This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=-xw3AAAAMAAJ

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

Tappan Preshyterian Association
LIBRARY.

Presented by... .M vwmd

FEN(IASEWE KV M

P S 13

AL AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAKAAALALAL,

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY
vw YTYYY:

3

3



.560

CT4

1390









Digitized by GOOS[Q






BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

FOREIGN MISSIONS. Their Place in the Pastor-
ate, in Prayer, in Conf Ten Lect
VMo . .+« e+ . . SLIS







24

SOUTH AFRICA

Scale? % 2
1

£° Miles. |

28 30

Engrared for Lectures on. Moraviars Missions.

MORAVIAR B

8 Existing Static



54

BRITISH & DUTCH

G UIANA

StatuteMiles
0 ~0

W B,
05— 6
&4
5 Filgerhut ¢ A C S Beskhuizpd b
B S Ephrem 3 _
o @ » ope Sterfe Beersheba g
\ ) * : Maripastoonc sBergendal ‘{\\
o & Kofty Cam p7 "o
"':‘, N, S U R N A
% R 4Gansee
) H é" = ?Gingee orBambey
g K e
N g V s o/ N g o
%% o6i . G R H jE
ol oejaba s L |







MORAVIAN MISSIONS

TWELVE LECTURES

BY

AUGUSTUS C. THOMPSON, D.D.

AUTHOR OF “THE BETTER LAND’ “MORNING HOURS IN PATMOS*
“THE MERCY SEAT” ETC

Clags.. .2 6¢

NEW YORK
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

18go



COPYRIGHT BY
A. C. THOMPSON.
1882,



6~+-2g

\

+
7//_~ 27-/923

TO

THE CHURCH oF THE UNITED BRETHREN,

ON THE THIRD JUBILEE

or

THEIR FIRST FOREIGN MISSION,

Jugnst 21, 1882,

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
or

THE MISSION TO ST. THOMAS.






PREFACE.

Tue following Lectures form one of the courses on For-
eign Missions delivered at the Theological Seminary, An-
dover, during the years 1877-1880, and to the Theological
Department of the Boston University, 1882.

The literature of the several subjects is added with con-
siderable fullness; one reason being that American and Eng-
lish readers have less acquaintance with this department of
missionary literature than with many others. As the Mora-
vian missions are conducted chiefly by Germans, it is natural
that various authorities in their language should appear in
the list. The works cited differ greatly in value; but by
an ample citation the author desires to aid inquirers who
may wish to go over the same ground, in part or wholly,
which - he has himself traversed. A perusal of these works,
or any considerable portion of themn, can hardly fail to foster
the sentiment of Count Zinzendorf: “The whole earth is
the Lord’s; men’s souls are his; T am debtor to all.”
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LECTURE I.

THE MORAVIANS.






THE MORAVIANS.

THE MORAVIANS —who are they, and where
are they found? .

We betake ourselves to Central Europe. A
train from Dresden, on the Saxon-Silesian rail-
way, soon brings us into Upper Lusatia. Thirty
miles, and we are at Bautzen, where Napoleon
repulsed the allied and Prussian forces in 1813.
Seven milés farther on we pass the village of
Hochkirch, where one of the bloodiest engage-
ments in the wars of Frederick the Great was
fought (1768). At Lobau, still farther east, a
branch line diverges southward, and we soon
reach the place of our destination, about fifty
miles from Dresden. Herrnhut, the denomina-
tional centre of the United Brethren, is a village
of only one thousand inhabitants, an abode of
order, simplicity and neatness. An almost Sab-
bath quiet pervades the place. The style of
building is uniform and unostentatious; every-
thing indeed is plain; everywhere, however, are
tokens of comfort, but no signs of abject poverty.
We visit the Brethren’s House,’ a building set

1 An inscription over the outside door reads: Das erste Haus
von Herrnhut; erbaut im Jakhre 1722,

@®)



4 MORAVIAN MISSIONS: [Lmor. 1

apart for unmarried male members of the Com-
munity, where thirty of them have a comfortable
home, with a large apartment for morning and
evening worship. Here too are facilities for man-
ual labor. We find several aged and disabled
missionaries returned from foreign service. We
next visit the Sisters’ House, a larger and more
imposing establishment, where are a hundred
unmarried women, devoting themselves to vari-
ous kinds of industry, especially needlework.
Great neatness and cheerfulness reign here. Do
these establishments suggest the thought of mon-
asticism? If so, it is an unauthorized suggestion;
for no vows are taken, and there is entire liberty
on the part of inmates, to withdraw whenever
they please, the arrangement being purely social
and economical.

Turning to the Manor House, a spacious build-
ing that holds the Archives, we are shown through
a suite of rooms hung with portraits of distin-
guished Moravians; where also is the Library
containing an accumulation of manuscript treas-
ures, among which are about eight thousand
biographies of deceased members of the Moravian
community. Here is a manuscript volume* in
John Huss’s handwriting, well on toward five

8 We shall also be shown an old Hebrew Bible once belong.
ing to Luther, which Zinzendorf obtained at Wittenberg, and in
which are placed sundry manuscripts of Luther, Melancthor
(who here spells his name Melanchios), Bugenhagen, Cruciger
and other Reformers, written in Latin, Greek and Hebrew.
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hundred years old, and other valuable works in
the Bohemian language.

A shaded avenue takes us to the Cemetery.
Over the entrance, on the outside, is this inscrip-
tion: ¢ Jesus is risen from the dead;” and on the
inside, “ He is become the first fruits of them that
sleep.” The nearest grave on the left is that of
Christian David, whose name has an honored place
in Moravian history. The memorial stones, fac-
ing the east, small and recording only names and
dates, lie in straight lines, flat upon the ground,
as in all other Moravian places of burial, like Jew-
ish gravestones in the valley of Jehoshaphat, and
like those around the Cathedral in Glasgow. The
hill, on the slope of which this shaded * Court of
Peace " is situated, bears the name of Hutberg,

" whose summit is a rock crowned with an observa-

tory. From that commanding point one enjoys a
wide view over the Moravian domain, and south-
ward far away to the rampart of mountains which
separates this land of Protestant freedom from the
territory of intolerant Austria.

Close by the base of the Hutberg runs an ave-
nue from the village of Herrnhut to Berthelsdorf,
lined with linden trees, the foliage so dense that -
the sun can scarcely shine through. We wili pass
down that charming slope of a thousand feet in
the mile, which brings us to the hamlet of Berth-
elsdorf. We visit the large stone building which is
now the official residence of several members of the
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Elders’ Conference, one apartment serving as their
chapel for daily services; another as their Council
Chamber, hung with. portraits of men eminent in
‘the Unitas Fratrum. There, around a table, they
hold not less than three sessions every week.
Scores of letters are received weekly from differ-
ent quarters of the world, and the interests of the
whole body, particularly of their foreign missions,
are discussed. Here is the center and head of the
Moravians. One department of the Board man-
ages the educational work, elementary, collegiate
and theological ; another conducts the various
financial undertakings, trades and the like, which
help to support the church work; a third has
specially to do with foreign missions; and a fourth
is practically charged with the spiritual interests
of the communion.

We would not leave this village of Berthelsdorf
without. paying our respects to members of the
Elders’ Conference, at their unpretending and
well ordered homes. Here, for instance, is Bishop
Croger, author of a history of the Ancient Unitas
Fratrum, in two volumes, and the history of the
Renewed Church, in three volumes, the latest and
most valuable of that class of Moravian works.
Near by is Bishop Levin Theodore Reichel,* one of

1A yet more scholarly and. elaborate work in that depart-
ment is now in preparation by Bishop Edmund de Schweinits,
of Bethlehem, Pa.

* Since deceased.




LEoT. 1) EVENING SERVICE. 7

the three men in the immediate neighborhood bear-
ing this name, and holding the same office, a native
of Pennsylvania, the first editor of the American
Tract Society’s German Messenger, who has
executed the drawings, maps and valuable mis-
sionary atlas illustrating the Brethren’s foreign
work. Other able and excellent men are in the
neighborhood. The manners of the place are not
marked by stiffness, though there is a certain air
of formality and reserve. The Moravians as a
body share in the emotional temperament of
Southern and Middle Germany. They exhibit a
sanctified Gemiithlichkeit, a word for which our
temperament and our language hardly supply an
exact equivalent. The little tinge of that man-
nerism which has helped to keep them in due sep-
aration from the world, and has helped them to
maintain their integrity of sentiment and of life,
does not materially check the cheery ingenuous-
ness of social intercourse. Birthday celebrations,
for example, are very delightful. The German
custom of salutation at meals, before sitting down
to the table and after rising, is retained, the host
and hostess giving a cordial right -hand and a cus-
tomary good wish.*

Just before evening the bell at Herrnhut strikes
for service in the village church, and we. take:our
seats there, males and females apart. The ‘minis-

3Ein gesegnets Mahizeit! and Ich wiinsche wohl gespeist -
Aaben ! :
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ter who presides commences, at least he did on
the occasion when I was present, with Luther’s
famous hymn :*

“ A castle is our God, a tower,
A shield and trusty weapon.”

Right heartily do the congregation join in that
grand old lyric. Then follows an account of the
Augsburg Confession, the Lutheran Protestant
Creed of thirty articles adopted at the Diet of
Augsburg, 1530, because the day, June 25th, is
the anniversary of that event, and it is one of the
Memorial Days usually noticed in this way by the
. Brethren.

What now is the religious belief of the Unitas
Fratrum?? What their culture and characteris-
tics; and whence came they? Only in the light
shed from these points can we rightly read the
history of their foreign missions. As regards doc-
trinal belief, they have repeatedly avowed their
substantial agreement with other evangelical

2 Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott,
Ein’ gute Wehr und Waffen.

" #To the following articles of belief they adhere with a good
deal of uniformity and firmness: The total depravity of human
nature; the love of God who has “chosen us in Christ before
the foundation of the world,” and “who gave his only begotten
8on, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life ;”’ the real Godhead and real manhood of Christ,
through whose atonement alone we receive the forgiveness of
sins; the Holy Spirit graciously working in us the knowledge of
sin, faith in Jesus, and the witness of adoption; and the fruits of
faith, indispensable as evidences of a living principle within.
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churches. Like all such denominations they
accept the Holy Scriptures as the Word of Gud,
the sufficient and only authoritative rule of relig-
ious faith and practice. Moravian literature,
prose as well as poetry, does not give great prom-
inence to the demands of God’s law, nor to future
retribution ; but regarding the person and offices
of our Redeemer the Moravian pulpit and press
are commendably full. ¢The great theme of our
preaching,” say they, “is Jesus Christ, in whom
we have the grace of the Son, the love of the
Father, and the communion of the Holy Ghost.
The word of the Cross, which bears testimony of
Christ’s voluntary offering of himself to suffer and
to die, and of the rich treasures of divine grace
thus purchased, is the beginning, middle, and end
of our preaching.” They eschew the habit of
dogmatizing, and do not cultivate theological
acumen. Controversy and abstruse speculation
on religious subjects they repudiate. With thé
exception of their Easter Morning Litany, con-
taining merely the essential truths of the Chris-
tian religion, they have put forth no formulated
creed of their own to which, as a body, they
subscribe, although on the Continent of Europe,
where their recognition by government depends
upon a creed, they declare their adhesion to the
Augsburg Confession with its twenty-one doc-
trinal articles. They by no means accept all the
sentiments, and least of all certain vagaries found
in the writings of Count Zinzendorf.



10 MORAVIAN MISSIONS. fuzor. L

. The Unitas Fratrum is a wide-spread confeder-
ation, the only Protestant church that subsists as
an organic unit throughout the world. In its
constitution it is Presbyterio-Episcopal, the fun-
damental principle being that all ecclesiastical
affairs are collegiate, or conducted by boards.
As a body the Moravians are governed by a
General Synod which meets in Herrnhut at
intervals of ten years, more or less, their last
assemblage, the twenty-ninth, having been held in
1879. This supreme legislature consists of the
Unity’s officials, the Bishops of the church, nine
delegates from each provincial Synod, and a few
representatives from their foreign missions.* It
legislates on matters common to the whole —the
church’s constitution, doctrine, discipline and
foreign missions.. Its executive, appointed by
election, and called the Unity’s Elders’ Confer-
ence, carries out decisions, and exercises general
superintendence during the intervals. That high-
est executive body has its seat at Berthelsdorf, the
quiet little village upon which we looked down
from the Hutberg, and to which we have just paid
a flying visit.

The Unitas Fratrum is dwxded into three prov-
inces — the Continental or German, the English,
and the American, which are governed respect-

! There is a General Synod Fund, the compound interest on
which accumulating during the ten years’ interval, is sufficient
to defray all expenses.
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ively by Provincial Synods. Not unlike the re-
lation of States in our Union to the general gov-
ernment, the provinces are independent as to pro-
vincial affairs, but intimately confederate as to
all general principles of belief, practice, and for-
eign missionary work. The late Lord John Rus-
sell pronounced the constitution of the Moravian
Church more skillfully and wisely balanced than
any other which he was acquainted with.

The three orders, Bishops, Presbyters and
Deacons, are maintained ; but the form of gov-
ernment had been determined before the epis-
copate was adopted, and this additional element
wrought no change as regards the seat of power,
or the administration. Among the fundamental
principles laid down by the General Synod are
these: “Our episcopate, as such, gives no sort of
claim to government in general, or to that of any
congregation in particular; nor is the administra-
tion of dioceses by the bishops admissible.” The
episcopate, then, is spiritual and ministerial alone;
Bishops have a vote at General and Provincial
Synods, but their office as such carries with it no
ruling power in the church, their special function
being the ordination of ministers.* They are not

3 At the same time, however, they are almost invariably
members of the governing boards, at the head of which they
stand as presidents, presiding also, as a general thing, at the
synods. Their office, moreover, is defined to be “in a peculiar
sense, that of ¢intercessors in the Church of God.””
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lords, but brethren; and that, too, in the matter
of salary as in other respects, the average of sala-
ries being low.

Such a polity, it is obvious, differs widely from
the provincial or diocesan episcopacy of the Roman
Catholic Church and the Church of England. Of
the numerous men who have held this office, not
one has ever been deposed, or been charged with
any flagrant offense. The Brethren’s episcopate,
received by them in 1785, came through a small
branch of the Waldensian Church, formerly in
Austria.* Although the office remained quiescent
at one period for thirty-two years, and although
the thread of perpetuity became extremely tenu-
ous, yet it seems to have remained unbroken, and
has at times served a good purpose.? This is the
oldest Protestant Episcopal Church in existence;

! The Waldenses of more western Europe never laid claim to
apostolic succession.

2 For a long time the episcopate was maintained merely for
the sake of keeping up the succession, although no opportunity
existed for exercising the functivns of the office. A visible
organization of the church had ceased. The first Bishop of the
Renewed Unity’s Church was ordained (1735) by Daniel Ernestus
Jablonsky, D.D., Court Preacher at Berlin, Counselor of the
Royal Consistory, Church Counselor, and President of the Royal
Academy of Sciences. He was a grandson of Comenius. The
ordination took place with the concurrence, by letter, of Sitko-
vius, a Bishop of the Polish Brethren, and with the royal con-
sent. Only two persons were prescent to witness the act. Of the
one hundred and ten Bishops of the Renewed Church, about
twelve have been from artisan or other humble positions.
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but as regards their episcopate, the Moravians are
singularly free from assumption; they do not
question the validity of Presbyterian ordination;
the succession which they most value is that of
apostolic truth, spirit and labors; and they give
marked prominence to the sole headship of Jesus
Christ over the church in all her proceedings.
Like the Fathers of New England, the Unitas
Fratrum have, for the most part, upheld a script-
ural discipline, maintaining that adhesion to a
creed is not enough, but insisting upon evidence
of personal piety as a condition of church mem-
bership.* High commendation is due to them for
taking such ground, and so early, on the Conti-
nent, where connection with state churches had
long been and still is a matter of course. In this
respect the United Brethren, under their old
régime as well, were greatly in advance of the
German and Swiss Reformers, not chronologically
alone, but also in the firmness with which they
demanded purity of life as a test of discipleship.
So pronounced were they in their communications
. to Luther that he took offense. At that time he
needed a rebuke; upon further acquaintance he

3¢ ]t has been from the beginning, and must ever remain, a
matter of serious concern on the part of the Brethren’s Church,
that every individual member of the church should be a true
Christian. For this it is necessary that the soul be brought to
an increasingly deep and thorough knowledge of its sin and
misery, of its worthiness of dampation, and of its need of
redemption.” Resuits ¢f General Synod ¢f 1879.
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felt differently, and had the grace to acknowledge
his mistake.* ¢Since the days of the apostles,”
he wrote, ¢ there has existed no church, which in
her doctrines and rites has more nearly approxi-
mated to the spirit of that age, than the Bohemian
Brethren. Although they do not exceed us in
purity of doctrine, for all the articles of faith are
taught by us plainly and clearly according to the
Word of God, yet they do excel us in the observ-
ance of regular discipline, whereby they blessedly
rule their congregations, and in this respect they
are more deserving of praise than we.” Their
Renewed Church, during most of the last century,
and at the present time also, deserves praise on
the score of exemplary living. No other religious
denomination, as a whole and for so long a period,
has maintained a moral and social character more
unimpeachable. I do not learn that an instance
of capital crime or of divorce has ever been known
among them.

As a body they exhibit a childlike, cheerful
piety, which, with its aceompanying avoidance of
noise and ostentation, seems, in a good measure,
to realize the true conception of primitive Chris-

! Martin Bucer also wrote (1540) to the Brethren: “I am
persuaded that you alone are they that at this day are found in
all the world, amongst whom only flourishes a sound doctrine,
with pure, wholesome, edifying discipline.” *Truly we are much
ashamed of ourselves when we compare at any time our church
with this of yours.”
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tian character. In their renunciation of worldly
vanities they exhibit siinplicity unattended by
asceticism. I am not aware that any other mod-
ern Christian community have habitually, and for
8 lengthened period, more completely blended.
quiet religious earnestness with a joyous dis-
charge of the common affairs of life. At their
outset it was an aim, and to some good degree
that aim has been kept up, to make all duties and
all labor serve the purpose of spiritual refresh-
ment. Their inner life, like that of their founder,
is largely fed by sacred song; they have many
fine chorals, some of them ancient, and also an
abundance of hymns — cradle hymns, hymns for
traveling, and, before the distaff became obsolete,
spinning hymns. A blessing is often asked in the
form of a verse sung at the table. But affluence
rather than high poetic merit characterizes their
hymnology. One of the compilations prepared by
Zinzendorf embraces over two thousand (2,169)
sacred lyrics designed for public use.

Their Ritual is marked by comparative brevity
and a limited number of formularies. Changes
too are made from time to time, but only by
authority of the General Synod. For the morn-
ing service of the Lord’s Day there is a prescribed
Litany, but in other than Sabbath morning ser-
vices extempore prayer is offered. For burial,
marriage, baptism, and the Lord’s Supper, there
are prescribed forms; and for the church seasons
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elaborate liturgical services, especially in the
German language. Love Feasts, suggested by
the primitive Agapa, are maintained, with sym-
bols of family fellowship among Christians. In-
deed, the fraternal sentiment and bond are pecu-
liarly strong; their universal motto would seem
to be: ¢« Together do we pray, labor, suffer,
rejoice.” *

And here it may be remarked, that during one
third of a century from the date of their gather-
ing at Herrnhut, the period of their greatest
denominational aggressiveness, and before their
religious views and usages had fully crystallized,
there was, as is usual in such cases, comparative
crudeness in their conceptions, and notwithstand-
ing an element of quietism, there was what out-
siders pronounced a certain air of self-assertion.
That was inevitable. Their continental colonies,
not to refer to others, planted in the midst of
arrogant confessionalism, and the cold Lutheran
orthodoxy of that day, were little fountains of
spiritual life— conscious, vigorous life. They had
a mission; it was to awaken, to foster, to con-
serve the elements of vital Christianity wherever
found. Each individual member, and each col-
lective community was deemed, nor wholly with-
out reason, peculiarly a temple of the Holy Ghost,
a tabernacle where the crucified One manifested

! In commune oramus, in commune labo*amus, in commune
patimur, in cominune gaudemus.
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himself in special intimacy. To profess that,
among the frigid and unsympathizing, was of
course to provoke the charge of assumption,
enthusiasm, fanaticism. They were an emotional
people; and undue emotional indulgence would
sometimes degenerate, as it everywhere will, into
sentimentality.

The Moravians observe the chief festivals of
the Christian year, as well as Memorial Days,
days noteworthy in their own ecclesiastical his-
tory; and furthermore, the annual festivals of
the various choirs, or classes of the congregation.
Christmas is a most joyous occasion; the night-
watch universally closes the year. Passion week
is celebrated chiefly by the public reading of a
harmonized account from the Gospels, of our
Saviour’s last days on earth, interspersed with
the singing of appropriate stanzas. No other
church surpasses the Moravian in the jubilant
character of Easter services. It is the custom in
their villages for a procession with trombones,
a favorite instrument, to awake the inhabitants
before daybreak by an Easter morning choral.
An early matin service is held; and after that
they go to the cemetery in season to meet the ris-
ing sun. Nothing can be more impressive than
this devoutly joyful observance. A special Easter
Litany is used; and no body of Christians have a
more exultant belief in the resurrection of the
dead. There, amidst the graves of a multitude

3
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who have fallen asleep in Jesus, the prayer goes
up: “ Keep us in everlasting fellowship with our
_brethren and with our sisters who have entered
into the joy of their Lord; also with the servants
and handmaids of our church, whom thou hast
called home in the past year, and with the whole
church triumphant.” The closing ascription is
rendered: ¢ Glory be to Him who is the Resur-
rection and the Life; He was dead, and behold
He is alive for evermore. - And he that believeth
in Him, though he were dead, yet shall he live.
Glory be to Him in the church which waiteth for
Him, and in that which is around him, forever
and ever. Amen.” The effective accompani-
ment of trombones lends grandeur to the service,
and seems to anticipate the voice of the archangel
and the trump of God.

The United Brethren have done much in the
line of education. This was true during their
earlier era. The last of their bishops of the
Moravian Province, John Amos Comenius (Kom-
ensky), through his numerous and valuable writ-
ings on the subject, enjoyed a European reputa-
tion. His work, Janua linguarum reserata, a new
method of teaching languages (1631), had a re-
markable popularity, being translated into twelve
European tongues and into more than one Asiatic
tongue — the Turkish and Arabic. Orbis Pictus
by him has not even yet passed out of use, and
his works number over ninety. He was a pioneer
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in advocating the equal education of the sexes,
the system of object teaching, the necessity of
physical training, and the importance of aiming
to develope the whole human being. His ser-
vices were sought for in Poland, Sweden, and
England; and no educator .of that day achieved
such celebrity. Through the negotiation of Gov-
ernor Winthrop, of Massachusetts, during his
travels in the Low Countries, Comenius was at
one time on the point of becoming President
of Harvard College, but through the influence of
the Swedish ambassador, his steps were turned in
another direction.* A man so much respected for
learning and religious character would make his
impress on education among the Brethren of the
Renewed Church. They are not deficient in
theological seminaries,> there being one such in
each of the three provinces —the one at Bethle-
hem, Pennsylvania, having been established the
same year as that of Andover (1807). Infant and
parochial schools are well administered, but their
boarding-schools have become famous. The first
was opened at Neuwied on the Rhine (1766) ; and
there are now fifty-one, four of them in the United
States. The seminary for .girls at Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, opened in 1749 — converted into
a boarding-school thirty-four years later (1783)—

* Mather’s Magnalia, Book IV.
. % In Prussia at- Gnadenfeld, in England: at Fairfield near
Manchester.
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takes rank, in order of time, before all other enter-
prises for female education this side the Atlantic.
Glancing at the catalogues of institutions so recent
as most of ours, the eye lingers with some degree
of surprise on one for 1881, its title-page announc-
ing the “one hundred and thirty-second scholas-
tic year.”* In Moravian schools we find a sensible
and thorough course, with no excess of mental
stimulus; a healthful religious atmosphere; a
supervision of pupils that is kind and indefatiga-
ble, no one being left without teacher or guard-
ian day or night. The pupils at these excellent
seminaries are largely from outside the denomina-
tion.?

Although Moravian communities are well edu-
cated, it is not authorship but edification and
unobtrusive action which have been their aim.

! The Moravian Female Seminary at Salem, North Carolina,
was opened in 1804.

2 The Baroness Bunsen remarks: “The Moravian training
has left a blessing behind it—‘some kindly gleam of love and
prayer’—*‘to soften every cross and care’— impressions of the
love of God and man, of devotional charity which intercourse
with the world could not efface, and which fn the cool of soli-
tude could revive ; and lawful, correct notions of Christian doc-
trine and of man’s duty and calling. These are the positive advan-
tages which I have seen and known to be the fruits of Moravian
education, though there may be cases in which such have not
been its results. The negative, and yet important, advantages
consist in extreme simplicity of habits of life, and the absence
of all attention to mere matters of vanity.” Life and Letters, 11,
96. ’
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Beyond sacred lyrics and missionary publications
their contributions to literature have not been
large; though science is now and then indebted
to the Unity.* Men born and bred among the
Moravians have sometimes passed into other com-
munions and there distinguished themselves.
Such were Fries, the philosopher, Novalis (Von
Hardenburg), philosopher, poet, and mystic, and
Dr. von Zeschwitz, a professor at Erlangen.*
Schleiermacher’s early education was at a peadi-
gogium of the Brethren, and he never ceased to
feel the happy influence of his training while
there. Eminent German professors have, through
Moravian influence, been brought to a saving
knowledge of the truth. Hengstenberg, of Ber-
lin, began his official life as a decided rationalist;
he attended a religious service among the United
Brethren, became deeply impressed, betook him-
self to the study of the Bible, and came forth a
champion of evangelical Christianity. Olshausen
too began as a rationalist ; would taunt Tholuck

! Lewis David de Schweinitz, for instance, a former divine at
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, two of whose sons became Bishops of
the American Province, was an eminent naturalist, and distin-
guished himself in certain recondite branches of botany. He
gave an impulse especially to the study of American Fungi, in
which department he added about twelve hundred species.

2 In our country, Dr. Ernest L. Haselius, a leading professor
and an author of note among Southern Lutherans, and Dr.
Joseph F. Berg, son of a Moravian missionary in Antigua,a
champion of Protestantism.
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for being a pietist and Herrnhutter; but the read-
ing of the Life of Count Zinzendorf was blessed to
his conversion.*

It becomes an historical requirement that we
look at the earlier, the furnace period of the
United Brethren, and their exodus from the
house of bondage. I must then invite you to
accompany me to Hochwald,? in the range of the
Riesen-Gebirge, “ Giant Mountains,” where we
shall find a summit-house like that on our Mt.
Washington. Here are the confines of the great
Sclavonic family of nations which, with their
eighty millions, people the eastern portion of
Europe. We are standing on an elevated crest
that encompasses the Bohemian basin. From
the sides of the mountain ranges enclosing this
irregular square, the streams flow toward the
center, and unite to form the river Elbe, which,
breaking through the mountain wall, pursues its
course of five hundred miles to the German Ocean.
By numerous rivers, and by its twenty thousand
ponds, the country is well watered; it has a fair
share of fertile lands; it has mineral wealth; it
has mineral springs — those of Carlsbad, Marien-
bad, Téplitz, and Seidlitz are famous. We are

3 Life of Charles Hodge, 129, 134.

% One hundred miles to the east is Breslau, the capital of
Silesia, forty or more miles westward lies Dresden, the capital
of Saxony, and sixty miles southward is Prague, the capital of
Bohemia.
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looking down upon the chief center of the Thirty
Years’ War; also on the seat of the war of 1865,
and our eye detects the memorable neighborhood
of Koniggritz. We are gazing upon a cradle of
the great German Reformation of the sixteenth
century, which, in some respects, was an outcome
from the pioneer work of Bohemian martyrs,
almost as truly as the noble German Elbe has its
head waters here. A bigoted type of Romanism
reigns within this girdle of hills. Looking back
upon the history of Bohemia, as we have now
glanced round her domain, we light upon dark
chapters; we read of bitter hatred, calumnies and. °
manifold wrongs heaped upon those noble men,
John Huss, Jerome of Prague, and their adher-
ents, a century before the great movement under
Luther; Zwingle, and Knox. In the war that
ensued upon the martyrdom at Constance (1415)
and in later persecutions, we read of unsurpassed
insult and ferocity exercised upon reformers and
reformed before and since the Reformation.. One
specimen will suffice. A captain of Jaromier
broke into the church of Kerezin during divine
service; ordered some of those present to be
massacred, and others to be seized as prisoners.
Then taking the chalice full of wine from the
altar, he drank to the health of his horse; and
gave him also to drink, saying that his horse even
had become a Utraquist. Jesenius, physician and
professor in the University of Prague, because of
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his becoming ambassador to Hungary, was con-
demned to have his tongue cut out, his body
quartered, and then his head and limbs exposed.
But, so the historian relates, ¢ Through the ten-
derness of the king, after having his tongue cut
out, he shall first be beheaded and then quar-
tered.” * Tender-hearted monarch !

It was at the village of Kunewalde, about
eighty miles from Prague, in the circuit of Konig-
gritz, on the northeastern confines of Bohemia
and Silesia, that the founding of the ancient
church took place (1457), though it assamed a
more definite form ten years later (1467). That
was sixty years before the famous theses were
nailed to the door of the Castle church at Witten-
berg. About that time, the middle of the fifteenth
century, the proscribed followers of Huss began to
call one another by the title of Brethren, first
calling themselves Fratres Legis Christi; but as
that appellation might suggest the idea of a mo-
nastic order, it was afterwards exchanged for
Unitas Fratrum, and was assumed on account of
a formal union (1457-60) between Moravians,
Bohemians and Waldenses. In process of time
they came to be known as the church of the
Bohemian Brethren, which, after generations of
trial, and a season of apparent extinction, is to
reappear as the present Unitas Fratrum. Their

* Fhe Reformation and Anti-Reformation in Bokemia, 1, 18, 392.
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rugged cradle and rigorous Kindergarten lay
within the period and the region now before us.
For a century and more these witnesses to the
truth, at intervals ¢“had trial of cruel mockings
and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and
imprisonments; they wandered in mountains,
and in dens and caves of the earth;” and hence
were called ¢“Pitmen " or ¢« Burrowers.” Owing
to persecution, many fled to Poland; and at one
time, the middle of the sixteenth century, there
were three confederate provinces, the Bohemian,
Moravian, and Polish, as now there are the Ger-
man, English, and American. Their condition
was much the same as that of the Vaudois in
Piedmont and the Camisards in Southern France.
At different periods you may see them gathering
in mountain defiles and caverns, amidst the intense
cold of a Bohemian winter, to read the Holy
Scriptures around camp-fires which they do not
dare to kindle by day lest the smoke should betray
their place of assembling. On the way to such -
rendezvous they tread one in the steps of another,
the last comer fully obliterating the tracks with a
pine branch dragged behind him. At one time
six men, artisans and peasants, are brought before
Baron von Schwanberg. A priest asks them if
they will follow him as spiritual guide. They
answer: “The Shepherd of our souls is Jesus
Christ ;” and they are led out to execution. At
another time (1528), two brothers, mechanics, are
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conducted to the stake at Prague. ¢ As the Lord
Jesus has suffered such cruel pain for us,” says
one of them, “we will also endure this death,
rejoicing that we are counted worthy to suffer for
the Word of God.” ¢« Truly,” replies the other,
“] never felt such joy even on my wedding day
as now.” Seasons of relief sometimes occurred,
and occasionally through a noticeable interposi-
tion. In one instance the Arch-Chancellor of
Bohemia repaired to Vienna (1663) to obtain a
decree for fresh persecution. His importunity
succeeded, but on his return a bridge over the
Danube sank under him; the greater part of his
suite were drowned, and the casket which con.
tained the fatal decree was never recovered. Be-
fore that time there had been so many sudden
deaths of powerful enemies of the Gospel as to
occasion a proverb: *“If any man is weary of life
he has only to persecute the Brethren.”

At the time of the Reformation four hupdred
churches, with a membership of two hundred
thousand, might be found in Bohemia and Mora-
via. In one of the synodical gatherings there
were present, besides ecclesiastics, seventeen of
the most distinguished barons of Bohemia, and
one hundred and forty-six nobles of inferior rank.
Printing-presses were busy in multiplying copies
of the Bohemian Bible, catechism, hymn-books
and theological works. It is their honor to have
. been the firsy to translate the Bible into the
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Bohemian vernacular from the original tongues.
This version, which is a model of idiomatic
Bohemian, and a linguistic authority to the pres-
ent day, appeared in six volumes folio, from 1579
to 1590, and was the labor of fifteen years.®

But the rancorous Ferdinand II, who came to
the throne (1617), had been educated by the
Jesuits; was a very child of hell; took upon
himself a vow to exterminate all heresy, and
with the bitter fidelity of fanaticism, acted on his
resolution. Thus began that disastrous move-
ment known as the Anti-Reformation. Imprison-
ment, confiscation, banishment and torture were
the order of the day. Some of the Brethren apos-
tatized ; but many remained heroically firm, like
John Prostiborsky, who, amidst the agonies of the
rack, bit his tongue that he might not reveal any-
thing to. the injury of his associates. At length
the decisive battle of Weisenberg, «“ White Moun-
tain,” 1620, gave apparently a final triumph to the
cause of unrighteousness, and extirpation of the
evangelicals was resolved upon. The noble army
of martyrs received large accessions, not less than
twenty-seven Protestant noblemen, many of them
members of the Brethren’s Church, being executed
in one day (1621). Count Andreas Schlick, one
of the most eminent for talent and accomplish-

! The New Testament has been reprinted by the Amos
Comenius Society at Prague, assisted by the London Religious
Tract Society.
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ments among the Bohemian nobility, mounting
the scaffold in the full blaze of a June morning,
exclaims: ¢ Christ, the sun of righteousness, grant
that I may pass through the darkness of death
to thine everlasting light!” The knight, Caspar
Capliz, eighty years of age, too feeble to walk
alone, and too stiff to kneel at the place of execu-
tion, except with great difficulty, breathes out his
soul with the words: “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” Just as the executioner was ready to do
his office, I see the heavens opened,” exclaimed
Otto von Loos, Stephen-like. Such were the vic-
tims of the tender mercies of Holy Mother Church
and of civil potentates obedient to her behests.
At the castle of Prostau hundreds of persons
were confined in the stable, every opening of
which was carefully closed up, thus converting
it into an earlier Black Hole of Calcutta. At
Koniggritz the brutal soldiery, quartered upon
those inhabitants whose only fault was that they
were not Papists, practiced special severity.
Shall it be considered a coincidence undesigned
by God, that the decisive battle which humbled
Austria in 1866 occurred at Koniggritz ?
Evangelical pastors, whether Lutherans, Re-
formed, or Picards, as the Brethren were called
contemptuously, became especially obnoxious to
the Papists, who at length effected their removal.!

! In 1624 all had been driven from the country. Of the two
hundred who wentrinto exile, one hundred and four died within
ten years.
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To harbor one of those banished men was made a
penal offence; Protestant Bibles and other books
were burned —one Jesuit boasting that he had
thus destroyed over sixty thousand volumes;
graves were desecrated ; taxation amounting to
spoliation, and other oppressive measures con-
tinued till the population of the country was
reduced to about one fourth —from three millions
to eight hundred thousand. More than thirty
thousand families emigrated. Flourishing do-
mains became wastes, while the spiritual desola-
tion was still more appalling. Ferdinand made a
solitude, and called it peace, and received the
thanks of the Romish hierarchy as if he had
performed a meritorious feat. Economically Bo-
hemia suffered no less than Spain from the expul-
sion of the Moors, and France from the exile of
the Huguenots.:

The last bishop of this older Brethren’s Church,
Comenius, a man of superior talent, learning and
piety, has already been mentioned as a distin-
guished educator. When, in 1627, all the Protes-
tant nobility were expelled from the kingdom, he
was obliged to leave his retreat, the castle of a
friendly Bohemian baron, and with a part of his
flock to migrate into Poland. Reaching the sum-

! In the peace of Westphalia (1648) the Protestant powers
made no effort to secure a single stipulation favorable to their
co-religionists in Bohemia and Moravia, but abandoned them to
the merciless intolerance of Austria.
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mit of this very range of mountains where, in
imagination, we have stationed ourselves, he
turned for a farewell look upon that region
which had become an aceldama, kneeled with
his fellow exiles, and offered up a most fervent
prayer, beseeching God not to suffer the light of
divine truth to go out in those countries they
were leaving, but that he would there preserve a
seed to serve him. His supplication ranks among
the memorable historic prayers, such as that of
William Tyndale, who, an exile and at the stake,
offered the petition: “ O Lord, open the king of
England’s eyes.” A century afterwards it was
inscribed within the ball of the Bohemian church-
steeple at Berlin, being then regarded as a prayer
and a prophecy accomplished.*

By the close of the seventeenth century any
student of history, or observer of the times, would
have said that Protestantism had breathed its last
in Bohemia. The Brethren’s Church, subsequent
to its destruction in that country, after having
continued for nearly three quarters of a century
longer in Poland and Hungary, now had no dis-
tinct existence ; even the shadow of organization

* Comenius is a grand and venerable figure of sorrow.
Wandering, persecuted and homeless, during the terrible and
desolating Thirty Years’ War, he yet never despaired, but with
enduring truth, and strong in faith, he labored unweariedly to
prepare youth by a better education for a better future. Von
Raumer.,
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could not easily be found. The Brethren had
been banished, burned, drowned, or imprisoned in
the deep mines of Kuttenberg. What but extine-
tion may be expected when a people are outlawed
and despoiled ; when they are liable to be thrust
into dungeons or bound to the rack; when they
may be murdered with impunity; when a man’s
foes are they of his own household, nearest rela-
tives in the dread of death betraying one another?
It is only strange that this outraged church had
existed so long. Through many a dreary year
her “ witnesses prophesied, clothed in sackcloth.”

Notwithstanding public Protestantism was ex-
tinguished, the Lord still had a small remnant,
called “The Hidden Seed,” in Bohemia and
Moravia. Here and there was a Bible in a cellar,
in a hole in the wall, in a hollow log, or in a space
beneath the dog-kennel —a secret which the head
of the family would dare to make known, even to
his children, only on his death-bed. At one place
on the border line of Hungary, the farmers were
wont to go over the boundary from week to week
on Saturday, to bring hay in their carts; and
they would also bring back their pastor, con-
cealed in a load, that he might preach to them on
the Sabbath. At another village might be seen a
woodman, axe in hand, wending his way through
the forest in order to hold a service, though at the
risk of his life, among Bohemian Brethren. He
was a Hungarian pastor, and did not bid for a
larger field or a higher salary.
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All this while the Lord had his thoughts of
mercy, and his ulterior plans. Though the very
name of the Brethren had almost died out, a
breath of spring passed over the little remnant in
Bohemia and Moravia. This breathing of the
Holy Spirit from the four winds of heaven early
in the last century (1715) came into the valley of
vision at one and the same time, without concett
between the dry bones of Fulneck' in Moravia,
and Leutomischel and Landscrone in Bohemia
—one of those instances of simultaneous and
independent gracious visitation which always
betoken something special and far-reaching in
the spiritual kingdom. Christian David, a car-
penter in the village of Senftleben, a superstitious
Roman Catholic, had soul-troubles which no pen-
ances or invocation of saints could relieve. Till
twenty years of age he had not even seen a Bible;
but coming into acquaintance with some of the
Protestants who, in spite of imprisonment, would
pray and sing, whatever it cost them, and obtain-
ing a copy of the Holy Scriptures, he was savingly
taught of God. Leaving his native country, he
worked at his trade in Prussia, Lusatia and Sile-
sia, becoming meanwhile fully confirmed in the
faith. He began to make journeys back into
Moravia that he might communicate truths which

! Fulneck belonged to the parish in which Comenius had
labored, and in which afterwards was felt the influence of the
pious George Jischke.
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had brought life to his own soul. Arriving at his
native village (1717) he became acquainted with
the family of Neissers, grandchildren of a deeply
pious man, George Jischke, who, like Enoch, had
walked with God in the midst of an ungodly
Jesuit community. They were powerfully awak-
ened, and desired to emigrate. Christian David
searched long to find an asylum for them; and
was finally directed to Count Zinzendorf, who
promised to receive Moravian emigrants on his
estate at Berthelsdorf. Christian David hastens
back (1722), and two out of five brothers resolve
at once to leave house and home, a good business
and a handsome property. In the fear of betrayal
they dare not communicate their decision to
friends, though they could not refrain from ap-
prising their mother, who was so overcome as to
faint repeatedly. The next night two of the
Neissers, their wives, one son of six years, a
daughter of three, and twins only twelve weeks
old, with Jischke and a young woman, after ten
o’clock start on their pilgrimage under the guid-
ance of Christian David. He conducts them
along by-ways into Silesia, and the exiles reach
the estate of Zinzendorf, though the Count him-
self was then absent in Dresden. At the instance
of his steward and of a tutor in the Gersdorf
family at Gross-Hennersdorf, a site for them is
selected. It'was then a perfect wilderness, cov-
ered with bushes and trees ; the ground a swamp,
| 3
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and not a habitation to be seen in the vicinity.
The first blow of a woodsman’s axe was struck by
Christian David, whose tombstone is the first to
meet us on entering the cemetery at Herrnhut.
Passing through the present village in a direction
nearly. opposite to that ¢« God’s Acre,” we come to
a monument placed near the highway, in a grove.
It is the only monument of the kind to be found
throughout the region; for the Moravian Breth-
ren are not given to paying compliments either to
the living or the dead. Even this Denkstein ex-
hibits no name. The inscription runs thus: “ On
this spot was felled the first tree for the settle-
ment of Herrnhut, June 17, 1722. Psalm 84:
4[8]: ¢Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and
the swallow a nest for herself where she may lay
her young, even thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my
king and my God.’” The new settlement here
was begun just one hundred years after the de-
struction of the old Moravian church in Bohemia
and Moravia, and came to be known as Herrnhut,
the « Lord’s Watch.”

The departure of the Neissers exposed their rel-
atives who remained behind to persecution. They
were thrown into prison; one man’s house was
leveled to the ground, merely for having lodged
a Protestant; but this only reconciled them to
leave all the next year and betake themselves to
Herrnhut. Christian David revisited Moravia,
and his secret labors were attended by a remark-
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able religious awakening. Herdsmen among their
flocks spent the time in prayer and in singing
spiritual hymns; secular music was no longer
heard in the villages, and places of amusement
were abandoned. The old resort of fine, imprison-
ment and torture failed to arrest the work of grace
or to check the flight of the Brethren. Once
fairly beyond the immediate precincts of peril
from Jesuit watchfulness, they would fall on their
knees, implore divine protection, and join in a
hymn which their ancestors had composed and
. sung under similar circumstances a hundred years
before :
“ Bless’d be the day when I must roam
Far from my coantry, friends and home,
An exile poor and mean;
My fathers’ God will be my guide,
‘Will angel guards for me provide,
My soul in danger screen;
Himself will lead me to a spot,
‘Where, all my cares and griefs forgot,
I shall enjoy sweet rest;
As pants for cooling streams the hart,
I languish for my heavenly part,
For God, my refuge blest.”

Thus one group after another effected their
escape, never without greatest inconvenience,
great suffering, and often with signal interpositions
of Providence. The sacred stream, which to all
public observation was completely dried up, had
only disappeared beneath the surface; and now
at the foot of the Hutberg is a Siloam where
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it comes to light again. If Catholic potentates
and priesthood had been tolerant, the Unitas
Fratrum might never have had existence outside
of the Austrian empire. Herrnhut is the Plym-
outh Rock of the Moravians. The privations
of early settlers there were not inferior to those
of our fathers, nor was their cheerfulness under
those privations inferior. Yes, here is the cradle
of a Renewed Church; here the administrative
center of that community bearing the corporate
name of Unitas Fratrum, which for a century and
a half, notwithstanding its wide dispersjon, has
remained singularly united; and in proportion to
numbers and resources, has continued loyal, be-
yond any other religious body, to the true idea of
gospel promulgation. Her evangelism is her life
and glory, prosecuted as it has been in regions
and under circumstances most forbidding. What-
ever else of value may have resulted from the
Bohemian reformation, or may now remain in that
country, this was the jewel.r

On the map of Europe Herrnhut is an almost
invisible point. In the chart of modern history,
the affairs of Bohemia and Moravia, two among
the many constituencies of the Austrian Empire,
do not occupy a large space. Why then this
review of such antecedents? Because history is
not a rope of sand, a mere aggregation of facts.

t Die Perle der bohmischen Reformation. Czerwenka I, Vor
xi.
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Herrnhut is a result, not simply a beginning. No
isolated beginning can be found this side of Eden.
The Unitas Fratrum, in its missionary develop-
ment, has continuity with former generations and
with the other side of the Giant Mountains. That
long and bitter schooling of Moravian Brethren,
with its four distinct persecutions, had preparatory
reference to a work which is now upon the second
century of its noble fulfillment. Severity of disci-
pline imparted Christian firmness and transpar-
ency. Upon their character, patterns of self-sacri-
fice and endurance, traced like figures on their own
beautiful Bohemian glass, were made permanent in
the furnace of fiery trials.
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COUNT ZINZENDOREF.

FIRST-RATE men are a formative power in their
times; second-rate men are formed by their times.
No great movement in society or in the church
takes place without a superior mind to lead and
give it shape. Whenever God would set in
motion a far-reaching enterprise, whenever he
would bring about a reformation, political, philan-
thropic or religious, he raises up some agent
specially fitted for the work. Is Holland to be
liberated, or Italy reunited? William the Silent
and Count Cavour appear on the stage. When
evangelical religion is to be revived in England,
prison discipline to be reformed, the slave-trade
abolished, the Order of Deaconesses restored,
and the “Inner Mission” established, White-
field and Wesley, Howard, Clarkson, Fliedner,
Wichern are at hand. To this category be-
longs Count Zinzendorf. If persistence in lofty
aims, if unflagging zeal for the highest good of
others, if consecration to the ministry of Chris-
tian ideas in advance of one’s age, if imparting
a valuable impulse and impress which abide
through generations constitute greatness, then
was he, despite of certain imperfections and mis-

41)
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takes, a great man. Abuse did not sour him, nor
did difficulties daunt him. Though he stands at
the head of Moravian writers, his life is greater
than his writings; it has proved germinant and
fruitful. He was not only a statesman, an eccle-
siastical administrator, a poet and preacher, but
also a missionary. As his influence upon the
Renewed Church of the United Brethren at the
outset of their foreign work was in a high degree
plastic, satisfactory acquaintance with their mis-
sions requires that we make his character and
course a study.

Belonging to an Austrian house of high an-
tiquity, Count Zinzendorf could look back upon
twenty generations to the founder, Ehrenhold.
It was one of twelve families on which, in the
eleventh century, the Austrian dynasty depended
for support. His grandfather, in leaving Austria
for conscience sake, left all his estates behind him.
ITis father entered the service of the Elegtor of
Saxony at Dresden, and died six months after the
birth’ of this son, May 26, 1700. He was a man
of decided plety. Spener, the Electress of Sax-
ony and the Electress Palatinate stood as sponsors
to the child at his baptism. Upon the second
marriage of his mother, Zinzendorf, while yet a
mere child, was left to the care of his grand-
mother, the Baroness von Gersdorf, who lived in
the Castle of Gross-Hennersdorf, from which
Herrnhut is distant only a league. We will
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linger a moment at the old ancestral pile, as it
now stands. It is sadly dilapidated. A forester
occupies a part of the basement on one side of
the court. Silence and decay-reign in the halls.
We are shown the window, out of which when
a boy, Zinzendorf, with childlike simplicity, tossed
letters addressed to the Saviour, telling him how
his heart felt toward him, in the hope that his
heavenly Friend might find them. At that time,
a century and three quarters ago, this manorial
seat was the abode of comfort, and a certain
amount of elegance and opulence.

The chief ornament of the place was the Bar-
oness von Gersdorf. A woman of superior mind
and culture, she read the Bible in its original
languages, composed hymns in German and Latin,
and in the last-named language carried on corre-
spondence with Spener, Franke, Von Canstein
and other learned men. Her Christian character,
decided in its tone, took on the type of Pietism
in its initial and better period. An aunt who
was also in the family, prayed with the lad morn-
ing and evening. His earliest boyhood revealed
noteworthy traits, for even at that period he
began to hold intimate communion with the Lord
Jesus, a practice which continued through life.
When the army of Charles XII of Sweden was
in Saxony, a party of soldiers intruding them-
selves into the Castle of Hennersdorf, and into
the room where the Count, only six years old,
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was at prayer, were so impressed by the earnest-
ness of his devotions that they paused in silence,
and soon withdrew. It was in his fourth year
that he began earnestly to seek after God; and
while yet a child he framed a covenant which ran
thus: “Be thou mine, dear Saviour, and I will
be thine;” and it was often renewed afterwards.
His chief delight seemed to be in showing kind-
ness to others; and he would deem nothing valu-
able to himself which another needed more.

At ten years of age Zinzendorf entered the
Royal Paedagogium of Halle, then under the care
of Augustus Hermann Franke. Here his habits
of devotion and his interest in practical benevo-
lence gained further strength. So active had he
been in establishing circles for prayer, that on
leaving Halle (1716) he handed Professor Franke
a list of seven such societies. Religious activity
had not interfered with his studies, for at that
age, sixteen, he could compose a Greek oration,
and speak extemporaneously in Latin, on subjects
given out at the time. He next joined the Uni-
versity of Wittenberg, the design of an uncle who
had charge of his education being to withdraw
him from the religious atmosphere of Halle, which
it was feared might indispose him for the worldly
position then in mind. Family friends anticipat-
ing for him civil promotion such as his father
had achieved, the young Count was matriculated
as student of jurisprudence. That course being
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distasteful, he desired to devote himself to Bibli-
cal studies; yet yielded dutifully to the com-
mands of relatives. In the comparative seclusion
and want of Christian fellowship at Wittenberg,
his inner experience became for a time more legal-
istic; he fell into somewhat rigorous asceticism,
devoting much time to fasting, and whole nights
to prayer, as did Wesley and Whitefield a few
years later at Oxford ; while the religious frater-
nities which he had formed at the P®dagogium
also remind us of the Oxford Methodists. Zin-
zendorf gave himself, however, with much industry
to his studies, and before leaving the University
delivered lectures to some young men on the civil
law. Although a youth of only eighteen, he
attempted to mediate between the contending
theologians of Wittenberg and Halle ; his media-
tion was accepted; and but for the needless
interference of his private tutor, important results
might have followed. Such a character, such a
development was all the more remarkable, consid-
ering the class to which he belonged, and the age
in which he lived, that of a century and a half
ago. “In these corrupt times,” said Spener, it
seems to men well-nigh impossible to bring up
children, especially of the higher rank, as Chris-
tians.”

Between two and three years having been spent
at Wittenberg in the study of law, theology,
Hehrew and related departments, he began his
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travels, which according to the custom of the day,
constituted a necessary part of the education of
a young nobleman. The tour then made both
disclosed and confirmed his traits. Holland and
France were the countries principally to be vis-
ited. Aware that powerful temptations would
await him, he resolved firmly to maintain his
Christian position, and hence wrote —a sugges-
tive declaration for young tourists —«“If the
object of my being sent to France is to make me
a man of the world, I declare that this is money
thrown away; for God will, in his goodness,
preserve in me the desire to live only for Jesus
Christ.” His soul seemed to be uniformly lifted
above earthly things. In the Diisseldorf Gallery
of paintings his attention was drawn, with marked
effect, to a wonderfully expressive FEecce Homo,
over which were the words:
“This have I done for thee :
‘What doest thou for me 2”3

On his nineteenth birthday he arrived a¢
Utrecht, and there spent some months in attend-
ing lectures in the law department and also in the
study of medicine. Thence he went to France.
The Count’s noble birth entitled him to admission
into the higher circles of Parisian society; in
person and manners he was sufficiently attractive

! Hoc feci pro te,
Quid facis pro me?
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to be sought for; yet would he make no com-
promise of Christian consistency ; would neither
gamble nor dance at court, nor become intimate
with any one who appeared unworthy of confi-
dence. “Good evening, Count,” said a Duchess;
“were you at the opera last evening?” . ¢No,
madame,” he replied, “I have no time to go to
the opera.” An attempt was made by Cardinal
de Noailles, Archbishop of Paris, to convert him
to the Roman Catholie faith ; but the young man
did not waver any more than when the same
thing was attempted previously at the Hague.
Others tried to corrupt - his morals; but no
blandishments and no arguments could make
him swerve from his loyalty to simple scripture
truths, which had been well weighed and settled
in his convictions. Such institutions as the Hotel
Dieu were far more attractive to him than the
splendors of Versailles. ¢ Oh, brilliant wretched-
ness!”* he exclaims, a8 some others have done
on leaving Paris.

His strong desire, cherished from childhood,
was to devote himself exclusively to the cause
of Christ;? and during a visit at Halle, he was
offered the position which had been held by the
deceased Baron von Canstein, who .established
the first institution for circulating the Bible ; but

3 O splendida miseria !
2 Ich habe von Kindheit auf ein Feuer in meinen Beinen dis
swige Gottheit Jesus zu predigen. Theol. Bedenk, (1742),122.
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his relatives would not listen to this. They had
destined him for the service of the king of Sax-
ony; and his principle of filial obedience, a prin-
ciple much stronger then and now in Germany
than in our country, led to the sacrifice of his
own preferences without a murmur. Yielding
to family pressure, he accepted the position of
Aulic and Justicial Counselor at Dresden. The
Saxon Court under Augustus the Strong was
a center where any man of piety would not fail
to have his righteous soul vexed. When he en-
tered upon this high position, Zinzendorf’s chief
solicitude was the safety of his own soul and the
salvation of others. He became a Daniel at
court, keeping the windows of his chamber open
towards Jerusalem. Faithful in civil trusts, he
was yet chiefly assiduous in testifying to the grace
of God in-Jesus Christ. Religious meetings were
held at his house with open doors; and a singular
spectacle it was, to see a young man wearing a
sword as a badge of his rank, yet preaching the
gospel of peace. Seekers of salvation were the
persons whom he chiefly sought; and no barrier
could keep him away from those, whatever their
social position, who loved the Lord Jesus.
- Against the advice of friends, and with the
known, disapprobation of king and court, he
declined to attend upon the fashionable amuse-
ments of Dresden. Desire for civil promotion
bad no place in his heart; indeed he pleaded




1EOT. I3 OOUNSELOR AND EDUCATOR. 46

against it. While at Dresden he also occupied
leisure hours with editing a periodical called The
German Socrates, in which he reproved the preju-
dices and immoralities of his fellow-citizens. The
time had now come for the Count to enter form-
ally upon the possession of his paternal inherit-
ance; but as difficulties arose relating to sums
due on certain of his estates, he waived his right,
rather than resort to litigation; and then, pur-
chasing Berthelsdorf, received homage as lord of
the manor (May 19, 1722). The revenue from
this manor he set apart in aid of the Moravians;
and as might be expected, was intent upon the
religious welfare of his vassals on the newly-
acquired estate.

Resigning his place at the Saxon Court, Zinzen-
dorf was now at liberty to follow the bent of his
heart. Those impoverished exiles from Bohemia,
of whom a sketch was given in the previous lec-
ture, enlisted his lively sympathies. Much time
was devoted to their spiritual instruction and
comfort; nor did he shrink from the humblest
services. This congregation of fugitives he
regarded as “a parish destined for him from -
eternity ;” and never did a band of Christian
fugitives find more generous or more efficient
guardianship. Their ecclesiastical constitution,
their social relations and habits in their new
home were yet to be formed; and his hand,
guided by ardent piety, became apparent in the

4
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constitution, usages and spirit of the young
colony. The arrangement of choirs, so called —
a distribution of the community into separate
classes — and of religious meetings, fast days,
love feasts and night watches; a system for con-
tinuous prayer, after the manner of the Accemite
of the fifth century, and for the instruction of
young men, were among matters that engaged
his devout interest. The second Saturday of
each month was devoted to supplication for
children.

The first settlement of exiles from Bohemia on
Zinzendorf’s estate took place in his absence; his
connection with them was purely providential,
and the direction which he sought to give their
affairs. was not the result of any previous plan,
but such an outgrowth of divine ordering as led
him ever afterward to pronounce it the work of
God. The Count’s earliest personal introduction
among the Brethren occurred during a visit to
the. estate on his marriage tour. Evening had
come; and while passing, he notices a light in a
dwelling which had been built during his ab-

1Dr. Philip Doddridge, in a letter to Dr. Samuel Clark
(1737), speaking of Zinzendorf and the Moravians, makes numer-
ous mistakes, and among them this: they “were discovered
by their unknown Lord of the Manor, the Count, as he rode one
morning hunting.” Correspondence and Diary, I1I, 262. There
is not the slightest foundation in fact for this statement; and
yet it has as much foundation as the allegations in sundry
other writers which reflect upon the Count.
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sence. Being told that it was the house of the
refugees from Moravia, he leaves the carriage,
enters, gives them a hearty welcome, and then
kneels with them in earnest prayer, commending
them to God.

In 1787 Zinzendorf was ordained a bishop of the
Moravian Church. In his former capacity, that -
of deacon or catechist, he labored subordinately
to Pastor Rothe, whom he had himself presented
to the living of Berthelsdorf, a Lutheran Church,
and within whose parish Herrnhut was at that
time included. But as Superintendent or Warden,
Zinzendorf had a responsibility for Moravians not
only at this, their center, but in the various settle-
ments which from time to time sprang up in differ-
ent parts of the continent. Discordant elements
had come together. There were fugitive colonists
of different nationalities, with no resources, but
with convictions deeply fixed ; while to them were
added accessions of floating dissentients from the
then prevailing spirit and life of Germany, many
of them as narrow-minded as they were devout.
In one instance, on receiving a number of persons
to the church, Zinzendorf found that no two of
them belonged to the same nationality, one being
a native of Poland, another of Hungary, a third
of Switzerland, the fourth an Englishman, the fifth
‘a Swede, the sixth a Livonian and the seventh
a German. To fuse materials so diverse into
an harmonious body required consummate tact
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and patience. Nothing less than his Christian
love could furnish the needed solvent. His plan,
however, was not to organize a distinct sect, but
to gather little circles or communities of renewed
persons — ecclesiole in ecclesia, an Israel within
Israel — much after the ideas of Spener, ideas
which governed the early Wesleyan practice in
England, so long as avowed separation from the
Established Church was discountenanced. He dis-
couraged formal withdrawment from the Lu-
theran or the Reformed Church, but aimed to
win souls to Christ, and to build them up in faith
and love within existing communities.* Colonies
or communities of the Unitas Fratrum were to
some extent encouraged by ruling powers; and
wherever formed, Zinzendorf sought acquaintance
with the individual members, and labored dili-
gently for their good, as well as for a wise admin-
istration of the entire body. Distasteful and
repulsive surroundings never dampened his zeal.
The Ronneberg Castle, * for instance, was a place
so forbidding that his friend Christian David
advised against going there. ¢“Have you not
been in Greenland, Christian?” said the Count.
“Yes, if it were only Greenland!” replied his
friend. He took up his abode there for a time;

! The circumstances under which Herrnhut originated for-
bade making a creed the basis of union; Christian love rather
than doctrine became the vital bond.

¢ Thirty-five miles from Frankfort-on-the-Main.
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and at once set about providing religious instruc-
tion for the rude and neglected people of the
neighborhood. He established schools for poor
children, whom he clothed and fed at his own
expense. But his fidelity as a witness to Christ’s
cross and crown was not limited to the humble;
he testified before kings. To a royal princess
of Denmark he said (1781): ¢ Christians are
God’s people, begotten of his Spirit, obedient to
him, enkindled by his fire; his blood is their
glory. Before the majesty of the betrothed of
God, kingly crowns grow pale; a hut to them
becomes a palace. Sufferings under which heroes
would pine are gladly borne by loving hearts
which have grown strong through the cross.”

At Herrnhut and elsewhere, revivals of marked
character sometimes occurred, one such in 1727,
when, after a good deal of discussion, a remark-
able spirit of love and union was manifested.
«“The whole place,” says Zinzendorf, ¢repre-
sented truly a visible tabernacle of God among
men, and till the thirteenth of August there was
nothing to be seen and heard but joy and glad-
ness; then this uncommon joy subsided, and a
calmer sabbatic period succeeded.” A marked
simultaneous experience was noted by certain
Brethren at the Orphan House in Sablat, begin-
ning on the same day. '

In journeying from place to place, and at differ-
ent resting places, Zinzendorf sometimes had a
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retinue of fifty persons, his immediate family,
associates in office, religious helpers and other
attendants, constituting a Pilgrim .or Missionary
Church,* a “church in the house,” ‘which main-
tained regular religious worship as well as en-
gaged in local Christian work. This was every-
where an ¢ Inner Mission,” a home mission, though
a very expensive arrangement,

Wherever he was, the Count improved oppor-
tunities for preaching. His delight was to bear
witness to the love of Christ, and to enlarge upon
some essential point of vital religion, which enters
alike into the experiegge of every spiritually-
minded Christian. A suggestion by him to other
ministers was well - observed by himself: ¢In
order to preach- aright,” says the Count, ¢take
three looks before every sermon: one at the depth
of thy wretchedness, another at the depth of
bhuman wretchedness all around thee, and-a third
at the love of God in Jesus; so that, empty of
self, and full of compassion towards. thy fellow-
men; thou mayest be able to administer God’s
comfort to souls,” .- His sermons, always extem-

!The literal translation of the German name Pilger-gemeine,
the one adopted by Count Zinzendorf, is a congregation of pil-
grims; but as the use of the term is more limited in the English
than 'in the German language, and conseguently liable.te:be
misunderstood by an English reader, the author hassubstituted
the word Missionary, which in its present application containg
a more correct idea of this institution. Holmes’s Hi:tory, 1, 265,
note.
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poraneous and never written out by himself,
were often taken down in short-hand quite inac-
curately; and being published without revision,
sometimes did him great injustice. There were
occasions when he discoursed with great power,
and hearers were affected to tears. In Berlin,
the street where such meetings were held was
often lined with coaches. Those discourses, trans-
lated into various languages and widely scattered,
would authorize the Count to say: ¢ Berlin was
only my pulpit; the sermons are for all the
world.” Zinzendorf aimed to keep close to the
Bible; in later years he read but few other
books. “The theology of blood” was a phrase
of his own, and the great atoning sacrifice con-
tinued to be his principal theme of discourse. To
the spirit of religious extravagance — amounting,
indeed, to a practical monomania at the *Sifting
Period,” so called (1744-1749) — he unwittingly
contributed ; but no sooner was that tendency
discovered than he set about correcting the evil;
and the complete recovery of himself and the
Brethren from such an infection is a rare in-
stance of the kind, and shows a prevailing sound-
ness of heart and understanding.

We must linger for a little on that brief .period
to which allusion has been made. The theology
of Zinzendorf and of the Unitus Fratrum, then
at least, was too much a theology of feeling.
Dwelling sometimes almost excessively on the
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sufferings of Christ and on the purely physical
accompaniments of those sufferings; concentrat-
ing thought thereon, and in a fanciful manner;
not duly considering the balanced method, the
sobriety of Scripture representation, they fell into
the use of imagery and phraseology that were
nauseous to men of sound sense and correct
taste. A stream of sentimentalism, maudlin and
puerile, was poured forth for a time. Exaggerated
and ill-directed emotion issued finally in a sort
of infectious fanaticism. It was like the disease
known as fatty degeneration of the heart; and
it spread for awhile into many of the continental
communities, measurably also to those of Eng-
land, though not to communities in our own
country.

That brief period of deterioration carries with
it a warning for all other Christian communities
and assemblies, relative to indulgence in over-
wrought feeling, and to excessive use of sensuous
imagery. The Bible is the most thoroughly con-
servative book in the world, and its esthetic
tone is most divinely healthful ; but its benign
power resides in the contents as a whole, not in
any pet passage, and especially not in a distorted
setting forth of one truth, however valuable, apart
from scriptural and logical limitations. On the
other hand, how much will the Lord overlook in
a church or an individual holding to the prime
fact of salvatlon through our adorable Redeemer
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alone, and of vital union by faith to him, & union
evinced practically in the life ! )

It should be kept in mind that none have criti-
cised or deplored that season of mawkish enthu-
siasm more than Moravians themselves; yet it
helped to create a permanent prejudice. Not
much, however, is it to the credit of men in other
communions that they should continue to fling in
the face of a church — which now for more than
a century has held on its way in irreproachable
sobriety—as a living blemish, that which was
buried so long ago, and over whose moss-covered
tombstone none grieve more sincerely than the
men of Herrnhut themselves. Extremely unfair
is it to adduce the hymns of that exceptional
endemic, in proof of permanent maladies among
the United Brethren. Imperfectly as Robert
Southey, for example, could appreciate Wesley
and the Methodists, still less could he appreciate
Zinzendorf and the Moravians. But nothing is
more spicy, more difficult to arrest, than popular
calumny ; nothing dies so hard a death.

In London some of the early Moravians, from
1789 to 1749, were not the most favorable repre-
sentatives of the life and spirit of Herrnhut. A
portion of them fell into Antinomianism and by
anticipation into Plymouth Brethrenism. They
indulged in sentimentalities, became self-involved,
self-conceited, censorious; were greatly lacking
in breadth and Christian manliness. They were
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a different set of men from those with whom
Wesley crossed the Atlantic in 1736, whose per-
fect composure and whose song of praise amidst
a terrific storm, when the English passengers
were -screaming with terror, so impressed him.
Nor were a majority of those in England at that
period fair specimens of the community at Ma-
rienborn, as it was when Wesley wrote to his
brother Samuel (1788): ¢ God has given me at
length the desire of my heart. I am with a
church whose conversation is in heaven; in
whom i8 the mind that was in Christ, and who
so walk as he walked. As they have all one
Lord and one- faith, so they are all partakers of
one Spirit—the Spirit of meekness and love,
which uniformly and continually animates all
their conversation.” Nor did the- English Mora-
vians of the decade now spoken of illustrate the
sobriety of the parent community at Herrnhut,
to which, after his return from the Continent, he
wrote: - “Glory be to God, even the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, for giving me to be an
eye-witness of your faith, and love, and holy con-
versation in Christ Jesus!”*

At a later date difficulties arose; and Wesley,
not without reason, severed his connection with
the United Brethren in England. Whitefield, in

'His visit to Herrnhut no doubt suggested to Wesley the
fove feasts, division of members into classes, and class meetings,
which he not long after adopted.
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his customary haste of judgment, wrote criticisms
which he might better have withheld. It was
unfortunate that the whole body of the Moravians
should come under consequent cemsure. Two
such men as Zinzendorf and Wesley, men of com-
manding talent, of great independence, of great
will-power, and both born te rule, seldom get on
well together, for any length of time, this side of
New Jerusalem. It was Greek meeting Greek.
The former carried a noble, genial countenance
which, with his. person and majestic bearing,
would attraet notice on the streets of Berlin,
Amsterdam and London. Under all his humility,
which was genuine, you could still see the Ger-
man nobleman. At times, though not often, he
seemed imperious and harsh. He was impressible
and impulsive. John Wesley was marvelously
self-poised ; had rare perspicacity; had clear-cut
Anglo-Saxon sense, - which needs much grace
when it has to deal with mystic Germanism.
Each had a purpose, compact and consistent;
each by his position was obliged to be autocratic ;
but Wesley exacted the more unqualified sub-
mission. That feature of administration, required
at the time in each case, would not now be toler-
ated in either. To a high degree Zinzendorf pos-
sessed the power of organizing men; Wesley the
power of organizing men and ideas; Whitefield
possessed neither in any unusual measure. ‘Wes-
ley was a theologian; Zinzendorf was not. The
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writings of the one are characterized by great
purity and precision of style; the other’s writings
are sometimes obscure, often bizarre. ‘But let this
dead past remain in its tomb. Was all New Eng-
land tainted with the vagaries of Anne Hutchin-
son? Or, had that been true, would it detract
from the present soundness and sobriety of our
churches, after the lapse of two hundred and fifty
years? Was it a legitimate petition of the Psalm-
ist: “Oh, Lord! remember not the sins of my
youth;” and may not every church in Christen-
dom well pray that the mistakes of their early
days be not remembered against them by sister
churches ?*

The Count’s authorship was prolific —about
a hundred and fifty publications making their
appearance, chiefly in the German language,
though sundry tracts were in Latin, French and
English. His style, that of the period, often
exhibits an admixture of terms from classical and
modern languages. His writings bear the stamp

tIn the providence of God it was well that Seifferth dis-
suaded Wesley from joining the Moravian church in Georgia,
telling him that God had given him a different calling in which
he might become more useful. But it is particularly unfortu-
nate that Wesley in his day, and that in our day Tyerman,
anthor of the excellent work, Life and Times of Jokn Wesley,
should, like some others, give credence to a pamphlet by Henry
Rimius, entitled, A Candid Narrative of the Rise and Progress of
the Herrnhutters, etc. Rimius was a bitter and untruthful enemy
of the Unitas Fratrum.
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of originality; yet owing in part to the vividness
of his imagination, are not free from singularities
and irregularities. Zinzendorf is the Charles
Wesley of the United Brethren and of Germany
in his time; his poetical effusions number more
than two thousand. Beginning at twelve years
of age, he composed hymns with the greatest
ease; indeed, would not unfrequently extem-
porize one in connection with worship; and —
what is yet more singular — he could easily sing
extemporaneous hymns without previous reflec-
tion, and was known to improvise eight in a
single day. Such a habit could not fail to be-
come a snare; carelessness with regard to poetic
form and finish was inevitable. Yet it must be
confessed that few have tuned the harp to a more
fervid celebration of redeeming love.

His imagination, lively though not perfectly
disciplined, drew him toward the mystical, and
but for a quick discernment, and his concentrated
practical . spirit, might have betrayed him into
wild excess. Versatile in genius, his career some-
times bordering upon the romantic, the Count
still showed statesmanlike qualities. He under-
stood men, and had a wide acquaintance with
princes, noblemen, university professors, as well
as peasants and artisans, persons of divergent
belief and various nationalities; and his vigorous
pursuit of definite benevolent aims kept him from
wasting strength in visionary schemes. His in-



62 MORAVIAN MISSIONS. [LECT. 110

dustry was indefatigable. Even during the last
four months of his life, with bodily powers much
reduced, he delivered one hundred and twenty
discourses, besides composing hymns and attend-
ing to various duties. The minute superintend-
ence of communities numerous and widely sepa-
rated—in Germany, where were eleven, in Russia,
Norway, Denmark, Holland, Switzerland, England,
not to mention missionary stations that were
multiplying —and the direction of interests so
various, ecclesiastical, civil, educational, financial,
did not prevent patient labor with individuals.
Journeying or stationary, on land or on shipboard,
he still looked for opportunities to lead particular
souls to Christ.

As regards pecuniary concerns, Zinzendorf did
not practice due caution. Confiding in others,
sometimes in those who were incompetent or
indiscreet; generous almost to a fault, he allowed
himself to come under obligations beyond his
means; and so his estate became heavily encum-
bered. The Count’s own habits were anything
but self-indulgent, immediate personal expenses
not exceeding fifty pounds a year.* No one
could be farther removed than Zinzendorf from
hypocrisy, and from attempts at concealing his
own defects. Once perceived by himself, his

?“No one can say,” he remarked late in life, “ that I have
made myself rich. For many years I have not been worth a
hundred Thalers at one time.”
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errors and mistakes were readily acknowledged.
He exhibited an unusual combination of gentle
kindliness and firmness. Like Athanasius contra
mundum, Zinzendorf, in matters of principle and
of comscience, fulfilled the family motto, “I yield
to none; neither to one, nor to all.”* «If God
will employ me in his kingdom, I will bid defiance
to the whole world ;” so he spoke, so he acted.
He was not a vehement disputant, but usually
respected the opinions of others; and for a man
in his position, not averse to the exercise of power,
nor to the energetic maintenance of official juris-
diction, he was unusually tolerant. A friend of
religious liberty and an enemy of persecution, his
sympathies in behalf of the injured were always
prompt.

Never was a man more thoroughly calumniated.
Good men sometimes distrusted and abused him;
while the enemies of a cross-bearing piety poured
forth streams of envenomed libels. ¢It.was just
as it frequently happens,” said Bishop Spangen-
berg, « in small towns, when any one cries ¢ Fire |’
many people run out of their houses into the
streets and also cry ‘Fire!’ often without know-
ing whether there is a fire, or where it is.” . The
Bishop counted up accusations amounting to
more than seventeen hundred, which, together
with the answers and appendices, were printed

- 8 Feh weiche nicht, nicht einem, nicht allen.
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in three quarto volumes (1751). King Freder-
ick William of Prussia, having been prejudiced
against him, made personal investigation con-
tinuing through five days, and then declared that
the Count’s only crime was that, being a person
of noble rank, he had devoted himself to the
ministry. ¢ The devils in hell,” said the mon-
arch, ¢“could not have fabricated worse lies.”
“Towers are measured,” says a Chinese prov-
erb, “by their shadows, and great men by those
who are envious of them.”

But how did Zinzendorf bear slander? While
few have encountered a greater amount of de-
traction, still fewer have borne it with a temper
more truly Christian. Personal attacks he passed
by, to repel attacks upon the loyalty of Herrn-
hut and upon truth and evangelical Christian-
ity. As regards the intrusion of civil govern-
ment into the domain of religious belief, he was
far in advance of his times; and, naturally,
advocates of the divine right of kings and
the union of Church and State, pronounced his
views to be subversive of the State. Even a ten
years’ banishment from his estates and from
Herrnhut, the center of his official and affection-
ate interest, procured through false accusations
by his enemy, Count Briihl, called forth no invec-
tives and no wailings. Reputation might suffer;
character shone all the brighter. His forbearance
and meekness under injuries were truly Christ-
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like; and he was finally vindicated. In the
drawing-room of Hennersdorf, there met, in the
year 1749, a Royal Commission sent down by
the Saxon government at Zinzendorf’s request.
It was the third commission of the kind. Every
facility was afforded for inquiry into the doc-
trines and manner of life at Herrnhut, and into
the Count’s relations to the Brethren. As in
each previous instance, Zinzendorf and the Mora-
vians were completely exonerated; and one of
his bitterest opponents, who had publicly ma-
ligned him, became an ardent friend.

It should be stated, however, that the Count
lived and acted under much excitement; that
his mental operations were rapid; his decisions
quickly formed; and, whatever might stand in
the way, he went straight to the execution of
them. Occasional excess and indiscretion were
matters of course. But all men of strong char-
acter and of independent opinions must have
peculiarities, not to say eccentricities, in the eye
of the average man.* Men devoid of genius,
phlegmatic, governed by selfish prudence or by
the dominant worldliness of that age, were sure
to discern only singularities in his conduct. To
turn one’s back on the gayeties of court, surren-
dering civil dignities, making one’s self all things

Il wappartient qu’auz grands hommes d’avoir de grands dé¢fauts
La Rochefoucauld.
b
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to all men that he might save some, was too
apostolic and too strange a thing then not to-be
deemed a proof of mental unsoundness. To the
average Christian in any decayed church such a
character will seem an offensive enigma. Thanks
that in our day it is no anomaly for a nobleman
to devote himself to evangelistic labors! We are
glad to be contemporary with Lord Radstock,
Lord Carrick, Lord Kintore, Lord Polwarth, Lord
Alfred Churchill, brother of the Duke of Marl-
borough, Lord Adalbert Cecil, brother of the
"Marquis of Exeter, and the Earl of Cavan, who,
though unordained, have engaged in the work of
preaching.

Preéminently was Zinzendorf a man of faith
and prayer; but devotion to Christ is the chief
jewel in that crown which must be awarded to
him. Intimate communion with the Lord Jesus
and loyalty to him characterized the Count from
childhood onward. At the dawn of manhood he
wrote: “I would rather be despised and hated
for the sake of Jesus, than be beloved for my own
sake.” At a later period: “I am, as ever, a poor
sinner, a captive of eternal love, running by the
side of His triumphal chariot, and have no desire
to be anything else as long as I live.” «I lLave
one passion,” he exclaims in a sermon at Herrn-
hut, “and it is He, He alone!” —a motto which
the late Professor Tholuck, on entering the.de-
partment of Divinity at Halle, adopted as his
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own — Ich hab’ eine Passion, und die est Ev,
nur Er. Toil and obloquy could not make him
other than a happy man. As on his journey to
the Russian Province of Livonia so might he
often have testified: ¢ All the way to Riga I
swam in peace and joy in the Lord, and walked
on the shores of the Baltic with a delighted
heart.”

Such was Count Zinzendorf, one of the most
remarkable personages of modern times. Unos-
tentatious in spirit, his life dramatic, he was the
Protestant Loyola of that day; in his remarkable
career supremely devoted to the only Mediator
between God and men. He was founder and
leader, true to one high aim from childhood till
the day of his death, at threescore years (1760).
Ignatius Loyola once said to Xavier: ¢ Eternity
alone, Francis, is sufficient for such a heart as
yours; its kingdom of glory alone is worthy of
it. Be ambitious; be magnanimous; but level
at the loftiest mark.” Moved by the Holy
Spirit, Nicholas von Zinzendorf, when a youth of
nineteen, could say: ¢Eternity alone fills my
thoughts;” and at the same age, amidst the
seductions of foreign travel, he adopts for his
motto Liternitati.*

We turn to the Count’s more immediate
part in Moravian evangelistic movements. That

8 Le Comte de Zinzendorf, par Felix Bovet. Liv. Prem.
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which gave unity and grandeur to his life was
an absorbing, persistent missionary zeal. While
in the family of Professor Franke at Halle, he
had opportunities to hear religious intelligence,
and occasional opportunities to become acquaint-
ed with missionaries. From the time of entering
school in Halle, at ten years of age, he formed
successive associations of youths like-minded with
himself, one of which took the name, Senfkorn-
Orden —*“The Order of the Grain of Mustard-
Seed.” Its members pledged themselves to con-
fess Christ faithfully, to exercise love toward
their neighbors, and to seek the conversion of
others, both Jews and the heathen. The badge
of the Senfkorn-Orden was a shield, with an
Eecce Homo, and the inscription, *His wounds
our healing.” Among their insignia was a ring
with this motto, *“ None of us liveth to himself
alone.” The very first article of that youthful
confederation shows the bent of his heart, and
was a prophecy of his future: “The members
of our society will love the whole human family.”
During the stay of our young Count in Holland,
he was making inquiries about unevangelized
nations. In the history of foreign missions is
there a fact more significant than that, years
before Herrnhut had name or existence, a lad
of fifteen, in a German University town, should
be divinely led to entertain such thoughts —
thoughts so foreign to the prevailing church spirit
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of that period, and usually so foreign to this
period of life, especially among the class in society
to which young Zinzendorf belonged ?

Noteworthy, also, is the fact of a coincidence
in the year 1716.. That was the year when a
revival breath from heaven passed simultaneously
aver towns wholly disconnected and remote from
one another, in Moravia and Bohemia. The all-
wise God had Herrnhut in mind; and, in his
gracious designs, Herrnhut was to be the cradle
of missions. The men, humble, ill-informed,
whom Divine Providence was preparing to guide-
thither as exiles, would require the influence of
a superior, cultured, consecrated mind, so bread-
ened as to take the headship of & new community
which was to have its seat in Upper Lusatia, but
to have its missions at the ends of the earth. For
& prepared people, a prepared leader would be
needed. At the very hour of spiritual quicken-
ing in those Tzech towns, this German youth of
noble birth and high promise is under an inward
impulse to attempt the salvation of many souls;
and with a companion like-minded, the Baron
von Watteville, he enters. into a covenant con-
cerning the conversion of the heathen, and espe-
cially such heathen as no one else would regard.
For that period they were the men of the Will-
iamstown haystack.

When Zinzendorf married it was “in the Lord,”
and with the concentrated purpose of making
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domestic life auxiliary to his well-defined Chris-
tian aim. Concerning the Countess about to
become his fiancée, he wrote: “She will have to
cast all ideas of rank and quality to the winds, as
I have done; for they are not things of divine
institution, but inventions of human vanity. If
she wishes to aid me she must give herself to
what is the sole object of my life; namely, to
win souls to Christ, and that in the midst of
-contempt and reproach.” Upon their affiance
they covenanted to stand ready, at a moment’s
warning from the Lord, to enter upon mission
work, prepared to meet all the obloquy it in-
volved.* In the Countess Erdmuth Dorothea,
sigter of his friend Henry XXIX, Count of Reuss,
Zinzendorf found one fully in accord with his own
religious sympathies, and fitted to codperate in
the noble work before him. Like his grandfather,
who, in leaving Austria for the truth’s sake, left
earthly possessions behind him, he himself accept-
ed the royal mandate of banishment (1786) in
the firm belief that God’s providence would make
his exile subservient to the interests of the church
and to the spread of the gospel. The result con-
firmed his conviction. ¢ That place,” said he,
giving utterance to a beautiful sentiment — ¢ that

1The covenant entered into with his bride, on the day of
marriage, ran thus: Auf des Herrn Wink alle Stunden den Pil-
gerstab in die Hand zu nehmen, und zu den Heiden zu gehen, um
.ihnen den Heiland zu predigen.
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place is our proper home where we have the
greatest opportunity of laboring for our Sav-
iour. Now we must collect a missionary con-
gregation, and train laborers to go forth into all
the world and preach Christ and his salvation.”
An educational .institution was established in
the Wetterau (1739), and it called forth Zin-
zendorf’s hearty interest. It had special refer-
ence to mission work, and in his congregation
were forty students from Jena, the greater part
of whom became missionaries or preachers at
home.

The year (1727) in which Zinzendorf obtained
leave of absence from the Court of Saxony, and
devoted himself more entirely to the interests of
the Unitas Fratrum, was to them a year of mem-
orable refreshing from on high; and also the year -
when four evangelistic movements were made by
them on the Continent of Europe — to Voigtland,
Saalfeld, Denmark and Hungary. The next year
more distant countries, Lapland, Turkey -and
Ethiopia, are spoken of. The practicability of
evangelizing Greenlanders, negro slaves and other
rude and remote peoples, is discussed ; and though
no encouragement appears to present itself, the
Count feels sure that a door will be opened to
them into heathendom. Two or more years later
the Count revisits Copenhagen at the coronation
of Christian VI of Denmark — with whom, as
with many of the royal houses of Germany, he
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was connected by marriage —and one result is
that information comes to Herrnhut which deeply
interests certain members of the Unity. After
hearing those statements, a young man, Leonhard
Dober, cannot sleep that night, so deeply has he
been impressed by the thought of a call to mis-
sion work in St. Thomas. Another young man,
Tobias Leupold, is also moved, independently of
his friend Dober, to :consecrate himself to this
work. The two men were at the time working
with pick and spade on the Hdtberg; and, baving
first earnestly sought divine guidance, they made
known their thoughts to one another. The even-
ing of the same day, and before communicating
their desire to any one else, Dober and Leupold,
with a company who are accustomed to go round
the village singing hymns, pass Zinzendorf’s door.
The Count comes to the door with a clerical
friend,* then visiting him, to whom he remarks:
“Sir, among these brethren there are missionaries
to the heathen in St. Thomas, Greenland,” etc.
This coincidence leads the two young men to
make known their thoughts to the Count by
letter, who in turn encourages them, recommend-
ing that the matter be committed to the Lord for
direction. The spirit which originated the ¢“Or-
der of the Grain of Mustard-Seed” has not
abated, but is about to bring forth its first foreign

! Pastor Schiiffer of Gorlitz.
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fruit. In their letter, the names not attached,
communicated to the congregation, they avow
their readiness to sacrifice life-in the service of
Christ, and, if need be, sell themselves into bond-
age, in order that they might save one soul.
From this declaration has arisen the traditional
statement that some of the Brethren actually sold”
themselves as slaves in order to gain access to
that abject class—a transaction which never
occurred. * '

The proposal of the two young men was not
at first received with any marked favor by the
church generally, who deemed it at least prema-
ture. So was the proposition of William Carey,
sixty years afterwards, to consider “the duty of
Christians to attempt the spread of the gospel
among heathen nations,” and Dr. Ryland ex-
claimed, “ Young man, sit down!” In Scotland
the opinion was publicly expressed (1796) that
the General Assembly ought decisively to oppose
the formation of missionary societies. When the
American Board was formed (1810), the prevail-
ing sentiment among Congregational churches
proved to be adverse to any such scheme. Simi-
lar was the case with the Methodist Episcopal
Church in 1816-1819. The earliest of those just

A statement to that effect has often been made. Even so
careful a writer as Prof. H. B. Hackett. says: “Some of the
Moravian missionaries sold themselves into slavery that they
might preach to slaves.” See Lange on Philemon, 28.
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named, however, that of the English Baptists,
was more than half a century after German Mo-
ravians had demonstrated the practicability of
success in this line of Christian effort.

The Count’s evangelistic zeal was far beyond
that of his period, and especially as regards men of -
his own rank. “Thanks,” said a contemporary
of his in England, the Countess of Huntingdon,
“thanks for the letter m in that passage, ‘Not
many noble are called.’”” Among Zinzendorf’s
countrymen it had not indeed been true that not
any noblemen stood forth conspicuously as wit-
nesses for Christ. There was Christopher, Duke
of Wiirtemberg, in the sixteenth century, a man
who loved God’s Word, who loved prayer, and
sought the highest welfare of his people ; and at
the same period, Frederick III, Elector Palatine,
deservedly surnamed the Pious. The seventeenth
century presents us another Prince, rightfully
- called the Pious — Ernst, Duke of Saxony. We
must, however, advance to the eighteenth century
to find a nobleman dedicating his entire time and
possessions to the service of our Saviour, and mak-
ing it the sole aim of life, by personal efforts, at
home and abroad, to win the largest possible
number of souls to Christ, and that, too, in a
period of general religious decline, and for many
years a time of war. From childhood onward,
lip and life were thus consecrated. No other
German, neither Gossner of Berlin, nor Harms of
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Hermannsburg, has been engaged in sending out
missionaries to so many countries. In his day
he was the John Howard of foreign evangelism.
If called upon to name an utterance of modern
times, which, in view of all circumstances, indi-
cates the broadest, clearest, most sympathetic
apprehension of apostolic evangelism, should we
not repeat this one of the Count? ' —* The whole
earth is the Lord’s; men’s souls are all his; I
am debtor to all.” Well entitled is Zinzendorf’s
bust to the place it holds among the great men
of Germany, in the Walhalla near Ratisbon.
With the closing words of his epitaph let this
lecture close: *He was ordained that he should
bring forth fruit, and that his fruit should
remain.”

2 At a Church Conferenence in Holland, 1741,
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MISSION TO THE WEST INDIES.

THE birth of great men and the beginning of
great movements will make any year notewor-
thy. Seventeen hundred and thirty-two gave to
America George Washington; to France Lalande,
the celebrated astronomer; to Germany Adelung,
the eminent philologist, and Haydn, the eminent
composer. In the history of gospel propagation
there are two events of special significance which
take us back to the Fatherland and to the year
just named. It was in seventeen hundred and
thirty-two that the missionary Schultze completed
a translation of the New Testament into Hindu-
stani, and that the first foreign enterprise of the
Moravians had its rise. Only ten years had
elapsed since the earlier fugitives from Bohemia
settled at Herrnhut, and their census showed a
population of but six hundred souls, old and
young —a number exceeded by the membership
in some of our local churches; yet—few, poor,
isolated as they were — they undertook a mission
beyond sea.

A negro slave of Cortez, finding three grains
of wheat among the rice which had been brought
from Europe to provision the Spanish army, was

(79)
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the first to introduce that valuable product into
New Spain; a slave also became the occasion of
introducing the-incorruptible seed of the gospel
into- the West Indies.. When, as mentioned in
the last lecture, Count Zinzendorf was at Copen-
hagen, attending the coronation of King Christian
VI, some of his attendants met a negro named
Anthony, in the service of Count Lauervig, who
dwelt upon the sad condition of Africans in St.
Thomas, and particularly that of his sister, who
was desirous of being taught the true religion.
This man afterwards visited Herrnhut, and a
simultaneous desire was kindled independently
in the hearts of two young men to devote them-
selves to gospel work among the slaves. One of
the two, Leonhard Dober, was a potter by trade;
and with him was associated David Nitschmann,

a carpenter,® who was to accompany Dober to -

the field, and then return. Their funds amounted
to a trifle over three dollars apiece. Count Zin-
zendorf took them in his carriage as far as Baut-
zen, and then, with a blessing, bade them God-
speed. A bundle on the back their only luggage,
they set out thence on foot for the capital of
" Denmark, a distance of six hundred miles. Pious
persons, on whom they called by the way, tried
to dissuade them, the devout Countess of Stol-

. 1 The Rev. E. Garbett speaks mistakenly as if both of them
were potters by trade.
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berg at Wernigerode, a third of the distance to
Copenhagen, being the only one who spoke an
encouraging word. But special service for God

never fails of special help from God. They reach

Copenhagen, though only to meet with great diffi-
culties at first, ridicule and opposition, very much
as, fourteen years before (1718), Hans Egede did
at Bergen, while trying to find his way to Green-
land. They were told that no captain would
take them on board his ship; that, if they reached
St. Thomas, they would be unable to support
themselves. Frightful stories were related about
the ferocity of the Caribs. The two Brethren did
not argue the matter, and made but little effort
to answer objections; they simply kept quietly
about their business of trying to reach the West
Indies, ready to go into slavery themselves in
order to reach the negroes, as Anthony had repre-
sented would be necessary. An unseen hand was
guiding, the Adorable Comforter was sustaining
these devoted men. Their Christian constancy
won favor, and at last efficient sympathy. The
royal chaplains became interested; so did a few
other high officials, who gave enough to pay their
fare out, as well as to procure tools for carrying
on their trades. Some members of the royal
family, among them the queen, lent their aid.
The Princess Amelia, unsolicited, gave them
money toward their expenses, and a large Dutch
Bible, which proved a seasonable gift; for, being
6
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refused passage on any Danish ship, they were
compelled to avail themselves of one from Ifol-
land, and embarked October 8, 1782. Here, too,
as often, the good hand of God was visible in the
very disappointment. St. Thomas had been in
possession of the Netherlands; the negroes spoke
Dutch, though an imperfect Dutch, and our mis-
sionaries how had opportunity, during their voy-
age, to learn the language which would be re-
quired in their work.

I need not say that the West India Islands
form a group of rare interest; one of which, the
advanced courier of a new world, was the first to
greet the eye of Columbus. Physical aspect and
conditions are such as to excite the imagination
of Europeans even at the present day. Here are
magnitude and prodigality of vegetable forms
quite astonishing to men from the temperate
zones — palm-leaves, one of which will cover four
persons; the royal palm towering sometimes two
hundred feet in the air; the gigantic cottonwood,
whose trunk furnishes a canoe for fifty and even
a hundred men. One of the canoes measured by
Columbus was ninety-six feet in length.

The great mass of the inhabitants in our day
are negroes, the minority being European plant-
ers and traders, who compose only seventeen per
cent of a total population which exceeds three
and a half millions. All the islands except Hayti

. belong- to European powers; three of them to
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Denmark. As the negro man Anthony came
from St. Thomas, and as there was more of direct
intercourse between Copenhagen and that island.
than any other, the two Moravians naturally went
there. St. Thomas belongs to the cluster of Vir-
gin Islands which form a connecting link between
the Greater and the Less Antilles—the cluster
numbering about fifty, yet having an aggregate
area short of two hundred square miles. St.
Thomas itself, with a superficies about the same
as an average New England town, something over
twenty square miles, and a population of over
twenty thousand, has a precipitous coast-line; is
elevated and rugged; not particularly fertile;
not well supplied with water; indeed, toward the
end of the dry season, drinking-water must be
brought from St. Croix. As the trees are sup-
posed to attract showers, no man is allowed to
cut down a tree even on his own estate. At the
present time, some of the great European steam-
ship companies make it a center for their oceanic
lines.

Dober and Nitschmann, the day after landing,
went in search of Anthony’s sister, and, finding
the plantation where she lived with her husband
and younger brother, they made known An-
thony’s salutation. By request, they opened and
read his letter to her, in which occurred the
quotation: “ This is life eternal, that they might
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
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whom thou has sent.” Beginning then and there,
they preached the gospel to heathen slaves who
gathered round. Though the message was in
German-Dutch, the negroes understood the drift
of it, and clapped their hands for joy. They had
hitherto supposed that good things were only for
white people. While casting about to find how
they might live at the smallest cost, a planter,
Mr. Lorenzin, invited them to his house. Nitsch-
mann, as a carpenter, was able to support himself
and his associate; but Dober, unable to find suit-
able clay, could turn his trade to no good account.
They improved every opportunity to instruct the
blacks in divine things, and among those early
awakened were Anthony’s sister and her husband.

After some months, Nitschmann, according to
previous arrangement, returned to Europe, but he
left his little surplus of earnings for Dober’s sup-
port. The latter was for a while employed by
Governor Gardelin as tutor to his children and
steward of his household. But the good mission-
ary became satisfied it was not best for him to
fare sumptuously, and devote only spare moments
to the work of the Lord. He was right; to re-
main in that comfortable situation would have
made his mission a failure. Though the Gov-
ernor parted with him reluctantly, Dober left his
service, and hired a little lodging in the village
of Tappus,* where he acted as watchman on

. Taphuis = Taphouse.



Leer. 111.) IMPRISONMENT. 85

neighboring plantations, which, with some other
small services, enabled him to procure bread and
water. He was now free to work for the Lord,
and the Lord blessed him. "After the departure
of his associate, a year and four months passed
before this Christian exile heard from Herrnhut.
While he is sitting by a watchfire one evening,
suddenly three men stand before him -—one of
them Tobias Leupold, the intimate friend who
joined him three years before in a consecration
to the foreign work. A vessel had just come in,
bringing missionaries from Herrnhut, destined
for this and the neighboring island of St. Croix.
An appointment as General Elder at Herrnhut
obliged Dober to return to Germany (1735).
After & while, opposition to the good work be-
came pronounced; all intercourse of slaves with
their teachers was rigorously forbidden; and, under
false accusations, the latter were, amidst the sighs
and tears of interested slaves, thrown into prison.
On starting for the Fort (October 22, 1738), they
sang a stanza to this effect : * Mercy is our guide ;
Mercy prepares the way. Hope opens the pros-
pect of future bliss. Be firm! be firm!” The
negroes kept up their meetings; they thronged
around the windows of the jail, and, listening to
prayers and singing within, would join in the
gsame. “ And the prisoners heard them.” Sud-
denly Count Zinzendorf, ignorant of what was
going on, arrived at St. Thomas (1789) with a
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reinforcement, and, to his surprise, found all the
missionaries in confinement. The next day, after
more than three months of suffering, they were
liberated, with apologies for their imprisonment.
In the course of a very few days, the Count made
himself sufficiently familiar with the Creole lan-
guage to address the negroes, and to write some
things for their benefit. But he became the
object of rancorous enmity among * certain lewd
fellows of the baser sort.”* The planters raised
a tumult, and would scatter the negroes by whip-
ping and shooting them. One thing which they
alleged ‘was, that the blacks were likely to become
better  Christians than themselves?— an attain-
ment not very improbable, and which would not
necessarily imply any great moral elevation above
barbarism. It was during this visit to the West
Indies .that Zinzendorf composed one of his best-
known hymns, consisting of thirty-three stanzas, 3
a few of ‘which are familiar to all through John
Wesley’s translation, beginning :
@ Jesus, thy blood and righteousness.”

He was higlily gratified at the extent to which
Christian labor had proved effectual. There were

! Wir waren keinen Tag unseres Lebens sicher. Sie wolten
Herrn Carstens und mich todschlagen. Zinzendorf.

2 The same objection to Zinzendorf and the Moravians was
raised in Germany: Sie wollen die Leute zu besseren Christen ma
chen als'wir sind.

3 Christi Blut und Gerechtigheit,
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at that time nine hundred- concerned in some
measure for the salvation of their souls, and the
number was afterward largely increased. A part
of them came every evening to be taught, all
instruction being, of course, oral ; but the general
gathering was on Saturday evening, and they often
remained in session till seven o’clock Sunday
morning. Converts as well as teachers suffered
cruel persecution; bonds and stripes to the last
degree of severity were endured. The Moravians,
obliged to work hard by day for their own sup-
port, at night would teach the slaves. Such being
their devotedness, was it strange that, by-and-by,
on one occasion forty, and on another ninety
persons should receive baptism; and that three
hundred and eighty. should desire at one time
to be enrolled as catechumens? Governors and
masters found, at length, that the Christian reli-
gion was not a bad' thing among slaves; for they
were more easily managed and ‘their price. 'was
enhanced. A West India proprietor,in the course
ovf debate in the House of Commons; stated ex-
pressly that a negro ‘member of -the Brethren’s
Church had a considerably-higher market value
than an ordinary ‘slave. :So deeply had the
preached word taken effect that Frederick Mar-
tin, a most excelfent missionary, could - write
(1740) : « Hardly-u diiy passes on - which- weare
not visited by persens bemoaning their siné and
crying for mercy. When taking a walk, we hear
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them pray and weep, one in a sugar-field, another
behind a bush, and a third behind his hut, implor-
ing the Lord . to cleanse them from their sins and
pollutions.” Omne secret of Moravian successes
here and elsewhere is, that the missionaries enter
" heartily into their work, and become deeply inter-
ested in those for whom they labor. The last
letter written by one of them® on St. Thomas
(1853) gives utterance to what is generally true
among them: *“Never did I love children as
rauch as these poor negro children, and I should
be very well satisfied to stay with them all my
life long.” Without such affection, no great
‘benefits need be looked for in any mission.
At a later period, the number of Roman Catho-
lic proprietors increased, and then tlie good work
was.greatly hindered. .Such masters would allow
no respite to their servants on Saturday evening,
and even compelled them to work on the Lord’s
Day.- Hurricanes, drought and pestilence brought
suffering and death. Scarcely a year passed with-
out carrying some of the hard-working band of
Moravians to the grave. In the course of a few
weeks, -three ~brethren and three sisters were
stricken fatally by a contagious fever (1817), but
their ranks .were kept filled. When this mor-
tality was announced at Bethléhem, Pennsylvania,
" eight persons volunteered reheerfully the same day
for St. Thomas. P

* 3 Bremer. . See Pen'od. Accounts, XXI, 42,
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Sailing forty-five miles south from St. Thomas,
we come to St. Croix or Santa Cruz, the most
southern and largest of the Virgin Islands, having
an area three times that of the island just left,
and a population of twenty-three thousand. It is
comparatively flat. It had been held successively
by the English, Dutch, Spaniards and French; the
latter selling it in 1734 to the West India and
Guiana Company at Copenhagen. Count von
Pless, First Chamberlain at the Danish Court,
bought six plantations, and applied to the Breth-

‘ren at Herrnhut for men who should act as over-
seers of his property, and at the same time labor
for the religious welfare of the negroes. Zinzen-
dorf saw at once the objectionable features of that
arrangement, but he was overruled. Eighteen
colonists, fourteen men and four women, em-
barked (1784). The Brethren were confined to
a room below the second deck, only ten feet .
‘square, and so low that they could not even sit
upright. Owing to stress of weather, the ship
was obliged to winter in a port of Norway; and
more than half a year elapsed before they reached
St. Thomas on their way to St. Croix. The te-
dious voyage injured their health; and, during
the twelve weeks of their stay on St. Thomas,
several of them died. St. Croix, having been
deserted for nearly forty years before its transfer
to Denmark, was overrun with underwood and
trees; rank vegetation, rains and heat rendered
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that island peculiarly unhealthy; so that, nine
months -after landing, only half of the original
eighteen remained, and most of the survivors
were prostrate with fever. The mixed object of
the company led naturally to divisions, and a
portion of them lost their spirituality. Some
. good was effected, yet failure stamped the ‘enter-
prise. -Before these unfortunate facts became
“ known ' at Herrnhut, a reinforcement of ‘eleven
-persons was sent out (1735), four of whom died
within two months after their arrival, and the
whole enterprise had to be abandoned. It was
in view of so many untimely graves on this island,
that Zinzendorf, mindful that the blood of mar-
tyrs is the seed of the church, sang now of “the
seed of the Ethiopian race.”* But some of the
converted negroes of St. Thomas, being sold to
masters in St. Croix, spread the good news of
salvation among their fellow-slaves, and were vis-
. ited by Moravians from the neighboring islands.
The first regular mission, as such, did not com-
mence till 1740; but the two Brethren, sent for
that purpose, suffered shipwreck, one of whom,
seeing his companion engulfed in the waves, could
only say: ¢Depart in peace, beloved brother.”
Another relinquishment became necessary (1742),

.Y Es wurden zehn dahin gesdt,
Als wiren sie verloren;
Auf ihren Beeten aber steht —
Das ist die Saat der Mohren.
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followed by another renewal (1748); and in
1744 the first cases of baptism on St. Croix
occurrea.

Calumny is something which ministers, mission-
aries, and converts have met with in all ages.. As
in the first century, Nero tried to throw the blame
of a nine days’ conflagration on the hated Chris-
tians, and, in the fourth century, Galerius charged .
incendiarism on them when a fire broke out in

the imperial palace, so has it been in several -

rebellions at different times in the West Indies.
It was thus on St. Croix during the insurrec-
tion of the negroes, who had planned to massacre
all the white inhabitants, Christmas night, 1759.
Malicious persons charged some of the baptized
slaves with being conspirators; but their inno-
cence was fully established. During the violent
disturbance of 1878, resulting in the destruction
of more than fifty estates — sugar-mills, offices,
houses of proprietors and managers, with their
furniture — only one or two baptized negroes
were implicated.

Prosperity finally crowned Christian effort on
that island. Among the interesting converts was
Cornelius, a master mason, a man of excellent
capacity, who could speak Creole, Dutch, German
and English. With great difficulty he purchased
the freedom' of ‘himself and wife, and. finally that
of his six children. For seven-and-forty years
he was an invaluable assistant in the mission;
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by his unwearied faithfulness night and day, among
negroes on the scattered plantations, becoming
spiritual father to large numbers of them. White
men of rank and good education not unfrequently
listened with pleasure and profit to his preaching.
When past fourscore, he called his children and
grandchildren around his bed, and said: “If you
follow this advice of your father, my joy will be
complete when I shall see you all again in bliss,
and be able to say to our Saviour, ¢ Here, Lord,
is thy unworthy Cornelius and the children whom
thou hast given me.” I am sure our Saviour will
not forsake you; but, I beseech you, do not for-
sake him.” A colored helper, who suffered deep
afflictions (1862), prayed thus: *Lord, chastise
us, if needful, with one hand, but draw us nearer
* to thee with the other.” In the course of fifteen
years, fifty Moravian laborers found their graves
on these two islands. ’
" Directly east from St. Thomas, at a distance of
only six miles, lies the island of St. Jan, or St.
John, a little smaller than St. Thomas, compara-
tively healthy, and having only one town, Chris-
tiansburg. The whole present population is
about a thousand, chiefly free negroes. The
mission there was begun at the solicitation of
a gentleman who had been fellow-passenger
with Zinzendorf, and who had charge of several
estates. Brucker, a missionary, settled on St.
John (1764), and success attended his labors.
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though the congregations never became so large
48 on the other two islands. In proportion to
the whole population, however, the number of
converts has not perhaps been exceeded any-
where else.

We have now glanced at these three islands
which constitute the only Danish possession in
the West Indies — St. Thomas, St. Croix and St.
John. Like the home dominion, they are small,
yet have been among the best cultivated in the
whole archipelago; and the same is perhaps true
as regards spiritual husbandry among the blacks.
The happy results of such missionary labor are
unquestionable. One of the colored native assist-
ants, Abraham, who rendered himself specially.
useful from 1740 onward for nearly a score of '
. years, who often endured cruelties for his Chris- -

- tian fidelity, and who was at last fatally stabbed
by an exasperated negro, could write: “I thank
the Lord that we now see what we never vent-
ured to expect — that we are members of a living
congregation of Jesus. Formerly, we were little
better than the beasts of the field, nor even pre-
sumed to think that there was mercy in store for the
heathen. We adore with all our nearts the Lord
Jesus, and rest entirely on his love and grace.”
One aged woman, who had been sick, and was
threatened with punishment by the overseer, say-
ing, « It would be better with her then,” replied :
“ Master, the earth on which I must stretch my-
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gelf to receive blows is the Lord’s, and, if you
have me killed, my body will be all the sooner at
rest; and my soul, which you cannot slay, will
go to the enjoyment of blessedness with my Lord
Jesus.”

When Leonhard Dober started for the Danish
West Indies, he expressed a willingness to sacri-
fice health, liberty and life, if only one soul might
be saved. At the expiration of the first century,
thirteen thousand three hundred and thirty-three
persons had been admitted to the communion ;

- but since then there has been no great increase

in the congregations, for by that time the blacke
had all practically come under missionary instruc-
tion, and of late the natural growth of the
negro population has been trifling. On these
three islands there are now eight stations, four-
teen missionaries, six hundred and twenty-five
communicants, while the whole number of persons
in charge is four thousand three hundred and
fourteen. It should be added that the price of
the staple product, sugar, is at the present time
very low; that the severe drought of several
years past has destroyed the annual crops; that
" many estates have been abandoned, and people
have moved away. It.is stated that the pro-
prietors are now nearly all skeptics, and lead lives
- of extreme immorality; which of course has a
damaging effect on the negroes, who, as a race,
are sensuous, unreflecting, and with but little
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self-control. Lying and stealing were habits com-
mon -among negroes on all the islands, and not
easily eradicated — habits too common among the
same race in our Southern States, and unfor-
tunately not restricted to that color line.

A sail of eight hundred miles in the Caribbean
Sea westward from the Virgin Islands brings us
to Jamaica, one of the Greater Antilles, the
largest of the British West India Islands, yet
only as large as Yorkshire, England; an ellipse
in shape; mountainous, some peaks reaching the
height of seven thousand feet. The general ap-
pearance of the island is picturesque in a high
degree, the escarpments of the rocks being often
peculiarly irregular and rugged. Columbus, in
describing the island, took a sheet of paper, and,
crumpling it in his hand, laid it on the table as a
model. Jamaica, especially in its eastern part,
is better supplied with water than any other of
the West India Islands; it has more than a hun-
dred short rivers, which must have suggested
the original Indian name, Xaimaica, “Land. of
Springs.” In area and present population, it is
about the same as the State of Connecticut.

For more than a century after Jamaica became
an appendage of the British crown, almost noth-
ing was done to Christianize the slaves;® but,
only twenty-two years after the first Moravian

—_—

! Philippo’s Jamaica: its Past and Present State, 279.
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effort among the Danish Islands, a mission was
begun here (17564). The beginnings, however, of
the two, were quite unlike. A slave taken to the
Danish capital was the occasion of the one; two
English Christian proprietors solicited the other.
Early laborers on the Virgin Islands met with
prevailing contempt, opposition and want; in
Jamaica, they were respected, and supplied with
much that was needful. In the former there was
a large and early harvest; in the latter, for more
than half a century, fruits were limited and unsat-
isfactory. The brothers, Messrs. William Foster
and Joseph Foster-Barham, who had joined the
Moravians in England, were strongly desirous
of having religious instruction imparted to the
negroes on their estates; and, during the four
years that followed the arrival of the first mission-
aries (1764-58), the value of land presented by
them, and of contributions in other forms, amount-
‘ed to twelve thousand dollars. The interest
shown by these brothers in the good work called
forth the ridicule of relatives, and derision from
other proprietors. The estate given by them for
a Christian purpose led naturally to methods and
relations incompatible with the best interests of
Christian labor. As in the first colony on St.
Croix, here, too, was a great mistake. There is
such a thing as munificent gifts, even from truly
religious sources, proving more detrimental, if
possible, than parsimony would be in the same
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quarters. Large pecuniary patronage is a severe
test even of the better type of spiritual efforts.
The early missionaries to Jamaica, by accepting
so much, came inevitably to be regarded as
attachés of the plantation, as belonging to the
staff of officers employed by the master. The
overseer would complain to the preacher of lazi-
ness among the slaves, and expect him to rebuke
. them. The missionaries became not unnaturally
in a measure secularized ; and they failed to iden-
tify themselves with the native population, a
thing indispensable to success. Indeed, so far
from thinking to sell themselves into bondage
with a view to gaining access to the negroes, they
fell into the mistake of owning slaves. This,
however, came about in a comparatively innocent
way, and not without a touch of pathos. The
earliest instance occurred at St. Thomas (about .
1740), where one of the Brethren, stationed apart .
from others, was attacked by fever, and had
novody to attend him. Free servants were not
to be had; so the congregation, slaves themselves,
collected money, bought a servant, and gave him
to their minister to wait upon him in his forlorn
condition. With the ideas of that age in regard to
the system, and owning as they now did a Jamaica
estate which had to be cultivated for their sup-
port, it was less strange that they thus became
masters. Nor is it strange that their negroes
were indisposed to attend upon their ministra-
7
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tions, and that it was found necessary to require
them to do this as to perform servile labor. The
station founded on this estate was named Carmel,
and it was held by the mission for seventy years,
but never prospered. “O Jamaica, Jamaical”
exclaims Missionary Lang; “dead as flint, yea,
‘hard as an adamant, unfeeling to all that comes
of God and from God! Dost thou think the
Omnipresent will change his laws for thy corrupt
customs’ sake ?” A
Improvement might, however, be seen, even' in
the comparatively lean and dreary period of the
last century. Only the next year after (1755)
the opening of the mission, a Brother wrote: «I
heard that somebody had offered a horse to my
servant Lewis, on the condition of his doing
something which neither "the black nor white
people here think to be wrong, but which was
against his conscience. He refused it, and an-
swered : *I will not lose my soul to gain a horse !’
Another man, old John, would walk twenty miles
to hear Christ preached, though scourged for the
offense. His master, overtaking him one night,
asks, with a curse, if he has been to church. <I
have,” he replies, ‘and Jesus is sweet to me; I
must not let him go, massa ; I must go to church.’
With another oath, and with further blows of the
whip, the master rides on.” -Among the interest-
ing converts of the present century was Archi-
bald Monteith, ‘brought from Africa as a slave,
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who, without instruction, learned to read, and, as
a helper, labored with ability, zeal and faithfal-
ness for many years, and whose last words (1868)
were: “My looks are fastened on the cross. I
am ready to depart, for I know whom I have
believed.” An aged woman, who walked eleven
miles to attend meetings, when asked how she
could do it, answered: ¢Love makes the wav
short.” In the early days of the work, Caries,
the first missionary, sometimes had hearers- who
would walk fifteen or more miles to hear him
preach. More recently (1821), at the chapels of
Carmel and New Eden, might be seen negroes
who did not hesitate to travel twenty miles after
their week’s labor, in order to reach the mission
stations seasonably on Sunday morning.

Prior to emancipation, the negro was so crushed
as to be the veriest coward ; the whip and the
gallows were constantly in his eye; still there
would be an occasional outbreak. In 1760 a
rebellion occurred; and in 1831 was an extensive
insurrection, when, though few white men were
killed, many buildings were burned.” Almost
none of the converts, however, shared in the
uprising, while many instances came to light in
which life and property were preserved by them.
One proprietor, when obliged to leave home to
join the militia, felt no hesitation in trusting his
wife and children to the negroes; nor did they
prove unworthy of .such confidence. = Through

-
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the hostility of persons whose evil deeds he had
exposed, one of the missionaries, Pfeiffer, was
arrested at that time and tried by a court-martial,
but was unanimously acquitted ; whereas one of
the chief witnesses against him was condemned
and executed for the part he had taken in the
insurrection.

It was a great step when, in 1807, the slave-
trade between Africa and the West Indies re-
ceived its death-blow, but a much greater when
the Act of Emancipation of slaves on the British
West India Islands was pagsed, the Imperial Par-
liament voting one hundred millions of dollars
by way of compensation for eight hundred thou-
sand slaves liberated. It must be accounted a
noteworthy coincidence, that the ‘same night —
July 29, 1838 —in which the House of Commons
passed the most important clause of that Act, and
very nearly at the same moment, the spirit of
Wilberforce, whose life-work was accomplished,
gshould be released from earth. On the eve of
the memorable 1st of August, 1838, when emnan-
- cipation went fully into effect, negroes connected
with the Moravian Brethren began to assemble
at Fairfield, their chief station in Jamaica. At
four o’clock, the chapel bell announced the day
of jubilee; and no sooner did day dawn than
nearly two thousand — the whole number on the
island was about three hundred and twelve thou-
sand — who, till then, had been slaves, stood in
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oraerly ranks on a terrace behind the chapel,
clothed in white, prepared to give thanks to Al-
mighty God. Religious services followed at dif-
ferent hours; there was deep feeling, but no
jubilant demonstration. When the missionary,
speaking from the words, ¢ If the Son shall
make you irce, ye shall be free indeed,” dwelt
on the duty of gratitude for religious advantages,
the whole multitude, with one consent, burst into
a response: “ Yes, massa; thank God. We do
thank the Lord for it. Bless the Lord!” The
emancipated slaves were by no means unforgiving.
A gentleman, on making his first appearance at
the house of God, was treated with marked civil-
ity by a negro member of the church. ¢ What
makes you so happy in your attentions?” asked
the missionary. “Have I not been the slave of
this man?” said he; “has he not punished me
many times for going to church? And new to see
him come himself, and sit down under the same
roof!” :

As time advances, spiritual Christianity takes
a deeper hold on the general heart —a feature
which may be looked for in the progress of all
missionary work. That became especially evi-
dent during a religious movement in the year
1860, when a spirit of prayer and Christian ear-
nestness, beginning at the station of New Carmel,
spread to the other twelve stations, and was
characterized by deep conviction of sin, and the
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absence of all peace till found in the pardoning
grace of Jesus Christ. *“Oh, I never thought,”
exclaimed a girl ‘twelve years of age, *that my
sins ‘placed the thorns on our Saviour’s head, and
drove the nails into his hands, and fastened him to
the cross! I know it now! But he has forgiven
me.” ¢ O Lord Jesus,” cries a lad, ‘“ come to me,
a poor child! Let the oil of thy grace overstream
my heart, my head, my hands, my feet, for there
is no sound spot in me; all is full of wounds and
putrefying sores!” Bibles were bought as never
before ; tippling-shops were deserted ; and a zeal
for good works in general resulted, at least for a
‘time.

Here, as in other West India stations, there
has ‘been great mortality among the Brethren.
While it is seldom that a negro dies of yellow
fever, in one year (1825) four missionaries were
reméved in the course of a single month; and at
another time (1843), also four during the year.
Out of sixty-four who died before the first cente-
nary, twenty-three served only two years or less.
But, within the last quarter of a century, the
average term of service has nearly doubled, and
at the same time the work has come to be highly
prosperous, and is now (1881) larger than any
other in the wide field of Moravian labor; having
fourteen stations, twenty-seven missionaries, in-
cluding several blacks, and over fifteen thousand
persons, of whom about five thousand are eommu-
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nicants. In sixty-eight schools, there.are more
than five thousand children :under instrugtion
(6,6566).- In one year recently (1876), they
raised for mission work, amiong themselves, eleven
thousand and five -hundred . dollars, besides what
they contributed to the Bible Society and ether
objects. A female training-school was opened in
1861 at Bethabara, which has rendered good ser
vice.. They have a theological seminary at Fair-
field (1876), for training pative ministers.: Asa
general thing, however, the students have feeble
reasoning powers, are superficial, and disposed: to
be content if only “dipped im a weak solution of
accomplishment.” .Two years ago (1879), the
death of the Prineipal, and other disappointing
experiences, occasioned a: temporary  clesing of
the institution. - Men dismissed from service in
schools or elsewhere, for immorality, have, on
account of their gifts, not unfrequently been
taken up at, once by other.missions, and at a
higher salary than the. Moravians ceuld afford: te
pay.. Unbappily, this is:not a soliary-instance of
such: .want. of comity: in the missionary world.
Another. annoyance, in later years (1876), is the
damaging influence of Plymouth Brethrem. -~ ..

" Leaving.. Jamaica, e will now .retrace..our
course through the .Caribbean::Sea .to .the reast-
.ward, and beyond the Virgin:Ialands. Something
over, one hundred miles. from St: Croix,; we:touch
at St. Christopher’s, familisrly known among. the
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English as St. Kitt’s. From the shore the land
sweeps upward, slowly at first, then rapidly, to-
ward the central mass, a rugged peak nearly four
thousand feet high, of black lava, called Mount
Misery, that overhangs an extinct volcano, from
which at times clouds of smoke still issue. The
island has less than seventy square miles, and a
- population of twenty-three thousand, two thirds
of whom are negroes. St. Kitt’s is picturesque
and peculiarly fertile, the soil being in some
places seventy feet deep.

News of the great success of the gospel among
slaves in Antigua, where a work had been begun
by Moravians, reaching the island, Mr. Gardner, .
a Christian planter and an officer of the govern-
ment, communicated a desire to the Directing
Board at Herrnhut that a mission might be
established. Two of the Brethren were accord-
ingly sent out (1777). The venerable Bishop
Spangenberg, in his instructions to them, made
some excellent suggestions: “Be cautious and
prudent in availing yourselves of the favor of
men. When the late Count Zinzendorf was on
a visit to St. Thomas, he found only one gentle-
man kindly disposed toward our mission there,
"a Mr. Carstens. This gentleman ordered his
slaves, of whom he possessed a great number, to
‘attend the méetings of our Brethren. They did
80, but still remained unconverted. On the other
hand, the negroes, both men and women, who
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were beaten by their masters and mistresses for
attendance at meetings, were converted and be-
came the first-fruits of the negro congregation in
St. Thomas.”

The Anglican clergyman formerly at St. Kitt’s
bad not reflected much honor upon his calling.
He boasted to the Moravians that, by request of
a landed proprietor in England, he had baptized
negroes, and in this way had earned not a little
money. All these poor slaves continued un-
taught pagans till the passing of the Curates’
Bill, which entitled clergymen to a fee of 2s.6d.
for each baptism; and then twenty-four thousand
in one parish of a certain island were made Chris-
tians at once, without instruction, examination, or
subsequent discipline, or any change in their habits,
to live and die almost like those animals upon whom
the holy water is sprinkled by the priests at Rome
on the feast of St. Antonio!* But the Moravian
Brethren, by their deportment and disinterested
labors, soon secured confidence and erelong suc-
cess. Toward the close of the year, some of the
negroes could be formed into a candidates’ class.
One old woman, to whom the missionaries were try-
ing to make it clear that the Saviour of sinners had
become man and died for her sake, and wished
that she should be saved, fell upon her knees,
lifted up her hands, and exclaimed: “ O massa!

8 Baptist Noel’s Christian Missions to Heathen Nations, 124-
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that is so sweet! Such good news I never heard
in all my life.” Many of the negroes showed an
eager desire to hear the Word of Life, which they
might not learn to read. When, after a dozen
years, a chapel was put up, the attendance be-
came large, even on week-days.

Seventeen years from: the commencement
(1794) there were two thousand members; and
the good work continued to go on prosperously
" in the main. Less opposition was met with than
at most'of the islands; but it has been in the
midst of fearful and destructive earthquakes, hur-
ricanes, and floods, as well as alarms and occu-
pation by the French during times of war, that
the Moravians have toiled on Among the many
rich natural -productions of this island are several
kinds,of citron, which perfume the air, from one
of which is obtained the delicious bergamot; but
no rich odor, no *spicy breezes,” so refresh us as
the -breath of devout joy from converts, some
of them on sick beds. ¢Praise the Lord!” ex-
claimed an elderly woman, as she fell under an
apoplectic seizure. *Praise the Lord!” were the
last words of a youthful colored sister, whose
sickness had been a prolonged one, and who had
endured buffetings of Satan, whom she resisted,

! Pestilence has also done its fearful work. In the course
of a little over one month in 18564, fourteen hundred and five,
out of the eight thousand inhabitants of Basseterre, were swept
away by cholera.
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saying: “You did not die for me!” Their cen-
tenary celebration occurred in 1877; and.there
are now (1881) on the island four. stations, ten
missionaries, and four thousand persons in charge
(4,106), of whom fifteen hundred and eighty-four
are communicants. The schools are flourishing.

A trip of sixty miles still farther eastward
brings us to Antigua, an island discovered by
Columbus (1493), nearly the first of those settled.
by England, and which is one of the most produc-
tive in the British West-Indian group. It con-
tains one hundred and eight square miles, and
a population of perhaps thirty thousand. Anti-
gua stands in extreme contrast with Jamaica,
in that it has no running water, the people de-
pending wholly upon cisterns, tanks and ponds.
Hence, in the failure of rain, there is sometimes
a distressing drought, and crops are uncertain.
The condition of slaves in this island, previous to
Moravian labors among them, did not differ much
from what it was on other islands. The inherent
vices of the system were here, as elsewhere, aggra-
vated by certain accessoyies; Christian instruction,
baptism and marriage had never been conceded to
the negroes, and the only way in which they had
learned the name of God was by hearing white
men swear.

A quarter of a century-after the establishment
of the mission on St. Thomas, Samuel Isles, after
laboring on the Danish Islands for some time,
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went to Antigua (1766). He had received no
instructions, and had no friends there; but, going
directly to the Governor, he showed the Act of
Parliament (1749) which recognized the Mora-
vian Church, and encouraged Christian efforts
in British colonies. Permission to remain was
granted. At night he found shelter in a negro
cottage. He and his immediate successors suffered
from extreme poverty, and were obliged to work
for their own support. Peter Braun, who arrived
from Pennsylvania (1769), and toiled assiduously
for twenty-two years, was particularly blessed.
His ardent love to the Saviour,and to the souls
of these slaves, made him cheerfully condescend
to men of low estate. He was with them in their
hours of rest, ate out of their calabash, and
thus finally conquered a place in their affection.
“The poor negroes,” he wrote, “ have something
very attractive to me. I love them dearly; and
they become dearer to me every day, especially

' To the Rev. Rowland Hill he wrote, in his imperfect
English: “Certainly, dear sir and brother, when the grace of
our dear Lord changed their heart, then they became comeliness
unto our Lord Jesus Christ, as you write; and when we see
them, and feel how the grace of our Lord works in their heart,
and in the meeting, we, faithfully speaking, see the tear trick-
ling down their cheeks for longing to love our dear Saviour, -
who suffercd and died for us; when we see this and feel this
from them, then we cannot do otherwise than love them, and
spend these lives with them.” Rowland Hill’s efforts in behalf
of foreign missions may be traced to his special interest in the
work of this humble Moravian.
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when I observe their childlike simplicity and love
to the Saviour.”

Was the new life among these debased crea-
tures only apparent, or was it an abiding reality ?
There have been seasons of remarkable religious
interest, as in 1774, when the slaves, after work-
ing hard all day, and often without a single meal,
would, in spite of cruel beating, go eight and ten
miles to hear the word of God; and again, in
1782, when missionaries could often find no time
to eat a bit of bread, there were so many hungry
souls to be fed. Wayside and stony ground
hearers there were, of course; but let specimens
from the good ground speak for themselves. For
instance, one Joseph, who joined the Moravians,
having obtained his freedom, was engaged as
valet to a gentleman. His master often entered
into familiar conversation with him, and once
said to him : * Joseph, you are a fool to be always
going to Gracehill ; for you were baptized in the
English Church.” The negro replied: “I was
a fool when I gave the clergyman money to bap-
tize me, though he never instructed me in the
doctrine of salvation. This I have been taught
in Gracehill, a Moravian station. You, sir, are
a great gentleman and a Christian, and .yet you
never go to church; but I will tell you, I would
not change with you, though I am but a poor
negro.” Jacob Harvey, a helper, was, like others,
very fond of hymns. The missionary, finding the
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good man’s book crammed with slips of paper,
blades of grass, dried leaves, cane-tops, and bits
of rags, as book-marks, remonstrated with him,
saying that the back of the book would burst;
but Jacob exclaimed: “ O massa! dem me partik-
ler hymns.” The converts learned to take joy-
fully the spoiling of their goods, such as they had.
The house of one of them being broken into and
robbed, he said, with placid countenance: «“ Well,
they have not been able to rob me of my greatest
treasure — the grace.of my Saviour. They are
more to be pitied than I am.”

. When Peter Braun arrived, there were fourteen
baptized negroes; when, literally worn out in the
Master’s . service, he left (1791), there were, in
charge of the Brethren, seven thousand and four
hundred persons, of all ages, the majority of whom
had received baptism,’ and a great number were
communicants. In the course of the last year of
this most excellent man’s labor there, no fewer than
six hundred and forty baptisms took place. Even
sixty years ago (1823) it was found that, in the
town of St. John’s alone, more than sixteen thou-
sand (16,099) negroes had received that ordi-
nance; and the church there attained such size
— about seven thousand members— that, in the

! In these missions, children are not baptized as such after
they have completed their fourth year, nor in general as adults
before they are twelve years old. Missionary Conference, St.
Thomas, 1869, p. 9.
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course -of less than ten -years (1837-1845), it
could furnish four branch congregations. In St.
" John’s is a training institution for females, which .
supplies useful school-mistresses.

The memorable year of 1834 arriving, the Leg-.
islature of the Colony of Antigua took a bold
step in granting unrestricted freedom to the
slaves, instead of waiting till after the four years
of apprenticeship allowed by Parliament. The
result showed that the proceeding was no less
judicious than humane. In the preamble to that
Act, the fitness of Antigua bondsmen for this
immediate boon was ascribed to the religious
instruction which for a long. time had been im-
parted by Moravians and others. On the evening
of July 81, one of the Brethren held a meeting,
which was thronged, the text of his discourse
being, “Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the
Lord will do wonders for you.” About eleven
o'clock it began to thunder, which continued
with increasing violence till midnight, and then
ceased. It seemed as if God from heaven sum-
moned all to attend while liberty to the captive
was proclaimed. The clock struck twelve, and
thirty thousand souls on that island passed in an
instant from slavery to freedom. The sun of
August 1st rose upon them an orderly commu-
nity, subdued in temper, and hastening quietly
“to enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise.”
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At the present hour (1881) there are eight
stations, sevente¢en missionaries, and seven thou-
sand members (7,106). It was peculiarly grati-’
fying to me to hear Bishop Jackson, of the
English Church, after forty years of missionary
service in the West Indies, make a public state-
ment in Exeter Hall, five years ago, to this effect
—that he remembered when the census of An-
tigua made no mention of the thousands of
blacks; when scarcely one of them was seen in
the English churches, or at the communion
table; when very few of them could read; and
when there was no marriage, for that would
interfere with the planters’ way of doing busi-
ness. Now, more than half can read, and a
majority are in the congregations; and, in achiev-
ing that result, Moravians nobly took the lead.
He stated also that the first English clergyman
who instructed blacks in Barbados was indicted
for the offence, and that the prosecuting attorney
is still living.

We now change our course, and proceed south-
ward toward the equator. Three hundred miles
will bring us to the island just named, Barba-
dos,’ the most eastern or windward island in the

! Barbados, i.e., barbatus, bearded. It was named thus by its
Portuguese discoverers, from the appearance of a tree, a species
of the ficus, which throws out long pendant tufts from ite
branches.
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archipelago ; encircled with coral reefs; not ele-
vated itself; less unhealthy than other islands;
a larger share of its one hundred and sixty-six
square miles under cultivation than is to be found
elsewhere ; more densely populated than China,
indeed, than any other spot in the world, except
Malta — nine hundred and sixty-six to the square
mile —notwithstanding the Asiatic cholera, in
1854, carried off over one seventh of the people.
A larger proportion of the inhabitants (160,000)
are white than anywhere else in the West Indies.
Small as is the area — about the same as the Isle
of Wight —its annual trade amounts to more
than five millions of dollars each of exports and
imports. .

The earlier ‘missionary endeavors of Moravians -
on Barbados were attended with special discour-
agements. Planters blamed the captain who had
brought a Moravian preacher; and one, who was
a Roman Catholic, declared he would throw him
into the water if he came near his estate. Of the
two Brethren sent out in 1765, one died within
three weeks after landing; and death continued
to xeep the ranks of these Christian laborers thin,
so that, after six years, there remained only two
widows and one unmarried man. But the living
did not lose heart, nor did the dying leave regret-
fully. Missionary Herr, for example, on the even-
ing of his decease (February 24, 1773), said:
¢ Yes, dear Saviour, come soon and call me, and

8
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give me what thou hast merited; more I desire
not.”

Among the Moravians ‘who labored for a
time on this island, was. the father of James
Montgomery the poet, the Rev. John Mont-
gomery, who died here in 1791. Here too, as
‘elsewhere, it appeared that, in the servile in-
surrection of 1816, not one connected with
the mission congregation was implicated in an
outbreak which cost the lives of a thousand ne-
groes. By the terrible hurricanes of 1780 and
1831, which for a time made a desert of Bar-
bados, the mission suffered heavily. The de-
struction- of property throughout the island, in
those two visitations, amounted to fifteen mill-
ions of dollars ; and of life, to about six thousand
persons.

This mission has not been characterized by
eminent-success, either in numerical results, or
influence on the dense population; yet a goodly
number of negroes have given evidence, inlife and
in death, that they were subjects of special divine
grace. A representative of such was Dinah, one
of the first to receive baptism, who showed by her
-whole deportment that she was-a child of God;
and ‘who, more than a hundred- years of age, was
found dead one morning; kneeling by her-bedside
in the attitude of prayer. At the present time
(1881), there are on the island four stations,
six missionaries, -and three. thousand. adherents
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(8,167), the fourteen hundred' (1,406) communi-
cants included.

It was hardly to be supposed that fiction and
the plain prose of our present subject would méet
on the confines of the Caribbean Sea ; yet Tobago
is entitled to be regarded' as “ Robinson Crusoe's
Island,” Charles Kingsley, whose authority in a
matter of romance will not be questioned, pro-
nouncing in its favor. It certainly is so situated
as. not improbably to be the place of wreck for
one off “the river Oroonoque,” who should, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>