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The Hebrew alphabet ls a very dtfferent type of structure than ls the
Engltsh alphabet. This ts true not only congerrtlng the shape of the letters
and the sounds assoclated with them, but tn the very nature and concept of
the letters themselves. In the Hebrew alphabet'the ielters are much more
dlscrete enti t les than are the English letters. Each. Hebrew letter has, asso-
clat€d wlth lt, a number and a definltton of lts own, 'as wiiu. as a written
shape and a spoken sound. In..Hebrevri'\l
modem phonetic alphabet and the i"dgog.

Hebrew Ietters have not only..th(
but also a great many Qabalistic attrlbu
centurles to each of these,letters. The Shape"gf these letters, when meditated
upon, can brlng abqut,a r'6alizatlon of many of these more obscure attrlbutions.
Thts is one of the reasons why i^re do not restrtrctuie. the entlre Qabalah lnto
Engllsh. We can and should"kr.rpw tfre meanlng cjf eaih.word we use, but to
restructure the Qabalah into an Bngll3h system wouid..meian the loss of a great
many very lmpofiant keys to the opetation.of the Forces...a:rd Powers which the

Like most things ln the Qabalah the Hebibw alphabet works from the
lnside out. This means that until you commlt thg alp.habet to memory lt will

6riS'6jii'6if on lhe sheet of the Hebrew
;hould.be.abl'e to locate the letters on
In we speak of the Path of Shln you should
from Hod to Malkuth an,d that lt.Is the
:h, lts value ls 300 and that lts Tarot
en you get to the polnt where these
iyour mlnd the Hebrew alphabet will be
rbntarium .

or numbers as weII, therefore, every
Hebrew word ibq.be bs.slgned a numerlcal value. There Is a part of the Qabalah
which deals extedsiveli'rvlth the numerical value of words and thls plays an

vork wlth the Tree of Llfe.

our lmportant categorles of letters,
Aleph, Mem and Shln whlch are
and Flre respectlvely. Note that there

Is no.Hebrew Ietter attributed to the Element of Earth. On the Tree of Ltfe
Earth l's.alwtiys attrlbuted to the Sephirah Malkuth at the bottom of the Mlddle
Ptl lar. (2) the s.gven Double letters: Beth, Glmel ,  Daleth, Kaph, peh, Resh
and Tau. Thdse seven Double letters are attributed to the seven planets known
to the ancient w6i.fd . "(31 The twelve Slngle letters: Heh , Vau , Zaln , Cheth ,
Teth, Yod, Lamed, Nun.t Samekh, Ayin, Tzaddi and Qoph. These twelve Single
letters are attrlbuted to the Slgns of the Zodlac. (4) Lastly, we have five of
the above letters which are wrltten differently when they appear at the end of
a word. These are: Kaph. Mem, Nun, Peh and Tzaddi. These are cal led f inal

Hebrew letters represent.

llir dala ia th. propany Ol H. W. llinlz.l and lha..lorr ir tlbl.d !c a lrrr'.!.d olrllotsrr.
ior i ( . :Ur!ordir( lorsr to ldatr(o^tainadonthhrh. . t i r t | rb j .dr . th.raatr{<t tononrh. t i t iap.gaolrhirdocu.nt
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letters and they may have a hlgher numerlcEl value when they appear at the'
end of a word than they do when they are *ritteh.ln the body of a word. These
flnal values are seldom used, however, everi wheil the letter appears at the
end of a word. It seems that the use of these lilgher values was reseryed'for
tlmes when a Qaballst wanted to obtaln a high numerlcal .value for a glven word..

It ls of vltal lmportance'that dhe commlt to riepoly..tfre exact shape of
each of the Hebrew letters so that ysu cdn. draw them 6'n4'igs6gnlze them ln
prlnt. Many of these letters look very .rpuch.like other letters ln the Hebrew
alphabet and tt ls vltaliy Important to be able to. tell whtch letier is whlch.
Each letter has, ln addition to lts real numeitgal vglue, an extended value.
Thls extended value is simply the value of the lettei'when tt ts spelled out tn

Is"Sii'61l6'it: Ateph, Lamed , Peh.
l.I.l,"...f.hus"wb say that the extended
,ralues are not of immediate lmportance .
reference should you wlsh to take up
I not confuse these exte!!!e(L VALle s with

When the s pelllng
of a givgn Hebrew letter e in ane of fhe five ftnal letters two extended values
will be. giveq. The first of th€se wlll:usiruse the regular value for the flnal Ietter;
the secon{.wll}..gse the higher fiiia,l..vat.,d to. the final letter.

One labt.poirit.s.hould be made concernlng the value of the Hebrew letters.
It vrIII be noted tti.bt the'value of the flrst ten letters lncreases by untts, the

)s by.tens while the last four letters and
. of hundreds glvlng Tzaddl final the
meration ls contlnued by wrltlng desired
he text. Thus when we come across an
i give l t  a value of 1000, an out-slzed

Beth'.would gqud 2000 while an extra large Cheth would equal 8000.

When wilting the Hebrew letters two text llnes should be consldered:
The bottom tdxt,.line..qpon which the bottom ltne or base of most of the letters
rest and the top'text lihe, or tha hlghest potnt of most of the Hebrew letters.
Note that with the single excepflon of Mem final all of the flnal forms of the
Ietters fall below the bbttom text line.

nfi d.r. l! rtr. p.o9.rt of l- W. Xinn.l .nd tbr.to.. ir rJh.l io a L|Ul.Ld Dido.lra.
tori<.: Ut. or dikloru.o, d.t <ont.in.d on lhl. tl..i ir ftbi.d r. !t r.itrl.llon on ilt. llil. tag.6l lhb do(u6.nr
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uenrr N
The f lrst letter In the Hebrew alpbabet ls Aieph. '  Aleph ls shapcd

The second letter Is"Beth. Note itr" lioaa IIne at the top tapering off
on the rlght as tt nears.the base.; note also thEt the base ltne proJects sllghtly
past the vertlcal ltne. On fhe Tibe Beth ls the Path between Kether and B1nah.
Beth: (Beth + Yod + Tau) = 412'. , . .

Glrde'l

Glmel , the third Ietter , ls narrowdr. !hen..!he prevlous letters , but of
the same height. Notlce the small rectangular. base connects wlth the vertlcal

ni. .Lr. it th. roF.ry ol t. W. Xl r.l x|j rh.r.for. i. ri|1i..r ro . l6rrl.t J OLdos.t'
I d.q odin d on drt .lrd l. o!i.6 r. th. .rrrkiio. on th. iiit. 9.9. ot thi. dootunr

ame width and.helght as Daleth. Note
contlnuatlon of the thtck upper llne, but
ls s lightly separated from the upper

r of Heh runs between Chokmah and

t '
I

I
n which follows lt are narrow letters and

should not be confused. Note that Vau has an almost straight uprlght which
Jolns the top on ihe right-hand itde. On the Tree the Path of Vau runs between
Chokmah and Chesed.' . . . .Vau: (Vau + Vau) = I2.
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Zatn ?
I , :

'Zaln, the seventh letter, has a more curved.uprlght than that of Vau
and thls upright qonnects with the top stroke at the center. The Path of Zaln
runs between Binah and Tiphareth. Zain: (Zain + Yod + N,un) = 67 or 718.

Teth, the ninth letter, t6st<s itte the serpeni for'whlch tt stands
symbollcally. Teth is often confuied- witq Mem, but notlie that Teth ls open at
the top whlle Mem ls open at the low€;r.Ie ft 'corner. On the Tree the Path of Teth
runs from Chesed to Geburah. Teth: (Teth + Yod + Tau) = 419.

Path of Yod runs ftorq. Clies.ed to Ttphargth . Yod: (Yod + Vau + Dalettr) = 2 6 .
'.. +;, 'r i h

a
' 'I.gme4; the twelth letter , ls somewhat taller than most of the letters .

rorlzontal llne goes above the upper
>f Lamed runs from Geburah to Tlphaleth.

'uem 7a
t-

Mem flnal

Mem, the thlrteenth letter, ls often mlstaken for the letter Teth, but
note that Mem is open at the lower left corner and closed at the top. Mem
final looks very much ltke the letter samekh but note that the base of Mem flnal

Ilrir thta ir $. proparry ai H. W. lintlal and tha?ttota la rubj.ai tc a ta ri.t.d Oirdorura,
Ictk.: U|. or dir.to.ur.of d.i. (onrein.i on rhlt rh..t lt rrbia<t tc tha rcrtl.ilon o|r th. !ill. p.g..l lhlr do(u|n.nr
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Is squared off while the base of Samekh ls . thder-cut. Mem flnal ls sometimes
wrlt ten in an oblong fashion so as not to &nfuse It  with Samekh. The Path
of Mem runs from Geburah to Hod. Mem: (Mem + Yod + Mem) = 90 or 650.

. Nun t uun finatf. l
Nun, the fourteenth letfer, Is ea

however. that the base and the upitEht.
also mlstaken for Kaph but it Is lnqch ni
Nun ls often mlstaken for Vau, but Nun
below the lower text llne. On the Treb.

Samekh, the flfteenttr iejtter,' ts. easlly mistikpn'fur Mem flnal. Note,
however, that the lower rlght cornbr..of Semekh ts rounilgd'or under-cut , whlle
that of Mem flnal ls square. On the Tree the Path of S.amekh tuns from Tiphareth
to Yesod. Samekh: (Samekh 't Mem + Kaph) : .1.20 or 600.

Peh, the..seventeenth lett'er..
Peh: (Peh +.$ehl '=.85.

and Netzach " Nun: (Nun..t.Vau + Nun) = .106 or. .7 5 6 .

I
S.amekh

Netzach and M alkuth-.....Qoph: (Qoph + Vau + Peh) = 186 or 906.

thir data r, lfu t.opany ot H.lY. llinBal.nd tharalct. 'r tgblad lo a lttvlatrd oilalor{rl.
Noti(.: ua or di3<loivr.ot dai. (o.iain.d on $lr t\..t it tsbi.<l tc tlr. t.rtri.rlo. od rh. tnl. 9.9. of thit do(ud.nt

I
J

,arger than most of the other letters
the Tree the Path of Qoph runs between
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,*"trrl
t '

Resh , the Twentieth letter , ls sometlme S nistaken for Daleth . Note ,
however, that the uprlght and the top llne join ln o'ne cdntinuolls curve without

..rau.fl
' . .  a . l

Tau, the L.venty-second letter, lb..sometlrnes mis,tdken for Heh or Cheth,
but notlce that the left upright ends iri.a. distlnct foot and that.lt iolns the heavy
top llne. It should be noted tli;jr the medning of Tau is a special form of the
cross called the Egyptlan Tau Cross. On thal..Treb.Ihe path of Tau runs between
Yesod and Malkuth. Tau: (Tau + Vau) = 406. '  ' . . .  . . . .

tlt. &E i. rh. eroF ry ct H. W. fli6tt.l.n/ t||t fot. i..ebJ..r 1.. l6tdd.d oi.doa?..
xotr<.: Ur. .' di(r.ru..dt d.r. (onr.i..rl .n thlt rh{l i. sti..l to lh. t..rtidlon o. th. lhl. P.9. ol lhi. do<sh.n!
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