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JAMES

POTT & CO.

JAMES POTT & CO.

Books forsthe Clergy.
Books for the Laity.
Christmas Books for the Home.
Christmas Books for Children.
Christmas Cards,Kalendars,Pray-
er Books, Bibles, Devotional Books,
etc. etc. A great variety at low-
est prices.

Christmas
Christmas

283 & 2856 FOURTH AVENTUE,
Cor. of 22d Street,

NEW YORK CITY.

FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS.
Historic Churches of Paris.

By WALTER P. LONERGAN. Illustrated with
drawings by-Brinsley 8. Le ranu and from
photographs. Quarto (73 x 1ui iuches),
combination cloth, gilt top (in slip cuse) ;

50.

This entirely new work on the Historic
Churches ot Paris has in the first place very
pronounced merit in being the latest and best
book on a subject full of histcrical and archli-
tectural interest. The author has Industri-
ously searched many authorities and sifted
much evidence in order to make his facts and
dates rellable. 1n the second place, the volume
is one of the handsomest of the present sea-
son—beautifully and richly illusirated, print-
ed in the very best style, and bound effectively
in parti-cloth, with gilt top and uncut edges,
making a very handsome and valuable gift
book. Edition limited to 350 copies for America.

« A splendid volume. . . The text brings
home vividly the most striking episndes in
French history, and the book, while dealing
with facts, and replete with technical details,
is a8 interesting as a romance.’’ —TAe Guardian.

The Church for Americans.

By Rev. WILLIAM M, BROWN, Archdea-
con of Ohio,

FOURTH EDITION, revised, with illus-
trations. 8vo., cloth, $1.25.

Contents : 1. Introductory ; 3. Church Mem
bership; 8. Our Controversy with Roman
ists; 4, Our Controversy with Denomina-
tionalists; 6, The Mother Church of Eng-
land; 6, The American Church; 7, Objec-
tions to the Episcopal Church* 8, Why
Americans 8hould be Eplscopalians.

«“Atlast we have it ! A book that gives a
clear and rightly defined idea of the position
of the Church both in regard of teachings and
historic continuity. as nearest to the copy of
the primitive, undivided ¢ atholic Church, snd
also against the Roman Hierarchy on the one
hand, and the modern Protestant denomlina-

tions on the other, The entire work has a di-

rect unity of purpose. We doubt if there is any

one book to be found which gives in such com-
pact spsce and in such well-arranged manner
acorrect and clear-cut understandiog et the

Church. The best informed Church member

will find it heipful and instructive, and it

would be hard to estimate the superior value
for placing in the hands of those inquiring
about the Church, or willing to be informed
as to her teachings and position.”—The CAurch
News.

THOMAS WHITTAKER, Publisher,
$ and 3 Bible House, New York,

The Doctrine

of tbe

HoLr EUCHARIST,

By the Rev. Hewxrv R. PercivaL, 8. T. D.

IN TRACT FORM.

36 pp. Paper Cover.
5 cents net. Postage, 1 cent.

MEN’S GUILD,

56 West Fortieth Street,
NEW YORK CITY.

And the Church Book Stores.
AN EXHIBITION
—_—OF ——

Ecclesiatical Embroideries,
Vestments and Jewels,

will be held in the Guild room of
ST. IGNATIUS’ CHURCH

——ON— .
Wednesday & Thursday, Dec. 9 & 1o,
under the auspices of
The Women’s Guild.

ADMISSION 25¢.

A SALE
of useful and fancy articles, will be held
at the same time and place.
Luncheon,Wed.,at 1.30 P.M.—Price 50c.
Supper, Thurs., at 7 P. M.—Price 5oc.

@atholic axish Tracts.

The Sacrifice of the Mass.

A Catholic Church.

Transubstantiation.

Auricular Confession.

High Church versus Catholic,

Why not be a rea/ Catholic ?

(Addressed to Roman Catholics.)

Single Tract, Postpaid, 3 cents, twe

for 5 cents, or six for 15 cents.

No. 1.
No. 2.
No. 3.
No. 4.
No. s.
No. 6.

Six Sermons to Men.

Paper Cover
Cloth

20 cents.
40 cents.

A TRACT.

DIVORCE, by a Priest of the American
Church. Reprint from CATHOLIC

CHAMPION. 64 pp. paper, postpaid,
10 Cents.

MBNS GUILD
St. Ignatius Church.

NEW YORK, Q)&EM%EI}, I% Price 10 Cents.
. <

JUST ISSYED: Cirisimas Cards

and

Sacred Pictures

Suitable for Sunday Schools.
$1.00 A HUNDRED,
Sample packet ten cents.

ALTAR BREADS.

Box of samples ten cents.

S8T. MARK’S CUILD,
449 JERSEY AVE.. IERSEY CITY. N. J

TWO NEW BOOKS.

Thoughts for tho
. Christian Year,

By CAROLINE FRANCIS LITTLE,
Author of “Three Vocations, etc.

6With a Peaface by the Rev. W. R. GARDNER,
D.D. President of Nashotah.

16 mo, cloth, red edges. $1{.00.

The Church and the Bible,

An Explanation and Vindication of the Just
Claims of the Bible to Inspiration.

BY REV, WILLIAM BREVOORT BOLMER,
Author of “The Church and the Faith,"” ete.
12 Mo, Cloth, $1.00.

E & . B. YOUNG & CO. Cooper Union, N. Y.

. New V. ok,
Dec. 1st., 1896.

We beg to announce
our annual Display
of Calendars, Cards,
and Chowce Books
Jor the Holidays.

Hoping 1o have
the favour of your
patronage,

We remain,
Respectfully,
CROTHERS & KORTH,

246 Fourth Avenue, New York City.
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- &t Tgnating” Church.

Suunfaygs in  December.,

Pec. 6th.—2d Sunday in Advent. Low Mass, 7, 7:45, 8:30, 9:10 A.M. Matins,
10:20 A. M. Solemn Mass (VonWeber in E flat) 11 A. M. Vespers
and Benediction, 4:30; Compline and Sermon, 8 P. M. Fr. Ritchie
will preach D. V., morning and evenmg Subjects: “Hope through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures” and “Desired of all nations.”

Bec. 13th.—3d Sunday in Advent. Hours of Service as on Dec. 6th.
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARISH.
General Communion at the low Masses of all Communicants,
11 A. M. Gounod'’s Ste Cecilia Mass. Fr. Ritchie will preach morning
and evening. Subjects: “ Our Silver Jubilee” and *“ What shall
we do.”

Bec. 14th.—Parish Festival, in the S. School Room 8 P. M. Toasts and
: Speeches; music, etc. All are invited.

Bec. 20th. —4th Sunday in Advent. Hours of Service as on Dec. 6th. 11 A.M.
Mass, Silas in C. Fr. Nicholas will preach in the morning; Fr.
Ritchie at night. Subjects: ‘ The I—Ionourmg of St. John Baptist”
and “Let us go to Bethlehem.”
MEN ESPECIALLY INVITED THIS SUNDAY EVENING
AT EIGHT.

Bec, 25th.—Christmas Day. Low Mass, 6:15, 7, 7:45, 8:30, ¢:10. 10 A. M.
Solemn Mass, (Haydn’s Impenal) 11 A. M. Vespers (plain) 5 P. M.

BDex. 27tb —I st Sunday after Christmas. Hours of Service as on Dec. 6th.
. M. Mass, Haydn’s Imperial. Fr. Ritchie will prcach in the
evemng Subject : ““ Nevertheless the dimness.”

@hxistmus Ewe,-—Confessions heard from g to 12 A, M. 2 to 6 P. M.
7:30 to 9:30 P. M.

Sermons

REV. ARTHUR RITCHIE.

In Seven Small Volumes.

12 Sermons in Each Votume.

The Ave Maria.
2. With a Song in the Heart.
Dancmg Before the Lord.
4. The Prodlgals Elder Brother.
5. Perishing in Jerusalem.
6. The Stars of God.
7. The Unjust Steward.

Paper Cover, Postpaid, - . 25 Cents
In Paste Board (Antique Style) Postpald 50 *

ADDRESS:

GUILD OF ST. IGNATIUS,
56 W.140th Street. New York.
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Price 10 Cents.

@hurech Hews of the PXouth.

The 8. P. C, K.

There are, we suppose, as there have always
been, a few people who think that the Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge is eatirely or
mainly a society for the diffusion of Christian
literature, 'and the issue of Bibles and Prayer
Books. There are not many, even of the well-
informed, who realize how many sided and far-
reaching the work of the Society really is. Yet
as they turn over the pages of the report, they
will see that there is scarcely a field of Christian
enterprise in which the society does not bear its
part. In the field of religious education it main-
tains in the highest efficiency one of the largest
of our training colleges. In the home mission
field it supports the Stepney Church Training
College for Lay Workers, which is doing a sound
and useful work in the training of lay evangelists,
though, perhaps, on lines less definite than many
of us would desire, and is preparing to spend on
new buildings for this institution alone no less a
sum than £r2,000. Nor is its support of home
mission work limited to the maintenance of
central institutions. It votes nearly £ 3,000 every
year in aid of other training colleges, and for the
building and renting of Sunday schools, besides
other sums for other forms of religious education.
In the foreign mission field the Society finds
ample room for work without trespassing on the
sphere of its daughter the S. P. G. Last year
about 4800 were voted towards the endowment
of two colonial Bishoprics, 48,000 were given
for the building of mission churches and mission
schools abroad, and 43,000 were devoted to the
furtherance, in various ways of medical missions.
A£jsoo are allotted to the Assyrian Mission, and
the sums given to other forms of educational
religious work, including the distribution of
literature in about 100 languages, reach a very
large total.

In literature the Society is better known,
not only as the semi official publishing house
of the Church, but as the provider of books
of solid learning and wholesome fiction, for
priests and people. Five and twenty years
ago the Society’s publications were a by-
word for dulness: to-day the best proof of
the editorial and literary ability which the
Society commands is the fact that the publica-
tions sell well, and even in times of competition
and depression yield a large sum to the general
funds. And its work in translation and publica-

tion is one of incalculable importance to the
mission work of the whole Church. Not only
do the workers in every mission field turn to the
S. P. C. K. with confidence that their reasonable
requests will invariably be granted, but the
Church is indebted to the Society for the great
pains and care it takes to ensure accurate ver-
sions, acting as it does as a home authority in
regard to all translations of the Bible and Prayer
Book. The Archbishop of Canterbury is a court
of final reference; and those who know tell us
with what painstaking care and labour the late
Archbishop bore his share in this part of the
Society’s work, and considered the many difficult
and delicate cases submitted to him. We venture,
without fear of contradiction, to affirm that there
is no one society which does better and more
varied work for the Church than the S. P. C. K.,
and that partly because it has set before itself
one great aim, without binding itself to accom-
plish its ends by any particular methods. Its
great merit is its elasticity and adaptability. It
is bound by no hard and fast rules, but is able
to take up any movement that tends for good,
and is for the benefit of the Church.—Churck
Times.

At the Holy Cross Mission Church, Kingston,
N. Y., Rev. Charles Mercer Hall, Rector,-a most
successful Parochial Mission was held Nov. 7-
18th. The Rev. Father Sargent, Superior O.H.
C., assisted by the Rev. Fr. Fisher, Rector of S.
Andrew’s, Buffalo, were the missioners, The in-
terest increased daily. Father Sargent’s sermons
and addresses were comprehensive and forceful,
and carried his hearers. Father Fisher gave the
mid-day talk at the service for working girls,and
held the almost undivided attention of the
children for an hour, in the afternoon. Towards
the close of the Mission over 5o children made
their first confession, and a number of adults
were brought to the tribunal of penance for the
first time. Brother Bernard accompanied Fr.
Sargent. The missioners departed after the
General Communion on Thursday morning, Nov.
19, at 6 o’clock ¢ like three ghosts ""—but a bless-
ing was left behind them.

Two Sisters of the Holy Nativity are now
living in this parish and are proving to be vastly
useful to Father Hall in his efforts to maintain
and further the Catholic religion in the quaint
old Dutch town of Kingston.

Catholics will rejoice that St. Paul’s Cathedral,
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and not Westminster Abbey, shall be the great
central scene of the functions associated with the
jubilee accession fefe in June next.

DR. MORTIMER’S NEW BOOK.

Catholics will be interested in the appearance
this month of “ Catholic Faith aad Practice,” by
the Revd. Alfred G. Mortimer, D.D., rector of S.
Mark's, Philadelphia. It will be a volume of about
350 pages, of dogmatic theology so far as con-
cerns communicants, with full marginal analysis
and table of contents, intended primarily for the
younger clergy and treated from the point of
view of scientific theology, but written in a pop-
ular style so as to be useful to the laity, especially
in preparing for Confirmation and First Commu-
nion. This will be the most notable and valuable
book of the year.

It isvery cheering to read the notes of Catholic
progress which appear in each issue of the An-

gelus, and to see notes of the increasing celebra-
tion of High Masses and of ¢ Benediction—the
necessary complement of Mass. ”

Now that Cardinal Vaughan has succeeded in
his plan of “mistering” all the Priests of the
Anglican Communion, and has hoodwinked the
authorities at Rome into declaring their Orders
absolutely invalid, would it not be well for An-
glicans to leave this game to him, and henceforth
to give to every Priest who believes in his Orders
the title “ Father "?—Angelus. .

This is good reading: By the will of Mrs
Cornelia K. Griswold, recently admitted to pro-
bate, almost the whole of a large fortune is be-
queathed to the Church of St. Edward the
Martyr, New York, and to its rector, the Rev.
Edw. Wallace-Neil, Sc. D. The Sisterhood of
S. Monica also receives a bequest. We heartily
congratulate Father Wallace-Neil.

Book Hotices.

THe INsPIRATION oF HisTorvy. By the Rev.
James Mulchahey, S. T. D., Vicar-emeritus of
St. Paul’s Chapel, Trinity. Parish, New York.
135 pp.: cloth, 12 mo.: 1896. New York.
Thomas Whitaker.

This volume consists of seven lectures on the
substantial credibility of the Bible, prepared
doubtless for parochial use, and, with the excep-
tion of certain parts, fairly well adapted for that
purpose, but hardly aspiring to the position of a
treatise, and hardly justifying its title. The
author certainly makes out his case, which he
himself states in the last chapter to be “to make
it clear that the history which is recorded and
exemplified in the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments is true history, which means
simply that there has been, in the actual life of
the world, such an era, with such a people, under
such government, and led and taught by such
persons as are described in the books of the Old
Testament; and that the era in which we are
now living had its origin in the Person whose
history is recorded and whose teachings are cor-
rectly reproduced in the New Testament,” [t

was not necessary or even pertinent to the argu-
ment for “ the substantial truth of the Biblical
records ” to make a statement such as this on
p. 81:—“The objections against the so-called
critical ’ theory of the Israelite history do not
require an insistence upon the historical accura-
cy (in accordance with our modern historic sense)
of every part of the Pentateuch or other pre-
prophetic books of the Old Testament as we now
have them.” An insistence upon the absolute
inerrancy of Holy Scripture is demanded of
every Christian. Modern critics have failed to
show any mistake or error in the books of Moses
or in any other part of the Word of God, and we
claim for the Bible far more than mere *sub-
stantial accuracy.” This passage mars the oth-
erwise good argument of the first 80 pages of
the book, in which the historical character of the
Bible is defended against “ the pre-judgments of
determined scepticism,” the Old Testament pic-
ture of David is admirably vindicated, the
critics’ *“ wholesale claims to nineteenth century
infallibility  are well disputed, and reverence is
shown to be “indispensably essential in a true
historical spirit.” There is also a good argu-
ment drawn from the existence of the Jews,
their consciousness of their -vocation, their
unique belief in One God, their separation from
other nations, and their conception of God as a
righteous Being—facts which the critics fail to
account for, impregnable defences of the Old
Testament at which the critics may fire their
putty balls as long as they have breath,and which
will still stand firm when the mist of rational-
ism rises.

The author’s language in regard to inspiration
is most unsound. He states that “it has been
believed . . that the Biblical books
were productions of authors who wrote them un-
der a special kind of inspiration. Many have
held this point of faith, as if it must necessarily
include the opinion that these writers were exc/u-
sévely inspired, and so inspired only or chiefly
for the very purpose of writing these books.

But there is no substantial basis for this theory.”
This leaves us wondering whether Dr. Mulchahey
denies to the writers of the Bible “ aspecial kind
of inspiration,” or whether he holds this as a
‘* point of faith,” and denies a certain opinion
concerning this. Whatever his meaning here, it
is evident further on that he does deny the
special inspiration of the prophets, that he re-
gards them as merely ““ on the mountain tops of
inspiration,” enjoying “ the highest degree of in-
spiration,” while “the whole nation was inspir-
ed,” and he audaciously compares “the poetical
inspiration of Homer, Dante or Milton, or the
dramatic inspiration of Eschylus, Sophocles or
Shakespeare, or the philosophical inspiration of
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, or Kant,” with “the
religious inspiration of Moses and the Prophets,
in the Old Testament, or of the Apostles.” With
the author so far astray on so vital a matter we
almost hesitate to commend the really good
chapter (vi.) in which he argues that the very
existence of the New Testament and the state of
human society witness to the historical existence
of Jesus Christ, and that His Divinity is surely
attested by “ the world-wide and time-enduring
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vitality of His religion,” “ His perfect exemplifi-
cation of benevolence in absolute unselfishness,”
“ the altruistic tone and spirit of His teaching,”
and “ His personal condescension, humiliation
and suffering,” and that “the faith of Christen-
dom ” is ““grounded in thoroughly substantiated
historical fact—fact which lacks no point of
evidence by which the truth of history is univer-
sally admitted to be demonstrated.”

THANKSGIVINGS AFTER THE COMMUNION OF THE
Bopy AND Broop of CurisT. Compiled from
Ancient and Modern Sources by a Layman of
the American Church: With an Introduction
by Rev. George McClellan Fiske, D.D. 8o pp.:
narrow octavo: cloth, $§1.00: paper, 75c. Bos-
ton: The Merrymount Press.

This little book is unique, not alone in its con-
tents, but also in its intensely ecclesiastical
typography and its artistic oddness. It is a most
welcome enrichment of our devotional literature,
and we feel a pride in it as the work of a Lay-
man of the American Church.

Dr. Fiske’s introduction, full of devout ap-
preciation of the Blessed Sacrament, will help
many souls to make more thorough appropriation
of its virtue by giving heed to the use of thanks-
giving in preserving the fruits of Commnnion.
He has put this duty and practical need very
tersely and forcibly. . Part I. contains 55 Thanks-
givings gathered from 26 Ancient Liturgies,
Part II. has 37 Thanksgivings from modern
books of devotion, and Part IIl. consists of 22
Psalms which may be used as acts of thanksgiv-
ing after Communion. *“Devotions of the sickly,
sentimental type” have been avoided, and the

prayers “will hardly seem forced or unreal to the
manliest mind,” but “it has not been deemed ex-
pedient so to modify the language as to conform
it more closely to ordinary Anglican modes of
thought and speech.” These are merits of the
book, as justly set forth in the Introduction, but
the most striking feature is the unfolding of the
possibilities of thanksgiving after Mass, and the
marvellous richness of the prayers.

We are sure the Priests who love to minister
daily at the Altar and the lay-folk who love to
hear Mass will delight to use this book to enrich
their thanksgivings and will find that it will aid
them to ‘ feed on Him in their hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.’

A RaMBLE AT SEWANEE. Baccalaureate Ser-
mon, A. D., 1896. By the Revd. Charles F..
Hoffman, D.D,, LL D.,, D.C. L. 147 pp.:
cloth, 12 mo.: 65 cts. New York: E. & J. B.
Young & Co.

This book finds the excuse for its title in the
twelve views which it gives of the scenery and
buildings of our University of the South at
Sewanee, Tenn. Churchmen will rejoice at the
beauty of the buildings and location, but wonder
at the bareness of the Altar in the Oratory of S,
Luke's Hall. Dr. C. F. Hoffman's sermon is a
sort of ramble in theology, with 15 appendices

and g adderida, but happily he does not wander
out of the beaten tracks of orthodoxy, and we are
gratified to find that the Author holds strongly
to the Catholic doctrine of the Incarnation and
our Lord’s infallibility in all things, excluding
all possibility of ignorance. Itis needless to say
that Dr. Heffman is strongly opposed to the
divorce of religion from education, for his large
benefactions to the cause of Christian education
are a witness to this.

The eleventh issue of ¢ The Girls’ Kalendar’
published for ¢ The Girls’ Friendly Society for
America’ is particularly happy in basing an in-
struction on the virtues of childhood especially
commended by our Blessed Lord to those who
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, upon the
lives of certain “children of the Bible;"” each of
the twelve sheets of the calendar beautifully
portraying one of these “children"” as a type of
the virtue to be cultivated; while accompanying
the illustration is an abundance of letter-press,
carefully gleaned from many sources; the whole
rather excelling the high standard heretofore
maintained by this publication.

THE INvocATION oOF SaAINTS— There are
some people so selfish in religion that they
wish to deny to others the privileges which
they themselves do not enjoy. Invocation
of Saints has never been regarded as necessary
to salvation ; but why people should object to a
practice so pious and so beneficial is difficult to
understand. To be sure there have been injuri-
ous caricatures of the practice in some parts of
the Christian Church, but that is no reason why
the Catholic doctrine underlying the custom, as
well as the custom itself, should be abandoned.—
S. Clement's Magasine.

In the (Roman) Catholic Times a gentleman,
who signs himself “J. Canon O’Hanlon,” states
plumply that the Edwardine ordinal did not ex-
press the grace and power of the sacred order of
priesthood. The only conclusion to be drawn
from such an astounding statement is that he has
not seen the ordinal in question. To all intelli-
gent English Church students it must be well
known that in that ordinal the Lesson from St.
John xx., the address of the bishop to the people,
the bishop’s prayers, the public examination, the
solemn gift of the Holy Ghost with priestly
commission (to forgive sins, dispense the word of
God, and minister the Holy Sacraments, in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost), and the delivery of the instruments
—all prove to the clearest demonstration that
Mr. O'Hanlon’s statement is the fruit of simple
igrorance of the character of therite. Oneneed
not woader that he has had the misfortune to
render himself ridiculous.—ChAurck Review

A fashionable lady used to wear in Paris four
common pins, set in diamonds. She said they
had preserved her husband’s life;.for as a Polish
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patriot he was imprisoned with nothing to do»
and his one employment was to throw the pins
on the floor, and with shut eyes search for them
till he found them—a very notable example how
he thought that his idleness would induce insan-
ity.—Church Review.

Mr. Gladstone's Butler’'s Analogy.

The effect of Butler’s work is, not only to place
the existence of an intelligent and moral Author
of the Universe on a new and very striking basis,
but what is more, to still the doubts and meet
the objections and difficulties which surround the
question of His existence.

In order to show this let us approach the works
of Butler, not with the assumption which the
Deists were ready to grant, but from the point of
view of modern Agnosticism. Here, however,
there is an initial difficulty. It is hard to find an
intelligible statement of the position of Agnos-
ticism. Of course, on the question whether God
exists it is very easy to say ‘I don’t know,’ or ‘it
is impossible for us to say.” But that is not an
intelligible statement of the Agnostic position.
What we want to know is how far, exactly, the
Divine idea ought to be modified, and what
ought to be our attitude towards it. And this
we can nowhere find stated in an intelligible
way. In fact, so deep does the Divine idea lie in
the human intelligence, that an intelligible state-
ment of the Agnostic position can hardly be
made without compromising the very thing it is
intended to define. Certainly this is the case
with the statement of Mr. Herbert Spencer, who
may be considered the most distinguished repre-
sentative of the school. He defines his position
in these words, which are the outcome of a long
argumentation—°‘ The Power which the Universe
manifests to us is utterly inscrutable.” Let us
look somewhat closely at this definition. The
criticism of it will open up the questions which
will serve to determine the position which But-
ler is calculated to hold in view of present diffi.
culties.

The statement declares that something is
utterly inscrutable, and in the same breath it
declares that this something is a Power, and that
it is manifested to us by the Universe. But if it
is a Power, surely we do know a considerable
deal about it. It is the Supreme Power, and as a
Power it is thought of (that is no slight amount
of knowledge) as a Unity, and as belonging to
the causative side of things. Then it is said to
be manifested to us by the Universe. But how
manifested ? Is the Power the.Universe itself ?
Or the sum total of the forces of the Universe ?
Or is it a Power which lies behind the Universe
and its forces ? This we are not told, All that
we are told is that it is in some way so connected
with the Universe that the Universe manifests it.
But here surely we are landed in a flat contradic-
tion. For if the Universe manifests it, the Power
cannot be ‘utterly inscrutable.’ It is, in fact,
open to our knowledge ; yes, open, sn exactly the
same way as the Universe itself and its forces are

open. This is quite clear. For if it should be

-urged that the Power is n stself inscrutable, it

may be replied that this is the case also with the
Universe and its forces. [/n themselves they are
¢ utterly inscrutable ' No one, for instance, knows
what the force of gravity is, instse/f. From that
point of view, it is utterly inscrutable. But sci-
ence does know a considerable deal adout the
force of gravity. In fact, as we know, the science
of astronomy is built up mainly out of our knowl-
edge of that force.

We thus see that in the above sentence Mr.
Spencer has raised a false issue. He meant to
draw a distinction between the Supreme Power
and the Universe which manifests it. He meant
it to be understood that, whereas the former is
utterly inscrutable, the latter is open to our
knowledge. But no such distinction exists ; both
stand upon the same footing. We know and can
know neither the Supreme Power nor the Uni-
verse ¢n themselves ; but we can, by diligent study,
come to know a great deal adout both. Science
is witness how much we can know about the Uni-
verse. And so, in regard to the Supreme Power,
though we cannot know it in itself, yet by study-
ing the Universe which manifests it, we may
come to know a great deal about it.

The point is so important that we may add a
few words more. No competent theologian, in
affirming God to be a Personal Being, would say
that He is so in exactly the same sense as man is
a personal being. So neither would any compe-
tent theologian, least of all Butler, say that we
have a perfect knowledge of the Infinite Power,
or, in other words, that we know It in itself. All
he would say is, that we know some things about
It. And the principal points which it most con-
cerns us to know, and which indeed form the
bone of contention between the Agnostic and the
Christian, are, whether or not the Supreme Power
possesses, as attributes, intelligence and a moral
nature. The great aim of the teleological argu-
ment as wielded by the Christian theologian is to
come to some conclusion on these points. The
Universe, as a whole, and in the relation of its
parts, is studied to see whether it manifests not
only wisdom and power, but goodness and benefi-
cence. But inseeking to determine these points,
the Christian theologian is far from aiming at a
perfect knowledge of God. This he knows is be-
yond the reach of the human mind. The intelli-
gence of God may be, nay, certainly is, infinitely
higher than that of man, and God’s moral nature
is perfect. There may be also, or rather there
are, depths in the Divine Being of which we have
not the remotest conception. God as He is in
Himself is far above, out of our ken. And yetif
we see, for certain, in His Universe marks of in-
telligence in the human sense and tokens of good-
ness as we understand it, we have gained a con-
siderable knowledge adout God—a knowledge
also whioh concerns us all very deeply.

The position therefore is this. The Agnostic
would deny and the Christian theologian would
affirm that intelligence and a moral nature are
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known by us to be attributes of the Supreme
Power. And both parties would proceed to argue
the matter. We cannot follow them in the argu-
ment ; for this is not the place to discuss the
great teleological question. Nevertheless it is
necessary, in order to clear up the position which
Butler holds in reference to modern difficulties,
to signalize the main points in it.

Both parties would in the first instance go to
external nature. And the Christian would point
to the marvellous order of the Cosmos as mani-
festing intelligence. He would point not only to
the relations of the Cosmos as it now exists, but
to what is perhaps a stronger manifestation of
intelligence in the Supreme Power, the order of
its history—the history, for instance, of the or-
ganic world, culminating in man, the crown and
glory of the visible world. To this the Agnostic
Evolutionist of the ordinary stamp would reply :
The order to which you point is not a real order;
it is only something which assumes to our minds
the appearance of order. At all events, it is not
the result of intelligence. That it has not been
brought about by intelligence is proved by the
simple fact that it is all the work of the unintel-
ligent forces of nature. Evolutionists, however,
of a higher stamp would probably demur to this
simple treatment of the question, and they would
concur with the Christian in replying : The order
of the Universe is a fact—a marvellous fact, and
it cannot be dissolved into nothingness, and con-
jured away by simply pointing out that it has
been brought about by the unintelligent forces
of nature. It must have a cause, and if
the unintelligent forces of rature cannot have
caused it, we must go back from them in or-
der to find the cause. This retrogressive pro-
cess has for its first step the question : On what
do the forces of nature depend ? What has given
them their character and constitution ? The an-
swer is: They are what they are in virtue of the
Laws by which the Universe is governed. But
we cannot rest in Laws. We must go still further
back, and ask again: On what do the laws by
which the Universe is governed depend? The
answer is clear and unmistakable. The Laws of
Nature are dependent on and grow out of the
nature and constitution of the ultimate elements
—the matter and the energy—of which the Uni-
verse is composed. We thus arrive at the ulti-
mate fact, at least the fact beyond which we can-
not go, which may be stated in this way. The
ultimate elements of which the Universe is com-
posed have been so constituted and so distributed
as to lead to, or, to speak more accurately, make
possible, the marvellous Cosmos we sge around
us. But is it possible they could have received
this constitution and distribution from a Power
or Cause which was unintelligent? If we think
over the matter, we shall see that in whatever
way we may suppose the ultimate elements of the
Universe to have been brought into being, it
must have been by a Power or Cause possessed
of intelligence. For clearly they were shaped
and fashioned with a view to all that was to fol-

low. No doubt the teleological argument has
been dislocated by the theory of Evolution, but
that dislocation, so far from weakening, has, in
our opinion, immensely strengthened it.—Churck
Quarterly Review.

CaTtHoric PaPers. No. 28. Issuep UNDER THE
AuspPiCEs OF THE CLERICAL UNION FOR THE
MAINTENANCE AND DEFENCE oF CATHOLIC
PRINCIPLES.

The Catholic Training of the Young.

The Honly Church has no greater duty than that
of training up the young in the Catholic Faith-
The prosperity and growth of the Church in com-
ing years depends largely on the work which we
are doing among the children now. Youth is
undoubtedly the most favorable time for teach-
ing ; and the young are more willing to receive
dogmatic instruction, that comes with authority,
than persons of riper years. Itis most important,
therefore, that the teaching that our young peo-
ple receive should be true, clear, dogmatic and
positive.

The greatest enemy to the Catholic Faith which
we have now is the average Sunday School. The-
oretically the Sunday School is a place where
children receive religious instruction, and are
taught the Church Catechism. Practically it is
a place where we entrust children, at the time
when they are most open to influence and in-
struction, to the care of incompetent and ignor-
ant lay people, who arein dense ignorance of the
Catholic Faith, and who, unintentionally, are
teaching false docirine and heresy. An ideal
Sunday School would be one where all the teach-
ers were well grounded in Catholic theology and
who had a real vocation to teach. But, alas ! the

-average Sunday School teacher’s case is that of

those ‘ desiring to be teachers of the law : un-
derstanding neither what they say, nor whereof
they affirm.” The only qualifications most teach-
ers have are piety and a desire * to take aclass.”
In most parishes the clergy are only too thankful
to get any respectable person to undertake the
duty of teaching in the Sunday School, for
competent teachers are almost impossible to
find.

Sunday Schools have come to stay. We must
make the best of them under the circumstances
and offset the “ erroneous and strange " teaching
in every way we can. The writer has had to do
with Sunday Schools for a good many years, and
he has found two things very useful as antidotes
to the ignorance of the teachers. One is teach-
ers’ classes, where the priest teaches the lesson to
the teachers and answers any questions they may
propound to him. It is well to have the class on
Saturday afternoon, and to require all the teach-
ers to attend. The other is to have a Children’s
Vespers in Church every Sunday afternoon, and
to catechise and teach publicly himself, and to be
careful to be clear and dogmatic, and as interest-
ing ashe can be. This is hard and distasteful to
most priests, and there is a great temptation to
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leave it to curates or lay superintendents; but
the Church is most clear in i’equiring the pastor
himself to feed God’s lambs.

“The Minister of every Parish shall diligently,
upon Sundays and Holy Days, or on some other
convenient occasions, openly in the Church, in-
struct or examine so many Children of his Par-
ish,sent unto him, as he shall think convenient,
in some part of the Catechism.” (Rubric at end
of the Catechism.)

The writer has found by experience that sixor
seven hundred children and adults could be
brought to this service in a Church where the
Sunday School numbered less than a hundred
and fifty. At these services the music should be
such as the children can sing readily, and the ser-
vice itself not more than half an hour long, with
an address or catechising of about fifteen or
twenty minutes. Itis possible to teach adults at
these services many things, over the children’s
heads, as it were, which they do not know, but
which they are ashamed not to know, and would
resent in a more formal sermon.

If the service in Church takes an hour, half an
hour is enough for the Sunday School session,
which will be principally spent in calling the roll,
exchanging library books and such routine busi-
ness, and so the teachers will have little time to
teach more than the bare text of the lesson. May
I suggest the Rev. Wm. McGarvey’s Catechism
as most useful in Sunday $Schools, and of un-
doubted orthodoxy ? The Trinity Catechism is
good, except that it only teaches six Sacraments.
Most of the leaflets are harmless : but they are
so undogmatic and “safe” as to be practically
useless in a Catholic Sunday School.

So much for counteracting the harm done in
Sunday Schools. Now let us consider some pos-
itive work for Christ among children. The first
requisite for training young people in the Cath-
olic religion is a Children’s Mass. Children,
having wasted less of their Baptismal Grace than
older persons, are devout, and cansoon be taugh;
to worship Christ on His Altar Throne, and to
love the Holy Mass. This Mass should be at
about nine o’clock on Sunday morning and should
be a Low Mass with hymns. The Rev. Dr. Mor-
timer, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Philadel-
phia, has written some hymns for Children’s Mass
which are simple and most effective. The music
is in his volume of “Forty Hymn Tunes.” All
the music should be sung by the children them-
selves. A very short address on the Blessed Sa-
crament may be introduced where it is thought
best , but as a rule the Mass alone is enough.

Sodalities for children are very useful indeed
in promoting the Catholic religion. It is best to
have a simple but definite rule, and to require an
acknowledgment of all breaches of the rule to
the Guild Mistress. The meetings should be
bright and not too “pious”; but the Guild mis-
tresses should win the children’s love and confi-
dence, and so lead them to Penance and careful
obedience to the Preceptsof the Church. A child
who has heard Mass regularly every Sunday and

Holy Day of Obligation, and who has frequented
the Tribunal of Mercy for ten or twelve years, is
likely to ‘“continue in the same unto his life's
end.” But a child who has gone only to Sunday
School, and has been taught nothing definite
there; and who has substituted that for the

attendance at Church, is likely to leave when he
is fifteen or sixteen years old and to be lost to

the Church.

I am informed by one who is an authority on
Sunday Schools that not ten per cent. of the
children taught at his model Sunday School are
ever brought to Confirmation, or ever become
regular attendants at the Church. Children are
sent there to keep them off the streets, or to get
them out of the way at home. They are made a
great deal of. They have business places secured
for them. And very fine Christmas and Easter
presents and festivals are provided; but the
Church seldom secures them. Sunday Schools
in Catholic parishes are small, as a rule. The
children are not petted much, they are taught
stern facts and duties, and, unless they are
driven away as the followers of Christ were at
Capernaum by “hard sayings,” they are apt to
come to the Sacraments and go on in the way of
salvation.

Confirmation and First Communion Classes
are precious opportunities for the priest to teach
the Catholic Faith to children. Never again will
such a chance to influence them come to the
faithful priest. If he teach the Truth many will
go “back and walk no more with him :"” but
those who remain will be all the stronger by this
separation.

Some priests dare not teach the whole truth
lest their Confirmation Classes become small;
but we ought to care more for quality and less
for quantity in these holy matters. I remember
the first course of Confirmation lectures I ever
heard, had for a subject the Missionary Journeys
of St. Paul. It is not probable that the class so
taught was ever very strong in the Catholic
faith, although some members of it, thank God,
soon had stronger meat than that to strengthen
them against sin, Satan and death. To recapit-
ulate. First, as antidotes to the imperfect and
false teaching of incompetent Sunday School
teachers, it is well to have teachers’ classes in-
structed by the Priest of the parish, and to have
children’s Vespers “ openly in the Church ” with
clear and dogmatic teaching by the rector him-
self. Then in a positive way, teach the children
to worship Christ in the Blessed Sacrament by
having childrens’ Mass every Sunday and Holy

Day of Obligation. Then have Sodalities and
Confraternities where the children will learn to
practise the Catholic religion, and become expert
in the chief dogmas of the Faith.

Finally, declare the whole counsel of God in
Confirmation classes, and suppress all fear of
consequences, and then we may hope that those
children who do approach the Sacraments may
persevere to the end. And in a generation
from now we may hope to have a mass of parents
who will themselves cooperate with the priests
in teaching the Catholic Faith,
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Through Fire and Water.

‘“ We went through fire and water, and Thou broughtest
us ount into a wealthy place.’’ Ps. LXVI., 11.

One of the greatest difficulties with which we
have to contend in trying to spread the Catholic
faith among people of our own Communion is
found in the popular understanding or misunder-
standing of the Articles of Religion. These
have been interpreted for so many years almost
exclusively in a such Protestant sense, that when
one tries to show they are not fairly so takenin a
great many instances, he is looked upon as dis-
ingenuous and disloyal in spirit to the Anglican
Church. When Newman wrote Tract 9o, main-
taining very clearly and logically that the Articles

might be fairly taken in a Catholic sense, and .

were not legitimately understood as Protestants
were wont to understand them, he was assailed
on every hand as a Romaniser, practically a
Jesuitin disguise as the saying is. His work was
regarded as thoroughly disingenuous. Itis true
that in many particulars Newman'’s position was
unanswerable, however, and those who were de-
termined to bring about the condemnation of his
work made use of the argument that the writers
and framers of the Articles held the Protestant
view on all disputed points, therefore they could
not fairly be thought to teach Catholic doctrine
however susceptible their language might be of
a Catholic interpretation. But there was no
adequate proof of this. It was known that in
many particulars the foremost Churchmen of the
days of the Articles held strong Catholic doctrine,
and it was only fair to say that if the Articles
honestly and logically read supported such doc-
trine, they might not be used against it even
though some of the men who had a hand in set-
ting them forth were Protestants in their personal
convictions. It is always a dangerous argument
to insist upon a questionable interpretation be-
cause there is reason to 'think the writer of the
passage to be interpreted held certain opinions.
For in the first place many men are inconsistent
and do not always think the same thing, and 'in
the second place God often overrules the per-
sonal ideas of His servants to further His grac-
ious ends. The fact seems to be that the Articles
of Religion were meant to be a peace-making
declaration, to reconcile thc more hasty reform-
ing spirits to the sober ways of traditional Chris-
tianity, and to moderate the excesses of medi-
evalism by a wholesome affirmation of primitive
and sound Catholic theology. Bishop Forbes
has brought out, in his great work on the Thirty
Nine Articles, the way in which everyone of
them sets forth temperately and soundly the old
faith of Church, guarding carefully against
medieval abuses and at the same time steering
quite clear of Protestant novelties. Among
scholars and theologiansit would seem impossible
now to maintain seriously that the Articles were
uncatholic. Nevertheless there is still the strong
feeling in many quarters in the Church, among
our less-instructed lay folk—a feeling to which
controversialists sometimes pander—that the
Articles of Religion condemn many Catholic be-
liefs and practices. For example one may hear

it gravely argued even by ecclesiastics in high
position that the Anglican Church condemns
Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament because
Article XXVIII says: ‘“The Sacrament of the
Lord's Supper was not by Christ’s ordinance re-
served.” They urge that if a thing is not of
Christ's ordinance it is unlawful. . But when you
point then to Article XXV., which says that Con-
firmation (among other Sacraments) has not any

“visible sign or ceremony ordained of God, they are

unable to maintain that the outward form of the
Laying on of Hands is unlawful in Confirmation,
though by their own principle they should do so.
Indeed some of our Bishops gravely assert that
the Laying on of Hands is essential to valid Con-
firmation, despite the fact that the Article asserts
that no sign or ceremony was ordained of God
for this Sacrament.

I. One of the most commonly quoted of the
Articles, when one wants to say something
agajnst Catholic doctrine is Article XXII, which
declares that ‘‘The Romish doctrine concerning
Purgatory, Pardons, Worshipping and Adora-
tion, as well of Images as of Relics, and also
Invocation of Saints, is a fond thing, vainly in-
vented, and grounded upon no warranty of
Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of
God.” Many an one fancies that he has a com-
plete and crushing argument against the teaching
of Purgatory and of the Invocation of Saints in
the Anglican Church when he has quoted this
Article. As a matter of fact we have but to look
at the text of it for a moment to see that what it
condemns is neither Purgatory nor the Invoca-
tion of Saints, but the Romish doctrine concern-
ing these matters. And that expression the Kom-
isk doctrine is a noteworty one. It is not the doc-
trine of the Church of Rome. That surely is the
language which would have been used had the
framers of the Articles meant to denounce the
official teaching of the Roman Communion.
There is abundant evidence that by the Romisk
doctrine is meant the popular belief of the Roman-
ists of that day. There is no doubt whatever
that the common notion of Christians in Europe
in the later medieval times about the matters of
which the Article speaks, was miserably corrupt.
Purgatory was represented as a lesser hell, of
the most revolting aspect; Pardons or Indulg-
ences were hawked about and sold with utter
shamelessness; Images and Relics were so as-
sociated with trickery and fraud that holy things
could not be distinguished from those which were
polluted ; and the Invocation of the Saints had
usurped the place which belongs to our Lord
alone. The Romish doctrine concerning all these
things was about as bad as it possibly could be;
and Article XXII. sounded a righteous and well-
deserved protest.

II. But are we to suppose that the Angli-
can Church meant to condemn the right and
Catholic doctrine upon all these matters? If
there is anything clear in the position of the
English reformers of the 16th and 17th centuries
it is that they meant to hold fast to the primitive
Church, the early Fathers, and the ecumenical
councils. It might be admitted for the sake of
argument—though I do not believe it is true—
that the Anglican divines did not know, or if
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“they knew superficially did not comprehend, all
that is involved in the appeal to Christendom in
the days when the East and West were not yet
separated. They unquestionably intended to
take the catholicity of that period as their guide
and standard in rejecting medieval Romanism;
and we may not fairly judge Anglican Church-
manship by any other standard. The primitive
Fathers certainly believed in purgatory and in
the invocation of the Saints. The undivided
Church in the days of the great ecumenical coun-
cils certainly believed in the worshipping (though
of course not with dsvine honour) of images and
relics, and we have the best grounds therefore for
holding to belief both in purgatory and in invo-
cation in the Anglican Communion.

II1. It may be freely admitted, with regard to
the state of the departed, that there were very
wide differences of popular belief in early Chris-
tian times. This is not to say that there were
not always recognized certain fundamental prin-
ciples, nor that certain facts were not expressly
defined by the Church universal when occasion
arose to define them in order to overthrow per-
nicious heresies. The Church has clearly ex-
pressed herself as to there being no probation
after death, and that the punishment of the
wicked is eternal. But with regard to what fol-
lows immediately upon death, and the condition
of souls in the world of spirits, there have been
various opinions and teachings,gradually crystal-
lizing as the weight of evidence became clear,
and the bearing of the several theories was better
discerned.

1. It was always believed that there was an in-
termediate state between, this life and the full
triumph of God’s Kingdom which is to begin
with the final judgment. For not until the final
judgment do the large majority, at least,of souls
receive again their bodies. We may not say ab-
solutely that none of the departed yet have their
bodies because the Bible tells us that many of
the saints which slept about Jerusalem arose
after our Lord’s resurrection, and went into the
holy city, and appeared unto many. One can
hardly suppose that these had to surrender their
bodies again to the grave. But some of the early
writers hold that this intermediate state is the
universal condition for all the departed, both the
saved and the lost, and that neither will the

righteous enter into the joys of paradise nor the

wicked into the awful awe of hell until after the
last judgment. Those who write thus are to be
understood as dwelling upon the fact of the resur-
rection of the body as necessary to the complete-
ness of human nature. The souls of the saved
must have their bodies before they can enjoy the
bliss of heaven in full activity, and the souls of
the lost must re-enter their miserable but etern-
ally enduring bodies, before they can know the
full awfulness of hell. .

2. While there are some of the early writers
who incline to the opinion that the souls of the
departed are in uncertainty as to their fate until
the final judgment at the end of the world, there
seems to be no adequate ground for such an
opinion. The parable of Dives and Lazarus
would appear to be conclusive against it, for it is
evident that Lazarus was in happiness while
Dives was conscious that he was in hell.

3. Again St. Paul teaches us very plainly that
every man'’s work, if he have builded upon Christ
as a foundation, shall be tried with fire. And he
declares that the righteous are to be saved ‘‘yet
so as by fire.”

4. Holy Scripture in other places teaches us
that the martyrs,who may be understood to have
had their fiery trial in the hour of their passing,
arein bliss in paradise, They cry out from under
the Altar, ‘“ How long, O Lord ?" yet they have
fair white robes given them; and those who were
beheaded for ‘“the witness of Jesus,” live and
reign with Christ for a thousand years, that is
during this present time before the days of anti-
christ. St Paul speaks of *‘the spirits of just
men made perfect,” as of the number of those
heavenly ones with whom the earthly Church is
in communion.

5. It has been the general belief of Christen-
dom, East and West alike, that the larger number
of the saved are not fit to enter heaven at once
upon their going forth from this world. While
they are accepted, they yet need to be prepared
for the unspeakable glory of the Vision of God.

IV. There may be a certain amount of vague-
ness in the notion we have of the nature of the
preparation which is required by the souls of the
faithful in order that they may be quite fitted
for paradise. I think however we can under-
stand at least two sorts of need as likely to exist
in their case.

1. First that of spiritual disposition. When
we think seriously of our inner selves we must be
appalled at the wrong bent of the greater part of
our nature. We seem possessed with the spirit
of worldliness. We are so sordid, so concerned
about money and the important things of this
world; when we pray, our petitions are almost
entirely with regard to temporal concerns, and
when we are engaged outwardly in sublimest
worship or devoutest meditation, our thoughts
are aften far away, fixed upon business, or oc-
cupation of some other sort, wrestling with the
problems of this world. Then too we are so
sensual. The most revolting and degrading
thoughts and imaginations rise constantly within
our souls, and afford our passionate longings a
shameful delight. How utterly estranged we are
at such times from the state of the pure in heart
who alone can see God. Yet again we are so
consumed with pride, self-importance, haughti-
ness, the consciousness of our dignity and our
rights. There seems to be not the first beginning
of childlike humility within us. Yet except we
be converted, and become as little children, we
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. If
we have any true conception of our utter un-
christlikeness, we shall perceive how great a work
is needed to fit us in disposition for the life of the
Saints.

2. Secondly how much need must there be in
the souls of the saved after death of bearing the
temporal punishment due to their many sins
here! Forour Lord’s death upon the Cross applied
to our souls through the holy sacraments does
indeed take away the guilt of penitent ones, and
release them from the eternal punishment of hell,
yet it does not set them free from the temporal
penalty their transgressions have deserved in the
divine sight. A man may say, I am daily afflict.
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ing my soul with self-imposed penances; howbeit
who shall have the hardihood to maintain that he
is suffering pain equal to that which his countless
sins merit from the divine justice? Another may
say, I have to endure the most terrible trials and
afflictions in this life, sent upon me by God
without any apparent connection with such sins
as I have committed. No doubt there is splendid
opportunity for us in such cases of suffering
voluntary penance for our sins. Yet almost
everyone seems to throw away that opportunity
by refusing to take the afflictions of this life
patiently and uncomplainingly. We put aside
our divinely vouchsafed penances in this life by
refusing to acquiesce in them, therefore we have
to bear other penances after this life is over.

V. And because we recognize these two as-
pects of our need of purgatory, we naturally
think of two corresponding characteristics of that
place of purifying.

1. There must be very real soul-pain there,
which is likened in Scripture to the effect of fire
upon the body. We may think of the faithful
dead as in joy and felicity, because they are
saved, and because they realize that they are
going on ever higher and higher towards para-
dise. Yet we ought not to forget that there is
penitential pain in purgatory. The surgeons in
the great hospital may be never so kind and
tender-hearted, yet the ether cannot remove all
suffering from the sorely wounded patients. The
gracious knife must cut to the very quick to re-
* move every evil growth,and the white hot cautery
extirpate with' sharp anguish the mortifying
flesh. The souls of the faithful in the place of
purification have to go through fire,

2. And likewise through water. For the
water is the natural opposite of the fire. We
may believe that there is wonderful joy in pur-
gatory and very sweet refreshing to the sin-tried
souls. The consciousness of the divine love and
goodness, the realization of the marvellous
cleansing that is being effected more and more
all the time in their nature fills them with keen-
est delight. The joy of their salvation and of
their purging is as fresh sweet water to the thirsty
man in the desert, or to the poor fever-racked
sufferer on the bed of sickness.

VI. And the thought of the fire and the water
through which the souls in purgatory are pass-
ing on their way to God’s wealthy place, makes
us understand the better the nature of the pray-
ers for the dead which the Church on earth is
always offering. We do not know that our
petitions here, not even the offering of the ador-
able Sacrifice of the Altar can shorten the time
of their stay in the place of purifying, nor that
these can lessen the severity of the penalty which
all who are there must endure. God has not
told us that. We are fain to distrust any such
conception of Indulgences as can apply the
prayers and good works of the faithful upon
earth to the shortening of the stay of par-
ticular souls in the other world. Yet we are safe
in believing that our intercessions, through our
Lord’s infinite merits, can supply very gracious
alleviation of their penances to those who are
being there prepared for heaven. The interces-
sions of the faithful on earth certainly bring
them refreshment, as the cooling draught

freshes most gratefully the sick man. They sure-
ly procure for them light, whether by opening
more and more the windows of that place of
cleansing to the celestial sunshine,or by increasing
the capacity of the yet half-blind ones to discern
the brightness which reaches down to them from
the land of the Saints. They without doubt
bring to the patient waiters in purgatory rest
and peace, through the growing consciousness,
which floods their hearts, of the marvellous ful-
ness of God’s pardon and the way in which all
the mischief wrought by their transgressions in
the flesh is being overruled and made to work
for the divine glory. It is good to pray for the
dead, and especially to have the great Euchar-
ist offered on their behalf.

VI. After the happy souls of the faithful have
gone through fire and water, their Lord brings
them out into a wealthy place. It is literally a
place of fatness or satiety,as it is said in another
psalm ‘“ When I awake up after Thy likeness, I
shall be satisfied with it.”” This is none other
than the paradise of God, the sweet heavenly
country, where His Saints see Him face to face
and are content. It matters not that they have
not yet their bodies. They will be given them in
good time, and then they shall enter with fullest
activity into the joy of their Lord. In thinking
of the Saints we have a signal evidence of the
gracious compensations which are everywhere to
be found in God’s dealings with His children.
‘ He is not unrighteous,” says the Apostle, ¢ to
forget your work and labour of love, which ye
have shown towards His name, in that ye have
ministered to the saints, and do minister.” We
who pray for the faithful dead in purgatory are
more than rewarded by the intercessions on our
behalf offered by the blessed Saints in paradise.
The Christian Church has always invoked the
prayers of the Saints in heaven just as she has
taught Christians upon earth to pray one for an-
other. It is of course marvellous that our Lord
should teach us to pray one for another and to
ask prayers one for another, when He is all our
Stay and the Giver of every good gift we can en-
joy. Yet such is His gracious will. We ask our
earthly friends to pray for us without any dispar-
agement of His all-complete mediation on our
behalf. Much more may we ask the prayers of
our heavenly friends without any infringement of
His worthiness. It is but reasonable to suppose
they can know everything about earthly affairs
which He would have them know to increase
their joy in the progress of His kingdom. We
cannot reasonably doubt that it is His will to let
them know that we desire their prayers. They
can pray so much better than our earthly friends,
for they are never distracted. They pray with
such great devotion, too, for they are looking
upon the very Face of their King while they
supplicate. They can pray with marvellous wis-
dom and unction because they now understand
the tremendous realities of things temporal and
eternal, as no one on earth possibly can.

See, then, I beseech you, how wonderfully the
Church'’s belief in purgatory and in invocation
helps our understanding of that sublime doctrine
of the Communion of Saints. For the faithful
dead we pray, and not one of them is forgotten
in the Church’s memorial. For us the Saints in
glory pray, that we may attain to their high es-
tate. Thus are we all bound together in one
great fellowship of intercession about the throne
of Christ our King.
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“The Ghurch.”

In the city of Boston is published a monthly
paper which calls itself “ The Church, a Fournal
of American Churchmanship.”  But we have
never heard of any ccllection of persons profess-
ing to be the Churchmen of America who have
authorized that paper to speak for them, and it
is certain that it seriously misrepresents the over-
whelming majority of the clergy of that body
known in law as the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the United States of America in a point which
that majority evidently considers a vital one,
namely, the nature of the ministry. It may be
true that “ Ze Church’ does represent the Cam-
bridge Divinity School, which, we understand,
claims exemption from control by the diocesan
authorities or by any authorities of #4fs Church.
CaTtHoric CHAMPION, a simple periodical, also
monthly, not professing to speak for any large
portion of American people, but yet having many
good friends throughout the Church,feels obliged
to point out some very false statements which have
recently appeared in *Zhe Church,” and to sym-
pathize with its friends in Massachusetts upon
the infliction of such a false presentment of the
Church in their otherwise learned and accurate
metropolis. It is quite possible that the editors
do not realize the incorrectness of their asser-
tions, but are just befogged. We always give the
guilty party the benefit of the doubt. But none
the less we must correct their errors.

The false impression created by calling itself
«“ A Journal of American Churchmanship” is a
small matter when placed by the side of a series
of false statements, which occur in the November
number, about the ministry. The opinion is ex-
pressed that the Pope’s bull on Anglican Ordina-
tions is a useful snub to those who hold the idea
that the validity of a ministry depends upon its
mode of origin, and will tend to dispel that idea.
“The Church” declares that idea to be contrary
(1) to the utterances of Christ, (2) to the facts of
the past, and (3) to the judgment of men at
present.

In attempting to uphold the first of these state-
ments “ Z%he Church” refers to that class of say-
ings of our Lord which come under the general
principle “ By their fruits ye shall know them,”
alleging that the validity of a clasm (which be it
remembered is not the same thing as the validity
of an ordination) is established by results. So

our Lord proved His Messiahship; so the capacity
of the physician, the carpenter and the general
are shown ; a theory is proved by facts, a ministry
must be proved by results. Our Lord, “ The
Church " tells us had the question as to validity
presented to Him in many forms, and always an-
swered that ‘““a full performance of the specified
function rendered the claim valid.” His utter-
ances, therefore, it is contended, would go to
show that the mode of origin had nothing to do
with the validity of the ordination. But did He
ever say that wheat can be produced by sowing
oats? He did indeed teach that false prophets
shall be known by their fruits in order that we
may not be deceived by them. Also they may be
false either because they have not been duly or-
dained, or because, although validly ordained,
they have become recreant, and in either case the
failure of fruit will expose them. But this class
of utterances is not applicable, because they do
not touch the question of the validity of an ordi-
nation, commission or appointment by God. He
was the Lord and Maker of the Jewish hierarchy,
and He had come to dispossess them. He proved
them unfaithful by exhibiting their fear to pro-
nounce upon the prophetic commission of St.
John Baptist. But He did not tell the people that
they were to regard that ancient ministry as
invalid because it was fruitless. On the contrary,
His utterances on the subject of validity are,
*“The Scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ .
seat : all therefore whatsoever they bid you ob-
serve, that observe and do: but do not ye after
their works.” “Go and show thyself to the
priest” (although the leper was already cleansed,)
‘““and offer for thy cleansing according as Moses
commanded.” And there were other like utter-
ances as to the ancient ministry. As to the new
ministry, He expressly ordained the Twelve, giv-
ing them miraculous powers whereby the validity
of their authority should be attested, and after-
wards declared that one of them was a devil. At
a later period He further ordained them, in words
of full consecration, breathing on them; and they
so understood the matter that they unhesitatingly
assumed full powers over the infant Church,
“and of the rest durst no man join himself to
them.” St. Paul, who, notwithstanding his mi-
raculous conversion, calling, divine communion
and heavenly visions, needed in the first place to
be baptized and afterwards to receive the laying
on of hands for his apostolic work, is most em-
phatic as to the source of Timothy’s priesthood,
showing what our Lord must have taught him on
the subject. All that we know of Christ’s utter-
ances are strongly to the effect that the validity
of a ministry depends absolutely upon its mode
of origin. Moreover He emphatically declares
the special and extreme guiltiness of those who
having received a valid ordination afterwards
prove themselves unworthy of the trust commit-
ted to them. Why are they so peculiarly guilty
if the validity which they have despised was not
entirely given by their original commission ?
“The Church's” second assertion is that the
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idea of a ministry dependent for its validity on
its mode of origin is contrary to the facts of the
past. To the greater part of the past of Christ-
ianity this assertion does not apply, because there
was no ministry which did not consciously and
expressly depend upon its mode of origin for its
validity, and no other idea was in existence, npor
did any facts contrary to it occur. Since the
Reformation the most noteworthy fact bearing
upon the validity of the ministry has been the
subdivision of all those Christians who have been
willing to trust a ministry of questionable origin
into multitudinous sects. Mr. Moody is reported
to have said recently that every *‘evangelical”
denomination has had its origin in a revival. If
this were true it would be hard to find a stronger
argument against such revivals. According to
the utterances of our Lord and His Apostles,
there is no evidence of His Spirit dwelling in
men which can be compared with the actual unity
of the Church, nor any proof of apostasy com-
parable to the spirit of division. The schisms of
Protestantism have coincided with disregard of
the validity of the ministry secured by the mode
of its origin. And even the great schism, that
of Rome both from the East and from England,
has been caused by the attempt to substitute
papalism for the original supreme authority of
the Episcopate. All the facts of the past there-
fore strongly corroborate the idea that the valid-
ity of the ministry depends upon the mode of its
origin.

And when we come to the third assertion of
The Churck that such an idea of validity is
opposed to the judgment of men at present, we
find our case, if possible, even stronger than be-
fore. We naturally divide men of the present
day into two kinds—those who believe in Christ
and those who do not. The latter class, if they
consider any Christian ministry valid, can only
do so as any judge might, according to the law of
the Church. Their judgment, if they judge of
the question at all, must therefore be governed
by the opinion and the law of those who do be-
lieve. As to these, the statement is current, and
generally admitted to be very near the truth,
that five-sixths of all who profess and call
themselves Christians belong to Episcopal
Churches. That is to say, they corporately pro-
fess that the apostolic succession of bishops is
necessary, they will permit none but priests or-
dained by such bishops to pretend to exercise
the priestly office, they admit the validity of all
priestly acts performed by any such priest no
matter how vile he may be, and they believe that
they must have priests. It is impossible more
strongly to assert that the validity of the minis-
try is absolutely dependent upon its mode of ori-
gin than the declared judgment of men at pres-
ent asserts it.

Unhappy The Churck! How did you con-
trive to fall in so deep a hole? It has been ru-
mored that there is in Boston a Mutual Admira-
tion Society. Do you belong to it ? Perhaps that
may be the reason why you have become wrapped

up in contemplation and have mistaken the
dreams of your inner consciousness for hard and
useful facts, Not only in the matter of the va-
lidity of orders have you gone astray, but, for
example, in a simple matter of easily ascertained
fact as to the action of an individual. You have
thoughtlessly made the injurious and utterly
false statement that “ Lord Halifax, and those
like-minded in England “ referred the question
of Anglican ordinations to the Pope.” Not only
did no Anglican refer anything to the Pope, but
Lord Halifax has recently made a public state-
ment to the effect that he did nothing of the
sort, and has thereby saved wide-awake papers
from the error into which you have fallen.

“ THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.”

It has been repeated almost ad mauseam that
Anglicans had neither occasion nor desire to re-
fer their orders to the Pope’s judgment. The
occasion for an inquiry and decision arose en-
tirely within the Roman Communion. Their
scholars were discussing the question, and some
of them were openly and completely proving the
validity of our ordinations in opposition to the
practice of their Church which #lways re-or-
dained, re-confirmed, and sometimes re-baptized
Anglican priests. These writers were thus prov-
ing their own Communion to be guilty of numer-
ous acts of sacrilege ; for these three sacraments
confer character and cannot be repeated without
sacrilege. Was the Church right or were her
scholars right ? The question must be.settled.
The Pope has decided incorrectly. He has si-
lenced those who would have opened the way for
him and other Roman bishops to escape the guilt
of sacrilege. He has compelled all those who
hold to his obedience either to commit or to be
willing to commit an outrage upon two sacra-
ments. To save him from this, if possible, Lord
Halifax and some others tried to help the Inqui-
sition to a sound report ; and they did so as an
act of pure missionary zeal and charity. No one
of them thought there was any question, or be-
lieved that the Anglican Church had anything to
gain by a decision in favor of validity. But the
time of Rome’s redemption was not yet come,
and of course every lover of the truth must be
very sorry that the missionary efforts failed.
Those efforts will return in blessing, however,
upon the good men who took so much trouble
and prayed so earnestly, and they will not lose
their reward. And in the meantime we are led
to agree in part even with Zke Church. We
expect that the bull will prove itself indirectly a
beneflt to Anglicanism ; not by making us indif-
ferent to the origin, but by stimulating us to
“ make full proof ” of our ministry. If we took
The Churck’s view that the origin is of no
consequence, that there is no priesthood of Apos-
tolic Succession, no sacerdotal power, no sacrifice
of the mass, (for all these go together,) the Pope’s
argument would soon receive from us the only
touch of force it can ever have. If we give the
papalist any ground to say of us “ Look at that
miserable Protestant sect ; where is their priest-
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hood ? where are their sacraments ? where their
Catholic life? By their fruits ye shall know
them,” we shall be as bad as he is, or worse. We
shall do a great wrong to the Romanists, to our
own souls, to our dissenting brethren, to the
cause of unity. Faithfulness now requires that
we throw ourselves into the Catholic Revival
with redoubled energy, and that we let our light
shine more brightly to dispel the darkness of that
Roman claim to be the only Catholic Church.
The validity of our orders has been abundantly
proved in every century as to its origin, and that
is God’s free gift to us. It remains that we should
more and more, by His Grace, bring forth the cor-
roborating proofs. We must continue to show
that we have the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and
that we believe in it; that we have the Episco-
pate, and obey i_i ; that we have a complete Cath-
olicritual, and live according to it ; that the Holy
Spirit sends among us vocations to the Religious
Life, and that we earnestly desire that they shall
be fully accepted ; that the disciplinary voice of
our own Church is to us the command of the
Holy Spirit, and that we are fully purposed to
oi)ey it in the spirit and in the letter. Further-
more we ought increasingly to show ourselves
ready to drive away with‘diligence all erroneous
and strange doctrines ; to maintain the inerrancy
and integrity of Holy Scripture and of all Cath-
olic doctrinal tradition ; all the more that the
Roman obedience is reported to have within itself
a touch of .the sawe plague with which we are
vexed in these respects. The Pope has challenged
us. Faithfulness requires not that we should get
as far away from him as we can, but that we
should try by brave conflict in the spiritual batile
to occupy his ground, to be equal to him or bet-
ter than he in all those things in which he has
the strength of the Catholic Faith and Life be-
hind him. The “ The Churches,” the misbeliev-
ers, the impugners of the ancient faith, the up-
holders of old heresies in modern dress within
our fold, are the Pope’s allies, as they have ever
been, in the conflict we must wage with him.
Trust them not for a moment, but hunt them out
and get rid of them. Already we have been told
that Cardinal Vaughan’s blast on the Roman
trumpet must make the Catholic party fall back
and draw closer to their “liberal " brethren. Not
for a moment, not by a hair’s breadth ought we
to do or even think of such a thing ; for who is
this schismatical Italian that he should defy the
armies of the Living God ?

“How much Owest Thou unto Thy Lord?"

The religious life of the Catholic may be divi-
ded, roughly speaking, into inward belief and
external practice. Of the first we think it may
be safely affirmed there is infinitely more than
there was some years ago. Perhaps it is not so
generally disseminated, but the gross total is
larger.

Of the non-Roman population of America
probably there is a smaller proportion to-day who
believe in hell and its endless realities, in the ne-

cessity of the Passion of our Lord and salvation
only through faith in His Name, in the plenary
inspiration of Holy Scripture. But while this
is, alas ! true, it is also true that vast numbers of
Churchmen to-day appreciate as they never have
done before the Real Presence on the altars of
our churches, the necessity of the cleansing
streams flowing ir absolution from the opened
side of the Lord, the divine power and authority
of the Church and of the priesthood. Many
have accepted the Faith and hold it with a firm
grasp, not by the intellect alone, but by the gift
of divine faith.

We may safely assert, then, that the faith of
Churchmen is to-day much stronger, fuller and
truer than it was half a century ago. This is
indeed no small source of happiness, no small
cause for congratulation. But there is a dead fly
which spoils the ointment; viz, the external
practice rarely corresponds to the internal faith.

It is on one point chiefly that we wish to speak
in this article, but we canoot omit altogether
others which crowd upon our mind. What sort
of afaith is it in the Real Presence which does
not bring the believer daily to the foot of the
altar, and monthly at least to the Holy Table?
What sort of realization can a man have of sin
and the need of pardon and the power of abso-
lution, who goes on living with mortal sin on his
soul for perhaps a twelvemonth, or even all his
life, with the intention of making his confession
before he dies? What sort of reverence for the
priesthood is that which allows men and women
to decline taking classes in the Sunday School
and to assist in other work for Christ when asked
to do so by the clergy ? These are but samples,
it were easy to go on and make the list long
enough. With a sound faith, many make “ the
death of the Lord contemptible,” and of His ser-
vice they say, “ What a weariness it is.” They
boast of being Catholics and fix the date of their
dances and dinners for Fridays, and then dis-
pense themselves from the Church’s law on the
ground of necessity !

We come now to the particular point on which
we propose speaking. ¢ Catholics”, by which
we mean Church people who call themselves so
in the spirit of holy boasting, are as a rule stin-
gy'! We hasten to say that to this sweeping accu-
sation we are aware there are exceptions. Praise
God! we know of many exceptions. We know
of “ poor widows” who- have cast in all their
living to the offerings of God. We have heard
of some rich persons who have been fairly gen-
erous at times in their gifts. But of that noble,
openhanded generosity, which even preveats the
asking, such as we find among those in the
Church who have not our pure faith, and there-
fore not the strong motives to give that we have,
of such liberality among Catholics in this coun-
try we do not know a dozen examples in the last
half century.

It is sometimes urged that we have but few
very wealthy men or women who are Catholics
and that we cannot expect therefore to receive
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large gifts. But this statement is only true in a
very small degree, we may not have millionaires,
but we have in our churches hundreds of men
and women who give one dollar (and think them-
selves generous) when they should give a hun-
dred. The very same people that on Sundays
say how ‘“ awfully sorry” they are they cannot
give us a hundred dollars to sustain the worship
of Almighty God and light an altar with His
adorable presence, give five hundred on Monday
without a thought for a luncheon or as a sub-
scription to an opera season!

Nor is our complaint only with the rich. There
are some persons who like to give censers, and
vestments, and candlesticks and the like, but
who will not give to current expenses. There
are others who always subscribe five dollars to
whatever they are asked. If it is for a sewing
society, the annual expenses of which are per-
haps $25 or for paying off a church debt of
$25,000—the offering is just the same—there
comes the invariable five dollars! To such per-
sons the five dollars represents no self denial,
and is therefore no meritorious offering to God;
in nine cases out of ten it is a mere offering made
to self-pride. Mr. A..or Mrs. B. is a “ pillar "’ of
that parish and would not like to say “no”,when
asked for something.

We have often looked at the dress of a con-
gregation and then at the collection. What do
those five and ten cent pieces mean? They mean
so many attempts to pay a debt to God of ten
thousand talents with ten paltry cents!

Where among the Catholic laity is the spirit
of “ holy poverty ”? True all are not called to
take the vow of self-spoliation; all are not
bound to ¢ go sell all that they have and give to
the poor;” but all are bound to have the spirit
of poverty, to feel that riches—whether much or
little—is but a loan from heaven, a loan of which
a strict account will be required. The question
every Christian, not to say every Catholic, must
ask himself is not ‘ how little can I get off with,
by giving,’ but ‘how much can I give and yet
have enough left to live on in that state of life
in which it has pleased God to call me?'

We assert without fear of contradiction that if
this were the rule of giving adopted by but one-
tenth of the communicants of every parish, all
difficulties about finance would cease, and as the
people had been ready to give, so the clergy

would be glad to distribute, and there would be
no lack.

What awful results follow from this meanness,
from this robbery of God! “Wherein have we
robbed thee?” ask the people, and the Lord an-
swers “ In tithes and offerings.” Fairs, oyster
suppers, strawberry festivals, ¢ dramatic enter-
tainments”’ (for a church! Heaven save the
mark!), trolley-parties, etc, etc.! A long and
loathly procession of disgusting vulgarity, which
soon turns into profanity, until at last a Baptist
church advertised the other day a * Farce Wed-
ding,” with the bride and groom on bicycles,
who, attended by a dozen bridesmaids and as

many ushers, on “ wheels” braced together,
would go up “ to the altar” on their bikes!
Should it not make the cheek of the Christian
tingle with shame when he reads of such abomi-
nations! “This is an extreme case "—hush! we

could match it almost, near at hand, among our-
selves!

Nor can we close, without remarking on an-
other awful result of this niggard spirit, it is
our wretched parochialism and congregational-
ism. We have so much trouble to get what is
absolutely necessary for our own parishes that we
cannot give a helping hand to those which really
need our help in their struggles. We know a
parish which for nearly twenty years has been in
the forefront of the Catholic movement, which
has struggled on in the most abject poverty, and
has received no help from anyone outside its
limits. Last winter it fell behind a few hundred
dollars, and issued a general appeal to which the
return was from five individuals and the total
amount less than $so0!!

Had the stinginess of Ritualists been the char-
acteristic of the early Christians we should have
been saved all trouble in this matter, for
the whole world would still have been hea-
then! They however were ready to spend and
be spent for Christ, but how sadly have we fallen
away from these examples !

We fear this has been rather a homily than a
leader, and yet we feel that it is imperatively
needed. - We know one place where $25,000
would build a church where in all human proba-
bility the greatest Catholic work in the country,
possibly in the Anglican communion, could be
carried on. All is waiting for it, the present
building is packed to the doors, but the people
are all poor! CaTthoric CHAMPION will be proud
indeed to put any of its readers in communica-
tion with the priests in charge of this great
work. .

We suggest to our readers St. Paul's words as
a help in answering the question each should
put to himself. . :

Question. How much owest thou unto thy
Lord!
Answer. He loved me and gave HiMseLF for

me.

O

Presbyters and Bishops.
From the Church Quarterly Review.

As to the origin and existence of presbyters in
the ‘earliest times, we have three independent wit-
nesses. We learn from the Acts that presbyters
existed in the Church of Jerusalem in the earliest
times. We learn also from the same source that
St. Paul and St. Barnabas, on the return visit of
their first missionary journey, ordained presby-
ters for their converts in every Church (cAeiroto-
nesantes de aulois presbuterous kat' ekklesian). From
these words it may with very great probability
be inferred that they also did the same in every
Church which they founded. At all events pres-
byters had been ordained in the Church of Ephe-
sus, for (chap. xx.) St. Paul sent for them to
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meet him at Miletus, on his way up to Jerusa-
lem, and addressed them. We have, in the second
place,a perfectly independent witness to the same
fact in St. Clement of Ro'me, whose date cannot
be later than 95. He tells us that the Apostles,
having received the commandments of Christ,
and being fortified by the resurrection of Christ,
and established in the Word of God, went forth
preaching the kingdom of God. ‘ Preaching
therefore from country to country and from city
to city, they appointed (Kathistanon) their first
fruits, proved by the Spirit, to be bishops and
deacons of those who should believe” (chap. xlii)
We have a third independent witness in the Pas-
toral Epistles, which, if not, as we believe, writ-
ten by St. Paul, were certainly written in the first
century. In them St. Paul is represented as del-
egating his apostolic authority and office to Tim-
othy and Titus. Timothy is evidently set as a
ruler over the presbyters and deacons, and indeed
the whole Church,and instructions are given him
as to how he is to rule. Titus is charged to “set
in order the things that are wanting, and to or-
dain presbyters in every city.” These three wit-
nesses distinctly testi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>