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In the wake of the compilations of alchemical texts printed and published on the Continent, Elias Ashmole added to the stock of alchemical lore by compiling a volume of British alchemical texts, noting that, although English alchemical authors were greatly esteemed on the Continent, they were neglected in their own country. Some 30 works are included, ranging chronologically from the works of Sir Thomas Norton and Sir George Ripley - among England's most famous medieval alchemists - to a work by William Backhouse, alchemist and tutor to Ashmole.   
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Elias Ashmole's Theatricum Chemicum Britannicum (1652)

	Elias Ashmole (1617 - 1692) rose from humble origins to become a prominent antiquarian, mathematician, astrologer, and alchemist. 

The son of a Lichfield saddler, Ashmole was originally earmarked for his father's trade. Through the intercession of a maternal cousin he moved to London and studied law, eventually establishing himself as a sollictor in 1638. A series of favorable marriages provided Ashmole with a measure of independence from his legal practice. In 1660, he abandoned his career entirely and accepted a post as Court Herald for Charles II, a position he received as a reward for his services to the Crown during the English Civil War. 

Ashmole's passion for scholarship helped him to renew interest in the study of heraldry, and his love of arcane knowledge facilitated friendships with leading figures in other disciplines, such as astrology and alchemy. Ashmole collected many natural curiosities and historical artifacts, and later donated his entire collection to Oxford University, where it remains to this day. His wide-ranging interests included history, theology, natural philosophy, and the occult sciences. 

Ashmole, himself a prolific writer on many topics, believed in the unity of all knowledge and therefore, did not perceive his various pursuits as intellectually distinct. His famous alchemical anthology, Theatrum Chemicum Britannicum (1652) demonstrates Ashmole's attempt to connect the spiritual and physical worlds. In the prolegomena, Ashmole lauds the true "philosopher" who loves wisdom more than gold, and inquires into the "excellent Operations" of Heaven and earth as an act of piety, rather than of personal gain. Ashmole believed that meticulous study and extensive meditation on the ancient alchemical treatises could uncover eternal truths that would ultimately bring one closer to God. This belief in the oneness of truth owed a great deal to the writings attributed to Hermes Trismegistus, the legendary tutor of Moses, whose wisdom had supposedly been lost through the ages. The figure of Trismegistus linked Revelation to the classical learning of Greco-Roman antiquity as equal parts of the same, universal truth. 

Ashmole's veneration of the study of nature as a means of spiritual enlightenement appealed to many thinkers of his day, Sir Issac Newton, an admirer of Ashmole, spent most of his life searching for the Philosopher's Stone described in the prolegomena of the Theatrum. the following text is scanned from Newton's own copy of Theatrum Chemicum Britannicum, which belongs to Van Pelt Library, University of Pennsylvania. 


	
	--Dale Bowling
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All Ingenioufly Elaborate Students ,
In the moft Divine MyfReries of

Hermerigue Learning. .

B Hle Subje@ of this enfuing Worke, i a Philofo-

phicall accomnt of thie Eminent Secret. treafi’d
pi the bofoms of Nataes which bath beex fonghe
for of Many, but found by a¥ew, sotwislflanding
Experiencd Antiquity farh afforded faithfull
(ehoigh ot frequent) Dicoverics chereof. Paft
Ages have ike Rivexs conveied downe to s, (npon the flute,) the
marelight, wrd Sophiltcall pieces of Lestning ; but what were
Profound wnd Milterious, tbe weight wnd falidity thereof, finke 10
the Bostome ; PPbence every one Who sttemspts to dive, canot eafly
Sfetch them #p o, that what awr Savione faid o b Difciples, may
(U ope withat offence) be [paken to tho Elefled Sons of Att ; Unto
youitisgiven to knowthe MylReries of the Kingdorne of God;
but to othiers in Parsbles, that feeing they mighe not fec, and hea-
ring they might not underftand,

Owr Englifh Philofophers Gererall, (like Prophets ) have re:
ceived litele honoue (wnk[[s what bhath beens. privasely. paid. them)
intheir owne Countrey ; nor fve they done any mighty Workes
amonglt us,except incovirtly adminifiring their Medicing 1o a few
Sick, ahealing them. ( For greater Bxperiments then What it per-

(one of the frft foure Fcllowes of the FrateesR. C.) in curing the
young Earle of Norfolke, of he Leprofic ; and Dottor B in caryy-
ing o ibe virulency of e Small.pos, ewice, from Queen Elizabeth;
infomtich tha they sever appeared, Butin Pasts abrosd they have
ﬁ;lydﬂnn rable Reception, and the World greedy of obreyning their

orkes ; may,(rather then want the fight thereof ), contented t0 view
A2 them.

formes i Phyfick they neven publikely made foro of) Thws did 10, -
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them tlrangha Tesvllation, though wewer. facimperfelhs. #itnefle
what Maiccus, Hermanous, Combachivs, Faber, andmany osbers
hevs_dune;, the. firft-of Which arse. one of Geramsicysia five in
England; pirpofely that be might fo wnderffand enr Boglilh Tongue,
atto Tranjlte Noreon's Ordirallinte Latin ver/e, Which maﬁw
dicionfly snd leainedly e did : Lo, (vo our. foame be ie Soken) bis
‘Entertaincment W tos feo carfs for- o deferving # Schollec.

How grea-a bleofh s s then o u, thit nf.ﬁgn reade o Famous
Awhors i owr Natuall Language bl Stcangers are neceffitated,
20 Reade thensinOuts, tosnderland them in their Own, Yot think,
she digriy of the Subjc, wnch mare deferving, then theie Baines.

If hix e do s ingenionfly Conider, Wefballjudge it more of Realon
that e looke back spon, ther neglet? fiuch pieces of Lesrning, as are
Natives. of aur owne Countrey, wnd by this nquilition, fisde o
Nation hath Written marey or butter, although at prefent (as well
shanghesr e Supincefle, as the Dectees of Fate,) fimw of their
Wotkes aa be found. John Leland toske very wiuch paines, even
1 the yeilding wp o she GhoRt, of our Englifh Leatning, to prefere
it lacelt(bus weakelt, coufe alrmoft (pent)Beesthsand from bimJohn
Bale,with J obn Bits(vwho indeed i s Bale's Plagiary) batls lft s
5 Catalogue of the Writers of this Nation, and tha’s neere all, Tet
Polkcrity for thia isdeeply obliged, What puvifhument then did their
pefilent Malice deferve, Who 106'd s of their whole Workes >

A Jadisions Author [peaking of the Diffolution of o Monalte-
ies, it thus : Many Manuleripts, guilty of no other fuperfiici-
onthen Red letters in the Front,were condemned to the Fire ;
and here a principall Key of Antiquity was loftto the great pre-
indice of Pofterity. Zndsed ( fuch Was Learnings misfortsne, at that
grear Deviafbation of our Englilh Libraries, that) where 4 Red lete
terar & Mathematicall Diagram appeared, ehey Were fuffcient to
initle the Booke so fe Popith or Diabolicali,

Our Englilh Nacion hath. ever beene happy for Learting and
Learned men, and o siufirase sbis, L bope i will ot prove diffaft=
udl,

s firft the Devyd (tbe famons andmyfevions Drayda) that
were Pricits, Dovincs,and Wife mea : and 5ok their Originall and
Name frm Druys Sarvonyus the fonrth King of che Celts, (fiyled
Sapicarum & Augusum Do@or, j who dyed Armo Mundi 2069,

Next.




 [image: image7.jpg]Prolegomena.”

+« News she Bardi, wio colebvated the Tlnftrions Deeds of Famous

Mea, which they ingenionfly disos'd in Hleroique Verle, and fing
thams 1o e fivsers Melody of the Harpe : Amongit other Telimo-
‘nics bereof receive Chaucer’s ;

e old genle Baittond in her dapes

DEvibecs abentires maven Lapes,

R pmed Gl dnher DYother Tongue,

obech Rages, With hir Indruments thep fonge.

Thefe Philofophers 4adtheir Namt from Bardus Druydes (she 5
‘King of she Cels,) Who i the firf# Inventor of Vetles, as Betofius
sell a3 and dyed . Mundi 2138, Neither of thefe Se€ts of Philo-
foghers wfed any writing ( indeed isWas vot Lawfull s for,) fuch W
«the Policy and Curiofity of Eldes Ages ( todifend theiv Learning
and Miglerics frons the Trjery of Tenorant Interpretations)ehat they
delivered them to Poftecity, by Tradition enly.

Cafar tefifies, (andti a woble Tetimony ) That the Leacning
of the Druyd, W firft invented in Britsine, and thence transfers d
vito Erance ; and that, in all bis time , thafe of France camé over
Jatber o be Toftruied. Agcicola ( in Tacitus)preforrs the Britaines
before the Students of France ( notwithjfanding that they Were of a
docible Wit, and aps o Leatnc) in that they were curiois in attaine
g thw Bloquence of the Latin Tongue.

"As for Magick, Pliny tells s, It flowrifbed in Britaine, and that
1t People thire were fo devoted o it (yeay with all Complemtnts of
Ceremony) aman wonld hink that even the Petfian learned bis Ma-

ick thence,

‘oA Gertmane Poet, fayes,that when the world was troubled with
‘PannonickInvafions,England flurifbed in thekpowledge of all good
s and Was able o fend of e Leaxned Men into orker Cosriss,
1o propagate Leatring; and infazces Winifeid (alies Boniface the
Devonihite 2an)and Willebroad(the Notthernie 4an that were
Jent into Getmany.

Nay mare, England was twice Schoole-Miftes ro France (for [o
fith Detee Ramus ) wi: Firft by the Deuyda (Who taughs thers
Hheir Difcipline)and afrermards by Alcunius,in Chacles the Grea's
ﬁ?ﬁ,thvm;h wheft perfivafions tbe Empecous fonndid the Univeficy
of Paris.

 For the Suxonsgs ik no 10 b deried bso that may of then , aftcr

Az their
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their eomerfion to Cheiflinity, were cxcoedingly Lesned , andti-
Joresht, wnch 3 ditled to Suthiaying, Auziry, Divination by hé
N of Hotles, Ghe.. dndtisWorththe E4quivy. ( chive being
e init thenwe ordimarily appreben )why they in Generall worfbip-
¢4 Deetyus [i.e, Dape Eatth ] for 4 Goddetfe, and bowoured
Mercury aboue af vhe Gods of the Garmanes , Wham shey. caled
0008e3, ( hence (AOVNNEY 5o o leDNEROAP? ) For, they be-
lieved thit his Dime WIS Entermedsated in Hamane Affsices
and Relieved the Poore; whofe Io1ge was made ArmedyfPanding
among Blowers,baving in it tight hand a Staffe,ad i it & Banncr,
swhertin was painted a Rofe 5 I the orher Hand & Ballance, and #pon
the Head thercofa Cock s on the Beelk a carved Baate , andbefore.
sheMidle,a fixed Scotchion ; in Chiefe whereof mas alfo « Ballance
inFace, 4 Lyon ; and in Point, a Rofe.s 45 for their God 0ooven
they cfieemed bim as their God of Batile, reprefenting bins by dn
Armed Man, Tnfomuch that wee to this very day retine the Fard.
<000 ameng s, 1 Sigrifie Fierce, Furians, Raging, [ a1 When one
72in 8 greas Rage , we ufually [ay he is Y000 ‘ﬁ Sothe Mercury of
she Philofophers i faddowed inder the fierce and terrible Names of.
Lyon,Drsgon,Poyfon,cic. Bas this s rat All, altbangh it be Some=
thing,

o e et neerer 2o owr Selves s e muft meeds fay tha.
of Later Titmcs ( fice the Conquet). o Nation bath prodced fiich
Famous and eminently leatned Men, s have equall d(f rot furpaff),
the greateft Schollers of erber Nations, and bappy were We. if naw.
e could i partake of thefe Legacies they left, and which Bvy and,
Tgnoranice Jues defranded ws.of : ( Howfoever the fusall remainder
which s Lefi, we bave good reafon 1o prize,

Fo; out ofolve F elvg a8 Ten fapthe,
Tometh alle thig neio T opme fro peare topeare;
B ontof olde Bokiegin gosd apthe
Eomethalle thisDepence;that Penleare)

Thut Eogland hath beene fucceffively exvickd wishs fuch Me,
s oty Yoo Lelad (o nger ot b s Paccial
abundantly Teltifes  who avers, That Generally Wee have bad
gréat namber of xccpliens Wits and Writers,learned With the beft .
“Fimes ferved, who befides sheir kuowledge inthe Sonce Torguer, i

wohich.
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sobich park of Thim ¢xeellidy hire e v Liberall Scietice or aiy
Feate concerning LeSHNIng , in which they hive not JuWed cortainte
‘Arguiments of greas Felicity wrd Wit.And thsis much for the Geae-
caliy of Leaining,

o for a Pasciculat acceunt of the Hermetique Science,vauch-
fafe ( Tngenions Reader) o accept the enfiing Colle@tions, yet naz
oy as 3f sherein were contained i the Workes of s Engh(li Her-
‘metique Philofophers, ( for more aredefigs'din a Second Parcro
SalloW and compleate this il Theat:am ;2ée Which G O D allo-
g e further Time and Teatquiity to ran throngh it, ai Ibave
léady this, Lintend fortly 1o . ke ready for ihe Peelle,) whereby

¢t mart to manifest what Men we have b, 7o Le[e Famions for this
fie of Philofophy, then for all other Commendible Atts and

Sciences.

T adile ary thing to the DXaife thereaf, were but to bold a Candle
Uiefore the Saine ;or foonld T here deliver a full Ascount of th Mar-
wellotss Operations awvd Effe€Xs thereof, it would be as fur beyond the
Uimits of 4 Dicface, i remote froms the Belicke o the gereraliey of e
World, Nor doe I escpeé that all my Readers frunld come with an
‘Engagement, to believe whit I hire Wrike , or that there was ever

ary fich thing in Textim naturs as what we call A Philofophers
Stoier il o adsthm o &, Gl Lo tell hers T have
an

ot the vauity 4o publifl thefs Sacre Serions MyRerics and
‘Accans, s Romances) 14 enongh that T kyow Incredulity is given
to the world 1s 2 punithment.  Zet Zle el thimw what one of onr
Ancient Poeticall Philofophers fayes,

€ poto Sopl Tpficn to nep Lap,

}sn-m therebp pon maie fisde,

RTyat map content your minde :

75 Sofll ot (Bueare to takie oS gibe crevence,
e ill e, here ln Ebidence

Fora
D the ety to e that be Lay,
3 (6l sioe greatlp mysi theplap. -

T profelfe Zkoew. envnigh to huldmy Tonguie, but mat enongh
soSpeake 3 and the no lefe Reall thin Miracalous Fuvics 1 heve
Sosnd e my diligens enci. into. thefe Arcans, Jead e an to fich
degrecsof Admiration, they commend Silence; andforce me tol0fe

my
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myTongue, Tet, as one grealy affelling my Native Countrey, axd
o fm‘;}.zz;m of all lng:ﬂom Anilh,‘lldzrﬁﬂd (for their
#fe) thefe enfuing Colledked Autiquitics ; avd foaklere fay fome~
thing more then they [peakof.

He who foall have the happine ([ to et wich S. Ducltans worke
De Occalta Philofophis, ( Beoke which E.G.AdL. mademsch e
of o which Jiall cicfly back swhat bere I s abont to iy ) may
thergis reade fisch Scoties as will make bims amazd o hinkwhat
Qupendions asd Immenfe things are ta-bee_performed by
werthe of the Philofophets Mercuty, of which & Talic anely and 10
more.

e Andfirf, of the Minerall Stone, the Which ie wraught up ko the
degree anely that hath the power of Tranfmuting any Imperfe€t
‘Eatthy Matte into its stmoft degree of Pecfellion's that is, tocon-
vert the bafiff of Metalls into perfoct Gold and Silvex 5 Elintsinto
allmanner of Pregious Stones 5 [ as Rubies, Saphis, Emeralds,and.
Dismonds, r-ri and many mare Espeviments.af the like nature.
But asthis s but apatt, [o it s the leaft [lare, of thet Bleffing
which sy be acquired by the Philofophers Matecia.f thafull uertie
shertaf Were knaivne. Gold I confelf i a deliciors Object, agoadly
Light, sebich e admire andgaze upowut Pucri in Junonis. avem;
but,, anta make Gold (/aith a incomparable Authonc) isthe phivd
efkintent of the, Alcbimils , fo was it feacce any inteat of the
ancient Philofophers, and the lawefl ufe: the Adepti made of thé
Materis,

For they being lovers of Wifdome mave, then Wotldly Wealch,
drove at higher and more Exccllent Operations: And certainly He
toVobom the Whole Coutfe of Natire dyes- apens rejaycsthaot fo much
thyat be can make Gold and Silver, or the Divellsito. become Subjet
10 bims  that be fees the Heavens apen, the-Avgellsof God Afeend-
ing and Defeendig, and thas I o Noanteis fuively veritten inthe.
Book of life.

Neset, to come tothe Vegitable,Magicall,nd Angelicall Stones;
the which have in thems 5o part of she Minerall Stone” ( Quatenus &
Stone, Fermented with Metalliie: asdEart
maruclonfly Sitile , and eachof theon dif
Nature, becanfe Fitted and Fermented

fe
Pucpofes, Dautrleffz Adatrs ( withy vhe Futhors: beforeshs Bloamnl:tJ
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andfvce) Abrsham, Mofes, s Solomon , srasght many Won:
dets by e, et thewsmoftof their Neextucs they never flly vder-
indeed.any but GOD the Maker of All thingsin Heaven
‘and Easthbleffed for evermore.

Fors byshe Vigitable may be perfeclly knovn the Nature of Man,
‘Bealts, Foules, Fillaes, togesher with all kinds of Trees , Plants,
‘Flowets,hc.and bow o produce and make thers Grow,Elourifh ¢
beare Frui 3 how to ncreale thens i Colour and Smell, ard Whes
andwhere we plesfe, and allthis sot onely at an inflant Expecimenti
gratis, 4w Dily, Monethly, Yearly,ar any Time, az ary Seafon;
Jossin the depe of Winkec. And therefore rot wnlike, bt the Wll-
fut-Tree which anciently grew in Glaenbury Church-yard, and
s forth Leaves before S.Barnsbies Day., yet then was fully
loaded With ther, 45 alfo the Hawthorae there, fo greatly fam'dfor
Jhoating forth Leaves and Flowers az Chrilimss , fogerher Wit the
Oake s New-Forrelt #» Hamplhire thas bore greens Leaves at the
fame Seafon; wsey be fome Experiments orade of he Vegitable
Stone.

Befides the Mafeuline peot of i# Which 7 mrought up s a Sofac
Quality, adsbroughits exceeding Fieat Wil burne wp and deftroy
any Creatare;Plant,c.That Which 1s Luna ¢ Feaninioe (if isms-
distely applyed) will iigate i with its cxctreme Cold : and inlike
mamner: the Lunar Quality benwms and congeals any Avimall, e
slefle it be prefestly helped and refolved é that of the Sun s For
Sheigh by bos are made ot of ome Natural Subllance,yt s Work:
iAuﬁlbq have contrary Qualiticsneverthelefl there i fuchs a nacurall

ance betWeen shews, that what the one cavat doey the other both
can, and will perfaron,

Norare -[:;r inward Vertues mare then their outward Beauties;
for the Solac part i of o xefplendent, cranfparcat Luftee , tha the
Eyeof Mansfaarce able toindare it 5 and f the Lumxc part be o=
posd abroad in s dack Night, Birds will rpaire to (and circulate
‘abons). it aFly round & andle, and fubmic themfebues to the
Captivity of the Hand : And shis invites mee to believe, that the
Scone which the anciant Hermes being then 140 Tears old) tooke one
of the Wallin bis Cell , and foerwed éﬂm:li\uGlllus, Am, 1602.
swas of the Nature of this Vegitable Stone s For,(upor the opening

bis Golden Box Wherei 3¢ Was inclofed ) it dilated,its Beames al
B our
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over the Roome; and that with s great Splendor ; that s overoame.

sbe Light has Was kindled.thercin 5 Befdes e Hermet refufd to
projeét it upon Metall (s« being unwartly of ie)bus meade bis Experi-
‘ment #pon Veronica and Rae.

By tle Magicall or Profpcelive Stone it s poffible todiféover any
Perlon inwhat part of the World foever,  altbongh never fo fecresly
concealedor bid 3 in Chambers, Clofets, or Cavernes of ke Barth:
For theve it makes a riét Inquilition, Jsa Ward s faively. prefenss
to your wie even the whole World, wherein 20 behold, heare,, or
fee your Defice. Ny more, It enables Man tovndedliand she Lin-
guage of the Creaturce, a tée Chisping of Birds, Lowing of Bealls,
<. To Convey a Spitic into an Tmage, which by obferving the

Tofiacoce of Heaveoly Bodicetull becem 4 s Ocacle s Andyes
#bis as E. A. affures yos, 7s rt any wayes Necromanticallor Devi-
lifh; 6 eafy wonderous cafy, Naturall axd Honeft,

Laftly, as touching the Angelicall Stone, it is fo fubtill fairh the
#forefaid Author,that it can neither be feenc, felt, o weighed 3 bne
Talked only. The voyce of Man(which bears fome praportiar 1o hafe
Subsill prapersics,) comses rors i comparifin s Nay the A it filfe is
ot o pemetrabley andyet (Ob myflerions Yonder 1 ) A Stone , that
willlodge in the Fie to Bternity Wiskont being prejwdiced. It buthra.
Divine Power, Celeltiall and Knvilible, absoe sheref ; and erowes
she poffefor wish Divine Gifts. It affods the Appacition of Angells,

gives g of canverfing Wi e by Docames o Rove:
lations : mor dure any Eill Spiit approachvhe Phace where it lodg.
ethe Becanfe it s « Quinteifence ‘wherein there is no corruptible

re:and iwhore the Slementsare mot comaptno Devillcan lay
or abide.

4. Dunfton aals i the Food of Angels, wnd by othersitis
#earmed The Heavenly Viaticum ; The Tree of Life s and # #ne
donbtedly (nesct ander GO D ) whe true Alchochodon,e Giver of.
Yeussfir by it Mans Body i preferued from Corrption, buing
thereby inabled to live a long time wirhout Foode: way “tis miade @
gueftian Whethr any Man can Dyesha wfes st Which Tdoe et fo
ch adire, s to think hy she Poliefiorsof i fowld defie o live,
shat have thofe Maifeltstions of Glory and Erernity,prefented sirts

her Flethly Byes ;but rarhor dfiess be Diolved o to ey e
fullEasition, her Live where they s be comtens with e bar s Spe
Afier.

‘alation,
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“Afver Hexmes bad ance obrainad the Kaowledge o this Stone, bt
gave ever the fe of all other Stones , wnd therain only delghted s
“Mofes,und Solomon,(together Wity Hetmes were the only three thas)
excelld inshe Knowledge thereof, and who theremith “oronght
‘Wonders. 4

Tt there is a Gifi ‘yvmpheﬁe kidin the Red-fone, Racis wil
sollyon s for thereby ( fithhe) Philofophers jaoe foretold things
to come: rd Petrus Bonus avers, that they did Prophefie, not one
1y Generally bug Specially s having 4 Fore-knowledge of she Re-
firce@ion, Incarnation of Cheif, day of Judgement, and that the
World fhould be confumed wish Fice : and this ot osberwife  then
from the Tofight of their Operations,

T Briefe, by the true and various ule of the Philofophers Prima
‘maceria ( for there are diverfities of Gifts, but the fame fpirit)
the perfesbion of Liberall Sciences are made Ryowwn , the Whole Wil-
domc of Nature may be grafped: And ( Notwithfanding What has
been [aid, nuft further adde) There are yet bid grester things
then thefe,for we have feen but few of his Workes,

Howieit, there are but a fow Stocks tht are fissed 1o Iroculate
the Graftsof s Science on - They are Mylteries Incommunicable
1o/ any bu the Adepti, and shof that have beee Devoted even
fromtheir Cradlesto lerve and waitc at this Altsr: dod baw rare-
Ly ach heve becn beard of, may appear by Norton:

Fopfesw (faich be ) opeavelp Dne
X Bl Fificenc Singoomes yavout 1Bed Htone.

And spswere  With §.Paul ) Canght upinto Paradice;
md-b:amnfpuktsh[: Words, /o they, wronghs anoperable
Workes; fuch asit is not lawfull for to utter,

OF fitch as thefe therefore will Igloryyet of my felfe1 will not

lorybut of mine Infirmities. A4 sraly whether fuch were in the
ly or ot of the Body T cannot tell, GO D knoweth, dobz-
Jeffethey were not Far from the Kingdome of GO D,

Bt Ifeare 1 fave viaded too farre s and. therefore now to give
Jome Batticular Account, aftvel tenching rhe Publication of rhis
Wotke, as alfo the Difpofition ¢hereofand the Nature of the Obfe-
Toge Languge wherein s Writter 1 foull i the Firt place acquaine
sbeReader, that the inde Acceptance my former Endasvours re-
ceived as e Fands of Candid Actifts i piblifbing fome Chemicall
Collekions ;very earneftly invind;n ‘10 finde ont 4 Second l;icce

2 whete:
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wberewith o prefent w‘;(, Gratefull Perfouss orberenpond iven:
ded o ally up Jorse of oj i Concepidig i this Sciencey and exe-
pofe.sherm alfo-so he TelX B (1o thir ends. reviewingthe Rhilofos®
Dhers) 1 found, tha: miny (alfming thas Nome) Vorote whas shei
Fancies, ot their Hands budwroiight, awd further then i Appien,
eofion hadue [eene Peojedeion 5 (aniongit: whom our Ripley was
Jomatine Ot 46 appeares by his rgenions Rexcattation, pevcafisr,
ensiontd ) and being trwly Jenfible of the great-Tnjory. fuch:
Workes bave done young Stadeats ( a the firft not able to difbine
gHilhy who bave wriiten wpon their wndeceveable Experience, wha
ot 3 and confiquenaly. vos which 2o follow , er Which 10 aveyde )
withdyew pry Thoughts ( having never as Ju/m,,,/,z.gargaw
ally mpan the Manuall Pestie ) Lot I fiould adde 19 the many In=
Sucies he Wotld b alveay [ifferedy by delivering the bareMed
ley of my Dubious Apprehcafions, Witbust the confident Actelta-
tion of Pradlife : and bejuftly effeemed as indifeseete s thofe whom
Ripley mentions, that prate

‘DE obinHovear of hig 1Boss,
2abichnever fhos chersin 3 trosn.

Yot fillafting abans whas to make choyce of , at length (byths
ivmmlﬂlmml ,,}! *fomse.that are Tndultrious after publi !bcst]ﬁ: )
Connes oy Thoraghts, and i cbam s his deligne of Colle@lng
AU (o asmany as T conld. mecte With). ofowr own Engli(h Herme:
tique Philofophers, adto make thens publique.

“Nor did Tclangs shis Refolution With my Clothes,ratwithfhand-
g the Difficultics 7 fiw, reay to.encounter. and.obfbruit. the Yo-
Geceaking : For, befides the Paincs andCaxc chas was therewmio ree
guiite, the Feate of ne meeting with, or obtaining. tha Ociginsll
Mannfcripts, er Authentique Copies of this Nacuce, (which L knew
ta be in foms Menshands, ye wansing themmy [elfe) Joresodly be-
Jet, thaigh nashing difeourag'd-me : yes was L thevewith, freely and
“blewtifully upplyed by fome Worthy andintimate Fricods pﬁ,.;
“would gladly heve mention., but that I well ko they delight ot to
Jiethisr Nares in Peint. Tefe had, My Cace Wasnesc to difpofe
Shem i fisch a Scrics a1 might be anfverabls sorheRefpeiveTimes,
Whertin each Author Floncithed s and wishall 10 the beft Advantage
of the laborionr Student. the skich I have manag d with o juft an
‘Adcquationyes (Ihepe) Will necher detyat frarm the dug Honour of
Jbe Qe ges diftbe r drken she dirad gath of e Other.

Bupe
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B whilf Tvas ding his, T made 4 Queltion (inrigard  fome
Philofophers bad writ in Vexle , athers inProfe ) which of thefe
Joonldrake Brecedency ; aud afiet fome Confideration adjudged i to
e Poctique pact o Aud that, it only becarfe iss Otiginall mey

bably Anciipate the ime of Orphecs, ( altbongh b be notedby
e iimus AntiftcsSacerdos, Theologus7.4 1 £S5 DoGor
oot G acorum nacionis) becanfethat Linus is fid sobe the moft
Perite of any Lyrick Poet, and /o Ancieat st fome Juppafe him

Maffer o Otpheus, Wi wris that amivable Bllegory of the Gol*
S incce aud was the rfh of all the Grecisus that Lrongh the
Ctemick Learning (with rber Scienccs) ost of Egioe, ds hs other
i il that browgh the Prznician Leacaing tothe Grecians ¢1 1y
o only for that s e Ancientelnd Profe but of Latter fewith
2 e stionssbm b Roetcy bt bin moft Aacicatly ufedwith
Rs,and (s iffrom 4 Grantof Nucee)eld wnguefbionable.

Againthe Brcehont Melody thereof s o ‘Nistorall and Univer-
fli s thapi foemes to b borne Withallthe Nasionsof the World,
o o Hereditary Eloqu:nce proper £o al Mankinde < Nor was this
lor Teonfderedshas e Claimes & Genersll fucceffion, @d Re-
ception, i AlNationt, all Ages, o were et Witkan @ Ho-
er, 1 Virgil,or an Ovid : Nowos shis rwal Segrneat of the World

[England] withont o Rals Celtrnfis and an Hortulants ; Far the
Fiitsf b, Fis Libee Luminum, s s Lumen do Luwiou, o
Yhe Ancientelk row extant in LasineVerle : In he Later of Which, T
cannot omsit this Title of bis, [ Refponfio Rafis CeRrenfis Filio fuo
ierino s Whireby it appeares he was Merlin's Contemporary (s
it it bis Ml bis Abiirale Mylery. Thefe Workes of
e bt Publifhed by Vlecmanaus, bt very Imperfelly , as I
fond: by Comparing thom Wi o Manulesipt, as ancient ds King
Johins Time. And for the Stcond He vas the firf ChriftianPhilo-
Sophet afitrMoricssbe(aveling abroad e retrning bithr i
e Raigac of Willim the Conqueron)becasfe he was the firf it
Teanfplanted the Chemicall Mufes frans remotefs Parts into bis own
Countty,isealled Gatland,sb Goronsm Hermeticam & Poeticam.
B, 0 retwrre o our Matter.

" Ifacither s Antiquicy, o the Nacurll Ratification,Genersll
Suceeffion,nd Reception thereef, were enough o alow it the Righ'=
rend of Fellow(bip, yee 1 fopofe the ERclis theref, ( which fo
offt and delighe the Eace, repyce the Heact, fuifc sbe Jodge:

meat,




 [image: image16.jpg]“Prolegoienia,
ment, and indulge the Hescers ). juftly amay « T vegard Poely bas 4
Life, a Pulfe, and fuch a fecrer Ensegy, as leaves in the Minde,a far
deeper YnpretTion,then What rang in the flow and eventeffe Numbers
of Profe s whereby it won fo mmchupon the World, That in Rude
Times , ard even amonzi Basbacots Nations, When ather fores of
Leatoing ffood etluied, there svas nothing more in Eltimation, dnd
for that we call Rythme s the Caffome of divers of onr Sason and
Notman Poets, fbewes the Opinion they had thereofs whill the
Lacine (noswishfhanding its Excellency ) conld not fuficiantly delight
their Bates, mnle[l their Vetfes (inchat Language, ) were form'd
with an Hsmoriicall Cadence, and brought into Rythme s Non
i the Ancieats wrapup their Chictclt My eries, any Where ey
#hen in the Parobolical ¢ Alluive pare of Poctry,as the mofESactedy
and Venerable in their ER¢eme,and the fecnrefl from Peophane and
Valgar Wits. For fuch was the fmmlp of onr Fathershat they
Wauld it willingly baxard(mmch Jeffe vhrow Jtheir Childrens Bread
among Dogs 3 Ard thercfore heir Widome wnd Policy swas, Firffy

1o fide ont w3y 1o Tesch , and ther s ATe ( which o is) 10,

Conceale, T Word, o prefer Profe befire Roctry, is o stbery ar
ettery then 10 let a Rough-hewen-Clowne, rake the Wall of 4
Rich:clad-Lady of Honour : or o Hang # Peefence Chamber With
“Taxpalin, infead of Tapeflry.

And or thefe Reafons, and on ofthefe Refpet, the Pocticall(as
Teonseiv'd) deferoed the Precedency. g

Howheis probably fome of hefe Bicces ( mow bronght o publiquz
Ligh ) b welnigh peri(l'd i flent Ruine ; and Deltruction.
wcompleate Vistory vver.chem , but that my Diligence wnd Labori-
ous Inquificion refewed e from the Jawes thereof: being almaff
guite Prowmdedin the Dultof Abtiquicy awd invole'dinthe obfeurity
of Forgotten things, with their Leaves bulfe Worme-caten, -Andis
svomley s, thi (ke the Creatures i Noshs Arke) they mere
hitherto [osfely preforved gmm thae Univerfall Deluge, Which ( as
e Diffolucion of Abbies ) over flowed our greatest Libearies,

e in doing ths, 1 prefiase it o Atcogance 1o chalenge the
Reputation of performing a Worke, sesct hiseof ¢ Mans.avmn + and
Jomeshieg mote, iy fhat - (asif hwing che Elixie it felfe) Jhave
e Old Age. becone Young wrd Lively, by reftoring cachiof e
Ancicne Writers not only to the Spring of their feverall Beautics, bt
0 the Samner of their Strength mnd Pecfetion,

eAs
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o Aiforthewlole Worke it [ilfs it iz (hesv'd up from a fo
gleanings in part o our Eglilh Ficlds; where tbough I hsve, befiors.
ed my Tndaltry to pick up bere and.there, what Lcould firde in my
way, yee 1 belivs thare are niany aiher Pices of phis Natte in
privace Hands, swhich if aiy are pleas'd (ous of the farss Ingenious
fcore that Fhave prblilhed thefe,) 10 Communicate to me : 1 frall
fet shercon avalug futable to the Worth of their Eavours, and lr the
‘Wotld knaw izs Obligation to thems befides.

T e Style and Language therecf, may, I confells (1o forme ) foemt
eklome and Unconth, and (o ir is indeed. 1o, thofa that are Ssangers
theressta; b withail wery Sigaificat s 0Jd words bave flromg
Emphafs; ohers may lak pon thers as Ribbifh or Trifles, 4t shey
are grofly Miftaken + for what fame light Buaives may eftcem as
Boolith Toys; deeper. Judgements can and wik valus as found and
ferious Matter,

e Exglifh soeofich waviedons Falions(fuch is the levity of o
Eancies) and herefore if yo viees withiSpellings diferent foom thofe
4 fes or wncontly Words as firangely ridiculous,as.a Maunch,Hood,
Codspicee or Trmnke-hofe ; Fuo Jas shey Were the fafbionable
Attyres, (o thafe the ufiuali Disles of thofé Titmes : Ard Polterity
Wil pay sté s our own Coyne', fhould vre - devide. the behaviour and
dreffe of war Ancellots:s For e mikfbonfidr thot Languages mhich
arecdaily ufed i o0t Difcoudle, are in s continsall Matstion s what
Cuftome brings invo habitis beft likgd for the Prefent whether it be to
vevice Wit is lolk; or introdice (omething BEW. 5ok 10, piece p bhe
prefent, aith the retained fireds of Whitt precefled s B \earned
‘Tonguss(swhich are contaistd swBooks)injoy & moredmmiable Fate,
becanfz sos Subje 2o be Wafbs away ivick the daily sy de andcnrrent.
of Times. Thiy are like the fathion and Ditspery wrought or Mable
Stawies,wsiohmonft éver be retained wichins alcerscions
< Awdflarefore bt the Tt and Worth of heir Workes might
vécsive o Diminution by sy Tean(ription,d purpofely setainid ke
old Words and manner of their Spelling, as I found them in the Orin
ginalls (except only fome palpible Miltakes and Blemithes of former
‘Tranfctibers;mhich I 100k wpon me to corre@ and purge as itle more
shen Litterall Imperfe@ions:)yet ot to Kave theReader wnfatisfied,
have added aCompendions Table , for the Tnterpretation of O'd,
unufualldnd obfolete Words,and herehy fmoothid (as J fiuppafe) the
Paffige for fuch as have ot hitherto bin Converfant in rhefe Ans
cient Rough-hew’d Expreffions. Wheres.
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Whtrefore you that love 1o cosoerfe with the Dead, or onfult with
their Monuments, draw near - perbaps you my findmore benefie in
therm,hen the Liviog;There you may meet with the Geoiiof enr Hez-
‘metique Philofophers , /e« the Language in hich rbey wod dand
conrted Dame Nature, and enjoy thems mare frcely, and s Greater
Command(re fatisfi yosr D oubes)thers when they were in the Fleth;
For,they heve Written more then they would Speake s and lfi thtir
Lines fo Rich, as if they had diffslued Gold in sheir Xoke, andclad
vheir Words with the Soveraign Moylture,

My Aanotations are limited Witbin the Bounds of what is Hilto:
icall , or whae occafionally mft eeds intrench on the Confines of
ether Arts, nd all GlofTes upon she Philofophicall Worke purpofely
omistedsfor the [ame Realons shat I ckof to ond forth other Mens
Children inso sheWorld;asher shenmy oW, And what prefamptu=
ous Miftaks, or Errors, the Candid Reader f5all meet withwill(T
Hope)be Cenfured with o le[e Favout and Charicy,chen that where-
y shay are wont 0 Judge sheFaults f ko shey fteem shei Friends
and Well-wilbers.

And now to Conclude : May the GOD of NATURE be grasis
aifly plesfed(ons of the T Treafiry of bis Goodnels)revonch
fuf alfush(owbefe good Angellsdiret? chers toor bave alreadly Reli-
‘giowfly Engaged them in this MyRerious Rnowledge)rhe Full and Eni-
sire Accompli(bments of a Zrwe and Pions Philofopher, 70 wit,
Learning, Humility, Judgement, Courage, Hope,Patience,Difcre-
tion,Charity o Secrecie:1T hat o they may exjey the Fruits of their
‘Labours, which otherwife Will be bus vain,and unpleafantrand canfes
Iefly vender the Divine Science and Secret it felfe,Contemptible,

Favewell (Indoftrions Students ) and let your Goodnefle fiifl -
vite me to accomplifs the Ead T have propofed ¢ T doing Which, (I
prefime) you may one Day efesme m, better defirving your Patro-
nage; A leaff-Wife, yowr charitahle Cenfure : which 1 all the Rex
compence Expected or Meited, by bim, Who is %

Yours Really Devoted,

E. Afhmole.

26 fam. 165 5
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 [image: image20.jpg]Liber [ed Laicis anges inicitiam
' Liber, honores juvans per copiam =

Et Liber pauperum fugans inopiam :

Liber fiducie eff & weriatis :

Regibus confilinm, docBrina Prelatis -

Et Liber wiilis viris beatis

Vivere quicupinnt abff, peccatis.

Liber fecresum, Liber doni Dei,

Electis ferita, wires bone [pei,

alens conftantibys firme fide:

Ve non credentibus werbis oris mei.

Quaruns Alchimiam, falfi quoque veéti «

Falfi fine numero, [ed bi fins rejects,

Es cupidisatibus bew) 1ot funt infecti,

Quodinter mille milliayvix funt tres electi,

TJham ad feiensiam lti fint ocasi

Nebiles & panperes,infeit, liseratis

Quj noslunt labores, neque temspus pati 5

Tdzo non perficient,guia funt ingrase.

Liber Artis flios docet iffe fatss

Quibus bec percipere dens dedis gratis,

Verficulis propheticis quatnor bis credatis,

Omnia dar grayis divinz fons pictatis.

Hec nobilis [ciemia ¢ftsantum ills dara,

9ui diligunt juftitiam, mente cum beatas

Dalofis, & rapioribus [ed eft dencgata,

Propter peccata tardantur munera grata.

I Tber iffe Clericis monfiras cientiam,

LEREAIRIRRERRBLRBIIRERER

Sape
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His Booke the greate {t Clearkes mayteach,
Buc fhorrencth the Vulgar-Reach:
A Booke thar gets by Wealth) Remowne,

And Boggles at athred-bare-Gowne :

Atrufly-Booke of faithfull-Things ;

Inftrudting Priefks, Advifing Kings:

A Booke that's fitted for the fzace

Of Man, who lives without offence -

A Booke of fecrets given by God;

Tomen Elect, 4 Beaten- Trod :

Availing fuch as conffant be

In Faithand Hope,and truffing Me.

Good Men and Bad, even Numberlefle,

(The latter, bucwithout fucceffe)

Defire the a7t - Butftill(Alas !)

They arcfogiven to Avarice,

‘That of a Million, hardly three

Were ere Ordaind for Alchimy.

Yetmany calledevery Honre,

Learn'dand Unlearned, Rich, and Poore 5

Wholl neither Tendor take the Painess

And thereforeTrudge without the Gaines,

" On whom God doth this 4t beftorw,
Her Sons may hercin fully know -
By hefe * foure-lines youmay believe

Heayen doth all tbin%J gratss give.

This 47 in fuch you only finde
As Fuftice love, with [potles- Minde :
Bue tis deny’d to guilefull Men

For fin protiats the gifts of Heaven.
Ca2

* Thefe fouce
Prophedck

Jines exiraied

ftom Sic Fob
bl of Brid-
lingions Pro-
phecies (bide
Tauo, ¢4

Thefe
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lle fed qni capiet per banc rem honores,
Antiquos mores mutabit in meliozes.
Iffccwmque wenerit, regnam refarmabit,
Virtutibus ¢ moribus, ér exemplum dabit
Sempiternum Regibps; plebs tunc jubilabis,
Et muttio e diligens laudes Deo dabis:

O Rex, hec facturus L-Dewms Regem ora,
Etejus ansilium pro ve hac implara
Tunc regi juito /{lgmi mente decora
Gratafupervenicnt qu4 #en (perabitur hords

Sape 7:; Anglia decorafet ha ves,
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1f they had trufted God alone:
For he that hereby Honor winns,

Shall change the old for better things.

‘And when he comes to 74le the Land,
Reforme it witha vertwous hand :
Lcaving excamples of good deedes

To evety King that him fucceedes -
Then hall the People Fubilize
Tnmuswall love s and facrifife
Praifesto God. O King that fhall
"Thefe Workes ! implore the God of all
For timely helpe,in this good thing :
Soto a Fuft, and Gloriows King,

Moft goodly Graces hall defeend,
When leatt look’d for : To Crawne bis Ende

Cs
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Tue ProuEe me.

O] O the honor of Ged, One in Perfons thee,
5| This Boke is made,that Zay-men hulde ic
2| And Clerks alfoe, after my deceale,  (fee,
Whercby: all Zay-men which putceth |
(them in preafe,
— Tofeechby Alkimygreat tyches towinn -
" May finde good Counfell e they iich warke beging
And greate deceiptsthey may hereby efchewe,
And by this doétrine know falf men from trewe.
NathlesClerks greate feacreats iccre may leare,
Butall Zay men fhall finde heere caufe o feare,
And to beware of falfillafions,
Which Maltiplyers worke with their Conclufions :
But for that I defire not worldly fame,
But your good prayers, unknowne thall be my name,
That no man fhulde therafter fearch, ne looke,
Bur'wilely Confider the flowers of this booke :
Ofevery eftate that is within Mankind
Ifyee make fearchmuch people yemay finde,
Which to Alkimy their Corage doe addre(s
Only forappetite of Lucre and Riches.
As Popes wich Cardinalls of Dignity,
rchbyfbopes with Byfhapes of high degrec,
With' 4bbots and Priors of Religion,
With Friars,Heremites,and Preests manie one,
And Kings with Princes and Lords great of blood,
For every cftate defireth after good
2 And
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And Merchaunts alfo which dwell in the fiere

Of brenning Covetife, have thereto defire 5

And Comman-workemen will not be out-lafte,

‘Tor as well as Zords they love this noble Crafte

As Gouldfmithes whome we fhulde left repreve

For fights in their. Crafc meveth them tobeleeve:

Bur wonder it is that Wevers deale with fuch warks,

Free Mafons and Tanners wich poore Parifl Clerks ;

Tailors andGlafiers woll not thereof ceafe,

Andcke fely Tinkers will puc them inthe preafe

‘With greate prefumption;butyet fome collour there was,

TFor all fuch Men as give Tin&ureto Glaffe :

But many Ar#ificers have byn over-fiviftc

With haity Credence to fume away their thriftc:

And albeit that loffes made them tofmarte,

Yet everin hope continued their hearte,

Trufting fome tyme to fpeederight well,

Of many fuch truly 1 can tell,

‘Which in fuch hope continued all their Iyfe,

Whereby they were poreand made to unthrife :

Tt had byne good for them to have left off

Tn feafon, for noughte they founde but a fcoffe,

TFor trewly he that isnota greate Clerke

Is nice and lewde tomedle with' this warke ;

Ye may truft me wellitis no{mallinginn

To knowall fecreats percaining to the Myne

Foritis moft profound Philsfsphie,

“The fubrill (cience of holy Alkimy |

Of which Science here I intend to write,

Howbeit 1may not curiouly indite.

For hethat fhuldeall a common people teache,

He muft for them ufe plaine and common fpeache 5

Thoughthat I writein plaine, and hoemely wife

Nogood Man then fhulde fuchwritenge dilpite.
All
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All (Haiters thatwwrite of <his Soleme werke |

They made their Bokes 10 many Men full derke,

I Poyfes, Patables, and in Meraphors alfoe,

W hichto Shollers caufcth peine and woe:

Forin their pradife whan they would it aflay,

They leefe their Cofts, a5 men fec aldaye.

Hermes, Rafis, Geber, and Awvicen,

Merlin, Horsolan, Demacrit, and Morice,

Bacon, and_Raimond, with others many moe

‘Wrote under covert, and . Ariftorle alfoe.

For what hereof they wrotewith theirpenn,

Their Cloudy Claufes duiled many Mens

Fro Lay-men, FroClearks, and fo fro every Man

They hid chis 7¢ that no Man finde it cana.

By their bokes do they hew Reafons faite,

Whereby much people arc brought into difpairc.

Yet Anaxagoras wrote plainet of them all

In his boke of Converfionsnaturall

Ofthe old Fathers thax ever I founde

Hemoft difclofed of this Science the grownde 5

Whercof Ariftetle had greateenvy,

And him rebuked unrighefully

_ Tnmany places, as I.canwell report,

Intending that men to him fhulde not refort :

Tor he was large of his cunning and love,

God have his foulcin bliffe with him above:

And fuche as {owed envious feede,

Godforgive them their mifdeede.

Asthe Mounke which a Boke did write

Of a thoufind receipts in mallice for defpights

‘Which be coppied in manya placc

‘Whereby. ha(% beene made pale many a Faces

And many Gewnds have byne made bare of hewe,

And men made fals which beforc tyme iereitrewe.
Wherefore
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‘Wherefore my Pitey doth me conftreyne
To (hew the trewth in fewe words and plaine ,
Soe that you may fro falle dodtrine flec,
If ye give Credenceto thisboke and mec ;
Avoide your Bokes written of Receipts,
For all fuch Receipts are full of Deceipts 5
Truft not fich Receipts, and lerne well this Claufe,
Nothing is wronght bus by bis proper Canfe «
‘Wherefore that Pra@ife falleth fare behinde
‘Wher Knowledge of the caufeis not in minde:
"Therefore remember ever more wilely, (whie.
That you woorke nothing butyou knowe howe and
Alfoe he that would in this Arse proceede ,
To clchese falfhood he hath greatenced =
For trewth is good which this 4rse muft guide,
Whercfore to falfhood ye may neverflide;
But fredfaftly your minde muft be fet,

‘TFals Colloured Metall never to Counterfett 5
As thei that fecke Blanchers or Citrinacions,
‘Which wollnotabide all Examinacions,

‘W herewith fals Plate they make as they cann
Or Money to beguile fome good trew. Kiann‘
But God hath madethat of thisblefled Arte,
Allthac be fals thall have thereof nec parte;
Hemuft have Grace that would for this Arse fue,
‘Therefore of right him needeth to be trew :
Alfo he may not be trobled in his Minde
‘With outward charges, which this.4rse would finde:
‘And he thar would have his intent,

- He muft have Riches fufficient.

-In many wayes he maie not looke

But only purfuc the order of this Boke
Named of  ALkimy the Ordinall,

The Crede mibi, the Em:dn]d) perpetwall :





