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PREFACE.

THERE is no page of history which is at once so
fascinating in the dramatic interest of its scenes,
and so momentous as that which records the story
of the Huguenots—none more worthy of the careful
study of thoughtful men. Whether judged by its
motive, its influence, or its episodes, it is equally
grand. Sublimer than any epic, it depicts a strug-
gle to renovate the individual, the church, and so-
ciety at large.

Isolated phases of the history of the Huguenots
have been often and vividly portrayed in our Eng-
lish letters: poets have celebrated many thrilling
cepisodes; romancists have given full play to the
imagination; biographers have recited the lives of
many illustrious men; historians have dwelt upon
numerous stirring scenes: but these are the mosaics
of history—broken voices, telling half the tale.

" Nearly all of the English histories which bear
upon this subject, deal with particular periods—with
the epoch of the Vaudois, with the age of Calvin,
with the era of Coligny, with the times of Henri
Quatre, and with collateral reformatory movements.
This volume covers five of the most eventful centu-
ries since Christ: it traces the story up through the
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ages from the first murmur of dissent from Rome to
the revocation of the edict of Nantes; and the sketch
of the Vaudois, those early but much neglected
teachers, is especially full. The story of the six-
teenth century, distinctively the era of the Reforma-
tion, is not as minute in this volume as in some
others, but an effort has been made to give an au-
thoritative and succinct detail of all essential in-
cidents. )

The materials for the compilation of such a work
are vast, but ill-digested ; to collect and glean them
has been no slight task. Most of the standard
authorities have been consulted, and in addition to
these, a thousand pages of subsidiary mattex, per-
sonal narratives, diaries, memoirs, from the graphic
pens of contemporaneous actors in the drama, have
been liberally used. It is not necessary to recapitu-
late their titles, these will be found scattered through
the body of the book; and numerous notes have
been added, where they seemed likely to enhance
the interest or to elucidate the text.

The series of which this volume is one has not
been written for the instruction of mere scholars;
no effort is made to pour light culled from pedantic
lore upon mooted and nice points of history; they
are plain tales of momentous eras. They are
sketched for the edification of the masses; written
with attempted care and accuracy, but compiled
from every available and authoritative source, and
with no especial claim to originality. Whatever
seemed vivid and important and interesting, where-
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ever it rested, has been seized and grouped into
this picture of “ times that tried men’s souls.”
Of course a volume which covers so broad a
 field must be, in some sense, a summary of events,
and the problem which the historian has to solve is
lthizs: How shall an epitome be made graphic, be
vivified, be made to speak—to tell its own story?
How shall this summary be made to refleet an ac-
curate likeness of the past, and appear not to be a
summary? “The reproduction of contemporary
documents,” remarks a writer whose pages have be-
come classic, “is not the only business of the his-
torian. He must do more than exhume from the
sepulchre in which they are sleeping, the relics of
men and things of times past, that he may exhibit
them in the light of day. Men value highly such a
work, and those who perform it, for it is a neces-
sary one ; yet it is not sufficient. Dry bones do not
faithfully represent the men of other days. They
did not live as skeletons, but as beings full of life
and activity. The historian is not simply a resur-
rectionist ; he needs—strange but necessary ambi-
tion—a power that can restore the dead to life.
“When a historian comes across a speech of
one. of the actors in the great drama of human af-
fairs, he ought to lay hold of it as a pearl; he
should weave it into his tapestry in order to relieve
the duller colors, and give more solidity and brill-
iancy.. Whether the speech be met with in the
writings of the actor himself, or in those of the
chroniclers, is a matter of no importance; he should
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take it wherever he finds it. The history which ex-
hibits men thinking, feeling, and acting as they did
in their lifetime, is of far higher value than those
purely intellectual compositions in which the actors
are deprived of speech and even of life.”

It is a favorite sophism of the Romanist philoso-
phers, that Protestantism is a mushroom growth—
an upstart of yesterday, without antiquity or patris-
tical authority. But epigrammatic sneers do not
overthrow plain historic facts. The lineage of
Christian dissent from the tenets of the papacy is
as venerable and as well ascertained as that of the
Roman hierarchy. This antique dissent is essen-
tially that form of belief which is now denominated
Protestantism. '

“Nothing,” says Brook, “has so much ob-
structed the progress of Christianity in the world as
the absurd and selfish doctrines, the superstitious
and slavish practices, which have been blended with
it by the wicked wit of man. As the religion of
Jesus Christ was for many centuries almost buried
under so great a mass of rubbish that it could
scarcely be distinguished from the foulest pagan-
ism; so to free Christianity from these heteroge-
neous mixtures, and to fix it on its only founda-
tion—faith in Christ—unclouded and unencumbered
by human appendages, is the noblest work of man,
and the greatest benefit to society.”

This was the effort of the Huguenots. They
found the Bible silent, covered with the dust of
ancient libraries, in some places secured by an iron
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chain. —a sad image of the interdict under which it
was placed in the Christian world. The Reforma-
tion was an enfranchisement ; these words of Christ
were its motto : “ THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE.”

One of the chief lessons of the history of the
Huguenots, is the sinfulness and the uselessness of
persecution for religious opinion. It inculcates with
persuasive eloquence the sacredness of conscience ;
it is at once an inspiration and an admonition; des-
canting upon the virtuous actions of the heroes of
the past who fought the “good fight” for God and
liberty, it repeats the scriptural command, “Go
thou and do likewise ;” depicting the vicious diplo-
macy of the Vatican, whose motto was then, as it
is now, “ The end justifies the means,” and that other
twin maxim, that “no faith is fo be kept with heretics,”
it warns the present and the future to shun the vices
of Babylonish Rome ; as Seneca has hymned it:

““Consulere patritwe ; parcere afflictis ; ferd \—\
Ceede abstinere ; tempus atque irse dare ;

Orbi quietem ; s@culo pacem suo :
Hsec summa virtus ; petitur hiic coelum vid.”

Liberty of thought, liberty of faith, liberty of
worship—this was the aspiration of the Huguenots.
It is singular what an inevitable tendency there
was in the movement towards republicanism—as
if the democracy of Christianity necessitated the
democracy of politics. But the Christ they taught
was not simply the apostle of political libez%.
“The greatest and most dangerous of despotisms,”
says D’Aubigné, “is that beneath which the de-

Huenennts 2
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praved inclination of human nature, the deadly in-
fluence of the world, sin, miserably subjects the
human conscience. In order to become free out-
wardly, men must first succeed in being free in-
wardly. In the human heart there is a vast country
to be delivered from slavery—abysses which man
cannot cross alone, heights which he cannot climb
unaided, fortresses he cannot take, armies he can-
not put to flight. In order to conquer in this
moral battle, man must unite with One stronger than
himself—the Son of God.”




THE HUGUENOTS.

CHAPTER I.

THE VAUDOIS.
Vodiva

THE venerable muse of history recites many
lessons which are full of tears, but upon no occa-
sion does her voice sink into deeper pathos than
when she relates the story of French Protestantism.
From its inception in the grey dawn of the Chris-
tian era, down through the dismal centuries to the
crowning disaster of the revocation of the edict of
Nantes, it is one prolonged tragedy. The night of
persecution is only illuminated by the marvellous
constancy, the patient meekness, the Christian hero-
ism, and the deep devotion of these earliest Protes-
tants, who were called the Vaupois at the outset,
and afterwards the Huauvenors., -7« ©

God seems to have designed their moving story
to be the convincing proof not only of the vitality of
Christianity, but also of the woful cost at which it
has been planted and preserved. Such a consider-
ation adds new grandeur to a ehapter of history
which isindeed intrinsically momentous, and makes
it still more worthy of the attentive study of thought-
ful minds.

L ]
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History attests that the sixteenth century was
the epoch of the Reformation. But revolutions are
not made—they grow. “First the blade, then the
ear, then the full corn in the ear.”* The Reforma-
tion had its forerunner in the wilderness—its John
the Baptist. It is not an isolated fact, a picture
standing out upon the historic canvas without a
background. There were preceding intellectual
insurrections, which, however unhappy in their sep-
arate denouement, yet led inevitably to that frium-
phant movement which finally, by the aid of Faust’s
type and Luther’s luminous eloquence, enfranchised
Christendom.

Anterior to Luther, anterior to that Bradwar-
dine who, in the cloister of the Oxford University,
taught Wickliffe ethics,t apostles were found who
held tenaciously, and who zealously inculcated,
both by their precepts and by their blameless lives,
the essential tenets of the Reformation. And though
the feudal system, which banished uniformity of
laws and customs, and made each petty lord a des-
pot in his own pocket-handkerchief territory, the
obstacles to free intercourse between the nations,
the prevailing ignorance, the absence of those
mighty magicians, steam and the printing-press,
which have conjured modern civilization into exist-
ence, and above all, the fanaticism of a priestly oli-
garchy, united their powerful hands to throttle the
infant reform of these early teachers, we ought not

* St. Mark 4:28.
1 D’Aubigné’s Hist. of Ref. in Eng,, p. 84.
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for these reasons to withhold our grateful recogni-
tion of their faithful service and martyrdom; nor
ought we to remain in ignorance of the momentous
influence which these voices, raised in the dim twi-
light of Christianity, exerted upon medisval life
and thought, long before Europe was animated by
a murmur from the grave of Wickliffe, from the
ashes of Huss, or from the vigils of Calvin.

In the fourth century,* after enduring a perse-
cution of remorseless severity with that patient,
unfaltering heroism which is one of its most marked
characteristics, Christianity, in the person of that
Constantine who fought under the ‘flaming cross”
which his heated imagination had descried in the
heavens beneath the sun, with the inscription, “ In
hoc stgno vinces”’—By this sign thou shalt conquer +—
ascended the Roman throne,and thenceforward, cov-
ered by the imperial purple, secured protection and
controlled the government; so that the successive
bishops of that feeble church which St. Pay] had
planted under the shadow of the throne of the Cee-
sars, gradually arrogated to themselves the supreme
authority both in spiritual and in temporal affairs.
Under Constantine, and indeed so late as Charle-
magne, these bishops or popes were elected by the
priests, nobles, and people of Rome, and this election
could be voided by the veto of the emperor.f But

* Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, chap. XX.
Mosheim’s Eccl. Hist., (Murdock’s translation,) ete.

+ awuseviug’ “Vita Constantini,” Lib. L., chap. XXVIII. Wad-
dington’s Hist. of the Chh., Pt. I, p. 82. Gibbon, chap. XX.

{ Waddington’s Hist. of the Chh., p. 205.
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the death of Charlemagne was the signal for the
most determined and unscrupulous effort on the
part of the Roman bishops, not only to free them-
selves from the imperial trammels by securing the
independence of papal election, but also to usurp
dominion over the Western empire, and to subdue
to unquestioning vassalage the entire ecclesiastical
and lay bodies.* TUnhappily this utter departure
from the primitive simplicity and humility was ac-
quiesced in very generally, until, under Hildebrand -
in the ‘eleventh century, the stupendous structure
of the papal despotism gloomed upon the misty
horizon, awful and irresistible. .

Then for five centuries the most atrocious vices,
the most unchecked wickedness, the most unbridled
sacerdotal ambition, and the most meaningless cer-
emonies corrupted and disgraced religion. It was
the saturnalia of the church. Nominal Christian-
ity ruled Europe and some portions of the African
territgry which fringed the Mediterranean sea, but
vital piety lay torpid; stat nominis umbra. A priest-
caste anchored itself in the prejudices and supersti-
tions of the people; an oligarchy was built up, whose -
right hand was usurped authority linked with spirit-
ual pride, and whose left hand was dogmatism
and bigotry fiercer than the pagan.

Then a few true hearts revolted ;+ they yearned
to reinaugurate the primitive practice of apostolic
days, and this was the first dissent. But from the

* Waddington's Ch. Hist., Pt. IIL., p. 205.
t Bossuét's Histoire des Variations.
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germ of that feeble protest has growh the full flower
of modern civilization and Christianity.

It was not until the eleventh century that Rome
fully awoke to the danger which menaced her unity
from the new ‘“heresy,”* though from the fourth
century she had persecuted those isolated individu-
als who, through rashness or regardless zeal, had
overstepped that prudence which necessitated se-
crecy, and ventured openly to proclaim the apostolic
tenets.t But now acting with her accustomed en-
ergy, and greatly startled by the spread of. the dis-
sent, and by the increasing baldness of its advo-
cates, she summoned those mailed crusaders whom
she had just hurled upon the Saracen, and bade
them tread out the reform under their iron heels.

The whole south of Europe was more or less
infected with the dissenting tenets, but their chief
seat was in Southern France, that beautiful country
which extends around the mouth of the Rhone, and
stretches westward to the city of Toulouse, and
southward to the Pyrenees—a territory which com-
prised the old governments of Avignon, Provence,
and Languedoc.”} @y n

Christian liberty is indebted to a sect of eastern
extraction, called, from their professed imitation of
St. Paul, the Paulicians,§ for the impulse given in
these early centuries to religious inquiry. By the

© Introduc. to the Eng. trans. of Sismondi's Hist. of the Cru-
sades against the Albigenses, p. 1. t Ibid.

} Bossuét’s Histoire des Variations, Liv. IX.

§ Sismondi’s Hist. of the Crus. against the Albig., p. 23. Gib-
bon’s Decline and Fall of the R. Empire, Chap. LIV.
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various chances of war, of trade, of peréecntion,' and
of missionary enterprise—for they were indefatiga-
ble proselyters—the Paulicians spread from their
Asiatic cradle throughout Southern Europe with
singular rapidity; and the suddenness with which
they sprang into existence, their simultaneous ap-
pearance in widely separated sections, and the
secrecy with which they taught, gave them an im-
posing-air of mystery, while it magnified their power
and resources in the popular estimation.

Though the Paulicians were certainly, notwith-
standing their vehement disclaimers, somewhat
tainted with the Manichean* errors, and with the
principles of Gnosticism,t and though they held

© The MANICHEES were an ancient Persian sect who held to
the tenets of Zoroaster, a man of whom little is known outsxde of
his theological code, whose age is problematical, though he flour-
ished many centuries before the Christian era, and whose history
is shrouded in the most misty tradition. The leading idea of hir
creed was, that the world derived its present form from two pri-
mary principles, the one good, the other evi. The former was
described as the parent of light, and of our rational nature ; the
latter as the parent of darkness, and of the material system. These
rival powers were viewed as not only the creators, but the govern-
ors of this mixed order of affairs. Hence the perpetual conflict
between good and evil in the mnatural and moral worlds. But
above these two powers sat enthroned a supreme deity, Mithra,
whose emblem was the sun, or in its absence the sacred fire which
was never extinguished. The heavenly bodies, matter, the souls
of men—all things were possessed of a species of intelligence, and
were happy in proportion to their closeness to Mithra, who was
eventually to refine and restore all intelligences to the great source
Zom which they were said to have proceeded. See Vaughan’s
¢ Causes of the Corruption of Christianity,” Lec. V., p. 170.

t The extravagant theory which, in the age of the apostles or
soon afterwards, became known under the designation of GNog«
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some doctrines which could not but render them
odious to the apostolic church: as that all matter
was intrinsically depraved and the source of moral
evil ; that the universe was shaped from chaos by a
secondary being, by whom the Mosaic dispensation
was given, and by whom the Old Testament was
inspired ; and that the body in which Christ ap-
peared upon earth, and his crucifixion, were appar-
ent, not real ;* yet they had not been debauched by
the enormous corruptions of the Roman see, and
they abhorred and incessantly inveighed aguinst the
worship of saints, the use of images, relics, pom-
.pous ceremonies, and ecclesiastical domination.t
In different countries the Paulicians were known
by different names. 'When they crossed the channel

TicisM, and which played an important part in the early history
of Christianity, was derived in part from the cabalistic dogmas of
the Alexandrian Jews, in part from the leading doctrines of Pla-
tonism, but still more from the Oriental or Manichean theology.
GrostrcisM is chiefly distinguished from the Oriental doctrines
by its adoption of the fanciful conceits of Plato, by its more vision-
ary details with regard to celestial bodies, and by its admission of
many of the gospel articles of belief. The ¢¢Christian Gnostics,”
a8 they were called, not only held to the two principles of good
and evil described by Zoroaster, but they thought that Mithra, or
Bythus, the supreme deity, had dispatched Christ to the earth as
his instrument, that he might remedy the evil inflicted on the
souls of men by Demiurgos, the former of the material world, and
deliver mankind from their connection with matter, while at the
same time he procured for them the gift of perfection in divine
knowledge. From the assumption that the path in which they
trod could alone lead to this valuable possession, these errorists
were named Gnostics, which signifies the knowing, the enlightened.
See Vaughan, Lecture V., p. 204.
© Intro. to Eng. trans. of Sismondi.
t Matter's ¢ Histoire du Gnosticisme.”
. o*
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into England they were called Publicans, a prob-
able corruption of the original designation. In
Germany they were termed, from the blamelessness
of their lives, Cathart, or the Pure. In France they
were named Bos Homos, good men ; while in Italy,
and on the Alpine frontier, they were styled Pa-
terins.* . :

The mission of the Paulicians appears to have
been to awaken a spirit of inquiry, to accustom men
to hear the haughty and fraudulent pretensions of
the Roman diocese denied, and thus to prepare the
way for a higher gnd holier ecclesiastical develop-
ment. Meantime upon these bold dissenters was
launched the awful malediotion of the church of
Rome. Nor did that merciless hierarchy content
itself with simply placing them under the ban; it
used every weapon which wit could suggest dr
which a Satanic ingenuity could devise to exter-
minate the heresy.

‘While the din of this ecclesiastical strife still
resounded throughout Europe, in the middle of the
twelfth century a sect which wrapped itself in the
apostolic mantle, which carried in its hand the
primitive taper, and which is venerated by the later
Protestants, and respected even by the Romanists,
reared its head and began to teach with authorita-
tive mildness. The Vaudoist commenced to prop-

* Gibbon, chap. 54.

t Authorities differ concerning the origin of the names Vau-
dois, Waldenses, and Albigenses, for by all three of them were
these reformers indiscriminately called.. Perhaps the most com-
petent writers have decided that Vaudois was derived from those
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agate their tenets in the territories of the Aragoness
and in Southern France.*

Standing midway between two mighty revolu-
tions, the epoch of the Vaudois stretches forth a
. hand to both. It leans upon the period of the
establishment of Christianity as Its precursor, and
brings forward the Rbformation of the sixteenth
century as its direct descendant. 'What then were
its salient characteristics? Of what a warp and
what a woof was the garment of its Christianity
woven ?

Piedmontese valleys whence the sect received their creed, and
which were called in the Piedmontese pafois, Vaux; that Wal-
dense is a derivitive of Waldo, the name of a famous teacher among
the Vaudois ; and that Albigenseis derived from the ancient duchy
of Alby, where large numbers of the Vaudois resided. See Ven-
ema, Sismondi, and others.

* Bossuét, Hist. des Variations.
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CHAPTER II.

THE PROVENGALS.
.

- FRANCE during the feudal period did not form a
united monarchy. It was ruled by four indepen-
dent kings; so that the north of France was Wal-
loon, a name afterwards confined to the French
Flemings, and which was then given to the language
spoken by Philip Augustus; towards the west was
an English France; to the east a German France;
and in the south a Spanish or Aragonese France.*

Spain also was somewhat similarly divided.
The Moors, an exotic race, held most of the penin-
sula ; Castile and Aragon were still separate and
often inimical kingdoms.t Although Catalonia,
Provence, and Languedoc had originally formed
portions of the swollen and clumsy empire of Char-
lemagne, yet when, no longer shaped by his plastic
hand, the heterogeneous mass crumbled to pieces,
these territories more or less completely allied
themselves to the Aragonese throne; so that it was
with difficulty that even the powerful Count of Tou-
louse, the hereditary lord of Provence and of For-
calquier, surrounded as he was by a brilliant retinue
of vassals and loyal states, could maintain his inde-
pendence of the Spanish king.}

* Sismondi, Histoire des Frangais, p. 28.
t Prescott, Ferdinand and Isabella, Vol. L, passim.
} Sismondi, Hist. des Frangais, p. 30.
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These territories were then the garden of the
world, bright and sunny as that Goshen of old.*
They were the home of the exiled arts, of poetry, of
painting, of music, of sculpture. The Provengal
slopes bore up an industrious and intellectual race,
who, more familiar with the Greek text than with
the Greek phalanx, abjured war, garnered wealth in
commerce, and found culture in study. The whole
Pyrenean country offered the strongest contrast to
the rest of Europe, which was wrapped in a darkness
to be felt and seen, like that of Egypt.

During the feudal ages, the whole intellectual
horizon of northern Europe was singularly clouded.
Poetry was unknown. Philosophy was proscribed,
as a rebellion against religion. A barbarous jargon
of provincial dialects had supplanted that sounding
Latin which had preserved so many trophies of
thought and taste. Commerce was unknown. A
library of a hundred manuscript volumes was
esteemed a magnificent endowment for the wealth-
iest monastery. Not a priest south of the Thames,”
in king Alfred’s phrase, “could translate Latin or
Greek into his mother-tongue.”t Not a philoso-
pher could be met with in Italy, according to Tiri-

boschi. Europe was
‘‘rent asunder—

The rich men despots, and the poor banditti ;
Sloth in the mart, and schism within the temple ;
Brawls festering to rebellion ; and weak laws
Rotting away with rust in antique sheaths.”}

* Genesis, chaps. 45-47, passim.

1 Hallam, Hist. of the Middle Ages.

{ Bulwer Lytton’s ¢Richelien.”
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But these dismal shadows grow fainter and
fainter as we advance towards the south, until, in
Languedoc, in Provence, in Catalonia, the twilight
reddened and broadened into day./ “Knowledge,”
said Lord Bacon, “is spread over the surface of a
country in proportion to the facilities of education,
to the free circulation of books, to the endowments
and distinctions which literary attainments are
found to produce, and above all, to the reward which
they meet in the general respect and approbation
of society.”* | The Provengals understood this law
which the great Englishman so finely states. The
corner-stone of their prosperity was laid in fostered
letters. ‘“From Ganges to the Icebergs” there
could be found no more civilized society.

“The arts
Quit for their schools, the old Hesperides,
The golden Italy! while throughout the veins
Of their whole empire flowed in strengthening tides
Trade, the calm health of nations ; and from the ashes
Of the old feudal and decrepit carcass, .
Civilizs,gion, on her luminous wings,
Soared, phoenix-like, to heaven.”}

This singular people had elaborated a language
of remarkable beauty from the old French patois.
It was distinguished from all the medimval dialects
by its rich vocabulary, its picturesque phrases, and
its flexibility.}

The Provengal tongue, studied by all the genius
of the age, consecrated to the innumerable songs

* Bacon’s Advancement of Learning.
+ Bulwer Lytton’s ‘Richelieu.”
t Sism, Hist. des Frangais, p. 30.
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of love and war, and to the stirring psalms of praise,
appeared certain to become the most elegant of
modern languages.

The various courts of the smaller princes among
whom these arcadian provinces were divided, as-
pired to be models of taste, politeness, and purity.
Like all commercial communities, the Provencals
were more addicted to the arts of peace than to the
stern science of war. Their cities were numerous
and flourishing, their governments were framed on
the ancient democratic models, and consuls, chosen
by a popular vote, possessed the privilege of form-
ing communes, as did those Italian republics, Ven-
ice, Genoa, Florence, with which they traded.*

To the south of the Provengals lay the dominions
of the Spanish Moors, a remarkably refined and
civilized people. They were already masters of a
great portion of the east, of the country of the
Magi and the Chaldeans, whence the first light of
knowledge had shone upon the world ; of that fer-
tile Egypt, the storehouse of human science ; of
Asia Minor, the smiling land where poetry and the
fine arts had their birth; and of burning Africa,
the country of impetuous eloquence and subtle in-
tellect. Yet; pushed by a territerial greed which
knows no parallel, the Moriscoes had recently, by
a series of victories as brilliant as the Arabian con-
quests of Syria and Egypt, added the Spanish pe-
ninsula to their enormous eastern domain. They
had even attempted to carry the fiery creed of their

* Bism. Hist des Frangais, p. 31.
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prophet from the Levant by way of the Danube to
the Arctic ocean upon one side, and from the rock
of Gibraltar to the English channel upon the other.
Confined, however, within the limits of the Pyre-
nees by the prowess of Charles Martel at Tours, the
Moors gave up the Mahommedan principle of con-
quest, and sought, by planting numerous schools
and by patronizing learning, to conquer Europe by
the Oriental philosophy, if they could not by Ma-
homet’s sword ; at the same time, by an admirable
code of liberal laws, they strove to establish a peace-
ful and permanent dominion in the Spanish penin-
sula.*

An active and profitable commercial intercourse
with these polished infidels, and also with the Jews,
bhad enlarged the capacity of the Provencals, and
convinced them of the folly of the prevalent big-
otry. Thus their land became the asylum of all
dissenters from Rome. They respected the sacred
rights of conscience at a time when the peoples to
the north of the Loire not only rattled their secular
chains; but when they lay lassoed at the feet of their
priests, under the complete dominion of fanaticism.

At this period, the Spaniards also, afterwards
the most bigoted of modern races, the unhesitating
butchers of the Inquisition, the volunteer, executers
of the wildest caprices of the papacy, emulated the
toleration of their Provengal cousins, for they still
remembered the time when they had themselves
been compelled to sue for religious freedom under

@ Prescott’s Ferdinand and Isabells, Vol. I,, passim.
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the Moorish yoke. Indeed, a century before the
Sicilian Vespers, the kings of Aragon were the de-
clared protectors of all who were persecuted by the
papal despotism. In imitation of the Castilian sov-
ereigns, they were upon one occasion the mediators
for the Vaudois at the court of Rome, and upon
another, their mailed defenders in the field.*

Even before the first mutter of the Vaudois dis-
sent, the arrogant pretensions of the papal see had
not imposed upon the enlightened Provengals, who
despised the licentiousness of the priesthood, the
credulity of the Romish believers, and the pompous
ceremonies of the church.t

The Troubadours, as those minstrel-poets were
called who were formed in the Moorish schools of
Grenada, Cordova, and Seville, and who went from
castle to castle keeping aglow the embers of litera-
ture by reciting their tales and chanting their mad-
rigals, had very early launched their satirical verses
at the abuses of the papacy.

One of the most celebrated of the troubadours,
Pierre Cardinal, who sang in the twelfth century,
levelled this sirvente} at the Roman vices:

“Indulgences and pardons, God and the devil, /
the priests put them all in requisition. Upon these |
they bestow paraddse by their pardons; upon those,.
perdition by their excommunications. They inflict
blows which cannot be parried. No one is so skil-

© Sism., Literature of the South of Europe, Vol. L, p. 115.
t Lampe, Eccles. Hist.
$ Sirvente is the provengal French for the English word, satire.
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ful in imposition, that they cannot impose upon
him. There are no crimes for which the monks
cannot give absolution. To live at ease, to buy the
' whitest bread, the best fish, the finest wine—this is
- their object the whole year round. God willing, I
"too would be of this same order, if I but thought
that I could purchase my salvation at that price.”*

It will be seen from this recital how well the
Catalonians and the Provencals were prepared by
their simplicity of manners, by their tolerant prin-

ciples, by théir studious habits, by their active intel- *

ligence, by their commercial customs, and by their
preéxisting prejudice against the Roman usurpa-
tions, for the reception of that mild and primitive
Christianity which was about to flood their valleys
with its light.

Towards the middle of the fourth century, while
the newly converted emperor, Constantine, was in-
scribing the bastard legends of a paganized Chris-
tianity upon those banners which had before been

surmounted by the hungry eagles of the early em- -

pire, and cementing the foundations of the papacy,
a few sincere Italian ecclesiastics of Milan, dissatis-
fied with the increasing corruptions of the grandly
simple faith which they so dearly loved, withdrew
from Italy, and erected their Eberfezer in the beauti-
ful, secluded, and labyrinthine valleys of Piedmont.t

* Sism., Literature of Southern Europe, Vol. I., p. 103.

t D. Vaissete, Hist. de Languedoc, Vol. IIL, p. 129. Brown-
ing, Hist. of the Huguenots, p. 14. Huguenots in France and
America, Intro. chap., p. 18.
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Here, kneeling at their primitive altars, and shut

out as well from the temptations of the world as

from its honors, the simple invocation, “ Our Fa-

ther, who art in heaven,” diffused light, liberty, and '
happiness around them, as it did around those first

Christians, who were ever found, in mountain des-

ert and in the open air, in dungeons and in fetters,

yes, even in the awful Golgotha of the catacombs,

with the same sublime prayer upon their lips.

Though these inoffensive pilgrims were taunted by

their enemies with the epithet, Manicheans, yet it

has been conclusively shown, by unimpeachable

historians, that their confession of faith, like that

of their disciples, the Vaudois, was pure Protestant-

ism, and would have obtained the approbation of
Calvin or of Beza.*

In 1124, three men, whose names ecclesiastical
history loves to take upon its lips, Peter of Bruys,
Henry, and Arnold of Brescia, and who are doubly
dear on account of the martyrdom which they suf-
fered for their sacred cause, lighted their torches
at the pure altar of the Piedmontese, and carried

_the light of reformatien from those obscure vales
into the Provengal territories.t

The first discovery of a congregation of this
kind was at Orleans, in France, where several of
the regular clergy, and numbers of the most re-

* Browning, Hist. of the Huguenots, p. 14. Lampe, Hist.
Eccl., p. 246-249. ,

t D. Vaissette, Hist. de Languedoc, Vol. IL, p. 98. Hugue-
nots in France and America, Intro. chap., p. 18.
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spectable citizens were open adherents of the Pied-
montese tenets.* A council was immediately con-
vened, which, after laboring in vain to reclaim the
"« Protestants,” had recourse to the final argument
of the Roman church, and burned them all at the
stake.t

Some time after this event, the conversion of
Peter Waldo, one of the finest names in history,
and the chief promoter of the Vaudois, as the dis-
senters were now called,} occurred.

This medismval teacher was, in 1150, a wealthy
citizen-merchant of Lyons.§ Amid the toils and
bustle of mercantile life, he had found leisure to
study the belles-lettres of the epoch; he had also
looked into the Seriptures.

‘While engaged in consultation with several oth-
er of the principal citizens, Waldo beheld one of
the group stricken with sudden death. This occur-
rence is said to have so impressed him with a sense
of human frailty and of the divine wrath, that he
renounced all worldly pursuits, and ever after de-
voted his immense riches, as well as his rare elo-
quence, to the promulgation gf the gospel.|

He began with his own family; and then, as his
fame spread, he admitted to his hearthstone and
instruction a few others, until, by the year 1165, he

* Sismondi, Hist. des Frangais. Mosheim, Ins. of Eccl. Hist.
Waddington’s Hist. of the Church.

t Intro. to Eng. trans. of Sism. Hist. of the Albigenses, p. 23.

1 Chap. L, p. 82.

§ D. Vaissette, Hist. Languedoc, Vol. IL, p. 54.
| Venema, Eccl. Hist., t. VL, p. 115, 116.
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had quitted his elegant home, and fully embarked
upon an active apostolic career.*

The Roman clergy, not only of Lyons, but of
the whole neighborhood, set themselves to chokeo
Waldo’s expositions of primitive Christianity, and
they even opposed and prohibited his domestic in-
structions, but without avail; for the resolute re-
former was led, by the obstacles which priestly
malice threw in his path, to examine the more dili-
gently into the opinions of the clergy, into the
rites and customs of the papal régime,; and then,
since in his case as in that of the latter reformers
examination meant emancipation from the thral--
dom of Rome, to oppose their antichristian usur-
pations the more decidedly.

That Peter Waldo was not destitute of erudi-
tion, Flacius Illyricus proves from evidence derived
from the ancient writings;+ and perceiving, as
Wickliffe did in England not many years later, and
as Luther did four centuries afterwards, that since
the luminous tenets of his dissent from Rome were
based. upon the Scriptures, it was momentously
important to unlock the treasure-house of biblical
knowledge to the comprehension of the provengal
people, and to prove his doctrine from the inspired
pages, he translated the Latin Bible into the ver-
nacular language of Gaul.}

The irreconcilable difference between primitive
Christianity, with its later manifestations, called

* Venema, Eccl. Hist., t. VI., pp. 115, 116.

t Ibid., p. 115. t Thid.

-
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Protestantism, and the Roman heresy—for Rome
is indeed the crowned and ermined heresiarch of
the ages—is in no one instance more grandly shown
than in the treatment of the Bible by the respect-
ive advocates of the two systems. The priests, like
the juggling augurs of pagan Rome, and like their
prototypes, the mutterers of the heathen legends of
Egyptian Isis and Osiris, made a mystery of their
religion, carefully concealed the sources of their
divinity, padlocked that Bible which the apostle
commanded mankind to search,* and then, having
hidden the evidences of their faith, preached a bas-
tard Christianity of forms, of images, and of human
merit and omnipotence.

Protestantism, on the contrary, has nothing to
hide; believes in the popularization of knowledge;
is democratic in its creed; knows no caste; asks
nothing but, with the ancient cynic, that inimical
systems “ get out of its sunlight;” makes no secret
of its tenets ; proclaims the worthlessness of human
merit; preaches the sole reliance of the human race,

‘“ By one man’s disobedience lost,”t

upon the gracious mercy of “Christ crucified” for

a “recovered paradise;’ and teaches justiﬁcation

by faith alone:} and since it culls these precious

truths from the sacred oracles, it marches down

through the centuries with faith aglow in its heart,

and an open Bible in its hands. This was why
* St. John 5:39.

t Milton’s Paradise Regained, (Mitford’s ed.,) p. 1.
{ St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, 3:28; Heb. 10:38.
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Luther in Germany, Wickliffe in England, and, ear-
liest of all, Waldo of Languedoc, translated the
gospels into their respective mother-tongues.

It is interesting to notice how singularly this
venerable Vaudois creed agrees with the essential
articles of that Protestantism which we of to-day
bury in our heart of hearts.

These were the chief articles of their faith, as
recited by competeént historians, both friendly and
inimical:

I. The Vaudois held the holy Scriptures to be
the source of faith and religion, without regard to
the authority of the fathers or to tradition; and
though they principally used the New Testament,

. yet, as Usher proves from Reinier and others, they

regarded the Old also as canonical scripture. From

- their greater use of the New Testament, their adver-

saries charged them however with despising the
Old Testament.*

II. They held the entire faith according to all
the articles of the apostles’ creed.t

III. They rejected all the external rites of the
dominant church, excepting baptism and the sac-
rament of the Lord’s supper, as, for instance, tem-
ples, vestures, images, crosses, pilgrimages, the
religious worship of the holy relics, and the rest of
the Roman sacraments; these they considered as

¢ Venema, quoted in the Appen. of Sism. Hist. of Albig., Eng.
trans.
t Ibid. Perrin, b. L, chap. XII. Blair, Hist. Waldenses, vol.
L, pp. 503, £05.
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inventions of Satan and of the flesh, full of super-
stition.*

IV. They rejected the papal doctrine of purga-
tory, with masses, or prayers for the dead, acknow-
ledging only two terminations of the earthly state—
heaven and hell.t

V. They admitted no indulgences nor confes-
sions of sin, with any of their consequences, except-
ing mutual confessions of the faithful for instruction
and consolation.}

VI They held the sacraments of baptism and of
the eucharist to be only symbols, denying the real
presence of Christ in the bread and wine, as we find
in the authoritative book of the sect concerning
antichrist, and as Ebrard de Bethunia accuses them
in his book Antiheeresios.§

VII. They held only three ecclesiastical orders:
bishops, priests, and deacons; other systems they
esteemed mere human figments ; that monasticism,
then in great vogue, was a putrid carcass, and vows
the invention of men; and that the marriage of the
clergy was lawful and necessary.|

VIII. Finally, they denounced Rome as the
whore of Babylon, denied obedience to the papal

* Lampe, Hist. Eccles., pp. 246-249. t Venema.

} Venema. This confession of faith is also borne out by a sin-
gular theological poem which was written in the early part of the
twelfth century, and called ‘The Noble Lesson.” In this, not
only great purity of faith is claimed fer the Vaudois, but great
antiquity, even an apostolic descent. Blair, vol. I, pp. 473, 484,
gives the poem entire.

§ Venema, JI| Thid.
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domination, and vehemently repudiated the notions
that the pope had any authority over other church-
es, and that he had the power either of the civil or
the ecclesiastical sword.*

¢ Such was the remarkably enlightened and pure
Protestantism of these early teachers; such were
the tenets proclaimed by Waldo and the Vaudois,
in the middle of the twelfth century, upon the rich
provencal plains, and upon the listening and willing
slopes of the French and Spanish Pyrenees.

Is it strange that when an abused and neglected
populace, disgusted by the palpable avarice, des-
potism, and mummery of the Roman see, beheld
a brotherhood of Christians enthusiastic in their
religion, blameless in their lives,t humble in their
demeanor, honest in their dealings, and disclaim-
ing all tyranny over the consciences of men, prop-
agating their tenets by the eloquence of their
actions, many were won to embrace the salvation
so sweetly taught, and that all generous souls were
stirred at least to admire, if not to sympathize with
a religioil dear to God, but which Rome’s unhal-
lowed bulls denominated “ heresy ?”’

¢ Venema.

t ¢That their morals were good, we have the unwilling testi-
mony of Gretzer, a Jesuit, who laments that the regular clergy
should give such examples of pride, avarice, incontinence, anger,
envy, and drunkenness, because it made the Vaudois place more
faith in their heresiarchs, who gave them good examples of humil-
ity, charity, chastity, sobriety, peace, brotherly love, and other
virtues.” Lampe, quoted in Browning's ¢ History of the Hugue.
nots,” p. 14,

Huguenots, 3
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CHAPTER III.

THE PREACHING OF THE CRUSADE.

Ar length Rome began to move. Innocent III.,
who in 1198 ascended the pontifical throne in the
vigor of his life, was the first who appeared to be
fully impressed with the importance of crushing
remorselessly that independent and inquiring spirit
which was rapidly assuming the character of a uni-
versal revolt from the Roman communion.

His predecessors, engaged in a tedious and per-
ilous struggle with the secular power, with the two
Henrys, and with Frederick Barbarossa, thought
their entire force not too great to defend' them
against the emperors; and in those times: they had
themselves accepted the name of the paterins, or
sufferers.*

‘But Innocent III., one of the haughtiest and
most flagitious of the pontiffs, whose genius as-
pired to govern the universe, was as incapable
of temporizing as he was of feeling pity. At the
same time that he destroyed the political balance
of Italy and Germany; that he menaced by turns
the kings of Spain, France, and England; that ke
affected the tone of a master to the sovereigns of
Bohemia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Norway, and Arme-
nia; in a word, that he directed or repressed at his

¢ Sism. Hist. des Francais, p. 36.
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will the crusaders who were occupied in overturn-
ing the Greek empire, and in establishing the Latin
rule and the Roman theology at Constantinople—
Innocent III., as if he had no other occupation,
searched for, attacked, and punished all opinions
different from his own, all independence of mind,
every exercise of the faculty of thinking in the
august domain of religion.

Though it was in the countries where the pro-
vencal language was spoken, and especially in Lan-
guedoc, that the Vaudois reformation counted the
majority of its disciples, yet it had also spread into
other portions of Christendom, into Italy, into Flan-
ders, into Germany, and into Spain.*

Innocent III., both from character and policy,
judged that the church ought to keep no faith with

.heretics. He thought that if it did not annihi-

late them, if it did not, in his phrase, “ exterminate
the whole pestilential race,” and strike Christen-
dom with horror, their example would .be speedily
followed, and that the fermentation of mind would
be productive of a consuming conflagration through-
out the Roman world.

Instead therefore of making converts, he charged
his satellites to burn the chiefs of the Vaudais, to
disperse their flocks, to confiscate their property,
and to consign to perdition every soul who ventured
to think otherwise than as he directed.t

© Calmet, Hist. de Lorraine, tom. II., liv. XXIIL, ch. CXXIV.,
p. 199. Hist. de Languedoc, liv. XXI., p. 130.
t Sism., Hist. des Frangais, p. 31.
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At first the wily priest required those provinces
where the Reformation had made but small prog-
ress to set the example of persecution, thus feeling
his way gradually towards a wider cruelty. In this
way many leaders of the reformed charch perished
in the flames at Nevers, in 1198, and in the suc-
ceeding years.* '

Innocent next requested Otho IV., his imperial
puppet, who danced as his master pulled the strings,
to grant him an edict for the destruction of the
Ttalian Vaudois, who were also called Gazari.t

The Roman vulture then paused a moment and
plumed his wings for a higher flight. Innocent de-
termined that the lovely provencal territory should
be delivered over in the midst of its growing pros-
perity to the fury of countless hordes of armed
fanatics, its cities razed, its population butchered,
its commerce destroyed, its arts thrown back into
barbarism, and its dialect degraded from the rank
of a poetic Janguage to the condition of a vulgar
jargon.t

There were a number of lords and high barons
in Southern France who had themselves adopted
the reformed opinions, and who, instead of perse-
cuting, protected the Vaudois. Others saw in them
only enlightened and- industrious vassals, whom
they could not destroy without affecting prejudi-

¢ Hist. de Languedoc.

t Edictum Ferrarise promulgatum, 1210; Apud Muratorii An-
tiq. Ital., dissert. LX., pp. 89, 90.

1 Sism., Hist. of Crusades against the Albigenses, p. 81.
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cially their own revenues and military strength. But
when did Rome permit her cherished plans to be
bafled by the intervention of human rights or
weighty obstacles? Innocent instantly armed a
present interest and a brutal avarice against the
calculating economy of the barons. He abandoned
to them the confiscated property of all heretics,
exhorting them to take possession of it, after ban-
ishing or murdering those whom they had plun-
dered. At the same time this flagitious pontiff
anathematized all who refused to seize upon the
estates thus confiscated by his usurped power, and
placed their dominions under an interdict.*-

In 1198, Innocent had dispatched two legates,

monks of Citeaux, brother Guy and brother Regnier, -~

into Languedoc, and the other heretical districts;
but rather, as it should seem, for the purpose of ex-
ploring and menacing than actually to commence

. the contest.t These legates were armed with full

power, and it was enjoined upon the ‘faithful to
execute scrupulously their orders. Regnier having
fallen sick, Innocent joined with him Pierre de Cas-
telnovo, whose zeal, more furious than that of any
of his predecessors, is worthy of those sentiments
which the very name of the Inquisition inspires.}
Presently afterwards a more numerous commis-
sion, the advance of the martial array, invaded the

* Sism., Hist. of Crusades against the Albigenses, p. 38. Inno-
centii ITI. Epistole, lib. I., epist. 81, 82, etc.

t Waddington, Hist. Chh., p. 292.

t I'ist. Gen. de Languedoc, IV., XXL, p. 131.
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haunts of heresy, and brought the subtleties of the
schools to the support of intimidation. This body
received great additional efficiency from the acces-
sion of a young Spanish monk named Dominic, the
founder of the most bigoted and servile of ecclesias-
tical orders, and who was afterwards canonized as
a reward for his diabolical cruelty in 1he ensuing
Vaudois crusades. These itinerant spiritual mis-
sionaries were generally known by the title of In-
quisitors, a name not indeed honorabls or innocent
even in its origin, but not then asscciated with
horror and infamy.* '

These inquisitors were at the outset empowered
by the pope to discover, to convert, or to arraign
before the ecclesiastical courts all guilty or sus-
pected of heresy. But this was the limit of their
commission. They did not at first constitute an
independent, irresponsible tribunal, nor were they
clothed with any judicial power. The process was .
still carried on according to the practice then pre-
vailing, before the bishop of the diocese, and the
secular arm was invited when necessary to enforce
the sentence.t .

But this form of procedure was not found to be
sufficiently rapid or arbitrary to satisfy the eager-
ness of the pope and his missionavies. The work
of extirpation was sometimes retarded by the com-
punctions of a merciful prelate, sometimes by the
reluctance of the civil authorities to execute a bar-

©® Waddington, Hist. Chh., p. 292.
+ Limboch, Hist. of the Inquisition, 1.ib. I., Cap. XVL .
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barous or an unpopular sentence. In order to re-
move these impediments to the free course of de-
struction, there was no recourse but to institute in
the infected provinces, with the direct codperation
of the ruling powers, a separate, independent tri-
bunal for the trial of heresy.* This was rendered
more easy by the spread of the Franciscan and
Dominican orders. As they were the faithful, un-
questioning myrmidons of the Roman see, more
devoted iu their allegiance than either the secular
or the regular clergy, they were invested with the
separate jurisdiction.t

Such was the origin in the gloomy and heated
brain of a fanatic pope of that ghastly court of in-
quisition, whose mere remembrance causes civiliza-
tion to shudder.

Innocent’s Languedocian inquisitors speedily
offended all classos of society by their arrogance.
Some bishops they accused of simony, others of
negligence in the fulfilment of their duties. Under
such pretences they deposed the archbishop of Nar-
bonne, and the bishops of Toulou® and Viviers.}
Indeed they branded most of the regular clergy as
heretics, and at the same time tormented the count
of Toulouse and all the lords of the country by ac- -
tusations continually renewed. Thus they deprived
themselves of the means of kindling so many fires
as they could have desired. However, to gain a

* Limboch, Hist. of the Inquisition.
+ Waddington, Hist. Chh., p. 358.
t Sism,. Hist. Albigenses, p. 41.
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little popularity, they took the utmost pains to con-
found the heretics with the routiers, or hireling
soldiers, afterwards so celebrated throughout Eu-
rope as the “Free Lances.”

The companies of these, generally composed in
great measure of strangers, were still known in the
south by the name of Cafalans, as they were in
the north by that of Brabangons.* The routiers
were lawless banditti, who pillaged the churches
and the priests for purposes of plunder, but having
no connection with the Vaudois, nor indeed taking
any interest in theological paradoxes and doctrinal
disputations. This ruse of the legates did not meet
with much success. The result was, that the Cata-
lans also were offended at the denunciations levelled
at them, and in their turn they avenged themselves
by pluidering the ecclesiastics with heartier zest.t

At the commencement of the thirteenth century,
Raymond VI., count of Toulouse, was the sovereign
of Languedoc and Provence, though his rule seems
to have been shared to some degree by his nephew :
Raymond Rog®, viscount of Alby, Beziers, Car-#¢2 caie
cassonne, and Limoux, in Rasiz. Although Ray-
mond of Toulouse, of whose history before the
crusade little is known, had won some fame as a
soldier, he was possessed of but little strength of
intellect or vigor of purpose. He had succeeded to
his father, Raymond V.,in 1194, in the tltirty-eighth
year of his age, and had already, at the head of the

* Sism,, Hist. Albigenses.
t Hist. Gen. de Languedoc, LIV., LXXI, p. 138.
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routiers, of whom he had made himself oaptain,
made war upon many of his neighbors.*

He had disputed with some of the barons of
Baux, and with the lords of Languedoc and Pro-
vence, his own vassals. This was apparently the
reason why he had sought the alliance of Peter II.
of Aragom, while his ancestors had constantly en-
deavored to repress the encroaching ambition of
that house. Raymond VI. married his fourth wife,
Eleanor, sister of the Aragonese king, in the year
1200 ; and five years later he promised his son,
afterwards Raymond VIIL, to Sancha, the infant
daughter of this same sovereign.t

The Viscount of Alby, Count Raymond’s nephew,
was made of sterner stuff. Now in his twenty-fifth
year, generous, lofty, and enthusiastic, this prince
was not of a temper to submit tamely to insult, nor
would he stand quietly by and see his states merci-
lessly harried. He had like his uncle succeeded to
his father in 1194, and during his minority his do-
minions had been governed by guardians inclined
to the Vaudois doctrines.}

In the spring of 1207 these two princes were
upon the borders of the Rhone, busied in quelling
an insurrection of the barons of Baux, when the
papal legate, Pierre de Castelnovo, ordered them to
furl their banners and declare peace with the in-
surgents.

The legate had first visited the barons and ob-
e Sism., Hist. of the Albigenses, pp. 41, 42.

t Tbid., p. 43. $ Ibid., p. 51.
P
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tained from them a promise that, if Count Raymond
would acquiesce in their pretensions, they  would
employ their united forces in the extermination of
heresy—in Castelnovo’s mind, “a consummation de-
voutly fo be wished.” After agreeing with them
upon the form of the treaty, the legate returned to
the count of Toulouse, and required him to sign it.*

But Raymond was nowise inclined to purchase,
by the renunciation of his rights, the entrance into
his states of a hostile army who were to pillage and
kill those of his subjects whom the priests should
indicate. = He therefore refused his signature,
Pierre de Castelnovo, in his wrath, excommunicated
him, laid his country under an interdict, and wrote
a hot letter to the pope, to obtain the pontifical
confirmation of his sentence.t

Audacious as was the conduct of his legate,
Innocent ITI. meant to uphold him. He sought for
an opportunity to commence hostilities. He was
desirous to adjourn the contest from the arena of
argument, where his success was worse than dubi-
ous, to the arbitrament of arms. Tired of the subtle-
ties of the schools, he invoked the subtleties of war.
He was persuaded that, after the progress which it
had made in public opinion, the heresy could only
be destroyed by the swords of his crusaders. Ac-
cordingly he made no effort to medicine the wound,
but, like a bungling surgeon, he applied an irritant.

© Petri Vallis Cernai, Hist. Albigens., cap. ITI., p. 559. Inno-
centii IIL, lib. X., ep. LXIX. Hist. de Languedoc, LIV., XXI.
ch. XXVII, p. 150. 1 Ibid.
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On the 29th of May, 1207, he wrote personally
to Count Raymond a letter confirming the interdic-
tion, and beginning thus: “If we could open your
heart, we should find, and would point out to you,
the detestable abominations that you have commit-
ted; but as it is harder than the rock, it is in vain
to strike it with the words of salvation; we cannot
penetrate it. Pestilential man, what pride- has
seized your heart, and what is your folly, to refuse
peace with your neighbors, and to brave the divine
laws by protecting the enemies of the faith? If you
do not fear eternal flames, ought you not to dread
the temporal chastisements whick you have merited
by your so many crimes ?"*

So insulting a letter addressed to a sovereign
prince must have been revolting to his pride. Nev-
ertheless, the monk Pierre de Vaux Cernai informs
us that “the wars which the barons of Baux, and
others of the faithful, carried on against him
through the industry of that man of God, Pierre de
Castelnovo, together with the excommunication
which he published in every place against the count,
compelled him, at last, to accept the original terms
of peace, and to engage himself by oath to their
observance; but as often as he swore to observe
them, so often he perjured himself.”+

The legate soon judged that the count did not
proceed with adoquate zeal. He sought Raymond,

* Innocentii IIL., lib. X., ep. LXIX. Hist. Gen. de Lang.,

LIV., XXI., ch. XXXIIT., p. 150.
t Petri Vallis Cernai, Hist. Albig., LIV., IIIL,, p. 159.
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reproached him to his face with his tolerance, which
he termed baseness, treated him as perjured, and
again let fall upon him the bolt of excommunication.
This violent scene occurred in January, 1208, at
St. Gilles, where Count Raymond had granted De
Castelnovo an interview.*

The count of Toulouse was naturally very much
provoked at the insolence of this upstart church-
man, and he uttered some vague threats. The legate,
disregarding his words, quitted the Provengal court
without a reconciliation, and came to sleep, on the
night of the 14th of January, 1208, in a little inn on
the banks of the Rhone, which river he intended to
cross on the morrow.

Meantime one of the count’s gentlemen chanced
to meet him there, or perhaps had followed him.
In the morning this gentleman entered into a dis-
pute with Castelnovo respecting heresy and its pun-
ishment. The legate had never spared the most
insulting epithets to the advocates of toleration;
and at length the noble, already heated by the
Roman’s insolence to his sovereign, now feeling
himself personally insulted, drew his poignard, and
striking Castelnovo in the side, killed him.+

This unhappy event furnished Innocent with the
desired pretext for instant war. Although Ray-
mond VI had by no means so direct a part in Cas-
telnovo’s death as Henry II. of England had in
Thomas & Becket’s, his punishment was far more

* Sismondi, History of the Albigenses, p. 46.
t Ibid, p. 46.
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terrible ; for Innocent III. was more haughty and
implacable than Alexander IIL

Neither knowing nor desiring any better preach-
ers of his cregd than war, murder, fire, and incest,
the excited pontiff began to preach a crusade
against the Vaudois. In the commencement of
1208,-Innocent addressed a bull to all the counts,
barons, knights, and yeomen of Southern Gaul,
in which he affirmed that it was Satan who had in-
stigated his prime minister, Raymond of Toulouse,
against the sacred person of his legate. He laid
under an interdict all places which should afford a
refuge to the slayer of De Castelnovo ; and demand-
ed that the count of Toulouse should be publicly
anathematized in all the churches. This furious
bull closed with this remarkable declaration :

“ As, following the canonical sanctions of the
boly fathers, we must not observe faith towards
those who do not keep faith towards God, or who
are separated from the communion of the faithful, we
discharge, by apostolic authority, all those who be-
lieve themselves bound towards this count by any
oath either of alliance or of fidelity. We permit
any man to pursue his person, to occupy and to
retain his territories.”*

From this it should seem that the famous Jesuit
phrase, “No faith is to be kept with heretics,” though
often attributed, with similar enormities, to Ignatius
Loyola, is of far older origin. The fanatic Spaniard

* Petri Vallis Cernai, Cap. VIIL, p. 564, Sism., Hist. Albig., .
Pp. 46, 47.
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merely stole the atrocious sentiment from the decre-
tals of Pope Innocent ITI., when he incorporated it
in the constitution of his protean propaganda.

Having now reduced these dissenéing Christians
of Southern France to the same level, in a religious
estimation, with the Turk and the Saracen, Innocent
next let loose an infuriated multitude of fanatics
against them; and the word “ crusade,” which had
hitherto signified only religious madness, was ex-
tended to the more deliberate atrocity of sectarian
persecution.



THE ‘‘SACRED WAR.” ' 63

CHAPTER 1IV.

PREPARATIONS FOR THE ‘‘SACBRED WAR."

InnNoceENT IIT. had in November, 1207, exhorted
Philip Augustus, the duke of Burgundy, the counts
of Bar, of Nevers, of Dreux, and others of the old
crusaders who had fleshed their swords on the
plains of Palestine, and gathered barren laurels on
the Syrian shore, to marshal their hosts against the
Vaudois.*

But early in 1208 the flames of his hatred were
fanned into increased fury by the bloody catastro-
phe of Castelnovo’s death. The pontiff fulminated
a series of epistles from the Vatican, which sum-
moned all the faithful to the holocaust in Langue-
doc.t

Galono, cardinal deacon of San Maria dello
Portico, was dispatched into France by the crafty
pontiff with these letters. He did not receive much
consideration from Philip Augustus, who was now
more occupied by his rivalry with the English king
and with Otho of Germany than with obtaining the
barren honor of heading another crusade in a sacred
war.} But notwithstanding the king’s polite indif-
ference, the monks of Citeaux,§ who had received
. full powers from Rome, began to preach the cru-
* Innocentii III. Epistole, lib. X., ep. CXLIX.

+ Ibid. } Sism., Hist. Albig., p. 47.
§ Chap. 111, p. 51
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sade among the nobility and the yeomen of France
with a perseverance and enthusiasm which had not
been surpassed by Fouldques de Neuilly, or by the
fanatical eloquence of Peter the Hermit.*

Innocent III. offered to those who should take
the cross against the Vaudois the utmost extent of
indulgence which his predecessors had ever granted
to those who fought for the deliverance of the Holy
Land and the sepulchre of Christ. As soon as these
new crusaders had assumed the sacred sign of the
cross—which, to distinguish themselves from those
of the East, they wore on the breast, instead of upon
the shoulder—they were instantly placed under the -
protection of the holy see, freed from the payment
of the interest of their debts, and exempted from
the jurisdiction of all the tribunals; while the war
which they were to wage at their doors, almost
without danger or expense, was to expiate all the
vices of a whole life—was warranted, by the,impi-
ous usurper of the apostolic name at Rome, to
efface the crimes of threescore years and ten from
the heavenly records.t

The belief in the efficacy of these indulgences,
which in the sunlight of the nineteenth century we
can scarcely comprehend, was then in its full flush.
The barons of the feudal ages never doubted that,
while fighting in the Holy Land, they had the full
assurance of paradise.

But those distant expeditions had been attended
with so many disasters; so many hundreds of thou-

© Sism., Hist. Albig., p. 48. $ Ibid.
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sands had perished on the scorching sands of Asia,
succumbing either to the heat or to the Saracenic
scimitars, or else had fallen by the way from hun-
ger, misery, sickness, “and the thousand ills that
flesh is heir to,” that the boldest and most knightly
hearts now wanted courage to essay the fight.

It was then with transports of joy that the faith-
ful received these indulgences. War was their pas-
sion. The discipline of the holy wars was much
less severe than that of the political, while the fruits
of victory were much more alluring. In them they
might without-remorse, since no faith was to be kept
with heretics, and without restraint from their offi-
cers, pillage and appropriate all the property, vio-
late the women, and massacre the men-of the inter-
dicted territories.

The crusaders of the East well knew that the
distance was so great as to afford them but small
chance of bringing home the booty gained by their
swords. But now, instead of riches which were to
be sought at a distance amid great perils, and which
must be torn from the resolute grasp of barbarians
whose language they could not understand, the
French knights were exhorted, nay, commanded,
by an authoritative voice from the shekinah at
Rome, to reap the bloody harvest of a neighboring
field, to appropriate the spoils of a house which
they might hope to carry to their own, while cap-
tives were abandoned to their desires who spoke
the same language with themselves.*

© Sism., Hist. Albig., p. 49.
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Never therefore had the cross been assumed
amid greater enthysiasm or with a .more unani-
mous consent. The first to engage in this atro-
cious harry, which was baptized with the name of
a sacred war, were Eudes IIL., duke of Burgundy,
Simon de Montfort, count of Leicester—a bloody
monster who glooms yet upon the historic horizon,
pilloried to the scornful horror of the ages—and
the counts of Nevers, of St. Paul, of Auxerre, of
Genéve, and of Foréz.*

Meantime, though the crusaders were not ready
to march in 1208, the din of their immense prepa-
rations resounded through Europe, and filled Lan-
guedoc with térror. Count Raymond, learning that
Arnold, abbdt of Citeaux, leader of the crusade, had
been appointed by the pope his legate in those
provinces from which he designed to eradicate her-
esy, and that Arnold had convened a council of the
chiefs of the sacred war at Aubenaz, in the Viva-
rais,

‘““To advise how war may best upheld
More by her two main nerves, iron and gold,
In all her equipage,”}
repaired thither in company with his nephew, to
see if haply the storm might be averted.

The legate received them with great haughti-
ness; and though they both protested that they

* Rigordus de Gestis Philippi Augusti, p. 62 et finis. Historia
de las Grans Faicts d’'Armas, p. 4. Hist. Gen. de Languedoc, liv.
XXI., chap. XLL, p. 156.

t Milton’s ¢“Sonnet on Sir Henry Vane the Younger.” Mit-
ford’s ed., vol. IL., p. 356.
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were personally strangers to the heresy, that they
. were innocent of the death of Pierre de Castelnovo,
and that they ought not to be judged and con-
demned unheard, yet the insolent prelate upbraided
them with stinging emphasis, declared that he could
do nothing for them, and informing them that if
they wished to obtain any mitigation of the meas-
ures adopted against them, they must apply to the
pope, he motioned them from the council-cham-
ber.*

Then the differing characters of uncle and
nephew were fully developed. Count Raymond,
overwhelmed with terror, declared himself ready to
submit to any terms, even to be himself the execu-
ter of the unhallowed violence of the ecclesiastics
upon his best subjects, whose sole offence was their
heroic devotion to primitive Christianity. The cra-
ven noble even stooped so low as to affirm his read-
iness to make war upon his own family, if thereby
he might obtain the pontifical absolution.t

Not so the heroic nephew, noblest of a noble
band of martyrs. Perceiving from the legate’s lan-
guage that nothing was to be expected from nego-
tiation, and determined never peacefully to admit
the crusaders into his states to ravage his clients,
he boldly urged upon his uncle to place strong gar-
risons in the larger towns, to prepare valiantly for
the defence of their country, and to take the initia-
tive by at once commencing the campaign before

© Sismondi's History of the Albigenses, p. 51.
t Ibid, pp. 51, 52.
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the invading host could don its mail or draw its
sword.*

But the two relatives were unable to agree upon
their policy, and they separated with reproaches
and menaces.

Raymond VL, after assembling his most faithful
servants at Arles, engaged the archbishop of Auch,
the abbot of Condom, the prior of the Hospitallers
of St. Gilles, and Bernard, lord of Rabasteens in
Bigorre, to proceed to Rouen, in order to offer his
complete submission to Innocent ITI., and to receive
his indulgence.t

The frightened count at the same time applied
to his cousin, Philip Augustus king of France, and
to Otho of Germany, for their protection. Philip
at the outset received him with fair words, but
afterwards refused him all assistance, on the pre-
text of his solicitations to his rival Otho.t The
German emperor did not deign even to notice his
prayer.

The ambassadors of Raymond to the pontiff
were, on the contrary, received with apparent cor-
diality. But it was required of them that their
master should make common cause with the cru-
saders; that he should personally assist them in
exterminating his subjects and in desolating his
own territories; and that he should surrender seven

* Sismondi’s History of the Albigenses, p. 52.

+ Petri Vallis Cern. Hist. Albig., ch. IX,, p. 566.

1 Hist. de las Armas, pp. 4-6. Hist. de Lang., liv. XXI, ch.
XLIL, p. 157.
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of his best castles in the heart of his dominions, as
a pledge of his fidelity. Upon these conditions,
Innocent bade Raymond kope that he might even-
tually absolve him for the heipous crime of respect-
ing the rights of conscience, and attempting to pro-
tect his subjects from slaughter.*

But notwithstanding Raymond’s servile submis-
sion and his own fair words, the implacable pontiff
was far from having forgiven him in the bottom of
his heart. His assurances of favor were, vox et pre-
terea nihil—went no lower than his throat. For
while he was amusing the count’s ambassadors
with pacific declarations and paternal mandates, -
he wrote this real exposé of his sentiments to the
bishops of Riez and Cansevans and to the abbot of
Citeaux: “ We counsel you, with the apostle Paul,
to employ guile with regard to this same count; for
in this case it ought to be called prudence. We
attack separately those who are separated from our
unity. Leave then the count of Toulouse for a
time, employing towards him a wise dissimulation,
that thus the other heretics may be more easily de-
feated, and that afterwards we may crush him when
he shall be left alone.”t

Such was the equivocating morality, such the
perfidious policy of a pontiff who claimed to sit as
God, in the temple of God.

* Historin de las Faicts d’Armas, p. 6. Cernai, Hist. Albig.,
chap. XI., p. 567.
.} Innocentii IIL. Epist., lib. XI., ep. 232. Hist. Gen. de Lan-
guedoc. liv. XXI,, p. 160.
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“We cannot but remark,” says Sismondi, “ that
whenever ambitious and perfidious priests had any
disgraceful orders to communicate, they never failed
to pervert for this purpose some passage of the holy
Scriptures. One would say that they had only
studied the Bible to make sacrilegious applica-
tions of it.”*

Meantime the gallant young viscount of Alby,
undeceived by the cunning politics of the Roman
count, able

¢To unfold
The drift of hollow states, hard to be spelled,”

preserving his honor and his governmental oath
untarnished, retired to his states, labored like a
Hercules to put them in a defensive condition, and
at length, having done all that enthusiasm and de-
votion could do to protect his territories and to save
the “lives, the fortunes, and the sacred honor” of
a people in whose faith he did not share, the noble
prince threw himself into the city of Beziers with a
body of his armed retainers, and announced his pur-
pose to hold it to the last for “Christ and liberty.”+

In the spring of 1209, the swarms of fanatics
whom the harangues of the monks of Citeaux and
the pope’s indulgence letters had persuaded to de-
vote themselves to the sacred war, began to move.}

Different historians have variously estimated

* Sism., Hist. of Albig., p. 53.

| Historia de las Faicts d’Armas de Tolosa, p. 7. Hist. Lan-
guedoc, liv. XXI., ch. XLIL, p. 157.

1 Hist. de las Faicts d’Armas de Tolosa, p. 10.
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the numbers of these crusaders. They have been
computed to have been three, and even five hundred
thousand strong.* But a very competen$ authority
reckons but fifty thousand in this first campaign.t

This calculation, however, did not include the
ignorant and infuriated multitude which, following
each preacher, armed with scythes and clubs, and

esVeeping through the country with a more desolat-
ing tread than the crusaders themselves, though in
no condition to combat the chivalrous knights of
Languedoc, undertook. at least to murder the wom-
en and children of the heretics.}

Several places had been assigned for the ren-
dezvous of these demoniac hosts. Arnold Amalric,
abbot of Citeaux, legate of the pope, and chief di-
rector of the crusade, collected the greater number
of combatants, principally those who had tsjkel;
arms in the kingdom of Arles, and who were vas-
sals of Otho IV., at Lyons: the archbishop of Bor-
deaux had assembled a second body in the Age-
nois; these were the subjects of the king of Eng-
land : the bishop of Puy commanded a third body
in the Valai, who were the subjects of Philip Augus—
tus.§

When Count Raymond learned that these ter-
rible bands were about to be let loose, the naked
sword in one hand and the blazing torch in the

* Hist. de las Faicts d’Armas de Tolosa, p. 10.

t Petri Vallis Cernai, Hist. Albigens., cap. XXII., p. 584.

} Sism., Hist. Albig., p. 64.

§ Petri Vallis Cernai, Hist. Albigens., cap. XVL, p. 571. Hlst.
Gen. de Languedoc, liv. XXI., ch. LIIL, pp. 167, 168.
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other, upon his beautiful states and those of his
nephew, he represented to the pope that the legate
Arnold, who conducted them, was his personal en-
emy. “It would be unjust,” said he, “ to profit by
my submission, to deliver me up to the mercy of a
man who would listen only to his resentment against
me.”

Then occurred another notable instance of theg
profourd duplicity of the sovereign pontiff. In
order, in appearance, to take from the count of Tou-
louse this motive for complaint, Innocent ITI. named
a new legate, his secretary Milon. But far from
endeavoring to alleviate the woes of the Provencals
by this means, or to restrain the hatred of the abbot
of Citeaux, we are assured by the monkish historian
Vaux Cernai, that the only aim was to deceive the
gount. He adds exultingly, “For the lord pope
expressly said to this new legate, ‘ Let the abbot of
Citeaux do every thing, and be only his organ; for
in fact, the count of Toulouse has suspicions con-
cerning him, while he does not suspect thee.’ ”*

The nearer the crusaders approached, the more
the count of Toulouse gave himself up to terror.
On the one hand, he endeavored to gain the affec-
tions of his subjects by granting new privileges to
some, and pardoning the offences of others who had
incurred his resentment ;t on the other hahd, he
consented to purchase his absolution by the most

. * Petri Vallis Cernai, cap. X., p. 566.
t Remissio Consulibus et Habilatoribus Nemonsi ; Préuves de
Languedoc, p. 211.
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humiliating concessions. He consigned to the pon-
tifical notary seven of his finest castles. He per-
mitted the consuls of his best cities to engage them-
selves to abandon him if he should depart from the
conditions imposed upon him. He submitted be-
forehand to any sentence which the legate should
be pleased to pronounce upon fifteen unproved ac-
cusations laid against him by the inquisitors; and to
crown all, he suffered himself, on the 18th of June,
1209, to be conducted into the church of St. Gilles
with a cord about his neck; and there he received
the discipline before the altar upon his naked shoul-
®ers. He was then, upon promising to become the
guide of the invaders, allowed to take the cross
against his own subjects, and against that gallant
nephew who stood tranquilly awaiting the assault.*

* Acta inter Innocentii Epistolas, tom. II., p. 847, et seq. Gesn.
Hist. des Albigeois, cap. XIL, p. 668.

nsienots, 4
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CHAPTER V.

THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TRAGEDY.

THE jubilant host of the crusaders, in the sum-
mer of 1209, wound slowly down into the smiling
valley of the Rhone, through the friendly cities of
Lyons, Valence, Montelimart, and Avignon, after-
wards so celebrated as the seat of one of the two
pontiffs between whom the immaculate and seamless
robe of Roman unity was divided. The entrapped
count of Toulouse repaired to Valence to meet these

ferocious forces ; from which city he conducted them -

to Montpellier, where they rested for several days.*

The viscount of Alby, though hopeless of suc-
cess, still determined to make one more effort to
still the tempest conjured up against his innocent
subjects by the cruel necromancy of the arch-jug-
gler at Rome. To this end he went to Montpellier,
and seeking the legate, told him, according to the
ancient chronicle of Toulouse, that “he had done
the church no wrong; that he but walked in the
well-defined footsteps of his ancestors in granting
toleration in his states; that as for himself he was a
servant of the church, wishing to live and die so.”+

But the legate was imperturbable. Taking his
cue from the master-priest of the holy see, he told

© Hist. Gen de Languedoc, liv. 21, p. 175,
+ Historia de las Faicts d’Armas de Toloss, p. 7.
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young Raymond Roger that what he had to do was
to defend himself as best he might, for he should
show him no mercy.*

The viscount quitted the ancient walls of Mont-
pellier sad but resolute. He had done his utmost—
stepped to the verge of honor to avert the impend-
ing avalanche by diplomacy. Now nothing re-
mained but to draw the sword and fling away the
scabbard.

He immediately summoned to him all his vas-
sals, friends, and allies ; laid before them the repre-
sentations which he had made to the legate; in-
formed them of the manner in which he had been
received ; and upon calling on them for advice,
" found the whole body of his retainers as resolutely
determined to defend their hearth-stones as he was
himself.+

Nor were all those who took arms with him
heretics.} Let it be written for the honor of hu-
man nature, that even in that sullen and ferocious
age, there were not wanting gallant spirits ready
and eager to die for the toleration of a creed in
whose tenets they did not share.

The knightly gentlemen of those days resided
in castles which were more or less strongly fortified,
while their vassals lived in little cots scattered over
the estates at various distances from the fortilace.
Languedoc was spotted with these chateaus; and
now, upon the approach of the crusaders, the yeo-

© Historia de las Faicts d’Armas de Tologa, p. 7. { Ibid., p. 8.
t Ibid. Sism., Hist. Albig., (Eng. trans.,) p. 57.
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men rushed in vast numbers to the protection of
these fortified walls; while the nobles, provisioning
their larders for a siege, shut themselves up in their
keeps with that nonchalance which is the offspring
of long habit and danger often braved.

Some castles, as Servian and Puy-la-rouque,
were abandoned ere the Roman banditéz reached
them. Others, among which the old historians
mention Caussadi and St. Antonia, where it was not
supposed that any heretics lurked, ransomed them-
selves by heavy contributions. Still others nobly
met a sterner fate. Villeum was burned. Chasse-
neuil, after a vigorous defence, capitulated. The
garrison, who were routiers, or “free lances,” ob-
tained permission to retire with what they could °
carry ; but the inhabitants, who were Vaudois, were
abandoned to the mercy of the legate. The ghastly -
carnival now began. The town was fired; men,
women, and children were precipitated into the
hungry flames, amid the acclamations of their
fiendish conquerors, and night only closed the fright-
ful orgies.*

From this sad opening scene even the pages of
the monkish- historians of the foray are blotted with
pitying tears. The crusaders, rendered still more
ferocious by this taste of blood, pressed fiercely on
towards the viscount’s capital, Beziers, leaving, as
was charged upon that Attilla of old, no blade of
grass nor any living thing behind them.”t

© Hist. Gen. de Languedoc, liv. XXI., p. 168. Hist. de las
Faicts, etc., p. 18. t Ibid.
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In July, 1209,* they arrived under the walls of
Beziers, and formally summoned it to surrender.
Raymond Roger had chiefly calculated upon the
defence of his two great cities, Beziers and Carcas-
sonne. He had divided between them his most
valiant knights, and the routiers who were attached
to his fortune. He had at first thrown himself into
Beziers; but after assuring himself that the city
was provided with every thing in his power to be-
stow, he quitted its walls for those of Carcassonne,
a town built upon a rock, partly surrounded by a
river, the Aude, and whose suburbs were environed
by walls and ditches.t+

The citizens of Beziers felt themselves intimi-
dated, when they knew that their young lord had
left them for the stronger protection of Carcassonne,
and their inquietude was redoubled when they be-
held the three grand divisions of the Roman army,
under the legate, the archbishop of Bourdeaux, and
the bishop of Puy,} arrive and unite before their
city.

Just before the crusaders reached Beziers, they
had been visited by the bishop of that city, Regi-
nald de Montpeyroux, who delivered to the legate
a list of those in the city who were accounted Vau-
dois, and whom he desired to see thrown into the
flames. He then returned to Beziers, assembled
the inhabitants in the cathedral of St. Nicaise, and
after representing to them with vivid eloquence the

* Fleury, Hist. Eccles., liv. LXXVL
+ Hist. de las Faicts, etc., p. 19. 1 Chap. IV., p. 69.
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vast numbers of the crusaders, and the impossibility
of resisting their onset, exhorted them not to draw
down upon themselves, their wives, and their chil-
dren the wrath of heaven and of the church by pro-
tecting their Vaudois fellow-townsmen, but to yield
them up to the avengers of the faith.

“Tell the legate,” replied the citizens, “that our
city is good and strong, that our dear Lord God
will not fail to succor us in great necessities, and
that rather than commit the baseness demanded of
us, we will eat our own children.”*

But though equal in courage and infinitely supe-
rior in generosity and Christian purpose to their
savage foes, the unhappy citizens of Beziers were
not equal to them in military skill or in the disci-
pline of trained arms.

While the crusaders were occupied in tracing
their camp, the citizens made a sortie, hoping thus
to take their enemies by surprise. But instantly
the united battalions of the besiegers precipitated
themselves upon the disconcerted trainbands of
the city, and forcing them to retire, pursued them
so hotly that both parties entered the open gates
together, and Beziers was captured before the cru-
saders had even formed their plan of attack.t

Then the bloody orgies of Chasseneuil were re-
enacted on a broader theatre. Arnold Amalric,

* Hist. de las Faicts, ete., p. 20. Petri Vall. Cern., Hist. Albig.,
cap. XV., p. 570.

t Raynaldi, Annal Eccles., 1209, sec. XXIIL., p. 186. Hist. de
Lang., liv. XXI., ch. LVIL, p. 169. De Thou, liv. VL.
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abbot of Citeaux, upon learning that he had tri-
umphed almost without a struggle, and determined
not to be baulked of the expected feast of blood,
upon being asked by some of his companions in
arms how the Romanist citizens were to be distin-
guished from the Vaudois, made that famous reply,
worthy of Nero or Caligula : “ KILL THEM ALL ; ‘GoD
WILL WELL KNOW HIS OWN !”'*

The fixed population of Beziers did not perhaps
. exceed fifteen thousand persons; but all the inhab-
itants of the country, of the open villages, of the
plains, and of the castles which had not been judged
capable of safe defence, had taken refuge in Beziers,
which was regarded as exceedingly strong. Even
those who had remained to guard the strong cha-
teaus, had, for the most part, sent their wives, their
children, and their helpless ones to the city.

At the moment when the crusaders became mas-
ters of the gates, the whole multitude thronged to
the churches. The great cathedral of Nicaise con-
tained the larger number. The canons, clothed in
their choral habits, surrounded the altar and sound-
ed the bells, as if to express their prayers to their
furious assailants. But these supplications of brass
were as little heeded as were those of the human
voice. Still the bells ceased not to sound until, of
that immense multitude, not one remained alive.
The massacre spread equally to the other churches;
seven thousand dead bodies were counted in that

* Ceesar Heister bachiensis, lib. V., cap. XXI. Sism., Liter. of
South of Europe, vol. I, p. 116, note.  Sisw., Hist. Albig., p. 60.
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of Magdalene alone. Thus even the benefit of
sanctuary, respected at that period for the vilest
malefactors, was not awarded to the Vaudois.*

An old Provengal historian has, by the sim-
plicity of his language, augmented the terrors of
this scene: “They entered the city of Beziers,
where they murdered more people than was ever
before known in the world; for they spared neither
young nor old, nor ‘infants at the breast. They
killed and murdered them all, which being seen by
the said people of the city, they that were able did
retreat into the great church of St. Nazarius, both
men and women. The chaplains thereof, when
they had so retreated, caused the bells to be rung
until everybody was dead. But neither the sound
of the bells, nor the chaplains in their priestly hab-
its, nor the clerks, could hinder them from being
put to the sword. Onme only escaped, for all the
rest were slain and died. Nothing so pitiable was
ever heard of or done before.”t

‘When the crusaders had completely pillaged it,
and massacred every living creature, the city was
fired in every part at once, and reduced to a vast
funeral pile.}

Historians differ as to the number of victims
. sacrificed on this awful occasion to the greed of the
insatiable demon of persecution. The abbot of

¢ Sism., Hist. Albigen., pp. 60, 61.

t Preuves de I'Histoire de Languedoc, tom. ITL, p. 2; also
quoted in Sism., Lit. of the South of Europe, at p. 117, vol. I

1 Ibid.
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Citeaux, feeling some shame for the butchery which
he had ordered, in the account which he transmit-
ted to Innocent IIL., reduces the number to fifteen
thousand. Other and more reliable contemporary
chroniclers reckon it at from forty to sixty thou-
sand.*

Having “supped full of horrors” at Beziers, yet
without being satiated, the crusaders pressed on
through a deserted country—for the inhabitants
preferred taking refuge in caves, woods, mountains,
to waiting for such enemies within the enclosure of
walls which might serve as a prison—towards Car-
cassonne. They reached this Vaudois citadel on
the 1st of August, 1209, and pitching their tents,
invested it in due form.t

Although the generous heart of Raymond Roger
had been terribly wrung by the massacre of his
loyal subjects of Beziers, and by the destruction of
his capital, he “bated no jot of heart or hope;”
while the brave inhabitants of Carcassonne renewed
their oath of allegiance to him, and of fidelity to
each other.

Carcassonne was accounted almost impregnable.
Built upon one side of the river Aude, in whose
waters it bathed upon the right, it had been strong-
ly fortified by the skill of the young viscount upon

* Bernard Ilier of Limages, a contemporary, makes the num-
ber slain 38,000 ; Abberic, a monk, 60,000. See Sism., Hist. Al-
big., p. 61, note.

+ Hist. Albig., p. 62.

$ Sism., Liter. of South. Europe, vol. L, p. 117.

4%
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the more exposed angles. It was besides defended
" by a numerous and devoted garrison.

The attack commenced upon one of the suburbs
without the city walls. Here the combat raged
fiercely for two hours, during which time Raymond
Roger on one side, and Simon de Montfort upon
the other, gave evidence of extraordinary personal
prowess. Eventually the suburb was taken by
mere stress of numbers. The besieged retreated
into the second suburb, which the assailants pressed
on to attack. For eight days the viscount defended
this redoubt with success, but on the ninth day he
evacuated it, and, having fired it, retired slowly and
sullenly into the city, clanging the ponderous gates
in the faces of the outwitted foe.*

Meantime Raymond Roger had found means to
communicate with his uncle, Don Pedro II. king of
Aragon. The Aragonese sovereign had witnessed
. the oppression and outrage inflicted upon his rela-
tive with chagrin. He therefore quitted his king-
dom, and hastening to the camp of the crusaders
endeavored to negotiate a peace.t )

Having obtained permission of the legate to
visit his nephew, the king*entered Carcassonne to
confer with the viscount. “My dear uncle,” said
the frank young soldier, “if you wish to arrange for
me any honorable adjustment, I freely leave with
you its form and manner, and I will ratify it with-
out hesitation ; for I see clearly that we cannot long
maintain ourselves here, owing to the multitude of

* Hist. de las Faicts de Tolosa, p. 12 t Ibid.
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countrymen, women, and children who have taken
refuge with us. We cannot reckon them, but they
die, alas, in great numbers every day. But were
there only myself and my sgldiers here, I swear to
you that I would rather die of that ghastly famine
which now stares us in the face than surrender to
this same cruel legate.”*

The king of Aragon very injudiciously related
this discourse to the wily legate, who, thus familiar
with the precise .condition of the viscount, was
thereby enabled to offer, with some assurance of
success, propositions much less generous than he
would otherwise have ventured to make; for be it
remembered, it was no part of this atrocious monk’s
purpose to accommodate affairs. He wished to
glut the vengeance of a cruel faith. Still he did
not dare absolutely to repel such a mediator as the
king of Aragon. But knowing well the high and
chivalric character of the viscount, he achieved his
object by proposing terms which it would be im-
possible for a gallant and knightly spirit to accept.

“Tell your nephew, sire,” said the abbot of
Citeaux, “that he himself, with any twelve others
whom he may choose, may freely quit the city.
But the remainder of the citizens and soldiers must
be abandoned to our good pleasure.” The king
carried the message. *Now, out upon the priestly
catiff,” was the noble reply : “rather than submit to

* Hist. de las Faicts, p. 13. Hist. de Languedoc, liv. XXI., ch.
LXXIX., p. 171. Petri Vallis Cernai, Hist. Albig., cap. XVL.,
p. 571.
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these disgraceful terms, I would suffer myself to be
flayed alive. No, he shall not have the meanest of
my people at his mercy ; for it is on my account
that they are now in denger.”*

The chivalric king approved the generous pur-
pose of his nephew, and turning towards the assem-
bled citizens and knights of Carcassonne, he inform-
ed them of the legate’s conditions, and added, “ You
now know what you have to expect; mind and de-
fend yourselves well, for he who acts the part of a
brave man always finds good mercy at last.”t

Don Pedro of Aragon with his retinue had
scarcely quitted the city erd the impatient crusad-
ers hurled themselves upon its walls, but in vain;
the gallant viscount fought as nobly as he talked.
Streams of boiling water, blazing oil, immense
stones, projectiles of every kind then known to the
cruel skill of war—all were put in requisition ;~and
atlength, maimed, bleeding, and balked, the crusad-
ers fell back within the entrenchments of their
camp.

The greater part of the crusaders had taken the
cross but for forty days. The time now approached
for their service to end. General and sullen dis-
content reigned in the pontifical camp. The sol-
diers had been promised the intervention of a
miracle in their favor. Yet after two prolonged and
bloody assaults, they still stood without the walls of
Carcassonne, while

““Many a corpse lay ghastly pale beneath the setting sun.”

* Hist. de las Faicts, etc., p. 15. t Ibid.
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The legate remarking these symptoms of de-
moralization, and true to the perfidious maxims of
the church whose livery he wore, now determined to
have recourse to stratagem, if haply he might ac-
complish by his arts what had been denied his
sword.

Accordingly he renewed the negotiations. The
viscount, ignorant of what was passing in the camp
of the crusaders, and profoundly anxious for an
honorable accommodation, received the legate’s
messenger with the utmost cordiality. Fully con-
scious of the rectitude of his own intentions and
proceedings, he could not but believe that, when
the injustice of which his country had been the
victim should be known, it would excite the com-
miseration of the great barons and ecclesiastics
arrayed against him, ‘and stay the devastation.
Fill.d with this Quixotic idea, and as incapable of
suspecting deliberate treachery in others as he was
of himself performing a perfidious deed, young
Raymond offered to accompany the envoy to the
camp of the crusaders, for the purpose of having a
personal interview with the chiefs of the sacred
war, provided his personal safety and return should
be solemnly guaranteed.*

The envoy flew to acquaint the legate with this
offer. Arnold Amalric rubbed his hands gleefully
when he heard this recital, and though he deliber-
ately perjured himself by doing so, for he had in-
stantly decided upon the confiding viscount’s arrest,

* Historia de las Faicts d’Armas de Tolosa, p. 18.
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he yet sent the desired safe-conduct, to which he
attached the seal of Rome.

The viscount soon made his appearance, accom-
panied by three hundred of his choicest chivalry.
Repairing to the legate’s tent, where the chiefs of
the crusade were assembled, he nobly and power-
fully vindicated his conduct and the policy of his
ancestors, and again affirmed, that though the fast
friend of religious toleration, he was still a true ser-
vant of the Roman church.*

Then Rome gave another proof of the pitiless,
unhallowed, and abandoned wickedness of her pol-
itics. Not only the legate, but the great lords who
accompanied him, were penetrated with the diabol-
ical maxim of Innocent IIL.: “ To keep faith with
heretics is an offence against the faith.” Actordingly
watching for a propitious moment, the crusaders
threw themselves upon the surprised and insignifi-
cant retinue of the Provengal prince, all of whom,
after a brief struggle, were disarmed, and together
with their young lord consigned to the care of Simon
de Montfort.t

* Sism., Hist. Albig., Eng. transl., p. 65.

t Petri Vall. Cern., Hist. Albigens., cap. XXI., p. 71. Hist. de

Lang., liv. XXI., ch. LVIIL, p. 160, Sism., Hist. Albig., pp.
65, 66.
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CHAPTER VI.

THE REIGN OF TERROR.

THE crusaders thought that the flagitious per-
fidy exhibited by their chiefs towards the beloved
prince of Alby would strike terror, like a dagger,
into the hearts of the inhabitants of Carcassonne. It
did indeed chill them with horror, but it also with-
drew the entire population from the clutches of these
bloodhounds of the Roman church.*

There was an immense cavern, dark, freezing,
and awful, which yawned in the bowels of the earth,
and stretched away from the river-gate of Carcas-
sonne three leagues, to the towers of Cabardes. To
the protection of this gloomy sanctuary—for to their
despair it was indeed a temple—the citizens rushed;
and on, on, through the ooze of the dreadful cavern,
which in happier times the boldest had shrunk from
approaching, esteeming it haunted by hobgoblins,
they tramped, willing to face the spirits of the yawn-
ing depth, if only they might escape the fiends who
raged before their city walls.

Meantime, when the curtain of the night was
lifted, and the light of day began to dazzle in the
grey eastern horizon, the crusadeérs were astonished
at not beholding the accustomed Vaudois sentries

* Historia de las Faicts d’Armas de Tolosa, p. 21. Sism., Hist.
Albig., p. 66.
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pacing the city walls. “Conscience does make cow-
ards of us all,” and remembering their own treach-
ery of the day before, they feared that some stupen-
dous mischief underlay the silence and desertion ;
for those of them who had grown greyest in the
wars had nev.y before seen a large population melt
into nothing in a night. '

At length however they entered Carcassonne,
and the legate took possession of the spoil in the
name of the church, excommunicating those of the
crusaders who should have appropriated any part
of it. But it long remained a mystery what had
become of the teeming population which had van-
ished under cover of that August night.*

The abbot of Citeaux thought himself obliged to
dissemble the villany to which he had had recourse,
and which had succeeded so badly. Accordingly on
the 15th of August, 1209, the day of the occupation
of the city, he issued a proclamation, in which he
unblushingly announced that he had signed a capit-
ulation by which he had permitted all the citizens to
quit Carcassonne with their lives only.+ And then,
deeming it essential to the honor of the holy church
that all the heretics should not escape him, he
caused a number of Vaudois whom he had picked
up upon his march, together with the knights who
had accompanied the viscount of Alby and Beziers
to his camp, to be collected in a group four hun-
dred and fifty large. Then this wanton butcher

¢ Sismondi, Hist. C'rusades against the Albigenses, p. 66.
t Ibid.
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selected out of that number fifty to be hanged,
and the remaining four hundred were burned alive,
to propitiate the malignant fury of his vengeful
church.*

All was now esteemed to have been accom-
plished. The count of Toulouse had submijtted to
the most degrading conditions ever before offered
to or accepted by a sovereign prince. The beauti-
ful and virgin Provengal plains had been rudely vio-
lated and soaked in blood. The gallant viscount
of Alby and Beziers was a hopeless prisoner in the
iron grasp of Montfort. The other Provengal no-
bles had published in their jurisdictions laws against
the Vaudois even more severe, if that were possi-
ble, than Rome demanded.

The French lords who, to gain the indulgence
of the church, had marched to the crusade, thought
that they had done enough to effect the salvation
of their souls; and weary of blood and ashamed of
the violation of their plighted faith, they chafed to
return to their castles.

All seemed satisfied, save the monks—save Dom-
inic Guzman, and Francis d’Assise his companion
in infamy, the founder of the despicable order of
St. Francis, and at their head the abbot of Citeaux.
The Vaudois were frozen with terror, but these
fanatics thirsted for their blood. The heretics,
leaving their homes to the pillage of the avaricious
and to the incendiary torch of the marauder, had
hidden in the mountains, and were outwardly silent;

* Bismondi, Hist. Crusades against the Albigenses, p. 66.
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but these bigots knew that inwardly they prayed to
that dear Jesus who for them had been nailed upon
the tree, that the torch of primitive Christianity
still smoked, if it-did not blaze, and this thought
would not let them rest.

The Vaudois were not exterminated. Their opin-
ions would still secretly circulate. Resentment for
outrages already suffered would alienate them yet
more irreconcilably from the Roman communion.
Their suffering would attach them still more devot-
edly to the tenets of their dissent, and the reforma- |
tion would break out afresh. “To turn back the
march of civilization, to obliterate the traces of a
mighty progress of the human mind, to efface the
foot-prints of the primitive and pure apostolic faith,
it was not sufficient to sacrifice, as an example,
hecatombs of victims ; the nation must be destroyed.
All who had participated in this grand develop-
ment of evangelical knowledge, of Christian thought,
of luminous science, must perish. None must be
spared, save the most boorish rustics, whose intelli-
gence was scarcely superior to the beasts whose
labor they shared.”* _

Such was the flagitious rationale of the Roman
see—such the avowed policy of the abbot of Citeaux,
and his twin jackals, Dominic and Francis d’Assise.

At the conclusion of the first crusade, just before
the great lords separated, the legate assembled a
council, and desired them to award the states of
Raymond Roger, forfeit to the church, to some

* Sism., Hist. of the Albig., Eng. transl., p. 68.
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lord who would engage to extirpate the remnant of
the Vaudois. The conquered territories were first
offered to Eudes III., duke of Burgundy; but he
refused them, saying that “he had plenty of do-
mains and lordships without taking that, to disin-
herit this unhappy viscount; and that it appeared
to him that they had done him evil enough, w1thout
despoiling him of his ancestral states.”*

This refusal, couched in such words, touched
the honor of all the barons; and the counts of Ne-
vers and of St. Paul, to each of whom the proffer
was made, held the same language. Then the sov-
ereignties were offered to Simon de Montfort, the
most greedy and ferocious of the vengeful band.
This infamous noble, then lord of but a single cas-
tle, Montfort Amaury, situated some ten leagues
from Paris, though he was of an illustrious house,
said to have been descended from king Robert by a
natural son,t after some feigned reluctance, finally
accepted the bloody and usurped gift, thus by his
ambition raising himself to the rank of the grand
feudatories. )

De Montfort had held the rightful sovereign of
- the states of ‘which he had just taken possession a
close prisoner in his donjon-keep ever since his
capture. It now became necessary to sweep this

* Sism., Hist. of the Albig., Eng. transl., p. 68. '

+ Preefatio Camaratii Tricassini in Petrum Vallis Cernai. This
historian of the crusade, so often quoted in these pages, was a
Bernardin monk ; his convent was situated near Montfort Amaury ;

and he was a vassal of Simon de Montfort, whom he followed to
the war.
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obstacle completely from his path; for even in
chains the young viscount haunted him, presaging
evil to himself and to his house. Raymond Roger
was a rare character. His neighbors loved him.
His people idolized him, and prayed for him daily.
The Vaudois especially enshrined him in their heart
of hearts. Possibly his powerful and kingly rela-
tive of Aragon would be disposed to throw his royal
ermine over his hapless nephew’s defenceless form.
Clearly it was Montfort’s policy to get rid of his
prisoner, too strong even in irons. With this fero-
cious and sullen fanatic, to docide was to act. Ac-
cordingly Montfort gave the necessary order for his
death, at the same time spreading a report that the
viscount had died of dysentery. But the fraud was
too transparent. The public voice and conscience
openly accused De Montfort of having poisoned his
princely captive; and even Innocent III. acknow-
ledged that the viscount perished by violence.*
Thus, in the flower of his age, ended the mortal
career of Raymond Roger, viscount Alby and Be-
ziers, chivalric as any Paladin of them all; a knight,
like Bayard, sans peur et sans réproche, worthy to
be a martyr in the grandest of all causes; a heroic
soldier in the “good fight” which Bunyan has de-
scribed ; another victim added to the swollen cata-
logue of Roman intolerance and depravity. History
takes his name from the Roman rubric of heretical
malefactors, and placing it among her jewels, writes

* Hist. de las Faicts, ete., p. 20. Innocentii III. Epist., lib.
XV., ep. 212. '
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proudly, RayMoNxp ROGER, THE DEFENDER OF THE
Vaupois.

Upon the conclusion of the campaign of 1209,
Count Raymond of Toulouse, having submitted in
- every thing to the pontifical requisition, thought
himself sure of reconciliation with the church ; but
he was surrounded by men whose interest it was to
prolong his punishment, if not to perpetuate it.
The bishop of Toulouse, a recreant troubadour,
Foulquét de Marseille, who had in other days gain-
ed some fame by his amatory verses, but who, dis-
gusted with the world, had retired to a cloister,
where he had fostered the passions of fanaticism
and persecution,* was Count Raymond’s open foe.
The two jackal inquisitors, Dominic and Francis,
- hated him because he had once tolerated the Vau-
dois. The abbot of Citeaux was his declared ene-
my ; while Simon de Montfort, looking from his
usurped viscountal palace at Carcassonne across
upon Raymond’s contiguous territories, thought
how goodly his heritage would be if only the count-
ship of Toulouse could be added to it. He was
urged on therefore by the double motive of relig-
ious fanaticism and political ambition. These wor-
thies, working tirelessly and secretly, defeated every
measure which Raymond of Toulouse could elabo-
rate for the procuration of his pardon. In the early
part of 1210, the count had visited Rome, and in an
interview with Innocent, had learned that the con-
sideration of his case had been confided to an

* 8ism., Literature of the South of Europe, vol. L, p. 115.
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ecclesiastical council about to be convened at St.
Gilles.*

Raymond hastened home to meet the council.
Meantime the abbot of Citeaux had harangued its

members, and so prejudiced them against the count,

that, without granting him an opportunity to clear
himself of the charges laid against him, the council
again fulminated an excommunication against him
in the name of the church.t

Simon de Montfort, with a powerful army—for
though most of the great barons had retired, many,
influenced either by that fanaticism which led them
to take the cross, by the hope of securing a perma-
nent establishment in a conquered country, or by
the promise of plunder and adventure, still adhered
to the banner of the crusade which the new viscount
carried—had now the desired pretext for entering
and ravaging Count Raymond’s dominions. At the
same time crowds of monks headed by Guy and Ar-
nold Amalric of Citeaux, issued from their convents,
and recommenced preaching the crusade. Gather-
ing about them troops of ferocious and superstitious
warriors, they proclaimed that there was no vice so
deeply rooted, no crime so black, that a gala cam-
paign of forty days in the south of France would
not obliterate. Paradise with all its glories was
opened to them, without the necessity of the slight-
“est reformation of their conduct.}

* Innocentii ITL Epistole, lib. XII., pp. 159, 169.

t Petri Vall. Cern., cap. XXXIX., p. 586, Hist. Albig.
1 8ism., Hist" of the Albig., p. 83.



THE REIGN OF TERROR. 95

Accustomed to confide their consciences to their
priests, to listen to the voice of Rome as to the
thunders of the dread God of Sinai, never to submit
what appertained to the faith to the arbitrament of
reason, these besotted crowds really regarded those
beloved children of God’s right hand, the Vaudois,
as a nest of heretics who bred contagion.

So the roads were once more blocked with the
advancing enthusiasts. Alice of Montmorency, De
Montfort’s wife, assumed the control of the forces
raised by the exhortations of the monks.*

® At the commencement of Lent, 1210, her husband
came to meet her at Pezenas. He no sooner found
himself at the head of a large and well-appointed
army, than he gave full sway to his evil passions.

A few lords still ventured to defend either the
independence of their jurisdiction, or that of their
conscience. De Montfort now essayed to crush
this opposition by new judicial magsacres. His
fresh horde of fanatics swept through the country
with desolating fury. The feudal state of indepen-
dence had multiplied the isolated fortresses which
served at once for residences and strong-holds.
The smallest provinces were covered with citadels.
These castles then received De Montfort’s first
attention. Many of them were abandoned on his
approach. Others which ventured to resist, were
razed, while their heroic defenders were either hang-
ed upon gibbets, or roasted alive for the honor of
the mother church. The castle of Brom being cap-

* Hist. de Languedoc., liv. XXI., p. 197. Fleury, Hist. Eccles.
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tured by the crusaders on the third day of the siege,
De Montfort selected a hundred of its wretched in-
habitants, Vaudois who had been denounced by the
priestly spies who sped before the men-at-arms to -
procure lists of heretics, and having torn out their
eyes and cut off their noses, sent them in this state,
under the guidance of a one-eyed man, to the neigh-
boring Vaudois castle of Cabaret, to announce to
that garrison the fate which awaited them.*

‘When De Montfort found the citadels deserted,
not being able to reach human beings, he wreaked
his vengeance upon the twining vines, the oliwe-
trees, and the blooming gardens which lent rare
beauty to the landscape, and made Provence the
queen of nations, the idyl of territories.t

The pen of history falters when it follows this
rude butcher upon his devastating marauds, nor is
it necessary to detail with absolute minuteness the
harrowing scenes of this frightful war, which yet
possesses strange interest.

The siege of the castle of Minerva was one of
the most remarkable of the war, and is detailed at
lengtli by the ancient chroniclers. This citadel was
built upon a steep and almost inaccessible rock,
surrounded by precipices, and was regarded as one
of the most impregnable strong-holds in the Gauls.
It belonged to Guiraud de Minerva, a Vaudois
nobleman, and one of the best knights in Southern

© Histoire de Languedoe, liv. XXI., ch. LXXXIX,, p. 191.
t Petri Val. Cer., Hist. Albig., cap. XXXIV. ét V., pp. 58L
682,
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France. The crusaders brought against it their
finest men-at-arms, De Montfort and the abbot of
Citeaux being present in person.*

The Vaudois defended themselves for seven
weeks with a valor which extorted the admiration
even of De Montfort. But when, on account of the
heat of summer—it was under the fierce sun of
July—the water in their wells and cisterns failed,
they demanded a capitulation. Terms were finally
agreed upon; but when they were read in the coun-
cil of war, one article, which provided that those
Vaudois who were converted to the Roman faith
might quit the castle alive, was violently opposed.
“Robert de Mauvoisin,” says the monk Vaux Cernai,
“a nobleman entirely devoted to the papal see, eried
that  the pilgrims would never submit to this ; since
it was not to convert heretics, or to show mercy to
them, but to kill them, that they had taken the
cross.” The abbot Arnold, better acquainted with
the obstinate devotion of the heretics, replied, ‘ Fear
not, for I believe that very few will be converted.’”’t

Shortly after, the crusaders entered the castle
chanting the Z'¢ Deum, and preceded by the cross
and by the standards of Montfort.

God’s children had assembled in two Vaudois
churches, the men in one, the women in the other,
and while the fanatical bands of Rome began to sing
the 2%¢ Deum, they calmly responded by chanting
one of their simple hymns of praise, pausing be-

@ Petri Vall. Cern., Hist. Albig., cap. XXXV., p. 586
1 Ibid. p. 588. 5

Huguenots,
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tween each sob of the music to encourage each
other by a mute caress, or to seek new strength in
fervent prayer. Not one flinched ; not one made
the slightest effort to escape the awful doom which
each knew awaited him. The honor of becoming a
martyr for the holy cause of that sweet Jesus who
was himself a man of sorrow, gave unwonted digni-
ty to the rudest carriage. It was the ecstacy of
religious faith, one of the grandest sermons to which
that brutal band of heated zealots, smeared with
martyr-blood, ever listened.

The abbot, Guy de Vaux Cernai, to fulfil the
articles of capitulation, came to these Vaudois, and
began to preach the Roman faith to them. He was
instantly interrupted. ¢ Sir priest,” was the unan-
imous cry, “we want not your exhortations. We
have renounced the church of Rome ; we have be-
come the children of a purer light; we draw our con-
solation from a higher source, even from our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for
evermore, Amen. Your labor is vain; desist. For
neither life nor death can make us renounce that
precious Bible whose truths we have embraced.”*

The abbot, surprised and strangely moved, next
visited the assembly of Vaudois women. He found
them as resolute, and still more enthusiastic in their
declarations.t '

The ferocious De Montfort, in his turn, visited
the Vaudois. -Already he had piled up enormous

* Petri Vall. Cern., Hist. Albig., cap. XXXVII., p. 583.
+ Ibid.
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masses of dry wood. The executioners, in their
black gowns, stood ready. The impatient soldiery
clamored hoarsely for the féte to begin. * Be con-
verted to the Roman faith,” said the ruthless cru-
sader, “or ascend this pile.” None were shaken.
The wood was fired ; the whole square was envel-
oped in a tremendous conflagration. The greedy
tongues of the lurid flame licked the crackling wood
as if hungry and impatient for their human prey.
The Vaudois were conducted to their funeral pyre,
but no violence was necessary to compel them to
enter the blazing, torturing fire; they voluntarily
precipitated themselves into it, their sweet Proven-
cal hymns quivering upon their lips, or else repeat-
ing that grandest of the beatitudes: “ Blessed are ye
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : for great 18 your re-
ward tn heaven ; for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you.”* High above the fierce
crackling of the flames, high above the hoarse roar
of the fanatic multitude, rake the pathetic wail of
the Vaudois supplication, until God came to their
deliverance, and through the open and thrice wel-
come door of death their unfettered souls winged

* St. Matthew 5:11, 12. Petri Cern., cap. XXXVIIL., p. 584.
We are indebted to this monk, the panegyrist both of his abbot
Guy de Vaux Cernai and Simon de Montfort, a bigoted Romanist,
who narrates gleefully the most hideous details of the Vaudois per-
secution, for the account given above of the conduct of the Mi-
nerva ‘heretics.” His account is more summarily confirmed by
the ¢ Historia de las Faicts de Tolosa.”
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their way to that bourne where ““the wicked cease
from troubling, and the weary be at rest.”

The capture of Minerva was quickly followed by
the siege of Termes, a strong castle upon the bor-
ders of Roussilon, which was commanded by its
lord, a valiant captain named Raymond of Termes.
This gellant soldier made a grand defence for
“ Christ and liberty.” The patience of the crusad-
ers was sorely tried, and De Montfort beheld his
army terribly thinned by sickness and the Vaudois
sword. He made a fresh appeal to the fanaticism
of the French provinces, each of which, in response,
dispatched in its turn a numerous contingent to his
camp. Meantime, after four weary months of inces-
sant combat, gaunt famine stared the Vaudois in
the face, and thirst parched their throats.- An
attempt was made to escape from the castle into
the surrounding mountains.

The Vaudois did indeed pass the first line of
De Montfort’s intrenchments, and dispersing in the
shadowy recesses of the country, shaped their flight
towards Catalonia.® Bmt soon their escape became
known in the camp of the crusaders. The knights
mounted in hot haste and scoured the roads; the
men-at-arms, impressing peasants to guide them,
searched the innermost recesses of the mountains.
Each one exhorted the other not to let those who
had cost the host so much sweat and blood escape
their vengeance.

The unhappy Vaudois, encumbered by aged men,
by women, by children, were speedily overtaken and



THE REIGN OF TERROR. 101

remorselessly slaughtered where they stood. A few
were conducted alive to the presence of Simon de
Montfort, among the number the gallant Raymond
of Termes. These, with the exception of their lord,
were publicly burned alive for the edification of the
crusaders, But De Montfort reserved Raymond
of Termes for a more hapless lot. He confined him
at the bottom of a tower in Carcassonne, in a damp
dungeon whose walls were coated with ice, where,
with exquisite cruelty, he suffered him to languish
for many years,* a prototype of the wretched pris-
oners of the Inquisition, or perhaps of-that myste-
rious “iron mask,” whose lineage is enshrouded
with such gloomy interest in French history.

The miserable inhabitants of this unhappiest
of countries found no asylum which could protect
them. Neither woodland dell nor mountain cavern
could screen them from the keen sight of the hun-
ters of the Romish Babylon. Provence shivered
in mute sympathy with the agony of her children.
The pagan cruelty of the most monstrous of the
Roman emperors was white when set against the
blackness of De Montfort’s infamy. Torquemada
himself might have learned from him new lessons
in the cruel skill of torture. Horror was heaped
upon horror, until the benumbed and decimated
Vaudois began to creep with languid foatsteps
across the borders of a territory surrendered to
the ravé.ge of demoniacs into happier lands.

© Petri Vall. Cern., Hist. Albig., cap. XLIL, p. 592. Hist. de
las Faicts, etc., p. 29. Ber. Guidonis, Vita Innocentii III., p. 482,
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CHAPTER VII.
THE REVOLT.

AT length even the timid patience of Count Ray-
mond of Toulouse was exhausted. He had surrep-
dered every thing, promised évery thing, submitted
to every thing, in his efforts to court a reconciliation
with the church. But cozened and maltreated by
the perfidious minions of the pontifical see, he was
now goaded to desperation, and like the hunted
. stag, turned at bay. Well would it have been for
his knightly fame and for his Christian honor if,
instead of faltering so long, he had .at the outset
united with his nephew in the defence of their
mutual states. '

He now formed a close alliance with the counts
of Comiges and of Foix, with Gaston, viscount of
Béarn, Savary de Mauléon, seneschal of Aquitaine,
and the other lords of those provinces who were
accused of heresy or of tolerance, and whose inter-
ests were united with his own.*

Count Raymond also negotiated a treaty of
offence. and defence with Don Pedro of Aragon;
and gathering his forces well in hand, dashed with
gallant purpose against the invaders of his coun-
try.+

¢ Sism., Hist. of Albig., p. 95. 1 Ibid
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- De Montfort also was at the head of a fine
army, inured to danger, well disciplined, and accus-
tomed to victory.

He first advanced to Lavaur, a strong ca.stle
five leagues distant from Toulouse. This strong-
hold, afterwards raised to the rank of an episcopal
see, was then the property of a widow named Gui-
raude, whom her brother Aimery de Montreal had
recently joined, with eighty other knights like him-
self despoiled by the crusaders of their fiefs. Aim-
ery, Guiraude, and most of their defenders, were all
open believers in the Vaudois creed. They had
opened an asylum to those of the reformed who
were persecuted in the various adjacent villages ; so

Jthat their fortress, which was kept well stored and
well manned, and which was surrounded with strong
walls and girded with deep ditches, was esteemed
one of the principal seats of the hefesy.*

The defence of Lavaur was long and stubborn.
But at length the fanaticism, the numbers, and the
pernicious skill of the crusaders triumphed; the
_city was taken by assault, and De Montfort, behold-
ing his too ardent soldiers already busied in the
work of indiscriminate massacre, besought them
rather to make prisoners, that the priests of the
living God might not be deprived of their promised
joys.t “Very soon”—we here quote from the nar-
rative of the monk of Vaux Cernai, himself an eye-
witness of the scene—*they dragged out of the

© Petri Vall. Cern., Hist. Albigens, cap. XLIX., p. 596.
t Ibid.
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castle Aimery de Montreal and other knights to
-the number of eighty. The noble count of Mont-
fort immediately ordered these to be hanged; but
as Aimery, the stoutest of them, was strung up, the
gallows fell, for in their haste the executioners had
not well fixed it in the ground. The count, seeing
that this would cause great delay, ordered the rest
to be massacred; and the pilgrims receiving the
command with the greatest avidity, very soon slew
- them on the spot. The lady of the castle, who was
a sister of Aimery and an execrable heretic, was,
by. the count’s order, thrown alive into a pit, which
was slowly filled up with stones. Afterwards our
pilgrims collected the innumerable heretics who
had fled to this citadel, and burned them alive with_
the utmost joy.”* ,

Such is the gloating recital of an unblushing
monk who was’ at once the witness and the pane-
gyrist of these freezing horrors.

The crusaders quitted the ruins of Lavaur to
hasten forward to the siege of Toulouse, Count
Raymond’s capital.

“This city,” says Sismondi, ¢ was far from hav-
ing been completely converted to the reformation
of the Vaudois; the Romanists still composed the
greater number of the inhabitants, though the Vau-
dois were numerous and counted their disciples

© Petri Vall. Cern., Hist. Albigens, cap. LIIL, pp. 598, 599.
This account is confirmed by Bernardi Guidonis in the Vita Inno-
centi IIL, p. 482, where we are informed that four hundred of the
Vaudois were burned at Lavaur.
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among the most enlightened citizens. The magis-
trates, when asked why they did not drive out the
heretics, replied, ¢ We cannot; we have been brought
up among them, we have relations among them, and
we daily witness the goodness of their lives.” The
Romanism of Toulouse was therefore very different
from that of Northern France. The proverbial im-
precation, ‘ I would rather be a priest, than have done
such a thing,’ was as common in Roman as in Vau-
dois mouths. Indeed the Romanism of Toulouse
was so unnaturally liberal, owing to the leaven of
the Reformation, as quite to justify the indignant
affirmation of the most ancient historian of the cru-
sade, that Toulouse ought rather to be called Zota
~ dolosa.”™*

Still the bishop Fouquét had imbued a number
of the most ignorant citizens with his own fanati-
cism. These formed themselves into a society
called The White Company, five thousand of whom
had joined De Montfort beneath the walls of La-
vaur.t This society had erected a tribunal by its
own authority, before which it dragged those who
were accused by its spies of being Vaudois. The
partisans of the Reformation, reinforced by the
friends of toleration, formed a counter association
called The Black Company, whose object it was to
resist and punish the lawless outrages of the fanat-
ics. These two troops met often in the streets,
armed, and with ensigns displayed; and many

* Sismondi, History of the Albigenses, p. 99.

t Ibid.
B*
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towns, which belonged to one side or the other,
were alternately besieged.* ¢ Thus,” says William
Puy Laurens, a contemporaneous chronicler, “did
our Lord, by the ministry of his servant the bishop,
instead of a bad peace, excite among them a good
war.”t

But while Fouquét was striving to kindle a war
" among his flock, Count Raymond was busied in
restoring peace among his subjects. He succeeded
so well that, when De Montfort appeared before
the city and summoned it to surrender, the united
voice of the city spoke in the tone of the consul,
who said that Toulouse refused either to renounce
its fidelity to its count, notwithstanding his excom-
munication, or to deliver up to punishment those of
its citizens who were suspected of cherishing the
Vaudois tenets.} .

Fouquét, bitterly angered at this refusal, in-
stantly called in his priests, assembled them in a
body at the cathedral, excommunicated all the Tou-
lousians, and then quitted the city barefoot at the
head of his monks, who carried the holy sacrament
in the procession and chanted litanies as they
marched.§

However, Toulouse did not suffer the fate to
which its charitable bishop had deserted it. On

@ Guill. de Podie Laur., cap. XV., p. 675.

1 Ibid, p. 675 s

t Sism., Hist. Albigen., p. 100. Fleury, Hist. Eccles. de las
Faicts de Tolosa, p. 30.

§ Petri Vall. Cern., cap. LV., p. 600.
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.the contrary, Count Raymond, assisted by the
counts of Foix and of Comiges, so pressed De
Montfort, that he was not only compelled to raise
the siege of Toulouse, but to retreat in his turn
before the victorious Provengal squadrons to the
shelter of one of his strong-holds, Castelnaudory.*

But De Montfort’s cry for aid soon brought
another swarm of fanatics to his assistance. Count
Raymond was repulsed. The country which, in his
hour of misfortune, had vented its hate against him
by rising in universal insurrection and spewing
forth his garrisons, was again furiously harried;
while Count Raymond retired into Aragon to re-
cruit his forces and to form a junction with his
royal ally and kinsman.t

Marked by these and similar vicissitudes, seve-
ral years passed sadly by. In the autumn of 1213
the disastrous battle of Murét was fought, in which
king Pedro of Aragon, who had generously ad-
vanced to reinstate his brother in his dignities, lost
his life,} and Count Raymond’s star, with that of
religious toleration, seemed for ever sunk below
the angry herizon. :

The ferocious activity of De Montfort was not
decreased by the victory of Murét, or by the volun-
tary exile of Count Raymond in the Aragonese ter-

* Petri Vall. Cern., cap. 55, p. 601.

t Preuves de I'Histoire de Languedoc, p. 232. Hist. de las
Faicts, etc., p. 38. Lettre des Habitants de Toulouse 4 Pierre,
Roi d’Aragon.

1 Raynaldi, Annal. Eccl., 1213, p. 249. Joan Marianse, Hist.
Hisp., cap. 2, p. 558.
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ritories. Entering upon that unhappy nobleman’s
vacant countship, he ravaged it for the third time
from corner to corner, and himself assuming the
reins of government, with the congenial Fouquét as
his adviser, gave full sway to his bigotry and insa-
tiable ambition.

In 1216, Pope .Innocent III. died.* His pon-
tificate had been one of the most stormy and arbi-
‘trary in the papal annals. Possessed of remarkable
executive talent, and of an ambition as far reaching
as that of Lucifer, no one of the popes, excepting
perhaps Hildebrand, had done so much to consoli-
date the Roman despotism. He was merciless in
the execution of his ecclesiastical projects, steeled
against the presumptuous wretch who ventured to
reject his creed, impious in his profanation of God’s
name and of the cross of Christ, and his memory is
burdened with the inception of the Inquisition, with
the incorporation of the most perfidious maxims
into the canons of his church, and with the curses
of those innocent children of the Most High, the
Vaudois, whom his stentorian voice, echoing over
Europe, first taught the nations to pewsecute.

Meantime Count Raymond was not idle. Se-
cretly informed of all that was passing in Provence,
he learned with joy that the barbarous and iron
rule of Simon de Montfort was felt to be intolera-
ble by the most tolerant people on the face of the
globe. The inhabitants of Toulouse dispatched an
embassy to invite him to return to them, and pledg-

* Bernardi Guidonis, Vita Innocentii IIL



- THE REVOLT. 109

ing themselves to support him with the heartiest
and most loving zeal . *

Encouraged by these attestations of attachment,
the count raised an army in Aragon and Catalonia,
at the head of which, after some reverses, he finally
marched, in 1217, into Provence, entering once more
his ancient capital amid the joyous acclamations of
the populace.t

De Montfort’s mingled fanaticism and ambition
made him equal to the occasion. Instantly dis-
patching Fouquét, bishop of Toulouse, with James
de Vitry, the historian of the last combats of the
Holy Land, into France, to preach a new crusade,
he summoned his brother Guy de Montfort and
his son Amaury to his side, and hastening towards
Toulouse, hoped to attack it before the citizens
. could rebuild their levelled walls, and while, haunt-
ed by the memory of former chastisements, they
yet hesitated between affection and fear.y

Appearing before the capital early in Septem-
ber, the crusaders at once made a vigorous assault.
They were as vigorously hurled back into the sur-
rounding ditches; while Simon’s brother Guy, to-
gether with his nephew the count of Bigorre, fell
dangerously wounded.

De Montfort then commenced a regular siege,
at the same time sending his wife Alice of Mont-
morency to the court of Philip Augustus, to solicit

* Histoire de las Faicts de Tolosa, p. 45.
t Hist. Albigenses, cap. LXXXIV., LXXXV., p. 662. Sism.,
Hist. Albig., p. 143. t Fleury, Hist. Eccles.
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his aid.* Meantime the siege proved tedious. Pro-
longed through the winter, it dragged ineffectually
into the ensuing spring and summer. Daily dart-
ing from their citadels, the Toulousians stung their
besiegers with constantly increasing venom.

At length, on the 25th of June, 1218, Count Ray-
mond made a sally, and pushing resolutely towards
one of De Montfort’s most destructive engines,
called a “cat,” because with ‘its ponderous paw it
beat breaches in the wall, captured it.

The butcher of the Vaudois was at mass when

the news of the sortie was brought to him. In-

stantly arming himself, he headed his men-at-arms,
and charged fiercely to the rescue of his favorite
engine. He was successful. The Vaudois were
repulsed. But while De Montfort stood with his
battalion before the unwieldy paw of his strange
machine, an enormous stone, cast with Titanic
~ power and with vengeful certainty from a catapulta
upon the city walls, struck the redoubted monster
full upon the head, and hurled him maimed and
lifeless to the ground, while his countenance was
still distorted with a grin of sardonic satisfaction
on account of his latest and last success.t
Amaury de Montfort, the dead fanatic’s son and
heir, collected his scattered and affrighted soldiers,

© Hist. de las Faicts ' Armas de Tolosa, p. 93.
+ Petri Valli Cernai, Hist. Albigen., cap. LXXXVIL, p. 664.
Guil. de Podie, cap. XXX., p. 684. Hist. de las Faicts de Tolosa,

p- 94. Hist. de Languedoc, liv. XXIII., chap. XXVIIL, p. 803, .

Sism., Hist. Albigenses, p. 150.

,
f’/
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and receiving their homage and oath of fidelity as
his father’s successor in the usurped countship of
Toulouse, for a little longer persisted in the siege
of the jubilant city.

Butin vain. In the latter days of J uly, 1218, he
retired with his shattered cohorts into Carcassorne,
where De Montfort was buried with great pomp.*

* Petri Vallis Cern., Hist. Albig., cap. XXXVI., p. 664. Guil.
de Podie, cap. XXX., p. 684. Hist. de las Faicts de Tolosa, p.
94, Hist. de Languedoc, liv. XXIII., ch. XXVIIL, p. 303. Sis-
mondi, Hist. Albig., p. 150.
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CHAPTER VIII.

THE FINAL MASSACRE.

For a few brief years Provence enjoyed com-
parative repose. Its singular fertility, which the
Vandal hoof of war was unable to tread out, soon
made Languedoc begin once more to smile. After
De Montfort’s death, the demon of fanaticism fled
with a shriek. Count Raymond, old and broken,
delegated his government to his son Raymond VIL,
already rendered illustrious by high exploits, and
who, possessed of a more experienced constancy
and of a loftier character, seemed destined for a
happier reign.*

Rome, torn by internecine broils, and ruled by
the irresolute sceptre of Honorius IIL, who had
succeeded the grasping Innocent, appeared to relax
its vigilance. Northern Europe, engaged in pre-
paring for another crusade against the Saracens,
was for a moment oblivious of Provence, where her
knights considered that they had drowned the Vau-
dois church in the blood of its martyrs. Philip
Augustus, busied in the west in wrenching English
France from the craven grasp of king John, was
inclined to temporize with the Provencals. The
Vaudois nobles had united and driven out Amaury
de Montfort from the viscounty of Alby and Be-

* Sism., Hist. Crusade against the Albigenses, p. 144.
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ziers, installing the son and heir of the murdered
prince, Raymond Roger, in his rightful states. The
horizon was lit up with a deceptive brilliancy—too
soon, alas, followed by the devastating 'storm—and
the Vaudois church, rising from the sea of gore,
enjoyed an apparent resurrection, and with un-
shaken constancy relumed the lamp of the ancient
faith.*

After the extinction of a fire, some sparks will
still ie concealed under the ‘ashes. These, fanned
by the gale, may kindle a new flame, which, after
devouring all the combustible matter within its
reach, will in its turn be quenched. So the mo-
mentary toleration in Provence recalled the preach-
ers of the crusades, reattracted the attention of Eu-
rope, reawoke the napping fanaticism of the faith-
ful, and launched a new horde of brutal enthusiasts
upon the Vaudois, so that those of them who had
escaped the first massacre were mostly involved in
the searching destruction of the second.

In 1222, while the gathering tempest soughed
ominously in the scowling heavens, but before the
fell fury of the storm burst, Raymond VL. dfed sud-
denly at Toulouse.t Though this prince had shown
neither distinguished talents nor force of character;
though he had been early induced to assent to what
he disapproved, and to inscribe his name among

© On the renewed progress of the Vaudois, not only in Pro.
vence, but in Leon and Galicia, see Jo. Mariana de rebus Hispan.,
lib. IL, cap. V., p. 556.

1 Sismondi’s History of the Albigenses, p. 165.
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those who' came to ravish his country, and who
cherished.'the secret purpose of depriving him of
his heritage; though he had submitted with patient
. feebleness to all the ecclesiastical censures, to all
the personal outrages which the legates, the pope,
and the council of the Lateran could heap upon
him, yet he died regretted and loved by his Vaudois
subjects, who did not forget that he had incurred
all this contumely by his indulgence towards them;
that he had abhorred the bloodshed and racking
tortures inflicted upon his states by the crusaders;
and that, spite of the persuasion with which the
crusaders had succeeded in inspiring him, that his
religious duty as well as his temporal interest
demanded these persecutions, he had always done
his utmost to check the barbarous zeal of the exe-
cutioners.

His administration had been gentle. Public
liberty in the cities, commerce, manufactures, sci-
ence,.poetry—all had made rapid progress under
his fostering care. But he was accused of feeling
compassion for heretics. For this reason he was
not only persecuted through life, but the spiteful
vengeance of Rome followed him even for ages after
death. His son could never obtain the honors of
sepulture for his body. His coffin was deposited
near the burial-ground of St. John of Toulouse,
waiting the permission of the holy see for its inter-
ment. It was still there in the middle of the four-
teenth century; but as it was only of wood, and as
no one took care for its preservation, it was broken,
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and his bones were dispersed in the sixteenth cen-
tury. The skull alone of the hapless count was
long preserved in the chateau of the Hospitallers of
St. John of Toulouse, to which order Raymond VI
had once belonged.*

In the year following the death of the count of
Toulouse, 1223, Philip Augustus breathed his last.t
One of the ablest kings since the weighty sceptre
of Charlemagne swayed Europe, he aspired to con-
solidate an empire as vast as that of his great pred-
ecessor. He did indeed add materially to the gran-
deur of medismval France, leaving to his successor
an enlarged kingdom whose resources were care-
fully husbanded.

The ferocious bishop Fouquét, who was at
Rheims on the accession of Louis VIIIL, better
known in history as Saint Louis, eagerly seized that
opportunity to enlist the superstitious young king
in a new crusade against the Vaudois. Louis lis-
tened approvingly to the seductive eloquence of the
renegade troubadour, ordered the sacred war to be
preached throughout France, persuaded Honorius
IIT. to kindle the zeal of Europe at large, and then,
arming with avidity, swept like a vulture to the
banquet of blood.}

Then the cruelties of De Montfort’s régime were .

* Sism., Hist. Albigenses, Eng. transl., p. 166.

t Chronique St. Denys, p. 416. Raynaldi, Annal. Eccles.
Fleury, Hist. Eccles.
t Preuves de I'Hist. de Languedoc. Bernardi Guidonis, Vita

Honorii IIL, p. §70. Matthew of Paris, p. 267, et Hist. de France,
p- 758.
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reénacted. The crusaders had returned with seven
other devils worse than the first. Hell was once
more in, full chorus, while all good Romanists join-
ed in the tune. Monks marched from city to city
preaching ferocity, and then facilitating by perfidy
the execution of their counsels. The fanatics pil-
laged towns and villages and castles; outraged
women, and even little girls; and then forming in
circles around the blazing stakes at which the Vau-
dois were burning, with an impious affectation of
devotion, chanted in unison the hymn Veni Creator,
while the wail of their tortured victims ascended to
the pitying heavens.*

No human calculation can ascertain with any
precision the dissipation of wealth, or the wanton
destruction of innocent life, which were the conse-
quences of these crusades against a people whose
only crime was that their lives bloomed with the
beatitudes. Scarcely a peasant but reckoned some
member of his family cut short in the flower of his
days by fanatical violence; not one but had repeat-
edly seen his property ravaged and his household
insulted by the crusaders. More than three quar-
ters of the knights and landed proprietors of the
proscribed territories had been despoiled of their
fiefs.t

Yet the sanguinary fury of fanaticism was not
glutted. In 1229, the council of Toulouse estab-
lished the Inquisition in Provence as a permanent

* Sismondi, History of the Albigenses, p. 129.
t Ibid., p. 145. -
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institution.* The military power was reinforced by
the subtlety of the monks. A code of procedure,
framed for the express purpose of entrapping over-
cautious heretics into unsafe admissions, was pub-
licly circulated among the inquisitors.t

The Vaudois supported their doctrines by the
authority of the holy Scriptures—the most un-
learned among them could repeat large portions of
the Bible by heart. Therefore the first indication
of heresy was considered to be the citation either
of the epistles or of the gospels; the second was
any exhortation against the vices of the day, or any
assertion of the necessity of a change of spirit in
order to be saved; and the third was to show any
compassion to the prisoners of the Inquisition.}

The Council of Toulouse decided that the read-
ing of the sacred Scriptures should not be permit-
ted. “We prohibit,” says the fourth canon of that
memorable council, “the laity from having the
books of the Old and New Testaments, unless it be,
at the most, that any one wishes to have, from de-
votion, a psalter, a breviary, or the hours of the
blessed Mary; but we forbid them, even then, to
have these translated into the vulgar tongue.”§

Another article read thus: “ We command that
whosoever shall be accused of the Vaudois heresy,
or be noted with suspicion, shall be deprived in

* Lambock, Hist. Inqui. Matthew of Paris, ete.

t Hist. de Languedoc. Sism., pp. 233-235. 1 Ibid.

§ Labbei, Concil. Tolosau, L 11, p. 427, et seq. Fleury, Hist,
Eccles., liv. 79, p. 58.
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sickness of the assistance of a physician. Like-
wise, when a sick person shall have received the
holy communion of his priest, it is our will that he
be watched with the greatest care to the day of
death or convalescence, that no heretic, nor any one
suspected of heresy, may have access to such a
one.”*

A little later, when executions became less fre-
quent because it was more difficult to procure Vau-
dois for their autos da f¢, it was decreed, that the
scent of the human hounds might be rendered
keener by a bribe, that the confiscated property of
a heretic should be shared between the spy who
denounced and the judge who condemned him.t

The philosophy of Rome in these measures is
evident. The reform had arisen from the first ad-
vancement in literature, and from the application
of judicious reason to religious instruction. By
thickening the darkmess, by striking the developing
mind and conscience of Christendom with a blight,
this fermontation could be arrested, and mankind
would bow once more in blind submission to their
hereditary belief. “I can never admit,” wrote Pas-
quier to the Dominican president, Brulart, ¢ that
the material arms of De Montfort would have over-
come the Vaudois without the holy exhortations
and the inquisitorial compulsions of St. Dominic
and St. Francis.”}

© Labbei, Concil. Tolosau, 1. 11, p. 427, et seq. Fleury, Hist.
Eccles., liv. 79, p. 58.

t Raynaldi, Annal. Ecoles., A. 1231, 16 et 17.

1 Quoted in Browning, Hist. Huguenots, p. 17
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The Vaudois met their fate with the meek hero-
ism of the earliest Christianis. Very few renounced
their faith.* Blood never ceased to flow, nor the
flames to devour their victims in these provinces,
now completely abandoned to the dark fanaticism
of the inquisitors. Tranquillity was never restored,
persecution was never suspended, even by the death
of its victims. The Provengals lived in a protracted
agony. '

Still the war raged.” The French king had an-
other motive besides the extirpation of heresy for
its prosecution. The struggle had a political phase.
The French court desired to round the empire into
symmetrical form by adding to it these provinces,
which bathed their feet in the blue waters of the
Mediterranean.t As this object was not defini-
tively accomplished until the year 1243, the “ sa-
cred war” continued to devastate those fields which
should have been covered by the richest harvests of
the south, those cities which had been animated by
commerce, industry, and intelligence, and to butcher
that noble population whose devotion to their faith
is the grandest legacy which the history of that time
has bequeathed to posterity.

Beneath the accumulated tortures to which they
were subjected the Vaudois melted slowly away.
Their opinions ceased to influence society. The
Provengal faith was no longer moulded on the
primitive apostolic model. By the middle of the

* Fleury, Hist. Eccles.
t Sism., Hist. Albigen., p. 242. t Ibid., pp. 226, 272.
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thirteenth century the Vaudois had apparently dis
appeared. Terror was still extreme, suspicion uni-
versal. Though the teaching of the proscribed
doctrine had seemingly ceased, yet the sight of a
book caused a shudder, and ignorance was a salu-
tary guarantee of safety.*

The Vaudois died as grandly as they lived. No
refinement of torture could rack from their suffer-
ing lips a disavowal of their belief. Often they
scorned to stoop even to concealment. Entering
voluntarily the lurid fires of the Inquisition, they
showed how martyrs could die for “Christ and
liberty.” Gaining strength from the devotional
rapture of St. Pa.ul they earned a right to repeat
with Him,

“ What shall we then say to these things? If
God be for us, who can be against us? He that
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for
us all, how shall he not with him also freely give
us all things?

“ Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s
elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand
of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all

* Sism., Hist. Albigenses, p. 238.
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these things we are more than conquerors, through
him that loved us. :

“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to sep-
arate us from the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”*

¢ Romans 8 : 31-39.

Huxurunts.
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CHAPTER IX.

THE INTERREGNUM.
| THE crime against the Vaudois was not the
" separate wickedness of a single nation. It was a
 mosaic of infamy, the legitimate, inevitable off-
spring of an ecclesiasticism which had employed
every art'to pervert the understanding and to cor-
- rupt the heart.
The Italian, Innocent IIL., first gave the signal
for this outrage upon human nature; and he also
- bestowed the recompense. He continually sharp-
ened the swords of the murderers, blunted in
slaughter. 'When the fanaticism of Europe droop-
ed, weary in its madness, he aroused it once more
to raving fury by his clamorous appeals.
The two Spaniards, the bishop of Ozma and
St. Dominic, the founders of the Inquisition, first
taught the perfidious art of seeking out in the vil-
lages those whom the priests were afterwards to tie
to their stakes. The Germans, invited by their
monks, flocked from the extremities of Austria to
glut their faith in massacre. And the English
Matthew Paris renders zealous testimony to the
activity of his countrymen in the same abandoned

cause, and to their triumphant joy at the miracle—
[
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for so he called the treachery of Beziers*—which
had avenged the Lord.+

- But the crime from which individual nationali-
ties are to be absolved, is to be laid upon the con-
science of Europe at large, and especially upon the
pernicious counsels of the Roman church, which
incited it, and juggled mankind into believing that
the elect could be saved by a baptism of innocent
and Christian blood.

Thus the reformation, of which the church had
so much need, the light which was to illuminate
the mind, to restore to morals their purity, to rea-
son its empire, and to religion its pristine flavor
and omnipotence, was repelled for three whole cen-
turies, and even much longer with regard to those
Italian and Spanish provinces which spoke the
Romanesque languages.

The Vaudeis taught too soon. Spreading their
pure iustructions through all the countries of the
western empire in the superstitious infancy of Eu-
rope; called:- to combat with an established and
arrogant ecclesiasticism—while the intellect of the
Sclavonic, the Latin, the Anglo-Saxon, and the Ger-
manic nations was not yet sufficiently awake to
perceive the light, but saw men as ttees walking—
they had no fulerum upon which to rest their lever.
Their truth was throttled by the mailed hand of
‘Rome. - .

As in the impious days of the crucifixion, “from

@ See Chapter 5, p. 75, and onwards.
t Matthew of Paris, London edition, p. 203. -
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the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land
unto the ninth hour,”* so now, when Christ was
crucified again in the person of his gospel, an aw-
ful darkness intervened. A frightful interregnum
vawned through three hundred years.

The Vatican smiled happily. It flattered itself
that it had for ever fettered the human mind, that
it had for ever choked the wail of outraged con-
science, that it had for ever crushed the insurrec-
tion of the soul.  The Vatican was mistaken. The
interregnum meant postponement, not conquest. For
two hundred years the fires had been kindled, yét’
still at intervals Romanists abandoned the faith of
their fathers to embrace that which must lead them
to the flames. In vain did the Inquisition essay to
compel the unfetterable mind to submission, and
to establish an invariable rule of faith. It saw
in the midst of the darkness which it had cre-
ated some luminous points loom up on the hori-
zon. It saw those sparks which it thought that
it had for ever quenched, but scatfered by its
folly, to light the universe once more. It had no
sooner conquered, than it was obliged to renew
the combat.
| The Vauddis were not exterminated, they, were
only dispersed. Proscribed, far from their coun-
try, now no more theirs, alas, they wandered from
the shores of the Mediterranean to the borders of
the frozen sea, from the Carpathian mountains to
the Orkney islands. Many also found their way

" © St. Matthew 27 : 45.
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into those obscure Piedmontese valleys which had
been the cradle of their reform.*

Finding an asylum in the cottages of the peas-

'ants or poor artisans, whose labors they shared in
profound secrecy, they taught their hosts to read

* the gospel in common, to pray in their native tongue
without the ministry of priests, while they them-
selves continued to praise God and to submit grate-
fully to the chastisements which his hand had in-
flicted as the means of their sanctification.

The sufferings which they had endured for their
sake made them cherish their tenets with the most
reverential awe, and hand them down from genera-
tion to generation unaltered, uncorrupted, embalm-
ed in the traditions of the Languedocian massacre.

Unable under the jealous eye of Rome to enjoy
the external consolations of religion, they were shut
up still more to internal communion. They ceased
to care for the visible world. They placed their
hands in God’s, and sobbed their griefs away upon
His heart who is the great Consoler. They believed
that heaven was the substantial world, that its joys
were the real joys, even for the body and the sense,
and that there was no delight except as it flowed
from God into heaven, and as it descended from
heaven into time.

Though robed in rags, they esteemed themselves
clothed more richly than the earth is when she
makes herself gay with flowers for her summer

* Sism., Hist. Albig. Bossuet, Hist. des Variations. Calvin's
Letters, etc.
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bridegroom ; more richly than the firmament is
when it wraps round itself the jewelled mantle of
the stars, puts constellations beneath its feet and
sunlight galaxies upon its head. For the joy of
God is woven into garments more splendid than
those which wrap the flaming spheres.

The truths of salvation which Christ had taught
which he had embalmed for ever by his sacred suf-
ferings, by the bloody sweat, and by the death on
Calvary, were to them august beyond all pictured
magnificence, radiant beyond all starry and all so-
lar splendors, sweeter than the embodied essences
of all odors which the spring pours in her jewelled
cup before God, more musical than the harmonies
that swell in grand cathedrals, that echo from hill
and vale in summer woods, that come borne in soft
sweetness in the happy talk of lovers, in the song
of storied saints, in voices of rapture pulsing by
moonlight over time’s dim sea. Before the super-
ual vision of God’s judgment they could only kneel
in speechless adoration ; if they tried to sing, the
hymn wailed out but brokenly through the imper-
fect human instrument.

After their dispersion, the Vaudois seemed to
vanish from the sullen history of the time. Seek-
ing safety in obscurity, they no longer, to the su-
perficial observer, appeared to impress their creed
upon the human mind. Yet a deeper view dis-
closes that they were the scatterers of God’s seed
in the furrows of these centuries, that they carried
the unflickering taper of the gospel from which the
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later reformers were enabled to light their torches.
They were the bridge which spanned the black
abyss which yawned between the overthrow of the
Vaudois church in Languedoc and the birth ef
Luther.

Though it is not clear that any of the Provencal
Christians established themselves in England, it
can hardly be doubted that Wickliffe acquired his
first evangelical conceptions from their preachers,
Wickliffe was a profound politician before he be-
came a luminous teacher of divinity. A favorite at
the court of St. James, he was dispatched in early
life by Edward III. on several diplomatic missions
to the popes at Rome and Avignon. Travelling
therefore through the south of France at a time
when the Vaudois were hunted and burned with
patient vindictiveness, his acute and inquiring mind
could not but occupy itself with investigating the
grounds of their dissent.* A little later, Wickliffe
held and publicly taught precisely the same tenets
which he had seen men roasted alive for holding in
Provence.

It may therefore be legitimately concluded that
the Vaudois convinced the great Englishman that
the church of Rome itself was wallowing in heresy. -

Many of the Vaudois took refuge in Germany
and in Bohemia, where Peter Waldo, their most
celebrated teacher, had found an asylum when driv-
en by priestly spite from his native Lyons, from

© Browning, Hist, Huguenots, p. 16. Life of Wickliffe, Lon-

don, 1783, p. 63. )
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Dauphiny, from Picardy, from Saxony; and where
he had died surrounded by the Bohemian moun-
taineers, the ancestors of Huss and Jeromte.* Thus
it was that God inoculated Bohemia with the truths
of primitive Christianity. When Wickliffe’s writ-
ings became known, the Bohemian Vaudois rallied,
and resumed existence as an independent evangel-
ical church.t

An interesting historical episode proves that
there were still some Vaudois remaining in South-
ern France in the middle of the fifteenth century.
It is recorded that the Vaudois of the towns of Ca-
briéres and Merindole, upon being menaced by the
inquisitors—always busy, always ubiquitous through
these sad years —dispatched deputies to Louis XIL
to plead their cause before that able and just king.
Although the priests strove to prevent it, they
secured an audience. The Vaudois ambassadors
declared that they received and taught the plena-
ry inspiration of the holy Scriptures, the apostles’
creed, the decalogue, and the Christian sacraments ;
but that they did not acknowledge the authority of
the pope, nor adopt the antichristian dogmas of the
Romish Babylon. Louis, surprised at the intelli-
gence, moderation, and Christian appearance of the
deputies, sent an envoy to inquire on the spot if
their assertions were indeed correct. The commis-
sioner, on his return, reported “that in those parts

* Waddington, Hist. Chh. previous to the Reformation, p. 292.
+ L’Enfant, Hist. de la Guerre des Hussites, et du Concile de
Bile.
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haptism was administered; that the articles of faith
and the ten commandments were taught; that the
Sabbath was solemnly observed ; that the word of
God was intelligently expounded, while portions of
it were familiar to the most unlettered rustics ; and
that as to the fornications and poisonings of which
they were accused, no instance of either could be
found.” “Wonderful!” ejaculated Louis; “these
people are much better Christians than myself and
all the rest of my orthodox subjects; let them re-
main undisturbed.” And this fiat of the king was
respected scrupulously throughout his life.*

For some generations the Piedmontese Vaudois,
although known to exist, were suffered to remain in
despised security.t But this may have been owing
to the fact that the latter part of the thirteenth cen-
tury and the commencement of the fourteenth were
occupied with the fierce struggles between the rival
factions in Italy of the Guelphs and Ghibelines. It
is also possible that the preaching of another cru-
sade in the East,} Europe’s last’ mighty effort to
wring the Holy Sepulchre from the Saracen, left
their persecution to abate.

But the Vaudois barely sufficed to keep aglow
the sinking embers of the gospel in these dismal
ages. Huss with his Bohemians, Wickliffe with his
Lollards, were in too fearful a minority to inaugu-
rate any thing but feeble local reforms, trodden

* Lampe, Hist. Eccl., p. 291. Browning, Hist. Huguenots, p. 16.
Turretin, Hist. Eccl. t Waddington, Hist. Chh., p. 292.
{ Hallam, Hist. Middle Ages.

o*
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down, with those who launched them, as soon as
the Roman sentinels descried them from the Vati-
can. They were powerless to reshape the character
of their epoch ; their opinions did not mould society
at large. They could only wait and suffer and
pray, floating down the centuries faith personified.

As proverbially it is darkest just before the
morning smiles, so now the gloom wrapped the uni-
verse, thick, impenetrable, ominous. Then came
those days never to be remembered without a blush,
the age of dwarfish virtues and gigantic vices; the
epoch of unreasoning superstition and unbridled
wrong ; the paradise of bigots. Swarms of licen-
tious priests swept through Europe, sparing neither
man in their Wrg.th nor woman in their lust. The
misshapen carcass of nominal Christianity lay huge
and drunken across Christendom. Grown lazy with
wicked prosperity, Rome was almost too indolent ™
to persecute.

Decked out in her gaudy rags, gay with silk
and velvet and satin, the gilded and painted strum-
pet of the papacy thought only of fétes, of feasts, of
dances, of pantomimes; the very services of the
altar were turned into a carouse.* The church
traded, like a Jewish huckster, in the relics of saints,
and bartered her usurped rights for gold with which
to fill her coffers, emptied in debauchery.t Pon-
tiffs, like Alexander VI., bloated with wine, with
murder, with adultery, with incest, sat as God, in

* D’Aubigné, Hist. Ref., vol. 1, passim.
t Michelét, Life of Martin Luther, p. 20.



THE INTERREGNUM. 131

the-temple of God, with horrible profanity cursing
the saints, and bestowing the apostolic benediction
upon sinners with drunken gravity.* Indecent
orgies were daily held in the Vatican, which were
openly attended by the pontifical mistresses. Eu-
rope was surrendered to the domination of demons,
" while pandemonium held wild jubilee.

““Thus all did turn degenerate, all depraved,
Justice and temperance, truth and faith forgot.”+

But God had long been preparing the way to
a glorious reformation by a baptism of suffering.
This reformation was to be the result of two dis-
tinet forces, the revival of learning and the resur-
rection of the gospel. The latter was the great
motor power, but the former was necessary as a
means.} The ignorance of Europe had enabled
Rome to stifle the cry of the Vaudois preachers.
There was no public opinion to which they could
appeal. There existed but two classes in society,
lawless despots and breadless serfs.

The invention of printing insured the triumph
of nascent Protestantism. By emancipating Europe
from the thraldom of ignorance, it secured its deliv-
erance from the harder slavery of Roman ecclesias-
ticism. Faust, under God, dug Christendom out of
medixval Jesuitism. Henceforth truth could not
be throttled. Its voice animated ten thomsand

* Ranke, Hist. of the Popes—Alexander VL
{ Paradise Lost, book 11, p. 34, Mitford’s edition.
1 D’Aubigné, Hist. Ref. in Eng., p. 113.
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never-weary witnesses. It spoke frumpet- toned
and everlasting through the press.
Then came Luther. He set before mankind

“The paths of righteousness, hcw much more safe
And full of peace, denouncmg wrath to come
On their impenitence.”

Thus Vaudoisism and learning, the study of the
classics, of Greek, of Hebrew, the dawn of an eager
and discriminating intelligence through the culti-
vation of letters, were the two laboratories of re-
form. A few earnest souls had discovered the light
in lowly valleys; mankind were soon to discern it
upon the lofty mountain tops.
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CHAPTER X.

THE RESURRECTION OF REFORM.

THE sixteenth. century witnessed the resurrec- |
tion of reform. The infant form of civil and relig-
ious liberty had been rocked in the cradle of an
earlier epoch, only to die in its bright youth. Now
the veil of the tomb was rent, and it came forth
armed with new strength. That era, like a first
conqueror, founded a new realm, the realm of opin-
ion. Instantly the customary, the medisval, re-
ceived a check. The scholastic methods of the uni-
versities began to recede before the progressive
spirit of emancipated philosophy. The further
usurpations of paganized Christianity were vetoed
by the authoritative voice of primitive faith.

The new instinct was so full and active, that it
bubbled over into secondary spheres. It showed
itself even in architecture ; and the Gothic towers
of the old royal keeps were replaced by creations
formed on the models of chaste ancient art. It
showed itself in war, and the mailed, mounted chiv-
alry went down before the infantry and the artillery
of innovating science.

Moral and political Europe, equally rotten, be-
gan to be revolutionized. Now, as always before,
Rome set herself to subdue the rebellion against
her theology and her politics, using her old weap-
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ons, thumb-screws, racks, unearthly dungeons, and
slow fires, invoking the grim horrors of the Inqui-
sition to aid her in chilling the rising lava-like en-
thusiasm for the truth.

But God was not mocked. He sat serenely in
the blue heavens, making the wrath of man to praise
him. It had been decreed in His councils who is
from everlasting to everlasting, that the spiteful
drama in which Rome played the part of Sir Om--
nipotent should not be lengthened into further acts
without a vigorous and successful protest.

When the pontiffs condescended to recite the
articles of their belief to medieval Europe, the
Amen of Christendom was fiercely fervent. But at
length Leo X. stepped out upon the balcony of the
Vatican, and commenced to intone his creed: We
believe in the observance of the minutest trifles of
the ceremonial law ;* we believe that human nature
is neither hereditarily corrupt nor intrinsically de-
praved ;t we believe that the saints and martyrs
had a superfluity of merit, which they delegated to
the church; and which, placed in the huge tureen of
Rome, may be ladled out to those hungry souls who
are willing to buy heaven with a price ;1 we believe
in the theoretical celibacy of the clergy;§ we be-
lieve in the dogma of monachism ;| we believe that
there exists in the priesthood of the holy see a me-

* Fleury, Eccl. Hist.

t Pelagius, in Aug. de Gratia Dei, cap. 4.
{ Waddington, Hist. Chh.

§ Ibid., Pontificate of Hildebrand.

|| Ibid., p. 297.
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diatorial caste between God and man ;* we believe
that the pope, sitting as God, in the temple of God,
cannot err ;1 we believe that salvation is to be ob-
tained by good works, by ave Marias, by penances,
and by gold.} )

And when the courtly Medici’s last cadence
died quite away, as he ended his impious recital,
while Europe stood ominously silent, a clear, reso-
nant voice, echoing from the heights of the obscure
town of Wittemberg, in semi-barbarous Germany,
replied, “ Oh nations, ye have listened to Pope
Leo’s Babylonian heresies: hark ye now to the
Christian truth ; for thus saith the Lord God: ‘By
one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for that all

* Bossuet, Institutes,

t D’Aubigné, Hist. Ref., vol, I., p. 50. 1 Ibid.

The ludicrous yet heated assertion of the papal infallibility,
made by all the Roman philosophers and polemics, cannot but
excite a smile from the historical student. If it be true, the doc-
trine covers and makes right the lechery and the murders of Alex-
ander VL, the martial madness of Julius II., and the palpable er-
rors of Leo X. It is also difficult to reconcile this claim with the
fact that for seventy-one years, from 1305 until 1376, there were
two infallible heads of the Roman church, one at Rome, the other
at Avignon, each hating the other with mortal hatred, fulminating
decrees of excommunication against each other, and filling the
universe with the noise of their dissensions. Pray, which of these
popes uttered the voice of God? which breathed forth idle wind?

Pope John XXII. was formally impeached in the early part of
the fourteenth century, by order of two faithful emperors, backed
by several prelates, before an ecclesiastical council held at Milan ;
and his accusers endeavored to convict this infallible pontiff, this
vicar of Christ, of heretical depravity. And John was forced to
make a lame apology. Not only the heel, but the whole body of
this Achilles is vulnerable. See Waddington, Hist. Chh., p. 386.

L4
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have sinned. But not as the offence, so also is the
free gift. For if by one man’s offence death reigned
by one; much more they which receive abundance
of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign
in life by one, Jesus Christ.’ ”*

By these words Luther launched the Reforma-
tion, whose soul was, salvation by faith in Jesus
Christ.

Then the mutterers of the mass and the children
of the Bible joined battle to decide which should
shape the future.

That struggle was the epic of the sixteenth cen-
tury. The Roman publicists have affirmed, and
certain rationalistic philosophers on both sides of
the water have claimed, that it meant emancipation
from the dominion of the religious principle—that
it meant, not a reformation, but an abolition of Chris-
tianity. _

But the choral song of the Reformation was not
materialism. The movement which Luther inaugu-
rated, and which Calvin organized, did indeed clasp
hands with liberty and strike off chains; but only
as a logical result, not as its chief purpose. The
object of the Reformation was, to reopen the path
by which God and man unite. This path, which
Christ had opened, had been blocked up in ages of
superstition by the worship paid the Virgin, the
saints, the host, by meritorious, magical, supererog-
atory works, by ecclesiastical formalities.t Men

* Romans 5, passim.

t D'Aubigné, Ref. in the time of Calvin, vol. 1, p. 313,
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awoke to protest; Protestantism arose from the
inner impulses of European life.

Religion was long the terror of the world. It
was attempted to dissipate it by amusing nations,
or to pile it over with strata of society—a layer of
.soldiers, over that a layer of lords, and a king on
top, with clamps of priests and hoops of castles.-
But the religious sentiment would penetrate this
motley mountain which lay piled huge and un-
shapely upon the human conscience; it would burst
.the hoops, and rive the earthy matter laid on top

of it.
¢The ethereal mould,
Incapable of stain, would soon expel
Her mischief, and purge off the baser fire,
Victorious.”*

The reformers recognized the cheat, believed in
a real unity, heard the cry of smothered conscience
beneath the mountain of priest-caste which Rome
had reared with the patient labor of ages, invoked
God’s earthquake to topple it over; and as layer
after layer fell, while society grouped itself on the
level of faith in God, not in men, the angels them-
selves sang pmans. The overthrow of an ecclesias-
tical oligarchy, God and man brought face to face
through faith in Christ, this was the yrand work of
the Reformation, whatever other beneficent results
might follow in its train.

So far was Protestantism from involving a prin-
ciple contradictory to religion: it simply sought
to comprehend it, and to secure to mankind the lib-

* Paradise Lost, book 2.
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erty to understand it, in a more spiritual and unself-
ish disposition, in opposition to a worldly priest-
hood ;* it called on man to ground his faith, not on
the word of a priest, but on the infallible word of
God.

In 1519, two years after Luther had openly de-
nied the infallibility of the church of Rome, the col-
lege of the Sorbonne, the most famous in mediseval
Europe, where Reuchlin had studied, where Eras-
mus had been graduated, but always the champion
of Latin orthodoxy, denounced the new opini(')ns. :
Twenty-four months later, the Parisian faculty of
theology published their memorable condemnation
of the Lutheran heresy.t

At the same time Leo X. was launching the
thunderbolts of the Vatican upon the Reformation
in Germany. Attracted by the universal hubbub,
scholars paused in the first flush of their enthusi-
asm for resuscitated learning, to look up from their
Greek text and inquire into the meaning of the din.
The fascination of ancient letters was forgotten for
a moment. Persons of the highest stations and of
the lowest became curious to examine and weigh
the merits of a controversy to which so much im-
portance seemed attached. France especially was
in a fever of excitement. Authentic records show
that so early as 1523 there were in several of the
provinces of that realm, and particularly in South-
ern France, Languedoc, Provence, the ancient seats

¢ Ranke’s Civil Wars and Monarchy in France, p. 131.
t Duncan, Religious Wars of France, Introduction.
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of the Vaudois creed, great numbers both of the
gentry and the commons who had embraced the
reformed tenets; and even some of the episcopal
order were tainted with Lutheranism.*

In 1519, two of Luther’s ablest and most elo-
quent disciples, Martin Bucer, all fire and energy,
and Melancthon, the personification of calm, per-
suasive Christian philosophy, had visited France
and created a desire for reform.t

At the outset, the omens were favorable to the
reception of the new theology in France. As the
abuses of Rome were wide-spread, ripe, and preg-
nant, the dissenters made many and rapid converts.
Francis I, who ruled the realm at the commence-
ment of the Reformation, was the puppet of his own
vanity, inordinately fond of gayety, pomp, and dis-
sipation. Without fixed principles of religion, he
regarded questions of faith with indifference, so long
as they did not trench upon the domain of policy.
The historical rival of Charles V. of Spain, when
that cunning emperor temporized with the Ger-
man dissenters, he also tolerated their brothers in
France.

Thus it was that the Reformation secured time
to ground itself in that kingdom; and this compar-
ative immunity from persecution, this portentous
stillness which ushered in a frightful storm, was so

¢ Mosheim, Eccl. Hist., vol. 4, p. 87.

t Brantome, Vie de Margaret, vol. 1, p. 384. Maimbourg,
Hist du Calvinisme, liv. 1, p. 10. Maimbourg complains of the
liberty which these insolent doctors took in venturing to interpret
the Bible differently from Rome.
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well employed that when the trial hour came, it was
found that half of France, headed by some of the
most historic names in her annals, were the devoted
disciples of the reformed theology.*

The numbers and influence of these disciples of
a pure faith soon made them loom up into impor-
tance. It began to be thought that they might
subvert the established religion. Influenced by
this fear, and pushed on by the incessant solicita-
tion of the churchmen resident at his court, as well
as by the active example of Charles V. in the Neth-’
erlands, Francis I. was persuaded to persecute the
reformers, timidly at first, but finally with Titanic
energy.t

The French prelates, though immersed in the
lewd pleasures of the court, were too clear-sighted
not to see with alarm the precipice upon which
their order stood. They had sanctioned the aid
furnished by Francis to foment the rebellion of the
German Protestants, in order that internecine broils
might weaken and perplex the political power of
Charles V. But they were not disposed to tolerate
the new opinions in France, lest their ascendency
should despoil them of their revenues, as it had
already despoiled the Germanic bishops. It was
the dread of pecuniary loss, rather than care for
religious unity, that urged these worldly and fop-
pish prelates, lapped in luxury, bloated with pride,
and swollen with license, to desert for an instant

© Davilla, Hist. des Guerres Civiles de la France, p. 20, folio
edition. t Duncan, Religious Wars of France, Introduc.
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the arms of their mistresses, to button-hole the
king, and insist upon the adoption of sang