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ARE NOT THE CLERGY

-  ARRAYING THEMSELVES AGAINST

CHURCH AND QUEEN?

London, December 6th, 1847.

THE question that I have prefixed to these
few pages, is one that I have asked myself so
often during the last week, and have found
the answer so serious and startling, that I
cannot refrain from setting it before others
at the present moment, in the hope that there
may be some, into whose hands these pages
may fall, who may be led at least to reflect,
and consider—and pause.

An appointment has just been made by
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the Crown to the See of Hereford. I at
once grant much to those who disapprove
it. I grant them, that it is to be regretted ;
and that it must lead all Churchmen to
wish that the First Minister of the Crown
would always, in such matters, consult the
Archbishop of Canterbury, for the time
being. I grant them that it proves how
needful it is that Convocation should at
least recommend to the Crown those, from
among whom the choice shall be finally made,
so that at least every candidate for the
office of Bishop, may be unexceptionable. All
this I grant at once. But I cammot stop
there. I must look a little further. The
appointment Aas been made; deliberately;
advisedly ; and how canm it be set aside?
Those who are responsible for it, have_con-
sidered that orthodoxy during ten years of

public authority, have outweighed the errors
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of an earlier date: that it is unfair to
throw those errors now in the face of one
who would else be an obvious candidate for
a Bishopric: and that the University that
once censured the ancient errors, has now
tacitly withdrawn that censure by not re-
peating it.

Such is the state of things under which
large bodies of Clergy, in various parts
of the country, come forward to fetter the
choice and authority of the Crown. Let me
beg them to look a little further. ~What
can the end of it all be? If it all fails,
then surely they have done nothing more
than show up to a censorious world, the
spectacle of a Church divided against itself.
Bat, say they, we shall succeed. How? Can
the Minister of a great country openly declare
that he makes his appointments so carelessly,

that he can afford to un-make them? Impossible.
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Lord John Russell must stand by his appoint-
ment, or resign his own situation. Is tkat,
then, what they wish? It is absurd to suppose

~the present proceeding a were indirect attack
upon a Government. Well, then, what is
to happen? Are protesting Bishops to go
to the Tower ? or to die on the floor of the
House of Lords? Really, it is difficult to see
how it is to end.

But, to take a more serious tone, it is not¢
difficult to see, that the matter may come
practically to a struggle between the Crown
and the Clergy; and at this moment what
could be more disastrous, whether the Clergy
gain the day, or the Crown determine to
disregard the voice of the Clergy? What can
the issue be, but a fresh disunion between
Church and State ?—another link broken, of
that chain so rashly, so blindly despised by

some ; and of which we lost one link already,
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when we consented to an English Bishop shorn
of his place in the House of Peers!

Why, then, this breathless Clergy zeal in a
cause where, if the immediate object were
gained, it were ill purchased by the concomi-
tant revival of a persecution till now happily
gone by? Persecution is an awful weapon
for man to wield, at any time; but in the
hands of many, whose own present position in
the English Church is one of sufferance only,
truly startling.

Will these hot-headed gentlemen believe
that things might be worse? Will they -con-
descend to learn that, during the last ten
years, nothing has fallen from Dr. Hampden*

* I verily believe that St. Paul’s own writings would not
bear the process, which has been applied to Dr. Hamp-
den’s.—He, poor man, as he sits in his uneasy chair, how
often must he wish himself,

“ Some village-Hampden, that, with dauntless breast,
* The little tyrant of his fields withstood.”
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on which they can lay their finger ? And may
it not possibly happen that his teaching, as
Bishop of Hereford, may be exactly what it
has been ever since he became Regius
Professor of Divinity ? If so, they are
raising a great commotion, and making many

people very uncomfortable, to very little pur-

pose.

But alas! they are doing more. They are
disgusting a reasonable Laity, that neither
agrees nor sympathizes with them. They are
laying bare all the weak places of a distracted
Church, that pants for healing and for peace.
They are forcing a collision between the
Crown and her Bishops. And they are
lacerating the private feelings, and diminishing
the public usefulness of a learned and amiable
man. And all this! for an end that they
cannot gain, and of which, I hope, they do

not themselves see the full sad consequences.
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Is this a course suitable in its temper and
spirit to the present Advent season? Is it

pot rather enough to leave us, with Aearts

failing us for fear?

1 trust there are some who may yet pause.

THE END.

HNORMAN AND SKREN, PRINTERS, MAIDEN LANE, COVENT GARDEXN.
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PREFACE.

Tuese pages are offered to the public with the hope and
intent that they may encourage the preparation of Addresses
to the Throne, at the present crisis, from all parts of the
kingdom, embracing both or either of the objects mentioned
in the Form following, which is not meant to be actually
adopted, being capable of considerable compression (parti-
cularly by referring to, instead of.quoting Acts of Parliament),
but to furnish materials from which others of a similar
character may be composed.

All Addresses should be presented through Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for the Home Department.

21st January, 1848,
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FORM OF ADDRESS.

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, VICTORIA,
BY THE GRACE OF GOD OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND QUEEN, DE-
FENDER OF THE FAITH, &c.

The humble Address of

Most Graclous SovEREIGN,

WE your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the

of beg leave
to. approach your Majesty with the expression of our un-
alterable attachment to your sacred Person(1)' and Office,
recognizing therein the Representative (2) and Deputy (3) of
the Majesty of the Most High, who “ruleth over all the
kingdoms of the world, and disposeth of them according to
His good pleasure (4).” In token of which Similitude and
Vicegerency, the laws and constitution of this realm have
bestowed on your Majesty great privileges, powers, and pre-
rogatives, the chiefest whereof is that of being Supreme (5)
Governor within your dominions over all persons, in all causes,
as well ecclesiastical as temporal. Which supremacy the laws
ecclesiastical, in the 37th of the Articles of Religion, con-

! See Appendix.
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firmed (5*) by autherity of Parliament, declare to be * such
as hath been given always to all godly princes in Holy Serip-
ture by God Himself ;" and in the 2nd of the Canons (6) of
1603, to be *that which the godly kings had ameng the
Jews (7), and Christian emperors (8) of the Primitive
Church.”

But as (in the language of the admirable writer on Eccle-
siastical Polity) “ God is a law unto Himself, and to all other
things besides (9) ;” so according to the ancient maxims of this
realm, “the king is under God and the law, for the law
makes the king, and the king must therefore render unto the
law what the law renders unto him, namely, domination and
command (10).”

Trusting in these great and immutable principles, we most
humbly venture to entreat your Majesty’s gracious and serious
consideration to some of the most eminent statutes made by
your royal predecessors, and which have ever been held to be
essential and fandamental parts of our glorious constitution.

The first statute of Magna Charta, confirmed by numerous
acts in successive reigms, in which a curse (11) is denounced
on them that break it, contains the following stipulation (12) :
—* First, we have granted to God, and by this our present
Charter have confirmed for us and our heirs for ever, that the
Church of England shall be free and shall have all her whole
rights and liberties inviolable (13).” At a later period, when the
ancient jurisdietion of the Crown over the State Ecclesiastical
was restored, the Act passed in the 24th year of the reign
of King Henry VIII. recites as follows: * Where by divers
sundry old authentick histories and chronicles, it is manifestly
declared and expressed, that this realm of England is an
empire, and 80 hath been accepted in the world, governed by
one supreme head and king, having the dignity and royal
estate of the imperial crown of the same ; unto whom a body
politick, compact of all sorts and degrees of people, divided in
terms, and by names of spirituality and temporality, been
bounden and owen to bear, next to God, a natural and humble
obedience ; he being also institute and furnished, by the good-
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ness and sufferance of Almighty God, with plenary, whole,
and entire power, pre-eminence, authority, prerogative, and
jurisdiction, to render and yield justice, and final determina-
tion to all manner of folk, resiants or subjects within this his
realm, in all causes, matters, debates, and contentions, hap-
pening to occur, insurge, or begin within the limits thereof,
without restraint or provocation to any foreign princes or
potentates of the world; the body spiritual whereof having
power, when any cause of the law divine happened to come in
question, or of spiritual learning, then it was declared, inter-
preted, and shewed by that part of the said body politick,
called the spirituality, now being usually called the English
Church, which always hath been reputed, and also found of
that sort, that both for knowledge, integrity, and sufficiency
of number, it hath been always thought, and is also at this
hour, sufficient and meet of itself, without the intermeddling
of any exterior person or persons, to declare and determine all
such doubts, and to administer all such offices and duties, as
to their roomns spiritual doth appertain, for the due adminis-
tration whereof, and to keep them from corruption and sinister
affection, the king's most noble progenitors, and the ante-
cessors of the nobles of this realm, have sufficiently endowed
the said Church, both with honour and possessions ; and the
laws temporal, for trial of property of lands and goods, and for
the conservation of the people of this realm in unity and
peace, without rapine or spoil, was and yet is administered,
adjudged, and executed by sundry judges and ministers of the
other part of the said body politick, called the temporality ;
and both their authorities and jurisdictions do conjoin together
in the due administration of justice the one to help the
other (14).”

The first statute of the first year of the reign of Queen
Elizabeth,and which by judicial (15) authority has been declared
to be not a statute introductory of a new law, but declaratory
of the old, after reciting that in the time of the reign of King
Henry VIII. divers good laws and statutes were made, as
well for the utter extinguishment and putting away of all
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usurped and foreign powers and authorities out of this realm,
as also for the restoring and uniting to the imperial crown of
this realm the ancient jurisdictions, authorities, superiorities,
and pre-eminences to the same of right belonging, revived the
former statutes of King Henry VIII. which had been repealed
by an Act of King Philip and Queen Mary, and abolishing all
usurped foreign ‘powers and authorities, restored and united
all jurisdictions, privileges, superiorities and pre-eminences,
spiritual and ecclesiastical, to the imperial crown of this
realm.

After the dangers which had again threatened our Church
in the reign of King James II., the Coronation Oath, of which
the maintenance and protection of the rights of the eccle-
giastical order had already (16) been a part, was altered to its
present form by the first Act of the first year of the reign of
King Williamn and Queen Mary, whereby the king or queen is
to swear, “ That he will, to the utmost of his power, maintain
the laws of God, the true profession of the Gospel, and the
Protestant Reformed Religion established by law, and will
preserve unto the Bishops and Clergy of this realm and the
Churches committed to their charge, all such rights and privi-
leges as by law do or shall appertain unto them.”

And, lastly, by the Act of Union passed in the fifth year of
the reign of Queen Anne, whereby the succession of the
monarchy of the United Kingdom is limited to your Majesty’s
Illustrious House, a former statute of the same session is con-
firmed, by which the royal successors of Queen Anne are * to
take and subscribe an oath to maintain and preserve inviolably
the settlement of the Church of England, and the doctrine,
worship, discipline, and government thereof as by law esta-
blished.”

Since the passing of the last of the above Acts, two changes
in the administration of the affairs of the Church have taken
place, deeply affecting her liberties and welfare, as guaranteed
and protected by kings and parliaments, namely, the vir-
tual (17) extinction of her ancient (18) Legislature (19) and
Council (20), the Convocation of the Clergy, and the placing in
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the hands of the Ministers of State the privilege of selecting
her bishops, instead of their being, as formerly (21), really
chosen by the Crown, under the advice and recommendation of
the spiritual rulers of the Church.

To us it appears that the suppression of the Church’s voice
in Convocation, where it is constitutionally (22) required for
the assistance of our legislators in matters of spiritual con-
cern (they also being no longer necessarily members of our
Church), is in direct derogation of the above-mentioned sta~
tute of King Henry VIII., which declares * That the spiritu-
ality always hath been reputed and found of that sort, that
both for knowledge, integrity, and sufficiency of number, it
hath been always thought, and is also at this hour, sufficient
and meet of iteelf, without the intermeddling of any exterior
person or persons, to declare and determine all such doubts,
and to administer all such offices and duties as to their room
spiritual doth appertain,” and incompatible also with the
aforesaid statute passed by Queen Elizabeth, which forbids
“any matter or cause to be adjudged heresy, but such as
(among others) thereafter should be judged or determined to
be heresy by the High Court of Parliament of this realm with
the assent of the clergy in their Convocation.” Consistently
with which spirit, in' the reign of King William III., a Bill
being brought into the- House of Lords for the comprehension
of Dissenters in the Ohurch, the Jommons threw it out, and
addressed the king, requesting him to leave the subject to
the Convoeation (23) “to be advised with in ecclesiastical
matters.”

Buat however great may be the departure from the prin-
ciples of our constitution in the virtual extinction of Convoca-
tion, no change either in its nature or consequences appears
to us so calamitous and degrading to the Church, as that
of her vacant bishoprics having become places of patronage
for the Ministers of State, whereby the Crown is spoiled of one
of its most precious prerogatives, and the power which was
committed to it as a sacred trust for the Church’s welfare, is
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diverted for the personal or political interests of a Cabinet
Minister.

The result (23*) of a careful investigation has shown, that,
from the earliest ages of Christianity in England, down to the
period of the papal usurpation, as well as since the time of the
Reformation, until towards the middle of the last century, the
king really as well as nominally appointed to ecclesiastical pre-
ferment, and that in the discharge of this sacred trust, the
spiritual heads of the Church were habitually consulted on
all important appointments. More particularly would we
desire to bring before your Majesty’s consideration the course
adopted by your predecessor King William III., called in like
manner as your Majesty’s lilustrious House to the throme
of this nation, for the security of the rights and liberties of
the Church of England ; who, during the joint reign of him-
self and Queen Mary, having left the matters of the Church
wholly in her hands, which she managed with strict and reli-
gious prudence, consulting chiefly (as History (24) informs us)
with the Archbishop of Canterbury; after her death, by
royal (25) commission reciting as follows:—* We being sen-
sible that nothing can conduce more to the glory of God, our
own honour, and the welfare of the Church, than our pro-
moting to preferment therein the most worthy and deserving
men according to their merits, and conceiving you Thomas,
Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, John, Lord Archbishop of
Y ork, Gilbert, Lord Bishop of Sarum, William, Lord Bishop
of Worcester, Simon, Lord Bishop of Ely, and John, Lord
Bishop of Norwich, to be proper and competent judges in such
cases,” did appoint them commissioners to consider of persons
proper to be recommended to him to succeed to any bishopric
or any other ecclesiastical preferments in England above the
value of 20/. in the king’s books, which were in his Majesty’s
gift or disposal, and to signify under their hands the recom-
mendation of such persons as they in their wisdoms should
think most fit to be appointed by his said Majesty to succeed
to any such vacant preferments. Which commission pro-
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oceeds further in these words:—‘* And further, we do hereby
declare our pleasure to be, that neither of our principal Secre-
taries of State do at any time, either when we shall be resi-
deat in England, or in parts beyond the seas, move us in
behalf of any person whatsoever, for any place or preferment
which we have hereby left to the recommendation or disposal
of our said commissioners as aforesaid, without having first
communicated both the person and the thing by him desired,
to you our said commissioners, or 8o many of you as are
bereby empowered to act; and without having your opinion
and recommendation in such manner as hereinbefore is
directed. And if at any time we be moved in like manner
by any other person whatsoever, our pleasure is, and we do
hereby declare, that neither of our principal Secretaries of
State shall present any warrant to us for our royal signature
in such a case, until you, our said commissioners, or so many
of you as are hereby empowered to act, have been acquainted
therewith, and have given your opinion and recommendation
as aforesaid.”

It is the more remarkable- that the duty of recommending
to vacant bishoprics in the reign of King William III. was
lodged in so decided and formal a manner in the hands of our
Spiritual Rulers rather than of the Ministers of State, because
in the political troubles of those times, strong inducements
would have existed for strengthening the party in power by
means of exercising this important privilege in the manner in
which of late years it has been accustomed to be done.

We, therefore, seriously lamenting the present and long
distracted state of the Church of England, occasioned, as we
fear, in a great degree by the changes above referred to, do
most humbly and earnestly intreat your Majesty, as the
Defender of the Faith, the Supreme Governor and Protector of
the Church, and having the eternal (26) as well as temporal
interests of your people.committed to your charge, to exercise
your Royal Authority in our behalf; and as some of your most
illustrious ancestors, at a time when the rights and liberties of
the Church were encroached upon by a foreign ecclesiastical
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power, called to mind their coronation (27) oath, and by
strong and vigorous measures checked and ultimately abolished
it ; 80 now that evils no less perilous have arisen from domestic
secular control over her affairs, that you will be graciously
pleased to revive the constitutional functions of the ancient
legislature and council of the Chureh of England, the Con-
vocation of the Olergy ; and to recover to the Crown the most
sacred prerogative entrusted to it, of really choosing, with the
aid and advice of the spiritnal rulers of the Church, such
persons as may be considered most fit, for purity of life and
doctrine, and other necessary endowments, to suceeed to
vacant bishoprics, and such other ecclesiastical preferments as
are in your Majesty’s gift and disposal.
And we will, a8 in duty bound, ever pray, &c.



APPENDIX.

(1) Reges sacro oleo uncti sunt spiritualis jurisdictionis capaces.
5 Coke’s Reports, Caudrey’s Case.
Our kings, when they take possession of the room they are called unto,
have it painted out before their eyes even by the very solemnities and
rights of their inauguration, to what affairs by the said law their supreme
power and anthority reacheth. Crowned we see they are, and enthronized
and anointed ; the crown a sign of military, the throne of sedeatary or
judicial, the oil of religious or sacred power. Hooker’s Eccl. Pol. book viii.
ch. ii. 18,
Rex est persona sacra et mixta cum sacerdote. Year Book, 10 Hen.
VIL 18a. Hertford v, Leech. W. Jon. 827. Branch’s Principia, 196.

The king is persona sacra, and therefore may constitute and restrain
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, dispense with the ecclesiastical laws, inflict
ecclesiastical censures, &c., for he is supreme ordinary. Comyn’s Digest.
Eccl. Persons, A.

The quotations contsained above, and in other parts of these notes, on
the extent of the regal power, must be understood with the same caution
as was thought necessary to be expressed in the 37th Article, for this
power does not in any respect prejudice, or come in collision with that
purely spiritual authority delegated to the Church by commission from its
Divine Founder, and called tie power of the kegs, which was lawfully
exercised during the first three centuries before the emperars became
Christian, not only without their grant or favour, but often against their
express commands. Spiritual power is divided by writers on this subject,
into that of Ordinis and Jurisdictionis. That of Ordinis appears chiefly in the
administrRtion of the Sacraments. That of Jurisdictionis is held to be double :
first, internal, where the Minister of God, by demonstrations, persuasions,
instructions, and the like, so convinces the inward conscience of a man, as
it presently resigns and yields abedience to that which is proposed, as did
those three thousand souls who were converted at the preaching of St.
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Peter ; secondly, external, when Christians in foro exteriori are com-
pelled to their duty and obedience. That power of order and of jurisdiction
internal our kings or queens never claimed, but of jurisdiction external
and what belongs to the outward polity of the Church, they have ever
looked upon it as their duty and honour to become “ Nursing Fathers and
Mothers.”

(2) The king is the head of the commonwealth immediate under God.
And therefore carrying God’s stamp and mark among men, and being as one
may say a god upon earth, as God is a King in heaven, hath a shadow of
the excellencies that are in God in a similitudinary sort given him. God’s
excellencies and honour standeth partly in things incommunicable unto
other, partly in such as after a sort He maketh his creatures partakers of
both ; which the king is said to have, some in truth, other by fiction, all
by similitude from the Divine perfection.—The excellencies which God
bestoweth upon his creatures (for I will touch no more but those that the
books of our law do speak of, and such as are leading rules to the cases
that you shall find there argued and debated) are, first, majesty, sovereignty,
power, perpetuity, and then the noble complement of justice and truth.
Finch’s Law, book ii. ch. i. '

(3) In a national convention or parliament held by William the Con-
queror, it is declared “ Rex, quia vicarius Summi Regis est, ad hoc
constitutus est, ut regnum et populum Domini, et, super omnia, sanc-
tam, ccclesiam regat et defendat,” which parliamentary declaration is
nearly a transcript from a similar avowal of Edward the Confessor. Laws
of King Edward the Confessor, cap. 17, fo. 142. Spel. Con. vol. i. p. 63.
5 Coke’s Reports, Caudrey’s Case. Jewel's Defence of his Apol. part ii.
c. ii. div. 1.

Rex ex jurisdictione suéd sicut Dei minister et vicarius tribuat uni.
cuique quod suum fuerit. . . . Omnis quidem sub eo et ipse sub nullo nisi
tantum sub Deo. . . . Et quidem sub lege esse debeat, cum sit Dei vica-
rius, evidenter apparet ad similitudinem Jesu Christi cujus vices gerit
in terris. . .. Ad hoc autem creatus est . . . ut in eo Dominus sedeat
et per ipsum sua judicia discernat. ... Separare autem debet rex (cum
sit Dei vicarius in terri) jus ab injurii, equum ab iniquo, ut omnes
sibi subjecti honeste vivant. . . . Nihil enim potest rex in terris, cum sit
Dei minister et vicarius, nisi id solum quod de jure potest. Bracton
de Legibus et Consuetudinibus Anglie, lib. i. c. viii. ; lib. ii."c. 24 ; lib.
iii. ¢. 9.

Of what kind soever the means be whereby governors are lawfully
advanced into their seats, we by the law of God stand bound meekly to
acknowledge them for God's lieutenants, and to confess their ﬁower His.
Hooker’s Eccl. Pol. book viii. ch. ii. 6.

The reason why we are bound in conscience to be subject unto all such
power is, because all “powers are of God.” They are of God either



15

institoting or permitting them. Power is then of Divine institution, when
either God himself doth deliver, or men by light of nature find out the
kind thereof. So that the power of parents over children, and of husbands
over their wives, the power of all sorts of superiors, made by consent of
commonwealths within themselves, or grown from agreement amongst
nations, such power is of God’s own institution in respect of the kind
thereof. Again, if respect be had unto those particular persons to whom
the same is derived, if they either receive it immediately from God, as
Moses and Aaron did ; or from nature, as parents do ; or from men by a
patural and orderly course, as every governor appointed in any common-
wealth, by the order thereof, doth : then is not the kind of their power
only of God’s instituting, but the derivation thereof also into their persons,
is from Him. He hath placed them in their rooms, and doth term them
his ministers ; subjection therefore is due unto all such powers, inasmuch
as they are of God's own institution, even then when they are of man's
creation, omni humane creaturee ; which things the heathens themselves
do acknowledge.

Senwrobyoc Bacihedg, gre Zedg xidog Lwray 1.

As for them that exercise power altogether against order, although the
kind of power which they have may be of God, yet is their exercise
thereof against God, and therefore not of God, otherwise than by per-
mission, as all injustice is. Ibid. bouk viii. Appendix.

The natural body of the king being thus invested with his politic and
royal capacity, we behold him a3 the representative and lieutenant of God
Almighty, who is King of kings. All power is from God, and Imperium
non nisi Divino Fato datur. Essay on the Supremacy of the King of
England, by Thomas Staveley, Esq., of the Inner Temple, 1769,
annexed to “ The Romish Horseleech,” p. 228.

(4) Collect in the Inauguration Service.

(3) On the subject of the royal supremacy, sce the whole of the 8th
book of “The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity,” by the incomparable
Hooker, “ whom most political writers, though differing in opinion among
themselves, respectfully look up to and esgerly cite in support of their
several persnasions.” Wooddesson’s Elements of Jurisprudence.

The greatest security of the Church is the supremacy of the Crown,
whereby as a body spiritual it is united to the king as head, who is
thereby its protector and defender. Aunswer to a pamphlet, entitled An
Examination of the Scheme of Church Power, laid down in the Codex
Juris Ecclesiastici Anglicani, &c., 1785.

(5%) 18 Eliz. c. 12.

1 Hom, I1. lib, A. ver. 279.
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(6) The Canon is in these words, “ Whoso shall hereafter affirm, that
the king’s majesty hath not the same authority in causes ecclesiastical
that the godly kings had amongst the Jews, and Christian emperors in the
Primitive Church, or impeach in any part his regal supremacy in the said
causes restored to the crown, and by the laws of this realm therein esta-
blished, let him be excommunicated ipso facte, and not restored but only
by the archbishop, after his repentance and publick. revocation of those
his wioked errours.”

The first of the same Canons requires, that “ all ecclesisstical persons
having cure of souls, and all other preachers and readers of divinity lectures
shall to the uttermost of their wit, knowledge, and learning, purely and
sincerely (without any colour of dissimulation), teach, manifest, open and
declare, four times- every year (at the least) in their sermons and other
collations and lectures,” what is there expressed respecting the supremacy.
The 27th Canon forbids the administration of the holy communion “to
any that have spoken against, and depraved. his majesty’s sovereign autho-
rity in causes ecclesiastical ;” and by the 55th Canon, “ before all sermons,
lectures, and homilies,” the form of prayer setting forth the king's titles
and ecclesiastical prerogatives is prescribed to be used. See also the
Canon of 1640, “ Concerning the regal power,” and the Directions of
King George I. to the bishops in 1714, that they require the clergy in
their prayer before sermon, to keep strictly to the form in the 55th
Canon contained, or to the full effect thereof; and providing that
“ pothing in the said direction shall be understood to discharge any
person from preaching in defence of the regal supremacy established by
law, as often and in such manner as the first Canon of this Church doth

require.”
(7) Hooker’s Eccl. Pol. book viii. ch. i. 1 ; cb. ii.

(8) “ Ego Constantini, vos Petri Gladium habetis in manibus.” King
Edgar'’s Speech to his Clergy. Ailred. Rival. Coll. 861. 16.

(9) Hooker's Ecol. Pol. book i. ch. ii. 3.

(10) Ipee autem rex non debet esse sub homine, sed sub Deo, et sub lege,
quia lex facit regem. Attribuat igitur rex legi quod lex attribuit ei, vide-
licet dominationem et potestatem, non est enim rex ubi dominatur voluntss
et non lex. Bracton de Leg. Angl. lib. i. c. 8. 4 Co. ad Lect. Branch’s
Principis, p. 195, 196.

Happier that people whose law is their king in the greatest things, than
that whose king is himself their law. Where the king doth guide the
state, and the law the king, that commonwealth is like a harp or melodious
instrument, the strings whereof are tuned and handled all by one, following
as laws the rules and canons of musical science. Hooker’s Eccl. Pol.
book 8. c. ii. 12.
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For the received laws and liberty of the Church the king hath supreme
authority and power, but against them, none. Ibid. book 8. c. ii. 17.

(11) Sentencia lata super cartas, &c. Statutes st Large, 21 Hen. III.

(12) The famous statute of Magna Charta, both at its making and con-
firmation, more resembles a federative treaty than an act of the legislature.
Wooddesson’s Lectures on the Law of England, vol. i. p. 18.

(13) In primis concessimus Deo et hac presenti carta nostra confir-
mavimus pro nobis et heredibus nostris imperpetuam quod ecclesia
Anglicana libera sit et habeat omnia jura sua integra et libertates suas
illesas. Statutesat Large, 9 Hen. III.

(14) A true idea of this part of our constitution is given by Sir Henry
Spelman, in his treatise on “the Ancient Government of England,” who
compares it to an arch, and says,  That the common law is but the half
arch of the government, tending on to the temporal part thereof, and not
unto the ecclesiastical. That he cannot well present the one without the
other, and must therefore take a project of the whole arch, that so the
strength and uniformity in both parts may the better be conceived. As,
therefore, each side of an arch descendeth alike from the cone or top
point, so both the parts of that their government was alike deduced from
the king.” Part 2. p. 49,

(15) Caudrey’s case. 5 Coke’s Reports, p. viii.

(16) Blackstone’s Commentaries, vol. i. ch. 6. p. 235 n., where the form
of oath in the reign of Edward IV, is transcribed.

(17) In the year 1717 the lower house of convocation drew up a hostile
representation respecting Bishop Hoadley’s “ Preservative against the
Non-jurors,” and “ Sermon on the Kingdom of Christ ” written in defence
of the existing government, and shielded by their public approbation, but
it had not yet been laid before the Bishops, when the king’s government
sent down a writ of prorogation, being warned by the great scandal of some
former controversies, and determined to protect a prelate who was the
earnest advocate of their own opinions. From that day the convocation
appears to have been doomed to a perpetual silence. Preface to Card-
well’s Synodalia, p. xviii.

(18) The first of these ecclesisstical synods recorded to be holden in
Britain was in the year 429, for stopping the progress of the Pelagian
heresy. Bede's Ecclesiastical History,b. 1. c. 17. Seealso the account of
the synod held by Augustine and the British Bishops, b. 2. ch. 2.



18

(19) In the case of Bird and Smith (Moore, p. 783) the Lord Chan-
cellor called tov his assistance Popham, Chief Justice ; Coke, Chief Justice
of the Common Pleas, and Flemming, Chief Baron, and they all agreed,—
8. “ That the canons of the Church made by the convocation and the king
without the parliament were binding in all matters ecelesiastical, as well as
an act of parliament. For they say that by common law every bishop in
his diocese, archbishop in his province, and the convoeation in the nation,
may make canons to bind within their limits : for that the convocation of
the clergy was once a member of the parliament of this realm, and after
severed for ease, and carry their peculiar function with them into the house
of convocation ;—whercby when the convocation makes canons of things
appertaining to them, and the king confirms them, they will bind the whole
realm.” .

(20) It is so obvious to every one’s understanding, so suitable to common
sense and reason, that it will require but little argument to prove, that as
they are most conversant with spiritual persons, and in spiritual things,
they must certainly best know, and are best able to give their advice in
relation thereto ; and as his Majesty has an undoubted right to consult and
advise with whom he pleases, so his own wisdom will direct in the choice of
his counsellors to those whom he thinks most capable ; and he has a right
to the obedience and advice of his subjects when he is pleased to require
it. The prelacy was therefore founded and endowed with honours and
possessions by the kings and nobles of this realm, that he might have
persons of distinction to assist him in all spiritual matters, who might like-
wise, by their station, be the best judges of all spiritual persons.

Agreeable to this design of their institution has been the uniform prac-
tice of our princes and parliaments ever since the Reformation.

Is there any order of men in the kingdom that is better acquainted with
spiritual persons and spiritual things, than the bishops and clergy ; or any
that have the prosperity of religion, or the good of the Church, as by law
established, more at heart ? Why does the prince, in matters relating to
the army, advise with his generals ; in matters relating to the navy, with
his admirals ; in the revenue; with the managers of his treasury ? but that
these, by the experience they have acquired, and the application they give
to the business in their several stations, are presumed to be most capable
of giving right advice. And although at some times and in some instances
it should happen that the advice they give is not right, this does not
affect the general rule ; nor does it discourage princes from continuing to
use the assistance of any of those, who are best qualified by their stations
to give them true accounts of persons and things. . ............

It is true, that in some cases the steps taken in ecclesiastical matters
may also affect the civil state ; but when that happens, the prince has his
state counsellors at hand, to give bim timely warning of any advice which
churchmen give, that may be prejudicial to his other affairs : and it must



19

be remembered that the thing pleaded for is, only advice and assistance, as
proper to be received from churchmen in Church matters. ... .
Ifin these matters they are not allowed to be advised with, in what are
they? In the army? No. Theirs is the doctrine of peace. In the
navy? No. In the treasury? °Tis none of their province. In the
common law ? There is a general probibition ; 'tis mere temporal matter.
Wherein are they to advise, wherein to assist, if not in spiritual things,
and in relation to spiritual persons? But it is, a affairs, that concern
spiritual persons or spiritual things. ................
Were those bishops, who have been appointed by the Crown, under a
clerical administration in Church affairs less zealous for the support of the
revolution, for settling and defending the Protestant succession, less
careful of the rights and just prerogatives of the Crown, or less solicitous
for the good of the Church and kingdom? No. Auswer to a late
pamphiet, entitled An Examination of the Scheme of Church Power, laid
down in the Codex Juris Ecclesiastici Anglicani, &c., 1785.

(21) See Note (23*), post.

(22) Our legislators, however, that their acts, in matters of spiritual
concern, may conform to and be influenced by the law divinely revealed,
ocught, constitationally, to consult with the sacred interpreters of that law,
especially when assembled in convocation. Wooddesson’s Lectures on
the Law of England, vol. i. Lect. 18.

The parliament of England, together with the convocation annexed
thereunto, is that whereupon the very essence of all government within
this kingdom doth depend ; it is even the body of the whole realm ; it
consisteth of the king, and of all that within the land are subject unto him ;
for they all are there present, either in person, or by such as they volnntanly
have derived their very personal right unto. Hooker’s Eccl. Pol. book viii.
ch. vi. 11.

What regard is due to convocation for their acts in former times may
be known from these, among other of their proceedings. In the year
1536, the motion for translating the Bible into English came from the
convocation, as appears from the petition of the bishops, abbots, and priors
to the king: and at the same time it made the Scriptures, with the

. Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds, the standard of faith, and
removed the worship of saints and images. In 1547 it was first deter-
mined there, that the eucharist ought to be received by all Christians in
both kinds. In 1562, articles of religion were agreed upon in convocation :
and in 1661, our present inestimable Book of Common Prayer was
reviewed, altered, and enlarged in convocation, before it was recommended
by the king to be confirmed by parliament.

(23) Parl. Hist. 212. 216.

(28*) At the institution of parishes by Theodore, Archbishop of Can-
B2
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terbury, A.D. 664, the patronage of churches was annexed to the endow-
ment by the same common right, which made kings patrons of the cathe-
drals, sees, and monasteries of their own foundation ; a right which all our
Sazxon princes enjoyed in these times, and exercised without dispute.
Thus the West Saxon kings! put Birinus and Agilbert into the see of
Dorchester ; Wini and Leutherius into that of Winchester ; the former
of which two last being afterwards expelled, was, by a simoniacal contract
with King \Wulfhere, promoted to the see of London. Thus Sigebert,
King of the East Angles?, made Felix Bishop of Dunwich, and Furseeus
Abbot of Cnobbersburg ; so the same Wulfhere made Chadd Bishop of
Lichfield, and Sexulf? Abbot of Peterborough: and ¢ Aidan, Finan,
Colman, Wilfrid, and Cuthbert, were all put into their sees by the
Northumbrian princes. This royal nomination was in those days con-
ceived to be so necessary, that, when any prelates were thus appointed in
conquered countries, they imagined they lost their bishoprics, when the
countries which composed their dioceses were lost by the prince that
named them, and came to be repossessed by the rightful owners. Thus
Trumwin quitted his see of Abercorn®, when the part of Scotland which
had formed his diocese whilst in the possession of the Northumbrians, was
recovered by the Picts ; as ¢ Eadhed did his of Sidnacester, when Lindsey
was reconquered by the Mercians. The person so named to fill a see,
was indeed to be approved by the bishops of the province, because it was their
business to consecrate him : and this act was to be performed publicly in
the greatest city of the diocese, that the people might give their attesta-
tion to his life and conversation ; on which account it was deemed irregu-
lar, unless in a case of necessity, to take one from any other diocese than
that which he was appointed to govern. Kings, indeed, were soon pre-
vailed upon to allow some monasteries the privilege of electing their own
abbot from among themselves, which put others upon soliciting the same
favour : but some ages passed before they granted any such indulgence
with regard to bishops ; of which, however, Bede in his letter to Egbert,
Archbishop of York, suggests an occasion. After representing the evil
consequences of the neglect of the pastoral duties, which was unavoidable
in so large a diocese as York, he presses the archbishop to use his credit
with King Ceolulph, to engage him to reform the ecclesiastical state of his
country, and to erect so many new bishoprics that there might be twelve
in his province. But as the exorbitant grants of that prince’s predecessors
had made it difficult to find a vacant place for a new see, and sufficient
endowments for new bishops and their clergy, he proposes that a great
council should be called, and by a resolution or ordinance of that body,
with the consent of the king and the prelates, some monasteries should be
pitched upon to be the seats of new bishops. As the abbot and monks of

1 Bede, 1. iii. c. 7. 3 Ib. Lii. c. 16; L iii. e. 19; L iv. . 3.
3 Chron. Sax. A.D. 655. ¢ Bede, L. iii. c. 13. 28. Vita Cuthberti, c. 24.
8 Bede, 1. iv. c. 26. 6 Ib.c. 12,
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wch a convent might probably do all in their power to oppose an ordi-
mnce of this mnature, he thought it would not be a bad expedient for
engaging them to acquiesce in it, to give them a licence or privilege
(termed in later days a congé d'élire), for choosing out of their own body
the person who was to be ordained, and who was at once to preside over
the monastery and his adjacent diocese ; or in case there should be none
among them fit for the episcopal office, they should atiil have the canonical
examination and approbation of the person nominated out of some other
part of the diocese. The kings of England did afterwards, on some
occasions, take this method of endowing sees ; and it is no wonder, that in
such cases they allowed the privilege proposed to the monasteries, whose
abbatical manse, or the revenue of the abbot, was annexed to the bishopric.
Cartes History of England, vol. i. p. 245.

After the Conquest the same custom of consulting the bishope on the
occasion of filling up the appointments to vacant sees, at least the im-
portant ones, appears to have continued. Thus we read of Henry 1. con-
sening the bishops and temporal nobility at Windsor to consult about the
choice of an Archbishop of Canterbury, when the king designed to pro-
mote Faricius, Abbot of Abingdon, but perceiving the prelates were unani-
moxs for Ralph, Bishop of Rochester, he complied. Collier's Eccl. History
of Great Britain, vol. i.p.303. On Ralph’s death, the king, about the Can-
dlemas following, called a council of his prelates and nobility at Gloucester
to consider of a proper person to succeed him ; some of the monks at Can-
terbury were likewise summoned thither either to elect or admit and
receive the successor. When the council met, the king desired the biskops
lo agree on a fit man to fill that dignity, and he would approve whomever they
recommended; and William of Corboil was, at the instance of the bishops,
elected by the monks, confirmed by the king, and accepted by all the
bishops for their primate. Carte’s Hist. of England, vol. i. p. 512.

And here we may mention by the way, that in the reign of Stephen, a
question of the same nature as that which is now being agitated as to the
validity of an election of a bishop by a majority of canons, without the
consent of the dean and others of the canons, was sent on appeal to the

It was the case of the election of Anselm, nephew of Anselm,
Archbishop of Canterbury, to the see of London, by the majority of the
canons of St. Paul's. The dean and his party made their appeal to Rome,
and at last got the election voided. The pope’s sentence for annulling the
election went on this ground, viz., decause it was made without the dean’s
Imowledge and consent, who, according lo right, ought to give his vote first in
the choice of a bishop. Collier’s Eccl. Hist. vol. i. p. 828.

In the reign of Henry II. the see of Canterbury being vacant, the king,
who was in Normandy, dispatched Chancellor Becket into England, under
colour of managing some business relating to the state, but with a design
to prefer him to the archbishopric. Soon after his arrival, the Bishops of
Chicbester, Exeter, and Rochester, came to the convent of Canterbury

with an order from the king, that the prior, with some of the monks,



22

should repair to London, and meet the bishops and clergy there, in order to
the clection of an archbishop. Wibert the prior obeyed the order, and
found the prelates convened at London. And here, after some dispute,
Thomas, the Chancellor of England, was elected. Collier's Eccl. Hist.
vol. i. p. 848.

During the disputes which afterwards arose between the king and arch-
bishop, at a great council of the prelates and nobility of England as-
sembled at Clarendon, a.p. 1164, Becket was prevailed on to engage
upon oath, and “ on the word of a priest, faithfully to observe the laws of
the kingdom, and the royal customs used in the moftbelmg’tgmmy'uﬁer
without any prevarication whatever ;” all the bishops swearing after his
example, in the same form and to the same effect. These ancient royal
customs had not yet been committed to writing, being known only by
common practice and usage immemorial ; and it was thought proper to
specify some of them, to prevent any future dispute on the subject. A
committee of the most ancient and knowing persons among the prelates
and nobility was appointed to draw them up in writing ; and this being
done in sixteen articles, they were read in the great council, approved,
and ordered to be observed throughout the kingdom. These articles,
commonly called The Conatitutions of Clarendon, were all expressly recog-
nized as the rights of the Crown by both the archbishope and twelve
bishops, who all swore to observe them in the same terms as before ; and
on January 80th, in the presence of a great number of the nobility, whose
names are recited, put their seals to the instrument, of which there were
three indented copies made; one lodged among the records of the
crown, and the others delivered to the two archbishops.

The 12th of these constitutions provides that, “ when any archbishopric,
bishopric, abbey, or priory of royal foundation or patronage, becomes
vacant, the king shall enter upon it, and receive all the issues and profits
thereof, as of his own demesne lands ; and when he shall think fit to pro-
vide for such church, he shall send for the most considerable persons of
the chapter or convent, and the election 1s to be made in the Chapel
Royal with the king’s consent, and 3y the advice of such dignitaries of the
realm as the king shall call together for that purpose? ; and the person elected
shall there, before his consecration, do homage and fealty to the king as
his liege lord, of life, limb, and terrene honour, saving his order.” Carte’s
Hist. of England, vol. i. pp. 585. 587.

After the death of Becket, the king being in Normandy, the monks of
Canterbury were sent for to proceed to an election ; delegates were sent
from the convent to an assembly of the bishops and clergy convened in
London, but nothing was done by reason of the refractoriness of the
monks, who insisted on having the sole (so they called a free) election,
exclusive of the bishope of the province. This (says the historian) was so

7 In Lingard's History of England, vol. ii. p. 217, the words are translated, “and
with the advico of such prelates as the king may call to his assistance.”
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conlrary to the practice of the whole Christian Church in the first ages of the
Gospel, and to the custom of the Church of England in particular, that the
monks, reflecting more coolly on their proceedings, began to be appre-
hensive of falling into some inconveniences by their obstinacy, and at last
pitched upon three unexceptionable persons whom they recommended to
Richard de Lucy, Guardian of the realm, in order to the admission of
some one of them by the bithops’ and king’s approbation. Richard con-
vened the English bishops at London, and the prior attending with some
of the monks, Roger, Abbot of Bee, was chosen on March 2nd, with the
approbation of the bishops, and confirmed by the royal assent. Carte'’s
Hist. of England, vol. i. p. 654. In 1184 the see of Canterbury sgain
became vacant, and the bishops and monks of Canterbury were summoned to
London, when the Bishop of London, proposing Baldwin, ‘Bishop of
Worcester, all the prelates concurred in- his election, and the monks went
awey without giving their assent. The bishops, presenting their elect to
the king, Baldwin was approved ; but Henry was forced to go himself to
Canterbury to persusde the monks to acquiesce ; which they consented
to upon being allowed the formality of an election. Ibid. vol. i. p. 709.

We will now proceed to trace the mode by which the papal power com-
pelled the kings of England to relinquish their right of appointing to vacant
bishoprics, under the advice and assistance of the prelates and dignitaries
of the realm, as declared by the Constitutions of Clarendon.

On the death of Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, in the reign of
King John, a double election was made by two parties of the monks of
Christ Church, Canterbury, who claimed the right to choose the metro-
politan under a disputed grant from King Henry I., one of which parties
had elected the person recommended by the king, John, Bishop of
Norwich.

The question being referred to Pope Innocent III., he annulled both
the elections, recommended Stephen Langton, a cardinal priest, to the
proxies of both parties, and frightened the monks, under a threat of excom-
munication, into compliance, who accordingly elected Langton at Viterbo,
and he was consecrated by the pope. This greatly incensed the king, who
charged the monks with treason, and sent down a military force, which
drove them out of the kingdom, and seized their effects for the king’s use.

He then sent a reprimanding letter to the pope, that he would maintain
the honour of his crown at the utmost hazard, and that he was unalterably
determined never to consent to the setting aside of the Bishop of Norwich.
The pope then wrote to all the bishops of the province to own Stephen
for their metropolitan, and desired three of them to go to the king, and
entreat him to receive him as Archbishop of Canterbury. The three
bishops waited on the king accordingly, and intimated that unless he gave
satisfaction, his kingdom would be put under an interdict. Upon this, the
king broke out into a great rage, and swore that if either themselves or any
other person were so hardy as to interdict his dominions, he would imme-
distely seize the estates of the Church, and expel the bishops and clergy.
He likewise ordercd the bishops to go out of his presence immediately,
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for fear of carrying some mark of infamy along with them. These prelates
finding no impression could be made on the king, ventured to execute the
pope’s commission in Lent following, and upon the Monday in Passion
week put the whole kingdom under an interdict. Thus there was an in-
termission of divine service, and all the offices of the priesthood, except
the baptizing of children, taking confessions, and giving the communion to
dying persons, and the people brought their dead and buried them in
ditches and highways without any funeral service. As for the three bishops,
a8 soon as they had executed the pope’s order and given the blow, they
went privately beyond sea, and so did some of the others.

The king, enraged at the interdict, commanded the prelates, and those
that abetted their proceedings, to depart the kingdom, and ordered his
sheriffs and lay officers to take the bishoprics and abbeys into their custody,
and to seize the revenues of the Church. And now the pope was resolved
to exert himself further, and play more of his thunder, for he proceeded to
excommunicate the king, and publish the sentence thoughout the country,
so that he might be avoided by every body. Some time afterwards, the
pope’s nuncios, Pandulphus and Durandus, had an audience of the king,
being sent for by him, to adjust differences. Part of their terms being
that Stephen, Archbishop of Canterbury, and the other prelates beyond
seas, and all their friends and dependants, might have liberty to return and
live peaceably in England, the king told them in reply, that he was willing
to return what he had seized, “ but as for that Stephen,” said he, “he can
never be 30 secured by a safe conduct, but that I'l hang him as soon as he
sets foot upon my dominions.” In support of his rights, the king urged
that his predecessors had bestowed archbishoprics, bishopries, and abbeys,
in their bedchamber: for instance, King Edward the Confessor gave the
bishopric of Worcester to Wulstan, and when William the Conqueror at-
tempted to deprive him of his see because he did not understand French,
Woulstan refused to return hith the pastoral staff, because he had not
received it from him, but carried it to King Edward’s tomb, where it stuck
so fast that nobody could pull it away but that holy bishop. To this he
added, that within his own memory his father, King Henry, had given
the archbishopric of Canterbury to St. Thomas.

The king at length offered that, on condition Langton would resign his
archbishopric, the pope might dispose of that preferment, and that he
would accept of any person of his holiness’s nomination, and that possibly
after that he might at the pope’s request bestow a bishopric on Langton.
**Tis not the custom of Holy Church,” replied Pandulphus, “ to degrade an
archbishop without sufficient grounds ; but when princes prove refractory
and disobedient, tis her method to take them lower and throw them out
of their seat.” The nuncio then proceeded to tell him, that from that day
he excommunicated all those who should communicate with him, that he
absolved all his subjects from their homage and allegiance, that he gave
liberty to his earls and barons to make war upon him, and further, that his
holiness designed shortly to send an army into Englend to maintain the
rights of the Church, and that on the arrival of those forces, he commanded
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all to repair to the pope’s standard, and submit to the orders of his general.
“ Have you any thing more to menace ?” said the king. “ Yes,” said
Pandulphus, “ we tell you in the name of God, that from this day forward
neither you nor any of your heirs can wear the crown.” The king then
gave the nuncio to understand with an oath, that had he come into the
kingdom without being sent for by him, he should have disposed the .
noncio to a post he would not have liked, and made this his last
mischief.

Upon this the king ordered the sheriffs and other officers of justice to
bring forth their prisoners. Some of these the king ordered to be hanged ;
some to have their eyes pulled out ; and some had their feet and hands
chopped off, imagining the sight of these executions might strike a terror
into Pandulphus, and work him to his purpose.

The pope thought it was now high time to exert himself to the utmost,
and give the last stroke ; and therefore, by the advice of the conclave, he
pronounces King Jobn deposed. The difficulty was to get the sentence
executed. He conceived Philip, King of France, most proper for this
purpose. He wrote to him, therefore, to undertake the service ; and to
encourage the expedition, he promised him a plenary indulgence, and the
fee simple of the crown of England for his pains.

In January, 1218, Stephen, Archbishop of Canterbury, William, Bishop
of London, and Eustachius, Bishop of Ely, came from Rome into France,
and published the pope’s sentence against King John. Philip, King of
France, was glad of the opportunity, and prepared to make a descent upon
England ; commanding all his barons to attend him with their tenants at
Roan, under the penalty of forfeiting their estates.

The King of England was not negligent in his defence, but raised the
posse of the kingdom, and drew down his troops to the coast towns, where
he suspected the French might land.

While things were thus drawing towards a decision in the field, two
Kuights Templars landed at Dover, and acquainted the king that Pan-
dulphus desired to come over ; and that he had proposals to make him in
order to an accommodation. The king agreed to the motion, and sent
Pandulphus an invitation. This nuncio, at his first audience, made a
frightful representation of the juncture ; he told his highness that the
King of Fraace lay at the mouth of the Seine with a formidable fleet and
army ; that he bad an authority from the pope to seize his dominions ;
and that his holiness had conveyed the sovereignty of the English crown
to that prince and his successors—that King Philip had given out, that
most of the English nobility had sent him an invitation, and declared them-
selves his subjects under hand and seal—that notwithstanding the black-
ness of the prospect, it was in his highness's power to dispel the cloud, and
retrieve his affairs ; and that in case he was willing to make satisfaction
for the injuries he had done, and stand to the decision of the Church, his
holiness would recover him his crown.

By this discourse of the nuncio, the king perceived himself surprisingly
distressed, and that things were brought to the last extremity. The
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motives which determined him to a compliance were these :—First, he
considered he had been five years under an excommunication; this
thought lay uneasy upon his conscience, and made him think himself
unsafe as to the other world. Secondly, the Kinyg of France lay ready to
invade him with a numerous army ; and in case he came to try bis fortune
in the field, he was afraid the English would desert ; and that which was
thought to affect him more than all the rest was, the nearness of
Ascension-day ; at which term, according to the prophecy of one Peter,
a hermit,'he wes to lose his kingdom. These reasons made him despair
of maintaining his ground against the pope; he was forced therefore to
consent to the’nuncio’s proposals, and took a solemn oath to stand to the
award of the Charch ; and sixteen of the principal earls and barons of the
kingdom were guarantees for the performance; and that if the king
should bappen to fail in the articles, they obliged themselves to do their
utmost to force him to keep his word.

Upon the thirteenth of May, the Monday before Ascension, the king
and Pandulphus with a numerous appearance of earls and barons met at
Dover, and agreed the articles of accommodation. They were drawn up
in the form of letters patents, and sealed with the king’s seal. And here
the king swears to be concluded by the pope’s instructions to his nuncio
in all points relating to his excommunication, to permit Stephen, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the other English prelates beyond sea and their
adherents, to return home, and enjoy their property, privilege, and juris-
diction without any impeachment or disturbance. At another meeting
held two days after, the king, according to the conditions prescribed at
Rome, resigned his crowns of England and Ireland to the pope, and
engaged to hold them of him, and pay a thousand marks yearly in acknow-
ledgment of his sovereignty ; and, which was a particular mortification, the
king was forced to say, he was willing to submit to all this hardship—that
he resigned his kingdoms by the suggestion of the Holy Spirit, and that
he was not driven to this compliance by the terror of the interdict, or out
of any motive of fear ; but that he was governed in this affair purely by
his own free will and inclination.

The king delivered the instrument of resignation to Pandulphus to be
transmitted to Rome, and immedistely after took the oath of homage
publicly to the pope and his successors: the oath runs in the usual form
sworn by a homager to a sovereign prince. Collier’s Eccl. Hist. vol.i.
p. 412—420.

Langton arrived in England full of rancour against the king, resolved to
distress his government, and to embroil the kingdom ; though it does not
appear that John had given him any personal provocation : aud it is very
certain, he had made no encroachment upon the rights of the Church,
being, since he was subdued by the pope, the tamest and most submissive
animal in nature, granting his congé d’élire immediately upon the vacancy
of prelacies, and leaving the chapters and convents to a free election,
without offering to interpose, by the recommendation of any particular
person.
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In the dispatee with his barons some time afterwards, seeing the difi-
culties of his situation, and the danger of the whole kingdom’s declaring
aguinst him, and knowing very well the mighty influence which the Clergy
bad in the nation, and to curry favosr with them, John on January 15,
A.D. 1215, by the common assent of his barons, and with a saving of the
custody of vacant prelacies to himself and his heirs, granted a charter
establishing for ever the right of free elections in all chnrches, monasteries,
cathedrals, and conventual societies, obliging himself and successors nei-
ther to deny or delay a congé délire (if he did, they were allowed to
proceed to a choice without any), nor to hinder the elected person’s
taking possession of his dignity ; nor yet to deny the royal assent to such
electians, without a ressonable objection. In the same year, by the Great
Charter signed at Runnimede, the cutire freedom of elections to bishop-
rics, abbeys, deaneries, and other ecclesiastical dignities, without the
recommendation or nomination of any person by the Crown, in a letter
missive (as granted by John’s late charter of January 15) was expressly
confirmed. Carte’s History of England, vol. i. pp. 824. 829. 832.

How far the popes had advanced in their encroachments in the reign of
King Edward 111., may be known from the eomplaint made in the famous
statute of premunire passed in the twenty-fifth year of his reign : « That
now or late, the Bishop of Rome, by procurement of clerks and otherwise,
hath reserved, and doth daily reserve to his collation, generally and espe-
cially, as well archbishoprics, bishopries, abbeys, and priories, as all other
dignities and other benefices of England, which be of the advowry of people
of Holy Church, and give the same as well to aliens as to denizens.”

At length, after many struggles by former monarchs, King Henry VIII.
pessed an act in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, that no person thereafter
should be presented, nominated, or commended to the pope for the dignity
or office of any archbishop or bishop of this realm ; but that on every
avoidance of every such archbishopric or bishopric, the king might grant
to the Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral Church where the see should
bappen to be void, a licence under the great seal, as of old time had been
accustomed, to proceed to the election of an archbishop or bishop, with a
letter missive containing the name of the person which they should elect
and choose ; by virtue of which licence, the said dean and chapter should
with all speed, in due form, elect the same person named in the said letters
missive, to the dignity and office of the archbishopric or bishopric so being
void, and none other ; such election to be afterwards certified to the king,

who, by letters patent, should signify it to the archbishop, requiring him
to confirm the said election, and to invest and consecrate the person so
elected, without any suiug, procuring, or obtaining any bulls, letters, or
other things from the see'of Rome, for the same in any behalf. The act
then declares, that if the dean and chapter proceed mot to election, and
signify the same within twenty days ; or if any archbishop or bishop refuse
to confirm, invest, and consecrate every such person so elected, or any
other person do any other act to the let of due execution of the said
statute, he should incur the penalties of the statute of premunire. The
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act also contains a power to the king to nominate by letters patent in
default of election by the dean and chapter.

This statute was repealed by an act of the first year of King Philip and
Queen Mary, but revived by an act passed in the first year of Queen
Elizabeth.

On “ The Disposal of Higher Church Preferment,” since the period of
the Reformation, the numbers of the  British Magazine” from February,
1837, to September, 1844, furnish a series of valuable papers said to be
from the pen of a learned archdeacon of our Church, and drawn from
records and other authentic sources ; the last of which numbers, comprising
a briefsummary of the whole, contains the following observations : —

“ The main facts which it was the object of these extracts to prove, were
thus stated in the first number of the series, adopting, in fact, a statement
which had then recently appeared in one of the leading public journals—
that the nomination to ecclesiastical offices by the minister of the day, was
‘an unurpatlon on the part of ministers, and that of comparatively recent
growth ;’ that ¢ from the period of the Reformation until towards the middle
of the last century, the king really, as well as nominally, appointed to eccle-
siastical preferment; and that, in the discharge of this sacred trust,
¢ the spiritual heads of the Church were habitually consulted on all im-
portant appointments.” Abundant evidence, it is hoped, has been supplied
in proof of these statements ; and the exceptions which have been found
at different periods of the history, are such as tend strongly to show how
salutary was the general rule, and how mischievous in its effects was any
departure from it. We may refer in particular to the records of the Duke
of Buckingham’s administratiou in the reign of James IL.; of the ¢ Cabal’
ministry under Charles II.; the ill-fated reign of James II., and the
tyranny of cabinets over the sovereign at the middle of the last century.

“ The recognition of the ecclesiastical office of the Crown in regard
to the Church, and consequently of its sacred prerogative in appoint-
ments to spiritual offices, as claiming to be exercised irrespectively of
state politicians, and by the advice rather of its chief spiritual counsellors,
is clearly marked in the annals of the earliest days of our Reformed
Church.

“ How entirely in those days such appointments were recognized as being
with the king, not with his ministers, is evident from the way in which
those who were most intimate with the king’s confidential servants ex-
pressed themselves when writing to them. Thus, when in the year 1552,
¢in the month of November, Grindal was nominated for a bishopric in the
north,” *of this, his designed preferment,’ says Strype, ¢ Bishop Ridley
was very glad, giving God hearty thanks, as he said in his letter to certain
of his friends at court, viz. Sir John Gate, Vice-Chamberlain, and Sir
William Cecil, Secretary, that it had pleased him to move the heart of the
king's majesty to choose such a man, of such godly qualities, into such a
room.” Those who could thus speak in their private correspondence with
the king’s confidential servants, implied and took for granted as what was
perfectly understood and felt on all hands, that the appointment to Church
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offices rested in the breast of the king himself, under God's supreme
guidance of His chosen servant, His minister herein for the good of His
Church.

“But it was in the latter half of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, under the
primacy of Archbishop Whitgift, that the theory of the ecclesiastical func-
tions of the Crown was still more fully and uniformly realized. Whitgift’s
own appointment to the episcopal office was the queen’s special act ; * she
knowing well (says Strype) his great deserts towards this Church, and
excellent abilities in learning and government, which were things now-a-
days specially regarded in appointing bishops over the Churches.’ Isask
Walton, in his * Life of Hooker,’ has religiously and wisely marked the
special providence which, at so critical a period, placed such a man at the
helm of the Church ; and has given also a beautiful picture of the mutual
relation which the queen and the metropolitan bere to each other. He
has been tracing the progress of the nonconformists, and how, ‘ when the
Church’s lands were in danger of alienation, her power, at least, neglected,
and her peace torn to pieces by several schisms, and such heresies as do
usually attend that sim, for heresies do usually outlive their chief authors ;
when the common people seemed ambitious of doing those very things
that were forbidden, and attended with most dangers, that thereby they
might be punished, and then applauded and pitied ; when they called the
spirit of opposition a tender conscience, and complained of persecution,
because they wanted power to persecute others ; when the giddy multi-
tude raged, and became restless to find out misery for themselves and
others, and the«rabble would herd themselves together, and endeavour to
govern and act in spite of authority ; in this extremity of fear, and danger
of the Church and State, when, to suppress the growing evils of both,
they needed a man of prudence and piety, and of a high and fearless forti-
tude, they were blest in all by John Whitgift, his being made Archbishop
of Canterbury ; ... and, not long after, the queen made him of her privy
council, and frusted kim to manage all her ecclesiastical affairs and prefer-

ments.” ‘She saw,’ we are told, *so visible and blessed a sincerity shine
in all his cares and endeavours, for the Church’s and for her good, that
she was supposed to trust him with the very secrets of her soul, and to
make him her confessor ; of which she gave many fair testimonies . . . .
and would often say, she pitied him because she trusted him, and had
thereby eased herself, by laying the burden of all her clergy-cares upon his
shoulders, which he managed with prudence and piety. And that he made
ber's and the Church’s good the chiefest of his cares, and that she also
thoanght so, there were such daily testimonies given, as begat betwixt them
so mutual a joy and confidence, that they seemed born to believe and to
do good to each other ; she not doubting his piety to be more than all
his opposers, which were many, nor doubting his prudence to be equal to
the chiefest of her council, who were then as remarkable for active wisdom
as those dangerous times did require, or this nation did ever enjoy. And
in this conditivn he continued twenty years, in which time he saw some
flowings, but many more ebbings of her favour towards all men that had
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opposed him, especially the Earl of Leicester; so that God still seemed
to keep him in her favour, that he might preserve the remaining Church
lands and immunities from sacrilegious alienations. And this good man
deserved all the honour and power with which she gratified and trusted
him ; for he was a pious man, and natarally of noble and grateful prin-
ciples ; ke eased her of all her Church-cares by his wise menage of them ; he
gave her faithful and prudent counsels in all the extremities and dangers
of her temporal affairs, which were very many ; he lived to be the chief
comfort of her declining age, and to be then most frequently with her, and
her assistant at her private devotions ; he lived to be the greatest comfort
of her soul upon her death-bed, to be present at the expiration of her
last breath, and to behold the closing of those eyes that had long looked
upon him with reverence and affection ®.’

“ Tho picture which Izaak Walton thus draws of the relation which the
queen and the metropolitan sustained towards each other in ecclesiastical
matters, is recalled to mind in the annals of later times, under the reigns
of the two royal sisters, Mary and Anne, and the consultations which
they religiously held with the chief pastors of the Church, to enable them
the better to discharge the sacred trust which, with the crown, was com-
mitted to them, and which they felt to be a heavy responsibility. It is
not necessary here to do more than allude to the account which bas been
given, in extracts from the Life of Archbishop Sharp, of the manner in
which he-was called to serve his royal mistress as ¢her prineipal and
guide,’ “in things relating to the Church;’ a deseription which revives
the recollection of that which Isaak Walton had given of earlier times,
under the reign of Queen Elizabeth. It will be sufficient here, in briefly
summing up the history through which we have gone in detail, to recall
to mind how it was the peouliar happiness of him whom Waiton thus
eulogized, that he was so * highly esteemed for his wisdom, learning, and
piety by both his sovereigns, Queen Elizabeth and King James, that
they ‘both conmsulted with him in all matters of the Church, and in
making laws and orders for the well governing of it, and likewise in taking
always kis advice for proper men to be placed in the chief preferments
thereof? ; and that he who had his confidence while he lived, and on his’
death by the special choice of his sovereign, succeeded to his office !,
exercised, himself, or through others, the like power ; and in like manner
his succeesor, after him ; and that then again, when, through the influence
of a favourite 3, corruption and evil policy had crept in, in the disposal of
Church patronsage, it was again, with the best results, placed in episcopal
hands, and confirmed in them by the religious feeling of Charles I. ; and
again, that it was this mode of procedure which gave us such an episcopate
as adorned the restoration of our Church and monarchy under Charles I1.;
and that, even in the worst times of that monarch’s reign, evidences of

* Walton's Life of Hooker, Works, ed. Keble, vol. i. pp. 45—49.
9 Strype's Life of Whitgift, p. 579. 1 Abp. Bancroft.
2 YVillicrs, Duke of Buckingham.
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the better system are found ; and again, in the first days of the reign even
of his misguided brother, until, taking other counsellors, he made appoint-
ments which seemed to bhave for their direct ohject the degradation and
betrayal of the Church. We saw again how the religious principle quickly
auserted its rightful superiority over all political claims in the era of the
Revolution ; and the patronsge of the Church, committed into Mary's
hands, was faithfully and anxiously dispensed under the advice of the
chief prelates ; and so also in Queen Aune’s reign, though with too fre-
quent interference from political parties and ministers of state, Arch-
bishop Sharp being ¢ her majesty’s principal and guide,’ in regard, especi-
ally, to ‘ecclesiastical promotions” We saw, finally, that the same
system was acted upon in the first days of the Hanoverian succession ;
and that, even under Walpole’s administration, there was ¢an ecclesiastical
winistry ” fully recognized and acted upon, to the incalculable benefit to
the Church, exposed as it then was to so great peril from corrupting and
secularizing influences.

“ More than this rapid outline of the chief points in the history which
bas been traced out fully in detail, cannot be required here. The records
which have been given, carefully considered, will clearly show what was
the original theory of our ecclesiastical establishment in this important
particulsr ; and that, in exact proportion to the faithfulness with which it
has been adhered to, has been the welfare of the Church, and of the State,
whose welfare is so closely bound up with it ; and that in whatever degree
it has been violated or departed from, the most sacred interests of the
Church and of religion have proportionably suffered.” British Magazine
for Sept, 1844, pp. 270—282.

(24) Burnet’s History of his Own Times, vol. iii. pp. 129, 180.
(25) Cardwell’s Documentary Annals, vol. ii. p. 853.

(26) It is incumbent on the Sovereign to make religion, which includes
the most valuable interests of mankind, the principal object of his care and
spplication. He ought to promote the eternal as well as the present and
temporal happiness of his subjects. This is therefore a point properly
subject to his jurisdiction. Professor Burlamaqui’s Principles of Natural
and Politic Law, vol. ii. part 8. c. 3.

A gross error it is to think that regal power ought to serve for the good
of the body, and not of the soul ; for men’s’ temporal peace, and not for
their eternal safety ; as if God had ordained kings for no other end and
purpose but only to fat up men like hogs, and to see that they have their
mast. Hooker’s Eccl. Pol. book viii. ch. iii. 2.

Blessed Lord, who hast called Christian princes to the defence of thy
faith, and hast made it their duty to promote the spiritual welfare,
together with the temporal interest of their people, &c. Prayer for the

king as supreme governor of this Church, in the inauguration service.

(27) Our lord the king, seeing the mischiefs and damages before me=
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tioned, and having regard to the said statute made in the time of his said
grandfather, and by so much as he is bounden by his oath to cause the same to
be kept as the law of the realm, though that by sufferance and negligence
it hath been sithence attempted to the contrary, also having regard to the
grievous complaints made to him by his people in divers his parliaments
holden heretofore, willing to ordain remedy for the great damages and
mischiefs which have happened and daily do happen to the Church of Eng-
land by the said cause, by the assent of all the great men and the com-
monalty of the said realm to the honour of God and profit of the said
Church of England and of all his realm, hath ordered and estublished that
the free elections of archbishops, bishops, and all other dignities and
benefices elective in England shall hold from henceforth in the manner as
they were granted by the king’s progenitors and the ancestors of other
lords, founders of the said dignities and other benefices. Statute of Pro-
visors, 25 Ed. I11. stat. 6.

Our sovereign lord the king, at his Parliament holden at Westminster,
in the Utas of St. Hillarie, the thirty-eighth year of his reign, having a
regard to the quietness of his people, which he chiefly desireth to sustain
in tranquillity and peace, to govern according to the laws, usages, and
franchises of his land, as ke is bound by kis oath made at his coronation, fol-
lowing the ways of his progenitors, which for their time, made certain good
ordinances and provisions against the said grievances and perils. Stat. 38
Ed. IIL c. 1.

“ For they that consult Magna Charta shall find, that as all your prede-
cessors were at their coronation, so you also were sworn before all the
nobility and bishops then present, and in the presence of God, and in his
stead to him that anointed you, ‘to maintain the Church lands, and the
rights belonging to it ;* and this you yourself have testified openly to God
at the holy altar, by laying your hands on the Bible then lying upon it.
And not only Magna Charta, but many modern statutes have denounced
8 curse upon those that break Magna Charta; a curse like the leprosy
that was entailed on the Jews ; for as that, so these curses have and will
cleave to the very stones of those buildings that have been consecrated to
God ; and the father’s sin of sacrilege hath and will prove to be entailed
on his son and family. And now, Madam, what account can be given for
the breach of this oath at the last great day, either by your Majesty, or by
me, if it be wilfully, or but negligently violated, I know not.” Archbishop
Whitgift's Address to Queen Elizabeth on the intended sale of Church
lands. Walton's Life of Hooker, prefixed to his works, vol. i. page 54,
ed. Keble. -

THE END.

GiLBERT & RiviNGTON, Printers, St. John’s Square, London.
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TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD ASHLEY, M.P.

MY Loep,

I AM not at all aware that your Lordship will
deem any apology necessary for my thus address-
ing you on the present occasion. If I were called
upon to explain the grounds for my doing so, I
would at once say, that your Lordship’s own stir-
ring appeals, at various times, have had no small
share in urging me to the step I am taking—I
mean, that of calling the attention of the lay
members of the Church of England to the great
and imminent dangers to which we are exposed
from the Tractarian movement, and the conse-
quent duty devolving upon us, if we would save
the Chureh from impending and irretrievable ruin,
to adopt such remedial measuré& 88, with God's
blesging, may be likely to stem t:he torrent which
is now bearing down upon us.—= —¥Your Lordship’s
own addresses upon this subJeot, to which I have
already alluded, might be quoted, in addition to
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those I have brought forward in my Appeal, to
strengthen the testimonies therein adduced, as to
the dangers which encompass us on every side.
This is, however, unnecessary. I had intended to
do so, but it would have unduly extended the
length of the letter.

My Lord, had I observed any proposition ema-
nating from yourself, or from any other quarter,
calculated to meet the evils which in common we
deplore, I should readily have fallen in with it;
but, as year after year has rolled on, and every
succeeding year has but tended to increase our
danger, without any remedy being proposed, I do
feel that I shall stand acquitted of the charge of
precipitancy, in again bringing before the public
the consideration of this important subject. I
would remind your Lordship, that no society erists
in the Church which can reach the evil. The
Church Pastoral Aid Society, as also the Secrip-
ture Readers’ Association, are both precluded, by
their restricted regulations, from entering upon
such an undertaking. In short, nothing but an
unfettered and an aggressive movement can possibly
meet the case. We may continue to protest against
the errors, as we have done for years past, but
without the least effect. Agreeing then, as I do,
with the Bishop of Calcutta, that the dangers which
beset the Church are imminent, I feel persuaded that,
if the laity, as a body, much longer remain unmoved
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upon this great and momentous question, the time
s not far distant whken, too late, they may have to
lament their apathy.

Let it not be supposed that I am unfriendly to
order—far from it; I have been an attached, and
an active friend of the Church Pastoral Aid So-
ciety from its commencement; and, what is rather
a singular coincidence, I was, I believe, its very
first subscriber. But this Society cannot under-
take the work,—it does not profess to do so ; nay,
it would violate its own principles to attempt it.
If the Church indeed were in a healthy state, the
two Societies I have named would be the best
adapted to meet the wants of the whole popula-
tion ; but, diseased as she is by the prevailing
heresy, they can offer no remedy; and I will again
add, that no other society in the Church is com-
petent to the task. What a spectacle must the
Church of England be in the eyes of all Christen-
dom, when it is known that, for the last ten or
twelve years, she has had a pernicious heresy de-
stroying her very vitals, and yet that no move-
ment, on the part of the clergy or laity, has been
made to arrest its progress!!!

My Lord, I know what the Continental Chris-
tians think of our position. I recently had an
opportunity of conversing with one of their most
celebrated professors upon this very question, and
I felt that it was quite impossible for me to give

B 2
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any satisfactory solution of the anomalous state of
things in our Church. I think I hear some one
exclaiming, “ But you cannot adopt any plan that
does not infringe upon the Order of the Church.”
Without dwelling, at present, upon the fearful
disorders which already prevail in Tractarian pa-
rishes,—witness the late proceedings in that of
Leigh, in Essex,—I will meet this objection by
a quotation which, some time ago, I obtained
from a friend: it is ascribed to the Bishop of
Cashel, from his work, “On the Church.” His
Lordship remarks, “I find in our Church two
things for which I love her, scriptural truth and
scriptural order ; 1 love her for both. But when
I find these two separated, and I shall be obliged
to decide whether I will hold to the trath, and
give up the order, or hold to the order and give
up the truth, I shall feel myself bound to hold to
the truth.” Few persons, I believe, who are not
tainted with the heresy in question, will impugn
this decision. And, with regard to the abstract
question of employing Scripture readers, (almost
the only instrumentality suited to the present cir-
cumstances of the country,) I scarcely need re-
mind your Lordship, that no layman necessarily
requires & license from a Bishop, or from any other
human suthority, to do tkat, which it is every
Christian’s privilege and duty to do, upon a muck
higher authority, viz. that of the Scriptures them-
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selves; and this view of the case is confirmed by
the Bishop of Exeter. His Lordship, in his late
Protest against the “ Declaration,” signed by the
twenty-three Bishops, thus observes, “I will not
affect to”’ permit “ what I have no right to for-
bid.” This is an admission of no ordinary value.
It implies just what I infer, that it is the right
and duty—the scriptural right and duty—of “ pri-
vate Christians,” to exhort and edify one another.
His Lordship thus argues the case:—“Do the
Bishops who have subscribed this paper say that
they mean to ‘call and send’ these Scripture
readers to be ministers? If they do not, what are
these persons but private Christians, who may er-
ercise the right, or if you will, perform the duty, of
private Christians, privately exhorting one an-
other, edifying one another? For this duty no
mission by the Bishop is necessary.” (The italics
are mine.) This is what I have always contended
for. But, still I admit that, under ordinary cir-
cumstances, that is, when it requires no compro-
mise of truth, it would be most desirable to work
with and under the clergy, as in the Church Pas-
toral Aid Society.

Before I conclude, I will make one observation
with respect to the “ Declaration” referred to.—I
believe that it is an almost unanimous opinion
that, as far as any practical good may be expected
to result from it, it will be a mere dead letter,
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unless it be followed up, on the part of their
Lordships, by an exhortation to their clergy, to
invite their respective parishioners to join one or
other of the societies already established. With-
out further drawing upon your Lordship’s time,
I will now bring the letter to a close, by re-
commending the “Appeal” to your special atten-
tion. Should the fact of my having associated
your Lordship’s name with this undertaking be
the means of giving it greater publicity, my object
will be gained ; and should the cause of God be,
in the smallest degree, promoted by the circum-
stance, I am sure yon will be the last person to
regret the course I have taken,

I have the honour to be,
My Lorp,
Your Lordship’s most obedient
and faithful servant,
GEORGE ATKINSON.

.

London, Jan. 1848.



APPEAL.

My CHRISTIAN BRETHREN,

“1 HAVE long felt, and every day increases my
conviction of its truth, that not only the safety,
but the very existence of the Church of England,
is, under God, in the hands of the laity. Accord-
ing to the course which they shall pursue within
the next few years will, I verily believe, depend,
whether the Church of England is to prove a
blessing or a curse to our land.” Such were my
sentiments, contained in a pamphlet which I
published in 1846. And in order to show that my
views, with reference to the dangers which then
menaced our Church, were not unsupported by
similar testimony, I deemed it right to quote an
observation which had been recently made by a
Bishop whose praise is in all the churches—I
mean the Bishop of Calcutta. His Lordship’s ob-
servation, like my own, had reference to the 7rac-
tarian heresy. 1t was of this false and fatal system

8
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that he said, unless we could “effectually reject
from us, as a Church, the glaring imposition, our
candlestick will be removed out of its place.* I
admit that this language of the Bishop, as well as
that of my own, is strong—very strong; but not
stronger than the case requires; neither is it
stronger than that adopted by another authority,
and that by one of the best and ablest champions
of the Church of England—and this, too, while he
proves to demonstration the truth of his remark.
His words are as follow :—“ As for the Tracta-
rians, they are mere Papists under a different
name, dishonestly holding English preferment,
when they can get it, with Romish doctrines.”
Such is the testimony of the Rev. George Stanley
Faber, in his Letters on Tractarian Secession to
Popery. - Again, I add the testimony of the Bishop
of Llandaff, which is to the same effect. His Lord-
ship says,

% These rash teachers seem to think it enough, here
and there to protest against certain popish corruptions ;.
but they love to lead their disciples to the very confines
of that treacherous ground - they encourage a taste and
liking for the prospect—they study to make its bounda-
ries less distinct and perceptible, and they seem intent
upon smoothing the way and affording facilities for pass-

* See Sermon preached before the Church Missionary So-
ciety in 1846, containing a faithful testimony against Tracta-
rianism.
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ing on from our own side to the other. If this be not
dangerous to the purity of our Church, and of the faith
which has been established among us by the blood of
martyrs, it is bard to say what is; and if it be reconcile-
able with that allegiance to which all her ministers have
over and over pledged themselves, then have we cleansed
our sauctuary in vain.” *

It might seem almost superfluous to occupy
your time, by producing sentiments to the same
effect from other sources, to corroborate the truth
of these statements; but the subject is of too
painful an interest, and fraught with too deep an
importance to our Church, to render any apology
necessary for thus taxing your attention; and, es-
pecially, at a time when the pernicious tendency,
nay, the very effects of these treacherous doctrines,
are absolutely leading hundreds, it may be thou-
sands, of our too confiding and unsuspecting bre-
thren to apostatize from our communion. For
the benefit, then, of those individuals who have
not had the opportunity of ascertaining the opi-
nions of the various Bishops and others upon this
destructive and anti-Christian system, I will be-
speak your attention, while I bring before you

* This quotation will explain to Mr. Bennett the origin, or
at least the confirmation, of Mr. Chirol's tendency to Rome.
And believing this to have been the case, in the present in-
stance, I cannot forbear expressing my opinion, that Mr. Ben-
nett’s sermon on Apostacy is most severe. It is also illogical ;

and, as far as it professes to be an exhibition of gospel truth,
a libel upon the Church of England.



10

such quotations as will at once convince you, not
merely of the imminent danger to which the
Church of England is exposed, but the cause of
truth itself. I have already, by the quotation of
one sentence, given you no vague and undefined
notion of the Bishop of Calcutta’s views upon this
lamentable delusion, which is now endangering
our Church. And, bearing in mind that the ser-
mon preached before the Church Missionary So-
ciety, in 1846, was the last occasion when this
excellent Bishop raised his voice against the dan-
gers of Tractarianism ; and, as he himself consi-
dered that it was the last testimony he should
ever bear to the truth in his native land, I hope
that these circumstances will give to his parting,
I had almost said to his dying, injunctions, a cor-
responding weight and importance. His farewell
exhortation was couched in these affecting terms :

« Receive, I pray you, in love, this my last testimony
to the blood of the Lamb. I shall see you no more at
our anniversaries. But we shall be assembled before the
judgment-seat of Christ. Let each one of us see to it,
that we meet there on safe ground.”

I now add the following, in further proof of his
opinions :—

«]It is to me, I confess, a matter of surprise and
shame, that in the nineteenth century we should really

bave the fundamental position of the whole system of
Popery virtually reasserted in the bosom of that very
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Church which was reformed so determinately three cen-
tories since from this self-same evil, by the doctrine and
labours and martyrdom of Cranmer and his noble fellow-
sufferers.” (Charge, 1838.)

Again he observes,

% You will expect me ta say something concerning India.

] am full of fear; everything is at stake. There
seems to be something judicial in the rapid spread of
these opinions. If they should come over here, and per-
vade the teaching of our chaplains, the views and pro-
ceedings of our missionaries, our friendly relations with
other bodies of Christians, and our position amongst the
Hindoos and Mahometans, Ichabod, the glory is de-
parted, may be inscribed on our Church in India. All
real advances in the conversion of the heathen will stop.
Our scattered Christian flocks will miss the sound and
wholesome nourishment of their souls,—Our converts
will quickly dwindle away to a nominal profession,—Our
native catechists and missionaries will be bewildered. A
scheme which substitutes self and form and authority of
office, for weight of doctrine and activity of love, will be
eagerly imbibed. The spirituality of our missions will
be gone. And nothing in the whole world is so graceless,
as the eminent Gérické onee observed, as a mission
without the spirit of Christ. . . . . In my own diocese,
till I receive particular directions, I shall proceed, as I
ought, cautiously but firmly, so far as my influence and
mild authority as a Protestant Bishop extend. I have
made up my mind. 1 take a very different view of the
case now from what I did three years since. 1 then ad-
dressed a few cautionary remarks to my reverend bre-
thren in wny public charge on the question as it then lay



12

before me I did not conceal, even at that early period,
my fears of the tendencies of the traditional school. But
I leaned to the side of charity. I hoped the leaders
would have retracted, or cease to repeat their errors. I
hoped the character of those errors would bave been so
acknowledged, when the novelty bad passed; but I was
mistaken. I now look on the progress of these doctrines
in a very different light. I am an alarmist. I believe
our Church was never in the danger she now is, except
perhaps immediately before the great Rebellion. Not
the High Church party, of which Archbishop Laud was
then the head, nor the Non-Jurors who condemned the
glorious Revolution of 1688, carried out so many of the
main principles of the Church of Rome, and professed
them so formally, fully, and systematically within the
Church of England as is now openly done.” (Ordination
Sermon, 1841.)

More might be adduced, but this may suffice,
as our first authority.

Let me now request your attention to the
Bishop of Chester’s estimate of these destructive
principles. His Lordship thus writes :—

« Many subjects present themselves towards which I
might be tempted to direct your thoughts,—one more
especially concerns the Church at present; because it
is daily assuming a more serious and alarming aspect,
and threatens a revival of the worst evils of the
Romish system. Under the specious pretence of
deference to antiquity, and respect for primitive mo-
dels, the foundations of our Protestant Church are
undermined by men who dwell within her walls;
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and those who sit in the Reformers’ seat are tra-
ducing the Reformation. It is again becoming matter
of question whether the Bible is sufficient to make men
wise unto salvation; the main article of our national con-
fession, justification by faith, is both openly and covertly
assailed ; and the stewards of the mysteries of God are
instructed to reserve the truths which they bave been
ordained to dispense, and to hide under a bushel those
doctrines which the apostles were commanded to preach
to every creature.” (Charge, 1838.)

Three years after this, in another Charge, re-
ferring to their mistaken view of the Church and

ministry, he thus speaks :

¢ Had an enemy devised a plan for marring our use-
fulness, he could not have formed a scheme more likely
to effect his purpose.” (Charge, 1841.)

The Bishop of Winchester is equally faithful
and unequivocal in his animadversions. He says,

% 1 cannot but fear the consequences for the character,
the efficiency, and the very truth of our Church, if a
system of teaching should become extensively popular
which dwells upon the external and ritual parts of reli-
gious service, whilst it loses sight of their inner meaning
and spiritual life; which defaces the brightest glory of
the Church, by forgetting the continual presence of her
Lord, seeming in effect to depose him from his rightful
pre-eminence ; which speaks of the sacraments, not as
seals and pledges, but instruments of salvation in a jus-
tificatory and causal sense; not as eminent means of
grace, inasmuch as ¢ faith is confirmed and grace in-
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creased * in them, as our Article speaks; not as that they
¢ be not only badges or tokens of Christian men’s pro-
fession, but rather certain sure witnesses and effectual
sigus of grace,” as our Article speaks again, but as if
they were the only sources of divine grace, to the exclu-
sion of any other; the means, the keys of the king-
dom; deprecating, as superstitious, an ‘ apprehension
of resting in them,’ and investing them with a saving in-
trinsic efficacy, not distinguishable by ordinary under-
standings, from the opus operatum ; which tends to sub-
stitute, at least in unholy minds, for the worship, in
spirit and in truth, the observance of days, and months,
and times, and years.” (Charge, 1841.)

Just at this particular moment, the following
- testimony against the Tractarian system will be
read with peculiar interest. It is from a Charge
delivered by the present Archbishop of York, as
Bishop of Hereford. His Lordship thus depre-
cates the disparagement of the Reformers and the
Reformation :

« Among other marvels of the present day may be
accounted the irreverent and unbecoming language ap-
plied to the chief promoters of the Reformation in this
land. If ever men had a catholic spirit and deserved
well of their country and of mankind; if ever men in
such circumstances did good service to the Church of
Christ, and to the cause of vital godliness, such were
these men. And they ought ever to be, as, indeed, till
of late they have ever been, regarded with grateful re-
spect and veneration.”
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And having exhorted his clergy to preach un-
reservedly the doctrines of the cross, Dr. Mus-
grave, with a view of defending the doctrine of
justification by faith, alluding to the compilers of
the Articles and their contemporaries, thus repre-
sents them as scripturally

« Setting forth, in language too accurate and pre-
cise to be misunderstood by any candid and inge-
nuous inquirer, that faith in the righteousness of Jesus
Christ is the sole and simple instrument of justification ;
that this faith must not be dead, barren, and unfruitful ;
that if real, it must and will be a living faith—a faith
zealous and productive of good works—but that these
works contribute not as instruments of merit to justifica-
tion ; else it would imply a reliance to be placed on
something inherent in ourselves, some personal quality
of our own, and not on the perfect righteousness of Jesus
Christ.” [Italics by the author.]

In short, there is scarcely a feature in that de-
lusive system that his Lordship does not most
faithfully unmask ; and thus concludes his stric-
tures :

% I have spoken, because I deem the patrons of the
system to be in grievous and dangerous error; seeming
to innovate, where innovation would be mischievous and
full of peril ; and betraying withal, by scarcely disguised
panegyric, or by half-blushing blame, an undue attach-
ment to the doctrine and discipline of Papal Rome.”

The Bishop of London has also expressed his
decided disapprobation of certain parts of the
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gystem. With reference to the frivolous custom
of decorating the communion-table with flowers,
his Lordship observes, (and it would be well if
certain individuals in his Lordship’s diocese, who
affect to be such zealous contenders for episcopal
authority, would endeavour to reconcile their own
practice with his Lordship's recorded sentiments
on this head).* He says.

¢« 1 strongly disapprove of the practice, which, as I
am informed, has been adopted by a few of the clergy, of
decorating the communion-table with flowers ; and espe-
cially when that decoration is varied from day to day, so
as to have some fanciful analogy to the history of the
saint who is commemorated. This appears to me to be
something worse than frivolous, and to approach very
nearly to the honours paid by the Church of Rome to
deified sinners. Such practices as these, which are nei-
ther prescribed, nor recommended, nor even noticed by
our Church, nor sanctioned by general custom, throw
discredit upon those decent ceremonies, and expressive
forms, which are intended to enliven the devotion of
those who are engaged in the service of God, and to do
honour to his holy name.”

* Dr. Wiseman was quite right when, in his letter to Mr.
Chirol, he says, with reference to the Tractarians, ¢ With a
ready cry on the authority of the Episcopacy, on apostolical
succession, and the sin of schism, never were the true rights
of bishops more completely despised and set at nought, and
never was dogmatism more boldly assumed than by the
leaders of this party.”
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Thus far, I am indebted for my quotations to
a publication, entitled, «“ The Voice of the Angli-
can Church,” by the Rev. llenry Hughes, M.A.
I now avail myself of other authorities, borrowed
from a useful little work, entitled, “ A Real Tract
for the Times,” by the Rev. James Sutcliffe,
M.A,, 3rd edition. The first I shall notice is that
of the Bishop of Cashel. He observes,

“ The Tractarian views have been taken up, with very
few exceptions, only by those who have, in the midst,
perbaps, of much external decorum, exhibited no signs
of spiritual life, and have never seen clearly the great
scriptural trnth of justification by faith. They have
proved themselves to be blind leaders of the blind, en-
tirely in the dark as to God’s plan for the justification of
a sinner : like the Jews of old, they have a zeal of God,
but not according to knowledge.”

The next is equally strong and decisive—that
of the Bishop of Ohio. He says,

% The old root of Rome, dead at the top, has thrown
up in the midst of us a youthful sapling, vigorous, as-
piring, full of life, heady, high-minded. It is already a
great tree, I believe most solemnly, that, under this
new shape, we have a revival of anti-christian heresy
and opposition to ¢ the truth as it is in Jesus,’ which
cannot be dreaded too seriously, or resisted too earnestly.
There is no controversy of these times comparable with
this. We have important controversies about the polity
of the Church,—this is about the very life of the
Gospel.”

C
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The estimate formed of Tractarianism by the
Bishop of Rochester may be summed up in the
following brief sentence— I certainly believe the
system to be most pernicious.”

“1 charge you,” observes Prebendary Town-
send, “ in the name of Christ, to shun these novel-
ties, to despise such teaching, to abhor such per-
versions of learning.”

I have, at present, but two other quotations to
which I would call your attention.

Dr. Lee (Regius Professor of Hebrew, at Cam-
bridge,) on Dr. Pusey’s late Sermon, thus
writes—

¢ The ¢ Holy Truth,’ which it seems to be your ob-
ject to propagate, is, as you must see, daily creating and
increasing an unholy division among us. Dissent is, on
the one hand, rejoicing in your progress, and gathering
strength under it. Romanism is still more anxious for
your success, daily congratulates your heroism and your
blindness, receives now and then one of your deluded
followers into its bosom, and anxiously looks forward for
the period when your leaven shall have so leavened the
whole lump, that darkness, superstition, and cruelty,
shall again extend their ravages over this so long and so
richly favoured land ! Infidelity, too, hails with no less
enthusiasm the mystified reserve, the priest-ennobling
projects, the superstitious, blind, and irrational theology
of the Tractarian school, as something well adapted to
its extension. These, wiser in their generation than the
children of light, know full well how to appreciate efforts,
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from which the well-informed and well-intentioned
cannot but turn with sorrow, and over which the true
disciple cannot but lament and mourn.”

The last quotation is from Dr. Dibdin’s Letter
to the Bishop of Llandaff :—

“ My Lord, even these [crosses, genuflexions, &c.]
are little mischievous, compared with the doctrine which
has been delivered from the pulpit of a surpliced preacher,
by one who dares to receive the pay of a Protestant
clergyman, while inculcating some of the most audacious
dogmas of Rome. In the afternoon sermon of Christ-
mas Day, the congregation of - were deliberately
told, that the body of Christ had been as absolutely
upon the altar-tuble of the communion, as it appeared
to the shepherds in the manger; in other words,
transubstantiation in its most flagrant character. I
know that this is true.”

My Christian friends, let me now ask, taking it
for granted that you admit the importance of the
quotations which have been brought before you,—
let me ask, I say, what are we to think of a sys-
tem, when, with any appearance of truth, it can
be spoken of as * the glaring imposition’’—which
“threatens a revival of the worst evils of the
Romish system "—which substitutes “for the
worship in spirit and in truth, the observance
of days, and months, and times, and years,’—a
system, the patrons of which are deemed “ to be
in grievous and dangerous error,”—the supporters
of which “have proved themselves to be blind,

c2
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leaders of the blind, entirely in the dark as to
God’s plan for the justification of a sinner,”—
which is considered as “ a revival of anti-christian
heresy, and opposition to the truth as it is in
Jesus, which cannot be dreaded too seriously, or
resisted too earnestly,”—in short, when it can,
with any degree of truth, be said to be a ‘ perni-
cious” system, “inculcating some of the most
audacious dogmas of Rome;”—and when, lastly,
we are solemnly charged,  in the name of Christ,
to shun these novelties, to despise such teaching, to
abhor such perversions of learning,”—what, I re-
peat my question, what, under such circumstances,
can we think of such a system ?* I scarcely need
observe, that I might have gone on making similar
quotations, from othersources, to analmostindefinite
length,—quotations which, more or less, condemn
the Tractarian errors. I refrain, however, from
doing so, because the laudatory strains which have
accompanied many of these strictures, with refe-
rence to certain fancied benefits which these
writers are supposed to have conferred upon the
Church, have so completely neutralized the effect
of them, that the very censures themselves have
lost their power; and I cannot but think that a
much greater service would have been rendered
to the Church, had the authors of these censures

* Let it be observed that, if I have used strong language, it
is all borrowed from the Bishops and the Clergy themselves.
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altogether refrained from noticing the errors in
question. It required no great depth of penetra-
tion to foresee the natural consequence of such
a mode of dealing with a heresy—it was foreseen,
and almost every step of its subsequent progress
has been just what was anticipated. What should
we think of the defenders of our Church against
the inroads of Arianism and Socinianism, if, while
opposing the doctrines, the persons who held
them were so lauded for their learning and piety,
and other supposed superior qualifications, as to
render them rather the objects of envy than of
distrust! And this is precisely the case with
the persons in question. Doubtless, it has had
the unhappy effect of throwing a shield over the
errors of which we complain; nay, more, I be-
lieve they have even had the further effect of
producing a sympathy in favour of the indivi-
duals so eulogized, and hence the fearful conse-
quences which have resulted to the Church.
That the Tractarian system is, indeed, under-
mining the Church, its avowed enemies are too
well assured of; and the following quotations
from Roman Catholic authorities are no mean
testimony upon such a point. - The Roman
Catholic prelate, Dr. Wiseman, says of these
writers— '

« It seems impossible to read the works of the Ox-
ford divines, and especially to follow them chronolo-
gically, without discovering a daily approach to our
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holy Church both in doctrine and affectionate feeling. . . .
Their admiration of our institutions and practices, and
their regret at having lost them, manifestly spring from
the value which they set upon everything Catholic; and
to suppose them (without an insincerity which they have
given us no right to charge them with) to love the parts
of a system, and wish for them, while they would reject
the root, and only secure support of them—the system
itself—is to my mind revoltingly contradictory.”

Again, a Roman Catholic bookseller in Liverpool,
thus writes:

“ We Catholics are much indebted to Dr. Pusey, the
Rev. Mr. Newman, and other leading Puseyites, for the
number of converts from Protestantism to the Holy See,
hardly a day passing away without an addition to Ca-
tholicism. Our priests circulate Dr. Pusey’s Sermon on
the Eucharist, as abounding in Catholic articles of
faith, the Tracts of the Times, and Newman’s Lives of
the Saints. Indeed, our priests refrain from contro-
versy, seeing in the conversion of so many individuals
from Protestantism to Catholicism, that Puseyism is
wonderfully preparing the speedy return of England
into re-union and conciliation with the Holy See.”

The last quotation upon this head is as follows:

‘¢ We Catholics look on these Oxford divines as no-
thing more or less than the light troops of Catholicity,
and clearing the way for us.”— Letters to Dr. Hook, by
Verax.

With such sentiments, then, as I have already
quoted against the Tractarians, on the part of
those who saw, and deprecated, the tendency of
their destructive system, backed as they have
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been by the opinions of the last-mentioned autho-
rities, is it possible to arrive at any other conclu-
sion, than that the countenance they have re-
ceived from many of the administrators of our
church has been the cause of our present alarm-
ing position! No one, I think, who takes an
impartial view of the matter can, for one moment,
doubt the fact. But whether this view of the
subject be the correct one, or not, as to the im-
mediate cause of our danger, certain it is, that,
if some movement be not made, and that instantly,
to arrest the progress of our downward course,
we are gone, both as a church, and as a nation.
The question then, recurs, what is to be done to
arrest such a national calamity? The answer to
this question I find in my first opening remark
that if the Church of England is to be saved, it
must, under God, be effected by the laity. 1Is
any one disposed to ask, why the laity, as a body,
are thus appealed to, as being the fittest instru-
ments for forming, and carrying into operation, a
plan by which the dangers which now threaten
the Church, are to be arrested? I answer, be-
cause, from the divided state of the clergy, they
are utterly unequal to the task—those who are
sound in doctrine have not the time; and,
if they had, by an ecclesiastical understanding,
they have not the permission, to enter into the
parish or district of a brother clergyman, however
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destitute of spiritual instruction that parish or
district may be. The natural consequence of such
a state of things, (unless the Bishop interpose,) is,
while, on the one hand, many souls are perishing
for lack of knowledge, for the want of instruc-
tion ; numbers, on the other band, are tempted
by unfaithful teachers to apostatize from the pro-
fession of a true, to the adoption of a false, faith.
My Christian friends, I appeal to you, as before
God, whether I am not describing a case of fre-
quent occurrence. Look at the number of
parishes in our country which are now under the
influence of teachers that are paving the way to
Rome. Do our Bishops, as a body, interpose the
weight of their authority to counteract this evil ?
It is too well known, that they do not. It may
be that they cannot. In either case, the evil is
progressing, and, if not checked by the timely
interference of the laity, will end in national apo-
stacy. It may be urged that we have already a
machinery in the Church which is quite adequate
to meet the wants of the people, if duly carried
out. Thank God, that we have two Societies
which are eminently qualified to do & great work,
wherever the clergy are disposed to avail them-
selves of their services. I mean the Church Pas-
toral Aid Society, and the Scripture Readers’
Association. And if the Church were in a healthy
state, these Societies would, by their extension,
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meet the wants of the country. But, unfortu-
nately for those parts of our land, where their
services are most required, there they are not
permitted to carry on their operations. And why,
bat for this obvious reason, that these faithful
Societies are pledged to carry the principles of our
Reformed Church to every man’s door which is
open to them? This is the grand secret of the
opposition to these Societies, on the part of those,
“ whose object is to recede more and more from
the principles of the English Reformation.” I
would ask, then, are the laity, under such circum-
stances, merely on account of an ecclesiastical
arrangement, which affects the clergy only, to be
deterred from carrying the gospel to their fellow-
creatures, and above all, to their fellow-country-
men ; especially when, by the neglect of that
scriptural duty, the very foundations of the
church they love are being undermined ? I will not
believe that the laity are prepared, either by their
supineness, their indifference, or their fears, thus
to sacrifice their church and their country. But
then, my friends, no time must be lost. We are
in the position of 8 people who have to contend,
not merely with outward enemies; our greatest
danger lies in the existence of a conspiracy with-
in our own ecamp—and every hour’s delay does
but increase our danger, and lessen our resources.

I consider that I have now arrived at that
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point, when I should bring before you, what I
would submit as being the best, and almost the
only remedy to meet this and every other form of
anti-christian error, be it disguised either under
a Popish or a Protestant garb. I propose, then,
in the humble confidence that God’s blessing will
rest upon its labours, if formed, the establishment
of a society, which shall have for its object, the
supplying with Secripture readers those parishes or
districts in England, where, from whatever cause,
the spiritual necessities of the people require
them ; that such Society shall be exclusively con-
ducted by Lay-Members of the Established
Church ; and, as I have observed in my pamphlet,
already alluded to—

¢ In order that there may be no misunderstanding as
to the general principles of the Society, I would observe
that it is neither more nor less than an extension of the
¢ Scripture Readers’ Association,’ or that branch of the
Church Pastoral-Aid Society which refers to its lay-
agency. Neither of these Societies, a8 was before ob-
served, can reach those parishes or districts where a
Tractarian, or any other clergyman who disapproves
of the system of lay-teaching, may be located, however
great the spiritual destitution may be. The only dif-
ference, then, between the above two Societies and the
one contemplated is, that the latter begins where the
others leave off. . . . that, whereas in the former
cases their operations are restricted to those parishes or
districts from whence they receive an irvitation for as-
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sistance—the operations of the [proposed Society] will
be extended to any parishes or districts whose spiritual
destitution requires their assistance.” *

No doubt, the cry of violating what is called
church order will be raised by the opponents of
such a proposition; and the persons proposing it
may be deemed disturbers of the peace of the
Church ; but I do beseech you, in the nmame of
God, not to be deterred from your duty by such
specious though hollow pretences. Be assured, that
the time is fast approaching when, if we neglect
the present opportunity, the means and resources
which are now within our reach will have passed
from our hands; we shall then, too late, repent
of our apathy and our unfaithfulness. But let
me remind you that, though we may be at our
ease, there are others who are up and doing.
The reported re-establishment of a Romish hier-
archy, “ with all its ramifications of ecclesiastical
goverment — deans, chapters, archdeacons, and
ecclesiastical courts, &c.,—as it existed prior to
the Reformation, and at present exists in Roman
Catholic Ireland ;” this revived machinery on the
part of Rome, encouraged as it is by the treacher-
ous and far more disgraceful attempts on the part
of the Tractarians, who look upon the Reforma-
tion as «the great schism of .the sixteenth cen-

* See Appendix.
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tury ;”—these facts, I repeat, should speak with a
voice of thunder to the Protestants of this empire.
Yes, my friends, we may depend upon it, never
was there a time when prouder pretensions
were manifested on the part of Rome; and
no wonder; for, as a nation, we seem virtually to
have renounced our Protestantism. Alas! so far
has England hitherto slighted her privileges and
despised her mercies, that God seems to be about
to sell her into the hands of her enemies. Whe-
ther such a catastrophe be indeed impending over
us, is a question which time and events can alone
unfold. Should, however, the same retrograde
movement, which has unbappily compromised the
cause of Protestantism for the last ten or twelve
years, be much longer continued; and should
Protestants, from whatever cause, refrain from
making an aggressive movement upon the destruc-
tive system, against the dangers of which, it has
been my object to warn you, it will not require
the spirit of prophecy to foretell the issue. That
there will be much judgment required in carrying
on the operations of such a society, as the one
proposed, no one can doubt ; and as little can we
doubt, that however unexrceptionable may be the
mode of s operations, still the cry of its being
contrary to church order will resound in our ears.
Church order, or, in other words, an ecclesiastical

arrangement which secures a faithfully preached
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gospel, is indeed of all blessings the greatest ; but
a church order, which reverses this great end, is, of
all curses, the greatest. It may be asked, then,
who is to decide this important matter, as to whe-
ther the gospel be preached or not? I answer,
at once, that the scriptures alome must be our
guide—and they seem to furnish an easy solution
to the question—at least, as far as those to whom
the word is preached are concerned. They are
commanded to take heed what they hear—to
ceage to hear the instruction that causeth to err
—to beware of false prophets—and, surely, in &
day, like the present, when so many are handling
the word of God deceitfully, never were such
cautions more necessary. To the Scriptures,
then, and to the Scriptures alone, must be our
appeal. Were it otherwise, where would be the
force of St. Paul’s commendation of the Bereans,
as being “ more noble than those in Thessalonica,
in that they received the word with all readiness
of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether
those things were so.” What things? Why, the
very doctrines which he himself, an inspired apo-
stle, had preached to them. It was because, by
daily searching the Scriptures, they saw that his
preaching was in conformity with the word of
God, that, it is added, “ Therefore many of them
believed.” If, then, an inspired apostle could thus
address an assemblage of Christians, shall those
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be deemed as holding something nigh akin to
beresy, who assert, that it is the duty and the
privilege of every Christian to guard himself from
false doctrine, by appealing to the word of God?
True, indeed, it is, that an awful amount of re-
sponsibility rests upon those who hear the word.
Woe be to them, if they receive it not, when
faithfully preached ! but an equal woe attaches to
them if they blindly receive what is not the truth.
« If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into
the ditch.” The common sense of every man, at
least of every Protestant, goes along with this
reasoning. For the want of its exercise, Trac-
tarianism is slaying its thousands, and Romanism
its tens of thousands. Thus we see that private
judgment is the inalienable right of every man,
and the moment he foregoes the privilege, that
moment he becomes a slave, and deprives himself
of that attribute which mainly distinguishes him
from the brute creation. A most painful illustra-
tion of this last remark I have lately read in
“ Faber's Letter on Tractarian secession to
Popery,” a little work before alluded to, pub-
lished by the Protestant Association, and which
I would strongly recommend to your perusal. He
says, in the commencement of his fourth letter,—

“ The disciples of Mr. Newman appear to have
adopted the Pythagorean maxim, ¢ The Master hath
8
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said it,’ as quite sufficient to justify their submission to
any dictum of that gentleman without further examina-
tion. At least, I am led to this supposition by a cir-
cumstance which happened to myself. A young, cer-
tainly a very young, theologian of my acquaintance
roundly asserted to me, that the doctrine of justification,
as held alike by the Church of England and all other
reformed churches, was invented by Luther. Not un-
naturally, I requested the proof of his assertion, as I
myself was not aware of the alleged fact. His only
reply was, that Mr. Newman kad told him so.”

I will mention another instance, as illustrative
of that blind and infatuated submission which is
now so fearfully common amongst us, and which
has recently come to my own knowledge in this
metropolis. It was the declaration of a member
of a congregation whose minister (& well known
Tractarian) has such baneful and destructive in-
fluence upon his deluded hearers, and was to this
effect:—“ 1 am so satisfied that Mr. is
right in all his views, that if he were to join the
Church of Rome, I should certainly follow him.”
And what renders this the more painful, is the
fact that the individual to whom the declaration
was made, replied, “ And, I think, I should do the
same.” In short, as the Bishop of Calcutta long
ago observed, “ There seems to be something
judicial in the rapid spread of these opinions.”
We thus perceive, by the foregoing instances, the
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extreme danger and folly of giving up ourselves
implicitly to the guidance of any man, and espe-
cially in what concerns the interests of eternity.

I have intimated that the movers of this ques-
tion may possibly be charged as being disturbers
of the peace of the Church, by the establishment
of such a society as the one now under considera-
tion. My reply to the imputation would be, if
we prove the necessity of such an institution, we
are not at all answerable for the issue. Nay,
more, should such be the result of its formation, 1
would still say, better, far, that such a delusive
peace should be broken in upon, than that the
truth itself should be sacrificed. St. Paul him-
self, in this view of the case, was one of the
greatest disturbers of the public peace that the
world ever saw; but did be, on that account,
cease to preach the gospel? I trow not. Shall
we, then, at a time, when the Roman Catholics
are permitted, without restraint, to make an open
assault upon our Church in any parish in England ;
and when, moreover, to use the language of the
Bishop of Chester, “the foundations of our Pro-
testant Church are undermined by men who dwell
within her walls;” shall we, I say, at such a time,
and under such circumstances, be diverted from
our purpose of defending her, by the deceitful and
treacherous cry of church order, and the charge
of being disturbers of the peace of the Church?
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No; my christian friends, it cannot, it must not
be. Why, the very apostolic command, “ that we
should earnestly contend for the faith which was
once delivered to the saints,” implies, not merely,
the possibility, or the probability, but the almost
certainty, that such a collision may be expected ;
and, more than this, does not the whole history
of the Church confirm such to have been the
case? In short, whenever light and darkness,
truth and error, are brought into contact, such
must be its effect; and so it will be till the of-
fence of the cross hath ceased. To suppose, then,
that such a society, as the one contemplated,
could be established, without its being deprecated
by those who are undermining the truth, would
indicate that we possessed but a very limited
knowledge of the past history of the Church. I
trust, then, upon the whole, that what I have said
upon this part of the subject may have the effect
of dissipating many difficulties which some have
apprehended, and that, in future, when such
" occur to the mind, we may at once go to the
standard of divine truth to have the difficulty
solved. If the test of Scripture be fairly tried,
we need not fear the issue. Upon this principle,
let us carry to the word of God another objection
which has sometimes been urged against this and
similar societies—I mean, the employment of lay-
agency. Previously to the establishment of the
D
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Church Pastoral Aid Society, this deeply impor-
tant instrumentality, (with an inconsistency that
can scarcely be accounted for, at least, on the
part of those who had be¢n for years sanctioning
the principle, in the Society for Propagating the
Gospel in Foreign Parts,) this instrumentality, I
repeat, was one of the great ostensible objections
raised against the Society. That Society, how-
ever, most nobly vindicated this great principle,
and has beep. most successfully engaged in carry-
ing on its lay qperations; till, at length, it has
been the means, of proving, not only its legitimacy,
but its vast utility ; and the blessing of Glod has
been most signally vouchsafed, to the enlargement
of the Church, and-the great assistance of the
clergy. But although this great principle had
been thus vindicated, no sooner was it in contem-
plation to establish “The Scripture Readers’ Asso-
ciation,” than the same objection was pertina~
ciously revived. And how was the objection met ?
Why, as every such objection should be met, by
a reference to Scripture. So appropriately did the
Rev. J.-H. Gurney, secretary to the Society, dis-
pose of this question, that I feel asgured I shall
be excused, if I quote his own words on the pre-
sent, as I have already done on a former occasion,
in a pamphlet which I have already alluded to.
He observes that,—
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% To numbers it seemed a very questionable invasion
of clerical prerogative,—a dangerous intrusion of un-
authorized men into things sacred. We were told that
it better became us to wait patiently until other and safer
remedies should be found,—that wise and christian men
should bear the burden that was laid upon them, rather
than have recourse to rash experiments, involving an
unsound principle. I know not, my Lord, where these
persons find the rule by which they condemn our pro-
ceedings—I search my Bible through, and find nowhere
any single text which forbids a christian man, with bis
Bible in his band, to speak privately to his brother-man
respecting the things of their common salvation. I find
a text of another sort, which says, ¢ As every man hath
received the gift, even so minister the same, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God.’ Every man, it
says ; mark that. Why, if words have any meaning, and
God’s law be binding on all to whom it comes, instead
of saying that no christian layman is permitted thus to
teach, we ought rather to say that none are excused—
and that, depend upon it, is much nearer the truth than
the other. Few are sinning in over forwardness to do
good to their neighbour, for bedy or for soul; numbers
are sinning who sit quietly at home, when, like ¢ good
stewards,’ they should be dispensing actively what Gcd
has given.” '

This appears to me most conclusive reasoning.
But if there were no other passage in the Bible,
touching upon this point, save that of Aquila and
Priscilla, I should consider that scriptural prece-
dent as decisive of the question. As the passage

D 2
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is a short one, I will quote it; It is as follows ;—
“ And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at
Alexandris, an eloquent man, and mighty in the
Scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man was in-
structed in the way of the Lord; and being fer-
vent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently
the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism
of John. And he began to speak boldly in the
synagogue: whom, when Aquila and Priscilla
had heard, they took him unto them, and ex-
pounded unto him the way of GGod more perfectly.”
(Acts xviii. 24, 26, 26.) Here, then, we have an
instance of lay-agency that cannot be questioned,
and that too, be it observed, even for the instrue-
tion of a minister—I say, of a minister—for if be
were not a minister, then he preached as a lay-
man—and thus anotker proof would be added in
favour of lay agency. Again, it is cheering in the
present day, to hear the following language from
another -clergyman of the Church of England,
when there are not wanting those among his bre-
thren who would gladly check the unrestrained
circulation of the Scripture. The Rev. Sir H.
Dukinfield remarked, at an annual meeting of
the Scripture Readers’ Association, that

«If there were any one principle which their Church
was more ready to assert than another, it was, that the
Bible was the common property of every man. He
thought he might say that it followed, as a matter of
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course, that every man had a right to read the Bible to
bis neighbour, if that neighbour was willing to listen
toit; and if one man should be permitted to read the
Bible to another, (and what was there to hinder him
from doing so ?) those who were sent forth by this
Society had the strongest possible claims to the notice
and the confidence of those to whom they were sent.”

Let us not forget the important fact, “ That the
Bible is the common property of every man.”

And now, my christian friends, I do sincerely
trust that what I have advanced upon this
truly momentous question, will have proved to
you, that the dangers which threaten the de-
struction of our beloved Church are imminent,;
and require the application of an immediate re-
medy. And if, with me, you have arrived at this
conclusion, then I would further hope that the
proposition which I bave placed before you, may
meet with a favourable and cordial response. A
Provisional Committee has already been formed
for the purpose of carrying into effect this great
and important undertaking. It remains, there-
fore, for the true and enlightened members of our
Church to decide, whether the benevolent inten-
tions of the committee are to be realized or not:
I would just remind you that no society now exists
in our Church which can reach the dangers that
beset us—consequently, if left in this defenceless
condition, a disease will prey upon her very vitals
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which must, sooner or later, be the means of her
absolute and irretrievable destruetion. I ask,
with deep solemnity, is our country prepared for
this alternative? God forbid! Then permit me,
before I close, to make a last, though I humbly
trust, a successful, appeal to my fellow-country-
men, in behalf of our cruelly stricken and falling
Church. Would that every individual, who feels
a real interest in her welfare, would put to him-
self, at this critical period of her existence, this
important question,— What am I doing to avert
the evils of Tractarianism, which are now avowedly
undermining her as a national institution? The
answer to this individual and - personal appeal
might possibly lead many to ¢onsider, how far they
may be fulfilling their duty to God and their
" country, should they hold back sheir influence,
when such an opportunity as that which now pre-
sents itself is placed before them. Regard not, I
beseech you, whether the individual who adgdeesses
you be a clergyman or a layman. Look simply at
the merits of the question. View it in all its
bearings upon the eternal interests of our fellow-
creatures. Weigh well the fearful consequences
which must result to the cause of religion, upon
the downfall of our Church. Rome would then
indeed exult, and with reason, too,~—for the great-
est, if not the only barrier to the ultimate attain-
- ment of her wishes—the conquest of Englsnd—
10
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would be removed. May God, of bis infinite
mercy, give you and me o see, ere it be too late,
the things which belong to England’s peace!
Let not the supposed difficulty of our position,
dark as it may appear, divert us from attempting
an acknowledged duty. With God, all things are
possible. May every class, then, and every indi-
vidual of every class, who wishes well to our Zion,
come forward at this eventful crisis of our country.
Could we but reach the ear of Royalty, with what
zeal and earnestness should we not pray that our
gracious Queen might discountenance a system of
theology which virtually excommunicates her owa
royal consort from the Church of Christ, and un-
dermines the very foundations of that tenure by
which she herself holds the sway of these realms.*
Truly, it was a ngble exclamation, and worthy of
her grandfather, George the Third, of blessed
memory,—“ I must,” said he, “ I must be the
Protestant king of a Protestant people, or no
king.” May the spirit of this sentiment, as far,
at least, as the altered ocircumstances of the
country will admit of it, pervade every act of our
gracious Sovereign, whom may God long preserve
to reign over & Protestant kingdom !

To the nobles, to the gentry, and to the com-

% Fathers and mothers ——Ponder well these words—As sure
#s night succeeds the day, so sure will a revolution follow in the
wake of wssélecked Tractarianism.
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monalty of the land, would I earnestly address
myself, in these perilous times. The religious,
and, I may add, the political and civil privileges
which we respectively enjoy, were the purchase of
the blood of our martyred forefathers; and, if we
would preserve those privileges—the glorious Re-
formation which gave rise to them must first be
preserved—but this can only be done, to adopt
the language of Bishop Barrington, “ by a con-
stant vigilance in support of those principles which
effected it in the sixteenth century.” To' that
part of the press, likewise, which has so often and
so nobly, advocated the principles for which I am
contending, I would confidently appeal at this
particular conjuncture of our nation’s peril. In
the name of all that is dear to our common Pro-
testantism, I would invoke its aid, and implore its
mighty influence. And lastly, I solemnly appeal
to every individual who feels the importance of
these privileges, to manifest a zeal, in some mea-
sure, commensurate with the great blessings which
are at stake. I will not take the liberty of men=
tioning names ; but the country, if moved by the
consideration of these momentous traths, will at
once direct their eyes to those great and good
men who have, on all former occasions, stood for-
ward as the champions of their country’s cause.

I will now conclude, with the earnest prayer that
God, in his infinite mercy to our Church and
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country, may make this humble appeal, in some
small degree, instrumental in calling attention to
this all-important duty.

I have the honour to be,
My christian brethren,
Your obedient and faithful servant,
GEO0. ATKINSON.

London, Jan. 1848.



APPENDIX.

The following Rules are suggested as those that might
Jorm the foundation of such a Society.

RULES.

I. Tue Society to be called *“ The Church of Eng-
land Lay Evangelist Society.

I1. Its object shall be to send Scripture Readers into
those parishes or districts where they are most required,
for the purpose of making known the truths of the Gos-
pel, and more especially the great Scripture and Church
of England Doctrine of  Justification through Faith in
a Crucified Redeemer.”

ITL. The operations of the Society shall be carzjed on
in those parishes or districts, the spiritual necessities of
which are not supplied by the ¢ Scripture Readers’
Association,” and ¢ Church Pastoral-Aid Society,” or any
other Church Institution of like character, and conducted
upon the same religious principles.

IV. The Managers of the Society, by which term is
to be understood all persons entitled to attend and vote
at the Council and Local Boards, hereinafter mentioned,
shall be Lay-Members of the Church of England.

V. The Readers employed by the Society shall be
strictly prohibited from Public Preaching, and from hold-
ing any meeting on the Lord’s Day, during the morning
or afternoon services.
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VI. Annual Subeeribers of 10s. and upwards, and
Colectors of £1 and upwards, shall be Members of the
Society during the continuance of such Subscription or
Collection. Donors of £10 and upwards, to be Mem-
bers for Life.

VII. The government of the Society shall be vested
in a President, Vice-Presidents, and Central Board.
The Central Board shall consist of not more than twenty
persons, five to be a quorum, and shall hold its Meetings
in London, and appoint the Readers. Two Members of
the Central Board shall go out of office annually, but be
re-eligible. Vacancies shall be filled up at the Annual
Meetings, from Candidates proposed by the Central
Board.

VIII. The Central Board shall elect the President,
the Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer, and also one or
more Secretaries, all of whom shall be entitled to attend
and vote at the Board Meetings.

IX. The Central Board may also appoint such other
Officers and Assistants, and make such regulations as
they shall deem necessary, for the proper carrying out of
the affairs of the Society.

X. The operations of the Society at a distance from
London, shall be conducted by Local Boards of not less
than Three Members of the Society.

XI1. The I.ocal Boards shall ascertain what Readers
are required in their districts, and have the control over
them ; but the power of appointment, removal, or dis-
missal, shall remain with the Central Board.

XII. An Annual General Meeting of Members shall
be held in London, at which the proceedings of the fore-
going year shall be reported, the accounts presented, and
the vacancies in the Central Board filled up.
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XIII. A Special General Meeting may be called at
any time by the Central Board, or by any thirteen Mem-
bers of the Society on their addressing a letter signed by
them to the Secretary, specifying the object of such
Meeting, at which not less than twenty shall constitute
a quorum. Ten days’ notice at least of any such Meet-
ing and of the objects shall be given in three London
Daily Newspapers, which shall .be deemed sufficient
publicity.

XIV. All Meetings of the Society, as well as of the
Central and Local Boards, shall commence their pro-
ceedings with prayer.

XV. None of these Rules shall be repealed or altered,
nor any new one added, except at the Annual Meeting,
or at a Special General Meeting called for that purpose.

GEo. ATkINsON, Hon. Sec.

Already the number of Subscribers is very encourag-
ing ; and, as soon as the list shall be increased to such
an extent as shall warrant the Provisional Committee in
coming before the public, they will be prepared to com-
mence operations. In the meantime, those friends who
are favourable to the establishment of such aa Institu-
tion, are requested to signify the amount of their in-
tended contributions. It is requested that money may
not he forwarded till applied for. All letters addressed to
the Hon. Secretary, 32, Sackville-street, Piccadilly, will
be duly attended to. Papers, showing the progress
which has been made, will be forwarded.

LONDON:
PRINTED BY G. J. FALMER, SAVOY STREKT, STRAND,
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“] thank God, who by the light of these His wonderful mysteries has kindled
that love in my heart which I had not ere I began to see them, and which have
left me that which they found me not.”’—Joseph Mede.



LECTURE 1.

DELIVERED IN THE TOWN HALL, BURSLEM,
OcroBer, 1846,

Tae subject of this evening’s Lecture—THE FinaL
axp UniversaL TriumMPH oF THE GosPEL—is a glo-
rious truth, most clearly revealed to us in the written
Word of God, and which you and I, my Christian
friends, do therefore joyfully receive and steadfastly
hold. The long delay—the ceaseless struggle—the
little progress made,—could scarcely fail to perplex
and dishearten us, if our confidence in the final issue
were not built on the express declarations of Him
with whom is no variableness or shadow of turning,

and who has infinite power to execute whatsoever in
infinite wisdom He decrees. But resting on His
promise, the lamp of our faith burns bright and clear
amid the surrounding gloom, and, like Abraham, we
can rejoice afar off at the prospect of Messiah’s gle-
rious day. What, though our great adversary be
still permitted to walk the earth seeking whom he
may devour, we know that the judgment, so long
deferred, will at length be executed, and the arch-
deceiver cast into the lake of fire! What, though
sin and its attendant sorrow yet fill our fallen world
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with lamentations and mourning and woe, we know
that festal ages will assuredly succeed, when the voice
of joy and health will ascend from every dwelling,
and sin and sorrow flee away! What, though death
have reigned well nigh six thousand years, and made
this earth a charnel house, we know that a day is
coming—and that perhaps speedily—when this last
enemy shall be destroyed, and mortality be swallowed
up of life! These things we know, because they are
written in the Scripture of truth, and doubt we must
not of their ultimate accomplishment, even had there
been no pre-intimation of a period of delay. But
God has dealt more gracioasly with His Church, and
in revealing beforechand the season of her waiting-
time, has converted what might seem to be a stum-
bling-block to our faith, into the means of its strongest
confirmation. This consideration is in itself so im-
portant, and is so closely connected with our subject
as a whole, that I must beg leave to invite your at-
tention to certain passages of Scripture that may serve
to establish its truth. This will not detain us long.
Then, after glancing at the many lets and hindrances
with which the Gospel has had to contend, and with
which it is contending still, I shall pass on to the
assurances that are so amply vouchsafed to us of its
eventual triumph. Up to this point, little difference
of opinion prevails among the wise and good ; but
opinions are more divided as to the time when this
trinmph will be achieved, and the character of the
events that will precede and follow it.

On each of these litigated but deeply interesting
questions, 1 propose, ere I conclude, to offer a few
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obeervations ; and may He, who alone giveth light
and understanding to the simple, be graciously pleased
to bless this humble attempt to explore these deeper
treasures of His holy word !

First, then, we have to consider the intimations of
delay that have been so mercifully granted to the
Church, and which I apprehend we may readily trace
alike in the earliest and latest pages of the sacred
volume. Such delay is shadowed forth in the types
of the Old Testament ;—less obscurely indicated in
the parables of the New ;—while, in the prophetic
times, it is distinctly announced. Butin the threshold
of our inquiry, permit me to observe that the
believer of the present day enjoys advantages that
were not vouchsafed even to the prophets and seers
of the apostolic age, much less to the uninspired
members of the early or medizval Church.* It was

* Nothing is a greater source of perplexity and error than inat-
tention to the various meanings of that ambiguous phrase,  the
Church.” The term is used to denote either :—

1. A pile of brick or stone, set apart from all secular and profane
uses.

2. The clergy, as contradistinguished from the laity.

3. The national establishment, as contradistinguished from the
various dissenting bodies.

4. The Church of England, as contradistinguished from the
Presbyterian, Lutheran, and other Protestant Churches.

5. The community of the baplized, as contradistinguished from
the unbaptized, or heathen.

6. The ¢ blessed company of all fasthful people; who compose
“ the remnant according to the election of grace” (Rom. xi. 5);
or as St. Paul elsewhere (Heb. xji. 28) describes them,—*The
Chwreh of the firstborn which are written in heaven.” [This is
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“not for them,” the Saviour said, “to know the
times and the seasons,” which, if prematurely re-

the sense in which the word is generally employed in Scripture,
and which I would wish it to bear in the following pages.]

The Tractarian sense of the word * Church” is not exactly
described in any of the above, but I have never been able to com-
prehend its precise meaning, and have therefore made no attempt
to define it. Sometimes it would seem to be a kind of mixture of
the first and second with the fifth and sixth ; the fusion of the two
last is, however, the most frequent and dangerous error. Yet how
strange to confound the ¢ visible Church” (or Church of the
baptized), with the “ Church of the firstborn” that necessarily
continues invisible until « the manifestation of the sons of God,” at
the Saviour’s advent in glory. (Rom. viii. 19.)

The word * Catholic’ is frequently associated with the word
¢ Church,’ and quite as frequently misapprehended. In the Liturgy
of the Church of England, it is used in its strict etymological sense
of ¢ universal,’ as opposed to * sndividual, but with the multitude
it is used in its conventional sense of Popish, as opposed to Protes-
tant. It is unfortunate—as was justly remarked by the Bishop of
‘Worcester, in a recent charge—that the word should have been
retained at all, as being calculated to mislead the unlearned. But
as ‘universal’ is employed in our Liturgy, as an exact equivalent
to ¢ catholic,” no minister need make use of the latter in the pulpit,
unless he be anxious to mystify his congregation, or is really ig-
norant of the essential difference between the Church of England and
the (so-called) Church of Rome. Many such, alas, there are, and
they speak of the ‘Anglican’ and ‘Roman’ ‘branches’ of the
¢Catholic Church,'—just as if they sprung from the same stem! But
where is the tree that will produce grapes on one of its ¢ branches,’
and thistles on another? (See note p. 10.)

I would earnestly direct attention to these points, as affording
excellent tests of orthodoxy at the present time, and not the less
necessary because over? Tractarianism would seem to have nearly
disappeared of late. It is true that nosegays candlesticks and
credence-tables, eagles and piscinas, with faldstools and frontals
and other articles of the Tractarian wardrobe, have been generally
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vealed, might have interfered with the earnestness of
their expectation, and damped the ardour of their
faith. But with us, the case is entirely reversed.

Living in the latter days of the Gentile dispensa-
tion, we can compare the facts of history with the
words of inspiration, and thus avoid the false glosses
in which her ignorance of the future necessarily in-
volved the early Church. And in either case, what a
tender example do we find of God’s never-failing
regard for the weakness and infirmities of our nature!
A knowledge of the future was mercifully withheld,
when and so far as such knowledge would have been
in itself a burden ; but it is withheld no longer, now
that it may serve to quicken our faith, and re-kindle
our hope !

Turning now to the Old Testament types, our

locked up (for a while), and the ¢ Anglican’ priest has consented

to preach in a black gown, or pray with his face to the people,—
but the old leaven still remains, and is constantly, though covertly
atwork. Not long since, it was recommended to the party (through
their organ, the English Churchman), that they should attend more
to their sermons, as the best means of winning back the confidence
of their congregations! Their congregations should, therefore,
bave vigilant ears.

As clear, able, and perfectly sound treatises on the points above
referred to, and kindred topics, I may mention—

« An Inquiry into the Scriptural View of the Constitution of a
Christian Church, and its Relation to the Church Universal; also
into the evidence respecting the alleged fact of Apostolical Succes-
sion.” By W. A. Garratt, M.A. London, 1846. Secleys.

“ The Church and the Churches.” By the Rev. Hugh M‘Neile,
D.D. London, 1847. Seeleys.

“ The Christian State: or, the First Principles of National Reli-
gion.” By the Rev. T. R. Birks, M.A. London, 1847. Seeleys.
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attention is at once arrested by the history of that
remarkable people, whom Moses was divinely ap-
pointed to conduct from the land of bondage to their
destined inheritance in the land of Canaan. Theirs
was no ordinary progress. Every step of that mys-
terious way ; every incident in that eventful march,
“ happened unto them” as the Apostle himself assures
us, “for examples, and are written for our admonition,
on whom the ends of the world are come.” (1Cor.x. 11.)
They were the literal Israel ; we are the spiritual Israel.
They were marching towards an earthly Canaan ; we,
too, have set forth on our pilgrimage, but to a better
country, that is, a heavenly. They were God’s * wit-
nesses” in the former dispensation, before Christ’s
coming in humiliation ; we are God’s witnesses under
the later dispensation, before Christ’s coming in glory.*

* Of the Jews it is declared (Isaiah xliii. 10—12, xliv. 8): « Ye
are my wilnesses, saith the Lord.” In the Christian dispensation
God has also his * witnesses” (paprupeg, martures, hence our En-
glish word “ martyrs’), of whom the account is given in Rev. xi.
8—13. These are doubtless to be understood of faithful Profestans
Churches ; for to ‘ witness " for the truth, implies the correlative
duty of testifying, or profesting, against error. And here the true
standing of the Church of England, and of her *chaste sisters in
Christ,” the Reformed and Continental Churches, will distinctly
appear. They “ witness " for Christ, against the great Antichrist
of the seven hills. It is PROTESTANT truth versus CATHOLIC error.
And let it be well understood that, in the present dispensation, the
term * Catholic” (xafoAwdg, kathollickos, over-all, universal), as
applied to a vistble ecclesiastical body, belongs alone and exclu-
sively to the apostate Church of Rome, as prefigured in the Apoca-
lyptic * beast,” to whom there was granted a long lease of power
‘“ OVER ALL KINDREDS AND TONGUES AND NATIONS.” (Rev. xiii.
1—7.) Rome may glory in the title, but she glaries in her shame.
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They were delivered by God's free grace and electing
love, from the gross idolatry and heartless tyranny
of ancient Egypt ; we, too, and by the same free grace
and love, have been delivered from the still more
cruel yoke and worse idolatries of Papal Rome, ¢ that
great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt.”
(Rev. xi. 8.) Thus far the parallel is clear and un-
broken, nor will it fail us in a later stage. Israel’s way,
we know, was short, and yet the journey was toilsome
and long. Onoe indeed they had attained to the very
borders of Canaan, and the promised rest seemed
almost won; and yet, for rebellion and stubborn
impenitence, they were commanded to retrace their
steps and enter the howling wilderness again. Often
in like manner did the Christian Church, at various
epochs of her history, appear to have all but accom-
plished her weary way, and on the point of achieving

It is a title which no attached member of the Church of England
will envy her, or seek to share with her. If it be objected by some
ultra High-churchman, that Rome has the ¢ Apostolical succession,’
and other (so-called) notes of a true Church, and cannot therefore
be the predicted apostacy;—I reply, that the compilers of our
Articles were of a different opinion. With Zhem, preaching of the
pure Word of God, and due administration of the Sacraments, are
regarded as the essential ‘ notes’ of the visible Church of Christ
(Art. XIX); and both of these are in the subsequent articles
altogether denied to the Church of Rome. (See Art. XXIV.,
XXVIII, XXX.) Besides, in the Homilies she is repeatedly
styled * Antichrist,” « that filthy, foul, and withered harlot,” &ec.
(See “ Homily on Obedience ;””  Against Peril of Idolatry,” &e.)
And how can an idolatrous Church be, in any valid sense of the
term, & ¢ Church’ at all? For, as 8t. Paul asks (2 Cor. vi. 15, 16),
“ What agreement hath the temple of God with idols,—wkat con-
cord hath Christ with Belial 2
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her promised triumph ; but ever and anon, for sins
like those of Israel of old, she was condemned to
resume her sackcloth covering, and to continue for
a season longer in the wilderness state. Thus, to the
believer of the present day, the wondrous history of
God’s ancient people, is at once a virtual prophecy of
_ the ingratitude and unfaithfulness of the Gentile
Church, and a type of the dreary period of protracted
trial through which she was doomed to pass.*

The Old Testament would supply us with many
kindred types, but we cannot now enter upon their
consideration, and must proceed to the parables of
our blessed Lord, three of which will be found to
bear directly on the present inquiry. I allude to the
following :—

I. PARABLE oF THE NOBLEMAN WHO WENT TO RE-
CEIVE A KINGDOM, AND T0o RETURN. (Luke xix.
11—217.

II. ParaBLE oF THE VINEYARD. (Luke xx. 9—16.)
ITII. ParaBLE oF THE TALENTs. (Matt. xxv. 14—30.)

The first of these is addressed to the disciples, and
is designed, as we are expressly told, to correct an
erroneous impression, “that the kingdom of God
should 1MMEDIATELY appear.” In order to check
any such unfounded expectations, the parabolic nar-
rative represents “a certain nobleman”—in whom
the disciples could not fail to recognize their Lord—

* See this subject handled at greater length, and with consum-
mate ability, in Mr. Birks’ * Sermon before the Protestant Associa-
tion.” 1846.
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as proceeding “into a FAR country, to receive for
himself a kingdom, and to return!” But the parable
of the succeeding chapter (the second on our list)
unfolds a further truth. Here we find that a certain
lord, clearly answering to the nobleman in the
former case, goes “into a FAR country,” for a period
which is distinctly characterized, as “ A LoNne TIME!”
And lastly, in the parable of the talents, the same
important truth is repeated in the. same words,
though in a different garb. The “kingdom of
heaven ” is again the subject of our Lord’s discourse,
and he likens it “to a man travelling into a rar
country,” who returns “AFTER A LONG TIME” to
reckon with the servants whom he had left in charge
of his goods. Thus in three distinct examples we
find our Lord, not only discouraging the too sanguine
anticipations of his followers, but teaching them to
regard the establishment of his kingdom as a remote
event, for which they would have long to wait.

It now only remains for us to inquire whether in
other portions of the Word any light has been thrown
on the probable duration of that long and indefinite
period which the types and parables prepare us to
expect, before the commencement of Messiah’s reign.
I need scarcely observe, that suchlight, if it be indeed
vouchsafed, must, of course, be looked for in the pro-
phetic times; and to these I would therefore briefly
direct your attention. I am well aware of the diffi-
culties that surround this mysterious subject, and of
the prejudices that would dissuade us from attempting
their solution. But difficulties, however great, and
prejudices, however widely diffused, cannot excuse our
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neglect of a study on which the Holy Spirit has pro-
nounced a repeated and emphatic blessing. A dark
mist may, perhaps, for a time, obscure the sacred
oracles, but the veil will be lifted as the time of their
accomplishment draws nigh, and the last days of the
dispensation be illumined by a bright effusion of pro-
phetic light. For then the seal must be broken that
has rested for ages on the mystic numbers of Daniel
and St. John, and the wision become so * plain, that
he may run that readeth it.” (Hab. ii. 2.)

The only parts of Scripture which, with the abeve
object in view, it will be needful to explore, are the
second, seventh, and twelfth chapters of Daniel, com-
pared with the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth of the
Apocalypse, and also with 2 Thess. ii. 1—12. From
these carefully collated, the following grand truths
are clearly deducible :—

1. That four great Gentile empires woudd succes-
sively arise, and that in the days of the Jast of these,
the God of heavem would set up a kingdom that weuld
stand ffor ever.

2. That in the latter or divided stage of the fourth
empire, a blasphemous and persecuting power, di-
verse from all that had preceded it, would spring wp,
and .continue in action until destroyed by the coming
of the‘Son.of Man for the establishmentof His kingdom.

3. That the decreed period of the duration of this
great apostacy, and the consequent humiliation of the
true Church, is “ 1260 days” (Rev. xi. 8; xii. 6),
or “dorty and two months” (Rev. xi. 2; xiii. §), or
“.a time, times and ‘a half.” (Dan. vii. 25 ; xii. 7.)*

* Inall these cases it is the same period of time, though varigusly
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Now whatever the nature of the apostacy, a point
on which a true Protestant can scarcely doubt, it is
clear, that the ¢ times” which assign its duration,
assign equally the length of a season of trial, which
must precede the full manifestation of the kingdom
of God. One question alone remains: the scale
on which to calculate the mystic numbers. And
here a clue at once presents itself in the analogy
which evidently obtains between the wanderings of
Israel in the wilderness of Sinai, and the wilderness-
sojourn of the Christian Church. (Apoc. xii. 6, 14.)
But since the former, as we learn from the Mosaic
narrative (Num. xiv. 34), was on the scale of a “ day
for a year,” a suspicion must necessarily arise that the
latter should be computed on the same principle ; and
that thus, under the 1260 days, a period of 1260
years was really designed.

Here we have the ground-work of the “year-day
theory,” that famous key to the sacred calendar of
prophecy, which Futurists and Tractarians are vainly
striving to wrest from our grasp.* To establish its
expressed. Thirty prophetic ¢ days” make a prophetic * month,”
and twelve prophetic “ months” madke a prophetic * time,” or year.
Three times and a-half, therefore, are equivalent to « forty and two
mouths,” or 1260 * days.”

* Those who wish to study the * year-day theary,” should read
the chapters devoted to its examination in Birks’ * Elements of
Prophecy” (London : Painter, 1844); which may be regarded as
the * end of controversy” on this subject. See also Faber’s * Pro-
vineinl Leotters.” (London, 1844. Painter.) That Tractariansshould
still exclaim agninst & principle that entirely contravenes their own
theory of a visible Church, is matter less of surprise than of regret ;
and here they might take a lesson from the Dissenters, among
whom there appears to be a growing eonviction that the year-day
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truth, did time permit, were an easy task; but, for
the present, I can only allude to the wonderful and
varied mass of evidence that is arrayed in its support,
and which must bring conviction to every dispreju-
diced mind. Assuming, then, as we safely may, the
principle itself to be true, it yields another and in-
vincible proof, that the Church, though doomed to
navigate a dark and tempestuous sea, was not for-
saken by her heavenly pilot, or left without warning
of the length of the way.

But the delays and disappointed hopes of eighteen
centuries were not the only trials that were destined
to befall the Church. In every age, the deep waters
of affliction have rolled around her, and the over-
flowings of ungodliness have made her afraid. The
wild beast out of the forest has cruelly broken down
her hedge, and laid waste her vineyard, while wolves,
in sheep’s clothing, have ravaged her fold. The
sword and persecution from without, apostacy and
treachery within, these have been her portion to
drink! Yet He who mixed the bitter cup, repeatedly
prepared His servants to expect to drain its contents.
“Ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake;”
“ If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute
you;” were the words of the Saviour to his beloved
disciples. (Matt. xxiv. 9; John xv. 20.) And the
same note of faithful warning runs through the writings

principle is true. I infer this from an article in the Congregafional
Magazine on Mr. Elliott's Hore Apocalyptice, in which the writer
observes, that he would be content to rest the defence of the theory
on the evidence in its favour which the Apocalyptic visions, as
interpreted by Mr. Elliott, so abundantly supply.
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of the holy apostles and prophets. The “little horn”
of Daniel was to “wear out the saints of the Most
High.” (Dan. vii. 25.) The “dragon” of St. John
was to make war upon those who keep the command-
ments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus.
(Rev. xiii. 17.) “The day of Christ,” St. Paul
assured the Thessalonian converts, “ would not come
until there came a falling away first.” (2 Thess. ii. 3.)
And “in the last days,” according to the concurrent
testimony of St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. Jude, “ pe-
rilous times,” and a season of abounding impiety,
would assuredly arrive. (2 Tim. iii. 1; 2 Peter iii.
3; Jude v. 18.)

Thus we see that the long ages of persecution,
and the various phases of wickedness or delusion,
had each their predestined station in the coun-
sels of infinite wisdom. But Scripture has its pro-
mises of glory as well as its annunciations of woe;
and the exactitude with which the latter have been
realized, is a sure pledge and token that the former
likewise will be as minutely accomplished in their
appointed time. He is faithful that promised, and
not one jot or tittle of His word shall pass away till
all be fulfilled.” As yet, however, all has not been
fulfilled. Hitherto we have seen but the dark side
of the picture, though the bright reverse meets us in
almost every page of holy writ. And this brings me
to another portion of my subject, viz. :—

TaE AssURANCES oF EvenTUuaL TrIUumPH.

Here my only difficulty is selection. The an-
nouncements of the final issue of that tremendous

struggle, of which this earth for near six thousand
[+
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years has been the theatre, was proclaimed from the
first. The “seed of the woman” was to “ bruise the
serpent’s head.” (Gen. iii. 15.) “As I live,” the
Almighty declares with an oath, “all the earth shall
be filled with the glory of the Lord.” (Numb. xiv. 21.)
“ God shall bless us, and all the ends of the world shall
Sear Him.” (Ps. lxvii. 7,) His “kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and
obey Him.” (Dan. vii. 27.) “ At the name of Jesus,
every knee shall bow.” (Phil. ii. 10.) *The king-
doms of this world (shall) become the kingdoms of
our Lord and of his Christ, and He shall reign for
ever and ever.” (Rev. xi. 15.)

These are a few, a very few, of the many passages
in Scripture that clearly predict the advent of that
kingdom, for which, in obedience to our Lord’s com-
mand, we daily pray. And up to this point, all sound
divines are virtually agreed. All alike expect the
arrival of a blessed @ra, when Satan shall be bound,
and a holy and righteous dominion extended for at
least a thousand years, to the uttermost parts of the
earth. But as to the nature of this kingdom, and the
time and mode of its establishment, a great diversity
of opinion prevails, even among men of undoubted
piety and learning. And I may here without impro-
priety remark, that the view which I have myself delibe.
rately adopted, and to which I shall seek to win your
assent, is not held by the venerable and venerated
President* of our Society, nor yet by your own

* The Rev. Clement Leigh, Rector of Newcastle-under-Lyme.
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exemplary and indefatigable pastor * and some others
of our clerical patrons.

It was due to these gentlemen, and to the weight

that so deservedly attaches to their opinions, to make
this admission. But it is also due to myself, in order
that I may not appear presumptuous in your eyes, to
state fully and explicitly that the differences to which
I allude, are far, very far, from reaching to points of
vital faith. Here, praised be God, there is no ambi-
guity, and those who seek diligently for saving truth
will assuredly find it ; it is the same yesterday, to-day,
and for ever. But the Scriptures,—even a Pope was
constrained to admit,—are a stream in which a lamb
may walk and an elephant swim. True it is, that as yet
mortal “ eye hath not seem, nor ear heard the things
that God has prepared for those who love him ; but
He has revealed them by His spirit” to the eye of
faith, and “ the Spirit searcheth all things, even the
deep things of God.” (1 Cor. i. 9,10.) And few, I
apprehend there are, of those who in the humble and
prayerful spirit of Joseph Mede, have searched these
mines of divine truth, but will with him be ready
joyfully to exclaim, “I thank God, who by the light
of these His wonderful mysteries, has kindled that
love in my heart which I had not ere I began to see
them, and which have left me that which they found
me not.” ‘

The differences of opinion to which I refer, will
be found to resolve themselves into this fundamental
question, viz:—Wwhether the Son of Man will come

* The Rev. E. B. Squire, Curate of Burslem at the time of the
delivery of the Lecture, now Vicar of Swansea.
c 9]

~
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in person to introduce His millennial kingdom, or
whether such coming will be deferred to its close ; or,
as it may be more technically expressed, *“ whether
the advent will be pre- or post-millennial.”* The dif-
ference, as I have already observed, is not vital, still
it is relatively far from unimportant, and the zeal
with which it is now debated in every quarter of the
religious world, invests the subject with a special
interest at the present time. In the Church of Eng-
land the point is earnestly discussed by both the ¢ high
church’ and ¢low church’ parties, and the same may
be said of the ¢Old Scotch Kirk’ and the ¢ Free
Church’ in Scotland.+ Among Dissenters also, the
question is vigorously mooted }

It would have been well, if the discussion of these
solemn and exciting topics had been confined to
temperate and sober Christians ; the reverse, however,
is unhappily the case. In my own neighbourhood,
and in most parts of the United Kingdom, Mormonite

* As the word ¢ millennium’ does not occur in scripture, and all
my readers are not bound to understand Latin,—it may be well to
observe that the term is used to designate the 1000 years of
blessedness foretold in Rev. xx.

t The Rev. David Brown has written ably against the pre-mil-
lennial advent, and the Rev. H. Bonar, of Kelso, still more ably
in its favour. In the * Prophetical Landmarks” of the latter
we have a work of singular utility and value. (London, 1847.
Nisbet and Co.)

1 I allude particularly to the “ Jubilee Hymn,” of Dr. Raffles,
of Liverpool, and * The Letter” from one of his congregation, that
its publication elicited. The sentiments of the hymn are admitted
to be unexceptionable, but its theology is shown to be wrong.
There can be no Jubilee, as the writer of ¢ the Letter’ demonstrates,
before the second advent.
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tracts have been diligently circulated, bidding men

prepare for the instant coming of the Son of God.

In America, large parties were to be seen, the other
day, wandering about in cotton dresses,—which they
gyled the resurrection robes,—and momentarily ex-
pecting to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air!
And in Palestine, a recent traveller* observed a large
party in the valley of Jehoshaphat, eagerly awaiting
the fulfilment of Zechariah’s prophecy, when the
Mount of Olives should be cleft in twain, and
the Lord God come, and all his saints with Him.
(Zech. xiv. 4, 5.)

Now, it is clear that all such expectations are
utterly baseless and absurd, if it can be proved that
the second advent is post-millennial, as in that case
1000 years, at least, must elapse, before the event so
ardently expected can possibly occur.t Taking, then,
into account the peculiarities of the present age, the
temper of men’s minds, and the importance of the

% The Countess Hahn-Hahn. Among the parties repairing to
Palestine in expectation of Christ's immediate advent, the name of
the United States’ Consul, Mr. Warder Cresson, deserves to be
recorded. He accepted the office, and discharges its duties gra-
taitously, in order that he may be at hand when the great event
occurs.

+ No one, I presume, except Archdeacon Robert Wilberforce,
will be preparedﬁomaintainthatthemillenniumhasalreadycom-
menced. Yet this most preposterous notion is actually broached by
the Archdeacon, in his work entitled “The Five Empires.” (Lon-
don, 1841. Burns.) Such a view might excite small surprise in
the Hotel de Ville, at Paris; but it is otherwise when espoused
by a dignitary of the Church of England. How gross, alas, is
that spiritual darkness with which Tractarianiem swrrounds its
victims !
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matter in dispute, the time would seem to have arrived
when it behoves us, at once, to submit the whole
subject to a careful examination in the light of God’s
Holy Word. We shall thus be the better prepared,—
because on more intelligible grounds,—either to par-
ticipate in the blessed hope that now inspires so many
bosoms, or to reprove, if need be, the wild fanaticism
of unstable and unlearned minds.

It has been customary of late years, to decry and
disparage millennarian views,* and the whole
weight of ecclesiastical authority has been cast into
the opposite scale.t Even the ¢ voice of catholic an-
tiquity’ is here unheeded, by those too who are wont to
affect the highest veneration for its dogmas. Yet it
is undeniable, that in the earliest and purest ages of
the Christian Church the views that are now so un-
ceremoniously rejected were universally held, and it
was only as Romish corruption advanced that they
graduallydisappeared.} At the time of the Reformation,

* T use the term ¢ millennarian’ (in the absence of a better) to
indicate the views of those who expect the personal advent of Christ
before the millennium. Other views (e. g. the personal reign of
Christ) are usually included, which, and the objections that have been
urged against them, are clearly stated in Mr. Ogilvie's admirable
work, ¢ Popular Objections to the Pre-millennial Advent, con-
sidered.” (London, Nisbet, 1847.) This book cannot be too
strongly recommended to those who wish to master the present
subject. It has, however, one blemish ; it falfers about Rame and
Babylon.

t «“Have any of the rulers believed in him?” (John vii. 48,)
was the sneering question of the Pharisees, and one most character-
istic of the spirit in which the Jewish Church rejected the doctrine
of the first advent. May the Christian Church be preserved from 8
similar error in regard to the second !

1 Up to the middle of the third century, all the fathers (in-
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however, the ancient doctrine was extensively revived
(as a reference to the catechism of King Edward the
Sixth sufficiently proves),*—the Reformers, like the
apostolic fathers, being of opinion that the second
advent would be introductory to the world’s jubilee,
and that the full triumph of the Gospel would not be
achieved until the Master came in person to finish the
work. But as the truth of the doctrine itself must
be established, not by the weight of Protestant or
Patristic authority, but by the testimony of the written
Word of God, I shall now proceed to adduce some
decisive arguments from Scripture in its support.
That the advent must be pre-millennial seems to
be proved by the following considerations:—
l. Isaiah xxxiv; xxxv. These chapters, as all
commentators admit, form one complete and con-
secutive prophecy. The 34th describes the awful

cluding Barnabas, Clement, Justyn Martyr, Irenwmus, Tertullian,

&c.) were ¢ chiliasts’ or millennarians. For a full account of the
historical testimonies to the antiquity of the doctrine of the mil-
lennium, see “ Greswell, on the Parables,” vol. i. 273.

* Extract from King Edward’s Catechism :—

“ Ques.—How is that petition, Thy kingdom come, to be under-
stood ?

“ Ans.—We ask that his kingdom may come, for that, as yet,
we see mot all things subject to Christ. * * * * Ag yet
Antichrist is not slain, whence it is that we desire and pray that, at
length, it may come to pass and be fulfilled; and that Christ alone
may reign with his saints according to the Divine promises.”

After King Edward’s time, the doctrine fell into disrepute
through the violence and fanaticism of the Anabaptists and ‘ Fifth
Monarchy’-men, just as in our day it has been injured by the follies
and illusions of the Irvingites. When Satan cannot stifle a doctrine
that he dreads, his usual plan is to undermine and corrupt it. This
it eminently true of millennarian views.
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judgments attendant on the Lord’s coming, and the
85th a state of millennial blessedness. But as the
latter succeeds the former, the millennium must succeed
the advent.

2. Dan. vii. Here we have a connected vision
reaching from the time of the prophet to the day
when the saints obtain the kingdom. But the rise of
a persecuting power is foretold, who was to *“make
war upon the saints and prevail against them, wntil
the Ancient of Days came ;" ver. 21,22. How, then,
can the saints have any millennium of rest before
the advent ?

3. Zechariah xiv. We have here a clear des-
cription of the ‘day of the Lord’ and the personal
advent of Christ. His feet are represented as again
standing on the Mount of Olives, from whence the
disciples saw him ascend into heaven, there to remain
until he should again “ come in like manner as they
had seen Him go into heaven.” But it is after the
great ‘day’ that the glorious events take place of which
we read in the subsequent verses, and which can
only refer to the millennial age.

4. Matt. xxiv. In this chapter we have a con-
tinuous prophecy, extending from our Lord’s day to
the closing scenes of the present dispensation. Yet
not a word is said of any season of blessedness that
was to occur before his second coming.

5. Luke xii. 31—46. The duty of watchiug for
the Lord’s return is here strongly insisted on. But
how could this be possible if at least a thousand

years of blessedness were to intervene before the
advent ?
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6. Luke xvii. 26—30. The state of the world
before the coming of the Lord is here likened to the
state of the world in the days of Noah, ¢ before the
flood came and destroyed them all.” But such a

state of abounding iniquity utterly excludes the idea

of any general conversion of the world, or any season
of repose before the return of the Lord.

1. Luke xix. 11—24. The testimony of this para-
ble is decisive against any season of holiness or repose
before the Lord’s return. The servants of a certain
nobleman are left in charge of his goods for a pro-
tracted period. But they hate him, and rebel against
his authority, until he returns to take open possession
of his kingdom.

8. The testimony of the other parables is equally
clear. The wheat and tares ¢ grow together’ until the

harvest, « which is the end of the age.”® (Matt. xiii.
30.) In like manner, good and bad fishes are min-
gled together in the Gospel net, until a separation is
made at the coming of the Son of man. (Matt. xiii.
47.) In either case, the idea of any millennium to
precede the advent is entirely excluded.

9. Acts iii. 19—21. The “times of refreshing”
and of *the restitution of all things” are here dis-

* awv, age or dispensation, not xoouoc, or the physical universe.
Itis unfortunate that these two most distinct words should alike be
rendered “ world’ by our English translators. To this source may
in a great measure be attributed the confusion of ideas on the
subject of the second advent, that exists in so many minds.

t It is interesting to know that Mr. Greswell was driven to
admit the pre-millennial advent, through the impossibility of ex-
plaining some of the parables on any other hypothesis. (See his
learned work on the Parables. London, 1834.)
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tinctly connected with the presence (wapovoa) or per-
sonal coming of Christ. Until the latter has taken
“place, the former cannot begin.

10. The First Epistle to the Thessalonians. In
this Epistle, no fewer than twelve passages occur, in
which the coming of the Lord is set before the
Church as the object of her constant expectation;
but there is not the slightest allusion to any millen-
nial rest before the coming itself.

11. 2 Thess. ii. 1—8. In this passage, the same
apostacy that Daniel foretold is again announced, and
its destruction again connected with the coming
(xapovoa) of Christ. It was already working in the
Apostle’s day, and is to continue working till the
Lord’s return ; — where then can we interpose a
millennium ?

12. Rom. xi. 26. In this verse, as in divers other
parts of Scripture, the national conversion of Israel is
obviously connected with the coming of the Lord.
But while Israel remains in an unconverted state, the
reign of righteousness cannot of course begin.

13. Rom. viii. 22,23. The *“whole creation,” is
represented as “ groaning together,” and “ waiting for
the redemption of the body,” but as the time of this
redemption is also the time of the second advent, the
earth cannot be reclaimed from the primeval curse
at any period antecedent to the Saviour’s return.

14. The Apocalypse, however, supplies the most
conclusive evidence in favour of the premillennial
view. Here the whole course of this world's history,
from the @ra of the vision to the close of the millen-
nium, is exhibited in an unbroken series of prophetic
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pictures, the most august of which is appropriated to

the second advent. In what position, then, is the

\atter placed? Immediately before the description of
Christ's millennial reign. (Ch. xix., xx.) This alone
might decide the entire controversy, and although
other weighty arguments in favour of the same view
might be deduced from the Apocalyptic visions, it is
scarcely necessary to state them here.®

I have now presented, though briefly and imper-
fectly, a portion of the evidence from both the Old
and New Testaments, that seems to bear directly on
this momentous question. As Mr. Birks most truly
observes :—

* From first to last the concert and harmony is unbroken. There
is not one single passage that implies-a long period of rest and
trimph before the Lord’'s return; there are many, very many,
which exclude it, and prove it to be impossible. The distinct and
full prophecies of the Apocalypse confirm and ratify the conclusion
drawn from the more general statements of Holy Scripture. There
is no balance, no division of evidence on this point ; it lies entirely,
and without exception, on one side.”—~Four Prophetic Empires,
P- 345.

But however full and decisive the evidence may
appear to those who have espoused the pre-millennial
view, difficulties will still occur, and objections still
be urged against it. To state and answer these,
would swell this Lecture beyond all reasonable
bounds ; I can, therefore, only refer you to the nu-

* The reader desirous of entering deeply into the present contro-
versy will find most of the above arguments, (and many others on
the same side), unfolded more at large in Bonar's * Prophetical
Landmarks ;”° and Birks’ ‘ Four Prophetic Empires and Kingdom
of Messiah.”” (London, 1845. Seeleys.)
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merous works in which they are ably and calmly
discussed.* For myself, I may perhaps be permitted
to observe, that although brought up with a strong
prepossession against the pre-millennial advent, my
‘ objections’ speedily melted away when brought to
the test of Scripture; and I doubt not that if your
own be submitted to the same ordeal, they will
rapidly share the same fate. You have but to divest
your minds of early predilections and prejudices,
and then, if you search diligently for the truth, you
will assuredly not have long to search in vain.

To such a search I now invite you. Should you
arrive at conclusions opposite to those that I have
sought to advocate, you will still proceed with all
your wonted zeal in.the great and glorious field of
missionary labour. If, on the other hand, the views
in question should approve themselves as true, one
motive more will urge you forward in the righteous
cause. Again, if you think that by the circulation of
the Bible, or by the faithful preaching of the cross of
Christ, you are destined to convert the world, you
will neither weary nor pause, in spite of the dis-
couragements that sin or Satan may cast in your way.
But if, on the alternative view, you are convinced
that the full triumph is reserved for the Lord himself,
and that only the task of preparation is committed to
His servants in this dispensation, you will strive with
increasing energy to finish the work He has given
you to do.

Our Lord himself emphatically declared that the

* See the works of Ogilvie, Bonar, Elliott, Birks, &c., referred
to in the previous notes.
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Gospel should be preached as a witness to all nations,
and then should the end (i. e. of the aw» or dispen-
sation) come ; but not a word is said of any general
conversion of mankind by the instrumentality he
enjoined. To preach the Gospel, as a witness to all
nations, is one thing; to induce all nations to receive
the witness, is another; and while the former has
already been well nigh accomplished, little progress
has hitherto, alas, been made with the latter! But,
blessed be God, it is the zeal with which our efforts
are directed, and not the present success which attends
them, that is to indicate the approach of those * times
of refreshing” of which give all the holy prophets
witness, that have been since the world began. Let
us, then, labour diligently to complete the task as-
signed to us, neither forgetting to send the glad
tidings of salvation to heathen lands, nor neglecting
the spiritual darkness which prevails so extensively
in our own more favoured isle. These are the goodly
objects for which our society was framed, and if in a
spirit of faith and prayer we keep them steadfastly in
view, we shall reap in due season the precious
reward, “ and God, even our own God, will give us

His blessing.”

END OF LECTURE 1.



LECTURE I1I.

DELIVERED IN THE NATIONAL SCHOOL ROOM, SHELTON,

NoveMBER 2ND, 1847.

ON a previous occasion, my Christian friends, I en-
deavoured to trace in the light of Scripture the true
position of the Second Advent, and its relation to the
evangelization of the world. The prevailing opinion
on these momentous questions I was led to regard as
defective and erroneous, and sought in its stead to
establish a more correct and hopeful view : more cor-
rect, because more in accordance with the words of
inspiration ; more hopeful, because accounting for
past reverses, and pointing to the real epoch of assured
success. Of the essential truth of the view then sub-
mitted to your consideration I feel, on subsequent
reflection, more than ever convinced. There will be
no general effusion of the Holy Spirit ; no turning of
whole nations to God ; no thousand years of righteous-
ness and peace ;—until our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ shall have been visibly invested with supreme
dominion, and become * the light of the Gentiles, and
the glory of His people Israel!”

I am thankful to observe, if I may judge from the
tone of our recent theological literature, that the
belief in a pre-millennial advent has made decided
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progress during the past year; especially among the
younger evangelical clergy. Of these, many—I
might almost say a majority—have already adopted
what I conceive to be the only legitimate view. On
the other hand, their clerical brethren of maturer age,
men worthy to tread in the footsteps of Wilberforce
and Simeon and Venn, still hold to the doctrine as
more generally taught and received in their youth.
This discrepancy of opinion on ome theological ques-
tion, between men whose views entirely harmonize on
all beside, is in itself most remarkable, and deserves
our serious consideration. The well-known fact that
Hervey’s grand discovery of the circulation of the
blood, was never adopted by any physician of a
greater age than fifty years, has been cited as a
parallel case. But the explanation it suggests ap-
pears, at least to my own mind, wholly inadequate. In
the present instance, I should rather be disposed to
regard the difference in opinion as specially and
providentially adapted to the difference in position of
the respective parties. For while the fathers of
our Israel will in all human probability have been
gathered to their rest before the truth of either view
can be tested by the event, the younger members of
the flock of Christ may, perhaps, behold those great
things which many prophets and apostles of old
“ desired to see, and have not seen them ;” with them
therefore the question at once assumes the very deepest
solemnity and importance. A fuller knowledge is
mercifully vouchsafed them of events in which they
may be personally engaged, and their minds are
more largely occupied by the contemplation of the
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coming glory, in order that they may be the better
disciplined for the awful struggle that is destined to
precede it !

I alluded in my former ¢Lecture,—though inci-
dentally and briefly,—to the various topics of sur-
passing interest that naturally group themselves
around the coming of the Son of man. These I now
propose to submit to a more careful examination ;
not, however, without earnestly praying on my own
and my hearers behalf, that God may be pleased to
“ open our eyes, that we may behold the wondrous
things of His law.”

The points which I should especially wish you to
keep in view, are mainly the following,—all of
which have an important bearing on the matter under
consideration, and may, I think, be proved by the
most certain warrants of Holy Writ.

1. That we are now living in the latter times of
the Gentile aw», or dispensation; and as the present
dispensation succeeded the Jewish, and was better than
the Jewish, so it will be itself succeeded by another
dispensation, better than the Gentile.

2. That this present dispensation will close, not in
a general diffusion of righteousness, but a general
outburst of violence and iniquity.

3. That while this dispensation lasts, the true
Church of Christ is to exist only “as a little flock,”
“ g remnant according to the election of grace.”

4. That when the whole of this remnant has been
gathered in, the stroke of judgment will fall, and the
Saviour’s feet again stand upon the Mount of Olives.
Satan will then be chained for a thousand years, and
the reign of righteousness at length begin.
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Having thus glanced at our subject as a whole, I

shall next endeavour to fill in the outline of the
amazing picture, and to fix your minds on some of its
most striking features. You will thus be the better
prepared to appreciate the progress of events, as in
due and majestic procession they move onwards to
that solemn time, when “the mystery of God shall
be finished, as He hath declared to his servants
the prophets.” (Rev. x. 7.) The steps that more
immediately conduct t» this consummation, may first
advantageously occupy our attention, and we may
then inquire whether there are any marked and pecu-
liar signs that “this generation will not pass away
until all be fulfilled.”

The * steps’ themselves appear to be chiefly three:
—Ist, A time of unexampled trouble in connection
with; 2dly, The Restoration of the Jews, and issuing
in; 3dly, The Coming of the Lord.*

* I need scarcely observe that by the ‘coming ' of the Lord, I
mean a personal and actual, as opposed to a spiritual or figurative
‘coming.” This second coming will however consist (like the
first) of several distinct acts, and extend over a lengthened period
of time. In the 19th chapter of the Apocalypse, the advent
of Christ is represented as occurring before the millennium, when
the saints of the first resurrection receive their reward; but at the
cloee of this period all (the remainder of) mankind stand before the
“ great white throne,” and are *judged every man according to
his works. (Rev. xx. 11—13.) Thus 1000 years at least must
elapse between the Saviour’s advent at the opening of the millen-
nium, and His sitting in judgment at its termination. And fAds
period constitutes the great judgment day. Not a * day’ according to
man’s reckoning of twenty-four hours, butore of the ** days of heaven,"”
(Ps. Ixxxix. 29,) where time is computed on a grander scale ; ** one
day,” as St. Peter observes in direct reference to this very asubject,

D
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I. A TIME OF UNEXAMPLED TROUBLE.

This is foretold in many parts of Scripture, but the
earliest intimation of it appears in Balaam’s far-reach-
ing prophecy,— Alas,” he exclaims, “ who shall live
when God doeth this!” (Num. xxiv. 23.) “ At that
time,” we read in Daniel (xii. 1), “ there shall be a
time of trouble, such as mever was since there was a
nation even to that same time.” ¢ Then,” our Lord
himself declares, (Matt. xxiv. 1), “shall be great
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” “In
the last days perilous times shall come.” (2 Tim. iii.
8.) As troubles of an unparalleled character cannot,
of course, occur more than once, all these predictions
seem to connect themselves with the seventh vial,
during the effusion of which we are to expect « a great
" earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the
earth, so mighty an earthquake and so great.” (Rev.
xvi. 18.) We are now, as all commentators agree,
living under the sizth vial, and probably near its
termination ; we may, therefore, shortly expect some

being with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as
one day.” (2 Peter iii. 8.) It is the office of judgment to distri-
bute rewards and punishments ; and of this distribution a part takes
place in the morning, or commencement,—part in the evening, or
close, of the ¢ great day.’

The millennium is emphatically Messiah’s * day’ (Luke xvii. 24),
during which ‘ he must reign till He has put all enemies under his
feet.” (1 Cor. xv. 25.) If it be objected that it appears unlikely
that Christ should come to reign on earth, it may with perfect
justice be replied, that it was far more unlikely that he should come
to suffer. The Jews disbelieved the latter, and were punished for
their incredulity ; let us beware how we disbelieve the former !
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indications of that unprecedented storm which shall
presently shake all the kingdoms of the earth, over-
throw the mystic Babylon, and issue in the glorious
appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.*
This is a solemn consideration, and we need to weigh
it well.

But these ‘times of trouble’ are closely connected
with another event of thrilling interest, viz:—

% This, be it observed, was spoken in November last. Since then
the out-pouring of the seventh vial appears to have actually com-
menced, and there seems to be a general impression, in the religious
world, that such is indeed the fact. The Editor of that excellent
little periodical, * The Christian Lady's Magazine,” (for April)
observes that the seventh * vial seems already suspended in the
angel's hand.” Mr. Jenour has published a pamphlet, entitled
** The First Shock of the Great Earthquake, being an ezposition of
the out-pouring of the Seventh Vial.” (London, T. D. Thomson.)
Even the ¢ Record,” (April 27) is constrained to * subscribe to the
general opinion that the sudden and unexampled crash of the
European kingdoms now under our eyes, is the commencement of
the seventh vial of St. John.” See also the speeches of Mr. Stowell
and others, at the recent anniversary of the Society for promoting
Christianity amongst the Jews.

But most remarkable of all is the language of a periodical of a
very different stamp ; thus writes the *« Westminater Review :"—

*The story of February, 1848, will not fade from human memory as a
nine days’ wonder. The term ‘Revolution,’ is too feeble to express the
magnitude of the change that has taken place; a change which the sublime
imagery of Scripture can alone adequately depict. We seem to have stood
as witnesses to the opening of the seventh seal ; as listeners to the sounding
of the seventh trumpet ; and the words that rise to our lips are those of the
Apocalypse,—*I saw a mighty angel take a stone, like a great mill-stone,
and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall Babylon be cast
down, and shall be found no more at all.”"”’

What we have as yet experienced, is, however, only to be
regarded as the first gust of the tempest; next year, perhaps,
it will burst in all its fury over the devoted kingdoms of the old
Roman world.

p 2
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II. THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS TO THEIR OWN
LAND.

The Jews were to be driven from the land of their
fathers, and their ‘beautiful city, Jerusalem, * trod-
den down of the Gentiles,” until the end of the present
(or Gentile) dispensation. But there is a ‘set time’
in the divine counsels, “ when the Lord will build up
Jerusalem and gather together the outcasts of Israel.”
(Psalm cii. 13; cxlvii. 2.) This reconstruction of
the Jewish polity and city will not, however, be ac-
complished, except as on a former occasion, “ even in
troublous times.” (See Dan. ix. 25.) The «day of
Jezreel,” will be “ great, so that none is like it : it is
even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but” the prophet
adds the gracious intimation—* ke shall be saved out
of it.” (Hoseai. 11; Jer. xxx. 7.) In the latter pas-
sage, we see how the last crisis of the Jewish tribu-
lation is linked with the ¢ time of unexampled trouble,
that forms the burden of so many prophecies. And
as the tribulation itself is clearly caused by the hostile
invasion of Judea by a vast confederacy of all nations,
the Jews, to be the victims of it, must, of course,
have been previously restored in large numbers to
their own land.

It is remarkable, that while the fact of the Jewish
restoration is announced in, at least a hundred dif-
ferent passages of Scripture, its proximate cause and
the mode of its accomplishment are nowhere distinctly
revealed. 'We may, however, infer that after a great
complication of European politics, (under the action
of the seventh vial,) diplomatic motives may suggest
the re-settlement of the Jews in Palestine; a country
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that has ever proved itself a fertile source of dissension
to the Gentile powers. Thus the present “kings and
queens”’ of Christendom may, perhaps, become “ nurs-
ing fathers and nursing mothers” to the ¢ precious sons
of Zion.” (Isa. xlix. 23; Lam. iv. 2.) The latter, as
at the time of their first exodus from Egypt, will
find favour in the sight of their former oppressors,
and carry back goodly spoil and great treasures to
their ancient home. The “ground” that has lain
desolate for so many years will again “ give her in-
crease,” and the heaven over head ” no longer * of
brass,” will shed, as of old, its fertilizing showers.
(Zech. viii. 12; Deut. xxviii. 9.) But this season of
peace and prosperity will be but of brief duration.
Restored in an unconverted state,* but yet supposing
that the days of their mourning are ended, they will

® On this point there is much misapprehension, yet the teaching
of Scripture is very plain. The Redeemer is to *‘ come to Zion and
turn away ungodliness form Jacob;” Jacob, therefore, cannot be
uationally converted before the sccond advent. But the advent
does not take place until *all the people of the earth have been
gathered together against * Jerusalem.” For then it is * that the
Lord shall go forth and fight against those nations, as when He
fought in the day of battle;” then too, it is, that He shall at
length ** pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and supplication, and they shall
look upon Him whom they have pierced,” and * there shall be a
great mourning in Jerusalem.” (Zech. xii. 3—11; xiv. 9.)

It should also be noted, that the future restoration of the Jews
will probably, like their former return form Babylon, be in #oo
distinct stages ; the first, partial and political, accomplished by the
Gentile nations from motives of worldly policy; the last, plenary
and perhaps in part miraculous, effected by the more immediate
agency of God. It is to the latter only that such passages as the
following can possibly refer :—Deut. xxx. 4 ; Isaiah Ixvi. 8.
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speedily fall into a state of carnal ease and false
security. The ¢multitude of riches,” in which they
trusted, will now be their ruin. It is “to take a
spoil,—to take a prey,—to carry away silver and
gold,” that “Gog,” with “a great company and a
mighty army,” comes up against the land of Israel in
the latter days.*

Under this mighty leader, the Gentile nations,

" * That Russia, the great northern power of the present century,
is mainly intended by the ¢ Gog’ of the thirty-eighth and thirty-
ninth chapters of Ezekiel can scarcely, I think, admit of a doubt.
In connection with this idea, the following extract will be read
with interest :—

¢ Amidst the revolutionary earthquake which is shaking Europe from
east to west, there is one power regarded by the revolutionists with fear and
hatred, and by others with awe, as possibly the avenging rod of God’s anger,
in the wars and tumults which may be expected to arise. This power is
Russia.

But Russia, in times past, although strong in its myriads of warriors,
wielded by absolute power, has always been restrained by one necessity.
Russia, it was said, in 1813-1814, cannot move without the aid of British gold.

‘What has occurred within the last ten years? Why, the discovery of
mines of such extraordinary richness, in the Russian dominions, that this
Government, from being a borrower, has become a lender to all Europe!
More than six millions of gold is carried into the Emperor’s treasury every
year. Thus, in a very short space of time, a leading fact is wholy reversed,
and Russia, hitherto unable to move, is now put into possession of prolific
mines of marching resources. This fact is assuredly worthy of remark, and
may probably have been ordered by Divine Providence with a view to events
not yet devoloped, but possibly close at hand.””— Record, April, 1848.

The chapter on “ The latest Conflicts in the East,”” in Mr. Birks’
work, on *“ The Two later Visions of Daniel” (London, 1846,
Seeley’s) will also well repay perusal, though I should incline to
think that France, rather than England, is the * King of the South,”
in Daniel xi. 40.

*Gog’ is probably identical with the *King of the North"
(Dan. xi. 40); “the Assyrian” of Isaiah (x. 5; xiv. 25); the
* idol-shepherd” of Zechariah (xi. 17); the * proud man” of
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like the Egyptians under Pharaoh, pursue the un-
offending Israelites and assault them in the land to
which they had so lately been instrumental in restor-
ing them. For a while “ the destroyer” (Jer. iv. 7)
speeds on his way. - He takes Jerusalem, and in-
flicts the most atrocious cruelties on the wretched
inhabitants. (Zech. xiv. 2.) To the Jews them-
selves all would now appear to be lost, but it is
written, “yet a little while and the indignation
shall cease,” and the yoke of the oppressor be removed
from off their neck (Isaiah x. 25—27); for Israel
has, at length, “received” of the Lord ¢ double
for all her sins.” (Isaiah x1. 2.) The “cup of
trembling” is taken out of her hand (Isaiah xli.
17), and all the kings and nations of the earth are
compelled to drink it in her stead. (Jer. xxv. 15—28.)
“The Lord, also, will roar out of Zion and utter His
voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth
shall shake; but the Lord will be the hope of His
people, and the strength of the children of Israel.”
(Joel iii. 16.) “ As birds flying, so shall the Lord of
Hosts defend Jerusalem ; defending also He shall
deliver it; and passing over He shall preserve it.”
(Tsaiah xxxi. 5.) *“ And the slain of the Lord shall be
many.” (Isaiah lxvi. 16.) « For the day of vengeance

is in my heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.”
(Isaiah Ixiii. 4.)

Habakkuk (ii. 6); * the King of Babylon (Isaiah xiv. 4); ¢ the
Prince of Tyrus” (Ezekiel xxviii. 1—19).  From these and othet
kindred prophecies, the expectation of what is called *the last
Anti-Christ” is derived.
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We have now seen how the national deliverance of
Israel, and the overwhelming destruction of their
enemies, are both accomplished at—

II1. Tre CoMiNGg oF THE Lorp.*

This overpowering event is the central sun, if I
may so speak, of the whole prophetic system ; around
which all the bright promises of joy and peace, like
the starry constellations, are harmoniously arranged.
To this, as to a common focus of light and love, have
converged the hopes and aspirations of all God’s
faithful servants in every age. Of this, “ Enoch also,
the seventh from Adam, prophesied saying, Behold,
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints.”
(Jude ver. 14.) This day Abraham rejoiced to see
afar off, “and he saw it and was glad.” And this
“is the blessing with which Moses, the man of God,
blessed the children of Israel before his death ; say-
ing, The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from
Seir unto them ; He shined forth from Mount Paran,
He came with ten thousands of His saints.” (Deut.
xxxiii. 1, 2.) This was the theme that kindled the
loftiest strains of ¢ David’s harp of solemn sound,
(Psalm xviii. 29; xlv; 1; &c., &c.) and from Isaiah
to Malachi, was the burden of every prophet’s song.t

* A strange idea of the annihilation of our planet has taken
strong poseession of many minds, but this is nowhere taught in
Scripture. The *“ heavens and earth that now are,” are to perish
by fire, as the heavens and earth that were of old persished by water ;
that is (in the language of the Psalmist), * as a vesture they shall
be changed,” not destroyed. (See 2 Peter iii. 5—13; Ps. cii. 26.)

t Perhaps the most sublime passage in Scripture is Habakkuk's
description of the Lord's coming to judgment. (Hab. iii. 3—16.
Compare Deut. xxxiii. 2.)
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And “ Surely I come quickly,” are the latest words of
the Son of God. (Rev. xxii. 20.)

We have now briefly to consider the effects of
Christ’s blessed advent on the world at large. Even
here we shall find that certain stages of progress are
distinctly marked. Israel supplies the first example
of a nation wholly righteous, for of them it is written,
“ after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law
in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts;
and......... they shall all know me, from the least of
them unto the greatest.” (Jer. xxxi. 33, 34.) But
among the other nations of men in the flesh (as dis-
tinguished from the glorified saints of the first resur-
rection), we learn from Isaiah lxv. 20, that sin will
still exist, though rare, perhaps, and certainly without
the added violence of Satanic temptation, the great ad-
versary being now chained in the pit. But at the close
of the millennium, and after the judgment of “the great
white throne,” “ He that sat upon the throne said, Be-
hold, I make all things new.” (Rev. xxi. 5.) There
can now be no more sin, for ¢ there is no more death,”
“the wages of sin.” The “nations of them that are
saved,” walk in the light of the new Jerusalem, into
which no unclean thing can enter. The earth is now
“filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea;” and thus, at length, we have a righteous
world! But the promises of God are not even yet
exhausted, for we read that ¢ of the INCREASE of
his government and peace THERE SHALL BE NO END.”
(Isaiah ix. 6.) As to our own planet, we know that
its Creator “ made it not in vain, but formed it to be
inhabited.” (Isaiah xlv. 18.) But He who made the
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earth “made the stars also,” “ and calleth them all by
their names” (Psalm cxlvii. 4); and as these assuredly
were not “made in vain,” so neither, we may reason-
ably conclude, were they destined to remain unin-
habited for ever. ¢ Perhaps,” as Mr. Birks beautifully
suggests, “ perhaps, from our planet, honoured above
all worlds by the incarnation of the Son of God, other
worlds may be awaiting their destined possessors,” and
be prepared to echo the praises of God and of the Lamb,
as in the day when “ the morning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” (Job xxxviii.
7.) Thus ¢ universal,’ in the highest sense, will ¢ the
triumph of the Gospel’ eventually become !*

And now, having gazed for an instant on the
glories of the heavenly kingdom, it remains only to
inquire whether, to a devout and thoughtful mind,
there appear any marked and peculiar

SIGNS OF ITS APPROACH.

I need scarcely remind you that in His reply to the
anxious inquiries of the disciples (Matt. xxiv. 3), our
Lord gave them certain ‘signs’ of His coming to
judgment, and of the end of the age,—such as earth-
quakes, pestilences, and the like. For these ¢signs,’
the Church was strictly enjoined to “ watch,” and the
generation alive at the time of their exhibition was to

* It may be interesting to mark the stages, by which the Gospel
advances to its predestined triumph :—
1. In the present age we have only righteous indsviduals.
2. In the millennial age we have a righteous nation.
3. In the post-millennial age we have a righteous planet.
4. And finally, * in the ages to come,” (roic aidos ro exepxoperor,
Eph. ii. 7) a righteous unsverse.
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rejoice and “ hold up its head,” in the sure prospect
that redemption was drawing nigh. Such an injunc-
tion from the Saviour’s lips will not only serve to
justify the present inquiry, but will leave us wholly
without excuse if, like the Pharisees of old, we fail
to discern the signs of the times (Matt. xvi. 3), or
sy with the foolish servant, that our “ Lord delayeth
His coming.”

In addition to the signs communicated by Christ to
His disciples, many others are mentioned by the in-
spired writers,* which may be arranged and classified
in the following manner :—

* The tone of many uninspired writers is in itself a sign ; thus,
for example, wrote the late Dr. Arnold : —

“ Modern history appears to be not only a step in advance of
ancient history, but ke last step ; it appears to bear marks of the
fulness of time, as if there would be no future history beyond it!”
—Lectures on Modern History, p. 38.

Or take the following most remarkable passage from a recent
article in the Churchman’s Monthly Review :—

“The present is an era of fossil geology. In all directions the
buried remains of past ages are dug up and brought to light with
persevering zeal. The records of China, and the ruins of Copan
and Uxmal ; the sculptured triumphs of Sesostris, the mounds of
Babylon, the wanderings of Tarchon, the rocky sites of Petra, and
the long-lost cities of Sheba in the wilderness ; abbots from the
twelfth century, and the cloistered monks of the Nicene age,—all in
tun are brought out from their hiding-places, and rise like spectres
from their tombs. A thoughtful mind will perhaps discern, in this
rage for the discovery of antiquities, this rehearsal of all past history,
a sign of some great change that is approachsing, the consummation of
the whole course of Providence for siz thousand years. We find, in
the word of God, that at each remarkable crisis of mercy or judg-
ment a review is taken of all the past, as in the dying words of
Joshua. the song of the Levites, or the specch of the martyr Stephen.
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1. PuysicaL SieNs.  Great earthquakes in divers
places.!  Famines®  Pestilences3  Fearful sights
and great signs from heaven.! (Luke xxi. 11—25.)

And certainly, if these analogies have any weight, our recent litera-
ture yields us no slight token that the main crisis of the world’s Aistory
is near at hand. The past, in ten thousand forms, is made to con-
verge on the present, that we may thus be prepared for a future
which shall cast them both into the shade.—Page 474. 1844.

! « Earthquakes,” the A¢heneum lately remarked, * are more
numerous than formerly.” It was only in January last that the
town of Augusta, in Sicily, was entirely—except twenty-seven
houses—swallowed up by an earthquake.

? Never perhaps was a ‘famine’ more terrible than the ome
which even yet lingers in unhappy Ireland. In 1846, Sweden was
scourged with famine, as was Poland in 1845.

3 The cholera, that new plague of the nineteenth century,
threatens a fresh visitation.

¢ The “ fearful sights” (onucia, portents, prodigies) intended, are
no doubt meteors, comets, &c., such as we know from Josephus
preceded the destruction of Jerusalem. Of ‘meteors’ we read
accounts in all quarters; I shall cite only a few. From Antigua
Mr. Herkes writes (in the Unsted Service Magazine, March, 1848):
“On the 5th of January there appeared an infinitely magnificent
phenocmenon, which from its gorgeous red blaze must have been
apparent to the islands fifty leagues distant from Antigua. This
vast sheet of light was slow in its formation, and had a long fiery
tail. After having reached the climax of its glory, it shot hori-
zontally across the sky, casting a crimson vapour all around. The
entire duration must have been about five minutes, leaving all be-
holders in amazement.” From Ispahan the Rev. H. Stern writes
(in the Jewish Intelligence, March, 1848): *“ Before I conclude, I
must take notice of an extraordinary celestial phenomenon, which
was seen here on the night of the 5th instant. Mr. Sternschuss
and myself were led to observe it by noticing flashes of light
through the window, which illuminated our rooms. We both
hastened into the court to look for the cause of it, when we were
surprised to sce an angle of about ten feet by two, glowing with a
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Great hailstones.® (Ezekiel xiii. 11—13; Rev.
xvi. 21.)

2. SociaL or MoraL Signs. Wars and rumours
of wars® (Matt. xxiv. 6.) Distress of nations with
perplexity.” Men's hearts failing them for fear of the
things that are coming on the earth® The sea and the
waves roaring.® (Luke xxi. 25, 26.) Open scoffers.®

bright flame in the cloudless sky, and dispelling with its lurid fire
the darkness of the night. We were nearly twenty minutes ad-
miring its sublime aspect and the splendour of its radiancy.” In
the Montreal Gazette, January 31, 1848, we read: * On Friday
night, we witnessed a very singular meteoric phenomenon. The
whole heavens were filled with auroral lights. They did not, as
usual, arise from the north, but pencils of rays arose from the
whole circumference of the horizon; the appearance was equally
remarkable and splendid, and we never remember reading of any-
thing of the kind.” It may perhaps be objected that there have
always been similar displays ; then let the Edinburgh Encyclopedia
return the answer: *The most unaccountable of all the circum-
stances respecting the aurora borealis, is that it is not for much
more than a century that this phenomenon has been observed with
any degree of frequency in our latitudes.”” As to ‘comets,’ the.
Atheneum observes, * that they are losing their portentous cha-
racter, in their frequency and familiarity.”

5 From the accounts of many recent hailstorms of unusual cha-
racter, I select the following from a French paper: ** Hailstones of
sucredible size fell in the district of Eguilles, one of which weighed
ten pounds! The rest were truly enormous.”” (Memorial d’ Az,
Oct. 20, 1844.)

¢ Accounts of “ wars and rumours of wars” now daily throng
the columns of the newspapers. .

* Politicians are our witnesses here.

* The state of the Stock Exchange — especially as regards
Foreign Securities—is the best commentary.

* The “ waves’’ are doubtless the same as those of which St.
Jude speaks, as foaming out their own shame ;” 1. e., masses of
ungodly men. On the Continent they * roar horribly’ now.
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(2 Peter iii. 3; Jude, 18.) Perilous times."" (2 Tim.
iii. 1—7.) Diffusion of prophetic light* (Hab. ii.
2, 8.) Increase of knowledge.* Era of locomotion.'s
(Dan. xii. 4.) Accumulation of wealth? Cry of
unrequited labour.®  Recklessness and sensuality."

1 What is Punchk, the most popular of our periodicals, but a
« geoffer '* at all that is dignified and holy ?

1 Nearly twenty distinct features of these ** perilous times” are
enumerated by St. Paul ; not one of which but is strikingly cha-
racteristic of the period in which we live. What, for example, can
better describe the fashionable (i.e., ZTractarian) religion of the
day, than the *“ kaving a form of Godliness but denying the power
thereof.” To uphold sacramental forms, and to despise—I fear
from ignorance of its nature—#rue conversion of heart, is of the
essence of this awful heresy.” For fuller illustrations of St. Paul’s
remarkable prophecy, I must refer the reader to Abdiel's Essays
(Simpkin and Co. London, 1843); Bosanquet's Principles of Ewvil,
&ec., &e.

» That the diffusion of prophetic light is one of the most re-
markable features of the age, the works of Elliott, Birks, &c., will
amply justify me in asserting. An extract from a work of the
former (published upwards of four years ago) is annexed to this
pamphlet, to prove the extent to which this light has been vouch-
safed. (See Extract. See also Dr. Cummings’s Apocalyptic
Sketches ; the Rev. R. Purdon’s Tracts on 7The Last Vials, &e.

3 Of this sign, and its conspicuous fulfilment, it is quite un-
necessary to speak.

" The same may be said of the *“ era of locomotion.” All
mankind are *running to and fro.” The * swift messengers” of
Isaiah (xiii. 2) are ploughing the deep, and the * fiery chariots ** of
Nahum * running like the lightnings”* across the length and breadth
of the land. (Nahum ii. 3, 4.) It is probable that the word
N7, rendered “ swift beasts,” (Isaiah lxvi. 20) more properly
denotes “swift machines;” so that the wonder of the age, *the
iron horse,” may be destined to bear its part in the restoration of
Tsrael.

> and ' The ‘increase of capital,’ and *increase of pauperism,’
both remarkably characterize the age.
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(James v. 1—5; Matt. xxiv. 38.) Preaching of the
Gospel.™® (Matt. xxiv. 14; Rev. xiv. 6.)

3. CaronNorogIcAL SigNs. Including the termina-
tion of the chief prophetic periods.”®

4. SIGNS CONNECTED WITH THE RESTORATION oF
Iseaer. [N.B. The passage in Psalm cii. 16,
“when the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear
in His glory,” proves that these two events synchro-
nise, and that therefore what is a sign of the one is
equally a sign of the other.*]

¥ It cannot be denied that this is a reckless pleasure-loving age ;
especially if we judge of it by the state of the Continental nations.

» This glorious sign is eminently characteristic of the present
century. The everlasting Gospel has already been, or is now,
preached ““ as a witness to all nations.” It was the absence of thss
sign that led Augustine to doubt the nearness of the consummation
so generally expected in his day.

» Mr. Fysh enumerates no fewer than twelve of these, all of
which terminate in about twenty years, or less, from the present
time. (See his ‘* Examination of Anastasis.” Seeleys, 1847) ; see
also the diagram of the convergent endings of the chief prophetic
periods in Elliott’s * Hore,” vol. iv.

® I can only enumerate the following :—1. The state of the
cities, land, and population of Judea, now (as never before) exactly
corresponding with the description in Isaiah vi.11—13. 2. The in-
terest taken in the Jewish cause, and all that concerns Zion. (Ps. cii.
17.) 8. A great increase in the numbers of the Jewish people
(compare Acts vii. 17). 4. Drying up of the mystic Euphrates,
(or Mahometan power) in order that the way for the ¢ Kings of the
East’ (the Jews) may be prepared. (Rev. xvi. 12.) 5. Present at-
titude of Popery. It is clear (as even the Rabbis admit) that
there can be no full restoration of Israel, until Babylon the Great
has been destroyed. But her attitude, just before her final
overthrow, is thus described, Rev. xviii. 7, 8, “ She saith in
her heart, I si¢ a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.



18

The whole of the above—and others might be added*
—are either already fulfilled, or in rapid course of fulfil-
ment at the present time. And surely when we see an
array of evidence, at once so varied and so marvellous,
all distinctly pointing in the same direction, it were
madness—worse than madness—to affect to despise
it! And even if—as on some former occasions—¥
events should not realize our hopes and anticipations,
an error like this would do us no harm ; for watch-
fulness is the attitude that best becomes the Christian

TrEREFORE shall her plagues come in one day, death and mourning
and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire, for
strong is the Lord that judgeth her.” Now, in the Tabdlet, (a
leading Romish paper) and in a prominent position, there appeared,
not long since, a blasphemous story relating to the Abbess of Minx.
This celebrated personage was represented as engaged all night
in interceding for the Catholic Church, and the following words are
said to have been addressed to her, under circumstances too awful
to narrate: ** Fear not, my child, 7 kave not left my Church a
widow, but have raised up a Pontiff after my own heart, Pius the
Ninth.” Thus Rome, in the words she has so audaciously put into
the Saviour’s lips. has all unconsciously tolled her own knell !

* E. g. “ The mystic Euphrates seems now to own that its bed
is dry, and gives warning that the true Cyrus is near at hand.”—
Hope of Apostolic Church, p. 238. Nisbet, 1845.

t An expectation of the nearness of the advent has extensively
prevailed at various periods, especially at the breaking up of the
Pagan Empire of Rome, and at the close of the tenth century. But
the universality of the impression was sufficient to prove it to be
erroneous. To the world, * that day” will come as a thief in the
night ; but for the comfort of Christ’s little flock, St. Paul adds,
“ that day shall not overtake THEM as a thief.” (1 Thess. v. 4.)
At present, the warning is raised only by the despised evangelical
party, and the little heed paid to it is a great additional pledge
of its truth.
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wayfarer. But, though I put the alternative, I con-
fess I scarcely feel the doubt. A streak o