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PREFACE.

I HavE thought it practicable to bring within the compass
of this volume, in a not unreadable form, the most important
facts of Church History. On the question what it is wise to
insert in such a work, and what it is best to exclude, no two
persons would judge precisely alike. I must anticipate that
readers will occasionally be disappointed in seeking what they
do not find, or in finding what they may think it as well to
have left ont.

There are two particulars in which I have sought to make
the narrative specially serviceable. In the first place, the at-
tempt has been made to exhibit fully the relations of the his-
tory of Christianity and of the Church to contemporaneous
secular history. It has been common to dissect Church his-
tory out of the general history of mankind. To some extent
this process of division is required. Yet it must never be for-
gotten that they are really inseparable parts of one whole. I
have tried to bring out more distinctly than is usually done the
interaction of events and changes in the political sphere, with
the phenomena which belong more strictly to the ecclesiastical
and religious province. In the second place, it has seemed to
me possible to present a tolerably complete survey of the his-
tory of theological doctrine. It is true that compressed state-
ments must be made; but the important point is, not what
amount of space is occupied, but whether the exposition is clear
and exact.

There are two reasons, at least, why it is natural to feel
some diffidence in sending forth a work of this kind from the
press. One is the difficulty of traversing so wide a field with-
out falling into inaccuracies of more or less consequence. It is
pleasant to remember that—where there is painstaking and an
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intention to tell the truth—an author’s most lenient judges are
the historical students, who know by experience how difficult
it is to avoid errors. The other source of embarrassment is
the necessity of pronouncing judgment on so great a number
of persons, and on so many matters which are still more or less
in dispute. Fully sensible of the responsibility of such a task,
I can only say that I have fulfilled it with an honest desire to
avoid all unfairness. It has appeared to me better to express
frankly the conclusions to which my investigations have led
me, on a variety of topics where differences of opinion exist,
than to take refuge in ambiguity or silence. Something of the
dispassionate temper of an on-looker may be expected to result
from historical studies, if long pursued ; nor is this an evil, if
there is kept alive a warm sympathy with the spirit of holiness
and love, wherever it is manifest.

As this book is designed, not for technical students exclu.
sively, but for intelligent readers generally, the temptation to
enter into extended and minute discussions on perplexed or
controverted topics has been resisted. For example, as regards
the earliest organization of the Church, while I feel a strong
iterest in the inquiries which have been prosecuted lately by
Hatch, Adolf Harnack, Heinrici, Weizsicker, and others, rel-
ative to the presbyterial office and kindred topics, I have ab-
stained from recording any results which, as it appears to me,
still await satisfactory proof. With the conclusions of Light-
foot, in his Edition of Clement, and in his * Philippians,” I
concur at present, although I am ready for further light.

The plan of dispensing with foot-notes has prevented me
from making reference occasionally to modern writers on dif-
ferent portions of the subject, where it would have heen a
pleasure, if not an obligation, so to do. Besides Neander,
Gieseler, and the other masters, who have passed away, there
are numerous living scholars, in Great Britain as well as on the
Continent, to whom I can offer no tribute but that of silent
thankfulness from one engaged in the same studies with them-
selves. I will not deny myself, however, the satisfaction of
owning my not infrequent indebtedness to the writings of my
learned and esteemed friend, Dr. Schaff. Church History, like
the other sciences, has made no inconsiderable progress in the
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last fow decades. The publications of Banr and of other an-
thors of the Tiibingen school induced more exhaustive re-
searches into the early history of Christianity and the Church;
and these have corrected the exaggerations which grew out of
a bias of philosophical opinion and the undue fascination exer
cised by a plausible theory containing in it elements of truth.
The Tiibingen criticism threw light on the subjects which it
handled, but its best service was the indirect one of stimulat-
ing inquiry.

I have received important assistance in composing this book
from my pupil, Mr. Henry E. Bourne, who was graduated at
the Yale Divinity School the present year. On the basis of
manuscript notes of my lectures, at my request, and under my
supervision, he undertook to write out a number of chapters,
to be afterwards submitted to me for amendment. He more
than fulfilled his task, as well in regard to the contents as the
Jorm of these chapters; for he incorporated matter of much
value, derived from his own reading. I owe, moreover, to the
diligence of this promising young echolar the making of the
Index. .

My friend, Mr. William L. Kingsley, has once more given
me the benefit of his criticiems in the revisal of the proof-

sheets.
G. P. F.
Nzw HavEN, September 1, 1887,
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2 INTRODUCTION.

broke through the shell in which it was confined and for the time
protected. Having attained through him to its mature spiritual
form, it was ready to start on its career of conquest.

Jesus likened the external progress of Christianity in the future,
a8 it Iay before his mind, to the growth of a grain of mustard-seed.
It is the least of all seeds—a minute, insignificant germ ; but the
product of it overshadows every other garden plant, and becomes
a tree large enough for the birds to settle in its branches. This
parable points naturally to the territorial progress of Christianity
from land toland. The spiritual effect of Christianity, its powerto
transform the minds and hearts of men, and to renovate society,
Jesus compared to the operation of leaven ¢ hid in three meas-
ures of meal.” Under one or theother of these striking similes the
various aspects of Church history may all be grouped. From these
Divisionsot  points of view it may be studied. There is, first, the
s iy history of Christian missions. The gospel was a religion
slons. to be propagated. It was not “a cloistered virtue” to
be cherished in secret by a body of devotees. The injunction was
to preach it to every creature. Under this general topic of the
spread of Christianity falls the narrative of persecutions, or efforts
to suppress it, or to stay its progress, by force. There have been
three principal eras of missionary conquest. The first embraces the
conversion of the ancient Roman Empire to the Christian faith and
the downfall of heathenism within its borders. The second com-
prises the conversion of the uncivilized nations, especially those of
Teutonic blood, by which the empire of Rome was subverted, and
which were to become the standard-bearers of modern civilization.
The third includes the- modern missionary age, in particular the

last two centuries, which have witnessed a fresh outburst of mis-

sionary zeal. The second general topic is the history of Church
1% Pty polity. From the beginning Christians were united in

""" a visible society, with its own officers and methods of dis-
cipline. They have been connected together under different and
changing systems of organization. Thus from asimpler mode of ec-
clesiastical government an hierarchical polity grewup. Out of this
polity in Western Europe the papacy wasdeveloped. As aresult of
the Reformation new methods of Church government more in keep-
ing with its spirit were framed. The Church in the early centuries,
the various Christian bodies in later times, have stood in more or less
intimate relations to the state. Between civil government and the
Church there have been different degrees of union and separation,
and a reciprocal influence momentous in its effect. This relation of
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ecclesiastical to civil authority, and the phases through which it has
passed, is embraced under the present rubric. Thirdly, Christian.
ity was a doctrine. The teaching of its founders was
presented in authoritative sacred books. Hence, the-
ology gradually arose. The effort to formulate the gospel and to
construct a system of Christian truth began early, and it has never
been discontinued. In the course of it there have been earnest
studies and high debates within the Church, and numerous con-
flicts with persons and parties beyond its pale. Theologians have
labored to define Christianity, to repel attacks upon the Christian
faith, and to adjvst the teachings of the Bible to the conclusions
of philosophy and science. Thus the history of doctrine and of
the formation of creeds and confessions forms a distinct branch ot
IV. Christian DiStorical investigation. Fourthly, Christianity was a
s, practical system in its purpose and effect. It aimed to
mould anew the hearts and the lives of its adherents. It was far
more than a creed to be learned and recited. It was the source of a
new life in the soul. It set up moral standards for the regulation of
conduct. From it sprung new ethical rules, new habits, new social
customs. It shone upon the earth like the sun in the spring-time,
bringing softer breezes and verdure on the hill-sides. The entire
work of Christianity in respect to the practical life, as well as the
maxims and sentiments of its disciples from age to age, falls under
this department. Here is the place for considering the various
types of Christian experience that have arisen, and institutions, like
monssticism, an offshoot of devotional tendencies. Here belongs
the record of Christian charity. The generic topic is the Christian
life, in the comprehensive sense of the term. Finally, Christian-
ity created a distinct cultus—forms of worship peculiar to itself.
V.Cbristian These have not remained unaltered. They have expe-
woeship. rienced wide variations for better or for worse. Under
this division is treated the ritual of the Church in its different
branches, and in the successive ages. Among the particular topios
are Church architecture, ecclesiastical observances, liturgies, hymns,
and Church music.

The sum total of the historical effects of Christianity might thus
be comprehended under these five heads: Missions, Polity, Christ-
ian Doctrine, Christian Life, Christian Worship.

In narrating the life of an individual, we first take into view the
ciroumstances of time and place that surrounded him at his birth.
It is these that act upon him at the starting-point of his career,
and constitute the sphere in which he is to shape his course. We

IIL
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do the like in history, the biography of society. In recounting the
history of the Church, we pause at the threshold to survey the con-
The . dition of the world in the midst of which the Christian
S0 Churoh his religion had its origin. The child that was born in

) Bethlehem, in Judea, was the Son of Mary as well as the
Son of God. His mother was a Jewish maiden. He grew up in
the household of a Galilean carpenter. There lay back of him the
whole history of Israel. What he would do and what he would
suffer, what treatment awaited him and his followers, what method
of activity he and they would be moved to adopt, what special
form the community that he was to call into being would take—
these were questions which the conditions already ordained by
Providence would have their part in deciding. Whether a river,
when it leaves its fountain, shall spread over a wide surface, or
send its full current through a narrow gorge, whether its waters
shall flow smoothly on, or descend in a steep, tumultuous torrent,
depends on the configuration of the country through which its
path is appointed to run.

Chronological divisions in history should coincide with epochs
when extraordinary changes occurred. It is not definite quantities
Ohronologioat Of time, but turning-points in the course of events, that
divisions.  ghould determine the dividing lines. Church history
falls naturally into three principal eras—ancient, mediseval, and
modern. The ancient era comprises the history of Christianity in
the Greco-Roman world, prior to the fall of the Western Roman
Empire, and during the migrations and conquests of the Germanic
tribes. It terminates at the reconstitution of the empire of the
‘West under a Christian sovereign of German blood, Karl the Great,
called Charlemagne. The ancient era extends over the first eight
centuries. At the end of this era we find that the authority once
exercised by the Roman Ceesars has been transferred to the new
transalpine races, now allied to the Church of Rome, and linked
to the papacy, which has replaced the old imperial by a new
spiritual ascendency. Now begins the mediseval era, which extends
over the long interval from Charlemagne to Luther and the Prot-
estant Reformation, at the opening of the sixteenth century. Dur-
ing the Middle Ages, the Eastern Church, whose connection with
the Church of the West was gradually sundered, lay benumbed

under the despotic rule of the Byzantine emperors. A lethargy,

intellectual and moral, pervaded the Christian communities in the
East. In the West, on the contrary, this era was full of life and
energy, was fertile in changes. It. was signalized by the predomr
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inance of the Latin hierarchy and of the papacy, followed, however,
in the later centuries by a gradual undermining of papal authority.
At the Reformation, the dominion of the popes was thrown off by
the nations of Teutonic lineage ; the traditional creed was recon-
structed in the light of the Scriptures; doctrinal conflicts were
waged among the different Christian bodies ; & new epoch in cult-
ure and civilization appeared. Out of this change, in the process
of adjusting the relations of philosophy and science to religion,
earnest inquiries and controversies arose ; yet, at the same time,
the gospel revealed its latent energy as an instrument of political
and social reform, and the churches with a new zeal engaged in the
work of propagating the gospel among heathen nations. Such, in
brief, are the characteristics of the modern era, down to the pres-
ent time. (In general, the ages before the Reformation may be
described as the ecclesiastical period of Church history.) It is the
period when the polity, the ritual, the official personages, the entire
fabric of a complex ecclesiastical system, were more prominent.
On the other hand, in the recent era, other elements, including
the ethical side of Christianity, have advanced to the foreground.
This distinction holds good especially of the last two centuries, in
" contrast with the prevailing spirit of the Middle Ages.

Before making so extensive a journey it is well to sketch the
boundary lines of river and mountain with some particularity.
Division into  E8ch of the principal eras — ancient, mediseval, and
periods. modern—breaks into distinct sections. As we descend
the historic stream we arrive at intermediate points where the
channel turns in another direction or where the scenery assumes
a new aspect. The first subordinate period covers the interval
between the founding of the Church and the end of the Apostolic
age, or the close of the first century. From this date to the edict
of toleration, issued by Constantine in 318, the Church was a sect
in the Roman Empire, under the ban of the laws and enduring
at times severe persecution. Then its ascendency was assured;
it became the dominant religion in the Roman state. Within the
The 0id Cat- 1imits of this period, in the last years of the second cen-
etlo Chorch.  {ypy. there occurs another epoch, of less moment, to be
sure, yet of much importance. At this time we find that the Church
has drawn apart from heretical parties and has formed a more
compact organization under the episcopate, special honor and credit
being accorded to prominent sees of Apostolic origin, as pillars
of orthodoxy. Thus the Old Catholic, as distinguished from the
later Roman Catholic, Church emerges into being. In the interval
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from about 300 to 600, or from Constantine to Pope Gregory L,
Christianity as professed by the Church, and as defined through
oouncils, - presents itself as the acknowledged faith of the Roman
Empire, East and West. In the subsequent two centuries, from
600 to 800, or from Gregory L to Charlemagne, the gospel
is received by the Teutonic nations, over whom the sway of the
Church is established. In the three centuries that follow next, the
sway of the papacy is more and more built up in Western Europe.
They bring us to the advanced assertions of pontifical authority,
in the age of Hildebrand, or Gregory VIL, who became pope in
1073. He ushers in the flourishing era of papal domination,
which continues to the end of the thirteenth century, or to the
papal reign of Boniface VIIL, when its prestige and authority
began to wane. But even then two centuries elapsed before the
Protestant revolt began, centuries during which the forces that
produced that great revolt were slowly gathering. Thus we are
carried to the beginning of the sixteenth century. The age of the
Reformation was attended and followed by contests, both doctrinal
and political, down to the Peace of Westphalia in 1648, by which
the Thirty Years’ War was brought to an end. At about this date
may be placed the dawn of the recent period. It is characterized by
a new spirit in philosophy and culture, by discussions consequent
on the spread of scientific investigation, by debates on the founda-
tions of natural and revealed religion. It is characterized, also, by
the growth of Christian philanthropy, the progress of political and
social reform, and the fresh awakening of missionary effort.

The following is a summary view of the course of Church history, to which
corresponds the plan of the present work :—

PERIOD I. The Beginnings of Christianity, or the Apostolic Age, to A.D. 100.

PERIOD II. The Progress of Christianity until Constantine, A.D. 818.

PERIOD ITL. The Supremacy of the Church in the Roman World, to A.p. 580.

PERIOD IV. The Founding of the Church among the Germanic Nations,
to A.p. 800.

PERIOD V. The Growth of the Papacy : to the Pontificate of Gregory
VIIL., A.D. 1078,

PERIOD VL. The Full Sway of the Papacy in Western Europe: to the
Aocession of Pope Boniface VIII., A.p. 1204.

PERIOD VII. The Decline of the Papacy and Movements toward Reform :
to the posting of Luther’s Theses, A.D. 1517.

PeRrIOoD VIII. The Reformation, and confliots of the different Christian
bodies : to the Peace of Westphalia, A.D. 1648.

PERIOD IX. Changes and Conflicts consequent on a new era in Culture,
Philosophy, and Science ; Social Reform ; a New Stage of Missionary Com
quest : to the present time.
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THE ANCIENT ERA

PERIOD I
THE APOSTOLIC AGE (1-100).

CHAPTER 1
“THE STATB OF THE WORLD: THE GENTILE AND THE JEW.

TaE condition of the civilized nations at the birth of Christ was
propitious for the introduction and spread of a new religion, in its
Thetimes Dature adapted to all mankind. Under the sovereignty
propitious.  of Rome, beneath the shield of law and of a government
that enforced order, they were combined into one vast political
body. The world had experienced the benefit of two potent civil-
izing agencies, Greek culture and Roman sway. The old mytho-
logical religions, which sprung originally from a deifying of nature,
had fallen into decay and lost their hold on the intelligent class.
Nothing had arisen to fill the void thus created. The loss of faith,
as might be expected, engendered the two extremes of superstition
and infidelity, neither of them satisfying, and both repugnant to
the best minds. Philosophy had done an important work in enlarg-
ing and educating the intellect, but it had proved itself in the main
powerless to keep alive religious faith, to curb the passions, or to
provide hope and consolation in distress. *Having no hope and
without God in the world,” an Apostle’s description of the heathen
generally, was eminently true at this period. Meantime the whole
course of events which resulted in the upbuilding of imperial Rome
had produced and diffused abroad in the civilized nations a profli-
gacy which probably has had no parallel, before or since, in the
annals of the race. The loosening of the bonds of morality, the
prevalence of vice, not to dwell on the remorse and fears of con-
science that haunted souls not hardened in evil, could not fail to
awaken in many a sense of the need of a more effectual restraint
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than heathen worship, or Greek letters and philosophy, or Roman
civil l]aw could furnish. There was a craving, more or less ob-
scurely felt, for a new regenerating force that should enter with
life-giving efficacy into the heart of ancient society. The age was
ripe and ready for the incoming of such an epoch. “In the ful-
ness of time God sent forth his Son.”

When Christ was born, which was four years before the date
assigned in our calendar for the beginning of the Christian era, the
Theempire Roman world was governed by Augustus Cesar. His tri-
Z:'.,“;:"ﬁf’ umph over the republican leaders by whom his grand-
AD. M, uncle, Julius Csesar, had been slain, and his subsequent
naval victory, at Actium, over his colleague and rival, Mark Antony,
had made him undisputed master of the empire. His authority in
the capital and in the provinces was practically absolute, although
it was exercised under the forms of the extinct republic which the
earlier Cmear had subverted. The policy of Augustus was defen-
sive and peaceful It was aftér his reign, in the first century, that
Britain, which had been repeatedly invaded, was at last, in 85,
conquered as far as the friths of Scotland, and later still, in 106,
that Dacia, on the north of the Danube, became a province. The
Roman dominion extended from that river to the cataracts of the

; Nile and the desert of Africa on the south, and stretched eastward

from the Atlantic to the Euphrates. There was no defined boun-
dary between the regions of the East and of the West, whose dif-
fering characteristics had much to do afterwards in effecting the
political separation between them, and, later still, in dividing the
Greek from the Latin Church. The diffusion of political privileges,
including the boon of Roman citizenship, was gradually raising the
provinces to a common level, and converting Rome into the me-
tropolis, instead of the mistress, of the empire. Yet to be a Roman
citizen was still a coveted privilege among the subjects of the em-
peror, whether near or remote. It conferred important privileges.
It was a safeguard against various indignities and dangers. Nomi-
nally, at least, it made the possessor of it a member of the ruling
class in the state.

‘Whatever tended to break down the barriers of national and race

intinathx
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preservation of order, and the facilitating of intercourse, which the -
sway of Rome secured, the natural effect of it was to evoke a feeling
of unity. The system of Roman law, administered wherever there
were Roman citizens, was an educating influence of a like tendency.

The mutual influence of the Greeks and Latins, and the united
effect of the Greek and Latin languages and culture, not only en-
The Greeks  18rged and enriched the minds of men, but also served to
andthelatins. form a groundwork of intellectual and moral sympathy.
Among all. the peoples that have appeared on the stage of history
the Greeks are the most eminent for literary and artistic genius.
Their wonderful creations in literature, science, philosophy, and art
were fast becoming the common property of the nations. It was
the reasonable boast of Plato, that while other races, as the Phoe-
nicians, had been devoted to money-making, the Greeks, in intel-
lectual power and achievement, excelled them all. Greek letters
were widely disseminated in the East by the conquests of Alexander.
To him the populous and prosperous city of Alexandria in Egypt,
which was planted in 332 B.c., owed its foundation. Alexandria
became & flourishing seat of Greek learning, a centre where the
streams of Hellenic and Oriental culture were mingled. A rival
city, in rank the second city in the East, was Antioch in Syria,
founded, in 300 =.c., by Seleucus Nicator. The fall of Greek liberty
and the subjugation of Greece by the Romans gave an additional
impetus to the spread of the Greek population in all quarters. In
early times their settlements had been scattered along the coasts
and on the islands of the Mediterranean. Greek at length grew to
be the language of commerce, the vehicle of polite intercourse, and
a common medium of communication through all the eastern por-
tion of the empire. The Latin tongue, the language of Roman
officials and of the Roman legions, was carried wherever Roman
conquests and colonies went. West of the Adriatic, especially in
Italy, Gaul, Spain, and North Africa, it prevailed as the Greek pre-
vailed elsewhere.

Under the reign of Augustus an increased stimulus was given to
travel and intercourse between different parts of the Roman world.
Traveana There were journeys of civil and military officers, and the
intercourse.  marching of legions from one place to another. Piracy
had been suppressed, and now that peace was established there was
a vast increase of trade and commerce, in which the Jews every-
where took an active part. There was much travelling for health
and for pleasure. Roman youth studied at Athens and visited the
antiquities of Egypt and of the East. Provincials were eager to
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see Rome. From curiosity, to get employment or largesses, to buy
and to sell, to find or to furnish amusement, they flocked to the
capital.

As all religions were national, when the independence of a na-
tion broke down, a shock was necessarily given to religious faith.
Diffusion ot Where were the gods that they did not shield and rescue
skoptictam.  their worshippers? The mingling of so many diverse
systems of religion, with their motley varieties of ritual, tended to
undermine the credence which they had attracted from their vota-
ries. Still more, the expansion of intellect, the observation of nat-
ure, reflection, and philosophy inspired disbelief in the mythological
legends and ideas. Greek skepticism spread through the Roman
educated classes. Cultivated men wondered that soothsayers who
chanced to meet, could look one another in the face without laugh-
ing. Roman officials whose office it was to superintend religious
rites, in private treated them, and the imaginary divinities in
whose honor they were solemnly practised, with derision. This
disbelief among the educated often extended to the essential truths
of natural religion, such as the existence of God and the future life.
‘Where these truths were defended, writers, as in the case of Cicero,
frequently made no reference to them in the exigencies where an
earnest faith would have been likely to express itself.

The ancient philosophy may be contemplated from two points
of view, either as comprising attempts to answer hard questions, to
The anciens  BC1V@ problems respecting the universe, man and his
philosophy :its destiny, or as & means of practical guidance and solace.

Socrates was the founder of philosophy in its higher
departments. With the exception of Pythagoras (680-5600 ».c.), &
mystic and ascetic, not without elevated ideas, the earlier specula-
tion dealt exclusively with physics or natural philosophy. With
Socrates (469-399 .B.c.) the soul was the absorbing theme, virtue
and moral improvement the prime objects of attention. He
asserted theism, divine government and providence, the supreme
obligation to obey conscience, the guilt and folly of unrighteousness.
He believed, though not without a mixture of doubt, in personal
immortality ; but he shared in the common faith in a multiplicity
of divinities, and laid too great stress on knowledge or intellectual
insight as a necessary ingredient of virtue. By the earnestness and
nobleness of his teaching, enforced by the serenity with which he
endured death as a martyr, he exerted a powerful and lasting in-
fluence. The two main systems that sprung up on the basis of
his doctrine were those of Plato (429-348 mc.) and of Aristotle




1-100. THE STATE OF THE WORLD. 11

The lofty, spiritual character of Plato’s philosophy is congenial with
the tone of the gospel. He was a theist, but with the qualification
that he not only held matter to be eternal, but also believed in a
realm of “ideas,” the patterns or archetypes of all realities, and
existing side by side with the Deity. Virtue he defined to be like-
ness to God according to the measure of human ability. Like the
other philosophers, however, he could present no adequate concep-
tion of God, knew of no form of human association or brotherhood
except the State, and made the highést good accessible only to
the more gifted in intellect. Aristotle (384322 B.c.) was a theist,
conceiving of God as the first cause of motion, as absorbed in self-
contemplation, and with a personality incomplete and obscure.
His mastery is chiefly seen in the discussion of practical morals,
but especially in the various sciences which stand in no vital rela-
tion to religion. After Aristotle, speculative thought declined. In
Phiosopy  Philosophy, the spirit of individualism gained ground ;
after Aristotle. the State was no longer held to comprehend all the good
possible to man ; there was a broader outlook on humanity, and a
quest for inward strength and peace amid all the mutations of the
world. The two main systems that emerged were the Epicurean
and the Stoic. The disciples of Epicurus (342-270 B.c.) made
happiness the end and aim of life, and identified virtue with pru-
dence in the pursuit of it. They admitted the existence of the
gods, but denied that they take any interest in the affairs of the
world. The Cynics, the followers of Antisthenes (c. 366 B.c.), pre-
sented a caricature of the doctrine of Socrates by carrying the low
esteem of outward good to the extreme of contempt, and of disdain
of the ordinary comforts of life. Diogenes (412-323 B.0c.), whom
Plato described as Socrates gone mad, and whose coarse austerities
gaverise to the story that he had made his abode in a tub or cask,
was a great light in this sect. The Stoics did not copy the ex-
travagance of the Cynics, their forerunners. Zeno (8568-260 B.c.)
and Chrysippus (280-207 n.c.), the founders of the Stoic sect, de-
clared virtue to be the supreme good. To live according to nature,
was their chief maxim. Reason was to dominate in the soul; all
rebellious emotions were to be subdued. The individual is to
acquiesce in whatever occurs, without an inward murmur. The
apathy of the Stoic is not a mere passive mood ; it is an active,
willing resignation. An impersonal fate rules all, but the course
of things is according to reason and law. The world runs through
a oycle; fire is the primary element, and all things will end in a
final conflagration. The sage, from the serene height of his self-
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control, looks with tranquillity on whatever may take place. In
_the later Stoics, the harsh features of the system were softened.
The Stoic idea of a brotherhood of mankind is impressively set
Later forth by Epictetus (c. 50-c. 120). Marcus Aurelius (121~
Stolcism.  180) stands on the same lofty plane ; and in Seneca (c. 3
B.c.—66 A.p.), the tutor of Nero, the personality 6f God and the reality
of a future life are distinctly recognized, while in various precepts
this philosopher breathes a humane spirit akin to the gospel. The
Stoic philosophy offered no satisfactory view of the universe and of
its design. As a practical system, it lacked humility, and, in its
unadulterated form, hardened the heart ; but it had no small in-
fluence in diffusing abroad the idea of mankind as forming a single
community. In its later influence, it mitigated the severity of
Bervimot ~ Roman law. On the whole, the ancient philosophy did
Pollosophy: g work resembling in some degree that of the Old
Phases. Testament law, in training the conscience. It kindled
aspirations—for example, the yearning for a more intimate com-
munion of mankind—which only the kingdom of God could meet.
In this respect it was unconsciously prophetic. But philosophy, in
the age when the gospel appeared, in the hands of the new Platonic
school, had lapsed into pantheism. There was an eclectic tendency,
a disposition to cull fragments of doctrine here and there, and to
amalgamate systems with one another, just as there was a prevailing
drift towards what is called syncretism in religion—the combination
of elements drawn from the creeds and cults of different nations.

The state of morals in the Augustan age is depicted in as dark
colors by Seneca as by Paul. Licentiousness and cruelty, the char-
Stats of acteristic vices of ancient society, had been fostered by
morals. certain forms of heathen religion. The immoral tales of
Greek mythology had been stigmatized as baneful to youth by
Plato and Aristotle. By the downfall of liberty, and by intestine
strife, Greek social life was demoralized. * The individual had
begun to draw away more and more from the State,” and sunk
morally to the position of “a man without a country.” Roman
virtue gave way under the temptations to luxury and sensuality
that followed upon the conquest of Greece and the plunder of the
- o 0T ’ s infected with the
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boundless opportunities for sensual indulgence. Slaves, both in
city and country, were often treated with extreme rigor. Infanti-
cide was freely tolerated and practised. In the favorite Roman
amusements, the stage, the circus, and the amphitheatre, the deg-
radation of morals is most apparent. The stage became a school
of vice and corruption. The taste for gladiatorial combats daily in-
creased. In Romeand in other principal cities of the empire, multi-
tudes of both sexes and of every age assembled to witness the bloody
contests of men with wild beasts, and of human combatants with
one another. The civil wars which, with occasional intervals, had
raged from the conflict of Sulla and Marius to the triumph of Au-
gustus had not only entailed unspeakable suffering upon the coun-

tries desolated by them, but had done much to break
#2.0-342 yp habits of industry and morality. The picture of
ancient society, even at that epoch, has a brighter as well as a
darker side. On the whole, however, the state of things was far
from being hopeful. No remedy could be discerned for the reign-
ing evils. Consequently, not a few minds were afflicted with de-
spondency. It is remarkable that in the wreck of traditional be-
liefs, and in the vague yearning for an anchor in the dark and
troubled sea, many were inclined to turn their eyes to the East,
the seat of ancient, mysterious religions, in the hope of finding
there light and help. At this crisis in the world’s history, the
Saviour was born. -

Philosophy, science, culture, in the broad sense of the term, are
the gift of the Greeks to mankind ; law and civil polity are a legacy
from the Romans ; but  salvation is of the Jews.” They
had been of old conscious of a spiritual eminence among
the nations of the earth. * For what great nation is there that hath
a god 80 nigh unto them as the Lord our God is whensoever we call
upon him ? And what great nation is there that hath statutes and
judgments so righteous as all this law?”' Nor had they lost the
sense of a high spiritual office that belonged to them in relation to
the rest of mankind. But their national independence was gone
forever. They had been swallowed up in the wide-spread * mon-
S o0n. archy of the Mediterranean.” From the tfme of Hyr-

canus IL, the last of the Maccabean rulers, they had

o been subject to the Romans. By their will and consent,
: Herod, the son of Antipater, an Idumean proselyte, wag
made king. When Herod, an able ruler but a tyrant, died, his king-

The Joews.

1 Deut. iv. 7, 8 (Revised Version).'
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dom was parcelled out among his three sons. Of these, after ten
¢nc-6ap Jyears, Archelaus tetrarch of Judea was dethroned, and
sa.p.  banished to Vienne. Then Judea was annexed to the
28-%4.0. province of Syria, and ruled by procurators, one of whom
@4 ap.  was Pontius Pilate. Later, for a short time, the domin-
ions of Herod were united under his grandson, Herod Agrippa L
At his death all Palestine was placed under procurators subordinate
to the imperial governor of Syria.

Judea was the hearth-stone of the whole Jewish race, and con-
tained within it the sanctuary to which Jews resorted at the great
The Jewisn  eligious festivals. Jews were found in large numbers in
Disspora.  almost all parts of the empire. A multitude of exiles
had planted themselves permanently in Babylonia, instead of re-
turning to Jerusalem with the caravans that followed Ezra (467 B.c.)
and Nehemiah (444 B.c.). In Alexandria and its neighborhood they
numbered not less than a million. Under the Ptolemies the Old
Testament had been rendered into Greek (c. 250 m.c.), and this
version, called the Septuagint, was in general use among the
Hellenists, or Jews of the Dispersion, beyond the limits of Palestine.
In Antioch and in other places in Syria, in the numerous cities
of Asia Minor, in Cyprus, Crete, and other islands of the Mediter-
ranean, in the cities of Greece, in Illyricum, in Rome and in other
towns of Italy, Jews had settled in large numbers. They followed
the example of the Pheenicians : wherever there was a prospect of
gain through trade and commerce, Jewish merchants swarmed.

Since the days of the Babylonian exile, when their political
independence was extinguished, never to be regained except dur-
Perod ot the iDg the interval after the Maccabean revolt (142-61 s.c.),
blerooracy.  the Jews had clung to their faith and worship with an
unyielding tenacity. The loss of political unity had the effect to
tighten the bands of race and of religion. The period of the
prophets—the ninth and eighth centuries B.c., when, in the conflict
with idolatry, and in the trials and perils of foreign invasion, the
faith of Israel had burst forth like a flame of fire—the period of
Elijah and Elisha, of Hosea and Amos, of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekiel, had gone by. From the time of Ezra and the rebuilding
of the temple, the law with its strictly defined ritual was in full
force, and the priesthood had supreme control. This is termed the
period of the hagiocracy or hierocracy—the age of sacerdotal
rule. Even the Samaritans, the worshippers on Mount Gerizim,
although they accepted the Pentateuch, were yet, as being of a
mixed race, considered aliens and heretics. The steadfast resist-
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ance to Gentile error and corruption was maintained by the Phari-
sees, who, with the Sadducees, formed the two principal parties.
The Phari-  They were parties, and not sects in the modern sense.
et toed The Pharisees, the “ Separated,” were the representa-
Kosanes. tives of the strictest orthodoxy. They clung not only to
the law, but also to the great body of traditional interpretation
which had gathered about it. Mixed with their formalism was an
intense, fanatical patriotism. They naturally tended to casuistry
and quibbling, which gave rise to hypocrisy, and too often con-
nected itself with a spirit of selfish greed and with joy in the repu-
tation of sanctity. The Sadducees, so named from Zadok, a high-
priest in the time of David, were composed mainly of the priestly
nobility. The high sacerdotal offices were generally in their
hands. They were not so hostile to foreigners and foreign influ-
ence. They ascribed normal authority to the law of the Pentateuch
alone. They were infected with a rationalistic spirit, had no sym-
pathy with the prevalent Messianic hopes, and disbelieved in the
doctrine of the resurrection. Both parties were represented in
the Sanhedrim, the great court or council, invested with judicial
functions, having its seat at Jerusalem. In connection with the
Pharisees stood the Secribes, the teachers and copyists of the sacred
books. A third party, which may properly be called a sect, were
the Essenes, numbering a few thousands. They dwelt chiefly in
village communities, eastward of Jerusalem, towards the Dead Sca.
Their strict organization, their mingling of manual labor with ex-
ercises of devotion, their renunciation of marriage and of property
apart from the common stock, their methodical discipline with its
fixed round of employments, gave them a resemblance to monastic
societies or brotherhoods of a later date. The abjuring of sacrifices,
and the invocation, in some obecur> way, of the sun, were among
Alexandrian  their principal differences from orthodox Judaism. Out-
Judslem.  gide of Palestine, at Alexandria, arose a peculiar type of
Jewish theology, in which the Platonic philosophy was curiously
blended with Old Testament teaching. This was accomplished
through the allegorical interpretation of the Scriptures. At Alex-
andria the books which we call apocryphal were taken up into the
Old Testament canon. One of them, The Wisdom of Solomon, was
written to commend the Alexandrian theology to the
Jews of Palestine. The principal expounder of the Alex-
andrian Jewish philosophy was Philo, who was born about 20 B.c.
The centres of Jewish instruction and worship were the syna-
gogues, which sprung up during and after the Exile. They were

Phdlo.
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found not only in Palestine, but also in all the towns of the Roman
Empire of any considerable size, where Jews resided. The build-
Thesyns- iDg8 Were plain, rectangular edifices, either placed on
wogues. an eminence or marked by a pole rising from the roof.
The synagogues were under the management of “elders.” In them,
on the Sabbath, all faithful Jews met for prayer, and to hear and
to study the law.

Although the Jews were hated for their exclusiveness, their zeal
in making proselytes to their religion was attended, as the heathen
writers attest, with great success. The proselytes were
of two classes—* proselytes of righteousness,” who were
circumcised and acquired all, or nearly all, the privileges of a
born Israelite, and “ proselytes of the gate.” These last were ad-
mitted to certain privileges on the condition of obeying what were
called the seven Noachian precepts, which comprised the prohibi-
tion .of uncleanness, of idolatry, and of the eating of “flesh with
the blood thereof.”

In this way monotheistic faith and worship had been planted
in the Roman provinces and beyond their borders. Along with
The Messlanic their immovable faith and their intense devotion to the
hope. law, the Jews in general looked for the coming of the
day when the relation of ruler and subject would be reversed.
They longed for the hour when they would be delivered from the
galling yoke of foreign rule, and when dominion would be trans-
ferred to Jehovah’s chosen people. The current interpretations of
prophecy varied in form, and were more or less spiritual in their
tenor. But the prevalent hope was of a political Messiah, who
would throw off the hateful Roman domination, and give victory,
and with it rest and comfort, to Israel. His throne was to be
erected at Jerusalem. To the temple on Mount Zion all nations
were to bring their gifts and oblations

Proselytes.



CHAPTER II.
THE FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH.

Tax major part of the Jewish people were pining for deliverance
from Roman tyranny. A few yearned for a more spiritual blessing .
Jonnthe  —for peace of conscience and purity of heart, which the
Baptist. Messiah would bring to them. In this state of things
there occurred a new and grand outburst of the spirit of prophecy,
the final epoch in the progress of divine revelation. A great ex-
citement was kindled by the preaching of John the Baptist, a
prophet who in his stern and fearless spirit, as well as in his rough
garb and austere mcde of life, brought to mind his precursor, the
ancient Elijah. In the wild and thinly settled region west of the
Jordan he proclaimed to the awe-struck multitude, who flocked to
hear him, the speedy advent of the Lord, and exhorted them to
repentance. One of those who presented themselves for baptism
was Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Mary, whose husband was Joseph. .
John would fain have declined to baptize him, and pointed him
out as the predicted Messiah. Some of the disciples of the Baptist
Mimisryot attached themselves to Jesus. Beginning at that time,
Jess. the ministry of Christ continued for three and a half
years, partly in Galilee, and in part, especially towards the end, in
Jerusalem and its neighborhood. The common people were deeply
moved by his teaching, for he spoke as one having authority, out
of a deep well of spiritual intuition, and as one in intimate com-
munion with God, by whom he declared himself to be sent. They
were startled and impressed by his miracles of healing, and by other
manifestations of supernatural power and of tender sympathy with
human distress. But when he refused to countenance their long-
ing for a violent revolution and for a temporal kingdom, they were
easily persuaded to turn against him. At the same time, the
Pharisees, stung by his unsparing exposure of their hypocrisy and
spiritual pride, and dreading the overthrow of their influence, con-
spired to destroy him. The combination of leaders and populace
resulted in his seizure, his arraignment before Caiaphas and Pilate,

2 4



18 THE APOSTOLIC AGE. [PzriOD 1

and his crucifixion. He had looked forward to this result. He
had watched the thickening cloud of envy and hatred which por-
tended the storm that was to burst on his head. At the last, over-
whelmed with sorrow, he neither yielded to distrust nor gave way
to despair. Nor could his love be overcome by the blindness and
‘malignity of those to whom he came to minister. He knew that
notwithstanding his death, and even by means of it, the purpose
of the Father to save the world through him would be accom-
plished. It was expected that his ignominious death as a criminal
would be the extinction of his cause. His immediate followers,
despite his attempts to prepare them for the catastrophe, were
struck with sorrow and dismay. But an event soon occurred that
raised them from their despondency, and inspired them, one and
all, with joy and courage. On the third day after his death, and
afterwards in a series of interviews, running through a definite pe-
riod, he manifested himself alive to them, under circumstances that
dispelled the doubts of the most incredulous man among them as
to the reality of his resurrection. Their immovable faith in this
fact was the basis of their preaching. It nerved them to endure
ostracism and death. It lies at the foundation of Christianity as a
power in the world’s history. After his final departure out of their
sight, the disciples at Jerusalem, in number about one hundred and
twenty, met together. Among them were Mary the mother of
Jesus, and also his four brothers, whose disbelief had probably
been vanquished by the evident fact of his resurrection. With
Theeleven them were the eleven—Peter, the brothers John and
aod Matthiss. James, Andrew the brother of Peter, Philip and Thomas,
Nathanael, also called Bartholomew, Matthew, James the son of
Alpheeus, Simon, who before his call by Jesus had belonged to the
faction of Zealots, fierce champions of the Mosaic ritual, and Judas
the son of a James not otherwise known. All the twelve were Gali-
leans except Judas Iscariot, or Judas of Kerioth, a place in Judea.
On the lists of the Apostles’ the name of Peter stands first. A cer-
tain precedence, not as implying rule, but conferred for his qualitieg
as a leader, is given him by Jesus himself. Impulsive, impetuous,
warm-hearted, he might falter under a sudden onset of temptation,
but speedy penitence followed upon error. In the early period
of Apostolic history he is foremost in the Apostolic company. At
one of the meetings where the one hundred and twenty were all
gathered, it was on the proposal of Peter that a certain Matthias,

! Matt. x. 2-4; Actsi. 18; Matt. xvi. 18; Luke xxii. 32; John xxi. 15-18
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who had been one of the companions of Christ, was appointed in
the room of Judas the Betrayer, to be associated with the eleven
as a witness of the Lord’s resurrection. On the fiftieth day after
the Passover and the crucifixion, on an occasion when the body
of disciples were assembled together, startling and impressive
tokens appeared of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.
These were miraculous manifestations. Beyond these it was the
permanent indwelling of the Spirit in the souls of believers, as an
illuminating and sanctifying power, that united them in one body.
With the day of Pentecost the career of the “Church militant”
fairly begins. The fervor of the Apostles, who have now cast off
Day ot Pente- their timidity, produces a powerful effect on the throng
assembled at the festival from all quarters." The speak-
ing with tongues, according to Luke’s account, went beyond the
glowing, ecstatic utterances that are described under the same
name as occurring later in the Apostolic churches. It was a prel
ide to a thrilling discourse of Peter, in which the guilt of putting
to death the Messiah was charged with piercing emphasis upon his
hearers, and the resurrection of Jesus and his reign on high were
proclaimed. Thus the Apostles began, through their chief spokes-
man, to give their testimony to the world. A great number—ac-
cording to Luke’s statement, about three thousand—were moved
by Peter’s exhortation to profess repentance and to receive bap-
tism.
The Apostles and the other disciples were Jews who believed
that the Messiah had come, had died, had risen, and ascended, and
The Church would again appear in a visible form. As devout Jews

e mia: they resorted to the temple, and kept up all the legal

smigned.  ohgervances of the Mosaic ritual. But they formed
together a brotherhood, in cordial fellowship. Their converts
multiplied. The commotion caused by the miraculous healing of
a cripple at a door of the temple led to the bringing of Peter and
John before the Sanhedrim. The unabashed courage of these un-
lettered men excited amazement in that tribunal. It was judged
expedient to dismiss them with a prohibition to teach in the name
of Jesus, which, however, they did not obey." The increase of the
popular commotion and the spread of it beyond the limits of
the city caused a second arraignment of Peter and Jobn. On this
oocasion the Sadducees in the council showed special hostility,
which was held in check by the temperate and politic advice given

1 Acts ii. 6-14. ? Aots iv. 18-81
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by the Pharisaic doctor, Gamaliel.' The Apostles were scourged and
again forbidden to preach ; but they were set free. It is plain that
the comparatively peaceful course of things could last only until the
disciples should be recognized asa distinct community. A step in
this direction was taken in consequence of complaints of neglect in
the distribution of alms, that came from the Hellenistic Jewish con-
Appointment Verts. This resulted in the appointment of a class of
of deacons: ' officers called deacons, to look after the poor. The suc-

, martyniom of

Stephen.  cegs of one of them, Stephen, in his appeals to the Helle-
nists, his victories in oral debate, and especially the manner in
which he set forth the universality of the gospel—which was con-
strued into an attack on the Mosaic system as destined to pass
away—roused bitter indignation. Dragged before the Sanhe-
drim, and summoned to answer his accusers, he went over in a
rapid review the whole Jewish history, and broke out at length in
a burning denunciation of the crimes that had reached their climax
in the murder of the Righteous One. In a frenzy of rage the
crowd would hear no more, but hurried him beyond the limits of
the city, where he was stoned to death, with his last breath im-
ploring the pardon of his murderers.

The murder of Stephen made an epoch in the history of the
infant Church. It was the signal for a persecution that drove
Couversoo ot the disciples from Jerusalem and dispersed them in the
besthen.  peighboring districts. The Apostles alone remained in
the city in some place of safety ; for inasmuch as Jerusalem was
regarded by them as the centre of the new community and king-
dom, it would not be right or seemly for them to forsake it. One of
Oonvertain  the deacons, Philip, probably a Hellenist, made converts
Samarlai  in a city of Samaria. In Samaria, good seed had been
5-%. sown by Jesus himself. Peter and John visited them, and
laid their hands on them. They received thus the special gifts of
the Spirit. It was these miraculous gifts that Simon Magus desired
Ooaversion ot 0 purchase. There followed the conversion and baptism
the euntoh;  of the chamberlain of the Queen of Meroe, whose capi-
683, tal was at Napata on the Nile. This convert was, not im-
probably, a proselyte of the gate. It was disclosed to the mind of
Peter, through circumstances connected with the conversion of Cor-
nelius, a Roman centurion, and a few of his friends,” that the gospel
might be a means of salvation for Gentiles as well as for the circum«
cised ; and in this proceeding of the Apostle the brethren at Jera
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salem, after requiring an explanation, acquiesced.' Other Helle-
nistic disciples of Cyprus and Cyrene preached with much success
to the “Grecians”—that is, the heathen. In Antioch in Syriaa
nucleus was established for this class of disciples, and ,Barnabas,
himself a native of Cyprus, and a person of consideration in the
Church at Jerusalem, was sent there to look after this new move-
ment.’ '

The most memorable event in relation to the carrying of the
gospel beyond the lines of Judaism was the conversion of Saul of
Coaversionot L8r8us, or Paul, a name which he probably adopted as a
Paul, 35 40. Roman citizen. He belonged to a Jewish family, al-
though his father was possessed of the rights of Roman citizenship.
Tarsus was  cultivated city and a prominent seat of Stoic phi-
losophy ; yet Paul's training was exclusively Jewish." A scrap
here or there from a heathen author, which had probably become
a current saying, does not indicate that he had read the classical
writers. He was brought up as a rigid Pharisee, and sent to Jeru-
salem, where he had a married sister, to be trained in the school
of Gamaliel for the office of rabbi. He had learned the trade of a
tent-maker, on which he depended for support. He was an approv-
ing spectator of the slaying of Stephen,* and enlisted with fanatical
industry in the work of persecuting the disciples. It was while
engaged in this cruel business, in the full assurance that it was a
religious and meritorious work, that, on the road to Damascus, it
pleased God “to reveal his Son” to him that he “ might preach
him among the heathen.”* The next three years he spent in Arabia,*
whether passing the time mostly in active labors, or chiefly in re-
tirement, we have no means of knowing. He returned to Damas-
cus, then governed by the Arabian king, Aretas; but the hostility of
the Jews compelled him to fly from that city.” Then followed (38
A.n.) a visit of fourteen days to Peter at Jerusalem, where Paul also
met James the brother of the Lord.* After a sojourn at Tarsus he
repaired to Antioch (43 o.p.), at the solicitation of Barnabas,’ to lend
his help in the work which was going forward there in connection
with the fast-growing Gentile Church. About this time (44 A.n.)
ocourred the martyrdom of James, the brother of John, who was
killed by the order of Herod Agrippa,' from whose hands Peter,

! Acts xi. 1-18, ? Acts xi. 23.
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who had been imprisoned by him, was delivered. Thenceforward
James, the Lord’s brother—not one of the twelve, but having virtu-
ally the standing of an Apostle—takes the lead in the affairs of the
Jerusalem Church.

The strength and zeal of the Antioch Christian society are shown

in the sending forth of Paul and Barnabas, with Mark, a cousin of

Barnabas, for their companion for a part of the way, on
53‘"TEW. a preaching tour' in the eastern districts of Asia Minor.
ney of Faul.  pirst they visited Cyprus, where Sergius Paulus, the pro-
consul, was converted. Thence they sailed to the mouth of the Ces-
trus, on the.coast of Pamphylia, near Perga ; from Perga they pro-
ceeded to Antioch in Pisidia, and from there eastward to Iconium, and
as far as Lystra and Derbe in Lycaonia. Retracing their steps, they
came back to Attalia, and sailed directly to Antioch. Wherever the
missionaries went a commotion was excited. The hostility of the
Jews was stirred up, especially by the Apostles’ offer of salvation,
through the gospel, to the Gentiles. In some places the heathen
were persuaded by the Jews to join in the assaults made on the
preachers. But numerous converts were won and churches were
organized. This was the first incursion of Paul into the domain of
heathenism.

The third visit of Paul to Jerusalem—a second visit had taken
place to carry alms to the Judean brethren *—was an event of mo-
Theoonter. MMeDtOUS importance in the development of the Church
mosatjew and in t.he history of Christianity. It was necessary t?mt

the Antioch teachers should come to an understanding
with the Apostles and the Church at Jerusalem respecting the
heathen converts and their relation to the Mosaic law. That the
Messiah’s kingdom was to comprehend the Gentiles was assumed on
all hands. But the heathen converts were multiplying. Meantime
there had been an accession of members to the Jerusalem Church,
among whom were converted Pharisees,’ who carried into the Chris-
tian society a stubborn attachment to the legal observances. What
was the meaning of the Old Testament promises, what was to be-
come of Jewish precedence in the Messiah’s kingdom, what was the
use in being a Jew if the heathen were to come in without first
becoming Israelites in the manner ordained by the law of Moses ?
By no definite teaching had Jesus explained what shape the new
kingdom was to take. He had himself observed, not in a servile
spirit, yet faithfully, the ceremonies prescribed in the law. His

! Aots xiii. 1-xiv. 28. ? Acts xi. 29, 30. * Acts xv, 5.
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personal labors had been among “ the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” What he said of the spiritual nature of religion, of the
folly of placing merit in external rites, of himself as superior to the
Sabbath and the temple, of the higher type of worship that he had
come to introduce, of faith in him as the one thing essential, con-
tained the seeds of the destruction of the Jewish ceremonial system.
Through his death and his rising to a heavenly life and a spiritual
throne, its office was fulfilled. It was historically undermined ; but
it was left to time, under the enlightening influence of the Spirit
and of the lessons of Providencs, to effect its downfall.

More resolutely than any other, Paul insisted on the free and
universal nature of the gospel. He, like the Apostles at Jerusalem,
first carried the good tidingd to his own countrymen. But when,
in the places which he visited, they met the call to believe in Jesus
with a scornful rejection, he turned to the Gentiles, by whom the
gospel was welcomed. The offer of salvation to them was not to
be loaded with the condition that they should take on them the
yoke of the law, and by circumcision enter within the fold of
Judaism. Cornelius and other individuals had been recognized as
brethren without submission to this rite ; but they were few in
number, and the circumstances were peculiar. It was another
question when whole communities were springing up, in which the
characteristic rites were not required to be observed. That there
should be perplexity and hesitation among the Jewish Christians,
who hoped for the conversion of their countrymen as a body, was
natural. There were symptoms of a grave conflict.

The threatened division was averted. Paul and Barnabas had
first a private conference on the subject with the Apostles,’ and
Panland the then met the Jerusalem Church as a body.® The Jeru-
Thres. salem leaders, Peter, James, and John, had no fault to
find with Paul's teaching. When they saw what success had at-
tended him, they gave to him and his associate the right hand of
fellowship, and bade them God-speed. The great argument for
catholicity, be it observed, was the same as that which had convinced
Peter in the affair of Cornelius. It was plain that the Spirit of
God had followed the preaching of Paul: the good fruits were
apparent. No dogmatic theory could stand in the way of such
unanswerable facts. The verdict of Heaven had been given. The
reason then assigned for fellowship with Paul is a motive to
catholicity, and a standing rebuke of narrowness, for all time. The

S0l 11, 2 0q. * Acts xv. 4-29. 3 @al ii. 6.
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demand of judaizers that Titus, one of Paul's companions, who was
of Greek parentage, should be circumcised, the Apostle absolutely
refused to comply with. The case of Timothy, whose mother was
a Jewess, was different. In this case, which occurred later, no
principle was at stake : the rights of Gentile believers were not
involved. In the conference of the Antioch teachers with the Jeru-
salem Church, Peter—as might be expected, in view of the light
which he had previously received—spoke on the side of free-
dom. James followed with an approval of what he had said, quot-
ing in support of Peter’s opinion a passage from the prophet
Amos. It was not well, he added, to ‘ trouble ” the Gentile con-
verts. It was enough to enjoin on them abstinence from the flesh
of animals which had been sacrificed to heathen gods, from blood,
the life of the animal, held sacred in the Mosaic system, from ani-
mals slain with the blood left in them, and from fornication. If
this moral offence does not refer to incestuous marriages, the
mention of it in so brief a catalogue of things forbidden indi-
cates how prevalent and how little condemned the sin of impurity
was among the heathen. There was nothing in these recommenda~
tions at variance with Paul’s ideas, or which he would regard as an
abridgment of the freedom demanded for his converts. It is im-
probable that James would have been satisfied if anything less had
been required. That he was satisfied Paul himself declares. The
reason assigned by James for these restrictions, that the Old Testa-
ment law was always read in the synagogues, may signify that Jew-
1sh Christians would be in no danger of forgetting its requirements.
It is more commonly understood, however, to mean that if the
Gentile converts failed to abstain from the obnoxious practices, a
bitter prejudice would be excited against them among all persons
of Jewish birth, and a barrier to intercourse between the two
classes would be erected. In writing to the Galatians and to the
Corinthians, Paul makes no reference to this decision at the confer-
ence. Among the Galatians it was his right to be an Apostle that
was disputed, and on this point he does refer to the fellowship ac-
corded to him at Jerusalem. Among the Corinthians, in the dis-
pute about the eating of meat offered to idols, neither Jews nor
judaizers were concerned. Besides, it is not likely that Paul re-
garded the act of the conference, in itself considered, as applicable
to Gentile churches which, at a later time, he had planted inde-
pendently. There is, however, no evidence of an opposition on his
part, at any period, to its essential purport. Certainly, while de-
fending the liberty of the Gentiles, he was at pains not to scan-
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dalize the Jews. “With the Jews,” he said, “I became as a Jew.”
The message of fraternal recognition from the Church at Jerusalem
was sent to the Gentile converts in Syria and the neighboring
district of Cilicia. There was rejoicing at Antioch, where believers
in Jesus had first been called * Christians.”

The judaizers were quelled by the prevailing temper of toler-
ance in the “ pillar” Apostles and their Jewish Christian followers.
Thejuas-  But the extreme party was far from being extirpated.
ey at™ They continued to dog the steps of Paul, and to foment
Antioch. suspicion against him among Christians of Jewish ex-
traction. They went so far as to deny his claim to be an Apostle,
as he was not one of the twelve. The Apostle to the Gentiles had a
life-long conflict to wage with this busy, implacable faction. At
the same time, by the Jews who were not converts to Christianity,
he was pursued with malignant hate as an apostate from the relig-
ion of Moses. Independently of the points contended for by the
judaizers, there were questions really left unsettled by the Jerusa-
lem conference. Controversy broke out anew at Antioch.' There
the Jewish Christians, and with them Peter, at a time when he was
sojourning at Antioch, sat down at the agape, or love-feasts, with
their Gentile brethren. Persons of influence from Jerusalem, who
came, on what errand we know not, from James, appear to have
regarded the agreement at the conference as not a sufficient war-
rant for this sort of intercourse, and objected to it; so that even
Barnabas and Peter stayed away from these Christian gatherings at
a common table. This vacillation on the part of Peter called out
an indignant remonstrance from Paul. He complained, not that
Peter adopted a too narrow construction of the Jerusalem settle-
ment, but that he was now, merely out of fear, departing from his
real conviction, and by thus changing his course was in effect say-
ing to the Gentile converts that they ought to come under the law.
From this subjection the Jerusalem conference had declared them
free.
From the beginning to the end of his career, righteousness was
the ideal which Paul kept in view. The crisis in his religious life
Justismtion W88 in the appalling discovery that his conception of
by tatth righteous character was superficial, and that when tried

) by law he was self-condemned. On the legal path there
was no deliverance for him. This could only come by the unmer-
ited bestowal of forgiveness through Christ. Receiving Christ as a

' Gal. ii. 11-14.
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Saviour in faith, he was conscious of being lifted to the plane of
filial communion with God. The faith-method of salvation was in
absolute contrast with the law-method. To mingle this last with the
one gospel requirement to believe in Christ, was to call in question
the adequacy of the work of redemption, and it was equivalent to
making man partly his own saviour. These thoughts Paul utters,
with a force that springs from the deepest conviction, in the com-
ments that he makes on the controversy with Peter.' They underlie
lis epistles, notably those to the Galatians and to the Romans. In
the Epistle to the Galatians, and in the later Epistle to the Colos-
sians, Paul goes so far in the combat with judaizers as to call the
Mosaic ordinances the “ rudiments,” or a part of the rudimentary
stage of religion. They were adapted to the period of childhood
and were a species of “ bondage.” The disuse of the Mosaic ritual
among Jewish Christians would naturally follow as a logical con-
sequence from the relinquishment of the hope of converting the
Jews as a body. The Epistle to the Hebrews, which is held by
most critics to have been written by a Pauline disciple, aims to
persuade Jewish believers to give up the old rites on the ground
that they are typical of realities by which they have been sup-
planted. ~ .
The outcome of the interview of Paul with the other Apostles,
in connection with the more public conference, was an amicable
The career of division of labor. He was to go to the heathen ; Peter
Peter. was to go to the Jews. It was not a partition of terri-
tory : it was an ethnographic, not a geographic, arrangement.
Among his countrymen, the success of Peter, we are told, had been
parallel with that of Paul beyond the Jewish pale. But about the
earlier, as well as the later, missionary career of Peter, we have
scanty information, for the reason that Luke, in the Acts, gives his
principal attention to the labors of the Apostle to the Gentiles.
This was natural, considering that Luke was himself a Gentile, was
writing specially to instruct Gentiles, and was for a time a personal
attendant of Paul. He will describe how the heathen attained to
the privileges of the gospel. We find Peter writing an epistle from
Babylon, where the Jews were numerous. He addresses the Gen-
tile believers in Asia Minor, calling them * the Dispersion "—the
Diaspora—the old, familiar designation of the Israelites residing
abroad. There is no doubt that a long history of travel, and exer-
tion, and suffering, on the part of the Apostle to the Jews was left

! Gal. ii. 15-21.
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unrecorded. The tradition that Peter at last suffered martyrdom
at Rome, under Nero, is probably entitled to credit. Itis of earlier
origin than the unfounded legends respecting his particular rela-
tion to the Roman Church.

Our knowledge of the Apostle Paul’s missionary life is far from
being complete. We have only a brief sketch of journeys and toils
Thecareer  that extended over a period of thirty years. Large
of Paol spaces are passed over in silence. For example, in the
catalogue of his sufferings, incidentally given,’ he refers to the fact
that he had been shipwrecked three times, and these disasters were
all prior to the shipwreck on the island of Malta described by
Luke." Shortly after the conference at Jerusalem he started on his
second missionary tour. He was accompanied by Silas, and was
Paul's secona jOIREd by Timothy at Lystra. He revisited his converts in
!‘}m"‘f_‘;‘;‘“ Eastern Asia Minor, founded churches in Galatia and
g Phrygia, and from Troas, obedient to a heavenly sum-
mons, crossed over to Europe. Having planted at Philippi a church
that remained remarkably devoted and loyal to him, he followed the
great Roman road to Thessalonica, the most important city in Mace-
donia. Driven from there and from Berea, he proceeded to Athens.
In that renowned and cultivated city he discoursed on Mars Hill
to auditors eager for new ideas in philosophy and religion, and in
private debated with Stoics and Epicureans.” At Corinth, which
had risen from its ruins and was once more rich and prosperous,
he remained for a year and a half. It was there, probably, that he
wrote his two Epistles to the Thessalonian Christians. After a short
stay at Ephesus he returned to Antioch by way of Cesarea and Jeru-
salem. It was not long before Paul—a second Alexander, but on a
paarmthira  Pe8ceful expedition —began his third great missionary
journey. Taking the land route from Antioch, he trav-
ersed Asia Minor to Ephesus, a flourishing commercial
mart, the capital of the Roman province of Asia. There, with occa-
sional absences, he made his abode for upwards of two years. From
Ephesus, probably, he wrote the Epistle to the Galatians. The
malignant and partially successful efforts of judaizers to prevail
on his Galatian converts, who were of Celtic lineage, to adopt the
Moeaic ceremonies, together with the judaizing assault on his title
to be considered an Apostle, called out from him the sharpest
denunciation that we have from his pen of these conspirators
against Christian liberty. From Ephesus Paul also wrote the First

misslonary
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Epistle to the Corinthians. The Second Epistle to the Corinthians
he probably wrote from Philippi. Parties had sprung up among
them. One party professed to look to Paul as its head ; another
preferred to follow Apollos, the eloquent Alexandrian convert,
who had been instructed by Aquila and Priscilla, the friends of
Paul ; a third named themselves after Peter, but appear not to
have attacked the teaching of the Apostle to the Gentiles, or tohave
preached to the heathen disciples the nécessity of circumecision ;
a fourth, *the Christ party,” would seem to have been judaizing
in its character, and to have proposed to confine their allegiance
to the original Apostles appointed by Jesus. Paul rebuked the
sectarian spirit, protested against party names, and reminded the
Corinthian believers that their teachers, one and all, were only
servants of Christ and of the flock. Coming down through Greece,
he remained there three months. There he composed his Epistle
to the Romans. At Rome there was less of judaizing rancor, and
his tone is milder than in writing to the Galatians.

The untiring Apostle now turned his face towards Jerusalem.
He desired to be present at the festival of the Pentecost. In order
to save time, he sailed past Ephesus, and at Miletus bade a tender
farewell to the Ephesian elders. He had fulfilled his pledge giv-
en at the conference, and he now carried contributions from the
Christians of Macedonia and Achaia for the poor at Jerusalem.
Yet he was not wholly without misgivings as to the reception that
would be accorded to him even by the brethren there.' KIrom the
unbelieving Jews he could expect nothing but venomous hostility
Paal at Jeru and outbreakings of violence. He found, indeed, that

the Jewish Christians, gathered in great numbers at the
festival, had been told by Jews and judaizers that he was an active
opponent of the legal observances, even when practised by believers
of Jewish birth. As at the earlier conference, James and the elders
were oordial in their feeling and expressions. James looked on the
act of the conference as a settlement in relation to the Gentile
converts everywhere. His prudent device for convincing the mis.
informed and prejudiced that Paul was not waging a war against
Moses, failed of its full effect, owing to a false rumor that Paul had
taken Trophimus, a heathen convert from Ephesus, within the
sacred walls of the temple. The Apostle was rescued by a detach-
ment of the Roman garrison from a mob of Jewish malignants, was
held in custody for two years at Cesarea, and was finally enabled

'Rom. xv. 81, 33,
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to accomplish a long-cherished intention to go to Rome, by being
conveyed there as a prisoner, he having made an appeal to Ceesar.
After being wrecked on the Mediterranean and cast ashore on the
island of Malta, under the circumstances related in Luke’s graphic
and accurate description of the voyage,' he went on his way in
safety to the capital. There he was under the surveil-
lance of the Prestorian guard, but was allowed to receive
in his own hired apartments those who wished to see him. He
counted among his converts some of Cesar’s household.” Of the
circumstances of the forming of the Church at Rome we have no
knowledge. That Paul, neither in his Epistle to the Romans nor
in the Epistle to the Philippians written from Rome, makes men-
tion of Peter, shows that the legend which ascribes its foundation
to him is a fiction. This has been admitted even by noted Roman
Catholic scholars. It is possible that Jews, converted at Pentecost,
or driven from Jerusalem on the occasion of the first persecution,
found their way to the capital and formed the nucleus of the
Church there. It comprised both Jewish and Gentile Christians.
Among them there were judaizing adversaries, but the body of the
Jewish believers in the Roman Church regarded Paul with sym-
pathy and respect. At Rome, during this period, were written the
Epistles to the Ephesians, to the Colossians, to the Philippians,
and to Philemon. The Pastoral Epistles—L and II. Timothy and
Titus—imply a release from imprisonment. In the interval before
his second imprisonment, he appears to have gone to Macedonia
and to have twice visited Asia Minor ; and it is not improbable that
he journeyed as far West as Spain. This second imprisonment was
Deathot Paat, brought to an end by his martyrdom. He was put to
®lor84.0. Jeath near the close of Nero’s reign. Being a Roman
citizen, we may assume that he was beheaded—probably outside of
the gate, upon the road leading to Ostia. No man living in that
age stands on so high a plane, intellectually and morally, as the
Apostle Paul. No fact in the history of that period is more
sublime than the unfaltering constancy of his faith. In how many
of the great cities of the Roman world, forming, as it were, a chain
from Antioch to Rome, had he planted churches, which were or-
ganized, were in communication with one another, and by their
charitable collections, if in no other way, in connection with the
Mother Church in Jerusalem! An historian has adverted to the
fact that shortly after “ his noble head fell under the executioner’s
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sword,” the great temples of Rome and of Jerusalem, the temple of
Capitoline Jupiter, the august sanctuary of the Roman people, and
the temple on Mount Zion, were destroyed by fire—as if
to signalize the death of the hero of the faith, who had
smitten with a fatal blow the stupendous fabrics of Gen-
tile and Jewish worship.

As long as Christians were confounded with the Jews, it was
only from the Jews, who alone understood the difference, that they
Persecation ot 28d to fear persecution. It was natural that the heathen
firt by Jews. gt the outset should look on Christians as nothing more
than a Jewish party. It was in the Jewish synagogues that the
Christian preachers appeared. They were designated as *Jews”
at Philippi' by those who did not like to lose the profits which they
bad reaped through a female divinet. The Proconsul Gallio would
not hear an accusation which he naturally supposed to relate to
points of Jewish theology.” At Ephesus the Jews brought forward
Alexander, one of their own number, to make it clear that they had
no concern in the new preaching, which exposed them tfo attack.’
Generally, in the book of Acts, the Romans appear as upholders of
order, protecting the Apostles of the new faith from the violence
of Jewish fanatics. But this advantage was lost the moment
Christianity was distinctly seen by the Roman authorities and by
Persecution by the heathen populace to be a religion separate from
the heathen. ~ Jydajsm. Then it no longer stood under the shield that
was extended over a national systera of worship. It was an illegal
religion. Moreover, the attempt to make proselytes, the organiza-
tion of fraternities, and the holding of unlicensed meetings, were
special offences against Roman law. The animosity of the common
people was roused on account of their superstitious dgvotion to the
old divinities, their idea that the gods were incensed by the deser-
tion of the heathen altars and hence inflicted terrific calamities,
such as famine and pestilence, and their general antipathy to the
ways of the Christians. The withdrawal of these from employ-
ments and diversions which involved in some form either a counte-
nance of heathen worship or of some species of immorality, exposed
them to the charge of being unsocial. The absence of any images
in their worship suggested the charge of atheism. The entire cru-
sade of the Christians, peaceful though it was, against the spirit of
the world, and their unrelenting demand of repentance and regen-
eration, could not fail to give rise to virulent opposition. As far as

69 A.D.
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the persecution of the Church by Roman rulers is concerned, the
motive was not religious zeal or intolerance. In the first century
the cruelties of Nero and Domitian sprung from personal spite or
selfish interest. Afterwards the chief incentive was political — the
desire to suppress a religion that was held to be contrary to law
and divisive in its influence. As Mommsen explains, the laws ex-
cluding the new religion, as those excluding robbery or any other
crime, were always on the statute-book. To what degree they
_should be enforced was dependent on the will of the local tribunals,
or on the prompting, whether it were harsh or gentle, of the central
authority at Rome. The same historian thinks that it was made
the special business of the chief priest in each province to see that
the arrangements for emperor-worship, and other religious obliga-
tions, should be carried out.

The first marked instance of heathen enmity on record was the
persecution under Nero. It is described by the Roman historian
Persecution by T8cCitus." From his account we see that the Christians
Nero, 64 4.0.  were then well known as a distinct sect. Nero, who was
justly detested for his brutal tyranny, in order to avert from him-
self what was, perhaps, a groundless suspicion of having set Rome
on fire, accused the Christians of having kindled the flames which
had laid in ashes a great part of the city. ‘A vast multitude were
convicted,” writes Tacitus, “ not so much on the charge of making
the conflagration, as of hating the human race. And in their deaths
they were made the subjects of sport, for they were covered with
the hides of wild beasts, and worried to death by dogs, or nailed to
crosses, or set fire to, and when day declined were burned to serve
for nocturnal lights. Nero had offered his own gardens for this ex-
hibition, and, also, exhibited a game of the circus, sometimes ming-
ling in the crowd in the dress of a charioteer, sometimes standing
in his chariot.” Tacitus adds that at last compassion was felt for
the victims of Nero’s ferocity, culpable though they were deemed
to be. As to other cruelties which Christians may have suffered in
the provinces at about this time, we have no authentic information.

The dread and horror inspired by Nero, the fact of his death
by his own hand—the last of the Cemsarean family—at the early
age of thirty, and of his entombment in a private
sepulchre, engendered a rumor that he had not really
perished. Among Christians it took the form that he had retired
veyond the Euphrstes, and would reappear in the character of

8ap.

1 Annal xv. 44
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Antichrist, to finish the destruction of Rome, the mystic Babylon,
an event to be followed immediately by the second coming of
Christ. The appearance of a number of pretenders to the name
and station of the vanished emperor, fostered this belief. Long
after all doubt respecting Nero’s death was dispelled, the idea that
he would revisit the earth, as the detestable forerunner of the
Lord’s advent, still lingered in the Church.

At the time of Paul’s death, the great Jewish war—the result of
which was the capture of Jerusalem by Titus—had already begun.
The Jewsh Lhe growing fanaticism of the Jews broke out against
war, 840 the Christians, who did not sympathize with their deter-
mination to revolt. James, the Lord’s brother, was put to death
{62 o.p.). Asto the circumstances of his murder the traditions vary.
They describe him as a model of righteousness, an ascetic, obeying
the Nazarite rule, and as frequently on his knees in the temple.
Bemovalot VOt far from the beginning of the war the Apostle John
John aad otb- transferred himself to Asia Minor. He took up his
Minor, abode at Ephesus, where he lived to an advanced age
“®4>  and died mnear the close of the century. Besides John,
others prominent in the Church joined in this migration. The
Apostle Philip spent his last days at Hieropolis, in Phrygia, where
he lived with his daughters. At least two other disciples of Jesus
—John, “the Presbyter,” and Aristion, are known to have lived in
this region. The canonical book of Revelation was composed under
the impressions produced either by the Neronian persecution, or
by other cruelties of a like character. Its authorship is ascribed by
the ancient ecclesiastical tradition to John the Apostle. Near the
close of his life, ““ the Disciple whom Jesus loved ” wrote the Gospel
and the Epistles which bear his name. Among the legends pertain-
ing to his last years is the story of his courage and kindness in the
reclaiming of a robber whom he had once baptized. It is related
that when too old to stand he was wont to sit in a chair and to re-
iterate before the Christian flock the simple words,  Little chil-
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after the fierce uprising under Bar-cochab, a pretended Messiah, in
the time of Hadrian (135), which was crushed with tremendous
slaughter, the old rites were wholly excluded from that city. The
enmity of the bulk of the Jews to the Christian faith, and the ver-
Fateof juds- dict uttered against them as a nation, through appalling
g™ acts of Providence, extinguished all hope of a triumph
Christianlty.  of the new kingdom under Judaic auspices, and with it
the main support of the Mosaic rites as practised in the Church.
The rapid progress of the Church among the Gentiles conduced to
the same result. The Gospel and the Epistles of John are as cath-
olic in their tone as are the writings of Paul. Judaic Christianity
was a thing outgrown. Thereligion of Jesus had broken the chain
of bondage to the Old Testament system. Thenceforward, such as
clung to the observances of the law more and more sink into the.
position of heretical parties, tenacious of life, but isolated and des-
tined to extinction.

Among the many unfounded legends respecting the labors of
the Apostles is the tale that it was determined by lot among them
Legenasot 10 What countries they should go, and that the Apostles
the Apostien.  were divided for this purpose into three groups. An-
cient, but untrustworthy, traditions represent Andrew as preaching
in Scythia, Thomas in Parthia, and, according to later accounts, in
India, and Mark as the founder of the Church in Alexandria. The
ambition to trace national churches back to the apostolic age ac-
counts for the claim of the Spaniards that James, the brother of
John, preached in Spain, and that his body was transported to
that country and was buried at Compostella ; of the French, that,
among others, Dionysius the Areopagite, and Lazarus planted the
gospel in their land ; of the English, that Simon Zelotes, Joseph of
Arimathea, and even Paul, labored in Britain, etc. The truth is
that the lives of most of the Apostles, as well as the circumstances
of their death, are involved in the deepest obscurity.

There was an early tradition, which is not incredible, that the
Emperor Domitian had ordered the descendants of David to be
P . slain ; that the grandchildren of Judas, the brother of
:'.'.?"::‘“- Jesus, were brought before him ; but that finding that

they were poor, harmless rustics, expecting no earthly

kingdom, he dismissed them with contempt. Toward the close of

his reign Domitian subjected the Christians at Rome to savage per-

secution. His naturally morose and jealous temper was further

soured by military reverses. He took up the charge of atheism,

which was beginning to be made against Christians as well as Jews.
8
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Among the converts who perished was Flavius Clement, the em.
peror’s cousin. This martyr’s wife, Flavia Domitilla, was banished.
A cemetery of ‘“ Domitilla,” one of the early burial-places of Chris-
tians, was not unlikely her gift to her Christian brethren. Other
Christians were put to death, some were banished, and the property
of others was confiscated.

‘When we take into view the results of the preaching of the
Apostles we see that great things were effected. With some, at
Resultsof the & time when miracle and mystery had a peculiar fasci-
preaching.  pation, the signs and wonders wrought by the Apostles
had a decisive influence. Others, like the Ethiopic proselyte at
Gaza, saw how conformed to ancient prophecies was the death of
Jesus on the cross. “To many whose burdens were heavy, the
peace of God, which Christianity announced, brought hope in the
room of hopelessness, strength where there was weakness, an at-
tractive influence that lifted them above all misgivings and diffi-
culties, even under the scoffs of philosophers. Intercourse with
kindly Christians and glimpses of their quiet domestic virtues,
mingled as these were with the courage witi which a man like Paul
bade defiance to danger, aroused the yearning for God which Christ
had implied would appear when the disciples should let their light
shine before men. The great proclamation of the gospel and the
powerful religious awakening everywhere consequent, produced
the most extraordinary commotion.” At Jerusalem, as we have
seen, thousands at one time embraced the gospel. At Antioch, in
Pisidia, almost the whole population were drawn together to hear
Paul. At Ephesus, Jewish and Greek magicians cast their books
into the fire. Hostile Jews—exorcists—used the name of Jesus
to conjure with. Silversmiths who made shrines of Diana were
afraid that their business would be gone. The goddess was in
danger of being deserted by her votaries. The churches at Je-
rusalem, Antioch, Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome were very large.
The Church at Jerusalem comprised thousands of members. At
Rome, Tacitus informs us, the Christians were a great multi-
tude. The ory at Thessalonica was that the Apostles had turn-
ed the world upside down. Paul could say that the gospel had
been preached to every creature, and was in all the world bear-
ing fruit.' The Apocalypse indicates that the number of converts
was very great.’ If they were generally from the ranks of the

1Col. {. 28, 6. ! Rev. vii. 4-9; xiv. 1, 4.
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poor and the suffering, this was not uniformly the fact. Among
them were persons who belonged to the imperial household. In
the Church there were women of wealth and social position, as
Lydia in Philippi, and even Domitilla, the kinswoman of Domi-
tian. There were also men of distinction. ‘Such were Sergius
Paulus, proconsul of Cyprus; Publius, the Roman ruler in Malta ;
Flavius Clement, who had held the office of consul at Rome ;
the Asiarchs, or chief officers of Asia, at Ephesus;’ Dionysius,
a member of the Council of Areopagus at Athens; Erastus, the
public treasurer at Corinth ; the centurion Cornelius, at Csesa-
rea ; Luke, the physician, and Theophilus, to whom he addressed
bhis writings ; Crispus, ruler of the Jewish synagogue at Corinth ;
and, among the Jews, members of the Sanhedrim, Pharisees, and
priests.”

The basis of ecclesiastical organization was the fraternal equal-
ity of believers. ‘All ye are brethren.”* Instead of a sacerdotal
The arlgin of order there was a universal priesthood.' Jesus had
Churchorgan- Spoken of “the Church,” in a sense answering to the
Jeation ‘“ congregation ” of Israel, a conception familiar to Old
Testament readers. Of this Church he was to be the builder.
Complaints on the part of one disciple against another were to be
carried to “the Church,” the body of disciples, with the Apostles at
their head. His injunctions to the Apostles to superintend the
flock, and the rites of baptism and of the Lord’s supper, imply
definite association. The synagogue naturally served as a model
in the organization of churches. They are even called by that name
in the Epistle of James.® This was their character at the outset.
Yet the first office created, that of deacons, sprung out of the special
e needs of the Church at Jerusalem, there being no of-
asdthe eider- fice just like it in the synagogue. The organization of the
sbip. Gentile brotherhoods was gradual. In writing to Cor-
inth, Paul does not distinctly refer to officers as existing there ; yet
e speaks of those called of God to help and to govern.® At first
the deacons had it for their business to see to the poor. Luke gives
no account of the institution of the eldership, perhaps because this
same office was a well-known feature in the Jewish synagogues. In
the Church, as in the synagogue, the elders or presbyters were equal
in rank, although one of the “rulers of the synagogue ” among the

! Acts xix. 81. * Matt. xxiif. 8. %1 Pet. ii. 5, 9.
¢ James ii. 2 (Revised Version). $1 Oor. xif. 28
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Jews may have sometimes acted as president of the board. In the
Gentile churches, the presbyters are also called *bishops,” the
translation of a Greek word meaning * overseers.” The two words
are applied in the New Testament to the same officers indiscrim-
inately. The word bishor, or “ overseer,” was familiar in this sense
to readers of the Old T.stament in the Septuagint version. Both
terms, “ presbyter ” and *‘ bishop,” appear to have been in use in
Syria and Asia Minor to designate officers of municipal and of
private corporations. 'What influence was exerted from this use of
the terms, and from the Gentile example of similar offices, remains
to be determined. The work of the council of elders in all the
churches was primarily to superintend religious worship, and in
part to watch over the temporal well-being of the brotherhood.
They were first chosen “to rule,” not to teach ; yet the ability to
teach was soon deemed an important qualification, and became both
an essential and a leading function of the office.’

The capacity to hold office, or to minister in whatever way to
the spiritual upbuilding of the Church, was regarded as a gift of
ofteors, and the Spirit—a charisma. Of course, the designation to
how ap- these varied ministries accorded with the natural talents
pointed. and aptitudes of the individuals thus selected and em-
powered by the Holy Spirit. As far as spiritual quickening and
instruction were concerned, they comprised the gift of tongues, a
form of ecstatic, unintelligible utterance, which those possessed of a
gift of interpretation explained ; the gift of prophecy, or of fervent
speech, which deeply moved the auditors, whether believers already,
or heathen who came into the meetings ; the gift of discerning spirits,
or of judging whether the addresses made came from a true and
divine source ; and the gift of teaching, or of discoursing in a more
quiet and connected style. Those perceived to be endowed with
this last gift were recognized as ‘““teachers,” and formed a class
called by this name. “ Evangelists ” were missionaries, deputies of
the Apostles, selected by them to assist in their missionary work.
Timothy, Titus, Silas, and others belonged to this class. The
elders and deacons in the several churches were chosen by the body
Thechurches Of disciples. There was but one organization within the
municlpal : . limits of a town. The church “in the house” of this
tlon. or that individual was simply a religious meeting held
there as a matter of convenience, the term “church” being used in
its ordinary sense of “assembly.” The connection of the churches

1 Heh. xiii. 7, 17, 24 ; 1 Tim. {ii. 2; 2 Tim. ii. 24
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was not organic. They were bound together only by ties of sym-
pathy, save that they acknowleged in common the supervision of
the Apostles. To the Apostles had been given the power of the
keys and the power of binding and loosing, that is, the authority
to exercise Christian discipline, and a legislative or judicial func-
tion in connection with the planting of the gospel. Yet at Corinth
it is the Church as a body, acting under the monition of the Apos-
tle, that excommunicates an unworthy member.! Influential in
promoting mutual knowledge and a spirit of union among the
scattered Christian societies, were the journeys of the Apostles,
especially of Paul, their letters, which were sometimes sent from
one church to another,’ the journeys of apostolic helpers and of
other Christians, almsgiving, and the liberal exercise of hospitality.

CHAPTER IIL
CHRISTIAN LIFE : CHRISTIAN WORSHIP : CHRISTIAN TEACHING.

AocorpiNg to the picture given us by Luke of the Church at Je-
rusalem, it was at the beginning like a family. Yet the surrender
The Church ¢ Of g00ds into the common treasury was purely voluntary.
teruslem: It was neither universal on the part of the members nor
teasury.  wag it a permanent custom.” It was a part of the first
outpouring of brotherly love among the followers of the risen Jesus.
Galilean disciples who remained at Jerusalem may have sold their
possessions at home and offered the proceeds as a gift to the
brotherhood. Such a practice could not continue. The Church
was not to supplant, but to sanctify, natural relations, such as give
rise o individual ownership and underlie the family and the state.
Yet this example of giving up private property, coupled with the
going forth of the Apostles without wallet or gold or silver, had
great effect in after ages, when the desire sprung up for a literal
imitation of the first disciples.

In addition to the ordinary Jewish worship at the stated hours *
in the temple, the disciples met daily in groups at private houses.

In these meetings they sat at the table together, and par-
mestings; the took of a common meal, the agape, or love-feast. At the
close of this repast, whoever presided handed round the
bread and wine, as Jesus had done at the Last Supper. This was
the primitive form of the sacrament. As time went on, the Jewish
11Cor. v. 8-8. ? Col. iv. 16. 3Actsv. 4; vi. 1; xil. 12,



38 THE APOSTOLIC AGE. [Pxriop L

Christians manifested a steadfast spirit in enduring persecution,
which is praised by the Apostle Paul.' A spirit of forgiveness, which
was not a native quality of their race, a spirit that appeared in the
dying intercession of Stephen, was one of the effects of the gospel.
The Master on the cross had prayed for his enemies. In
theGente. the Gentile churches the contrast between the Ohris-
tians and the world about them was of necessity more
marked. They had more to cast off, for the heathen religious system
mingied itself, in one form or another, in very many of the occupa-
tions and amusements of life. The striking reformation of morals
among the heathen converts is brought to our notice in various pas-
sages of the apostolic epistles.” Especially was this change remark-
able in respect to chastity ; for licentiousness was a prevailing vice
of heathen society. Domestic purity took the place of sensual in-
dulgence, and of that laxness of the marriage tie which made
divorces an every-day occurrence. 'Woman was raised to be a com-
panion of man, instead of an instrument of his passions and a victim
of his tyranny. The Gentile converts had their peculiar faults
The appetites were not at once stripped of their power.” Christian
principle might give way in the conflict with the seductions of sense.
On the other hand, a fondness for speculation, and with it a pride
of intellect and an arrogant feeling toward those inferior in talents,
were Greek vices that occasionally reiisserted themselves within
the Christian fold.* Women in some of the churches manifested a
love of finery and of display,® and at Corinth, with their newly
gained sense of equality, overstepped the bounds of modesty and
reserve prescribed by ancient sentiment.® Disorders arose there
which, had they been allowed to spread, instead of being checked
as they were by the energetic remonstrances of Paul, would have
brought the Christian societies into disrepute and have broken
them up. Paul had occasion to discourage, as unchristian and
scandalous, litigation before the heathen tribunals, and to recom-
mend in such cases arbitration within the Church, or even the
patient endurance of wrong. The powerful reaction against world-
liness, and the deep corruption of morals, engendered in some an
ascetic spirit. At Corinth there appear to have been two parties
on the subject of marriage—one that insisted on it, and another
that abjured it altogether. Here Paul took a middle ground, e

' 1 Thess. ii. 14 sq. ? Eph. iv. 178q.; v. 8; 1 Cor. vi. 9-11
31 Cor. v. 18q.; Tit. i. 10-14.

4 Epp. to the Corinthians ; Rom. xiv. 1 8q. s

¢1 Cor. xi. 2-17; xiv. 34; 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12.
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pressing his personal preference for the unmarried state.’ The
counsel that he gave was based on *the present distress,” which
made it expedient for every one to remain as he was. It is remark-
able that as regards this counsel, which is founded apparently on
medavn  theexpected nearness of the Lord’s Advent, or Parqusia,
sathortty.  the Apostle disclaims the authority of inspiration. It is
given as a private judgment of his own. The authority of the civil
magistrate was asserted by Jesus and by the Apostles.’ They af-
firmed the divine origin of government and the binding force of
human law whenever it did not clash with the commandments of
God. Paul availed himself of his privileges as a Roman citizen.’
Prayers were offered up for rulers who were inflicting cruel per-
secution. Nevertheless, injunctions to abstain from teaching the
gospel, and commands to pay religious honors to the emperor,
weredisobeyed. A higher law, an authority exalted above that of
the state, was thus recognized.* In this promulgation of the rights
of conscience lay the germs of civil liberty. The ancient theory of
the omnipotence of the state was now withstood, not by a single
philosopher like Socrates, but by a multitude, most of them be-
longing to the humbler social class.

‘Wherever Christianity went, slavery existed. Slavery was not
forbidden by the Christian teachers. Slaves and their masters were
Ohristiansty found together in the same churches. The ethics of the
and savery.  orogpel as regards civil and social relations, it took- time
fully to develop. It was enough forthe Apostles to exhort masters
to be just and kind,* and servants to be obedient and patient.
Paul even counselled the slave who might be free to decline the
boon.® He sent back Onesimus, as a brother beloved, yet to become
once more subject to Philemon. In the fellowship with Christ, on
that plane, there was neither bond nor free, but an equality before
a common Lord and Judge.” At his table and at the love-feast
master and slave sat side by side. It was left for the genius of
Christianity to sweep away barriers and to level inequalities by a
prooess not the less effective because it was indirect.

With the foundation of the Christian Church the reign of love

11 Cor. vil. 1-7; also, vv. 26, 81-85.

* Matt. xxif. 21 ; Rom. xiii. 1sq.; Tit. fii. 1.

3 Aots xvi. 87; xxv. 11, 4Actsv. 0.

*COol. fv. 1; of. 1 Tim. v. 18.

¢Eph. vi. 58q. ; Ool. {ii. 23; 1 Tim. vi. 1; Titus ii. 9; 1 Pet. .18 ; 1 Coe
vii. 21; Ep. to Philemon.

' @Qal. fif. 28; Ool. iil. 223; Eph. vi. 8; Col. iv. 1.
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on earth began. Kindness and charity to the poor, Jesus had incul- *
cated by precept and example. The diaconate was instituted for
Christan  their sake, and in some of the churches was committed
¢harity., to women as well as to men.' It belonged, however, to
the elders to dispense the charities of the Church ; the deacons and
deaconesses rendered them aid in this work. Widows and orphans
were specially cared for. A class of widows are spoken of as
‘““enrolled.”* They were wholly supported by the Church, and
rendered special services, although they are not to be confounded
with the ‘‘order ” of widows which grew up in the second century.
Industry and frugality are enjoined in order that the Christian may
have the means of helping the needy. Church members are urged
by Paul to set aside on every Sunday what they can spare for the
poor.’ A selfish, niggardly spirit on the part of the rich is de-
nounced by James.® The love-feasts, where the provisions were
furnished by the disciples, gave an opportunity for the more pros-
perous to make liberal contributions for the sustenance of poorer
brethren.

The Jewish Christians at first frequented the synagogues.
They continued to observe the festivals appointed in the law, and
Worship : tne ODLy by degrees connected with them Christian ideas and
Jomish Chri facts. They kept the Sabbath on Saturday, according to
Lord'sday.  the Mosaic commandment. But, side by side with this
observance, there grew up the custom of meeting for Christian
worship on the first day of the week, the day of the Lord’s resur-
rection. We find a few references to meetings on that day among
Gentile Christians. In the Apocalypse it is designated as the Lord’s
day.* In these apparently spontaneous gatherings of the first
Christians, beginning with the meeting of the eleven Apostles in
the upper chamber, we discern the first steps in the rise of an
institution that was to supersede the weekly observance of the Old
Testament, and to commemorate the world’s redemption, as that
had been a memorial of its creation. 'We have no distinct mention
of any yearly festivals among the Gentile Christians. It seems
probable, however, that in some churches —for example, in Asia
Minor — where Jewish and Gentile converts were mingled, the
Passover continued to be kept, but transformed itself into a com-
memoration of the closing scenes in the life of the Lord.

The meetings of Christians were held at first in private housea

-1 Rom, xvi. 1, 13, 1 Tim. v. 9 ; of. ver. 11,
31 Cor. xvi. 2. ¢ Jas. ii. 16 ; v. 1 8q.
8 Mark xvi. 14; John xx. 19, 26 ; Aocts xx. 7; 1 Cor. xvi. 3; Rev. L 10.



1-100.] CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. 41

Aquila and Priscilla, being tent-makers, had need of a large room.
We find that both at Corinth and at Rome they provided a place
of assembly in their house. At Ephesus, Paul held meetings in the
“school of Tyraunnus,” which was no doubt hired for the purpose.
It was either a school-house for the teaching of philosophy, or
one of the numerous buildings bearing the name of schola, which
were used for a meeting-place by religious associations among the
heathen.

Worship in the apostolic age was a spontaneous expression of
devout feeling. The order of worship was a free*copy of the syna-
gogue service. Selections from the Old Testament were read. Ex-
position of Scripture and spontaneous speaking followed. If a
Onder of letter from an Apostle had arrived, it was read to the
worship.  pggembly.' Prayer was in part the function of the
leader in the service, and in part sprung from the free, momen-
tary impulse of the worshippers present. No doubt the Lord’s
Prayer was repeated, and it may be that benedictions and short
forms of devotion were transferred from the synagogue service ;
but there are no traces of a definite liturgy. The hymns were,
some of them, sung by individuals, and some by the whole as-
sembly." Most of them were from the Psalter, but there were
Christian hymns, fragments of which are found in the epistles.’
The ordinary mode of baptism was by immersion. Whether in

this rite the pouring of water on the head was some-
Beptem.  times practised then, as it certainly was subsequently,
is an open question. The first distinct reference to baptism by
affusion is in the early writing called the ¢ Teaching of the Twelve
Apostles,” written perhaps about 120, where the direction is given,
in case there is not a sufficiency of water, to pour water on the
head thrice. The baptism of infants is neither explicitly required
nor forbidden in the New Testament. Whether this early practice
can be traced as far back as the Apostles themselves, is & point on
which the evidence is not so decisive as to produce a settled opin-
ion among scholars. When Irensus wrote (about 180), it was an
established custom ; but he is the first author whose recognition of
it can with oertainty be inferred. A ground for it was found in
the words spoken by Jesus to little children,' and in the idea of
Paul that the offspring of a believing parent are “holy,” or within
the pale of God’s people. The connection of the Lord’s Supper

1 Ool. iv. 16; 1 Thess. v. 27. - ?1 Cor. xiv. 26; Col. iii. 16,
$Eph. v. 14; 1 Tim. il 16; 1 Pet. iii. 10-12. ‘
4 Matt. xix. 14 $1 Cor. vii. 14
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with the love-feasts appears to have continued through the apos.
tolic period.

The one article of faith at the outset was that Jesus is the Mes-
siah. Whoever acknowledged him in this character was baptized.
Dootemat B, after his death and resurrection, theancient prophecy
teaching.  of a suffering Messiah, and the recollected teaching of
Jesus, disclosed the meaning of these events. Enlightened by the
Spirit, the Apostles saw in his death the ground of forgiveness and
reconciliation. The belief in his divine sonship appears in the
first three gospels, most evidently in the predicates applied to him
as judge of the world. By Paul and John, his pre-existence and
divinity are explicitly taught. , The early Church, conscious that
revelation had reached its climax, or that the ¢last times” had
come, looked and yearned for the speedy return of the Lord for
the consummation of his kingdom. But in the mystery that
2 Them. y. Shrouded the subject, the Apostle Paul did not allow
1= this hope and expectation to alarm and confuse the
churches under his care. Types of doctrinal teaching were un-
folded by the Apostles, in which the same gospel was presented from
Pank. different points of view—by Paul in a more dialectic

method, and with predominant reference to the relation
John. of gospel to law ; by John, from the intuitions of the
disciple whom Jesus loved, and who found in love a clew to the
solution of all problems. Yet the same pre-eminence of love is
depicted in rhythmical periods by Paul in one of his most impres-
sive passages ;' and in Paul a deep mystical vein blends with the
dialectic spirit. James is concerned to guard against the substitu-
tion of theoretical soundness of doctrine for the practical perform-
ance of duties.

It was no part of the intention of the Apostles and their helpers
to create a permanent literature, nor did they foresee that their
The N writings, which were called into being by special wants

ew-Tes- . . e eles o
tamentwrit- and emergencies, often by an inability to visit in person
e the churches which they addressed, would be compiled
into a volume and stand in the eyes of posterity on a level with
‘““the law and the prophets.” For a considerable time the words
and works of Jesus were orally related by the Apostles, and by other
witnesses, to their converts. As the Apostles for a number of years
spent much time together at Jerusalem, this oral teaching would
naturally tend to assume a stereotyped form. This fact of an oral
tradition preceding written narratives must be taken into account

¥ 1 Cor. xiil
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in explaining the characteristics of the first three gospels. How
far these are dependent on one another is a problem which critical
analysis has not yet fully determined. That they existed in their
present compass at about the time of the destruction of the temple
by Titus, in the year 70—the first two, at least, prior to that event
—is proved by the fact that in the record of the last discourse of
Jasus, the second coming of the Lord is so closely associated with
that catastrophe. That the second Gospel is an independent com-
position of Mark, who wrote what he had heard from Peter; that
the first Gospel is to such an extent the production of Matthew,
that it could properly bear his name ; that the third Gospel ema-
nates from a Gentile Christian, who was for a while a companion of
Paul on his journeys, are well-established conclusions. Whatever
difficulties attend the supposition that the fourth Gospel was writ-
ten by John, they are outweighed by the perplexities that arise in
attributing it to any other origin. The book of Acts was composed
by Luke after the writing of the Gospel. We shall not be far out
of the way in assuming A.p. 80 as the date of this book. Of the
General or Oatholic Epistles, the Epistle of James, the brother of
Jesus, is probably the earliest, and is, perhaps, the oldest of all the
New Testament writings. It was not improbably written as early
a8 AD. 50. The doubts that existed to some extent in the ancient
Church as to the origin of Second Peter and of Jude, did not extend
to the First Epistle of Peter, which must have been indited before
AD. 67. The Second and Third of John, like the Gospel by the
same author, are among the latest of the New Testament docu-
ments. Of the thirteen epistles of Paul, Colossians, Ephesians,
Philippians, and Philemon were written, as we have already said,
during his first imprisonment at Rome. Between the first and a
second imprisonment is the probable place of First Timothy and
Titus, while Second Timothy appears to have been composed dur-
ing the second season of captivity, and to have been the last product
of the aged Apostle’s pen.' The question about the authorship of
the Epistle to the Hebrews, which was debated in ancient times,
still occasions diversity of opinion. The prevailing judgment is
adverse to the Pauline authorship. Luther is one of those who
have ascribed it to the eloquent Alexandrian, Apollos. Many have
attributed this writing to Barnabas. That it was composed while
Jerusalem was still standing, is plain. Its design was to dissuade
Jewish Christians from being betrayed by their fondness for the
old rites into a desertion of the Christian faith. It exhibits the

12 Tim. iv. 7, 8.
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typical character of these rites. The Apocalypse, at about the same
time, foretold things shortly “to come to pass”—the downfall of
Jewish and heathen ecclesiasticism, the fall of Jerusalem, and the
prostration of the pagan dominion of Rome. On Rome, designated
as Babylon, “ drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus,” ' the heaviest penalties are to fall.
Beyond these events in the near future, the author, after the man-
ner of the Old Testament prophets, lifts the veil on the final scenes
of triumph and of judgment.
1 Rav. xvil. 8.




PERIOD 1II

FROM THE APOSTOLIC AGE TO CONSTANTINE
(100-313).

PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAPTER L
THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL: ROMAN PERSECUTIONS. '\

Miussronary effort in this period was mainly directed to the con-
version of the heathen. On the ruins of Jerusalem, Hadrian’s
colony of Zlia Capitolina was planted ; so that even

extension ot there the Church, in its character and modes of worship,
Ohriscianity.  wag a Gentile community. Christianity was early carried
to Edessa, the capital of the small state of Osrhene, in Mesopota-
mia.  After the middle of the second century, the Church at Edessa
was sufficiently flourishing to count among its members the king,
Abgar Bar Manu. At about this time the gospel was preached in
Persia, Media, Parthia, and Bactria. 'We have notices of churches
in Arabia in the early part of the third century. They were visit-
ed several times by Origen, the celebrated Alexandrian Church
teacher (185-254). In the middle of the fourth century a mission-
ary, Theophilus, of Diu, found churches in India. In Egypt,
Christianity made great progress, especially at Alexandria, whence
it spread to Cyrene and other neighboring places. In upper
Egypt, where the Coptic language and the superstition of the
people were obstacles in its path, Christianity had, nevertheless,
gained a foothold as early as towards the close of the second cen-
tury. At this time the gospel bad been planted in proconsular
Africa, being conveyed thither from Rome, and there was a flour-
ishing church at Carthage. In Gaul, where the Druidical system,
with its priesthood and sacrificial worship, was the religion of the
Celtic population, several churches were founded from Asia Minor.
At Lyons agd Vienne there were strong churches in the last quarter
of the second century. At this time Irensus, Bishop of -Lyons,
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speaks of the establishment of Christianity in Germany, west of the
Rhine, and Tertullian, the North African presbyt.er, speaks of Ohris-
tianity in Britain. The fathers in the second century

roab ot Goeis- describe in glowing terms, and not without rhetorical
tanity. exaggeration, the rapid conquests of the Gospel. The
number of converts in the reign of Hadrian must have been very
large. Otherwise we cannot account for the enthusiastic language
of Justin Martyr respecting the multitude of professing Christians.
Tertullian writes in a similar strain. Irenseus refers to Barbarians
who have believed without having a knowledge of letters, through
oral teaching merely

From the accession of Vespasian (69—7 9), the first of the Flavian
emperors, the Church had been left at peace for almost thirty
Trajan ana  years. The cruelties of Domitian (81-96) have been
the Antonines. pglated on a previous page. Nerva (96-98), who suc-
ceeded this tyrant, was a mild prince. He reversed in all points the
policy of his predecessor. With Trajan (98-117) there began a
new era in the administration of the world’s government. A re-
gard for the public welfare took the place of the personal passions
and the irresponsible despotism of the preceding period. Trajan
was equally eminent in camp and in council. Sagacious, just,
good-tempered, simple in his ways, taking pleasure in the company
of men like Tacitus and the younger Pliny, he might be expected
to be averse to severe measures against his Christian subjects.
But he was a conservative, with a will to uphold the old Roman
system of public order, and to strengthen the empire against dis-
integrating forces within, as well as against enemies on its borders.
Of the rapid growth of the Church, at least in certain places, we
have an interesting proof in the correspondence of Trajan with
Pliny, who was propremtor in Bithynia. These letters, moreover,
bring us to a landmark in the record of Roman persecutions.
Pliny, writing in 111, represents that in that region many of both
sexes, of all ages, and of every rank were accused of being Chris-
tiang. This ‘“ superstition,” as he calls Christianity, had diffused
itself in country places as well as in cities. The temples of th-
heathen gods had been almost forsaken. Victims fo
found few purchasers. He desired special instrn
method of dealing with this sect that h
ous. In reply, Trajan decides that ¢ha-
they are prosecuted by an ac
victed, in case they refuse t~
pnished. This respon:
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epoch in the conflict of the gospel with the Roman state, as mark-
ing the date when Christianity was expressly made an illegal re-
ligion. No new statute, however, was issued by Trajan. There
was simply an injunction to enforce existing law. But the atti-
tude of the state, as thus defined in relation to the Christian faith,
was adhered to, with intervals of lenity and indulgence, from that
time. According to the more common belief respecting the date of
the death of Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, it was during this reign,
in 110, that he, more than willing to lay down his life for the Chris-
tian cause, was transported to Rome, and perished as a martyr in
the amphitheatre. Hadrian (117-138) was versatile and cultivated,
fond of literature and art, a vigorous ruler who spent the larger
portion of his reign in travelling through the provinces, personally
attendiug to their condition and wants. His temper was moody,
and in his last days cruel. He built costly temples and was a strict
adherent of the old religion. Yet, in reply to the inquiries of a
proconsul in Asin Minor, he said, in substantial accordance with the
mandate of Trajan, that mere petitions and outcries of the popu-
lace, demanding the death of the Christians, were not to be heeded.
There must be a responsible complainant, and a trial and convie-
tion in the usual way. False accusers were to be punished. Under
Marcus Aurelius (161-180), Christians suffered both from popular
fury and from the government. The virtuous emperors were the
most resolute in the attempt to keep out religious innovation. This
wise and philosophic ruler finds in the bearing of Christian martyrs
only signs of obstinacy, and their exultation appears to him, as it
naturally might to a Stoic, a “ tragic show.” In this reign, risings
of the populace against the Christians were frequent. These were
occasioned by the