefe words throughout my
letter, :
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Reverend Szr,

T'ﬁ HE lord b:thop of Bangor having
tepl:cé 'to our worthy brother Sher-
Jock’s mott Jearned and confifient vin-

ﬂicahon of thofe locks and bolts of our excel-

jent church, the mporamn and tsf? adls; and
believing that great man is now perfedly tir'd

with- the bw and fed ous work of anfwering
his lordfhip; I fhall, ia his defence, and undes
your patronage, fully confute, not only all his

Jordthip bas faid in" his laft book, but all he

has at any time faid, or fhall at aoy time here.

Ds alter’
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after fay, in defence of the common rights of
nankind; and fhall fhew that al national
churches have and may deprive men of as many
of thole rights as they think fit; and in order
to it,-may make ufe of any means, tho’ never
fo improper, even of what his lord(Lip ealls a
proftitution of the holy facrament; and may
inflict any penaltics on thofe, who, agreeable
to thofe common rights of mankind, dare to

" difagree with any fuch eftablitied pational
church.

1fay, reocrend Sir, T faall do all this, in an

- addrefs te you ; becaufe, how well foever the

mafler of the templ: may have defended thefe
points, or any other very foreign to them, inr
the courfe of this debate with his lordfhip;
1 know that modefl writer will readily copfeat
‘that your charatter fhould be moft coofpi-
cuous in the elofe of this controverfy; and,
notwithftanding his indefatigable pains, would
gladly be now not fo much as thought of, thar
you may finith glorionfly what you at firft fo
fagacioufly begun. ‘Therefore, that I may
Bot rob you of any applaufe, at the fame time
- 1 revive your name in the world, I fhall hor-
¥ow my main argument from a paffage in your
Je.ond le:ter ® 5 and which, I thick, coatinues iny
every edition.
s P, 60, &c.
Hav-
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~Having ia the former lettér ynan{werably -
made appear that our fucceflion of bifhops is
uninterrupted from the apoftles, and that your
pofition, that they are vefted with the fame
powers, is therefore undeniably true: I be-
lieve you doubt not of my abilities for the pre-
fent undertaking ; wherein I fhall maintain a-
nother of your remarkable affertions, and on
which, as I fhall make appear, the whole ftrefs
of the controver(y depends, wiz. ¢ That ever
¢ fince miracles ceafed, the temporal powers
¢ were commiffioped by Chrift, in their ftead,
¢ to aid and affift his fpiritual vicegerents, the
¢ church.’  From whence it will plainly follow,,
that the religion eftablithed by Such tempo-
ral powers, that is, the ecclefiaffical conflitution
of any realm, is of equal divine authority, ‘as
that which obtained by the power of miracles.
[ have dignify’d the ward fuch with capitale,.
that every reader may fee I intend to draw no
eonclufions hurtful: to tlie oburch, when I edn-
fider the temporal magiftrate ag Chrift’s com«
miffioaer : For [ defive here it may be remarked
onee for all, that his commiffion is only. validy’
when ’tisexerted in 3id and-afliftance:of Chirift’s
fpiritual vicegoreats, the clwgy ]
-1 fhall not concern myfelf how far thisargn- -

ment ¢xtends, or what influence it will have
Deé ‘ on
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en churches eftablithed by Mabometan or Pas
‘gan temporal powers; but at prefent fhall
confine what I have to fay to our own eccle-
fialtical' conftitution, cftabliied by Chrif’s
commiffioner, the civil magiftrate: And' fhall
fhew thatthie billiop of B. Has widely miftaken
the principle upon which this eftablithment,
whichi he calls tlie reformation, was fettleds,
which was, not #hat of every man’s right to
judge for himfelf; but that of the tempotal
magiltrate’s righit to judge what eftablifiment:
fo fettle : And therefore, that all, who are
fubjeéts of the temporal magiffrate, ought ta.
Be the fubje@ts of fach. his ecclefiaftical eftar
bhfhment The argument, as I have colle&ed
ffom your book, ftands thus.:.

- Chrift commiffioned fpmtual vicegerents to:
a& under him ; to make new laws, &c.

To mfom which new laws, miracles wcre.
fomenme continued in. the church.

" But miracles ceafing, Chrift tommiﬂioned’
likewife temporal vicegerents to<aid and affift
his-fpiritusl. vicegerents, in putting their new-
laws in.executiom; and-to add civik fanctions,,
by virtue of that commiffion.

And that civil governors Have thiis commif-
ﬁnu from Chrift, of betng nurj' ing-, falbm and’
nurf

i

.
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murfing mothers to his [piritoal vicegerents, and
of punithing all diffenters from their fettle-
ment; you plainly prove by an ewident pro-
phecy, and from the chriffion example of Da-
vid, who hated right fore the enemies of the
church, even as though they were bis owrn enemies.

To apply this your account of Chrift’d
fettlement of vicegereants, fpiritual and tempo-
ral, to the ecclefiaftical conflitution: of Enge
kund. '

~ Our bifhops (or clergy) are uninterrupted
fucceflors of Chrift's fpiritual vicegerents, dele-
ga(cd by him to make naw laws, &c..

At prefent there are no miracles te fippory
their new laws.

. Therefore our temporal powers are cemmil~
ioned by Chrilt to aid and aflift the fpiritual
vicegerents,. the elergy, &c.

" Accordingly our temporal' governors have
added civil janﬂin:' and peoalties, in aid and
affiftance of the mw /aws' enalled by thefe
Chnft’s fpxmual and temporal vlccg;rents. o

. And lsow conformable-our praltice iv to
. shie behaviour of the Pfalmif?, needs not to be:
mentioned; for we baty ngbtﬁrc all wbo dife

g
a‘ﬁm usy 3
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I konow, Sir, that many arguments and ob-
jeQions have been brought againft the tem-
poral magiftrate’s power in religion ; and that
*twill be faid this example of David’s cannot’
be urged to chriftians, who are commanded to
love their enemiesy yet, 1 doubt not, but you
bave a fufficicat anfwer to every fuch little
cavil. In the mean time, the reader is defired
to obferye, that in defending ecclefiaftical con«
ftitations, ’tis not fo much as pretended that
the laws of Chrift, (which are the chriftian
religion) but the new laws of his vicegerents,
(which are the eftablithment) are to be defend-
ed. And how neceffary their defeace has
univer{ally been thought, may be judged from
the rigour with which all oppofers have ever
been treated. For as you fay, + On whas
swould bis lordfbip bave our churck depend? Onm
God's providence, will be fay® On the promife
of Chrift# 1 admire your anfwer 1o fuch de-
fenders of an eftablifhed church: * Lwery -
glorious encouragement, I confefs 3 a fecurity that.
cannat fail{ No, my good lord of Baxger, we.
konow. better the means of fecuring: eftablith-
meants, than to admit of any rights in common

to-mahbkind, whieh we imagine may eodasger

" 4 Swepcs 3d Lower; pu €2, 4
¢ Ibid.
the
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the church’s: And as our brother Sherkck
Bas learnedly proved; bolts and bars are a far
fronger, and thercfore a far better defence;
than reafon or argument, or any of Chrift’s
promifes.

As to what his lordfhip bas urged, that the
fame methods of defending eftablifhed churches
would aseffeCually hawe prevented the fpread-
jog of chriftianity itfelf, and would have pre-
vented the refo:mation obwaining at all, and
will prevent it where it is not : I briefly an-
fiwer, that his lordfhip’s obje&tion, with refpec¥

-40 chriflianity, is entirely fercign to the pur-

pofe : For the queftion is:not, What would:
favour or prejudice chriffionity ; bur, Whae
will-favour or prejudice the church ? And asto
the reformation itfelf, *tis phin, and muft be:
fo acknowledged. by wus, that at that time
Chrift’s temporal vicogerents adted toa mruch/
againft the church; aod might poflibly have
rain’d the church, if the fpiritual vicegerents
had oot escroed themfelves, and. prewented. its:
going farther. But however that was, ’tis
certain, that the reformatien itfelf was began:
by the temporal magiftrate’s power, {upported
and carried ou by the magiftrate’s power, and'
carried on no farther thsn. thc magsﬂrazes
power pommd.

l

1 koow
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I know, indeed, there were many perfons
then, as well as before, who claimed a right of
private judgment : But that right was fo far
from being the foundation of the reformation,
#n reality; that, when the civil magifirate had
effeed the reformation; that right was not
.o,nly not allowed, but every man, who differed
in the Jeaft from any cfadlifhed church, was
declared, as before, a heretic or ichifmatic.
Nay, at the time. of the teformman, when the
temporal vicegerents thought fit to take off
odium from fome, who before were deemed
the. fchifmatics, and to declare them Chrilt’s
fpiritual vicegerents, in the room of the dif-
placed ones; this gave._little countemance to
the right of private judgmeat ;: the men who
ebtained this favour ‘being only thofe, whofe
ksown principles agreed witls the dotrine and
worfhip eftablithed by the temporal powers.
They knew beoter things, than to Jeave every:
wan to make the beft of his bible; which was
anly left in fa& to be confulted by every mam
ja order to fupport what was then: eftablithed,
not to difcover amy thing contrary to- it.
Which F think undeniably plain from hence,
that notwithftanding mankind have generaligy
by the licentious ufe of fcripture and reafom
fince the reformation, feen the falfity of maoy
doctrines then eftablithed, they have mot yet

T

»

.
.
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had power to make their general judgment
cancel fuch eftablithed doétrines ; for fear left
the right of private judgment bcmg allowed,
it mlght fhew many myfleries to be only thofe
of iniqui:y; and prove dangerous in the iffue
to the power of the priefthood.

And, I believe, reverend dotor, we may
challenge any one to fhew that this founda-
tion-principle, as his lordfhip calls it, has met

_ at any time, or ip any country, where the re-

formation is eftablithed in one national church,
with better treatment, than at firft: Nay, fo
far are Chrif’s fpiritual vicegerents from at ail
approving it, that I challenge any one to deny
that it has not met with much worfe, where
the temporal aiders and affiflers have not re-
firained the hands of the charch ?

From all which it plainly follows, that ee-

t clefiaftical conflitutions, however reformed,
. are fo far from allowing this right confiftently,

or owing their fettlement to this right, that
they have done all in their power to banith
fuch a right out of the world ; which, if once
admitted, they have thonght might endanger
every eftablihment in it, *Tis not dean Sher-
lock alone, but every writer in England againlt
diffenters, who has ridiculed this right; and

tnoﬁ foreign proteftants, as well as papifts,

have
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have treated every claimer of this right with

the higheft reproaches, and fometimes with the
. fevereft penalties.

*Tis true, we do not always lodge this right
folely, or at all, in the temporal powers, when
we argue on this head ; but we coaftaptly and
uniformly keep it out of the hands of private

_men, when difputing with fchifmatics: Nor
have any been fo weak as to affért this claim
" equally for all men, but in difputcs with the
Roman catholicks; which was owing to not
confidering the reformation 23 the effe& of
_power, rather than of the prevalence of truth,
"For hawever truth might then accidentally
prevail, our concern fince has been rather for
the excellent eftabiithment of bithopricks, dea-
neries and other emoluments of .the church
that remained to it, than for any of the doc-
" rines determined to be troe at the reforma-
tion. Xor have we at any time deviated from
this regard ; for tho' it is certain, that.moft
of the do&@rines then fettled, we mow difbe-
lieve ; yet we have appeared, at all times, with
great zeal againft every private innovator, who
cither would nat implicitly fubferibe our
church’s articles, and fubmit to her determina-
tions ; or who, after fuch fubfcription, has
dared publxckly to queltion their truth. "This
be-



and OrRTHODOXY fhaken.  gi

behaviour of ours progeeding net fromeonrown
approbation of the dofirinss, or diflike to the
principles avowed by fuch perfons we con~
demned ; but from a fear left the imtegrity of
thofe perfons fhould lead them on farther, and
thereby lay open the pales of the church, in
fach a manner as to admit others to enjoy ifs
good things. And I daubt not but I could
produce fuch inftances of our zeal on thefe
occafions, as might fufficiently. deter othecs
from daring to fcruple or cantradict any deci-
fion of the church. Nay, if our hands wens
not now tied up, and the temporal pawers did
not refufe their fieceffary aid, his lordthip of
Bangor, might fesl e mare. than L (hall
fay at prefent. .

Upon thc whale, ’tis . manielly ‘hvieu.'
that all eftablithed chusches, the nefesmed a8
well as romanils, bave denicd this right of
private. judgment to all their members: And
if enquiced into, ’twill be found Ekewife that
all fgnods and copacils have dewermined at alif
times againft the allowance of this right ; and
have cenfured and eondemaed every man, who
bas been knowa to make ufe of it, contrary to
the judgment of any eftablithed church : Nay,
"twill be found, {pon examioatian, that even
maoy of tkofc wha have contended for it, have

. have
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‘have afterwards given it up, and difclaimed i¢,
‘and fometimes have wrote and a&ed violently
“againft it. So prevalent is the forée of truth—
or fomething elfe.

I coms ndw to confider the /bcrammial 1 5
which wds made for the farther fecuring our
ecclefiaftical coriftitution; when we had the aid
“and affiftance of Chriff’s commiffioned officer,
the civil ifidgiftrate: And I doubt not but his
“lordthip’s account of that will be found equal-

‘ly repugtiant to truth, with his account of the
teformation.

+ As to what is faid about proftituting an in.
flitution of our bleffed Lord’s to & purpofe of
this world, which was ordaiaed folely to &
purpofe of another ; I think, revermd Sir, it
has likewife no ‘place in the prefent debate s
Nor-if it bad, I cannot fee it will anfwer any
purpofe of his lordthip’s in that part of the
argument I am about to refute. For admit-
ting fuch an act of parliament as the tf af? is,
0 be a proftitution of a law of Chrift; I be.
dieve his lordmip will not deny but the le-
giflators at that {ime, might - pafs fich =
Jaw: Nor can I fee that his lordfhip has
~ proved they- could not ena& it for one of the
aatrmy ends Dr, - 8b.v/cck has affi igaed, unlcﬁ
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his lordfhip can prove, that legiflators ha.v\e.
at all times known the end for which they:
make laws ; and that they haye always feen the,
laws they make anfwer the ends. they propofed.,
by them. The contrary of which, I thiok,,
his lordthip has proved in the cafe of civil pe..
nalties. Indeed I do not fay, it could be
epacted for a proofof a-man’s affedtion to our
ecclefialtical eftablifhment; bat if his lordhip:
will call it weaknefi, Ull venture to fay they-.
were weak enough to enaét it, in order to
keep ont of offices al-fuch who were not fo
affecled to our ecclefiaflical eftabliment, as
to prefer it to any other. ;

. The arguments his:lordthip has brought
againft fuch a_proftitution of an appointment
of Chrift to a different purpofe, Iallow, might.
have their weight with chriftians, as fucb.
Bat, I beg his lordfhip to confider us as fettled
by ecclefiaftical and tempdral vicegerents of
Chrift; by laws of the land, in making of
which the various tempers of mankind ‘were
interefted ; tho’, as I have proved before, ex-
altly -agreeable to your fcheme of Chrift’s'
fettlement : I fay," let™ his lordfhip confider
this, and ’twill entirely overthrow all his ar-’
guments ; and he will find that what ought
" ftrongly to affe& chriftians as ¢hriffians, can-
i : not,
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pot, by any power of his lordfhip’s, at all in-

fluence eftablithed churches. To be a chrifs’
1ian, his lordfhip will find to be one thing, and

0 be a member of an ¢ftablithed church, ano-

ther; amd fometimes, another wery different’
from even the poffibility of being 2 chriftian.

However unclmﬁm therefore perfecution
avay be in itfelf, yet when s thought neceffary
by aa cftablihment for felf-defence ; or how-
ever profane, the proftitating an inftitution -
efteemed by all chriftians the moft facred :
Yet whea Chrill’s temporal vicegerents fee:
" either or both of thefe neceffary, for the falf~
defence, or pleafure, of his fpiritual vicege-
-mu:; they ‘become commendable, and fit to
be dd’cuded by fuch great men as the worthy -
«dean of Chichefler® has thewn himfelf through-
ouuac prefent controverfy.

1 confefs while I was writing the above, T
was got {o fully fatisfied ia your proof of the
commjiflion Chrift has given to his fpirituat
wicegérents, and temporal vicegereats, to make
new Jaws fo feemingly contradi€tory to his ,
own But as I doubt not of your capacity to
make that appear, I fhall proceed in juflifying
what! ver fhall be done by fuch. commiffioners,

" Dr. Sherkock, lake bikhop of Lewden, *
RN I ’ ' Tthall-
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1 thall 6ext' reverend Siry confider the necef-
fity of civil penalties on accovnt of mere diffece_
ences in religion; whereby all men may feg .
the uarcafoaablenels of repealing any law,
which emadls any fuch Fa_nal,&y ;1 meaa the
unreafonablenefs at prefeat of repealing thg
sceqfional a0d fehifm acts,

1

"T'o prove the neceffity of fuch penal laws,
Ineed only call them jfeif-difence; (as the jue
dicious Dr. Sherloct has done ;) and ’twill be
fufficient. Every man has o feeling a fenfe of
felf-defence, that ’twill juftify the knocking 2
heretic or fchifmatic on the head, as eafily as
the excluding him from an office: And there-
fore our diffenters, inftead of complaining of
the moderate penalties now laid upon them,
fhould thank God our apprehenfions of fclf- -
defence have not made itaeceflary to imprifon
or murder them. For what may’nt we fear .
from thofe 'wicked people, who will not fubmit
to Chrift’s commiflioned vicegerents, if they
fhould get power, and fancy themlelves vice-
gerents too, and go on to fancy, that for their-
{c)f-defence they might perfecute us, who'
-‘would then neceffarily diflent from their new
Jaws, becanfe we are fure we are now in the
dsht. . . . . wih

.o ' 4 The
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The objetion againft force being & proper
means of perfuafion, we readily ‘admit. Bt
then this objection is fo far from condemning,
that it approves our pralice. For as our '
defign is felf defence, it muft be gllowed it is ©
very likely to prevent perfuafion; and there- °
fore very likely to prevent any heretic’s or '
fchifmatic’s retarn to the charch, who gene-
rally are fond of truth and convition, and
who, as I have obferved before, if in thechurch
might make ‘mad work. Iowa the cafe of
thofe men may feem very hard to a// who have |
not a due regard to the felf-defence.of the
church; but that duly confidered will clear
up all difficulties, For at the fame time that
we fhut fchifmatics ont of the church, and
punifh them for their being fo, and ufe the
moft probable means of Keeping them out;
we weigh what dangers might accrue to the
church, and for her felf-defence only we thus
punith fuch malignants,

*Tis to be prefumed that a very reverend
prelate had well pondered this fcheme of
church-felf- defence, when, inftead of confent-
ing to the repeal of -any of her fecprities, he
would have guarded her by new penalties, from .
ﬁ:ffenng any of her members to innovate even
in thé moft fpeculative points, He doubtlefs:

well
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well confidered how much the peace of the
-.church depended upon curbing the unbounded
-ufe of reafon ; and therefore gravely and wifely-
propofed to ftop all enquiry, thercby to fecure
ber-quiet and repofe.

In thort, reverend Sir,.all. penalties, negative
or pofitive, if ufed for the good of the church,
are proper means, and fit to be ufed. By
them we keep all the offices, and confequently
all the.incomes, of the.church, in the hands of
good churchmen; that is, of men who know
how to value them: Thereby we keep-good
churchmen in the flate; thatis, thofe in it,
who augment rather than decreafe our power:
And thereby, .in way of {elf-defence, all the
bleflings of this-world are equitably taken out
of the hands of others, and fecured to thofe
.of the church,

I know this laft method of denying to others
the fame rights with us churchmen, and which,
as you fay, is only a segative difcouragement,
has been ridiculed by our adverfasies as impo-
litic ; and I bave lately feen a paper,® (whofc
continuance may prove fatal to the church; as
it .encourages what -the church has always
moft difcouraged, free-thinking and free en-

#* Tbhe Freeothinker, Dec. 22, 1718.
WOL. III E quiry ;)
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quiry :) which has affcrted this balf-perfecution
to be the beight of fally 5 and has proved that #
that be joflifiable, the inguifition is more fo.
7To which I reply ;_ that all perfecution, as {
have proved before, is allowed to be juflifiable,
if thought neteflary for the felf-defence of the
chuich. At prefent modera'e penalties are
thought fufficient ; st Jeaft no more can be
obtained from the aiders and affifters, the civil
powers : But if we fhould fec danger encreafe,
(and our enemies ‘cannot deny but we fee
danger, at leaft as foon as .it appears,) the
clergy are a watchful guard, and would foon
" give the alarm; and, if they had intereft e-
nough with the magiftrate, would not fail te
augment their fecurities, and carry on their
felf-defence, till they fhould not be upbraided
with doing things by halves. :

To prove this, I need but mention the con-
dudt of a-vigilant churchman even while oor
Sion fits in tears, and power is kept too muck
out of our hands. No fooner did he hear of
the {preading of latitudinarianifm, by condema-
ihg the abufe of confeffiens of faith ; but he pub-
lithes.a letter ® to prohibit the author preach-
ing in any of the Fremch pulpits: He has

#* Sce this let/er in Mr. Rgy’s account of French
perfecuticn , appendix,
not
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not recourfe to the lw method of reafon and
argument ; but exerts authority, and gains.
the heretic. And we have feen, but a few '
days fince, the fame great man’s care for cur
-mef? bely faith, and for the peace and gui:t of the
church, in & circular lotter to bis incumbents :
‘Wtich being writ with fingular perfpicuity, {
refer the reader toiit,

So that thofe who infult our leaity, mey foe
from hence, aad other inftances I might brings
that, if we had fufficient authority, they mighe

* have lefs reafon to fneer at our forbearance.
The difobedient of every kind would then feel
the full force of felf-defence ; and be tanght
‘more modefty than to think differently from
what is eftablitked. For though mereopinions
can never be hurtful in themlelves to any fo-
ciety ; yet in’ the church they m'cq-ually pu-
nithable with the vilet pralices; as they
betray an oppofition in the judgmeat to the"
determined fenfe of the church, and thereby.
bfing her authority into quettion ; which, next
her wealth, is the great thing to be contended
for.

You fee, reverend Sir, the many reafons
there are to continue the laws now in force
againft dilfenteys : How oecellary they are for

E2 , the
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the fcIf- defence and fecurity of all that’s valus
able in the church ; and the imminent dangers
it would be expofed to, if thefe laws were
repealed. Diffenters would then be thought
as honeft as churchmen, and as capable of
places of profit and truft; and thereby a li-
berty be given to all men to think differently
from the judgment of our ecclefiaftical confti-
tution, without their fear of lofing any thing by
4t and how many dotrines and praétices of
our church may then be departed from, let
every true churchman think of with horror,

We believed indeed, that the old fubftantial
reafon that it is not mow the time, would have
prevented even the attempt of a repeal; but
fecing that has not had its ufual weight, but
the bill is gone through one houfe, I have
thought it neceflary to urge all the other ar-
guments that can be urged to hinder its fuc-
cefs.in the houfe of commons; and I doubt
not -of your thanks and the thanks of all
ftaunch-churchmen, fuitable to my fervice, *

Perhaps that part of my letter about the
Jacramental 1¢fi may be thought needlefs, as
the claufe was reje¢ted in the vpper houfe,
which related to it: But though nothing

fhould be attempted farther in its sepeal, I
) thought
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thought proper to prefs the arguments on its
fide, as far as I could, that all perfons may fee
how well the topic of felf-defence will bear
out any eftablithed church, in whatever it (hall
do for that ends

‘ : - 1
- But let us fuppofe, that other reafons fhoald

prevail with fome in the houfe of commons,
and that not only the claufe relating to the
Jacramental t;/1, but even another claufe of the
moft extenfive nature, fhould be admitted
into the bill ; what dreadful outcries might
we not raife | That you ‘may the better judge
of what I mean, 1 fhall infert the cfauﬁ: as tis
banded about in prine.

“ HEREAS in a late a& made
“« “prime Gul. & Ma. for exempting
“ their majefties proteftant diffenting fubjets
¢ from feveral penalties, {¢. there are feveral
¢ reftritions and limitations, whereby divers
¢ of his majefties peaceable and good fubjeéts
¢ are left uncapable of the benefit of the faid
« exemption : Therefore for the eafe and
¢ quieting the minds of all fuch his majefty’s
% good proteftant fubjefls, be it ena&ted, &c.
* that every onewho fhall, inftead of the feveral
¢ fubfcriptions and declarations therein re-
& quired, declare and fubfcribe his unfeigned
< E 3 ¢ affent
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¢ affent to, and belief of, the holy chriffian

- ¢ religion, as contained in the feriptutes of
¢ the o/d and rew teftament, and of the creed,
* commonly ealled the apofiles creed, and fhall
¢ alfo take the oath, {&F¢* and make-the decla-
* raiion againft popery, in the faid aé requir-
s ed ; thall mave the full benefit of all the faid
¢ exemptions by that a& intended, in the fame
“ maanner as if he had performed all the con-
“ ditions and qualifications by that a& hither-
‘¢ to sequired ; any thing in the faid a& or in

_ ¢ any other adls to the contsary in any wife
* gotwith(tanding,

You cannot but fee to what a dreadful flate
“we mufl be reduced, thouldfuch claufes obtain.
The church would, by the repeal of the 742,
be - left much more unguarded, than by the
repeal of the eccafonel and fehifin alls ; becaufe
many of the fchifmatics, having too much
Jasming coulcience, will flill be kept out if the
latter ebtains, rather than proflitute an infti-
tation 6f Chrift’s to the purpofes we have
sppointed : But by the removal of the re72,
and she admiffion of the other claufe, our
church will be fo laid open, that chriffianity
alooe will be made the tef. There will then
be an end of the power of [ome over the con-
fciences of arbers ; and men will be led to form
their judgments, only by the laws of the gof-
. ¢t§
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pel, and the motires of another world. If foch
pernicious clanfes fhoold be emalted, the dif-
turbers of the church’s repo/z would have no
other reftraint, bat the precepns of chriflianicy;
and all waiformity in fentiment would be abo-
kthed, bat what arifes from #rath, and a fimc re
enquiry after it. By thefe and a few fach
means, chriflianity would be reduced to the
condition, in which Chrift left it; -and all the
many, and frequently coatrary, decifions of
the charch in all ages given-up to the anerripg
decifions of Chrift, of which then every man
will be allowed to judge for himfelf, and not
the church for him. Chrift’s fpiritoal vice-
gerents mufl then fubmit to Chrit; and his
semporal vicegerents would theu no longer aid
and affift them in putting their new lws in
execwtion. In fhort, there would then be an
#ud of your famous fcheme of vicegereats.

Let the melancholly confideration of thefe
things, bring you, reverend dottor, from your
feat at Eaton; and make you fufpend your ar-

* dous application to the c/gffics for a while, to

attend the finking canfe of the church. F
might alarm you and others on this occafion,
o your own pathetic manner, awake, ye
Snates! ye Sholocks! ye Carons! ye ¢t
«itera’s of the committe! Arc ye all afleep

E 4 when

-
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when your honour and your darling fcheme
of church-power is at ftake ? Is there none of
your fraternity that have capacity, leifure ov

inclination for this neceflary work-? For thame, -

let us not fit ftill ; but let all tongues and all
pens be employed in the honeft purpofe .of
SAAf deferce 5 we know all things are lawful, if
expedient for the welfare of the church: Let
fome of us therefore caft calumnies on the
great author of this mifchief, that enemy of
oyr power, and afferter of the liberties of man-
kind : Let us endeavour to make him-appear
folemnly perjured ; as injuring the charaQer of
our Lord and Saviour; and as deftroying.all

the common notions of right and wrong, i

they happen to ftand in the way; or elfe let
us exhibit himr to the populace, as a whining,
complaining, low and tedious writer, fit only
to make women and- children weep ;. or elfe as
artful cunning and prevaricating ; and all this,
only in order to advance his own worldly in-
tereft and advantage.

~ Let us not be weary in well-doing ; but let"

us go on clamouring for the church, and re-
proaching all we diflike as enemies toit. Let
us talk loudly of fecret defigns among the dif-
fenters ; reprefent them all as fchifmatics ; and
all fchifmatics in a ftate of damoation; and

- then

IR ! |
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then when we have fhut them out of God’s
favour, ’twill not be difficult to make them
hated by men.

Above all, let the pulpits ring, on the great
anniverfary . of this month, of the mifchief
perpetrated in the times of confufion; let us
charge it all on the diflenters, and on any part
of them that we would have appear moft odi-
ous; and let us charge it upon them, not as
accidentally-done by them, or as provoked to
it by any ill ufage; but as meceffarily flowing
from their principles; which we canpot then
render 100 monftrous: Charge them as hating
.2ll government; as enemics to all chriftians,
but thofe of their own party; but . efpecially
charge them with an hereditary averfion to.
-every individual of the church of England.

By thefe and the like means the populace
may be wrought up to madnefs; and we
-know what effe@s their madnefs produced .
in the late pious queen’s time, the great tem-
poral vicegerent of Chrift; and what deva-
' flations followed all over the kingdoms;
+1ill at laft the was fo enlightened as to part
- with her miniftry. But of that I need fay no
- more; it being frefh in' every one’s memory.
.Let us comfost and encourage ourfelves ia

- Es ‘ the
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the ufe of the fame means; and thoegh any
bill fhould now pafs prejndicial to our ambi-
tious hopes, we know not what changes we
may be able to effeét: At leaft if we are. not

le to work wpon the inflexible temper of
the prefent temporal vicegerent, we fhall by
thefe godly methods have the pleafure of em-
barraffing and perplexing his affuirs, as we did
thofe of his predeceffor king H#illiam.

.. You fee, reverend Sir, I have done all that
~ ean be expeCted from a cowmtry carate; 1 bave
. defended, upon your principle, the divine
authorjty of our eftabliffted chureh, as feetled
by Chrift's commiffioners the civil magiftrates,
in 2id and affilance of his fpiritwal vice-
gerents, the clergy. I have inferced the ne-
eeffity of fubmiffion to futh vicegerents wpow
the fame principles ; and have fhewn that thefe
commifioners of Chrift may meke ufe of any
meahs, however unchriflian, or improper, o
. fecure fuch eftzblibment; and may infifk
what - penalties they pleafe on al} diffeatess
“from it, efpecially if they apprehend: it mecef-
fary for their felf-defenee: To fivengthen this
argument, I have fhewh it to be the praltice
- of all churches, the reformed as well as po-
pilh, whenever they have at any time thoughe
it proper for their felf defense: And bawe,
lafily,
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haftly, added what advice I think proper to be
taken in the prefent junfture, drawn from
my obfervations on the praltice of all true
churchmeo.

1 have only to requeft of you and our bre-
thren of influence, in return for thefe my la-
bours, that, for the benefit of my bookfeller,
you would recommend this fmall yraét to all
young clergymen and others, whe preach
cbar"y-fcrmm in the city of Londen and parts
adjacent, as containing proper hints for fuch
compofures. Which will oot only forward
that laudable defign ; but will much oblige

Revermd SIR,
Your humble fervant,

Fon. 3. 1718 ¢i , R P
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" . To a Friend in Laucq]biie-,‘

Cccafioned by a Report, concerning In- ‘
" junBlions and Prchibitions by Autks-
rilyy &c.* ' ‘

SIR, ~

‘ Y7 OUR ZLf Ltter exprefiettr » muche

greater concern, than I have ever dif-

covered i yow on any ether accounts
You tell me, that yow have affurances fromy
‘many in your parts, whofe iatelligence is very
good, that there is eertainly. a defign on foor,,
amongft the r.bfmnrm&  fiathers of our church,.
to procure from the civit aubority, fuck diresii~
s, injunlRions, or probibitions, as may cffeClual-
Iy put a flop to the debates, which have been:
of late revived concesning she dofirine of the

® That this tra&t was written by bithop Hoadl;,,
the judicious will fee from the ftyle, and manner of
pointing, pecukiar to the bifop: and I add, Br,
&), ab declased bifiop Hendy e be the author.

dinity,
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trinity. Uponr which, you expoftulate with

“ an unufoal warmth: You declare the prote«
Slant caufe, (confideréd as diftin& from the
popifb,) to be left deflitute of all fupport and
you conclude, at laft, Telkit not in Gath, pub-
Jifh it not in the fireets of Af:alon.

Tdo not at sl wonder, that you abound
.in thofe parts with all fuch reports and flories,
as carry any reflexion along with them upon
‘the proteflant caufe. You are thire, perfedlly
furrounded with thofe, whofe bufinefs it is to:
invent, propagate, and improve, every thing of
that fort : As we have multitudes about this’
great ity to help forward the fame work ;- and
to diftra&t the minds of men from feeing or
- improving the prefent glorious view of public
happiaefs, which Ged hath wonderfully placed
* before our eyes. Nor do I wonder that you, .
- being perfuaded of the truth of the repors,
fhould grow warm. . within gt the uneafy
- thouglit of fuch a procedure ; becaufe I know
" you to be a follower of Chrift, and net of any’
‘ mafter upon eatth; and & proteflant entirely
‘ upon that avowed principle of proteflantifm,
viz. that all men have a right to confult the
" Scriptures, as the rule of their own faith and
. praétice : Which I have heard you often affirm
qu canngt bey unlefs a perfeld liberty be loft for
debating




and OrTHODOXY fhaken. 113

debating their true fenfe, in all points, and at .
all times equally.

But you will excufe me, if I do not exprefs
the fame warmth of concern, upon the fame
occafion ; when I tell you that I'am fo far from
believing the truth of the report, that T cannet
help being confident that it is one of thofe nu-
therous inventions, with which our popifb ad-
verfaries are continually at this time loading
our caufz, and keeping up the firits of all in
their intereff : which; 1 muft tell you, would
not be at the heighth they now are at, with-
out the greateft art and management.

Can I poflibly admit it into my thoughts,
that my lirds the bifhops; than whom no men,
-upon that bench, fince the reformation, ever
more thoroughly underftood. the caufe of reli-
giens ot ftrenuoufly oppofed every degree of
popery and antichriflianifm : Can I ever believe
that perfans of fuch underftanding, and fuch
integrity, can poflibly be embark'd in fucha
defign, which muft in effe@ deftroy the weight
of all their own arguments againft the church of
"Rome; and not only weaken, but root up the
foundation of the reformation itfelf 2 Far be it
from me, to entertain even the fufpicion of it.
Theic lordbips underftand the gronds of pro-
-tefiqntifm too well, to think of’ fuch mtlx;

A
-
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And the undeninble evidence of fuch arguments,
s we have often dilcourfed over, is too clear
to them, 1 verily believe, ever to permit them
to attempt the remedy of any imagined ovi?
confequences, at the expence of the clriffian
caufe itfelf.

- 1f, when we write againft the -papifls, it be
true, that points, tho’ fettled by all ecclefiaftical
autbority, may and ought to be frecly difcuffed
and debated : fhall it not be true, when e
ourfelves are concerned ?

If we are giad, ia all our debates with rhmm,
to fly 1o the Serittures; and to declare them to
be the rule of faich : Shalt we not permit that
liderty to all others; which we can only claim,
as it is the commen right of all chriftians, and
oot a8 any thing appropriated to ourfelves 2

I¥ the Seriprmres be the rak of my fuieh,
§mdeed aod motin words onty: How can it be
fo, if I be not to judge for myfeif, what s in i,
and what is not ? For, if the determinations of
others, are to bind me up, or tie e down, to
fuch a particular interpretation ; then, it is not
the Scripturs, which is the rule of wy faith;
bat thole detirmiraticns of athers.

L
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I€ the Scripture be the rule of faith, and
4pon this very account, an appeal conflantly
to be made to it: How can this be dooe, if
debates and enquiries are fupprefled ?

If it be the rule of ftmb, it muft be fo cqual-
1y in o/ points. If not in &/l points; then in
no point. And, if in a//; how can any one or
more points be excepted, without giwing up
the whole ? or declaring, that it fhall be ous
rule or not our rule, as we think fit ?

If we be not infallible in ol! things; we are-
not infallible in any one. And fo reciprocally,.
ifin any one; then are we equally infallible io:
all.  But infallibility is laughed out of counte~
‘nance, in all our difpates with the Rewanifls;
How is it pofidle then, to except any ono
article, or paint, out of the sumber ; without
recurring to that infallibilicy, which we fo.
jufily explode? can it pofibly be affirmed,.
that, tho' we are not infallible i o our de-
cifions; yet in 1dis we are: and therefore
ordain, that no farther hghr, can, or fhall,
break in upon us ?

1fwebe not mfollx&k, wemay #rr. If we may
or; we may arr in al} poins, equally. If in a/f
puuui,.
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point ; then in any one particular poxnt And
fo, if we allow debates, and enquiries, in any ;
there is no remedy : We are obliged, i in-eon-
fclencc, to allow thet in a /i

If the whole protefiant caufe be fo entirely
built upon this, that it would never have. fub-
fifted in the world, but by calling all private
perfons to the Scriptures themfelves ; and' per-

fuading them to labour after a right under- °

ftanding of them: How can this fame caufe
poﬁibly be defended, without the fame allow-
ance in all cafes equally, of an appeal to them,
about the true meaning of the.fame Scriptures ?
Or, was that meth:d only a fort of feaffolding in
religion ; to be pulled down again, as foon as
- '¢he fubric was ereéted to our mind ¥

If the Scriptiire be the rule of faith, in all
things; then, all chriffians have a’ right to
ceonfult and debate about the true meaning of
‘this rule, in'any particilar poit. And, if fo;
then, what is it to exceptany particular point
-out of the number ; and to declare that, about
this, there fhall be ne farther debates, but all
Jhall acquiefce in the festled interpretation of the

« fexts that relate toit: What, is this, I fay,
but to fay that the Scripture is not the rule of

JSaith to private perfons in. this particular
paiat ?

i

RS,
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1f it be conftantly objeCted againft the Ro-

smanifls, as the greatet exil, that they fhut up
" ghe Scriptures from their pegple ; and only dith
out to them fuch docirines as themfclves pleafe :
How fhall we ever be able to object ¢his again;
or to infift upon the wickednefs of it ; if we
ourfelves, as 1o this one point, do the very
Jame? 1 fay, the very fame. For, what is itto -
fopprefs all debgtes about the true meaning of
the texts, relating to ape article ; but, in truth,
to fbut up thofe particular texts, as effetually,
.as if they were not in being? And what is it
to jbut up any particular texts, but to declare
jo effeft that we have a right to fhpt up all,
whenever we fee fit 2 '

When texts of Scripture are’in words pro-
,pofed to us, with fuch a particular integpreta-
tion affixed to them; and fuch a particular
dotlrime deduced from them ; and no allowance
for debates abour them : Can they be faid, any
more properly, to be texts of Scripture for our
vfe ; than if thefe interpretations , or doctrines,
were given out to us, without them? And, do
not the words of Scripture, in this method;
become only a ﬁrm, for deancy and ceremony

fake?
If
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If the papifis decree you fhall not dcbate I
the meaning of thofe words, this is my bidyy
but take them according to the determinatio-s
of their church, to fignify a change into Chriy’s
natural bady, without any farther erguiries;
and the proteflants declare this to be unchriffiun
and unwarrantable : With what grace can they
themfelves afterwards decree, that tho’ this be
{o unchriftian, in tbis point, or any other that |
awe ourfelves do not admit ; yet, in the d:&rine
of the trinity, it is very juft, and right, and
wvery chriftian, to ordain, that no one fhal
difpute-about any particular rex? relating te
his; cither, whether it be found in any manu-
feript; or, fuppofing it genuine, what is the
true meaniog of it? Let the things be placed
together in the light of comparifon; And then,
det the difference of procedure be found oat, if
poflible ?

Is it truth, or falfbood, we defire to preferve?
it be truth; it fands not in need of fuch
methods.  If fulfbood, it ought pot to be takea |
«care of.

Is it truth, or falfbeod, we defire to gmard
. .againft? If fal/heod ; this methsd is rather likely
to make it pafs for, trath, when it is not per-
mitted to thew itfelf. If truth; then we
arc felf-condemned. Or rather, remove all

i debates 3

n'4
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A bates; and truth and fallood, are only fo
smany fjliables put together, fignifying no more
(h_an &fablifhed, and nat ofabifbed,

If it be faid, that it is reafonable to fuppofe
Juch pomts well fewtled after fo many years
poflefion ; the papi/is muft have the advantage,
in this argument; who have fo much greater
length of time, o juftify their moft abfurd
dencts : befides that they muft be now, true or

. falfe, juft what they were at the beginniog of
ahe reformation, when they were fettled: un-
lefs time can alter thofe rwo properties; or turn
fallitle wen into infallible. It is allowed
that no one interpretation of any text, or doc~
trine drawn from it, can be ferrled i yfallibly,
And therefore, whatever it be, it may ée falfc :
.and thexefore, it is always certain, it méy and
ought to be examined. Efpecially, shis muft
hold good in all goints of a mice and extraordi-,
.ary nature, fettled all at.once, before there
could be opportunity for .exa& and diffufive’
~nquiries.

Is it all at laft to be refolved into peace, and
quiet # This.yemoves truth or faifhoo1, out of
the queflion.  And, if this be a good argumené
for civil difcouragements, and probibitions; thea
bleffed be the inquifition, which moft effetually
keeps all things quict: and bleffed be that

ﬁu} idity -
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. flupidity and igmorance, which flouritheth under
fuch difcipline. Let us recall hefe into the
world: and all will be as filent, as defolation
idelf. But, indeed, we know how to give a
Jubfiantial anfwer to this, when the papifis urge
this. - Wecan reply to them, ¢ Thisisa falfe
¢ potion of the peace of the church: which
<< condifts not in the unity of profeffion, but the
¢ unity of affeition. God requires of ys, to

¢ fearch into his truths : and we are to be.

¢ judged at laft, by our own judgments. We
¢¢ have a right to be borne with, in our diffe-
¢¢ rences of opinion from one another. For
¢ the rvent; we leave it to God. But we
< think nothing c3n preferve a true peace, but
¢ the alliwance of mutual debates; and the
<< exercife of mutual forbearance. This ends in
¢¢ charity. The other method, befides the
¢ making truth and falfbeod, and all religions
¢t equal, promotes peace only by promoting
¢ ignorance; and confults guict, at beﬂ,, no
¢« otherwife, than as the deftroying all civil
¢¢ Jiberty, prevents tumults. The remedy, be-
¢ fides the fcandal to religion, is worfe than
¢¢ the defeafe. Nay, it is but a partial unequal
¢ remedy. 1t could not prevent the reforma-
< tion, (which was a terrible breach of the
¢¢ peace of the church, in the Romanifis opi-
¢ nion ;) nor many other leffer efforts. I

¢ falls
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4 fails hard upon none, but fuch honeft fouls
#¢ as will ftill dare to fpeak what they think
¢ trush and right. Bat it js a glorious advan-
<% tage to all, who are more concerned about
% preferments, than about true religion.”

This, and much more, can we fay, when
the papifls preclude us from all religious debates,
under the poor pretence of peace and guiet.
Let us apply this to ourfelves, in God's name 3
or, letus give up our caufe: which muft have
funk in its very infancy, if this argument had
been good in itfelf; or thought good by s,

How much more might be added? And,
can you poflibly imagine, that my /Jrds the
bifkops, who have the cleareft view of what is
of importance to the prasgflant cauf:; and,
what is more, who are truly chriffians, not to
be moved to promote ?ruth itlelf by any me-
thod, which Cérifi himfelf never pointed out
to them': Can you poflibly think, that fuch
men ; . proteflants, and chriftians, with that
venerable good man at their head, whofe life
bath been worn away by his unwearied zeal .
for the proteflant caufe; will ever confent,
either to give to popery, in any ane point, a
fret ftrength, by inculcating an implicite faiths
or to recede one ftep from the fpirit of that

VOL. IIL- F &o/pely



122 The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT
gq/pd by which they firmly expc& to be
judged.

No, my friend, I hope better things: T be=
lieve better things: 1 am confident of better
things. My lrds the bifbops are as fenfible, as
any men hvmg,

«“That the proteflant cauﬁ muft fuffer ex-
¢ ceedingly in the world; when it is fiill ob-
¢¢ ferved that their main and boafled principle,
¢¢ js maintained and celebrated by them, only
¢ when they are writing againft popery; but

‘¢ upon any other occafion, is utterly forfaken .

¢ and forgot by themfeclves. They know per-
s¢ feCtly well, ,

" ¢¢ That if we be not infallible, we are fall:ble;

¢¢ That if we be fallxble, we are fallzble in
¢ all poiats ;

¢ That if we be fallible in all pcints, we
*¢ candot poffibly claim an ind; j}utable autho-
b rliy in any;

¢¢ That if the Scripture be the ruleof faith ;
¢ it muft be fo, in 4/ points, at a// tunes, to
c 411 perfons, equally,

?‘ That
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¢¢ That if it be fo ; it muft ki gpen equally,
¢¢ at all times, to 4l perfons,’ to be enquired
¢ into in a// points.

¢ That, if debates be not allowed in any
¢ one, or more, particnlar points, about the
“¢ right finfe of it ; it is in thofe points, /but up,
¢¢ as an inacceflible arcanum.

« That no anfwer can be given to the pa-
s piffs, by thofe, who, in any inftances, or amy
s¢ degree, deny that to others, which they
¢ themfelves claim from them, as the common
s< right of chriftians.

¢¢ That any fort of indifputable auth.rity,
¢ call it what you pleafe, is the fame, in effeét,’
¢ with abfolute infallibility ; and every degree
<¢ of fubmiffien to it, as fuch, is the very fame.
¢ with implicite faith and fubjection.

¢¢ That the peace of the church, in any good
¢¢ fenfe, can never come in competition with’
¢¢ the cimmon right of Criflians, or their liber- .
“ ty of debating points of religion: But, ina
¢ true fenfe, is then at its heighth, and in its .
“ glary, when mutual forbearance flouritheth ;
““and not, when a profound filince is cﬁa-
¢ blithed,

F2 % That
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t That all parties, and all perfins, fee and
« own this to be the truth of God, when they
<¢ themfelves are wndermoft : And therefore,
¢ that they muft acknowledge it to be fo,
" ¢¢ when they are uppermoft.

«¢ That religion, and every .thing relating to
€< jt, is a matter of cheice ; and not of force.

<¢ That the reformation was wholly founded
< upon our common right to debate about the
< fenfe of Scripture.

¢ That the chriflian religion can approve
¢t of no method of propagating truth, con-
% trary to this.”

Thefe things, I fay, are perfettly well
known to my lords the bifbops. And that is
enough to affure you, that your neighbours
the papiffs have no reafon to infult you, upon
what you will, I truft, find to be a calummy
raifed, and propagated, by their-own friends.

Believe me, their /ordfbips have good fenfe,
learning, integrity, zeal for the honour of
- chriftianity, as well as the proteftant caufe, in

amoft defirable degree. They are chriffians ;.

- they are prateflants ; they are Britons; they
are
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are the fupporters of true liberty: Which is
but a word in jef, if the chief and moft defi-
rable liberty of a reafonable creature, be either
taken away, or broken in upon. And, there-
fore, I fay, depend upon it, it is not conceiv-
able that men of fuch charaéiers, can efpoufe
a defign, of which 1 will fay no more than I.
have already faid,

7 am,

Your mafl fincers friend,
and bumble fervant,

I

London, D« 13, .
T 17144 : N

F3
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A

'TRUE.CHUR'CHMAN’s
REASONS

For Repealing the
Corporation and Teft-Alts, &c.*
S ER,

of tht 13th inftant, I have under-

written given you my deliberate thoughts
on our brethren the proteftant diffenters,
who, you tell me, are endeavouring how to
obtain a repeal of the alls abeve-mentioned,
which I fhall give you with the utmoft plain-
nefs, freedom, and fincerity, and as fully as
my other affairs and this fhort letter will allow
me to do it; and as one that confiders, and

IN compliance with your requeft in yours

® Dr, Hoadly, when bithop of Saljfbury, gave
the manufcript of this tralt to Dr. dvery, with
his leave to publith or fupprefs it, as the do&or
thought fit. The ftile fhews the bifhop to be the
author, ’

Fs ought |
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_ought to remember, that my advanced age
* will foon bring me to give an account (among
all my other actions) for what I now fay to
you, and that before the moft righteous
judge of the world.

I need not fpend a great deal of time to
remind you of the narrow views of thofe who
got thofe alts pafs'd, nor of the dreadful
confequences of the vile profanation of the
higheft and molt facred inftitution of the only
Son of God, and the only innocent Son of
Man; who commanded, that till he comes to
judge the world, it fhould be done (notasa
qualification for g civil or military office) but
in remembrance of him, and ef what he did
and fuffered for us: in which folemn remem-
brance is neceflarily implied, and required of
us, the ftrongeft love, the greateft gratitude,
2nd the moft éxact obedience to our glorious
Redeemer, and to all his commands, that we
are capable of. Now, my friend, can you

"fuppofe that our great Lord and Saviour ever
intended that this high and moft folemn feaft
with himfelf, fhould be laid in common to
‘his declared enemies, as well as to his pro-
fefled friends.

You tell me Fudas, that betrayed him, was
" one who received the facrament with the
other
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other eleven, which eleven were our Lord’s
profefs’d and real friends: I anfwer, I grant
you that, and more, even that Fudas at the
fame time was known by our Lord, (who, ‘as
he was God, knew all things) to be his
encmy. But it is plain, by the folicitous
examination that the difciples made of them-
felves, upon our Lord’s affuring them,.that
one of them would betray him; that Fudas
Ifcariot was a profefed lover of his Lorg,
whom he knew, by his aftonithing miracles,
by his holy life, and heavenly doétrines, was
God and Man, and, in that capacity, came to
pay a moft perfeét obedience for us to the
laws of heaven, which the firft Adam, and all
his race then in him, had rebellioufly broken ;
and to lay down his life for all that ever had,
did then, or fhould thereafter believe on,
and accept of him, as their liege lord and
fovereign. In all probability, if Fudas’s vil- -
lainy and bypocrify had been known to the
eleven, (as it certainly was fo our Lord)
Peter and the reft. woyld have endeavoured to
bave defeated his intention of betraying him:
but then how would that prophefy of him be i
fulfilled, that his own profeiled and familiar '
friend fhould lifc vp his heel againft him?
"And how could his being betrayed by a pro-
fefled fricnd be fuch a part of his humili-

¥o ation

Al
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ation for us, as was before-hand told ns was
to be a mark of his being the true Meffiah ?
Who, though his heel was to be bruifed by
the old ferpent, yet was he to break the
~ devil’s head or power, and fo glorioufly and
triumphantly to deliver, by his life and death,
-all that believe on him, and accept of him as
-their king, put of Satan’s kingdom, and to .
reftore them to the favour of God, and put
them into 2 much happier and fecurer ftate
for ever, than they would have been, if their
firft father and common reprefentative had
" never joined with the apoftate angels in re-
belling againft heaven. Though I do not
believe that infinite wifdom, power, and
goodnefs, could ever be at a lofs to find ont
a way to fave a rebellious world, (with a falvo
" to his own jaftice, which had declared, that
man fhould die if he rebelled) yet fince the
offended majefty of heaven thought fit to take
this method, and to accept of an equivalent,
that bhe might hongurably fave us, I cannot
help believing that it was the beft way that
even infinite and united wifdom, power, and
- goodnefs, could contrive, moft expreflive of
his love to his enemies, who had once borne
the image of their maker, and the mott likely
method to turn our fixed enmity of God into
love, admiration, and gratxmde. The Al-

mighty
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- sighty himfelf feems to {peak thus when he
fays, What could I have done more than I have
done 2 But did any of the apoftles of our Lord
ever encourage or forcé openly profanc:
{wearfers, drunkards, whoremongers, lyars,
covetous perfons, (or idolaters) and the like,
to partake of the facrament of the lord’s
fupper. Are not all fach declared to be
children of the devil? Do not fuch as are
thus openly wicked carry the mark of the
devil in their forcheads? And did ever Chrift,
or his apoftles, make-the table of the Lord
the table of devils? Did the greatelt king -
that ever was on earth, the king of kings,
ever make a law, that if Fudas would not
partake with him of that his fupper, he hould
no looger hold his office of treafurer? No!
far from it; even fwdas’s them eating and
drinking with our Lord and his difciples,
were (in him) voluntary adlions, though
forefeen by the God that made him, and
whom he betrayed : and having no Teft-aét
to extenuate his crime, his wickednefs was
the greater, in betraying his very beft friend
with a kifs; for he made the fame profeffion
of love, gratitude, and obedience, that the
eleven did. If you will but ferioufly and
impartially confider this thing, I am fure -
you will conclude (as I have done for many
years)
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years) that the proftituting the moft folemn
and facred fupper of our Lord to fecure-places
‘of profit or honour, to thofe who, though
ever fo notorioufly wicked, will (by comply-
ing with the faid ac) intitle themfelves to
be called church men, is a high affront to
God, and a foul blot upon any chriftian
church that encourages fuch a corruption,
of which church I profefs myfelf an unworthy
member: bat one that mourns for all our
_imperfeQions, and would rejoice to fee all
chriftian churches firmly eftablifhed and flou-
. rith, upon the doétrine and praclices of the’
apoftles and prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf
(and no other) being the chief corner ftone.
I hope our ftability will never depend on the
proflitution of the moft facred inftitution of
our Lord, to ferve fecular and uojuftifiable
purpofes. But you foggeft, that you believe
the proteftant diffenters, in their prefent
endeavours, (or at leaft many of them) are
not fo much aiming at the honour of their
and our great lord and mafter, and at re-
moving this blemifh from our church, as at
being capable of having civil and military
offices: And you feem to fear, that if the
king’s hands fhould be untied, and he fhould
* have liberty to employ as officers proteftant
diffenters, as well as churchmen, (as all our
kings
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kings ever, by the aforefpid aéts, have bad to
employ a few of them in the navy) thae, ge-
nerally fpeakiong, they being (in appearance
at leaft) foberer men than the generality of
.our officers that pafs for churchmen, by re-
ceiving the facrament as .the faid Teft-a&s
require, though they are feldom to be feen in
a chureh at other times, it will put very great
difficulties on many who are of our church:
they muft either make great friends, and grow
fober and diligent, which -is not very agree-
able to many of them, or they cannot get into
an employment fo eafily -as they can, now
there are fewer competitors; I have obferved
(you fay) by many of us, who have liBerty
" .to employ what fervants we pleale, that we
choofe to truft a proteftant diffenter, that we
are well affured is an honeft, fober, diligent
man, rather than one who cannot have foch
a recommendation, though he tells us he is
a true churchman: and they are frequently
chofen as conftables, yea, as wardens of our
charchesy or any other troublefome office,
provided it has no profit attending it.

To this I reply, that I will not anfwer for
all the diffenters; that their chief views are
at the hodour of our Redeemer, and at the
removiogof a blemith in our church. Itis
¥ probable
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probable many of them aim chiefly at being
upon a level with us in civil and military
affairs; and, for my own part, I cannot fee-
any reafon to deprefs them. They agree
with us in all the fubftantials of our holy
religion; and as to lefler and indifferent
things, that we all agree are {o in themfelves,
I with to God they were left fo in their ufe,
and that none would take on them to lord it
over God’s heritage. They are as good
friends to king Gesrge, and his faithfal mi-
nifters of ftate, as you or I, or the beft
churchmen can' be; and they are the only
friends that the true church of England have,
and can depend on. We all profes we are
- journeying towards heaven ; why then thould
- we fall out by the way? Is it any detri~
ment to us to have our trueft friends able
to affift us with their perfons and purfes ?
‘Do they not readily join us in all eleQions,
when our civil and religious rights depead
on fuch eletions ? Did they not ftand firmly
by us io our greatelt diftre(les, when popery,
lavery, and all forts of debauchery, threaten’d
to invade and deftroy us, and our religion ?
Did we not then promife, in our danger,
that we would come to a temper with them?
And what have we ever done for them,
except giving them Jeave to worfhip God in
: : the
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the manner that they believe in their con-
fciences is moft pleafing to him; which is
giving them nothing but what their Lord and
ours had given them before: for, as they
always preached Jefus Chrift, and him cru-
cified, though they did not follow us, our
paffionate predeceflors erréed as much in fi-
lencing and perfecuting them, as our Lord’s
difciples did, .who were for filencing and
¢jeQing all who caft out devils in his name,
snly becaufe they did not follow them,- If
the diffenters, in their turns, have been guilty
of the fame fault towards us, their fanlts will
ot excufe s in continuing to do that which
we own was a fault in them: for their Lord
sud ours hes ftrictly commanded us to do by
all men {notas we are done by) but as we
-would be done by ; to love one another as we
Jove ourfelves, and as he loved us, and by his
great apoftle Paul, to give no occafion of
offence; to lay no ftumbling-blocks in .the
way of our brethren: if we are ftrong, not te
offend our weak brethren, even by eating of
meat; though that is a thing undoubtedly
lawful in itfelf, much lefs have we any power
to force our doubting weak brethren to eat

meat, which they fcruple, or cannot digeft,

or'to abltain from it, when they think it
lawful and expedient ; or to make fuch things
terms
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terms of communion with us, which oor Lord
4nd Mafter has not made fo, as the charch of
Rome take upon them to do by the laity.
Woe be to any that fhall add to his words ;
I mean, that fhall lay any firefs, or occafion:

any fchifm, by their own additibns, or weak

and doubtful iHuftrations or explanations of
God’s laws. Our blefled Eord, amd his
apoftles, never refufed to own any'as members
of the vifible chriftian church, who repented-

of their fins, and profeffed their belief on: -

him, as the great Meffiah; and fuch and
their families were baptized in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghoft: and' dire we caft fack out of our
_cburch whom God has received and owned ?
Let the enemies of  chriftianity unchurch
them if they pleafe ; for my part I never will,
bat will always endeavour to do by them as I
would have them do to me. But you' afk
me how thall the flate be fecare * And- fhall
we not endanger the proteftant intereft if we
_ My afide this facramentat teft, and fo put
‘Papi ifts, Atheifis, Deifts, Muggletinians, Anti-
‘momians, Arians, Socinians, French (or falfe)
Prophets, and the like enemies to chriftianity,
into places of power and profit. I anfwer,
much better than the government or the
church are now fecured againft them; by pre-
' . ferring

l
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‘ferring none but fuch as prodace a certificate,
figned by one of the minilters and three or

“four principal and. noted worthy members of
the church . or-congregation of which he is a

member,  (without fee, gratuity, or reward)

teftifying . that fuch perfon is a profefs'd

proteftant, and attends the worthip of God

.in fuch particular proteftant congregation
" when in health, and his affairs do not call
him abroad ; that they believe him to be a

- good- proteftant, and a fober, diligent, re-
-ligious, and honeft man. A fevere penalty
may be laid on the counterfeiting and altering

fach certificates ; and alfo on any that fhall

- fubfcribe any of them, whereby they give any
perfon a.chara&er contrary to what they

koow fuch perfon deferves. Such a method

as this would foon empty our taverns, alé-

- houfes, brandy-thops, and fields, and fill
our churches and proteftant congregations on
Sundoys, and other days, when our Maker-is
to be worthippéd : and many a poor wretch,

. that now never goes into a church, but to.

get or keep his qualification, may, while he
* is feeking for loaves and fithes, be caught in
a met, which our Lord has commanded to be

fpread for men. And, in a little time, our -

armies and navies would not be terrible to
fober religious men, as they have been for
. many
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_ many years laft paft, by reafon of the moft
horrible, execrable, and new-invented oaths,
curfes, imiprecations, and ather abominations,
that are now heard and feen in our armies,
navies, cithes, towns, countries, villages,
rivers, &c. where wickednefs is generally and
very eafily learnt, by the examples of mea in
power and authority. This repeal (in. all
probability) will fooner reform the masners
of fuch as have any hopes of ever being moce
than what they now are, or that would net
be always fervants, than a thoufand refor-
mation-fermons, while there is nothing moye
required to qualify a man for an offie, thant
his receiving the fecrament of the Lopd's
fupper throa or four times a year, whpther
he be fit for it or not. I he oegieQs, ke
muft lofe his place, and be put vader other
very fevere penaltics. If he eats and drinks
unwarthily, not difcerping the Lord’s body,
he eats and drisks damnatioa to himfelf:
and if a poor minifter, that knows the officer
that offers to receive it is-a devil, or a child
and flave of the devil's, and trembles at the
thought of profining the Lord’s table by ad-
mmmg him, fhould dare to refufe him, while
in this deplorable condition; this poor mi- -
nifter (as the law ftands at prefent) may-be
ruised by fuch refufed officer: therefore
. whatever
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sghatever views fome may have jn reforming
what is amifs, it can- never be too foon to
amend whatever dithonours God, and the

holy religion he has inflituted, and which we
profels.

" As to the laft queltion you alk me, viz.
Whether I ‘think this is a proper time to
addrefs for-an amendment of this law, which
has kept fo many out of our churches, and
embittered their fpirits againft us for treating
them, as we fhonld not like to be freated by .
by then, if the tables were turned. T an-

fwer, That in my confciencé I think it a

proper, and the moft proper time, for the
following reafons.

1. That none but' the’ prefent time can
properly be called our own: the tinre paft is
not, nor will it ever be ours again ; the future
js not, and nevér may be-ours: and we are
commanded to work while it is day; and
whatever our hands’ find us to do, to do it
with all our m:ght. "

2. We have now a moft excellent king on
the throne, ahd, blefled be'God, he is happy
in a faithful miniftry:-and it moft certainly
_ be a very pleafant thmg to him to make all
lns dunfnl and loving fubjedts eafy, by be-

flowing
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flowing favours with an impartil hand to
thofe who equally, or moft, deferve them,
and are fitteft for them. And we have ne
reafon to doubt that fuch a prince will, with
pleafure, ftrengthen the hands of his trueft
friends of the eftablithed church, who have
been found, ever fince the happy revolution,
to be too powerful for all his majefty’s
enemies among us, (though very numerous
and mighty too) when we are joined by the.
hearts, purfes, counfels, and hands of ‘our
proteflant diffenting friends. We are not fo
vain as to imagine that we, who are his ma-
jefty’s beft friends of the eftablithed church,
are (by ourfelves) numerous, rich, and ftrong
enough to gain a majority of hearty friends
to his majefty, in. our approaching ele&ions,
if our epemies have art enough to breed a.
mifunderftanding between us, by making our
only friends believe, that we of the eftablithed
chugch, who are true friends to his majéfty,
would fain continue the greateft blemifh in
our church, on purpofe to keep them out of
their natural and civil rights, who chearfully
and equally contribute,. by their perfons,
pucfes, and labours with us, “to fupport that.
happy eftablithment in the ftate, that God
has bleffed us with, and to render bis facred
majefly eafy in the adminiftration of juftice.
. ‘ And
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And therefore, if we had no other motive,
. but our own true intereft and prefervation,
we ought to do our utmoft to enable and
-oblige our brethren, the proteftant diffenters,
.to_join us in our common defence againft our
common encmies, which I have before-named.
I with there were no other nmames or di-
flinltions among chriftians than that of Pro-
teflants and Papifts; but then .there would
not be fo.many exercifes for charity or love,
and mutual forbearance, as there are: and if
we have not thofe graces, and thew (on all
proper occafions) that we have them, what-,
ever we call ourfelves, and whatever other
angelic qualifications we may be poffeffed of,
we are nothing, "but as founding brafs, or a
tinkling cymbal,

I.believe, there.ds not a true churchman in
Great-Biitain, cither clergyman or layman,
that f{oberly confiders the mifchief and dif-
hanour the mifconftruction (or mifapplication)
of.the faid Teft-a&t has done, and will do, to
the church of England, but heariily withes
{as I do) that it were reftrained to what was
faid to be the true intention of it, when firft
enalted; (or'rather exchanged for a much
better teft ; whereby no man will be allowed.

to witnefs for himfelf, as he does by the pre-,
fent
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feat teft) I mean, to keep out of places of
.traft and proﬁt, only thofe who are encmies
to the proteftant religion.

POSTSCRIPGCT.

EFORE any of my brethren or ad-

verfaries undertake to reply to what I
have faid on this fubje&, I defire they will
- will duly confider and anfwer the following
qucncs

1. Is our Almighty Saviour (the Lord Jefus
Chrift) fupreme head of his church, or not?

2. Will he at laft moft righteoufly judge
" the world in his united nature, as true God
and true Man, and punith all the obftimate
tranfgreffors of his laws, or no?

3. Has he wifdom and authority fufficient

"~ to inflitute ordinances and facraments in his

church, and to declare the facred ends for
which he inftitutes them, or does he ftand in
need of the affiftance of any mere creature,
to add any thing to his appointments, or de-~
figns, and to make thofe, their additions,
effential thereto. -

4 . 4. Will
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4. Will he not feverely reprove, and add

all the plagues that are written in the Book

of God, to them that fhall add any thing of
their owa to his word ?

§. Has not our Lord, in his laft fupper,
told us the end of our facramental eating and
drinking his body and blood, viz. that we are
to do it in remembrance of him?

6. If we receive that facrament once, twice,
thrice, or oftner, in a'year, to qualify us for
any civil or military employment, or to fave
5001, that may otherwife (if we have it) be
torn. from us, for any one omiffion, and to
preferve our matural and civil rights, of being
capable of fuing for our juft dues, of receiving
and enjoying a legacy, and the like. Are
oot thefe additional ends to the only end our
Lord has told us we avght to regard, when
we come to eat and drink with him at his
table? Or-can it be a fufficient excufe to tcll
the great judge of the world, in the laft day,
that notwithftanding we made beld to pro-
ftitate his inflitutions to ferve our fecular
purpofes, when men commanded us fo to do,
yet we did not wholly forget him- at fuch
times, though we cannot deny but ‘that the’
chief defign we then had was to ferve our

temporal interefts ?
VvoL. lll. . G 7. Is
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7. Is it not perfecating the minifters of
our own cflablithed church, to compel them
to adminifter that holy facrament to fuch as-
they know are unfit or (if left to their liberty)
unwilling to receive it, by fuch penalties as
they are not able to bear; which penalties
the perfon refufed has always in his power, by
the Teft-alts, to bring them under, to the
utter ruin of the confcientious minifters and -
their families ? ~

8. Is it not too fevere upon our civil and
military officers, to fubje@t them to utter
ruin, if they happen to forget receiving the
facrament fo often as the Teft-alts require 2
Or if they, for want of their pay in due time,
. have not money to fatisfy two witnefles, who
muft be able to teftify their receiving it, as
often as the faid alts require ?

‘9. Did the corporation and Teft-afts ever
preferve our eflablithed church from the -
dangers and invafions we were threatened
with, by a poplfh king aod a popdh pre-
tender ?

10. Can it be fuppofed that a papift, wha
koows the pope will fell him pardons for any
fins, efpecially if they are committed to ferve
holy church will make any fcruple to receive

the
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the facrament i our eflabliied ehurehes threo
or four times every year, if he can bt there-
by fecure to himfelf a pro'ﬁtable office, and
be fcreened from otter ryim by informateas
and profecutions on the alts before- -men-
tioned ? S

15, If the corporatien and teft-als are not
gricvances to thofe who have mo more than
the bare mame of churchmen, and defire no
more than the name ; aye they not very greas
grievances and perfe¢utions to every confciem
~ tious member of the church of England, that
has always been & conftant and worthy com-
municant at the table of our Lord, and s, ia
all refpedts, fily qualified to ferve hig King
and country in fome civil ¢ military employ-
ment or other, but dares not accept of any
public office, becaufe he thinks in his con= ‘
- feience (as I do) that he would fin agaiaft
God if he fhayld receive it for any other end
~ than what our great Lord has appointed, viz:
in remembrance of him; much more if his
fecular end fhould eclipfe or annihilate the
facred and only end our Lord had in thas
folemn and fucred inflitution ?

12. Whether thofe members of our own
eftablithed church, who have (fince the Cor-
poration and Teft- a&s were in being) accepted

Ga of
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of civil or military employments, and till
fuch their acceptance, were. coaftant commu-
picants in our church, and received the fa-
crament.of our Lord’s fupper, only:in remem-
brance of him, but to keep fuch their offices,
- and to preferve themfelves and families from
utter ruin, have been overcome (contrary to
their Judgmems) to receive the facrament
three or four times a year, in obedience to
the faid alts, as well as in remembrance of
their Lord ; and, ‘while they have been fo
receiving, have doubted that they offended
God, - by proflituting the moft facred things
_ to fecular and common ufes: I fay, would
they not (if theyhad any fear of God before
their eyes) have re)mced, in being delivered
from fuch temptations and fhares, as thofe
alts were to them?

For my own part, T always thought, that
in the worfhip of God, whatfoever I do, if I
believe I ought not to do it, it is a fin in me3
and that if I do that, which I do but doubt
is a fin, I expofe myfelf to damnaticn.

Read what bithop Hoadly has writ on this
fubje& : read what the great apoftle Paxl has
writ on this head : read the Corporation and
Teft-a&ts: and read fome Confiderations on
repealing the Teﬁ act, printed in the year

1732
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LETTER
TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE
THE

Earl of NorTINGH AM.

My LorbD,

8 your lordmips great name com-

A mands a particular regard to be paid
to whatever your lordfhip thinks fit

to publith, no wonder that moft men were
pleafed to fee your lordfhip engaging yourfelf
in a controverfy of fo much confequence to
chriftianiry. Perfons of your lordfhip’s ftation
bave this advantage above other writers, that
they always fpeak with authority. 1 was not

. therefore much furprifed: to fee our famous
aniverfiry of Usf rd returning to your lordfhip
their public th..nks for the fervice you have
done in relation to the controverfy ¢oncerning

« the trinity; “becaule principles or dorines-
Ggs. recommended

4
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recommended to the world by a perfon of
your lordfhip’s guality, and with that ferieu/~
nefs and gravity with which your lordfhip has
wrote, are always embraced fo readily, and
are aflented to with fo little hefitation, that
’twill be deemed prefumption by many to make

doubt of any thing maintained in your lord-

fhip’s book.

When the univerfity of Oxford had fet the
example, it could not be thought abfurd or
unrealonable to attempt to bring the clergy
into the fame meafures. How far ’tis ufual
for the London Clergy to addrefs their thanks
to any perfon who has vindicated any doétrine
of chriftianity, I know not. But as I could
not come into the motion made by the arch-
dzacon of Londsn on that occafion, I muft beg
lcave to lay before your lordthip and the
world, the greunds upon which, I think,
thofe are to be juftified, who refufed com-
pliance with him. .

*Tis not my defign to enter into the merite
of the controver{y concerning the trinity with
your lordfhip ; but only to point out fome
natural confequences of feveral principles in

your lordthip’s book, which they muft avow

and approve, who return your lordfhip their
thanks for your anfwer to Mr. Whiffon.
When
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When fuch great bodies declare their fenti-
ments of any book, the impreffion is flamped-
fo deep, that few can refift the weight of fuch
authority. Yet who would imagine that in-
the very book fo much recommended, the
lawfuloefs of perfecution fhould be aflerted ;-
and fuch notions maintained, as are ipcon--
fiftent with the propagation of that chriftianity-

‘which your lordfhip. has defended !

The fir/?- thing, in which I am forced to -
differ from your lordfhip is this, that you

- approve of the advics of Meecenas to Augufius, .

and recommend it to the world as right and .
good. . ¢It was-the advice of #Mecenas to-
¢ Auguflus, fays your lordfhip, ¢ never to

“ fuffer any-innovation in. religion, becaufé the

¢ peace. of the. flate dépended upon it: that

¢ prince had peace in all the world ; but what *
¢ d]lurbanm, what mifiries, innovations in -

¢ religion have caofed in #his nation, the -

¢ hiftory of the /aft age informs us fufficiently ;

¢-and how fatal the feuds and animofitics, oc- -
¢ cafioned by pretenders to religion, in thig
¢may be, no man can foretel, every good

¢man fears.’. p:157.

I readily acknowledge that this was the
adwice of a very great flatefman; and I cponot
but obferve, that flare/men and paliticians of
Ggs all .
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all refigions generally efpoufe thefe notions
and regulate their praftices accordingly.
Mecenas (who Was a beathen) gave the ad-
vice to Augufius, ** That he fhould follow
& conflantly the eflablifhed religion of his country,
¢ becaufe all innovations in that would foment
¢ fedition in the ftate, and be a means to
¢ fubvert his government:” and as if this
were an axiem in pelitics, that flatefman is
fcarce to be found in the world, who does
not embrace this notion. Mr. Hobbes (who
found mankind bad enough, but left them
thuch worfe) has worked up a fyflem of
Sate-religicn, whereof the main principles
are, that ¢ the interpretation of all laws as
¢ well facred as fecular depends upon the
< authority of the fupreme power.” That ¢ the
¢civil powers have a right to command the
¢ manner of honouring God.” That ¢ obe-
¢ dience is due to the fovereign in all things,
“as well fpiritual as temporal’ And laftly,
that ¢ whatever is commanded by the fovereign
¢ power is commanded by God himfelf” Now
admitting thefe for principle:, it plainly fole
Jows, as Mr. Fobbes has more than once de~
duced, that ¢ the fupreme power has a right
¢ 10 prohjbit fuch do&rines 10 be taught as
¢ he judges improper :’ that ¢ every one com-
¢ mits a krime, and may be juftly ppnithed for

2 ¢ the
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¢-the fame, who perfuades men to receive a:
¢ new religion s’ that ¢ diffeations in religion -
¢-are the caufes of war, and therefore. the -
¢ gfablipred religion, (or that which the fu-
¢ preme power commands) ought to be fol-
¢Jowed.” Such are Mr. Hobbes's principles,.
and fuch the ¢onfequences drawn from. them |

Statefmen and politicians feldom pey too -
great a regard to religion; and as feldom to
the truth of things: ’tis ufual therefore for
-them more particularly: to -condemn men as
Jactious, and their writings as tending to -
difturbances, if they recede a hair’s- breadth;
from common- opinions. Right or- wrong, .
true or falfe, .is frequently not-fo much the
point,-as how it {oits with. a particular in--
tereft, Whether this: conduét anfwers the:
end propofed, (tho™I cannot but think. that:
the. continuation of ‘fedls-and fallions in re- -
ligion is entirely.owing to thele po/itical ar- -
tifices) whether this condu&, 1 fay; anfwers :
the end propoled ‘I.fhall not inquire; fince -
*tis not. my defign to confider this advice in as
pelitical view, but whether it be right or.
wrong, fit or unfit in itfelf to be given.:

In this light I muft obferve, .

1. That if this advice be good -and right~
in itfelf, it plainly follows that all, who-at any
G b6 time -
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time by the reformation of any errors feem

innevators in religion, ought to be punithed,

_ as difturbers of the peace of the public. Now
- this advice being given but a little before our
Saviour came into the world, ’tis very unfor-
tunate that it fhould be given at fuch a time,
when it muft have entirely prevented the
fpreading of his doctrines, and the teaching

mankind that the gods which the heathens

worthipped were no gods. Qur blefled Lord
ought, in confequence of this advice, to have
been punithed as perverting the nation, as in-
novating - in religion, and as fowing fedition
and difcord among the people, fuch as it
feems ¢ mo man could faretel, every good man
¢ might fear.” A

" 2. This advice muft neceffarily hawe pre-
~ vented the refirmation from popery had it been
followed at that time, becaufe that was a
remarkable inftance of immevation in religion,
“Buppofe that any ftatefman had advifed Henry
VIII. or Edward VI. or queen Elizabeth in
that maoner, and they had admitted it, muft
not the fuperftition and idolatry of Rsme have
continued the effatlifhed religion of this country
Muft npt we have been kept in the dregs of
corruption ftill? And muft pot the light of
“the gofpel have beep fhut from our eyes?

3 lf
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3. If this be right, then all thofe princes -
that have followed this advice, have afted a
righteous part in perfecuting to the utmoft all’
that have attempted .to- innovate in religion.
The late king of France did right to dragoon
his proteflant fubjeQs; and the duke of Sawvey
juftly drove out the Piemont.ife; and every
prince that is moft barbarous and cruel, atts
an upright joftifiable part, and what is molt
acceptable unto God, when he refufes to
fuffer any fuch under his government, whom
he may charge with difturbing the peace of
the ftate by not complying with the ¢flablijbed
religion of the country.

4. Every nation in the world thinks, or
preteads to think, that the religion eftablithed
amongft them is acceptable unto God; and
that the way in which they pay their honour
and worthip is fuch as is fiz and proper, -and
will draw down the bleffings of heaven upon
them. Every nation too has its peculiar
orthodoxy, and a fet of tenets, the truth of
which it afferts as the words of God himfelf,
*Tis impoffible that a// thefe can be trae, nay
that every particular chriftian church can hold
opinions contradiftory, perhaps to their next
neighbuurs, and yet be in the right.  Or were
this poffible, fure we are that the beathen and

. the
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the mabomesan - nations, are in the groffeft.
errorss  If therefore it be a duty incumbent
on every maa to keep-his mind open to truth,
and to recerve it when offered to him, the-
advice never 2o fuffer innovutions in reigion muft
be abjurd in-itfelf, becaude it would be to pro-

hibit a great part of mankind the knowledge -

of truth;. and it would be to prevent the
reception of ‘the gofpel in all fuch places where:
the benefit of it-is not-at prefent knowa.

Your lordthip, I am fure, would not on
any account propofe 8 {cheme {o deftruive to -
truth and to common chrif¥ianity as this. But
" onder a plenary conviétion of  mind that your
lordfhip’s notions are true, and that we of this -

mation are fo happy as to have the truth ¢fg-- .

blifhed here ; and that in confequence.of. that;
svery innovation here. neceflarily being for the -

worfe, you think the advice to.be- joft .and:

right.

‘But then your lordthip knows; that hitherto..

_ we have ia vain been fearching: for a fure and ¢
iufallible criterion of truth ; that every nation,
" end every man, how erroneous foever, is:

orthodox to himfelf; and that thofe who are. .

vnder the misfofune of error, are as pofitive:
and confident, as thofe who have truth on
their fide. ’Tis therefore of little confe-
. queance
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quence in the prefent cafe, aad in our pre-
fent inquiry, whether one or another has the
ttuth on bis fide; for whilft every body is.
folly affured. of the truth of his notians, every
body will plead the fame right; and in the
confequencc, error will reap every prmkge
which truth itfelf can claim. .

But your lordthip not infifting on this, but
on the evidence of fa& for the reafon why
tnnovations of religion are noy to be fuffered;
and Adecenas (who was an beatben) pretend-
ing that an innovation of religion was the means
to fubyert the government, this will d'cfetvc our
moft ferious confideration. And here,

It muft be granted that ufually innovations
in religion have been attended with di-
flurbances in the ftate. But then the reafon
why innovations in religion have been attended
with feuds, and animofities, difturbances and
miferies in the fate, is, becaufe the Aate
intermeddles in that fort of property to which
it has no right. The people .always affert
and vindicate 1bis, as a firlt principle, that
* "tis better to obey God thas man; and whilft
that is allowed to be true, (which no body [
think will deny exprefly, tho’ they may explain
it away) whatever the confequences of it are,
they will affert and maigtaja it. A mao can

no
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no more refufe his aflent to truth, when it
appears clear-to him, than he. canrefufe to
fee the. light at noon-day when his eyes are:
open. If therefore any {tate refufes to fuffer-
men to change their fentiments; or pretends:
to hinder them from obeying what.they think.
to be the will ¢f, God,. oppofition muft be
expected ; and if difurbances enfue, they are
not to be imputed to change of r-ligion, twhich

has nothing vicious’or. evil in it, nothing that .

is diforderly and inconfiftent with the public
peace,) ‘but-to the ili conduét of fuch. advifers

as that heathen Macenas, who refufe to per<-

mit men -to follow their own confciences ims

things pertaining to God and ‘not hurtful to

any.man, and will have them obey men rather
than-God.

Inmovations in religion have no natural or-
neceffary connexion with difturbances or dif=
orders of the fla’e: and ’tis juft the fame
abfurdity to impute the one to the other, as-
'tis to pretend that to alter a man’s notions of -
worfhipping God muft defirsy his- private pro-
perty, or at leaft muft caufe confufion-in it
*Tis evident that the one has no relation to
the other, but let what changes you pleafe
happen in property, religion is the fame; or
let the ways of honouring Ged be altered,
property is the fame, except in the cafe where

a man

|
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a man thinks to pleafe God by parting with
his property. But this does not affe the
civil government, nor make the magiftrate
lefs able to do juftice, or to fecure his fubjedis
in the enjoyment of their civil interefts,
When indeed the magiftrate.refufes to tolerate
any who diflents from the ¢fablifhed religion,
oppreflion that inftant begins: but as the
caufe of all difturbance is removed when op-
preflion is removed, innovations in religion,
where there has been no perfecu ion, nor any
attempts to enflave the fubjeéts minds, can
never affect the flate, or canfe any diftur-
bances. When any ftate aflumes a power
over the confciences of its fubje@s, they are
forced into a ftate of war with. their civil go-
vernment ; and they continue fo long in that
flate, as they are injured in a property over
which the civil government never had any,
power. In this cafe the peace of the fociety:
is broke: but then °’tis not broke by thofe
who reform from any public enror, but by the
magiftrate, who aflames a. power which never
was committed to him. Nor are thefe evils,
thefe difturbances, feuds, or animofities,
chargeable on innovations in religion, but on
tyranny, and ufurpation, on unjuft pretenfions
to power, and .arbitrary. dominion over the
minds of men,

At
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At moft therefore, innovations in religion,
are but the occafions, not the caufes, of di~
fturbances to the ftate; and a man can with
no more juftice impute to them, as to the
muﬁ, the breach of public peace, than he
can impute to chriftianity all' that hatred andi
_ variance ‘that has abounded in the chriftian
world. Suppofe a man fhould warn any one
againft the doftrines of the gofpel, becaufe
they have unhappily occafioned much hatred,
much difpute, and many abomimable'practic :s,.
which etherwife would not perhaps have been
heard of. Would fuch advice be good and
fit? Or ought any man, notwithftanding
thefe aceidental i inconveniencies, to- refufe his.
fubmiffion to it purely on thole accounts ?

- ‘There is not a greater, nor a more common:
impofition on mankind, than to affign a wrong
eaufe of any event, and to argue from thence.
as if it were the true one. Alacenas, 1 beg
your lordfhip to remember that Mecenas was.
an heathen, imputed to inmovatins in religion:
the great diffurbances of flatr; whereas the
caufe of diforders in the public was fome-
thing very different; either the perfecutions
which men had undergone, which upon oc-
cafion given they refolved to retaliate ; or elfe
fome- felfith intereft which the pretence of
religion ferved to cover, Maicnas confounded

therefore,,
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therefore, either artfully, or igaorantly
cnough, the caufe with the accidental occaficn
of diforder; which is, as if any one now-
a-days, fhould lay the hatred of neareft friends
upon chriftianity itfelf; or charge enmity,
malice and revenge upon that very gofpel that
defigned to root thofe evils out. His advice
therefore is wrong in eyery view; ’tis founded
tpon a very falfe principle; it naturally tends
to prevent the propagation not only of truth
in generzl, but of chriftianity in particular,
It will juftify all the perfecutions for religion
which hate been in the world ; and after all,.
it fuppofes innovations in religion to be the:
caufes of evils, of which they are not the
caufes,  Your lordfhip will judge if fuch ad-
vice is fit to be either given, or taken, or re-
commended. .

‘A ﬁw}d point your lordfhip argues for is

ghis, that becaufe fevere Jaws were made

againft idolatry and blajphemy, words which
had then one clear and determinate fignifi-
cation in the j‘ewiﬂ) difpenfation, therefore
the Jaws of any particular country may punifh
as idolaters or blafphemers, men who ace
cording to the different notions that prevaik
in different countries, may on different and:
perhaps contrary accounts be called by thefs
RAames, .

For
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For this your lordfhip thas argues ¢ If the:
*Lord Jefus: be a creature and you worfhip:
*him, ’tis idolatry: -if he be God an’d’you
vdeony him; ’tis blafpbemy: and what puniths '
* ment:‘Almighty God ordained for both thefé
¢ forts of offenders you know,’ p. 159.

The punithment in the Mofaic law for-
idolatry was /loning ts death, and the fame was
inflited for blafphemy, v. Lev. Xxiv. 1023, -
aod Deat. xill. 1—10.

Upon- this “your ITordfhip proceeds, and’
afks this queftion; What texts have you to-
¢ quote for ‘an exemption from thofe penalties, or
¢ at leaft fuch as the laws of the land inflict.

I anfwer, all the fame texts which any
religious and good man' has to qamote for an
exemption from the penalties’ to be infliGted
on the greateft of criminals, The blaﬁobcm,
againft which the penalty of death was de-
nounced in the law of Aofes, was a prefump-
tuous, irreligious, contemptuous reproaching
or reviling of God. The idolatry againfh
which the like punifhment was:denounced in
the fame law, was, tlte departing from the
worthip of the known true God'to the wor-
fhip of the heathen idols or fiitious deities:
Roes your lordfhip new think, that becaufe:

unden

|
!
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woder the Fewih thescracy, God Almighey
-sthomght fit, by an .exprefs and .particular
.command, to punith in fuch-a.maaner thefe
-¢rimes, about the nature of which there wag
no room for difpute, and into the commiffion
of which no_Jew:could :poffibly fall by a mere
error of the underftanding, that therefore the
eivil grvernment in other natioms, (affixing
thefe names according to their own particular
notions in difputable queftions.ypon perfons
and things which bave no fimilitude to.thofe
mentioned .in-the law of Mofes,) may juftly
iofli€t by their own authority the like pe-
nalties with thofe commanded in the law of
Mq/és? One -man thinks Jefus Chrilt .to be .
‘himfelf the One Supreme God ; and worthips
him as fuch : another thinks Jefus Chrift not
to be himfelf the One Supreme God, ‘but the
One Mediater betweenGod and man, and wor-
fhips him as fuch a Mediator to ‘the glory of
the One Supreme God and Father of all. Does
your lordfhip now fincerely think, that by
virtue of ‘the law of Mofes againft bla/phemers
and idelaters, one of thefe men has a right to
put the other to death for -worthipping
.Chrift only as a mediator ; and that the other
shas a right to put this firft man to death -
for worfhipping Chrift as the One Supreme

God ? Each of them thinks he has an equal

right
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right 10’ call the other an jdvlater and: blaf
phemer.  One for giving any wor/bip ar a¥ to
a perfon who is not the One Supreme God
and Father of the univerfe ; and the other for
worthipping as the One Supreme God, Him
- who is only the Mediator between God and
. Man. Your lordthip eafify fees what room
here is for uncharitablenefs and perfecation.’
By what methods fhall this evil be prevented?
‘The only remedy I can fee is, that men wounld
be careful’not to practice themfelves, much
lefs to impsfe upon others, any thing in the
worfbip of God, founded upon any particalar
hypothefis of their own, beyond what is very
¢clearly and exprefsly commanded. -

By this method, and by this only, might
be cut off the very root and foundation of
all uncharitable cenfures and wicked perfe-
cutions upon this head.

The next thing your lordhip proceeds to,
is to thew that thofc whom you call Arians ‘
can have no pretence to toleration confidering
the conduét of fome heretofore called by that ]
name.

¢« With what face, fays your lord(hip, can

¢ Arians ak fuch favour from any who have

- L*¢ ever read the hiftory of their barbarities.—
¢ They



and OwyHovoxY faken. 167

« They have teught us a leffin againfl thems
« folves.” ps 159. :

I. A’-llowidg it, my lord, to be never fo
true, that fome in former ages called Arians,
have been perfecutors, and as darbarous as tis

. poflible ; yet the argument is no better, not

gther than this,—Some monarchs have been
tyrants, therefore monarchy is not to bc en-
dured. Or,

2. If this inference be trae, fome of thofe
whom your lordthip will call orthodsx, have
been at leaft as barbarous; therefore they alfo
have taught us a leff.n againfl themfelues.  And
thus the circle may be run in accufing and

condemning 4/l fides, without any juffice,
or without any reafon.

But this muft not be pafled over thus
flightly. Not that it is of any confequence,
who were the fir# perfecutors, or who not,

- fince the real debate is, whether any of clthcr

fide have amy right to perfecute another:

whether thofe that have the truth on their
fides have more right to perfecute thofe who
are in erver, than thofe who are in error have
to perfecute thofe that enjoy the benefit of
truth,  Yet becaofe this evilis ufually thrown
upon thofe, who are for the time being called

beretics,
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bereticsy 1 cannot but take notice, that if we
confult the ecilefiaflical bifiorians we fhall find
that thofe whom your lordfhip efteems very
orthodox were the fir? that taught the world
the method of perfecution ; ’twas thefe that
firf# brought ‘in the Jecular power to drive
thofe whom they called keretics out of the
church. As foon as the Nicene council had
condemned Arius and his opinions, the em-
peror banifbed him, and Eufebius, and Theognis,
and others. He iffued.out an edié?, that ¢ if
“ any book of Arius’s could be found, it
‘¢ fhould be durnt : that if any one concealed
¢¢ any book, and did not produce it that it
¢ might be burat, he himfelf (hould be put
¢¢ to death inftantly.” After this we find the
<« emperor refolving to root out all forts of
berefies; and accordingly he iffued out an
edict ¢ againt the Novatians, Valentinians,
¢ Marcionifls, Paulians, and thofe called Ca-
¢ taphrygians, and in general all beretics, firft,

¢ that they fhould not dare to have any public ‘

¢ meetings : and that all the boufes where they
¢ were wont to affemble fhould be takea
¢ away; thep, that they fhould not meet

¢ together privately ; and .laftly that their |

¢ churches, if they might be called fuch, fhould
¢ be given to the catfolics. Their hooks
¢ likewile were to be fearched for and taken

¢ away.’ .
Thus

-
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‘Thus did the srtbadox begin this deteftable
method againft the beretics; which fome of
them perhaps when they grew in power,
returned ; and from that time to thefe Joff
days has that impious courfe been profecuted.
Baut the fir/# breach was made by the orthodox ;
*twas they began to employ the fecalar arm;
*twas they began to bamifh; 'twas they began
to hinder the public meetings of thofe whom
they called heretics; and what wonder then
when the tree of evil was planted, if it took
root downwards, and fhot forth upwards,
and brought forth its natural fruit. If there-
fore the leffin be to be learnt againft men of -
any denomination from this, that fome of
them alfo have been darbargus when in power,
*tis a Lffin that all parties have taught thofe
that have been wundermof?, and if fome of
them who were called Arians, behaved them-
felves in a cruel manner under Conflantius
and Valensy, and afterwards in Spain and
Afiica, let others look into the Thesdofian
Code; and upon the penfecutions of all that
have had any odious name affixed upon them
for - 1300 years together, and fee if they
have any room to boaft upon this head:
Stll this is certain, that perfecution was Je-
gun by the orthodox ; and one very remark-
abJe difference appears throughout all our
VOUL. III, H church
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.¢hurch hiftorians, that whereas the creeds,
avhich thofe that were called ortbodox, pro-
poled and infifted on in all their cowneils, were
always made the 7./, of parties; and in order
to this they always contained fome human
dorines, fome particular inventions of de-
figning men, fome notion or other that was
unfcriptural ; yet in the creeds propofed by
thofe on the cther fide this temper was con-
ftantly obferved, that nothing was ever put
into them but what all might fublcribe and
affent to; the very -terms were generally
Jeriptural ; por did they attempt to put on a
jevel the dofirines of men with the revelation °
of God.

Give me leave to add one remark more
here; and that is, that as Mecenas was a
keathen, and gave his advice to a beathen,
it muft have been to perfecute chriffians,
fo had Mecezas Yived in Conflantines time,
and been what was called orthodox, his advice
had been to perfecute Arius; had he lived
in Conflan:ius or Valns’ time, when the.
power was entirely in hands called Ari.n,
(tho’ there ne¥er was any Arianifm impoled in
their ¢creeds) his advice to fuffer no inno-
vations in religion muft have pufhed on thofe
princes to have deftroyed the orth:dox; and
bad he lived under Lewis XIV., not a pro-
) teftant
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teftant ‘muft or’ could have been fufﬂmd in
France,

. The next thiag in.‘ybur. lotdlhip's' poftleript
which I think' myfelf obliged to confider. isy
the declaration which. your lordthip has, ia
cffét, made againft ah open toleratéon.

Your lordfhip begins with an intimation
that an ¢ ill ufé has ben made of ‘the test for
‘¢ fuffering the tares which were fown by the
¢ enemy, to grow up with the wheat,” and
you add, ﬁ:n{y we are not to lay ourfilres to
“ fleep on purpole to give the enemy an oppor-
¢ (unity to fow them.”

I will not prefiime to guels at any pdrticular.
expofition of this ‘text which your lordhip
inay perhaps have met with; but how far it
telates ‘to the prefent debate, Tl endeavour
Yo fhew. As in the expofition of the parable .
of the fwer, Matt xiii. 23. the feed is ex-

plaioed to mean the word prmcbed fo here

ikewife, v. xxiv. good feed is. that dottrine

which really produces virtue and goodaefs.
Tares, here oppofed to good [ud and which
were Jown by an enemy, reprefent fafc doc-
trines which are taught by an enemy, i. e. evil
men. Good and virtuous perfons, when they
fee fuch falfe doQrines and evil men fuc.
H 2 ceeding,
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odeding, would rejoice to have their falfe
.opinions -rooted up, and wonld rejoice that
the field, .i..¢, the church, might confift of
only. good- membeis; but our Saviour-deter-
smines; that the reoting eut of the tares, i. o,
the violent cafting out of falfe notions by ex-
gremitics, ought not te be pradtifed ; but that
good men fhould take heed, left while they
gother up the tares, they root mot up alfo the
wheat. Our Saviour ‘has fo -explained this
parable, that it cannot be much miftaken,
when he tells us the time when the rightects
Jball ftine, wiz. not at prefent, but then, when
the fon of man fball [end foreh his angels, v. 43.
plainly determining, that the zares fhould
grow up with the wheaz till the end of the
world. Our Lord does not tell us that 'tis
aur duties to give opportunities to the enemy 2
he does not fay that we ought to Jay ourfelves
afleep, or that we fhould not guard againft
the enemy as much as poffibly we can: baot
that we muft ufe all fuch means, and only
fuch, as are right and juff, to prevent thé
growth of falfe do@rines; that we muft not
. tread down the wheat in order, as we perhaps
imagine, to root out the tares. A wife man
-will not take fuch meafures to deftroy a weed,
as neceffarily muft deftroy his corn; and this
is what our-Saviour only aims at.

Now .
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Now perfecatfon for opinions is'what maft .
neceflardly deftroy the wheat as well as the
tares, the truth as much as it can do falfe~
hood. Where there is fo- much falfehood in-
the world, and that too in fo much power,.
by this way of proceeding the trath muft
neceflarily be rooted up. The Mabometans
imagine, no doubt, that they are in the truth,
and that chriftianity is a zare in, their field ;-
therefore they upon this principle are obliged
to root it out. Amongft chriftians, the papifls
“ought to root out the: preteflants, and - the:
proteflants to root out not only the common
. enemy, the papiffs, but likewife to arm cach.
particular fet againft its neighbours. What'
a fcene of woe and defolation muft this pro-
duce? Whillt fuch .contradiétory orthpdoxy:
every where appears, every where muft -ap-
pear, ftore of tares to be gath.red wp and:
burat, till at laft orthodox, and the longelt
furvivors of cruelty, muft fignify the fame
thing. . But then upon the {cheme of open:
toleration nothing i$ more natura} and eafy 3’

¥

For here our bufinefs is not to Iay ourﬁlu:-
afleep, but to watch ; ’tis to reprove, rebuke
and exhort with all long-fuffering .and paticnce.
Every man has the right, which your lord-
fhip has ufed, to endeavour to convince. gam-r
fayers. Reafon is the weapon.of rational’

H;3 agentsy
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ageats, and never fails to be revenged on thofe
who are engmies to it, that is,. who either
maintain an,errqr, or even hold the truth ia
unrighteou/nels.” With this fence we are to
guard ourfelves. And if the enemy furmounts
this, and cannot be convinced, or is obftinate’
and wijl not, ’tis out of our powers to hinder
the growth of thefe tares: we muft do all
- that is_in our powers to. convince him, we
muft pray for him, but not treat his perfon
ill; nor muft we, to_rujn him, make ufe of
fuch arts as in confequence muft ruin our
owa felves,

Your lordfhip will call this, perhaps, gwmg
an /pparlumty to the enemy to fow the tares. -
But is it giving an cpfortunity when you watch
and oppofe.him ? When you fpread the truth
as faft as the enemy does his errors ¥ When
you refute or cndeavour. to refute his prin-
ciples? But if you will not admit this for
fafficient watchfulnefs; but think it neceffary
to muke ufe of-force, and the fecular arm,
*bwill be giving an oppostunity ftill, or may
be called {o, till you come to the ufe of racks -
and gibbets; nor can any ftop be put, till
that effetual one of death itfelf is applied..

Qune reafon which your lordflip has made
‘ufe of in your prefatery difcourle for the print-

ng-'
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ing this book is, ¢ bccaufe it is n:t enough to
¢ believe with the heart, uz with the mouth
¢ confeflion is made unto falvation; and n:t
¢ confefling the Lord Jefus before men, is- next
©1to the denying bim.” p. 3. :

v

Your lordfhip, I dare fay, will conceive
a man, however erroncous, to give the beff
marks poffible of his irtegrity, who fuffers
great temporal inconvenienciesy ({uch as im--
prifonment, or the lofs- of a very creditable
and handfome fupport of a family) for think-
ing, that not to confefs the Lord §.fus befire
men, fuch as he conceives him really to be
in himfelf, and in office and relation to us,
is next 10 denying kim.  But notwithftanding.
their irtegrityy and their fears left they fou'd
be thought profelytesto what they think an error
of the utmoft confequence, yet your lordfhip
conceives, that the want of infliting punith-
ments on thofe you call 4rians, for their nos
tions, is giving an opportunity to the enemy
which we ought not.

Bu,t my lord, the opportunity which yous
lordfhip fears thould be givcn to the enemy, has
been carefully guarded againft ; and moderate
‘penaliies have been applied, tho’ thefe whol.
fome.feverities, as they have been called, have
proved ineffetual. Mr. Emyn was (entcn(:cd

H 4 : :a ‘.
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to [uffer imprifonment for a year and a day, and
2 pay a tbaufand pound fine; (thatis, many
‘hundred of pouads beyond the prifoner’s ut-
molt abilities) and to give fecurity for bis geod
behaviour during life. Mr. Whiflon's cafe is
more univerfally known, and efpecially to
your lordfhip, who is acquainted ‘with his
expulfion from his profiflor/bip, and from a
lecture in Cambridge, and turned a flarving
with a wife and a numerous iffue. But fill
it may be faid that the opportunity is given te
thefe enemaies to fow the tares, notwith{tanding
thefe attempts: and accordingly &:¢b thefe
gentlemien write; aod write fo well, that
they have great weight with many that read
them, [f fines, imprifonments, and depri-
vations are not fufficient to put a ftop to
them, I fee not what' can do it but greater
extremities flill, thacis, death; which furely
not aoy ene principle of reafim, or any -one
daltrine of Jefus Chrift can Juﬁ_nfy.

Your lordthip goes on thus: ¢ The Fews
-® reckon they are forbid even by the law of Mofes
¢ 1o revile the gods of other nations which were
"¢ wo gods: but 1hut the Son of God, whiem we
¢ and all Clrifiendem ador: as the God of our
¢ Salvation, Jbould be rveyiled, trampled on,
s anl put to open thame &y thsfe of our cwn
ot ¢ nation,
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pation, in contempt of the laws of the land, .
¢as well as of God, uncontronled, without
¢ amy animadverfion —is wnaccountable, both in .
¢ prudence and religion.” p. 158, "'

The reader is here told (with what jaftice -

‘yonr lordfxip will confider) that thofe whom .

your lordthip is pleafed to ftile Arians, revile, .
trample. ony and put-10.0pen . fhame the Sin of
God. ‘Whence foch.a charge could arife I
cannot conceive. Do they revile, whom thep.
adore? Do they trample on that perfon whom :
they-daily praife® Do they put 10.0pen: fbame, .
bim, whom they.thant for his kindnefs; con-

defcenfion; love and benefits-towards them 2
Surely. this muft appear very.flockingy to fay/
that a men: r.wiles the. being whom he daily.
praifes; and ‘praysto 3 for whole fake he daily.
fuffers, and is ready to undergo the fevereft:
triad: that- can be inflitedi What are the:
marks of ‘love, of gratitude, and of the moft:

profound refped, if a readidefs- to fubmit to. .

any temporal inconveniencies - for- any. one’s-
fake is deemed reviling and contempt # Should
Mr. W. retort this charge on:.his-adverfarics, .
and openly affert that in confequence of their-
febeme, they revile and t1ample on the peerlefs’:
majefty of the God and Father of all; fure IT
am, that every ferious chriftian would dete®t
the mgutamn, and think that religion. fuf.
- H.gs, fered )
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fered miore from- fuch uncharitable cenfures;.
than it-could do from the denial of any poiat;.
o which the. Scriptures . have - determined’.
nothing clearly. .,

* There is but ome point mere that I fhall-

.troubte your lordfhip with, and: that is om
account-of the fuggeftion whiclk your lordfhip.
has: made, that thofe who are in authority
bave the real guilt-of baing partakers of other
mens- fins, if -they. do not provide a fpeedy
remedy-to the evils your lordfhip- complains
of 5 fors qui- nim probibet; cum: potefl, jubets -
p 158¢ i

That a juft and proper remedy ought to be::
applied to every real evil is readily acknow-
_ledged ; and therefore.l declared for, the onlp.
remedy that appears.to me to. be-confiftent -
with .reafon- and with revelation; and I as
heartily defire.that. every man may be broughs
to fee the egrors. of his. ways, as.yqur.lorde
thip does. But I hope L.am ot a partaker of;
anocher’s fins, if I cannot come idto a fcheme
of perfecution s or-if 1 cannet but think that
the only proper method of dealing. with.reas
fonable men is convi®ion, and -the preffing
them. with arguments from reafon and reve-
lation. This makes me admire at what your
lord(hip.alludes to, when .you. jaotimate that -
there.:

.
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there-is not at prefent given 1o the proper cham=
pions of our faith an oppertunity to refute and -
reclaim [men} Jfrom their errors, p. 158, Are
‘the clergy, my lord, now reffrained from
fearching into Scripture, or frem fearching
into antiquiry, in order to find proper mate-
rials to refute any error ? Are they reffraimd
from writing or from putlifbing their thoughts ?
Or what way of refuting and reclaiming men -
from error is prevented by his majefly ? True -
it is, that ¢ Defender of the faith is not an
¢ empty title,’ ibid.” Yet permit me, my lord,
to exprefs my wilhes, that if the fzith can no -
way be defended. but by fines, imprifonments,, .
or deaths, that it may ever continue an emgty -
tit'e. *Tis better that that fhould be ¢h-
emp'y titke, than that ‘ever it'flrould be maigX -
tained by that which is antichriffian; antt®
which if profecuted by every crowned tead, -
. muft make the chriftian world .a fcene of *
blood and cruelty. .

But by comparing what your tordfhip fays +
here, with ‘what you have faid p. 156. ’tis
ealy to fee that your lordfhip blames ¢ 2kofs -
s who are in authority, that do not advife Fis
¢ majefiy to give'the fathers and paftors of onr ~
© church Jeave to fpeak fir themfelves, and: in- -
¢ deed for the king. i. e. that the convocation
fhould . determine this controverfy,. That

: Ho6. . o Thap.t
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s That foould be permitted to fit and a& io tak-~
«¢ ing care of that flock” of Chrift, of which
« the Holy-Ghoft has ‘made them overfeers,
% and which the laws of the land bave committed
“ 20 them,” pr 1567,

Before I confider the thing propofed by
your lordthip, I cannot but obferve, that your
lordthip ia the former paffage wanted the
convecation o REFUTE errors: here ’tis to
Jit and @23, ‘1 thiok the ufoal method in con-
wvocation is mot to refute errors; ’tis not to
comvince mens judgments, or to produce reafons
for whar they do, but to determine the truth
or falthood of a notion autberi‘atively. Syno-
dical affairs are always tranfalled in a judicial
manoer ; whillt private perfons, i e. men ia
sheir private capacities, ufvally attempt to’
refute any esror that happeas to arife.

As to the method by your lordthip pro- .
poled, that Thefe who are in authority are.
" partakers of other mens fins becaufe they do

ot fuffer the convocation to /it and aét, 1 will
. lay before your lordfhip the fentiments of twe
very great men, who have been reputed or-
naments, the onc of the antient church, the
other of our swn church. '

The firf is, Gregory Nazianzen, that dear
friemd of Baﬁl Masy bifhops being met at

Coqﬁantuo)lc

PR ]
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Gaﬂcnﬁmpk, and fummoning this grast men,
who for his exa@tnefs and fkill in fcripture

-

was called the DIVINE, to that fynod, he -

refufed to come ; *“ Experience haviag taughe
“ him how little good counld bs empefed
 from fyuod:; they ufually widening more

¢ than coriog differences. Nor will 1 (fays.
“ he) be prefeat at any fjmsds, where theyi

. s cackle like geefe or cranes : in thofe affem-

¢¢ blies there is contention, and fquabble;.
% and fhameful aions, which were hid be-
< fore, are there made public, mep of hoftile
¢ minds towards one another being affembled
s together 2 Thefe refle@tions were oc-
cafioned by thofe meetings of the clergy at
Conflantinsple a firft and fecond time; and at

other places ; from whence this great DIVINE-

found fo little comfort, that nothing could-
perfuade him to come near them at laft. So
little did he expe@ from fimeds towards the
:amng of controverfial evils.

The other, is our prefent pﬂﬁate’, whofe

judgment in fydodical affairs every man moft

value aad pay a woqdetful deference to.
¢ There is {carce any thing in antiguity, fays
¢ he, that cither more. expofed our chriflian
¢ profeffion heretofore, or may mare defesve
¢ our fenous conﬁdctauon at diss day, than

® Dr. Waks, then aschbithop of Camrh?
i Wk Qe a )

\
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¢ the vidlence, the paffion, the malice, the falfes>

¢ nefs, and the sppreffion which reigoed in moft
¢-of thofe fynods that were held by Conffantine
¢ firft, and after him by the following em-
¢ percrs, upon the occafion of the Arian con-
¢ trover(ly. Bitter are.the complaints, which,

¢ we are. told that great emperor made of _

¢ them —Aund what little fuccefs other fynods
¢*have oftentimes had, might eafily be made
© ¢ appear, were it needful to enlarge upon fo
¢known and melancholy a fubje®. Now
¢ this; as it has obliged not only the beft
¢ men, but the wifelt emperors, to be very
¢ careful, how they either called, or encou.
* raged fuch aflemblies, unlefs.they had fome

¢ reafon to hope for a good ¢ffe? of them, fo -

¢ may it fuffice to convince us flill, that neither
Sare all times, nor all caufes,. either proper

¢ for, or worthy of, fuch meetings: and that -

¢ the expediency of them ought to be very .

¢ clearly made out, before it can with any.

¢ reafon be expeéted, that the prince thould
¢ confent to.their aflembling’ Authority. of
.Chriftian Princes, p. 307—8. ‘ A

Your lordthip moft certainly wilt fay, tht

the prefent time, and the prefent caufe, are molt -

certainly proper fory and wirtky of, fuch meet~ -

imgs. ¢ A time when the doftrines of our:

*molt holy faith; and the apoflolical snfitutién .
! ' v.of
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“of the government of our church are fo viru+
“lently. mackcd, and in {o open and mfolcnt
“a manncr P 157

Permnt mc, my Iord to reply to this in thc
words of -that great man, our prefent metro,
golmm. ¢ There may. be fome fimes in which,
¢-it would be altogether.unadvifeable to affemble
*it.[a comvocation.] When mens paffions are
¢let loofe, and their minds difordered ; when
“-their interefls and defigns; their friends and
¢ their parties, nay their own judgments, and
¢ principles, lead them. diffexent ways ; and they
«-agree in nothing fo much, as in being very
- «peevifh and angry with one another: when.
¢-their -very reafin is depraved; and they.
¢ judge not according to truth or rvidence, but
s-with re/pect of pirfons, and-every one oppofes:
¢ what another-of -a different perfiafion cither-
Swowves or-upproves of : -what- good can thé
“-prince propofe to himfelf, or-any wife man
¢ hope for, from any affembly that can bé..
¢ brought together, under the unhappy in-"
‘ﬂucnce of tﬁefe, and the like prepofeflions.

¢ It was,the fenfe of»thxs, made a wife man;
¢in thedaft:age, tell.Charles the Vth, That it
“appcared by experience, andmight from. reafin
& be demonfirated, thatthofe affairs feldom fuc~
¢ vesded welly which w.re to -le-dene by mans
) An&



¥8%  Tbe Pillars of PRizstcRaAYT
¢And' if foch be the inconvenience to whick:
S-mumber alone, expofes fuch meetings, in the
¢beft times; fare I am,.both reafon and .ex-
«perience wik much more convince us, that in-
¢-timnes of doubt and difientent, . this-will be the -
¢-more likely to be the cafe; and that vader:
¢-fach circumftances, there-is little good, to be-
¢expelted from them.” Awbority of Chriflian-
Princes, p. 316—17..

As to the: casfe, upon which' your lordfhip-
thinks it fit for the convocatjon to fit and aé?,,

I'muft flill reply ia-the- words. of our myf-

reverend-archbifbop.

It would be not- onty: meedli/ssbut- abfurd:
*for a fynod to be.called to debate over again:
¢ the fandamentals of piety.—All that they:
¢ would gain by doing it, would be.quly this,.
¢ that they would foe their authority and de-
¢ finitioas defpifed by them; aad might pro--
¢ bably give offeace to good meny as if they
¢ had fo much reafon. on their fide, or there.
¢ were fo much difficulty ln this cafe, -as te
¢ need the folemaity of a convocation to inter-
¢ pofe in.it.” This his grace (peaks concern~
ing fieptics, and libertines, who deny the truths -
of chriftignity. But then bis graer goes on to
affirm, < that neither there is any aeed of a-
“asew fyned w0 declage the dolrise of the

¢ charch

‘
P G |
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® church in fuch points, in which it has, by
€ as greaty, or even greater authority, been
¢ before declared. A convocation may fit,
¢ fays he, and draw up what creeds and con-
¢ feffions it will ; but if they expet that thofe
¢ who dcfpife the authority of the anrient
s general councils of the church fhould be con-
¢ cluded by their definitions, it will, I doubt,
¢ appear that they have but flattered them-
¢ felves with vain hopes : and they will find
¢ too late, that thofe, who are not to be re-
¢ firained by what has already been deter-
¢mined, - will much lefs regard any »w
¢ decifions that can be gade againft them.’

xbul p. 313

'Tis not, my lord, a erime I hope in me,
to defire that the royal [upremacy may get the
better of the foiritual jurifdiftion. ¢ If the
¢ meeting and a&ing of the convocation does
¢ depend upon the grace and pleafure of the
K prince, o that they can neither aflemble,
€ nor confulf, without his perrmﬂiou, nor is .
‘ he any farther obliged to allow of either,
¢ than he is perfuaded their meeting and ating
¢ will be for the public benefit-of the church
¢ and Kingdom’— perhaps ¢ his majefty may
¢ have as good or better reafons againft their
¢ fitting under the prefent circumftances of

¢ qﬁ'axrs, than can be offered for it. #id. p. 3.
The
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The charge of partakirg in athr mens fins
is certainly very fevere : it deals about a heavy -
refle€tion upon all the min/fry; and how far
his majefly bimfelf may be concerned, I know
pot. Every reader, I believe, will be apt to
conceive that the charge is pointed rbere, ag
well as upon others, when your lordflip fays,
That © Defender of tke faith is not an empty
€ title : the d-fence of the church of England is
¢ —tle foundation of the revolution, and of
¢ his majefty’s fucceflion 22 ti¢ throne,” p. 158.

But what is all this grounded upon ? Be-

<aufle a finsd is not permitted to affemble,

where "tis ¢ very likely to fly into heats and
¢ parties, and after much conteation, nothing
¢ tobe done. And then the enemies without,
¢ will finile, and tell the world, that when it
¢ came to the trial, the convocation itfelf
¢ could not agree, about this matter; and
¢ from thence draw an untoward confequence
¢ againft the very do&rine itfelf [of the trinity. ]
Authority of Chrifiian Princes, p. 330.

I would willingly, my lord, caft a veil
over this unaccountable behaviour of councils,

- ¢ where pride and ill-nature commonly do-

?

¢ mineer;’ that I may Qill- keep to that great -

man’s words. Appeal. Pref. p. 24, Whta

one fees the arts that have been ufed to con-
dema.
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demn or to acquit a perfon, the intrigaes, the
corruption, the malice and oppreffion, which
appears in the very firlt affemblies of the clergy
under Conflantine; and by what tricks their
points were carried, then, and have been too
often fince, I am-borne down by the weight
of his grace’s judgment, and cannot but acquit
his majefty and all others of all imputation of
fin, in not permitting, in our prefent circum-

flances, the convocation to fit and all.

\

Pardon me, -my lord, for the trouble I
have put your lordfhip to on this occafion.
But when the humour of addrefling, begun
at Oxfo dy encouraged and promoted by the
London clergy, and ’tis faid ([ do not pretead
to fay for what end) that ’tis to be carried on
in many vifitatizns over England this fummer,
~when this humour of addrefling thants for
a look, which contains the very effence of
ger_'[uuiion, is promoted, I cannot but openly
protefl agaiuft (uchi proceedings. It feems to
me. an artful method of fome to catch the
vnwary, that under pretence of declaring
again? herely, they may declare for perfe-
cution. Your lordfhip, no doubt, is not
accountable for any aQtions of other men. I
therefore propofe it to the confideration of
all thofe who are fo zealous for thefe thanks,

’ tha
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that if this public approbation of your lord%
fhip’s book be thus teftified, whether it be

not in all thofe that are cogcerned, as that
" great prelate fo often quoted, exprefes it, @
arraign the government for xot fuffering the
CONVOCATION to meet, and to- tell the
world, that bth the honour of religion, and the:
good of the church, ere comcerwed in ity and
. cannot be preferved witbout it. Autberity of
Chriftian Piin:es, p. 5. Is not this to make
as énvidious a fuggeflion againft our fovereign:
lord king GEORGE, and agaioft all in ax-
thority under bim, .as ’tis poflible to make t’
Is this fuggeltion £t and right at this. time,.
when a fpirit of faltion: is raifed and pro-
moted over the nation on other accountss.
and when dilconteats have clouded in a-
great meafure mens uaderftandiags

But if thanks muft be voted, as I perceive:
the univerfity of Cambridge likewife hath jult
now done, yet let the do&trine of perfecution
be excepted ; let the bzathen's advice, which
muft have prevented chriftianity’s coming into
the world, and muft hinder the refor mation of
public errors in all countries, be excepted ;. -
let the cha: ge upon the gevernment be excepted ;.
and let the errors of the book, whatever they
be (for which I am fure your lordthip would
Dot accept any one’s thamks), be excepted, that:

: thofe:
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ghofe who vote :their thanks may not be
chargeable with 2bem, and then I think the

JSincereft thanks are due to your lordfhip; nor

-would any man more readily concur ia giving
them, than,

My Lorp
April 28th, ’
1721. Your Lordfhip’s

Mot obedient Servaat.

.y -

POSTSCRIPT

HO?" in the preceding /#ter, a fufficient
-anfwer is given to what your lordthip
thad faid concerning punithment for blafphemy,
-yet I have judged it not improper to fuggeft
a few things upon that topic more particularly.

Blafphemy is an irreligious, prefumptuous,
contemptuous reviling of God. When theres
fore your lordfhip fays, p. 159. If he [Chrift}
b¢ God, and you deny bim, ’tis blafphemy,
your lordfhip confounds an irreligions, pre-
Jumptuaus, contemptuous reviling of God, with
a miflaken notien or conception of God which has
no contempt, s reproach, me reviling of God
defigned or intended in it,

- There
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There is not a more mifchievous abufe of
words, than to apply a term, which always
in its proper fenfe ftands for a defigned prefump-
tuous reviling, to cales where. no defigned
reviling is intended. To execute therefore
laws, made againft real blafpbemy; and under
the cover of that werd to draw in, as guilly,
thofe who &y confequences and confiruction only,
can be deemed blafphemers, is to enfnare and
to enmtrap men; ’tis to punith perfons for
crimes which they never thought of, and from
their hearts abhor ; and therefore with equal
juflice, they might be treated as feloms, or
murderers, as they can be blafphemers,

_ Let Hafphe:ny, my lord, that which is really
fuch, be punifhed as feverely as your lordfhip
wifhes; but let not men be deemed #/:/-
" phemers by confequences. 1 know not where
this evil can ftop, if once this pra&ice fhould
take place; every Calvinifl is charged with
blafphemy by bis adverfaries, for making God
the au:bir of fin; and he in his turn charges
them with the fame crime, for maintaining
Jreedom of will.. *Tis juft the fame betwixt
proteflonts and papifts : each of them . dealiog
about the word blafphemy, vpon the other, by
a horrible abufe of the word, for a confequencs,
which is utterly. denied, and detefted, by

thofe that are charged with it.
- When
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When the word, blafphemy, is applied for,

‘a.ltribut.'ng to God what does not belong to him,

or for, denying what does belong to him—1In
thefe cafes, and fuch like, which are infinite,
it does not fignify any vice, but a miflake; it
does not relate to any thing ftri¢tly ew/ in a
man, but to any error or inconfiftency of
notion about God : ’tis taken not in its proper
end eminent fenfe, but in a large extent, for
whatever, any way, by confequcnce'remote or
near, hurts the name and reputation of any
one. To punith men for blafphemy, in this
fenfe of the word, is to punith men, in cfled,
for being fallible, and becaufe they are not
able to fee all the confequences, that thefe of
the moft exal'ed underftandings really, or in’
imagination, "do fee. A punithment which
where “twill fall ¢ no man can foretell, every
<< goad man fears.”
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Remarks upon a BILL now depending
in ParL1aMENT, entitled, A 4l 10
prevent [ujts for tythes, where noie, nor
amy compofition for the [ame bave been
paid within a certain number of years, -

By a Reverend PRELATE™

HE law concerning exemption from '
I tythes as it ftands at prefent, is thus

_ If tythe be demanded by the incom-

bent, and the proprietor of the lands pleads
an exemption, the incumbent infifts upon com-
mon right as the general rule of law; and it
refts upon the proprictor to prove the exemp-
‘tion. And there is great reafon it fhould be
fo; becaufe in all cafes, whoever pleads exemp-
tion from a general rule, is bound to aflign the
fpecial grounds and reafons, ‘of fuch exemp-
tion ¢ And becaufe in this particular cafe, it is
fuppofed that the proprietor of the lands has
the evidences in his hands; and it cannot be
fuppofed that he or his anceftors would pay for
an eftate as tythe free, without clear evidence

® Dr, Sherlock, then bithop of Sakifbary.
Iz - that
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that it was fo ; when they knew the law to be-
fuch, that an incombent would have it in his
power at any time to demand tythe of com-
mon right, and muft prevail, if legal evidence
of the exemption conld not be produced.

" But by this new bill, the proof fhall not reft
upon the proprietor of the lands, who is fuppof-
ed to have the evidences of it in his hands, and
he and his family concerned in iotereft to-pre-
ferve them ; but the proof that payment has been
made within the term of years to be fixt by
this bill, if it pafs into a law, is to reft upon
the incumbent ; who comes a ftranger to the
_parifh,unacquainted with what was done in the
times of his predeceffors, and not like to be
aflifted by the parithioners, confidering the in-
tereft they have, and the influences they are
oft times under,

In this way, exemptions may eafily be fet
up for ell lands, the tythe whereof has not”
been taken in kind, but (which isthe moft ufu-
al method) paid in money, whether as a mo-
dus, or upon the foot of a private agreement
between the incumbent and proprietor. For
the receipts for the money are in the hands of
the proprietor, and the fucceeding incumbent
may know nothing of any agreement made ; or
if be do, he cannot oblige him to produce the

receipts
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feceipts in proof of it.  Whereas the law, as it
ftands at prefent, by which he is enabled to fue

for tythe of common right, and prevails, if the

proprietor do not prove the exemption, effec-

tually fecures the clergy againft all fuch frauds

and impofitions, and nothing elfe can effeGu-

ally fecure them.

Kany of the reQories impropriate-belpnging
to bithops, deans, and chapters, and other ec-
clefiaftical perfons, and to the colleges in the
two univerfities, are, and have long been, in
the hands of lords of mannors, or other pro-
prietors of lands within the fame parifhes; which
Teafes defcend from father to fon, and enable
them to let their own eftates’tythe-free.. And
all lands, which by reafon of fuch unity of
poffeffion, fhall have paid no tythe within the
term to be limited by this a&, are exempted
by it from paying tythe for cver.

" Some of the religious orders, partncularly
the Ciftercians, were privileged from paying
tythe of fands while they’ continued in their occu-
pation, and not otherwife. And though all the
lands of the religious came into the hands of
the crown, and from the crown to the grantees,
in the fame manner as the religious enjoyed
them ; yet by this bill, if the grantee of the

13 crown
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crown fhall have kept fuch lands in bis own:
" occupation, during the term therein to be li-
mited, all incumbents are’ deprived fér ever

of the right they had to tythe, when fuch
" lands fhould be occupied by a tenant.

Warrens, woodlands ia particular countries,.
and lapds that have lain wafte, from all which.
tythe would be due, if converted into arable:
or pafture, will be entitled tQ a perpatnal ex-
emption by this a&; and it may have the liks
<fect in many other cafes, not.now forefeen.

If it be candidly confidered, by how many-
wadue ways exemptions may and do grow, we-
thall fee no reafon to take from the clergy any

" advantages againft them, which the law gives
8s it flands at prefent. Some difficulties have-
-been mentioned already, which cannot be a-
‘voided by incumbents, though never fo careful,.
and wholly free from reftraints and influences.
of all kinds ; X mean their caming ftrangers to-
their liiiogs, and the difficulty of procuring
evidence amongthe parithioncrs. But befides -
thefe, the clergy who come in unacuftommed:
to fecular affairs, are more liable to be impofed
upon than others ; and fome of them are not fo-
careful of the rights of their church, as might

be wifhed, for want of refleCting that they are-
not:
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not barely concerned in intereft for their own
time, but are moreover the guardians of thofe
tights for the ufe of their fucceflors. Some
are unallive and fedentary, and care not to
enter into eaquiries, which may lead them into
troublefome law-fuits : Others are not in need,
and forefecing the uneafinefs they fhall raife
to themfclves by contefting exemptions, fit {till
and acquiefce - Others are poor, and have not
money to fupport contefts with rich men, and
fo mufl acquicfce : Many are known to come in
under the reflraiot of general bonds of refig-
natiop, with heavy penalties, and muft ecither
go on to indulge the eftate of the patron, or be
ruined : Many livings are given to the fons or
acar relations of pa‘'rons, who. are naturally
difpofed to be refpectful to the eftate of the
family ; and if others alfo did not the fame,
they are fometimes thought very ungrateful for
the favour of their prefentation. Many of the
poorer livings all over England are held by fe-

_queftration, without either inftitution or in-
dution ; and the clergy who officiate in them,
not being properly incumbents, cannot bring
fuits for the right to tythe ; and if an incum-
bent come in, who is willing and able to doir,

" ke will be wholly precluded by this act after a

" certain number of years.

| OF ) | (3
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It eafily feen, how difcontirivances of pay-

ment may have grown by any one or more of
thefe ways; and it would be very unreafonable,
that fuch difcontinuances, to which a/l the tythes
in the kingdom are expofed, fhould be turned
into perpetual exemptions, for no other reafon,

but becaule it may now and then be doubtful,

and need the determination of the law, whether
a particular parcel of land is really exempt or
not. And it would be extremely hard, that
the livings and the fucceflors in them, fhould
be made to fuffer without any poffibility of
remedy, by the poverty, indolence, or unhappy
compliances of their predeceffors ; who may
have fatisfied their minds with this, that it
would be in the power of their fucceffors, at
any time, to do right to themfelves and their
church againft pretended exemptions, by ex-
erting their claim to tythe of common right;
little fufpeting, that this ancient right would
be extinguifhed by any future law, when the
ftanding rule of all courts, civil and ecclefia-
ftical, fince the reformation as ‘well as before,
had been, that no plea de non decimands ought
to be admitted; and when it appéared not,
that the juffice and equity of that rule had at
any time been called in queftion by the legi-
flature.

. The’
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Tho’ the prefent bill goes no further than |
to eftablith a perpetual exemption upon a paff .
difcontinnance of payment of tythe ; yet as the
feveral casfes and occafions of thofe difcontinu--
ances “hitherto, will ftill remain and. have the
like effeét, (particolarly, the infifting upon-
general bonds of refignation, is well known to
be far more commos, and more openly and
avawedly pra&tifed, of late days, than ever;)
fo will there be-the fame pretence bereafter for
new afs to eftablith exemptions, under colour
of lofs of evidence, and preventing law fuits,
"and. quicting poffeflions ; and, in this way,
there muft be'a gradual diminution of the
maintenance of the clergy in every generation,
if they be deprived of the benefit they now
have, of claiming tythe by common right.

From thefe confiderations, and from the
manifeft difadvantages the clergy lic under in
being far lefs ablg to 4now, and prove, and.
.affert their rights, than thofe who enjoy eftates
by inberitan:e ; no ftatutes for Lmitation of fuits
have ever been extended to the revenues of
the church, but the fucceffors have hitherto
been left at full liberty to affers their rights,
at any time. So that it is very groundlefly
infinuated in the preamble to this bill, that the
fatute of Edw. 61h, on which it pretends to

1g found
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found itfelf, had created a prefeription of forty-
years, fo as to debar the clergy of thofe days-
from claiming tythe in any other manaer than-
they had been ‘paid within that term, and:
from claiming any at'all, if lands had aot peid
+any at all for fo long a time. ' For the words-
of that a&t are, that all pradial tythes fhall
" be paid, in fuch manner and form as hath beew
of right yielded and paid within forty years mext
before the making of 1his aé?, OR OF RIGHT OR
CUSTOM OUGHT TO HAVE BBEN PAID. The
‘meaning of that retrofpe® of forty years was
plainly this ; that in the infancy of the refirme«
tion many of the people were unwilling to. pay
tythes to the proteftant clergy, and did not bes
Jieve they had any title to them ; as is plainly
intimated in the preambles to two former aéls
for the paymeat of tythes, 27 H. 8. ¢. 20. and’
32 I 8 ¢. 7. Againft whom it is plainly the
intettion of this a&, to provide that they fhall:
be obliged to pay tythes to the proteflamt incum-
beats, as punétually, as they had paid them to
the popi/b; and if they do not, that they fhalk
be liable to temporal coercion, as well as ec-
clefiaftical cenfures. So that the aét of Edw.
6. was made wholly in favour of the clergy,
and to facilitate the recovery of their tythes ;
and then, as to the right, though no tythe at
ali had been actually paid withia that term,-
the
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the power of fuing for it is fully referved by
the additional words, OR OF RIGHT QR CUS~
TOM OUGHT 10 have been paid—And, in a
fubfequent claafe (fect. 4.) all exemptions and
difcharges from tythe, are left to ftand or fall

accarding to the laws in being, before that act;.

provifion being only made, that if they were

- really. exempt before, they fhould not be made

lable to pay tythe by any thing in the adt.

"Whereas the prefent bill is wholly in favour

of the parithioners againfi the clergy, and

takes from incumbents the known and efta-

blithed privilege of claiming tythe of common
right; and, after a difcontinuance of payment
for a certain time, utterly deprives them of their
right, even though they fhould be able to
prove it by records and evidences of undoubted:
authority.

Bat if that retrofpelt to the forty years -

" fare the a& of Edward the Vith, had been

~

made the only rule of the clergy’sright; it had

been a much more favourable 'rule, than the
like, or even a larger term of years before the
making of this a&, would be. Every one
koows in what view tythes were confidered-in

" the times to which that retrofpect reaches, and
" how religious the people were in paying them

to the full, But it is to be feared, that in lat-

er days that antient principle has loft much of

L6 s
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its force. 'There is.one whole fe& among- us,
who plead conlcience for refufing to pay any
tythe at all.  Another fort, however confcien-
tious in not converting tythes to their own ufe,
do certainly think them better employed to-
wards the maintenance of popifh priefts than
proteftant incumbents. And the people, in
general, are not eafily brought to feel the force
of that unanfwerable argument for the clergy’s
right to tythe, that they or their anceftors
" purchafed no more than nine parts.

One great pretence for thns bill, is the Jofs of
evidence ; namely, original grants from the
crown, and other evidences relating -to them.
Concerning which, it may-well be fuppofed in
general, that families are very careful in pre-
ferving the evidences of their eftates; and
what preferves the evidence of the eftate ex-
empted, preferves alfo the evidence of the ex-
emption. Thele are, of courfe, tranfmitted
from father 10 fon, and, being grants from the
crown, were to be recorded and preferved in
chaocery, and may probably be. found there;
and in many cafes, fufficientevidence, whether
Jands are exempt or not exempt, may be had
from the office of augmentation, which is open
to every fubje&, and contains the ftate of the
lands and impropriate tythes of many reli-
gious-houfes (as they cameéto the crown, and

by
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by confequence to ‘the grantees) under the
names of the houfes to which they belonged,
and with accounts of their being in leafe or
maanual occupation at the time of the diffo-

lution ; upon which circumftanees, the point

of exemption or no-cxemption chiefly depends.

* Al fuch records, in what hands foever, if
fairly produced, may be proofs againf pre~

tended exemptions, as well ds proofs for real

enes 3 and yet this bill not only puts the pro-
prietors of the lands under no obligation to
declare in alegal manuer that the evidences aré
really loft, or to produce them, if not loft;

but, after a term of years in which no tythe
has been paid, the fucceffor of one or more
incumbents who were indolent, or ignorant of
their rights, or under undue reftraints from

‘claumng them, is utterly debarred by it from

c'aiming tythe, tho’ he thould be able to prove

- never fo clearly from records to which he can

have accefs, that there could be no legal ex-
emption,

As to the other pretence for this bill, viz,
the preventing differeaces and law-fuits, a free-
dom from them, and a quiet and peaceable
enjoyment of our own, are certainly very great
bleflings ; and the greater the bleflings are, the
greater is their guilt, who will not fuffer their
acighbours to enjoy thcm on apy terms, but

the



206 The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT

the giving up their juft rights, and the necefl
fary fubfiftence of tliemfelves and their families..
But on which fide the breach of peace and
friendfhip, as occafioned by fuits for tythes,
does chiefly lie, appears from calculations that
have been made by praftitioners in the court
.of exchequer, which fhew that the inftances
wherein the profecutors for tythes have fusl-d,
_bear no kind of proportion to the number of
foftances in which they have prevailed; and, as
‘to the mumber of fuits, many of them have
been the fuits of lay impropriators, and not
parochial incumbents. So far are the clergy
from being juftly chargeable either with mul-
titudes of profecutions, or with bringing fuch.
fuits as have been deemed vexatious or frivo-
Jous : The truth lies on the other {ide, that
- thro’ the unwillingnefs or inability of fome to
engage in troublefome and expenfive law--
fuits, and thro’ the reftraints and influences
which others have been under, the rights of:
their churches have grcatly fuffered, and by
degrees been loft,

dnimadverfions
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Avimadverfions en  the ﬁmdug

REMARKS.

HE reverend prelate firlt lays down the

LAW as, he fays, it ftands at prefent; E
with that he would vouchfafe to lay down:
rEAsSON, When a bill dependsin parliament,
the legiflature are to- confider what ought to be-

.dow, and not what is law; for if they were-

bound by cuftoms or ﬂatutcs, they would be. -
ufelefs to the people, who often find themfelves.

aggrieved by the ufage and inftitutions of
former times, againft which they can have no

relicf, but from the legiflative power.

The bifhop oblerves, that as the law now
ftands, ¢ If tythe be demanded by the incum-
¢¢ bent, and the proprietor of the lands pleads.
¢ an exemption, the incumbent infilts upon.
 common right, as the general rule of law, and
* jt refts upon the proprietor to prove the ex-~
¢¢ emption.” And he ‘thinks, there is great
reafon it fhould be fo ; ¢ becaufe in all cafes,
“ whoever pleads an exemption from a general
* rule, is bound to. affign the fpecial grounds
¢ and reafons of fuch exemption.” But he
ought to have told us, not that the incumbene
infifts upon commen right, which we all know ;
but why be fbould infilt upon common right,

which
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which the wifeff of us' cannot account for.
What is admitted ia courts of judicature,
ought not to determine us. . The queftion
now is, #tat fhould be allowed by a-Britith legi-
Jlature 2 And though it is certain that whena
proprictor of lands pleads an exemption in
7efiminfler- Hall, it refts upon him to prove it,
yet it may well be confidered in a houfs of com-
mons, whether that proof exght to relt upon him.

If the cafe of tsthes be fairly and juftly con-
fidered, many objetions will arife againft its
being a cafe of common right ; which muft in
"parliament be tried, not by common law, but by
comman fenfe. . There can be .no right in the
world but that which arifes from nature, and
the reafon of things: Shew us from thence
that the clergy have a right to maintenance
from the laity, and we will then allow that
the laity ought to muintain them. No obli-
gation can be laid on any one, unlefs an equi-
valent really received creates it. We do not
owe the king himfelf allegiance, but on the
terms of equal proteftion ; and we cannot owe
the clergy fythes, but on the terms of an equi-
walent, 'Where then is this equivalent? Or,
why fhould the clergy exac? tythes, as arifing
4o them of right?

No
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" No man by confcience, or for his own hap-
piacfs, or for the public good, is obliged to
conform to any church, or advife with any
prieft, but fuch as himfelf approves. On the
contrary, to compel his conformity agaiaft his
opinion, is againft all confcience, againft his
own happinefs, and the public good. If he
does conform to that church of his own choice,
it is for fome advantage ; and fo far as he con-
forms and enjoys that'advantage, fo far is he
under an obligation, and owes a maintenance
to that clergy, from whom he receives an equi-
valent. But if he cannot and does not con-
form, what advantage does he receive ? What
obligdtion is he under, or what maiatenance
does he owe to any one ! It may be neceflary
that priefls, as well phyficians, thould be pro-
vided, for the.cure of fouls as well as of bodjes.
But wouyld it not be very unreafonable that
the law thould oblige us to give phyficians re-
tainirlg fees, and compel us to maintain them,
by pa)%xg them wher we do not want them,
as much as when we do want them ? Is it not
fufficient that they are paid when they are ap-

_pliedto? And is there any difference between
phyficians and priefls, which creates a greater
obligation to the latter than to the former &°

Men



210 Tbe Pillars of PriesTcRAFT

Men having a natural right and a legal tole=
ration to' choofe their own religion, do often'
affociate themfelves in particular churches, and
diffent from the national fed, or eftablithed’
church. Every member of a feparate church
ftands obliged to fupport bis own paftor, whillk:
he reforts to him ; and fhall he alfo ftand obli-
ged 