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We are now going to ponder upon three main approaches to the study of each one of
the twelve Sun sign types and attempt to think with real clarity of thought. As you
know, astrologers subdivide each one of the Sun signs into three equal ten degree
sections termed decanates. These ftriplicities with their planetary rulers create a
triangle of conditioning forces within each sign. Under the Law of Analogy, the three
decanates of a sign are to that sign what the three principle aspects are to the
individual human being. Spirit, Soul and Body are the three aspects of Divinity within
man and when the threefold personality of man - with its physical, emotional and
mental bodies is fully developed, it is the outward reflection of the triple energy which
constitutes the appearance of a human soul on earth. This definition is important
because a human being can only be regarded as a personality in truth only when the
body and the soul nature are at-one. When the soul dominates the personality and
pervades its three aspects, then and only then, does the personality measure up to its
true significance as the mask of the soul. This indicates to us that the three
decanates of a sign are to be viewed as three objective aspects, stages or phases of
one subjective Whole. In other words, the combination of their triple forces within
each Sun sign provide the appropriate conditions which correctly develop the three
major aspects of man such that they become true reflections of the three Divine
aspects or energies in human manifestation. Reflect on this.

The zodiacal decanates

Ordinary Wheel Reverse Wheel

1st. 2nd 3rd 1st 2nd 3rd
ARIES Mars Sun Jupiter Jupiter Sun Mars
TAURUS Venus Mercury  Saturn Saturn Mercury  Venus
GEMINI Mercury  Venus Saturn Jupiter Mars Sun
CANCER Venus Mercury  Moon Moon Mercury  Venus
LEO Jupiter Sun Mars Mars Sun Jupiter
VIRGO Venus Saturn Mercury Mercury  Saturn Venus
LIBRA Mercury  Saturn Jupiter Jupiter Saturn Mercury
SCORPIO Pluto Venus Mars Mars Venus Pluto
SAGITTARIUS Sun Mars Jupiter Jupiter Vulcan Mars
CAPRICORN  Mercury  Venus Saturn Saturn Venus Vulcan
AQUARIUS Venus Mercury  Saturn Saturn Mercury  Venus

PISCES Mars Moon Jupiter Jupiter Vulcan Mars



The Zodiacal Decanates
Ordinary and Reverse Wheels

1- Outer Wheel - Ordinary
2= Inner Wheel - Reverse

The planetary symbols and exoteric

and esoteric colors of the Rays produce

a decanate color wheel showing the Rays
colors conditionning each of the 10 days
petiods of the year.

Keynote

We are going to ponder upon three main approaches to the study of each one of the
twelve Sun sign types and attempt to think with real clarity. As you know, astrologers
subdivide each one of the Sun signs into three equal ten-degree sections termed
'decanates' or 'decans'. These ftriplicities with their planetary rulers create a triangle of
conditioning forces within each sign.

Under the Law of Analogy, the three decanates of a sign are to that sign what the
three principle Aspects are to the individual human being. Spirit, Soul and Body are
the three Aspects of divinity within man and when the three-fold personality of man-
with its physical, emotional and mental bodies-is fully developed, it is the outward
reflection of the triple energy that constitutes the appearance of a human soul on
Earth. This definition is important because a human being can be regarded as a
personality in truth only when the body and the soul nature are at-one.

When the soul dominates the personality and pervades its three Aspects, then and
only then, does the personality measure up to its true significance as the mask of the
soul. This indicates that the three decanates of a sign are to be viewed as three
objective Aspects, stages or phases of one subjective Whole. In other words, the



combination of their triple forces within each Sun sign provides the appropriate
conditions which correctly develop the three major Aspects of man such that they
become true reflections of the three divine Aspects or energies in human
manifestation. Reflect on this.

Introduction

As an esoteric astrologer my chief task in this book has been to describe the
response of the individual soul to the zodiacal decanates of the twelve Sun signs. My
contribution to the subject has to do with the emphasis | have laid upon the dynamic
nature of the integrating principle found within the human body and which although
called by many names in various systems, | simply call 'the soul'. | trust that this study
of the human soul will appeal to the sincere reader of astrology as an illuminating and
insightful work because it satisfies the yearning for further light and calls upon its
general readers, uninitiated into the inner side of astrology, to approach the Way of
Initiation.

| am well aware that in expounding upon the theme of the decanates | have, in my
endeavor to shed new light on the Sun signs, temporarily increased the complexity of
the subject. | am confident that time and observation will verify my preliminary
postulates and the assignments of rulership that | ask you to accept now as working
hypotheses, and will demonstrate the veracity of the astrological laws, rules and
formulas which | have laid down as the foundation of this work. As future research is
undertaken and the forces and qualities of each Sun sign are studied in detail in
connection with individual human beings, | remain confident that the instructions
given here will find much corroboration and psychological usefulness.

In the interim it is my task to concentrate upon the clear enunciation and examination
of the decanates of each sign of the zodiac and seek to tabulate, outline and indicate
their rulers, along with their purpose, plan and program. My readers are asked to
constantly bear in mind that as this is an arcane text it consistently uses the language
of the Ageless Wisdom tradition, but | have translated this language into modern
astrological terms. As far as | can understand they are correct formulations and
interpretations, but for you they should be regarded as significant hints as to the
direction in which insight may be sought. | ask you not to give blind adherence to this
presentation. You are requested however, to maintain an open mind and seriously
weigh and evaluate what appears here. | guarantee you though, held latent in my
presentation is that instruction which can help lead you out of darkness into the light
of knowledge, of experience, towards self-realization, and which will serve to put you
in rapport with your soul.



Throughout this work | refer to the fact that there are two ways for the human soul to
travel around the Great Wheel of Life. What | mean by this is that the decanates can
be dealt with in two ways according to the direction in which the soul is traveling upon
the Wheel and therefore (to speak in symbols) entering the Sun sign. My readers are
now invited to consider the effect of the passage of human souls around the zodiac
both from the orthodox viewpoint, that is, traveling from east to west (right to left)
following the apparent precession of the equinoxes backwards through the twelve
signs of zodiac; and then from the perspective of the consciousness of the highly
evolved individual, reorienting the direction traveled, moving now from west to east
(left to right) and coming under the reverse order of decanate rulerships. Ever keep in
mind that the problem of the conscious human being is to live a dual life
simultaneously, and this dual life consists of his apparent experiences and situations
along with his inner awareness and consciousness of what is happening in reality.

The physical response apparatus of the personality always reacts to influences
coming to it from the physical Sun based upon its apparent motion (causing the
phenomena of the annual seasons and the cycles of day and night); but the
motivated life activity and the subjective experience of the conscious inner man—in
contrast—are conditioned by the energies coming to him based upon the Sun's true
motion. Both motions (the real and the unreal) are in potent opposition and cause
great difficulty and the intensification of the life of conscious duality. The disciple is
consequently the recipient of two cross-streams of force operating in contrary
directions; hence the increased conflict, battle and struggle in his life and
circumstances. These constitute the reason for the tests of initiation. There definitely
comes a life cycle wherein the man (again speaking in symbols) reverses himself
upon the zodiacal Wheel and from progressing clockwise around the zodiac he now
begins to move anticlockwise. To be perfectly clear: it is the antagonistic motion of the
Wheel turning upon itself that leads to the battleground of self-initiation.

Initiation, simply put, is essentially an expanding series of inclusive recognitions, and
only the man whose sense of identity and sense of duality are beginning to expand
can become initiate. It is the process whereby the inner man within the outer
personality becomes aware of himself as the soul, with soul powers, soul
relationships and soul purpose. The moment a man realizes this even in a small
manner, he becomes group conscious and aware of the greater Whole. Every step
upon the Path of Initiation increases group recognition and identification with the One
Soul of humanity. This is accomplished through a series of difficult tests and
progressive renunciations that involve the relinquishing of all separative personality
reactions. Our objective here is to primarily engage ourselves with the study of the
purpose, plan and process of the decanates and the means whereby the
consciousness Aspect of the human being is serially and sequentially unfolded and
expanded, culminating in a definite series of subjective events that we term initiations.
When the initiatory rules—as delineated by the decanate rulers—are correctly
followed, the sequence of events and the appearance of the desired results are



inevitable and unavoidable. My intention and challenge is to present the process to
you in such a manner that it will truly be helpful.

My principle concern shall be with the progress of an individualized human being and
his reactions to zodiacal and planetary influences. | am most concerned with sentient
reactions physical, emotional and mental to both the 'Great lllusion' and to 'Reality' as
these two work out in an individual life, both objective and subjective. Two-pronged
therefore, my commentary initially addresses the physical effects of the thirty-six
decanates upon the ordinary or average person and then focuses on the processes
and subjective psychological results of the self-applied tests of initiation which every
human being undergoes after they reverse their direction upon the Great Wheel of
Life. At this latter stage it is the astrology of discipleship and the relation of the stars
to the activities of the soul that we will regard as being of supreme importance; it is
the astrology of initiation with which we will be most profoundly concerned, and what
is written here will make clear to the awakening human being the way that they
should go.

In attempting to explain this theme I intend to be very practical. One of the first things
which should definitely clearly emerge in this study is the fact that it is possible—even
for those who know very little of astrology—to be shown that it is the force of the Sun
sign plus inherited karmic conditions, which create those environing states and
circumstances which offer opportunity for growth, development and initiation. It is
important to recognize that the nature of the personality forces to be manipulated
during a single lifetime are indicated to the soul by the month in which it is to be born.
The significance of this statement will soon be apparent to you. We begin each new
life with personality vehicles of the same energetic quality with which we passed
away, plus the gain of thought and conscious evolutionary experience. Because of
this logical continuity in our life process, it will be obvious that the Sun sign directly
points to the karmic nature of our immediately available personality equipment which
is distinctively colored by the experiences of our past incarnations.

Accordingly, the comprehension of your life-path is best gained by a thorough study
of the astrological indications of your birth month with its corresponding Sun sign. You
will then have an accurate indication of your true place 'in the Sun' and in the general
scheme of things, and much information concerning your soul purpose which governs
your entire life, little as you may consciously know it. My advice is to view your Sun
sign as providing you with a summation of that which has been, and indicating the
latent possibilities to be unfolded in this life, thus providing you with your proper
karmic background information. In other words your Sun sign indicates your present
major life problem, inherited tendencies, traits and the sum-total of the internecine
personality forces that constitute your line of least resistance. Your Sun sign reveals
your active and recessive personality traits or features. A correct study of its
indications will clarify your present state of personality integration, the present state of
unfoldment of your soul qualities, your present available personality equipment and
your immediately possible group relationships.



As progress is made in the understanding of the significance of your Sun sign, it will
be possible for you to determine how to negate or abate certain of its forces where it
is deemed desirable to control or direct your personal destiny, fate and reactions.
When through its study, you can more truly gauge your opportunity, your capacities
and your limitations, you will be in a position to more justly determine your vocation
and true service, your assets and liabilities and your true strength and value. You will
then have achieved the point of view necessary to gauge your particular life problem
with sound judicious thought.

As the ages slip away the human being passes into and out of all of the signs,
learning the needed lessons, broadening the personal horizon, working at personality
integration, and is gradually fitted to respond to the soul. Constantly therefore, this
great cycle of coming 'in' and going 'out' of incarnation goes on, demonstrating anew
the essential synthesis underlying all human life. | will give you much as to the details
of the work of the soul and the process whereby it perfects itself under the influences
of the decanates—far more than has ever been given before. It is of the utmost value
to point out that the subject of the decanates is a significant study because it sheds
further light upon the role the planets play in relation to physiognomy, external life,
physical environment, material circumstance and—even more importantly—
subjective psychological development. It stands to reason that the three decanates of
each Sun sign should be separately diagnosed because only in this manner do the
characteristic thoughts, feelings and actions of the cardinal sign type come to full
light. This is the case because it is the three decanates of a Sun sign which modify its
expression in a triple manner; moreover, although these three major Aspects are
separately represented they are joined together and cannot be divided from each
other or from the overall process of the sign. What is symbolized here are three
propositions, or—by way of analogy—a sacred stool on three feet, each of them
carrying their weight and each necessary to sit safely thereon. Nonetheless, whatever
your decanate rulers, they never wholly outweigh the main type given to you by your
Sun sign with its orthodox planetary ruler.

The constitution of our Sun is triple in nature. Our central Star is the supreme
embodiment of the triple energies or fires which hypostatically animate our entire
solar system. The three Aspects of the Sun are known as the Physical Sun, the Heart
of the Sun and the Central Spiritual Sun and correspond to the Spirit, Soul and Body
of the great Solar Logos himself. At the outset of this study it is well to be conscious
that the human personality is likewise three-fold in nature. Its three major Aspects of
body, emotions and mind constitute a single personality unit but are also distinctively
separate in expression.

Utilizing the Law of Analogy, the Sun is viewed as the fundamental symbol of the
soul, the orthodox planetary ruler of the Sun sign is the ruler of the entire personality
as a unit, and the three decanates of the sign govern the three Aspects—mental,
emotional and physical—of the personality. My major consideration is that of the soul
as a definite center of consciousness and of the mental, emotional and physical



bodies as centers of experience. My reader is asked to accept the above statement
as basic and fundamental because it takes its stand upon the self-evident truth in
nature that the purpose of life on Earth for the human soul is the gaining of
experience.

It is useful for students to observe the reaction of the incarnated soul and see its
consequent enrichment through its response to the superimposition of the
hierarchical forces of a Sun sign working out through its three decanate rulers. Using
the three decanates in this manner allows for a more superbly crafted and truly
detailed portrait of the principle physical, emotional and mental features of the main
sign type. It is thus possible in every case to work out with minute accuracy a
complete examination of the positive and negative personality features, tendencies or
traits, and this accuracy will be increased as we progress to a fuller understanding of
the specific attributes of each decanate of the zodiac. | strongly suggest to you that
one of the most valuable and practical parts of this study is its recognition of the
peculiar gifts of each particular decanate.

It should be clear that an astrological examination of the three principle Aspects of
any given person is an exact science, lending itself as it does to unquestionable
personality display and physical exhibition. It is wise to know the determining Aspects
of the personality, its physical reactions, emotional habits, and mental processes—
normal and abnormal; or again, highly helpful to trace the true nature of the individual
disposition and ascertain the real subjective causes of its varied reactions, complexes
and inhibitions. To put it simply, | have endeavored to shed light on the most vital and
arresting problems associated with the science of astropsychology and
astrophysiognomy. | have sought to make a fresh start to enable my readers to arrive
at an accuracy of complete personality description that has until now been unknown.

This new teaching on the decanates will be proven as a result of an awakening
intuition and the practical application of its rules. You are entering upon a course of
study wherein the entire purpose will be to throw you back upon yourself and thus
upon your soul which has only, in many cases, made its presence felt at infrequent
intervals. A great deal of research remains to be done on the decanates, but along
the path of expanding astrological understanding the opportunity for that which is new
has made its entrance. Whether you know it or not, | have successfully opened the
door of adventure for you. The door now stands wide open and nothing can succeed
in stopping you from passing through that door if your will is so aligned. Down the
ages people have passed through its portal and have entered into new and richer
realms of investigation, of discovery and of subsequent practical application. In the
meantime, behind that door your soul patiently and lovingly awaits you. It is your task
to start considering the basic requirements that must be met so that you too can
move forward along your life-path. Remember always, the best of which you are now
capable is far short of your future capacities, so remain ready to ever change your
point of view when a higher and a better way is presented to you.



| have given you much for mature consideration and thrown some light upon your
path. So | am brought to the point where | am now able to begin my formal
discussion. As students of Esoteric Science know, within the human body there are to
be found seven major etheric force centers that are in the nature of distributing
agencies and electrical batteries, providing dynamic force and qualitative energy.
They produce definite effects upon the outer physical appearance of the human
being, and through their constant activity the life-qualities and point in evolution are
clearly indicated. The etheric body itself is the subtle counterpart of the physical body
and its nervous structure, and its seven energy centers condition and control the
endocrine and lymphatic systems.

It is important to remember that the etheric body is uniquely constructed because it is
the principal instrument of life and is the factor that produces and sustains the
instrument of appearance, the physical body. It is the major energizing factor and is
an exact replica of the outer form, being the true intermediary between the inner
world and the outer personality equipment. It is essential that the reader recognize
and admit the inner emotional and mental structure of the human being and its close
interrelation through the medium of the etheric body. The true nature of the unfolding
awareness and the method of growth of the inner consciousness will then be correctly
noted. It will be seen that the gain of each life produces added control of the
mechanism of contact, and results in increased sensitivity to the environment. It will
be obvious that when we take into consideration the various types of energy which go
into the constitution of a human being and can distinguish what specific energies are
conditioning an individual, great soul service is rendered.

| now call your attention to the fact that the principal planetary forces connected with
our solar zodiac make their contact with the individual human being via the medium of
the seven focal points or etheric centers of force found along the spine. It is through
the study of the relationship between the various planetary forces and the individual
etheric centers that we become informed of the interrelations that govern and control
both the phenomenal and subjective worlds. It is of value to point out that these
seven force centers of the etheric body are themselves in turn in direct relationship
with the seven sets of major glands. Therefore, it will be apparent to you that the
glands and the etheric force centers are themselves closely connected with the
endocrine and nervous systems. The unfoldment of the nervous system parallels that
of the inner psychical apparatus, while the glandular equipment accurately reflects
the state of the etheric centers. From the standpoint of the psychological history of a
human being, this means that the glandular equipment, the physical apparatus and
the response instrument become increasingly efficient while the inner coordination
and integration proceeds.

Through the seven principal centers and glands the requisite experience is gained by
the soul. Through their active agencies the life process is intensified and a wider



range of experience through contact with an ever-expanding environment becomes
possible. In due time this leads to the major expansions of consciousness that we
formally term initiations. Each initiation successively enhances the glandular
equipment, the physical apparatus and the response mechanism. Put all of this
together and you will see why, as we might logically expect, the soul's vehicles of
expression, its mechanism of manifestation and its centers for experience improve as
the conscious awareness deepens and expands. There is proof of this truth from the
standpoint of psychology, for our glandular equipment, physical body and response
instrument become increasingly efficient while our inner coordination, alignment and
integration proceed. It must be borne in mind therefore that evidence of the etheric
centers is to be found in the nervous and glandular systems and these three must
ever be related if modern astrological science is to appreciate and appropriate the
new esoteric knowledge.

Just as important, | must emphasize, until you admit the Law of Reincarnation and
Law of Karma you can have no real understanding of the initiatory processes of the
Sun signs and their decanates. Until these twin doctrines are grasped and accepted
there can be no real understanding of the method of the evolutionary life-path of the
soul, the unfoldment of its physical mechanism, or the nature of the response
apparatus of the individual human being. One of the outstanding and painful human
dilemmas we face is the problem of the explanation of the inequalities in the physical
equipment of human beings found everywhere. We seem as yet, incapable of
recognizing or explaining the underlying causes that are responsible for the
appearance and health of our physical bodies or personalities in general. Most of us,
variously equipped but greatly limited by that equipment, lack inner synthesis,
coordination and integration and are faced with an environment that is antagonistic
and hostile. Until we can integrate ourselves correctly into our material circumstances
there will be no true understanding of the normal process of our evolution or of our
relationships with others. You see, we have to demonstrate the proven capacity to
coordinate our psychological process in time.

What | mean by this is that the integration of our self into time must be correctly
accomplished. Astrologers, for example, have only studied man from the angle of one
lifetime and from the point of view of his present personal horoscope. Our ultimate
Source and Goal remain uncharted. So we need to try to grasp the fact that the soul
by contrast, impossible though it seems, views the entire period of manifestation over
the total gamut of countless lifetimes, as a unified Whole. It is therefore, in fact, a truly
time-conscious identity possessing a real sense of inner and outer proportion,
understanding of the immediate life-task, and sense of synthesis. Lifetime by lifetime,
the triple mechanism of the soul is developed and perfected. Step by step we slowly
make our approach to the goal of conscious and intelligent awareness. Step by step
we master the physical body and make more adequate our mechanism of awareness
and of contact. Little by little we approach the "place of recognition" and prepare
ourselves to climb the mountain of vision and initiation. (EPI, p.156)



Fortunately, all of us are under right direction of our souls, even if during the brief
interlude of any one lifetime we misunderstand and misinterpret the material or
spiritual process indicated in our horoscopes (or those of others) and apply a wrong
meaning or motive to the right activities. Our true task is ever to guide and assist
others to take their next step forward thereby bringing the soul into fuller expression
in their lives. To this end the study of the zodiacal decanates is imperative and gives
the key to the art of right living in accord with the divine and natural Plan of evolution.
Human beings who would know their origin and destiny; who would win the power to
measure in their hearts and minds the consciousness of a small human being by the
scale of the great zodiac; who would know the basic principles of relations, spiritually
and materially of the Cosmic Whole to all their own selves and parts; who would know
the Law of their interdependence with all life; such ones are truly initiate.

*

If we are to understand our three-fold human nature correctly, we must first contrive
to unravel the three major strands of which it is woven and to separate them out for
our individual study so that we can master the chief characteristics of each and
recognize them with certainty when we find them in active manifestation. Once this is
accomplished we must learn to combine them again and to recognize how they blend
and harmonize. Our concern should be with the life expression of the three basic
qualities of the major strands of energy found in man and their demonstrable focus,
conscious and intentional, through the seven centers of force.

It is this triple esoteric combination of energies which enables an individual to make
more rapid progress on the Path, fuse and blend the energies of the three major
Aspects within and become a conscious soul on Earth. By sympathetic
comprehension we must first school ourselves in the meaning and truth of the Three
Aspects, and each Aspect by itself alone, yet notwithstanding they are all One. Then
and only then will we be in a position to deal wisely with all those with whom we are
called upon to work. | realize that it sounds somewhat intricate and technical,
however what | give you now is the true A.B.C. of Sun sign astrology. Believe this
triple hypothesis unless your intuition revolts. | do not wish to be dogmatic but give
definite information, the correctness of which | leave to you and the future to prove.

Esoteric astrologers view the great experience of life as taking place upon the three
Crosses or Wheels—the Mutable Cross, the Fixed Cross and the Cardinal Cross—
within the Great Wheel or Circle of Life. Consequently, the Whole or entirety of our
life-experience or path is viewed from three different angles. The realization of the
truth of the three principal Paths within the Great Wheel of Life is the key that unlocks
the door to the Path of Initiation. Reflect with care upon this statement. Under the Law
of Correspondence and Analogy the three major Aspects have direct relationships to
the trinity of Crosses found within the Great Wheel, the three Aspects of the Sun and
the three decanates found in each one of the twelve Sun signs.



The Three Principal Aspects of the Sun

We come to what is a most interesting part of our astrological study for, as we can
note, the first decan of each sign rules the physical body, while the emotional body is
ruled by the second and the mental body ruled by the third. Thus the decanates
simultaneously stimulate the development of the three-fold personality unit. Keep in
mind however, one out of the three decans will be the major, dominant and
outstanding influence during the corresponding and respective Aspect of the Path. Let
me continue now by describing in detail the three major stages, phases or Aspects of
Man and his life-path around the Great Wheel, technically understood. It is valuable
to endeavor to grasp the larger picture or archetype and to vision the whole of that
which transpires in the life history of the incarnating immortal human soul.

First Aspect

During the first major Aspect of the Path, humanity follows the apparent retrogression
of the Sun and attendant planets subject to the 'Great lllusion’, backwards through the
zodiacal signs. Do not forget, the great zodiacal ages run clockwise and are termed
the "Involutionary cycle" and the "Path of Pursuit" or "Acquisition". (EA, p.109, EPII,
p.342, LOM, p.238) Technically speaking, the clockwise phase is known as the
"Ordinary Wheel" period of existence, although it is also generally referred to as the
"Path of lllusion"”. (EA, pp.152 & 58)

The young, highly unconscious soul blindly proceeds from Aries to Taurus via Pisces
during this long interlude of many if not countless lifetimes. From the much wider
point of view of the soul and not so specifically from the standpoint of the personality
horoscope, the Mutable or Common Cross governs the entire lower phase of the first
Aspect of the Path. This does not imply that the human being does not incarnate into
all twelve signs but only that the Beginner upon the Way is more potently responsive
to its energies and forces. The natural action of the Mutable Cross drives the human
being downward into material expression and deep immersion into the depths of
material experience and the concrete physical plane. Serially and sequentially,
through this forced materialistic process, the inner man is slowly and steadily being
awakened to the nature of the form life.

Consequently in time and due process, knowledge of substance, matter and outer
creative activity is acquired. Obviously this period marks the stage wherein form,
matter, substance, time and space are the controlling factors, imprisoning the soul
within their modality of consciousness. Quite clearly, this stage connotes complete
unconscious self-identification with form life as being 'self. In other words the self
believes itself to be form. This is only natural, as the human being is occupied with
the development of the three-fold materialistic personality through the satisfaction of
physical, emotional and mental desire. The entire phase of the period of physical
personality development is conditioned by the backward action of the Ordinary
Wheel.



This is the basic cycle of material evolution and the period wherein man is physically
bound upon the Great Wheel. The physical life grows through accretion and the man
is continually, countless lifetime after lifetime, swept back into inertia, blindness and
bondage. What we must grasp though, is that through this process life in the three
worlds of human endeavor is lived and the development of the strictly three-
dimensional human personality consciousness takes place. When the work of the first
phase is complete, what is demonstrated is the potent expression of the physical
magnetism of a developed personality.

Within the internal etheric constitution of an individual human being, the overall cycle
of the Mutable Cross and the Ordinary Wheel experience stimulates the evolutionary
unfoldment and development of the radioactivity of the three etheric centers found
below the diaphragm and their corresponding glands in the endocrine system:

1. Solar plexus center and pancreas gland.
2. Sacral center and sexual glands.
3. Basic center and adrenal glands.
CHART I

The Ordinary W heel

Head Centre
Soul Centres Upper diaphragm
Heart Cenitre Throat Centre
Solar Plexus Centre Sacral Centre
Personality Centres Lower diaphragm
Basic Centre

The three centres above the diaphragm are primarily receiving centres.
The three centres below the diaphragm are galvanised into activity by
the higher receiving centres, When accomplished, this shows a physical
and personality magnetism.

When the development and coordination of the three lower diaphragmic centers is
complete the individual becomes fused and blended into the personality. This is a
tremendous accomplishment, as the person began this cycle as the unconscious sum



total of separative tendencies, uncontrolled forces and disunited energies. Finally, the
multiplicity of internecine personality forces are subdued by the soul. This makes
possible the subjugation of the lower nature and produces a new alignment of the
mind, emotions and body. During the cycle of ordinary evolution, the three centers
above the diaphragm are basically and primarily receiving centers. Their lower
counterparts found below the diaphragm are galvanized into activity by the three
higher receiving centers. The three higher centers and corresponding glands are:

1. Head center and pineal gland.
2. Heart center and thymus gland.
3. Throat center and thyroid gland.

CHARTII

The Reverse Wheel

Head Centre

Soul Centres Upper diaphragm

Heart Centre Throat Centre

Solar Plexus Centre Sacral Centre

Personality Centres Lower diaphragm

Basic Centre

The three lower centres eventually retum
that which has come 1o them. The centres above the diaphragm
become radio-active, dynamic and magnetic.

An interlude of lives intervenes at the high water mark of this period, wherein the
inner soul begins the struggle to become liberated from the dominant control of the
physical body and form side of life in general. What commences then is a growing
dissatisfaction with the material world, and a subtle longing for something else other
than this increases. Material desires become rapidly exhausted and the needs of the
physical nature no longer loudly cry out or predominate. Certainly the interlude period
is marked with a growing dissatisfaction and discomfort. Inchoate longings gradually
take form until the period of acquiescence and aspiration is reached. At first the



aspiration is irregular and vague but gradually it assumes potency until the mind of
the individual becomes invocative.

Duality is now consciously and uncomfortably recognized while the higher way of the
spiritual vision is definitely contacted. Personal desire begins to make way for a
greater love, and at this critical juncture the dynamic power of love must be invoked.
When this is sufficiently accomplished true evocation takes place. Through a great
and culminating series of lives the corresponding lower and higher etheric centers
have now successfully reversed their polarity, thus demonstrating the basic and
fundamental reorientation of the inner consciousness.

When the repolarization process of the entire three-fold lower centers is completed,
then the reversal occurs and from thence forth the disciple travels the Path of Light in
the anticlockwise mode from Aries to Pisces via Taurus. At this point in the life-career,
the evolving individual now treads the Reverse Wheel. Having finished his work, the
disciple descends from the whirling Cross of many changes (the Mutable Cross) only
to remount a new cross, the Fixed Cross of the Heavens. In travail the personality
equipment has been painfully forged but the mechanism which will enable him to free
himself from the "path of the great illusion" is now prepared and ready. (EA, p.81)

Second Aspect

It is only upon the Reverse Wheel and the second Aspect of the Path that right
orientation is achieved and the human being swings into correct rhythm of progress,
thus following the normal zodiacal current and correcting the "original sin" of wrong
orientation. (EA, p.254) The second Aspect of the Path is termed the "Path of Reality"
because one is now entering the signs from left to right and not backwards as before
from right to left. (EA, p.58) For this reason, the highly evolved self-conscious
individual is spoken of as one who ever "faces the East". (EA, p.90)

The interlude of the Reverse Wheel and the cycle of the Fixed Cross lead to the
emergence into outer manifestation of the subjective Aspect in man; its chief concern
is that the inner soul should be brought forward into physical birth and outer objective
recognition. During this period the psyche becomes conditioned in an inner subjective
manner totally different from that of the conditioning effects of the physical
environment and material circumstances. Herein are established the basic essentials
of good character. Self-discipline proceeds side by side with aspiration. The physical
body is a focus and the control the form side has over the life of the soul must be
broken. At this stage an aspirant to Truth starts to demonstrate the qualities of their
soul, preparing themselves to begin a series of tests and trials leading to initiation.
Through the process of the Reverse Wheel, the evolving individual gains knowledge
concerning their innate divinity and eventually attains full soul-consciousness.

The principle point to grasp is that the second major Aspect of the Path is the period
wherein the soul renounces the outer material life of the personality. Its activities



therefore cover the entire phase technically known as the Path of Discipleship. It is
during this phase that the soul proceeds to detach itself from the personality and
reattach itself to the One who sent it forth—the Monad, Spirit or Central Life. There
has been much given out during the past century in other books concerning this
Aspect of the Path. What is of importance is that it concerns the soul consciousness
as it begins with its preparation for initiation, and consummates in the perfected
human soul. The outstanding life-quality or virtue of Love is exhibited because the
energies of the human soul produce harmony and are the unified, blended and
controlled effect of that Love.

Here the soul, through alignment, enters into the right use of time; or rather the brain,
which is the only time-conscious factor, is no longer the dominant attribute. The mind
of the disciple, as the agent of the soul, sees life and experience as it really is. It is
now possible for the accomplished individual to become someone who is qualified to
take one of the initiations. Becoming aware of what one should do and what one
should give up is the preliminary step.

Disciples now seek to escape sufferings that come with their present kind of life; they
wish for enlightenment and aspire to achieve the highest state of happiness that
exists. Becoming qualified, however, must be undertaken in proper successive
stages, in clear, precise, simple steps, one by one. The salient task is to become
conscious of how to reach the goal, how to practice and how to learn, thus achieving
an excellent life. This is ultimately attained through learning about and then
committing oneself to keep definite inner pledges and moral vows. If these vows are
kept they produce happiness and enlightenment. In the interim, everything about
one's character now begins to improve; the way one thinks, the way one acts, day by
day, month by month, year by year, lifetime by lifetime. At this stage of discipleship,
the worlds of so-called 'superhuman' evolution open up and the safe unfoldment of
the supernormal powers of the soul through the medium of the three-fold human
personality takes place.

Third Aspect

| would like here to enlarge somewhat upon the third aspect of the Path and illustrate
why it is known as the cycle wherein the Great Wheel becomes dominated and
controlled. It is of prime value to realise the third stage is concerned with the
realisation of the highest aspect or Central Life-Purpose. The highly evolved man or
woman becomes no longer identified with their personal vehicles of expression
because on a higher turn of the spiral another shift in major life expression has taken
place. Neither the centre of experience, the soul, nor the vehicles of expression, the
threefold lower personality are considered from the angle of consciousness. It is for
this reason that an individual is, at this stage, referred to as a Oveiled RealityO. In
using these words | refer primarily to the fact that they personify the synthetic
expression of the soul symbolised through revealed divine quality and demonstrated



through the means of the personality, the material world, the physical plane; in short,
the totality of the form life. It is in this latter stage that the higher psychic faculties
come into play for only the initiate has full control of all faculties and power of the soul
and knows when and how to use them the most profitably and with the least
expenditure of energy. It goes without being said, the state of consciousness of the
illumined and liberated human soul is such that any language | would seek to employ
would only serve to blind and to hinder true understanding. All that could be said in
this connection would be a superficial attempt to define and describe that which is
really essentially undefinable. In the psychological sense, | could talk only in symbols
and do no more than speak in parable and metaphor. Of so lofty and exalted a nature
that it can only be described in terms of release, of negation and through the
emphasis of that which it is not, the consciousness of the advanced initiate is
characterised by a state of No-thing or Non-being which is only capable of
comprehension and expression when the physical plane has no further use to the
perfected spiritual life.

By means of all that | have said you will realise that | am endeavoring to take the
vaugueness out of your minds concerning the psychological state of mind which
characterises the human soul during its pilgrimage through the Three Stages but |
would reiterate the fact that the whole of the subject must be, as earlier stated,
viewed from the wider theme of the entire evolutionary life-path. In this connection let
me continue by saying the whole story of the creative process of the zodiac becomes
clear as the story of the journey of the individual human soul. | have suggested that
step by step, stage by stage, under law and through the experience gained by
incarnation, the soul's creative life-plan becomes realized in the inner personality
consciousness. Accordingly, | would remind you, we become successively aware of
our unfolding inner life-plan as each major stage upon the One Great Path is
consciously realised. | would like here to call your attention to the obvious fact that
comprehension of each of us depends upon where we each, as individuals, lay the
emphasis and where we are awake and alive and of what we are conscious. In this
specific sense | ask each of you to realise, although it is a platitude and an occult
truism, that the completion of your life-work entails certain steps and must be done
according to the plan that has been given to you from out of heaven. Your problem
consists in ascertaining upon which major aspect of the Path and upon which rung of
the ladder you find youself at this time.

From a study of these definitions you will have seen, therefore, that during the period
of the first stage or aspect the man or woman arrives at the knowledge of the form
side of life; in the second stage, then passing on to a realization of the underlying
qualities which the form side of life is intended to reveal and identify themselves as
souls; at last, they finally arrive at the realization of the monadic Life-purpose working
out through the subjective soul qualities as they actively express themselves
creatively through the medium of the threefold physical plane personality. In the
consideration of these points our problem is to carefully distinguish between those



who live below the diaphragm and those whom live above the diaphragm. In
astrological terms this distinction constitutes the difference between those treading
the Ordinary and the Reversed Wheels. Those who react to the incoming energies
through the lower centres will have a very different chart interpretation than the highly
evolved person. Likewise, those living above the diaphragm respond in a radically
different way to the incoming influences from that of ordinary or undeveloped
humanity. The two types of charts require a completely different mode of
interpretation. The crucial question to be determined in each case is the direction in
which the man is progressing around the zodiac. This establishes the major life
tendencies towards the Path of Matter or to the Path of Spirit. The exoteric chart
concerns the form life and is based upon the Wheel as it turns from right to left, while
the esoteric chart concerns the indwelling soul and is bound to the Wheel as it turns
from left to right.

| would like to pause here and emphatically state there must be distinction drawn
between the horoscope of the personality and the horoscope of the inner, living,
conscious thinking Individual. Ponder upon this distinction because the major
distinguishing feature between the two types of human beings is what determines
their point in evolution, their method of entry into a sign, their direction of travel
around the zodiac and their place upon the Wheel. The dual activity of the Wheel
must continually be kept in mind while considering the activities of the decanates. The
investigating astrologer must, in all cases, attempt to determine which major stage or
aspect of the Path the individual stands upon. The interpretation of the horoscope is
arranged according to an individualOs place upon the Wheel. As we proceed in this
discussion, it must henceforth be borne in mind that in connection with an individual
chart that it is the point in evolution and the direction of the Wheel which are the key
factors determining the dominating decanate. Modern astrologers do not yet
understand the dual activity - higher and lower - of the centres in etheric body. Once
again, to be perfectly clear, only during the Reversed Wheel period does the soul
energy begin to superimpose and dominate the etheric body producing the shift of
force and of intensity to the centres above the diaphragm. In this situation the etheric
body itself becomes the major transmitter of soul energy and not personality force. In
this connection, let it not be forgotten, on the Ordinary Wheel, the etheric body is only
a transmitter of psychic energy, galvanizing and coordinating the dense physical
body, resulting in eventual mental control of the personality.

| would ask all of you to kindly ponder on all of the above because we now begin our
study of the evolutionary classification of the human soul into six different stages. We
enter, therefore upon a brief technical consideration of how we sort people according
to their evolutionary stage of development such that a definite type emerges for each
decan. In accordance with the sixfold classification, the decanate types must be
studied from the point of view of the qualities of the soul, the apparatus of response
which must be used and the nature of the mechanism of physical contact which has
been constructed to function in the world. Our consideration is the inner structure of a



human being and those planetary and zodiacal factors which produce the outer
appearance and quality and condition it, thus producing the resultant personality
behaviour and conduct. Here, we are thus specifically concerned with the activities of
the forces of the decanates which, operating on the inner side, actuate the outer
personalities of human beings and bring about their physical appearance in the world.

The interest of this classification, psychologically speaking, lies in our ability to
recognise the historical appearance upon earth of the six types or grades of souls at
present found among us everywhere. Above everything else, this classification is of
definite practical value because it leaves us with the realisation that we understand
better the subtle world of forces in which we dwell, the means which must be
employed and the technique to be followed. In this manner the path of darkness and
confusion is cleared before us and we may move forward in the light of assurance. In
the last analysis, the individual must know where they stand before they can take the
next needed step forward. This very recognition, in its turn, carries with it the
outstanding psychological life problem and challange.

As we consider the successive stages of the Path and the various degrees of
expanding soul awareness, the significant fact that | ask you to remember is that
through it all there is one steady, sequential unfoldment taking place. This brings us to
the realisation that the life of the soul, through the process of human incarnation,
passes through each one of the six stages with a definite sense of direction, power,
steadiness in growth and adaptability of form to circumstance and enviroment. At
each step, it cannot be too clearly emphasised, the thread of the soul's unfolding
consciousness and increased sentient awareness can be traced, gauged, and
charted with clarity. Reflect on this. After due consideration of these preliminary
postulates we come now to the names and classification of the major stages of soul
development within the human family.

Ordinary Wheel Decanate

1. Physical Man First decan

2. Emotional Man Second decan
3. Mental Man Third decan
Reverse Wheel Decanate

4. Man, the Aspirant Fourth decan
5. Man, the Disciple Fifth decan
6. Man, the Initiate Sixth decan

That which is given below is a pretty detailed analysis which will serve as a skeleton
structure upon which to build a successful and intelligent study of the decanate types.
Obviously, as the varieties of intermediate types are myriad, | have made certain
generalisations because the various groupings can and do blend into and overlap
each other. Its drawback consists in the capacity of our intellects to separate and



divide, so that the whole process is regarded as proceeding in separate successive
stages, whereas in reality there is parralleling activity going on, and much
overlapping, fusing and inter-relating of process within the alloted time cycle of each
step. The whole emphasis of the entire evolutionary process of the soul is, in the last
analysis, placed upon the the development of conscious, intelligent awareness in the
life animating the personality. As a rule, the exact step on the Path, in any one lifetime
or series of lives, is contingent upon the age of the soul; yet paradoxically, the soul
has no age from the standpoint of time, as we understand it; it is timeless and eternal.
The value of the below information consists in the fact that it gives a clear synthetic
picture of an individual's unfoldment and higher relations.

Suffice it to say, the six technical stages warrant the most careful observation and
study by the serious student of the decanates. Quite naturally, highly evolved souls of
initiate status are relatively few; souls of disciple status are becoming more frequent
in appearance; souls of aspirant status are now widely distributed; souls of mental
development exist in the millions; souls polarised at the emotional level are the most
abundant; souls at the physical level, in the modern world, are also relatively rare, do
not exist as pure types and are really more like "raw savages" or "throw backs." In the
sixfold classification we find therefore:

Stage I : Physical Man

The soul, at the first stage, is identified with the physical body that it dwells within. In
other words, the soul believes itself to be the physical form. The entire forces of the
soul are concentrated in the physical body and the desires expressed are physical
desires. This is a purely non-thinking instinctual stage and the form life apparently
constitutes all that there is. Unconsciously gaining experience, the soul is totally
engrossed with the processes of the results of experience. The vital, personal human
being develops and grows by responding to the impacts of the environment he does
not intelligently understand but finds himself in. This period is characterized by the
blind process of evolutionary acquisitions. These souls are simply aware of physical
plane life and sensation; they are slow, inert, inarticulate and bewildered. Having little
or no sense of time these people can not be trained along any mental line and rarely
demonstrate skill in any direction. Of course, they can perform manual labor under
direction, eat, sleep and procreate, following the natural instincts and physical
appetites of their animal bodies. On the first rung of the ladder, we find child-like souls
with imprisoned consciousness, limited and confined for hidden purpose of defined,
intelligent development within an evolving physical body. Desires, as just mentioned,
are vague and inchoate being only concerned with self-preservation, self-
perpetuation and economic satisfaction.

Life after life passes and slowly the ability for conscious identifications increase. Up to
this point, the desires expressed by the unevolved soul are simple physical desires
but at the same time there is a growing tendency towards more subtle desires such



as the emotional body evokes. Gradually, the identification of the soul with the body
begins to shift from the physical to the emotional body. Keep in mind, at this stage,
there is nothing present which we could identify as or be called a personality. What
we observe in human nature is simply a living, active physical body, with its wants,
needs, urges, desires and its appetites accompanied by a very slow yet steadily
increasing shift of the consciousness out of the physical world into the emotional
realm. When this shift, in due course, has been successfully achieved the awareness
of the soul is no longer completely focussed with the physical body, but becomes
identified or centered in the emotional body. Gradually, a steadily growing inner
realisation of emotional desires evolve and we do not only find emphasis upon the
desired satisfaction of physical appetites. The embryonic capacity to employ time
somewhat intelligently begins to make its presence felt and more subtle pleasures
begin to make their appeal; moreover, the desires become less crude and physical
and as well, an emerging desire for beauty begins to appear. For the Beginner upon
the Way, the sacral centre along with the gonads and sexual organs are the
controlling factors.

Stage Il : Emotional Man

In the early stages of evolution, when rudimentary emotional consciousness
characterises the life expression, that fragmentary aspect of the soul which indwells
and informs the body, and which gives the slowly emerging personality any
semblence of real human consciousness which may be present, is inert, inchoate and
unorganised. For all practical intents and purposes, these souls are, as yet, devoid of
intelligent or conscious mind, as we understand it, and are distinguished by their
complete identification with the physical form activities and slow reactions to
suffering, joy, pain, to the urge and satisfaction of desire and to a heavy subconscious
urge to betterment. Though the human soul in incarnation is still riddled by
unreasoning desire, most of the time and held under its sway, the field of satisfaction
and the sense-urges slowly become less animal and more definitely emotional.
Feelings and moods come to be recognised and a dim sense of aesthetic values,
desire for peace and the urge to find that nebulous thing called happiness begin to
play their part. Let us not forget thought, the soul is still predominantly governed by
selfish desires and by the calls of the instinctual life. Let us keep in mind, as a
coherent force, the emotional body provides that significant essential quality which
produces the complexity of moods, desires, complexes, inhibitions, feelings and
characterisitcs which produce a person's peculiar psychology. From our sentient body
emanates the desires, impulses, aspirations and conflicts of duality. It is highly
evident that the vast bulk of human beings are purely emotional demonstrating very
occasional flashes of real mental understanding but usually entirely absent. This vast
majority, who are neither good nor bad, but simply unthinking are entirely submerged
in the evolutionary tide of developing the needed personality equipment. As we
should expect, the growth, development and expression of the emotional body is
accomplished through the urge or impulse to satisfy desire. For the desired growth to



occur, sensitivity and responsiveness to the longings, desires and promptings of the
personal self must be exhibited. In due course of time, a shallow "wish-life" emerges
oriented towards satisfying the desires of the physical life. Obviously, at this juncture,
the inner soul is identified with or entrapped by those specific types and forms of
desires it seeks to possess, assuage, and satisfy. An emotional response to
environing conditions leads in time to a greater intensification of the wish life and the
development of the imaginative faculty. Those who are emotional in their
consciousness are under the sway of all that which is material and ridden by desire.
They only know that which they feel in all relationships, that which they believe to be
an ideal, but which they themselves do not mentally understand. Their life path is
marked by what they demand in the way of personal convience, comfort, luxury,
beauty and that which brings them spiritual comfort in the realm of religion and
religious desire. The outstanding emphasis is focussed in the solar plexus centre, the
pancreas gland and the stomach with associated organs.

Stage 1] : Mental Man

The third decan rules over and conditions the entire period of mental development
and later personality integration. The above statement means that these souls can
now be classed as intelligent people, capable of mental application, if trained and
shows that they can think when need arises. During the early phase of the third step
nevertheless, they are still predominanatly emotional with the feeling nature almost
over-developed. All of this we must consider with care because, oscillating between
the life of the physical senses and that of the mind, their lives are spent in emotional
turmoil. Steadily, however they demonstrate increasing periods wherein the mind can
momentarily make itself felt, and thus at need effect important life descisions. Forget
not, these are average people, good, well-intentioned but still largely controlled by
mass consciousness. One other thing | would like to call your attention to is that they
are regimented and standardised easily by orthodox religion and goverment because
they are the unwitting "sheep" of the human family. At the apex of the third period
though, we find people who can actually think and who are minds. There is much that
| could add in this connection but the important point to keep in mind is that their
intellects become dominant, powerful and controls eventually the emotional nature.
Related to this, the powers of the trained reasoning and rationalising mind are called
into activity by the soul. These point have to be considered and correlated because
as the mind becomes intelligent, enquiring, intellectually sensitive and responsive to
thought currents a growing sensitivity to the impact of ideas increases with steadiness
and vigor. These people, totally materialistic, ambitious, self-referencing, effective and
powerful study and use the environment in such a manner that it contributes to
personal desire, success and emergence into prominence.

| have elaborated the different aspects of this stage somewhat because it is important
to understand that the first aspect of mental development is marked by the period



wherein the lower concrete mind is built and developed. The second aspect of its
process begins the coordination and integration of the three-fold personality unit and
is marked by self-expression, self-interest and self-emphasis. The personality of the
individual now begins to emerge with real clarity and becomes naturally outgoing and
expressive. Through a demonstration of personal power and purpose, the world is
exploited for selfish ends. These individuals are self-determined, self-conditioned,
self-aware and conscious of and responsive to their enviroment. A climaxing desire
for material possession is reached, the peak of desire is successfully mounted and
the summation of desire for material happiness is consummate. Persons who arrive
at the acme of the third rung of the ladder constitute the cream of the human family
and are the people achieving success in some department of human life. They are
writers, artists, artisans, thinkers in all the many fields of human knowledge,
politicians, religious leaders, philosophers, scientists, and skilled workers.

Gradually a higher sense of values supervenes; there comes a time when desire for
material experience begins to fade out; newer and better values and higher standards
of thought and desire begin slowly to appear. Later, when the attraction of possessing
the physical forms of the natural world becomes monotonous through constant impact
over countless lives, the person begins to turn a deaf ear and an un-seeing eye upon
the familiar phenomenal objects in the world of desire. There ensues a steady turning
away from contact with the previously desired objects of the physical plane and an
atrophying of desire in that direction. This is accompanied by a devastating sense of
loss, a groping in the dark, and a period of wrestling and exploration. Life has now
become a desert, arid and undesirable, and all fails to satisfy. What eventuates is the
turning away from the phenomenal world, as the result of use and consequent satiety.
When the man or woman arrive at the realisation of the futility and emptiness of
material ambition, it marks a high stage of personality integration and precedes the
Reversed Wheel period of change and marks the major shift of activity. In travail and
pain the personality equipment has been forged to the point wherein one can now
begin to free oneself from the Path of Illusion. Having expanded slowly from the
consciousness of material ambition through activity, one can now begin the stage of
approach to the divine reality of their own soul upon the mental plane. The difficult
process or re-orientation toward a new world, a new state of being and a new
condition of awareness is set-up; hence, the entire response apparatuse - mind,
etheric body, brain and nervous system - is re-oriented, and the person becomes
increasing conscious of their soul. Having now awakened somewhat to the purpose
of experience one attempts to bring to every event an intelligent power to extract from
the happenings to which they are subjected some gain to the life of the soul. But, and
here is the vital point, in order to move forward, the advanced material man or woman
must first learn to regard the enviroment in which they find themselves as the place of
purification and the field of a planned service. Naught can now hinder the progress as
the turning away from the kingdom of the world to the kingdom of the soul becomes
an established life-pattern and an esoteric habit.



Stage IV: Man, the Aspirant

If you will pause at this point and review what | have said it will be evident that my
discussion on the six stages has necessarily been sketchy, for all that | am attempting
to do here is to give, in succinct form, an overview of the six major steps which mark
the life-path along which the human soul must eventually run. It might incidently be of
value here to remind you, in connection with the attainment of the fourth stage, that
the individual has now realised themself to be a soul and not just as a physical body
or personality. It is your principle task, if you have attained the fourth rung of the
ladder, to grow in your ability to see life and circumstance from the point of view of
your Immortal Ego. At this point, the soul now begins to definitely reject the form, and
consequently, the person, through whom the soul is experiencing and expressing
itself, is rejected by the world in which they live. Prone to mental difficulties and
complaints which are concerned with energy and are due to the fusion process -
either in process or completed - of soul and personality, the aspirant is conscious of
duality, torn between the pairs of opposites, but unable to rest until fully illumined by
the light of the soul. Next, above all, | would point out these are the sensitive,
struggling people who long for release from failure and from existence in the world. |
mention this because it of value to know their mind natures are exceedingly alive and
active but they cannot yet control them as they should and the higher illumination
remains a joyous hope and final possibility. May | add, it should also be pointed out,
in order to better understand the nature of discipleship, the process of stabilisation
and right direction, aspirants must learn to completely climb out of the depths of
darkness, blindness and matter into which they have descended. Appalled by the
unknown, overwhelmed, at times, with the apparently empty stillness, constantly
wrestling toward perfection and the light, the process of withdrawingness, inwardness
and material detachment is frequently difficult and dark. Focussing an intense inner
concentration, it is precisely at moments such as these, that the aspirant must seize
opportunity.

It is of the utmost value to realise that right activities, just beginning upon the Path of
Return, include physical co-ordination, emotional orientation, mental direction and
personality alignment. The day has come when the soul has awakened to the need of
dominating the life situation and of superimposing its authority. As a consequence of
all of this, it will therefore be apparent to you that building a true foundation with right
aspiration and correct motivation is essential. Diligently seeking to invoke their soul,
the aspirant begins to re-organise, to re-orient and to rebuild their personality bodies.
Thus, when this stage is reached, you can see how the process of soul and
personality fusion is quickened but first, the three aspects of the personality are to be
integrated into one whole, gradually controlled by the soul, and then, fused into an



instrument for effective world service. To this end, the soul energy asserts its divine
power and dominates the personality force subduing its activity. The vital collateral
thought to remember, here, is that this is the period of the so-called Path of
Purification, wherein the pairs of opposites on the physical plane, the dense and the
etheric forces, must be reconciled. As time goes on and when this is accomplished
one is set free from the physical plane to begin the true spiritual battle with the pairs
of opposites on the emotional plane.

Perhaps, much that | say here is simply a repetition of that which you already
technically know and have been taught. Good, if this is the case, but then let us
remind ourselves, that no aspirant is free from faults. | call attention to the thought
that all of you, no matter how devoted or sincere, are perfectly clear cut in your
endeavor or characterised by clear simplicity. It might be said here with emphasis,
even if it is a recognised truth, that aspirants are still characterised by vileness, crass
ignorance, prone to temper, to irritability, still subject to depression, self-interest and
even at times to hatred. In a kind word, they are certainly not yet entirely harmless;
moreover, within there are still the seeds of pain, conflict and trouble. | would also like
to make perfectly clear, upon the fourth rung of the ladder, the intelligent thinking
person has now to begin to learn to serenely and sanely distinguish between the self
and the not-self, soul and body, introversion and extraversion, right and wrong, good
and evil, light and darkness, spiritually understood, prison and liberty, love and hate,
truth and truths, knowledge and wisdom and between reality and illusion. As the
spiritual perception becomes increasingly accurate aspirants begin to stand free of
deception, wrong identifications and interpretations. When the discriminating sense
has been adequately developed and they know the pairs of opposites and have
gained a vision of that which is neither of them, then they pass on to the Path of
Discipleship. Summing up very briefly, | would say the goal or objective of all
endeavor is the correct building of forms in mental matter, the control of mental
substance and its use in clear thinking. This demonstrates in organization of the outer
life in creative projects, service work of some kind, the outer dharma carried out with
precision, while the inner adjutments proceed.

Stage V : Man, the Disciple

It is well to remember that the stage of discipleship is in many ways the most difficult
rung of the ladder of evolution. Ponder carefully upon the above because for the
disciple the work now extends because they have already realised their own spiritual
problems and established conformity to the purpose of their immediate cycle and life
period; the subordinating of the personal dharma and ideas to the need and service
of their time. For the disciple, there has to be the attainment of knowledge, of strength
and of the coordination between the personal self and the soul which will result in
ability to build organised forms and groups on the physical plane and to hold them
coherently together. Remember, this step is characterised by those persons whose
intelligence and love nature has become awakened and integrated. In the last
analysis, this technical stage leads to the fusion of soul and body. Initially, however,



the soul comes into conflict with the personality and the great battle between the pairs
of opposites begins on the emotional plane. The battle of the contraries is taking
place consciously in the disciple's life so these individuals alternate between the high
experience of the triumphant initiation through which they have recently passed and
which so deeply colours the inner life with prolonged moments wherein they are
baffled and struggling with the sources of glamour, illusion and the lure of maya. The
successful disciple has established a balanced relationship between the personality
and the soul and can function as either at any desired moment with equal mercurial
facility. Their Path leads between the pairs of opposites running straight and level,
leaving the depths of personality experience and the heights of the soul experience
on either side.

In order to bring this about upon the Way of Initiation the earnest individual becomes
characterised by four principle virtures which are discrimination, dispassion, discipline
and decentralisation. In this connection they seek to attain without passion, pain or
suffering the distinction between the seemingly irreconcilable and contradictory
dualities of life. Having already discovered and wrestled with the fact of the pairs of
opposites at the fourth rung of the ladder, the task of the disciple now at the fifth, is to
discover that which is neither of them. Let no one doubt: The Path is the central
intermediate way. Flashes of the intuition are familiar and become changed into the
blazing and constant light of the soul, irradiating the mind which provides the point of
fusion between the personality and the soul. The main thought to be clearly held in
the mind is that disciples understand their universal duty, have applied the rules for
self-training, maintain a poised attitude to the world, have withdrawn from desire, are
correctly oriented, and, through meditation demonstrate the right use of the mind
resulting in a state of complete spiritual detachment from the physical plane.

At the penultimate stage of the fifth step, the disciple becomes initiate by becoming a
fully soul-infused personality. This is the crux of the entire situation. The disciple, it
might be stated is not only conscious of their vehicles of expression, the integrated
personality, and, conscious of themselves as souls, but they know that there is no
such thing as my soul and your soul but simply "the Soul". There is little for me to add
in this connection except to say this truth is realised, not only as a mental proposition,
or a sensed reality, but, as a fact, in their own subjective consciousness. Need |,
therefore, write more about personality development and control? It is something
which we have all considered and worked hard on for years, or should | say lifetimes,
is it not? Can | tell you anything of a practical nature that you do not already know or
have not striven, struggled and fought hard to attain? | can only close my comments
in connection with the fifth rung of the ladder by encouraging you to proceed with your
self-appointed task of living and teaching the truth about light of the soul, as your life-
opportunity warrants and offers.



Stage VI : Man, the Initiate

A close study of the five previous steps will reveal that highly evolved individuals are
on the verge of release from all the limitations of the physical body and the form
nature. The one outstanding point | would like to make here is that their goal is to
dwell eternally in the consciousness of the One soul, withdrawn from identification
with any aspiration of the form life, no matter how highly developed; they can and do,
of course, use their physical form at will for the purposes of the general good. The
above remark will serve to show you that the initiate has grasped the relation of the
lower duality (that of the personality and the soul) and is now prepared to pass on the
the higher reality, that of the integrated and fused Self (personality and and soul) and
its relation to the Monad or PRESENCE. At this stage, the Life aspect takes ultimate
control absorbing into itself the personality and the soul and thus even the higher
duality is overcome. It is the phase of the so-called Mountain Top experience wherein
the Life aspect supersedes all others. Its keynotes concern liberation and Divine
Consciousness. The main characteristics of the highly evolved faculties of the Initiate
are intuitive perception, pure vision, direct knowledge and an ability to utilise the
undifferentiated energies of the Universal Mind. In this connection, their spiritual
consciousness is now released from all categories of awareness and all
differentiations and from the final sense of selfhood and merges itself in that sublime
condition in which self-centeredness (as we know it) disappears. The other point to
which | must refer is that the fully conscious soul ultimately appropriates the "body of
light and of splendour, the expression of the glory of the One which, when once
assumed, makes all future incarnations impossible, except as an act of the sacrificial
spiritual will. Suffice it to remark, it is impossible for me to convey to you the essential
truth about the sixth stage because there exist neither the terminology nor an
adequate groundwork of knowledge on our part to understand. Through a process of
special training and education the Initiate is indowed with power over space, time,
mind and matter. The ominiscience and omnipotence of the Higher Self are realised
and these conferred gifts look god-like to ordinary humanity. They are the bearers of
the torch of truth as they investigate all things and all beings. It is they who know what
man is, in his innermost nature, having drawn themselves to the very source of their
being and, in so doing, having found that all souls are fundamentally identical with the
Universal Oversoul.

Such is the program for the individual human soul. Before it there passes the
kaleidoscope of the various steps and the constantly recurring dramatic spectacle of
outer personality existence in the phenomenal world. Throughout all of its occurances
in time and space it beholds, interprets maintaining the attitude of the Onlooker and of
the perceiving Observer. As we close our discussion of the six stages which mark the
progress of the soul from identification with form until it loses itself and its own identity
in a higher identification with the Absolute One, let us realise that these fundamental
demonstrations or viewpoints of consciousness occur within each Sun sign. | would
here remind you in these successive stages we can glimpse the vision of what we



are, where we are and may be. Steadily, the unfolding purpose of our own soul gains
fuller and deeper control over each of us and this, at any personal cost and sacrifice
should be our steadfast goal. Every human being falls at one or other of these
successive stages, the six steps to the seventh or final step - the symbolical Throne
of the Lord of the Sign. Let me also make one more statement at this point which
should not come as a surprise. The seventh or ultimate state cannot be described but
is the state of true gnosis; the blending of all of the lights or stages in one supernal
radiance. Two of the very few words we can imagine which really could be applied to
this designation of super-human consciousness are enlightenment and illumination,
yet the words identification and insight also find place here. | must also say the state
of gnosis enables the human being to recognize the Whole of which they are a part
and links them in consciousness with all the corresponding parts of the Universal
Whole.

It should be borne in mind, in consideration of these stages, the whole story of an
individual's journey round the zodiac is the story of their response to, or repulsion of,
applied energies at the six successive stages of the Path. Seen from the inner point
of view, the main issue is the development of a conscious response to the life of the
soul. Given these basic facts, it can be seen that the six decanate forces in all the
signs are ever-present, but responsiveness and sensitivity to the total range of their
impact is dependent upon the nature of the response apparatus, the development of
triple physical mechanism and the unfoldment of the glandular and nervous systems.
Reflect with care upon this latter statement, insofar as it is the developed sensitivity
which determines the difference between the highly evolved initiate and the ordinary
human being of average intelligence. Ponder on these points, get a wider picture of
the growth of soul consciousness and the goal of the decanates.

| offer the above illustrations to demonstrate a close study of the above stages will
prove fruitful. One by one, the labors of the zodiac must be mastered until the full
circle is complete and the initiatory task of the human soul finished. There is little
more for me to add in this connection except to say it should be kept in mind, at all
times, that it is not the outer physical man or form aspect but the inner conscious life
aspect which eventually reverses its direction and mode of travel and entry through
the signs. As we have studied these various stages, it will have become apparant to
you that it is necessary to bear in mind that the clockwise Ordinary Wheel progress is
arrested and reversal or revolution occurs only after the resources and the appetites
of the physical body and the form nature are exhausted. The other point which | might
here touch again is that the major cycle of involutionary experience wherein the
indwelling soul has developed the capacity to adequately react or respond to the pull,
urge, or suggestion of the form nature is then completed. Simply stated, the task of
the incarnated human soul treading round the counter-clockwise Wheel is to
completely subdue the physical personality and use the material side of life to make a
contribution to mankind based upon selfless purpose. In short, the initiatory goal of
the evolved human being is to demonstrate the triumph and potency of the inner life



of the soul over physical life on Earth. In all of the signs, when crucified upon the
Common Cross and travelling clockwise on the backward moving Wheel, defeat
tragedy and failure is experienced countless times. Try to realise that in each Sun
sign on the Reversed Wheel, in striking contrast, the soul destiny, like that of the Sun-
God, Hercules is to experience glorious spiritual triumph and victory until finally, once
and for all, our taskmasterOs trials are successfully negotiated and mastered.

As | have told you, upon the Ordinary Wheel the pull of energies pouring into the Sun
signs is in the direction of form expression. Consider deeply that during the
involutionary cycle the inner soul is identified with the form life and is dominated by
the dominant note of the materialistic personality. Try to recognise that when the
major tendency is being withdrawn from the form and the soul is in the process of
revelation through the medium of the integrated personality, there is soul emphasis;
this always given in terms of virtues, contributions, strengths and qualities expressed.
It should now be clear to you that the Ordinary Wheel consummates the form side of
life and the cycle of the Reversed Wheel consummates the soul side, so to speak. |
have laid the foundation to enable you to distinguish esoteric from exoteric
astrologers because it is the ability of the former to correctly place an individual upon
the appropriate stage of the Path which separates them from the latter. In this specific
context, the fundamental astrological task becomes the science of integrating and
blending the personality and soul energy fields with the aim in view of furthering the
process of psychospiritual evolution. From the above remark, it is obvious, is it not,
this is concerned with the psychosynthetic aspect of astrology which furthers the
transformation of the individual subject towards their higher levels of spiritual
expression? In this specific connection, it is a truism to state that casting the
horoscope is an assessment of the conditioning effective energy fields and charts the
growth of sentient awareness or Egoic consciousness. Please remember much of the
chart work now done is worth than useless because there is not sufficient knowledge
yet among astrologers to enable them to deal with wisdom in these matters. It would
be of value here if | made clear that the average astrologer is deplorably ignorant of
man's inner forces, energies or mechanism.

The final point in connection with this theme | must touch is that each student must
research and study the individual qualities of each decanate for themselves without
relying on the assumptions, opinions and bias of any single astrologer no matter how
informed they may appear to be. How can | illustrate to you what your attitude should
be in the simplest terms? Perhaps it would be of value here for me to say that each
one of you should endeavor to arrive at a first-hand knowledge of the decan
rulerships based on research, meditation, careful observation plus, of course, mature
life-experience. | beg you to ponder upon the beauty and synthesis of these
instructions. Think of yourself and begin practically to determine your approximate
point upon the ladder of evolution and attempt to discover to which one of the six
stages of your Sun sign to which you resonate. Realise that you have not yet
discovered all that is responsible for your phenomenal appearance. It is essential that



you begin to use your reasoning faculties and seek to jusify or refute the legitimacy of
the rulership you propose. The easiest way to accomplish this is to monitor and
observe yourself with care. Your objective is to undertake a detailed self-analysis and
determine where and how the rulerships should be applied. Figure for yourself where
you have succeeded in applying them, and where you have failed. When you have
developed a clear idea regarding your stage on the Path focus on a study of the
decan and its planetary ruler. Once you are certain it becomes important to
understand the initiatory tests and challanges. Let the specific points of my
astrological thesis therefore be in your minds as you study your developing powers of
self-expression, self-determination and self-control. You will find in my instructions
many hints which will make those of you that read more efficient in understanding.
You will also note from the above that it is my wish that you open-mindedly grasp the
fundamental purpose, role and importance of the decanates. Upon reading this book,
it is my sincere hope earnest students will begin to sum up their energy assests,
tabulate the forces which contol their life, and thus arrive at a reasonable and truthful
understanding of the forces which require to be subordinated and those which require
to be strengthened. Then in the light of true knowledge go forward upon the Path of
Initiation. Step by step you must proceed and theory must not persistently run ahead
of your actual life-experience.

In the assignment of decanate rulership, the single most important point of analysis to
grasp is that the theme of the decanates is highly synthetic. In the final analysis, it is
the evolutionary development of the subjective consciousnes which is the determing
factor of rulership, not the objective birth date. Reflect on this. In other words,
although, they often are, the actual birth decanate and the true subjective decanate
ruler may not necessarily be identical. Upon first glance, | know this seems
contradictory and paradoxical. Upon further analysis however, this is not the case. Let
me attempt to explain this is simple terms. In each Sun sign there are three possible
decanate choices, at each one of the three major stages, or nine choices in all are
available to the soul during the complete cycle of personality development. When
attempting to correctly place individuals upon the Wheel, these nine possible
combinations will have to be taken into careful consideration. Nine, as you should
know, is the number of Initiation connoting complete physical development. Please
keep in mind that the influence of the birth decanate is not negated in those cases
wherein it is not the same as the subjective ruler but rather augmented,
supplemented and enhanced. Utilising what is termed the "technique of super-
imposition", esoteric astrologers super-impose the subjective ruler on top of the birth
ruler and then the two are synthetically combined, blended and fused. Do not forget
then, the planetary ruler of your birth decanate may not necessarily be your true
subjective ruler. What more can | write? It will be apparent how necessary it is to go
slowly in these matters, so that the mental ability to reason logically may parallel the
growth of the intuition and of spiritual perception. On the Reverse wheel, do not
forget, there are also three major stages and each one of the three tests of Initiation
associated with each decanate is, in itself, triple in nature, once again, producing the



sacred Nine. During the course of many lifetimes, in order to completely round out the
evolutionary development and colouring of the human personality, all nine
combinations will be undergone on both the Ordinary and the Reverse Wheel.

As you know, when there is lack of understanding there is danger of misapprehension
and of wrong interpretation. Perhaps it would be helpful to say when you come to
study well-known contemporary historical figures examine their lives in depth and
undertake an extensive analysis of their chief traits and features. | want you to keep
in mind human personalities generally appear uneven and quite unbalanced. A
tremendous amount of overlapping takes place. It will be apparant to you (given a
little careful observation) that some highly advanced types still display certain
characteristic weaknesses or recessive physical, emotional or mental traits of their
ruling decanate. Do not permit yourself to make superficial or snap judgements on
subjective development based on personality eccentricities or mere physical
appearance alone. It is possible then, for example, to have a superlative inner
development and, at the same time, so inadequate a physical mechanism that
coordination is not possible. But the converse may be true. Let no one doubt that an
individual with much less inner development but with responsive physical body and
glands will be a more effective agent in the enviroment. As you have been told, at the
outset of this study, it is well to be aware of the fact that the positive and negative
traits of the decan forces overlap each other. Keep an open mind as you study and in
all cases support your placements with reasons. In time this will provide you with the
necessary sKkills to quickly observe, recognise and blend the forces of the planetary
rulers of the decans. Above all else, | implore you to apply the Initiatory Rules to your
individual life situation. | have sought to bring much to your attention. In so doing, |
have confined myself entirely to the theme of the unfoldment of consciusness, of the
meaning and significances of the decanates and of our individual response to the
many influences and vibratory impacts to which we are subjected on account of our
journey round the Great Zodiacal Wheel.

Bearing all these thoughts in mind, you are now invited to embark on the study of the
main classification of humanity in the twelvefold zodiacal division and consider the
specific trials and tests undergone in each decanate. | will give you the rules for the
safe and useful development of the superhuman powers of your soul. Through this
study of the decanates the nature of the soul in man will be made clear and the
relations between the soul, its Sun sign and its threefold physical mechanism will be
demonstrated. The subject of the Sun signs with their decanates, as you can see, is
vast and intricate, and as | just indicated, is still in its infancy. | have indicated enough
and cited sufficient reasons however, to arouse and inspire further astrological
observation and to start investigation in their fields of physiognomical and
psychological activity. It will be advisable for the student to read with care my
commentaries and wise to bear in mind that | do not wish acceptance of my dicta
blindly. | want to charge you all to experiment, research and corroborate with care the
six steps of each Sun sign and the decanate rulerships | have laid down.



Aries



On the Ordinary Wheel
March 21st to April 20th

And the Word said: Let form again be sought

Decanates
First decan Mars March 21st to April 1st
Second decan Sun April 1st to 10th
Third decan Jupiter April 11th to 20th

Step One Physical Man
March 21st to April 1st
Mars

Upon the Ordinary Wheel as it rolls clockwise into illusion, the first sign is entered via
Mars in the first decan. The Sun is in the central decan and Jupiter in the third. Mars
inaugurates the process of individualization and impulses the initial movement
outward into incarnation, embodying the blazing will and burning desire to physically
manifest and experience Earth. It is the dynamic impulse of Mars that propels the
emergence of the soul upon the Path of Outgoing through the medium of a physical
body. It is possible only through the use of a physical form for the soul to express
itself in the lower three material worlds of human evolution. The first response or thrill
of the soul is to the pull, urges and suggestions of the physical body wherein it finds
itself.

Ever keep in mind that the conditioning force of each planetary decanate ruler
produces a dual influence. In other words each decan has lower, recessive and
negative traits on the one hand and, on the other, higher, positive and active features.
In the recessive Martian specimen, the characteristic profile is exceedingly like that of
a sheep, rather than the young ram which is usually associated with Aries. In these
cases the cranium and skull are very rounded with the forehead protruding, low and
wide. The brow is prominent and the eyebrows thick. The lower forehead has a
characteristic expression of a scowl. On the inside of the brows towards the nose we
find deep lines or raised surfaces. The nose always has a trick of standing out from
the face. It is thick, fleshy, with a high bridge or bump down its trunk markedly
standing out from the face in the stereotypical uncompromising ram-like manner. The
hair is typically orange, titian or red, abundant, woolly and coarse, but the man's
beard tends to be scraggly and sparse. The eyes possess a timid, skulking or furtive



expression, wide-open, often bulging. The eyes will show a dull or sleepy expression
very similar to a weak specimen of the first decan of Pisces which is also under the
dominion of Mars. They characteristically bear a facial expression of apology for their
own existence. Is this surprising? It should not be. The caricature of the unevolved
Martian type is to be found on the lowest levels wherein cringing greed, slackness,
loudness, rudeness, excess and orgiastic self-indulgence are the norm. Commonly
the general expression on the face is one of an insufferable pride. The weak, small,
narrow, pointed sheep-like chin is certainly not pronounced. The jaw-line is also weak
and the mouth small. The bottom lip is usually thicker and more prominent than the
upper, which tends to a real severity and reticence. The recessive feminine type can
appear as the most mannish, butch or masculine female persona in the entire zodiac;
moreover unattractive, unsympathetic and decidedly lacking in feminine seduction or
repose. Extremities of the recessive body type such as the legs and arms are tiny,
pathetic and weak, or thick, short and very fat; in any case always appearing
disproportionate. Overall symmetry of the body is lacking, whether short or tall,
pathetically small or grossly large; while the physical frame itself appears somewhat
awkwardly arranged. Regardless of size, the recessive body displays a characteristic
degenerate posture and slackness. Any real sense of physical rhythm and timing,
such as is required in music or dance for instance, is non-existent. Spastic, clumsy
and heavy, the movement is certainly lacking in style and grace. In sports for
example, timing, agility, and footwork remain a lifelong problem, shortcoming and
handicap. Showing restless movements without purpose, the body appears at times
totally given to a perpetual irritation of spasmodic or quick motions.

In the primitive stage the physical decan is a place of dark, violent and short-lived
lives and unstable beginnings characterized by blind and undirected experience.
Perhaps it is not truly fair to state so, but the unevolved Ram appears to be just about
deaf, dumb and blind. The indwelling consciousness is identified with and imprisoned
within the types of consciousness of the specific form, matter, substance, time and
space with which it finds itself surrounded. These young Arietians are simply animals
with vague higher impulses, which must remain simply impulses. Initially in fact, the
incarnated soul's intelligence is of such a low order that it only possesses a dim and
nebulous awareness of itself and of the surrounding life. During the first stage the
infant-like soul is easily bewildered both by events and by others in advance of
themselves. Free will is, as yet, non-existent. Perhaps the best analogy is that they
are somewhat like a newborn baby; completely overwhelmed by the environment,
they are slow, inert and inarticulate. The Ram's horizon is totally limited by the
physical plane while the basic life outlook is exceedingly muddled, shortsighted and
narrow. Totally conditioned by mass consciousness, mass reactions and mass ideas
they are simply mediums receptive to concepts which are not their own or self-
achieved.

In the early stage then, this decan type is best described as a negative
impressionable automaton, blind, fanatic, sectarian and unreasoning. The idea of



ordered activity or of a conscious and purposeful goal is unknown. Logic and reason
are incomprehensible and unattainable. Having no sense of time and grasping no
purpose in events, they cannot be trained along any mental line and very rarely
demonstrate skill in any direction. Quite naturally, at this embryonic stage of the
career, concentration and sustained application to a given task have not been
developed. They are only suited to learn on their own through direct, immediate,
painful experience and are exceedingly difficult to control or teach.

Conflict supervenes early in the life because instinctively the struggle and strife for
that which is physically desired will naturally predominate. Useless friction, fierce
opposition, endless delay and struggle against failure are the common lot. Strongly
conditioned by fear, stress, strain and superstition, the young Ram is stubborn and
bigoted in belief and ever prone to sudden gusts of fury and ferocity. In the base type
this produces the typical inquisitor and amounts to a real heedlessness, blindness
and deafness. Brutality, torture, resentment and systematic bullying come naturally.
These Rams will not lift a finger to help outside their immediate sympathies. As
warriors, when aroused in battle they fight like demons. The young Martian type can
be very destructive for they operate only through physical desire and are not directed
towards gaining wisdom. They need handling with care for they are too energetic,
one-pointed and too full of personal desire. They head straight for the rocks of
fanaticism and the dangerous shoals of superficial desire.

In this first phase of the Ram's experience, the desire for physical satisfaction and the
pursuit of prey or material acquisition of some kind mark the life-path. Blindly and
impotently they go on their way swayed by the lowest forms of physical desire. The
Ram will follow the line of least resistance and unconsciously obey the dictates of the
natural instincts of his animal body. The overwhelming urge of the incarnated soul is
to experience, to exist and to satisfy the instinctual nature. The whole process is one
of experiencing, grasping, existing, followed by renewed demand for satisfaction. The
sensation is an active one of being engaged in the process of carrying on a hand-to-
hand conflict with death. In view of this, the Ram is an extremely intolerant person
and is always enamored of his positions of authority, ever thinking first and foremost
of his own exaggerated self-importance. Ram-man is willful, suppressive, controlling,
militaristic, power-hungry, dominating, destructive, angry, violent, prideful, egoistic,
separative, unreasonable, isolated and arrogant. He is full of impatience, obstinacy,
inhibition and is known for his unrelenting ambition, hardness and cruelty. Rigid and
set thought patterns go along with his total lack of intuitive sensitivity, excessive loves
and total identification with material objectivity. Committed to his keenly desired
objective, which is effective pursuit of intensely focused personality desire, the
developed personality demonstrates an unflagging persistence, earnestness,
sincerity, loyalty, adherence and sacrificial ardor. Eventually, Arietians under Mars
become receptive to religious guidance, albeit in blind faith. They then strive not to be
so self-indulgent or inclined upon luxury, and endeavor to gain a sense of humility, an
unshakeable faith, unswerving devotion, unwavering dedication and undimmed



optimism. Rams have the willingness to follow their vision with enthusiasm,
inspiration and orientation, and are ready to devote themselves without reservation to
the pursuit they value most highly.

In sharp contrast, the active Ram type appears well balanced and symmetrical with
proportional carriage and broad shoulders. Their Martian physiques are strong, lean,
hard, disciplined and muscular. Polished, clean-cut, highly professional and well
groomed, on the military side, the Arietian soldier possesses a real reticence, appears
quite strict, fearless, regimented and severe. The large, aggressive and powerful
Ram is not one that you would wish to meet on the battlefield. They take care of the
business of killing with swift and brutal efficacy. Their physical stride and bodily
movements are measured, controlled, powerful and well directed. Facial lines are
longer and show more angular features compared with the more short round lines of
the recessive type. Well-shaped, straight or aquiline, the nose itself prominently
stands or juts out appearing either somewhat short or long but in either case indicates
a strong and forceful character. Well-defined, the jaw line also shows strong character
with the chin small but sharply defined. Cranium and forehead are unusually long and
high, as are the cheekbones. Deep set and small, the expression of the eyes can
appear steel-cold, possessing a dominating, keen, fearless or haughty expression.
Looking impersonally right through you, utterly indifferent, cold, unmoving and
detached, the eyes at times possess the most intense and penetrating stare. The
usual expression of the eyes is however, sincere, sensitive and charming, reflecting a
real tenderness. It is interesting to observe that the ears and mouth, like that of the
totem of the sign, are usually small and well shaped.

There is in the above analysis much to consider. As you correlate and observe,
ponder and think, light will come. | have sought in the case of the Ram-man on the
first rung of the ladder to emphasize the subjective causes and the objective effects
of his physical appearance. The two must always be related. The causes of the
activity or non-activity of the Ram—excessive or inadequate—are initiated by the
physical man himself either in this life or stemming from an earlier incarnation. In the
final analysis the physical body is the medium of his active experience in and through
matter. This body is the externalization of the Ram's soul and according to the
condition and point of evolution so will be the appearance and nature—lower or
higher—of the outer physical form, thus qualifying all of its activities.

The subjective keynote of this decan is the desire to manifest. The task of the soul is
to balance the lower psychic nature and its expression through the medium of the
body. Suffice it to say, the mechanism of the Ram's divine perception is still in
process of development, and certainly at the physical stage has yet to achieve a
measurable usefulness. The primitive Arietian initially entering the sign, inaugurates
the process of Individualization whereby the soul nature and the form nature meet
and blend. Eventually desire for identification with form changes into aspiration for
self-awareness. Through the process of successive incarnations, the various physical
bodies of expression are developed, little by little, until the interpretation of



experience intensifies, becoming more adequate and correct as time passes. Mars
eventually leads, after many rounds of death and rebirth upon the Wheel, to the
expression of one-pointed, highly developed and directed personality effort. Mars
reminds us that the primitive step on the way to selfhood of necessity is selfishness
and the ability to say | am, | wish, | desire and | will.

Step Two. Emotional Man
April 1st to 10th
The Sun

When the physical battle has been fought and won, Ram-man steps into the ranks of
the emotionally polarized and joins those upon the second rung of the ladder. He is
no longer totally immersed in the physical plane. Now he battles the forces of the
astral or emotional plane to which he now naturally reacts. The Ram gains, through
his evolving response apparatus, sentient consciousness in the world of forms. Thus
the work and the labor of the soul expands to include the struggle with the fulfilment
of desires, glamours and ambitions. This battle is stupendous—all that the Ram at
this stage, can stand—but from the wider angle of the soul it is only one more rung of
the ladder. Remember, it is the Sun which stimulates the sensitivity or awareness of
moods, emotions, desires and aspirations which have their roots within the principle
of self-awareness and self-consciousness. During the early phase of emotional
development the mental nature is not functioning strongly and only very rarely does it
come into any definite form of activity.

At the early emotional stage the Aries man or woman is still only an unwitting sheep
of the human family, and can be regimented and standardized with facility by
orthodoxy and dogmatism of every type in any field, especially science, the military,
religion and politics. On the recessive or negative side a list of the astral traits include
unrealistic expectation, unresponsiveness, and insensitivity. The Arietian in this decan
often feels rejected, stressed, isolated, alienated, misunderstood, dissatisfied and
restricted. The Ram is uncontrollable, unaware, ungenerous, dictatorial,
overconfident, blunt, self-destructive, insecure, forgetful, aloof, opinionated,
rebellious, argumentative, one-track, naive, demanding, scornful, impulsive, angry,
cold, cheap, cruel, hard, mean, violent, frenzied, crazy, ballistic, unstable, repetitive,
indulgent, impatient, irritable, extreme, misleading, obsessive, grasping, possessive,
resistant, anti-social, snobbish, classist, racist, repressed, judgmental, permissive,
pugnacious and overbearing.

The young Ram's personal horizon is extremely limited. He is known for tacky style,
qguestionable clothing, poor manners, bad taste, pet glamours, devious delusions and
nervous habits which run in tiny grooves and small circles repetitively. Outside of his
or her muddled myopic viewpoint and modest sKkills, there is little comprehension of
life or circumstance. Struggling and grasping to make sense and appearing at times



quite mad or insane, they are at best simply bewildered by other people's ideas,
outlooks or attitudes. As self-trust is not yet possible, so neither is trust in others. The
advanced attributes and virtues of patience, tranquility, gentleness, and humility
remain latent but as yet, uncultivated.

The superimposition of the force of the Sun over the astral body fosters the sense of
personal drama and helps to create the capacity to visualize oneself as the center of
one's environment. Like the Sun, the Arietian imagines himself to be at the center of
his own tiny universe. "Around me the Heavens move and the stars in their course
revolve" is the motto of this stage. (TWM, p.393) This consciousness, this sense of
self, does help to determine their little destiny and relatively important or unimportant
fate. The Sun, it should be realized, is responsible for fostering Ram-man's ambition
and his longing for superiority, authority, fame, wealth, comfort, leadership, influence
and power in some field of human expression. Rams plan and struggle to make an
individual impact on the world and to magnetically attract around themselves a group
of people who admire them, thus making them feel influential and important.
Personalities, keep in mind, experiment with the energy flowing through them and
gather around themselves those people who vibrate to their note. Self-referencing,
self-cherishing and self-grasping are the benchmark keynotes of the astral Aries. Do
not forget that their entire motivating force is personal desire and energy. The process
of decentralization is not desirable or possible at this stage of evolution.
Compromise, tempering or restriction of their desires, fantasies or dreams is out of
the question even if they are unusual, reckless, foolhardy or extreme. After many
highs and lows, risings and settings, the man in Aries gains a sense of power, self-
love, exalted ambition, a superiority complex and a determination to reach the top
rung of a particular ladder. Both favor and disfavor will be known, but as applause is
the breath of life for the Sun-inspired Arietian they try to do nothing that will endanger
their popularity with their loved ones, fans or followers. The Ram gains a sense of
personal responsibility; although this translates into a perception that the surrounding
members of the human family are dependent upon them, and thus a sense of self-
importance.

As we would naturally expect in one ruled by the Sun, competition and emulation play
a large part in Arietian progress, which of course have their unlovely aspects as well
as their beneficent and stimulating effects upon the growth and development of
personal character. Loyalty, follow-through and tenacity are not among the early
virtues, so a constant desire for change of circumstance, surroundings and
companionship are impossible to control or master. These urges continually cause
sufficient difficulty in all manner of personal and family relations and quarrels.
Commonplace unrestrained emotional excitement, such as screaming, shouting and
ordering people about—especially when stimulated by the urge for personal attention
and recognition—spells personal, family, business and social trouble. Sibling rivalry is
intense, often with the parents taking sides with tragic consequence. Some lives
appear to be stunted, dwarfed, ruined or spoiled from the start.



The energy enhancement of the Sun always leads to new endeavors and fresh
activities. Because of this stimulation, developed types appear quite anomalistic.
Becoming extraordinarily aggressive and self-willed the Ram acts with a singular
dominant selfishness, exhibiting an extremely narrow range of sensitivity. For
example, in matters of love the woman is exceedingly independent, active and
unhampered by any social, moral, or family consideration beyond her own desires.
The man, on the other hand, is passionate but selfish, rigid, narrow and conventional.
In both cases, they typically resented early parental restraint or authority and are
emotionally preoccupied with evidencing sensitivity to the steadily increasing intensity
of their own vision, views and feelings. This type does, of course, possess a selfish
instinctual love for those who are supportive or necessary for emotional stability and
physical comfort, but they are in no way psychologically astute. Eventually the Ram
learns that personal fame, stardom or victory depends on their adherence, and that
only a sense of group loyalty gives any large enterprise its best chance of success. It
is only at a mature stage of emotional growth that Aries will take the lion's share of
any danger involved, never shrinking, shirking or sparing themselves.

It is the overlay of solar energy which also accounts for the sunshine-like optimism
and the outgoing fun-loving expression of Aries. Inspired by the rays of the Sun, the
Arietian subject is naturally bestowed with a positive outlook and a bright enthusiasm,
but as yet has no means of gauging the opposing forces. Life is largely spent in
various states of astral bewilderment, confusion and turmoil as they continually
oscillate between simple awareness of physical plane life and the life of the senses.
In time and through experience, the unfoldment and enhancement of the sensory
apparatus affords the Ram an ever-increasing consciousness of the world of forms
and the sentient ability to react to those forms with some small measure of embryonic
wisdom and intelligence.

Certainly Arietians are more immediately generous in showing spontaneous affection
than any other type. The personal manner seems to be perpetually immature, loving,
light-hearted, mischievous and given to practical jokes. A real knack for getting in and
out of all kinds of adolescent foolishness is a forté, so life is composed of many
narrow escapes, adventures and escapades. Impulsive tendencies lead to the trouble
and sorrows that follow rash business partnerships, unions, engagements and
imprudent marriages. Fortunately the astral disposition is specially endowed with a
sense of fun along with a real gift for enjoying a situation, and may just succeed in
making any relationship, marriage or business partnership a more or less happy
contest or relatively enjoyable competitive duel. At least the foibles, follies and fancies
are always highly colorful and full of dramatic flair.

Also on the positive side, the list of hallmark emotional tendencies, traits and
strengths are numerous. The Ram is gallant, dashing, daring, fearless, unshrinking,
unsparing, good-natured, virile, fun-loving, lively, ambitious, consistent, courageous,
self-expressive, enthusiastic, well-directed, dynamic, interesting, positive, open,
affectionate, energetic, loyal, one-pointed, independent, sunny, self-sufficient,



undaunted, responsible, self-reliant, realistic, idealistic, driving, visionary, tenacious,
sincere, honest, magnetic, imaginative, progressive, diplomatic, socially aware,
persuasive, dominant, humorous, generous, accepting, vigorous, fair and controlled.

After many lifetimes in and out of every sign around the Great Wheel, the revelation
of the Sun ultimately bestows full sensitivity and personal awareness of the hopes,
wishes and dreams of the Lower Self. In time, some form of personal destiny, fame
and fortune is sought by the Sun type and eventually attained. What is finally
produced is a dominant selfish personality expression. At the apex of emotional
development they express some obvious flair, style and taste. Working hard at
playing a special part in their unique way, the mature Arietian becomes star-like,
radiating a bright legacy. The Arietian in this decan governed by the Sun, like those
born under the sign of Leo, make good artistic performers, singers, athletes or actors
shining in stadiums, the arena, movies, theater and stage. A quick glance at famous
movie stars of the 20th century shows this to be true. Consider for example Debbie
Reynolds, Doris Day, Betty Davis, Spencer Tracy and Gregory Peck, all of whom
were born under the central decan of Aries. Again the superimposition and
dominance of the Sun-ruled emotional decan over the Mars-ruled physical decan
bestows a tremendous brightness and positivism of a new type. A sense of power
grows, they develop importance and influence, and a full-blown star is born.

Step Three. Mental Man
April 11th to 20th
Jupiter

Passing now away from the development of the emotional body upon the astral
plane, the mental plane comes next for the Ram and eventually, at the acme of the
third stage the right use of the intellect is his outstanding achievement. At the first
step of this period, the mind becomes the receiver of impressions from the outer
world via the five senses and the brain. This is a negative condition whereby the
modifications of the thinking principle are brought about through the impacts of the
external world and the reactions of the Ram to the emotional plane. In the first stage
of mental development the mind possesses only a vague diffused awareness,
unidentified with any definite form of focus. The second aspect of the mental period of
development commences when the Ram's young mind is developed enough to begin
to initiate its own activities, and when the intellect becomes the dominating factor and
the individual becomes highly responsive to the thought currents of the mental plane.
It is Jupiter which produces the ultimate expression of self-conscious personality
existence. Under this expansive stimulation the Arietian mind begins to awaken and
steadily becomes increasingly self-aware. The Ram brings the mind to bear upon
information gained, sets his own individual stream of consciousness, formulates his
own thoughtforms, as well as registering those of others. Superimposing itself on
other people and things, the mind growing in its own power becomes the dominant



factor overshadowing the entire personality expression. Ultimately, through this
expansive unfolding process an intellectual grasp of environing conditions is fostered,
a personal agenda formulated and definite plans made.

In the interim period of mental evolution however, the semi-educated Arietian is
blindly conservative, intolerant or bewildered by superior persons and does not
endure or countenance any person who holds different values or beliefs. The
recessive mind of the Ram is ready to strangle every new truth which happens to
knock for admission. Also on the negative side, Jupiter fosters great mental pride and
does lead to undue exaggeration and inflation of the personal ego which in turn leads
to falsification, the tendency to stretch the truth and embroider the facts, and
sometimes to pathological lying. This same stimulation inclines the Ram towards
shallowness, fanaticism and callous indifference. Striking portraits of unevolved
mental types are revealed in the unmitigatedly selfish activities of miserly husbands,
bosses, deranged housewives, fraudulent schemers, dangerous demagogues and
brutal bullies. Needless to say, their erroneous ideas, wrong thought, wrong actions
and wrong speech have a devastating effect on friends, family and associates. An
ability to see through, understand or overcome personal delusions is simply not yet
actuated. At the preliminary phase of mental growth, the Aries man or woman is
incapable of reasoning outside of the deprived uniqueness of their childhoods or
traumatic personal life experiences. Remaining anomalistic, iconoclastic, ungenerous,
and dishonest with themselves, they secretly and selfishly guard away their hidden
treasures and wealth. They are able to excuse themselves and their actions by
means of self-induced rationalization.

On the positive side, the Aries mental disposition is best described as engaging,
outgoing, attractive, magnetic, good natured and freedom loving. The advanced
mental type is well traveled, educated and exceptionally bright. This sign eventually
produces eloquent, powerful and persuasive minds which are capable of exciting
enthusiasm in others. In these cases the mental body becomes quite expansive and
develops great imaginative range. It is in oratory and teaching that many Arietians
find excellent scope for their exuberant mental energy. Their speaking and writing
expression is Jupiterian in its free and flowing style, abounding in descriptive
illustration and evocative phrases with rhythmic cadences. This is ideally suited to the
entrepreneur, all manner of sales positions, marketing, public relations or inspirational
speaking at pulpit, podium or platform in service of a chosen 'crusade'. With its
rousing style of extempore address, measured swings and flights of eloquence, this
speaker may be inspirational even if grammar and style are defective and even if the
ideas behind the words are illogical. Based on singular efforts and seemingly
independent of anyone, the formation of real character begins to emerge, ejecting the
Ram from the proverbial flock of sheep. Actually they eject themselves from the
conventional social mold or fabric by 'going it alone', and in so doing Aries people
eventually become highly successful worldly icons convincing in their own right. This



is accomplished through the ongoing process of constant battle, crisis, strain and
struggle.

Once Arietians have attained worldly success upon the Ordinary Wheel, they look
down upon other people from their powerful positions. Outside of their immediate
sympathies they will not lift a finger to help anybody or anything. The Aries mind loves
to exercise military type authority, control and power over lesser minds. Within the
limited scope of personal power and the range of personal desire therefore, the
power to influence, sway, guide and hold others is gained. They love to be admired or
adored. They love nothing more than to exercise their persuasive minds when people
seek their advice. They are good at giving someone else a piece of their own mind,
so to speak, but give little else. They express at times, a truly elitist contempt for
others and belittle those less successful and fortunate. A real handsome, strong,
rugged, superior individualism emerges here along with a rough but perhaps
dangerously disengaging maverick quality. A magnetic, charming character bent on
going its own way and doing its own thing comes to the forefront. Some women
cannot help but be attracted to—and are often abused by—this type of man. The
male of the sign will relish having a cause to fight for and delight in being a woman's
champion, defending and protecting her with his full strength, wealth, honor, personal
code of honor and power. In this way he proves his virility, masculinity and machismo.
The female Arietian on the other hand, will fight to insulate, protect, heal, nurture,
shield and guard her man, thus proving the potency of her femininity. In both sexes,
individual life-purpose is still totally centered in the realm of personal selfish desire,
with the formulated intention of its own satisfaction and assuagement. Jupiter's
influence also fosters the development of the 'wish-life' with its objective of dream
fulfilment. These dreams are concerned with personal happiness, passions, comfort
and wealth leading eventually to nothing less than the attainment of consummated
desire of all and everything on the physical plane.

Thus do dominant Aries personalities come into being and find themselves; they
discover the distinction between their true self and the personality equipment
employed; they finally become conscious of vocation in the true sense of the term.
Paralleling this sequential development is the slow inner growth of soul awareness. At
the advanced mental stage the law of actions and their consequences, the inevitable
harvest of the fruits of our deeds, is now beginning to be understood. Once the Ram
has a well-founded belief in these principles he or she automatically avoids doing
wrong and becomes properly oriented, guided and motivated. Although Jupiter does
ultimately guarantee the satisfaction of selfish personality desire and material
ambition, philanthropy will begin to occupy the foremost place in the mind where
previously only professional zeal and a keen appreciation of personal glory had
reigned supreme. In the final analysis, Jupiter spells release from negativity and blind
unintelligent acceptance. Especially in situations where civil or religious freedom is
being curtailed, the insightful mind of the Ram will be found actively engaged. What is
demanded of the Aries man or woman at the advanced mental stage of personality



development is not acquiescence and acceptance, but rather correct activity and free
choice based on the separation of the good and high values and truths from the low
and undesirable.

At their best, advanced Arietian personalities are highly educated, widely-traveled,
multi-lingual, international, cosmopolitan, refined, enthusiastic, interesting, versatile,
diplomatic, caring, positive, open, affectionate, independent, intuitive, responsible,
innovative, skillful, technically competent, proficient, organized, generous, honorable,
fair, controlled, inspirational, expressive, socially adept, pragmatic, goal-oriented,
sincere, good-natured, lively, successful, magnetic, colorful, visionary and
imaginative. An integrated Ram personality demonstrates a lucidity of clear
perception and an inclusiveness which aspires to a comprehensive point of view. A
real tact has been evolved along with wonderful manners, good taste, etiquette,
tolerance, patience, serenity, empathy, sympathy and compassion. The power to
teach and illumine is gained along with an ever expanding and unfolding love of
knowledge, wisdom and truth. This increases receptivity and impressionability, thus
cultivating an exquisitely developing artistic sensitiveness. The Aries male emerges
as a gentleman; perhaps a veritable diamond in the rough, but a real gentleman
nonetheless. The refined Aries makes a truly wonderful and accomplished host or
hostess loving to entertain, party, dine or feast at home. In this way, if you can tolerate
their personal manner and charisma, they are truly generous and magnanimous to
friends and family. The finer things in life—such as art, wine, food or beautiful women
—are appreciated, sought after, enjoyed and collected. This serves to reinforce the
ego's sense of itself and its own self-conscious importance, identity and tastes.
Jupiterian mental enhancement of the thinking process produces an efficient, precise
mind capable of organization and understanding. Eventually this mind blossoms into
a realm of fruitful and useful stimulating activity in the world. As we can see then, the
Ram emerges from the fold eventually arriving at an intelligent understanding and a
life directed by purpose, forethought and planning instead of blind, unintelligent
acquisitive grasping. The cycle of feeding ardent desire, engaging in constant worldly
undertakings and securing material advantages begins to wane and comes to a
close. The blind process of evolutionary acquiescence becomes an increasingly
conscious effort. It is Jupiter that reveals to us the method whereby the instinctual
nature is transmuted and sublimated into real intellect. Why is this so? Because the
intellect unfolds here as the result of applied life-stimulation, the basic expansive
evolutionary urge, the normal processes of living and wide experience through
diversified contact with the environment. Rapid growth away from the teaching and
training of childhood is typical of the mentally advanced Arietian. Rapid assimilation of
fresh ideas, always being at the forefront of progress in their field of work, and active
sympathy towards new thought, are the benchmark traits of the mentally polarized
and integrated Ram personality. As writers they are capable of rising above the
mundane and approaching universal themes.



After a vast cycle of lifetimes of garnered experience upon the Wheel, when the Ram
finally succeeds in climbing the mountain of vision the perspective changes and the
horizon enlarges. As the three-fold personality has now been integrated into one
coherent functioning unit, the Ram can now direct, co-ordinate and control personal
thought, feelings and actions. The concrete mind is fully unfolded and reaches its
apotheosis during the high water mark of the third period, signaling the advent of the
dawning of the spiritual intuition and the nascent awakening of the synthetic powers
of the higher or abstract mind. The Ram must now prepare to end the cycle of the
closed self-centered life and open the door wide to spiritual energy. The Arietian
moves forward along the Path of Life now by subjecting him or herself to the purifying
process of what is termed the "burning ground" of the soul. (EA, p.95) This is the
beginning of the period wherein the Ram changes life direction, purpose and method
of working. When the fires of the personal or lower concrete mind are sufficiently
intense, the metaphorical "jungles of experience" begin to be "set on fire" to
eventually on the Reverse Wheel, disappear in the 'Egoic flames' of the soul. (EA,
p.95) With rapidity the dense fogs of personality illusion begin to dissipate, allowing
ever increasing soul light to pour through. Only at this point does the future Way
stand clear and unobstructed vision is attained. Through this process the Ram
becomes aware that there is a divine Plan which underlies all fiery experiences and
that these fires are in fact literally the living, moving, breathing, active, creative and
formative agent. Attainment of this realization is the entry point or portal for the
fortunate Ram seeking the path of true happiness, profound meaning, unfettered
enlightenment and transcendence. With down-turned horns it is now time to knock
with true headstrong power for admission at the door of Initiation and request entry.
New challenges now await, fresh battles and glorious new spiritual warfare
eventuates as the Ram prepares to conquer the heavenly citadel of the Self and 'take
heaven by storm'.



Aries
On the Reverse Wheel
March 21st to April 20th

And the word said: | come forth, and from the plane of mind | rule

Decanates
First decan Jupiter March 21st to April 1st
Second decan Sun April 1st to 10th
Third decan Mars April 11th to 20th

Step Four: Man the Aspirant
March 21st to April 1st
Jupiter

Upon the Wheel of Discipleship the first sign is entered via Jupiter in the first decan,
the Sun in the second and Mars in the third decan. Jupiter indicates this stage is
marked by steadily growing group awareness, which is viewed as a field of
opportunity, a sphere of service and as a place where sacrifice for the good of all
becomes gloriously possible. In fact, your immediate initiatory task is to discover that
group of fellow co-workers with whom you must tread the Path of Initiation, so
cultivate your group relationships. Despite many areas of mastery, an inquiry and
investigation into human nature must remain your central concern.

Upon entering the Probationary Path you are required to educate yourself in the
process of using all forms of knowledge in reference to your conscious self-aware
Identity and not just to the world of natural phenomena. As a probationary disciple
you now begin the quest for the door of Initiation and strive for that which will be
contacted after passing through that door. You now begin to face new spiritual
adventures, treading the path which leads away from conventional existence and
normal human evolution. Right interpretation of the spiritual revelation bestowed upon
you is the first essential prerequisite. Everything you have learned must be applied to
the recognition of the Self, the Knower, the Beholder and the Observer. When this
begins to happen, recognize that you are in process of transmuting your life
experiences and garnered knowledge into real wisdom. The subjective tests concern
your ability to demonstrate the wisdom that the many previous rounds or cycles of
form experience have taught.



Quialities that you have garnered and expressed through countless lifetimes upon the
Ordinary Wheel are capable of re-acquisition at will, for they are now held just below
the threshold of consciousness. Come to know your spiritual capabilities well and
become aware of what you can and cannot do. Definite equipment has been acquired
and a strong mechanism created which has great facility. Use it well. Your prime
objectives are non-material so do not forget them.

The spiritual entity within your personality is now in process of awakening you to your
soul powers, responsibilities, relationships and purpose. You will be tested on your
ability to identify with all that lies outside of form experience and become, as a
consequence of this process, increasingly free from identification with the material
world and the physical plane. Your job is to live and work in the world of form in
recognition of the ideas and concepts that lie behind every form. It is Jupiter which
fosters a new spiritual awareness and stimulates the conscious unfoldment of divine
recognitions. It ever serves to strengthen the sense of core identity and it is this
centralized reinforcement of essential identity which greatly contributes to your
process of spiritual withdrawal, abstraction and detachment from the non-essential
aspects of the material side of life and for that matter, the limitations of form-life in
general.

Your mental activities are now to be used to direct a life pattern and a life service,
planned, programmed and directed. The emerging vision of the divine Plan as it
exists in Reality will increasingly bring itself to the forefront of your consciousness.
What is unfolded is a far-sighted vision in sharp contrast to the shortsightedness,
even blindness earlier exhibited under Mars. You will find that your capacity to work
with greater rapidity and mental coordination is accelerated and potently increased.
Your immediate task is to develop the power to visualize, train the mind to intuit reality
and rightly interpret that which is seen. Some revelations of the purpose of the ideas
which underlie all effort on behalf of humanity are perceived, and the impulsive
energy of ideas coming to you from the abstract mind begin to illumine your lower
mind, animating your personality. Initially this will tend to upset your time-sense. This
is only natural because you have taken the first step on the path of timelessness.
Concentrate on the ability to offset the limitations of time as a cognitive condition. The
demonstration of spiritual speed and the beginning of the ability to overcome the
ordinary constraints of time signify that you are ready for initiation.

Jupiter bestows upon you the gifts of Expansion, Wholeness, Unity, Livingness,
Being, Wisdom and Love. Essentially speaking, an expanding series of inclusive
recognitions awaits you, an aspirant to Truth. A true spiritual compassion is generated
while a deep and sincere sense of joy, optimism and altruism becomes wisely
unfolded and actively expressed. Your outstanding quality should be beautiful loving-
kindness. Great compassion must be generated for that which in other people is
loathsome, evil, vicious or menacing. Great courage is necessary to overcome all
negativities in order to put into action the spiritual practice of the doctrine of Love. The
soul relies on a deep reserve of courage as a result of the garnering of broad



experience and earned convictions upon the Mutable Cross. Magnify your very noble,
keen and generous spirit but be ever alert to overcome all forms of personal pride,
coldness and superiority. Conceit, shallowness and indifference are no longer to be
tolerated in your personal expression. Having achieved a measured freedom for
yourself, give your love faithfully and freely with an open heart. One of the most
painful lessons is about prying yourself loose from closeness to the physical presence
of those you love. Clinging attachments, over-guarding and over-cherishing the
personalities of those you love has a retarding effect on your progress on the spiritual
Path. Remember, those who are burdened and encumbered or attached in any way
to anything or anybody cannot move forward.

Obviously much of your unique inner nature remains unrevealed to the world, but it
does account for you being drawn to strange and unusual circumstances and people,
which you invariably attract. Make use of your versatility and capitalize on your ability
to make friends with people from all walks of life. Do not be shy but use the strength
of your vision to penetrate and look directly into the eyes of your fellow men. It is a
serious mistake for others to think that you are easy to fool, shy, retiring or simply
passive. You have simply learned to display modesty and tact. Although your natural
demeanor and openness is apparent to all whom you meet, away from the hectic
pace of the professional life guard your private life as sacred and seek at the
appropriate times retreat, rest, sanctuary and peace.

Your personality characteristics are far more moderate and temperate than your
unevolved exoteric countertype. Arietians are not thoughtless risk takers and
gamblers who willingly court danger and trouble. Personality selfishness, which was
fully developed under Mars on the Ordinary Wheel, must be fully replaced by the
Jupiterian virtues of selflessness and true spiritual giving. Use the attractive and
magnetic energy of Jupiter on behalf of other people. Think and live in terms of group
relationships and group activities. Wisely and unselfishly conduct all physical plane
activities and relations, relinquishing in the process all divisive personality reactions
through a progressive series of renunciations. It is important but difficult to expel that
which is undesirable in your personality. Undesirable persons and psychological
constructs such as objectionable thoughtforms and ancient astral desires must be
spotlighted and then eliminated from the depths of your rapidly dissipating
unconscious psyche.

You do seem to possess a sense of infallibility and refuse to be denied. Certainly, you
do not wish to be easily sidetracked, go 'off the deep-end' or be led astray, although
this still happens far too often. As well, all forms of personality weakness,
vulnerability, helplessness, softness, excessive sensitivity, a need to be loved,
fearfulness, over absorption in spiritual study, over inclusiveness, coldness or
indifference to others and contempt for the mental limitations of others must be
recognized and dealt with. These non-virtuous traits, based upon an incomplete view,
impede your group work and inhibit future group relations.



Always strive to conduct yourself with real integrity and honesty so that all forms of
disreputable behavior or distrust are overcome. Never give your word lightly or make
exaggerated claims for yourself. Remain resolute. You do not need to be the center of
attention. Realize that evolved Arietians are quietly self-assured individuals who
loathe self-aggrandizement. Do not take offense easily or feel injured by the opinions
of others or by their lack of attention to you.

Express a real philosophical detachment, standing back and quietly viewing all
situations. Just beneath the surface lies a spontaneity which when evoked produces
a welcome insight. A good observer of human character, you can be counted upon to
come up with very frank and helpful solutions. Life experience has proven that only
the selfless plans and actions inspired by the soul will be blessed with true good
fortune.

The love of freedom above all else increasingly dominates your life expression as do
sound judgment, executive abilities and a whole range of broad sympathies. Dare to
become the personified expression of the priest or guru, guide or director, the
magician or teacher. Labor to express divinity more fully than here-to-fore, and strive
to function increasingly as a divine creator in relationship to the Plan and as a
manipulator of the attractive energy of Love.

The physical constitution you are now endowed with is especially fortified and
powerful, has great endurance and is not spasmodic or ungainly in its efforts. Do not
allow yourself to become attached to your own personal comfort so that you hesitate
to do anything to upset it. Depend upon your natural strength to bear misfortune
because you recognize that suffering is part of the path of experience through which
wisdom is gained, and is the only true teacher. In the face of opposition or attack you
demonstrate a remarkable fearlessness, strength and fortitude. In the process you
surmount personal disappointment, depression or rejection. You know that self-pity
and personal sadness must be overcome or you will lose your protecting buffer
against the world's criticism and cynicism, and likewise against your own remaining
residual self-destructive impulses. Aspirants fully realize that they must become
conduits for the uninterrupted flow of the energy of wisdom, compassion and love and
achieve the state of dynamic positivism which will enable them to reach the goal of
discipleship.

Remember ever that your approach to the Ashram and to world service must be self-
initiated and self-implemented. The only assistance that you receive as an aspirant at
the fourth step comes from the stimulating effect of the aura of the Ashram. Your inner
life of instruction from the Ashram and your steady approach to your Master, plus your
life of outer service, comes as a response to world need and not as a fulfiiment on
your part, of some enjoined duty.

This is an exciting time in your life because in all cases, Jupiter stimulates the
intensely forward-looking anticipatory consciousness of the aspirant to the Mysteries



of Initiation. When a true perspective and balanced point of view is attained and some
awareness of the Eternal Now is beginning to penetrate your consciousness, you will
achieve the fifth rung of the ladder and reach the stage of Discipleship, technically
understood.

Step Five: Man the Disciple
April 1st to 10th
The Sun

These words are written for Arietian disciples, tested warriors, battle-scarred and tired
yet knowing that triumphant victory lies ahead. Your contribution to the group is the
gift of a pure and unselfish spirit and a rare capacity to give. No greater gift can be
yours—the driving urge to give selflessly with no motive but that of a pure and loving
spirit. You are wise and experienced in many ways. Sympathy, understanding, loyalty
to the cause of occult truth and steadfast endeavor plus selfless thought are yours,
and these qualities are recognized. This is the time in which you must take action,
and until you do so you cannot walk further in the light. As your Master's work is a
group endeavor, until you take action you hold back your group of co-disciples from
fuller revelation and service. Much hindrance comes through fear. You are immersed
so often in the fear of the moment that the astral turmoil does not allow the clear light
of truth and of knowledge to shine in. Both are yours. Defeat fear, my brother; kill out
suspicion and the children of fear—nervousness, foreboding, worry and a rapid
jumping to dire conclusions full of disaster. How else to achieve your acceptance as a
Pledged Disciple? Achieve that inner poise which faces all that comes in the light of
the Eternal.

When successful a direct, immediate and well-established continuity of soul
consciousness in your physical brain prevents you from being cut-off, dissuaded,
defeated or turned back. Yes, you come with clear vision to battle and face with
courage the forces arraigned against you and the group of disciples of which you are
part. You are accustomed, are you not, to wrestling in the vale of illusion? Be
reassured. When the battle has been fought and won you will wield and command
superior forces, cooperate fully with the hierarchical Plan, and succeed in bringing
order out of chaos. You will be no longer immersed in the world of illusion, having
risen above it. No longer will the chains of past habituations, non-virtuous actions and
negative karma hold you down. Overcoming all, especially the foes and afflictions of
your own mind, you will successfully found and anchor your creative service projects,
schools or institutions on the physical plane. Soul control is the initiatory goal. In
response and living reaction to the call of the soul, you must initiate some definite
form of world service or planetary redemptive effort in answer to your sentient
realization of world need. Take heart knowing that the seeds of the service projects
which you have planted will blossom for many generations to come, benefiting
countless human beings.



The technique of the Earth-weary warrior upon the battlefield is discrimination leading
to right action, based upon the correct and complete analysis of a profound world
view. Through the loyally fought battle you will steadily develop the power of right
choice without hesitation of any kind. Your soul now governs, and its instrument in the
warfare is your consecrated mind. The Arietian disciple does not care for high-handed
rhetoric that hides poor thinking or lack of thought, and is able to intuit what others
think straight out without subterfuge. Your two main weapons are discrimination and
dispassion, and by their psychological exercise you gain the vital and integrative
power which brings your third eye and the ajna center into magical activity.

Subjectively speaking, the central decan grants the revelation of the higher Self, its
Will and its Life-purpose. As the power of the Sun initiates a cycle of rapid realization
and liberation, you must begin to immediately apply the Technique of Fusion to bring
the illumination of the soul fully to your mind. As a disciple your task is to strive to fully
cooperate with the creative service plan of your soul in response to an intelligent
appreciation of its nature and existence. Clear and concise recognitions are called for.
Any wishful thinking must be replaced by a factual cooperation in group work on the
physical plane. Your powerful emotional life of astral desires must be completely
sublimated into the higher creative imagination. As a disciple it is the imaginative
quality of your higher Self which is the higher creative faculty you must employ. Make
conscious use of your spiritual intuition until all forms of divisive personality illusion
are dispelled, rejected and thrust away. Your task is to insulate yourself from the
attractive urges of your own personality nature and thereby—through the medium of
isolation—come into touch with the reality in all forms, hidden hitherto by the veil of
your own illusions. Insulation and isolation of the right kind lead to the right
relationships and the correct contacts with the Real. Insulation of oneself against the
Unreal eventually produces identification with Reality.

The Sun brings increased imagination, creativity and dynamism to the sentient
nature, revealing right relationship and responsibility. It bestows the light of reason
upon the soul, which illuminates the mind and the source of divine Ideas is contacted.
As a result, the central decan ultimately produces a superbly masterful character who
has the knack of finding common ground for agreement among hostile parties.
Therefore continually strive to excel in the areas of intra-group diplomacy, bridge-
building and policy-making, taking on great responsibilities for the support, nurturing
and education of the many different types of your fellow human beings.

Do not attempt to hide, mask or veil the relative inadequacies of your knowledge.
Stay humble, appreciative and open-minded and be willing to kindly and gratefully
learn from anyone who is a more advanced student. Admit your mistakes not only to
yourself but also to your co-workers, asking their forgiveness and understanding.
Leave other personalities to the guidance of their own wise, pure and loving souls.

Do not strut forward or treat your friends and group workers the way Hercules treated
his friend, Abderis, who was torn to shreds by wild horses in the labor of Aries. (LOH)



What you should be doing is defending those weaker than yourself while you stand
alone, strong and inwardly secure. You are capable of doing this because at your
best, you brook no outside interference with your higher purpose and will not be
imposed upon by outside pressure or forces.

It takes a good deal of patience and fortitude to teach you anything because your own
brilliant ideas and creative interpretations keep getting in the way. Let go of your
preconceived ideas, special interpretations, personality integrity, unique methods and
pet theories. Just because you have highlighted and underlined commentary from
your Master's text it does not mean that you have understood its real meaning or his
actual intention. Why do you resist so much and why is it so hard for you to let go of
your own ideas when a higher insight or better way is being shown? Stop trying to
personally defend yourself or prove that you know more or have superior insight and
wisdom when you do not. Are you threatened or do you feel inferior when confronted
with someone else's superior knowledge and hierarchical authority? This is the case,
is it not, especially when the information contravenes your own opinions or is in
danger of exposing your own mental defects, shortcomings, dwarfed vision,
misunderstanding and limited scope? Can you honestly state that you are fully
capable of unerring exposition? There is still much of which you are unsure and
would not even recognize or know to be the truth even if presented with the actual
occult proof. You may be a repository of occult information, multi-talented and
perhaps musically gifted, but you have not yet achieved the occult insight to be
considered a "true knower". (LOS, p.421) There are as yet, critical flaws and esoteric
inconsistencies in the manner of your occult thought and reasoning. You therefore still
mislead, misinform and fail to include.

You have little choice but to attempt to further remove the final traces of troublesome,
stubborn and uncharitable traits which impede your group work and hurt family,
friends and co-workers. Whatever your mission, if you still attack and attempt to tear
down those co-workers with superior ideas, you are lost. Accept the fact that it is your
personality itself which still makes it hard for your peers to tolerate your presence or
your group leadership. Perhaps you prefer the safe comfort of the company of your
flock of sheep rather than the company of peers or superiors?

Spill out the remaining contents of your personal ego. At the advanced stage of
discipleship you will finally overcome all forms of residual vanity, pride, animalism,
arrogance and foolishness. As you know, the more empty of your lesser self you
become the more the Greater Life of highest Spirit will pervade your consciousness,
flooding your entire being with intense and radiant light. In the highest sense become
truly 'opportuneless' based on your identification with the fullness of the Spirit of Life
which is within, without and around you constantly.

The Sun produces born leaders who can attract followers, therefore other people
seek your advice and counsel. You would not be a disciple if you had not unfolded
and expressed to a measurable degree the qualities of love, compassion, wisdom,



inspiration, warmth, radiance and attractiveness. Your developed sentient nature has
become a powerful inner apparatus responsive to the full range of possible
experience in the three worlds of human knowledge. As a cheerful mastery over life
and circumstance is displayed, you reap the rewards garnered by your ever-
increasing selfless group efforts. Thankfully your fondness for exhibition and love of
the limelight is being superseded by a qualified sentient ability to perceive the finer
and subtler mysteries of life. Hand-in-hand with this, your superficial restlessness is
being replaced by a deep penetrating study and activity in the inner world of meaning.

Learn to relax every day, refusing to interrupt that interlude of silence and stilliness.
Simply enjoy, relax, rest, read and think happily but let nothing permit you to break
into the restful rhythm of that period. Sit still, not tense, but quiet and relaxed. If you
conform to this requirement the results may be more potent than you think. It is a time
for thinking about love; for pondering upon the source of disinterested, detached soul
love. Love and quietness, not resentment and restlessness, are your immediate tasks
and in the achieving of these two things you will solve your major problems and best
serve to liberate yourself. Silence, serenity and loving service to all without exception
and without thought of self—these should be the keynotes of your life. Elements of
restlessness, resentment, self-pity, lack of trust and suspicion are perhaps yet
presenting persistent problems. Substitute love for these and all will be well. You
evoke love in many. You have the gift of love. Use that power to love and break your
chains in order to serve with freedom and to go forward in your Master's group of
disciples to greater usefulness.

You must appreciate the fact that the power of the Sun grants you the supreme ability
to overcome and to rise high above your adversaries. Its rays bestow upon you the
nobility, courage, power and strength to transcend the outward circumstances or the
station to which you have been born. In this decan continuous positive effort, blessed
by the light of the soul, is the key to your real success. The accomplished disciple
works with illumination, imagination, and inspiration. Your outstanding demonstration
is to be the evocation of love as sentient response to the world soul in all its many
varied and diverse forms. All efforts of your personality to mislead in recognitions,
retard group progress, misinterpret information and to prevent contact will be
overcome before you stand initiated. As a soul-inspired disciple you will remove the
final obstacles which block the door to Initiation and succeed in penetrating to the
further side of the door, where divine recognitions wait. Then and only then, will you
see clearly, having released yourself from glamour and illusion in the Great Work?
Standing free from maya, glamour and illusion you will have then successfully
marshaled all of your forces with inspiration, insight, illumination, identification and
intuition.

Although "the right of entry" is not yet yours, the hope of free admittance into the
room where your Master works is a present possibility. (DINAII, p.635) In the blazing
light of the Ashram you realize that you have not yet earned the right to pass along
the corridor to your Master's sanctum. A cycle of outer service producing a



readjustment of values awaits as you actively go forth into the world of men, of
darkness and of pain; then and only then, can you return to the Ashram for strength to
continue your work outside. What lies outside the door of the Ashram, symbolically
speaking, is now of greater moment than your own success in passing along the
corridor to the sanctum of your Master. What has happened to you, as both your eyes
"function in the dual light," is that your sense of values has been adjusted and your
own progressive satisfaction has become of less importance than what you can do to
ameliorate the pain and distress of humanity. (DINAII, p.635) When you reach this
stage you will have attained the sixth step and become initiate. You can now come
and go in the Ashram as soul and the need of your service in the outer world may
dictate. You will have developed the sensitivity to know when, or when not, you may
intrude into the presence of your Master. You will find when you have arrived at this
point, that all desire to contact the Master for your own satisfaction or help has left
you. One thing only sends you on the wings of light along the corridor and empowers
your hand to swing open the door, and that is world need.

Step Six: Man the Initiate
April 11th to 20th
Mars

When you reach the sixth stage you are ready to culminate your career of fiery
experience under the stress and strife of Mars with initiative, persistence in execution
and immense energy. Ultimately, this step is concerned with what has been termed
"death by fire" and the release of the initiate into the "centre to which we give the
name Shamballa." (EA, p.98) With the difficult objective of dispelling nothing less than
the Great lllusion itself, your battleground is now the Path of Initiation and the world of
Ideas; hence, the method is one of contemplation utilizing the intuition and spiritual
perception. The dissipation of the Great lllusion and the final heresy of separation
occur by "holding the mind steady in the light" and meditating unceasingly with
illumination, lucidity and vision. (DINAI, p.298) At-one-ment and the end of all duality
is your chief goal. You are to take immediate steps to implement the highest life-
purpose of your soul, and while the resultant effect may be the destruction of forms
on the physical plane, this death of form is not your primary objective but only a
secondary effect. The objective within the range of your mind is the destruction of
certain forms of consciousness which have here-to-fore conditioned human thinking.
Creating and then anchoring a new germ or seed of livingness, you build that which
can house or clothe your living Idea with its conditioning qualities, and when it has
served its purpose it is definitely and deliberately destroyed, preserving only the
essentials.

Perhaps one of the simplest illustrations of this principle is to cite the life example of
Thomas Jefferson, who cherished Liberty above all else in every form. Jefferson
vowed "eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of man". (These



words are engraved on the Jefferson Memorial in Washington. See Jim Walker,
“Thomas Jefferson on Christianity and Religion”, www.nobeliefs.com/jefferson.htm)
The initiate removes limiting ideologies which produce potent conditioning effects in
the great world religions, in world politics and all conditioning forms of human
thinking. Or in the domain of religion they may found a great religious movement, as
did the prophet Mahomet and the leader and lawgiver of Israel, Moses. They mold the
human spirit and work with electric inspiration to promote the illimitable freedom of
the human mind to explore and expose every subject susceptible of contemplation. It
is the gift of Mars, the supreme ally of the initiate, which grants the death of self-will
and gives you the strength to cooperate with your life-plan as it exists in the mind of
the soul. Certainly the governorship of Mars indicates that a consummating
Herculean effort is necessary and unavoidable. Through a horrific process of battle
and strife involving tremendous sacrificial cost, your final victory will be won. You
have been granted the power to successfully complete your divine mission and
conquest on Earth. It is Mars which accounts for your unrelenting determination to
achieve liberation and transcendence from the physical plane. Mars, the supreme
companion in your struggle, grants you the power to overcome the fear of death and
wield its destructive force with love.

It is simple to remark that life is 'One' or that there is nothing but unity. Mastering the
art of revelation and in the process demonstrating that life is "loving synthesis in
action," you must incontrovertibly prove that life is indeed 'One' within your
consciousness. (RAI, p.300) You can see that this is not a simple task. It is your
difficult duty to reveal the world of significances, the world of Reality and of essential
Truth. The subjective tests concern your ability to hold your mind unwaveringly under
impression from the spiritual Will. Through the attainment of steadfastness, mental
equilibrium and durability are strengthened and maintained. A constant mental focus
is secured which cannot countenance deviation from the predetermined method or
path of approach to truth. You are not fanatical, rather divinely inspired, a true son of
Mars, at the fiery stage of white heat. The gift of the final decan is utter fearlessness.
Yours is an inspired mind, a conquering mind, and through its agency all obstacles
which impede your final initiation will be removed. Mars bestows the power of
limitless mental energy through the developed strength of mental perseverance. Your
mind is well known for simple, clear and concise thought. You express in a definitive
and decisive manner; deeds and actions are intelligently directed and powerfully
controlled. At the same time, definite plans are formulated and endless hours are
spent in reflection and visualization before you proceed to act. You have learned
counsel and patience, so you do not impose your will upon others but rather voluntary
surrender your will to the Will of the Greater Life.

Not inclined to luxury or self-indulgence, true to the character of Mars your lot in life
involves the endurance of incredible pain and austerity. Conflict, stress, strife and
struggle affect you not, save to strengthen your fortitude and final spiritual resolve. In
the final stages of perfection your progress is unerring. Prudent, reasonable and



cautious, you are tolerant of every individual's shortcomings and respect their right to
personal freedom. Your line of least resistance is to relentlessly and one-pointedly
pursue your specialized lines of inquiry to the final degree of perfection possible. Your
inner happiness and joy are based upon your ability to achieve your highest inner
spiritual goals. You are generous and magnanimous. This decan embodies the power
enabling you to return to your Source. You have the power to faithfully, wisely and
correctly exercise the Will of Deity on Earth. Your outstanding achievement is the
demonstration of a perfectly directed inclusive idealism. A steadiness of perception
has been developed through the expansion of your consciousness by the process of
initiation.

Aries initiates are fully tested until they perfectly express the virtues of the Middle
Way. Then and only then the reign of a true and lasting spiritual peace endures. Your
special strengths include the power of abstraction, a transcendent idealism, utter
loyalty and adherence, earnestness, sincerity, profound humility, unflagging
persistence, purity, goodness, one-pointedness, single-mindedness, self-sacrificial
ardor, intense devotion, the power to arouse, inspire and persuade, and the power to
achieve the highest possible forms of ecstasy and rapture. A wide range of planetary
experiences over countless lifetimes has resulted in abilities of superior leadership,
control over forces, dominance over multitudes, mastery of the energy of death
lovingly applied, and the right practice of the Will in relation to correctly guiding and
directing human affairs. Refusing to lower your sights, you inspire humanity to new
heights, evoking all that is best in us, shining as a beacon guiding our eager
aspirations. Your approach through meditation takes the form of a one-pointed
application of sacrificial love. Bending every faculty and effort of contemplation
towards that which is required, you joyously sacrifice your entire personality and then
proceed further to lay your higher Self itself upon the flames of the altar. This marks
the consummation of the activity of your soul. The son of Mars, you have now
become the true 'lamb of God' and under the rays of the God of War, the all-
consuming glory of final death is attained. This is marked by your stupendous and
complete absorption into the radiant Life Aspect, and ends all that is implied by the
words appearance, form, color and Ego. Unimaginably beautiful and perfected, the
spiritual life now has no further need of form. A straight continuity of consciousness
comes directly into physical brain awareness. Mars reveals to us that the outstanding
virtue of the upward-moving initiate is a one-pointed, pure, intuitional recognition of
the Greater Life-Plan. Life and mind can no longer be swept into motion by any other
factors which have previously caused soul activity and form existence. You are well
aware that your true home is not in the world of appearances. You dwell in isolated
unity, the natural state of liberated and enlightened spiritual existence. Past, present
and future are lost to sight in the inclusiveness of the moment, which is All. Life is now
lived with utter simplicity, unlimited and unimpeded since you are liberated from the
limitations of time. You now "apprehend [That] which changes not, nor is transmitted,
has not any body nor appearance, nor form, nor color, nor matter, and cannot be
understood by sense." (Tsongkhapa, Commentary on The Mountain of Blessings.)



With true understanding based upon a complete analysis of a profound world view,
you may now say: "I am emptiness and emptiness me". (Tsongkhapa, Commentary
on The Mountain of Blessings.) The Mars decan of Aries not only inaugurates the
initial Path of outgoing, but as well marks the culmination of experience upon the
Cardinal Cross and the end of human experience upon the Great Wheel. Thus my
brother, travel life's Way; work in the Ashram; aid your fellow men, and know the joy
of constant Service and Sacrifice. You are forever linked as a worker in the one

Hierarchy and under the leadership of the Christ and his Successor in a distant
century.

Taurus

On the Ordinary Wheel



April 20th to May 20th

And the word said: Let struggle be undismayed

Decanates
First decan Moon & Venus  April 20th to May 1st
Second decan Mercury May 1st to 10th
Third decan Saturn May 10th to 20th

Step One: Physical Man
April 20th to May 1st
Moon and Venus

Treading clockwise on the Ordinary Wheel the sign of Taurus is entered from right to
left via Moon/Venus in the first decan, Mercury in the central decan and Saturn in the
third. In the first decan esoteric astrologers use both the Moon and Venus
interchangeably. What is meant by this? Both planets express the energy of the
active intelligence of matter itself in its higher and lower forms. The co-rulership of the
physical decan of Taurus by both the Moon and Venus constitutes a unique situation
in the zodiac, being the only decan where such a dual rulership exists. Both planets
are exceedingly potent here because the Moon is exalted in Taurus while Venus is
the natural ruler. The Moon expresses the basic intelligence of matter and form while
Venus is the expression of intelligent life. Here the intelligent life of the soul and the
basic intelligence of matter itself meet, blend and fuse. On the Involutionary cycle of
material development their combined energies are experienced by the incarnated
human soul as instinctual mind, selfish desire and personal affection. It is the
feminine principle in Nature which binds the undeveloped soul to form through
identification with matter. In other words, at the first stage in Taurus the Egoic aspect
of the human being identifies itself as the form. The early stage is the period of
attachment to the seen, the known and the familiar external, objective forms. The
influence of Moon and Venus combines to condition the entire material outlook on the
primitive constitution, which is so solidified that it automatically creates a barrier to the
entry of impulses and vibrations that are too high, and the etheric body is capable of
little response, not yet susceptible to impact or sensitive to impression.

As a general rule, true to the combined influence of Moon and Venus, the figure is
sturdy, stocky, thickset, often plump, with rather short limbs relative to the general
size of the body. This dual rulership gives proportions of a generous scale usually of
average to above-average height and stature. As astrologers know, Taurus rules the
throat, neck and shoulders so here one generally finds shoulders of great breadth
and strength. The Bull appears capable of withstanding whatever strain may be



placed upon him. The neck itself is characteristically short and wide, but the more
feminine type is of slighter build and has more delicate sloping shoulders possessing
a well-formed arched neck which is long rather than full. In these cases the voice is
higher in pitch than the usual more full and round tones, although still sweet and
musical. The voice is very sonorous, rich and pleasing to the ear both in speech and
in song.

The blended influence of the Moon and Venus means that the average Taurean is an
exceedingly pleasant person, often possessing a natural physical beauty and
graciousness. The gifted physical type is bestowed with a wondrous beauty,
seemingly perfect features, pleasantness and handsomeness beyond their fellows.
Their voices are particularly melodic and sweet, possessing a very engaging address.
Great beauty and an almost perfect body can richly endow female Taureans. They
appear as pure Aphrodites, harmoniously proportioned, symmetrical and graceful.
Male Taureans have strong, thick, well-formed backs, wide shoulders and are slender
in the hips. Well-shaped or beautiful noses which tend to be short, fleshy and
sometimes appearing with a characteristic flair of the nostrils. The Taurean forehead
is typically broad and short rather than long, narrow or high. The general shape of the
face is indicated by the combined influence of the Moon and Venus. Facial lines are
square with flat planes indicating some force of character. The expression of the eyes
is characteristically mild, Venusians being exceedingly gentle, soft and affectionate.
This is not to say that they cannot be roused to anger on occasion. Their color is
often dark brown, jet or opal black, but we find many different eyeshades from topaz,
hazel to the most beautiful emerald and forest greens. The mouth is generally large
but shapely with the lips very Venusian, that is, full and voluptuous. Typically the chin
is strong and the jaw rather square but not necessarily prominent. Rich masses of
glossy brown, chestnut or black hair are typical although we also find very blond,
albino or other exceedingly fair examples. Whatever the color, the hair is generally
straight, very thick or silky. The hair is often distinguished by waves, crinkles and
ripples. Inconveniently placed cowlicks are not uncommon and the hair often has a
projecting lock or tuft-like growth above the center of the forehead in curious
correspondence to the tuft between the bull's horns.

At the early physical stage the Bull is known for a dogged disinclination towards
strenuous exertion of any kind. We can always count on the primitive Bull to take the
path of least resistance. It is said that the glamour of illusion tempts us to the path of
inertia. Unevolved Taureans prefer to keep good things for themselves, so in the early
stage this translates into an unwillingness to work hard or make the necessary
sacrifices to move forward. The indolent cow, to speak in symbols, is well noted for a
placid complacency which negat