This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=wjQ3AAAAMAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1

|

Ui |
J%W o
LAY '
















- Baron, Richavd

THE
PILLARS

~  oF
PRIESTCRAFT.
~ AND" -

ORTHODOXY

SHAKEN,

As for the rending of the church, we bave many rea-
ns to think it is not that which ye labour to pre-
went, fo much as the rending of your pomtifical
fleeves : That fchifm would be the foreft [chifm to

you, MivTon.

Neither ean religion receive any wound by difgrace
thrown upon the prelates, fince religion and they
Jurely were never in fuch amity. They rather are
the men who bave wounded religiony and their
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S this Volume econfifts of very
W inftrative treatifes, 1 infcribe

it to you; both as a public acknowledge-
ment of your favours to the Editor, and
alfo that I may have an opportunity of

exhorting you to zeal and ardour in af~ |

ferting the principles of liberty.

You will here fee, that the chriftiam
uligiod which contains every motive to-
goodnefls perfonal and focial; and the

A a C defign
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iv The DEDICATION.

defign of which was to blefs all ratfons,
and to make men univerfilly good and
'bégpy, hath been fo perverted and abufed,
as to become the inftrument of oppreflira.
and tyranny, and productive of thofe very
evils that it was intended to prevent or
remedy,

You will perceive that all thefe mif-
chiefs have arifen from invefting its
minifters with worldly power and do-
minion, contrary to the defign of its
author, andto the precepts and pattern of
his gofpel. '

- You will find, that thefe ‘men fo de-
generated from their fir® inftitution, as
to fet up for ruling, inftead of inftiuing ;
and though they pretended a zeal for
fouls, yet their behaviour plainly fhewed,
that they cared not what became of fou's:
if they could but obtain powcr and wealtk,

- the
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the conftant obje&s of their purfuit 3
thur for many ages they manifefted eithes
the groflift ignarance of the nature and!
defign of chriftianity, or the -moft wilful
ahd wicked oppofition to it; and that
they fo blinded and deluded the people,,
that temporal ideas were conftantly annex-:
ed to a religion that is fpmtual 3 'and
CbrisP's kmgdom, whtch is not of thiss

wa:ld, was made a worldry kmgdom-
mdccdl

You will fee that what they called dxe-
Church ,,Was a mighty Babel, builg upom
the ruins of reafon, .righteoufnefs, truch,.
geodnefs and' mercy,. all that is dear andh
facred.to. men ! You will obferve,. that:
rotwithftanding it was the defign of theiw
holy office to lead men to all. happinef,,
they have been the greateft. foes to the
cafe 'and comfort of men, preferring ae
all:times ‘their own pride and grandeur to»
the peace and. welfare of nations.;. That

A 3 fun



vi. . Tbe DEDICATION.

for this end, they have: promoted and
epcouraged fuperftition in ‘the people,
oppreflion and tyranny in princes; have
foothed and flattered wicked kings in

all their violent and ruinous meafures;

have preached do&rines of flavery, juf-

.tified all defpotic and arbitrary encroach-

ments; have taught that obedience

the will of the piince was the indifpen-

fible duty of the people, and that where

the latter could mot in confcience com-

ply with the demands of the formet,

thy muft not however refift, but be
. paffive where they could rot be active:

and that by thefe felfith and lying doc-

trices, they have brought this nation to

the very brink of ruin and perdition.

Ic will here be manifeft to you, thae
they were the men that bred all the dif-
cord betwixt King Charles 1. and hia
parhamcnt 3 that fuch hrcbrands as Laud,

Manwaring, .
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Mawevaring, and others (the’ Sicheverels’
of that day) advifed and promoted all the -
cruet and pernicious High-Commiffion and -
Star-Chumber courts, and hurried on that -
prinee to thofe illegal praftices, - which
afterwards juftly browghe him to the block ::-
for it is evident that he deferved i, u_lci

that the people were under a neceffity

either of- cutting him off, or of being
flaves themfclves without redemption. -

Hence you will learn, that it muft be,
the extremeft ftupidity and infatuatio-, .
the. effect cither of the greateft i ngnomnce
or the greateft malice, to countenance or
fupport any power in pricfts; and that
itis the duty of all men to oppofe and
break their power by all poflible means :
that.-it is poifon and d«ftruétion both to .
religion and ciyil government, to give
‘the mioifters of religion any power, ex-.
cept that. of reafon and: perfuafion - this
being all the power which confifts with the

; 7 nature
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nature of chriftianity'(a fice apd: ratismal'
refigion) and. with the-peace and happime(s:
of “human focicty :. for - that: whercwem
pticfts:.lind more power; they aiways omw’
ployediit to- the worft purpofes; to.bm,

dccewe, and’enflave' the warld..

You will leam alfo from hcnce,,not to.
be abufed and unpofed upon by words..j
and founds, and particularly by the word
Cburch, the moft fenfelefs found of all.
others, which has no- meaning but a wicked.
one ; for-the priefts never ufe it but either
for fond fuperftition or térrible dominion ::
and when they-damn a men-in their creeds,,
worry him in their diabolical courts, and‘:
throw him into prifon, and call this rhe-
Power: of the Church, they can mean- no-.
thing by that phrafe but their own power ..
thefe things being as contrary to chrifti--
anity, as-they are to all reafon and ratural.
jultice. And indeed, if the chriffian re~
ligion gave the leaft-countenpnoe to fuch..
N practices, .

-~
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prafiices, 50 miracles could fupport its..

divine; prctenfions, at lealt it could never,
proceedt from: & righteous and goed being.,
You will -hence rej.& with fcorn the great,
asgument urged by priels in fupport of

- their oppreflive doings, wiz.. that, they‘

have :the laws. on tbaix fide 3 which will-
juftify Popery, the Inquifition, the Baftile,
and every tyranny under heaven. You
will be amazed, that in fuch an age as this,
an age boafting of light and knowledge,
there fhould be fo many abfurd doétines-
and fuch iniquitous pra&tices in ‘the ¢ffa-
blifbed religion : witriefs the Arbangfian.
creed, e, and . witnefs the confifcation
of men’s goods, and the imprifonment
of their perfons for non- payment of tythc,
& And finally, you. will hence plamly
fee, that thofe men are the. greateft friends
to focncty, and wor:hy of all fupport and
encouragement, who are’ for ftripping
‘ pncﬁ:s of all tbcxr powcr ‘that ‘to vilify
- and
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and abufe fuch men, is monfirous. folby
and a fort ofhigh treafon to the cothmon-
wealth; fince the public can have no fe-
curity for its Kibeity and happinefs, whil¢~
priefts are rampant and mighty ; and they.
and their trumpery wilt flourifh ‘eternally,
if no man fhall dare to contradi& and op—
pofc them,” « ° SN

Thcfe, Sir, are reﬂc&xons, which a man.
of your underftanding will naturally make
on a peryfal of the following tratts; whicke
keing of great worth and value, on very.
interefting and important ﬁJb_]eé'ts, are
here collected and preferved : and I per-
fuade myfIf, that they will have a place’
in every library, among other defences of
liberty and the rights of mankind, againf
all'invaders and oppreffors.thereof, -

I .opnly add, that it will ngc me a fin-
gwar pleafure to find that this dedication
contributes to. your firm eftablihment in

the:
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- the pnncnpluoﬂxberty and that I am with
'the moft ‘hearty - withes for “youn wotfare
and happmcﬁ,

Sis
| Lour oot chedient,

'Richard Baron.
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SHORT VIEW

OF THE

CONDUCT'

OF THE
ENGLISH CLERGY,

So far as relates to

CIVIL AFFAIRS,

FROM THE

CoNquEsT to the REvoLuTION.

By Sir EpMmuNnp T aHoOMAS, Baronet,
and Member of Parliament,

But traét of time, and long pi i

{(That nurfe of vice, this :{ in) )

Lulled the fbepberds in fuch fecurity,

Tbat, not content with loya abe;/a’uu,

Some "gan to gape ar greedy governance,

And match themfeloes with mighty potentates,

Lovers of lordfbips, asd troublers of flatcae  Srrncxr,

Firft printed in the Year 1737.
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A

.SHORT VIEW.

. THE behaviour of the ‘clergy having

o feemed to be very extraordinary on

fome late occafions, I was led by

my refle®ions on that head to make fome

further enquiry, than I had hitherto done,

‘what the condut of that fet of men had been

from the mote early times of our government

down to the prefent, and what had beea

~ the opinions of the wileft of our anceftors
about it,

I thqught it was far from improper at this
time to know not only what reftrilions to the
power and wealth of the church, the legi-
flature had.former'y dcemed requifite, but alfo
whether the clergy had not by their behaviour
made thofe reftriCtions abfolutely neceflary.
From thence we may better know what 1o
think of their clamoars of late, upon-any at-
tempt to put the lealt limits to their property,
or reftriQions to their power, in fuch cafes,
where it might be made ule of to opprefs sny
«of their fellow-Tubjeéts.

B2 For



4  Tbe Pillars \of PriesTCRAFT

For though the reafonablenefs of laws te
prevent the abufe of power, or an exorbitamt
increafe of property in any fet of men, where
there is only a probability of either, is itfelf
fufficient to recommend the enaing them,

even though we had not already been fenfible

of {fuch abufes; yet the neceflity of fuch laws
is ftill further enforced, whea fonnded on ex-
" amples and experience, and confirmed by the
opinions of our wife predecefloss.

It is for this reafon, I trouble the pub-
lic with the following fheets, that by laying
before them in as. fhort and compendious a
manner, as 1 am able, an hiftorical account
of the condut of the clergy of this nation,
as far as it any way affefted civil affairs fince
the time of #illiam 1. they may form a judg-
ment from matters of fa, how far neceffary
all precautions in the laity againft the defigns
of the clergy are, according as they fee this
condué of theirs has promoted the public good
or otherwife.

Whoever looks into our antient ‘hiftories,
will find the clergy have been always guided
by a diftin& intereft of their own, moft fre-
quently contrary to that of the nation: inftead
of a"'utn" the likerty of the people, thcy

l RESE




and OrTHODOXY jfhaken. 4

Fave been moft infirumental in all attempts
to deftroy it; inftead of propagating generous
notions of freedom, they have conftantly en-
deavoured to inftil into the minds of men
the moft flavith maxims, and taught leffong
of the moft blind and abje& fobmiffion.

Their oppofition to power, whepever they
have made any, has generally been fatious
and felfith, not grounded on motives of re-
gard for the good of the commonwealth,
but occafioned by fome attempt upon their
temporal intereft or privileges, which was
often no other than a juft intention of retrench-
ing their encroachments upon the crown, and
people,

Accordingly we may abferve, that the moft
dangerons defigns againft the public have
been formed by fuch of our princes, who be-

- gan with fecuring the clergy to their intereft

by great condefcenfions to them ; for we fel-
‘dom find the clergy to have failed returning
the compliment by a concurrence in promot-
ing the moft arbitrary attempts by their doc-
trine and a&tions.

The ufe the clergy have made of what
power they have acquired under fuch princes,
B3 has
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has always been moft infupportable to tha
laity, efpecially to fuch as have oppofed ir.

I will not detain the reader any longer
from forming bis own judgment on. this fob-

je€t, but haften to. my relation of fats, by -

which oply I defire he may be determined,
as he fhall find them agreeable to truth, to
which I have endeavoured to have the ftriQeft
segard. .

The battle of Haflings, gained by the duke
of Normandy, would have been very far from
determining the fate of ‘this cquntry, had the
Englifh fofficiently united in its defence. He
was in poffeflion of but one caftle in the king-
dom, that of Dover. The earls Marcar and
Edwin, who had diftinguithed themfelves: al-
ready in the defence of their . country, had
thut themfelves vp in Londew with the re-
mains of the, army defeated at Haffings.
William conld not without evident danger
march into the heart of the kingdom, and
leave that city behind him in pofféfion of
his enemies ; nor could he lay fiege to.a place,
that would coft him much time, and’ employ
the greateft part of his army, which was no

large one, without Jeaving all "the remote

counties in England at liberty to take: pro.

per meafyres for their fecurity, and to raife
feveral
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fevéral armies, which might have been greatly
fuperior to his own.

Whilft he was in this perplexed fitnation,
the Englih had no reafon to defpair; and in-
deed the two earls juft mentioned ufed all their
efforts to animate the Londowers,

To unite them the more, it was propofed to
declare young £dgar king. In this generous
defign it was reafonable to think, the clergy
wou'd have unanimoufly concurred. Onme
would expe& to find that body of men mak-
ing ufe of al their influence over the people
to infpire them with a fenfe of the duty, they
owed their country, and the obligations they
were under to venture their lives in defending
it from an army of rapicious adventureras
that they wounld have: employed .their inters
ceffion with heaven (which they would wil-
lingly have thought to be fo efficaciouns) to
avert the impending flavery, and by it have
promoted a confident zeal in their countrymed to
exert themfelves with mtrepndny in ﬁ) glorious
a caufe,

But how little was the public good any
motive of their condu&! they could not think
of contiauing a war, which expofed the lands
of the church to rapine and dcfohtmn, whea

B4 by



8  The Pillays of PriesxCRAPT

by 2 timely facaifice off tbe libesty of their
fellow-fubjetts, they had it ia their pawer to
make their own terms: they could not help
beiog partinl in favour of one, who had un-
dertaken his enterprize with the countenance
of the pope: and they thomght the church
might make an acqmifition of woalth and power
under a prince, that had the chara@er of be-
ing' religioms, and who could not but think
himfelf vnder the greateft obligations to them,
thauld the people by their means be provsiled
on 10 reteive him for their king,

" With thefe views they oppofed the defigns
of the people, who had now come to a refo-
lution of placing young ® Edger on the throne;
but by the bithops declaring for #illiam, the
citizens were by their example at laft peevall'd
on to open their gates, aad receive him.

. Thus. by the interclled cabals of the clergy
- wept the Englip diffhaded from: uniting in
defence of their conntry; and the defirabls
fate of libexty, fouaded on gad fecured by prus
dent and wholefome laws, which they had
enjoyed under the race of Saxon kings, was
changed for the oppreflive government. of &
‘Nerman invader. '

g

® Cateri procres Edgarun cligerent, fi epifiopes
affirteres baborens.  Maimsb. fol. 57. N ’
or
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Nor was it long before the c'ergy themfelves
found, how ill grounded their felfith policy
had been, notwith(tanding the monafteries had
a thare in the diftribution of king Hareld's
treafure ; but what oppofition any of them
made to the iovafion of their owm rights,
when they had given up thofe of their coun-~
try, ferved only as a pretext for a more rigo-

rous treatment.

‘During the life of #iliam Rufus, the cler-
gy felt fo.great a Thare in the general op-
preflion of that reign, and were always fo
difregacded by him, that they had: very little
opportunity of furnifhing any circumftances
by their condu& worth relating here. It may
not however be amifs to obferve, that the
promoter and inftrument of all this epprafion -
and violence, was Ramuiph Flambert, bithop
of Durbam *. '

. Hinry 1, had not been long on the throne,
before the encroaching -fpirit of the church
difcovered itfelf in the perfon of Aufelm, arch-

- bithop of Canterbury. That haughty prelate
refolved to wreft from the king his right of
inveftiture of bithops and abbots; a prero-
gative his predece_ﬂ'ors had enjoyed without dif-
torbagce, and with great reafon; for other-

‘ . M. Paris.
Bs wife
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wife the clergy might bave made it one of
their pretences for denying, they owed the
- foundation of their authority to the civil power.
In purfuance of this defign, upon the king’s
fhewing fome refolation at firft to maintain
his right, Anfelm, attended by feveral prelates
who had refigned their bithopricks, infolently
carried his complaints to Rome, and defired
. the pope by his fole authority to re-inftate
- them in their fees. We may infer from
* M. Paris, the good archbifhop judged it no.
Timony in fo righteous a caufe, to make ufe
‘of the rhetorick of gold with his holinefs,
who failed not to. grant his gequeft. In this
manner did the ambition. of that prelate not
only invade the juft rights of the king, but
introduced a precedent, through the want of re-
folution in Henry, tending to render both him
and his fucceffors flaves to the-papal authority,
which never failed' by its interpofition in ail
affairs of this kind to improve them to its owa

advamag:.

Upon the death of Henry, we are furnithed
with a moft lively inftance of the regard, the
clergy paid to the moft folemn oaths taken in

* Tunc fedes clementifima, que nulli deeffi con-
Juewit (dummode albi aliquid wel rubei intercedat)
preferiptos. pantifices &3 abbates. ad priftinay dignitases
@ fericorditer revocquits. M. Paris, P. 49+
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the moft public manner. Before the depar-
sare of the late king to Normandy, he called

an * aflembly of the great men, in which the

bithops were the firft, that {wore to acknow-
Jedge his daughter the emprels Moatilda fox
theic fovereign, in cafe Henry died without
iffac male. The right of birth undoubtedly
pleaded in her behalf, and her defeent by
her mother’s fide from the race of Saxon
kings, was a circumftanece, which could not
but greatly recommend ber wo the. Englifh
However, H.ury’s death, which. fll out ia
a fhort time after, was no {eoner known, than
the clergy declared in favour of Stepbem, and
by their eximple, not only. countenanced part

of the nobility in the violation of the cath for .

lately taken to Matilda, but by their fuperior
power in the kingdom deterred ethers from»
oppofing their defigos. The: arclibithop of
_ Canterbury, the bithops. of Winchefler, and
Salifbury, were three of the richeft fubje&s in
England.: the laft owed his rife, from nothing:
as it were, to the late king, whofe will he
was ungratefully now goiog to fubvert. I will
juft mention what Ropin fays an this occafion,.
who. entirely attributes. Srephen’s advancement
to the clergy. ¢ It was (fays he) a great ad-
“ vantage to. Stephen w0 have for him. three

® Maimsb. fol. 9
o 36 & prelates;,
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o prélateé, whofe intereft feoured M ‘the. fufs
“ frages of the clergy. This body was then
* fo powerful, that the lay-lords who were
“-not in the plot, did not think themfelves
* able to oppofe the defign, which they faw
¢ was eqtirly formed, of placing Stepher on
£ the throne; fince all the bifhops declared in
¢ his favour, not one attempted to fpeak for
¢ Matilda, fo great an nfluence had the ex-
¢¢ ample and aathority of the ‘clergy over the
* minds of the nobles and- people.”” How
falfd the affertions were, on‘which- the bifhops
groﬁndqd‘ the  evafion of their caths, appears
om the opinion of “Adabmsbury. That hifto-
rian mentioning the reafon, which the bithop
of Salisbury alledged in his hcaring; concludes
with faying, that' he ® does ‘not ‘mention it
there as giving any credit to thoft words of a
man; who could fo well‘accommodate himfelf
to all times, as fortune fhifted ~the ‘fcene, but
in order to difcharge his duty as an hiftorian.
Let us now fee how they behaved to that Ste-
phen, whom thcy"had ‘placed on, the throne; -
They were not long before they fhewed the
ufe, they intended to make of the advancement
‘of a king, who was indebted folely to them-
felves for it. They fuppofed, he would not
thiok it his intereft to difturb them in the

® Malmsb, fol, g9,
: ' defign
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defign they had formed, of embraciiig the pre-
fént opportunity to render themfelves formida-
able, and become independent of ‘him and his
fuccefors for the future. In order to accoms
plith this proje@, they not only fortified fuch

" caftles, as they had already in their hands, but
erc&ted feveral sew ones. They outvied all
the nobifity in the magnificehee of their houfes
and retinue, and affe@®ed ‘to -appear fo nume-
rouﬂy attended on all occafions, that they
looked much more, ‘like' military chiefs at_the

N head of {6 many little armies, than the lqeck

and peac:able pa[tors of Chnﬂ’s ﬂock '

B ( cannot be wondercd at, that a bchavmu:
of this klpd alarmed the king, and almolt ney
ceffitated him to take thofc {teps towatds de.
priving fome of them pf ‘their caﬁlcs, which
afterwards involved hun in fo. much tronble,
It was not only his own private fentiments,
which determined him ia_that point, but the
advice of moft of the nobles concurred with
his own opqun. that fome ftop fhenld be
. put to the formidahle power of the bithaps *,
which increafed fo faft. But however de-
firable this might be, it was naw not to bef
effe@ed : the clergy had fo great an iefluence
over the lower people, that the pation was ip

* & -Maiwid. . 102,

[§)



Y4  Tbhe Pillars of PriesTcRAFT

2 fAame at the king’s feizing the bithop’s cafties,
Religion itfelf was leoked upon as invaded,
which, as Rapin {ays, was now thought to
confift in upholding the church in whatever
privileges and immunities. the herfelf was
pleafed to affume. 'Fhe bithops openly talked
of oppofing the king by arms, and became fo
firong, that great numbers of she lay lords
thought it fafelt to go over to their fide.
Stephen had indeed fome time before given

- the people in general too- much caufe to altep
the good opinion they had once entertained
of him; and we find feveral barons had then
taken wp asms againft him in defence of their
Jiberty : but that affair had at thie time been:
made up, and, as I before obferved, it was
now the fentiments of moft of the lay-lords,
that the power of the bithops required a ftop
to be put to it: though when the attempt had:
embroiled the king in thefe troubles, but few
of thofe lords bad recovered their efteem for
him fo far, as to aflert his caufe with. the zeal,
they would otherwife have done, and draw
upon themftlves the fury of a body of men at:
that time more formidable than their own.

But- that the ground of this quarrel was.no.
national’ caufe,. appears further from hence,
Had the point in difpute concerned the public
Bberty, the king muft have anfwered for his:

2- conr
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condat only before the great council of the
kingdom; whereas in this cale he was cited
before a fynod at Winchefler ®, convened by
the bithop of that place as legate: which nat
only thews the difpute to be particular with
thebithops, but was itfelf a greater infult offered
the community, than ‘ever Stgpben had been
guilty of.

'During this difpute, Matilda thought R o
favourable jun&ture to land in England, and
claim ber right to the crown. She no fooner
arrived, than. the clergy were forward. to. de-
clare for her: but the bithop of Winchefler,
~who had hitherto chiefly excited and promoted'
she troubles of the king his brother, begun
now to fee his crror in raifing the ftorm
fo high, and that his own ruin would be infepa-
-rable from that of lis brother. With this
confideration, he, at firft, did him fome fervice;
but po fooner had the chance of war declared
itlelf in. favour of Matilda by Stepben’s be-
ing taken prifoner, than he again threw: up
his brother’s caufe, and won by a promife, that
he thould difpofe of all ecclefiaftical prefer-
ments, undertook to procure AMaiilde the fufe
frages of the clergy to cle® her queen. In
erder to this he convened'a fynod by kis lega-
tine authority, the day before the opening of

& Malmi& ich
w
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which he conferred in private firft with the
bithops, then with the abbots, and laftly with
the arch-deacons. When the time appointed
for their meeting was come, after he had made
a fpeech, in which he publickly afferted * the
principal right of chufing a prince belonged to
theclergy, the fynod declared. Matilda queen.
It was thus with an unheard-of, and unprece-
dented infolence the clergy alone pretended to
‘give the nation a fovereiga without confulting
the barons, .nay contrary to the fentiments of
many of them, who™ had at this time fent
“their deputies with thofe of the' city of Lon-
don 10 demand Stephen’s hbcrty But this
meflagehad no other ¢ffe@ than to draw an
excommunication upon the' king and hls ad-
hcrents. '

However monftrous this conduét appears to
.be, the meafure-of their iafolent and treache-
rous proceedings was not yet compleated : for
in.a very fhort time afterwards the bithop of
Winchefier having been difobliged- by Matilda,
he once more deferted her caufe; and affem-
.bling another fynod at #Weflminfler + he found
his brethren nothing loath in undoing, what
they had fo lately done .at #inchefler. Ste-
phen, who was now at liberty, having been

® Malmsb. fol. 106. 1 Ibid, fil, 108.
- ex
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exchanged for the duke of Glaucefler, was again
ackwowledged’ by them king, ‘and Mutilda
i her tutn excommunicsted -with her ‘adhe
rents. - Fhis change foon rendared her-affairs
fo. defperate, that fhe was obliged' to quit this
kingdom, and leave Stephen in poflefion of »
crown, which he firft obtained, afterwards
loft, and again recovered by the mmgna Ild
power of the ecclefiafticks.

‘The power the chusch affumed to ifelf i
the next reign, and the emtive inde ce
en the flate, that it laid claim te, evidently .
appears in the conteft between Hemry II. and
Becket. The ity were reduced to a kind of
flavery by the clergy: whatever outrages they
fuffered from them, they durft not repel for
fear of excommunication (the effe@s of which
were at that time fo tersible) ner could
they expe@® any redeefs from the laws, fince
the ecclefiafticks claimed a privilege of being
tried only. in their own courts; there every
thing was carried on with the moft open’
partiality ; the ecclefiafticks were only lia-
ble to ﬂiglrt corrections, and’ for the moft
" heinous crimes punithed no further than with

degradation, fhort fufpenfion, or fhort con-
finement,

" h
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_ It was proved ®, there bad been above o
hundred murders committed by churchmen
fince the king's acceflion to the throne, of
whom not one had been pnmﬂnd fo much as

by dcgmhtion.

" For attempnng to redrefs fuch an umpa-
ralleled enormity, the king and the whole
body of peers in parliament, were treated by
this haughty prelate with that infolence, and
open contempt of their authority, as fills every
reader of this part of our hiftory with the us-
moft indignation.

Of fuch confequence is it at all times to
preveat every ftep, which may infenfibly tend
to pracurc fuch wealth and power in the clergy,
or any-ather fet of men, as may create an
independency in them; fiace we fee & prince
of fo much fpicit, as Henry 11, is allowed to
be, for endeavouring to retrench that part of
ecclefiaftical wfurpation, which prote&ted cri-
minals from juftice, forced to attone for this
fo unchriftian and wicked attempt, by the
moft abje&t condefcenfioa and fubmiffion ;
though his defign bad the good withes and
concurrence of all the nobility in the king-

® Rapin, vol. 1. 226. Tind. travfl.

s,

e




- s R T W o3

c e = ra wm et T e

and OrTHODOXY fhoken. ‘19

dom, who at this time groaned umder tho
ecclefiaftical yoke.

Richard I's was & reign, in which we find
very little faid of ecclefiaftical affairs or per-
fons. That prince was but a few moaths in
England after he came to the crown. The
accounts of that time chiefly concern that ro-
mantic expedition of his to the Holy-land,
fo expenfive to his country, and fatal to
himfelf in being made priloner by the em-
peror.

The tyrannieal government of king Yebn made

the oppofition, which he met with from his
‘barons, an indifpenfable duty, they owed them-

. felves, their country, and poflerity. The tem-

per of this monarch was fuch a mixture of
folly, pride, and meannefs, that it was impof-
fible, but he fhould embroil ‘himfelf with aH
fets of men, however different and oppofite
their interefts might be. Therefore though
the clergy feem to have a great fhare in the
eveats of this reign, we fhould however care-
fully diftinguifh the motives of their condud,
as well as confequences of it, from that of the
barons. The firft troubles of importance in
this reign werbomerely ecclefiaftical.  The
pope’s nominating cardinal Langton to the fee
of Canterbury, plpeged the kingdom into very
great

!
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groat difficulties and mifery. The king's refon
fal to admit him as archbithop, brought an ine
terdi€t onm the kingdom ; and the clergy were
fo “far from being' difplealed at this ufurpation
in the pope, that thofe few of them, who would
willingly heve leffened the general confufion
occafioped by theinterdit, by continuing to-per.
formy the duties of their office, fuch as reading
prayer, burying the dead, and the like, met with
eontinyal mfults from the zcalots®. T his
drew upon the ecclefiafticks the king’s ntmofl
feverity, who feized on their lands, impri-
"foned their perfons, and committed all manner
of outrages on them. - The interdict was {oon
after followed by an excommunication of the
king, and the people wese ablolved by the pope
from their oath of allegiance.

The nation in general had been fo much
opprefled, that the barons took this occafion
to throw off all obedience to king Fobn. Had
he been a priace in the efteem of his fubjells,
80 doubt they would have greatly refented
this infult to their fovereign., But the con-
fequence was, the king to fupport himfelf
sgaing the lords, found himfelf obliged to
> fubmit to the holy fee, whafe reconciliation
was to be purchafed on no qther tcxms thana -

. * Rapin, wol. 1. p, zQ?, oo
refignation
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gefignation of his crown after the moft i igno-
sninious manner to ‘the pope, in the perfon of
" his legate ; which he was to receive back, and
hold ever after as his vaflal, and as fuch to
paya yearly tribute. ‘The general defeCtion of
the barons, which followed, though they made
a pofitical ufe of thefe troubles, yet was a thing
4quite diftlin& from them, and founded wholly
.on principles of liberty. And as the groundd
were different, fo were the confequences : the
firlt rendered the kingdom tributary to the
fée of Rome, the latter procured the figning of
Magna Charta, that bafis of the i‘tbmy of
England ever fince.

 Tt-will perhaps be faid, that after the recon-
ciliation of Fobn to the pope, from which
time he condemned the barons oppafition, and
fent a legate to reconcile the king to the

“clergy, ‘yet they flill refufed to comply with
the terms propofed, and feveral of them ad-
hered firmly to the caufe of the barons.

But we may with great feafon conclude the.
confideration of their own particular intereft:
was ‘what influenced them chiefly on that oc-:
<cafion j for the reparations fettled by the * pope-
for the damages, the clergy had fuftained from

* M. Paris, .
the
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. Buulm their ngtrdfonhcmtue&oftho
faity was no greater than at othér times, plaja~
Iy appears from the open attempts they them-
felves made towards fubvertipg the laws, which
my lord; Coke mentidns in his preface w the
articuli cleri®. % in the forty-fesond year of
& Henry 11l. Banifacé archbithop of Cawter-
% bry, made diverfe and many canons and
¢ conftitutions provincial, direfly 2giinft the
& Jaws of the realm, and tcnding t6 ufurp and
€. encroach uponh ‘many’ matters- which appa-
o yemtly belonged to the common law; but
® porwith@anding the greatnefs: of Bosiface,
« and that diverfe of the judges of the realm
& were of the clergy, and all the great officers
« of the realm, as chancellor, treafurer, privy
@ feal, &c, were prelates, yet the judges pro-
€@ ceeded according Yo the’ Jaws of the realm,
« and fHIt keépt, thdugh with great difficulty,
% the ecclefiaftical courts'within their jult and
# proper limits.” ‘We may reafonably con-
clude, had the king taken the method, fome
of his more politic fucceffors have done, of
attaching the clergy to his intereft, by thew-_
ing a zeal for their pretended rights, and a
readinefs in contributing to the advancement.
of their riches and power, and had himfelf

* Second vol, of Inpt.

only
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ouly plundered and haraffed his other fub-
je@s; he would have met with their full con-
c¢arrence in his defigns: and all precautions in
the laity for the fecurity of their liberty; would
have been cenfured as unwarrantable, and re-
bellious. For what could not be expefted
from a fet of men, whofe power and wealth
were ‘hecome {0 dangerous-to liberty, and their
endeavours to encreafe them fo ftrenuous, that,
is the great man juft quoted fays, it was with
great difficulty the laws of the land were refcued
from their all-engroffing ambition ?

, In this and the following. reign, we may
oblerve, how difficult it was by the wifeft
provifions and reftritions of the law to pre-
vent the clergy from -evading fuch ftatutes as
fet any bounds to their wealth or power. Ag
the time of figeing Magna Charta by Henry,
the barons were fo fenfible of the dangerous
confequence of the immenfe riches, the church
was every day acquiring, that they inferted a
claufe to prevent the further difpofition of
lands to religious houfes. But the clergy found
fo many ways to creep out of that flatute, and
their poffeffions continued ftill to encreafe fo
faft, that in the feventh of Edward L. the fta-
tute of mortmain was enacted to the general joy
of the people. The words intended to provide
againft their devices are fo ftrong, that I will
_VOL. IL C iofere
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. infert them here:  * Quod nullus ;'tligiaﬁu
¢ aut alius quicunque terras awt tenements
¢ gligua emere vel vendere fub colore doma-
¢ tiomis aut termini,” (and to prevent all
other inventions and evafions, thefe general
words were added) ¢ aut ratiome alterius ti-
“ tuli terras auf t.nementa ab aliquo recipere,
¢ gut alio quovis mode, ate wvel ingemio, fibi
¢ appropriare preefumat, fub fomfaﬂum eorun-
¢ dirum.”

A man would have thought, fays my lord
Coke, that this fhould have prevented all new
devices ; but they foon found out an evafiaa
for this ftatute alfo.

In the progrefs of this reign we fec the
grounds of their oppofition ia the former fully
made out by the willingoefs, the clergy thewed,
in making ufe of the pope’s authority, whea-
ever it chimed with their own intereft ;- they
now made a bull of Bomiface VIII. + a pre-
tence to exempt them from the payment of
any taxes to fecular princes, without the con-
fent of the holy fee; and by fo doing, openly
put themfelves upon a foot of independence
on the reft of the kingdom ; and even affumed

® Ste lord Coke’s mazna charta, ch. 3B.
& M. Wept, 405. Walfing, p. 68.

~
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afuperierity, by declaring they were not obliged
to join with them in contributing to the public
expences.

In the clofe of this reign, the bifhops give

us a further more convincing proof of what

-1 have before fiid, that hitherto whenever
they fhewed a difapprobation of qny innovae
tions or oppreflions, it was merely becaule
they had no fhare in the profits. Kdwar¥,
notwithftanding the encomiums of fome hi-
ftorians, had no lefs fondnefs for arbitrary
power than his predeceffors, though his fuperior

underftanding made him fcnfible, how netef-

fary it was to conceal .it; of which he was
convinced by the refolute behaviour of fome of
the barons, -However, towards the decline
of his life, he began to aét with lefs referve
in that refpeft; and having procured: from
Rome a difpenfation of his oath, in regard to
the two charters, he by virtue of a grant
from thence levied the tenth of all ecclefiafti-
cal revenues for two years; in confideration
of which, the pope referved to himfelf the
firft-fruits of all ‘the benefices.. Here oné
.would imagine, that the chief men of the
clergy were concernéd in the greateft degreé
to prevent any innovatian ef this kind, which
fo particularly affeted their own body; but
* i this care was taken, - that the bithops fhould

. Ca have
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have a fellow-feeling, and therefore they quiet-
ly fubmitted to it: for * A2, of WefAmin.
Ser tells us, the pope was induced to this
through the covetoufnefs of the bifkops, who
fubmitted to this innovation, on condition
that they might enjoy one year’s profits of all
yacant benefices in their gift. . At the fame
time the parliament + fthewed a ‘more difin:
terefted regard for the clergy, than their own
heads had done, by prohibiting the colle@ors
to gather the tax, though the power of the
king made their prohibitions ufelefs.

" Never was the parliament more fenfible of
the ecclefiaftical yoke, or more ready to come
to refolutions of putting a-ftop to the papal
oppreflions, than under £dward II. But the
weaknefs of. that king, and the circumftances
he was in, made all their endeavours ineffec-
tual. The clergy were fo fatisfied of his
weaknefs, and {o iatoxicated with their own
pride and power, that they committed the
moft unparalleled infult and violence to pub-
lic juftice, the laws of the realm, and therein
to the whole nation. Adam Orleten §, bifhop
of - Herefurd, having been indiQed of highs
treafon, for being concerned with Mortimer
carl of March in his open rebellion; the arch-

* Mat. Wgﬁ{m 457+ t Rapim 3 Walfing. p. 11q.
: *  Dbifhops
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bithops of Canterbury, York, and Dublin, with
feveral of their fuffragans, came to the bar,
and by force took him away, threatning to
excommunicate all that fhould oppofe them,
and proceed againft him: and this they did
uoder pretext of the canons * of the church,
though the benefit of the clergy, however they
had found means of late to extend it, was
never allowed to reach to hlgh-trcafon agaiaft
the king. And all this was done in defence
of a man the moft abandoned by every vic-
tue, and of whofe charater nothing can con-
vey a more perfe® idea, than his own ordet
afterwards to the keepers of the unhappy
Edward: < Ed'wardum occidere nilite mmrc
¢ banum off.

Under Edward III. (moft emineatly the
beft and greateflt of our princes, who uade-~
niably- deferves thofe emcomiums given him
by hiftorians, which flattery, or want of dils
cernment, made them too apt to beftow om
others) more vigorous methods were takem

_ by the king and parliament, to deliver the na-

————

tion from the fo long complained of papal op-
preflions. With that intent the ftatutes of
provifors and przmunire were enated: the
firft to prevent the court of Rome from dif-

* Seg lord Coke's 2d Infl, p. 634, and 635. °
C3 pofing
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pofing of ecclefiaftical benefices contrary to
the right of the king, or any other perfon; the
fecond to prevent the fubjefts of England car-
rying caufes to any foreign or other court, the
cognizance of which belonged to the king’s
courts. However, notwithtanding thefe pre.
cautions, we find the grievaaces ftill continued,
and’ the pope exalted as a tax from ecclefia-
ftical diguities, ¢ five ® times as much as the
¢« tax of all the profits that appertained to the
¢ Lking by the year of this whole realm.” Ac-
cordingly we find hardly any meeting of parlia-
ment in this reign, in which thefe gricvances
are not complained of, notwithftanding the
ftatutes made, and fo frequently confirmed for
preventing them.

Now when we confider the unanimous and
conftant opinion of both king and parliament
on this head, and the vigorous refolutions,
they fo often came to; can we reafonably ac-
couot, why the meafures taken by them
fhould prove ineffetual any other way than
from the timidity or connivance of the clergy
themfelves? Both of which I think™ appear
pretty plain. The parliament exprefsly men-
tion the firlt, in faying < 1 the whole clergy

® Cotton’s Parl. Roll. 5o Ed, III.
1 Parl. Rél. o0 Ed. 111,
¢ were
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¢ were fo obedient to the pope’s colleftor, that
#¢-they did not dare difpleafe him,”” And that
they did more than barely connive at appeals
from the king’s courts, contrary to the ftatute
.of, premunire, appears, in that they themfelves
.prefumed to take cognizance of appeals from
.thofe courts in their own ecclefiaflical courts.
¢« And to reverfe judgment given in the king’s
.8¢ courts, to the prejudice and ditherifon of the
¢ kiog and commonalty:” as the parliament
of the twenty-firft of Edward I11. recite jo theis
complaint.

. That the parliaments in this reign were no
lefs apprehenfive of the power and encroach-
-ments of the clergy at home, than of the fee
- of Rome, appears from the feveral parliamentary
- petitions * and refolutions on that head, At
-ore time we find them ‘praying the .king,
-that remedy might be had againft the oppref-
fion of ordinaries, and their officers. At an-
other time they made their requeft to the
-king, that * no t ordinance might be made at
¢t the petition of "the clergy without confent
‘ of parliament, and ' that.no man might be

.¢¢ bound by any their conftitutions made for
¢ their advantage.”

® Parl, Ro!l. 25 Ed. 111,
t+ Parl. Rolls g1 Ed. 111,

C 4 The
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The clergy had for fome time paft intraded
themlelves into all the great places of troft,
power, and profit in the ftate, the civil courts,
and king’s houthold . The lords and com-
‘mons therefore reprefented to the king, that
the realm had long been governed by church-
men, to the great prejudice of the crown; -and
therefore required, that for the future the great
officers of the king's courts might be only
laymen. - . .

The juftoefs of thefe complaints, and of the
- precautions of_ the parliament, is fully confirmed
‘by the condué of the clergy in the following
‘reign. Richard II. had not been long on the
throne, before they took the advantage of the
'youth and weaknefs of that prince to pro-
.core his confent to an ordinance for the im-
prifoning of fuch, as they fhould think fit to
declare heretics: and this entirely without
confent of parliament, a moft notorious out-
.rage, if ever there was any, upon the efta-
blilhed conflitution of this kingdom. But
‘what meafures would they not take to deftroy
‘a- growing fe&, fuch as the Wicliffites, "who
"propagated principles of fo damnable a aature,
as tended to deftroy the temporal grandeur

* Walfinz. p. 186. & Parl. Roll,
<, : and
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and power of the church? A do&rine that
in all ages will never fail being cenfured by
moft of them, as highly heretical. But the
houfe of commons were fo fenfible of this
. heinous encroachment upon the rights of the
. people, that the ordinance was repealed by the
king next parliament; and the declaration of
the commons on this occafion had fo much
becoming refolution and fpirit in ity that it
may not be amifs to fet down their own words,
¢ that *it was never their meaning to be juf-
¢« tified, and bind themfelves and fucceffors
.¢ to the prelates, no more than their an-
¢ ceftors had done before them.” A refolu=.
tion ever worthy to be remembered and fol-
lowéd by all fucceeding parliaments,

* T took notice in the laft reign, that the
continued oppreflions of the pope, notwithd
flanding the repeated refolutions of the king
and parliament againft them, muft have been
owing to the connivance of the clergy: the
following inftance under Richard, is a furthen
and full confirmation of their backwardnefs
to retrench any of the pretended prerogatives
of the fee of Rome. ¢¢ The 1 archbithops
“ of Canterbary and .Yerk for themfelves,

® Parl. Roll. 6 Rich TL. . .+
+ Parl. Roll. 13 Rich. 11,

Cs % and
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¢ and the whole clergy of their province,
«¢ make their folemn proteftation in open par-

_ ¢¢ liament,: that they in no wife meant or
s« would aflent to any ftatute or law made
¢ i _reftraint of the pope’s authority, but
¢ utterly withftood the fame.”

The following proflitation of the clergy, (an
expreffion aptly made ufe of) and their fupe-
rior talents in doing with a better grace the
" very fame profligate and flavith jobs, in which

the laity have at apy time equally concurred,
" is worth oplerving from a paffage in an hi-

florian that treats of that reign. When

Richard 11. had at laft by corruption, or put-

ting out fuch returning officers, whofe com-
*"plaifance for his defigns he fufpeted, got a

parliament chiefly packed up of fuch perfons,
. as he knew would be at -his devotion, (the
firft, if I miltake not, that was openly pro-
cured in that manoer;) after the fefion was
apened by a time ferving fpeech of the bifhop
of Exctery it was propofed by the king’s mi-
nifters, that the alts of grace paffed nine years
before in favour of certain lords, who had op-
pofed the king in his attempts upon the pub-
lic * liberty, thould be repealed. The pre-
lates without any hefitation not only gave

& Walfings p. 354+
" their
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their affent, but, by the expreffion of the hi-
ftorian, feemed to have ufed arguments to thew
thofe  alts to be revocable: upon which,
fays he, the temporal lords fecing the clergy
approved of it, gave alfo “their affent, more
induced to it through fear of the king, than any
convi@tion of their minds. Now though their
concurrence is abfolutely inexcufable; yet the
reader, 1 believe, will agree with me.in ob-
ferving a manifeft difference in their beha-
viour. For the clergy, no realon is afligned
by the hiftorian, but their forwardnefs in the
" affair feems abandoned like that of men hack~
pey’d in proftitution; the other have the ex~
ample of the 'clergy, and the fear of the
king mentioned as determining them. And
that [ may not be thought to have exagge-
rated this matter, I will give the reader Waul=
Jfingbam’'s own wards.

s« Hi importunis clamoribus petierunt ut
S charte perdenationsm in  Pprimis revocareme
S tur & annullaremtur, [uper gquibus re;uifiti
¢ preelati de facile indicarunt tales cbartas
¢ fors revecabiles, wn atiendentes quod Hue
¢ jus grati@ revocatio perfona regis maxime
“ repugnabat 3 cum miferecordia fit folii  re-
¢ galis confirmatia, & qui tolit mifericordi-
% am, tellit foli regalis firmamentam. Cone
bt flqmmr damini temporales videntes offen-

Cé “ ﬁ.n
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¢ fum cleriy cenfuerumt & ipfi bujus chartas
¢ annullandas, magis timore ' regis difli, quam
¢ mentium ratione.”

+ Glorious pre-eminence of the clergy, even

in a parliament compofed of men culled out .

from amongft the whole people for fervility
and corruption !

" Henry IV. a haughty defigning prince, who
though he owed his crown purely to a par-
Jiamentary right, yet ever affeéted to build his
claim on other foundations, not only weak,
but abfolutely falfe, was fenfible, that he had
againft him a powerful faion in the king-
dom, .and that his condu& was fuch, as
could not fail adding to the number of his
encmies. :

His policy in taking all methods, and being
moft vigilant to fecure the poffeflion of his
crown, was the moft diftinguithing qualifica-
tion Of his genius: and he had too much
difcernment not to fee, how neceffary it was
for carrying on his ends to have the clergy

. firmly in his intereft. That body was now °
become more than ever wealthy, powerful, .

apd infolent. Accordingly, Henry made it a
maxim, to do.nothing, which might difoblige
them, but to take every oppaortunity of tefti-

fymg
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fying a regard for their intereft. He knew
by that means, however ill he ufed his other
fubje@s, he fhould ftill preferve:the eputation
of a pious prince, -zealous - for .the’ caufe and
honour of God; which could.not but greatly
contiibute to baffle any oppofition to - his
meafures. The clergy had aH along fo con-
nived at the pretenfions of the:court of Reme,
that the ‘endeavours of former .parliaments te
put a fiop to that abufe, proved ineffeCtual,
The people groaned for a reformation ; there-
fore, though the king was obliged at firft ia
comrpliance with his parliament to revive the fta<
tutes of premunire, yet never was the breach
of them miore winked' at, than in this. reign;
To- give the ecclefiafticks a more public in-
flance of his zeal, Henry at- their petition
procured the bloody a& to pafs in parliament
for the burning foch as they fhould declare

" heretics. Immediately the poor Lollards,

who had iacurred. their unrelenting difpleafure
for broaching doétrines - repugnant to- their
temporal grandeur, are without mercy deli- - -
vered. to the flames; and the churches foand
with the encomivms of a king, who had given

" fuch unqueftionable proof of his piety and

zeal. 4 o

But a parliament,, that met fome_time after,

bad;not the fame complaifance for the clergy.

This
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This was that which by way of reproach, they
have called- the illiterate parliament, reprefent-
ing them as a fet of men chofen accordiag to
the king's private letters, merely on account
of their ignorance ; an error moft people: fince,
and amongft the reft a very eminent man ia
our law 4, has been led into. But thefe let:
ters were in reality writs of fummons, in
which there were direions, in purfaance of
a ftatute made in Edward 1l1d's- time, ex:
cluding all theriffs and pra&tifing lawyers from
being elefted : the reafon of which was, that
fuch procured themfelves to be eleéted merely to
ferve views of their own, and did not-faithfully
difcharge their duty to their country. . Inftead
therefore of looking upon this parliament in the
light, in which it has been reprefented, we are
to confider it as compofed of honeft, difinterefte
ed country gentlemen, who having no private
views to ferve, came up franght with the fen-
timents of thofe they reprefented, who im-
patiently withed to fee themfelves freed from
the ecclefiaftical yoke.

Accordingly, when the king, laying his ne-
ceffitics before them, demanded an aid, they
remonftrated the hardthip of burthening his
fubje@s with further taxes, when at the fame

-f Pry"’; pref. to parl. roll,
$ time
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time the clergy contributed nothing to the
neceflities of the ftate, though poffeffed of the
third part of all the lands in the kingdom ;
wallowing, to the negle&@ of théir duty, in
loxury and idienefs : that therefore it was their
defire that his wants fhould be fupplied out
of the ecclefiaftical revenues, as not only juft,
and agreeable to the featiments of the people,
but in the main of real fervice to the church
itfelf. .

‘We may eafily imagine, what treatment a
propofition of this kind met with from the
clergy. The + archbithop of Camterbury,
who was prefent, could not forbear treating
the commons in the moft arrogant and in-
folent manner : he even told them in a mena-
cing way, no attempt of that fort fhould be
offered the church without impunity, and thae
it thould be at their peril if- they feized any
of its revenues ; that for his part he would
fooner lofe his life than fee it deprived of
them.

The king, in purfoance of the maxim he
had laid down, to keep well with the clergy,
took this opportunity to affure the archbithop
of his refolution to maintain the church in

W WAEL IR T
1 Waling. p. 37 s
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its full pofleflions, and of his defire rather to
increafe than diminith its fplendor. The
commons, not intimidated by the threats of
apy digpified church-man, went on and pre-
pared a bill for fupplying the king’s neceffities
out of the revenues of the church ; but when
the bill came to the lords, they refufed theic
concurrence, through the cabals of the bithops,
who had gained a confiderable party in that
houfe, for having oppofed the commons not
long before in a landable defign they had
of fupplying the king's wants, by a revocatios
of feveral lands alienated from the crown by
" grants in the late reign, and fquandered upon
favourites, to the great impoverithing of the
srown, and burtheping the people; which
revocation would .greatly have affeCed feveral
peers, who at that time were in pofleflion of
fuch lands. Here we fee the bithops, oppofers
in general of every flep taken for the ecafe
of the fubje&, and treating the reprefentative
body of the whole people in parliament with
infolence, ill language, and threats for the
attempt. ' :

Though the commons were difappoiated
this time in their defign, yet the grievance was
too generally felt, and a redrefs too much de-
fired by the people for them to fit dawn dif-
mayed at this repulfe., In a parliament affem-

bled
3
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bled fome time after, they renewed their for-
‘mer inftances in regard to the clergy’s revenues ;
the confequences’alfo of the fatute againft the
Lollards obtained by influedce and cabal were
‘now known to be fo témb,le, that ihey like-
wxfe deﬁred a rep¢al of it; “at lcaﬂ an amend- -
ment. As totheir firft inftances, they fet forth,
_ that the king might eafily feize out of the re-

venues of the ec’cleﬁa:ﬁicks, what would be fofy
ficient to provide in a moft ample manner
for fiftcen’ earls, fifteen. hundred knights, fix
‘thoufand two hundred efquires, and a hun-
dred hofpitals. But they had the mortification
to have their remonftrances meet with no bet-
ter fuccefs with the king, who was now more
than ever confirmed in his refolution of being
‘well with'the church. - Therefore he not only
refufed his affent, butdid it in a moft arbitrary
‘manner, forbidding them for the future to
prefume to meddle with fuch affairs®; and
‘as for the ftatutes againft the Lollards, he was
fo far from allowing any mitigation, that he
faid he could with they were made more ri-
‘gorous. To pleafe the ecclefiafticks flill fur-
‘ther with an open affront upon the commons,
‘he affe@ed at that time to fign' a warrant for
the burning of a poor Lollard, who fuffered
death with great refolution. .

* Wolfnge p. 376- * ’
1f
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" If the parliament (as Rapin fays) that firlt
moved the leflening the clergy’s revenues was
fliled unlearned, it may well be fuppofed this
met with no better treatment. The names
of Lollard and Heretic were plentifully be-
ftowed : they were fet forth as a fet of men
who were for the deftruion of religion itfelf.
They were however fo fenfible of their ill

-ufage, that upon the king’s demanding a power

to levy a fubfidy duriog life, though the parlia-
ment fhould not fit, they boldly refufed it him.
The commons would alfo have denied him 2
fupply for his prefent occafions, fince he had
not thought proper to receive it by the me-
thods they propofed, had not the king forced
them to a compliance by the fame arbitrary
manner, which he had fucceeded in once before;
that was, by keeping them fitting, till the incon-
venience of not being difmiffed, obliged them
to confent to his demands : a .moft remarkable
abufe of prerogative, and tending to deftroy
all freedom in their refolutions | But notwith-
ftanding this, he had donc"enough in this

_ meeting to be looked upon as the champion

of religion, and darling of its priefts. We
find him cried up by them asa prince endued
with mildnefs, piety, and every virtue ; thoogh
whoever will carefully look into that reigo,
will find his condact perfe®ly tyrannical, and

moft
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moft ungrateful in a prince, who had no other

title to his crown than the good-will of the
people, and free gift of parliament, whofe rights
he ever tried to fubvert. To conclude there-
fore with Mr. Rapin’s obfervations on this

. reign: ¢ When I confider (fays he) the ex-
¢ ceffive . commendations beftowed on that

4¢ prince, I cannot help fufpe&ing, that the
¢« glory of being the firft burner of here-
‘ tics, and of protefting the clergy againft
¢ the attempts of the houfe of commons,
4¢ were the main fprings of all their enco-
¢ miums. Itis well known, the ecclefiaftics
¢ are as zealous in praifing their benefaétors,
¢ as in blackening their oppofers.”

No fooner was Hewry IV. dead, than the
clergy determined to fecure themfelves for .the
future againft all attempts to leffen their re-
vepues, by taking -advantage of the com-
plaifance, that is ufually met with from young
princes in the beginning of their reigns. They
did not doubt, but fuch attempts had been
greatly promoted by the do&trine of the Lo/-
lards. Therefore as thofe principles were coun-
tenanced by feveral men of the greateft rank,
and highell efteem of any in the kingdom, they
refolved to lay the ax to_the root of the tree,
and by boldly atuchng the patrons of the
fect, deter all others from prefuming to ad-

vaace
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vance any propofitions, which they fhould dif-
approve of, that might render them liable to
be fufpeted of Wickliffite principles. In pur-
fuance .of this refolution, the archbithop of
Canterbury. waited an the king, and repre-
fented to him the great growth-of herefy,
which could not fail drawing down the wrath
of heaven on the kingdom ; and the glory it
would be to a young monarch to begin his

. reign with engaging in the caufe of God, by

defending the church from héretics, for which
heaven wounld certainly ¢crown all his under-

Jakings with fuccefs. .Thus faid Neflarius

once to the younger Theodofius; ¢ Give me,
¢¢ O emperor, the earth weeded from here-

#¢ tics, and I in.my turn will give you hea-.

*¢ ven; deftroy with me the heretic, and I
¢ will deftroy the Perflan with you.” The
archbithop then informed him, that Sir Fobn
Qldcaflle, baron of Cobham, a domeftic of his
own, was the moft open abetter of the do&trine
of the Lollards * ; and therefore he defired, he
might be-allowed to proceed againft him with
the utmoft feverity and rigour.

. The king anfwered him in fuch a manner,

* as fhewed, he was far from approving of force

for reclaiming people from errors in religion;

* Walfig. p. 333.
but

i
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But however told hun. that if he could not by
talking to Sir .Fobn Oldmﬁlc reftore him to
the right way, he would then give leave for a
procefs againft him.

This lord was a man the molt efteemed of
any in the kingdom, and particularly deas to -
the king, as Walfingham the monk owns, for
his confummate probity. Noththﬁaudmg, the
king finding him yomoveable as to his opinions,
no longer opppfed\ the clergy’s requeft, and

"he was accordingly condemned to be burnt,

though for fome time he avoided fuffering the
fentence by an efcape out of prifon. .

The king in his difcourfe with the arch-
bithop had difcovered too much moderation
in his opinions, for the clergy to be able to
have their full defire upon their enemies, ef-
pecially as he did not feem. very follicitous to
have Oldegftle retaken. It was their. intereft
(fays Rapin) that the king fhould have other
fentiments more agreeable to the barbarous
zeal, with which ecclefiafticks are generally
animated. In order thereto they reprefented
the Lollards as. men, that not oply fought the
deftru®ion of the eftablifhed church and reli-
gion, but even of the king’s perfon and ﬂate
itfelf.” To confirm him in fuch a belief, they

fathered upon them a more abfurd and fcnfc‘:-
. lefs
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Yefs plot, than ever was invented by the moft
profligate dilatores employed by the cruelleft
of the Roman emperors for fuch purpofes.
The poor Lollards, fince a ® proclamation the
king had made to fupprefs their affemblics,
had continued their meeting with great fe-
recy in woods, and other unfrequented places
in the country for the worthip of God in
their own manner. ‘Upon thele occafions
fome of them chofe 8t. Giles’s fi.lds near Lon-
don where they thought to be concealed by
buthes, and thrubs, that grew there: but be-
Ing difcovered by the clergy, the king was
immediatcly told, that Oldeasile at the head
of twenty thoulind Lolards were in the fields,
with a defign to kill the king and his brothers,
and all the lords fpiritual and temporal, who
were not their friends. Alarmed at this io.
formation, H.nry, who was at Elbam, im:
mediately marched to London to attack this
powerful body of confpirators. He arrived
about midnight, and finding about fourfcore
perfons, fell upon them, and killed about
twenty, and took moft of the reft prifoners.
The poor wretches, knowing how liable they
were to the infults of their perfecutors, had
unfortunately brought arms with them, which
probably ferved as a pretence to convince the

’
* Rapin, wd. 1. p. 507, i
ing
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king of the defign; and that thelr accufation

- might have - the greater weight, means were
~ found by threats or promifes to prevail with

fome to confefs the fad, though the abfurdity
was unfurmountable to every confidering man,
For inftead of twénty thoufand to execute fo

* great a defign, there were only a few mean

people, with none of great rank ; and as for
Oldcaflle himfelf, he was not prefeat. But
it feems the clergy gained a great point by it,

- in rendering the Lollards odious to the king,

and obtaining a vaft price to be fet on Old-
cafile’s head, who was foon after takén, and
fell a facrifice to their malice and cruelty. The
whole behaviour of Henry towards this great
man gives us no advantageous idea of the inte-
grity of that prince, fince he adted intirely in
oppofition to his own declared fentiments, and
facrificed a man, he had the greateft efteem for ;
to which he could have no other motive than
to gain the clergy to his ‘intereft, and to pre-
vent from them any interruption inthe ambitious
projets, he was probably at that time medita-
ting. As to the pretended confpiracy, he had
too much fenfe really to credit it, the abfur-
dity of which, if not at firft, yet he certainly
foon after muft have been convinced of, though
he had never the ingenuity to own it, or a&
accordingly. Sir Robert Cotion, in his abridg-
ment of the parliament-rolls, fpeaking of the

parlia-



48  ThePillars of PRIESTCRAFP.

pasliament that met at this time, in which
the Lollards were fo perfecuted, makes - this
remark. ¢ The clergy, at this their own
¢ parliament, ceafe not to rage and .roar af-
¢ ter chriftian blood, tanquam leones ru-
¢ gientes ; and whofoever did the fault, they
¢ put Fobn Porter in the ftocks, and cried,
¢ crucify Chrift, and deliver us Barrabas ; for
¢ pow all horrible mifchiefs whatfocver were
« imputed to the poor Lollards.”

Bithop * Burnet, in his hiftory of the refor-
mation, tells us, the dlﬁngenuous and inhuman
way, the clergy had, of dealing with the Loi-
lards ; ¢ which was in their proceedings again(t
«’them always to mix fome capital errors,
<, which all chriftians reje@ted, with thofe, for

¢ which they accufed them : and fome parti-.

<¢ culars being proved, they gave it out, that
¢ they were guilty of them all, to reprefent
¢¢ them the more odious,” of which he gives
us fome examples.

~ It was not the Lollards alone that in this
reign were conviaced of the neceflity of leffen-
ing the revenues of the church: for a parlia-
meat, thatagreed to the fevereft ftatutes againft
ghofe miferable people, thewed the greateft ear-

® Hifl. of the reformat. wol, 1, p.29. -
neftnefs
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neltnefs for reducing the clergy within proper-
bounds.

It was an artifice of the clergy at that time
to confound every body, that oppofed their
temporal grandeur, under the general name of
Lollards, and to render them and their defigns
odious, they reprefented them as alling from
heretical principles; in thie fame manner asin a-
latter reign every man, that difcovered any zeal
for liberty againft the arbitrary defigns of the
court and church, was branded with the name
of -puritan. And ia this 1 have the concure
rence of the learned author Ilaft mentioned,
who tells us, that ¢ when ® the clergy had.
¢ their authority fortified with fuch fevere
4¢ lJaws, they became more cruel and infolent
¢ than ever. And if any man depied them
¢ any part of that refpet, or of thofe advan-
¢¢ tages, to which they pretended, he was pre-
 {ently brought uader the fufpicion of herefy,
% and vexed with imprifonments, and articles
% were brought againft him.”

But the parliament T jot now fpoke of,
- were fo apprehenfive of this artifice, that they
agreed to every propofal of the clergy for the
extirpation of what was then called herefy ;

% Hift. of the xefor; vol. 1. p. 27,
VOL:. IL - D fo
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fo that all the pulpits in the kingdam found-
ed their praifes. Therefore, when the com-
mons prefented an addrefs for feizing their re-
venues, they were thunder-ftruck. There was

no having recourfe to their ufual method of

reprefenting as Lollards, whomfoever they dif-
liked ; fo that they had no way of diverting
the impending danger, but by animating the
young king to a war with France, and in or-
der to carry it on, to compound for the refig-
nation of the alica priories. Though of all the
numerous and bloody wars, the clergy have en-
gaged the world in, they may be faid to have
the beft excufe for this; yet I cannot think the
archbithop’s fpeech on the oceafion quite
agreeable with the peace making charafter of
a chriftian divine, howfoéver it might have
appeared from the mouth of an enterprizing
ftatefman.

From this time to that of Henry VIIL the
kingdom was fo much engaged in other * mat-
ters, that we have few or no accounts of the
proceedings of eccleﬁaﬁi(:ks worth taking up
the reader’s time. It is probable they would
have made great advantages from the weak-
nefs of Henry V1. had not fo many troubles at
court, the war with France, and the misfor-

- Rﬂpl‘ﬂ .
tunes
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tunes of this reign, prevented any attention to
church-affairs. The fame reafons for the moft
part Tubfited in the following reigas, which
were alfo taken up with domefltick troubles.
As for Henry VII. his whole thoughts were fo
employed in maintaining a quiet poffeffion of
the crown, of which he was beyond meafure
jealous, and on hoarding up money, that he
avoided all occafions of fuch difputes, which
might have given difturbance to either.

During the firft eighteen years of his reign,
king Henry VIII. was a moft faithful fon of
the fee of Rome, as the learned author of the
+ hiftory of the reformation tells us, except in
one matter only, which feemed to leffen the
greatnefs of the clergy. As this one affair was
of very great importance, and will {erve fully
to fet forth the temper of the clergy at this
time, and alfo furnifhes us with a moft fla-
grant inftance of the power they had aflumed,

and their moft pernicious and infolent abufe.
of that power.; 1 will give the reader as fhort
an account of it, as poflible, from bifhop Fur-
neét, efpecially, as during the courfe of this af-
fair a fcere of cruelties came- to light to-
wards a perfon, who had offended the eccle-
fiafticks, which were nothing inferior to thofe
of the moft inhuman.tyrants,

D2 In
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" 1o the fourth * year of this reign it was
enaled in parliameat, that all murderers and
robbers fhould be denied the benefit of clergy.
Though the reafonablenefs of this law, one
would have thought, was fufficient to make it
pals, yet to take off all objeftions there was
added, that all fuch as were within the holy
orders of bithop, prieft, or deacon, fhould be
excepted ; and it was- alfo continued in force
only till the next parliament. Though this
gave the greateft fatisfaltion to the people, the
clergy were fo offended, that the moft infe-
rior perfons, who were any ways related to
the church, fhould be proceeded againft by the
laity, that the at by their oppofition was fuf-
fered to determine next parliament. But fee
the effets of an ill-judged compliance with
whatfoever that body of men fhall at any time

- be pleafed to call their privileges: they were

not fatisfied, that it was fuffered to expire, but
with great audacioufoefs refolved to fix a pub-
lic cenfure on this a& of the legiflature. Ac-
cordingly, the abbot of Winchelcomb openly
preached againft it at §t. Paul's crofs.

As this could not fail of making a moife,
the temporal lords and houfe of commoas con-

& Hift. of the refor. vol, 1. p. 13.
: curred
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curred in petitioning the king to fupprefs the
growing infolence of the clergy. Upon this
a hearing was appointed before the king with
all the judges and his temporal council. It
will be too tedious to infert here the particu-
lars of the difpute, which are to be feen in the
hiftory of the reformatign : but in fhort, Dr.
Standifh, who was ecclefiaftical council for

the king, maintained his arguments againft

the immunities of the church with fo much
reafon, and fo clearly confuted the affertions
of the abbot, that all the laity prefent were
fo confirmed in their former opinions, that the
bifhops were'moved to order the abbot to make
_a recantation of his fermon i the place, where
be had preached it; but they all flatly refufed
to do it, and openly juftified the affertions of
the abbot in every point. As this was fol-
lowed by very great heats in parliament, an
_affair, that fell out juft after, made the matter
- to be profecuted ftill more warmly the Michacl-
mas term following.

One Richard Hunne, a merchant-taylor in
Londen, was fued in the ecclefiaftical court by
a Middlefex clerk for refufing a mortuary,
which the clerk pretended was due to him
on account of a child of Humne's that had

- died five weeks old. As this fpiritual court

fat by the legate’s authority, therefore was a
D3 *  foreiga
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foreign court, Hunne was advifed to fue the
clerk in a preemunire. The clergy were touched
to the quick at this, and ufed all their arts to
faften herefy on Hume; and having found
Wickiffe's bible in his cuftody, he was taken
up, and put in the Lo/lards tower at St. Paul's,
and had feveral articles of herefy objetted to
him by the bithop of Londen. On his ex.
amination he denied them in the manner
charged upon him; but owned he had faid
fome things, which might feem to tend that
way, for which he was forry, and afked God’s
pardon, and fubmitted to the bifhop's correce
tion, For this, fays our author, he fhould
have been enjoined penance, and fet at liberty,
But as he flill continued his fuit in the king’s
court, he was ufed in a barbarous mannér; for
foon after he was found hanged in the cham-
ber, where he was prifoner. This was given
out to be done by himfelf; but when the
coroner held his inqueft on the body, fo many
circumftances appeared, that made it undeni-

ably evident, he was murdered; upon which

the dead body was acquitted, and thé mur-

der charged upon the officers of the prifon:*

and by other proofs, they found the bithop’s
- fumner and bell-ringer guilty of it; and by
the depofition of the fumner himfelf it ap-

peared, that Dr. KHorfey, the bifhop Lox-
don’s

A ...
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don’s chancellor, and he, and the- bell-ringer
did murder him, and then hang him up,

At the fame time the bifhop began a new
procefs againft Hunne for herefy; of which
being found guilty, he was delivered over fo
the fecular power to be burnt, which was ac-
cordingly done in Smithfild. When judg-
ment was given, the bithops of Durbam and
Linc:le, with many doftors both of divinity
and canon-law fat with the ‘bifhop of Len-
don 5 fo that this (fays our Author) was looked
on a6 an a&t of the whole clergy, and done
by commoa confent. . The “intent of this was
to ftifle all enquiry about the murder ;- for it
was fuppofed that when once the deceafed had
been declared a heretic, no man would be
fobold as to appear for him. But it fell out
quite otherwife. The city of Loadon was en-
raged to’ the greateft degree at the cruelty of
the clergy, and made it a common caufe.
That a poor fellow for fuing a clerk according
to law, fhould be long imprifoned, and at
laft murdered, and the reproach of it caft
wpon himfelf to defame bhim, and ruin his
family ; and then to burn the dead body that
had been fo ufed, was thought fuch a com-
plication of cruelties, as few Barbarians had
evor been guilty of.

D 4 So



56 Tbe Pillars of PRizsTCRAPT

8o that notwithftanding the very great painy
taken to ftop the proceedings, and the endea-
vours of the cardinal to forbid their going on,
the thing was fo foul and evident, that they
were ineffe@ual : and the trial went on, and
the chancellor and fumner were indiGted as
principals in the murder. Hunne's children
were alfo reftored in parliament.

The convocation, which was now fitting,
finding all this ftir made, refolved to call Dr. .
Standi/b to an account ; whofe arguments in the
affair before mentioned they thought greatly to
have contributed in raifiog this flame. When
he was firft fummoned, fome articles were ob-
je&ed to him by word of mouth concerning the
judging of clerks in civil courts; but the next
day a bill was delivered to him in writing, to
which a day was appointed for his anfwer.

Standifp finding they were determined to
opprefs him, begged the king’s prote&tion for
what he had done only in difcharge of his
duty, as his counfel: but the clergy prctcnded
to the king, that it was for fomething he had
faid in his leGtures, which he had read at $.
Paul’s and therefore begged him to maintain

. the rights of the church. On the other hand,

the temporal lords and houfe of commons ad-
dreffed

~
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drefled the king to maintain the temporal ju-
rifdi¢tion, and: proteé&t Standib from the malice
of his enemies. Upon this the king appointed
the matter to be argued at Black-friars, where
he orderegd his council fpiritual and temporal,
all the judges, and fome of both houfes to
be prefent. I fhall not relate the arguments
on boéth fides here; but after the debate all the
judges gave their opinion, that all thofe of the
convocation, who did award the citation
againft Standifh, were guilty of a premunire.
The court then broke up. But at another
meeting foon after, the king haviag exprefs'd
his opinion in favour of Standiyb, and that he
was refolved to maintain the rights of the
crown and temporal jurifdi¢tion; the arch~-
bithop of Canterbury begged the matter might
be fo long refpited, till they could get an an-
fwer from the court of Rome, and they would
then conform themfelves to the laws of the
land in whatever was confiftent with the Jaw
of God. To this the king made no anfwer
then, but upon his command Standih was
foon after difmifs’d out of the court of convo-
cation. And the king, not willing to break off
with the clergy abont Hunne’s affair, came to
this expedient, that Dr. Horfev, who had ab-
fconded in the archbithop’s houfe, (tho’ it was
pretended he was prifoner there) fince war-

yants had been out to apprehend him, fhould

Dgs render
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render himfelf prifoner in the king’s bench;
where, upon his pleading not guilty, the attor-
ney-general fhould acknowledge it, and with-
draw the indi¢tment; the king thinking he
had maintained his prerogative, by bringing
him to the bar.

Thus ended this great affair, which though
far from giving the people in general fatisfac-
tion, as they thought juftice had not been
done againft the criminals; yet it made the
pretenfions of church-men appear very weak,
and gave all men fuch a deteftation of their
conduét, as difpofed the public to be well
pleafed with the alterations, that followed in
this reign, and every attempt towards reducing
their power.

It cannot be fuppofed, thata clergy with this
difpofition would countenance any reformation,
which at all leffened their riches or power;

'acc-ordingly this, which' followed in the pre-
fent reign, was entirely againft the will of the
greatelt part of them. It has been jufty ob-
ferved, there was never any reformation, but
the clergy was againft. Indeed what was
done in this reign was more properly a few
fteps towards a reformation, than the thing it-
fe]f ; and though outwardly moft of them paid
a fubmiffion to the King’s will in the altera-

i tions
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.Yioas then made, yet at the fame time we
find them ufing all their artifices to prevent
their being carried on to fuch a length, as
fhould render the breach with Reme irrepara-
ble. With thofe views, when they had brought
themfelves to own the fupremacy, yet they
ftill endeavoured to cherifh in the king a re-
gard for the moft abfurd dofirines of the Ro-
man church. And left the few fteps the
king had taken towards a reformation, might
encourage the followers of Luther to be more
open in promulging their opinions, the greatcft
arts were ufed to make the king difcourage
‘them ; and therefore we find perfecution never
raged with greater violence and injuftice, than .
under this reforming monarch.

For the fame reafon, and in order to make
the clergy lefs fenfible of the abfurdity of fe-
veral do&rines of the church, and of the im-
plicit and fervile obedicnce claimed by it,
they endeavoured to fupprefs the tranflation of
the bible in this reign; for it was their maxim,
‘to ufe the laity, as Flerodctus tells us, the Scy-
thians did their flaves, which was to deprive
them of their eyes, that they might churn thcu'
mafter’s milk with more attention.

Therefore, whatcver merit there was in ac-
complnihm& the reformation, the clergy have
D6 no
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no pretence to any part of it ; and the few of
them, that really and with fincerity laboured
to bring it about, of whom bithop Crammier
was at the head, were a very inconfiderable
number in refpe& to that whole body.

And fince I have mentioned that great man,
upon whofe charalter fach encomiums have
been made, I muft here own my opinion, that
if we confider with attention his avhole con-
du&, we fhall find {ome parts of it, which
cannot fail very much to leflen thofe ideas, we
are at firft apt toconceive of him.

It is far from my intention to derogate from
the merit of a man fo much celebrated, by
making no allowances for the frailties of hu-
man nature, from which it would be unrea-
fonable to exped&, that he or any man what-
ever fhould be exempt by the fanity of

* his profeffion : and as fuch, I am very willing

to confider his recantation in the latter part of

 his life; and whatever other flips he might
. Kave been guilty of, which may be allowed to

be confequences of buman frailty, are readily
to be excufed, provided they are mere frailties :
but we cannot confider in that light fome
of his altions. The proteftation, he made at_
his confecration®, when'he took his oath to

* Hift of the refor, vol. 1. p. 129,
the
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the pope, was a deliberate a&; and however
agreeable it might have been to the maxims of
canonifts 4 and cafuifts at that time, was very
unfuitable to the integrity of his charaéter.

The taking of oaths with referved mean.
ings and particular explications, can have no
other tendency than to deftroy all faith amongft
men. And it was formerly obfervable, that
the clergy in general too much countenanced
the taking of oaths with mental refervations;
though in juftice to the prefent clergy, furely it
muft be owned, they never allow of any pri-
vate explications in what they fubfcribe as
neceflary to qualify them for their holy fune-
tion, or on any other occafion.

His compliance, as well as that of the whole
convocation, with the king’s will, in annulling

#* In how different a light were oaths confidered
by the ancient heathens, when at Arbess, one of
their greateft tragedians brought upon himfelf
the higheft indignation of his andience, by putting
into the mouth of a worthy charaQer, a fentiment
agreeable to the behaviour of this great and pious
divine.

‘H yawoo’ Suapox’s n 01 Qpir aipor@®e

My tongue bas fvorn, but net my mind.
EBuripid, Hippol, 1. 612;

the
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the marriage with Aame of Cleves, is ex-
tremely unjuftifiable, and not to be excufed by
the fear of incurring the kiog’s difpleafure;
which, if allowed, will equally jultify the
worft aftions committed at the commands of
the moft unjuft tyrants. The author of the
hiftory of the reformation fays, ¢ this * was
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the greateft piece of compliance that ever
the king had from his clergy: for as they
all kmew there was nothing of weight in
that pre-contra&®, fo they laid down a moft
pernicious precedent for invalidating all pub-
lic treaties and agreements; fince if one
of the parties being uanwilling to it, fo that
his confent was not inward, he was not
bound by it, there was no fafety among

men more.” )

And again, ¢ for that argument, that was
taken from the want of confummation,
they had forgotten what was pleaded on the
kiog’s bechalf ten years before, that con-

fent without confummation made a mar-

riage compleat.———But as the king was re-
folved on any terms to get rid of the queen,
fo the clergy were alfo refolved not to in-
cur his difpleafure; in which they rather
fought for reafons to give fome colour to
their fentence, than paffed their judgment
upon the firength of them.”

* Vol 1. P 381,
Bwt

N
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But what alone is fufficient to deftroy the
great veneration for Cranmer, is the treatment
fome Anabaptifts met with in the fucceeding
reign. As that young prince Edward VI,
was entirely under the direftion of proteftant
bifhops, we might expe&t to fee religion put
on a much more amiable face, when its chief
reformers were now no longer obftru&ed by
that great reftraint and fubmiffion, to which
they were fubjected, by the imperious will of
the late king. We might expe& to fee the.
clergy recommending the proteftant religion
by the reafonablenefs of its do&rines, by
gentlenefs, moderation, and difintcreftednefs
in its teachers, and by the reverfe of a behavi-
our fo much complained of in the popith church.
But alas! we fhall foon find ourfelves miftaken
in thofe pleafing hopes. The {word of per-
fecution had only changed hands, and, an im-
plicit compliance with the prefent clergy, was
likely to be as much claimed, as ever it had
been by the church of Rome. The young
king, in whofe difpofition good-nature was as
prevalent as his good fenfe, was fhocked at
this unexpeéted behaviour in the proteftant
clergy; and being preffed to fign a warrant
for the burning a poor frantic Anabaptift wo-
man, could not at firft be prevailed with wo

do
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do it, ¢ but * thought it a cruelty too like that
¢ they had condemned in papifts, to burn any
¢¢ for their confciences.” And when at laft,
by the fophiftical arguments of good bithop
Cranmer, he was rather filenced in his ob-
jeCtions, than fatisfied in his compliance, ¢ he
¢ fet his hand to the warrant with tears in
¢ his eyes, faying to Cranmer, that if he
* did wrong, fince it was in fubmiffion to
¢ his anthority, he fhould anfwer for it
¢ before God.”

It is plain from hence, that perfecution for
opinions in religion was never difliked by our
clergy, and we might probably have feen it at
as great a height in this, as in the fucceeding
reign, had it not been extremely impolitic to
furnith the vaft number of enemies the re-
formation then had in the kingdom, with the
power of retorting the fame obje&ion againft
the proteftant religion, that had been fo fuc-
cefsfully urged againft popery. Indeed it is
pretty extraordinary, their policy thould fuffer
the clergy to give thofe open proofs of their
difpofition which they then did: but it is at
the fame time a very powerful argument of
that difpofition, fince necither policy, which
generally much governs ecclefiaftics, nor the

& Hift, of the refor. vol. 2. p. 112,
: €On-

[
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confideration of what the;y themfelves had fo
lately felt, could prevail on them entirely to

- fupprefs it, even in thofe carly days of their

power. And though the legiflature has wifely

- thought fit to pare their talons fince; yet in

fome later reigns, when any of our princes
have through weaknefs or ill defigns countenan-
ced their ufurped power, we find it employed
with no lefs feverity than formerly aguintt all,

‘that feemed to difapprove of-it; and though

they could not extend it againft the lives of
fuch, yet they have done it to the greateft de- -
gree againft the liberty of their perfons, their
chara&ers, and fortunes,

The fucceeding reign of queen Mary, in
which the church of Rome was again upper-
moft, is an inftance of the miferies of a ftate
governed by a woman, over whofe paflions
bigotry, and a falfe zeal for religion, had the
whole afcendant. She delivered herfelf up to
her confeffor, ¢ and * was as.much addiGted
“ to the humours and interefts of the clergy,
¢ ag they could wifh.” The intereft of the
flate was entirely negle@ed, Calais, which
had been for ages maintained, and was the
laft monument of our former viftories in
Francey acquired at the expence of fo much

. Bm.
‘ bloed
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blood and treafure, was now loft: and a¢
this properly may be confidered as a reign
of priefts, we never find one more mean and
coatemptible.

- 'Thé reformation, which was re-eftablithed
vnder queen Elizabeth, met with the fame op-
pofition from the majority of the clergy, that
it had formerly. It would be foreign to the
defign of “thefe few fheets, to enter into an.ac-
count of the particular fteps taken in that af-
fair; but it was obfervable, the clergy for the
moft part made it a maxim to give what op-
pofition they could to the reformation: but as
foon as any fteps towards it were fettled by
parfiamentary authority, they chofe to recon-
cile them to their confciences, notwithftand-
ing * the difapprobation they had exprefled, ra-
ther than quit their preferments. But though
the reformed religion may from this reign be
faid to be perfe@ly fettled in the kingdom,
we fhall be very much deceived, if we expedt
to find any great amendment in its- clergy,
We fhall foon perceive much of the old leaven
ftill remaining. The fame purfuit of wealth,
power, and independency was ftill refolved
upon: but as all changes in government pro-
duce the fame in politics, fo their fchemes

® Hift, of the refor, ¢
or
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. for the accomplithment of their defigns were
to be a little altered; and this like fubtle po-
liticians they 'did not fail to do.

It now became more neceffary than for-
merly for the clergy to pay their court to tem-
poral princes. In order thereto, we fhall find
them devifing new dorines pernicious to the
happirefs and liberty of mankind, and from
being the janizaries of the papacy, as they are

-aptly ftiled by a great author, become thole
of arbitrary power, as we fhall fully fec them
in the following reign. And the ecvent has
proved the prophecy, in a letter imputed to the
famous Ma.hiavel, but too true, where fpeaking
of the miferies brought upon mankind, and the
corruption of religion by the ecclefiaftics, which
called for a thorough reformation, we find
thefe words: ¢ * | would not be underftood
% to diffuade any from honouring true apoflo- .
% lical teachers, when they fhall be eftablifhed
¥ among(t us, and from allowing them (even
“ of right, and not of alms or courtefy) fuch
“ emoluments, as may enable them chearful-
 ly to perform the duties of their charge, to
« provide for their children, and even to ufe
“ hofpitality, as they are commanded by St.
« Paul. But this I will prophefy, that if

} & Mach, Englifp tran. P- 541

i

s prioces
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¢ princes fhall perform this bufinefs (meaning
% 3 reformation) by halves, and leave any
¢ root of this clergy or prieftcraft, as it now
¢ is among(t us; or if shat famous reformer
¢ fled fome years fince out of Picardy to Gene-
¢ wa, who is of fo great renown for learning
¢ and parts, fhall not in his model wholly ex-
¢¢ tirpate this fort of men ; then, I fay, I muft
¢¢ foretel, that as well the magiftrate, as this
¢ workman, will find themfelves deceived in
¢ their expetafion, and that the leaft fibra of
¢ this plant will over-run again the whole
s¢ vineyard of the Lord, and turn to a diffufive °
¢ papacy it every diocefe, perlmps in every

“ parith.”

Whoever impartially confiders the reign of {
Fames 1, cannot but difcover, that the arbi-
trary .notions which that weak and felf-fuffi-
cient prince had got into his hcad, were
greatly promoted by the difcourfes and excef-
five flattery of the clergy: and it was from
thofe principles, all the miferies this kingdom
foon afterwards felt, have entirely proceeded.

The doétrine of unlimited paffive obedience
to princes is a plant purely of proteftant
growth ; I mean, of proteftant prieft-craft:
or at leaft if it had ever a being before i
. the brain of any cnthuﬁaﬁxcal or interefted
prieft,
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prieft, the clergy of the reformed church of
England may claim the fole honour of hav«
iog cherithed, and brought it to perfeftion.
How mauch foever the clergy had hitherto
contribnted towards the oppreffions of the peo-
ple, yet we never find they had the impudence
0 maintain it was a part of religion and
theic duty to fubmit to them, till thefe times
I am fpeaking of. '

The firft ufe they made of this d‘\fpoﬁnon in
king Fames 1. was to render the puritans more
obnoxious to him; towards whom already he
was far from being well inclined, thongh he had
formerly declared quite the contrary in Scot-
lend. ‘Their different opinions in regard to
the hierarchy rendered them extremely odious
to the bithops, and they dreaded the growth
of their opinions more than thofe of popery
itfelf, as appears by their condué through-
out this reign. The bithops therefore repre-
fented the puritans as men, whofe principles
were deftruétive to monarchy, no lefs than to
the government of the church by bifhops; a
tharge, that could not fail confirming a prince
of his fentiments in his averfion towards them.

In a conference * appointed at this time for ~
| form’s fake between the bithops and puritan

$ Rapin, vol. 2. p. 162, .
. ' mm-
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minifters, the archbithop of Canterbury (a mo-
derate man reckoned, as times went) did not
fcruple to make ufe of an expreffion of flattery
to the king fo high-ftrained, as to be almoft
blafphemous; for, upon the king’s replying
himfelf to the objeftions of the minifters, he
cried out, he verily believed it was by the fpirit
of God, the king fpoke what he then did.

But it was not by words alone, that the |
bifhops flattered the king, and fhewed their
approbation of his arbitrary principles. ~Arch-
bithop Bancreft, like a true high-flying church-
man, was refolved to lead the way in an at-

- tempt to make the laws depend on the fole
will of the king. He * therefore in the name
of all the clergy exhibited to the king in
council articles. containing twenty-five pre-
tegded grievances, which he defired might be -
reformed in granting prohibitions from the
€ivil courts. The archbithop could not but -
know, that in fuch cafes the judges atedac-
cording to the fixed laws of the land; and
that if there was any hardfip in their pro-
ceedings, they could not be reformed but by
authority of parliament. But the archbithop’s
dsift in this condult was to poist out a me-
thod to others of applying immediately to the

® See Coke’s articuli gleri, 2d infl .
. ‘ ‘ ' king,
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king, without regarding the parliament, ip
things, that were undeniably within thejr jue
rildi®ion ; which opportunity, he imagined,
king Fames would readily have embraced, by
have gained 3
point, they could not have expected from the
juftice and wifdom of the whole legiflature,
It is not improbable, but the king might have
<awfe, had it noe been
for the unanimous and ftrenuous oppofition
of the judges, who reprefented the illegality

the archbifhop’s requeft, and the dap-

of
: gerous confequences, that might happen from
it, , :

Soon afterwards two books were publicly
licenfed ; the one wrore by Dr. Cowel, pro-
- feflor of civil law at Cambridge, and wicar.
 geveral to archbifhop Bancroft; the other by
- one Dr. Blackwaed, a clergyman, ip which
were paffages in favour of the mogt eXtrava-

gant maxims of arbitrary * power. The firft.
Lid down thefe thsee principles.

1A, That the king was not bound by laws,
. of his coromation-oath. ‘

* Ropin, vol, 2. p. 176,

2dly,
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2dly, That the king was not obliged to
call a parliament to make laws, but might do
it alone by his abfolute power.

’

3dly, That it was a great favour to admit
* the confent of the fubjeéts in giving fubfidics.

Thefe principles were fo grofs, that even |

the king found himfelf obliged to forbid the
reading thofe books, by proclamation, in-order
to prevent the juftice of parliament upon the
authors,

The fucceffor of the archbithop juft men- |

tioned, indeed proved a man of more modera-
tion in his principles, than is ufually met with
in church-men: but as fuch a temper made
him unfit for promoting the defigns of his
brethren, we find him always hated and

branded by them. He could not approve of .
the rigour ufed to diffenting proteftants, at the
fame time that the Roman catholics were |

openly tolerated by the king, and winked at
by the clergy, contrary to the declared laws of
the realm : his * letter to the king on this oc-
cafion, and the freedom he ufes in condemn-
ing the difpenfing by proclamation with the

® Rup. vol. 8. p. 8s.
efta-
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eftablithed laws, will ever redound to his ho-
nour ; notwithftanding the perfecution and ill
ufage he met with from his brethren, who
ftrove to reprefent him as a puritan; a name
at this time indilcriminately made ufe of, not
only towards the prefbyterians, but likewife
towards all fuch, who did not approve of the
notions countenanced by the king, and propa-
gated by the clergy, nay even towards thofe,
who exprefled any diflike of the libertinifm, or
fafhionable vices of the age.

As the fruit of the feeds fown in this reign
came to their full maturity in the folloying
one, I will dwell no longer on this than $uft
to obferve, that if the reader pleafes to fee a
fpecimen of true prieftly peanegyrick carried
on to the moft ridiculous and fulfome extra-
vagance, he may meet with it in an extralt
of the fermon preached at king 7ames’s funeral,
printed in + Rufbworth,

Under Charles 1. the fpirit of our church-
men difplayed itfelf without referve in its moft
lively colours, and ftript of all difguife what-
foever. By their means England was on the
brink of being enflaved by the king, and clergy
at the fame time. The views the church had,

4+ Vol. 1. p. 160, _
VOL.IL - E : mani-
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manifeftly appeared as early as the coronation
of the king. The form of that ceremony
was compiled chiefly by bifhop Laud, who
officiated as dean of #efiminfler in the room
of bithop Williams lately fallen into difplea-
fure, and therefore fufpended from that office.
1 will not trouble the reader with feveral {a-
perftitious innovations introduced into the ce-
remony, which could not but give offence ;
but will fet down one paffage, which fufii-
ciently fhews the fchemes the church had
formed.

After the coronation was performed, and
the King conducted by the nobility to the
throne, this remarkable, and unprecedented
paflage was read to him.

< Stand + and hold faft from henceforth the
«¢ place, to which you have been heir by the
« fucceffion of your fore-fathers, being now
¢ delivered to you by authority of almighty
« God, and by the hands of us, and all the
« bifhops ‘and fervants of God: and as you
o fee the clergy to come nearer the altar than
e others, {o remember that (in all places con-
% venient) you give them greater honour,
% that the mediator between God and maa

4 Rub. vol. 1, p. 200.
- : ¢ may
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¢ may eftablith you in the Kingly throne tp
% be a mediator between the clergy and laity,
¢ and that you may reign for ever with Jefus
¢ Chrift, the king of kings,- and lord of
¢ Jords.”

As the dgjft of this fpeech is obvious to
every ome, who reads it, I fhall only obferve
what a profpeét there was of the clergy’s ex-
tending their power to the height of their
wiflies, whenever they fhould have a prelate
at their head (which foon after happened) that
aflerted their fuperiority on fo public, and
folemn an occafion.

Since Laud afterwards made fo confiderable
a figure in this reign, efpecially in the direc-
tion of all ecclefiaftical affairs, it may not be
improper to mention the account given of
him, and his firft appearance in the world in
the late reign by archbithop Abbet his pre-
deceffor.

¢ This man (fay + he) is the only in-
« ward counfellor with Buckingham, fitting
¢ with him fometimes whole hours, and
¢ feeding his humour with malice and
¢ fpite.

+ Rufw. vol. 1. pu 449.
' Ea s His
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"« His life in Oxford was to pick quarrels
¢ in the le®ures of the public readers, and
¢ to advertife them to the then bithop of
¢¢ Durbam, that he might fill the ears of king
¢ ames with dilcontent againft the honeft
¢ men, that took pains in their places, and
¢ fettled the truth (which he called purita-
¢ nifm) in their auditors.

¢ He made it-his work to fee what books
¢ were in the prefs, and to look over epiftles
¢ dedicatory, and prefaces to the reader, to
& fee what faults might be found in them.

¢ Tt was an obfervation, what a fweet man

¢ this was like to be, that the firft obfervable

¢ a&, that he did, was the marrying the earl

- ¢ of D, to the lady R. when it was notorious
* to the world, fhe had another hufband, the

¢¢ {ame a nobleman, who had diverfe children-

_$¢ then living by her.”

We fhall foon fee the clergy did not fail
profecuting their defigns with vigour, of which
they had made fo ecarly a difcovery. The
utiiverfity of Cambridge, in the beginning of this
reign, in order to make their court to his ma-
jefty, took a public occafion to offer a noto-
rtous affient to the reprefentative body of the

- whole
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whole people, the commons in parliament, by
chufing the duke of Buckingham, at that time
vnder an impeachment, for their chancellor.
Accordingly we find the commons entertained
the higheft fenfe of this indignity offered them,
as appears in their anfwer to a meffage of the
king's + on this occafion : though his-majefty’s
efpoufing the part of the univerfity prevented
their proceeding in a manaer, they were other-
wife inclined to do.

This parliament was no fooner diffolved,
which happened in a fhort time, and the king -
determined to furnith himfelf with money by
loan, and other illegal and oppreflive methods,
but the pulpits founded with the doétrine of
paffive obedience, and compliance with the
king’s commands, without any examination
of their lawfulnefs. Parliaments were now -
faid to be only ufurpations upon the unlimi-
ted power of facred majefty, which alone
was fufficient to impofe laws or taxes on the
fubjet by its own authority. Amongft the
feveral difcourfes on that head, thofe of Dr.
Sibthrop and Dr. Manwaring were particularly
remarkable. The one preached at the lent
affizes at Northampton a fermon entitled

. apoftolical obedience ; in which he fet forth,

* Rup, vol. 1.p. 373.
k3 ¢ .t'hat



AY

78  The Pillars of PrizsTCRAFT

<<
[ 13
L1

¢

(13

that * the prince who is head, and makes
his court and council, it is his duty to di-
re& and make laws, Ecclef. viii. 3. he doth
whatfoever pleafes bhim. Where the wird
of @ king is, there is power, and who may

$¢ fay unts bim, what doeft 1hots ? —eememe

-

-
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¢« If princes command any thing, which
fubje&ts may not perform, becaufe it is
againft the laws of God, or of nature, or
impoffible ; yet fubje&s are bound to un-
dergo the punifhment without refiltance,
r2iting, or reviling, and fo yield a paffive
obedience, where they cannot exhibit am
adiive one.

¢ I know no other cafe, but one of thofe
three, wherein a fubje& may excufe himfelf
with paflive obedience, but in all other hg
is bound to allive obedience.”

Dr. .Manwaring promoted the fame buﬁnc(:'s

in two fermons preached before the king at
Whitehall, where he delivered for doftrine to
this purpofe, “ that the king is not bound to

[

obferve the laws of the realm concerning
the fubje&ls rights and liberties, but that his
royal will and command in impofing loans

* Rufpaw. val, 1. p. 423. « and
. an
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and taxes without common ‘confent in par-
liament dcth oblige the fubje@’s confcience
.on-pain of eternal damnation.

<€

-

¢ That thofe, who refufed to pay this loan,
“ offended againft the law of God, and the
¢¢ king’s fupreme authority, and became guilty
of impiety, difloyalty, and rebellion. And
that the authority of parliamént is not ne-
¢¢ ceffary for the raifing of aids and fubfidies,
¢¢ and that the flow proceedings of {uch great
¢ affemblies were not fitted for the fupply of
¢ the ftate’s urgent neceflities, but would ra-

(11

‘¢¢ ther produce fundry impediments to the

¢ juft defigns of princes.

" For refafing to licenfe the fir of thefe
fermons, that archbithop ( #bbot) was fufpend-
ed. The fermon was afterwards licenfed by
the bithop of Londen. As for the preachers
themfelves, they were foon rewarded with con-
fiderable benefices, and Manwaring was even

fentenced by the houfe of lords to pay a large
fine, to make a public fubmiffion, and declared
incapable of holding any digaity.

It was not difcourfes of this kind only, that
were publickly preached, and afterwards en-
couraged and licenfed by the bifhops; bu

E 4 we

_promoted to a bifhopric, though he had been
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we find by a petition of the bookfellers and
printers to the ® parliament in the fourth year
of this reign, that books wrote againft the
fundamentals of the reformed religion, and
in favour of popery were licenced by Laud,
at this time advanced to the fee of London;
while books wrote in defence of the eftablithed
religion were reftrained, and of thefe feveral
inftances were produced.

Every one, who is at all verfed in the hifto-
ry of thefc times, camnot but have obferved,
that in order to carry church-power as high as
poffible, the bifhops then affefted to make the
religion of this country approach as near popery,
as they could, without a&tually declaring for it,
or allowing the pope’s fupremacy. As bifhop
Laud was the chicf promoter of the indepen-
dent power, they were ftriving for, and had
himfelf the dire&ion of all ecclefiaftical af-
fairs, it would not have been for his intereft
to have eftablithed any other fupremacy, ef-
pecially after he became archbithop of Can-
t.rbury; for he then was in a manner himfelf
pope, and even affe&ted to be called his holi-
nefs, and moft holy father, as he was fliled
by the univerfity of Oxford + in many of their
letters and addreffes.

* R, /b-w vol. 1. p. 655. .
4 Helin’s Life of Laud, p- 297.
Befides




and OrTHODOXY Jfhaken. 81

Befides the licenfing of the books, which
I have taken notice of, the many fuperfli-
tious innovations introduced at that time into
divine fervice are notable proofs of the af-
feQtation of popery, the clergy then difcovered ;
of which the confecration of St. Catherine's
church, is a very remarkable inftance. The
the reader may fee the full account of it in Ru/b-
svorth or Rapin. ‘The lealt oppofition to any
of thefe things was an unpardonable crime ;
which we fee by the procefs formed againft
Henry Sherfield, recorder of Sarum, for only
removing by confent of the veftry fome
pieces of glafs from the church-window, in
which there was a ridiculous reprefentation of
God painted in the form of an old man, with
a pair of compaffes: for which high offence
the poor * man was fined, committed to the
Fleet, and removed from his recorderthip, and
bound to his good behaviour.

The bifthops were become fo intoxicated
with their darling {cheme of church power,
which they did not doubt to accomplith, that
they fet up for inquifitors in their feveral
diocefes, by obliging the church-wardens to
turn informers concerning the lives and actions

® Rofpw.vol. 1. p. 153,
Es of
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of their parithioners, to which the bithop of
Winchefler obliged them by oath * in his pri-
mary vifitation, and thereby committed an
outrage oa the laws of the land, and jurifdic~
tion of parliament, which alone has power tp
prefcribe oaths to the fubjedts.

Nor can thefe attempts of the clergy in this
reign be faid to be only the actions of par-
ticular mep, and therefore mot chargeable
upon the whole; the contrary to this appesrs
in that, after the parliamept of 1640 was dif-
folved, the convocation, in which the whole
clergy were reprefented, continued to fit not-
withftanding contrary to the ufual method;
and by their own authority took upon them
to make canons, and enjoin an oath, which
all graduates and clergymen in the univerfities
.fhould ke obliged to take; they alfo granted
* the king a fubfidy, a moft public and avow-
ed encroachment on the jurifdi¢tion of parlia-
ment,

Thefe proceedings were fo notoriows, that
my lord Clgrendon cannot help condemaing
them, hbugh he does it with his ufual tender-
nefs for the caufe in which he wrote. ¢ + The
¢¢ convceation {fays he) the regular and legal

® Rufpw.vol. 1. p. 186, ‘Vol. I. p. 116.
“ aflembly
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¢¢ sffembly of the clergy, cuftomarily begin-
¢ ning and ending with parliaments, was af-
ter the determination of the laft, by a pew
writ continued, and fat for the fpace of
above a month under the proper title of a
fynod : made canons, which it was thought
it might do, and gave fubfidies out of par-.
liament, and enjoined oaths, which certainly
¢ it might not do. In a word, did many
¢¢ things, which in the beft of times might
¢ have been queftioned, and were fure to be
¢¢ condemned in the worft.” But as impadent
as this condu& feems to be, it was not at all

(13
€
[ {1
(19
<¢

. furprizing, fince the bithops had fome time

before that fcrupled publickly to declare their
independency on the ftate in defiance of the
laws of the land, and the principles, thereby
eftablifhed at the reformation, and in violation
of their oath of fupremacy. And this was
done, as Whitleck informs us, in the high-
commiffion court, at the time that Baflwick
appeared there, and was fo feverely punithed
for writing a book in anfwer to one Short, a
papift, who had maintained the pope’s fupre-
macy. The author juft mentioned, relates ie
thus: “ * Ig the cenfure of Boflwick, all the
“ bifhops thcn prefent denjed openly, that
¢ they had their jurifdition, as bithop:, from

% Whisl. Mem, p. 22
Eé . “ the
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“ the king, for which they might have been
s« cenfured themfelves in king Henry II. and.
¢ king Edward III’s times. :

s But they affirmed, that they had their ja-
s¢ rifdiCtion from God alone; which denial of
¢ the fupremacy of the king under God, king
¢ Henry VIII. would have taken very ill, and
¢ it may be, would have correfted them by
¢ his kingly arguments, and regia manu, But
¢¢ thefe bifhops publickly difavowed their de-
¢ pendance on the king. And the archbithop
« maintained the book of Chewney (who had
¢« wrote a book at this time in defence of the
¢ charch of Rome) and that the Romifh
¢ church was a true church, and erred not in
¢¢ fundamentals.”

The court of high-commiffion was now
become an unfupportable grievance to the
" fubje&, not only by a tyrannical exertife of
power in ecclefiaftical affairs, but by affuming
to itfelf an univerfal jurifdition, by tramp-
Jing on the laws and-the rights of all the civil
courts; fo ‘that the fubjeét deprived of his
refuge, had no fhelter to fly to from Injuftice
" and oppreffion: and for this I chufe to quote
lord Cla endon’s-own words, as I am certain,
he cannot be thought to have misreprefent-
ed thc matter in disfavour of the clergy.

) “ Of
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¢ ® Of late (fpeaking of the high-commiffion
<¢ court) it cannot be denied, that by the great
¢ power of fome bifhops at court, it had
¢ much over-flowed the banks, which fthould
¢¢ have contained it ; not only in meddling with
¢¢ things that in truth were not within its con-
¢ nufance, but extending their fentences and
¢¢ judgments in matters triable before them
¢ beyond that degree, that was juflifiable: and
% grew to have fo great a contempt of the
¢¢ common law, and profeffors of it (which
¢ was a fatal unfkilfuloefs in the bithops, who
¢ could never have fuffered whilft the com-
‘“ mon law had been preferved) that prohibi-
¢ tions from the fupreme court, which have,
¢ and muft have the fuper-intendancy over

* ¢ all inferior courts, were not only negle&t-

“ ed, but the judges reprehended for granting
¢ them (which without perjury they could
¢ not deny) and the lawyers difcountenanced
¢ for moving” them (which they were ob-
s liged in duty to do) fo that thereby the
« clergy made almoff a whole profeffion, if
‘“ not their enemies, yet very undevoted to
¢ them.

% Then it was grown from an ecclefiaftical
¢ court for the rcformation of manmersto a

* Vol. 1. p. 221, « coutf
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¢ court of revenue, and impofed great fings
¢¢ upon thofe, who were culpable before them,
¢ fometimes above the degree of the offence
¢¢ had the jurifdi®ion of fining been unquef-
s tiopable, which it was not. Which courfe of
¢ fining was much more frequent, and the
¢ fines heavier after the king had granted all
¢¢ that revenue (whatfoever it fhould prove to
“¢ be) to be employed for the reparation of ‘Sz
¢ Pauls church ; which though it were a glo-
¢¢ rious work, and worthy the piety of thofe,
¢¢ that advanced it; and the greatnefs of his
¢ mind, who principally intended it, made the
« grievance the heavier.”

In another place the fame noble hiftorian
fpeaking of the animofities between the law-
yers and churchmen, attributes the hatred
on the part of the latter to their opinion,
that their not enjoying fo many of the great
pofts in the civil government as formerly, was
owing to the oppofition of the lawyers. A
true inftance of the ambition of priefts, which
rather than not graiify, they were ready to
_deftroy the laws themfelves. ¢ It * cannot
¢ be denied (fays lord Clarendon) that the
¢ peevith fpirits of fome clergymen have ta-
¢ ken great pains to aliepate that profeflion

& VYol 1. p. 241. ]
8 “ (mean—_




and OrTRODOXY fhken. 87

¢¢. (meaning the lawyers) from them: apd
¢¢ others as unfkilfully (finding that in former
¢ times, when the religion of the ftate was a
¢ vital part of its policy, maoy chyrchmen
¢¢ were employed eminently in the civil govero-
¢¢ ment of the kingdom) imputed their want-
¢¢ ing thok ornaments, their predeceflors wore,
¢ 10 the power and prevalency of the lawyers,
¢¢ of whom fome principal men in all times,
¢ they coyld not but obferve 10 have been
¢ their avowed enemijes: apd fo believed the
¢¢ fraitning and confining the profeflion of
&< the common law muft paturally extend
¢ and enlarge the jurifdi®ion of the charch.
-¢¢ Thence arofe their bold aad unwarrantable
4: oppofing, and protefting againft prohibitions
¢¢ and ather proceedings at law, on the behalf
s¢ of the ecclefiaflical courts; and the pracy-
¢ ring fome orders and privileges from the
¢ king on behalf of the civil law, as the arch-
« bithop of Canterbury prevailed with the king
¢ to direct, that half the mafters of chancery
¢t fhould be always civil lawyers, and to de-
« clare, that no athers of what condition
« whatfoever fhould ferve him as mafters of
¢ requeft.”

) It is well known that archbithop Land, the
principal promoter of all the dotrines ad-

vanced in this reign, and of the grievances,
which
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which flowed from them, is even at this day
the darling of the clergy, and looked upon as
the champion of their rights, and a martyr
for the caufe of religion. The greateft en-
- comiums have been beftowed on his memory.
And my lord Clarenden in his hiftory fets him
forth, as a man of the higheft probity, learn-
ing, and fenfe, and feems willing to attribute
no other fault to him than a little haftinefs ia
his temper for accomplithing his defigns, oc-
cafioned by the fervency of his zeal for pro-
moting the caufe of religion, and glory of his
prince. Bot in forming a juft idea of his
charater, we need be determined by nothing
but the fhare he had in the tranfaltions of
thofe times ; and I will venture to affirm, that
my lord Clarerdon himfelf does in fome par-
cular paffages fay enough of Laud to prove,
he was far from deferving that amiable and
good charatter, he feems ftudious to make his
reader entertain of him. Whoever reads an
hiftorian in the proper manner, that is, with a
view of fearching out truth, muft form his
judgment of things from the matters of fa&t
fet down, and not be fo led away by what
the author fays concerning them, and his re-
fle®tions upon them, as blindly to adopt his
fentiments and opinions. And I am confident,
that to any reader, who will 'attend without
prejudice to the words of that noble hiftorian

juft
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juft mentioned, Laud muft appear of a weak
and over-bearing temper, apt to be tranfported
with the higheft and moft indecent paffion
at mere trifles, unforgiving towards thofe,
who had formerly offended him, conftantly
introducing innovations in order to eftablith
an- independent power in the church, and not
fcrupulous of ufing any methods to increafe
the king’s revenues under pretence of pro-
moting the fervice of his fovercign. The firft,
and laft particulars’ of this charge are fo very
obvious, that I cannot help fetting down both
paflages relating to them at length. ¢ * The
¢¢ fharpnefs of his language and expreflions
¢ was fo pataral to him, that he could not
¢¢ debate any thing without commotion, when
the argument was not of moment, nor bear
contradiCtion in debate even in council,
where all men are equally free, with that
patience and temper, that was neceflary ; of
¢ which they, who wifhed him not well, would
¢ take advantage, and would therefore con-
tradi€t him, that he might be tranfported
with fome indecent paffion: which upon a
fhort refletion he was always forry for,

« and moft readily and heartily would make °
¢ acknowledgment,”

£¢
1{4
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® Vol 1. p. 75.
As
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As to the laft particular, his condult, whea
in the management of the treafury upon the
death of lord Portland, is related thus: ¢ Be-
¢ ing * obliged to it now by his truft, he en-
¢¢ tered upon it with his natural earnefinefs
4 and warmth, making it his principal care
¢ to advance and improve the king’s revenue
¢ by all the ways, which were offered, and fo
¢ hearkened to all-informations and propofi-
“ tions of that kind; and having not had
¢¢.experience of that kind of people, who
¢ deal in that traffick, (a confident, fenfelefs,
¢¢ and, for the moft part, a naughty people)
¢ he was -fometimes mifled by them to think
¢ better of fome proje&s, than they deferved :
- % but then he was {o eatirely devoted, to what
¢ would be beneficial to the king, that all
¢ propofitions and defigns, which were for
& ‘the profit (only or principally) of particalar
perfons, how great foever, were oppofed,
“ and flifled in their birth by his power amd
¢ authority ; which created him enemies
¢ enough in the court, and many of ability
¢ to do mifchief, who knew well how 1
" ¢ recompenfe dilcourtefies, which they al-
¢ ways called injuries,

«

® Vol.1.p.75.
1
« The



and OxtHODOXY foaken. 91

¢ The revenue of too many of the coure
¢¢ confifted principally in inclofures, and im~
¢¢ provements of that nature, which he ftill
¢« oppofed paffionately, except they were
¢ founded upon law; and then if it would
¢¢ bring profit to the king, how.old and ob-
¢ folete foever the law was, he thought he

« might jultly advife the profecution: and fo

¢¢ he did a little too much countenance the
¢ commiffion concerning depopulation, which
“ breught much charge and trouble upon the
¢ people, and was likewife caft upon his
¢ account.”

We have a remarkable inftance in this reign,
how excellent cafuifts the clergy are, and
what a notable knack they have of diftinguifh-
ing in cafes of confcience fuitably to the fhape
and conveniency of the times. When king
.Charles, being prefled to pafs the bill for attaint-

.ing the earl of Straffird, difcovered great na-

willingnefs to give his confent to what, he {aid,
his conicience told him was fo unjuft; he
was defired by his council to confer with his
bithops on that .poimt. Accerdingly. ¢ * the
*¢ archbifhop of ¥ork, who was at hand, o
* his argusoent of confcience, told him there

® Clarend, hit. of reb, vol. 1. p. 202,
¢« was
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¢ was a public, and a private confcience:
¢¢ that his public capfcience, as a king, might
¢ not only difpenfe with, but oblige him to
¢s do"that, which was againft his private con-
¢ fcience, as a man.” ’

Were I to give a full account, and all the
particular inftances of the mifchievous con-
du& and behaviour of the clergy in thefe
times, it would be taking upon me to write a
hiftory of the reign, which is very foreign
_ from my defign: for in fhort, all the trou-
bles in this reign are in the greateft meafure
to be fet down to their account. All the
innovations in church and ftate, all the at-
tempts to ere&t an independency in the firft,
and a tyranny in the latter, were counte-
manced by their do&rine, and promoted by
their aions. And in this I am confirmed by
the teftimony of a great man, whofe autho-
‘rity in this point cannot be queftioned, fince
his zeal for the eftablithed church, and his
attachment to his prince were fo great, that
be loft his life in their defence. This is the
lord Falkland, with part of whofe fpeech in
the houfe of commons, upon the bill for the
exclufion of the bifhops from the houfe of
lords, I fhall conclude my account of this
reiga.

& Mr.
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¢ Mr. * Speaker, he is a great ftranger in
¢ Ifrael; who knows not, that this kingdom

. ¢ hath long laboured under many and great

¢ oppreffions both in religion and liberty;
¢ and his acquaintance hereis not great, or his
“ ingenuity lefs, who does not know and ac-
« knowledge, that a great, if not a principal

© ¢ caufe of both thefe hath been fome bithops,

¢ and their adherents.

¢ ‘Mr. Speaker, 2 little fearch will ferve to

- ¢ find them to have been the deftrution of

¢ unity under the pretence of uniformity, to

“ have brought in fuperftition and fcandal

under the titles of reverence and decency,
% to have defiled our church by adorning our
« church, to have flackened the ftri®nefs of
¢« that union, which was formerly betwixt us
% and thofe of our religion beyond the fea, an
« a&ion as impolitic as ungodly.

¢ As Sir Thomas More fays of the cafuilts,
¢ their bufinefs was not to keep men from
¢ finning, but to ioform them, quam trope ad
¢ peccatum fine peccato liceat accedere: fo it
¢¢ feemed their work was to try, how much of
‘¢ a papift might be brought in withont po-
¢ pery, and to deftroy as much as they could

* Rufbw, vol. 4. p. 183, .
€€ of
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<« of the gofpel without bringing themfelves
.« in danger of being deftroyed by law.

¢ Mr. Speaker, to go yet further, fome of
¢ them have fo induftrioufly laboured to de-
«¢ duce themfelves from Rome, that they have |
¢ given great {ufpicion, that in gratitude they
s¢ defire to return thither, or at leaft to meet
¢¢ it half way. Some have evidently laboured
¢ to bring in an Engli/b, though not a Roman
¢ popery; I nrean not the outfide of it only,
¢ and drefs of it, but equally abfolute, a blind
¢ obedience of the people upon the clergy,
«¢ and of the clergy upon themfelves ; and have
¢¢ oppofed papacy beyond the fea, that they j
¢ might fettle one beyond the water: nay, |
¢ common fame is more than ordinarily falfe,
¢¢ if none of them have found a2 way to recon-
¢ cile the opinions of Rome to the prefer-
¢ ments of England, and to be {0 abfolutely,.
¢¢ direétly, and cordially papifts, that it is all,
¢¢ fifteen hundred, pounds per amnum, can do,
¢ to keep them from confeffing it.”

I would not be underftood from aay thing

I have faid of the proteftant clergy to infi-
nuate, that their conduét had any neceflary
conneflion with the principles of our efta~
blithed religion: but my defign is only to thew
the ill confequence of throwing fo great a” fhare
of
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- of power and property into the hands of any

fet of mep, as fhall naturally occafion them
to hive a diftin@ intereft from that of the
community. And therefore I muft obferve,
the prefbyterian minifters difcovered no lefs
fondnefs for power than thofe of the church
of England, or lefs inclination to opprefs all,
who thought differently from them, during that
thort time, in which they vainly imagined every
thing was to be carried on according to thofe
whimfies, they had formed in their heads.*

It is furprizing to confider how little effeét
the confideration of the miferies, this king~

dom fo lately felt, had upon the minds of the

clergy after the reftoration of Charles 1I. It
was to be expelted, they would have fhunned
with horror thofe fteps, which had been found

" "by experience to have expofed their country

to ruin, and have blufhed at the bare mention
of thofe doélrines, by which they themfelves
had been fo eminently acceffory thereto.

But compaffion for the fufferings of their
country, and a regard for the reft of their fel-
low-fubjeéts, weighed very little with them,
when put in the ballance with the hopes of

preferment

*® A very good reafon this, againt eftablithin glzlmy
ata
pneﬂs whatever, or giviag them any pow;yb g

g
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preferment under a new king, and an irre-
concileable hatred to the prefbyterians. They
fell into all the maxims amd defigns of an
abandoned, licentious and corrupt court, and
extolled the juftnefs and wxfdom of its
meafures.

Nor did they thew any greater regard for
the religious than civil rights of the kingdom,
though the difpofition of thofe, who were near-
eft the king, claimed no fmall circum{pe&ion
from them * in that point. And though they
could not but be fenfible of the dangers, which
fo evidently threatned religion from a popifh fuc-
ceffor, yet they were the moft violent exclai-
mers againft the bill of exclufion +; and when
it came into the houfe of lords, moft of the
bithops prefent, if not all, voted againft it: and
with fuch zeal did they run into the humour
of the court at that time, that it was obferved,
they fully verified the proverb in the gofpel,
¢¢ where the carcafe is, the eagles will be ga-
¢¢ thered together.”

Nor was the zeal of the clergy for the
defigns of the court the over-flowings only
of an incontinent joy at the king’s reftoration,
which might have engaged their whole atten-
tion in fuch a manner, as to prevent fo carly

* Rajin, + Burnet, p, 483, .
: a
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. a dilcernment of the wrong meafures then

taken; but when the mafk was quite thrown
off, and the king, baving quarrelled with his
laft parliament, difcovered his refolution never

. to be cramped with one for the futare, < * the

¢ clergy particularly. diftinguithed themfelves.
¢¢ by fhewing their attachment to the princi-
¢ ples and maxims of the court, and feemed
¢ to make it their bufinefs to furrender to
<¢ the kiog all the liberties and privileges of
<¢ the fubjeéts, and to leave them only an uan-
¢¢ limited obedience. According to the prin-
¢¢ ciples publicly preached, no eaftern m»-
#¢ parch was more abfolute than the king of
‘¢ England.” The condu& of the late par-
liaments was arraigned, as feditious and trea-
fonable: and, at the archbithop of Canter-
bury’s’ own 1 motion, the clergy were made
the heralds for publithing the reafons, the
king in his declaration pretended he had,
for diffolving the parliament, which was to
be read im all churches throughout Eng-
dand. ' g

It is ftrange, how prevalent the moflt ab-

furd and deftrudive opinions are over the

minds of good and wife men, when propi-
gated as the general fentiments of that body,

* Rapin, vol. 2. p. 725. + Burnet, p. 502«
VoL IL F of
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of which they are members. And of this
we have an extraordinary inflance in a great
man, whofe name I cannot mention on this
occafion without relu&ance: I mean, the fa-
mous archbithop Zillstfon, who from his let-
ter to my lord Rujffe/, when under condemna-

tion in Newgate, the latter end of this reiga,

appears to have held the doétrine of unlimited
paffive obedience, in the ftricteft fenfe of
the words ; though afterwards éxperience of the
fatal confequences, that lowed from fuch doc-
trine, it is to be prefumed, made him a&
upon principles very different from thofe, into
which he had been before mifled ;- and po
one appeared a more ftreauous well-wither
to the revolution, that followed in the next
‘reign.

. Since then the prevalency of general opinions
may have that force in mifleading more dif-
cerning and maturer judgments, with what
~ deteftation ‘muft we look om the behaviour of
thofe, who having the education of a great
. part of the youth of the nation, and thofe
too of higheft diftin&tion, committed to their
care, fhould, in order to recommend them-
felves to a prince, endeavour to corrupt the raw
and uninformed minds of fuch youth with the
moft ungenerous and flavith doétrines? This
was what the univerfity of Oxford did; .who,

not

_——
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not content with * giving the king a mani-
feft proof, by a folemn decree, of their own
mean and proftitute compliance with all his
defigns, whatfoever they fhould be; infamoufly

‘ordered, by the fame decree, all tutors to in-

ftru& thofe under their care in the fame fervile
notions, that they themfelves had therein ex-
prefled.  What treatment did not thele bes
trayers of the moft important charge, their
country could intruft them with, delerve from
it? Who, inftead of forming the minds of
their pupils, by an early acquaintance with
the cclebrated authors of antiquity, to an imi- -
tation of Greet and Roman virtues, and of
animating them by the nobleft examples with

* Amongft other do&rines, thefe following were
condemned as damnable, ahd deftrutive to all 10-
ciety, wiz.

All civil authority is derived originally from the
people. "

These is a mutual compad, tacit or exprefs, be-
tween a prince and his fubje@s; and that if he
perform not his duty, they are difcharged from
theirs, ' .

That if governors become tyrants, or govern
otherwife, than by the laws of God and man they
ought to do, they forfeit the right they had unto-
their government.

« There lies no obligation on chriftians to paflive
obedience ; and the primitive chriftians chofe rather
to die than refit, becaufe chriftianity was not fet-
tled by the laws of the empire. |

. Vide Rapi’l, vol. 2. P- 730,

F 2 the
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the love of virtue, freedom, and their coun-

try; who, inftead of fortifying their minds

with a generous courage, and contempt of

death, if ever the public fervice fhould re-

quire it, taught them to become fubmiffive

flaves of oppreflion, fit only to execute the
will and commands of tyrants,

After the death of Charles II. the duke of
York fucceeded to the crown with the gene-
ral- appearance of approbation and joy in the
clergy, though the principles of his religion had
been fafficiently known; and there was great
reafon to believe, that the wrong fteps, and
violent meafures taken in the latter end of his
brother’s reign, were greatly puthed forward

by the natural earneflnefs of the duke’s tem- -

per and councils. Thefe confiderations, one
would have thought, fhould have more parti-
cularly obliged the clergy to the greateft cir-

cumfpeflion and caution in all they faid or .

did, to avoid giving the leaft countenance to
any opinions, which they were fenfible muft
hurry a prince of Fames’s complexion of mind
more precipitately into fuch defigos, as his re-
ligious, and other-principles of courfe inclined

him to; and in which they could not but dif-

cern, he would have no other check than the
appearance of difficulty and oppofition, he might
meet with in the accomplithment of them.

But

)
|
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But fo far were they from ufing any pre-
caution of this kind, that after king Fam.s-
came to the crown, unlimited obedience was -
trumpeted,~ if poflible, with more indultry-
than ever in the pulpit, and all other places. .
And how neceffary, and infeparable a part they.
thought it of the chriftian religion, as efta--
blithed here, is manifeft from the infulting im-
portunity (for furely it can be called no other)"
with which the unfortunate * duke of M-
mouth was preffed to acknowledge it on the-
fcaffold By thofe appointed to attend him,
who were the bithops of Ely, and of Bath .
and Well;, together with Dr, Tenifon and’
Dr. Hisper. Nay, fo careful were fome of the -
clergy, that the regal power fhould not feem -.

. liable to any reflraints or limitations, that left.

the king’s own gracious promifes, which he,
had made at his coming to the crown, might
be thought to bind him down to the perfor-
mance of them, Dr. Cartwright, afterwards.-
bithop of Chefler +, aflerted in a fermon,,
¢¢ ‘that the king’s promifes were free donatives, .
¢ and ought not to be too. ftri¢tly examined or -
¢ urged, and that they muft leave his majefty s
¢ to explain his own meaning in them.”

*® See Dr. Sachev. tryal, p. 169.

4+ Rapin, vol. 2. p. 754.

F 3 After -
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After a view of fuch principles and condult
hitherto, it ‘may feem fomething ftrange to
find on a fudden, that the career of this king’s
illegal proceedings, met with one of the firft
ttops from fome of the clergy; this was in
their refufal to read the king’s declaration for
liberty of confcience, on account of which,
feven of the bithops were committed to the

" . Tewer. But in this non-compliance with the

court (unufual as it was) they {werved not from
their ufual maxims of policy. They plainly
now began to fee, that their own intereft, and
the defigns of the king were no longer com-
patible. A Roman, not an Englih, popery,
as in Charles I’s time, was now to be eftablithed
here. The affair of Magdalen college in Ox-
Jord had opened their eyes to a fenfe of the
danger they run, in being further tools to his
defigns, and that they were likely to hold
their ccclefiaftical poffeffions by the uncertain
tenure of the king’s will. In fuch a cafe it
was impoffible not to forefee, that their prefer-
ménts would be foon given from them to fuch
men, who having had their education in the
church of Reme, would be more relied on by
a bigotted king, and who indeed would be
more proper to execute the work, be was in
fuch a hurry to accomplifh, than an Ewglih
clergy, who if they could be difpofed to em-

brace
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brace his religibn, yet could with a very ill
grace and fuccefs be fuppofed 'to propagate it
amongft the people. What was then to be
expeted, but to fee large bands of foreign ecs
clefiaftice pouring in upon the nation, as in
the times of Henry HI. and the plentiful har-
veft, which the king flattered himfelf was now
ripe, gathered in by the hands of French and
Italian priefts? Was it not therefore the caufe
of the church alone, not that of public li-
berty, nor a regard for the intereft of the peo-
ple, that wrought this fudden alteration in the
clergy ? The attempts upon civil liberty had
remained uncenfured, and unoppofed, nay were
enforced by them on pain of damnation; and
none of thefe very bithops had fcrupled, or
thought it even indecent to publith in their
pulpits the late king’s abulive declaration againft'
the conduét of his parliament, infomuch that

. this fame archbifhop, who was now one of the

feven, was the perfon, that propofed it in
council, as has been mentioned above. So
ufed had king Fames been to hear an abfolate
obedience to his commands preached up by the
clergy, and to meet with a full compliance
with them id other matters, that on this op-
pofition he very naturally faid, < I ® did not
¢ expeét this from the church of England
¢ efpecially from fome of you.”

% Rapis, vol. 2, p. 763 ‘
k2 . P 7F3'4 Behold
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Behold now the clergy all at once running
counter to thofe doQrines of their own broach-
ing, which they had with fo much vehemence
maintained, and becoming guilty of what
they themfelves had fo very lately denounced
the heavieft cenfures and damnations againft,
both in their particular fermons and dilcoutfes,
and in their more folemn and public decrees ¢
This is their fo much boafted ftand for the
liberty of the people! This, their ever-me-
morable condué ¢

When foon afterwards the nation was ua-
der a neceffity of calling in the prince of
Orange for the prefervation of their rights,
though the clergy thought proper to fwim with
the ftream, yet we fce how awkwardly moft
of thofe fhifting motley politicians came into
what they were confcious was entirely contra-
di¢tory to thofe maxims they had fo avowedly
inculcated : nor had king #illiam. been long
on the throne, before a difappointment in
thofe preferments, mapy of them expeéted,
or a relapfe into thofe do&rines, over which
they could no- longer bear to wear the mafk,
made them return, like the dog to the vomit 3
giving great reafon to fufpet, that too many
among(t them would gladly have feen the na-
tion again expofed to its former perils by a

reftorationg
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refloration, with the aggravation of haviog:
taken the oaths of allegiance to kiag ?illiam,.
and abjuration of Fames.

With this remarkable period in.our hiftory -
I thall clofe the prefent account, as the be--
haviour of the clergy fince that time ‘is-fo
known, and frefh in the memory of every one, .
that it will be needlefs for me to fay any. thiog -
of it here.

And as I have had no othér inducement ic :
laying this before the public, than a fiocere
zeal for the liberty of -all my fellow fubjelts -
againft every oppreflion of what kind foevers;. .
fo if in this :attempt any miftake has becnu
committed (though I am not confcious of any at.:
prefent) I fhall always be ready ingenuoufly to.»
acknowledge it..

Fg- AN~
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| AN
’ A N S W ER
5 TO THE

- Country Parson’s Prea, &

?gr’ an'ml,

' Pamphlet hath been delivered at the
! doors of both houfes of parliament,

A ind fent under the franks of diverfe
of my lords the B——ps to the parochial
clergy, entitled, PAPERS RELATING
TO THE QUAKERS TYTHE-
BILL, viz

1. Extralts from the yearly epiftles of meets -
ing of Quakers beld i London, in relg-
tion to Tythes.

2. Remarks upon a Bill mow depending in
parliament, to enlarge, amend, and ren-
der more effe®ual the laws now in be-
ing, for the more eafy recovery of tythes,
church-rates, oblations, and other eccle-

. fiaftical
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fiaftical dues, from the people called

Qakcfs s And alfoy remarks upon a print-

ed paper, entituled, The cafe of the people
g call:d RQuakets. '

3. THE COUNTRY PARSON’
PLEA AGAINST THE QUaA-
KERS TY.THE-BILL, bumbly ad-
dreffed to the commens of Great Britaln
affembled in parliament.

4. The cafe of the pesple called Qakers.

The method of bundling up thefe papers is
particalarly to be momed, .

For that, :

The BIL L, thongh “such me:g.hed
agaioft, is aot regularly opmd is tham; and

The C AS E which is the ground of the
- debate, is printed at the end of the papers de-
figned to confute it, which feemeth, as if the
compiler intended to prejudice the reader .
againlt both the 4ill and the caft, before he
ihould read either.

So very unfair a procedure deferves animad-
verfion; and,

This alifwcr. is dire&ed to the author of
the country parfon’s plea, and not to either of
his
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' his collegues, becaufe I would not be charged

_ with deﬁgnmg to expofe the nakednefs of afa- -
ther, or with deriding the dotage of a mother
in the church ;

I would not be chargcd with direting my
anfwer either to the lightsff, or the heavief? of
the triumvirate, whilft there is one to be ani-
madverted upon, whofe parts and capacity
have raifed him above contempt, even in fpite
of his fow/ing * proftitution of whom the
caufe of liberty and virtue might fear as much
mifchief, as be is known to bear malignity to
it, were not his abilities fo happily qualified by
his reputation, that the mpft impotent cannot
be more harmlefs.

This country parfin's pka addreffes itfelf to
the commons of Great Britain, in a mannes,

feemingly hymble, modef, aad fair,

1. ¢ It is prefumed, /a%htﬁ author, that
¢ it can be no offenc meaneft to offer
4 reafons to the M

Lo

2. ‘Nor~ a reproach to any man to have’
¢ a redfonable concern for his own property.

% A phrafe ufed by lord Bolinbroke inhis charader
of a certain prelate: Zid. Differtation on parties.

3. ¢ Truﬂ-_
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3. ¢ Truﬁmg to 1hefc prefumptions, I
¢ make bold, &'¢.’

This fpecious preamble might induce us to
believe,

That this country parfon is humbly fub-
mitting his cafe to an houfe of commons

better informed :

And not that it is the fa& in this, as ir
évery inftance where a bill for the reforma-
tion of the church is'brought into parliament,
that one or -two' wenerable fages draw up am
inve&tive againft the bill before it hdath had
a fecond reading, and fend it franked by the
poft to the cletgy through  the kingdom, to
raife a-clamour from their pulpits againft the
proceedings of parliament.

- This invafion of the rights of the houfe of
¢ommons hath " Been {o amply pradlifed by their
Jpiritual L ps, that circular letters to the
clergy of the feveral diocefes and of the two
univerfities have been iffued, under covers in-
fcribed ‘with'R. R. Names, on’ the bringing -
in of bills in three feveral years, viz. Fift,
We Tythe-Bill, 1731, next, the ecclefiaflical

cours
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comrt Bill, 1733, and laftly, the Quakers tythe-
bill now depending. .

With infolence ftill more alarming, the
perfons who iffued thofe letters have as open-
ly menaced the members who brought in thofe
bills; threatning to oppofe them in fubfequent
eleCions with the weight of church influence,
which that it hath intimidated the woriby-
members 1 prefume not to believe, I am fure
it flaall never intimidate me; but if the fact de
enquired into, there are not wanting thofe who
will make it fully appear.

Not that any one laments to have heard
thefe menaces fo frankly poured out againft
the members, becaufe if that venerable body op-
pofe their interelt -in. the lands of Ewmgland'
againft the rights of an beufe of commans, it wilk
fpeedily move the wifdom of parliament to check
the exorbitance of that power which is fo bold
with their liberties.

Whatever fhall threaten the reprefeatatives:
of the people in the free exercife of their
noblelk prerogative, the redvefs of grievances,
muft ftrike at the life of their authority and
reputation: and moft infamoufly treats them as:
a body of men called together for the buﬁne&
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of taxing, and not at all for the z4fing of the
fubject :

As if the commons of Great Britain were
in duty bound to grant money, for building of
churches and repairing of abbies, but were with-
out a competent jurifdi€lion to examine abufes
committed by the clergy in their fuits for tyrhes
and dues, and-for more than their due.

" 'This, .abfurd as it is, will be found to run
through the plea before us, as a principle on
which the eftablifhment of church and ftate is
founded, and without which the clergy can
have no maiatenance,

-¢It is, fays the plea, a reproach to no
¢ man to have a reafonable . concern for his
<" own property.’

And the whole srgument treats the bill as
a violation of the parfon’s property, becaufe it
dire@s in what manner he fhall fue the layman
for 1ythe. :

_"This is ‘contrived to enflame the clergy
againft the houfe of commods, as robbing
churchinen of their propeity.

But
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But I think the word property was never

lefs warrantably ufed, than it bath been on this
occafion.

The tythes of the clergy, are the wages,
which, as fervants of the public, they receive
from the bounty of the laws; and their right
in thofe tythes arifing purely from the grace,
" their remedy in fuing for them muft depend
wholly on the will of the legiflative power.

A layman’s frechold accrues to him by in-
heritance from his father: a churchman’s free-
* hold accrues to him by the gift of the public,
on {uch conditions, as are or fhall be declared
to qualify the tenure of the poflcffions or the
recovery of any rights incident to it,

By non-compliance with thefe condmons,
as declared in a fingle act of parliament, 4, e.
the laft umform ty-afl, thoufands have been
deprived in a year, not only of their tythes,
but their churches, with the high approbatioa
of all zealous churchmen.

And I muft fay, for the reputation of the
fufferers in that cafe, that as fenfible as they
were of their hardfhips, thcy had greater mo-

defty



146  The Pillars of PRiESTCRAPTD

defty than so call that a property which they
knew to be only a 1ru/2:

Nor would it have been endured ; and mych
lefs, that, knowing their pofleflions to be held
of this public domation, they fhould have had
the infolence to treat any intereft incident to
their pofleffion, as a matter of property, ndt
belonging to the difpofition of parliament.

- Every private intereft, even rights of inhe-
ritance, muft be governed by the confideration
of public intereft.  Salus populi; fuprema lex.

And, nothinAg can be more idfolent or in-
congruous, tham to challenge the donations of

the public, as a property not to be reformed
for the convenience of the public.

* No free ftate, no wife people, ever fuffered
fuch a doltrine to pafs uoreproved. The
Agrarian laws of the ancient republics in dire&
contradition to it, ordained the equal diftri-
bution of lands, and reformed the grievance of
exceffive property, by limiting and reftraining the
pofleflions.of their fubjedts.

The laws of Ehgland are not without the
ftrongeft declarations of the fame wifdom in our
legiflators ; the refirmers of our church, to

theic
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their honour be it ever remembered, were the
men who avowed this power of retrenching

enormous property to be the prerogative of
parliament.

The at concerning Peter Penét and dif-
" penfations, 25 Hen. VIIL cap. 15. hath’ this
remarkable preface.

« WHEREAS, It ftandeth with natpral
¢ equity and good reafon, that in al and
¢ every laws human, made within this realm,
¢ or induced into this realm by fufferance,
¢ confent, and cuftom your. royal ma-
¢ jefty, and your lords fpiritual and temporal,
¢ and commons, reprefenting the whole ftate
¢ of your realm, in this your moft high court
¢ of parliament, HAV E full power and au-
¢ thority, mot only to difpenfe, but alfo to au-

“« thorife fome elet perfon or perfons, to dif-
¢ penfe with thefe and all other human laws in
¢ this your realm, and with every one of them,
¢ as the quality of the perfons and manner fhalf
* reguire; and alfo the faid laws and every one
¢ of them to abrogate, amplify, or dimiuifh,
¢ as it (hall be feen unto your majefty, and
¢ the nobles and commons of your realm, pre-
¢ fent in your parliament, meet and conve-
¢ nient for the wealth of your realm,

¢ And
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¢ And becaufe that it is now in thefe days
prefent feen, that the ftate, dignity, fuperio-
rity, reputation, and authority of the impe-
rial crown of this realm, by the long fuffe-
rance of unreafonable and uncharitable ufurpa-
tions and exallims, praltifed in the times of
your moft noble progenitors, is much and fore
decayed and diminithed, and the people of
this realm thereby impoverifhed, and fo or
worfe be like to continue, if remedy be not
therefore fhortly provided :

- L "n & L L] A & & L

¢ It may therefore pleafe your moft mable
majeflys &c. (to take away Peter Pence and
¢ payments to the fee of Rome.)’

This a&t provided againft the claims of fo-
reigners; we fhall in the next inftance fee how

|

our anceftors dealt with the claims and pretend- |

ed properties of churchmen WHO WERE
NATIVES.

The a&t for (fupprefing of l;wnaﬁeries, '

which had not lands above 200/ by the year
(27 Hen. VL. cap. 28.)

DECLARES,

¢ The lords and commons by a greap !
¢ deliberation finally be refolved, that it is and

¢ fhall
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¢ fhall be much more to the pleafure of al-
< mighty God, and for the hanour of this realm,
¢ that the poffeffions of fuch religious houfes
* now being fpent, [poiled, and wafled for in-
¢creafe and maintepance of fin, (hould be ufed
and committed to better ufes; and the yn-
thrifty religious fo fpcndmg the fame, to be
compelled to reform their lives; and there-
upon moft humbly dqﬁre the king’s highnefs,
it may be enaéted (#a fupprefs them.)

. ™ L] L) - LY "

To this a& for fupprefing the leffer eccle-
JSiaftical fourdations, fucceeded foon afterwards
the general furrender and diffolution of all the
.monaﬂenes in the kingdom, when fo many
impropriations of tythe became lay-fees, and
were alienated from the church by authority of
parliament.

Whoever reads thefe alts, will find, 1. That
the regulation of ecclefiaflical property is fo far
from contraditing, that nothing can be more
natural to the genius of this free kingdom;

2. That fuch regulation of property in the
charch, is the only means by which any peo-
ple can obtain a reformation of religion.

3. That the parliament of this kingdom, in
divefting the church of thole impropriations

6 oy
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of tythe, did not allow churchmen to have any
preperty in tythe;

And, 4. That if the legiflature now in be-
4ing, proceeding in the fame courfe as our firf
reformers, fhould think it expedient to abolith
-all tythe remaining in the church, or to convert
* 1t into lay-fees, they could not want a full and
proper warrant from the a&ts of their prede-
ceffors, {o long as the a&s for non-payment of
Peter Pence, and for fupprefling of monafleries
fhall remain in the ftatute-books.

‘But we are not debating the queltion, whe-
ther tythes ought to be continued: the quakers
(as a people who think them to be abolithed
by the gofpel of Chrift, and not lawful by the
principles of religion for them to pay) defire
the authority of parliament to be in fuch man-
ner interpofed, that fo long as they are /vied
upon them, it may be ia the leaft opprefive
<courfe, and by the moft fummary procefs. -

The houfe of commons, in compaffion to their
grievances, with the moft unanimous, chear-
ful, and ready confent, ordered a BILL to be
brought in, to enlarge, amend, and render more
#ffectual the laws now in being, for the more eafy
recovery of tythesy, chur¢h-rates and oblations,

. and
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and other ecclefiaflical dues from the pesple called
Quaakers.

The bill, by their command, hath been:
printed.

It recites :

¢ That by an a&, 7 & 8 of /7. IIL. a re-.
¢ medy is provided for the recovery of tythes
¢ and church-rates, not excceding the value-
¢ of ten pounds, where Quakers refufe to pay.
¢ them3

¢ That by another a&, 1 Geo. 1. the faid
¢ remedy is extended as well to tythes as to all

¢ other rights, dues, or payments from any-

¢ Quakers belonging to any church, chapel, or .
¢ the minifter or-curate thereof : .

And it further recites,

¢ That it may be convenient to extend this
< provifion to a further fam.

It therefore ena&s,

¢ That where any @ékers (hall refufe to

" ¢ pay or compound, any two or more juftices

¢ of the peace (other than fuch juftice as is pa-
VOL, 1L G ¢ trop
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«'tron of the church, or interefied in the tythes)
< upon complaint of the ‘parfon, or proprietor,
s or colle&®or, fhall fummon fuch Quaker to
¢ appear before them, and either npon appear-
¢ ance or default of appearance (fuch fummons
¢ being duly proved upon oath) fhall proceed
¢ to hear the complaint, and to {tate what is
"¢ due, and by order under their hands and
¢ feals to dire® the payment thereof, fo that
¢ the fum ordered do not exceed (a fum to
¢ be limited by this bil;) and fhall order
¢ reafonable cofts not exceeding (2 fum to
¢ be limited by this bill;) and upon the re-
¢ fufal of fuch Quakers to pay accordiag to
¢ fuch order, it fhall be lawful for the faid
¢ juftices by warraant, to levy the money by dif-
¢ trefs and fale of the goods of fuch Quakers, ren-
¢ dering the overplus (the neceffary charge of
¢ diftrefs being thereout firft deduQed.) And
¢ any perfon finding himfelf aggrieved by this
¢ judgment may appeal to the next general
¢ quarter feflions, and the juftices there pre-
¢ fent fhall proceed finally to hear and deter-
¢ mine the matter, and to reverfe or affirm
¢ the faid judgment; and if they continge
¢ the judgment, they fhall give fuch cofts a-
¢ gainft the appellant as they fhall think rea-
¢ fonable; and no certiorari or writ from
¢ any court fhall remove or fuperfede their
¢ proceedings.

¢ , It
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Tt is forther enatted, ¢ That $f the aonual
¢ value of fach tythes or dues doth not ex-
 ceed the fum (to be {imited by this a&) no
* Quaker fhall be.fued i any other court or

* maaaer, uale(s the title of fuch tythcs fhall

* be in queflion 3

¢ And that if the perfon againt whom
¢ {uch judgment fhall be had, thall remove ont
* of the comty, divifion, or corporation, after
¢ {fuch .judgmeot, the juftices who miade the
* order~fhall certify it to any juftice of fuch
¢ place to which the faid perfon fhall be re-
* moved, which jultice is authorized to order
¢ fach fum to bé levied on the goods and chat-
*tels of fuch perfon, in the fame manner -as
¢the other juftices might, if fuch perfon had
* not been removed.

"¢ Provided always, that no diftre(s fhall

"¢ be exceflive or unreafonable, but proportion-

¢ ed, a3 near as may be, to the value of the
¢ {um. .

¢ Provided alfo; That where any Quaker

¢ complained of, for fubftralting, .with-hold-
¢ ing, or not payiog, or compounding for fuch
* tythes or dues, fhall infit ypen any pre-
¢ {cription, compofition, or mudus decimandi,
G2 - ‘ex-
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¢ exemption, difcharge, agreement, or title,
¢-whereby he ought to be freed from the pay-
< ment in queflion, and fhall deliver the fame
¢ in writing to the fdid juftices, that then they
¢ fhall give no judgment in the matter, but
¢-that the. perfons complaining fhall be at fi-
¢ berty to profecute in any other court; as if
¢ this aét had not been made.

~ <.And it is enaQed, That fo much of the
¢« before recited aét as relates only to the reco-
¢ very of tythes or dues fhall be repealed ;

¢ And that any perfon fued for any thing.
¢ done purfuant to this a&, may plead the ge-
< peral iffue, and on that, or any other, give
¢ this a& and the {pecial matter in evidence;
< and if a verdi€t or judgment fhall be for the
¢ defendant, or if the plaintiff be nonfuit, or
¢ difcontinue the action, the defendant fhall re-
_ ¢cover [treble] cofts; and no fuit fhall be
. ¢ commenced for any thing done purfuant to this
¢ a&, unlefs it be brought within a limited time
¢ after fuch caufe of action arifes,

« And laly, Thisatt is declared to be a

< public aét.

“This is the tenor of the bill :
A bill, which by a peculiar fate, no foone,”
was-brought into parliament, than it united cer-
tain
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tain right reverend prelates in the clofeft com-
bination againft it ; and tbey, whofe reciprocal
hatred was as fierce as the rivalfhip for power
which occafioned it was unchriftian and fean-
dalous, at once laid afide their animofities to
oppofe this molt reafonable bill ; dreadfully.
colle&ting the force of their abili:ies in a for-
midable pamphlet, after having in their feuds
Sfor fupremacy been hardly prevailed on to fup-
port the provocation of each other’s company.

. From this unexpeted alliance, hath arifen
‘thie clamour of ‘the country par/on againft this
bill ; a clamour indefatigably promoted, but by
nothmg more fuccefsfully than by the words of
1he plea, viz.

. ¢As I am a fubje® of Great Britain, as
¢ well as a minifter of the gofpel, 1 have a
S birth-right in the law, and in having all
6. gneftions relating to my property determined
s in the methods of juftice ufed in this king-
¢ dom, and not referred to an arbitrary deci-
¢ fion,  Nulli negalimus juftitiom, is the las-
¢ guage of’ magna dmrla

’I'hns is a, fuggeftion, that the bill deprives
the clergy of their bmh right in the law, that
it fubjects them to a determination of property
not ufed in this kingdom, that it refers them to
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an arbitrary decifion, and denies them the juftice
which is promifed by magna charta.

Some of thefe complaints appear upon ex-.
amination to have mo meaning, and others.
to have no force; that is, they might be ob-
jettions, did not they want the foundation of
groths

The allegation of the clergy’s birth-right-
in the law, as applicable to the affir of tythes,
would make a ftranger imagine, that either
they were born with the sndelible chara&ter
upon them, or that every priefl had inftitation
and indu&ion of a benefice, even in, bis mather's
wimb. - :

1f the rythes, if the dues, if the mainte-
nance which is now paid to the clergy, were
entirely taken away, they would lofe'no birth-
sight which they bave in the law; they might
Jofe the benevolence which they receive from.
the law, and which the legiflature have the
- fame right to refume, as ever they had to efta-
Jith, if the fame reafon which induced the
grant fhould require the refumption ; if pubbi.
geed fhould call upon them to reverfe what
" their anceflors confented to from no other con-
fideration,

Bu
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But the bill hath not propofed the taking
away of their maimtcmance. It gives them
fuch methods of fuing for it, as may be leaft

. vexatious in the praceeding, and lealt-oppreflive
in the oad : a method of recovering their maia-
tenance, which may sot confume the fubftance
af thofe whofe labour maintains them.

"This recovery being given by the judgment
of two juftices of the peace ia the county
where the complaiot arifes, or, upen appesd
by the general quarter-feffiows of the county
; by whas colowr or preteace can fuch
accufations be broughs agaiaft it ?

The words of the great charter, mvili rega-
¥iwns juftitiam, ave fpoken by the king, who
is fuppofed (feys the lor@ Cobe) to be prefent
in his courts of juflice, decluring, wé wifl dmy

pg'hu to no man..

The words intended, that the fubje® fhalt
Rave refort to & certain ceurt wherein he fhall .
de determined; and not that he fwll fue in
every court according ta his fancy :

Orherwile, he might fue in the high
oourt of parliament for the fum of fix and right
pence 5 for, doubtlefs, the king is prefent ss

G 4 well:



128 The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT

well there as in any inferior court, and is
fpeaking the fame words, aulii mgabmnu fuf-
tit'am.

The words then give no man a right to
be heard in what court he pleafes, but in fueh
as fhalt be appointed him ;

And this is the only birth-right, which either
clergy or laity ‘can pretend to have in de-
-termipagions. of queftions relating to. theis

property. .

If, the court of chancery by injuntions
fhall ftay proceedings in the courts of commen
law; if the courts of common law by pro-
- hibitiops fhall ftay the proceedinge of ecclefia-
ftical courts, is the: juftice promifed by magna
-charta denied to the party who.may not pro-
fegpte in thole courts 2

No: for, he is not to have th
advantage of Jaw contrary to good comfeiencé ;
nor is any man to fue in an improper coast, ROv
«@any court to have cogmuncc of an nmptopr
caufe. . .

" "And if the courts of common taw compre-
hend, within their jurifdiction, the full view
-and fuperintendanty of the ectlefiaftical courss;
H s At . ﬁ
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if the courts of equity have the fame compafls
- in reviewing and fuperiatending the courts™of
common law, with power to abridge and reftrain
their proceedings as juftice may require ;

Hath not the legiflative power, the par-
firament of the kingdom, fupreme cognizance of
all courts and methods of recovery, with like
"power to reftraia fuits, as they fhall fee caufe ?

By magna charta the kisg is {fwora to deny
no man juflice, to delay n» man jufiice, &c.
that is, he is fworn to execute the laws.

But is the parliament bound not to altet
the 1aws, or not to amend, explain, and re-
peal them, as the good of the kmgdom thali
require ?

The kiog, as chief magifirate, is under
this reftraint; in this capacity he cannot have.
. cognizance of public ‘convenience: but: the

king, lords and commons, as &g/ffstars con-
"not- be refteained. They muft provide for
pudlic cinvenience, as {upevior. te all .other con-
‘iderations: fo that to limit puriamentary power,’
" as if it were regal power, is incongruous with
legiflation, and not to be charged on the words
- of the great cbarm'. .
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ZIf therefore the coumtry parfon is enabled
by parliament to.fue in. any certain cours, and.
may receive a detesmination according ta the
ufage thereof ;- jultice is net demied bim.

The words of ths plea, in fetting forth the
Rardfhjps which- the porfow muft fufftr from
this bill, faggaft, that the power of juftices of
the peace to determine queftions of property
withoot appeal, is amethad. of jultice not wled:
i this kingdom :

'A fuggeftion fo falfe, and fo fully to.be:
difproved by every day’s ufage, grounded-on.
the laws of the kingdom made under many
kings, thaty I will charitably. hope, the author, .
of the plea rather. forgot -than. concealed: the.
falts which confate him.

Itis_a method of jouftice uled"in queftions-
of property between the king and the fub-
jeét, where the 'public revenue sad the trade
of the kingdom. are.concerned, asd where. the
« valae of the property in queftion muft, beyond
all comparative proportion, exceed the value of
the wholetythe of the kingdom.

Thus the flatute 12 Car. IL. ¢sp. 24. gives
the general quarter feflions of the covaty. power
o
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to adjadge, to levy, mitigate, compound, or lef<
fen the fosfeitures and penaldics of perfons of<
fending againt the laws of excife.

And.- no. crtisreri Qiall (eperfede theic
proceedings, or ang.of theit acdess relating ter
exgife..

By the. 14 Car, II.. cap. 11. aay juftice map -
commit perfons hindering officers of the cultoms-
i the exccution of their offices; nd the juf--
tices at the quarter feffions may. infi&: the pe--
palty of 100 / upon them.

By 1 Joci Il cap.. 19. the jiftices- of the-
Quaster. fofions-are yearly, at Baffer and Mio-
sbaelmas, to-slcestaia the mtkcx - price of cormn
% grain importeds. :

Asby s X 6 W. & M. cap. 7. they ate to»
Lettle the price of falt and rock-fals. -

And. by the fatute 8 lmm cap. 18. two:
jollices may fettle the affize of bread, from:
whom there may.be. an appeal to.the generali
quarier fefffens ooly..

Alfo by thie ftate 12~ Aime, Perl. 2. [, 1..
¢8p. 18. three jaftices have power to adjult the:
charge of falsing franded goods.. o

G.6: And
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-.Anc-l further, jultices of the peace have
power given them, .

By the 20 & 32 Car. II. to convit per-

fons who offend againftthe a&s prohibiting

_the importation of great cattle, &¢, whom they
mayjmprifon for three months.

. By 4he 1 "Anna, cap. 21. they have power
‘lo convi& perfons knowingly receiving, or buy-
ing goods clandeftinely run or imported, whom
they may (for waat of diftrefs ) 1mpr1fOn for
three months.

By the 2 & 3 Amne, cip. r14. they have
power 10 convit perfons who do ot pay the
penalty of 205 per bufhel for falt browght
frop Scutland, whom they -may ynprifon fix
amonths. . ..

Power is likewife given by the 10 & 1t
w. Ifi. cap. 22. that the juftices of “the ’ ‘peace
at their 3enf:ml qnane.r feffians fhall hear and
determine matters relating to the "dinties on
{akt, vpop any appeal by the perfons grieved by
the judgment of iwo juftices; and the deter-
ination of fuch gcneul quarter feffions hall
&e final,

Tl eevin a0 2

, RIS _— Aol
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. -And by the a& 1 Ges, 1. ¢ap. 10. oms ju-~
flice of the _peace may convi® perfons of-
fending in the fifh-trade and levy the pe-
palty of twenty pounds by diftrefs, or, for
want of it, commit the offendérs to. twelvg
months impsifonment,

~ And by the alls,6 Geo. L. cap. 21,and 8 .
Geo.: 1. cap. 18. twi juflices refiding near the

place where feizures’ aof brandy or veflels of

the burthen of fifteen tuns fhall be made,

by virtue of ‘any ats relating tothe cuftoms,

for carrying uncuftomed probibited goods from .
fhips inwards; or for relanding certificate

or debenture goods from fhips outwards ; and

\vhcre fclzures of harfes, or other cattle or

camages fhall he made, for being ufed in the

rcmovmg and oonncyance of fuch goods.

* SHALL exaniine 'into, hear and determine
all fach feiZares, and their judgment fhall be
“final, and not lable to any appeal (fven in the
gmm feffions) Bor'to énywﬁt of :m:'oran‘.

And thay the Jﬂﬂlces of the peace may hc:n-
ab’ cd to bear anci detcngmc quc(hons of pro-
pcrty, is ena&cd by

" Thea& 7 & B. W, IH, «<ah. 30. that per.
ﬁn xefafing, ‘whenyfumiwned by fuch juftices
R

Fad
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to appear-and give evidence on any information:
before fuch: jufitecs, for. offences agaiaft the hws
of exei& Aalt forfeit ew pounds.

It will. sow: bq insumbent on the clargy;.
or thdir: advocase. this pleading por/m, to fhew.
why the clergy’s property in tythe fhould not
for the eafe of the fubjects of Erglend; and fosv
the attaioment of fpeedy juflice, bie heard and:
determined by the fame methods, which the trege-
fore of the crown, and the property, of mer-
chants and perfons interefted in “all branches.
of trade, muft fubmit. to witheut appeals .

Thefe laws affect fiot only the liberty and:
property of private dealers, not only. the se-
vegue which. fupports. the civil government, .
but the intereft and effates of that- vaft body.
the national creditors, who have trufled theit.
propesties to-the faith and honowsr- of parlia.
ments; nor do thefe laws affect the funds-:
on which the curreat fesvices of the year, and:
the fafety of the king and qugdou mult-as alk:

times greatly depead.

Thefe laws as they. were enafled: to deter-
mine queftions of property, in cafes of this tran-
fcendentvalue and importance, have been always.
eftecmed, laws of rigorons advantage in favours
of the property which they.ase. to..cacovar andi
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They are, laws which by thole perfans who-
are fued in confeqpemce of them, and accord-
ing to the methods prefcribed in them, bave-
ever: been.conceived lefs indulgent or eligible:
than amy osher laws upon which fuiss or pro-
fecutioos mwy. be grounded.

And: the extesfion: of thefe laws to other
Branches of teade, as it was lately propofed, .
-oecafioned the greste(t uncafinelsamangf thofe -

- whoanhablouhﬁmlmthc& methods,. that:

ever was kaowa in our times.

Yet: this. fevers and rigorons methed-of jo-
ftice have the people calicd Dushers delised, of-
the legiBative power. for the recovery of #ythes
againf} them, rather than continue liabie to the.
multiplicity of fuits, the protraQlions of caufes,
and exceflive cofts. of-fuit, which are not lefs.
grievous to themfelves, thaa odious to the laws, .
and repngnant to nateral jaflice,

They wifh.not: to be. faed in thismethod;
becaufe it is indulgent; they and all man-
kind knew it to-be a method ﬁxﬂidemly fevere
wpon thofe whe ere fued: but they. pmy io-
from a reafopable view, that they may nat he-
ruined by fuits.in n.ll«ﬁupa carsied- on wuh-
out end, _ .

’l’be,.
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They know it to be a fure method of recover-
“ing tythe, and are only follicitous for it, bocaufe
dtis fhort and fpeedy. -

“This may be the country parﬁns ren! ob-
jeCtion to the method. For, he may defite
to perfecute the Quaker as an obftinate Non-
“eomformift ; he may gratify unchriftian revenge
againft them ; and may for this equitable reg-
-fon complain, .that any reftraint of fuch fuits
"denies ‘him the. umbodx nf ;g/im nfed in this
kingdom.

Tt appears, from the ftatntes already cited,
¢o be a method of jultice ordained by law én
cafes of the moft genctal,mortmt, and valu-
“able concera. . , )

'But wh‘xle this reverend order oppofe it, as
-a method of juftice not ufed in this king-
dom, and therefore not' fit to be ufed in
determining queftions which relate to 7her

P"°P°"Y

Can it be thonght credxble, that the clergy
sincited, purfued, and eftablithed it themfelves,
'as a method of juftice in punithing the Quakers,
:and all other proteftant diffenters, JSor the wor-
ﬁ ip ¢f God according to their confciences,

infli&-
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infliing upon them fines, imprifonment, and
banifhment from their country by tire fame
srbitrary decifion; which ‘as zealoufly as &t
was fought-for in taking away 'the eftates of
nonconformifts, is fo grievoufly complained of

" as taking away the birth-right of the clergy

in the Jaw, and depriving them of their main-
tenance ?

If we look back into the a& made in the
fourteenth year of Charles the fecond, entitled,
An alt to prevent mifchiefs and damgers arifing
by the people called Quakers 3

There it will appear, that juftices of the
peace; at the quarter feflions, had power to cone«
#i& by notorious evidence of the fadl, and to fipe,
punith, and tranfport Quakers, oa convition of
¢heir holding that perfuafion.

Strange | that the clergy fhould think the
wrbitrary decifion of a quarter feffions compe-
tent to take away the fortunes of this people,
and to bapith them from their country; yet in,
competent to determine fum brouglu agamﬂ:
them for tythes ! .

. With tegar& to proteﬁantdiﬂ'entm of alt de-
nominations, the fame method of profecution was
cftablifhed by the influence of the clergy.

Ths
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The Oxferd fue mils aft; fo cailed, be-
" eaule it refirained difinting teachers, from
eoming within fios miles of any corperation,
37 Cer. 1L, cap. 3.

- Enafted, thwt two jafies might commic
offenders of their own convicting to no lefs than.
Jix months imprifonment,

Aund by the af8sto fupprels fditions comven-
”.&’, ﬁl’. :

1. The Ratute 26 Car. 11, cap. 4.

Fwo juldiges were authorized for the firfk
slfcacs vo fine the party five poands, or to
impoifon . without bail for thsee moaths, and
their certificate was ta be & vegord. of conr
viction,

. % For the (esnd offence they were to
Jufiid a fice of tom pounds, er fix months i
.frifonmesnt ::

3. And, for the third offénce they mighe
tranfport the offender for feven years, unlefs
he paid-one hundood pounds before the end of
the, fefliens,

_}m
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1. Thoe flatate 22 Cer. H. asp. r.

The conviftions were to. be by wo juflices.
of the peace, and the fines to be levied by
theic warrants of difteefs, though ia fome

. cafes to the valueof zumesy pounds.

|
)
I
|

3. The appeal of the party aggnieved was:

" to be te the quarter {eficns, and 'no court was.

to intermeddle with any caufes of appesi npon.
this aét, but they were to be finally detex-~
mined by the quarter feffions aaly.

3. And a juhicc of the peace in one coun-
1y, was to certify to the juftices in any othet
of the flight of the offender.

Thefe laws which were obtalned before
the bappy revolution, and which were difpenfed:
with afterwards by the Toleration-aé, in favour
of the proteftant diffenters in general, and by
the Affirmation-a&? in fatonr of the Quakaxs in.

- particular,

SHMEW the decifon of fuflices to Be a me-
thod in great repute and effimation with the.
clergy before the revolution,

And though they now {fuggeft it ¢o be &’
mﬂlOd of jultice mot ufed im 1he kingdom; {;; ’
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the clergy themfelves, after the revolution, in-
ferted the claufes in the Affirmation-act, . which
gave juftices of peace the fir/t cognizance of qua-
kers tythes. - -

They inferted them in a law which had
no relation to tythe, and they would not agree
that the Quakers affirmation. fhould be taken in-
ftead of an oath, uplefs juftices of peace might
"be trufted with this arbitrary decifion of their
tythes.

A decifion which they: think reafonable to
conclude the Quaker, but not the. parfon, in

, queftions relating to tythe.

Thus the power of juflices of peace is a

- good and wholefome provifion, when given

for the benefit of the clergy : .but an unjuft aod
_erbitrary method when ufed for. the eafé of the

Quaker.

Thaus it Is right to thut the Quaker out of
All the king’s courts, when the parfon holds
dt expedient to ‘recover tythe in the coun-

~4ry; hut it is denying the parfon the jye

Sice of the great charter, if contrary to his

_option he is referred to a decifion in the

sountry. S :

¢

Lo ' , Thus
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- Thus’ the ‘Quaker- fhall have no option
“of courts of juftice to defend the property
which the law hath gnvcn him in mm-tm‘b:of
his fubﬁanee. :

But the patfan ﬂxall e]axm liberty to
fecute in town’and country,’ in" Weffminfler-

. hall, the ecclefiafiical court, and the guarter

Jelfians, without reftraint, for the fingle tythe
in which he hath an intereft, or he will’
complain that the juftice. of mgna cbarta i8
denied:him: . . '

'~ And, thc Quaker fhall haic faffered pro-
fecution at the Quarter feffions for forty years
tagether ;

Yet the country parﬁn thall tell us, that this
decifion by juflices of the peace, takes away
the clergy’s birth-right in the law, and is a.

~ method of juflice not ufed in this kingdom.

‘The country ‘parfon, 7 /ay, fuggefls it;

For, I can hardly believe, that any man
above that Jw cbaraﬁer, would be fo fcanda-
loufly weak, as to fuggeft a fa/?, which the
poorett country plowman, from daily expencncc, ’
mauft know to be farfc - '

-
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¢ Forthxsl hadtelfolwbe ﬂnnhful and
¢ have always chofen the new method for my
¢ own fake and my nengbbour s fake. - :

" After fach an ‘acknowledgment that the
remedy is eafy, that the-pirfon had reafon
to be thankful for it, and always had cho-
fen it; would any man believe - that fince
thofe a@s have taken place, theclergy have
carried on in the moft oppreflive methods no

lefs than 1153 profecnuons ?

The reafon of which rigorous fuits feems to
" be, that the more gentle do not anfwcr the par-

fon’s ummu in ftmtg

Thu intention is bcﬁ to be underﬁood
from the words of the country parfon’s plea, .
which afferts, that. the law was defigned to
punifb the Quaker with-holding tythe from the

parfon.

So that the recovery of tythe is not fuf-.
ficient to the parfon, unlefs he cao punih by
the method in which he recovers.

The parfon, as a principle of his religion, .
holds tythe to be of divine right. '
The
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The Duaker, as a principle of his religion,
holds tythe to be abolithed by the inftituvion of
the chriftian church.

The law gives the parfon tythe as a
temperal intereft ; and the parfon goes fo law
not only to recover tythe, but to avenge the
divine right of his order upon the poor Duaker,
who calls t antichriffian,

He knows the Quaker cannot yield that
tythe, which all of his fet hold to be againft
confcience. . -

He can by law recover it in any court;
and if the proceedings of fome courts are more
expenfive than others, he will fue in thofe
courts, that he may puni/b the Quaker in the
method of recovering tythe.

This may agree with the boundlefs ame
bition, and ‘caufelefs cruelty, of fe/fifb_ecclefia-
ficks, but it would be reproachful to-the juftice
of a legiflative power, "that fhould allow one
part of the fubjefts to take advantage of the
unhappinefs, the infirmity, or religious preju-
dice of another part, for the ends of vexation
and oppreffion.

VOL. I ‘H Yet
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Yet this is the cafe, whilk the parfon

may worry Quwkess bor tythe in every oourt st
his will,

If the patfon fues in the exchequer, or pro-
fecutes in the ecclefiaftical cowrts, he can
opprefs the Quaker with heavier cofts; and
perhaps, by-litigioufnefs, may for the benefit of
his church, add the teath part of a farthiag o
the rate of his tythe.

Will the parfon then be fo charitable =
to fue before the juftices, who can oaly levy his
tythe, but not opprefs the Quaker with cofts ?

No; for the law, jays the country parfom,
‘was made to PUNISH the Quaker for de-
frauding me of my tythes,

"Therefore,

To make ecclefialtical power terrible a-
mongft nonconformifls, to fubdue their oppo-
fition to the pride, the infolence, and ufirs
pation of unconfcionable churchmen, to make

fevere examples .of thofe who oppofe divise
right, and to indulge a [itigious infatiably-
covetous temper ;

The



o —p— e e

a2 OrTROD OXY foaken. £4)

The parfon wifl fue for tythe, aot where
he may eafily recover it, but where he canwith
greater advantage at once recover and apprefi.

This is called a foul chargeon the clergy,
and their advocates want a fpecification of
fuits, that.they may be able to viadicate their
conduét. ’

The fuits fhall be fpecified in the proper
tourfe of enquiry In this place itis
enough to obferve, that as foul as the charge
can be, it i3 a prattice which every clergy-
man hath at bis option ; and whether it be fit«
ting that the clergy fhould be trufted with
power to opprefs, is”a queflion of fo ealy a dif-
cuffion, that they have mot a friend in the

- world, who, as to his own particular, would

<hufe 10 live at their mercy.

It is taking away his power to opprefs,
which occafions fo great analarm.

The country parfon, zealous for his power,
pretends that the want of it will expofe him to
injury.

¢ The Quaker, fays be, knowing that I
¢ have no refort to the law, but muft be con-

¢ cluded by the juftices in the country, will not
Ha- ¢ oanly
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¢ only keep all my tythe from me, but will ufe
¢ all his art and application to reduce the valne
£ by the judgment in the country.

¢ The juftices in the country will be under
¢ a temptation, to ufe this power to cnltivate
¢ an ele&ion-intereft.

¢ Many Quakers are freeholders; and as
¢ they are great traders, have influence over
¢ many others, and will a&t as one man ia
¢« oppofition to the parfon.

¢ I have but one vota for the county, and no
¢ interefl

.This objeétion is grounded altogcther oo a
fuppofition,

That the Quakers, one of the leffer bodies
of diffenters, are ftronger in property and inte-
reft, than all the clergy of the church of England,
- the two univerfities included ;

Confequently, that the Quakers weight in
trade will bear down the clergy's weight in

land; and,

That country gentlemen will court - aa
aleftion-interelt rather among the Quakers than
the

-
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the clergy; whereas in fa&, two thirds of the
counties of England are governed in their county
ele@ions by church intereft :

And, in fuch counnties will the Quaker or
the parfon be moft likely to prevail, by the par-~
tiality of country gentlemen ?

‘This parfon fays be hath but one wote,
which is hard upon him; becaufe, to my know-
ledge, he hath m.re than ore benefice.

He fa-ys be bath no intereft, which I am
equally forry for; becaufe, if it is true, it is
owing to his very bad characler.

But can thxs allegation be general? Can
a'beneficed clergyman have no intereft, where
be hath fuch a property as tythe, and where
every farmer muft fubmit to his will, to avoid
oppreflive profecutions ?

" This power of maintaining a multitude
of fuits is the moft formidable power of the
crown., And, if an officer of excife can in fome
degree influence votes in ecletions by his
power to opprefs (which many ftatutes pro-
vided to reftrain fuch influences have declar-
ed) can a clergyman, having power to profe-
cute, be without the fame influence over the

H 3 votes
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votes of the people? And, is there pot the
fame reafos to reftvain it ?

Every clergyman by his intere® with the
more devout and yielding fex, by his inter-
courfes with the fick, by his knowledge of all
the family-affairs in his parih, and by recon~
ciling even the quarrels which he foments, may
procure to himfelf the higheft influence over the -
votes of his people.

When the weight of his property ia theis
lands is added 10 his interpofition in their pri-
vate affairs; when fear co-operates with kind-
efs, and he can awe thofe into fubmiflion
whom he cannot perfuade talove him:

What parithioner, having 2 vote in elees |
tions, can refufe it to the requeft of his parfon?

" I was ever of opinion, that a chrm mofk
have the worft judgmeat of any maan in his’
neighbourhood, if he hath net the beftintereft.

And, the pretence, that trials of tythe by
jultices of peace will become fubfervient to
an eleQion-intereft, might naturally make &
Quaker fear to abide this trial, where the biafs
of the court muft by fo great a probability be
be in favour of the clergy.

But
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But this is the difference between the parfon
and the Quaker ; i

The juflices, if ever fo much biaffed, can
only by a fpeedy decifion levy the tythe; and,
this will not aggrieve the Quaker :

Whereas the patfon covets a protralted fuit
in an expenfive court, which may not only se-
cover his tythe, but gratify his revenge.

With this view he magmﬁes the O;ikcu
deahngs in trade, and interefls in eleCions ;

As xf thefe could tranfcend ;that intereft
in land, snd power in clc&xons which the
tythe of the clergy, the endowments of chap-
gers, colleges, and univerfities, and the epifco-
pal revenues of the kingdom, have eftablithed
in favour of the church:

A power, that every man fees to be daily
intreafing from the capacitics of that corpora-
tion, which is enabled to purchafe all the
lands of England in mortmain,

A power that will, in the courfe of time,
if it be unchecked in its progrefs, extend its
fway over all the property of the kingdom,

Hs4 though
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though contrary to the genius, and tending te
the deftruétion of this free government !

With the view of fupporting this exorbi-

tant power, the country parfon takes the infamous
kiberty of taxing the juftice of all mankind.

a o

« & a a a

& A o a =&

It is bis grievance, that,

1. ¢ By this bill he muft be tied down, for
the value of his tythes, by the judgment of
twe juftices, out of whofe lands the tythe
aiifes, and whofe tenants pay it.

2. * The two juftices who gave the fen-

tence will be on the bench at the quarter feffi-
ons, or if they are not, it may happen that

their brother juftices may think it more expe-

dient that a parfon fhould lofe forty or fifty
thilliogs (a great part of the demand) than

that two worthy gentlemen juftices of the

peace fhould be fufpefed of partiality.

3. ¢ The eftablithed miniftry will be left
without a maintenance, by the iniquity and
partiality of witneffes, who are generally far-
mers and countrymen, and undervalue the
tythes, though -by evidence upon their
oaths.’

This
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This is the decent and charitable manner
in which the country parfin exprefles himfelf of
the whole people of England, from the country
geatleman down to the country farmer :

As if the gentlemen in the commiffion of
she peace for the feveral counties of England, had
" not as a fair a reputation for juftice, and as few
temptations to be partial, as the judges of an
ecclefiaftical conrt, who, though the creatures
of the clergy, fit there to decide the properties
of laymen : or,

As if it were a foul charge on any man who

wears a caffock, to fuppofe, that he will be
oppreffive in his fuits, or enormous in his exac-
tions, though manifeftly for the enriching of his
family, and impeverithing his adverfary ;
) Yet a modeft and fair accufation, that none "
of the gentlemen of England are fufficiently
impartial, to render juftice between clergymen
and Quakers.

The firft allegation,
* That the parfon will be tied down for the

¢ value of his tythes to the judgment of two
Hs ¢ gentle-
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¢ gentlemen, out of whofe lands the tythe
¢ arifes, or whofe tenatits pay i;

Is ablolutcly falfe :

Becaufe, r. The bill excepts fach jultices
9% are any ways intexsfied in the tythes y

2. The parfon who may complain to any
two juffices, never will complaia f0 any one, out
of whofe land the tythe arifes, or whofe tenaat
pays it; but

He will have the whole commiffion of the
peace o pick two juftices out of, and will cer-
tainly apply where he hath moft expectation of
partiality to his order. _

The next allegation,

"« That when two juftices of the peace
¢ have given fentence, the gemlemen of the county
‘¢ may think it more expedient that the parfon
¢ fhould lofe forty or fifty fhillings (a great
¢ part of his demand) than that two of their
. ¢ brethren fhould be fufpected of partiality ;’

Is abfurd, malicious, falfe, and fcandalous.
- | Ir
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It net only refle@s ou the hononr of the

gentlemen of Englasd; but fuppoles, that twq

Jjuftices cannot err in their judgment without
fufpicion of partiality : and,

Is fuppofes, that all the gestlemen of 3
country will be partial and unjufl, rather than
that two of their brethren fhould be accounted’
CEramcous in any particular judgment.

Did the country parfon learn to think thas of
- judicial proceedings from thofe in eccleflaflical
cosrts? 18 the chancellor of the diocefe, partial
in favour of the clergy, left the church fuffer
fcandal from the fuppofition that a clergyman,
who lofes his caufe is unjuft in his fuit ? Or,

Is the dean of the arches accuftomed to
~ think it more expedient, that the appellant in
his court fhould lofe his fuit, rather than that a
brother dofior (the chancellor againft whofe
judgment the appeal is brought) fhould be fuf-
pe&ted of partiality in his decifion ?

What have the landed gentlemen of this
kingdom done to offend this parfin, that they,
who of all others are moft interefted in the
public happinefs, fhould be treated as leaflt
of all qualified to adminifter public juftice ?

Hé " Os,
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Or, that they fhould be treated 2s a band
of raparees, combined to fupport cach other in
alts of injuftice;

And, lefs to be fufpefted of deciding fuits
" impartially, than that wooden implement of
church power, who judges by commiffion from
the clergy, who owes them partiality in
requital for his promotion, and is tempted to
cncourage a multitude of fuits to encreafe his
own fees of office ?

I hope the gentlertien of the county where-
in this candid parfon refides, will make him
the moft public acknowledgments of thefe in-
difcriminate refle&tions, which fo remarkably
diftinguith his humanity as a gentleman, his po-
litenefs as a fcholar, his meeknefs as a clergy-
man, and his charity as a chriftian.

But I hope at the fame time, that he will
pever be admitted to fit amongft them; be-
caufe a man, who can think of them as fuch a
partial fo2 of mifcreants, may probably be an
example to jullify his own refletions.

And as to the charge on the farmers and
countrymen, who are reprefented in every part
of the plea, as robbing the clergy of their main-

tenance
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tenance by their snigusty and perjury, ia under-
valuing the tythes, it will be a fufficient anfwer
in general, that if there was lefs avarice and
injuftice in the clergy, they would be lefs for-
ward in accufing the country of imiquity and

perjury. -

It is fa&, that the farmers in general never
gave the pgarfon ‘fo high 2 rate for his tythe,
but he lpoked on it as below his due, and were
they to give him nine-tenths of their fubftance,
it would not fatisfy the ravenous fpirit: of fome
clergymen, fo long as the farmers retain one pars
in ten to themfclves,

Is this feverely fpoken of the clergy ? Let
any man judge, whether it can be more fevere
than warrantable, when provoked by a clergyman,’
who is capable of defaming all the gemtlemen of
England as partial and unjuft judges, and the
whole yeomanry of England as knaves in their
dealings, and perjured villains in courts of juftice,

~ Perfuading myfelf, that fo much as hath been
faid on this fubje& will vindicate the honour of
Englifp gentlemen, and their competency for
the jurifdi®tion which is given them by this
bill ;

I proceed to examine the reft of the pre-
tences, that it muft injure the parfon’s property:
of
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Of which none can be more enflaming, than
the complaiat in the 16th page,

¢ No Quaker, ﬁ;: the pasfom, will, after
¢ fuch a law fhall be made, fet out his tythes,
¢ but will retain them to his own ufe; and
¢ I thall be debarred of having them i hind,

¢ howne:eﬂ'-ryﬁ)ﬂcrtbeybe!omy own, and -

¢ my family’s fubfiftence

¢ By law the parfon cannot fet ont bis own
® tythe, and carry it away, but the occupier
¢ of the land muft fet it out; and if the pay-
¢ fon intermeddle with the corn before the oc-
¢ cupier hath fet out the tythe, he is liable to
¥ an ation.

¢ The Quakes’s . confcicace will -not pes-
¢ mit him to fet out the tythe : fo that with
¢ the law on one fide, and the Quaker’s con-
¢ fcience on the other, no tythe can ever be fet
¢ ‘out in this cafe.’

- Would any man imagise, after this grie-
" wous complaint of the law on one fide, and the
Quaker’s confcience on the other, that the bill
attually gives the parfon a better remedy than
ever to receive his tythes in kind ¥ And, that

thcy arc really mecsffary to his own, or his
. family’s
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-family’s fubfifteace, he may have them in king

of the Quakers by the'sid of this bill ?

He fays the Quakex’s confcience will not pers
mit him to fet out the tythe;

But then, the bill fays, the juftices warmnt
fhall immediately levy thefe tythes,

8o that ¢he diftrefs may be made upon the
tythable matter, and the parfon may have it in

. kind, witht better mreafure than if the Quaker
" bad fet out his tythes ;

And the Quaker fhall pay the cofts,
"Fhis is eafy jaftice.

But the parfon hath alledged, ¢ That by
¢ the laws in being, he may recover treble
¢ damages of every Quaker ot fetting out his
¢ tythe.”

Thisis the parfon’s reak objeSion aguinft the
the bill ; and a moft comfientious objeQion
will appear to be; for . '

The: parfon, knowing the Quaker ® be
refltrained by formple of confeience from fetting
ouwt his tythe, looks upon the penalty of rredle

. . damages
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damages to be a fure intercft, which he hath.at
prefentin every Quaker’s property ; and where-
as he hath but ene #ythe of any other man, he
takes three of every Quakes, or fix fillings in
the peund from the produce of the land, befide
deftroying great part of the remainder, by load-
iog him with cofts of fuits, -

Can you think then, that the parfen will

confeat to a Jaw which may pin him down to

" his #ythe only,and not allow him to recover treble
tythes of every Quaker in his parith?

Can you think that, whilflt the Quaker’s
default of fetting out tythe is fo profitable to
the parfon, he will ever confent that a juffis
of the peace thould /et them out for the Quaker,
and fave the poor man from the penalty of a
default ?

This is reafin with a parfon againft the
provifion of this bill, but can never be a
reafon with any other man. It may be an in-
tereft of precious concern ‘to the clergy, but
it would be a reproach to public juftice,
were they fuffered to demand three times the
value of their tythes in the king’s courts,
on pretence of their mot being fet out, when
any two juffices of the peace in the neigh-
bourhood may graat their warrants to take

them
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them in the ficld, in the barn, or wherever they
may be found. -

If this does not fatisfy the parfon, there is
an expedient, which, as I have heard and be-
lieve the Quakers will not oppofe, and which
muft filence the parfon’s objetions.

The two juftices of the peace, who have
power by their warrant to levy the value of the
tythes, when they are withheld, may by their
warrant authorize a fit perfon to fet them out,
when they ought to be paid in kind,

The law, in this cafe, will not impofe it on
the Quaker to fet out tythes contrary to his
confcience, nor will the Quaker be fubje& to
pay three tythes for not having fet out one:
but an officer will be appointed to fet out the
tythe, which the Quaker, from his fcruple of
confcience, is difabled to fet out himfelf. And
the parfon will not then have the plea of necef-
fity, to juftify his going to law for his tythes,
nor the fcandalous temptation-of fuing the an-
ker for three times the value of them.

The parfon may anfwer, that this will be
a provilion for the recovery of great tythes,
as corn, bay, &¢c. But how fhall he take his
fmall tythes? ¢ Muft I, fays he, in the 27th

page,
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¢« page, watch when 2 cow falls into labour, or
¢ muft I keep a regilter of all the calves and
¢ pigs that are born in my parith ¥’

This leads us to the objeétions which he
makes, in the next page, againft this bill; -~

¢ As the law now ftands, the parfon can
¢ bring a bill of difcovery in conrts of equity ;
¢ in which cafe the farmer is obliged to fet
¢ out his tytheable matter and the value, and is
¢ Ifable to profecution for perjury, if he is guilty
¢ of it. Bur is every jutice in the kiogdom to
¢ beerected into a chancellor ? If not, by what
¢ proceeding (hall the parfon make a difcovery
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