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_INTRODUCTION.

IT is with no small degree of diffidence, that the au-
thor of this Compendium has undertaken, and prosecuted
a work so important, and so arduous; and for the cor-
rectness of which, especially in point of sentiment, he is
80 highly responsible, both to the christian public, and to
Christ himself. Considering, however, the deplorable
ignorance of Theology, and particularly of the systematic
connection of the great truths contained in the scriptures,
which is manifest in all ranks of people, even in this en-
lightened part of the world: and considering how few
there are, whe have ability to purchase, and time and
patience to read, the voluminous systems of Theology
which are extant; it has been deemed important, that a
Compendium of this kind, embracing all the leading ar-
ticles of divine truth, and exhibiting the evidence in their
support ; together with suitable remarks and improve-
ment; should be published for the particular benefit of
the common people ; and more especially, for the benefit

" of those who emigrate from the old settlements of our

country, to spend a number of years in the wilderness,
and ina great measure destitute of regular and systemat-
icinstruction in religion ; before they are able to support
the ministry of the gospel.

In stating the usefulness and importance of a summary
of christian doctrine and practice, a venerable author
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makes the following remarks ; that®« There-are many,
in every age,and in all places, who are so destitute of a
sense of the importance of religion, that they would nev-
er attend to the sacred scriptures, with that degree of
engagedness, which is necessary, to collect from them
any thing like a system of doctrines. But, by the aid of
a compendium of the doctrines and duties of the gospel,
accurately drawn up, with -scripture proofs ; they may,
in a short time, arrive at the knowledge of every impor-

- tant truth.  And, most certainly, it would greatly assist

such as have an inquisitive turn of mind.”

Another important benefit to be expected, from a com-
pendiun of the system of divine truth, is, that it greatly
tends to excite .those who have been most inattentive to
the scriptures, and to all religious books ; to read, from
curiosity, those important truths, which they could never
be persuaded to read, from a sense of duty. In this way,
the minds of many stupid sinners may be drawn, by
insensible degrees, to a solemn attention to the.bible.

Another benefit of a well arranged compendium is,
that it leads the mind of the reader to think and redson
systematically, on religious subjects ; as well as on all
other subjects. It is only for want of due attention, and

“the proper means of aiding the minds of men, in theo-

logical enquiries, that so many people, of good natural
ablhtles, are led to view the bible as a book of miscellanies,
incoherent, if not inconsistent, inits several parts. The
particular form, in which the bible is published to the
world, is, indeed, somewhat miscellaneous ; but not mere
so than might have been expected, considering the cir-
cumstances of its publication. The holy scriptures were
written in different ages of the world, by about thirty
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different haads, on a vast variety of different subjects |

and occasions, and without the least appearance of con-
cert or combination. Under these circumstances, it was
not to be expected, that the bible should be produced in

exact systematic order. Yet, wonderful as it may ap- -

pear, it contains all the materials of a perfect system of
doctrinal and practical religion. - Now, therefore, to dis-
cover in one general view, by the aid of a well digested
summary, the intimate cennection of such an immense
variety of important subjects, as are scattered through-
out the sacred volume ; must be very profitable, as well
as pleasing to the pious and contemplative mind.
Accordingly, we add, that a compendium of divine
truth is calculated, not only to enlighten the ignorant,
and arrest the attention. of stupid and profane ; but also
to increase the comforts and joys of real christians.
‘When the foundation of all their hopes is discovered, in
one comprehensive view, itis calculated greatly to excite
their joy, and to confirm their faith and hope in the
divine promises.

It may be further added, thata good arrangement, and

a brief discussion of the interesting subjects contained in
the bible, are highly important, not only for the instruc-
tion of the ignorant, and for the edification of the saints ;
but also for the conviction of sceptics and infidels. For
the - connection and harmony of the scriptures afford
substantial proof of their divine original. And no where
else, but in the bible, can be found a system of theology
and religion, which is connected and consistent in all its
parts. But such is the connection and harmony of the
system contained in the bible, that all who candidly
.attend to the matter, feel constrained, either to embrace
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the whole, or to reject the whole. But where is the man,
who admits the being of a God, and yet dares to discard
all the doctrines and precepts of the bible ? Deists and
free thinkers, who genersally profess to embrace a part
and to reject a part of the sacred scriptures, when they
are led to discern theinseparable connection of the whole 3
" find themselves confounded. From the common ground
of infidelity, they are driven, either to embrace the sys-
tem of revealed truth, or the baseless doctrines of athe<
ism. The system of divine truth needs but only to be
seen, in its connection, as a system, to commend itself to
every man’s conscience, Pains have been taken, in
forming this compendium, to address the consciences of
the readers, by a simple manifestation of divine truth ;
rather than to gratify their taste and fancy, by any embel.
lishments of style.

The author is aware of the different shades of opmlon
on several subjects even among the orthodox ; and that
this should make him diffident, rather than dogmatical.
His aim has been not to shun a declaration of all the
counsel of God ; and, at the same time, not to assume
the airs of an antagonist.

If, by a laborious and prayerful discussion of all the
leading subjects contained in the scriptures, this weork
should be thought useful, and should prove acceptable, in
general, to serious and eandid minds ; the hopes and
expectations of the author will be abundantly answered 3
and he may cherish the rich and precious consolation, that -
4 His labor has not been in vain in the Lord.”
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ESSAY L
Evidence of the being of a God.

BY A G@OD is meant an inteHigent being, who is
infinite, self-existent, immutable, omnipotent, and holy 3
a being, who is the cause of all things, but who is himself
uncaused and eternal. And, that such a being exists, by
a necessity of nature, however mysterious his existence
may appear, is made evident by several ur'guments.

1. The existence of God is evident from our ewn
existence, and from the existence of the whole visible
universe. Thus reasons the Apostie Paul, to prove the
point before us : ¢« For the invisible things of him, from
the creation of the world, are clearly seen, being under-
stood by the things that are made, even his eternal power
and Godhead.” ﬁehat we ourselves, and all things which
we behold, had 2 Maker, had a cause adequate to their
production, is a very clear dictate of reason. Common
sense, in early childhood, as well as in advanced age, is
always led to infer a cause from a view of its effects.  All
thingp which we behold are evidently mutable, and de-
pendent; and consequently finite. Even the intellectual
as well as the material system, so far as it falls under our
notice, is mutable and dependent. Our minds, as well as
our bodies, are subject to numberless changes, which
proves that they are finite and dependent 3 and that they
are not causes, but effects ; implying an antecedent cause.
‘We observe further, :

2
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It is, in the nature of things,impossible for any thing
to be its own cause. This would imply an agency prior
to the existence of the agent 5 which is an absurdity.
Also, to suppose that the visible system of finite beings
and things sprang out of nothing by accident, without any
cause whatever, would subvert a(l reasoning from effect
to cause 3 and would be an affront to common sense and
experience.

‘o suppose that the universe which we behold is un-
caused, uncreated and etermat; and has passed through
an infinite series of changes and revolutions, is a gross
absurdity. For the ides @ a series and succession, im-

lies a beginning, progress, and variation; which is
mconsistent - with all erder and stghility ; and indeed
inconsistent with the idea of causation. Whatever exists
by an eternal necessity ef nature, admits of no Thange,
=o variableness, nor shadaw of twrring. Reasoning there«
fore from effect to cause, which is a legitimate and concluye
sive mode of reasoning, we come clearly to the conclugion,
that there must have been, by a megessity of nature, an
eternal, self-existent, immutable and emuipotent being,
whe is the cause of all things; and who will be found, in
the sequel, to be, of necessity, infinitely haly. This
glarious being is called Gop, ¥z Lowo, or JERevAN.
th:‘mm the uat:nfealo:' :.his argument, it is mz:;ufeat, tl!‘m
eat pause thinga is an intelligent being. For
mw‘i it possible, that a bne%:gwiql of intslligence, shonid
produce iutelligence in others ? It is indeed absurd te
suppose, that & material being can produge an immaterial.
How can the earth produce 3 man ? Or evep o beast © It
is us contrary te xeaeom te sy that inert, lifeless
matter can be the cause of intelligence, as to swppose,
that nothing can be the-oause of something. In mere
matter, there is evidently, no intelligence ; of course, ne
ageney, no efficiensy, in the production of any: ¢

2. ) e being of a God is very evideat, et onl
the -existence of the heaveng and the ea.rxh. apd all crea-
gures and things in the universe; as baing the effects of
infinite powey and intelligence § but alse from the mannew,
in which all things have been produced, presarved awd
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improved. In the cteation dnd di of all treateres
and things, and of mankind in partioular; there are such
manifestations of infihitely wise design aod contrivancey
as demonstrate the being amd the leading attributes of
God. Man is truly said tehe fedrfully and wonderfully
mude ; and infinitely impertant arethe purposes to be
anewered by his creation. He created all things te the
intent « that now unto the principalities and powers, in
heavenly places might be known, by the church, the man-
old wisdem of God.” Hew marvellous are the eflects of
infinitely wise design and comtrivance, in the works by
which God makes himself knows to a sinful and benight-
ed world } and even te thuse whe say in their hearts,
& There i¢ no God !” Truly there is a God, ¢ who is
wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.” And,
for any to suppose, that the countless willions of animal
and matienal beings in this world, dll farnished with the
wmeans ¢f subsistence and self-defence; and all adepted
ahd direetend bo the mnost impertant purpoeses, have ceme
inte existence and operation by chauee ; is a ther
unreasenable and absurd. Of chanee, there cam.be no
distinct idea. It is altogether chimerical. It excludes
all idea of agéncy or cansality 3 and is a mere noventity,
But such is the order,harmany, and beauty of what are
called thé works of creation and providence; so bright
are the footetaps of infinitely wise intelligeace and design,
i all the events which take place before our eyes ; that
we art led w0 exclaim with the Psalmist, ¢ Verily, He is @
@od, who judgeth in the earth.”” Pertinent to the present
iguiry is the celebration of the wisdom, power and glory
of the Lord, by.the hely Paalmist.. Speaking of the works
of creation and previdence, he exclaims, ¢ O Lord, how
manifeld are thy wocks, in wisdom hast thou made them
&ll : the aarth is full of thy riches. . 8o is this.great and
wide sea, wherein are things creaping isnumerable, both
small and great beasts. 'There go the ships, there is thas
Laviathan which thos hast made te play therein. These
all wait upon thee, that thou mavst give them. their meat
in due seamom. That thou givest them they gather. Thew
openest thine Laud ; they are filled with geod. 'I'ou hi-
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dest thy face ; they are troubled. Thou takest away their
breath; they die, and return to their dust. Thou send-
est forth thy spirit, they are created ; and thou renewest
the face of the earth. The glory of the Lord enduretk
forever : the Lord shall rejoice in his works.”

Thus evidently it appears that there isa God, from the
manner in which all things take place, and from the mani-
festations of infinite wisdom ans power, whith are made,
not only in the production of -all creatures and things 3
butin tlzeir direction to the most important ends and pur-
poses. ‘The very existence of effects is a demonstration
of an adequate cause : and-if the effects be glorious, such

also must be the cause. As the visible heavens are glori-

ouss so it follows, that % the heavens declare the gler
of the Lord, and the firmament sheweth his handy work.”
3. In the view of candid and pious minds, in particular,
the bible itself, considered as an effect, and an eE:ct which
man could uot produce ; isa demonstration of the being

of aGod. Aside from all the testimonies of the bible, to -

this great truth, the very nature, tendency and effects of
the book itself are sufficient. A book so full of wisdom
and knowledge, so pure and holy, so hostile to the cor-
ruptions of the human heart, could never have been the
effect of human efforts. The efforts of natural men are
indeed uniformly in opposition to the bible. But, were
the most candid and learned men, to make their utmost
exertions to form a bible, they would utterly fail for lack
of wisdom and knowledge. To form such a book, and
give it credit and influence, in this wicked world, as far
axceeds the wisdom and power of man, as to create a
world. If the heavens declare the existence and glory of
the Lord ; the scriptures do it more abundantly. They
declare a holy law, and a holy gospel. They reveal truths,
whichman could never have disecovered ; and to which
the human heart is violently opposed. The scriptures
establish that wisdom, which even some of the most wise
and learned men call foolishaess. For the bible confirms
the gospel revelation, which is a stumbling block as well
as foolishness. The nature of the bible is to exalt God,
and to abase the hearts of sinful men. It considers men
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u.bdnf.ded ia tmjnmund sing, and under the curse
of the Jaw ; and as dependiag on the blood of atonement
for pardon and satvation. It promises wo reward te the
best deeds of the unregenerate. On the whele, it exhibits
a system of religion, perfectly obrexious te every nateral
heart. And it declares, in plain terma, that ¢ the nataral
man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, for they
are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.” Now if there
bad been no God, no being infinitely wise, powerful and
hff; how could such a book as this have been invented
and imposed on mankind, as & divine revelation  Had
mankind embraced a forgery for their bible, it would have
been of a nature very different from the bible which we

The same evidence of the existence and agency of the
Beity is derived from the effects of the bible. Contrary to
all humam ealculation or conjecture, the bible has produ-
ced effects most extensive, powerful, and selutary. In
whatever age, nation or society, it has been embraced
beartily, as the system of divine truth, and the only rule
of faith and practice ; the effects have been most precious.
Bat, had there been no God, ne divirne influence ; no su-
perintending providence ; how could any blessed and hap-
iy effects have been prodaced bme ible ? How could
¢the scriptures, and E\ey only, bave produced a state of
civilization among barbarians 7 How could they ever pro-
duce a conviction of sin ; and a conversion of the heart
{0 Christ, and to the doctrines of the cross ? .

. Such are the nature and effects of the holy seriptures,.
a8 prove, to the full satisfaction of all serious and candid
minds, that there is a supreme and infinite Being, who is
the cause of all thin‘fs; and that there is a universal, su-
perintending providenge ever all the events of the uni-
verse. Thebible is as evidently the workmanship of an
infinitely wise, holy and omnipotent God, as the temple
of Solomon was: the werkmanship of wise, skilful and
faithful artificers. Did net mankind say in their hearts,-
« there is we -God,” ne man, with the bible in his hands,.

0 - . .
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could possibly be an atheist. For, in every sacred page,
the true is made manifest.

4. Had there been no God, it is very certain, consid.
ering the natural disposition of the human heart, that no
man would ever have believedin a God. The whole bu-
man race, in all generations, would have been atheists §
. and this on just and rational ground. For, in this case,
there would not bave been a singgdargument,.of_ any
weight, to prove the existence of a . Errorisy.in- ne
measure, supported by rational argument. If there be.ne
Guod, then all the seeming arguments which have. been
produced, and which can be.produced, to prove-the bei
of a God, are but mere sophistry. And since mankin
are so strongly bent on atheism, as to say in their hearts,
¢ There is no God;” and so subtile and ingenious, a8
they are found tobe, to evade the evidence of his exist-
ence ; we may be certain, that if there were no God, no
man would be in the least danger of believing, obeying or’
trusting in any god whatever. Of sinful mea it is.said,
¢ God 18 not in all their thoughts ;> and « they do not
like to retain God in their knowledge.” at then
could induce mankind, without the most forcible evi-
dence, to believe in the existence of a God ? )

5. We are therefore led to conclude, that the almost
universal belief in one or more Gods, by men of all char-
acters, and of all ages,is a strong proof of the being of a
God. Traditions, and maxims in religion, however
vague and fabulous, have their foundation in some im-

rtant realities. Mere fictions grow out of certain mat-
ters of fact: so that the most corrupt and idolatrous
notions of the Deity as well as the most rational and
‘correct, serve as a proof of the being of a God.

REMARKS,

Having found abundant evidence of the being of a
God, who is the first cause of all things ;5 the Almighty
.Creator and Governor of the universe; who is the Fath-
er of our spirits, and the former of our bodies ; in whose
hand our breath is, and whose are all oyr ways; we are



'
THE INSPIRATION OF THE HOAY SCRIPTURES. 7

led to realize the impertance of glorifying him &3 God.
Such is the stupidity and atheism of the human heart,
that ind in general, are very little infinenced by the
congsideration, or even by the belief of the existence of a
God.. They even dare to blaspheme his sacred nume.
« In works they deny him, being abominable and disos
bedient, and unto every good work reprobate.”

It is certainly rational, and highly important, that those
whe have believed in God, should be careful, not otly te
maintain good works; but also to worshiphim, and glori-
fy his name. ¢ A sonhenoreth bis father, and a servant
bis master. If I then be a father, where is mine honor ?
and if I be a-master, where is my fear ? saith the Lord of
hosts.” Doubtless the Most High God, who is the pos-
sessor of heaven and earth, acts with a supreme regard
to his ewn honor and glory ; and with a suitable regard
to the welfare of his rational creatures. Doubtless, ¢ the
Judge of all the earth doth right.” With great reason
and propriety, therefore, does he demand of all his ra-
tional creatures, their tribute of henor and glory. Now
unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, be honor and glory, forever and ever.—v/imen.

" ESSAY II
The inspiration of the Holy Seriptures.

I~ the foregoing Essay, we have attended to the first,
and the fundamental article in the system of divine truth.
Evidence has been given of the existence of a supreme,
eternmal, and immutable being, who is called God. And,
that we may be the more abundantly furnished with ar-
guments, in the discussien and proof of all the following

-articles of the system, it is proposed, in the next place,
to prove the divine inspiration of the Holy scriptures.
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That mankind, on many accounts, stand sa vuzgrnt
need of a revelation fromwGud, is generally granted, by
:ose who t::ie, bf;vored w}tgl.the holm;pmfla; and has
en gran maay of themost id and inquisiti
mn:u.m tlul:hcaf d;l‘he wisest of mg;lo oy
and mation, have found by experience, and, in therr
v‘vgr‘itings, have frankly Aacknowl:s;d“,n that, without a
clear and infallible revelation from God, no man, in this
sinful and benighted state, can know his character apd
will ; nor can any man knew his own state and character.
. Smch ja the ignorance of mankind, decause of the blind-
ness of their hemris, that not one can be found, who is
able, by the light of nature, to suggest a ground of hope
for sinners. It is impossible for man to decide, By his own
reasoni whether God can, on any ground, {e propi-
tious tp the guilty. Or indeed, whether there is, or is
Bot, a future and eternal state of reward and punishment.
Untaught of God, the sober and reflecting part of man-
kind must, of necessity, be in a state of great darkness,
doubt and despondency. Well ma theg despairingly
cry,  Who will shew us any goeod »”> who can give us
any light, en subjects infinitely important # At the same
time,
. 'We observe, that there is an impression on the minds
of mankind in general, that the Deity is good ; that heis
kind and merciful : and that he is willing to enlighten
and instruct his rational creatures.

Some indeed have held to the doctrine of two supreme
beings, one good, and the other evil : one the author of
all good, and the other the author of all evil. But this is.
generally, and justly considered as an absurdity. The.
general 1mpression on the human mind is, that the Lord is
food 3 that he is disposed, in his awn time and way,

o enlighten the world, by an infallible divine revelation.

From these twe considerations,. that mankind stand in

rrishin need of instruction from God ; and that He is.
indly disposed to give them instruction ; we have strong
rresnmptivetvidence, that there is, samewhere, an infal-
ible revelation from God. But where is this revalation
to be found ? Do we find it in the Alcosan? No. Inthe
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hooks of heathen mythology ? No. Where then, except
in the bible, do we find a divine revelation ? Certainly
no where at all.

It remains now to be proved distinctly, from various
sources of argument, that the scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments were given by inspiration of God. The
evidences of this important truth are various; and it is
conceived, they are conclusive. The evidences to be
adduced are external, and internal. As an external evi-
dence, we may state, : :

1. The vast number and variety of miracles which have
been wrought in the name, and by the power and author-
ity of God ; and expressly, for the confirmation of his
word, and his truth. )

A miracle is a supernatural work of Ged ; or a work,
by which the laws of nature, so called, are suspended or
controuled. It is not only a work, which, like the works
of creation and providence, exceeds all finite power and
wisdom ; but a work which counteracts the most common
gerations of divine power and wisdom. When the rod

Moses became a serpent, and was presentlwestored
toarodin his hand 5 a miracle was wrought. hen, by
stretching forth his red, according to givine direction,
Moses brought upon Egypt all the successive plagues, till
the first-born of man and beast were destroyed ; and till
their king and armies were overwhelmed in the red sea;
and when the sea itself was divided, for the safe passage
of the Israelites ; and for their escape from the armies of
Bgypt 5 miracles were wrought. It is folly to allege, as
some do, that these astonishing events were effected by
the skill and power of magic. ¥or the magicians them-
selves were sufferers in the plagues ; and they acknow--
ledged the finger of God in the plague of lice. Now, is
it possible to suppose, that all these things were the ef-
fect of magic, or of mere deception, and cunning crafti-
ness P For this is all that is meant by magic. ill an
oné imagine, that the pillar of cloud by day, and of fire by
night, which was an infallible guide to Israel forty years
in the wildernéss ; and 'which led them to the land of
promise, was the effeet of magic P If all these were the
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effects of magic; then the world is governed by magic.
By this the people were furnished 3n the wildenness,
with the daily supp:z of manna. By this the rock was
cleft at Horeb, and the waters out, and flowed b‘y
the side of their camp, in all that barren desart. If ail
these, and all other miraculous events have been proda-
ced by ma?;; then magic has created the world, and is
the true God. Yetitis granted by all, that magic is a
mere deception, and has been thus cansidered, in all 3
But, certainly, something more than human deception,
and canning craftiness, was mabifested in-the miracles of
Moses and the prophets.

Do any doubt the facts related, concerning the deliv-
erance of Israel from Egyptian bondage, and their jour-
ney to the land of promise ? As well may they doubt the
existence of such a nation as the Israelites. ﬁtt the nae
tion, with most of its peculiarities, still exists, though
scattered and dispersed ; and never was there a nation o

y more attentive to their records andfe i

facts reldted are indubitable. Asnd, surely, none bat
the Almighty could perform these miraculeus works
All were wrought te vindicate the authority of Moses;
who was cemmissioned to deliver the people of leracl
from Egyptian bendage. Under the same divine com*
tnission he wrote the books ascribed to bim in the scri
tures. Have we not then as great an assuranee of
truth of these books of Moses,as the Israslites had of the
truth of his declarations ?

Respectiag all the miraculows werks of which we have
auy accoant in the scriptures, it is to be considered, that
they are displays of the supernatural power of Ged, for a
confirmation of his werd, and a vimdieation of hie authers
ity. Now is it not absurd, and inconsistent with the
perfections of the Holy One of Israsls to suppose that Hs
would perform miraculeus-works in suppert-of falsehand
snd wickedmess - Would be takke measares to d
kis ewn holy kingdom ? Or te destroy the confidence of
his friends {

It is well worthy of notice, that miracles have always
beor considered by the Jews, aud. perhaps by al) but
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modern infidels, 4 a test of divine treth, and divine
authority. Nicodemuns declared the commen seatiment
of the Jaws, ir his address to oar Saviour ; « We knew,
that thou art a teacher come from God, for no man can de
-the mwircles that thou dost, except God be with him.¥
When Christ had raised Lazarus from the dead, and
wrowght many other miracles, in the presence of the
muititasie 3 % Then gathered the chiel [wiests and the
i a-eomnoil, and said, Whatdowe P far thisman
many wirseles. If we lot him thas alene, all men
&‘?l hamo an him; a;ad#.x:‘ ?:;an ah‘l:‘hmo,:h(u
rist W«I ) et eur place
Mpxmy: by (o mivacle wntoent uoe {’::.“a'.f’.':" —
e. miracle w u rean,
at ’?ko;ohe tesople. “Whtah‘:l?wedoto these
men-P” said the vemerable cowncil 3 <¢for that indeed a
notable miracle bath beea done by them, is manifest to all
them that dwell im Jerusalem, and we caanot deny it.¥
Of cowrse, could not deny the divine powsr and
snthority ef Christ, aud his sposties. Thua it was ac-
knowle by the epemios a3 well as the friends of
Chwrint, that mirsicles were wronght, and that they afforded
am ample evidence of tie truths, which they werewrought
to confirm  Bat overy page of the hible has been sup:
Luﬁd by this kind of evidence. Almast inaume
ve been the particnlar and tem ¥y miracles,
for the cenfirrantion of certain divine truths, or for
vindication of particular diviwe claims. There are alse
ing miracles ;neh:nm'pruemﬁmofad’am'
tient eevenant people, in it sojonraings, captivities,
dispersions, and calamities 3 and the preservation, ens

llvant, and ity of the.christian chareb, under
-all pmm"nddiuw It is by a standing
wiracle, that we realize, in amd anticipate more
fubly, the resteration of Iarael to their long lest inheri~
mnce of the Jand of promise ; together with a fulness of
accnesion frey the gemtile vasions, in the fulfilment of
sacred prophecy. By the same standing miraghe, ¢ The
earth omﬂ bey ulté , filled with the knowledge of
the glory of the Lowud, as $he. watere cover the seas.”
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‘Thus, by miracles, the divine inspiration of the scriptares
is, in'the view of candid minds, unquestionably proved.
: 2.f ull&ﬁ?:‘ther eigternal evidence is eﬁve%of?;: the ex-
act ent of scripture prophecies. the -
ecy came not in old Pt'i::\e,- y the -will of man; bn'::r:glhy
men of God spake, as they were moved by the Hgly
Ghost.”?” But how does this a]mear ? It appears from
the matter and circumstances’of the prephecies, compar-
ed with their fulfihnent. 'The prophecies were delivered,
not with-any pretence to foreknowledge ; but altogether
in the style of a divine revelation. ¢« Thus saith the
Lord,” was all that the prophets pretended to knowj
and, in many instances, they probahly understood but
veri imperfectly, the subjects of their own prophecies.
And the things predicted, which were best understood,
were, in human view, very improbable ;s many of them
dependingb::nthe voluntary agency of people who were,
as yet, unborn. Another circumstance of the scripture
prophecies is, that they are exceedingly numerous ; and
relate to the events of all ages, and all nations. Of
course, many of them must have been delivered several
thousand years before their fulfiment. The most of the
prophecies relate to Christ and his church ; and this be-
ng the case, the fulfilment must, as we have found, de-
pend on thousands of miracles. .But whe could foretel
what it would be the will of God to do, in a way of mir-
acles, for his redeemed church ? Under all these circum-
stances, itis manifest,hthat if men hav:“l;ttered none but
true and correct prophecies, they spoken as

twere moved by thePHoty Ghost.” y But, that hundredtshﬁ‘
correct prophecies, respecting the incarnation, works,
sufferings, exaltation and triumph of Christ; and res-
pecting the rise, pro%ress, sufferings, and ultimate &Iory
of his church ; as well as respecting the rise and fall of
the nations and empires of the world ; admits not the
shadow of a doubt. For it is increasingly evident, that,
as fast as events can succeed one another, all the proph-
ecies are or will be fulfilled. Who but the omniscient
God, could foresee the most singular events respecting
Abraham and his seed ? and, that from him shopld pro.
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ceed the Messiah, who should be cut off, but.not for
Limself2? Without the apirit of prophecy, who ceuld
measure the time of the advent and sufferings of Christ ?
‘Who but God himself, .ceuld foretel the rise, character,
pro?ess, duration and downfall of papal Rame ? And whe
could describe, with such exactness, the universal disper-
sion of the infidel Jews ? and their final and glorious
restoration ? But, that all these things, and many more,
have been foretold, in the ancient ages of the world, as
Aawel! e?ls in the time of Christ and his apestles, camnot be
enied.

The evidence from [n‘ophec{, of the divine inspiration
of the holy scriptures, is rapidly increasing. The events
of every year are a more and more clear fulfilment of
ancient prophecy. The state of the Jews, for instance,
'is meore anddmore\clearlyhseen t"I)'h be such b:;; has been,
ong pointed out in prophecy. ey are beginning te
setgtg:ir faces towx!.)lr'dsp Mg’unt Zio{x. They begiigl to
favor the reading of the New Testament. Individuals
begin to preach the gospel successfully, to their deluded
brethren. Seon will thejr restoration and conversion te
Christ, as clearly accomplish. the prephecies, as their
captivity and. dispersion. Another prophecy, remarka-
bly fulﬁyiling at this day, is, that God will give unto his
Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost

rts of the earth for his possession. And how wonder-
ul it is, that, while all the antichristian nations are
passed by, and given over to their abominable idolatries ;
the. greatest exertions are made, and successfully made,
to send the missionaries of the cross, with the bible in
their hands, . to the most benighted heathen nations ! Do
we not see another angel, an extra angel, dt this day, fly
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to eyery
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people ? And does
there nat follow. yet another angel, saying, ¢ Babylon is
fallen, is fallen, that great city ”” Papal Rome is evi-
dently falling to the ground; and. the heathen nations
are gathering round the standard of the Redeemer.
These temazﬁahle«pmphecieo, being now fulfilling hefore

3
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our eyes, affords us the clearest evidence, that they, and
all the prophecies, and all the scriptures, were given by
ilfs'izimhon of God.

o say, that such a multitude of predictiens are noth-
ing but human conjectures, is to say what no candid man
can believe. For, in the common affairs of life, human
conjectures are, most generally, found by experience to
be groundless.

1f any say, that pretended sro{hecies are but a2 mere
" history of events, after they had taken place ; let them in-
form the world when, and by whom this history was
written. - We know the origin of the Alcoran; and of
the books of heathen Mytho%logy. We know the origin
of the Antiquities of Josephus, and of all other writings
of any considerable notoriety. How can there be any
doubt, respecting the more interesting and important
writings of the prophets P These have been constantly in
the hands of the Jews, read in their temple and syba-
gogues, every sabbath day; and they have alwa zm
regarded as the true history, and the records of the na-
tion. If these writings had been a forgery, there would
certainly have been a detection; for the Jews and chris-
tians have always kept a jealous eye on each other, and
have critically guarded every word and letter of the Old
Testament. 'If the prophecies had been a forgery, how
could they have been palmed on that enlightened nation ?
any more than a similar forgery could now be palmed on
out nation. It is certainly unreasonable to: conceive,
that the great system of Frophecy, whieh has been, and
- now 18, so strikingly fulfilled, was written as a mere
history *of past events. ¢ We have,” undoubtedly, ¢ a
more siuré word of prophecy, unte which we do well to
take héed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place.”
And'it is evident from the scriptares, that the design of
propheckwas, to establish the whole system of revealed .-
truth.” For if the prophecies of seripture are divinely
inspired, so is every other branch of scripture. Fer the
prwxeci‘es were designed as a confirmatien of the whele.
e now proceed to a discussion f the interwal evi-
dence of the divine inspiration of the scriptures. Evi-
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dence of this kind is various; and we may netico a

number of Euruouhr arguments.
1. The holiness nndrq:xrity of the doctrines and laws

of the bible, afford a powerful argument of ita divine
original. That the whole world lieth in wickedness, is a
fact so glaringly evident, that few are found to dispute
it The hearts of men are deeply cerrupted and. de-
praved ; ly sel in them to evil. Ifishness is,
wmanifestly, the governing principle in the human heart.
‘Where thencan we look for a system of holy doctrines
and laws, excopt to the inspiration of a holy and right-
eous God? In the bible, we find a system of religion and
merality, perfectly pure and holy; perfectly diverse
from otrer systems, which are acknewledged to be
of buman invention. The basis and substance of this
9 is contained in tg:grut commands, viz. ¢ Thou

tlove the Lord thy with all thiy heart, and with
all thy soul 5 and thy neighbor as thyself.” From whence
z?uted these holy eommands? counteract the

ina:: every natural heart; and of course could not
have a human inventien. No sinful being could
ever be disposed to bind himself and others to a rule,
which is the abhorrence of his.heart But, that these
commands are holy, just, and good, must be acknowt-
edged. No man of a correct and well informed con-
science, can utter a cavil against them. ¢ The law s
holy, and the commandment is holy, and just, and good.”
From whom, but God -himself could such a law proceed ¢
But, as the law, which is the baais of all religion, is hely ;
80 also is the gospel : so are all the doctrines of the holy

seri All are doetrines, which are according te

i Most evidently, the bible, which is holy, is
givethK divine inspiration. . .

2. The scriptures were written, either by very honest,

virtuous and candid men, as appears, by the previous
argument, to have been the case ; or else by the vilest
impostors, whose object it was to play the hypocrite.
Bat if the scriptures are a mere forgery, it is absard to
suppese, that they were written by good men. And
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since they evidently contain a system of holy laws and
doctrines, and are perfectly offensive to the wicked heart 3

*it is hardly supposeable, tIZat they were written by wick-
ed men, unless their minds were controlled by divine .
influence ; and, in this case, it amounts like the prophe-
¢y of Balaam, to a divine revelation. Generaily. speak-
ing, if not universally, when wicked men invent systemns
of religion, their systems, like their hearts, are corrupt
and wicked systems. They are grounded in selfishness,
On the whole, we see not how it was probable, or even
possible, that a system of religion, evidently holy, could
have been produced, without divine inspiration.

8. Another internal evidence of the divine inspiration
of the scripturesis, that the whole system is harmonious.
The variety of style and manner of writing, is an evi-
dence that it was written by various hands, at different
periods of the world, and under different forms of govern-
ment. Buthowever various the manner is, the matter is
the same. Indoctrines, laws, history, predictions, prom-
ises, threatnings, there is perfect harmony. Fifteen hun-
dred years elapsed, while additions were made, by Moses
and the prophets, and the Apostles of Christ, to the
canon of scripture. The work was performed by about
thirty different hands ; and evidentl{, witheut any par-
ticular concert among themselves. Yet a perfect harmo-
ny rans through the whole. Old testament and new,
look to the same great objects. They exhibit the same
God, the same plan of atonement and forgiveness of sin,
the same church, the same faith, the same heaven and hell.
‘The points established by one of the writers, are estah-
lishex hy theothers. 'Who can account for this wonderful
harmony of the scriptures, but by the infallible guidance
of divine inspiration P

It has always been found impossible for any number
of authors, aided only by haman wisdom, to harmenize
among themselves. Nor can the wisest of christians per-

' fectly agree in their explanation of the scriptures. 1t is
evident, from universal observation, that perfect harmo-
ny of sentiment, among blind and sinful men, cannot ex-
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ist without the controlling influence of the Spirit of truth.
“ When he, the spirit of trath is come, he shall gwide you
e Some, of the most sub portant subies
.4 o most sublime and im t subjects
contained in the bible, could never have been suggested
to the minds of mankind, without a revelation from God.
For they are, and continue to be perfect mysteries. Who
could have invented, and enforced on proud and sinfal
men, the doctrine of the Trinity in unity of the God-
head, as laying the only consistent foundation of the
great work of redemption ? Of all mysteries, this is one
of the most sublime, and not the least important. Itisa
eardinal doctrine in the christian system. Whe could
bave discovered, without a spirit of prophecy, that the
Son of Ged, who is God ifest in the flesh, must suffer
and die, to atone for the sing of the world P « Great is
the mystery of godliness, God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the
iles, believed on in the world, received up into glo-
ry.”> 'Who but God ever revealed any thing, which, in
its anture, was mysterious ? For instance, the resurrec-
tion of the dead, and the final judgment of the world.
In the view of unbelievers, the resurrection is a subject
of mockery and ridicule 5 and so are all other mysteries.
But, without a revelation from God, the most important
subjects must have been, to this day, involyved in prefound
mystery. -

Very scanty indeed, are the bounds of buman know-
ledge and comprehension ! It is evident, therefore, that,
independent of a divine revelation, mankind ean never
attain to that knowledge of God, which is essential-te
the hope of final happiness.

5. Itis no inconsiderable argument of the divine inspi-
ration of the scriptures, thet owing te the weight and
solemnity of the subjects, as well as to the manner in

." which they ave treated, they command attention. Other

books may be read with avidit'i, and with deserved

admiration : but how soon do they become trite and

uninbrest’m; ! compaypatively speaking, they take but

fittle hold of the conscience, or the heart. ‘I'he bible is
*3
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the book affording the most durable entertainment. It
becomes more and more interesting, the more itis peru-
sed, even by those, whose hearts are opposed to its -
sentiments. There is a kind of solemn and irresistible
charm in the sacred oracles, which arrests attention; and
is frequently instrumental of melting the rocky heart.
% Is not thy word like fire, and like the hawmmer, that
breaketh the rock in pieces P’~—¢ The word of Ged is
quick and powerful, sharper than auy two edged sword,
piercing to the dividing asunder of seul and spirit,and of
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents'of the heart.” 'These are the testimonies of
scripture, expressing, however, what are well known
matters of fact. Now therefore, is it not absurd to sup-
pose, that the scriptures, which produce such astonishing
and glorious effects, are a mere human invention ? Every
attentive and candid mind, while reading the holy scrip-
tures, feels an impression, which cannot ie produced, by
any other reading whatsoever. If therefore, the scrip-
tures were the production of any mere man; he must
have been far superior to any other man; and even to
the angels of. Iiant. For the scriptures, doubtless, exhibit
" Hrings which the angels desire to look into. 'Who then,
and where is the man, that invented the holy scriptures ?
and that had influence enough to make the most enlight-
ened part of mankind believe, that they were the oracles
of God ? and, as such, had been received and acknowl-
edged, by a long line of ancestors? And where is the
man, who could attach to his own inventions, such an
overwhelming influence, as to control the hearts of friends
and foes ? The attention which the scripturescommand,
is a powerful evidence of their divine inspiration. The
gospel of Christ is well said to be « the power of God to
salvation, to every one that believeth.”’ .

6. Another internal evidence of the divine inspiration
of the scriptures is, that the religion, founded on them
alone, endures, and outlives all opposition. No book
was ever hated and- opposed so much as the bibley and
yet none was ever 8o abundantly published and read by
all clasees of people. It endures the opposition of hea-
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then and infidels ; and is, at this day, rising in reputation,
both in the christian and heathen world.” Hundreds of
men are employed as translators and printers of the
scriptures, for the benefit -of the destitute, and of the
heathen. To facilitate the great work of evangelizing
the world, bible societies are formed in every part of
christendem. And they are, in a measure, favored, even
by Catholics and Jews. All other forms of religion fail ;
but that of the bible is triumphant. The very existence,
eservation, and rising estimation of the scriptures, can
owing to nothing short of divine power and influence.
But it is absurd to suppose, that the Most High and Holy
God would afford his special aid to protect and promote
a forgery. : '

7. The candor, frankness, and impartiality of the wri-
ters of the bible are remarkable. They notice, without
regerve, all the faults and imperfections of the church),
and of the best characters which they describe. Some of
the writers state their own faults, without the least pal-
liation. 'I.E‘lhu did Mos:;,‘ and David, and P;ul. ow;_
is it ible to su , that impostors, or any but men o
the mp:::approved? meest and integrity, wer{ the writers
of the scriptures ? But if they were honest men, the
were divinely inspired. For this was what they claimed.
Their current style was, ¢ Thussaith the Lord.”

8. The bible illuminates this ignorant and beniil;ted
world 3 and this proves that the author is divine. ost
evidently is the bible a light which shines in e dark
place. That which we call the word of God, is “ alamp
unto our feet, and a light unto our path.” Does not eve-
ry conscience testify, that there is more valuable “iht’
of every kind, communicated from the scriptures, than
from all other sources! Are not the christian nations far
more enlightened, both speculatively and spiritually, than
the heathen and mahometan nations? Is it not a fact,
that as many of the heathen, as cordially receive and
obey the scriptures, are by them, greatly enlightened ?
Isit nota fact, that poor naked starving Hottentots, who
had long dwelt in dens and caves of the earth, have been,
of late, called out of their filthy dens and burrows, into
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civilized life, by the joyful sound of the gospel ? And
from these depths of darkness, where the name of a God
has been scarcely known, have not a great number become
the sober intelligent followers of Jesus Christ ?- and have
not even a goolt?ley number become the preachers of his
gospel © Does not the bible have an illuminating effeet
upon the minds of mankind # What other source of li
"can be compared with this # Do any bring in competition
with the scriptures, the light of human reasen and phi-
losophy ? But who does not know, by leng and sad’ex-
perience, that even these can never be cultivated to any
advan&a%, without the aid of the bible, and the practice
of the christian religion ? Expunge the scriptures, and
the christian worship and ordinances from our . colleges,
and from all our literary institutions; and the whole
foundation of literature and philosophy is undermined.
Very little knowledge or instruction can be acquired,
where the scriptures are discarded. They are, most
- evidently, the fountain of light and truth. * Christ very
justly claimed to be the light of the world : ‘and wherever
this light is extinguished, men grope in profound darkness
and heathenism. But if the scriptures were a vile and
: wicl;:d imposture ; how could they be the light of the
world ? ' :

9. The moral tendency and effects of the scriptures,
prove clearly, that they are a divine revelation, Good
morals proceed only from good principles. There is an
inseparable connection between truth in principle, and
virtue in practice : also between error in principle, and

- wickedness in practice. If, therefore, the moral tenden.
cy and effects of the scriptures are found to be good § if
e laws and doctrines of the bible are found to be alto-
gether salutary and beneficial to this sinful world 5 whe
can object to their being of a divine original P In this
respect, deists in general, appear to be grossly inconsis-
tent. For all, who possess a common share of candor,
acknowledge the beneficial tendency and effects of the
scriptures ; and many of them are disposed to encourage
and support the ministry of the s while they con-
sider the whole bible as a system of m&yzumd
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But can it, withany reason be supposed, that
mere fables and fictions, uttered most arrogantly, in the
name of the Lord, are the richest source o?apure moral-
ity ? Certainly not. The most excellent tendency and
effects of the scriptures, result only from their being a
dystem of divinely inspired and holy truth. 'This is as.
evident, as that a system of novels and romances is per-
mcious in its tendency and effects, because it is the
result of error, delusion and licentiousness, in principle.

Do any declaim against certain doctrines of the bible,
as being of dangerous tendency ? Let them look well to
the effects of these doctrines. By their effects, shall their
tendency be decided. Only discard the doctrine of di-
vine decrees and election, and of total depravity and re-
generation, and of atonement and redemption by the blood
of Christ; and the foundation of all experimental and
practical religion is undermined ; and nothing remainsbut
a system of selfishness. The very. doctrines, whose ten-
dency is so much dreaded, are found, by their effects, to be
the doctrines which are according tofndumss. Itis béthe
force of these solemn truths, applied by the spirit of God,
to the comaciences and the hearts of sinners, that they are
converted, and saints edified. <« Of his own will, begat
he us, with the word of truth.”

We have now attended to the principal arguments in

f of the divine inspiration of the holy scriptures; and
it is- apprehended, that the evidence is abundant, and
incontestable. 'We may therefore proceed in the discus-
sion of the many remaining articles of the system of divine
truth, relying with full confidence on these sacred oracles,
both for illustration, and for legitimate proof. ¢ Thus
saith the Lord,” shall, hereafter, be tantamount to a dem-
onstration.

On this interesting subject, we may remark, 1. The
infinite condescension and mercy of God, in giving us
such an ample fund of light and instruction of which we
are utterly unworthy! With perfect justice, might he -
have left us, and all mankind, to grope in darkness, de-
lusien and wickednesss totally destitute of a gleam of
light or hope. How infinitely different is our case from
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what it would have been, had we never heard of a God,
nor of a Savior, nor of the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier!
How should our souls magnify the Lord, and bless his
holy name, for the gift of his word, which is a lamp unte
our feet, and a light unto our path!

2. How sinful and deplorable is the state of those who
are determined never to believe in divine revelation ; but
to rely on their own wisdom and goodness for the hope.of
final happiness ! As certainly as there is a Savior, and they
continue to reject him, they must perish forever. How
fervently should christians pray for unbelievers! « Father,
Jorgive them, for they know not what they do,” ... AMEN.

e—

ESSAY IIL
The perfections of God.

In the last essay, ﬁof has been offered, of the di-
vine inspiration of the holy scriptures. We may now
proceed, by the light of scripture and reason, to an illus-
tration and proof of THE PERFEoTIONS OF GoD. ¢ As
for God, his way is perfect.” Equally perfectis his
nature.

‘Lo exhibit a clear illustration and proof of the divine
perfections ; a distinction will be made between those
which are called natural, and those which are called
moral perfections. The natural perfections of God, con-
sist in his efernily, immutability, omni e, Omni-
science, omnipresence, invisibility and 1 Of
all the moral perfections of God, holiness or goodness is
the sum and substance. But his goodness consists in
Justice, mercy, spiritual wisdom, truth, and faithfulness.

In the arrangement which has been made of the nat-
ural perfections of God, the first to be considered, is his
eternity. And that he is, in the strictest sense, eter!ul,
absolutely without beginging or end, or any limitation,
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is evident from this consideration, that if it ever was the
case, that he bad no existence, it was impossible for him
without an antecedent cause, to commence an existence.
Absolute nonentity could never have caused any exist-
ence whatever. If God be supreme, he is ¢« The eternal
God.” In a manner, tous mysterious, God is self-exist-
ent, existing by a matural and eternal necessity. So that
his non-existence is far more inconceivable than the non-
existenee of the whole universe. He exists indepen-
dently of any causation, or any extraneous power and
agency whatever. '

Héwever difficult it may be for us to comprehend the
idea ofs God’s eternity, yet the evidence is conclusive ;
and the scriptures declare, that « from everlasting to ev-
erlasting, he is God.” If any imagine, that could
ot have existed ily, from all eternity, on account of
his being, till the birth of the rational creation, in a state
of eternal solitude ; this difficulty is obviated, by consid-
ering, that ¢ One day with the Lord is as a thousand
years 3 and a thousa mdyears as one day.” In his infinite
mind, past, present future are all alike. In his infin-
ite mind, every object of deligatand felicity, is eternally
and iuvariably the same. His infinite Inpgness and
gory are commensurate with his existence. For, « ..All

ings are maked and open unto the eyes of him with
whom we have to do.”? .

Tmmutability is next in the order of the divine attri-
butes. <« Iam the Lord, I change not.” Immutability
in God results from his necessary and eternal existence.
The very idea of necessary existence, implies the im-
possibility of change or variation. For the nd of
this necessity is always the same. Jesus Christ is
ssid to be same, yesterday, to-day and forever.
Change implies a beginning of what is present, and a
Liabihty of its ending. Unless, therefore, God be immu-
table, is no assurance of any thing ; no assurance
of his own eternal existence. To be a ground of confi-
dence, he must be without vaviableness ov shadow of

» . -
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On the whole, it is evident, from scripture and reason,
that God is absolutely unchangeable. His nature, his
perfections, his purposes, his eternal counsels, and the
great ends of all his operations, are invariably the same.
¢ He is in one mind, and none can turn him, and what his
soul desireth, even that he doth.”

Omnipotence is, in the order of divine attributes, the
pext which claims our attention.

By this we are to understand, all possible power. Some
things are,in their natare, impossible; and are therefore
not the objects of power. To cause a thing to be, and
at the same time, not to be, is absurd and impoBsible.
‘Whatever is possible in the nature of things, is gpossible
with God ; and in this sense only, ¢ With God all things
are possible 5> and nothing is too hard for the Slmighty.

o prove the omnipotence of God, we are to consider
the magnitude and immensity of his works. The whole
creation, visible and invisible, is the effect of his power.
And ¢ the things which are seen, were not made of thinEa
which do appear.” ¢« All things were, strictly speak-
ing, made of nothing, by the word of his power.” By
his power, the very materials of the whole created sys-
tem were brought into existence; and by his omnipo-
tence, were .they arranged in their beautiful order and
harmony : so that « heavens declare the glory of
the Lord and the firmament sheweth his handy work.”
Not only were all things made by him ; but ¢ By him
all things consist.” The preservation of the universe is
as rich a display of infinite power, as its creation. It is
God who supports and governs the universe. He it is
¢ who worketh all things after the counsel of his own
will.” ¢« None éan stay his hand, nor say unto him,
what dost thou ?” ¢ Js any thing too hard for the Al-
mighty i Omnipotence is & divine attribute, mest
abundantly declared and celebrated, in every part of the
bible 3 uz, in its effects, it is realized by every candid
ohserver.

‘We may observe further ; 1f God were not an omnipe-
tent being, he must be infinitely unhappy. Instances
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innumerable must continually occur, im which, for the
want of power, he would be liable to be defeated in his
purposes, and rendered infinitely miserable. 1f God can
the least deir:e of felicity, if he can rejoice in
a(\;l,or any of his works, he is certainly Tux ALyionrr

OD. .

Omniscience is a divine attribute which, in the next
place, claims our attention. By omniscience is meant, a
perfect knowledge of all thi God being the creator,

er and disposer of all things, must certainly pos-
sess a perfect knowledge of his own works. ¢ Known
unto are all his works from the beginning of- the
world ; or as the words may be rendered, from eternity.

The universal provideace of God, clearly implies his
omniscience. His agency, in directing all events, must
be without an ebject, unless he be omniscient. 1Is it not
manifestly impossible for God to direct the falling of a
sparrow to the ground, and to number all the hairs of our
heads, unless he be omniscient? Truly, < the Lord is a
God of knowledge; and by him actions are weighed.”
His knowledge is underived, unacquired, infinite, immu-
table and eternal.

UOmnipresence is also a distinct, and glorious attribute
of the Deity. In the nature- of things, it is impossible,
that the power or knowledge of God shouldbe of an ex-
tent, beyond his presence. Nor can we conceive how he
can be an infinite being, unless he be every where pres-
eot. The doctrine of the universal presence of Ged,
which is peculiarly solemn and interesting, is much cel-
ebrated in the holy scriptures. ¢ Am I a God at hand,
and not a God‘!nroﬂ', saith the Lord ? Do I not fill
heaven and earth, saith the Lord ”” In the most solemn
and animated strains, is the omnipresence of God cele-
brated by the Psalmist. ¢ Whither shall I go from th
spirit ? whither shall I flee from thy presence ? If
ascend up into heaven, thou art there ; if I make my bed
in hell, bebold thou art there. 1f I take the winmf the
morning, and dwell in the uttermest parts of sea,
even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand
shall hold me.” « {'he eyes of the Lord are 1 every
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-plaice, beholding the evil and the good.” Thus itappears

m reason and scripture, that is omnipresent. In
some faint degree, we may realize the presence of God,
in every object we behold. All are the expressions of his
infinite wisdom, power and ness ; and all express
the agency of a present . Well may we conceive,
from what our eyes behold, that ke filleth all in all. His
presence fills immensity.

Another attribute of the Deity is, that he is an invisible
8pirit ; totally distinct from all material existence. He
is the « King eternal, immortal, invisible.” = Althou
¢ he is in all places, beholding the evil and the good ;”
yetit is the testimony of the Saviour, that ¢ No man hath
seen God at any time.” ¢ God is a Spirit,” immaterial
and immortal. He has no more connection with mate-
rial substance, than the departed souls of the dead. Ac-
cordingly it is considered in the scriptures, as one of the
greatest of abominations for a man to frame in his own
mind, or to attempt to frame with his hands any material
likeness of God.  This, which is called idolatry, is most
expressly forbidden in the sacred decalogue. On this
pomnt, Moses was very particular, and very solemn, in
his charge to the people, in the book of Deuteronomy.
¢ The Lord spake unto you out of the midst of the fire s
ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude 3
only ye heard a voice. And he declared unto you his
covenant which he commanded -you to perform, even ten
commandments, and he wrote them upon two tables of
stome. Take ye therefore Fotl heed unto yourselves, lest
ye cort:;uJ:t yourselves, aud make you a graven image, the
similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female :
the likeness of any beast that is on the earth ; the likeness
of-any winged fowl, that flieth in the air. The likeness
of any fish, &c. And lest thou lift up thine eyes uato
heaven,and when thou seest the sun,and the moon, and
the stars, even all the host of heaven, thou shouldest be
driven to worship them and serve them. Take heed yn-
to yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the Lord
your God, which he made with you, and make you a gra-
ven image, or the likeness of any thing which the Lord
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thy God hath forbidden thee. For the Lord thy God is
a consuming fire, even a jealous God.” Possibly the
design of God’s speaking so frequently out of the midst
of the firé, was, to impress on the miuds of his people,
the important truth, that he is a pure, immaterial, invis-
ible ‘:rrit; and, as such, is to be worshipped and adoved.
¢ God is a spirit,and they that worship him, must wor.
sbi; him in spirit and in truth.”

ce may also be considered as an essential
attribute of the Deity. ¢ For of him, and through him,
and to him are wl things.” He who is self-existent, is
evidently independent. He is uncentrolled by fate, or
blind chance or any other canse supposed. On him all
creatures, actions and events-depend. ¢ In him we live,
and move, and have our being.” ¢ His visitation preser-
veth our spirits.”” ¢« And he hath done as he hath pleas-
ed, in the armies of heaven, and amongst the inhabitants
of the earth. None can stay his hand, nor say unto him
what dost thou #”” By our own experience, we find our-
selves dTndmt By our observation of all other crea-
tures and things, so far as they fall under our notice, we
discover their absolute dependence. Surely, that invis-
ible and almighty power, on which all creatures and
things depend, must be perfectly independent. Al the
natural perfections of God, which have been considered,
conspire to prove his independence. Who that realizes
his eternity, immutability, omnipotence, omniscience, om-
nipresence, and invisible spirituality, can avoid the evid-
ence of his independence 2 Should any still be disposed
to call in question this glorious attribute of Godj the
point is established at once by a consideration of the
universality of his providential government. 1f his gov-
erning providence extends to all thinlp‘s, great or small,
most certainly, he is the source of all dependencey and
must, himself, be independent.

Not to dilate any further, on the distinct perfections of
God, which are denominated natural perfections; it may
only be added, that, in all these perfections, he isinfinite.
Infinity is predicable of all the perfections of Ged,
whether natural or moral.” He: is, in all desirable res-
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cts, an infinite being: « His greatness is umsearcha-
le.” All his divine and glorious attributes are without
bounds or limita. He is, in all respects, incomprehensi-
ble by finite minda. ¢ None by searching can find out
God.”> And all, that finite beings can report, after the
most diligent search, is, ¢ Lo these are ;mrts of his wayss
and how little a portien is heard of him.”

Having brieﬂg' investigated that part of the system of
divine truth, which relates to the natural perfections of
Geod ; we proceed to a consideration of his moral per-
fections, Amd the sum and substance of the matter is
expressed in these few, and emphatical words 3 % TrE
Lorp our Gobp 1s norLy.” Holiness consists in love, or
true benevolence; and this is the inoral chavacter of God.
* Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth.
is full of his glory.” In holy love, all goodness and
ri'ghteousness consist. But the exercises and expressions
of this love are various, as its objects and occasions are
various. Accordinaz'the Jjustice, mercy, wisdom, bruth

and faithfulness of God,have been generally stated, as so
many distinct moral pesfections, constituting his infinite~
ly holy character.

Justice, considered as characteristic of Jehovah, mani-
festly consists in the exercise and expression of perfect
benevolence. For, by his justice, he is disposed to vindi-
" cate and enforce his perfectly holy law. ¢« The law of
the Lord is perfect;” and in its precepts, J)rohibitions,
Eromises and threatnings, it is equally perfect, and in-

nitely important. Divine justice is an attribute, no less
important, and no less glorious, than divine mercy. It
is an attribute which the merciful Saviour deemed mere
important than all finite existence. Concerning the di-
vine Jaw, which is the expression of God’s inflexible jus-
tice, Christ declared, that, till heaven and earth pass, one
jot, or one tittle should in no wise pass from it, till all were
Julfilled. ‘Thus it is clearly evident, that infinite justice
comes into the idea of divine ness and benevolence. -
Even the vindictive justice of God, which consists in the
execution of divine wrath, on the vessels of wrath, fitted
to destruction ; implies no malevolence in God, no plea-
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sure in the death of him that dieth ; but, on the other
hand, as a benevolent Judge, full of tender mercy, he exe-
cutes the sentence of death, witha view to the welfare of
his moral kingdomn. And the benevolénce of God is as
richly displayed, in shewing his wrath on the proper ves-
sels of wrath, as in manifesting the riches of his glory, on
the vessels of mercy. God requires the praise and thanks-
giving of his people, no less for the destruction of their
enenxies, than for their own deliverance. ¢ O give thanks
unto the Lord, for he is good ; for his mercy endureth
forever. To him that divided the red sea into parts, for
his mercy endureth forever; and made Israel pass
through the midst of it ; for his mercy endureth forever ;
but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the red sea ; for
his mercy endureth forever. To him that led his people
through the wilderness ; for his mercy endureth forever.
To him which smete greatkings ; for his mercy endureth
forever 5 and slew famous kingss for his mercy endareth
forever.” Thus we find, that the vengeance of the Lord,
which is called his strange work, is a rich display of his-
holinesa. As an inﬁni;tel{ holy God, % Vengeance be-
longeth unto the Lord. In the execution of vindictive
justice, « The Lord our God isholy.”

‘We have now, in a great measure, anticipated the idea,
that mercy is a distinct moral - attribute of the Deity. "
Mercy consists in compassion, not only to the miserable ;
butalso to the wicked and ill deserving. All the favor
and compassion of God-towards this guilty world is of
the nature of divine mercy. One great and capital ex-
pression of the mercy of God, is the gift of his Son to die
for a lost and guilty world. ¢ God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believ-
eth in him might not perish, but have everlasting life.”
This expression of infinite love was of the nature of mercy.
It is evident, therefore, that the mercy of God is no
infringement on his justice. « Mercy and truth are met
together 5 teousmméioseace have kissed each oth-
er.” Accordingly, when imed his name to
Moses, he ?almed his mercy in connection with his
justice. ¢ The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra-

*4
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ﬁiona, long slﬁ’;rin‘ yand n;(ll;:ugant in goodness and truth ;
eeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquit ,@unﬁrw
aiolf ::%d sin,znd that will, by ;El m:agns [ eaiy the guilty 5
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and
upon the childrens’ children, unto the third and fourth
neration.” Thus it appears, that the Lord our God is
wfinitely merciful ; and this is a branch of his holiness.
Infimte wisdom, in the highest sense of the word, is
also a moral perfection of . This wisdom consists in
discerning the best possible ends, and devising the best
ssible means for their accomplishment. is i8 the
fountain of that « wisdom in men which is from above,
and is first pure, 4. . holy ; then peacetble, gentle, easy
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy.” This wisdom, as it
exists in the heart of the saints, is the principal thing.
Ard if the Most Hiﬁh inspires the heart of his peop?e
with such a hely knowledge, and spiritual discernment ;
it implies, that he has, in i‘i’mself, an infinite fullness of
the same heavenly wisdom. With reference to the great
werk of redemption, wisdom is an agpropriate name of
Christ; and he is called the power of God, and the wis-
dom of God. Wisdom, in the sense of scripture, gen-
erally, and in the sense which has now been given, 1s of
the nature of holiness ; and is a glorious attribute of God.
Finally. The truth and faithfulness of God are the
consummation of his character. ‘Truth consists in repre-
senting things as they are, without the least disguise, or
coloring : and faithfulness consists in a perfect and com-
plete execution, or performance of whatever is promised
. or threatened ; or in any way, hecomes obligatory. The
truth and faithfulness ogGoc{ are most abunﬁ:mly assert-
ed in the scriptures. God that cannot lie, is the God
whose character is set before us in the sacred oracles.
- 'We have also conclusive evidence of the truth and
faithfulness of God, from the fulfilment of his word, in
all instances, so far as we have had opportunity to be his
witnesses. God’s testimony respecting al} things, ap-
pears to be true. He appears to be a God of trath, and
without iniquity 3 « Just and right is Ae.”’
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Having attended to the particulars in which the moral
perfections of God consist, and found that they are all
comprised in holiness, or moral goodness; the way is
prepared to attend, more fully, to the evidence of his

ness.

Admitting the authenticity of the scriptures, which has
been fally established ; we.have abundant evidence from
them, not only in a way of declaration, but alsoin a way
of reasening and just conclusion, that the Lord is good ;
and, that ¢ Lorti our Godis holy. There is indeed no
want of proof, from the light of nature, that the moral
character of God is . And this is a subject of im-
menge importance. For if, in fact, the evidence of God’s
goodmess did not exist, except in the-book of divine rev-
elation; how could the ignorant and untutored savages
of the wilderness be wholly without excuse, in ot
knowing and worshipping the true God ? With great
candor and attentipn, aerefore, it is incumbent on
us to look into the evidence from the light of nature,
as well as from the light of scripture, that the Lord our
God is holy, just and good. On this ground, the whole
world apgem to be guilty before God. And we are
happy to find, that, in the scriptures themselves, the evi-
dence of the moral perfections of God is exhibited from
the light of nature. Their reasonings we ma{ adopt,
with all safety ; and their conclusions will be full of va-
lidity. The arguments from scripture are drawn from
the mighty works of God, and particularly from the work
of creation. < The invisible things of him, from the
creation of the world, are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse, because, that
when they knew God, they glorified him not as God ;
neither were they thankful. But became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.” In
the connection of this Roted passage, it is said concern-
ing those, against whom the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven, that « That which may be known of God is
manifest to them, fer God hath shewed unto them.”
He manifested his true character, as we have found, by
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his mighty works. ' He manifested his eternal power and
Godhead, in sucha mauner and , by the great and
glorious work of creation, as to render the heathen with-
out excuse, in all their idolatries. That Gadhead which
was manifested by the work of creation, was something
more than power 3 which is only a natural pérfec-
tion. It implied, also moral perfection, which is neces-
sary to render Goad the object of love and adoration. The
same argument from the light of nature, is stated in the
19th Psalm. ¢ The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament sheweth his handy worl':y. Da;

unto day uttereth speech 3 and night unto night sheweti
knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where
their voice is not heard ;” i. e. the voice of the heavens,
and the firmameat, proclaiming the glory of God. But
what glory could possibly redound te Goc{, from his migh-
ty works, if he were destitute of moral perfection, and
were an unholy and malevolent being ? An omnipotent
being, void of goodness, and devoted to evil, would justly
merit the abhorrence and detestation of all rational crea-
tures. And would not such a being feel conscious of his
own infinite baseness and maliﬁnityP which would ren-
der him supremely and eternally miserable! If God has
the least regard to his own hooor and glory, and to his
own happiness, he must certainly bg an infinitely holy
})eing, possessed of perfect moral goodness and benevo-
ence.

We further cbserve, that in the scriptures, the moral
perfection of God is inferred from his infinite supremacy
and independence. The patriarch Abraham relied on this
argument, when he interceded for the Sodomites ; s Shall
not the judge of all the earth do right ? Is it poasible, that .
an infinite being, a being absolutely supreme and inde- .
pendent ;. a being far above all possible interest, motive, -
or inducement to do evil, should pervert judgment, and
do wickedly ? To act without a motive would.seem tobe -
Impossible ;5 but to act against the strongest motives, is
clearly and decidedly impossible.

Another evidence of the goodness and even the mercy .
of God, arises from the‘gooﬁohich he actually does ; and
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from the numberless favors, which he confers on the guil-
ty race of men. All who can distinguish at all, between
right and wronf, must be sensible of great sinfulness and
ill’ desert. Al therefore, ought to realize the great
goodness and mercy of God, manifested in their daily
preservation, and daily comforts. Tlius reasons the
Apostle. Speaking of the living God, who made heaven
and-earth ; and who, in times past, suffered all nations to
walk in their own ways; he adds, < Nevertheless, he left
not himself without witness, in that ke did good, and gave
us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, ﬁﬁing our hearts
with food and gladness.”

‘Thus it appears, that the common blessings of divine
providence afford conclusive evidence,that the Lordis
good ; and that he is merciful. ¢ Itis of the Lord’s mer-
cies that we are not consumed, and becanse his compas-
sions fail not.”

Farther s the systom of divine law and government,
which is revealed in the bible, affords unquestionable ev-
idence of the holiness and goodness of God. ¢ The law
is hozy, and the commandment is holy, and just, and
?d. Especiully does this appear, since the law is en-

orced by an adequate penalty. The character of legis-
lators is learnt by their code of laws; and by the sted-
fastness, with which th? enforce their laws. I we attend
also, to the history of divine providence, we discover in-
creasing evidence of the infinite goodness of God. He
always acts the part of a friend to holiness, and an enemy
to wickedness. This he did, in the destruction of the un-
godly world by the flood, when Noah was saved in the
ark. This he did, when S8odom was destroyed, and just
Lot was delivered. This he did, when the Egyptians and
Canaanites were,in their turns, destroyed, and his cho-
sen people were delivered, and inherited the promises.
Also, in the destruction of all the proud and idolatrous
empires of the earth, which have,’from time to time, op-
pressed the people of God, he has displayed his love of
righteousness, and hatred of wickedness. Beyond all
doubt therefore, he is holy, just and good. He claims the
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confidence, the submission, the fervent love, and most
cheerful obedience, of all his intelligent creatures.

ESSAY 1V.
The Unity and Trinity of the Godhead.

I~ pursuance of the system of divine truth, we have
found evidence of the being of a God ; and that the
scriptures of the old and new testaments were given b
divine inspiration. We have, in the last place, attend-
ed to an illustration and proof of the natural and moral
perfections of God.

Depending chiefly on the holy scriptures, for light and
evidence, on the high and mysterious subjects which re-
late o the Godhead, we may, in the next place, proceed
to a consideration of the Unity and T'rinity of God. -

Previously to attending to the doctrine of the sacred.
Trinity, it is thought proper to consider the evidence of
the um:y of God. ~ For the principal objection to the doc-
trine of the Trinity is, that it destroys his unit[v. The
Unity of God is abundantly asserted in the holy scrip-
tures, and is agreeable to the dictates of reason. e
scriptures declare, that ¢« The Lord our God is one
Lord.” ¢ I am the Lord, and there is none else.”” He
iscalled < The holy One of Israel.” ¢ The only Lord
God.” ¢« Thou shalthave no other Gods before me.”

The unity of God has also been said to be agreeable to
the dictates of reason. It is evident from the divine

rfections. In all his attributes and perfections, God is
infinite, and supreme. In his power, omniscience, om-
hipresence, God is supreme; he is “all in all.” It is
absurd to suppose, that there is a plurality of Deities,
each of whom is supreme ; each of whom is all in all. It
is said thatin his wisdom and knowledge, God is infinite,
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and unsearchable. ¢ Nome by searching can find out
God.” But if there are more Gods than one, then, by
searching, they can find out one another. To conceive
of more than one being, who is self-existent, independent,
uncontroliable, immutable, eternal and infinite, is utterly
impossible. If we attempt to conceive of two such be-
ings as God is represented to be; they must, in all res-
pects, be perfectly alike. In all their attributes and
works, they must be exactly the same. This would ren-
der them one and indivisible. It is therefore, in the
nature of things, impossible ; or to say the least, incon-
ceivable, that more than one infinite being should exist.
The created universe is infinitely too small to admit of a
plurality of Gods. Nor is a plurality conceivable.
Having, in opposition to all idolatry, established the
unity of the ead ; the way is now prepared, with all
bumility and reverence, to attend to a discussion of the
doctrine of the T'rinity. This doctrine is taught and
supported, only by divine revelation; and, of course, no
attempt will be made to explain or prove it, by arguments
drawn from any othersource. As a clue to th¥s highand
misterious doctrine, we find, in the beginning of the
‘bible, and elsewhere, that the name of the Deity is used
in the plural,as well as in the singular number. In the
Hebrew language, which was the original lanFuage of
the old testament, the name of God is generally plural,
«In the beginning,” Gods created the heaven and the
earth. Pronouns relating to God are also used in the
plural number. ¢ Let us make man in our image, after
aur likeness.” Itis added, in support of the unity, as
well as the plurality of the Godhead ;  So God created
man in kis own image ; in the image of God created he
him. After the apostacy of man, in order to keep up the
idea of plurality, as well as_unity, God said, ¢ Behold
the man 1s become like one of us to know and evil.”
To frustrate the building of Babel, the Lord said, “Let
u3 go down, and there confound their language.” In
many other places, in the old testament, the name of
God, and the pronouns relating to it, are expressed in
the plural numﬁer, indefinitely. But waving these, let
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us proceed (o the direct evidence of the particular doc-
trine of the Trinity. In the sixth chapter of Isaiah, the
Lord speaking of sending the Saviour, says,“ Whom shall
1 send, and who will go for us # Here the sender, after
expressing himself in the singular number, I'; changed
to the plural number, us. He that consented to go, was
a third person. ‘This makes a trinity of persons in the
Godhead. Accordingly, when the seraphims, as in the
same chapter, celebrate, in heavenly strains, the glory of
God, it is the glory of the triune God. ¢ Holy, hely,
holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of his
glory.” Another passntxﬁe in the forty eighth chapter, is
clearly indicative of the sacred Trinity. In this, the
Redeemer himself, anticipating his coming in the flesh,
says,“ And now the Lord God, and his Spirit hath sent
me.” Here the Trinity is expressed most distinctly,
Thus we find, even in the old testament, many indica-
tions and expressions of this mysterious doctrine.

In the new Testament, this doctrine is doubtles con-
futed or confirmed. That it is confirmed, and not con-
futed, will appear from the plainest testimony. The
Apostle John, who had occasion, on -account of the here-
sies which sxpran{T up in his old age, to write more par-
ticularly, on the Unity and Trinity of the Godhead, than
his fellow apostles, has stated the subject very clearly.
& There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father,
the Word and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one.”
This testimony is so c{ea’r and explicit, that it admits of
no evasion. e only shift that can be made, is, to
prounounce it uncanonical. Admit this testimony, and
the point is settled. But, even supposing this pas to
be doubtful, or even uncanonical ; yet we have evidence

~ remaining abundantly sufficient to establish the doctrine
of the Trinity. The Apostle, in his epistle to the Colos-
sians, speaks of the acknowledgment of ¢ the mystery of
God, and ‘{ew Father, and of Christ.” God and the
Father will be admitted as terms denoti%divinit\y: and
Christ has the same rank and dignity. With great pro-
priety, this is the acknowledgment of a mystery. In

view of the same subject, it is aaid, ¢ Great is the mystery
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of godliness, God was manifest in the flesh, justified in
the spirit,” &c. Mystery is admitted in this, as well as
in other subjects, the truth of which is unquestionable.

ystery implies no absurdi:{, no contradiction ; and of
course, it is no objection to this nor to any other doctrine
of divine revelation. Do any object to the doctrine of
creation or providence, on account of mystery? But if
the works of Ged are mysterious, may we not expect to
find the mode of his existence equallmysterious?

To proceed with the argument. en we attend to
the history of the Saviour, as recorded by the evangelists,
we find him alwzgs speaking of the Father, and of the
Holy Spirit as of God ; and he hesitates not to consider
himself as one and the same God. I and the Father are
one.” He requires that all men should honor the Son,
even as they honor the Father. He speaks also of the
Holy Spirit, who should come in his name, as one who
should exercise infinite Eower and goodness : who should
guide his people into all the truth ; and ¢ reprove the
world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment.” He
never speaks of tﬁe Holy Ghost as a being inferior to
God. And when he says of himself, « ;fy Father is
greater than I, he evidently has respect to his human
nature, in distinction from the divine. Otherwise he
must be guilty of a palpable contradiction, in saying« I
and the Father are one;” andin demanding equal honor
with the Father. ’

in3 The doctrine of the Trinity clearly results
from the distinct and separate evidence of the divinity of
Christ, and of the Holy Ghost. These two persons.
being proved to be divine, the great doctrine of the Trin-
ity follows, and is established. That Christ is God, is
evident, not only from his own declarations, but from the
testimony of others divinely inspired. ¢ Thy Maker is
thine husband,” says the evangelical prophet, ¢ the Lord
of hosts is his name, and thy Redeemer, the God of the
whole earth shall he be called.”” The plain meaning is,
that he is the Deity. He is said to be the root and the
offspring of David.” In prophecy, he is called Immanv-
EL, with us. Beyond a doubt, he was revealed to

5
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Abraham and the patriarchs, to Moses and the p
as well as to the antediluvians, as the Lord their God.
He was the Apgel of the church in the wilderness; and
when the people provoked and tempted their God in thé
- wilderness, the Apostle calls it tempting Christ. ¢ Nei-
ther let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tam(_gted,
and were destroyed of serpents.” Concerning God’s
providential care of his people in the wilderness, it is
said, % the angel of his presence (Christ) saved them, and
in his love, and in his pity, he redeemed them, and he
bare them, and carried them all the days of old.*® Thus
evident is the divinity of Christ from the old testamept.
From the new testament we may calculate for equal, if
not for greater evidence. Here we read, that he is the
¢ brightness of God’s glory, and the express image of hig
person, upholding all things by the word of his power.”
% In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bedily:”
¢ In the beginnin%was the’ Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.” Such are the direct
testimonies of Christ’s divinity; and these testimonies
are confirmed by his mighty works. To him is ascribed
the creation of the world. ¢ All things were made by
him?* ¢ By him were all things created that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers ; all things were created by him, and for him.”
He is also the God of providence ; for ¢ by him all thinga
consist.” The miracles of Christ, are also a strong at-
testatjon of his divinity. These works of infinite power
and mercy were wrought in his own name, and by his
own, underived authority ; and for the express purposes
of ‘supporting, not only his doctrines, but his claims §o
real and proper divinity. All divine attributes, as well
as works are ascribed to him, in the scriptures ; and
these attributes have been abundantly displayed. Noth-
' Tg has failed, of all that is considered as evidence of his
divinity.
'Resg;cting the distinct persohality and divinity of the
Holy Spirit, we may observe, that to him b‘elonged, and
still belong, the great works of regeneration and sancti-
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fication. These who are the subjects of regenerating
girace, are said to be born of the Spirit: they are also
expressly said to be born of God. The Spirit, therefore,
s God. ¢ All scripture is given by inspiration of God.”
4 But holy men of old, spake as they were moved, by the
Holy 6host.” The inspiration of the Holy Ghost, there-
fore, is the inspiration of God. Baptism is in the name
of the Holy Ghost, as well as in that of the Father and
the Sen. The Holy Ghost is therefore, equally with the
others, a divine person. The three constitate one and
the same God. ¢ Why hath Satan filled thine heart, to
ke unto. the Holy Ghost?” said Peter to Annanias,
¢ Thon hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” The
Holy Ghost is, therefore, the true God. To him also,
ate the attributes and works of God ascribed. In the
resurrection of Christ, he was said to be quickened by
the Spirit. 'When the miracles of Christ were blasphe-
mously imputed to the power of Beelzebub ; it was the
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, and was the unpar-
donable sin. By the power of the Holy Ghost, there-
‘fore, miracles were wrought. Evidence 18 not wanting,
to preve the divinity of the Holy Ghost. Having proved
‘distinctly and geparately, that Christ and the Holy Spirit
are God, equally with the Father, there ought not to
remain the least doubt, respecting the Trinity in Unity
of the Godhead.

Ansther observation, tending to confirm the doctrine
of the Trinity, and at the same time to impress on our
minds its infinite importance, is this, that if the doctrine
be denmied, and if it prove untrue; the whole gospel
scheme is subverted. For if this article of faith be
groundless, there remains no foundation for the covenant
of redemption, nor for the work of redemption ; no foun-
dation for an atunement, or mediation between a right-
eous God, and sinful men : no foundation for any sancti-
fying operation upon the hearts of sinners : no foundation
or grace nor peace, pardon nor christian hope. Mys-
terious or offensive as the doctrine of the Trinity may
appear to be, it is evidently the basis of the christian
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scheme. And whoever denies it, must deny, net only
the doctrines of grace, through the atoning blood of
Christ; but also the necessity of God’s executing the
penalty of his law, either in time or in eternity. We
may, on the whole, as well deny the being of a God, as
to deny his Trinity in unity. For there is noother God
rvevealed to us in the holy scriptures ; and the scriptures
are the principal source of light on this great subject. The
Arostle John considers it a8, not only antichristian, but
atheistical, to deny this doctrine. ¢ Who is a liar, but
- hethatdenieth that Jesus is the Christ ? He. is antichrists
that denieth the Father and the Son. Whoseevar deni-
eth the Son, the same hath not the Father.” .
. Finally, it is absurd for people to call themselves
christians, while they deny the doctrine of the Trinity.
Do any think it impossible that there should be three dis-
tinct sersons in one divine being or essence? let them
consider, that it belougs not to them to determine what
is possible, and what is impossible with God ; and espe-
cially in the wmode of his existence. 'Were it not a mattex
of fact, in the mode of man’s existence in this world, that
a mortal body is connected with an immortal soul ; the
thing would have been thought impossihle. But the
Trinity in unity of the Godhead as really exists, as the
union of soul and body. Since the truth of the scriptures
is demonstrated, we are bound to credit their testimony
concerning the unity and Trinity of God, as fully as we
credit our own observation and experience, with regard
to the mysterious union of soul and body ia man. .
"Frue 1t is, that the doctrine of the Trinity is an article
of faith ; and is neither an article of intuitive knowledge,
nor of demonstration, by the t_power of human reasoning.
But do any despise the idea of implicit faith in the known
testimony of God ? If 8o, then let them calculate to live
and die in darkness. The boundaries of human knew-
ledge are very narrow. Little can be knowa of God, but
by divine instruction ; and still less can be comprehend-.
ed, even by the best instruction. If we be truly humble
and candid, and consider well the scantiness of all bu-
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man attainments; we shall meet with no insuperable
difficulty in embracilig, and relying upon, the all impor-
tant doctrine of the Trinity in Unity of the Godhead.
On this branch of the system of divine truth, a few
remarks and inferences are suggested. ‘
- 1. Since the doctrine before us is a profound mystery,
discoverable only by divine revelation, it is doubtless
vain, and even eviminal, for us to attempt any further
explanation of it, than is clearly given us in the holy
scriptares. In doing this, we darken counsel, by words
witheut knowledge.  Whatever is necessary, or even
veeful to be known on this, and all divine subjects, is
doubtless clearly revealed; and to attempt any further
i}:nesﬁg’_ation is indicative of a vain carivsity,and a proud
eart.
2. Since, in this one instance, we are required to em-:
brace and confide in a profound mystery ; let it be no
jection to any of the remaining doctrines of the system
truth, that they are mysterious. Pitiful indeed would
bea s'ystem' of divinitjg comprehensible by worms of the
dust ! Let no one indulge the absurd idea, that mystery
and absurdity are synonymous terms. Great is the mys-
tery of gravitation, by which ponderous bodies fall to
the earth, rather than move in any other directien. But
ig gravitation an absurdity 7 Great is the mystery of the
rise of vapor, soon to fall again in showers of rain, or
quantities of snow. But the facts exist, and the wisdom
of the philosepher is baffled. Vet no one complains of
absurdity. How happens it, that mankind can patiently
admit of mysteries in every thing but The 2 Bataf
wes of the mystery of God, and of the . and
of Christ ; and of divine agency, divine government and
grace ;3 all is pronounced :ﬁu ity. In this there isut-
terly a fault, and a want of candor.
8. Since so many deny the doctrine of the Trinity, it
is a solemn and awful consideration, that to deny it,is a
eat and fatal error, @ damnable heresy ! In the denial of
is doctrine, men « deny the Lord that bought them, and
bring on themselves awift destruction.” From scripture
itis evident, that these who understandingly reject the
: .5
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doctrine of the sacred Triwity, and of course, the divinity
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and atonement by his bloed, are
on fatal ground. The evidénce-is clear, that theiy sub-
vert the whole gospel seheme, and seek to be justified by
their good works, and not by the grace of God. -
4. From the view which has been taken of the doc-
trin: of thef;l‘ri‘?ity ibne unity of the nghead, it rs
to be ve ¢ from being a subject of mere-specutation,
ora matt?r of indiﬂ'ere:g. Itbi"sﬁ cardinal, and funda.
mental doctrine of the gospel. Salvation on bible ground .
is never to be expected, but by the atonément and merit
of Jesus Christ., ¢« Being justified freely by his grace,
* through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” ¢ Nei«
ther is there salvation in any. other ; for there is noune.
other name under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved.”” No ene, who properly regards the sa-
ered oracles, can think it uncharitable or Hltberal, to
consider the antitrinitarian doctrine as aw antichristian
doctrine. ¢« He is antichrist,” says the beloved John,
% who denieth the Father and the Son.”” Can there be
any hope of the salvatien of antichrists ? B‘y ‘no means.
And, by nature, all are antichrists. All, therefore;
before they can see the kingdom of God, must be con-
verted to Christ. ‘Fhey must be converted to the dec-
trine of the Trinity, before they cam cease to be anti-
christs. 'They must acknowledge the Sen of God, as one
with the Father. “ And we know, that the Sen of God
is come, and hath given us an understanding, that. we
may know . him that is tree : and we are in him that
18 true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This iz the true
God, and eternal life”’....amex. .
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ESSAY V.
The work of Creation.

Havire attended to the evidence of the being of
God, of his inspiratien of the scriptures, of his naturat
and moral perfections, and of his Unity and Trinity ; we
may proceed, in the next place, to a cousideration of his
works. “ The works of the Lord are great, sought out
of all those who have pleasure in them.”” In this Essay,
we way attend to the great and glorious work of ereation.
By the werk of creation is meant, not merely the for-
mation of the world out of pre-existing materials 3 but
the origination and production of the materials them-
selves. So that, in the strictest sense, ¢ All things were
made of nothing, by the word of divine power.” For
this, we have the testimony of the Apostle Pawl.—
¢ Through faith we understand, that the worlds were
framed, by the word of God, so that things which are
seen were not made of things which do appear.” When
nothing but the Deity was in existence, ¢ He spake, and
it was done, he commanded, and it stood fast. By the
werd of the Lord, were the heavens made, and all the
host of them by the breath of his mouth.” The whole
system of creation, material, animate, and intellectual,
comsnenced existence, at his word. He produced and
E;: existencé to the invisible as well as the visible

ens. Angels, and their blessed habitations, were
parts of the stopendous work of creation.  All finite
existenice was the effect of creative power. .

That every thing, or even any thing could be brought
into existence, where nothing previously existed, is said by
many to be impossible. According to the statement of the
Apostle, we acknowledge the doctrine of creation to be
an article of faith, and not of finite comprehension. But
is there “?y absardity in supposing, that the world had a
beginning 7 and will have an end P John,in the Revels-
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tion, says, “ Isaw a rgrut white throne, and- Him that-
sat on it, from whose [ace, the earth and the heavens flad
away : and there was found no place for them.” Of
course, they ceased to have a place; which implies anni-
hilation. It is also said prophetically, concerning the
end of the world, that « 'l?be day of the Lord will come,
as a thief in the night, in the which the heavens shdll

ss away with a great noise, and the élements shall meit
with fervent heat: the earth also, and the works that are
therein shall be burnt up.”” By this is meant annibila-
tion, But creation and anuihilation stand on equal
ground, as to their possibility. From the instruction
contained in the scriptures, respecting the creation aud
dissolution of the material world, it is evident, that, lit-
erally speaking, there was a beginning, and there will be
an end of all material existence. This is the scriptural
doctrine of creation. :

Should any still deny this doctrine ; and contend for
the eternal existence of what we call the created system 3
we may in confirmation of bible testimony, attend to the
following reasoning on the subject; to wit: If the mate-
rial world, or the created system, so called, be eternal, it
is uncaused. For every thing which has a cause, has
also a beginning. ‘The cause must be antecedent to
the effect. And if it be uncaused, it must also be self-
existent. It must exist by a necessity of nature. Its
existence must be in the mature of things, so absolutely
necessary, that it would be impossible to conceive of its
annihilation, or non-existence. Of course, it must be
immutable : because its necessity must be invariably the
game. No power can operate to alter or change whatis
self-existent, or existent b‘{ a necessity of nataré. Such
existence is absolutely independent and uncontrollable ;
of course, immutable. But, in fact, we do not find ‘the
world to be self-existent, independent and immutable:
We find it dependent, and very mutable; subject to
perpetual changes and variations : sing ail the
properties of an effect; but not one of the properties of
& first cause. All things in the visible. world exhibit the
most striking appearance of vast and maguificent efflects;
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which naturally lead the mind tecontemplate, by way of
inference, an infinite and invisible cause.

On the whole, one of two things, respecting the doc-
trine.of creation, must be trua; either that the visible
world bad a beginning, and was brought into existence
by the almighty power of God, and for a display of his
infinite glory, as the scriptures plainly teach us; or else
the world itself is God, and as such, 18 to be worship
aud adered, by all intelligent bein There is no other
alternative; and the unbeliever of the mysterious, but glo-
rious work of creation, in order to be consistent, must
_ fall down and worship the sun, moen and stars, and all
the host of heaven ; or the earth, air and seas, with the
fulness thereof. . He must embrace and practice all the
follies and idelatries of the heathen world. Yea, he muat,
ﬁofurther and outstrip the heathen, in. point of idolatry.

or very few of the heathen, who have any idea of 2 God,
consider the visible. system as any thing more than the
repregentation and similitude of the one eternal and in-
visible God. Those therefore, who ascribe divine attri-
E:t\:lsto the crgltiun itself, :lelatlyld exl::ed t'}ll‘i healthena,l ;n

e degree, and grossness of their idolatry. They liter
worship and serve the creatuve, more tlm the'y Crwtnry,
who is over all, God blessed forever. Infinitely impor-
tant, therefore, is the real and scriptural doctriue- of
creation. Error en this subject, evidently involves man-
kind in the grossest idolatry, and leads to atheism. .
. Respecting the creation of rational beings, formed for.
immortality, such as apgels and men ; there is no differ-
ence from the creation of the material world, as to their
commencing an existence, instantaneously and original-
ly, by the almighty power of Ged. The intellectual and.
moral faculties, of men, and of angels, are the effects of
creative power. . Man was made a moral aﬁent, as well.
23 a rational and immortal bein’}. All that he is,and all
‘that he  possesses, is from God. God stamped on man
and angels his natural and moral image, by his creative,

wer. “ God breathed into man the breath of life, and he

secame a living soul.” This was the, finishing stroke,,
and the most, wenderfu] apd glorious act of creation. . .
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On the m:{‘::ct of ereation, the enquiry is sometimnes
aade} aghmth is great a'nd marvelhlus 3:” b:;las perform-

. John the Ev ist says, ¢ In the beginning was
the word, and themx:'g:rd mys:vith God, and the word
was God. Al things were made by him';” conveying
the idea, that all things were made, in the beginning.
'The same is the idea, in the Mosaic history. < In
beginning, God created the heaven, and the earth.” By
the beginning, is evidently meant the commencement of
time. For the very idea of time, consisting in the sue-
cession of days and years, had its origin, when finite and
intelligent beings commenced their evistence. ¢ One
day with the Lord, is as a thousand years, and a thowsand
yedrs, as one day.” In the divine mind there is ne
succession of ideas, no fore nor after. Striotly spenk-
ing, there was no time before, ner time when the
work of creation was performed. This great work was
notonlg in the beginning, but it constituted the begin~
ning of what we call time. In the divine mind, a whole
eternity is one, invariable, unsuccessive Now.:

We hence see the fallacy and impertinence of the
question, “ why was not the oguatand glorious work of
areation performed millions of ages soener tham it was?
‘Why has God deferred, during eternal ages, these rich
displays of his divine perfections 7 In this case, we are
to consider, that sooner and luter, are impertinent terms.
There was nothing on which these comparative terms
could be predicated. For what we call eternal duration
is, in the infinite mind of God, without duration er sud-
cession. The creation, and the final jndgment of the
world, are lly, and etérnally present with the Lord.

Another thing noticeable in the work of creation, is
its extent. Respecting this we may say, It extends to
all existence, except that whieh is divine. Angels and
seraphim, and their glorious habitations ealled heav-
ens, cosstitute parts of the vast work of creation. Holy

angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect, togeth- .

er with the exalted Redeemer, in his resurrection state,
have a building not made with hands, eternal ip ihe
heavens. This is a work of ereation.  Although in the

w
N




SHE WORX OF CREATION. L -3

.

history of creation, the wovd, heavens, might have had
particular reference to the visible heayens, such as the
sun, moon and stars; yet this is by no meaus the exclu-
sive meaning. When the Paalmist says, ¢ The heavens
declare thg‘ﬁgcy of God,” his meaning is the visible heav-
ens. But not to exclude the more rich display of his
slor,, by the creation of the invisible heavews. When
hrist of many mansipus in his Father’s house,
for the everlaating residence of his faithful fol-
wers, he doubtless meant created mansions. The invis-
ible heavens, therefore, as well as the visible, together
with the earth and seas, and all creatures and things
that are thevein, belong to the werk of creation, « For
l:z‘him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
at are in earth, viaible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or- dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all
ings were created by him and for him.” Thus exten-
sive 14 the work of creation.

Another thing expressive of the wisdom of God in the
work of creation, i8 the process and order of this great
work. Krom the history it appears, that it was not, in
all respects, aa instantaneous, but in one respect, a grad-
ual work, Itis probable, however, if net evident, from
the Mosaic history, that the substance of the whale mate-
rial system was instantaneously called into existenee, by
the werd of divine pawer ; and was, at first, produced in
a state of confused chags. Aceordingly it is said, « The
carth was without form and void, and darkness was upon
the face of the deep.” As the heavenly bodies, the sun,
moon and stars, were all created in the beginm’g; it
seems to be implied, that all, at first, were produced
instantaneously; amd probably, all in a chaotic state.
These heavealy bodies, not being prepared, at first, to
emit.their light, may account for the darkness which was
wpon the face of the deep. Henceforth, the great work
was succosaive and-gradual. Now comwenced the idea
of time and succession ; particularly in the view of angels,
For, from mmy o &: #ix get’:a ‘\;vobreks of crqatm{n,
it appears prabable, that the an en previously
breught inko exiatence, ta be. apeciators. of ths series, of
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wonders, which were displayed, in the process of this most
marvellous work. From a passage in-the book ef Job, it
is made evident, that the angels were joyful spectators of
. the work of creation. SFenﬁng of this glorieus woerk, it
is said, that, in a view of it, ¢ The morning stars sang
tofether, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” An-
gels were then the only sons of God. 'lleg only were
capable of being spectators and witnesses o Go&"s won-
-derful works. ~ And is it not rational to sy; , that,
on this great occasion, God would glorify himaelf, b
_having an innumerable host of the most exalted of afl
finite beings to be spectaters and-admirers of the wrork of
creation ? By this work, performed in the most matural
and consistent order, the vast and gloomy chaes was re-
duced to perfect symmetry, beauty and ntilitl{. Thus
the heavens and the earth being finished, and all the hosts
of them, even all the animals and vegetables that were
made ; GGod proceeded to create man, the most noble and
finishing work, in this lower world. Man alone, among
all the vast variety of creatures which were made, to
inhabit the earth, air and seas, was possessed of rational
faculties, and was formed for immortality. - ¢ And the
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man be-
came a living soul.” Man became a moral agent, and
a probationer for a glorious immortality. As to the
particular order of the process of God’s reducing the
earth to its dprimitive beauty and perfection ; and of his
creating and forming, from the chaotic mass, all kinds of
animals and vegitables, whose seed js in themselves; we
find it so distinctly recorded in the first chapter of Gen-
esis, that all further comment on this head is needless.
The second chapter contains a rehearsal of seme of the
great works recorded in the first ;5 and is not, as some
suppose, a continuation of the history, This chapter
begins by a reference to the first; ¢ Thus the heavens
nng the earth were finished, and all the host of them.?””
-'Thus man was made of the dust of the earth, male and
female were they created s and the female was made of
_ one of man’s ribs, that she might be bone of his bones
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wnd dhesh of his flesh. This was the-Jast and most won-
derfal display of creative-power. The order of creation
40-be matural end tiful 5 one great and mag-
makicent werk 'succeeding -another, till the whole was
; , wnd promounced by the Creator to be very

Another thing which displays the wisdom and good-
-ness, as 'well as the infinite power of God, in the work of
‘creatiom; is, that all creatures and things were produced-
in & ‘state of maturity, and were formed to propagate
their ewn species. Herbs, plants and trees, and the
erops of .precious Emin; every thing requisite to the
support of life 5 and every specres of animals, from the
greatest ¢o the lewst, which had need of daily support
‘and nowrishment, were created in-a state of maturity. -

AH this is plainky taught us, in the rehearsal of the work
«f creation, Gen. ii. 4. 5. < These are the generations of
¢he heavens; aud of the enrth, when they were created ;
in the day that the Lorl made the earth and the heavens,
and every plant of the fiekd, befere it was in the earth,
-and ‘every herb wof the fiekd before it grew.”” The first
«cropof ull vegetables was not preduced by growth, but
by crestion. And itis added ; « For the Lord God had
. -pot-caused it 1 rain on the earth, and there was not,”
or led not been, as yet, “ a man to till the ground.”
-Muanand beast were created iw full maturity, and so was
wvery thing requisite 4o their .ample support. Had not
‘this theensey the wivole. of ‘the animal creation must
fhave :perished in the infancy of their existence. Whata
‘mixture of divine power, wisdom and goodness was dis-
played, in the creation .of the whele vegetable and animal
.worldin a state of maturity? Well might the great Cre-
wtorpreneunce the whole very good !

-Another tiing respecting the great work of creation,
and which i;‘leculated otfo r;:iev.e $ ‘minds of ﬂ:m who
-complain ol ‘orm of the earth, as being a hideous
form, rendering t{is world an almost inhospitable region,
is this 3 that in its original form, it was doubtless, very
different from what it is at present, or from what it has

- 6



50 TRE WORK OF -OI'ATII‘R. .

been, since the general deluge. Originally, it was made -
in the most pleasant and convenient form imaginable.
Though we read of high hills and mountains, above which
the waters of the flood prevailed; yet high hills and
mountains are relative terms, not deciding the magnitude
of cither, except in a comparative sense. ¢ Fifleen cu-
bits upward did the waters prevail, and the mountains
were covered.”. Mountains of this magnitude, it is read-
ily seen, would be necessary to the most pleasant and
productive form of the earth. In this respect, the form
of the earth was very good. By the flood, which was an
execution of divine wrath upon the world which was
Jilled with violence, the earth was subjected to an awful
revolution. The fountains of the great deep, meaniog the
subterraneous waters, were broken up. ‘he earth was
broken to pieces in a thousand hideous shapes and
forms ; the eftects of which are visible to this day. Then
was realized the threatening to fallen man ; ¢ Cursed is
the ground for thy sake.”” ~The earth which, till this
_time, supported man and beast on vegetable food, could
do it nolonger. It was from this time, with difficulty,
that man could support himself on both vegetable and
animal food. On the whole, it is evident, that the earth,
in its original, antediluvian state, was most happily form-
ed for the residence and support of man and beast. - It
was, probably, as fertile as can be conceived. The sup-
rt of life, in the eriginal state of the earth, instead of
a toil, would have been a rich source of pleasure. Had
it not been for the fall of man, and the curse denounced
upen him and his roaterity, and even upon the ground
iteelf, on account of his apostacy, the whole world would
have been a paradise. But, alas! from this time,
thorns and briars sprang up in the most fertile fields ;
and with great difficuity and labor, with the sweat of his
face, did man procure a scanty living. Thus it appears
-to be firom ne (ﬂfect of creationy that we live in 2 rough
and hideous world.
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REMARKS.

1. From the view which we have taken of the work
of creation, we discover, more and more, the evidence
of the goodness of God. We may indeed make this con-
clasion, from a genera! argument on the subject. If we
consider, that goodness consists in doing good 5 and that
no good could be done by the Deity, but by first creating
proper objects of good and happiness ; we shall readily
conclude, that infinite goodness is expressed, in the wor.
of creation. Especially when we consider, that, in this
glorious work, Ged has adapted every thing to the good
and happiness of his intellialdt creatures. Had they all
improved the goodness of as they ought, this world
would have been a happy state of existence. Man was
made but a little lower than the angels, crowned with
honor and glory ; and had given to him the deminion over
all the creatures in this lower world. Of all the good and
happiness, which were adapted to this-world, even in
its original state, there was no deficiency. And that
which was.of infinitely more consequence, was, that he
had ‘a fair and hopeful prospect of increasing glory and
felicity in heaven forever. How great was the gooduness
of , manifested in the work of creation ! <O Lord,
how manifold are thy works, in wisdom hast thou made
them all 5 the earth is full of thy riches.”

2. From what has been said on the doctrine of crea-
tion, we infer, that this great and magnificent work was
designed to answer'some adequate ends and purposes.
The earth was made to be inhabited. "The sun, moon and
stars were not made in vain. Whether any of them were
made to be inhabited, is not for us to decide. On this
subjeet the scriptures are not conclusive. They seem to
intimate, however, that these splendid luminaries were
made for the accommodation of mankind. ¢ The sunto
rule the day, and the moon and stars to rule the night.”
Had these vast bodies been inhabited by rational beings,
subjects of creation and providential government, in com-
mon with angels and men; why sheuld the scriptures
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be so silent respecting them ? But whether the planets
are inhabited or not, we may be assured, that the whole
work of creation is designed to answer the most impor-
tant purposes. ¢ God hath made all things for himser e
and E)r the richest display of his own glory. In himself,
he is infinitely glorious; and it implies 1n him no cen-
tracted and criminal selfishness, to have a supreme re-
gard to his own ilory in the creation of the world.

But the peculiar methed which God takes to display
his glory, by the work of creation, is through the medium
of his redeemed church. - It is said, that ¢ God created
all things by Jesus Christ to the intent, that now unto the

rincipalities and powers in heavenly places, might be

:dwn, by th}f c:hm'ch,l the manifold h\:}:ldl:u of m ac-
gording to the eterna rpose, whi ar 8
Christhesus our Lord.” pu’l'?\o:great work of l]',odemption,
it seems, was up})ermost in the wind of God,as a medium
for the display of his glory, by the work of creation, Re-
demption was not, as some suppose, a remedy for unex~
pected evils, No, it was a part of the eterpal plan and
des;lsn of creation. In plain terms, it was < Jdecording
to the eternal purpose of God.” It wasa ﬁmd end, &
leading object of the work of creation, to lay a founda«
tion for the more glorious werks of redemption and grace.
So that man, who was made lower than the an in
creation ; and who should, degrade himself, hy his agos«
tacy to the rank of devils ; might be put inte a situation,
throagh faith in Jesus Christ, to rise superior to the elect
angels, in eternal glory. And in this sinful and imperfect
state, the holy angels are said to be ministering spirits,
sent furth to minister unto those wha are heirs of salva-
tion. The glan of creation, as preparatory in the eternal
counsel of God, to the work of redemption, is wonderful !
These are the things, which the angels desire to look
into : and these are the things, which are, to us, most
highly interestin%: As we are in a situation to rise in
glory above the holy angels ; so we are liable, by our
impenitence and unbelief, to sink in wretchedness below
the fallen angels. God will glorify himself, if it be in our
final condemnation, The great concern of all should be,
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to concer in the grea';t ohject " of creation, and devote
themselves supremely to the honor and glary of God.

————

ESSAY VI
God’s works of Providence. ..

Having, in the preceding essay, attempted a discus-
sion of the great subject of creation ; it is proposed in
this, to consider the works of divine Providence.

To every candid and reflecting mind, it is ebvious, that
the work of creation, great as it was, must have been a
useless exertion of infinite€ power and wisdom, had there
not been established, in the divine purpose, a wise and
holy providential government. The great work of crea.
tion, which was last considered, was introductory and
preparatory to the operations of divine providence. Ac-
oording to the correct definition in the shorter catechism,
¢ God’s works of providence are his most holy, wise and
powerful, preserving and governing all his creatures, and
all their actions.”” "All the creatures of God were made
for the most important purposes—purposes which could
never be accomplished, were there o providential gov:
ernment.

In God’s works of providence, more is implied, than a
mere notice, inspection and oversight of the created eys-
tem. He exerts the same infinite power and wisdom, in
preserving and directing all things to their proper ends,
which he exerted, when he called the universe into exist-
ence. A man is said to be provident, when he looks
well to his affairs, and directs all his matters with wis-
dom and discretion. In these respects, God isan infin.
itely provident being. For he not only inspects, con.
stantly, all creatures and things in the universe ; but he
also gives to all their direction, overruling them for his
ewn glory, and for th*% greatest possible general good.
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In Ged’s works of previdence, infinite power and agency .
are employed. So that the operations of divine provi.
dence, 1n preserving, directing and controlling all things,
are equal, in point of power and wisdom, to a continued
creation. Should he withhold fer a moment, his ommip-
otent aid and support, the whole created system wou
become extinct. As respects the animal creation,  In
him they live, and move, and have their being.”” As
respects the life and immortality of mankind, it is said,
¢ His visitation treserveth our spirits.”” ¢ If he with-
hold his spirit,” that is, the breath which he breathed into
wan, when he became a living soul, ¥ we die, and return
to dust.”” Should man die and revive at every breath,
the providence of God would be no more exerted, than it
is in the usual mode of preserving human life. In the
most literal sense, all creatures and things are depen-
dent, alone, on the providence of God for support in
existence; and for direction' to their proper ends and
ﬂrposes. % A man’s heart deviseth his way, but the
rd directeth his steps.”” & The lot is cast into the lap,
- but the whole disposal thereof is of the Lord.” To show
clearly, that God has the disposal of lots, and of ever
thing else, we may observe, that He perfectly knows ali
things. When the lot is ahout to be cast, relying on
chance to decide the event ; God foresees the event.
How could this be possible, if it depended on chance 2
In this case, there is but one alternative. We must ac-
knowledge the coustant disposing hand of providence, in
_all events ; or deny the being of an omuiscient God. « I
am God,” says Jehovah, “and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient
times the things which are not yet done, saying, M!
counsel shall stand, and I will ‘do,all my pleasure.
% The king®s heart is in the hand of the Lord.”

We observe further; To preserve and govern the
whale nniverse, in all its variety, and in all its connec-
tiens and dependencies ; the providence of God must be,

‘?l.‘(t'x‘tu soir:l‘yi's u;::yﬁys;:, but most minu:ﬁ ;nil particular.
; ) Tikingly represented in the holy scriptures.
They teach us, that it is God who clothes the grass, and
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adorns the lillies of the field. He takes care for oxen,
and hears the young ravens, when they cry. "« Yea, a

sparrow falls not to the ground without him, and the hairs
of our heads are all numbered.” ¢« He opens his hand,

_and satisfies the wants of every living creature.” As.
_tonishing must be the cxtent and particularity of that

providence, by which the myriads of living creatures in
the earth, air and sea, receive their daily protection and"

snpll)qrt. .
hus God’s providence implies, not only his universal
knowledge, and observation; but also his special care,
support, protection and dispogal of all things. Anda
very particular object is, to direct all creatures and
things to the most important ends and purposes.
Another branch of the great subject of divine provi-
dence is, that it extends to all the actions, as well as to
the outward state and circumstances of mankind. All
will grant, that when the trees are moved by the wind,
God’s providenceis exerted. When buildings and forests
are destroyed by a tornado, and many lives are lost, it is
an awful dispensation of divine providence. When the
fields are laden with the richest produce of a prosperons
season, men experienee the smiles of a kind and merciful
providence. But, strange’ as it may seem, thereis a
strong reluctance in mankind to acknowledge the agency
of God’s providence, in directing and controlling the
hearts and actions of sinful men. "Notbut that mankind
m general, who en{?{y, and profess to believe in divine
revelation, acknowledge divine agency in the conviction
and cenversion of sinners. - ‘They see no objection to
God’s renewing the hearts of sinners, by his all conquer-
ing . They acknowledge the ewccedinﬁ‘
of ﬁ’? power anifested in those who « believe, ac-
cording to the working of his mighty power.” They do
not imagine, that the agency of God, in the conviction
and conversion of sinners, interferes at all with their own
free agency, in the love and service of Christ. 'The
fess to admit the plain testimony of scripture, that it
18 « not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy he saveth us, by the washing
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of vegeneration, avd renewing of the Holy Ghost.” In
this important matter, divine pravidence, divine agency,
and divine grace, are frankl{ acknowledged. But with
regard to the wickedness of the hearts and cenduct of
mankind, it is denied, that the providence and z of
God have any influence or concern whatever. But how
¢an mankinc{ be independent in wickedness, any more
than in holiness ? And how does the agency of divine
providence, by producing, in mysterious ways, the
wickedness of mankind, destroy their free agency ? any
wore than by producing their holiness ? The holy serip-
tures do not hesitate in the least degvee, to admit
divine agency, or the mysterious agescy of divine
providence, even in bringing about the. most wicked
conduct of mankind,as well as their most virtuoua con-
duct. The wicked, in seripture, are called God’s swerd,
from which David . prayed to be delivered, when he was
persecuted by his enemies. By this sword of the Lerd,
was the Saviour cruelly put to death ; when, by wicked
hands, he was crucified and slain. But, to this death he
was delivered, by the determinate counsel, and fore-
knowledge of God. The purpose, and providential
agency of God are expressed in these words : « Awake,
O sword against my shepherd, agsinst the man thatis my
fellow, saith the Lord of hosts ; smite the sh rd, and
the sheep be scattered, and I will tura mine hand upon
the little ones,” the lambs of his fleck. From the serip-
tures it is evident, that God has centinual access to the
hearts of sinners, to harden or to soften them, as, in
infinite wisdom, he sees fit. In his holy providence, he
%ardened thelhomit of Pl:iaruoh, and ct‘l:e hearts of the

gyptians. In plain and unequivecal language, the
Psalmist says, « He turned their heart to hm%:‘i:!p;o le,
and to deal subtilly with hisservants.” In equally plain
terms, Solomon declares the same truth. ¢ "The king’s
heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water,
be turneth it whitherseever he will.”” And again, « The
preparation of the- heart in man, and the answer of the
tongue is from the Lord. Isit net evident from the
seriptuyes, that God, by the agency ef his holy provi-
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dence, dispeses the hearts and actions of all men, ac-
cordiag to his good pleasure 7 and that he dees itin a
way, to us mysterious ; yet perfectlf consisteat with
their moral liberty and free-ageney ? In this case, there
is. no mere mystery, no more difficulty, than in mens’
being crealed moral agents. « God made man upright.
In the mmﬁe of God created be him.” He was wade
hely, and his holiness implied meral liberty, and moral
character. - Had he not been made upright, he musat have
heen made asinner ; and a sinner in the pussession and
exercise of moral liberty, and free agency. ‘Without
free agency, a man can be neither holy nor sinful. Ha
osmpot he a rational and acequatable creature. But
really, I think it to be clear and ‘demonstrable, that the
previdentigl agensy of God infri no more on the
woral liberty and free agency of mankind, thap hia
creative agency. Beth are perfectly comsistent with
that mocsk i Jorfue agenng of man, which censisty
wholly in the dispositions and voluntary exercises of
the heart. Where alse can we look for free agency ?
In what else can it consist, but in acting freely, without
compuleion or coercion ? In what can it consist but in
acting from choice 7 and in the view of motives ? Tq
act from design and inclination of heart, is to act freely 3
and thisis wﬂ is meaut by free agency. It does net a$
all imply, that we act independently, nor that we act
without a eauge. Geod says, by the prephet, « I will
cauge you to walk in my statutes.” But if we wallg
voluntarily, we are free agents, whether caused or un-
cpused. ﬁor does free agency imply a self-determini

power in the will. This would imply an act of self-
determination antecedent to the first act, and ss a cause
of the first act, which is an ghsurdity. Besides ; if self-
determination is the cause of action, it destroys moral
liberty and free agency, as effectually as for God to be
the cause of action. Nothing is gained, therefore, but
every thing is loat, by the doctrine of self-determipation.
Surely, if there must be a cause of action ; as there ig
wndoubtedly ; then it is of infinite importance, that God
should be the ¢ause. For he alone i capable of causing
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all actions, and all things to take place in a manner that
shall be for the display of his own glory, and for the
greatest good of the universe. In his providential gov-
ernment and direction of all things, there is infinite
safety, and infinite good. There is a ground of strong
consolation,

* Such is the doctrine of divine providence, a glorious
doctrine ! Well becoming the high and holy character of
Jehovah ! Without such a providential administration,
the universe could not subsist ; or if it could subsist, it
would be to no valuable purpose. From the work of
creation alone, no good could ever result. Partial evils
could never terminate in the greater good. Sin and
misery would be subject to no restraint; and would have
nobounds. Nor could we ever hope to froﬁt by adver-
sity, nor by abuses. Dark and dreadfal would be our
prospects, could we not rely, with confidence, on the
universality and perfection of God’s providential gov-
ernment. : :

‘We may now proceed to some inferential and practical
improvement of this doctrine. And,

1. We clearly infer from it, that every thing will be
overruled for the best. In this world, we experience
much darkness and sorrow. Comparatively few things
wear a favourable aspect.- The positive pains and sor-
rows of this life are thought, by many, to be more and
greater than the positive pleasures. ¢ Man is born to
trouble, as the sparks that fly upward.” Philosophers
are unable to determine whether there be a God 5 or ifa
God exists, whether he be a good, or an evil being ; or
whether he may not be of a mixed character. Bat, from
the view we have taken of God’s works of providence, it
is evident that every thing will be overruled for the best.
The good effects of the sorest evils are often realized.
And we may rest assured, that the honor of God, and the
greatest general good, are infinitely secure,

2. A view of God’s works of providence leads the

. mind to that reverence and godly fear, which beget true
devotion. To whom can the man devote himself, who
ascribes many eyents to his own wisdom and power, and




-

@0D’S WORKS OF PROVIDENCE. 59

the rest to chance or fate ? A sense of the presence and
majesty of God, as the great disposer of all things, in-
spires true devotion, and reverential fear.

3. Anabiding sense of God’s universal providence, is
happily calculated to quiet the mind in adversity. Ad-
versity is often l;l:roduced by the wicked and abusive
conduct of our fellow-men. If, in this case, we overlook
the hand of providence, we become outrageous ; we
meditate vengeance. But if we consider the wicked
abuser as the sword of the Lord, to chastise us for our
sins ; we are relieved ; we are cured of a spirit of re-
venge. So that, while we justly blame and condemn
our oppressors we shall pity and pray for them, as Christ
did for his murderers ;- i‘ather forgive them, for they
know not what they do.” ¢ Let him alone, and let him
curse for the Lord hath said unto-him, curse David.”

Again ; no small part of our adversity is the effect of
our own folly and wickedness. If,in this case, we over-
look the hand of God, we shall have extreme mortifica-
tion ; but no sincere and heart.y repentance ; no conso-
lation in view of the evils which we have brought on
ourselves. But if we believe, that God sits at the helm
of government, and causes every thing we do, good or
bad, to be overuled and directed to the most important
ends ; we have a solid ground of comfort, even though we
are deeply wounded with a sense of sin and guilt. "This
was the method taken by Joseph, to comfort his wicked
brethren; who had sold him into pt. It was not
you that sent me hither, but God. sent me before

ou, to save your lives, by a great deliverance.” ¢ As
or you, ye thought evil against me, but God meant it unto
good.” ~ While they humbled themselves in the dust,
under a sense of their great wickedness and barbarity,
in selling their brother for a slave; he would not have
them vexed and tormented. ¢ Now therefore,” said Jo-
seph, ¢ be not grieved and angry with yourselves, that
ye sold me hither. For God diﬁrsend me before you to
preserve life.” Be humble and penitent for your enor-
mous crime, viewed as your own act and deed, But,
viewed as an event of a wise and holy providence, set
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‘yourhearts atrest. It is a matter of great censelation,
-that evils, both natural #ud moral, can be, and certainl
l\(v.ill be, overruled for the greatest possible.good of Christz
i .
4. The doctrine of Ged’s wniversal providence em-
‘boldens his peaple to rt their ¢rust in hime. Should God
ﬂ.ve up ¢he disposal of same things to the devisien of
ind s or stubborh fate ; ‘counfidence #n him would
&e at onoe destreyed. - 1n this sinful world, there is no
rational comfort and jey, but what is groumded on
“rue faith and confidence in God. But thns joyful con-
fidence depends on the doctrine of his wniversal provi-
dence. Set aside this precious doctrine, and every
christian would lose that hope whick is an wnchor to ks
soul. To humdn view, this world is a hopeless state. No
man, without a -revelatien of God’s merciful designs t0-
wards sinfal men, ‘could have mdulged a hope of final
‘lup&i:de’ss f’ um} this lmpe:,f after all, is lliable to be edxﬁn-
1 if we lose sight of a universal, seperi ing,
g:d all controlling lgv‘:delme. ‘Trust in -mmﬁt '
‘be absolute, and unlimited. < Trust in the Lord, with
all thine heart, and lean 1ot te thine own understanding;
in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
Taths.” These are commands, never {0 be obeyed, un-
ess we believe and realize, that Ged, in his mysterious
providence, directs and centrols all the events df the
‘vast universe. Those who deny the doctrine of a univer-
'sal and particular providence, must put their trust in a
God that canmot save. & But blessed be the man that
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hepeithe Lord is.”
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ES8AY VIIL
The Sovereignty of God.

Twe aniversal agency of God, in his providential
ment, implies his Roly- and wise Y.
severeignty of God, as the idea is expressed in the
holy scriptures, consists in his & working all things after
the comnsel of his own will.”’ 1t relates most E;;tnularly
to his governing providence over mankind. expres-
ses his suvereignty im these words, < I am a great king,
suithy the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreag;':l among
the heathen.” -He is also celebrated as a sovereign in
these words ; ¢ O clap your hands, all ye les shout
vato God with the voice of triumph; for t rd most
Migh is tervibles he is a great king over all the earth.
He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations
under our feet.”” As a mighty eonqueror, he subdnes
all the enemies of his clurch. As a king, he reigns
especially in Zion 3 but his holy sovereignty is bounded
euly by the utmost limits of the created universe. A
more distinct idea of the sovereignty of Jehovah, may
be conceived, by a view of the sovereignty of human
governments. )
"~ Nations which are subject to an unlimited monarchy,
have their sovereigns, denominated kings or emperors,
who give law to the people, and control all authority in
the nation, or empire. And this is not the worst form
of government, provided the smm‘;%n be’a man posses-
of great wissom, and integrity of heart. No nation
ever enjoyed a better government than that of Solomon,
who was an absolute sovereign. Such was the form of
vernment in lerael, from and after the reign of king
ul. And never was a mation more happy in its gov-
ernment, when their kiugs did that which was right in
the sight of the Lord. This form of government, how-
ever, did net, in that case, meet the divine approbation,
because it was needless; and was a rejeotion of that
form: of government which the Lord had assigned them s
7



(L : THE SOVEARIGNTY OF GOD

and because God foresaw the sreat l:rpreuions.and cru-
elties which, through the pride and ambition of their
kings, would grow out of if. -Accordingly it is said,
¢ He gave them a king in his anger.”. Their ki%be-
came a scourge of their pride and ambition. ese
were the consequences of having wicked, oppressive,
and idolatrous tyrants on the threne. The objection
therefore, as respects human ‘govemment, is not eo much
agninst sovereignty in itself considered, as a form of
government ; as it is against: the wicked abuse of sove-
reignty. But against the sovereignty of God, no such
objection can be supported ;5 for it is an infinitely wise
and holy sovereignty. It is’ calculated to promote the
peace and welfare of all his peaceable subjects 3 and to
suppress the wicked and rehellious. ’ :
Po bring out more fully, the idea of God’s sovereigns
ty, we ohserve further; it consists in his doi is
leasure, in the government and dispasal of all his intel-
ﬁgent creatures, in heaven and in earths or througheut
his vast universe. ¢ And all the inhabitants of the
earth are reputed as nothing : and he deeth according te
his will in the army of heaven, and ameng the inhabitants
of the earth; and none can stay his hand, or say unte
him, What dost thou ?*> Not only is his kingdom univer-
sal; but it is also everlasting. « And I praised -and
honored him that liveth forever and ever, w domin-
ion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from
generation to generation.”. In all the operations of his
government, he is perfectly independent. In him sre
counsel and might. He needs none to give him advice.
He is said to be ¢ in one mind, and none can turn him 3

and what his soul desireth, even that he doth.” The -

holy severeignty of God is, not only illustrated, but
celebrated, as a-most joyful theme, in many of the
Pealms of David. The following selections are a speci«
men. < Let all the earth fear the Lord, let all the
inhabitants of the earth stand in awe of him s for he
spake, and it was done, he commanded and it steod
fast. ‘The Lord bringeth the counsel of the hesthen to
nought ; he maketh the devices of the people of none
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effect. 'The counsel of the Lord standeth forever, the
thoaghts of his heart to alt generations.” Another sub-
lime passage is this; ¢ The%ord reigneth, he is clothed
with majesty ; the Lord is clothed with strength, where-
with he hath girded himself. The world also is estab-
lished, that it cannot -be moved. Thy throne is estab-
}ished: of old ; thou art from everlasting.” Again, « The
Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice, let the multitude of
isles be glad thereof. Clouds and darkness are round
about him, righteousness and judgment are the habita-
tion of his throne.” The royal title of Jehovah is,
« King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” As such he was
joyfully acknowledged and extolied, by all the saints of
old. The boly Saviour also, in his state of incarnation,
rejoiced in spirit, and said, « I thank thee, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these
things,” that is, the things of his kingdom, ¢¢ from the
wise and Srudent, and hast revealed them unto babes:
even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.,”
# All things ave delivered unto me, of my Father.” "The
Apostles were often led, by the spirit of inspiration, most
strongly to express the idea of divine sovereignty. The
act of predestination is peculiarly a sovereign act of
God. <« Whom he did foreknow, them he also did pre-
destinate to be conformed to the image of his Son. In
the ninth-chapter to the Romans, we have a striking and
rious exhibition of the sovereignty of divine grace.
his is said to have been manifested, in giving Jacob
the preference to Esau. ¢ Jacob have I loved, but Esau
have I hated.” In his unsearchable wisdom and justice,
God had determined, that Jacob, and not Esau, should
be the Patriarch of his church. ¢ What shall we sa
then ? Is there unrighteousness with God ? God forbid.”
This sovereign right to dispose of nations, and of indi-
viduals, for a diplay of his glory, was what was always
claimed by him, in ancient ages. « For he saith to
Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy ;
and I will have compassion on whom I will have compas-
sion. 8o then, it is not of him that willeth, nor of Em
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that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.” ‘And
here is added the particular idea, that God is the King
of Kings. « For he saith unto Pharaoh,” the haughty
king of Bgypt, < Even for this same purpese have I
raised thee up,” exalted thee to the throne of Egypt,
‘ that I might shew my power in thee; and that my
name might be declared throughout all the earth. There-
fore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and
whom he will he hardeneth.” Here the Apostle listens
to the only conceivable objection. ¢ Thou wiltsay then
unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? for who hath
resisted his will P As if there could have been no fault,
on the of Pharaoh, unless he actually resisted, and
defeated, the sovereign and holy will of the Almighty!
“ Na{ but, O men! who art thou that repliest againet
God ¢ shall the thing fermed say to him that formed if,
‘Why hast thou e me thus 7 Does ybur sin (if you
acknowledge any sin) censist in your being made thus?
or in your voluntary exercises and conduct, after lyn
commenced your existence? Let reason, as well as
scripture, decide the controversy. But, with regard teo
the power and right of the great Sovereign of the uni-
verse, in the act of creation, « Hath not the potter power
over the clay of the same lump, to make one vessel nnto
honar, and another unto dishonor ? What if God, willing
to shew his wrath, and make his power known, endureth,
with much long-suffering, the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction ; and that he might make known the riches
of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore
prepared unto glory ” If God, by his universal sove-
reignty, makes the most ample display of his glory, in
ferfect consistency with the free agency and woral
iberty of mankind's what shall we say to these things ?
‘What is our ohjection? Can we hope to dethrone the
Almighty ? Who then shall hold the throne ? Thus the
ninth of Romans expresses without reserve, the absolute
sovereignty of Gad, as respects his discriminating grace,
which is-manifested in the salvation of one people, or one
sinner, rather than another. This holy and wise sove-
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i he claims as his own right and prerogative; a
ﬁ:tv{hieh he can never reli.nqvlzzg:, unless he relinqn’ish
his Godhead.

Keeping in view the general explanation of God’s

“sovereiguty, thatit consistsin doinﬁ his pleasure, direct-

ing and controlling all events in the vast universe ; we
may proceed to notice some particulars, in which his
sovereiﬁnty is strikingly manifested. In the creation of
the world, and in arranging the order of the heavens and
the earth, ¢ With whom took he counsel ? or who in-
structed and taught him in the path of judgment ?” Did
he not make all things for himself? even for the display
of his own glory ? Also in his providential government
of the world, has it not z;:x:ared clearly, from the view
we have taken of the w of divine providence, that,
in all his works, God acts the part of an absolute sove-
reign ? Whoever dictated, or in any measure influenced
.the divine administration? God does not even give
account of any of his matters; nor does it become us,
in any case, to say unto him, ¢ What dost thou ?”’ Alse
in the great and astonishing plan and work of salvation
by the Mediator, the sovereignty of Ged is wonderfully
displayed. Mankind were so far from dictating this
glorious plan, that when it was revealed, it met with
opposition. Without a revelation frem God, who could
have devised the plan of salvation by an infinite atone-
ment ? It was most surely, an aét of self-moved, sove-
reign, infinite wisdom, goodness and grace; which was
displayed by the revelation of Jesus Christ, and of the
plan of salvation by his cross. uaily, if not more
abundantly, is the sovereign grace of God displayed in
the application of the atonement, by the actual convic-
tion and conversion of sinners. en we witness the
special revival of religion, by the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, and see one and another hopefully brought iate
the kingdom of Jesus Christ; we are witnesses of divine
sovereignty. In no other way can we_account for the
conviction and conversion of sinners. For it is a known
fact, as well a3 a testimony of Christ, that sinners will
uot ceane unto him, that they may have life ; and of Christ
»7
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it is said, that his people shall be willing, in the day of
his power. - In the conversion of sibners, we netice the -
exceeding freatness of the power and sovereiptw :
Jehovah.. In nothing: dees the holy sovereignty of God .
appear more conspicuensly, than in the great plan and
work of salvation by the Redeemer ; and especially in
carri'ling into effect this glorious plan, by the power of
the Holy Spirit. . -
Final ,{‘; The sovereiguty of God appears in
thing. To this is owing all our presperity, and all our
adversity. ¢ Shall there be evilin the city, and the Lerd
bath not done it 7 To him it belongs to wound and to
heal, to kill and to make alive. « For of him,and through
him, and to him are all things, to whom be glory forever.
Amen.” The subject leads to ‘ ’

REMARKS.

1. In attending to this subject we should be cautious
of all prejudice against names and titles. We are liable
to attach to the word -sovereiguty, an idea of something
odious and detestable, and on this accouunt, to harbor
a prejudice against the doctrine of God’s. sovereignty.
Could anether term be substituted, more expressive of
God’s kingly office, we should have no obie:ntlon. ‘Bat
why should this term be more offensive, when applied to
Goj, who is the King of Kings, than when applied to.the
best of earthly kings ? «“ Lama (gireat king, saith the Lord
of hosts.” Wherein does this differ from his saying, «1
ama greatSwmiﬁ:, saith the Lord of hosts ?”” In beth
terms, the infinite holiness of God is equally understood.
And it is to be feared, that those who object to this term,
which is in 80 commen use, and is so well understood s
have a seoret, if not an open abhorrence of the true doc- -
trine of divine sovereignty. .

2. Assured as we are, of all the diﬁa:rrfecﬁom, and
especially, of the infinite holiness of , which, as we
have found, comprises all his moral perfections ; who can
avoid rejoicing 1n his government. Who can cherish a
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wish o escape from the absolute deminion of Jehovah ?
Is not the greatest welfare and happiness of the universe
suspended on his wise and holy sovereignty P Is not this
the ground of every christian’s consolation ? If this feun-
dation were destroyed, what could the righteous do ?
Dethrone, in your hearts, the Hely One of Israel, and
your case is hopeless. Without the sovereignty of God,
the universe also must go to ruin and destruction. And
what is of infinitely more oonsec}uence is, God must
o

lose his gl and the great plan of redemption, must be
d " dS ory, g p iy on,
ESSAY VIIIL
The Decrees of God.

Havive in some preceding essays, considered the
marvellons works of God, his works of creation and prov-
idence, and the holy sovereignty which he exercises in
all his works; especiaily in his government of the moral
system ; We may, in the next place, attend to the doc-
trine of his Decrees. Wor it is absurd to suppose, that his

at and wonderfal works, which have been brought
into view, could have been performed, without any pre-
vious purpese or decree. The Psalmist, when he was
about to relate, in 2 way of propheey, the glorious things
to be acoom‘?lished by the Messiah, says, % I will declare
the decree.” These things, were the execution of a di-
vine decree. Had there been no decree respecting the
coming of Christ, and the great work of redemptien, who
can-euppose it pessible, that these works should ever have
been accomplished ?

In the discussion of this weighty and importaut subject,
an-attempt-will be made to prove, that every event in the
universe, without exception, goes to the accomplishment
of tiwe decrees of God. Ofhim-it ts said,-as we have no-
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ticed already, that he « worketh all things after the ceun-
sel of his own will.” His working all things, is the work
of divine providence ; and the counsel of his vwwn will is
his decree. His decree, therefore, as well aa his works
of providence, extends to all things. It is indeed very
evident from reason, as well as scnpture, that no rational
being can be supposed to act without aa established plan
and purpose. gut the plan and purpose of God constitute
hi# decrees. Admit that heis a rational being, who acts
ia view of the highest motives, aud the doctrine of his
decrees is established. Itis, at least, evident, that what-
ever God, or any other rational being does, by his own
free and immediate ageucy, is done in consequence of a
decree. And siuce we have found evidence, that God
is an eternal and immutable being; it clearly follows,
that all his purposes are eternal and immutable. 1f we
consult the scriptures of truth, on this important subject,
we shall find, that God has a purpose, or decree, as well
as a providential agency, in the production of all events.
All t:t‘lmld on his will and pleasure. Surely, God, who
created the heaveus and the earth, and the fulness thereof,
80 thatall were pronounced very good, must have bad a
definite plan of operation. If not, how could he make all
things for himselt 7 How could he secure to himself the
highest possible glory ? How could he declare, with the
least appearance of truth, ¢ My counsel shall stand, and
I will do all my pleasure.” That the deerees of God ex-
tend to all events, is evident from the wniversality of his
providence. If the works of divine providence, or the
works of creatien, or any other works, extend beyond the
divine decrees; then these extra works are altogether
nndesigned, uncontrolled, and uaeless. Indeed volun-
tary actions are impossible, if they are supposed to be
destitute of a purpose or decree. What is in the
nature of th'mﬁs, which can prompt the divine Being te
action, beyond the extent of his purpose or decree?
Certainly nothing. o
Corresponding with the view which we bave taken of
the decrees of (god, we have a very lucid and scriptural
definition in the sherter catechism. ¢ The decrees of
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God are his eternal purpose, according te the counsel of
his own will, wherehy for his own ;fory, he hath fore-
ordained whatsoever comes to pasa.” Decree, foreor-
diration, and eternol purpose are synonymous terems,
Another term, synonymous with these, is inati
« Being predestinated, according to the purpose of him
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”
% Having ﬁredestinated us to the adoption of children,
by Jesus Christ, to himself, according to the good pleas-
ure of his will.”” ¢ Whom he did foreknow, them he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his S8on.”
Eternal pnrpose, counsel, or decree, is llwnys represent+
ed as preceding the works.of God. For instance, the
work of creation, by which is displayed the mani-
}d wisdom of God, is said, by the Apestle, to be « Ac-
eerdin%to the eternal pnmo, which he W in
Christ Jesas our Lord.” the greater works of re-
generation and conversion to God, are said to be divine
operations, according to the foreordination of God. < For
we are his workmamhoig, created in Christ Jesws unto
works, which God hath before ordained, that we
should walk in them.” Foreordination and decree are
not enly the same thing; but they are a thing which in-
variably precedes the great work of divine grace, in the
regeneration and comversion of sinners; and sl other
divine works of every name and nature whatsoever.
 The doctyine of % decrees, which is now under
consideration, is still further evident from his absolwts
foreknowledge of all things. “ Known unto God are all
his works frém the beginning of the world 5’ or from eter-
nity. But the foreknowledge of God, depends en the
fixed certainty of the things foreknown. " It is impossible
that any future event should be known, unless it be un-
altenb{y fixed, and rendered certain of an existence.
But how can any event, which is yet future, be rendéred
certain, by any means short of the purpose and will of
God ? Witheut these, nothing can be established ; and
without being established, nothing can be kmown. Thus
the foreknowledge of God dependsentirely on his decrees.
In the order of nature,therefore, his decree must be an-
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tecedent to his foreknowledge, and must be the onl
ground of it. God is the cause, the designing and efh-
cient cause of all the objects and events which he fore-
knows. The order of expression in the scriptures,
sometimes implies, that the decree of God precedes his
foreknowledge. Particularly,in what is said concerning
the delivering of Christ to be crucified. « Him being
delivered, by the determinate counsel, and foreknowledge
of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands, have cru-
cified and slain.”® To show, that-there is strictly speak-
ing no succession, no fore nor after, in the divine mind 5
the decree and foreknowl of Ged ‘are expressed as
being equally eternal. For instance, it is said, « Whom
he did foreknow, them he also did gredestinate to be con-
formed to the image of his 8on.”” The decrees of God
evidently extend to all events 3 because such is the extent
of his knowledge. . Omniscience evidently rests on the
divine decrees.’ Eternal foreknowledge, -which most

le . allow and admit to be an essential attribute of

5 presupposes an eternal decree. So that if one is’
denied, the other must tie denied. In scripture it is
affirmed, that « All things are naked and open unto the
gea of him, with whom we have to do.” Of course, all

ings are unalterably fixed in the divine mind. For if

this were not the case, nothing that is fature could be .
known, even by the Deity himself. For nothing but
certainties and realities can possibly be the objects of
knowledge.

Still further to confirm the doctrine of Ged’s decrees,
let it be carefully observed, that all these views and mo-
tives which have operated in the divine mind to produce
any pu or decrees, are eternally and immutably the
same. But if the motives are the same, even from eterni-
?, why not the decrees? Can it be supposed, that the

ivine Being foresaw from eternity, that a certain, defin-
ite system of events would make the richest display of
his own glory, and in the highest possible degree, promote
the general good 3 and yet, that he neglected to ratify and
establish that system, by his decree 7 If s, where 18 the
evidence of his goodness ? If all the benevolent motives
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of God’s decrees existed in- eternity, as well as in time;
how could. he be dispesed to suspend his decrees, any
more in_eternity than in time? Most certainly, all the
evenis of the umverse ave embraced in the divine decrees,
which are-eternally and immutably the same.

‘We observe further : that the decrees of God are stri-
kingly evident from the prophecies contained in:scrip-
tures. When David was about to utfera glorious«pl:opgt
ecy, he said, «I will declare the decree.” In.uttermg
prophecy, God is said to < declare the end from the be-
ginuing, and frem ancient times the things which are rot
yetdone.” And thie declaration, in a mest striking man-
ner, expresses the divine decrees, “ Saying, My counsel
shall stand, and I will do.all my re>--This clearly
implies, that the declarations of prophecy are only the

vious revelatien of the counsel and pleasure of God.
hecy is only the expression of foreknowledge. And
a8 nowledge depends on a previous decree, by
which things foreknown are made certain ; the same is
true respectil:F prophecy. It is the revelation of things
previously and eternally established. It is remarkable,
respecting the prophecies of scripture, that they relate
many things, which, in human view, are very improb-
able, and seemingly impossible ; and many things which
depend on the free agency of men to accomplish. What'
security can there be for the accomplishment of the proph-
ecies, except a divine deeree ? - If God has determined all
events, by an immutable decree, then the prophecies are
perfectly easy: but if- only one future event be left un-
determined, it cannot be foretold. .
-Again; If the counsel and purpose of God extend to
events, which are brought about by human wickedness ;
then we may conclude with certainty, that they extend
toall ather. events. But we find in the scriptures many
instances of t wickedness, in which the counsel and
pe of God are expressly acknowledged. When
the Jewish counsel released Peter and John from con-
finement, and from persecution, on account of their
preaching and miracles; ¢ They being let go went to
theiv own cempany, and reported all that the chief
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iests aud eldershad said unto them. And when they
eard that, they lift up their voice to God with one ac-
cord.” They united in joyful and solemn peayer; the
substance of which is werthy of careful attentien, in
reference to the great doctrine of God’s. eternal counsel
or decrees. And they said, ¢ Lord, thou art Ged, which
hast made heaven and earth and the sea ; and all that in
them is ; who, by the mouth of thy servant David has
said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagiune
vain things ? The kings of the earth stood up, and the
rulers were gathered together agminst the Lord, and
against his Christ. For of a truth, against thy hely Child
Jesus, whom thow hast aneinted, both Herod, and Pon-
tius Pilate, with the gentiles and people of Israel were
thered together, for to do whatsoever thy hand and
thy counsel determined before to be dene.” " If the hand
and counsel of Ged foredetermined the whele that.was
done, by the awful combination of Jews and gentiles
against the Lord Jesus Christ (and this was certainly the
ease ; for we read in plain terms, that he was delivered
!Ze:he determinate counsel, and forehnawledge of God,)
we may safely conclude, that all things are fore-
determined. That same eternal and unchangeable coun-
sel of God, by which Joseph was sold into s by
which Pharach’s heart was hardemed, and the hearts of
the Egyptians; by which the heart of Bihow, king of
Heshbon, was hardened, and his 3:“ was made i-
nate 3 by which Shimei cursed id3 by which the
heathen nationy were often sent agaimst tgo people of
Israel to chastise them for their idolatry, particularly in
the instance of the Babylonish captivit{; and by which
our Lord was crucifieds estends to all creatures and
things. From these striking instances, in which human
wickedness is manifested, we are, as it were, impelled
to the conclusion, that, the eternal counsel of Geod ex-
tends to all things, ordering and directing them for the
richest dis lay of his own glory; and for the greatest
od of the intelligent s If some, and net all
ings, were established by the divinopmm,:'dwu,
what an awful iuterfovence wonld extet n. things

N
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decreed, and things not decreed! The universe would
be void of harmony, and present a scene of dire confu-
sion. All things decreed would be frustrated ; nothing
could ever come to a happy termination. In this view,
how infinitely imgortant, for the honor of God, and for
the consolation of all holy and intelligent creatures, is
the doctrine of divine decrees! The decrees of God are
evidently a necessary fountain and source of all rational
enjoyment, of all rational hope, and expectation of final

Finally ; Itis evident from reason, that God cannot be
indifferent, respecting'any event of creation or provi-
dence. - If his providence extends to all his creatures,
and all their actions ; then certainly his decrees are of
equal extent. For, in all instances, and in all respects,
his works of providence are the execution of his decrees.
« God executeth his decrees,” say the assembly of di-
vines, ¢ in his. works of creation and provigdence.” And
the very idea of his having a preference or choice respect-
ing any system of events, amounts to a firm decree. To
bring the world into existence, nothing more was neces-
sary, than an expression of the divine will. ¢« He spake,
and it was done, he commanded, and it stood fast.” He

eferred the existence to the non-existence of the world;
and it existed, in consequence of his decree. If it be
admitted, that God is dot indifferent to any event, how-
ever small and minute, even to the falling of a sparrow 3
the consequence is clear, that all events whatever are
ordered and established by his eternal purpose or decree.

REMARKS.

1. All the purposes or decrees of Ged are the fruit of
infinite wisdom, goodness, and benevolence. Some are
alarmed at the doctrine of divine decrees, from an appre-
bension, that it represents the Most High as an arbitrary
sovereign, and a despotic being, r ess of reason or
propriety. But far be it fromngse oly One of Israel to
decree unrighteous daecms, or to be regardless of rea-
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son and benevolence, in forming his eternal counmsels.
‘The holiness of God, in which are included all his moral
perfections, has been already proved from scripture and
reason. In the exercise of perfect holiness, therefore,
he forms all his p:hrpuel. All are bflomed wi% an unde-
viating regard to the greatest possible . Every man
who?u;s a candid milslf. and Vms givs::d to sober Zeﬂec-
tion, must be sensible, that amoug all possible systems
of events, there must be one, that has an infinite prefer-
ence to all others; and, that the omniscient Jervah,
who compreheads, from eternity, all these systems,
doubtless discevers that which, all things considered, is
infinitely best. And since he is the Judge of all the
earth, it is cectain that he does, and always will do right.
‘This best of all systems, therefore, is established by the
diﬁnle decrec.m f God th It of infi

All the o are equally the result of infi-
nite wisdo: goodness and merg . {Ne have therefore
an ample and joyful assurance, that these purposes can
mever be altered for the better. This consideration
should fully satisfy every mind with respect to the truth
of the doctrine, and the importance of its being tauFM
and inculcated. If the decrees of God are essential to
his own glory, and to secure the test sum of good
and happwness in the umiverse; then certainly, every
benevelent heart must be satisfied ; and must greatly
rejoice, though the subject may be invelved in a degree
of mystery.

2. Ancther thing to be considered, in relation to the
doctrine of the divine decrees is, that the means by
which all events are accomplished, are as much the sub-
ject of God’s eternal purpose or decree, as the events
themselves. An objection, urged by some against this
glorious doetrine ie, that it renders the means of grace
amd salvation, and the means of every other goo(fr end
whatever, both needless and useless.  If men are pre-
’ M to salvation, say some, they will be saved,

‘and if ta damuvatien, will be damned, let them do
‘what they may. And the same objection is urged, or
might, with equal prepriety, be urged im every other

-
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case. Ifiit is the decree of God, that we shall live, we
shall live ; and if, that we shall die, do what we will, we
shall die. If it be the decree of God that we shall be
rich or poor, healthy or sickly, such we shall be, at all
events. This is a rash and greundless inference from
the doctrine of divine decrees. [t is contrary te scrip-
ture, reason and experience. The scriptures reqoire
_true faith in the Jesus Christ as the condition of
salvation. If men believe not, they must be dammed.
Faith is a practical duty ; and is the means of salvation.
And the scriptures carry the idea of means etill further.
Thel affirm, that faith itself, cometh by heaving ; and
hearing by the - word of God. Redsom and observatien
teach us, that salvation, and all vther thing:, take place
in a regular course of means and ends. fong as the
means of goed are neglected, the is never to be
obtained. Wheannu:i, ;nd 2 mnl:nhmde with Mm were
in great danger o L in-a ship wresk, a divine
- decree wasnlg:venl forthi:?r consciation, thut all sheuld
* be delivered from the d of the seas, - After this, the
danger incressed, so that the sailevé were about to make
their escape by the boat. At this Paul was . alarmed,
notwithstanding the decree; and declaved, that e
these, who alone could manage the vessel, sheuld abide
in the ship, they could net be saved. Thus it is plain,
that means are as absolutely necessary to accomplish the
decrees of God; as the decrees are to the success of
means. Those therefore, who cavil with the dectrine of
the divine deerees, on this ground, ¢ speak evil of the
things which they understand not.”
si‘ Since the decrees of God extend n:lu all events, and
at the same time, human pur a ncy operate,
in innumerable instances, ':n! to accomplish g:nmp:n:ra-
ble purposes; we clearly infer, that divine and human
: l%vnc are exerted in producing the seif-same events,
Clearly to this point are the words of the Apostle,
¢ Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
for itis God who worketh in you; both to will and to do,
of his good pleasure,” - So far as the people of God have
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any right purposes, or exercises of heart, these purposes
and exercises are as entirely their own, as if they were
originated in themselves, without any divine decree, or
any other extraneous cause whatever. At the same
time, it is plain, that every right exercise is wrought in
them, acoordislﬁ‘to the eternal purpose, and good pleas-
ure of God. e same idea is expressed in the prophecy
‘of Ezekiel. In the first place, sinners are exhorted even
to make themselves a new heart, and & new spirit, and to
turn themselves from all their transgressions. In the
next place, the Lord says, «“ A new heart alse will I
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you, and I
will cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep
my judgments,and do them.” Here it.is evideut, that
both divine and human agency are employed in the pro-
duction of the new heart. David in prayer ex
the same idea. ¢ Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and rensew in me a right spirit.”” God is the sole cause
of holy exercises in the hearts of sinful men ; butsinners
are, at the same time, required. to be holy in heart and
life: and whenever holiness takes place in their hearts,
it conasists in their own veluntary a%}s:;y, and not in the
agency of God. The agency of as the cause of
human agency, in this case, alters not the nature of
human agency, in any measure, nor in any sense what-
ever. Both God and man act freely, of choice, and net
of constraint or compulsion.
4. From a consideration of the great and solemn doc-

trine of divine decrees, we learn, that by them, ever

ood is secured ; and every evil, which is not essenﬁal
in the plan of infinite wisdom and goodness, to bring
about the greatest general good, is prevented. Whata
glorious doctrine is this! How happily calculated to

ive us the most sublime and exalted views of the infinite
ﬂhovah! Calculated to abase all human pride, and vain
gloryiog! Calculated to inspire us with a reverential
awe and fear of the Lord, and to excite in our minds an
unlimited confidence in him ! Nothing is better calcu-
lated to excite religious devotion. To these who cordi-
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ally embrace this doctrinre, the infinite God appears to
be worthy of praise and adoration ; and to him be ren- .
dered dominion and glory, forever and ever. Amen.

. S

ESSAY IX.
The original Oharacter, and State of Man.

-~ Havine proved the being and perfections of God,
and cousidered his wonderful werkg,, together with his
holy and wise sovereignty, and his eternal purposes or
decrees ; we may, in the next place, take into view the
iginal character and state of mankind. o

hen the Almighty God, by the werd of his power,
had created the heavens and-the earth, and all their
hosts, in the space of six days; it was reserved as the
concluding f!;art, and, as it were, the finishing stroke, of
this magnificent work, to create mankind. Man was
made rational and immortal. God breathed into him
the breath of life, and he became a living soul. Man
also sustained a dignified rank ; he was made buta little
lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor:
Possessed of reason and understanding, man was well
qualified for the elevated station allotted him in this
lower world. Accordingly, % God gave him dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowls of the air,
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”
And in the cenclusion of tﬁe narrative, it is said, « God
saw every ,t,hing that he had made, and behold it was

v SOOd.

eE-mn this concise history of the creation of man, it is
very natural and reasonable to understand, that he was
made rerfcctl hely. Like every thing else in its kind,
man aleo in his kind, was pronounced very good. He
was doubtiess created a moral agent ; for this was essen:
tial to distinguish him from the brutal creation. Andif,

. »g



78 THE ORIGINAL CHARAGYRR

as a moral agent, he was, by his Crestor, pronownced
good 3 what could it implbyy; short of Ivisp‘:b:ing perfe':t'lg
free from sin? Being a moral agent, be was capable of
being holy or sinful, evenin his very nature, and in the
disposition of his heart. And as his moral nature and
faculties constituted infinitety the most noble part of his
existence ; it is evident, that his goodness, which was
pronounced by his Creator, consisted chiefly in right-
eousness and true holiness. .

But, to establish this point, we are not straitened for
evidence. The testimug of the wise man is, ¢ God made
man upright; but he hath sought out many inventions.”
By these many inventions is doubtless mewnt wicked
devices. For these are stated as a contrast te that
uprightness, in which his eriginal character consisted.
Consequently, his original character was hgzy. In the
scriptures, uprightness is a term expressive of the moral
character, and of that only. It is always expressive of
holmess. « Mark the perfect man, and behold the up-
right, fer the end of that man is peace.” The Lerd is
;alld to l’)e upright, and ¢ the prayer of the upright is - his

elight.”

Aggain 3 If man was created with a sinfal, or evena
mixed character ;3 how are we to understand the histery
of his apostacy ? From what did he apostatise ? Did he
apestatize from a state of sinfulness, or -of holimess.
Certainly from a state of holiness. Had he been created
with a mixed character, sach would have been the account
of him, in the history of his apostacy. Had he beew ofa
mixed character, he rwvust have been, it some degree,
unhappy in Paradise. ' .

Some suppose, that if man was made hely, his heliness
must have been passive, and involantary, and veid of
moral quality. This goes on the supposition, that Ged
-cannot create a moral agent ; and of course, cannot form
the hearts of mankind and turn them from sin to holiness
after they are created. Butis not the:king’s heart in the
hand of the Lord ? and does he net, as the rivers of water,
turn it whithersoever he will? However philosephical
nien may appear, in denying the power of Ged to create
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toral agents, yet they ave directl to divine
testimeny. For when yall things w{reogpr:;:‘:ed for the
creation of man, who was to be, in his creation, infinitely
more noble than any of the creatures he had made. The
Y.ord mid, ¢ Let us make nan in eur image, and after
our likeness. So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God created he bim.” Although the Im

of God may sometimes im&ly the rational faculties of the
man ; yet not excluding the more noble faculties. Nor
cowld it be said, with the least propriety, that man was
made in the image of God, and here?:y greatly dignified ;
unless he was made holy as God was holy. 1n this sense,
Paul understood the image of God, as we learn from his
eshortation; ¢ And be renewed in the spirit of your
mind ; -and put e the new man, which after God,” that
is,. after the likeness or image of God, “is created in
righteousness and true heliness.” Another passage, of
the ssme import is this, « We all, with open face, behold-
ingasina the glory 