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CHAPTER XIIIL
THE FIRST CIVIL WAR.

Tre Edict of January was on its very face a compromise, and
as such rested on no firm foundation. Inconsistent with itself,
Inconsisten. it fully satisfied neither Huguenot nor Roman Catho-
e fran. lic. The latter objected to the toleration which the
uasy- edict extended ; the former demanded the unrestricted
freedom of worship which it denied. If the existence of two
diverse religions was compatible with the welfare of the state,
why ignominiously thrust the places of Protestant worship from
the cities into the suburbs? If the two were irreconcilable,
why suffer the Huguenots to assemble outside the walls ¢

Yet there was this difference between the attitude assumed
by the rival parties with reference to the edict: while the
Hogreno: Roman Catholic leaders made no secret of their
e o intention to insist upon its repeal,' the Huguenot
of theedict  Jogders were urgent in their advice to the churches
to conform strictly to its provisions, restraining the indis-

! The nuncio alone seems to have thought that the edict would work so
well, that ‘‘in six months, or a year at farthest, there would not be a single
Huguenot in France ! ” His ground of confidence was that many, if not most
of the reformed, were influenced, not by zeal for religion, but by cupidity.
Santa Croce to Card. Borromeo, Jan. 17, 1562, Aymon, i. 44; Cimber et
Danjou, vi. 30,
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creet zeal of their more impetuous members, and exhibiting
due gratitude to Heaven for the amelioration of their lot. To
the people it was, indeed, a bitter disappointment to be com-
pelled to give up the church edifices, and to resort for public
service to the outskirts of the town. Less keen was the regret
experienced by others not less sincerely interested in the prog-
ress of the purer doctrines, who, on account of their apprecia-
tion of the violence of the opposition to be encountered, had
not been so sanguine in their expectations. And so Beza and
other prominent men of the Protestant Church, after obtaining
from Chancellor L’Hospital some farther explanations on doubt-
ful points, addressed to their brethren in all parts of France a
letter full of wholesome advice. ¢“God,” said they, “has
deigned to employ new means of protecting His church in this
kingdom, by placing those who profess the Gospel under the
safeguard of the king, our natural prince, and of the magistrates
and governors established by him. This shonld move us so
much the more to praise the infinite goodness of our Heavenly
Father, who has at length answered the cry of His children, and
lovingly to obey the king, in order that he may be induced to
aid our just cause.” The provisional edict, they added, was not
all that might yet be hoped for. As respected the surrender of
the churches, those Huguenots who had seized them on their
own individual authority ought rather to acknowledge their
former indiscretion than deplore the necessity for restitution.
In fine, annoyance at the loss of a few privileges ought to be
forgotten in gratitude for the gain of many signal advantages.’
The letter produced a deep impression, and its salutary advice
was followed scrupulously, if not cheerfully, even in southern
France, where the Huguenots, in some places, outnumbered the
adherents of the Romish Church.

The papal party was less ready to acquiesce. The Edict of
January was, according to its representative writers, the most
pernicious law for the kingdom that could have been devised.
By forbidding the magistrates from interfering with the Protes-

! Hist. ecclés. des égl. réf., i. 428, 429. The letter is followed by an exam-
ination of the edict, article by article, as affecting the Protestants. Ib. i
429-431.
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tant conventicles held in the subarbs, by permitting the royal
officers to attend, by conferring upon the ministers full liberty
of officiating, a formal approval was, for the first time, given to
the new sect under the authority of the royal seal.' The pulpits
resounded with denunciations of the government. The King
godttions ser. Of INaVarre and the queen mother were assailed under
mons. scriptural names, as favoring the false prophets of
Baal. Scarcely a sermon was preached in which they did not
figure as Ahab and Jezebel.® A single specimen of the spirited
discourses in vogne will suffice. A Franciscan monk—one Bar-
rier—the same from whose last Easter sermon an extract has
already been given'—after reading the royal ordinance in his
church of Sainte-Croix, in Provins, remarked: “ Well now,
gentlemen of Provins, what must I, and the other preachers of
France,do? Must we obey this order? What shall we tell you ?
‘What shall we preach? ¢ The Gospel,” Sir Huguenot will say.

! Abbé Bruslart, Mém. de Condé. i. 70. Barbaro spoke the universal senti-
ment of the bigoted wing of the papal party when he described *‘ the decree”
as *‘full of concealed poison,” as *‘ the most powerful means of advancing
the new religion,” as ‘‘an ediot so pestiferous and so poisonous, that it
brought all the calamities that have since occurred.’” Tommaseo, Rel. des
Amb. Vén,, ii. 72.

* Claude Haton, 211, ‘‘Et longtemps depuis ne faisoient sermon qu'ils
Acab et Hiésabel ot leurs persécutions ne fussent mis par eux en avant,” eto.
In fact, Catharine seemed fated to havo her name linked to that of the infa-
mous Queen of Israel. A Protestant poem, evidently of a date posterior to
the massacre of Saint Bartholomew, is still extant in the National Library of
Paris, in which the comparison of the two is drawn out at full length. The
one was the ruin of Israel, the other of France. The one maintained idola-
try, the other papacy. The one alew God’s holy prophets, the other has slain
a hundred thousand followers of the Gospel. Both have killed, in order to
obtain the goods of their victims. But the unkindest verses are the last—
even the very dogs will refuse to touch Catharine’s ** carrion.”

¢¢ En fin le jugement fut tel
Que les chiens mengent Jhésabel
Par une vangeance divine ;
Mais 1a charongne de Catherine
Sera différente en ce point,
Car les chiens ne la vouldront point.”

Appendix to Mé¢m. de Claude Hatbon, ii. 1,110.
3 Ante, i. 477.



6 THE RISE OF THE HUGUENOTS OF FRANCE. Cu. XIIL

And pray, stating that the errors of Calvin, of Martin Luther,
of Beza, Malot, Peter Martyr, and other preachers, with their
erroneous doctrine, condemned by the Church a thousand years
ago, and since then by the holy cecumenical councils, are worth-
less and damnable—is not this preaching the Gospel ? DBidding
you beware of their teaching, bidding you refuse to listen to,
them, or read their books; telling you that they only seek to
stir up sedition, murder, and robbery, as they have begun to do
in Paris and numberless places in the realin—is not this preach-
ing ‘the Gospel?’ DBut some one may say: ¢Pray, friar, what
are you saying? You are not obeying the king’s edict; youn
are still talking of Calvin and his companions; you call themn
and those who hold their sentimments Aeretics and IHuguenots ;
you will be denounced to the courts of justice, you will be
thrown into prison—yes, you will be huung as a seditious person.’
I answer, that is not unlikely, for Ahab and Jezebel put to
death the prophets of God in their time, and gave all freedom
to the false prophets of Baal. ¢ Stop, friar, you are saying too
much, you will be hung.” Very well, then there will be a gray
friar hung! Many others will therefore have to be hung, for
God, by His Holy Spirit, will inspire the pillars of IIis church
to uphold the edifice, which will never be overthrown until the
end of the world, whatever blows may be struck at it.”

The parliaments exhibited scarcely less opposition to the edict
than did the pulpits of the Roman Catholic churches. One—
Opposition of the Parliament of Dijon—never registered it at all ;*
theparlia-  while that of Parisinstituted along and decided resist-
menta.

ance. ““ Non possumus, nec debemus,” “non possumus,
nec debemus pro conscientia,” were the words in which it replied
when repeatedly pressed to give formal sanction. The coun-
sellors were equally displeased with the contents of the edict,
and with the irregularity committed in sending it first to the
provincial parliaments. Even when the king, yielding to their
importunity, by a supplementary “declaration,” interpreted the
provision of the edict relative to the attendance of royal officers

! Mém, de Claude Haton, 211, 212.
? Hist. ecelés, des égl. réf., i 431.
3 Abbé Bruslart, Mém. de Condé, i. 70, 71.
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upon the reformed services, as applicable only to the bailiffs,
seneschals, and other minor magistrates, and strictly prohibited
the attendance of the members of parliament and other high
judicatories,' the counsellors, instead of proceeding to the regis-
try of the obnoxious law, returned a recommendation that the
intolerant Edict of July be enforced!® It was mot possible
-until March to obtain a tardy assent to the reception of the
January Edict into the legislation of the country, and then only
a few of the judges vouchsafed to take part in the act.® The
delay served to inflame yet more the passions of the people.
Scarcely had the edict which was to adjust the relations of
the two religious parties been promulgated, when a new attempt
was made to reconcile the antagonistic beliefs by the old, but
New oonter. €ver unsuccessful method of a conference between
ence. theologians. On the twenty-eighth of January a se-
lect company assembled in the large council-chamber of the
royal palace of St. Germain, and commenced the discussion of
the first topic submitted for their deliberation—the question of
pictures or images and their worship. Catharine herself was
present, with Antoine of Navarre and Jeanne d’Albret, Michel
de I'Hospital, and other members of the council. On the papal
side appeared the Cardinals of Bourbon, Tournon, and Fer-
rara, and a number of less elevated dignitaries. Beza and
Marlorat were most prominent on the side of the reformed.
The discussion was long and earnest, but it ended leaving all
the disputants holding the same views that they had entertained
at the outset. Beza condemned as idolatrous the practice of
admitting statues or paintings into Christian churches, and
urged their entire removal. The Inquisitor De Mouchy, Fra
Giustiniano of Corfu, Maillard, dean of the Sorbonne, and others,
attempted to refute his positions in a style of argument which

! Declaration of Feb. 14, 156}, Du Mont, Corps diplomatique, v. 91, 92,

? And, indeed, with modifications which were to render it still more severe.
Letter of Beza to Calvin, Feb. 26, 1562, Baum, ii., App., 167.

2 The registry took place on Friday, March 6th. Isambert, xiv. 124; La
Fosse, 43, who says *‘ Ledict édict fut publié en la salle du palais en ung ven-
dredy, 5° [6°] de ce moys, /d ol ¢l y eut bien peu de consciliers et o président
Baillet gus signérent.”
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exhibited the extremes of profound learning and silly conceit.
Bishop Montluc of Valence,' and four doctors of theology—
Salignac, Bouteiller, D’Espense, and Picherel—not only admit-
ted the flagrant abuses of image-worship, but drew up a paper
in which they did not disguise their sentiments. They recom-
mended the removal of representations of the Holy Trinity,
and of pictures immodest in character, or of saints not recog-
nized by the Church. They reprobated the custom of decking
out the portraits of the saints with crowns and dresses, the cele-
bration of processions in their honor, and the offering of gifts
and vows. And they yielded so far to the demands of the
Protestants as to desire that only the simple cross should be
permitted to remain over the altar, while the pictures should be
placed high upon the walls, where they could neither be kissed
nor receive other objectionable marks of adoration. It was a
futile task to reconcile views so discordant even among the Ro-
man Catholic partisans. Two weeks were spent in profitless
discussion, and, on the eleventh of February, the new colloquy
was permitted to dissolve without having entered upon any of
the more difficult questions that still remained upon the pro-
gramme marked out for it." The cardinals had prevailed upon
Catharine de’ Medici to refer the settlement to the Council of
Trent. The joy of De Mouchy, the inquisitor, and of his
companions, knew no bounds when Chancellor L’Hospital de-
clared the queen’s pleasure, and requested the members to retire
to their homes, and reduce their opinions to writing for fature
use. They were ready to throw themselves on Beza’s neck in

! The same prelate to whom Oardinal Lorraine doubtless referred in no com-
plimentn.ry terms, when, at the assembly of the clergy at Poissy, he said,
¢ qu'il estoit contrainct de dire, Duodecim sumus, sed unus ex nobis Diabolus
est, et passant plus outre, qu'il y avoit ung evesque de la compagnie . .
qui avoit revelé ce qui se faisoit en laditte assemblée,” eto. Journal de Bms-
lart, Mém. de Condsé, i. 50.

? See the document in Schlosser, Leben des Theodor de Beze, App., 859~
861 ; Hist. eoclés. des égl. rét., i. 436, 437,

2 Hist. ecclés. des égl. réf.,i. 436-450 ; Baum, ii. 512-545. In connection
with Prof. Baum’s long and thorough account of the colloguy, Beza's corre-
spondence, printed in the appendix, is unusunally interesting.

4 *¢ Cardinalium intercessione ac precibus mox soluta sunt omnia.” Beza to
Bullinger, March 2, 1562. Baum, ii., App., 169,
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their delight at being relieved of the necessity of debating with
him!®
Bat, in truth, the time for the calm discussion of theological
differences, the time for friendly salutation between the cham-
pions of the rival systems of faith, was rapidly drawing to a
close. If some rays of sunshine still glanced athwart the land-
scape, conveying to the unpractised eye the impression of quiet
serenity, there were also black and portentous clouds already
rising far above the horizon. Those who could read the signs
of the times had long watched their gathering, and they trem-
bled before the coming of the storm. Although they were mer-
cifully spared the full knowledge of the overwhelming ruin that
would follow in the wake of that fearful war of the elements,
they saw the angry commotion of the sky, and realized that the
air was surcharged with material for the most destructive bolts
of heaven. And yet it is the opinion of a contemporary, whose
views are always worthy of careful consideration, that, had it
not been for the final defection of the King of Navarre at this
critical juncture, the great woes impending over France might
still have been delayed or averted.” That unhappy prince
o feemed determined to earn the title of the “Julian
Antoinesnd  Apostate” of the French Reformation. Plied by the
arts of his own servants, D’Escars (of whom Mézeray
pithily remarks that he was ready to sell himself for money to
anybody, save his master) and the Bishop of Auxerre; flattered
by the Triumvirate, tempted by the Spanish Ambassador, Car-
dinal Tournon, and the papal legate, he had long been playing
a hypocritical part. He had been unwilling to break with the
Huguenots before securing the golden fruit with which he was
lured on, and so he was at the same time the-agent and the

1 ¢ Nihil hoc consilio gratius accidere potuit nostris adversarils quibus iste
ludus minime placebat, adeo ut spss Demockares . . . . pens sui oblitus
n meos amplezus rueret, et ejus sodales honorifice me salutarent ! Beza to
Calvin, Feb. 28, 1562, ibid., 165. The Venetian Barbaro represents this second
conference as an extremely efficient means of spreading heresy: *‘La qual
[in S8an Germano] apportd un grandissimo scandalo e pregiudizio alla religion
noetra, e diede alla loro, reputazione e fomento maggiore.”” Rel. des Amh,
Véu., ii. 74.

* Hist. eoclés. des égl. réf., i. 482,



10 THE RISE OF THE HUGUENOTS OF FRANCE. Cum. XIIL

object of treachery. Even after he had sent in his submission
to the Pope by the hands of D’Escars, he pretended, when
remonstrated with by his Protestant friends, that ‘“he would
take care not to go so far that he could not easily extricate
himself.”' He did not even show displeasure when faithfully
rebuked and warned.” Yet hie had after long hesitation com-
pletely cast in his lot with the papal party. He was convinced
at last that Philip was in earnest in his intention to give him
the island of Sardinia, which was depicted to him as a terres-
trial paradise, “ worth four Navarres.”* It was widely believed
that he had received from the Ioly See the promise of a divorce
from his heretical consort, which, while permitting him to retain
the possessions which she had justly forfeited by her spiritual
rebellion, would enable him to marry the youthful Mary of
Scots, and add a substantial crown to his titular claims. But
we would fain believe that even Antoine of Bourbon had not
sunk to such a depth of infamy. Certain it is, however, that
he now openly avowed his new devotion to the Romish Church,
and that the authority of his name became a bulwark of strength
to the refractory parliament in its endeavor to prevent the exe-
cation of the edict of toleration.® DBut he was unsuccessful in
Constancy of dragging with him the wife whomn he had been the

instrument of inducing first to declare herself for the
persecuted faith of the reformers. And when Catharine de’
Medici, who cared nothing for religion, tried to persuade her to
arrange matters with her husband, “ Sooner,” she said, “than
ever go to mass, had I my kingdom and my son in my hand, I
would cast them both into the depth of the sea, that they might

1 ¢Qu'il ne o'y mettroit si avant qu'’il ne s'en pust aisément tiver.” Hist.
eccléa. des égl. véf., ubi supra.

? See the frank letter of Calvin, written to him about this time,.in Bonnet,
Lettrea frang., ii. 441; Calvin's Letters, Amer. ed., iv. 247,

3 ¢ That pestilent yle of Sardigna !’ exclaimed 8ir Thomas Smith, a clever
diplomatist and a nervous writer, ‘ that the pore crowne of it shonld enter
8o farre into the pore Navarrian hed (which, I durst warraunt, shall never
ware it), [as to] make him destroy his owen countrey, and to forsake the trutk.
knowen ! Forbes, State Papers, ii. 164.

4 Hist. ecolés. des égl. réf., ubi supra; De Thon, iii. (liv. xxviii.), 96-99.

% Letter of Beza to Calvin, Feb. 1, 1562, Baum, ii., App., 168,
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not be a hinderance to me.”' DBrave mother of Henry the
Fourth! Well would it have been, both for her son and for
France, if that son had inherited more of Jeanne d’Albret’s
devotion to truth, and less of his father’s lewdness and incon-
stancy !

As early as in February, Beza was of the opinion that the
King of Navarre would not suffer him to remain longer in the
realn to which he himself had invited him so earnestly only
six months before. At all events, he would be publicly dis-
missed by the first of May, and with him many others. With
this disquieting intelligence came also rumors of an alliance
between the enemies of the Gospel and the Spaniard, which
could not be treated with contempt as baseless fabrications.*
But meanwhile the truth was making daily progress. At a
mmense  Single gathering for prayer and preaching, but a few
fogwns.  days before, twenty-five thousand persons, it was
preachi®g-  computed, had been in attendance, representing all
ranks of the population, among whom were many of the no-
bility." In the city of Troyes, a few weeks later, eight or nine
thousand persons assembled from the neighboring country to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and the number of communicants
was 80 great that they could not all partake on a single day; so
the services were repeated on the morrow.' Elsewhere there

! Hist. ecclés. des égl réf., i 488.

* Letter to Calvin, Feb. 20, 1562, apud Baum, ii., App., 167, 168,

3 Ibid., ubi supra.

¢ Recordon, Le protestantisme en Champagne (Paris, 1863), from MS8S, of
Nicholas Pithou, p. 105. This learned jurist, the equal of his more celebrated
brothers in ability, and their saperior in moral courage, has left his testi-
mony respecting the beneficent influence of the reformed doctrines upon his
fellow-citizena : *“ A la verité la ville de Troyes en général fit une perte in-
croyable en la rupture de oette Eglise. Oar c'était une grande beauté et
choss plus que émerveillable de la voir si bien fleurie. Il se voyoit en la jeu-
nesse, touchée par la prédication de la parole de Dieu, qui auparavant était
si dépravée que rien plus, un changement si subit et si étrange que les catho-
liques mémes en étoient tout étonnés. Car, tels qui an précédent se lais-
saient aller du tout & leurs voluptez et s'étaient plongez en gourmandises,
yvrogneries et jeux défendus, tellement qu’ils y passaient la plus grande et
meilleare partie du temps, et faisaient un fort mauvais ménage, depuis qu'ils
étaient entrés dans I'Eglise quittaient du tout leur vie passée et la détestaient,
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was equal zeal and growth. Indeed, so rapid was the advance
of Protestantism, so pressing the call for ministers, that the
large and flourishing church of Orleans, in a letter written the
last day of February, proclaimed their expectation of establish-
ing a theological school to supply their own wants and those of
the adjacent regions; and it is no insignificant mark of the
power with which the reformatory movement still coursed on,
Thoonony 118t the canons of the great church of Sainte Croix
of Bainte had given notice of their intention to attend the lec-

tures that were to be delivered!' In such an encour-
aging strain did “the ministers, deacons, and elders” of the
most Protestant city of northern France write on the day before
that deplorable massacre of Vassy, which was to be the signal
for an appeal from argument to arms, upon which the newly
enkindled spirit of religious inquiry was to be quenched in par-
tisan hatred and social confusion. Within less than two months
the tread of an armed host was to be heard in the city which it
had been hoped would be thronged by the pious students of the
gospel of peace, and frenzied soldiers wounld be hurling upon the
floors of Sainte Croix the statues of the saints that had long
occupied their elevated niches.

‘We must now turn to the events preceding the inauspicious
occurrence the fruits of which proved so disastrous to the

French church and state.

Having at length made sure of the co-operation of the King
of Navarre in the contest upon which they had now resolved
with the view of preventing the execution of the Edict of Janu-
ary, the Guises desired to strengthen themselves in the direction
of Germany, and securs, if not the assistance, at least the neu-
trality of the Protestant princes. Could the Protestants on the
other side of the Rhine be made indifferent spectators of the

se rangeant et se soumettant alldgrement & la discipline eoclésiastique, oe qui
était si agréable aux parents de tels personnages, que, quoiqu'ils fuseent
catholiques, ils en lounaient Dieu.” Ibid., pp. 107, 108.

! ¢ Nous avons espérance que non seulement la jeunesse d’icy se fagonnera
par la main d’un si excellent ouvrier qui nous est venu ; mais que les cha-
noines mesmes de Sainte-Croix le viendront ouyr en ses legons, ce qu'ils ont
desja déclaré. De quoy sortiront des fraicts surmontant toute expectation.”
Gaberel, Hist. de 'égl. de Gendve, i., Pidoes justificatives, 168,
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struggle, persnaded that their own creed resembled the faith of
the Roman Catholics much more than the creed of the Hu-
guenots ; could they be convinced that the Huguenots were
uneasy and rebellious radicals, whom it were better to crush
than to assist ; could, consequently, the * reiters” and “lans-
quenets ” be kept at home—it would, thought the Guises, be
easy, with the help of the German Catholics, perhaps of Spain
also, to render complete the papal supremacy in France, and
to crush Condé and the Chatillons to the earth. Accordingly,
the Guises extended to Duke Christopher of Wirtemberg
an invitation to meet them in the little town of Saverne (or
Zabern, as it was called by the Germans), in Alsace, not far
from Strasbourg.'! The duke came as he was requested, ac-
companied by his theologians, Brentius and Andred; and the
interview, beginning on the fifteenth of February,’ lasted four
Tho Gainca days. Four of the Guises were present; but the
meecthe  conversations were chiefly with Francis, the Duke of
temberg at Guise, and Charles, the Cardinal of Lorraine; the

" Cardinal of Guise and the Grand Prior of the nghts
of St. John taking little or no active part. Christopher and
Francis had been comrades in arms a score of years back, for
the former had served several years, and with no little distinc-
tion, in the French wars. This circunstance afforded an oppor-

1 The archives of Stuttgart contain the instructive correspondence which
the Duke of Guise had, ever since the previous summer, maintained with the
Duke of Wiirtemberg. From the letters published in the Bulletin of the
French Protestant Historical Society (February and March, 1875), we see that
Francois endeavored to alienate Christopher from the Huguenots by repre-
senting the latter as bitter enemies of the Augsburg Confession, and as speak-
ing of it with undisguised contempt. (Letter of July 2, 1561, Bull., xxiv.
72.) Christopher made no reply to these statements, but urged his corre-
spondent to a candid examination of religious truth, irrespective of age or
prescription, reminding him (letter of Nov. 22, 1561) that our Lord Jesus
Christ ‘“ did not say ‘I am the ancient custom, but ‘I am the Truth.’” .
(Ibid., xxiv. 114.) And he added, sensibly enough, that, had the pagan
ancestors of both the French and the Germans followel the rule of blind
obedience to custom, they would certainly never have become Christians.

* Guise’s original invitation was for Saturday, January 31st, but Christopher
pleaded engagements, and named, instead, Sunday, Feb. 15th. (Ibid., xxiv.
116, 117.)
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tunity for the display of extraordinary friendship. And what
did the brothers state, in this important consultation, respect-
ing their own sentiments, the opinions of the Huguenots, and
the condition of France? Happily, a minute account, in the
form of a manuscript memorandum taken down at the time by
Duke Christopher, is still extant in the archives of Stuttgart.'
Little known, but authentic beyond the possibility of cavil,
this document deserves more attention than it has received
from historians; for it places in the clearest light the shame-
less mendacity of the Guises, and shows that the duke had
nearly as good a claim as the cardinal, his brother, to the
reputation which the Venetian ambassador tells us that Charles
had earned “of rarely telling the truth.”

Duke Christopher made the acquaintance of Charles of Lor-
raine as a preacher on the morning after his arrival, when he
heard him, in a sermon on the temptation in the wilderness,
demonstrate that no other mediators or intercessors must be
sought for but Jesus Christ, who is our only Saviour and the
only propitiation for our sins. That day Christopher had a
long conversation with Guise respecting the unhappy condi-
tion of France, which the latter ascribed in great part to the
Huguenot ministers, whose unconciliatory conduct, he said, had
rendered abortive the Colloquy of Poissy. Wiirtemberg cor-
rected him by replying that the very accounts of the colloquy
which Guise had sent him showed that the unsuccessful issue
was owing to the prelates, who had evidently come determined
to prevent any accommodation. e urged that the misfortunes
that had befallen France were much rather to be ascribed to
the cruel persecutions that had been inflicted on so many guilt-
less victims. “I cannot refrain from telling you,” he added,
“that you and your brother are strongly suspected in Germany
of having contributed to cause the death, since the decease of
Henry the Second—and even before, in his lifetime—of several
thousands of persons who have been miserably executed on
account of their faith. As a friend, and as a Christian, I must

! The relation was first noticed and printed by Sattler, in his Geachichte von
Wiirtemberg unter den Herzogen. I have used the French translation by M.
A. Muntz, in the Bulletin, iv. (1856) 184-196.
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warn you. Beware, beware of innocent blood! Otherwise the
punishment of God will fall upon you in this life and in the
next.” ¢“He answered me,” writes Wiirtemberg, “with great
sighs: ‘I know that my brother and I are accused of that, and
Lyingassr- Of many other things also. But we are wronged,' as
e we shall both of us explain to you before we leave.’”
The cardinal entered more fully than his brother into the doc-
trinal conference, talking now with Wiirtemberg, now with his
theologian Brentius, and trying to persuade both that he was in
perfect accord with them. While pressing his German friends to
declare the Zwinglians and the Calvinists heretics—which they
carefully avoided doing—and urging them to state the punish-
ment that ought to be inflicted on heretics, there seemed to be
no limit to the concessions which Lorraine was willing to make.
He adored and invoked only Christ in heaven. He merely vener-
ated the wafer. He acknowledged that his party went too far in
calling the mass a sacrifice, and celebrating it for the living and
thedead. The mass was not a sacrifice, but a commemoration of
the sacrifice offered on the altar of the cross (*“non sacrificium,
sed memoria sacrificii preestiti in ara crucis”). He believed
that the council assembled at Trent would do no good. When
the Romish hierarchy, with the Pope at its head, as the pre-
tended vicar of God on earth, was objected to, he replied that
that-matter could easily be adjusted. As for himself, “in the
absence of a red gown, he would willingly wear a black one.”
He was asked whether, if Beza and his colleagues could be
brought to consent to sign the Augsburg confession, he also
would sign it. “You have heard it,” he replied, “I take God
to witness that I believe as I have said, and that by God’s
grace I shall live and die in these sentiments. I repeat it:
I have read the Confession of Augsburg, I have also read
Luther, Melanchthon, Brentius, and others; I entirely ap-

! In a letter of Wiirtemberg to Guise, written subsequently to the massacre
of Vassy, he reminds him of the advice he had given him, and of Guise’s
assurances : ‘‘ Vous eavez aussi avec quelle asseurance vous m’avez respondu
que Pon vous faisost grand tort de ce que I'on vous vouloit imposer estre cause
et autheur de la mort de tant de povres chrestiens qui ont espandu leur sang
par ci-devant,” etc. Mémoires de Guise, 494,
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prove their doctrines, and I might speedily agree with them
in all that concerns the ecclesiastical hierarchy. Bu¢ I am com-
pelled stll to dissemble for a time, that I may gain some that
are yet weak in the faith.” A little later he adverted to Wur-
temberg’s remarks to Guise. “ You informed my brother,” he
said, “that in Germany we are both of us suspected of having
contributed to the execution of a large number of innocent
Christians during the reigns of Henry and of Francis the Sec-
ond. Well! I swear to you, in the name of God my Creator,
and pledging the salvation of my soul, tka¢ 1 am guilty of the
death of no man condemmed for religion’s sake. Those who were
then privy to the deliberations of state can testify in my favor.
On the contrary, whenever crimes of a religious character were
under discussion, I used to say to King Henry or to King
Francis the Second, that they did not belong to my depart-
ment, that they had to do with the secular power, and I went
away.”' He even added that, although Du Bourg was in
orders, he had begged the king to spare him as a learned man.
“In like manner,” says Wiirtemberg, *the Duke of Guise with
great oaths affirmed that he was innocent of the death of those
who had been condemned on account of their faith. ¢The
attempt,” he added, ¢has frequently been made to kill us, both
the cardinal and myself, with fire-arms, sword, and poison, and,
although the culprits have been arrested, I never meddled.with
their punishment.”” And when the Duke of Wiirtemberg again
“conjured them not to persecute the poor Christians of France,
for God would not leave such a sin unpunished,” both the

! There are some characters with whom mendacity has become so essen-
tial a part of their nature, that we cease to wonder at any poesible extreme
of lying. It was, however, no new thing with the cardinal to assume immacu-
late innocenoce. Over two years before this time, at the beginning of the
reign of Francis II., when bloody persecution was at its height, Sir Nicholas
Throkmorton wrote to Queen Elizabeth, Sept. 10, 1559: “I am enformed
that they here begin to persecute againe for religion more than ever they did ;
and that at Paris there are three or four executed for the same, and diverse
greate personages threatened shortly to be called to answer for their religion,
Wherin the Cardinal of Lorraine having bene spoken unto, within these two
daies, hathe said, that ¢ ss not his faulte, and that thers is no man that more
hateth extremités, then he dothe,; and yet it is knowne that it is, notwith-
standing, alltogither by his ocoasion.” Forbes, State Papers, i. 236, 227,
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cardinal and the Duke of Guise gave him their right hands,
promising on their princely faith, and by the salvation of their
souls, that they would neither openly nor secretly persecute the
partisans of the “new doctrines!” Such were the barefaced
impostures which this “par nobile fratrum ” desired Christo-
pher of Wiirtemberg to publish for their vindication among the
Latherans of Germany. DBat the liars were not believed. The
The e P1rewd Landgrave of Hesse, on receiving Wilrtem-
deceiveno  berg’s account, even before the news of the massacre
i of Vassy, came promptly to the conclusion that the
whole thing was an attempt at deception. Christopher himself,
in the light of later events, added to his manuscript these
words: “ Alas! It can now be seen how they have kept these
promises! Deus sit ultor doli et perjurii, cujus namgue res
. agitur. ”1

Meanwhile events of the greatest consequence were occurring
at the capital. The very day after the Saverne conference be-
gan, Sir Nicholas Throkmorton wrote to Queen Elizabeth an ac-
count of “the strange issue” to which affairs had come at the
French court since his last despatch, a little over a fortnight
before. His letter gives a vivid and accurate view of the impor-
Throkmor.  tant crisis in the first half of Februnary, 1562, which
iheTenes, We present very nearly in the words of the ambas-
et . sador himself. “The Cardinal of Ferrara,” says
Throkmorton, “has allured to his devotion the King of Na-
varre, the Constable, Marshal St. André, the Cardinal of Tour-
non, and others inclined to retain the Romish religion. All
these are bent to repress the Protestant religion in France, and
to find means either to range [bring over to their side] the
Queen of Navarre, the Prince of Condé, the Admiral, and all
others who favor that religion, or to expel them from the court,
with all the ministers and preachers. The queen mother, fear-
ing this conspiracy might be the means of losing her authority
(which is as dear to her as one religion or the other), and mis-
trusting that the Constable was going about to reduce the man-

! Bulletin, iv. 196. De Thou’s account of the Saverne conference (iii. (liv.
xxix.) 127, 128) is pretty accurate so far as it goes, but has a more decidedly
polemic tone than the Duke of Wiirtemmberg’s memorandum.

Yor. I1.—2
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agement of the whole affair into the King of Navarre’s hands,
and so into his own, has caused the Constable to retire from the
court, as it were in disgrace, and intended to do the like with
the Cardinal of Tournon and the Marshal St. André. The
King of Navarre being offended with these proceedings, and
imputing part of her doings to the advice of the Admiral, the
Cardinal Chatillon, and Monsieur D’Andelot, intended to com-
pel those personages to retire also from the court. In these
garboils [commotions] the Prince of Condé, being sick at Paris,
was requested to repair to the court and stand her [Catharine]
in stead. In this tie there was great working on both sides
to win the house of Guise. So the Queen Mother wrote to
them—they being in the skirts of Almain—to come to the court
with all speed. The like means were made [use of] by the
King of Navarre, the Cardinal of Ferrara and the Constable, to
ally them on their part. During these solicitations the Duke
D’Aumale arrived at the court from them, who was requested
to solicit the speedy repair to the court of the Duke of Guise
and the Cardinal of Lorraine.

“The Prince of Condé went from hence in a horse litter to
the court of St. Germain, where he found the Protestant
preachers prohibited from preaching either in the King’s house
or in the town, and that the King of Navarre had solemnly
vowed to retain and maintain the Romish religion, and had
given order that his son should be instructed in the same. The
Prince, finding the Queen of Navarre and the house of Chatil-
lon ready to leave the court, fell again dangerously sick. Never-
theless his coming so revived them, as by the covert aid of the
Queen Mother, they attempted to make the Protestant preach-
ers preach again at the town’s end of St. Germain, and were
entreated to abide at the court, where there is an assembly
which is like to last until Easter. The Cardinal of Ferrara
assists daily at these disputes. The King of Navarre persists in
the house of Chatillon retiring from the court, and it is believed
the Queen of Navarre, and they, will not tarry long there.”’

Such was the picture drawn by the skilful pencil of the Eng-

! Throkmorton to the Queen, Paris, Feb. 16, 1562. State Paper Office.
I have followed closely the condensation in the Calendars.
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lish envoy. It was certainly dark enough. Catharine and Na-
varre had sent Lansac to assure the Pope that they purposed to
live in and defend the Roman Catholic religion. Sulpice had
gone on a like mission to Spain. It was timne, Throkmorton
plainly told Queen Elizabeth, that she should show as great
readiness in maintaining the Protestant religion as Ferrara and
his associates showed in striving to overthrow it. And in a
private despatch to Cecil, written the same day, he urged the
secretary to dissuade her Majesty from longer retaining candles
and cross on the altar of the royal chapel, at a tilne when even
doctors of the Sorbonne consented to the removal of images of
all sorts from over the altar in places of worship.'

From Saverne the Cardinal of Lorraine returned to his arch-
bishopric of Rheims, while the duke, accompanied by the Cardi-
nal of Guise, proceeded in the direction of the French capital.
On his route he stopped at Joinville, one of the estates of the
family, recently erected in their favor into a principality. Here
he was joined by his wife, Anne d’Este; here, too, he listened
to fresh complaints made by his mother, Antoinette of Bourbon,
against the insolence of the neighboring town of Vassy, where
a considerable portion of the inhabitants had lately had the
audacity to embrace the reformed faith.

Vassy, an important town of Champagne—though shorn of
much of its influence by the removal of many of its dependen-
vasyin  Cies to increase the dignity of Joinville—and one of
Champagne.  the places assigned to Mary of Scots for her mainte-
nance, had apparently for some time contained a few professors
of the “new doctrines.” It was, however, only in October,
1561, after the Colloquy of Poissy, that it was visited by a
Protestant minister, who, during a brief sojourn, organized a
origin of the church with elders and deacons. Notwithstanding
Hoguenot the disadvantage of having no pastor, and of having

" notoriously incurred the special hatred of the Guises,
the reformed community grew with marvellous rapidity. For
the Gospel was preached not merely in the printed sermons
read from the pulpit, but by the lips of enthusiastic converts.

! 8ame to Ceoil, of same date. State Paper Office.
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‘When, after a short absence, the founder of the church of Vassy
returned to the scene of his labors, he came into collision with
the Bishop of Chilons, whose diocese included this town. The
bishop, unaccustomed to preach, set up a monk in opposition ;
but no one would come to hear him. The prelate then went
himself to the Protestant gathering, and sat through the “sing-
ing of the commandments” and a prayer. DBut when he at-
tempted to interrupt the services and asserted his episcopal au-
thority, the minister firmly repelled the usurpation, taking his
stand on the king’s edict. Then, waxing warm in the discus-
sion, the dauntless Huguenot exposed the hypocrisy of the pre-
tended shepherd, who, not entering the fold by canonical elec-
tion, but intruding himself into it without consulting his charge,
was more anxious to secure his own ease than to lead his sheep
into green pastures. The bishop soon retired from a field where
he had found more than his match in argument : but the common
people, who had come to witness his triumph over the Hugunenot
preacher, remained after his unexpected discomfiture, and the
unequal contest resulted in fresh accessions to the ranks of the
Protestants. Equally unsuccessful was the Bishop of Chalons
in the attempt to induce the king to issue a commission to the
Duke of Guise against the unoffending inhabitants, and Vassy
was spared the fate of Mérindol and Cabriéres. At Christmas
nine hundred communicants, after profession of their faith, par-
took of the Lord’s Supper according to the reformed rites ; and
in January, 1562, after repeated solicitations, the church ob-
tained the long-desired boon of a pastor, in the person of the
able and pious Leonard Morel. Thus far the history of Vassy
differed little from that of hundreds of other towns in that age
of wonderful awakening and growth, and would have attracted
little attention had not its proximity to the Lorraine princes se-
cured for it a tragic notoriety.'

! Discours entier de la persécution et cruauté exercée en la ville de Vassy,
par le duc de Guise, le 1. de mars, 1562; reprinted in Mémoirea de Condé, iii.
124-149, and Cimber et Danjou, iv. 123-168. This lengthy Huguenot narra-
tive enters into greater details respecting the early history of the church
of Vassy than any of the other contemporary relations. The acoount bears
every mark of candor and accurate information.
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On the twenty-eighth of February, Guise, with two hundred
armed retainers, left Joinville. That night he slept at Dom-
Approach o martin-le-Fran(f. On.Sqnday morning, the first o.f
the Dukeot  March, he continued his journey. ‘Whether by acei-

dent or from design, it is difficult to say, he drew near
to Vassy abount the time when the Huguenots were assembling
for worship, and his ears caught the sound of their bell while
he was still a quarter of a league distant. The ardor of Guise’s
followers was already at fever-heat. They had seen a poor
artisan apprehended in a town that lay on their track, and sun-
marily hung by their leader’s order, for the simple offence of
having had his child baptized after the reformed rites. When
Guise heard the bell of the Vassy church, he turned to his suite
to inquire what it meant. “It is the Huguenots’ preaching,” -
some one replied. “Par la mort-Dieu,” broke in a second,
“they will soon be huguenotted after another fashion!” Others
began to make eager calculations respecting the extent of the
plunder. A few minutes later an unlucky cobbler was espied,
who, from his dress or manner, was mistaken for a Huguenot
minister. It was well that he could answer the inquiries of the
duke, before whom he was hurried, by assuring him that he was
no clergyman and had never studied ; otherwise, he was told, his
case had been an extremely ugly one.’

On entering Vassy Guise repaired to the monastery chapel to
hear mass said. Ile was followed by some of the gentlemen of
his suite. Meantime, their valets found their way to the doors
of the building in which the Protestants were worshipping,
scarcely more than a stone’s throw distant. This motley crowd
was merely the vanguard of the Papists. Soon two or three
gentlemen sent by Guise, according to his own account, to ad-
monish the Huguenot assembly of their want of due obedience,
entered the edifice, where they found twelve hundred persons
quietly listening to the word of God. They were politely invi-

ted to sit down; but they replied by noisy interrup-
WSS tion and threats. ¢ Mort-Dieu, they must all be kill-
ed!” was their exclamation as they returned to report to Guise

The

1 ¢ Que son cas estoit bien sale s'il eust esté ministre.”
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what they had seen. The defenceless Huguenots were thrown
into confusion by these significant menaces, and hastened to
secure the entrance. It was too late. The duke himself was
approaching, and a volley fromm the arquebuses of his troop
speedily scattered the unarmed worshippers. It is unnecessary
to describe in all its details of horror the scene that ensued.
The door of the sheep-fold was open and the wolf was already
upon his prey. All the pent-up hatred of a band of fanatical -
and savage soldiers was vented upon a crowd of men, women,
and children, whose heterodoxy made them pleasing victims, and
whose unarmed condition rendered victory easy. No age, no
sex was respected. It was enough to be a IIuguenot to be a fit
object for the sword or the gun. To escape from the doomed
building was only possible by running the gauntlet of the troops
that lay in wait. Those who sought to climb from the roof to
the adjacent houses were picked off by the arquebuses of the be-
sieging party. Only after an hour and a half had elapsed were
the soldiers of Guise called off by the trumpet sounding a joy-
ful note of victory. The evidence of their prowess, however,
remained on the field of contest, in fifty or sixty dead or dying
men and women, and in nearly a hundred more or- less danger-
ously wounded.’

In a few hours more Guise was resuming his jonrney toward
Paris. He was told that the Huguenots of Vassy had forwarded
their complaints to the king. * Let them go, let them go!” he
exclaimed. “They will find there neither their Admiral nor
their Chancellor.”*

! The ‘‘ Destruction du Saccagement ” has preserved the names of forty-
five persons who died by Tuesday, March 8d; the ‘‘.Discours entier” has a
complete list of forty-eight that died within a month, and refers to others be-
gides. A contemporary engraving is extant depicting in quaint but lively style
the murderous affair. Montfauoon reproduces it. So does also M. Horace
Gourjon in a pamphlet entitled ‘‘ Le Massacre de Vassy " (Paris, 1844). He
gives, in addition, an exterior view of the barn in which the Huguenots were
worshipping.

? Besides a brief Latin memoir of minor importance, there were published
two detailed accounts of the massacre written by Huguenots. The one is cn-
titled ‘‘ Destruction du Saccagement, exerce cruellement par le Duc de Guise
et sa cohorte, en la ville de Vassy, le premier jour de Mars, 1561. A Caens.
M.D.LXIL,” and having for its epigraph the second verse of the 79th psalm
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Upon whose head rests the guilt of the massacre of Vassy?
This was the question asked by every contemporary so soon as
he realized the startling fact that the blow there struck was
a signal that called every man to take the sword, and stand in
defence of his own life. It is the question which history, more
calm and dispassionate, because farther removed from the agita-
tions of the day, now seeks to solve, as she looks back over
the dreary torrents of blood that sprang from that disastrous
source. The inquiry is not an idle one—for justice ought te
find such a vindication in the records of past generations as may
have been denied at the time of the commission of flagrant
crimes.

The Huguenots declared Guise to be a murderer. Theodore
Beza, in eloquent tones, demanded the punishment of the butcher

in Marot's poetical version, ¢ The dead bodies of thy servants have they given
to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the
beasts of the earth.” (The year 1562, it will be remembered, did not com-
mence in France until Easter Sunday, March 29th.) The account seems to
have been composed on the spot and within a very few days of the occurrence.
This may be inferred from the list of those who died being given only up to
Tueaday, March3d. The other narrative : ‘‘ Discours entier de la persecution
et cruanté exercée en la ville de Vassy,” eto., enters into much greater detail,
and is preceded by a full account of the early history of the Church. It was
written and published a little later in the spring of 1562. Both memoirs are re-
printed in the invaluable Archives curieuses of Messrs. Cimber et Danjou, iv.
103110, and 123-156, as well as in the Mémoiresde Condé, iii. 111-115, 124-149
(the former document with the title *‘ Relation de 'occagion™), etc. Another
contemporary account was written in Guise’s interest, and contains a long ex-
tract of a letter of his to the Duke of Wartemberg : ** Discours an vray et en
abbregé de ce qui est dernidrement aduenu 3 Vassi, y passant Monseigneur le
Duc de Guise. A Paris. M\D.LXIT. . . . Par priuilege expres dudict
Seigneur.” (Cimber, iv. 111-122; Mém. de Condé, iii. 115-122). To these
authorities must be added Guise’s vindication in parliament (Cimber, iv. 157,
etc., from Reg. of Parl. ; Mém. de Guise, 488, etc.), and his letter and that
of the Cardinal of Lorraine to Christopher of Wiirtemberg, March 22 (Ib.
491, 492). Compare J. de Serres, De statu rel. et reip. (1571), ii. 18-17; De
Thou, {ii. 129, etc. ; Jehan de la Fosse, 45. Davila, bk. iii. in init., is more
accurate than Castelnau, iii., ¢. 7. Claude Haton's acoount (Mémoires, i, 204~
2006) may be classed with the curiosities of literature. This veracious chroni-
cler would bave it that a crowd of Huguenots, with stones in their hands, and
ginging at the top of their voioces, attempted to prevent the passage of the
duke and his company through the outekirts of Vassy, where they were ap-
parently worshipping in the open air! Of course they were the aggressors,
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of the human race. So imposing was the cry for retribution
that the duke himself recognized the necessity of entering a
formal aefence, which was disseminated by the press far and
wide through France and Germany. He denied that the mas-
sacre was premeditated. He averred that it was merely an unfor-
tunate incident brought about by the violence of the Protestants
of Vassy, who had provided themselves with an abundant supply
of stones and other missiles, and assailed those whom he had sent
to remonstrate courteously with them. He stated the deaths at
only twenty-five or thirty. Most of these had been occasioned
by the indignant valets, who, on seeing their masters wounded,
had rushed in to defend them. So much against his will had
the affair occurred, that he had repeatedly but ineffectually
commanded his men to desist. 'When he had himself received
a slight wound from a stone thrown by the Iuguenots, the sight
of the blood flowing from it had infuriated his devoted fol-
lowers.

The Duke’s plea of want of premeditation we may, perhaps,
accept as substantially true—so far, at least, as to suppose tha¢
he had formed no deliberate plan of slaughtering the inhabitants
of Vassy who had adopted the reformed religion.' It is diffi-
cult, indeed, to accept the argument of Brantome and Le La-
boureur, who conceive that the fortuitous character of the event
is proved by the circumstance that the deed was below the
courage of Guise. Nor, perhaps, shall we give excessive credit
to the asseverations of the duke, repeated, we are told, even on
his death-bed. For why should these be more worthy of belief
than the oaths with which the same nobleman had declared to
Christopher of Wartemberg that he neither had persecuted,
nor would persecute the Protestants of France? But the Duke
of Guise admits that he knew that there was a growing commu-
nity of Huguenots at Vassy— scandalous, arrogant, extremely

! And yet there is great foroe in M. Sismondi's observation (Hist. des Fran-
cais, xviii. 264) : ‘‘ Malgré leur assertion, il est difficile de ne pas croire qu'an
moment ol ils se réunissoient en armes pour disputer aux protestans I’exer-
cise public de leur culte que leur accordoit I'édit de janvier, c'étoit un coup
prémédité que 'attaque du duc de Guise contre une congrégation de hugue-
nots, compoaée, & ce qu’il assure, en partic de ses vassanx, et qui se trouvoit
la premidre sur son passage & peu de distance de ses terres.” .
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seditious persons,” as he styles them. He tells us that he in-
tended, as the representative of Mary Stuart, and as feudal lord
of some of their number, to admonish them of their disobe-
dience ; and that for this purpose he sent Sieur de la Bresse (or
Brosse) with others to interrupt their public worship. He
accuses them, it is true, of having previously armed themselves
with stones, and even of possessing weapons in an adjoining
building ; but what reason do the circumstances of the case give
us for doubting that the report may have been based upon the
fact that those who in this terror-stricken assembly attempted
to save their lives resorted to whatever missiles they could lay
their hands upon? If the presence of his wife, and of his
brother the cardinal, is used by the duke as an argument to
prove the absence of any sinister intentions on his part, how
much stronger is the evidence afforded to the peaceable charac-
ter of the Protestant gathering by the numbers of women and
children found there? But the very fact that, as against the
twenty-five or thirty Huguenots whom he concedes to have been
slain in the encounter, he does not pretend to give the name of
a single one of his own followers that was killed, shows clearly
which side it was that came prepared for the fight. And yet
who that knows the sanguinary spirit generally displayed by
the Roman Catholic massesin the sixteenth century, could find
much fault with the Huguenots of Vassy if they had really
armed themselves to repel violence and protect their wives and
children—if, in other words, they had used the common right
of self-preservation '

! It is extremely unfortunate that Mr. Froude should have based his acoount
of French affairs at this important point upon so inaccurate and prejudiced a
writer a8 Varillas. To be correct in his delineation of these transactions
was almost as important for his object, as to be correct in the narration of
purely English ocoarrences. If he desired to avoid the labor, from which he
might well wish to be excused, of mastering the great accumulation of con-
temporary and original French authorities, he might have resorted with pro-
priety, as he has done in the case of the massacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day,
to Henri Martin's noble history, or to the history of Sismondi, not to speak of
8oldan, Von Polens, and a hoet of others. Varillas wrote, about a century after
the events he described, a number of works of slender literary, and still slighter
historical value. His ‘ Histoire de Charles IX.” (Cologne, 1686)—the work
which Mr. Froude has but too often followed—begina with an adulatory dedi-
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The fact is that Guise was only witnessing the fruits of his
instructions, enforced by his own example. He had given the
first taste of blood, and now, perhaps without his actual com-
mand, the pack had taken the scent and hunted down the game.
He was avowedly on a crusade to re-establish the supremacy of
the Roman Catholic religion throughout France. If he had not
hesitated to hang a poor pin-dealer for allowing his child to be
baptized according to the forms of Calvin’s liturgy ; if he wason
his way to Paris to restore the Edict of July by force of arms, it
is idle to inquire whether he or his soldiers were responsible for
the blood shed in peace. “He that sowed the seed is the
author of the harvest.”

The news quickly flew to Condé that the arch-enemy of the
Protestants had begun the execution of the cruel projects he
had so long been devising with his fanatical associates; that
Guise was on his way toward seditious Paris, with hands yet
dripping with the blood of the inhabitants of a quiet Cham-
pagnese town, surprised and murdered while engaged in the
worship of their God. Indignant, and taking in the full meas-
ure of the responsibility imposed upon him as the most power-
ful member of the Protestant communion, the prince, who was
Condéappeats With the court at the castle of Monceaux—built for
tothoking.  hergelf by Catharine in a style of regal magnificence
—1laid before the king and his mother a full account of the tragic

cation to Louis XIV., the first sentence of which sufficiently reveals the
author's prepossessions : *‘ Sire, it is impossible to write the history of Charles
IX. without beginning the panegyric of your Majesty.” No wonder that Mr.
Froude's account of the massacre of Vassy (History of England, vii. 401, 402),
derived solely from this source (Hist. de Charles IX., i. 120, etc.), is as fuvor-
able to Quise as his most devoted partisan could have desired. But where in
the world—even in Varillas—did the English historian ever find authority for
the statement (vii. 402) that, in consequence of the necessity felt by Guise
for temporizing, s little later *‘the affair at Vassy was censured in a publio
decres”? To have allowed that would have been for Guise to admit that he
was guilty of murder, and that his enemies had not slandered him when they
styled him a ¢ butcher of the human race.” The duke never did make such
an acknowledgment ; on the contrary, he asseverated his innocence in his last
breath. What was really done on the oocasion referred to was to try to
shift the responsibility of the war from the shoulders of the papists to those
of the Huguenots, by pretending to re-enact the edict of January with restrio-
tions as to the capital.
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occurrence. It was a pernicious example, he argued, and should
be punished promptly and severely. Above all, the perpetra-
tors ought not to be permitted to endanger the quiet of France
by entering the capital. Catharine was alarmed and embar-
rassed by the intelligence; but, her fear of a conjunction be-
tween Guise and Navarre overcoming her reluctance to affront
the Lorraine family, induced her to consent; and she wrote to
the Duke, who had by this tie reached his castle of Nanteuil,
forbidding him to go to Paris, but inviting him to visit the
court with a small escort. At the same time she gave orders to
Saint André to repair at once to Lyons, of which he was the
royal governor. DBut neither of the triumvirs showed any readi-
ness to obey her orders. The duke curtly replied that he was
too busy entertaining his friends to come to the king; the mar-
shal promptly refused to leave the king while he was threatened
by such perils.’

The King of Navarre now came from Paris to Monceaux, to
guard the interests of the party he had espoused. He was
closely followed by Theodore Beza and Francour, whom the
Bezws remon- ETOtestants of Paris had deputed, the former on be-
smace half of the church, the latter of the nobility, to de-
mand of the king the punishment of the authors of the massa-
cre. The queen mother, as was her wont, gave a gracious
audience, and promised that an investigation should be made.
But Navarre, being present, seemed eager to display a neophyte’s
zeal, and retorted by blaming the Huguenots for going in arms
to their places of worship. ¢ True,” said Beza, “ but armns in
the hands of the wise are instruments of peace, and the massa-
cre of Vassy has shown the necessity under which the Protes-
tants were laid.” When Navarre exclaimed : “Whoever touches
my brother of Guise with the tip of his finger, touches my whole
body!?” the reformer reminded him, as one whom Antoine
had himself brought to France, that the way of justice is God’s
way, and that kings owe justice to their subjects. Finally,
when he discovered, by Navarre’s adoption of all the impotent
excuses of Guise, that the former had sold himself to the

! Jean de Serres, ii. 17, 18; De Thou, iii. 133, 183,
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enemies of the Gospel, Theodore Beza made that noble reply
which has become classic as the motto of the French Reforma-
Ananvil tnet tion: ¢ Sire, it is, in truth, the lot of the Church of
ey e God, in whose name I am speaking, to endure blows
mers. and not to strike them. Bu¢ also may ¢ please you
to remember that it 8 an anvil that has worn out many ham-
mr8-” 1

At Nanteuil, Guise had been visited by the constable, with
two of his sons, by Saint André, and by other prominent lead-
ers. Accompanied by them, he now took the decided step of
going to Paris in spite of Catharine’s prohibition. His entry
resembled a triumphal procession.' In the midst of an escort
estimated by eye-witnesses at two thousand horse, Francis of
Guise avoided the more direct gate of St. Martin, and took that
of St. Denis, through which the kings of France were accus-
Guise's entry tomed to pass. Vast crowds turned out to meet him,
lntoParts.  gnd the cries of “ Vive Monsieur de Guise!” sounding
much like regal acclamations, were uttered without rebuke on
all sides. The “prévost des marchands” and other members
of the municipal government received him with great demon-
strations of joy, as the defender of the faith. At the same hour
the Prince of Condé, surrounded by a large number of Protes-
tant noblemen, students, and citizens, was riding to one of the

1¢ Qive, c'est & la vérité & I’Eglise de Dieu, au nom de laquelle je parle,
d’endurer les coups, et non pas d’en donner. Mais aussi vous plaira-t-il vous
souvenir que c'est une enolume qui a usé beaucoup ds marteauz.”’ Hist. ecclés.
des égl. réf., ii. 1, 2; Pierre de Lestoile, Journal de Henri IIL (ed. Petitot),
i 55; De Thou, iii. 182, 133.

? Journal de Jehan de la Foase, 45, 46 ; Santa Croce to Borromeo, Aymon,
i 96, 97; Jean de Serres, ii. 18; Chantonnay, ubi supra, ii. 27; Hist. eoclés.
des égl. rét., ii 3, 8; Throkmorton to the Queen, March 20th, S8tate Paper
Office ; De Thon, iii. 183; etc. The date was the 15th- of March, acoording
to La Fosse; the 16th, according to Languet (ii. 212) and Throkmorton ; the
18th, according to Santa Croce; the 20th, according to J. de Serres. I pre-
fer to all the authority of a letter of one Chastaigner, written from Paris to a
friend in Poitou on the very day of Guise’s entry. It is dated March 17th.
¢ Quant aux nouvelles de Monsieur de Guyse, il est arrivé ce soir en ceste
ville, Monsieur le connestable et Monsieur le maréchal de Saint-André aveo
luy, et en tout avoient bien deux mil chevaulx, les ungs disent plus.” (Ar-
chives of Poitiers, and printed in Bulletin, xiii, (1864), 15, 16.)
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preaching-places.' The two cavalcades met, but no collision
ensued. The Huguenot and the papist courteously saluted each
other, and then rode on. It is even reported that between the
leaders themselves less sincere amenities were interchanged.
Gruise sent word to Condé that he and his company, whom he
had assembled only on account of the malevolent, were at the
prince’s commands. Condé answered by saying that his own
men were armed only to prevent the populace of Paris from
making an attack upon the Protestants as they went to their
place of worship.’

For weeks the position of the queen mother had been one of
peculiar difficulty and anxiety. That she was ¢ well inclined
Anxiotiea o [0 8dvance the true religion,” and « well affected for
Catharine o' 3 general reformation in the Church,” as Admiral

Coligny at this time firmly believed,’ is simply in-
credible. But, on the other hand, there can be little doubt
tuat Catharine saw her interest in upholding the Huguenot
party, of which Condé and the three Chatillon brothers were
acknowledged leaders. Unfortunately, the King of Navarre,
“ hoping to compound with the King of Spain for his kingdom
of Navarre,” had become the tool of the opposite side—he was
“all Spanish now” ‘—and Chantonnay, Philip’s ambassador,
was emboldened to make arrogant demands. The envoy de-
clared that, “ unless the house of Chétillon left the court, he
was ordered to depart from France.” Grave diplomatists
shook their heads, and thought the menace very strange, ¢ the
rather that another prince should appoint what counsellors
should remain at court ;” and sage men inferred that “to such

! This was not by accident. It had been planned by Condé, to show that
the Huguenots were brave and determined, and it succeeded so well that it
not only made an impreesion on the party of Guise, but also largely aug-
mented the courage of his own men. Letter of Beza to Calvin, March 22,
1562, apud Baum, ii.,, App., 171. Condé had returned to Paris by the urgent
request of the Protestants. Jean de Berres, ii. 19.

* Letter of Chastaigner, ubi supra.

3 Throkmorton to the queen, March 6th, State Paper Office.

4 ¢ The King of Navarre was never 80 earnest on the Protestant side as he
is now furious on the papists’ part, insomuch as men suspect he will become
a persecutor.” Throkmorton to Cecil, March 9th, State Paper Office. Sum-
mary in Calendar,
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princes as are afraid of shadows the King of Spain will enter-
prise far enough.”' None the less was Catharine deeply dis-
turbed. She felt distrust of the heads of the IRoman Catholic
party, but she feared to break entirely with them, and was
forced to request the Protestant leaders to withdraw for a time
from the vicinity of Paris. That city itself presented to the
eye a sufficiently strange and alarming aspect, “resembling
more a frontier town or a place besieged than a court, a mer-
chant city, or university.” Both sides were apprehensive of
some sudden commotion, and the Protestant scholars, in great
numbers, marched daily in arms to the ¢ sermons,” in spite of
the opposition of the rector and his council.” The capital was
unquestionably no place for Catharine and her son, at the pres-
ent moment.

At length, Catharine de’ Medici, apprehensive of the growing
power of the triumvirate, and dreading lest the king, falling
into its hands, should become a mere puppet, her own influence
being completely thrown into the shade, removed the court
ah from Monceaux to Melun, a city on the npper Seine,

e removes . .
thekingto  about twenty-five miles south-east of Paris.’ She

hoped apparently that, by placing herself nearer the
strongly Huguenot banks of the Loire, she would be able at
will to throw herself into the arms of either party, and, in mak-
ing her own terms, secure future independence. DBut she was
not left undisturbed. At Melun she received a deputation
from Paris, consisting of the “ prévost des marchands” and

! Throkmorton to the queen, March 0, 1562, State Paper Office.

* The same to Cecil, same date, State Paper Office.

% ** Whilst these assemblies were in the town, the queen mother conceived
great jealousy (the King of Navarre being allied to the said duke [Guise]),
lest she should be put from the government and the king taken from her
hands, to prevent which she left Monceaux, ber own house, for Orleans,
thinking they were secure there, because the Prince of Rochesurion (being
governor of the king’s person and also of Orleans) was not conjoined with the
King of Navarre, the Duke of Guise, and the constable, in their purposes.
The King of Navarre, perceiving this, would not consent to the king going to
Orleans, and, after great disputes betwixt the queen mother and him, she,
with the king, were constrained to reside all this Easter at Fontainebleau.”
Throkmorton to the queen, March 20, 1562, State Paper Office. Summary
in Calendar.
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three “ échevins,” who came to entreat her, in the name of the
Roman Catholic people of the capital, to return and dissipate
by the king’s arrival the dangers that were imminent on account
of Condé’s presence, and to give the people the power to defend
themselves by restoring to them their arms. Still hesitating,
still experiencing her old difficulty of forming any plans for
" the distant future, and every moment balancing in her mind
v thenee What she should do the next, she nevertheless pushed
w Foutaine: 0N ten miles farther southward, to the royal palace
) of Fontainebleau, and found herself not far from
half the way to Orleans. But change of place brought the
vacillating queen mother no nearer to a decision. Soubise, the
last of the avowed DProtestants to leave her, still dreamed he
Herpaintal  Might succeed in persuading her. Day after day, in
company with Chancellor L’Hospital, the Huguenot
leader spent two or three hours alone with her in earnest argu-
ment. “ Sometimes,” says a recently discovered contemporary
account, “ they believed that they had gained everything, and
that she was ready to set off for Condé’s camp ; then, all of a
sudden, so violent a fright seized her, that she lost all heart.”
At last the time came when the trimmvirs were expected to
appear at Fontainebleau on the morrow, to secure the prize of
the king’s person. Soubise and the indefatigable chancellor
made a last attempt. Five or six times in one day they re-
turned to the charge, although L’Hospital mournfully observed
that he had abandoned hope. He knew Catharine well : she
could not be brought to a final resolution.' It was even so.
Soubise himself was forced to admit it when, at the last mo-
ment—almost too late for his own safety—he hurriedly left,
Catharine still begging him to stand by her, and made his way
to his friends.
It seems to have been during this time of painful anxiety
that Catharine wrote at least the last of those remarkable letters
to Condé which that prince afterward published in his own

! ¢ Combien que le Chanoelier luy dict, qu'il n'y espéroit plus rien, qu'elle
n'avoit point de résolution, qu'’il la congnoissoit bien.” Mémoires de la vie
de Jéhan I’Archevesque, Sienr de Soubise, printed from the hitherto unknown
MS. in the Bulletin, xxiii. (1874), 458, 459.
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justification, and respecting the authenticity of which the queen
she impiores WOUld have been glad had she been able to make the
Condfesld  world entertain doubts. They breathed a spirit of
implicit confidence. She called herself his “ good cousin,” that
was not less attached to him than a mother to a son. She en-
joined upon him to remember the protection which he was
bound to give to * the children, the mother, and the kingdom.”
She called upon him not to desert her. She declared that,
in the midst of so many adverse circumstances, she would be
driven almost to despair, “ were it not for her trust in God,
and the assurance that Condé would assist her in preserving the
kingdom and service of the king, her son, in spite of those who
wished to ruin everything.” More than once she told him that
his kindness would not go unrequited ; and she declared that, if
she died before having an opportunity to testify her gratitude,
she would charge her children with the duty.'

In Paris events were rapidly succeeding each other. Marshal
Montmorency, the constable’s eldest son, was too upright a man
to serve the purposes of the triumvirs; and, with his father’s
consent and by Navarre’s authority, he was removed, and Cardinal
Bourbon installed in his place as governor of the city.! A few
days after Antoine himself came to Paris and lodged in the
constable’s house. Here, with Guise, Saint André, and the other
chief statesmen who were of the same party, conferences were

! Four of the seven letters that constituted the whole correspondence are
printed in the Mém. de Condé, iii. 218-215. Jean de Serres gives two of
them in his Comment. de statu rel. et reip., ii. 8, 30. They were laid by
Condé’s envoy before the princes of Germany, as evidence that he had not
taken up arms without the beet warrant, and that he could not in any way be
regarded as a rebel. They contain no allusion to any promise to lay down his
arms 80 soon as she sent him word—the pretext with which she strove at a
later time to palliate, in the eyes of the papal party at home and abroad, a
rather awkward step. The curé of Mériot, while admitting the genuineness
of the letters, observes: ‘‘ La cautelle et malice de la dame estoit si grande,
qu’elle se délectoit de mettre les princes en division et hayne les ungs contre
les aultres, affin qu’elle régnast et qu'elle demeurast gouvernante seulle de
son filz et du royaume.” Mém. de CL Haton, i. 209. The queen mother's
exculpatory statements may be examined in Le Laboureur, Add. aux Mém.
de Castelnau, i. 763, 764,

? Bruslart, in Mém. de Condé, i. 75, 76 ; J. de Serres, ii. 20; La Foase, 48;
De Thou, iii. 134. The date is variously given—March 17th or 18th.
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held to which Condé and his associates were not invited; and
to these irregular gatherings, notwithstanding the absence of the
king, the name of the royal council was given.'

There were nine or ten thousand horse—Papist and Hugue-
not—under arms in Paris.’ It was evident that Condé and
Guise could not longer remain in the city without involving it
in the most bloody of civil contests. Under these circumstances
the prince offered, through his brother, the Cardinal of Bour-
bon, to accede to the wish of Catharine, and leave Paris by one
gate at the same moment that the triumvirs should leave by
another. Indeed, without waiting to obtain their promise, he
Oondé rotien retired : with his body of Protestant noblesse to Meaux,

toMeaax.  where he had given a rendezvous to Admiral Coligny
and others whom he had summoned from their homes. This step
has generally been stigmatized as the first of Condé’s egregious
mistakes. Beza opposed it at the time, and likened the error
to that of Pompey in abandoning Rome ;* and the “ History of
the Reformed Churches ” has perpetuated the comparison.” The
same historical parallel was drawn by Etienne Pasquier.® But
the judicious Frangois de la Noue, surnamed Bras-de-Fer,
thought very differently ; and we must here, a8 in many other
instances, prefer the opinion of the practical soldier to that
of the eminent theologian or the learned jurist. Parliament,
the clergy, the municipal government, the greater part of the
university, and almost all the low populace, with the partisans
and servants of the hostile princes and noblemen, were intensely
Roman Catholic.” The three hundred resident Protestant gen-

!J. de Berres, ii. 21 ; De Thou, ubi supra; the Prince of Condé’s declara-
tion of the causes which have constrained him to undertake the defence of
the royal authority, etc., ap. Mém. de Conds, iii. 222, etc. ; same in Latin in
J. de Serres, ii. 46.

? Throkmorton to the queen, March 29, State Paper Office.

3March 23d. ‘‘Ce méme jour (lundi xxiii.) le Prince de Condé s'en partit
de Paris pour s’en aller & une sienne maison, combien qu'il avoit dict qu’il ne
bougeroit de Paris que M. de Guise ne s’en fut parti.” Journal anonyme de
Pan 1562, ap. Baum, iii. App., 175, note.

i Letter of March 28th, Baum, ii., App., 175, 176.

' Hist. eccl s. des égl réf., ii. 3.

¢ Lotter to Fonssomme, (Buvres choisies, ii. 248,

7 Ons of the latest exploits of the populace was the disinterring of a Hugue-

Vor. IL—8
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tlemen, with as many more experienced soldiers, four hundred
students, and a few untrained burgesses, were “ but as a fly match-
ed with an elephant.” The novices of the convents and the
priests’ chambermaids, armed only with sticks, could have held
them in check.' It were better to lose the advantages of the
capital than to be overwhelined within its walls by superior
forces, being completely cut off from that part of France where
the main strength of the Protestants lay.

From Meaux messengers were sent to the Protestant churches
in all parts of France to request their aid, both in money and
The Hupne. iN Mmen. “ Since,” said the letter they bore, “ God
not sammous. hag brought us to such a point that no one can disturb
our repose without violating the protection it has pleased our
king to accord us, and consequently without declaring himself
an enemy of his Majesty and of this kingdom’s peace, there is
no law, divine or human, that does not permit us to take meas-
ures for defence, calling for help on those whom God has given
the authority and the will to remedy these evils.”*

Happily for the Huguenot cause, however, the nobles and
gentry that favored it had not waited to receive this summons,
but had, many of them, already set out to strengthen the forces
of the prince. Among others, and by far more important than
Admicat o, 2l the rest, came Gaspard de Co]igny, whose absence
ligny's rtuo- - from court during the few previous weeks has been

fanes ed as one of the most untoward circumstances
of the time. At his pleasant castle of Chitillon-sur-Loing, sur-
rounded by his young family, he received intelligence, first, of
the massacre, then of the ominous events that had occurred at
the capital. Condé sent to solicit his support ; his brothers and
many friends urged him to rush at once to the rescne. DBut
still, even after the threatening clouds had risen so high that
they must soon burst over the devoted heads of the Huguenots,

not buried in the cemetery of the Holy Innooents, and throwing his body into
a public sewer! March 15th, Journal de Jehan de la Fosse, 46.
1¢ Je cuide que &i les novices des couvens et les chambriéres des prestres
seulement se fussent presentez & I'impourveue avec des bastons de cotterets -
(cotrets) &s mains, que cela leur eust fait tenir bride.,” Mém. de la Noue, c. ii.
? Circular letter dated Paris, March 25th, apud Baum, ii., App., 172.
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the admiral continued to hesitate. Every instinct of his cour-
ageous nature prompted the skilful defender of St. Quentin to
place himself at once at the post of danger. But there was one
fear that seemed likely to overcome all his martial impulses.
It was the fear of initiating a ciwil war. He could not refer
to the subject without shuddering, for the horrors of such a
contest were so vividly impressed upon his mind that he re-
garded ahnost anything as preferable to the attempt to settle
domestic difficulties by an appeal to the sword. DBut the tears
and sighs of his wife, the noble Charlotte de Laval, at length
overmastered his reluctance. ¢ To be prudent in men’s esteem,”
she said, “is not to be wise in that of God, who has given you
the science of a general that you might use it for the good of
His children.” When her husband rehearsed again the grounds
of his hesitation, and, calling upon her seriously to consider the
suffering, the privations, the anxiety, the bereavements, the
ignominy, the death which would await not only those dearest
to her, but herself, if the struggle should prove unsnccessful,
offered her three weeks to make her decision, with true womanly
magnanimity she replied: “The threes weeks are already past;
you will never be conquered by the strength of your enemies.
Make use of your resources, and bring not upon your head the
blood of those who may die within three weeks. I summon
-you in God’s name not to defraud us any more, or I shall be a
witness against you at His judgment.” So deep was the impres-
sion which these words made upon Coligny, that, accepting his
wife’s advice as the voice of heaven, he took horse without fur-
ther delay, and joined Condé and the other Protestant leaders.'

It was unfortunate that the prince, for a week after leaving
Paris, should have felt too feeble to make any movement of
importance. Otherwise, by a rapid march, he might, according
to his plan,’ have reached Fontainebleaun in advance of his oppo-

! Agrippa d’Aubigné, i 182, 183 (liv. iii., c. 3). This striking incident rests
on the sole authority of Agrippa d'Aubigné, who claims to have learned it
‘‘ de ceux qui estoient de la partie.” Hotman, who wrote his Gasparis Co-
&nii Vita (1575) at the earnest request of the admiral’s ssoond wife, makes no
allusion to a story throwing so much lustre upon the first.

? Throkmorton to the queen, April 10, 1562, State Paper Office.
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nents, and, with the yonng king and his mother under his pro-
tection, have asserted his right as a prince of the blood to defend
Charles against those who had unjustly usurped the functions
of royalty. As it was, the unlucky delay was turned to profit
by his enemies. These now took a step that put further delib-
eration on Catharine’s part out of the question, and precluded
any attempt to place the _person of the king in Condé’s hands.
Leaving a small garrison in Paris, Guise proceeded with a strong
body of troops to Fontainebleau, determined to bring the king
and his mother back to Paris. Persuasion was first employed ;
but, that failing, the trinmvirate were prepared to resort to
force. Navarre, acting at Guise’s suggestion, at length told
Catharine distinctly that, as guardian of the minor king, he
must see to it that he did not fall into his brother’s hands; as
Thexing  for Catharine, she might remain or follow him, as she
m,:;"g, pleased.! Tears and remonstrances were of no avail.’
‘Weeping and sad, Charles is said to have repeatedly
exclaimed against being led away contrary to his will ; * but the
trimmnvirs would not be balked of their game, and so brought
him with his mother first to Melun, then, after a few days, to
the prison-like castle of Vincennes, and finally to the Louvre.*

1 ¢t Ou il faut que venez avec nous, ou nous emmenerons le Roy sans vous.”
Letter of Condé to the Emperor Ferdinand, April 20th, Mém. de Condé, iii.
805, ete.

* ¢ Alors Lours Majestez, ne pouvant mieux, eurent recours & quelques
larmes.” Mém. de Castelnau, liv. iii., c. 8.

3 ¢ Le Roy enfant de bonne nature et grande espérance, tesmoignoit non
seulement par paroles, mais aussi avec abondance de larmes, extréme dueil et
tristesse; et souventefois s’escriant, déploroit sa condition par telles paroles:
¢ Ponrquoy ne me laissez-vous? Pour quelle raison me voy-je circuy et envi-
ronné de gens armez? Pourquoy contre ma volonté me tirez-vous du lieu od
je prenoye mon plaisir? Pourquoy deschirez-vous ainsi mon estat en oe
mien aage?'” Letter of Condé, ubi supra, iil. 8086.

4 Charles the Ninth’s entry into Paris was a sorry pageant compared wnth
that of Guise only a few weeks earlier, ‘‘Only the merchants and a few
counsellors of the city were present,” says Jehan de la Fosse (p. 47). The
king rode between the queen mother and the King of Navarre. Acoording
to Chamberlain, it was a sober, but not a solemn entry (C. to Chaloner, April
7, 1562, State Paper Office). REither when Guise returned to Paris from
Fontainebleau, or on his previous entry into the city—it is difficult from
Claude Haton’s confused narrative to determine which was intended—the
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The critical step had been taken to demonstrate that the
reign of tolerance, according to the prescriptions of the Edict of
Thecomsta- d80UArY, was at an end. The constable, preceding the

heTiow king to Paris, immediately upon his arrival instituted
plea” a system of arbitrary arrests. On the next morning

(the fourth of April) he visited the ¢ temple of Jerusalem,”’ one
of the two places which had been accorded to the Huguenots
for their worship outside of the walls. Under his direction the
pulpit and the benches of the hearers were torn up, and a bon-
fire of wood and Bibles was speedily lighted, to the great delight
of the populace of Paris. In the afternoon the same exploits
were repeated at the other Huguenot church, known from its
situation, outside of the gate of St. Antoine, as “ Popincourt.”
Here, however, not only the benches, but the building itself
was burned, and several adjacent houses were involved in the
conflagration. Having accomplished these outrages and encour-
aged the people to imitate his lawless example, the aged consta-
ble returned to the city. He had well earned the contemptuous
name which the Huguenots henceforth gave him of “Le Capi-
taine Brilebanc.”* If the trinmvirate succeeded, it was plain
that all liberty of worship was proscribed. It was even believed
that the Duchess of Guise had been sent to carry a message, in
the king’s name, to her mother, the aged Renée of France, to
the effect that if she did not dismiss the Huguenot preachers
from Montargis, and become a good Catholic, he would have
her shut up for the rest of her life in a convent.’ Whatever
truth there may have been in this story, one thing was certain :
in Paris it would have been as much as any man’s life was

people sang : *‘ Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” Msé-
moires, i. 245.

! The singular name of this building is explained by the sign that hung be-
fore it. ‘‘ Apvril. En ung samedy. M. Anne de Montmorenssy, connétable de
France, fut devant brasque en la maison on pendoit pour enseigne la ville ds
Jérusalem, od preschoient les huguenots, et fist mettre le feu dedans la mai- -
son.” Journal de J. de la Fosse. 46.

* La Fosse, ubi supra,; J. de Serres, il 27; Hist. ecclés. des égl. ref., ii. 8;
De Thou, iii 136, 137; Bruslart, Mém. de Condé, i. 80; Santa Croce to Bor-
romeo, April § (Aymon, i, 125); Throkmorton to the queen, ubi supra.

3 Banta Crooe to Borromeo, April 5th, Aymon, i. 126, and Cimber et Danjou,
vi. 74
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worth to appear annoyed at the constable’s exploit, or to oppose
the search made for arms in suspected houses. Every good
Catholic had a piece of the Iluguenots’ benches or pulpit in his
house as a souvenir; ‘“so odious,” says a contemporary, “is the
new religion in this city.”' Meantime, on Easter Monday (the
thirtieth of March) Condé left Meaux at the head of fifteen
hundred horse, the flower of the French nobility, ¢ better armed
with courage than with corselets ”—says Frangois de la Noue.
As they approached the capital, the whole city was thrown into
confusion, the gates were closed, and the chains stretched across
the streets.® But the host passed by, and at St.. Cloud crossed
the Seine without meeting any opposition. Here the news of
the seizure of the person of Charles by the triumvirs first
reached the prince, and with it one great object of the expedi-
tion was frustrated.” The Hugunenots, however, did not delay,
but, instead of turning toward Fontaineblean, took a more
southerly route directly for the city of Orleans. D’Andelot, to
whom the van had been confided, advanced by a rapid march,
and succeeded by a skilful movement in entering the city, of
which he took possession in the name of the Prince of Condé,
acting as lieutenant of the king unlawfully held in confinement.
Catharine de’ Medici, who, having been forced into the party of
the trinmvirs, had with her usual flexibility promptly decided
to make the most of her position, sent messengers to Condé
hoping to amuse him with negotiations while a powerful Roman
Catholic detachment should by another road reach Orleans un-

! Chantonnay, ubi supre, ii. 82.

2 Journal de Jehan de la Fosse, 46. The * Porte St. Honoré,” before which
the Huguenots, after passing north of the city, presented themselves (Bruslart,
Mém. de Condé, i. 78), was in Francis I.’s time near the present ‘‘ Palais
Royal,” in the time of Louis XIII. near the * Madeleine.” See the map in
Dulaure, Histoire de Paris,

3 Mém de la Noue, c. i. The letter of Beza to Calvin from Meaux, March
28, 1562, shows, however, that even before the prince left that city it was
known that the triumvirs had set out for Fontainebleau. Beza, not appar-
ently without good reason, blamed the improvidence of Condé in not fore-
stalling the enemy. ‘‘ Hostes, relicto in urbe non magno presidio, in aulam
abierunt quod difficile non erat et proepicere et impedire. Sed aliter visam
est certis de oausis, quas tamen nec eatis intelligo nec probo.” Baum, ii,
App., 178,
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observed.! But the danger coming to Andelot’s knowledge, he
pangee  SUCceeded in warning Condé; and the prince, with
and Condé the main body of the Protestant horse, after a break-
selves into neck ride, threw himself, on the second of April, into
the city, which now became the headquarters of the re-

ligion in the kingdom." The inhabitants came out to meet him
with every demonstration of joy, and received him between dou-
ble lines of men, women, and children loudly singing the words of
the French psalms, so that the whole city resounded with them.’
No sooner had the Prince of Condé established himself upon
the banks of the Loire, than he took measures to explain to the
world the necessity and propriety of the step upon which he
had ventured. He wrote, and he induced the Protestant minis-
Condé's ters who were with him to write, to all the churches
of France, urging them to send him reinforcements

of troops and to fill his empty treasury. At the same time he

1 Yet, if we may credit the unambiguous testimony of Jean de Tavannes,
Catharine did not cease to endeavor to favor the Huguenots. He assures us
that, a few months later, during the summer, his father, Gaspard de Tavan-
nes, intercepted at Chilons a messenger whom Catharine had despatched to
her daughter the Duchess of Savoy (‘‘ qui agréoit ces nouvelles opinions™)
ostensibly as a lute-player. Among his effects the prying governor of Bur-
gundy found letters signed by the queen mother, containing some rather sur-
prising suggestions. ‘‘ La Royne luy escrivoit qu’elle estoit resolue de
favoriser les Huguenots, 4’0ot elle esperoit son salut contre le gouvernement
du triumvirat . . . . qu’elle soupconnoit vouloir oster la couronne & ses
enfans ; et prioit madame de Savoye d’aider lesdits Huguenots de Lyon, Daun-
phiné et Provenoce, et qu’elle persnadast son mary d’empescher les Suisses et
levée d'Italie des Catholiques.” Mém. de Tavannes (Petitot ed.), ii. 841, 342.
Tavannes did not dare to detain the messenger, nor to take away his letters;
and if, as his son asserts, the enmity of Catharine, which the discovery of her
secret gained for him, delayed his acquisition of the marshal’s baton for ten
years, he certainly had some reason to remember and regret his ill-timed
curiosity.

* Mém. de 1a Noue, c. iii. ; De Thou, iii. 138; Letter of Besa, of April 5th,
Baum, ii., App., 177; Jean de Serres, ii. 24, 25; Bruslart, Mém. de Conds, i.
79. Chamberlain (to Chaloner, April 7, 1562), who on his way from Orleans
met the first detachment within a mile of that city—‘‘a thousand bandsome
gentlemen, well mounted, each having two or three daggs, galloping towards
him.” State Paper Office.

3 Hist. ecclés. des égl. réf., ii. 7.

4 April 7th. Mém. de Condé, iii. 221; Hist. ecclée. des égl. réf., ii, 9; J.
de Berres, il 58, 59; De Thou, iii. 139, The historian of the reformed



40 THE RISE OF THE HUGUENOTS OF FRANCE. OCm. XIIL

published a ¢ declaration ” in justification of his resort to arms.
He recapitulated the successive steps that revealed the violent
purposes of the trinmvirs—the retreat of the Guises and of the
constable from court, Nemours’s attempt to carry the Duke of
Orleans out of the kingdom, the massacre at Vassy, Guise’s re-
fusal to visit the royal court and his defiant progress to the
capital, the insolent conduct of Montmorency and Saint-André,
the pretended royal council held away from the king, the deten-
tion of Charles and of his mother as prisoners. And from all
these circumstances he showed the inevitable inference to be
that the triumvirs had for one of their chief objects the extir-
pation of the religion ‘“which they call new,” “either by open
violence or by the change of edicts, and the renewal of the most
cruel persecutions that have ever been exercised in the world.”
It was not party interest that had induced him to take up arms,
he said, but loyalty to God, to his king, and to his native land,
a desire to free Charles from unlawful detention, and a purpose
to insist upon the execution of the royal edicts, especially that
of January, and to prevent new ministers of state from mis-
applying the sums raised for the payment of the national debts.
He warned all lovers of peace not to be astonished at any edicts
that might emanate from the royal seal so long as the king
remained a prisoner, and he begged Catharine to order the
triumvirs to lay down their arms. If they did so, he declared
that he himself, although of a rank far different from theirs,
would consent to follow their example.
The Huguenots had thrown off the shackles which a usurping
party about the king endeavored to fasten upon them ; but they
had not renounced the restraints of law. And now,
Stringent ar-
ticles of amo- 8t the very commencement of a great struggle for lib-
erty, they entered into a solemn compact to banish li-
centious excesses from their army. Protesting the purity of

churches, as well as Beza in his letter of March 28th (Baum, ii, App., 176),
complains bitterly of the slowness and parsimony of the Parisian Protestants,
who seemed to be unable to understand that war was actually upon them.

! April 8th. Déclaration faicte par M. le prince de Condé, pour monstrer les
raisons qui 'ont contraint d’entreprendre la défence de I'authorité da Roy,”
etc. Mém. de Condé, iii. 222-235; Jean de Serres, ii. 43-57; Hist. eoclés,
des égl. véf.. ii. 9, 10; De Thou, iii. 139-141.
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their motives, they swore to strive until the king’s majority to
attain the objects which had united them in a common struggle ;
but they promised with equal fervor to watch over the morals
of their associates, and to suffer nothing that was contrary to
God’s honor or the king’s edicts, to tolerate no idolatrous or su-
perstitious practices, no blasphemy, no uncleanness or theft, no
violation of churches by private authority. They declared their
intention and desire to hear the Word of God preached by faith-
ful ministers in the midst of the camps of war.'

The papal party was amazed at the opposition its extreme
measures had created. In place of the timid weakling whom
the triumvirate had expected, they saw a giant spring from the
ground’ to confront them.® To Orleans flocked many of the
Hoguenct highest nobles of the land. Besides Condé—after
noblesund  Navarre and Bourbon, the prince of the blood mearest

to the crown—there were gathered to the Protestant
standard the three Chétillons, Prince Porcien, Count de la
Rochefoucauld, the Sieurs de Soubise, de Mouy, de Saint Fal,
d’Esternay, Piennes, Rohan, Genlis, Grammont, Montgomery,
and others of high station and of large influence and extensive
landed possessions.” And, what was still more important, the
capture of Orleans was but the signal for a general movement
throughout France. In a few weeks the Huguenots, rising in
their unsuspected strength, had rendered themselves masters of
cities in almost every province. Along the Loire, Beaugency,
Blois, -Tours, and Angers declared for the Prince of Condé; in
Normandy, Rouen, Havre, Dieppe, and Caen ; in Berry and the
neighboring provinces, Bourges, La Rochelle, Poitiers; along
the Sadne and Rhone, Chilons, Macon, Lyons, Vienne, Valence,
Montélimart, Tournon, Orange ; Gap and Grenoble in Dauph-
iny ; almost the whole of the papal “ Comtit Venaissin ;” the
Vivarais; the Cevennes; the greater part of Languedoc and

! Traioté d’association, eto., April 11th, Mém. de Condé, iii. 258-262; J.
Serres, ii. 81-87; De Thou, iii 141.

? S8ee Pasquier’s letter to Fonssomme, already referred to, which contains a
vivid pictare of the confusion reigning in Paris, the sarprise of the papal par-
ty, and the delight of the untrained populace at the prospect of war. Eu-
vres (ed. Feugére), ii. 246-250.

? Mém. de Castelnau, liv. iii., c. 8,
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Gascony, with the important cities of Montauban, Castres, Cas-
telnaudary, Beziers, Pézénas, Montpellier, Aiguesmortes, and
Nismes.! In northern France alone, where the number of
Protestants was small, the Huguenots obtained but a slight foot-
hold.

In the midst of this universal movement there was one point
in the compact made by the confederates at Orleans, which it
was found impossible to execute. How could the churches, with
Cantoomo.  L2€IT altars, their statues, their pictures, their relics,
dasm bere-  their priestly vestments, be gnaranteed from invasion ¢
==l To the Huguenot masses they were the temples and
instruments of an idolatrous worship. Ought Christians to tol-
erate the existence of such abominations, even if sanctioned by
the government? It was hard to draw a nice line of distinction
betwéen the overthrow of idolatry by public authority and by
personal zeal. If there were any difference in the merit of the
act, it was in favor of the man who vindicated the true religion
at the risk of his own life. Nay, the Church itself had incontro-
vertibly given its sanction to this view by placing among the
martyrs those primitive Christians who had upon their own re-
sponsibility entered heathen temples and overthrown the objects
of the popular devotion. Inthose early centuries there had been
manifested the same reckless exposure of life, the same supreme
contempt for the claims of art in comparison with the demands
of religion. The Minerva of Phidias or Praxiteles was no safer
from the iconoclastic frenzy of the new convert from heathen-
ism than the rude idol of a less cultivated age. The command,
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,” had not
excepted from its prohibition the marvellous products of the
Greek chisel.

It was here, therefore, that the chief insubordination of the

1 Tbid., liv. iii., c. 9.

* Even so late as May 8, 1562, the English minister resident at the court,
than whom probably no other person in France felt obliged to keep himself
better informed, wrote to Cecil respecting the Prince of Condé's strength :
¢ I can assur you att thys dyspatche keys the strongest partie, and in suche
state his matter standeth, that these men [the court] wold fayne have a reason-
able end, thoughe yt were with some dishonnour.” MSS. State Paper Office,
Duc d’Aumale, Princes de Condé, Pidoes justif., i. 870.
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Huguenot people manifested itself—not in licentious riot, not ixn
bloodshed, not in pillage. Calvin, with his high sense of law
and order, might in his letters reiterate the warnings against
the irregularity which we have seen him uttering on a previous
occasion ;' the ministers might threaten the guilty with exclusion
from the ordinances of the Church ; Condé might denounce the
penalty of death. The people could not restrain themselves or
be restrained. They must remove what had been a stumbling-
block to them and might become a snare to others. They felt
no more compunction in breaking an image or tearing in pieces
a picture, than a traveller, whom a highwayman has wounded,
is aware of, when he destroys the weapons dropped by his
assailant in his hwurried flight. Indeed, they experienced a
strange satisfaction in visiting npon the lifeless idol the punish-
ment for the spiritual wrongs received at the hands of false
teachers of religion.

‘We have an illustration of the way in which the work of de-

! It is strange that a historian at once so conacientious and generally so
well-informed as M. Rosseeuw Saint-Hilaire should, in his Histoire d’Espagne,
ix. 60, 61, have made the grave mistake of holding Calvin responsible for the
excesses of theiconoclasts, See the Bulletin, xiv. 127, etc., for a complete
refutation.

? Like the undeceived dupe in the old Athenian comedy, who mournfully
laments that he had been léd to worship a bit of earthenware as a god -

Ofuo: Befrasos,
“Ore xal od xvrpeoty Svra Oedy frynoduny.
(ARISTOPHANES, CLOUDS, 1473, 1474.)

On the other hand, the zealous Roman Catholic had his arguments for the
preservation and worship of images, some of which may strike us as suffi-
ciently whimsical. ‘¢ I confess,” says one, ‘‘ that God has forbidden idols and
idolatry, but He has not forbidden the images (or pictures) which we hold for
the veneration of the saints. For if that were so, He would not have left usthe
efigy of Iis holy face painted in Hislikeness, on the cloth which that good lady
Veronica presented Him, which yet to-day is looked upon with so much devo-
tion in the church of St. Peter at Rome, nor the impression of His holy body
represented in the * saint suaire ’ which is at Chambéry. Is it not found that
Beint Luke thrice made with his own hand the portrait of Our Lady? . .
. . That holy evangelist onght certainly to have known the will of his Lord
and Master better than you, my opponent, who wish to interpret the Scrip-
ture according to your sensuality.” Discours des Guerres de Provence (Arch,
curieuses, iv. 501, 502). Of course, the author never dreamed that his facts
might possibly be disputed.
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molition was accomplished in events occurring about this time
ttoomtsont 86 Caen. Two or three inhabitants of this old Nor-
stOsen.  man city were at Rouen when the churches were in-
vaded and sacked by an over-zealous crowd of sympathizers with
the “new doctrines.” On their return to their native city, they
began at once to urge their friends to copy the example of the
provincial capital. The news reaching the ears of the magis-
trates of Caen, these endeavored—but to no purpose, as the se-
quel proved—to calm the feverish pulse of the people. On a
Friday night (May eighth), the storm broke out, and it raged
the whole of the next day. Church, chapel, and monastery could
testify to its violence. Quaint windows of stained glass and
rich old organs were dashed in pieces. Sainte’ effigies, to em-
ploy the quaint expression of a Roman Catholic eye-witness,
“were massacred.” “ So great was the damage inflicted, with-
out any profit, that the loss was estimated at more than a hun-
dred thousand crowns.” 8till less excusable were the acts of
vandalism which the rabble—ever ready to join in popular com-
motions and always throwing disgrace upon them—indulged.
The beautiful tombs of William, Duke of Normandy and
conqueror of England, and of the Duchess-queen Mathilda, the
pride of Caen, which had withstood the ravages of nearly five
hundred years, were ruthlessly destroyed. The monument of
Bishop Charles of Martigny, who had been ambassador under
Charles the Eighth and Louis the Twelfth, shared the same fate.
The zealous Roman Catholic who relates these occurrences
claims to have striven, although to no purpose, to rescue the
ashes of the conqueror from dispersion.’

The contagion spread even to Orleans. Here, as in other

! Les Recherches et Antiquitez de la ville de Caen, par Charles de Bourgue-
ville, sieur du lieu, de Bras, et de Brucourt. A Caen, 1588. Pt. fi. 170-172.
From page 76 onward the author gives us a record of notable events in
his own lifetime. 8o also at Cléry, it is to be regretted that. not content
with greatly injuring the famous church of Our Lady, the Huguenot populace,
inflamed by the indiscretion of the priests, desecrated the monuments of the
brave Dunois, and of Louis the Eleventh and his queen. Hist. eoclés. des
égl. réf., ii. 28. Aocording to the author of the ** Horribles cruautés des Hu-
guenota en France ’ (Cimber et Danjou, vi. 304), they even burned the bones
of Louis; nor did they respect those of the ancestors of the Prinoe of Condé.
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places where the Iugunenots had prevailed, there were but few
of the inhabitants that had not been drawn over to the reformed
faith, or at least pretended to embrace it. Yet Condé, in his
desire to convince the world that no partisan hatred moved him,
strictly prohibited the intrusion of Protestants into the churches,
and assured the ecclesiastics of protection so long as they chose
to remain in the city. For a time, consequently, their services
continued to be celebrated in the presence of the faithful few
and with closed doors; but soon, their fears getting the better
of their prudence, the priests and monks one by one made their
retreat from the Protestant capital. On the twenty-first of
April, word was brought to Condé that some of the churches
had been broken into during the preceding night, and that the
work of destruction was at that very moment going forward in
others. Hastening, in company with Coligny and other leaders,
to the spacious and imposing church of the Holy Rood (Sainte
Croix), he undertook, with blows and menaces, to check the fu-
rious onslanght. Seeing a Huguenot soldier who had climbed
aloft, and was preparing to hurl from its elevated niche one of
the saints that graced the wall of the church, the prince, in the
first ebullition of his anger, snatched an arquebuse from the
hands of one of his followers, and aimed it at the adventurous
iconoclast. The latter had seen the act, but was in no wise
The viaq~ dsunted. Not desisting an instant from his pious en-
o seinte  terprise, “Sir,” he cried to Condé, “have patience

until I shall have overthrown this idol; and then let
me die, if that be your pleasure!”*

The Huguenot soldier’s fearless reply sounded the knell of
many a sacred painting and statne ; for the destruction was ac-
cepted as God’s work rather than man’s.’ Henceforth little
exertion was made to save these objects of mistaken devotion,
while the greatest care was taken to prevent the robbery of the
costly reliquaries and other precious possessions of the churches,

1 «“ Monsieur, ayez patience que j’aie abattu cette idole, et puis que je meure,
#'il vous plait.” :

? “Comme étant ce fait plutét cuvre de Dieu que des hommes.” Hist.
ecclés, des égl. réf., ii. 20. ** L’impétuceité des peuples était telle contre les
images, qu’il n’était possible aux hommes d'y résister.” Ibid. ii. 23.
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of which inventories were drawn up, and which were used only
at the last extremity.'

Far different in character from the bloodless ¢ massacres” of
images and pictures in cities where the Huguenots gained the
upper hand, were the massacres of living men wherever the
papists retained their superiority. One of the most cruel and
Manmcre o iREXCUSADle Was that which happened at Sens—a city
Huguenots  gixty-five or seventy miles toward the southeast from

Paris—where, on an ill-founded and malicious rumor
that the reformed contemplated rising and destroying their
Roman Catholic neighbors, the latter, at the instigation, it is
said, of their archbishop, the Cardinal of Guise, and encouraged
by the violent example of Constable Montmorency at Paris,’ fell
on the Protestants, murdered more than a hundred of both
sexes and of every age, and threw their dead bodies into the
waters of the Yonne.” While these victims of a blind bigotry
were floating on under the windows of the Louvre toward the
sea, Condé addressed to the queen mother a letter of warm re-
monstrance, and called upon her to avenge the causeless murder
of 80 many innocent men and women ; expressing the fear that,
if justice were denied by the king and by herself, the cry of
innocent blood would reach high heaven, and God would be

! Hist. ecclés. des égl. rét., ii. 20-22,

? ¢ Ledict moys,” says Jehan de la Fosse in his journal (p. 47), “des citoy-
ens de Sens tuérent beaucoup de huguenots, voyant que monsieur le conné-
table avoict faict briler Popinocourt.”

3 Hist. ecclés. des égl. réf., ii. 242-245; Jean de Serres, il. 40; De Thon,
iii. 144, The massacre commenced on Sunday, April 12th (not 14th, as the
Hist. ecolés. states), and was continued the next day or two. According to
De Serres, the horrors of Sens seemed to efface those of Vassy itself. Read
the really terrible paragraph on the subject in the contemporary ‘¢ Remon-
strance an Roy sur le faioct des Idoles abbatues et déjettées hors des Tem-
ples "’ (Mém. de Cond$, iii. 355-364), beginning *‘ Od sont les meurtres, les
boucheries des hommes passés au fil de I'espée, par I’espace de neuf jours en
la ville de Sens?” The address to the Cardinal of Guise is not less severe
than the addrees to his brother in the famous * 7Tigre” : ** Te suffisoit-il pas,
Cardinal, que le monde sceust que tu es Atheiste, Magicien, Nécromantien,
sans le publier davantage, et faire ouvrir en pleine rue les femmes grosses
pour voir le siége de leurs enfans?” P. 860. White (Mass. of St. Bartholo-
mew, 200) confounds in his account the two brother oardinals, and makes
Lorrasne to have been Archbishop of Sens.
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moved to inflict those calamities with which the unhappy realm
was every day threatened.'

A few days before Condé penned this appeal, the English
ambassador had written and implored his royal mistress to seize
the golden opportunity to inspirit the frightened Catharine de’
Medici, panic-stricken by the violent measures of the Roman
Catholic party; assuring her that “not a day passed but that
the Spanish ambassador, the Bishop of Rome, or some other
papist prince’s minister put terror into the queen mother’s
mind.”* But Throkmorton’s words and Cecil’s entreaties were
alike powerless to induce Elizabeth to improve her advantage.
The opportunity was fast slipping by, and the calamities fore-
told by Condé were coming on apace.

In truth, few calamities could exceed in horror those that
now befell France. In the southeastern corner of the kingdom,
above all other parts, civil war, ever prolific in evil passions,
was already bearing its legitimate fruits. For several years the
fertile, sunny hills of Provence and Dauphiny had enjoyed but
Disonders fn little stable peace, and now both sides caught the
Frovence and first notes of the summons to war and hurried to the

fray. Towns were stormed, and their inhabitants,
whether surrendering on composition or at the discretion of the
conqueror, found little justice or compassion. The men were
more fortunate, in being summarily put to the sword ; the wo-
men were reserved for the vilest indignities, and then shared
the fate of their fathers and husbands. The thirst for revenge
caused the Protestant leaders and soldiers to perpetrate deeds
of cruelty little less revolting than those which disgraced the
papal cause; but there was, at least, this to be said in their
favor, that not even their enemies could accuse them of those
infamous excesses of lewdness of which their opponents were
notoriously guilty.” Their vengeance was satisfied with the
lives, and did not demand the honor of the vanquished.

! Letter of Condé of April 19th, Mém. de Condg, iii. 800, 301 ; Hist. eccléa.
des égl. réf., ii. 246, 247; J. de Serres, ii. 40-42.

2 Throkmorton to Cecil, April 10, 1562. State Paper Office.

21 will not sully these pages even by a reference to the unnatural and

beastly crimes which De Thou and other trustworthy historians asoribe to the
Roman Catholic troops, especially the Italian part.
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The little city of Orange, capital of William of Nassau’s prin-
cipality, contained a growing community of Protestants, whom
Thedityor the prince had in vain attempted to restrain. About
Orsnge. a year and a half before the outburst of the civil war,
William the Silent, then a sincere Roman Catholic,’ on receiv-
ing complaints from the Pope, whose territories about Avignon
—the Comtét Venaissin—ran around three sides of the princi-
pality, had expressed himself “ marvellously sorry to see how
those wicked heresies were everywhere-spreading, and that they
had even penetrated into his principality of Orange.”* And
when he received tidings that the Huguenots were beginning
to preach, he had written to his governor and council, “to see
to it by all means in the world, that no alteration be permitted
in our true and ancient religion, and in no wise to consent that
those wicked men should take refuge in his principality.” As
Protestantism advanced in Orange, he purposed to give instruc-
tions to use persuasion and force, “in order to remedy a dis-
order so pernicions to all Christendom.”* While he was un-
willing to call in French troops, lest he should prejudice his
sovereign rights, he declared his desire to be authorized to
employ the pontifical soldiers in the work of repression.' But
in spite of these restrictive measures, the reformed population
increased rather than diminished, and the bishop of the city
now called upon Fabrizio Serbelloni, a cousin of Pope Pius the
Fourth, and papal general at Avignon, to assist him by driving
out the Protestants, who, ever since the massacre of Vassy, had
feared with good reason the assault of their too powerful and
hostile neighbors, and had taken up arms in self-defence. They
had not, however, apprehended so speedy an attack as Serbel-
loni now made (on the fifth of June), and, taken by surprise,

! 8o late as January, 1561, he wrote : ‘ Quant & la religion, que sa Majesté
se peult asseuré que je viveray et moreray en icelle.” Gachard, Correspon-
danoe de Guillanme le Taciturne, ii. 6.

% ¢ Et suis mervilleusement mari de veoir comme ces méchantes hérésies
se augmente partout,” ete.

3 ¢ Qu'il fasse tout debvoir du monde, tant par puplication, comme par
force (autant qui j’en porrois la avoir) de remédier & telle désordre, qui est si
domagable 3 tout la christienté.”

4 Letter to Card. Granvelle, Oct. 21, 1560, Gachard, i. 461-468.
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were able to make but a feeble resistance. The papal troops
entered the city through the breach their cannon had effected.
Never did victorious army act more insolently or with greater
inhumanity. None were spared ; neither the sick on their beds,
nor the poor in their asyluns, nor the maimed that hobbled
through the streets. Those were most fortunate that were first
despatched. The rest were tortured with painful wounds that
prolonged their agonies till death was rather desired than
dreaded, or were hurled down upon pikes and halberds, or were
hung to pot-hooks and roasted in the fire, or were hacked in
pieces. Not a few of the women were treated with dishonor;
the greater part were hung to doors and windows, and their
dead bodies, stripped naked, were submitted to indignities for
which the annals of warfare, except among the most ferocious
savages, can scarcely supply a parallel. That the Almighty
might not seem to be insnlted in the persons only of living crea-
tures formed in His own image, the fresh impiety was perpe-
trated of derisively stuffing leaves torn from French Bibles into,
the gaping wounds of the dead lying on this field of carnage.
Nor did the Roman Catholics of Orange fare much better than
their reformed neighbors. Mistaken for enemies, they were
massacred in the public sqnare, where they had assembled,
expecting rather to receive a reward for their services in as-
sisting the pontifical troops to enter, than to atone for their
treachery by their own death.'

But the time for revenge soon came around. The barbarous
warfare initiated by the adherents of the trinmvirate in Dau-
phiny and Provence bred or brought forward a leader and sol-
diers who did not hesitate to repay cruelty with cruelty. Frangois
de Beaumont, Baron des Adrets, was a merciless general, who
Framgote e Affected to believe that rigor and strict retaliation were
Poomer»  indispensable to remove the contempt in which the
Adreta Huguenots were held, and who knew how by bold
movements to appear where least expected, and by vigor to
multiply the apparent size of his army. Attached to the

! De Thou (whoee graphic account I have principally followed), iii. 228-
238 ; J. de Berres, ii. 188, 184; Hist. ecclés. des égl. réf., iil 164-167.
Vor. IL—4
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Reformation only from ambition, and breathing a spirit far
removed from the meekness of the Gospel, he soon awakened
the horror of his comrades in arms, and incurred the censure of
Condé¢ for his barbarities ; so that, within a few months, becom-
ing disgusted with the Huguenots, he went over to the papal
gide, and in the second civil war was found fighting against his
former associates.'! Meantime, his brief connection with the
Huguenots was a blot upon their escutcheon all the more notice-
able because of the prevailing purity;* and the injury he
inflicted upon the cause of Protestantism far more than can-
celled the services he rendered at Lyons and elsewhere. At
Pierrelate he permitted his soldiers to take signal vengeance on
the garrison for the recent massacre. At Mornas the articles
of the capitulation, by which the lives of the besieged were
guaranteed, were not observed; for the Protestant soldiers

! Agrippa d’Aubigné has inserted in his history (i. 154-156) an interesting
oonversation which -he held with the Baron des Adrets, then an old man, a
dozen years later, in the city of Lyons. In answer to the question, Why he
had resorted to acts of cruelty unbecoming to his great valor? the baron re-
plied that no one commits cruelty in avenging oraelty; for, if the first meas-
ures are crudly, the seoond are justice. - His severities, he urged, were needed
in order to show proper spirit in view of the past, and proper regard for
the future. His soldiers must be forced to commit themselves beyond hope
of pardon—they must, especially in & war in which their opponents cloaked
themselves with the royal anthority, fight without respect of persons. ‘‘ The
soldier cannot be taught,” said he with characteristic bluutness, ‘‘ to carry
his sword and his hat in his hand at the same time.” When asked what
motive he had in subsequently leaving his old comrades in arms, he explained
that it was neither fear nor avarioe, but disgust at their timid policy and at
seeing himself saperseded. And to D’Aubigné's third question—a somewhat
bold one, it must be confessed—Why sucocess had never attended his recent
undertakings, he answered “with a sigh:" * Mon enfant, nothing is too
warm for a captain who has no greater anxiety for victory than have his sol-
diers. With the Huguenots I had soldiers ; since then I have had only kuck-
sters, who cared for nothing but money. The former were moved by appre-
hension unmingled with fear, and revenge, passion, and honor were the
wages they fought for. I could not give those Hugunenot soldiers rcins
enough ; the others have worn out my spurs.”

* And yet I agree with Von Polenz, Gesch. des Frans. Calvinismus (Gotha,
1859), ii. 188, 189, note, in regarding the Roman Catholic accounts of Des
Adrets’s cruelties and perfidy as very much exaggerated, and in insisting upon
the circumstance that the barbarity practised at Orange had furnished him
not only the example, but the incentive.
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from Orange, recognizing among them the perpetrators of the
crimes which had turned their homes into a howling desert, fell
upon them and were not—perhaps could not be—restrained by
their leader.' The fatal example of Orange was but too faith-
fully copied, and precipitating the prisoners from the summit of
a high rock became the favorite mode of execution. Only one
of the unfortunates, who happened to break his fall by catching
hold of a wild fig-tree growing out of the side of the cliff, was
spared by his enemies." A nnmber of the naked corpses were
afterward placed in an open boat without pilot or tiller, and
suffered to float down the Rhone with a banner on which were
written these words: “O men of Avignon! permit the bearers
to pass, for they have paid the toll at Mornas.” ¢

The atrocities of Des Adrets and his soldiers in the East
were, however, surpassed by those which Blaise de Montluc
paimde  inflicted upon the Huguenots of the West, or which
Montle.  took place under his sanction. His memoirs, which
are among the most authentic materials for the history of the
wars in which he took part, present him to us as a remorseless
soldier, dead to all feelings of sympathy with human distress,

1 According to Jean de Serres, this leader was the Baron des Adrets in per-
son ; aocording to De Thou, Montbrun commanded by the baron’s appoint-
ment. 8o also Histoire ecclés., iii. 171.

? 80 at Montbrison, the Baron des Adrets reserved thirty prisoners from the
common slaughter to expiaste the massacre of Orange by a similar method.
One of them was observed by Des Adrets to draw back twice before taking the
fatal leap. *‘ What ! said the chief, ‘‘do you take fwo springs to do it?”
* T will give you ten to do it ! " the witty soldier replied ; and the laugh he
evoked from those grim lips saved his life. De Thou (iil. 231, 232) and
others.

3 J. de Serres, ii. 188; Castelnau, liv., iv. 0. ii. But the * Discours des Guer-
res de la comté de Venayscin et de 1a Pronence . . . . par le seigneur
Loys de Perussiis, escnyer de Coumons, subiect et uassal de sa sainctetd ™ (dedi-
cated to ** Fr. Fabrice de Berbellon, cousin-germain de N. 8. P. et son général
en la cité d’Avignon et dicte comté,” Avignon, 1563, and reprinted in Cimber
(iv. 401, ete.), makes no mention of the fig-tree, and regards the preservation
a8 almost miraculous. There is a faithful representation of the ruined Cha-
tean of Mormnas above the frightful precipice, in Count Alexander de Laborde'’s
magnificent work, Les Monuments de la France (Paris, 1830), plate 170.

4 Discours des Guerres do la comté de Venaysocin, eto., 458; De Thou, iii.
240,
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glorying in having executed more Huguenots than any other
royal licutenant in France,' pleased to have the people call the
two hangmen whom he used to take about with him his
“lackeys.”* It is not surprising that, under the auspices of such
an officer, fierce passions should have had free play. At Tou-
Mamscreat lOUse, the seat of the most fanatical parliament in
Toulous.  France, a notable massacre took place. Even in this
hot-bed of bigotry the reformed doctrines had made rapid and
substantial progress, and the great body of the students in the
famous law-school, as well of the municipal government, were
favorable to their spread.” The common people, however, were
as virulent in their hostility as the parliament itself. They had
never been fully reconciled to the publication of the Edict of
January, and had only been restrained from interference with the
worship of the Protestants by the authority of the government.
Of late the Huguenots had discovered on what treacherous
ground they stood. A funeral procession of theirs had been
attacked, and several persons had been mnurdered. A massacre
had been perpetrated in the city of Cahors, not far distant from
them. In both'cases the entire authority of parliament had
been exerted to shield the guilty. The Huguenots, therefore,
resolved to forestall disaster by throwing Toulouse into the
hands of Condé, and succeeded so far as to introduce some com-
panies of soldiers within the walls and to seize the “hotel de
ville.” They had, however, miscalculated their strength. The
Roman Catholics were more numerous, and after repeated con-

! Mém. de Blaise de Montlue, iii. 398 (Petitot ed.): ‘‘ pouvant dire avec la
vérité qu’il n'y a lieutenant de Roy en Franoe qui ait plus faict passer d’Hu-
gucnots par le cousteau ou par la corde, que moy.”

% ¢ Me deliberay d’user de toutes les cruautez que je pourrois.” Ih,, ili. 20.
** Je recouvray secrettement deux bourreaux, lesquels on appella depuis mes
laquais, parce qu'ils estoient souvent apres moy.” 1Ib., iii., 21. Consult the
succeeding pages for an account of Montluc's hmtnhty, wluoh oould scaroely
be credited, but that Montluo himself vouches for it.

3 Sinoce the publication of the Edict of January at Toulouse (on the 6th of
February), the Protestant minister had sworn to observe its provisions before
the seneschal, viguier, and capitouls, and, when he preached, these last had
been present to prevent disturbance. A place of worship, twenty-four can-
nes long by sixteen in width (174 feet by 116), had been built on the spot
assigned by the authorities. Hist. ecclés. des égl. réf., iil 1.
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flicts they were able to demand the surrender of the building in
which the Protestants had intrenched themselves. Destitute
alike of provisions and of the means of defence, and menaced
with the burning of their retreat, the latter accepted the condi-
tions offered, and—a part on the day hefore Pentecost, a part
after the services of that Sunday, one of the chief festivals of
the Reformed Church—they retired without arms, intending
to depart for more hospitable cities. Scarce, however, had the
last detachment left the walls, when the tocsin was sounded, and
their enemies, respecting none of their promises, involved them
in a horrible carnage. It was the opinion of the best informed
that in all three thousand persons perished on both sides dur-
ing the riot at Toulouse, of whom by far the greater number
were Huguenots. Even this effusion of blood was not sufficient.
The next day Montluc appeared in the city. And now, encour-
aged by his support, the Parliament of Toulouse initiated a sys-
tem of judicial inquiries which were summary in their character,
and rarely ended save in the condemnation of the accused.
Within three months two hundred persons were publicly exe-
cuted. The Protestant leader was quartered. The parliament
vindicated its orthodoxy by the expulsion of twenty-two coun-
sellors suspected of a leaning to the Reformation; and in-
- formers were allured by bribes, as well as frightened by eccle-
siastical menaces, in order that the harvest of confiscation might
be the greater.'
Such were the deeds which the Roman Catholics of southern
France have up to our times commeinorated by centenary cele-
brations;® sunch the pious achievements for which Blaise de

! De Thou, iii. 204; Hist. ecclés. des égl. ref., iii. 1-83.

? Even in 1762, Voltaire remonstrated against a jubilee to ¢ thank God for
four thousand murders.” Yeta century luter, in 1862, Monseigneur Desprez,
Archbishop of Toulouse, gave notice of the recurrence of the celebration in
these words : ‘‘ The Catholic Church always makes it a duty to recall, in the
succession of ages, the most remarkable events of its history—particalarly
those which belong to it in a special manner. It is thus that we are going to
oelebrate this year the jubilee commemorative of a glorious act acoomplished
among you three hundred years ago.” The archbishop was warm in his ad-
miration of the last centennial procesefon, ‘‘ at which were present all the
- persons of distinotion—the religious orders, the officiating minister under his
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Montlue received from Pope Pius the Fourth the most lavish
praise as a zealous defender of the Catholic faith.'

Meanwhile, about Paris and Orleans the war lagged. Both
sides were receiving reinforcements. The ban and rear-ban were
summoned in the king’s name, and a large part of the levies
joined Condé as the royal representative in preference to Na-
varre and the. triumvirate.® Charles the Ninth and Catharine
Forelgn . 18d consented to publish a declaration denying Condé’s
aoces sought. gllegation that they were held in duress.® The Guises
had sent abroad to Spain, to Germany, to the German cantons
of Switzerland, to Savoy, to the Pope. Philip, after the abun-
dant promises with which he had encouraged the French papists
to enter npon the war, was not quite sure whether he had better
answer the calls now made upon him. He was by no means con-
fident that the love of country of the French iight not, after all,
prove stronger than the discord engendered by their religious
differences, and their hatred of the Spaniard than their hatred of
their political rivals. ¢“Those stirrings,” writes Sir Thomas
Chaloner from Spain, “have here gevyn matter of great consul-
tation day by day to this king and counsaile. One wayes they
devise howe the Gwisans may be ayded and assisted by them,

canopy, the red robes, and the members of parliament pressing behind the-
university, the seneschal, the dourgevisie, and finally a company of soldiers.”

But the French government, not agreeing with the prelate in the propriety of

perpetuating the reminiscence, forbade the procession and all out-door solem-

nities, and declared *‘the celebration of a jubilee of the 16th to the 23d of

May next, enjoined by the Archbishop of Toulouse, to be nothing less than

the commemoration of a mournful and bloody episode of our ancient religious

discords.” See a letter from a correspondent of the New York Evening Post,

Paris, April 10, 1862.

! Papal brief of April 23, 1562 : ¢ Ista sunt vere catholico viro digna opera,
ista haud dubie divina sant beneficia. Agimus omnipotenti Deo gratias, qui
tam preeclaram tibi mentem dedit,” etc. Soldan, ii. 61.

? De Thou, iii. 149-151.

3 Ibid., iii. 143, April 7th.

4 Catharine de’ Medioi stated to Sir Harry Sydncy, the special English en-
voy, in May, 1562, that her son-in-law, the King of Spain, had offered Charles
thirty thousand foot and six thousand horse ‘‘ payd of his owne charge,” be-
sides what the Duke of Savoy and others were ready to furnish. Letter of
8idney and Throkmorton to Queen Elizabeth, May 8, 1562, M38S, State Paper
Office. Duc d’Aumale, Princes de Condé, Pidces justif., i. 863. :
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esteming for religion sake that the prevaylment of that syde
importithe them as the ball of theire eye. Another wayes they
stand in a jelousie whither theis nombers thus assembled in
Fraunce, may not possibly shake hands, and sett upon the Lowe
Countries or Navarre, both peecs, upon confidence of the peace,
now being disprovided of garisons. So ferfurthe as they here
repent the revocation of the Spanish bands owt of Flanders.

. . Soasin case the new bushops against the people’s
mynd shall need be enstalled, the Frenche had never such an
opertunyte as they perchauns should fynd at this instant.” ' To
the Duke of Wiirtemberg the Guises had induced Charles and
Catharine to write, throwing the blame of the civil war entirely
upon Condé ;* but Christopher, this time at least, had his eyes
wide open, and his reply was not only a pointed refusal to join
in the general crusade against the Calvinists, but a noble plea in
behalf of toleration and clemency.?

The Huguenots, on the other hand, had rather endeavored to
set themselves right in public estiination and to prepare the way
Queen Elim for future calls for assistance, than made any present -
Peth's aid in- requisitions. Elizabeth’s ambassador, Throkmorton,
voked: had been carefully instructed as to the danger that
overhung his mistress with all the rest of Protestant Christen-

.dom. He wrote to her that the plot was a general one, includ-
ing England. “It may please your Majesty the papists, within
these two days at Sens in Normandy, have slain and hurt two
hundred persons—men and women. Your Majesty may per-
ceive how dangerous it is to suffer papists that be of great heart
and enterprise to lift up their crests so high.” * In another des-
patch he warned her of her danger. ‘It standeth your Majesty
upon, for the conservation of your realm in the good terms it is
in (thanks be to God), to countenance the Protestants as much
as you may, until they be set afoot again, I mean in this realm ;
for here dependeth the great sway of that matter.”*

! 8ir T. Chaloner, ambassador in Spain, to 8ir Nicholas Thm
1, 1562, Haynes, State Papers, 882, 383.

? April 17th, Mém. de Condé, iii. 281-284.

3 May 15th and 16th, Mém. de Conds, iil. 284-287.
¢ Froude, History of England, vii. 404.
$ Throkmorton to the queen, April 1, 1562, State Paper Office.
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Cecil himself adopted the same views, and urged them upon
Elizabeth’s attention. Not succeeding in impressing her accord-
ol ar. ing to his wish, he resorted to extraordinary measures
gencysna  t0 cOmpass the end. He instructed Mundt, his agent

in Germany, to exert himself to induce the Protestant
princes to send “special messengers” to England and persuade
Elizabeth to join in “a confederacy of all parts professing the
Gospel.” In fact, the cunning secretary of state went even far-
ther, and dictated to Mundt just what he should write to the
queen. He was to tell her Majesty “that if she did not at-
tempt the furtherance of the Gospel in France, and the keeping
asunder of France and Spain, she would be in greater peril than
any other prince in Christendom,” for “the papist princes that
sought to draw her to their parts meant her subversion”—a
truth which, were she to be informed of by any of the German
princes, might have a salutary effect." But the vacillating queen
could not be induced as yet to take the same view, and needed
the offer of some tangible advantages to move her. No wonder
that Elizabeth’s policy halted. Every occurrence across the

channel was purposely misrepresented by the emissa-
mhse-om ries of Philip, and the open sympathizers of the Ro-

man Catholic party at the English court were almost
more numerous than the hearty Protestants. A. few weeks later,
a correspondent of Throkmorton wrote to him from home:
¢ Here are daily bruits giv