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ADVERTISEMENT

Tue following work is published chiefly with a
view to that class of readers, who may not have
either leisure or opportunity to peruse larger

publications on similar subjects.

The late outrages in France against the free-
dom of religious worship, and the dreadful mas-
sacre of the Protestants-there, must have excited
surprise and horror in the breast of every friend
toliberty of conscience.—The chagrin manifested
by a part of our dignified clergy, at the increase
of Dissenters, and the alarm they feel for the hi-
erarchy from the spread of information by the
Bible Societies and others—the regret which the
Bp. of St. David’s has publicly expressed for the
repeal of the persecuting statutes against anti-

trinitarians, and the late disgraceful acts of per-
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secution against Mr. Newstead, in Cambridge-
shire, and the Hon. C. Noel, of Barham Court;
call for watchfulness on the part of the friends of

unrestricted religious liberty.

To aid the cause of freedom of opinion,—to
promote liberality of sentiment and conduct, and
to create an abhorrence for every species of per-
secution is the design of the writer :—as far as
these pages shall accomplish that object his end

will be answered.

This work has been, from various causes, de-
layed beyond the period first fixed on for publi-
cation; and has also extended to a hundred
pages more than was at first intended. This
latter circumstance has laid the publisher under
the necessity of making a small advance on the
price at first proposed ; but it is hoped the in-
crease of matter will be thought more than ade-

quate to the additional charge.

Liverpool, Oct. 19th, 1816.
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HISTORY OF PERSECUTIONS.

Entroduction,

TuE pages of ecclesiastical history unfold a hor-
rid tale of persecution and of blood. .Heathens,
Jews, and nominal Christians, have all been
guilty of the crime of inflicting pains, penalties,
and death, on those who refused to conform to
established opinions and modes of worship.
Religion, natural and revealed, condemns all
injustice and cruelty. Religion, then, has not
been the cause of persecution; but false views
of it, and'a departure from its spirit and original
principles;, Had they to whom the light of na-
ture only was afforded, attended to the dictates
of natural religion, they would have contempla-.
ted the great Creator of  all things, as the univer-
sal parent, the benefactor of man. Their fellow
B
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men would have been regarded as brethren, alike
the objects of the care, and dependants on the
bounty, of their common father. And he who
could have added to their knowledge on the im-
portant subject of religion, would have bheen
hailed as a benefactor, rather than persecuted as
an enemy.

Had the Jews adhered to the principles of the
religion of their forefathers, instead of persecuting
Jesus and his apostles, they would have embraced
christianity as the substance typified by the Mo-
saic rites, and as the fulfilment of the prophecies
of their scriptures; they would have regarded it
as the means by which the salvation of the ua-
tions was ‘to be effected from idolatry and vice,
and by which all mankind might be united in one
family, and form one brotherhood.

And bad they who professed thewnselves the
disciples and followers of Jesus, adhered to the
precepts of the founder of their religion, they
would not have disregarded the ‘solemn injunc-
tions he laid on them ¢ to love one another,” and
which he made the characteristic of their be-
ing indeed ' his disciples. “ Hereby,” said he,
“ shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye love one another.”

But they departed from the spirit and dispo-
sition he inculcated, and ceased to copy the
bright example he had set them. 1In process of
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time human inventions were substituted in the
place of the pure precepts of the gospel ; sect
after sect sprung up, and to the utmest of their
power anathematized and persecuted each other.
Coustantine, by conferring titles and aignities
on the teachers and ministers of the christian
church, formed a wotldly priestheod, and laid
the foundation of that hierarchy, which has been
the scourge and scandal of christendow to the
present day

It may not, perhaps, be uninteresting to the
common reader, before entering on the history of
religious persecutions, to take a brief survey of
the state of the heathen nations, and of the Jews,
at the commencement of christianity ; and toadd
a concise view of the nature and design of the
christian religion,—the constitution of the chris-
tian church in the times of the apostles and the
primitive christians—causes of its degeneracy and
declension.—The effects of superstition on litera- ~
ture and on social happiness ;—a short account
of the rise of the papal power, and of general
councils. This will conclude the first part of the
work.

The second part will contain the history of the
persecutions under the heathen Roman emperors.
Papal persecutions. The history of the Inqui-
sition in Spain, Portugal, and Goa. The perse-
cutions in France and the Netherlands. Of the

B2
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Waldenses, &c. Of the Lollards and others in
England.

Part third will contain the history of the Re-
formation and its effects on the political and mo-
ral state of Europe. Brief history ofthe Noncon-
formists, the persecutions they suffered from the
time of Elizabeth to the revolution. Impolicy and
injustice of religious tests, and disqualifying
and penal statutes on account of opinions.



Part Fivst,

—0—

CHAP. I

On the state of the Heathen World, and of the
Jews, at the commencement of Christianity.

THE condition of the world, at the commence-
ment of the Christian era, was indeed deplorable,
The arms of Rome had subjugated the greater
part of the nations to her domination, and esta-
blished a despotism at home. The freedom of
her sons had expired, and, although she assumed
the title of “ mistress of the world,” her own
liberties were buried beneath the throne of Cesar.
The moral state of the nations was not less de-
graded than the political. Their minds were
held in bondage by the grossest superstition. The
knowledge of the true God was effaced by a sys-
tem of polytheism. Their adoration was paid to
departed heroes and illustrious personages whom
state craft and superstition had converted into
divinities. Having departed from the principles
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of natural religion, which teach the knowledge
of the great creator of all things, they regarded
the works of his hands, those grand displays
of his eternal power and Godhead, as objects of
adoration, and paid that worship to the powers
of nature which is due to him only who is the
God of nature. They prostrated themselves be-
fore the sun, moon, and stars. The =uperstitious
practices of some were carried so far, that moun-
tains, rivers, trees, the earth, the sea, the winds,

/were made the objects of adoration, and had di-
) vine honors regularly paid to them. In Egypt.

| this excess of superstition extended to the wor-

ship of the most noxious and venemous animals.*

This was the case not with the common people,
with the ignorant multitude, only ; but their
sages and philosophers were also addicted tothe
same practices. Religion was, probably, con-
sidered by the statesman and: philosopher no
otherwise than an engine of government, and
“ they contemned,” says Gibbon, *“ while they
practised the religion of the vulgar; and some-
times condescending to act a part on the theatre
of superstition, they concealed the sentiments of
the atheist under the sacerdotal robes, and ap-
proached, with the same inward contempt, and

* Mosheim’s Commentaries, vol i. p. 19. also, Vossius, de Idololatria,
lib. i, ii. iii.
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the same external reverence, the altars of the
Lybian, the Olympian, or the Capitoline Jupiter.”
To their gods they attributed the affections, the
passions, and even the vices, ofmen. According
to their representation, they were

“ Gods partial, changeful, passionate, nnjust ;
“ Whose attributes were rage, revenge, and lust.”

As were the gods, such also were the wor-
shipers. It was not to be expected that a pure
stream would spring from such an unholy foun-
tain. The gods and goddesses who were held
up as objects of adoration to the common peo-
ple, instead of exhibiting in themselves examples
of a refined and super-eminent virtue, displayed
in illustrious actious, stood forth to public view
the avowed authors of the most flagrant and
enormous crimes. The Priests, instead of being/
patterns of virtue and a holy life, were devoted
to the most wanton courses, and indulged in the
grossest licentionsness.

[ The religious homage paid to the deities of
the pagan world consisted principally in the
performance of various rites, such as the sacrifice
of brute animals, and sometimes even the blood
of human victims stained their altars.> Their
prayers, so far from being the offspring of genuine
piety, were often framed for the purpose of ob-
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taining from hiaven countenance to' the most
abominable and detestable crimes; to solicit the
destruction'of their enemies, and the success of
, their arms against an unoffending tribe or nation.*
Thur festivals and other solemn days, were pol-
luted by a licentious indulgence in every species
of libidinous excess, even the temples of their
gods often became the 5cenes of their vile and
beastly gratifications.*

Whatever notions respecting a future life, of
rewards and punishments after death, were en-
tertained by the pagan world, they seem to have
had little or no influence on their moral conduct.
« We are,” says Gibbon,T “sufficiently acquainted
with the eminent persons who flourished in the
age of Cicero and of the first Caesars, with their
actions, their characters, and their motives, to be
assured that their conduct in this life was never
regulated by any serious conviction of the re-
wards and punishments of a future state. At
the bar, and in the senate of Rome, the ablest
orators were not apprehensive of giving offence
to their hearers, by exposing that doctrine as an
idle and extravagant opinion, which was rejected
with contempt by every man of a liberal educa-
tion and understanding.”—And again,} “ The
doctrine of afuture state was scarcely considered

* See Mosheim’s Commentaries vol, i. p. 21, who guotes from Philo
Judeus, de Cherubim. t Rome, vol. 2, p. 296. 1 Ibid, p. 297.
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by the devout polytheists of Greece and Rome,
as a fundamental article of faith.”

The political condition of the Jews, at this pe:
riod, was not superior to that of the Gentile
nations who had been subdued by the Romam:
arms. Judea was become a province of the Ro-
man empire. Her sons tributaries and in bond-
age to Casar. This was the more galling as they
were subjected to the authority exercised by
one, who was himself a vassal of Rome, and
whose luxury and love of magnificence exhausted
their treasures, and(whose laxity of morals dif-
fused a spirit of licentiousness among the people.)
The death of Herod, surnamed the Great, did not
alleviate the miseries of the Jewish people ; his
sons who succeeded him, inherited the vices of
their father, no less than his power. The two
younger, Antipas and Philip, had the juarisdic-
tion of one half of Judea, the other portion was
allotted to their elder brother Archelaus, a pro-
fligate and wicked prince, who harassed the Jews
with the most rigorous exactions, and compelled
them by the excess of his cruelties, to lay their
complaints before the emperor Augustus. The
emperor, uponinquiry finding their complaints
Just, deposed their tyrant aud banished him to
Vienne in Gaul.

After this they were subject to the control of
the president of Syria, this change, however, in.



18

stead of producing an alleviation to their suffer-
ings, brought with it an accumulation of misery.
To a people who regarded themselves as the pe-
culiar favorites of heaven, to be obliged to pay
tribute to a heathen prince,whom they regarded as
an enemy of God, must have been a most heavy
grievance. 'The extortion, likewise, of the pub-
licans, who were the collectors of the revenue,
and for whose continual and flagrant abuses of
authority it was seldom possible to obtain any
redress, became a subjectof great dissatisfaction
and complaint. The constant presence of their
governors, surrounded as they were by a host of
foreign attendants, and protected by a Roman
military guard, quartered, with their eagles and
various other ensigns of superstition, in the
heart of that city, which they esteemed holy,
kept the sensibility of the Jews continually on
the rack, and produced in their minds a degree
of indignation aud fury ; and excited them to tu-
mults, factions, and seditions, by which they ac-
celerated their total overthrow as a nation.
Their situation was rendered still more deplo-
rable by the debased character of those who di-
rected their religious concerns, (the chief priests
and the seventy elders who composed their san-
hedrim, or national council/) The chief priests,
according to Josephus, were the most abandoned
characters, who had obtained that elevated rank,
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either through the influence of money, or by
iniquitous complaisance, and who shrunk from
no species of crime that might preserve their au-
thority. The inferior priests, and ordinary minis-
ters of religion, were equally depraved with their
superiors. The common people followed the
example of their guides and became vicious in
the extreme. Gosephus calls the men of his
time, a generation of men much more atheistical
than the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.*

The religion of the Jews had been grossly
corrupted by the introduction of the traditions of
their elders, which were placed on a level with
the commandments of Jehovah. 'The scriptures
of their prophets were almost lost in the vague
expositions, and absurd glosses of their Rabbis.
Forgetting the spirituality of divine worship,
and the end to which their rites and ceremonies
were intended to lead them, they placed the]
whole of religion in outward observances, in the
tithe of mint and cammin, while they neglected
the weighty and important matters of the law.
They thought their consciences defiled, if they
omitted to wash their hands before they eat, but)
felt no compunction for the omission of works
of mercy and justice. Narrow in their minds,
and regarding themselves as the favorites of Je-

* Jewish War, bk. v. ch. 13, sect, 6.
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hovah, they looked with scorn on allthe .nations
of the world, and esteemed them as abandoned
of heaven. And though'in a state of vassalage
to. the Romans, they ostentatiously exclaimed,
¢ We are Abraham’s seed, and have never been
in bondage to any man.”

One thing, however, is peculiarly worthy of
notice ; great as was the defection of the Jews,
at this period, and low as they were sunk in mo-
ral depravity, they had not associated with the
object of their worship the idols of the Gentile
world. 'While other nations had gods many, and
lords many, they bowed the knee to none but
the Great and Almighty Jehovah, the maker
of heaven and earth. (Nothing could prevail
upon them to adopt the systems of worship pre-
valent among the nations// «“ Neither the violence
of Antiochus, nor the art of Herod, nor the ex-
ample of the circumjacent nations, could ever
persuade the Jews to associate with the institu-
tions' of Moses, the elegant mythology of the
Greeks.”™ And to this day, though scattered over

_ the face of the earth, whether living among chris-

—

| tians or heathens, they still maintain the doctrine
~of the Unity and Supremacy of Jehovah.

There appears to have been at this time among
the Jews generally, an eager longing for, and ex-

* Gibbon.
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pectation of the Messiah foretold by the pro-

phets ; but they expected a temporal deliverer

only; one who should free them from the Ro-

man yoke, restore their government, and bring

back the prosperity and happiness of their na-

tion. When the Messiah came, his character

was so different to what they had conceived, that

they rejected him with scorn, and put him to al
cruel and ignominious death. They still re-

main a distinct people, living in, but not reckoned”
with, the nations of the earth. The purpeses of

divine providence are to us inscrutable, but doubt-

less founded in wisdom and goodness. He

who gave the promises to their fathers, will in his

own time gather this people again, and, with the

fulness of the Gentiles, unite them under him to

whom those promises relate; when there shall

be “ one fold and one shepherd.” L~
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CHAP. 1.

A concise view of Lhe nature of Christianity.
Right of Privale Judgment, §c.

TuE ignorance of mankind, respecting religion
and a future state, before the coming of Christ,
was, likethe darknessof Egypt, exceedingly great.
Some powerful means were necessary to reclaim
men from the situation to which they were re-
duced by superstition and vice. A guide was
necessary to direct their feet from the paths of
error to the ways of truth ; to turn the attention
of man from the objects of a day to the con-
sideration of an eternal world.—Such powerful
means are afforded by Christianity ; and such a
guide is the founder of the Christian Religion.
To a world sunk in idolatry, enslaved by vice,
the gospel must have been a peculiar blessing.—
It was announced as glad tidings of great joy to
all people. Jesus appeared as the accredited
messenger of heaven to man, to reveal more per-
fectly the knowledge of the true God, the Father.
To promulgate a system of doctrines worthy of
God and beneficial to man ; to give precepts cal-
culated to promote his interests here, and to lead
bim to happiness hereafter. The message he
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brought was a message of pardon and peace to
the children of men ;—of consolation to the af-
flicted ;—of liberty to the captive ;—a display of
the love and mercy of God ;—and a dxscovery
of a life beyond the grave.

The object of worship exhibited to our view,
in the gospel preached by Jesusand his apostles,
is the Being who created the heavens and the
earth; almighty, omniscient, and omwsent-
nm utable\T,lnmte “and eternal ; not, like the
imaginary deities of the heathen world, local and
limited. * The worship he requires is the incense
of the heart ; the dispositions with which it is to
e offered are, meekness, humlhty, and sincerity,

“ God 1s a spirit, and they “who worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth.” His |
character is, ¢ the Father;”
his attributes, mercy and goodness; his ways, ]
righteousness and truth. Such is the Being the |
gospel calls upon us to love, to reverence, and )
adore.

The gospel is pure in all its precepts. | It re-
quires holiness of heart and' conduct in all its
vataries, It forbids the indulgence of vice, and
condemns every vicious inclination. It declares -/
that “ without holiness no one can see God.”—
Its laws reach not only to the outward conduct,
but extend to the thoughts of the heart. It re-
quires us to stifle the first emotions of evil, to

his nature is love; /
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suppress the first risings of angry passions. It
ranks the hater of his brother among murderers
‘and declares, that ¢ he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen, cannot love God whom he
hath not seen.”

The gospel is a message of peace to the con-
science wounded on account of transgression
and sin; and it effects peace by directing the
penitent sinner to the mercy and goodness of God.
It promotes peace among mankind, by forbidding
all strife and animosity. It teaches usto exer-
cise mutual forbearance to all, and pronounces a
blessing on the ““ peace makers.” Asitpromotes
peace and concord among individuals, so it is no
less calculated to promote the peace of nations.
The predictions of the Jewish prophets lead us
to expect a period when the nations of the earth
shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks; when they shall
learn the horrid trade of war no more. Were
the kings and rulers of the earth properly im-
pressed with the truth and importance of chris-
tianity ; were they influenced by the benign prin-
ciples of the religion of Jesus, this happy state
- of things would soon commence ;—the kingdoms
of 'this world would become the kingdoms. of
God and his Messiah ; oppression would cease—
governors would be peaceable, and the regulators
of public affairs would be righteous in all their
actions.
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- The gospel not only inculcates peace and har-
mony, but requires active benevolence, and all
the kind offices man can render to his fellow-man.
“ Love one another,” was'the new commandment
Jesus gave to his disciples. Their love to one
another was to be the test of their discipleship ;
and the distinguishing mark by which they were
to be known as such by the world. The apostle
Paul exhorted christians not to seek their own
welfare merely, but each one the good of others.
In our relative duties, we are required to do to
others as we would they should do to us.

Christianity strongly and uniformly inculcates
the love of our enemies. * If ye love them that |
love you,” said Jesus ¢ what reward have ye? (3
But I say unto you, love your enemies, do good ~
to them that hate you, and pray for them who
despitefully use you and persecute you.” « If ye
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will
your heavenly father forgive your trespasses.”—
« If thine enemy hunger,” says Paul, ‘“ feed him,
if he thirst, give him drink.”

The founder of the christian religion exempli-
fied in his own conduct the precepts he inculcated
on his disciples. “ He does not stand at the
bottom of the hill, the station from which many
other teachers have sent forth the voice of instruc-
tion, and content himself with pointing to
the top, and saying to his fellow-inhabitants of

¢
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the valley, ¢ go up yonder " it is from the beights
of goodness that he exhorts mankind to mount
up into elevated benevolence : the animating lan-
guage of his excitation torise is, ¢ hither rise " his
call to us, to move upwards, comes down from
the pinnacle to which he directs our flight.”

«“ He who exhorts us to love our enemies, em-
bodied the spirit of his exhortation in his life.—
He loved his enemies with an ardor, which all
their cruelty could not extinguish. He blessed,
with the warmest devotion, those that with the
severest bitterness cursed him. He did the
greatest good that human benevolence could do,
to them that hated him with all the virulence
that buman malignity can feel. Who, without
veperation, can behold a man, in whom, all the
indignities and cruelties which it was in the power
of his enemies to heap upon' him, were able to
excite no other feeling, relative to them, than
pity! Who, without amazement, can contem-
plate a being, as susceptible of pain as any of us,
under all the agonies of crucifixion, and in the
midst of popular reproach ; more pointed and
piercing than the nails that transfixed his limbs,
or the spear that penetrated his side, employing
the last gasp which his enemies have left him, in
utterihg a prayer for their forgiveness.” *

* Fawcett’s Sermon on the Love of our Enemies.
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We are required by the gospel not to wait
until he who hath offended us seek to be recon-
ciled ; but we are to use all the means in our
power to effect such reconciliation.  If thy
brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell
him his fault between him and thee alone : if he
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.”

We are called upon to abstain even from things
mnocent in themselves, should they be a cause
of offence, or of stumbling to a weak and scru-
pulous brother. <« If meat cause my brother to
offend,” says Paul, “ I will eat no flesh while the
world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.”

Christianity recommends the most unbounded
philanthropy. The sages of antiquity declaimed ,
on the love of country, the virtue of patriotism.
Jesus directed his disciples to exercise the bene- _
volent affections in a more eunlarged sphere ; toﬁ
cultivate love to all mankind. When, on a cer-
tain occasion, he recommended to a Jewish law-
ver the duty of loving his neighbour as himself,
the narrow minded Israelite, full of the preju-
dices of his nation, and limiting his kindness to
his own people, asked, ¢ who is my neighbour ?”
Jesus related the story of the man, who, travel-
ing from Jerusalem to Jericho, fell among thieves,
who stripped him of his raiment, wounded him
and left him for dead. A priest traveling that
way passed by the unfortunate sufferer, without

c2
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affording him any succor; a levite also_showed
the same unfeeling disposition; but a Samaritan,
one for whom the Jews entertained the greatest
contempt, by his acts of mercy and kindness,
proved himself superior to the Jewish ecclesias-
tics ; and the lawyer was constrained to acknow-
ledge that his acts of mercy entitled him to the
character of neighbour. ¢ Thy neighbour, says
the spirit of benevolence which dictated the an-
swer to the Jew’s inquiry, is man; the Samaritan’s
neighbour is not only the Samaritan, but the Jew,
The neighbour of the Jew is not only the Jew, but
the Samaritan. Thy neighbour, whoever thou
art that makest the inquiry, thy neighbour is he,
whom God hath made in his own likeness, of one
blood with thyself. Whoever answers to this
description has a claim to thy fraternal affection ;
and, whenever in a situation to need them of
thee, to thy neighbourly offices ; although thou
have never touched with thy foot, or descried
from a distance, or seen in description, the coun-
try whence he came ; although thou have heard
no traveler tell of the land that gave him birth,
although thou understand not one word of his
language ; although thou believe not one article
of his creed.” *

Whatever claim our country and our relatives

* Fawcett's Sexmons, veol. ii. p. 151.
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may haveupon our affections and our benevolence,
we are never to forget that we are a_part of the
great family of man. Like the blessings of the
gospel, our good wishes, our charity, and our
kind offices, are to be extended, as faras occasion
calls for, and our ability allows, to all our fellow
creatures. In this alone, we can imitate our
God and Father, « who is good to all and whose
tender mercies are over all his works;” and b

doing this we manifest that we are his children.

Christianity prohibits nothing to man, but those
things which would be injurious to his improve-
ment, peace, and happiness. It condemns the
sordid selfish views of those who would build
their own welfare on the ruin of others; and
promote their own interests at the expense of the
interests of the community.

The grand and most important design of chris-
tianity is, to reveal to us a life beyond the grave.
Dark and cheerless were the ideas entertained
by the sages of antiquity on this most important
and interesting subject. Even Socrates, the wi-
sest, and the most virtuous among them, had but
very confused notions of another life. He thonght
it would be a great advantage to mankind, if God
would afford them a revelation on this subject.
Jesus has brought life and immortality to light.
By his death and resurrection, death is stript of
its terrors, the grave of its glooti. By the con-

2
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sideration of a future life the human powers are
expanded. The man whose hopes and expecta-
tions are confined to this life only, must contem-
plate death and the tomb with sensations of me-
lancholy ; but he who in hisideas associates the
future witk the present scene, is the subject of
widely different feelings. Heviewsall the events
of this life, as connected with that to come, and
on this ground reconciles his mind to those cir-
cumstances of an afflictive nature, with which he
is surrounded ; and considers them as means by
which his improvement is to be promoted, and
by which he is to be trained up for the world to
come.

This slight sketch of christianity will be suffi-
cient to show, that a system so pure, so benevo-
lent, so just; combining the good of individuals
with that of society, and alternately promoting
and improving each by reciprocal operations of
the offices of kindness and love, is a blessing to
the human race, favorable to the best interests of
man both here and hereafter. It is a stranger to
every persecuting principle, and teaches its vo-
taries to submit to wrong, rather than offer vio-
lence to any one. It asks not the arm of power
to enforce its laws. It imposes no fines, inflicts
no penalties for opinions; it recommends no
dungeons in which to immure heretics. It re-
quires not implicit faith, but calls for credence on
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the foundation of evidence only. Its beauty is
its simplicity, and its glory is its purity.” A stran-
ger to worldly pomp and parade, its votaries are
not generally among the great, the noble, or the
wise of this world. Its denunciations areagainst
the unjust, the impure, the hypocrite, the unre-
lenting, the unforgiving, and the persecutor.

If men bearing the christian name have been

persecutors, the crime has been their own, and
is by no means to be charged upon christianity.
The motives of their conduct were derived from
a far different source. The causes which pro-
duced such actions will be developed in the fol-
lowing pages, and ‘will be found to owe their
origin to the corruptions of the christian system ;
and, especially, to the union of the civil power
with ecclesiastical domination.
. No sooner did the church and state coalesce,
or a church arise upon the shoulders of human
constitutions, than a standard of opinions, differ-
ent from the scriptures, was erected ; another
judge of controversies established ; and the rights
of conscience and of private judgment trampled
under foot. Weak and fallible men took upon
them to dictate to other weak and fallible men,
what they should believe, and what they should
practice.

Whoever has paid any serious attention to the
New Testament will perceive that this is contrary
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to the very- spirit and design of christianity.—
Jesus exhorted his followers to ¢ search the
i scriptures,” that they might satisfy themselves
that he was the Messiah predicted by the ancient
prophets. He exhorted them to call no man
master, and to yield their. consciences to none
but God. The apostles disclaimed all authority
and lordship over the consciences of their bre-
thren. “ Why even of yourselves judge ye not
what is right.”? ¢ Prove all things, hold fast that
which is good.” This is the language of the
New Testament. The Bereans are commended
as more noble than the Thessalonians, because
“ they searched the scriptures ” to see :if the
preaching of the apostles was consistent therewith.
As God has given to every man reason and un-
derstanding, it is his duty to exercise the same
upon every subject that he deems of importance,
and religion is a subject of the first importance.
Had it been intended by God that an individual,
or a company of individuals associated in coun-
cil should be the umpire of faith and opinion
among christians, the reason, and discriminating
powers of individuals would have been quite
useless ; but every man is capable of judging
for himself, therefore the right of judging belongs
to every man.
All men are the children of the same God; he
is the commonfather of all. He has notbestowed



33

privileges upon some which he has denied to
others. He invites all his children to approach
him, and requires they should worship him with
a free-will offering. ¢ My son give me thy heart.”
But this would be otherwise were there a human
umpire, and dictator, in matters of religion.—
Men may indeed perform a ceremonious worship,
without much exercise of the understanding;
but no man can be really religious, any further
than he is influenced by the convictions of his
own mind. |

At the great judgment day, men must give an
account of their actions in their own proper per-
sons, and receive according to the deeds they
have done in'the body. No substitute will be
admitted there.’ The very idea of persoual re-
spousibility is an argument in favor of the right
of private judgment. If I must give an account
of my actions, it is requisite that I should judge
of the motives by which I am to act; and whe-
ther it be right or wrong for me to perform or not
perform such and such actions.

By asserting the right of private judgment we
shall be on our guard'against those prejudices
which are the consequence of a blind attachment
to human authority. Men have been generally
too apt to pay an undue deference to antiquity,
on its own account merely. Antiquity ought
never to be pleaded in favor of falsehood. Error
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is'no less so, however ancient it may be; and
truth ought not to be rejected because of its
late discovery.  The doctrine of the circulation
of the blood, and of the motions of the planets
round the sun, is no less true, bec¢ause unknown
to the ancients. - Indeeéd, had men continued
blindly to follow the opinions of the ancients, and
rejected all modern discoveries in science and
philosophy, then Copernicus, Newton, Bacon
and Locke, and many other illustrious men,
would have lived in vain; ¢ we must have,  blun-
dered on still in successive generations, amongst -
absurdities and thick darkness, and a hundred
useful inventions for the happiness of human life
had never been known.”* If such conduct would
be improper in philosophy, it surely cannot be
right in religion. > .

Civil government have no authority 'in matters
of religion. Policy and expediency have had
more influence with governments, respecting re-
ligion, than the love of religion itself. Opinions
have been countenanced and established as true,
at one time, which have been condemned as false
and heretical, at another, the history of our coun-
try affords many melancholy examples of this
fact. :

““ As for principles of religion,” says a cele-

* Watts’ Logic, p. 225, 9th Edit.
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brated writer, - we frequently find how they are
taken up and forsaken, changed-and resumed by
the influence -of princes. 'In all nations the
priests have much power also in dictating the re-
ligion of  the people, but the princes dictate to
them: and ‘where there is a great pomp and
grandeur attending the priesthood in any religion
whatsoever, with so much the more reverence and
stronger faith do the people believe whatever
they teach them: yet it is too often evident that
riches, and dominions, and high titles in church
or state have no manner of pretence to truth and
certainly, wisdom and goodness, above the rest
of mortals, because the superiorities in this world
are not always conferred according to merit.”

“To free ourselves from these prejudices, it is
sufficient to remember, that there is no rank nor
character among mankind, which has any just
pretence to sway the judgments of other men by
their authority : for there have been persons of
the same rank and character who have maintain-
ed different and contrary sentiments; but all
these can never be true, and therefore the mere
name or reputation that any of them possesses, is
not a sufficient evidence for truth.”

‘ Shall we judge of matters of the christian faith
by the fathers or primitive writers for three or
four hundred years after Christ? But they often
contradicted one another, and themselves too ;
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and, what is worse, they sometimes contradicted
the scripture itself.” \

“To believe in all things as our predecessors
did, is the ready way to keep mankind in an
everlasting state of infancy, and to lay an eternal
bar against all the improvements of our reason
and our happiness. If we ought always to be-
lieve whatsoever our parents, or our priests, or
our princes believe, the inhabitants of China
ought to worship their own idols, and the savages
of Africa ought'to believe all the nonsense, and
practice the idolatry of their negro fathers and
kings. The British nation, when it was heathen,
could never have become christian ; and when it
was a slave to Rome, it could never have been
reformed.”

“ Besides, let us consider that the great God,
our common maker, has never given one man’s
understanding a legal and rightful sovereignty to
detenmine truths for others, at least after they are
past the state of childhood or minority. No sin-
ele person, how learned and wise, and’ great so-
ever, or whatsoever natural, or civil, or ecclesias-
tical relation he may have to us, can claim this
dominion over our faith. St. Paul the apostle,
in his private capacity would not do it ; nor hath
an inspired man any such authority, until-he
makes lis divine commission appear. Our Sa-
viour himself tells the Jews, that if he had not



37

done such wondrous works among them, they
had not sinned in disbelieving his doctrines, and
refusing him for the messiah. No bishop or pres-
byter, no synod or council, no church or assem-
bly of men, (since the days of iuspiration) hath
power derived to them from God to make creeds
or articles of faith for ns, and impose them upon
our understandings. /[ We must all act according
to the best of our own light, and the judgment of
our own consciences, using the best advantages
which providence hath given us, with an honest
and impartial diligence to enquire and search out
the truth 3/ for every one of us must give an ac-
count of himself to God.| To believe as the
church, or the court believes, is but a sorry and
a dangerous faith.” *

The auathority of the fathers and the decision
of councils, ought to have no weight, in determi-
ning our opinions, because they contradict and
oppose each other. Justin, Ireneus, and Tertul-
lian, promised their followers the enjoyment of a
thousand years, the diamonds and the sapphires
of Jerusalem, with glory and worldly prosperity ;
Dionysius of Alexandria, Gregory Nazianzen,
and St. Jerome, counted these notions as the idle
fancies of children and dotards. A difference of
opinion was entertained between the Bishops of

* Watts’ Logic, part II. ch. iii. sect. 4.
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Asia and Victor, respecting the celebration of
Easter ; of Cyprian and Stephen, on the baptism
of heretics. St. Jerome, with others, held that
the reprehension of Peter by Paul was a piece
of dissembling, concerted and well understood
between the two apostles ; St. Augustine main-
tained the contrary. Justin maintained that it
was really the soul of Samuel which appeared
to Saul, on the invocation of the witch of Endor ;
others, that it was only a phantom. One thought
that it was an apostolic tradition, that christians
should assemble three times a week to partake
of the Lord’s Supper ; others thought differently.
Some maintained that it was a duty to fast on a
Saturday ; others condemned this practice as
contrary to christianity. Some maintained that
Christ died at the age of forty or fifty years;
others that he died at the age of thirty or thirty-
one. There is scarcely any subject supposed to
be connected with christianity on which these
holy fathers did not differ. The council of Sar-
dica gave to Rome the right of receiving the ap-
peal of all bishops; the council of Chalcedon
gave this right to Constantinople. The council
of Laodicea left out of the canon of the scrip-
tures the books of Maccabees, Ecclesiasticus,
Wisdom, Tobit, and Judith ; the council of Car-
thage esteemed them canonical. Many more
instances might be added to show that not only
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a diversity, buta contrariety, of opinions prevailed
among the fathers and councils ; but these are
sufficient to prove, that they are of no authority ;
that they are far from being safe gnides, and in-
- fallible judges. [ It is in vain for men to call for
uniformity of opinim}, when they are divided
among themselves, respecting what ought to be
believed and practisedj

If, then, christianity be a revelation from God
to man, in which the divine benevolence is pecu-
liarly displayed, and kindness and good-will
among mankind inculcated upon the principle
that they are the creatures of one God, the chil-
dren of one father—if the rights of conscience
are guaranteed by it—jf men are accountable
to God alone for their religious faith and prac-
tice—it follows, that all human interference be-
tween man and his maker is not only unjustifiable,
but arrogant ; and that intolerance and persecu-
tion are crimes of more than common magnitude. |/

The only authority is the scripture, and, as the
great Chillingworth says, ¢ the BIBLE, the BIBLE,
is the religion of Protestants.” This is the stan-
dard by which all opinions must be judged ; the
test by which they must be tried.—* To the law
and to the testimony ” we must refer. Every man
must judge for himself; and having used all the

* See Daillé on the Use of the Fathers, and Priestley’s History of
Early Opinions.
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means in his power to know and understand the
scriptures, to God, and not to man he is account-
able for the conclusion to which he comes, the
opinions he entertains, and the particular mode
of religious worship he adopts. Humility and
openness to conviction ought to be connected with
\all his researches. Truth should be the object of
his pursuits, and truth he ought to pursue, what-
‘ever may be the consequence. And should hu-
man power and authority attempt to interfere, he
may say,  Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but
“!10 are ye ?”
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CHAP. III

On the constitution of the Christian Church in the

Apostolic age. Causes of ils deglension. Union
of Church and Slate, &-e.

Tue word cuurcH has been a source of conten-
tion among men for ages. Ecclesiastics who
have appropriated the term to themselves. and
associated therewith worldly power and emolu-
ment, have, in all nations, more or less, supported
their usurpations by penal statutes, and perse-
cuted those who would not submit to their in-
junctions.

Christ declares, that “ his kingdom is not of this
world,” nothing therefore could be further from
his intention, than the founding of what might
be called a polity or state. ZHis church is not of
a sccular nature to be cither propagated or de-
fended by an arm of flesh, or to have its laws
cuforced by human sanctions, orany such tem
poral punishments as can be inflicted by human
authority. .

We cannot conceive a greater contrast between
the spirit of his injunctions, and that spirit of
proud domination, which in succeeding ages

D



42

became predominant in what was then called the
church.

During the life of Jesus, the christian church
consisted of himself and a few humble followers.
He was the institutor, the father, the head ; they
were his disciples, his members, and his friends.
He governed them by thelaws of lov:z-V instruct-
ed them in the most affectionate manner; set
them an example, not only of the most exalted
piety, and ardent devotion to God; but of the
most disinterested kindness and love to men.—
He condescended to wash the feet of his disci-
ples, thereby teaching them that they ought to
administer to the happiness, comfort, and conve-
nience of each other, although in accomplishing
it, the performance of what might be deemed
humiliating would be necessary.

This little church was dispersed at the death
of their founder; but they gathered together
again after his resurrection. At the time of his
ascension it appears, by Acts 1. 15, their number
was about a hundred and twenty. One of the
twelve, whom Jesus had chosen as apostles, apos-
tatized, and betrayed his master into the hands
of those who sought his life ; andafterwards died
a sad and miserable death. Inthe first assembly
of the christians, after the ascension of Jesus,
they chose by lot Matthias, to be an apostle in
the place of Judas.\ The first instance we have
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of the choice of a minister or officer in the chris-
tian church, is an election by the votes of the
members composing that church; and which may
serve as a model to all future times.  In this in-
stance we find the apostles placed themselves on
a perfect level with their brethren,

On the day of Pentecost, many were converted to
christianity by the preaching of the apostles, and
joined themselves to the church. The christians
continued to increase in number, and we are in-
formed, in the sixth chapter of the Acts of the
apostles, that, when there arose a murmuring of
the Grecians against the [lebrews, because their
widows were neglectedin thedaily administration,
the whole body of the christians was, in conse-
quence of this, called together ; and the apostles
recommended them to choose seven men, from
among themselves, of honest report, to be ap-
pointed to the management of the temporal con-
cerns of thesociety, while they devoted themselves
to the work of preaching. 'The assembly pro-
cceded to the election, and the seven men so
chosen were placed before the apostles, who, by
prayer and the laying on of hands,setthem apart
to their office. These were called deacons.

By the travels aud preaching of the apostles,
the gospel was carried into different countries,
the gentiles embraced christianity, and churches
were formed, and established., Ministers were

D2
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appointed under the denomination of elders, who
were to feed the church of Christ by instruction
and example. These elders had also the name
of bishops, as appears evidently from Acts xx.
When Paul was at Miletus he sentto Ephesus,
and called the elders of the church, to whom he
gave a summary of his conduct dnring his apos-
tleship, and after informing them that they should
see his face no more, he solemnly enjoined them
to take heed to themselves and to the flock over
which the Holy Ghost had made them overseers ;
or bishops, according to the word in the greek.
"The Christian Church in its origin, was a com-
pany of men believing in the doctpines and fol-
lowing the precepts of the gospel. | They agreed
to meet together for the public worship of God,
chose and appointed among themselves those
who should minister to them in their public
assemblies, and managed all their concerns as
a congregation, independent of any other congre-
gation whatever. [In every church there appears
to have been one or more elders, or bishops, but
we no where read in the New Testament of a
metropolitan bishop. Nor do we"read in that
book of a national church
Properly, there are in the New Testament, but
two Ol‘]"’lllal senses of the word ecclesia, (elnnch)
which'can be called different th()ufrh related.—
One is, when it denotes a number of people ac-
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tually assembled, or accustomed to assemble
together, and is then .proper’ly rendered by the
English term congregation, convention, assembly»
and sometimes, crowd, as Acts xix, 32—40.—
The other sense is to denote a society united to-
gether by some common tie, though not convened
or perhaps convenable in one place, and in this
acceptation, as well as in the former, it some-
times occurs in classical writers, as signifying a
state, or commonwealth, and nearly correspond-
ing to the latin civitas.

In our time we speak of the church of Rowme,
the church of Eungland, the church of Scotland.
&c. as of societies complete and independent of
themselves, But such language was not used in
the days of the apostles, They did not say, the
church of Asia, or the church of Macedonia, or
the church of Achaia, but the churches of God,
in Asia, the churches in Macedonia, the churches
in Achaia, The plural numberis invariably used
when more than one congregation is spoken of ;
unless the sabject be of the whole christian com-
munity, then it is called the church of Christ—
the church of God. Nor is this the manner of
the sacred writers only, it is the usual language
of the ecclesiastical writers of the two first cen-
turies.*

* See Dr. Campbell's Lectures on Ecclesiastical History ; the Adresses
of the apostles, in their several Epistles to the ehristian churches, and

the directions given to John, in the book of Revelation, respecting lis
addresses to the seven churches in Asia,



16

‘From the whole account in the New Testament
it is evident, that the churches established by
the apostles were not national churches; but
every congregationof christians was denominated
a church. Christ was their only acknowledged
head, and they were all brethren. The apostle
Peter exhorted the elders of the churches to
which his epistles are addressed “ to feed the
flock of God, to take the oversight thereof, not
by constraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre,’
but of a ready mind ; neither as being lords over
God’s heritage, but as ensamples to the flock.”

Peter, who has been in after ages exalted to
the rank of snpremacy and infallibility by the
Romish church calls himself an elder, and ranks
himself on a level with other elders. ¢ The el-
ders which are among you I exhort, who also am
an elder.” 1 Pet. v.i. And as an encouragement
to the elders whom he had exhorted to diligence
and circumspection, he adds, (verse 5.) “ And
when the chief shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crows of glory that fadeth not.—Christ
is styled, ¢ the shepherd,”— the chief shepherd.”
The apostles never assumed the title, nor was it
until christianity had become corrupted by the
inventions of men, that any title denoting supe-
riority and lordship was ever given to a Iminister
of the christian church.
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In the time of the apostles, says Dr. Campbell,*
“ was formed a community of the disciples of
Jesus which was called his church, a word that
denotes no more than society or assembly, and
is sometimes used in the New Testament, with
evident analogy to the common use, to signify
the whole community of christians considered
as one body, of which Christ is denominated the
head, and sometimes only a particular congrega-
tion of christians. In this general society founded
in the unity of their faith, their hope, their love,
cemented, as it were, by a communion or joint
participation, as occasion offered, in religious
offices, in adoration, in baptism, and in the com-
memoration of the sufferings of their Lord, pre-
served by a most friendly intercourse, and by
frequent instructions, admonitions, reproofs when
necessary, and even by the exclusion of those
who had violated such powerful and solemn en-
gagements : in all this, I say, there was nothing
that interfered with the temporal powers. They
claimed no jurisdiction over the person, the li-
berty, or the property of any man. And if they
expelled out of their own society, and, on satis-
fying their cenditions, re-admitted those wo bad
been expelled, they did in this only exercise a
right, which any private company, like a knot

* Y.cctures on Egclesiastical History, vol. i. p. 43.
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of artists or philosophers, may freely exercise;
namely, to give the benefit of their own company
or conversation to whom, and on what terms, they
judge proper: a right which ean never justly be
considered as in the least infringing on the secu-
lar powers. 'The christians every where acknow-
ledged themselves the subjects of the state, whe-
ther monarchical or republican, absolute or free,
under which they lived ; entitled to the same
privileges with their fellow-subjects, and bound
as much as any of them to the observance of the
laws of their country. They pleaded no ex-
emption but in one case; a case wherein every
man, though not a christian, has a natural title
to exemption ; that is, not to obey a law which
is unjust in itself, and which he is persuaded in
his conscience to be so. But in regard to rights
merely of a personal or a private nature, over
which the individual has a greater power, far
from being pertinacious asserters of these, they
held it for an invariable maxim, that it is much
better to suffer wrong, than either to commit or
to avenge it.” 3

When the christians increased in number, espe-
cially in large cities, differences would arise be-
tween individuals concerning matters of property
and of civil rights. 'These disputes and differ-
ences would lead to law suits before the heathen
judges or magistrates. These law suits would
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increase the differences already existing, and
bring a scandal upon the profession of christians,
whose criterion had been declared by -their Lord
and master to be mutual love. Examples of this
kind existed in the church of Corinth, and the
conduct of those christians is censured by the
apostle Paul, 1 Cor. vi. 1. He advises them to
settle all their disputes among themselves, and,
in order to this, to appoint some of their brethren
as arbitrators, instead of appealing to the civil
magistrate.

These primitive and chosen arbiters claimed no
coercive power of any kind over' their fellow
christians. The judgment they pronounced was
very properly termed, in primitive times, the
judgment of charity, or love. By this principle
alone were the judges influenced, (without salary
or emoluments) to undertake the office ; by this
alone were the parties disposed to submit to the
sentence : and by this principle alone, where an
injury had been committed, the offender was in-
duced, as far as possible, to make reparation, and
the offended as readily to grant forgiveness =~ No
mention do we find of bailiffs or tipstafls, fines,
imprisonments, or distraining of goods. As the
principal view in examining and deciding such
questions, was the radical cure of the evil, that is,
of every thing that might look like animosity, or
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discontent among the disciples of Christ; they
neither had, nor desired to have, any other means
of enforcing their decisions, than such as the love
of peace and union, and the interests of the com-
anon cause necessarily gave them. To have ap-
plied as umpires in christian states, in after times,
have done, for the interposition of the secular
arm to enforce their decrees, would have been
recurring to that very evil, for the prevention of
'which, they had been nominated as judges by
their brethren.®

The members of the churech, who were to be
judges of the conduct of their brethren, either
by the matter being brought before them as a
body, or before those whom they should delegate,
could not be any distinct body of men. Indeed,
the apostle did not take upon himself to judge
of these matters. It appears, that in cases only,
in which a private iuterview, or the interposition
of the delegates of the christian congregation,
or church, had heen unsuccessful, that the matter
was brought before the church. This plan had
been pointed out by Christ, Mat. xviii. 15-—18.
< If thy brother trespass against thee, go and tell
him his fault, between thee and him alone ; if he
hear thee, thou has gained thy brother; but if he
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or

+
* Campbell’s Lectures on Ecclesiastical History.



51

two more, that in the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses every word may be established ; and if he
neglect to hear them, tell it to the church, but if
he neglect to hear the church let him be to thee
as a heathen and a pnblican. Verily, I say unto
you, whatsoever ye shall bind on carth, shall be
bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” In acting
thus, according to my advice and instruction, ye
will have the approbation of heaven. The prac-
tice of the apostles was in strict conformity to the
injunctions of their master.

Happy had it been for the church, and happy
for the world, if the professed disciples of Jesus
had adhered to the precepts of their master, and
followed the directions and advice of his apos-
tles; but there were not wanting men in the early
periods of christianity, who, ambitious of being
the leaders and heads of a party, imposed upon
the judgment of their weak brethren. Judaizing
teachers arose and formed to themselves a party.
Dissentions were the consequence. Stiltclinging
to the Mosaic ritual, they sought to blend the
law and the gospel together.

In the course of time, attempts were made to
unite the mysteries of pagan theology with the
christian system. Ashamed of the cross of Christ,
and of being known as the disciples of Jesus of
Nazareth, whom the Jews had put to an iguomi-
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nious death, a sect arose, which denied the reality
of the sufferings, death, and resurrection of Jesus,
these were known by the name of Gnostics.—
¢ Intoxicated with a fondoess for their opinions,
not a few of the christians were induced to secede
from all association with the advocates for sound
doctrine, and to form themselves into various
sects, which, as time advanced, became daily
more extensive and numerous, and were for
several ages, productive of very serious inconve-
niencies to the christian commonwealth.”*

To the corruption of christian doctrine, and
perversion of christian practice, soon succeeded
the attempt at dominion over conscience. They
who ought to have considered themselves as the
servants of the church, assumed authority to dic-
tate in matters of faith, and claimed for themselves
powers and privileges, incompatible with the
rights of their brethren, and instead of being
helpers of others, and ministers to their common
interests and advantage, became lords over God’s
heritage.

The church being divided, upon subjects, some
of which were of very trivial import, such as the
celebration of Laster, and others of like indiffer-
ence, but for which, they who took the lead, mu-
tually reviled and anathematized each other, an

* Mosheim’s cqmmentarics, vol. 1, p, 308.
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opportunity was given to men of ambitious views,
to improve the dissentions they had occasioned to
their own agerandizement and worldly interests.

Thus the way was paved for the introduction
of worldly policy iuto the christian church, and
the union of civil and ecclesiastical anthority,
which was completed by Constantine, called the
first christian emperor.  From this time, ¢ the |
prerogatives of the King of heaven were settled,
or changed, or modified in the cabinets of an
carthly monarch.*

There must have been a very great departure
from the purity and simplicity of the gospel, or
Constantine would uever have obtained so much
influence amone the christians; and the tale of
his conversion would not have obtained credit.
Indeed, it had so much the appearance of being
the effect of superstition or of fraud, that it is a
little questionable whether it was at all really
believed.  The historian of his own life, who, at
the command of the emperor, twenty years after,
penned the particulars respecting the vision of
the cross on the face of the sun, and the legend
surrounding it, does not appear to credit it, but
says, * who could doubt the word of an emperor,
when that word was confirmed by a royal oath?”{

* Gibbon’s Rome. vol. 1. p. 545.

t Eusebius in the life of Constantine. See an excellent dissertation on
this subject, in the appendix to Dr. Gregory’s 1st volume of his History
of the Christian Church ; also Dr. Priestley’s Church History.
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Constantine, although he professed the chris-
tian faith, retained a deal of pagan superstition,
he was pleased to be represented with the sym-
bols of the god of light and poetry. To such a
man the plain, unadorned worship sanctioned
by christianity, would appear exceedingly dull
and insipid.

The simple rites and institutions of the founder
of christianity, were superseded by pomp and
show, by splendid trappings, and gorgeous cere-
monials. Titles and dignities, not only unknown
to christiauity, but forbidden by Christ, were con-
ferred upon these who officiated as ministers,
who were more the dependants on a court and
the equipage of princes, than overseers and pas-
tors of the christian church. They who had been
known only as ministers, pastors, and brethren
among their fellow christians ; now assumed the
dignity of lords, formed theinselves into a distinct
class of men, assumed the title of the clergy,
while their flock was herded under the name of
the laity.*

Thus become a worldly priesthood, their spirit
and temper would be transferred to their worship,
and a system of dogmas, of creeds and articles of
faith, would be introduced in the place of that

* The progress of ecclesiastical authority gave hirth to that memorable
distinction of the laity and clergy, which had been unknown to the Greeks
and Romans.—Gibbon’s Rome, vol, i. p. 340,
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faith, piety, and rational devotion, which the gos-
pel inculcates, and which God approves.

The loose wanderings of the imagination were
gradually counfirmed by creeds and confessions of
faith.  The freedom of private judgment sub-
mitted to the public wisdom of synods, and the
authority of a theologian was determined by his
ecclesiastical rank. Uniformity of opinion, and
of practice in religious worship was attempted ;
it was inforced by penal statutes, fines, confisca-
tions, imprisonments, exile and death. ¢ Whole
troops of those who were styled heretics were
massacred, particularly at Cyzicus, and at Sa-
mosata. In Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Galatia; and
in many of the provinces, towns and villages
were laid waste and utterly destroyed.” *

Thus was verified the declaration of the apos-
tle Paul, Acts xx. 29. ¢ For I know this, that
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock.” 'This me-
lancholy fact, will be exemplified in the subse-
quent pages of this work.

* Julian Epist. 52.
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-CHAP. 1V.

On Superstition and its effects on Laterature, RKe-
ligion, and Social Happiness. Instances and
tllustrations, &c.

Tae doctrines taught by Christ and his apostles,
are plain and easy of comprehension. The pre-
cepts of the gospel have a happy tendency to
promote the welfare of the human race. The
former display the character of the Divine Being
in the most amiable light ; the latter direct us to
the practice of those things which are connected
with our present and future well-being. The
gospel reveals a God of unbounded goodness, of
infinite mercy, and of unceasing benevolence.
Superstition reverses the whole; it inspires the
most gloomy apprehensions, and creates the most
tormenting fears. It presents to our view a Be-
ing unlovely, and of a character not to be con-
templated without the greatest horror, nor to be
approached, but in a way abhorrent alike to rea-
son and revelation. To superstition we owe the
multiplicity of intermediate advocates which a
misguided judgment, or capricious fancy created.
The invocation of saints and angels would never
have been thought of, had not very gross miscon-
ceptions of the divine character been entertained,
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and a great departure from the simplicity of the
gospel taken place. Had not reason been tram-
pled on, the heathens would not have multiplied
their gods, nor had recourse to such low and
ridiculous means of appeasing their supposed
anger. 'The accidental flight of birds, the pal-
pitations of reeking entrails, and the disposi-
tions of chickens, would never have been con-
verted into good or ill omens, so as to become
to them a source of satisfaction or of uneasiness.
Had the professed followers of Jesus of Nazareth,
kept alive the spirit of piety and devotion which
he inculcated, and of which his whole life was so
striking an example, they would not have becoine
subject to that spirit of bondage engendered by
supeistition.  But, in proportion as they departed
from the spirit of the gospel, and rational piety
decreased, superstition made its inroads; and an
undue importance was attributed to rites and
ceremonics, while their end and design vanished.
Superstition began to discover itself even in _
the tume of the apostles. Paul, in writing to the /
Galatians, ch. 1v. 10, 11, says, ¢ ye observe days, Z
and months, and times, and years, I am afraid |
of yon, lest I have bestowed upon you labor !
in vain.”  And to the Colossians he says, ch. ii.
18—23. ¢ Let no man beguile you of your re-
ward in a voluntary humility and worshiping
of angels ,—why as though living i the world
>
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are ye subject to ordinances, after the command-
ments and doctrines of men? Which things have
indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship, and
neglecting of the body ; not in any honor to the
satisfying of the fiesh.”

In the time of Tertullian, superstltlon had made
considerable progress: especially with respect
to baptism and the Lord’s supper. He says,
“ before we go to the water we declare in the
church before the bishop, that we renounce the
devil, his pomp, and his ministers. We are then
dipped three times, saying more than our Lord
in the gospel prescribed. We then taste of milk
and honey, and from that day abstain from our
usual washings a whole week. We take the sa-
crament of the Lord’s supper both at the usual
time of eating, and in those assemblies which are
held before day-break, nor do we take the ele-
ments from any other hands than those of the
clergy, we annually make oblations for the dead
as in commemoration of their proper birth. We
think it wrong to fast, or to kneel on the Lord’s
day, or in all the interval between Easter and
Pentecost. We are anxious lest any part of the
sacramental bread or wine fall to the ground.—
We sign ourselves with the sign of the cross in
the forehead, whenever we go from home or re-
turn, when we put on our clothes or our shoes,
when we go to the bath, or sit down to meat,
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when we light our candles, when we lie down,
and when we sit. For all these observances,” he )
says, ‘ we have no rule besides tradition.” ¥— /
This was a close imitation of the conduct of the /
Pharisees to whom Christ said, ¢ ye make void
the commandments of God by your traditions.” >
Superstition, like a noxious plant, had no
sooner taken root, than it grew with amazing ra-—
pidity. From a kind of affection and estcem for
those who had distinguished themsclves in pro-
moting the cause of christianity in the world, it
proceeded to a boundless veneration, and attached
a sanctity to their memory, which afterwards led
to the exalting them as objects worthy of a ho-
mage little less than that which is due to the
fountain of existence and the source of all good.
In process of time the mother of Jesus was in-
voked under the high titles of the *“ Mother of
God,” ““ Queen of Angels,” < Tower of Strength,”
“.Queen of Virtues,” and called upon as the all-
prevailing mediatrix, to intercede with the Father
and the Son in behalf of those who addressed to
her their prayers and supp]ications‘. Prayers
were offered to Peter, Paul, and all the holy
apostles ;—to the primitive martyrs of the chris-
tian faith, dignified with the title of saints ;—and
to others of later times whose greater austerities,

* De Corona, Sect. ifl. p, 101,
E2
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and supposed great virtues, obtained for them
the same appellation; whose names are re-
corded in the calendar, and which are too nu-
merous to be inserted in this place.—Not content
with these, angels and archangels have been, and
are still invoked, in the religious worship of a
large class of our fellow-men bearing the chris-
tian name, such as St. Michael, St. Gabriel, and
others, at the mention of whose names the people
are directed by their ritual to say, ¢ pray for us.”
Whatever are the motives of those who practice
such a system of worship, of which itis not my
province to judge, the fact remains the same, and
an impartial spectator judging only from what
he witnesses, would be led to conclude that the
oreat infinite and eternal Being, by whom all
things were created, and by whom all things are
upheld, is less the object of divine worship, than
the multitude of saints and angels to whom they
address the principal part of their supplications.

Superstition assumed the venerable form of
religion 5 abstruse and fanatical explanations of
scripture bewildered theimaginations of the mul-
titude ; and christianity was defended, not with
the tnvincible arm of simplicity and truth, but
by the glittering and brittle weapons of S(‘)\]ﬂlﬁry
and invective.  An increasing vengration for
saints and martyrs was greatly promoted, not
only by the christian emperors, who erected su-
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petb churches over their remains, but by the ex- -
hortations of the Fathers of the church, who
inculcated the belief of extraordinary miracles
performed by their relics ; and incited a degree
of worship towards those departed saints, whom
they represented as interceding with God ia favor
of those by whom they were invoked. About
the year 386 the piety of considerable numbers
of the people consisted chiefly in the carriage
and preservation of bones and relics ; and extra-
ordinary revelations were pretended to have been
made from heaven, for the discovery of the re-
mains of celebrated martyrs to the faith. Their
bodies had commonly been secretly interred, by
the pious zeal of their followers, in some obscure
place ; whence, after the persecution ceased,
they had been brought forth, and decently buried.
This custom, in some measure, gave rise to the
translation of relics, which was still farther ad-
vanced by a conformity to the practices of the
pagans, who carried about the images of their
gods with great solemnity. Constantine cotn-
manded the bodies of St. Andrew and St. Luke
to be conveyed away from the sepulchres where

they were deposited, to the magnificent church
at Constantinople, which he had dedicated to the
twelve apostles. The remains of St. Stephen,
after, they had-remained buried and unknown
more than three centuries, were said to have been /
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Yevealed by Gamaliel, the tutor of St. Paul,
\the favored Lucianus, a priest, and being dls-
covered in the place to which he had directed the
search, were removed with the utmost solemnity
lto Jerusalem; where they became so celebrated
| from the mnacles they were said to have per-
formed, that many devout visiters to Jerusalem
enriched their native cities, on their return, with
small portions of these surprising remaios. An
oratory, or chapel, was always erected over this
sacred deposit, which was called a memorial of
the martyr whose relics it contained. The tomb
of our Savior at Jerusalem was held in great
estimation, and was resorted to by crowds of
pious visiters, who carried away with them large
portions of holy earth, which was highly prized.
(' One of themost extraordinary discoveries of this
J century was that of the cross on which Christ
| had suffered ; which was said to have been found
by Helena, the miother of Constantine, on her
\_visit to the holy sepulchre. Pieces of this pre-
cious wood were distributed throughout the
christian world, and the cross, according to the
testimony of St. Paulinus, containing a vital
virtue in an inanimate and insensible sobstance,
vielded, and continued to yield almost daily, its
precious wood to the desires of an infinite num-
ber of persons, without suffering any diminution,



63

or appearance of having been touched.* A de-
gree of respect not less superstitious than that
paid to the wood of the cross, was demonstrated
by Constantine towards the image of Christ,
which he commanded to be made of the most
precious materials, and to be placed in the most
superb apartment of the imperial palace.t

The baneful effects of superstition soon became
visible in the influence it had on literature and
social life. In the fourth century, men affected
a monastic state ; retired from the world; and
secluding themselves from all” the concerns of
life, indulged the anti-social principle, under
pretence of devoting themselves to the service of
that Being who is the universal parent and bene-
factor of man; and who has so constituted our
nature that a large portion of our happiness must
be derived from an intercourse with our species.

The Egyptian Anthony,} appears to have been
the first who induced any considerable number to

* Tillemont, Hist. Eccles. lib. vii. ¢. 5. t Eusebius’ Life of Canstantine,
b. iii. c¢. 49.

t This Anthony is reported to have had many visits from
the Devil, who appeared to him in various forms; sometimes
aloue, and sometimes attended by a multitude of demons, in
the form of lions, tygers, bulls, serpents, wolves, and even
asses, who all attacked him at once, but were unable to pre-
vail againsthim. The combat was long and obstinate; during
whieh Christ is said to have been present, for lifting up his
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associate with him in the monastic state. Num-
bers, seized by a fanatical spirit, voluntarily in-
flicted upon themselves the severest sufferings,
and were content to be deprived of every earthly
good. . In this solitary state, like their leader
the illiterate Anthony, they rejected learning as
useless, if not pernicious, and professed to be
solely occupied in silence, meditation, and prayer.
When, however, they were formed into regular
societies, they emploved some part of their time
in study. Their melancholy modes of life pre-
pared and qualified them for all the vagaries of
a heated imagination: they had prophetic dreams,
saw visions, conversed with the different inhabi-
tants of the invisible world, and many closed a
life of madness in despair. The emperor Con-
stantine contributed greatly to the respect paid
to this state, by his attachment to those who de-
voted themselves to divine philosophy, or monk-

eyes, he saw the roof of the place uncovered, and a ray of
lightshining through itupon him. On this the demons disappear-
ed, his pain left him, and the Liut was found to have received no
injury. He then asked why Christ had not come to his as-
sistance sooner, and was answered, ‘1 was here, Anthony,
but I waited to be a spectator of your combat ; and since you
have not sunk under it, I shall always be your helper, and
shall make your name famous in all places.” The Devil,
afterwards tried various methods to seduce Anthony, but was
foiled in all his attempts. Sece the Life of Anthony, by Atha-
nasius. .



65

ery. ~ Considerable numbers of the softer sex
forsook their elegant abodes, and all the endear-
ments of domestic life, to dwell in caves and de-
serts. Among these, Paula, a matron, descended
from one of the most illustrious families at Rome,
with her daughter Eulalia, rent asunder every
delicate domestic tie ; and, forsaking her home,
her country, and her weeping oflspring, she visited
Jerome in Palestine, accompanied him in his
visit to Epiphanius at Cyprus, and went to Pau-
linus at Antioch.* Egypt was the great theatre
for monastic action ; and, at the close of the
fourth century, it was computed that twenty-
seven thousand monks and nuns were to be found
in that country. As neither opulence nor talents
were required from these solitary devotees, mouk-
ery oflered an agreeable asylum to the indolen

an'l illiterate, who, if their pretensions to auste-
rity were sufficiently fervent, were at once eleva-
ted into statious of peculiar honor and respecta-
bility.

Uuder the auspices of an emperor who publicly
professed the faith of the church, we naturally
expect to sce its external respectability increase.
Coustantine not only greatly enlarged and im-é
proved the edifices already erected, but he con-
structed a considerable number of additional \

* Eusebins’ Life of Constantine, b. iv. c. 28.
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temples, which he dedicated to departed saints,
and adorned them with pictures or images, and
the most costly magnificence. A very .superb
stracture was reared, by the orders of the em-
peror, over the sepulchre of Christ at Jerusalem.
/ ‘Constantinople was adorned by the emperor with
. a superb charch, dedicated to the twelve apos-
tles, which he proposed to make his own mauso-
| leum ; not perhaps without a latent hope that his
soul might be benefited by his dust being mingled
| with the bones of those holy men, which he had
carefully endeavoured to collect wherever they
lay dispersed. Numberless churches, in dif-
ferent p]aces, were erected over the tombs of the
martyrs, which were only used on particular
occasions, and were distinguished by the name
of Martyria. These places were decorated with
every ornament, which formerly embellished the
/ temples of the heathens, and christian rites were
solemmized with all the pomp of lights, lustra-
(tions, and of splendid garments, which had dis-
tinguished the pagan ceremonies.® T

* See Dr. Gregory’s History of the Christian Church.

+ That the pagan rites and ceremonies were transferred
to the christian worship, after it became contaminated by
worldly interference, there can be little doubt. The heathen
temples and altars, are seldom mentioned by the ancients
without the epithet of perfumed or incensed ; the practice of

’ incense or perfumes is common in the churches in Italy, The
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From a mistaken notion of the character of
God, and under the impressions and fnfluences
of superstition, men were led to acts of self

use of holy water, as it is called, is derived from the heathens. =
The Jesuit la Cerda in his.notes on a passage in Virgil, where

this practice is mentioned, says, ‘ Hence was derived the cus-

tom of holy church, to provide purifying or holy water, at

the entrance of their churches. 'The superstitious use of holy
water is carried so far at Rome, says Dr. Middleton, that they

had an annual festival, called the ¢ benediction of horses;’ |~
which is celebrated with much solemnity in the month of
January ; when the inhabitants of the city and neighbourhood

send up their horses, asses, &c. to the convent of St. Antony,

near St. Mary the Great, to have this ceremony performed
upon them; ‘ among the rest,” says the Dr. “T had my own
horses blessed at the expence of about eighteen pence.”

The burning of lamps and wax candles before the shrines
and images of their saints—the votive ofterings—religious
pomps and processions—penances, flagellations, and various
other particulars, discover a close imitation of the rites and
ceremonies practised by pagan Rome.—Gregory Thaumatur-
gus is commended by Gregory of Nissa, for changing the}
pagan festivals into christian holidays, the better to draw the )
lLeathens to the religion of Christ.

St. Jerome says, that  paganism had many observances,
which, to the reproach even of christians, implied a great
strictness of manners and discipline. Juno had ler priestes-
ses, devoted to one husband; Vesta her perpetunal virgins;
and other idols their priests also under vows of chastity.” *
To wipe of this reproach from the christian church, monaste-
ries and nunneries were established, recommended chiefly by

* Tom, iv. part 314.
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mortification and penances. St. James of Nisibe
“voluntarily deprived himself of the use of fire
during his whole lifetime. Ile lay upon the
ground ; he never wore any woollen clothes, but
only used goat skins to cover his nakedness.

St. Julian only eat bread made of millet, and
abstained from the use of almost all kinds of
drink. St. Martianus never eat but once a day,
and that very sparingly, so that he continually
endured the tortures of hunger and thirst; this
holy man had a disciple who never touched either

bread or meat.
St Eusebius nsed to wear an iron chain round
his body ; his continual fastings and other kinds

the writings and authority of St. Jerome. Vigilantius, who
lived towards the end of the fourth century, publicly charged
the ruling clergy with idolatry and paganizing, on the account
of several heathenish customs introduced at that time into
the christian church, especially the veneration of relics, and
the lighting up of candles to them in broad daylight. St. Je-
rome, who answers him does not deny the practice, nor its
being borrowed from the pagans, but defends it. ¢ That,”
says he, ““ was once done to idols, and was then to be detested,
but this is done to the martyrs and is therefore to be received.”
"The remonstrauces of Vigilantius were treated as heretical, im-
pius, and diabolical.

For a particular account of the similarity of the supersti-
tions of ancient and modern Rome, the rcader is referred to
Dr. Conyers Middleton’s Letter from Rome; from which the
above is chiefly extracted.—See also Dr, Geddes Miscella-
neous Tracts.
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of macerations, rendered him so lean and ema-
ciated, that his girdle would continually slide
down upon his heels ; and Publius the elder’ vo-
luntarily submitted to mortifications of the same
kind.

Simeon only fed upon herbs and roots. .St.
Theodosius the bishop, used to wear a hair cloth
round his body and iron chains at his hands and
feet. St. Zeno never rested on a bed, nor looked
iuto a book. Macedonius, during forty years
never used any other food than barley.  Bishop
Abrahames never tasted bread during the whole
time of his being a bishop, and carried his wiorti-
fications so far as to forbear the use of clean
water,

Theodoret, who wrote the lives of the solitaries,
also relates, that some of these holy men used to”
wear iron shirts, and others were constantly
burdened with cuirasses inwardly armed with
points. Some would willingly expose themselves
to the scorching rays of the sui, on summer days,
aud to the nipping cold of winter evenings ; and
others as it were buried themselves alive in
caverns, or in the bottom of wells, while others
made their habitations, and roosted upon the very
tops of columns.

St. Simcon Stylites fixed his habitation on a
column fifty cubits high. Numbers of people
resorted to it from all parts, in order to consult
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liim upon different subjects, and he delivered his
oracles to them from his exalted situation. One
of the methods of mortifying himself, was, to
make frequent genuflexions, which he did so
rapidly, it is said, and in such numbers that a
person who one day espied him, at a distance and
attempted to count them, grew tired, and left it
off when he had counted two thousand.* In this
wretched state he continued during thirty-seven
years of lus life; and his sublime piety was at
his decease eagerly emiilated by one Daniel a
monk, who resided on a pillar, and died at the
advanced age of eighty years.

Baradus, a monk of Syria, aspiring after a
more perfect kind of selfdenial than that to
which he had for some time accustomed himself,
erected on the summit of a mountain, a hox so
constructed as not to admit of his standing in a
perpendicular posture, and which having no close
cover, exposed him to all the inclemencies of the
wind, the rain, and the sun. Tired of this pos-
ture, or having ceased to attract the notice of
others, he attempted by another device to obtain
the popular regard. TFor this purpose he con-
trived to be raised from the prone to an erect
posture ; and continually stood upright, covered
with a garment of skin, with only a small aper-

* Boileaws History of the Flagellants,
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ture in his box sufficient to allow of his drawing
his breath, and stretching out his hands to heaven.

From one absurdity superstition leads to ano-
ther.—Very early in the fifth century it was re-
ported that the Virgin Mary, had manifested
herself to several persons, and wrought several
miracles in favor of the consubstantialists. Ier
image, holding in her arms an infant Jesus toge-
ther with the images of those who during their
residence on earth had acquired the teputation
of superior sanctity, was honored with a distin-
guished situation in the church, and In many
places invoked with a peculiar kind of worship,
which was supposed to draw down into the im-
ages, the propitious presence of the saints or ce-
lestial beings they represented. A superstitious
respect was paid to the bread and wine used in
the celebration of the Lord’s supper. These ele-
ments were thought to be of use to the sick in a
medicinal way, and to be a means of preserving
persons in journeying by land, and in their voy-
ages by sea; and as persons might not have car-
ried home with them a sufficient quantity for
such use, it was customary for the priests to keep
a quantity of the consecrated bread to distribute
occasionally, as it might be wanted. Austin says
« If any one fall sick, let him receive the body
and blood of Christ, and let him keep a part of
this little body, that he may find the accomplish-
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ment of what St. Jerome says, Let those that are
sick go to the church to receive strongth of body.
The same Father also mentions a woman who had
made a plaister of the sacramental bread for a
sore eye.* Several of the christians ionterred a
guantity of it in the sepulchres of their departed
relatives. A superstitious fear was produced by
this excessive veneration for the elements of the
Lord’s table, and the memorial of the death and
sufferings of Jesus Christ, which had been cele-
brated by christians on every Lord’s day, was
attended by very few who professed themselves
hristians.

Superstition found a powerful patron in Gre-
gory the Great, who encouraged the use of pic-
tures and images in churches, and strongly in-
sisted upon the efficacy of relics. He refused,
however, to transport any part of the body of St.
Paul to Constautinople, ‘since, he asserted, that
this sacred relic was indued with powers so
formidable, that the temerity of those who dared
to approach it was punished by their being seized
with terror, or perhaps visited with a frightful
apparition. Ile graciously sent to the empress,
who had preferred this request, a portion of the
filings of St. Paul’s chain, to place in the church
then building at Constantinople in honor of that

* See Basnage—Larroche—Dr. Priestley’s Corruptions of Christianity,
and Gregory’s History of the Church.
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apostle. A lucky method was devised, -which,
while it added to the coflers of the priests, dis-
played alike the ingenuity of the inventor, and
the credulity and saperstition: of the multitude.
Instead of distributing the precious remains of a
saint, they touched the body with a piece of
cloth, which immediately received the wonderful
power to cure diseases, and in many instances to
work miracles. Some impious Grecks having
dared to doubt of the efficacy of such relics,
were convinced of their infidelity by Leo, bishop
of Rome, who took a pair. of scissars, and cut
the sacred cloth, from which drops of blood are
said to have immediately gushed out !!!

It would be almost endless to recount the nu-
merous instances of superstition in different
periods of the christian church. Places of wor-
ship, because of their supposed sanctity, became
a sanctuary for thieves aud murderers, from which
the hand of justice could not drag them. Divi-
nation by lots was practised in imitation of the
heathens, and the bible, which was intended to
teach men their duty to God and to one another,
was used to foretel the fortunes of any one who
should open it at random, by reading the first
passage which presented itself to the person as
applicable to his circumstances. The possession
of a tooth or a toe nail of some saint was more
sought, after than that spirit of the gospel which

F
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onsists in righteousness and true holiness ; the
whole of religion was supposed by many to con-
sist in an attendance upon outward acts of de-
votion, in going to churches, bringing offerings
to the altar, lighting candles in consecrated places,
and such like vain services.
Towards the conclusion of the tenth century
a custom was introduced among the Latins, of
celebrating masses, and abstaining from flesh, in
honor of the Virgin Mary every sabbath day.—
, Also the ceremony of baptizing bells with holy
water. About 968, Johm XIII. sprinkled with
. holy water alarge bell ; which was cast for the La-
teran at Rome, blessed it and pronounced it
sacred. From which is come the custom of con-
secrating all bells used in churches. Upon this
occasion they pray, that when the bell shall
sound, they may be delivered from the ambushes
of their enemies, from apparitions, tempests, thun-
der, wounds, and every evil spirit. During the ser-
vice, they make many aspersions of holy water,and
several unctions on thebells, both within and with-
out, and at each unction they pray, that the bell
may be “sanctified and consecrated, in the name
of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
to the honor of Emanuel, and under the patro-
nage of such and such a saint.”* Godfathers and

* Sueur A, D. 968.
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godmothers were appointed on this occasion to
answer questions instead of the bell; and they
pray that God would give the bell his holy spirit,
that it may be sanctifted for the purposes above-
mentioned, and especially fordriving away witches
and evil spirits, and for preventing tempests in
the air, which were supposed to be caused by
those spirits. The bell bad also a name given to
it as in baptism *

The superstitions of the Romish church were
supported by pretended miracles, and especially
those of the apparitions of dead persons. Among
the variety of frauds practised _on_the credulity
of the multitude, the page of history does not
record one more extraordinary than the celebra-
ted imposition, performed at Bern, in 1509, by
the fraternity of mouks, called Dominicans. A
dispute had arisen between them and the monks
of the order of St. Francis, respecting the imma-
culate conception of the Virgin Mary. The
latter maintained that she was born without ori-
ginal sin, the former affirmed the contrary. The
doctrine of the Franciscans, in a superstitious
age was popular; and the Dominicans imper-
ceptibly lost ground.  To suppért the credit of
their order, they resolved, ina chapter held at
Vimpsen, in 1504, to have recourse to fictitious

*® Dr. Priestley’s History of Corruptions, vol. ii. p. 140.—Mosheim,
vol, ii. p. 150,

F2
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visions and dreams, in which the people at that
period had an unlimited faith; and they de-
termined to make Bern the scene of their opera-
tions. A person named Jetzer, who was extremely
simple and much inclined to austerities, and who
had taken their habit of a lay brother, was cho-
sen as the instrument of the delusions they were
contriving. One of the four Dominicans, who had
undertaken the management of this plot, conveyed
himself secretly into Jetzer’s cell, and about mid-
night appeared to him in a tremendous form,
surrounded with howling dogs, and seeming to
blow fire from his nostrils, by the means of a box
of combustibles which he held near his mouth.
In this alarming form he approached Jetzer’s
bed, told him that he was the ghost of a Domi-
nican, who had been killed at Paris, as a judg-
ment of heaven for laying aside his monastic
habit ; that he was condemned to purgatory for
his crime ; adding, at the same time, that by his
means, he might be rescued from his misery,
which was beyond expression. This story, ac-
companied with fearful lamentations, alarmed
the unfortunate Jetzer, and engaged him to pro-
mise to perform all in his power to deliver the
Dominican from his torment. Upon this the im--
postor told him, that nothing but the most extra-
ordinary mortifications, such as the discipline of
the whip, performed during eight days by the
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whole monastery, and Jetzer’s lying prostrate, in
the form of one crucified, in the chapel during
mass, could contribute to his deliverance. He
added, that the performing of these mortifications
would draw down upon Jetzer the peculiar pro-
tection of the Blessed Virgin'; and concluded by
saying, that he would appear to him again, ac-
companied by two other spirits. Morning no
sooner arrived, than Jetzer gave an account of
this apparition to the rest of the convent, who
unanimously advised him to undergo the disci-
pline which was enjoined; and each consented to
bear his share of the task imposed. The deluded
brother obeyed, and was admired as a saint by
the multitude that crowded about the convent,
while the four friars, who managed the imposture,
magnified in the most pompous manner the mi-
racle of this apparition, in their sermons and in
their discourse. The following night the appa-
rition was renewed, with the addition of two
impostors, dressed like devils ; and Jetzer’s faith
was augmented by hearing from the spectre all
the secrets of his life and thoughts, which the
impostors had learned from his confessor. In
this and some subsequent scenes the impostor
conversed much with Jetzer on the Dominican
order, which he said was peculiarly dear to the
Blessed Virgin ; he added, that the Virgin knew
herself to be conceived in original sin; that the
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doctors who taught the contrary were in purga-
tory, that the Blessed Virgin abhorred the Fran-
ciscans for making her equal with her son ; and
that the town of Bern would be destroyed for
harboring such pests within her walls, In one
of these apparitions, Jetzer imagined that the
voice of the spectre resembled that of the prior
of the convent, and he was not mistaken ; but,
not suspecting a frand, he gave little attention to
this circumstance. The prior appeared in various
forms, sometimes in that of St. Barbara, at
others in that of St. Bernard ; at length he as-
sumed that of the Virgin Mary, and for that
purpose, clothed himself in the habits which
were employed to adorn the statue of the Virgin
in the great festivals ; the little images, which on
these days are set on the altars, were made use
of for angels, which being tied to a cord that
passed over Jetzer’s head, rose up and down,
and danced round the pretended Virgin, to in-
crease the delusion. The Virgin, thus equipped,
addressed a long discourse to Jetzer, in which,
among other things, she told him, that she was
conceived in original sin, though she had re-
mained but a short time under that blemish.—
She gave him, as a miraculous proof of her pre-
sence, a host, or consecrated wafer, which turned
from white to red in a moment; and after various
visits, she told Jetzer, that she would add the
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most affecting and undoubted marks of her son’s
love, by imprinting on him the five ‘wounds : that
pierced Jesas on the cross, as she liad doune be-
fore to St. Lucia’ and St. Catharine. = Accord-
ingly she took his hand by force and struck a
large nail through it, which threw the poor fana-
tic into the greatest agony.  The next night, this
pretended Virgin brought, as she said, some of
the linen in which Christ had been buried, to
soften the wound, and gave Jeizer a soporific
draught, which threw the poor wretch into a
sort of lethargy, during which, the monks im-
printed on his body the other four wounds of
Christ in such a manner that he felt no paini—
When he awaked, he found, to his unspeakable
joy, these impressions on his'body, and came at
last to fancy himself a representative of Christ
in the various parts of his passion.. - He was, in
this state, exposed to the adiniring multitude ‘on
the principal altar of the conveut, to the great
mortification of the Franciscans. The Domini-
cans gave him other draughts, which threw, him
into convulsions, and were followed by a voice
conveyed through a pipe into the mouths :of two
images, one of Mary, and another of the child
Jesus ¢ the former of which had tears. painted
upon its cheek in a lively manner. = The little
Jesus asked his mother, by means of this voice
(which was that of the prior,) why she wept:
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and she answered, that her tears were owing to
the impious manner in which the Franciscans
attributed to her the honor that was due to him,
in saying that she was conceived and born with-
out sin.

The apparitions, false prodigies, and absurd
stratagems of the Dominicans, were repeated
every night; and the matter was at length so
grossly over-acted, that, simple as Jetzer was, he
at last discovered it, and had almost killed -the
prior, who appeared to him one night in the form
of the Virgin with a crown on her head. ' The
Dominicans fearing, by this discovery, tolose the
fruits of their imposture, concluded that the best
method would be to confess the whole to Jetzer,
and to ‘engage him, by the most seducing promi-
ses of opulence and reputation, to prosecute the
cheat. Jetzer was persuaded, or at least appeared
to be so. But the Dominicans, suspecting that
he was not entirely to be depended upon, resolved
to poison him ; his constitution, however, was so
vigorous, that, though they gave him poison seve-
ral times, he was not destroyed by it. One day
they sent him aloaf prepared with some spices,
which growing green in a day or two, he threw
a piece of it to a wolf’s whelps in the monastery,
and it killed them immediately. = At another time
they poisoned the host, or consecrated wafer;
but as he vomited it up soon after he had swal-
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lowed it, he escaped once more. Finding at last
an opportunity of escaping from the couvent, he
threw himself into the hands of the 'magistrates,
to whom he made a full discovery of thisill-con-
ducted plot. * The affair being brought to Rome,
commissaries were sent to examine the matter ;
and the whole deception being fully proved, the
four friars were solemnly degraded from their
priesthood, and, horrible to tell, were burnt alive
on the last day of May, 1509. Jetzer died some
time after at Coustance, having poisoned himself,
as was believed by some; while others have,
possibly with injustice, charged his death on his
adversaries ; since after all, the most probable
supposition is, that his vigorous constitution.
though not destroyed, was yet undermined by
the sufferings it had undergone, which certainly
ight hasten, though they did not immediately
effect, his dissolution.®

In the sixteenth century arose the order of the
Jesuits, whose founder was Ignatins Loyola.—
He was introduced into the world in astable, his
mother having chosen that situation to imitate
the mother of Jesus, - Ignatius was early in life
page to king Ferdinand of Spain, and afterwards
served in the army, but was a man of pleasure
to the age of twenty-nine, when being dangerously

* Hottinger, Hist, Helvet. Eccl. p. 334. Ruchat’s Hist. de la Reform.
en Suisse, Burnet's Travels.
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wounded at the siege of Pampeluna, he diverted
himself with reading books of chivalry. and re-
mance, and by accident stumbled upon. the. lives
of the fathers, which he regarded as. a romance
of a diflerent kind, and was so impressed there-
with, and fired by their example, that he formed
a plan of spiritual knight ervantry.

His first resolution was to make a. pilgrimage
to the holy land, going barefooted, and clothed
in sackcloth; but being prevented in this he
went to Notredame de (Monserrat, near Barce-
lona, and there, watching in the church all night,
he solemmly. hung up his arms, by way of re-
nouncing his,profession as a soldier, and devoted
himself to the service of the Virgin Mary. He
wore an iron;chain round his loins, ‘and a rough
hair  cloth'under his_clothes. - He also whipt
himself three times a day, lay on the bare ground,
begged his bread from door to door, and made
so dirty, and  hideous an appearance, that the
boys hooted at and pelted-him as he went along,
and thence: he iretired to a cavern in the neigh-
bourhood; where he was found almost dead with
his excessive mortifications and carried : to: the
hospital. - He underwent much persecution, and
struggled with many difficulties, but his persever-
ing and indefatigable spirit overcame them all.—
He was the founder of a society which afterwards

“became one of the most pOwer'ful of all the orders
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of the church of Rome, and which were the most
learned of all the religious bodies of their time.
At his death, which happened in 1556, he had ’
the satisfaction to see his society established in
most parts of the world.  They had then a hun-
dred colleges, without reckoning the noviciates,
the professed houses, and missions, which in all
composed thirteen provinces, administered and
filled by more than a wmillion of Jesuits.*

St. Francis Xavier, the apostle to the Indies,
one of the fraternity of the Jesuits, began his
career in life, under the most painful mortifica-
tions, and doing the greatest penance. In a
miserable thatched cottage near Padua, he passed
forty days, exposed to the injury of the weather,
lying on the bare ground, rigidly discipling him-
self, fasting all the day, and sustaining nature
only with the little pittance of bread, which he
begged about the neighbourhood ; but tasting all
the while the sweets of paradise in jcontemplating
the eternal truths of faith.

He possessed great powers of mind, but was
also very superstitious. He was exceedingly
devoted to the service of the Virgin Mary. He [
petitioned for nothing from the Lord, but by the
intercession of his mother. He never undertook
‘a Journey, or any matter of consequence without

* Hist. dela Compagnie de Jesus.
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imploring her protection, and in all dangers he
had recourse to her.

When he passed whole nights at his devotions,
it was always before the shrine of the Virgin.—
I have taken,” says he, < the queen of heaven
for my protectress, that by her prayers I may
optain the pardon of my innumerable sins.”
f’l‘his knight of the Holy Virgin, died at the age
of 46, worn out and brought to an early grave by
the rigors of superstitiou.j The powers he pos-
sessed, under the influence of sober reason, em-
ployed in the promotion of rational piety and the
christianity of the New Testament, would have
done much towards the deliverance of the human
race from ignorance and vice. But he became a
saint in his turn, and we are told by the historian
of his life, that many miracles were wrought by
bis dead body ; and that many blind,. lame, and
diseased persons, were cured by the cross on
which an image of himnself was placed.

As saints and miracles are generally connected,
we are informed by the biographer of St. Francis,
that, in a little chapel, at the castle of Xavier,
in the kingdom of ‘Navarre, there is an ancient
crucifix, made of plaster, of about the stature of
a man, in the last year of the father’s life, this
crucifix was seen to sweat blood in very great
abundance every Friday ; but after St. Francis
was dead the sweating ceased, and to the pre-
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sent time, it is said, the crucifix is to be seen, at
the same place, with the blood congealed along
the arms and thighs to the hands and sides.*

Tather de Primare, describing his voyage to
China, says,* wehadgoneupwardsof fifty leagues
beyoud the streights of Sunda, our pilot must
have been most egregiously mistaken in-his reck-
oning. We were therefore at a loss to know how
to reach China that year; but finding no human
assistance could avail us, we addressed ourselves
to heaven and St. Francis Xavier in order that
we might reach the wished for port that year.—
We had already begun the devotions of our office
in honor of that great saint, to whom we added
a vow, whereby we bound ourselves, either to
take the communion in the first port of China,
or to raise a contribution to build, in the island
of Sanchon, a little chapel over the grave of the
apostle.”

¢« We afterwards espied the promised land, it
was the island of Sanchon, whether St Francis
had conducted us within a day’s journey of the
sepulchre ;—we approached the spot, espied a
pretty large stone standing upright, and the mo-
ment we read the portentous words following,
Here St. Francis Xavier was buried, we kissed
the sacred earth several times; some of our

* See the Life of St. Francis Xavier.
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company watered it with their tears, and I my-
self felt sensations of so soft and so consolatory
a nature, during a quarter of an hour T wasin a
kind of extacy. After celebrating mass, we sung
Te Deum, and kissed the ground a hundred
times ; then we respectively took up a little por-
tion of the earth to preserveit asa precious relic,
singing the praises of the saint, whose spirit we
had endeavored to inherit.”

Father de Tartre describes the situnation of
himself and the crew in a ship in a storm in the
eastern seas, expecting the ship would go to
pieces every moment, or be inevitably lost, says,
To pacify the wrath of heaven and procure to
ourselves the protection of the holy patroness in
whom we confided, 1 was desired to offer up two
vows in the name of the whole crew, one to St.
Francis Xavier, the other to the Blessed Virgin.”
The father adds, It is not in vain that persons
invoke the name of the mother of God, nor that
of the great St. Francis Xavier, in seas which
their miracles have made so famous. Next to
the compassion of our Savior, we owe our deli-
verance to the Blessed Virgin and the apostle
of the Indies,

Father Stanislaus Arlet describes, with great
pleasure, the superstition practised by some of
the Indian converts. ¢ Happening,” says he,
‘“ to be on one of these missions in passion week,
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I had the consolation to see in the church, above
500 Indians rigorously chastising their bodies, on
Good Friday, in honor of Jesus being scourged ;
but a circumstance which forced tears of tender-
ness and devotion from my eyes, was the sight of
a company of young Indians, of both sexes,
who with eyes cast humbly down, their heads
crowned with thorns, and their arms stretched
out on stakes disposed in the form of a cross,
imitating for above an hour in this posture, the
painful condition of the ecrucified Savior, whose
image stood hefore their eyes.” *

Such was the superstition which the mission-
aries planted in the Indies. At the distance of
two centuries, a celebrated modern traveler, im-
bued with the same spirit, visited the places, re-
garded as holy, in the land of Palestine, and has
given full proof of his being a legitimate son of
mother church.

In speaking of the church of the Holy Sepul-
chre, this anthor says, “ Christian readers will,
perhaps, inquire what were my feelings on enter-
ing this awful place; I really cannot tell ;—so
many objects rushed at once over my mind, that
I was unable to dwell upon any one particular
idea. I continued near half an hour upon my
knees in the little chamber of the Holy Sepulchre,

* The Travels of the Jesuits.
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with my eyes rivetted on the stone, from which
1 had not the power to turn them. AllIcansay
is, that when I beheld this trinmphant sepulchre,
I felt nothing but my own weakness, and when
my guide exclaimed with St. Paul, “ O death
where is thy sting? &c.” I listened as if death
was about to reply, that he was conquered and
enchained in this monument.”

The same writer describes very minutely a
circumstance which requires no small share of
faith to believe. ¢ Proceeding,” says he, “ fifty
paces farther on the mountain, you come to a

b

small mosque of an octagonal form, the relic of
a church, erected on the spot from which Christ
ascended to heaven, after his resurrection. On
the rock may be distinguished the print of a
man’s left foot, the mark of the right also was
formerly to be seen, From an examination of
this print, it has been concluded, that our Savior,
had his face towards the north, at the moment of
his ascension, as if to renounce the south, involved
in errors, and to call to the faith barbarians de-
stined to overthrow the temples of false gods, to
create new nations, and to plant the standard of
the cross on the walls of Jernsalem.”

“ In the way down Mount Sinai a great stone
is shown, which, according to the monks, is the
place where Elias rested himself, after his flying
from Jezebel. A little below this, the Moham-
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medans show the print made by Mohammed’s
camel in the rock, as he was traveling this way;
this print they kiss very devoutly !” *

Who would have expected to have heard in
the nineteenth century, of the superstitious de-
votion of a monarch leading him to tambour
a robe for the Holy Virgin Mary; or that
priests could be found to trump up the story of
her appearance to one of the bishops to com-
mission him to inform Ferdinand V1I. that she
had graciously accepted the garment, that her
son was highly pleased with it; and that she
promised the king her special protection. The’
long reign of superstition in Spain, has reduced the
mass of the people to such a degraded state,
that the grossest absurdities will obtain credence
and currency in that country.

The following instance of superstition occurred
a short time since in Irance.

In July, 1814, M. Baron, Counsellor of the
Cour Royale of Nismes, conceived the project of
voting to God a child of silver, in the event of
the Duchess d’Angouleme giving a prince to
France. He communicated it to the Marguil-
lerie; it assembled—deliberated, and this pro-
ject of M. Baron was soon changed into a reli-
gious vow, unanimously formed, which was so-

# Chateaubriand’s Travels in Palestine.
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lemnly proclaimed the 19th of July, in the parish
church of St. Castor, and in a church dedicated
to St. Francis de Salles. The whole city of
Nismes was informed of it—it was talked of in
the societies—it was talked of fete a lete—it ex-
cited the people to repeat without end their paters
and aves, who, after they had inflamed their pas-
sions by crying WVive le Roi!—Vive les Bour-
bons I—came to kneel at the altar, where their
imaginations were again filled with the same
objects. A deputation of the Marguilliers of the
parishes of the city of Nismes, consisting of
M. M. the Viscount de Bernis, the Abbe d’Es-
grigny, the Viscount de Sufiren, the Marquis
d’Assas, the Marquis de Rochemaure, the Mar-
quis de Montcalm, the Marquis de Calviere
‘Vesenobre, Trinquilages, first Advocate General
of the court of Nismes, and Froment Secretary
of the King’s Cabinet, having had the honor of
being admitted to an audience of Madame the
Duchess d’Angouleme, to communicate to her
the vow of which she was the object, M. Trinqui-
lagues spoke as follows :—

«“ Madame,
“ Tn the name of the administrators of

the parishes of the city of Nismes, we come to
present to you the homage of a religious act with
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which they have been inspired by their ardent
love for the blood of their King, and their pro-
found veneration for your Royal Highness. Like
all Frenchmen, they have felt that there is want-
ing to our happiness a son of yours; and they
ask it of him from whom emaunates every good.
They have deposited at the foot of the altar
their vow to counsecrate to him a monument
of their gratitude. They would have left this
vow of their hearts under the veil of the sanctu-
ary, and have waited in respectful silence for the
benefit which their prayers solicited ; buat your
Royal Highness has often said that the love of
the French could only convey consolation to your
heart ; and they rejoiced at the thought that, in
communicating their sentiments, they might per-
haps soften a moment of melancholy recollec-
tion, &c.” ' o

The church of Rome is not the ounly one in
which superstition exists. o our own country
we discover it, in the sign of the cross in bap- ~
tism—in turning to the east—bowing at the name
of Jesus—kneeling at the sacrament of the Lord’s
supper—in the regulations respecting eanonical
robes—in the consecration of churches and church /
yards, &c. &c. for which practices we shall look
in vain in any part of the New Testament.

The following specimen of superstition was
exhibited by Archbishop Laud, when he conse-

G 2
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crated .the churches of Saint Catharine Cree,
Saint Giles, and others in London.*

« The bishop came attended with several of.
the hwh commission, and some civilians. At
his approach to the west door of the church,
which was shut and guarded by halberdeers,
some, that were appointed for that purpose, cried
withaloud voice, Open, open, ye everlasting doors,
that the King of Glory may comein! Presently
the doors were opened, and the bishop, with
some doctors and principal men, entered. As
soon as they were within the place, his lordship
fell down upon his knees ; and, with eyes lifted
up, and his arms spread abroad, said, 7"kis place
is holy, the ground is holy : in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I pronounce 1t holy.
Then, walking up the middle aisle, towards the
chancel, he took up some of the dust, and threw
it into the air several times. When he approached
near the rail of the communion-table, he bowed
towards it five or six times ; and, returning, went
round the church, with his attendants, in pro-
cession, saying first the hundredth, and then the
nineteenth psalm, as prescribed in the Roman
pontifical. He then read several collects, in one
of which he prays God ¢o accept of that beautiful
building, and concludes thus, We consecrate this

* See Rushworth’s Historiep] Collectipns, vol. ii. p. 76.
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church, and separate it unto thee as holy ground,
not to be prophaned any more to common use. In
another he prays, That all, who should hereafter
be buried within the circuit of this holy and sa-
cred place, may rvest in their sepulchres in peace
till Christ’s coming to judgment, and may then
rise lo eternal life and happiness.

« Then the bishop, sitting under a cloth of
state, in the aisle of the chaucel, near the com-
munion table, took a written book in his hand,
and pronounced curses upon those who should
hereafter profane that holy place by musters of
soldiers, or keeping profane law-courts, or car-
rying burdens through it; and. at the end of
every carse, he bowed to the east, and said, Let
all the people say Amen. When the curses werc
ended, which were about twenty, he pronounced
a like number of blessings upon all that had any
hand in framing and building that sacred and
beautiful Church, and on those that had given,
or should hercafter give, any chalices, plate, or-
naments, or other utensils: and, at the end of
every blessing, he bowed to the east, and said,
Let all the people say Amen.  After this cawe
the sermon, then the sacrament, which the bishop
consecrated and administered in the following
manner.

« As he approached the altar, he made five or
six low bows; and, coming up to the side of it,
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where the bread and wine were covered, he bow-
ed seven times. Then, after reading many prayers,
he came near the bread ; and, geuntly lifting up
the corner of the napkin, beheld it ; and, imme-
diately letting fall the napkin, lie retreated has-
tily a step or two, and made three low obeisances.
His lordship then advanced ; and, having un-
covered the bread, bowed three times as before :
then he laid his hand on the cup, which was full
of wine, with a cover upon it, which having let
go, he stepped back, and bowed three times to-
wards it : then he camenear again ; and, lifting up
the cover of the cup, looked into it ; and, seeing
the wine, let fall the cover again , retired back
and bowed as before. Then the elements were
consecrated, and the bishop, having first received,
gave it to some principal men in their surplices,
hoods, and tippets ; after which, many prayers
being said, the solemnity of the counsecration
ended.”

The effects of superstition are alike pernicious,,
whether arising from the corruptions of christi-
anity, or the perversion of natural religion. Ex-
ercised in christian Europe, or on the plains of
Hindostan, it is destructive of human improve-
ment and happiness. Instances of its effects
among professed christians have heen already
adduced. The following particulars relative to
the superstition of the Hindoos, are selected
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from Dr. Buchanan’s Christian Researches. In
the journal of Lis tour to the temple of Jugger-
naut in Orissa in the year 1806, he says,

“ We know that we are approaching Jugger-
naut (and yet we are more than fifty miles from
it) by the human bones we have seen for some
days strewed by the way. We have been joined
by several large bodies of pilgrims, perhaps 2000
in number, who have come from various parts
of Northern India, some have been two months
on their march. Numbers of pilgrims die on the
road ; and their bodies generally remain un-
buried. The dogs, jackals, and vultures, seem
to live here on human prey. Wherever 1 turn
my eyes, I meet deathin some shape or other.”

“ When the multitude first saw the temple of
Juggernaut, they gave a shout and fell to the
ground and worshiped.—1 passed a devotee,
who lay himself down at every step, measuring
the road to Juggernaut, by the length of his body,
as a penance of merit to please the god.”

“ I have seen Juggernaut. No record of an-
cient or modern history, can give, I think, an
adequate idea of this valley of death ; it may truly
be compared with the valley of Hinnom. The
idol called Juggernaut, has been considered as
the Moloch of the present age. Two other
idols accompany him, his brother and sister, for
there are ¢hree deities worshiped here.”
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“ On the great day of the feast, the idol was
brought out of his temple, amidst the acclama-
tions of hundreds of thousands of his worshipers.
The throne of the idol was placed upon a stu-
pendous car or tower, about sixty feet high,
resting on wheels which indented the ground
deeply, as they turned slowly under the ponde-
rous machine. The idol is a block of wood,
having a frightful visage painted black, with a
distended mouth of a bloody color, his arms are
of gold, and he is dressed in gorgeous apparel.
After the tower had proceeded some way, a pil-
grim announced that he was ready to offer him-
self a’ sacrifice to the idol. He laid himself
down in the road before the tower, as it was
moving along, lying on his face, with his arms
stretched forward. The multitude passed round
him leaving the space clear, and he was crushed
to death by the wheels of the tower. A shout
of joy was raised to the god.”

¢ On the 19th June, 1806, a woman devoted her-
self to the idol: She laid herself down on the
road in an oblique direction, so that the wheel
did not kill her instantaneously, but she died in
a few hours.”

{ The worship of Juggernaut is not celebrated
~with blood only, but by the grossest and vilest
obscenities ; nor are its rites confined to the
temple in Orissa. “ The English,” says Dr. B.
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«“will not expect to hear that the blood’ of Jug-
gernaut is known at Calcutta, but alas! itisshed
at the very doors of the English, almost ander
the eye of the Supreme Government. Moloch
has many a ' tower in the provinee of Bengal:
that fair and fertile province which has been
called “ The Garden of Nations.” Close o
Ishera, a beautiful villa, on the river’s side, about
eight wiles from Calcutta, once the residence of
Governor Hastings, and within'sight of the present
Governor General’s country house, there is a
temple of this idol, whieh is often stained with
human blood. At the festival of the Rutt Jattra,
held near Ishera, on the Ganges, in May, 1807, a
young man devoted himself ‘a victim to the idol.”
- Another sanguinary rite of the Hindoo su-
perstition, is the Female Sacriﬁce.> The number
of women burned alive on the funeral pile of
their husbands, in the year 1804, within thirty
miles round Calcutta, from the 15th of April to
the 15th October, was one hundred and fifteen !
By an account taken 1803, the number of women
sacrificed that year, within the same distance
from Calcatta, was two hundred and seventy-five ! *

Had snperstition gone no further than the
practising of the idle vagaries of a heated imagi-
nation; and its devotees satisfied themselves with

* See Dr. Buchanan’s Christian Researches, where this subject is
treated at large.
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playing the part of fools or madmen, pleasing or
tormenting themselves as they thought fit, it
would have heen a matter of comparatively little
importance. It might have been a subject for
the admiration of the ignorant, and of pleasantry
or regret for wise men. But unhappily for the

(world, superstition and bigotry are closely con-
nected ; and its devotees, like the sycophants
at the court of Nebuchadnezzar, have not con-
tented themselves with setting up their-idol, but
have demanded for it a common and public
adoration, under the penalty of the fiery furnace!
Superstition debases the human character, is un-
tavorable to literatnre, and has in all ages led to
persecutions, in which the enlightened, the con-
scientious, and the virtuous, have, generally,
been the victims.
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CHAP. V.

The rise and progress of the Papacy.—General
Councils, §c.

During the apostolic age, the ministers of the
gospel were the servants of the churches ; the
instructors of the ignoraut; the overseers and
pastors of the flock of Christ. There was then
no lord bishops, nor popes, to usurp dominion
over the consciences of their brethren. No na-
tional church existed in the three first centuries
of the christian era. Whatever were the views
of aspiring ecclesiastics, destitute of worldly
power, their fulminations and anathemas fell
harmless to the ground ; they were generally re-
turned by a salute of the same kind from the
enemy’s battery.

Constantine took the church, that is the bi-
shops, under his protection, erected them into a
worldly state ; bestowed the titles of patriarchs,
exarchs, and metropolitans upon them, and en-
dowed them with wealth and authority. Priests
soon discovered how unfit they were to be trusted
with power, and sought to free themselves from
the fetters of civil authority. Not content with
dominion over the conscience, they sought
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dominion over the civil power, and in process of
time accomplished their designs. "These servants
of servants, as they were accustomed to style
themselves, became the lords and tyrants of the
human race, and arrogated to themselves autho-
rity in heaven, earth, and hell.

The bishop of Rome, who has occupied for
ages such a high rank in christendom, was, until
the beginning of the seventh century, on a le-
vel with the other bishops, in point of rank and
authority.

From the beginning of the seventh century
to the time of the reformation, letters were neg-
lected, and in proportion credulity and super-
stition, the inseparable companions of ignorance,
prevailed among men, even of the highest rank.
It was during this time that the pope and his
agents introduged maxims and notions very dif-
ferent to what the world had entertained to that
time. *

The grand foundation upon which the fabric
of a universal and infallible church is built, is
the promise of Christ to Peter, Matt. xvi. 18.—
“ Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church, &c.” < Peter,” it is said, * was made
the head of all the apostles, and supreme pas-
tor to feed the whole flock of Christ. That after

* Bower’s History of the Popes, preface, Clarendon’s Religion and
Policy, vol, i, ps 25.
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the ascension of his master, he traveled to Rome,
where he fixed his apostolic chair, and sealed his
faith by a glorious martyrdom under Nero. From
this singularly privileged apostle, the subsequent
bishops of Rome, in one uninterrupted line of
succession, inherit the spiritual supremacy which
unites the whole catholic church of Christ into
one compact body of believers under one head:
their body is the one, the holy, the catholic or
universal, the Roman in fine and apostolic
church.”™ .

¢ The bishops of Rome had, as they pretended,”
(says Bower) ¢ till the year 1662, a pregnant
proof, not only of Peter’s erecting their chair,
but of his sitting on it himself; for till that year,
the very chair on which they believed, or would
make others believe, he had sat, was shown and
exposed to public adoration on the 18th of Janu-
ary, the festival of the said chair; but while it
was cleaning, in order to be set up in some con-
spicuous place of the Vatican, the twelve labors
of Hercules unluckily appeared engraven ou
ity

Whether Peter was ever at Rome is diflicult
to determine and of no great consequence.—
The history of the Acts of the Apostles is silent

* Short View of the History of the Christian Church, by the Rev. Jo-
seph Reeve, 1802, vol. 1, p. 3. See also Barruel’s History of the Frenclt
Clergy, 1794,
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on this head, as are also the Epistles of Paul.
One thing is certain, that Peter never claimed,
either supremacy or infallibility. In writing to the
churches, he exhorts elders, and calls himself an
elder, thereby placing himself on the same level
as a servant and minister of Christ. On one oc-
casion his conduct had exposed him to the re-
buke of his fellow apostle Paul; who reproved
him because he was to be blamed, Gal. ii. 1. If
then the supremacy and infallibility of Peter
cannot be established, the supremacy and infal-
libility of the bishop of Rome, which is founded
upon it, falls to the ground.

There was a kind of nominal primacy given to
" the bishops of Rome out of compliment, that
city being considered as the metropolis of the
world, and the seat of the imperial government.
But after the seat of government was removed
to Constantinople, the patriarch of that city was
complimented with the ecclesiastical primacy
and the title of universal bishop, this took place
A. D.595.
" | Gregory the first, (afterwards surnamed the
)Great) who was a monk of St. Bennett’s order,
wrote a letter to the emperor Mauritius, be-
seeching him not to approve of his election, and
fled to a mountain to avoid being found, until he
was discovered by a pigeon, and when he could
not avoid the acceptation of his office, to show

X
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his great humility, he styled himself Servus Ser-
vorum Dei; servant of the servants of God.—
But it cannot be denied that from the time that
he was pope he used all the means he could, fair
and foul, to make himself greater than his pre-
decessors.*  This pope manifested very great
zeal against the patriarch of Constantinople, who
in those days began to assume the title of uni-
versal bishop. *“Hemaintained with great warmnth,
that whoever assumed that heretical, blasphe-
mous, and infernal title, was the follower of Lu-
cifer, and herald of antichrist, and that it neither
did nor could helong to any bishop whatever.” +

Gregory, when ‘the title was first assumned, was
indefatigable in application for its suppression.—
but all his interference was in vain. Rome’s
remonstrances were treated very lightly.

About this time the emperor Mauritins, whom
the pope could not draw into his views, but who
favored the patriarch of Constantinople, was
dethroned and basely murdered, by a centurion
of the name of Phocas, who usurped the throne.
The innocent wife and three daughters of the
late emperor had taken refuge in one of the
churches of Constantinople. The patriarch pro-
tected and defended them, and would not suffer
them to be dragged Ly force from their asylum.

* Clarendon’s Religion and Policy, vol. i. P- 47.  t Dr Campbell’s
Lectures on Eccl. Hist. vol. ii. p, 57,
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Phocas desisted from force, and by means of the
most solemn oaths prevailed on the ladies to quit
their sanctuary In consequence of which they
soon after became the helpless victims of his
fury, and were put to death on the same spot
where the emperor, and five of his sons, had
been murdered a short while before.

Gregory has been canonized by the church,
and if dissimulation, hypocrisy, and flattery. en-
title any one to that honor he richly deserved it.
To show this saint in his proper colors we need
only to view his conduct to the late emperor
Mauritius, and his conduct afterwards to Phocas
the muarderer. In writing to thke emperor Mauri-
tius, he speaks of himself as dust and a worm ;
andmakes large protestations of his veneration and
love for the emperor. “ We do all,” says he,
“ with tears and prayers beg that almighty God
would preserve your and your son’s empire safe,
in the constancy of his love, and would with the
assistance of his majesty, extend your victories
over all nations.” Again he says, “ And we do
all pray unanimously together, that almighty
God would grant you long and quiet times, and
that your piety’s most happy offspring may long
flourish in the Roman common-wealth.”

It might reasonably have been expected, that
the news of the murder of the emperor and all
his family, would have filled this pious man with
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sorrow, and overwhelmed him with grief. DBut
far from being affected with the intelligence, he
prepared to pay his devoirs to therising sun, and
to make his court to Phocas the murderer. And
when the picture of Phocas and Leontia his wife
was sent to Rome, he ordered it to be set up in
the oratory of St. Cesarius, in the imperial pa-
lace, with great solemnity, and with a pompous
inscription, *

Phocas had no sooner seated himself on the
throne, to which he had waded through blood,
than this consummate hypocrite addressed to him
a congratulatory letter, couched in the most flat-
tering and fulsome terms.t

* See Dr. Geddes Miscellaneous Tracts, vol. ii. p. 416.

t Gregory to Phocas Augustus.

Glory be to God in the highest, who, according as it is
written, changeth the times and transfers kingdoms; that
also is manifest to all, which he has condescended to speak
by his prophet, saying, The highest ruleth in the kingdom of
men, and he giveth it to whom he pleaseth: the regiments of
mortal life are in the incomprehensible dispensation of al-
mighty God; and so when the sins of many thatare righteous
are to be smitten, one is exalted by whose hardness the necks
of the subjects are depressed with the yoke of tribulation ;
and whick we in our affliction have long experienced ; at ano-
ther time again, when the merciful God has decreed to com-
fort the hearts of many mourners with his consolation, he
raiseth one to the top of the empire, through the bowels of
whose mercy, he pours the grace of his rejoicings into the

H
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Complimented by Gregory and his successor
Boniface the third, Phocas took the supremacy
from the bishop of Constantinople, and conferred
it by a new decree, in perpetuity, on the Roman

.

minds ofall, with the abundance of which joys we the sooner
believed we should be strengthened, because we rejoiced so

upon the benignity of your piety being raised to the empire.

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad upon your
gracious deeds, and let all the people of the commonwealth,
who hitherto have been so grievously afflicted, trtumph : may
the proud minds of your enemies be depressed by the yoke of
your domination; and the contrite and distressed minds of
subjects be raised by your mercy; may the virtue of the hea-
venly grace make you terrible to the enemies, and piety make
you benign to the subjects: may the whole commonwealth be
in peace in your most happy times, and may the prey of peace
under the pretence of actions be removed. Let the snares of
testaments, and the free gifts violently exacted, cease; and
let the secure possession of their goods return to all; that so
they may rejoice in the enjoyment of those goods without fear,
which they have acquired without fraud : and let every one’s
liberty be restored under the yoke of your pious empire ; for
the difference which is between the kings of the nations, and
the emperors of the commonwealth, is, that the kings of the
pations are lords of slaves, but the emperors of the republic
are lords of freemen: but we can express this by praying
better then by suggesting. DMay almighty God therefore by
his grace hold your piety’s heart in his hand, in every thought
and deed ; and may the holy spirit, by dwelling in your heart
dispose it to do every thing that is just and merciful : that
so your clemency after a long reign on earth, may attain the
heaveuly kingdom.
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pontiff. Thus the church of Rome, by her ac-
ceptance of the gift from the hands of the mur-
derer, has declared to the world the proper
source of her primacy and universality ; and has
proclaimed herself in the language of Gregory,
who is acknowledged to have been as great a
pontiff as ever filled the chair of St. Peter, to be
vain-glorious, proud, profane, impious, execra-
ble, blasphemous, antichristian, heretical, diabo-
lical, for these are some of the epithets he bestow
on any one who shall accept the title of uni-
versal bishop.*

While we have such an undoubted historical
[foundation, on which to build the supremacy and
infallibility of the Romish Church, it would be
spending time uselessly to hunt after traditions,
either to prove or to refute the notion of an un-
mterrupted succession from St. Peter: not to
mention the schisms which divided the church;
nor the antipopes which cursed and reviled each
other.  Succeeding ages improved upon the
system, the arrogance of the soverign pontiff lost
nothing from time. The titles of most /holy, his
holiness, our lord the pope, were assumed by this
pretended suceessor of the fisherman of Gallilee;
“and the riches of the world found their way into
the chests of these “ servants of servants.”/ And

* Dr. Campbell's Lectures. Dr. Geddes® Tracts,
H2
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when other means failed to replenish the treasury
of the holy see, recourse was had to the sale of
indulgences and licences for sinning, whichroused
the spirit that led the way to the reformation.

Of Councils little need be said; a number of
fallible individuals cannot be free from error
any more than one. The decrees of councils
for the purpose of determining what men ought
to believe, and how they ought to worship God,
are to be regarded in no other light than as
usurpations on the rights of human kind, as ar-
rogant assumptions of power, and as libels on the
New Testament. They have been, in all ages,
whether bearing the name of synods, consistories,
high commission courts, assemblies, orassociations
for the purpose of directing or restraining public
opinion, destructive to liberty of conscience, and
by checking inquiry, and laying an embargo on
private judgment, fatal to the propagation of
truth.

Whenever an opinion, or doctrine was broached
in the world, that obtained or was likely to ob-
tain celebrity, the priesthood took thealarm, and
a council or assembly of priests was convened
for the purpose of stopping, as was alleged, the
progress of error. and promoting the peace of
the church and the world. The highways were
covered with troops of bishops galloping from
every side to the association, and while they
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labored to reduce the whole world to their own
particular opinions, the public establishment of
the posts was almost ruined by their hasty and
repeated journeys.*

The first general council was held at Nice, in -
the year 325. It was convened on account of
what was called the Arian Heresy, At this
council was framed the Nicene creed.

The second general council was held at Con-
stantinople in 381. In this council the Nicene
creed was recited, to which was added the article
of the Divinity of the Holy Spirit.

The third was that of Ephesus, and held A.D.
421. It was convened for the purpose of sup-
pressing the heresy of Nestorius, who held cer-
tain doctrines so denominated by the orthodox
bishops of the established church.  St. Cyril
composed twelve anathemas agaiust the heretic,
which were returned by a dozen Nestorius com-
posed against St. Cyril! Nestorius was sum-
moned to the council, but did not appear; he
was, however, condemned and deposed, by the
following sentence, “ Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose
holiness has been outraged by the blasphemies
of Nestorius, declares by this holy council that
he is excluded from the communion of priests,
and from the assembly of the fuithful.”

* Gibbon’s Rome, vol. iii. p. 598.



110

The emperor, baving & great regard for Nes-
torius, on account of his purity of manners and
general good conduct, hesitated for some time to
confirm the sentence of the council, but at last
yielded to the intreaties of the orthodox.

The council of Chalcedon was the fourth,
held A. D. 451. In this council it was decreed
by the sixth canon, that mounks, or nuns, should
not contract marriage under pain of excommu-
nication, and by the twenty-fourth canon, that
all monasteries which had been once dedicated,
by the authority of the bishop, should for ever
remain in that state, and never more become se-

cular.
Of the fitness of these lioly fathers to dictate

to the world in matters of faith, and the folly of
those in after times in submitting their consci-
ences to such decisions as the standard of truth,
we may judge from the following circumstance.

Several of the fathers of the church who at-
tended the councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon,
towards the middle of the fifth century, were so
ignorant as to be unable to write theirown names
to the acts of the councils, but were compelled
to sub:scribe in this form: ¢ 1, such a one, have
subscribed by the hand of such a one, because
I cannot write.” Or, “such a bishop having
said that he could not write, 1 have subscribed
for hima . *”

* Jerton’s Eccl. Hist, vol.[iv. p. 77.
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Implicit faith, the legitimate offspring of igno-
rance, was nurtured in general councils, and by
them introduced into the world.  One of its excel-
lencies is, that it may be possessed, without the
trouble of investigation, or the least exercise of
reason. The councils determined the faith of the
multitude without being able to give a rational
definition of their own. ¢ Implicit faith,” says
Dr. Campbell,* “is a curious device for pleasing
God, and being saved by the faith of others. It
is, in fact, an émputative faith, at least as extra-
ordinary as the z’m\,‘;a_ﬁ:t;ive Justice which brought
so much obloguy on some of the reformers. It
is as if I should call one an implicit mathemati-
ctan, who knows not a tittle of mathematics, not
even the definitions and axioms, but is convinced
of the knowledge of some other person who is
really, or whom he supposes to be an adept in
that science.”

“ To believe implicitly,” says a learned writer
of the catholic church, ““ is to believe in general
universally all that holy mother church believes,
0 as to dissent from' her in nothing, nor disbe-
lieve any of her articles.”|

Implicit faith has been sometimes, ludicrously
called the collier’s faith, from the noted story of
one who examining an ignorant collier on his re-

* Lectures ou Ecc. History, vol. ii. p. 257. + Bom
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ligious principles, asked him what it was that
he believed. He answered, “1 believe what the
church believes.” The other rejoined ¢ What then
does the church believe?” He replied, * The
church believes what 1 believe.” The interro-
gator desirous of getting a direct answer, if pos-
sible, said, “ Tell me then, I pray you, what it
is which you and the church both believe.” The
only answer the collier could give, was, “ Why
truly, sir, the church and 1 both believe the same
thing ! ”

This is a doctrine naturally resulting from the
decrees of councils, and synods ;—the faith, more
or less, of every religious hierarchy, in all coun-
tries ; and a kind of leaven, too often mixed up
with the religious systems of those who profess
to have discarded all human interference in mat-
ters of religion.

Many minor councils were held, occasioned by
the circumstances of the times, or the influence
of those in power who wanted to carry some fa-
vorite measure, and to obtain thereto the sanction
of the eeclesiastical body ; the transactions of
which we shall not now investigate. 1In the fif-
teenth century was held the council of Constance,
and in the following the council of Trent, but as
they will be referred to in the subsequent pages,
when we conie to the events of those times, they
are purposely omitted here.
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CHAP. L.

Of the Persecutions the Christians suffered under
Pagan Rome during the three first centuries.

IN times of ease and tranquillity, it is profitable
to review the history of former ages. The early
christians maintained the profession of their faith,
at the risk of all that was dear to them, even of
life itself. 'The ruling powers were inimical to
christianity at its origin, and united to effect its
extirpation. The founder and head of chris-
tianity was put to a cruel and ignominious death.g
His disciples and apostles were treated in the L~
same manuner. Aud the whole body was consi-
dered as a sect every where spoken against.—
But the religion of Jesus extended itself under
oppression, and trinmphed over persecution.— v/
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/ “ The blood of the martyrs was the seed of the
church.”

The progress of christianity was contemplated
by the Jewish priests and rulers, with the utmost
jealousy and apprehension. They opposed the
doctrine of Christ with violence and rapcor; im-
prisoned the apostles and their disciples, ill-treated

and scourged them, and upon some of them in-

/ flicted capital punishment.* Stephen was stoned

| to death ; James, the son of Zebedee was put jto

| the sword by Herod Agrippa, and James the

, Just was slain in a cruel manner.f Paul suf-
fered at Rome under Nero ; as also Peter is said
to have done.

The christians who dwelt at Rome were made
subject to very unjust laws, and otherwise ex-
perienced the most severe and iniquitous treat-
ment at the hands of the emperor Nero. His
example was, in this respect, pretty uniformly
followed by his successors during three centu-
riés ; although their severity was not carried to
the same extent. We have been for ages in the
habit of considering the number of these perse-
cutions as decidedly fixed at ten ; but the early
history of christianity does not appear by any
means to warrant this.]

* See the Acts of the Apostles. + Joséphus’ Antiq. b. x%. c. 8.
t See Mosheim’s Commentaries, vol. i. p. 167, note x, in which this
opinion is canvassed at considerable length.
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“ As the Romaris allowed to every citizen the
free exercise of his own reason and judgwent in
regard to matters of a divine nature, it has af-
forded grounds for surprise to many, that they
should have discovered a temper so inhnman and
implacable i their carriage towards the chris-
tiaus, a set of men of the most harmless inoffen-
sive character, who never harboredin their minds
a wish or thought inimical to the welfare of the
state.  But it is not difficult to account for this.
The Romans it is true, extended their toleration
to every kind of religiou.__?;o;n whence no danger
to the public safety was apprehended, but at the
same -time;- they would not endure any one to
deride or attempt to explode the religion of the
state, or thatwhich had the support of the laws.”*

Christianity, in its principles and tendency,
was directly opposed to the religion of the pagan ~
world ; and was styled by Tacitus and Suetonius
an odious superstition. The Romans were at-
tached to the worship of a multiplicity of gods,
whose household maintained an immense number
of priests, augurs and soothsayers. besides ar-
tificers, architects, goldsmiths, shrinemakers, &c.
who from this source obtained their wealth. The
priests also, from the supposed sanctity of their
character, had great power, and influence over

* Mosheim’s Commentaries, vol. i, p. 171,
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the people. The christian religion teaching the
doctrine of one God, and being unadorned with
splendid rites, and unattended with costly sa-
/crifices, these men would naturally enough fore-
/ see in the spread of christianity, the downfall of
(_their trade, and the overthrow of their system. *
They would, therefore, unite all their power and
influence to effect its extirpation, if possible.
Foremost in the rank of those emperors on
whom the church looks back with horror as her
( persecutors,(stands Nero, a prince whose con-
) duct towards the christians ad mits of nopalliation,
| but was to the last degree, unprincipled and in-
human. The dreadful persecution which took
place by order of this tyrant, commenced. at
Rome about the middle of November, A. D. 64. }:
Nero, who was strongly suspected of wantonly
setting the city of Rome on fire, wishing to
throw the guilt from himself, charged the crime
on the christians, who lay at that time under the
odium of being enemies to the gods and the re-
ligion of the nation. And though no credit was
given to the accusation, yet on that pretence he
exercised upon them the most shocking barba-
rities. - They were imprisoned and tortured.—
Some were crucified, and others were impaled,
being held in an upright position by stakes thrust

* ¢ Ye know that by this craft we have our wealth.” Acts xix. 25.
t Moskieim,
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through their jaws; and some were thrown to
the wild beasts. But what was particularly in--
sulting and cruel, great numbers of them, wrap-(
ped in garments dipped in pitch, and other com- \
bustibles, were fastened to posts, and fire was '~/
put to them, that they might give light to thecity,
and expire in this most excruciating tortare.-—
Nero is said to have illaminated his own gardens,
in this shocking manner, and by this light to
have amused himself in driving his chariot. In
this persecution the tender sex was not spared,
and notwithstanding the general odium under
which the christians then lay, these cruelties ex-
cited the compassion of many, who could not
but perceive that these sacrifices were made to
gratify the cruelty and caprice of one man, and
not for any purpose of public utility.*

From the death of Nero, till the latter end of
the reign of Domitian, a period of about thirty
years, the christians remained unmolested, but
were under that emperor again involved in all
the horrors of persecution, though of but short
duration.

Domitian, who in the latter part of his reign
resembled Nero, imitated him also in his perse-
cution of the christians, though he does not ap
pear to have carried it to the same extent, nor

* Tacitus’ An. lib, xv, S, 44. Sueton. Nero, S. 16.
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with the same violence. It is probable that the
governors of the provinces, who were not well-
disposed to 1he christians, would embrace every
opportunity of infiicting punishment upon thew.
And as the christian religion struck at the root
of their ancient idolatry and superstitions, its
professors would be regarded as the cause of all

| the public calamities which happened. 1f the

| Tiber flowed higher than usnal, or the Nile
not so high ; if there were earthquakes, pestilence,
or famiuve, the multitude were enraged, and cla-
mored for the christians to be thrown to the lions
in the public games.*

During the reign of Nerva, who succeeded
Domitian, the christians enjoyed rest ; but were

again persecuted in the reign of Trajan, who

‘: being intent on restoring the empire and extend-

“ing the bounds of it, procured from the senate
an order to restore the ancient religion, which
bad in a great measure decayed by means of the
progress and influence of christianity.

The younger Pliny, the favorite of the empe-
ror, and governor of Bithynia, was one, amoung
others, who carried the orders of Trajan and the
senate into execution. But so great was the
number of the persons whose lives were forfeited
by this edict, that he was at a loss how to proceed,

* Tertullian's Apol, ch, 40,
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and applied to the emperor for further instruc-
tions.  “ Suspending,” says he, “ all judicial
proceedings, I have recourse to you for advice.
For it has appeared to me a matter highly de-
serving of consideration, especially on account of
the great number of persons who are in danger
of suffering. Many of all ages, and every rank,
of both sexes also, are accused and will be ac-
cused.  Nor has the contagion of this supersti-
tion (so Pliny called the christian religion) seized
the cities only, but the lesser towns also, and the
open country, nevertheless, it seems to me that it
may be restrained and corrected.”

The emperor approved of the conduct of Pliny,
and ordered that the christians should not be
sought out; but that if any were regularly con-
victed of being christians, and did not retract, by
performing some act of worship to the gods, they
should be punished. This was a regulation, but
not a suppression of the persecution.

One of the martyrs of principal note in this
persecution was Symeon the son of Cleopas, he
suffered at the age of one hundred and twenty.

But the most distinguished martyr in this per-
secution was Ignatius bishop of Antioch. Being
brought before the emperor himself, when he was
on his expedition against the Parthians, he was
by him sentenced to be thrown to the wild beasts
at Rome; and this he heard not only without
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dismay but with satisfaction. On his journey
through Asia Minor, he earnestly exhorted the
christians to whom he had access, to persevere
stedfastly in the profession of christianity.

The rescript of Adrian, successor to ‘Trajan,
to the proconsul of Asia, abated the persecution,
but by no means put a stop to it.  Tertullian
tells us, that some few christians were put to
death by thegovernors of proviuces, but the greater
part were dismissed. There appears to have
been at this time an emulation of the crown of
martyrdom ; for, according to Tertullian, Anto-
ninus, who was proconsul of Asia, when the
christians came in a body, before his tribunal, or-
dered some of them to be put to death ; and said
to others, ““ Ye wretches! if you will die, ye
bave precipices and halters.”

Adrian was succeeded in the government, by

/ Antoninus Pius, whoreigned twenty-three years ;
he was one of the best of the emperors, and was
f distinguished for his justice and humanity. He
was far from persecuting the christians, though
they were persecuted in his reign, by some go-
vernors of provinces, it is probable by virtue of
some former imperial edicts which do not appear
ever to have been recalled ; or from the clamors
, of the populace. The superstitious people ig-
norant of the laws of nature, attributed every
phenomenon of an alarming kind to the anger
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“of the gods, on account of the spread of the
christian religion, and sought to appease them,
by the destruction of its adherents. The chris-
tians complained of these outrages, and Justin
Martyr presented an apology to the emperor on
their behalf, which was well received. The em-
peror issned an edict in favor of the christians,
in which he says, « If any person will still ac-
cuse any of these men of being a christian, let
the accussd be acquitted, though he appear to
be such a one, and let the accuser be punished.” *

This liberal conduct of the emperor restrained
the fury of the populace, and we read of no
niore persecutions during his reign.

Marcus Aurelius, though in many respects an
excellent character, was excessively devoted to
the pagan superstitions, and, under the idea that
to maintain the religion of his forefathers would
be the most effectual means of preserving his
empire, he issued rigorous edicts against the
christians, which were diligently executed by the
governors of provinces.

He does notappear to have been at all affected
by the apologies, which were presented to him
by christian writers. He attributed the fortitude
of the christians under their sufferings to obsti-
nacy, and, with Pliny the younger, thought that

* See Lardners IHeathen Testimonies, vol. ii. p. 155, in which this
Edict is inserted at length, translated from Eusebius, b. iv. c. 13,

1
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to be a sufficient cause of punishment. Justin, one
of these apologists, tells the emperor, * Things
that have happened, but a few days ago, in your
city, and which are every where done in like
manner by the presidents without reason, have
compelled me to make this address to you.” In
another part of this address, Justin says, Every
where, if any Gentile was admonished, or re-
proved for a fault, by a father, a neighbour, a
child, a friend, a brother, a husband, or a wife,
he would presently have his reprover brought
before a governor who would be willing to inflict
death upon him.”

Athenagorus, tells this emperor and Com-
modus, that all other people experienced the
benefits of their equitable government, “ but we
christians,” says he, ¢ because no regard is had
to us, nor any provision made for us, though we
do no evil and are in all things obedient to the
Divine Being,and yourgovernment, are harrassed,
and persecuted for the name only. We therefore
intreat you to take care of us, that we may no
longer be put to death by sycophants.” *

[M. Aurelius continued the persecution of the
christians with unrelenting rigor to the end of
his reign, notwithstanding all the remonstrances
of the christian apologists. (They are said to

* Lardner’s Heathen Testimonies, vol. ii, p. 184.
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have suffered more during his reign than in alD
the time of his predecessors. LEusebius says,
that, owing to the part the populace took against
the christians, the number of martyrs was ex-
ceedingly great,

In this persecution the venerable and illustri-
ous Polycarp suffered. He had been the com-
panion of the apostle John, and was bishop of
Smyrna. When brought before the proconsul
and urged by him to renounce Christ, he replied,
““ Fourscore and six years have I served him,
and he has never done me an injury, how can
I blaspheme my king and my savior?” DBeing
threatened to be thrown to the wild beasts, and
appearing indifferent to it, he was then threatened
with fire, to which he answered, *“ you threaten
me with fire which burns for an hour, and then is
extinguished ; but you are ignorant of the fire of
the future judgment, and everlasting punishment,
reserved for the wicked ; but why do you delay?
appoint which you please.”

Proclamation was then made, that Polycarp
had persisted in professing himself a christian,
he was sentenced to be burned alive. When
the pile was ready, he undressed himself, and
as they were about to nail him to the stake, he
said, ¢ Let me be as I am. He that enables me
to bear the fire, will also enable me to remain
unmoved within the pile, without your fastening

12
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me with nails.” They, therefore, only bound
him, and after perwmitting him to pray, when he
had concluded, fire was put to the pile; but as
he did nor die so soon as they expected, he was,
at the request of the people, despatched with a
sword. Among many other victims that suf-
fered during this reign was Justin, the learned
and enlightened apologist, who was afterwards
surnamed the martyr, to distinguish him from
other persons of the same name.*

At Lyons and Vienne, in Gaul, the most shock-
ing scenes of barbarity and cruelty were exhi-
bited in the persecution of the christians, which
tock place in that country under the reign, and
which were carried on with the knowledge and
approbation, of this philosophic emperor.

The persecution began with excluding the
christians from the baths, the market and all
places of public resort.. Then the populace in-
sulted them, in the most outrageous manner,
dragging them about, plundering their goods,
aud thereby obliging them to keep within their
houses.  After this, being regularly accused be-
fore the magistrates, they were, on the confessing
themselves to be christians, sent to the prisons
till the arrival of a president of a prmincej :

The torture was applied, in order to make
them confess the truth of what was laid to their

* Eusebius’ Hist, b. iv. c. 16.
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charge; especially to Sanctus, a deacon of
Vienne, Maturus, a young convert, Attalus, a
native of Pergamus, and Blandina, a slave.

. To all the questions put to Sanctus in order
to prove the vile charges against himself and his
brethren, he answered, “ I am a christian.” This
provoked the executioners so much that they ap-
plied red-hot plates of iron to the tenderest pul'ts
of his body, till he was all one wound, and had
hardly the appearance of the human form.

At this time one Biblias, who had renounced
the faith, being produced in order to repeat the
calumnies with which she had been induced to
charge the christians, was filled with remorse,
and openly retracted what she had alleged, say-
ing, how could the christians eat infants, when
they did not even eat the blood of brute animals.

Pothinus, the bishop of Lyouns, who was more
than ninety years old, was brought before the
tribunal, and on his confession, without any re-
gard to his age or weakness, he was insulted in
the most outrageous manner by the mob, who
beat him with their fists, kicked him, and other-
wise ill-treated him as if they were avenging the
cause of their gods upon him. )

The populace having been clamorous to have
the christians thrown to the wild beasts in the
amphitheatre, that spectacle was at length pro-
vided for them on this occasion, and Matuarus,
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Sanctus, Blandina and Attalus, were brought
out for this purpose. But before the productiou
of the wild beasts, Maturus and Sanctus were
made to suffer the torture in the amphitheatre as
if it had not been applied before ; and every thing
that an enraged multitude had called for having
been tried upon them, they were at length roasted
in an iron chair, till they yielded an offensive smell
of burnt flesh.

Blandina was then produced, and when she
was fastened to a stake a wild beast was let loose
upon her: this she bore with great fortitude ; but
as the beast did not meddle with her, she was re-
manded back to prison.

Attalus was led round the amphitheatre with
a board held before him, on which was inscribed»
Tlas vs Attalus (he Christian. But when it was
discovered that he was a Roman citizen, the pre-
sident remanded him back to prison, until he
should learn the will of the emperor concerning
him and others in the same predicament.

The answer of the emperor was, that they who
confessed they were christians should be put to
death, but that those who denied it should be set
at liberty. In consequence of this answer ano-
ther assembly was held, the confessors were pro-
duced before it, and those of them who were Ro-
man citizens were beheaded, and the rest thrown
to wild beasts. Many who had before renounced
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christianity through fear of punishment, now re-
voked their recantation, and declaring themselves
christians suffered with the rest. These had been
encouraged to this step by Alexander a Phrygian,
with whom the multitude was much enraged;
he was called before the council, and confessing
himself a christian, he was sentenced to be thrown
to the wild beasts, and the day following was led
into the amphitheatre in company with Attalus;
but previous to their being exposed to the beasts,
they were both caused to undergo a variety of
tortures.

Blandina was brought from prison again, toge-
ther with a young man of the name of Ponticius;
about fifteen years of age, who had been brought
every day to see the sufferings of others. This
youth was called upon to acknowledge the hea-
then gods, but refused. The multitade had no
compassion either for the tender years of Ponti-
cius, or the sex of Blandina, both were made to
go through the whole circle of tortures, Ponti-
cius expired under them, and Blandina, after
being scourged and placed in the hot iron chair,
was put into a net, and exposed to a bull, being
tossed by him for some time, she was at last dis-
patched by a sword. The multitude far from
being affected by this horrid spectacle, afterwards
vented their rage upon the dead bodies of the
christians. Those who had been suffocated in
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prison, were thrown to the dogs, and were
watched day and night, lest any person should
bury them. Even in this condition, the heathens
asked them where was their God, and what their
religion had done for them.

The christians had some years of repose during
the first part of the reign of Severus, owing, it is
supposed by historians, to the influence of a fa-
vorite slave, who was well-disposed towards them.

Many christians in Africa suffered during this
reign. Rutilius, who had fled from place to place,
wasat length apprehended, and though grievously
tormented, and then burned alive, he bore the
whole with great resolution. Martius was also
condemned by the proconsul Scapula tobe thrown
to the wild beasts. This persecution was par-
ticularly severe in Alexandria, and in Egypt in
general. At this time Leonidas, the father of
the celebrated Origen was beheaded. Potamizwna,
a woman distinguished for her beauty and chas-
tity, after much torture, was, with her mother
put to death, by having boiling pitch poured over
them from head to foot! 'The christians in the
city of Lyons again suffered extremely.*

“In this reign bappened the martyrdom of
Perpetua and Felicitas, and their companions,—
Perpetua had an infant at the breast, and Felici-
tas was just delivered at the time of their being

* Sce Priestley’s History of the Christian Church.
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put to death. Perpetua had an aged father who
continued an heathen, and who with all the elo-
quence of grief, besought his daughter to spare
his old age, and to compassionate her infant.—
She thinking herself bound by higher considera-
tions to adhere to her religion, her father was
obliged to desist from his importunity.

¢« These two young beautiful and amiable wo-
men, mothers of infant children, after suffering
much in prison, were exposed before an insulting
multitude, with many virtuous companions, to a
wild cow. She mangled their bodies ina manner
so horrid, that even the brutal mob were some-
what softened, and called out for a more mild
and speedy mode of execution. They were then
carried to a conspicuous place, and put to death
by the sword.

¢'The days of chivalry were not yet come, those ‘)S
days which purified Europe from such brutality.
What a spectacle was here! a crowd of Romans,
polished by letters and boasting of philosophy,
exulting in the agonies of young and elegant wo-
men, in the tenderest and most melting circam-
stances of life—mothers of crying infants! Let
the rational inquirer attempt to account for the
spread of humane sentiments in later times, and
perhaps he may find we have reason to thank
christianity for a change so remarkable. Certain
it is that the Romans, in the wmost polished pe-
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riods of their empire, were delighted with scenes
of cruelty, exhibited upon occasions of public
rejoicing, which would shock the most vulgar of
modern times, to observe but for a moment.” *

“Some of the soldiers who had attended these
executions and had witnessed the uncommon for-
titude of the martyrs, voluntarily offered them-
selves as victims declaring they also were chris-
tians. The prefect being alarmed at the zeal of
the soldiers, refused to immolate any more vic-
tims, and they were suffered to depart.

Caracalla, the son of Severus who reigned six
years, from A. D. 211 to A. D. 217 was a mon-
ster of wickedness, but he spared the christians,
as did also Heliogabulus, a man of a similar cha-
racter. However odious these men were as pro-
fligates, they did not add to their crimes, the
more enormous one of religious persecution. But
as the laws against the christians were unrepealed,
some of the governors of the provinces taking ad-
vantage of that circumstance, ill-treated and har-
rassed them.

During the reign of Alexander Severus the
christians were not persecated, except in some
instances by the governors of the provinces, who
put the existing laws in force against them.—
Maximin, his successor though an enemy to

* A. Robinson,
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the christians, only ordered that their ministers
should be put to death, probably judging that by
smiting the shepherds he should more effectually
disperse the flocks. This persecution, however,
did not extend to all the provinces of the empire,
so that the christians enjoyed the privilege of
safety and rest by fleeing from ‘those provinces
in which the presidents were their enemies, to
others in which the pro-consuls were favorable
towards them.

The persecutions of the christians ceased till
the time of Decius, about A. D. 249, who during
his short reign manifested the most implacable
hatred to them. According to a fragment of a
letter of Dionysius to Fabius, preserved in Eu-
sebius,* a grievous persecution had been raised
in Alexandria, said to have been fomented by a
soothsayer and poet, who is not named, who ir-
ritated the multitude against the christians, as the
enentes of their religion, and exhorted them to
contend for the superstition of the country. They
first of all seized on a man of the name of Metras,
who refused to pronounce certain words, which
it was known christians would not do.  His re-
fusal subjected him to their gross violence ; they
beat him with clubs, and pricked him in the face
and eyes with sharp reeds, and at last stoned

* See Lardner’s Heathen Testimonies, and Priestley’s Church History.
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him to death. After this they dragged a christian
woman, named Quinta into an idol temple, and
when she refused to perforin the rites of it, they
tied her feet together, and dragged her through
the streets, which were paved with rough stones.
They then scourged her, and afterwards stoned
her to death. Houses were plundered of what-
ever was valuable, and what was deemed not
worth their carrying away, they broke in pieces.
In short the multitude carried their fury so far
that no christian could appearin the public streets
or highways without being insulted and abused
by them.

This was a little before the dreadful edict of
Decius, which when it arrived filled all the chris-
tians in Egypt with the greatest consternation.
Many suffered during this persecution, which ap-
pears to have been general throughout the empire,
as it was ordered by an imperial edict.

Origen, who had distinguished himself so¥much
among the christians, was particularly aimed at
in this persecution, and apprehended, and though
he was then in an advanced age, showing an
example in himself of that fortitude which he had
so early in life, and so often afterwards, recom-
mended to others, he bore a great variety of tor-
tures with an invincible fortitude. He survived
this persecution, but by what means is not now
known. He wrote several letters afterwards,
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highly edifying to those who might be brought
into the same circumstances, and died at the age
of seventy.*®

About the year 256, Valerian, who in the be-
ginning of his reign had heen excéedingly friendly
to the christians, began a severe persecution of
them, to which he was instigated by their ene-
mies, and especially the heathen priests. Both
men and women suffered death, someby scourging,
some by the sword, and some by fire.

Amongst many great men who perished in
this persecution, we must not omit to mention
Cyprian, the celebrated bishop of Carthage. He
behaved with such unexampled firmness, as in-
spired his fellow christians with an enthusiasm
of admiration, who, in the ardor of their sym-
pathy, exclaimed, ¢ Let us die with fim.”

Previous to the persecution under Diocletian,
the chsistians enjoyed fifty or sixty years of peace;
but their sufferings were very great during his
reign. Maximian, the son-in-law of Diocletian,
was a great agent and promoter of this persecu-
tion, the infamy of it, therefore should be jointly
shared by the father and the son. The first
edict, which was published about Laster, in the
year 303, at Nicomedia, where Diocletian and7
Maximian then were, ordered,—* That all chris- )

*» Priestley’s History of the Christian Church.
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tian churches should be demolished to their
foundations,—that their sacred books should be
burned,— that those christians who enjoyed any
honors should be deprived of them,—and that
private persons should be made slaves, if they
did not renounce christianity.” *

This edict was immediately pulled down, and
the person who did it, executed. Another edict
was published, by which the christian clergy
were ordered to be committed to prison. and
commanded to sacrifice to the heathen deities.—
A third edict followed, ordering those who re-
fused to sacrifice, to be exposed to torture.—
Truly dreadful were the engines of torture and
of death, which were employed upon this occa-
sion, in order to exterminate christians and chris-
tianity. Peter, a young man of the bed chamber
of the emperor, and much in favor before this
time, was first stripped naked, and then wh.ipped
till his bones were laid bare. He was afterwards
washed with vinegar and salt, and then slowly
roasted upon a gridiron. Steadfastin his attach-
ment to the faith of Christ, he endured all with
a dignified patience, and died a martyr to the
doctrine of a future life. It happened that the
palace took fire, which offered a fair occasion to
throw an odium on the christians, and they were

* Priestley’s History of the Christian Church.
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blamed for it, so that the persecution was carried
on with iucreasing severity, under the pretext of
revenging this evil upon them. Agreeably to the
imperial mandate, christians were now murdered
in crowds, with their children and whole families,
some were cut off by the sword, and some were
burned ; many were thrown bound into the sea,
and some were even taken out of their graves,
and thrown into the ocean.

At Tyre, many were thrown to wild beasts.—
In Egypt, some were beheaded, and others fa-
mished to death. Some were crucified with their
heads downwards, and suffered to remain in that
state, till they perished with hunger. Numbers
had their flesh torn from their bones till they
died.—Women half naked, were fixed by one
foot to very high machines,—others fixed to two /

/

elastic branches of trees, were torn limb fromf

limb, by their rebounding to their natural position. {
Thirty, sixty, and one hundred, men, women and
children were sometimes put to death in oneday!
At Pontus, the sufferings of the martyrs were
still more horrible.—Some had reeds thrust under )

the nails of all their fingers, some had hot lead'
poured upon them, and others were tortured in >

their private parts, and their bowels!*  This is
but a specimen of this terrible persecution. The

* Priestley’s History of the Christian Church,
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numbers that suffered, and the variety of their
tortures, exceeded the calculation of the most
observing of :that time.

An occasional stop was put to this persecu-
tion, by a disorder which attacked G. Maximian
at this time.—He was afflicted with a terrible
ulcer, which bred worms, and the stench of which
was intolerable, even to himself. Finding no
relief from his physicians, or his heathen gods,
he wished to be commended to the god of the
christians, that he might cure his disease. He
therefore published a rescript in favor of the
christians. which Dr. Lardner has given us at
length in his Heathen Testimonies, as follows :—
“The Emperor Czsar GaLerIus VALERIUS

MaximiaN, Fnvincible, August, High Priest,

To the Peeple.

“ Among other things which we have ordered,
with a view to the benefit and prosperity of the
public, we did indeed formerly strive to correct
all things according to the ancient laws and es-
tablished constitution of the Romans; and among
other things, that the christians who had forsaken
the religion of their ancestors, should return to
a right mind ; forasmuch as by some means such
an obstinacy hath seized them, and such was their
folly, that they followed not the institutions of
the ancients, which possibly some of their own
ancestors had appointed, but according to their
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own fancy, and just as they pleased, they made
laws for themselves, to be observed and followed
by them, and in many places, they drew over
multitudes of people to follow their customns.—
Wherefore, when after we had published our
edict, that they should return to the institutions
of the ancients, many have been exposed to ddn-
ger, and many have been greatly afflicted, and
have undergone various kinds of deaths; and for-
asmuch as great multitudes persist in their opi-
nions, and we perceive that they give not due
worship and reverence to the immortal gods, nor
yet worship the god of the christians; we, duly
considering our accustomed mildness and huma-
nity, with which we are wont to dispense pardon
to men, have thought proper, readily to hold forth
to them our indulgence, that they may at length
be christians, and that they may rebuild the
houses in which they have been used to assemble,
provided they do nothing contrary to good go-
vernment.—By ,another letter, we shall make
known our pleasure to the judges, for the direc-
tion of their conduct. Wherefore, agreeably to
this our indulgence, they ought to pray to their
god for our welfare, and for that of the public,
and for their own ; that on all sides, the public
may be preserved in safety, and they may live
securely in their own habitations.”*

* Lardper’s Testimonies.
K
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Maximian did not long survive this edict, and
its beneficial effects were not general. For
Maximin, who ruled in the east, not approving of
it, did not publish it in the proper forms, but only
mentioned it to some of the governors, as they
did to others. Sabinus, however, the pratorian
prefect, wrote to all the governors of the provin-
cés, stating, that as it was not possible to reduce
the christians by any means to the obedience of
the laws, they should not be any more molested.
On this the persecution ceased, the christians
were restored to their churches, and those who
had been condemned to the mines were set at
liberty *

This favorable state of things lasted buta very
, short time. For insix months after, Maximin,

who had been created Ceesar in A. D. 306, and
who governed in the East, procured formal ap-
plications to be made to him from Antioch, and
other cities, requesting that no christians might
be permitted to reside in them. The emperor
readily complied with the petitions which he
himself had suggested, and the heathen rites
being restored with great zeal in all places, the
persecution of the christians commenced afresh.

The rescripts against the christians were also,
by order of Maximin, engraved on brass, and
set up in the cities, and read in the schools.

* Eusebius® Hist. b. ix. c. 1.
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A copy of this"emperor’s rescript, addressed to
the people of Tyre, is given by Eusebius, of which
the following is a translation, by Dr. Lardner.

“ Now at length the impudent confidence of
men, having once shaken off the dark mists of
error and ignorance, which for a time blinded the
wiinds of men, rather miserable than wicked, may
discern that the world is governed by the indul-
gent providence of the immortal gods. It is int-
possible to say how grateful, how delightful, how
acceptable, your pious resolution for the honor
of the gods has been to us. Nor was it before
unknown to any, how great is your respect and
veneration for the gods, which have been mani-
fested not by words only, but also by great works,
on which account your city may be deservedly
styled the seat and habitation of the immortal
gods; and it is evident by many proofs, that she
flourishes by the adventand presence of the hea-
venly deities.

And now your city, negligent of your own par-
ticular iuterest, and no longer sending to me the
requests which you were formerly wont to send,
couducive to your own prosperity ; when it per-
ceived that the promoters of the detestable vanity
began to creep abroad again, and that, like fire
carelessly raked up, it broke out with redoubled
violence, immediately without delay, you had re-
course to our piety, as the metropolis of all reli-

K 2
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gion, requesting redress and assistance ; nor can
it be doubted that this wholesome design has
been put into your minds by the immortal gods.
for the sake of your pious regard for them. The
most high and most mighty Jupiter, who presides
in your famous city, who preserves your country
gods, your wives, your children, your families,
and houses, from destruction, has suggested this
‘petition to you. He it is who hath breathed into
your minds this salutary resolution, evidently
showing how excellent, and noble, and profitable,
it is to worship him, and to perform the sacred
rites and ceremonies of the immortal gods with
due veneration. Who can be so void of all sense
and reason, as not to know, that it is owing to
the propitious favor and bounty of the gods to-
wards us, that the earth does not neglect to re-
store to us the seeds committed to it, that the
hope of the husbandman is not disappointed, that
the aspect of destructive war is not immoveably
tixed on the earth, that our bodies are not de-
stroyed by the intemperance of the air, that the
sea is not perpetually tossed and made to over-
flow with stormy winds, and that the earth, the
mother and nurse of all things, is not rent asun-
der by agitations within its own bowels, and
mouutains swallowed up by vast and unexpected
scissures 7 'There is no man who does not know
that all these, and worse calamities have hereto-
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fore often happened; and they have befallen us

on account of the peruicious error, and empty_
vanity, of those execrable men, which are so

spread as to cover almost the whole earth with

shame and dishounor.”" After some other ﬂ]ings,

he adds,

“ Let men now look info the open ﬁelds and
see the flourishing corn waving its full ears; let
them see the meadows bedecked with plants and
flowers, that have been watered with ‘seasonable
rain; let them observe the calm émd égreeable,
temperature of the air; let all ‘men, therefore,
henceforth rejoice, that by your piety and respect
for the sacred rites of religion, the deity 'of the
most valiant and most potent Mars has been ap-
peased, and that they may now securely enjoy
the benefits of a profound and delightful peace.
As many have forsaken that blind error, and in-
tricate maze of vanity, and are retumed to a right
and sound mind, let them rejoice abundautly, as
men delivered from a dangerous tempest, or a
grievons disease, and who have now before them
the prospect of a pleasant and comfortable life
for the time to come. But if any still persist in
their vain and detestable folly, let them be ex-
pelled far away from your city, and country, as
you have desired ; that thus, conformably to your
laudable care in this matter, your city being pur-
ged from all defilement and wickedness, you
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may according to your own genuine disposition,
with all due veneration and solemnity, perform
the sacred rites of the immortal gods. And that
“you may know how grateful this your petition
has been to me, and that, without decrees and
without petitions, I am of m);self forward to en-
courage well-disposed minds, we permit you to
ask the greatest benefit you can ask, as a reward .
for so religious a purpose. Take care that you
ask immediately, and that you receive what you
ask ; for youshall obtain it without delay; which
benefit, bestowed upon your city, shall be hence-
forward, throughout all time, a monument of your
devout piety for the immortal gods, and shall
declare to your children and posterity, that you
have received from our hands a recompence of
your love and virtue.” ¥
“ We see here,” says Dr. Priestly, “all kinds of
prosperity confidently ascribed to the influence
of the heathen gods, in consequence of the ob-
servance of the ancient rites, and on the other
hand, every species of temporal calamity is as-
cribed to theneglectof those rites, inconsequence
of the general spread of christianity, which is
here clearly acknowledged, and grievously la-
mented.”t

But Maximin was disappointed in his expec-

* Testimonies, vol. iii. p. 316. t+ Priestley’s History of the Christian
Church, vol. i. p. 407.
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tation of the rich harvest he had promised to
himself from the observance of the heathen rites,
and from his persecution of the christians; for
there soon after followed a total failure of the
usual quantity of rain, to which succeeded a fa-
mine, attended as usual by a dreadful pestilence.
Maximin was also worsted in a war which he
carried on against the Armenians, who were ge-
nerally christians. Soon after this arrived the
news of the defeat of Maxentius by Constantine
and Licinius, and their rescriptin favor of the
christians. This tyrant finding himself unable to
oppose them, now published a rescript of his own,
by which he exempted all christians from punish-
ment, but this disguise was too flimsy, the chris-
tians saw through it, and, as was to be expected,
detested the persecutor.

Thus ended this great persecution till it was
revived for a short time by Licinius, A. D. 316.—
Contending for empire against Constantine, and
knowing that the chiristians would take part with
his rival, he hoped to secure the assistance and
support of the heathens, by showing his hostility
to the christians. Though this persecution was
short, yet many fell the victims to the tyrants
cruelty. Constantine, by conquering Licinius
became the sovereign of the Roman empire, de-
clared himself a convert to thc christian faith and
the protector of its professors.
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CHAP. I1.

Of Persecutions under those called Christian
Emperors. :

Constantine began his reign by allowing the
christians the full exercise of their religion, and
restoring to them whatever they had been de-
prived of in the late persecution, he likewise
ordered large sums of money to be given to some
of the bishops who were eminent, for the pur-
pose of defraying such expenses, as they should
deem most necessary. 'The banished were re-
called ; those who had been condemned to the
mines were set at liberty ; those who had been
degraded were restored to their honors, and if
they did not choose to resume their former offices,
they were allowed the profits of them and to live
as they pleased. The property of the martyrs
which had been confiscated, was restored to their
patural heirs, or, if no heirs could be found, to
the churches.®

Constantine built a magnificent church over
the sepulchre of Christ, said to have been found
in an uninjured state, under a heap of rubbish ;
he also built a church at Bethlehem, and another

* Eusebius’ Life of Constantine.
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on the mount of olives, and, afterwards orna-
mented them with splendid decorations.

At Coustantinople, he not ouly built Inany mag-
nificent churches, but abolished all idolatry within:
its precincts, so that no trace of the heathen wor-
ship remained. . He afierwards ordered all. the
heathen temples to be shut up, and forbade all
sacrifices to the heathen gods through all the Ro-
man empire.*  We donot find these arbitrary
and unjust edicts followed by personal violence
to individuals, owing perhaps more to the indif-
ference of the heathens respecting their religion,
than to either the lenity or justice of the emperor.
These edicts do not appear tohave been rigorously
executed, for the heathen worship was continued
in most places, especially in the villages. The

heathens being for the most part to be found «n .

villages, and not in cities,” they got the name of
pagani, pagans, from pagus, a village.t

During the persecutions of the christians by
the heathen emperors, they were united, and not-
withstanding the differences of opinion that ex-
isted among them, they manifested towards each
other christian charity and -brotherly affection ;
but no sooner was their faith embraced by the
emperor, and supported by the civil power, ‘than
they began to anathematize and curse each ‘other

———————

* Eusebius’ Life of Constantine.
t Dr. Priestley’s History of the Christian Church.

UN—
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on account of the different tenets they held on
religious subjects, and by enlisting the emperor
of their party, the majority found themselves able
to enforce their own peculiar notions, by inflicting
pains and penalties on the minority.

“ A principle had very early discovered itself
amongst the christian clergy, and by them propa-
gated amongst the common people, of the most
pernicious tendency, which rent the church in
pieces, and deluged it with blood. This princi-
ple, made an agreement in points of theological
controversy the test of sound christianity, and
departed from the eternal rule laid down by the
founder of this religion, * that those are his dis-
ciples indeed, who do whatsoever he commandeth
them.” *

To terminate the disputes which existed among
the different parties, Constantine summoned a
general council which was held at Nice, in which
among other things settled by this conclave the
opinions of Arius were condemned as heretical,
and the creed called the Nicene creed, which
was to be the standard of orthodoxy, was framed,
to which the following anathema was subjoined :
“the catholic and apostolic church of God ana-
thematizes those who say that there ever was a
time when the Son was not, or that he did not

* A, Robinsonv.,
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exist before he was generated, or that he was
made out of nothing, or out of any other sub-
stance, or that he is subject to change.” Arius
was sent into banishment, and his followers were
ordered to be called Porphyrians, from Porphy-
rius, a heathen who wrote against christianity.

When the council of Nice broke up, Constan-
tine wrote letters to different churches branding
Arius with every abominable name, and threaten-
ing to put every one to death, who should find '
any of the books of Arius, and not immediately
burn them. A measure, which if rigidly put in
execution, would have been much more dreadful,
than the edict of any heathen emperor against the
christians. Uniformity of faith was his great ob-
Ject; but to accomplish this, he should have had
the powers, not only of the emperor of Rome, but
of the emperor of the universe!

Constantine, who just now regarded Arius, as
the child and agent of the devil, presently recalled
him froin banishment, and recommended him to
be again admitted into the communion of the
church. The emperor left to himself still re-
garded the question as a trifle ; but instigated by
bishops what have not civil rulers done in the
blessed business of religious murder! Athana-
sius opposed the admission of Arius into the
charch, and was in his turn banished, being ac-
cused by the Arians of certain crimes, The bi-
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shops at last all yielded, (for the emperor hid
them do so) and Arius was received to commu-
nion. Now the Arians triumphed, and instigated
the emperor to call a synod for the condennation
of Marcellus, bishop of Ancyra, who was an
Ebionite, holding doctrines similar to those after-
wards called Socinian. He was deposed from
his see and deprived of his honors. Thus went
on in each party, the work of persecution! The
emperor, finding he could not with safety intro-
duce Arius into Alexandria, sent for him to Con-
stantinople. The bishop Alexander refused to
admit him to communion, but the emperor com-
manded, and the good bishop yielded. The next
Sunday wasfixed upon for the admission of Arius
into the church ; but the day before, being easing
himself, his bowels gushed out, and he died.

The orthodox party triumphed on the death of
Arius, and ascribed it to the peculiar judgment
and visitation of God, on account of his heresy.
Mr. Gibbon says, ¢ Those who receive the literal
account of this story, may take their choice be-
twixt miracle and poison.” And the eloquent
historian seems to throw suspicion upon the or-
thodox enemies of Arius.*

The following rescript, preserved by Eusebius,
will show the zeal of Constantine in the cause of

* History of the decline and fall of the Roman empire,
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orthodoxy, and the persecuting spirit he mani-
fested towards those whom he denominated he-
retics.

 The emperor, CONSTANTINE, the great Au-
GUSTUS, Lo the heretics.”

“Know by this law, O ye Novatians, Valen-
tinians, Marcionites, Paulians, and Cataphrygi-
ans, who all of you make up your heresies for
your peculiar congregations ; in what lies is your
folly involved, and with what deadly poisons do
your doctrines abound, so that the healthy are
made sick, and the living are brought to everlast-
ing death by your means! O ye enemies of
truth, adversaries of life, and couusellors of de-
struction, every thing with you is hostile to truth
and congenial to the most abominable wickeduness,
being full of absurdity and fiction, by which yon
fabricate your lies! You afflict the innocent, and
withhold light from the believers: continually
offending under the pretence of piety, you defile
every thing. You wound the innocent and pure
conscience with deadly blows. You ina manner
deprive the eyes of men of day-light. What oc-
casion is there to mention particulars. For to
treat properly of your mischiefs would require
much time, and is inconsistent with my engage-
ments. For solarge and immense is your wicked-
ness, and so full of all abominations, that a whole
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day would not suffice to describe it. ~ Besides,
we ought to turn away our ears from hearing
such things, and our eyes from seeing them, not
to defile our own sincere and pure faith with the
particular enumeration of them. Why then
should we any longer bear such mischiefs ; espe-
cially since long forbearance, as in a pestilential
disorder, is a.means of infecting those who are
well?  Why then should not I, as speedily as
possible, cut up by the roots, as we may say, so
great wickedness by public animadversion ?

* Wherefore, since it is not possible to bear
your most deadly and destructive tenets any lon-
ger, we declare by this law, that none of you pre-
sume to hold any public assembly for the fature.
We have therefore given orders to demolish all
the places in which you hold your meetings. We
carry oar provision so far, as to forbid such as-
semblies of superstitious madness to be held not
only in a public place, but not even in a private
house. Wherefore, as is much more honourable,
you who wish for the true and pure worship,
come to the catholic church, and partake of: its
sanctity, by which you may come at the truth.—
But let the deceit of your perverse understanding
be far removed from the happiness of our times.
I'mean the accursed and destructive madness of
Leretics and schismatics. For it becomes me, on
account of the happiness which I derive fronr
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God, to provide that they who pass their lives in
good hope may be brought from all error into
the right way, from darkness to light, from folly
to truth, from death to salvation.

*“ Wherefore, to give necessary force to this
law, 1 give orders, as was said before, that all
places of assembly for your superstition, I mean
all houses of prayer belonging to heretics, if they
can be called houses of prayer, be without appeal,
taken from them, aud immediately given to the
catholic church, and all other places to the pub-
lic, and that no opportunity of meeting in them
again be allowed ; that in no place, public or pri-
vate, your unlawful assemblies may, ﬁom the pre-
sent day be held.” *

-« This law,” says Robinson, “ is full of perse-
cution and injustice, and this zeal for uniformity
answered no end, but that of more strongly con-
firming the heretics in heresy. Virtue and not
faith is the foundation of christian communion ;
this maxim, if acted upon, would have saved the
lives of thousands picusly murdered for the pro-
pagation of truth!”

Constantine did not long survive Arius. He
was succeeded in the empire, by his three sons,
Constantine, Constautius, and Constans. Con-
stantine the eldest recalled Athanasius from ba-

* Ensebius’ Life of Constantine, b. iii. c. 63.
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nishment, and restored him to his bishopric.—
Constantius, after his elder brother’s death, con-
vened a synod at Antioch in Syria, where Atha-
nasius was again deposed and banished. In this
council a new creed was drawn up, and, to effect
a uniformity of faith among the christians, the
expressions were made very general, so as to suit
both the orthodox and Arians.  The good fathers
took care to add a few anathemas, especially upon
those who should preach a doctrine different to
what this council had received, because, as they
say, ¢ they did really believe and follow all such
things as the scriptures contain. “ So that at
this time the whole christian world was under a
synodical curse, the opposite councils having
damned one another and all that differed from
them. And if councils, as such, have any au-
thority to anathematize all who will not submit
to them, this authority equally belongs to every
council ; and therefore it was but a natural piece
of revenge, that as the council of Nice had sent
all the Arians to the Devil, the Arians, in their
turn, should take the orthodox along with them
for company, and thus repay one anathema with
another.” *

Contantins enlisted himself on the Arian side
and favored the bishops of that party only, he

* Dr. Chandler.
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ejected Paul the orthodox bishop from the see
of Coustantinople, as a person altogether unwor-
thy of it, and gave it to Macedonius. Macedo-
nius had a scheme of faith different from both
the orthodox and arians, which he openly pro-
mulgated after he got possession of his bishopric.
Athanasius and Paul were afterwards restored to
their respective sees. | They were both soon after
again banished ; again recalled by Constans, and
after that again banished by Constantius. = These
circumstances did not take place without much
tumnult and bloodshed. The ministers of religion
become a worldly priesthood, the contest was
no longer about the plain uncarrupted doctrines
of christianity, but. about power;and deminion,
preferments, large revenues, and secular honors.
The bishops were mstalled by armed men, and
while they could keep their situation and enjoy
its emoluments, they showed those who thought
diflerently from themselves, neither justice nor
mercy, anathematizing them, and - persecuting
them to the utmost of their power. = This made
Julian say of them, ‘¢ that the generality of chris-
tians were greater, enemies to ecach -other, than
wild beasts were to human kind.” ,

Upon the succession of Julian to the empire,
the contending parties. were kept in tolerable
peace and order. The bishops which his pre.
decessor had banished he recalled, restored their

L
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effects which had been confiscated, and forbade
any one to injure or hurt them. He caused,
says Ammanianus Marcellinus, a heathen writer,
the christian bishops and people, who were at
variance with each other to come into his palace,
and there admonished them, that they should
every one profess their own religion, without mo-
lestation, provided they did not disturb the pub-
lic peace by their divisions. This wasan instance
of moderation worthy the attention and imitation
of rulers in general.

Wkeken solicited to interpose his authority to
settle the disputes of the different parties, he re-
fused, saying, “that he was not so well acquainted
with the matter of their disputes as a just and
impartial judge ought to be, he hoped they would
excuse him, lest he should be guilty of some in-
justice, and settle matters of such importance
among themselves.”*

Julian behaved towards the christians on his
first accession to power, with much clemency,
yet afterwards his conduct was very different.—
He did not indeed publish sanguinary laws, but
he commanded - that the children of christians
should not be instructed in the Greek language ;
and that no christian should bear any office in
the army, nor have any concern in the manage-
ment and distribution of the public revenues.—

* Bower’s History of the Popes, vol. i. p. 168.
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He taxed very Leavily and demanded contribu-
tions from all who would not sacrifice, to support
the expenses of his eastern expeditions. And
when the christians complained to him of the op-
pression of the governors of the provinces, he
dismissed the complainants withsaying in a scorn-
ful manner, < your God has commanded you to
suffer persecution.” He deprived the clergy of
the immunities, hounors. and revenues, which
Constantine had bestowed upon them; abrogated
the laws made in their favor; destroyed several
of their churches, and stripped them of their
treasure and sacred vessels. Some he punished
with banishment, others with death, under pre-
tence of their having pulled down some of the
pagan temples, and offered insult to himself.
This emperor, however he might conform
to the outward profession of christianity during
the life-time of his uncle, was devoted to the
worship of the heathen gods, yet is generally {
designated in history by the name of Apostate. *
It is very probable that Juliau’s Latred to chris-
tianity was increased by the bitterness of spirit

* Lard Clarendon doubts the propriety of the appellation
of Apostate, which has been so uniformly given to Julian, he
says, ‘“ That he was a great enemy to the christians, and that
hie found a way to discredit and dishonor christianity by his
wit and mirth and scoffs and discountenance, (which made a
greater impression upon the christians of that age, and made

L 2
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discovered by the heads of the different parties
among christians ; and his conduct towards them
in some measure influenced by theirs towards

each other. y

Valens the arian emperor persecuted the or-
thodox, and those who held the arian system of
doctrines less rigidly than himself. Making
his own faith the standard, all who differed from
him were sentinto banishment. The consubstan-
tialists were almost exterminated in the eastern
empire ; and in Thrace, Bithynia, the country
about the Hellespont, and even the provinces
more to the east, they had neither churches nor

clergy.

more of them to renounce their faith, than any one of the
bloody persecutions had done,) is very clear ; yetIhave never
seen ground enough to conclude that he ever embraced the
christian faith, or was instructed in it; for though he had
couformed in some outward appearance to the commands of
his uncle the emperor Constantine, yet he appeared always
addicted to the religion of the gentiles.” His lordship, sup-
poses, also, that the account which historians have given of
his death, and the contemptuous speech, he is said to have
uttered respecting Christ in his dying moments, areunfounded ;
and that the over zeal of religious persons of that age, who
thought him an apostate, led them to load his memory with
too many reproaches, Ammanianus Marcellinus, who was
with him in his last battle, says,  that he died with as great
serenity and tranquillity of mind as any Roman:general of
whom we have received very good account in story,”  Religion
and Policy, vol. 1. p. 24. -
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The violence of the arians compelled the
other party to have recourse to the justice and
clemency of the emperor. But, instead of obtain-
ing any redress of their grievances, they are said
to have been treated with a degree of cruelty
shocking to humanity.

The emperor Theodosius was a warm advocate
for uniformity of faith, and when he could not
effect this by gentle methods, he had recourse to
force. He enacted a law, by which he forbade
all who had been declared heretics, .to hold any
assemblies for public worship, to teach their
opinions, or to ordain bishops. Some he banished
from the cities. and others from the empire it-
self.

In the reign of Maximus, A. D. 385, a new
sect arose in the christian church, known by the
name of Priscillianists, from Priscillian their

_founder, a man of 2 noble family, very wealthy,
learned, and eloquent. Priscillian made many
converts by his teaching, both among persons of
rank and of the lower classes. His sect was
famous for self-denying virtues. His crimes
were, differing from the opinions of the priests,
possessing sounduess of heart, and displaying
sterling integrity in his conduct. At the instiga-
tion of the bishops, Maxentius referred the cause
of Priscillian to Evodias, a violent man, who sen-
tenced him to death; he was executed with seve-
ral of his disciples.
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The Donatists, from one Donatus, make a
conspicuous fizure in the history of persecution.
The Theodosian code is full of edicts against
these sectaries, who had separated from the
church in order to establish a more pure commu-
nion. For soslight a heresy, simply for dividing
from a body of men, arrogantly calling themselves
the catholic church, the pious saint Augustine,
declared they would be eternally damned in hell.
He did more, he urged most vehemcntly their
persecution on earth.

“ Hard, indeed, is the lot of heretics, to be
damned in both worlds ; greatis the catholicism,
and charity of the catholic church, which so
zealously promotes, and in partinflicts this dam-
nation!

¢ The philosopher will be astonished, that it
could once be supposed, that the universal pa-
rent could rejoice in the torment of his children,
whose only fault was a sincere desire to obey his
will, and a scrupulous fear of acting contrary to
it ; but the politician will inform him, that the
peace of a state requires the governors to over-
rule such dispositions in the subject, and the
emolument of men in power, and no regard to
religion, or to God, is at once the end and the
reward of this murderous policy.

“The Donatists, agreeably to the wishes of
our political saint, were most cruelly persecuted.
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Three hundred of their clergy, and several thou-
sands of private persons, were stripped of their
wealth, churches, and honors, and banished their
country. The whole sect was stripped of the
rank of citizens, and their worship proscribed.—
Heavy fines were imposed upon such as perse-
vered in their heresy, and, if those fines proved
meffectual, the imperial court were to cut them
off.  The heretics triumphed in their religion,
many, perhaps thousands, were murdered by the
forms of law, and the country was thrown into
tumult and confusion.

“ The conquering Genseric rescued the oppres-
sed christians, and availed himself of their just
alienation from a government, under which they
suffered the loss of property, liberty, and life.—
Thus, as Gibbon observes, ¢ the intolerant spirit
which disgraced the triumph of christianity, con-
tributed to the loss of the important provinces of
the west.

‘ But although Genseric, to serve his own views
of domination, and to gratify his mind, rescued
the donatists from persecution, he soon turned
the edge of persecution against those who had
persecuted his sect. Many, who were called ca-
tholics, were stripped of their honors and sent in-
to banishment by this victorious barbarian. Hun-
neric, his son, continued the persecution begun by
his father, hut death soon arrested him in his
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mad career. Thrasimund, his nephew, carried
his persecution so far, and so long indulged his
intolerant spirit, that on his death bed he extort-
ed from his successor a solemn -oath, that he
would never tolerate the Athanasians. But his
successor judged it better to disregard his wicked
oath, than drink the blood of his innocent sub-
Jects.” *

Cyril, patriarch of Alexandria, persecuted the
Novatians, a sect who separated from what was
called the church. He interdicted their worship,
confiscated the utensils of their churches. He
baniéhed those he did not murder, from -their
dwellings "and from that city. He caused a
young and beautiful female philosopher, named
Hypatia, to be murdered. Peter a reader of the
church, and a member of the disciples of Cyril,
were the perpetrators of this murder,—this ele-
gant lady was of the religion of the Greeks

This pious saint, obtained the condemnation of
Nestorius, whose heresy consisted in maintain-
ing that there were two persons, as well as two
natures, in Christ. Yet in spite of his heresy, he
was not without friends, and it cost Cyril much
trouble to procure his condemnation. The east-
ern bishops protested against these proceedings,
and in their turn condemned the heresy of Cyril,
and by their sentence deprived him of all his ho-

* A. Robinson,
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nors: But they were not able to carry their sen-
tence into execution. They however, says Robin-
son, made an effort, aud placed soldiers at the door
of the cathedral. A rigorous assault was made,
and much blood spilt.  The mind of the empe-
ror Theodosius was distracted at these proceed-
ings, and he called God to witness his innocence
of the conduct of the ambitious and abandoned
priests.  Such was the conduct of councils and -
synods !—Cyril, after much difficulty at last tri:
umphed, and Nestorius was sent into banishment
in the year 435.

In the reign of the emperor Anastatius, a furi-
ous dispute broke out among the christiaus of
that time, concerning the question, “ Whether
one of the Trinity was crucified, or whether only
the man Jesus suffered ?”  The contest was car-
ried on with much animosity. Vitalian with an
army of Huns and Bulgarians defended the ca-
tholic faith. He depopulated Thrace, besieged
Constantinople, and slew sixty-five thousand of
his fellow christians, to obtain the establishment
of the doctrine of the council of Chalcedon.

The emperor Leo ordered that no person should
act as an advocate in any tribunal, but a catholic. \
Pope Gelasius banished some manichzans from
Rome. Justinian took from the heretics all their
churches, and gave them to the catholics. He
allowed three months for the conversion of here-
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tics, and if not accomplished in that time, they
were deprived of the rights of men and ¢iiiz

Justinian persecuted the Jews and Samaritans,
They rosein rebellion against him in their own
defence, in which twenty thousand suffered death,
and as many were sold to perpetual slavery.—
After shedding the blood of thousands on account
of what was deemed heresy, this emperor is saic‘!
to have imbibed heretical opinious, and to have
died in sentiments nearly akin to those of the
goostics.

The contest concerning the worship of images
was continued for almost a century, with the ut-
most violence, and nearly cost the emperor Leo
his life and his kingdom. The pages of ecclesi-
astical history are stained with the relations of the
wars, tumults and persecutions occasioned by
the disputes concerning this silly practice. Such
was the zeal of the priesthood for the worship of
images, that many of the priests declared it was
more commendable for a man to frequent every
brothel in the city, than to neglect the adoration
of images. Those who renounced images were
accounted by Basil, bishop of Cesarea, as those
who had denied Christ. Such was the effect of
superstition and priestcraft.

Charlemagne has been canonized by the church,
the murder of heretics was the high road to his
saintship. Although his private life was far from
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being free from vices of a gross kind, yet he had
a large share of zeal for the church and for reli-
gion. He appointed the punishment of death for
the following crimes :—The refusing to be bap-
tized—The false pretence of having been bap-
tized—A relapse into idolatry—The murder of a
bishop or priest, (for the murder of others was
but a venial crime)—Humam sacrifices—Eating
flesh in Lent. *

The Paulicians, a sect, which in the ninth cen-
tury was very considerable, and supposed by
historians to have held tenets similar to the ma-
nich®ans, were persecuted with great rage and
violence. Goaded by the cruelties exercised
upon them, they rose in a body in defence of their
rights and liberties. They carried on a war
against Curopolates and Leo, their oppressors,
with varied success, but at last they were over-
powered, many hewn to pieces by the sword, and
others transported to Thrace.

Their sufferings were very great during the
reign of the empress Theodora, who during her
son’s minority, published a decree, by which all
the Paulicians were sentenced to death, who did
not renounce their faith, and thus violate their
consciences. The execution of this decree was
dreadful. These pious people were required by
their tyrants to kill, with their own hands, their

* Gibbon's Rome, vol, v. p. 137.
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pastor, Sylvanus, for whom they had the highest
esteem. Indignantatsuch a proposal, they refused
to stain their hands with the blood of their teacher
and their friend ; butone, of the thousands of this
sect, conld be found who did not prefer death to
such an act. About ene hundred thousand of
these reputed heretics were despoiled of their
goods, and perished by fire and sword. And yet
the destroyers of these men called themselves
christians ; nay more, they arrogated to them-
selves the title of (rue and orthodox christians.—
How often has christianity been made a cloak to
cover the foulest deeds, and the ladder by which
| ambitious men might climb to power. Christi-
anity breathes a different spirit; all such crimes
commited inits name, are to be attributed to the
unhallowed, unnatural union of church and state.

During the reign of Alexius Commenus, who
ascended the throne of Constantinople, A. D.
1081, a sect arose, called by historians Bogomi-
lans, very much akin to the Paulicians in their
doctrines and religious practices.  The principal
man among them was Basil, a physician, a very
" popular preacher, who had twelve assistants, who
were called apostles, and who also taught with
address and success.

The emperor sent for Basil in order to con-
verse with him. When he was introduced the
emperor was sitting with his brother Isaac. His
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majesty with a countenance open and full of
sweetness, rose and received him with the most
polite affability.  Ile told him, that himself and
his august brother were extremely  desirous
to be informed of his doctrine, that they were
both prepared to receive with the utmost docility
whatever he should advance as proceeding from
the oracle of God, and that they were ready to
perforwy any duties which he should think fit to
appoint.  Most reverend father, added the em-
peror, T fecl an extreme veneration for you, Iam
charmed with your virtue, and I wish to be tho-
roughly instructed in the mystery of that sublime
doctrine, by wkich you daily convince so many
of the unprofitableness of our popular divinity.
Basil conversed prudently, wassent for frequently,
and always met with the same courtesy; but
whether he suspected the sincerity of his two
illustrious disciples ; or whether he had not got
rid of that tremor, which new and magnificent
objects produce, or whatever other cause ope-
rated, he discovered no eagerness to prosﬂgte
his auditors. The emperor, with uncommon
condescension, made him sup at his own table,
and the brothers both protested their sincerity,
pressed him to open all his heart, and offered to
retire with him to a part of the palace free from
interruption and noise. At length he agreed,and
along with his two pupils he went into a private
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apartment hung with tapestry, to open his lec-
tures. Here with all sincerity and good faith,
Basil laid open his opinions of the religion of
Jesus. The royal brothers listened, and heard
him with marks of approbation.  The tutor felt
the subject and grew warm and eloquent, the
disciples professed themselves instructed and
pleased. All on a sudden the emperor drew the
tapestry aside, and discovered to Basil a secretary
writing at a table. At the same time he ordered
the doors to be opened, and followed by his bro-
ther he went out, leaving Basil to his reflections,
who was presently conducted to prison.

The palace was suddenly in motion. The
council was assembled. Officers, civil and mili-
tary, the patriarch, and ecclesiastical senate at-
tended, and Basil was brought out to answer to
a charge of heresy. The discourse which he had
delivered, as the secretary had taken it down,
was read. The evidence was said to be incon-
testible, and the doctrine execrable. The clergy
thought he deserved to be burnt to death. Basil,
far from blushing or recanting, confirmed all he
had advanced, and with a manly courage declared
he was ready to suffer any thing, and even to be
burnt to death rather than deny what he thought
to be true.

The emperor, having by his treachery secured
‘the heresiarch, and having understood that he had
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a great number of disciples in the city, published
an edict that Basil and all his followers should
be burnt alive.  Many were arrested. The se-
nate was convened. The emperor mounted his
throne, and commanded the guilty to be brought
m. Some acknowledged themselves Bogomilans,
others denied. The clergy sat, the monks stood
round to dispute against error, and to applaud
whatever the emperor should do. Some persisted ;
others said they were othodox and had been slan-
dered. At length Alexius rose up in fury, and
exclaimed, “1 command two large fires to be
instantly kindled, and in one a cross to be erected,
Let those who ‘choose to die in the catholic faith
be burnt in the fire where the cross stands; and
let those who choose to die in error be burnt in
the other. It is better for christians who are in-
nocent to die, rather than to lie under the scandal
of heresy, and to give occasion to the weak to
stumble through suspicion of the purity of their
faith.,” 'The guards instantly took the prisoners
away. The flaming furnaces were quickly pre-
pared. The cross was set up. The prisoners
arranged themselves. Some drew near to this,
and others to that. The city was in an uproar.
The people execrated the tyrant. Suddenly, the
guards turned about (they had received private
orders,) dismissed the catholics, and returned
with the Bogomilans to prison. There the priests
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went ‘'to plague them into orthodoxy, some re-
canted, others died in prison.

The barbarous dissewbler, who had betrayed
Basil, affected great esteem for him, sent for him
to the palace to try to convince him, and used
every method he could to make him recant his
doctrine, that he might save his life. Basil was
immoveable, and the venerable old man, was
committed to the flames, in a public place, in the
presence of an innumerable concourse of spec-
tators!

Thus perished, by means of a perfidious royal
murderer,a venerable man, at the age of eighty-two
years. [Ile was born in the year 1034, had spent
fifteen years in study, and having fine popular ta-
lents, he had preached and given public instruc-
tion for fifty-two years.  He and his colleagues,
whom the populace called his apostles, had widely
extended their doctrine and influence, and Basil
had the happiness at a time of life when other
teachers are generally neglected, to see himself
on a pinnacle of popularity and pleasure from
which he might survey a wide surrounding scene
flourishing under his hand. This had not made
him giddy or imperious, he never altered his ha-
bits or his manners, and modesty, frugality, and
simplicity adorned -this fine old man.*

This effort to suppress heresy was the last ex-

* Robinson’s Ecclesiastical Researches, p. 82.
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ploit of Alexius. The gout, with which he had
long been afilicted, seized ou his vitals, and has-
tened him to the grave ; he died in the seventieth
year of his age. This wicked old man went
down to the tomb stained with the blood of the
innocent. There we leave him.—In the day when
God shall judge the world, every man will re-
ceive a just and equal sentence from him who
seeth not as man seeth.

About the year 1160, a sect known by the
name of Poplicani, spread from the south of
France to England, and were also pretty nume-
rous in Germany, Spain, and Italy. They were
called heretics, which was a sufficient reason why
they should be persecuted. Wherever they were
discovered, they were ordered to be imprisoned,
their goods confiscated, and their meetings, as
far as possible, prevented. At Vezelai, seven of
them expiated their supposed crimes in the flames
which holy mother church lighted up for the be-
nefit of the orthodox.

In 1176, the archbishop of Narbonue, and many
other bishops of the province, called an assem-
bly for the purpose of judging some heretics
called Goodmen. These holy bishops, who sup-
posed they were authorized by heaven to exercise
dominion over the consciences of others, con-
- demned these goodmen as heretics, and treated them
as if they had been wicked and evil doers. Their

N
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only crimes appear to have been an adherence to
the literal meaning of seripture, an objection to
oaths, and making reflections on the scandalous
lives of the clergy.

At this time a sect, deemed her. etlcal appeared
in Lombardy called Cathari, and afterwards were
known by the name of Albigenses. These appear
to be the same people known in history by the
name of Waldenses. As the inquisition was es-
tablished for the purpose of hunting down these
men, we shall defer the particulars; of their his-
tory, till we have given a brief account of that
infamous tribunal, which has been dignified by
the name of the Holy Office.



171

CHAPTER 1II.
The Rise and Progress of the Inquisition.

DurinG several centuries, the pious work of per-
secution was committed to the spiritnal guides
of the church—these, who assumed the name
of pastors and bishops, instead of feeding and
taking care of the flock of Christ, had been se-
dulously employing themselves in stirring up and
aiding the civil power to carry their murderous
designs’ against reputed heretics into exccution;
but notwithstanding all their exertions, heretics
still existed, increased and extended themselves.
The pope arrived at the plenitude of his power,
and the civil governments of the nations bowed
beneath his authority : it was deemed desirable
that some more cffectual method should be
adopted to extirpate heresy. About the year
1200, says Limborch,* thg pope founded the or-
ders of the Dominicans and Franciscans, that
they might preach against heretics. Dominicand
his followers were sent into the country of Thou-
louse, where they preached with great vehemence
against the heretics in that quarter, Father

& # Hist. Inquisition, vel. i. p. 60.
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Francis and his disciples manifested the same
zeal against those of Italy. They were both com-
manded by the pope to excite the catholic prin-
ces and people to extirpate heretics, and in all
places to inquire out their number and quality ;
and also respecting the zeal of the catholic
bishops in the pious work of extermination, and
to transmit a faithful account to Rome; hence
they obtained the name of inquisitors.

Dominic being sent into the country of Thou-
louse was confirmed in his office by the papal au-
thority. Preaching one day in the church of St.
Prullian, he declared openly in his sermon in the
midst of a crowded audience, that ¢ he was
raised to a new office by the pope,” adding, * that
he was resolved to defend with his utmost vigor,
the doctrines of the faith ; and that if the spiritu-
al and ecclesiastical arms were not sufficient for
that end, it was his fixed purpose to call in the
secular arm, to excite and compel the catholic
princes to take up arms against heretics, that the
very memory of them might be entirely destroy-
ed.” This pious firebrand* had the honor given

* Dominic descended from an illustrious Spanish family, of
the name of Gusman ; was the son of Felix and Joanna, and
born in the village of Calaroga. His mother during her preg-
nancy, is said to have dreamed she was with child of a whelp,
carrying in his mouth a lighted torch, and that after its birth
it put the world in an uproar by its fierce harkings, and at
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him by historians of being the first to suggest the
establishment of the court of inquisition.—He
was a man of violence and blood.

At the commencement, the inquisitors bad no
tribunal, they only enquired after heretics; after
they had detected them, they forwarded their
information to the bishops, with whom the sole
power of judging rested.

The pope, desirous of expelling the Albigenses
from the country of Thoulouse, was continually
pressing Raymond, earl of Thoulouse to banish
them from his dominions; and when he could
not prevail on him to drive out so great a number
of men, or to persecute them, he ordered him to
be excommunicated as a favorer of heretics. He
also sent his legate to many of the prelates, com-
manding themtomake inquisition against the Al-
bigenses in France, and to destroy them. He wrote
to Philip, king of France, that he should take
up arms against those heretics, and use his utmost
power to suppress them; that by endeavoring
to prevent the progress of their heresy, he might
not be under the suspicion of being tainted with
it himself.

length set it on fire by the torch which it carried in his mouth.
His followers have interpreted this dream, of his doctrine, by
which he enlightened the world; while others, if dreams pre-
sage any thing, think that the torch was an emblem of that
fire and faggot by which an infinite multitude of persons were
burnt to ashes,—Limborck’s Hist. Ing. vol. i. ¢. 10.
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Dominic sent many persons, wearing crosses, to
destroy the Albigenses, and caused the friars
of his order to promise plenary indulgences to
all who would engage in the pious work of mur-
dering them. These cross-bearers filled all pla-
ces with slaughter and blood, and burnt many
of those whom they had taken prisoners. 1In the
year 1209, Biterre was taken by them, aund all
the inhabitants without regard to age, sex, or con-
dition, were cruelly put to the sword, and the
city itself destroyed by the flames : and though
there were several catholics in the city, all were
condemned to the same.common fate, lest any of
the heretics should escape ;—Arnold, abbot of
Cisteanx, cried out, “ slay them all, for the
Lord knows who are his.” Carcasone was also
destroyed ; Alby and La Vaur taken by force,
and great many persons burnt to death. They
hanged the governor of the city, who was of a
noble family ; beheaded eighty persons of inferi-
or degree, and did not spare even the women.
They seized on Pulchra Vales, a large city near
Thoulouse, and burnt in it 400 Albigenses. They
took Avignon-by treachery, and in despite of
their oaths plundered the city, and killed great
numbers of the inhabitants: and at last forced
the LEarl of Thoulouse to surrender that city also;
~—despoiled him of his dominions, and would
not absolve him from his éxcommunication, but
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on the condition that he should walk in penance
to the high altar in his shirt and breeches, and
barefooted. Upon this destruction of the Albi-
genses, the inquisition proceeded with vigor, and
was ‘established by several councils at Thoulouse
and Narbonne.

In 1232 the inquisition was introduced into
Arragon, and pope Gregory gave a commission
to the Archbishop of Tarracone and his suffra-
gans to proceed against all persons infected with
heretical pravity ; and the inquisition was in-con-
sequence carried on there with the greatest vi-
gor.

In 1251 pope Innocent IV. created inquisitors C
in Italy, and the office was committed to the
friars minors, and predicants. The friars minors
were appointed in the city of Rome, Tuscany,
the duchy of Spoletto, Campanio, Maritanio,
and Romania. To the predicants he assigned
Lombardy, Romaniola, the Marquisate of Tar-
vesano, and Genoa: and in process of time tri-
bunals of the inquisition were erected in Austria,
Hungary, Bohemia, Poland, Dalmatia, Bosnia,
Ragusia, and in all places where the power of
the pope could extend itself.—Those whom the
judges condemned were treated in the most cruel
manner. :

By the marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella, the
several kingdoms of Spain became wnited. In
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the year 1478, theinquisition was introduced into
that country with greater pomp and power than
it had before appeared in any other country. The
jews were the first who felt its fury ; within a few
years two thousand of them, of both sexes, were
burnt ; others professing repentance, were con-
demned to perpetual imprisonment, and to wear
crosses. The bones of others who were dead,
were taken out of their graves, and burnt to
ashes, their effects confiscated, and their children
deprived of their honors and their offices. The
terrified jews fled, some into Portugal, others
into Italy and France, leaving their property be-
hind them, which was seized for the king’s use.
In 1491, to eff-ctually purge their king-
doms from the jewish religion, Ferdinand and
Isabella, by a law, ordered the jews to depart
all their dominions within four years ; forbidding
them ever to return to Spain under the punish-
ment of immediate death. Most writers affirm
that there were 170,000 families who departed,
while others state the number of persons at
800,000.* Such are the effects of bigotry and

‘“ The dispersion of the Spanish jews, is reckoned by all of
that nation and religion, to have been both as to hardship
and as to their numbers, nothing inferior to that which fol-
lowed upon the destruction of the city of Jerusalem ; above
800,000 men, women, and children having been driven out of
Spain at this time,” Dr. Geddes' Misc. Tracts.
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intolerance backed by the civil power.—Such
the glorious triumphs of priestcraft and kingceraft
united !!

In 1499 Ferdinand and Isabella upon visiting
their new conquests, found tkat in the seven years
that the Granada Moors had been under their
government, few or none of them had been con-
verted to christianity : in consequence of this dis-
covery, they sent for the archbishop of Toledo,
who at that time was the famous Ximenes, to
whom they gave a solemn charge, that as he had
any regard for the honor of the christian religion,
the salvation of thousands of souls, and the se-
curity of Spain, to take some course or other to
convert the Moors to the christian faith. Xime-
nes at first attempted by flattery and great pre-
sents to bring over to the christian profession the
great men among the Mogrs ; but finding this did
not succeed to his wish, and that several of the
principal men went about among their friends
and relatives to dissuade them from embracing
christianity : the archbishop became enraged, and
commanded thein to be apprehended, and loaded
them with irons, threw them into dungeons, and
ordered them to be treated as malefactors. By
the excessive cruelty to which Zagri, a Moorish
chief, had been subjected in prison, he renounced
his religion, and was baptized ; his example was
followed by others, upon whom similar cruel-
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ties had been exercised, and who were converted
by similar arguments.

As the profession of christianity had been taken
up by these poor creatures from motives of fear,
and to avoid the persecutions of their christian
tormentors, and not from a conviction of its truth
and importance; it is not to be wondered that
many should relapse again into their former reli-
gious practices. The inquisition regarding these
forced baptisms as valid, exercised their cruelties
upon those who had relapsed. There were not
less than 100,000 living and dead, present and
absent, that were condemned for apostacy by the
inquisition at Seville in the space of forty years;
of which number 4,000 were burnt, and 30,000
were reconciled, the rest having made their es-
cape into Barbary.

By means of this desolation, occasioned by the
conduct of the inquisition, no less than 5,000
houses were left without inhabitants, within the
district of the inquisitionin Seville. The owners
of these houses complained to the king of the los-
ses they sustained. Most of the counsellors of
state were of opinion, that the inquisition ought
not to be suffered to make such dreadful havoe
of the people, telling the king plainly, that if a
slop was not pat to the fury of that court, it
would in a short time turn Spain into a com-
plete desert, The king appearing to pay no at-
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tention to these remonstrances, a large sum of
money, of which he was much in need at that
time, was offered him, if he would consent to
abolish the inquisition. The king seemed half
inclined to do that for money, which a sense of
justice could not prevail upon him to do; but su-
perstition, that principle which has such influ-
ence over the minds of its devotees, marred the
whole. Thomas de Turrecremata, a Dominican
friar, who was then the inquisitor general, as
soon as he heard of the affair, dreading the effect
the money might produce upon the feelings of the
king, repaired to the palace, obtained an imme-
diate audience of the king and queen, and pull-
ing from under his habit a crucifix, and holding
it forth to them, said, “ I am not a stranger to
the bargain that is going on here; our blessed
Savior Christ Jesus was sold by the wretched
Judas for thirty pieces of silver ;—if you reckon
that Judas did well in selling him to his enemies,
you may follow his example and sell him for a
great deal more; but that I may not gseem to have
any hand in such an abominable bargain, I do
here lay down my authority, and do you answer
to God for what will he the consequence of it.”
The king and queen were so struck and overawed
by this vehemence of the bishop, and by the su-
perstitious regard they paid to his supposed sa-
«<red character and authority ; thatno personafter-
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wards dare mention to them the desolations
which the inquisition occasioned.*

Charles V. of Spain, who with great difficulty
had brought the inquisition into the Netherlands
recommended it to his son Philip in his will—we
have the clause of it given by Casar Carena, from,
Lewis Paramus, in his treatise of the office of the
holy inquisition (Prelud. sect. 22.) in which the
the emperor thus speaks :

“ Out of regard to my duty to Almighty God,
and from my great affection to the most serene
prince Philip II. my dearest son, and from the
strong and earnest desire I have, that he may be
safe under the protection of virtue, rather than
the greatness of his riches, I charge him with the
greatest affection of soul, that he take especial
care of all things relating to the honor and glory
of God, as becomes the most catholic king, and
a prince zealous for the divine commands; and
that he be always ebedient to the command of
our holy mother the church.  And, among other
things, this I principally and most ardently recom-
mend to him, highly to honor, and constantly to
support, the office of the holy inquisition, as con-
stituted by God against heretical pravity, with
its ministers and officials ; because by this sin-
gle remedy the most grievous offences against

* See Dr. Geddes’ Tracts.
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God can be remedied. Also, I command him
that he would be careful to preserve toall churches
and ecclesiastical persons their immunities.,”—
And in the codicil to his will he thus enjoins his
son: ‘I ardently desire, and with the greatest
possible earnestness, beseech him, and command
him, by his regards to me his most affectionate
father, that in this matter, in which the welfare
of all Spain is concerned, he be most zealously
careful, to punish all infected with heresy with
the severity due to their crimes, and that to this
intent he confer the greatest honors on the office
of the holy inquisition, by the care of which the
catholic faith will be increased in his kingdom,
and the christian religion preserved.” * §

* See'Limborch’s Hist. Inquis. vol. i. p. 156:

+ Charles V. relinquished the government of an Empire to
become the inhabitant of a Monastery, where, if he put off
the character of a hero, he assumed that of a superstitious
bigot. Mr. Murray has brought forward Charles among the
examples by which heillustrates the power of religion on the
mind. ¢ In his retreat,” says this author, ‘ he enjoyed more
solid happiness, than all his grandeur had yielded him: as a
full proof of this he has left this short but comprehensive tes-
timony” T have tasted more satisfaction in my solitude,
in one day, thanin all the triumphs of my formerreign. The

sincere study, profession, and practice of the christian religion,
have in them such joys and sweetness, as are seldom found in
courts and grandeur,” It is a great pity that the study of the
christian religion had not influence enough on the mind of this
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Philip gave full proof of his zeal to execute
his father’s commands. ~ For as Farnianiis Strada
testifies of him, whén he was requested by many
to grant liberty of religion in the Low Countries,
he prostrated himself before a crucifix, and ut-
tered these words : “Ibeseech the divine majesty,

voyal professor, to have caused him to bequeath a better legacy
to his son, than the solemn injunction to foster and protect
such an infamous tribunal as the inquisition.

For the honor of christianity, however, it may be remarked,
Charles was rather the pupil of monks, thdn the disciple of
Jesus. ¢ He endeavored,” says Robertson, ¢ to conform in
his manner ofliving, to all the rigor of monastick austerity.
He desired no other society than that of monks, and was al-
most continnally employed with them in chanting the iymns
in the Missal. Asan expiation for his sins, he gave himself
the discipline in secret with such severity, that the whip of
cords which he employed as the instrument of his punish-
ment, was found after his decease tinged with his blood.* —
Nor was he satisfied with these acts of mortification, which,
however severe, were not unexampled. The timorous and
distrustful solicitude which always accq.mp'a'ilies superstition
still continued to disquiet him, and depreciating all that he
had done, prompted him to aim at something extraordinary,
at some new aud siugular act of piety that would display his
zeal, and merit the favor of heaven. The act on which he
fixed was as wild and uncommon, as any thatsuperstition ever

* This instrument, it is said, was held in great esteem by his son Phi-
lip, who a little before his death commanded it to be brought to him, and
as it was stained in the blood of his father Charles, he sent it to his son
Philip ITI. Some historians report that it was preserved with the great-
est care as a most precions relic, and is still to be found among the pious
monuments of the House of Austria, See Baker's History of the Inquisition,
page 354,



183

that I may always continue in this mind ; that }
may never suffer myself to be, or to be called the
Lord of those anywhere, who deny thee the
Lord.” 'Nor is this any wonder, for the priests
endeavored to persuade the kings of Spain, that
the inquisition was the only security for their
Kingdom. Leonardus Kellius, of the college of
jesuits at Cremona, declares in a letter to Casar
Carena, that the catholic kings and catholic reli-
gion have one common interest and cause. We

suggested to a weak and disordered fancy.- He resolved to
celebrate his own obsequies before his death. He ordered his
tomb to be erected in the chapel of the monastery. His do-
mestics marched thither in funeral procession, with black ta-
pers in their hands. He himself followed in his shroud. He
was laid in his coffin, with much solemnity. The service for
the dead was chanted, and Charles joined in the prayers which
were offered up for the rest of his soul, mingling his tears with
those which his attendants shed, as if they had been celebra-

-ting a real funeral. The ceremony closed with sprinkling
holy water on the coffin in the usual form, and all the assistants
retiring, the doors of the chapel were shut. Then Charles
rose out of the coffin and withdrew to his apartment, full of
these awful sentiments, which such a singular solemnity was
calculated to inspire. But either the fatiguing length of the
ceremony, or the impression which this image of deathleft on
his mind affected him so much, that next day he was seized
with a fever.  His feeble frame could not long resist its vio-
lence, and he expired on the twenty-first of September, after
a life of fifty-eight years, six months, and twenty-five days.”
Robertson’s Charles V. 4lo. 8rd vol. pp. 415, 416.
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cannot be surprised, that under such a baneful
influence, the kings of Spain should have been
violent promoters of the inquisition, and cruel
persecutors of those who were denominted here-
tics. *

Philip II. showed himself the devoted friend
to the inquisition, not only in the Netherlands,
but in Spain also. He gave some horrid speci-
mens of his love for persecution and cruelty, in
the year 1559, in two cities in Spain, when he
came thither from the Low Countries. “Immedi-
ately on his arrival,” as Thuanus relates, ¢ he
began to chastise the sectaries. And whereas,
before this, one or more, just as it happened, were
delivered to the executioner, after condemnation,

* The throne itself in Spain and Portugal was subjected to
the dominion of priests and the inquisition; of this a me-
morable instance occurred so late as the 18th century. The
king of Spain then reigning, was present at an auto da fe.
Being young, aud better nature not extinguished in him, he
betrayed symptoms of compassion for the sufferings of the un-
happy victims, whom the flames were slowly consuming. The
inquisitors were alarmed, the royal tear was deemed to have
vitiated the holy sacrifice, and as an atonement, the monarch
was sentenced to penance, and humiliation the most disgrace-
ful. His shoulders were bared, and he was whipped by the
grand inquisitor; after which, a vein in his arm was opened,
and the blood that issued was thrown into the fire with a so-
lemn anathema as accursed. *

* Essay on Learning and the Arts, by the Rev, Geo, Walker.
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for heresy ; all that were condemned throughout
the whole kingdomn were kept against his coming,
and carried together to Seville and Valladolid,
where they were brought forth in public pomp to
their punishment. The first act of faith was at
Seville, the 8th of the calends of October; in
which John Ponce de Leon, son of Rhoderic
Ponce, Comte de Baylen, was led before the others
as in triumph, and burnt for an obstinate hereti-
cal Lutheran. John Consalvus, a preacher, as
he had been his companion in life, was forced to
bear him company in his death ; after whom fol-
lowed Taabella Venia, Maria Viroes, Cornelia,
and Bohorches; ‘a spectacle full of pity and in-
dignation, which was encreased, because Bohor-
ches, the youngest of all of them, being scarce
twenty, suffered death with the greatest constancy-
Aund because the heretical assemblies had prayed
in the house of Venia, it was included in her
sentence, and ordered to be levelled with the
ground. After these, came forth Ferdinand San
Juan, and Julian Hernandez, commonly called the
little, from his small stature, and John of Leon,
who had been a shoemaker at Mexico in New
Spain, and was afterwards admitted into the col-
lege of St. Isidore; in which his companions
studied, as they boasted, the purer doctrine pri-
vately Their number was encreased by Frances
Chaves, a nun of the convent of St. Elisabeth,
N %
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who had been instructed by John Agidius, a
preacher at Seville, and suffered death with great
constancy. From the same school, came out
Christopber Losada, a physician, and Christopher
de Arellanio, a monk of St. Isidore, and Garsias
Arias; who first kindled those sparks of the same
religion amongst the friars of St. Isidore, by his
constant admonitions and sermons, by which the
great pile was afterwards set on fire, and the con-
vent itself, and good part of that most opulent
city almost consumed. He was a man of uncom-
mon learning, but of an' inconstant, wavering
temper; and, being exceedingly subtle in disputing,
he refuted the very doctrines he had persuaded
his followers to receive, though he brought them
into danger on that account from the inquisitors.
Having, by these arts, exposed many whom he
had deceived to evident hazard, and rendered
himself guilty of the detestable crime of breach
of faith ; he was admonished by John Agidius,
Constantine Ponce, and Varquius, that he had
not dealt sincerely with his friends, and those who
were in the same sentiments with himself; to
which he replied, that he foresaw, that in a little
time they would be forced to behold the bulls
brought forth for a lofty spectacle; meaning
thereby, the theatre of the inquisitors. Constan-
tine answered, You, if it please God, shall not
behold ‘the games from on high, but be yourself
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amongst the combatants. Nor was Constantine
deceived in his prediction : for afterwards, Arias
was called on; and whether age had made him
bolder, or whether, by a sudden alteration, his
timorousness changed into courage, he severely
rebuked the assessors of the inquisitory tribunal ;
affirming, they were more fit for the vile office of
mule keepers, than impudently to take upon them-
selves to judge concerning the faith,of which they
were scandalously ignorant. He farther de-
clared, that he bitterly repented that he had
knowingly and willingly opposed, in their pre-
sence, that truth he now inaintained, against the
pious defendersof it; and that from his soul he
should repent of it whilst ‘he lived. 'So at last,
being led intriumph, he was burnt alive, and .con-
firmed ‘Constantine’s prophecy. There remained
fEgidius and ‘Constantine, who closed the scene;
but death prevented their being alive at/the show.
#Egidius having been designed by the emperor,
Philip’s father, for bishop of Tortena, wpon the
fame of-his piety and learning, being summeoned,
publicly recanted’his errors, wrought.on eitherby
craft, or the persuasion of Sotus, a Dominican
and hereupon was suspended. for.-a: while from
preaching, and the sacred office, and died some
time before this act. The inquisitors thought he
had been too gently dealt with, and therefore
proceeded against his body, and condemued him
N2 ¥
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dead to death, and placed his cffigies in straw on
high, for a spectacle. Constantine, who had been
a long while the emperor’s confessor, and had al-
ways accompanied him in his retirement, after his
abdication from his ewpire and kingdoms, and
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