
WELLS OF POWER

The f irst cons ideration in &awing the Tfee of Ltfe is that i t  has
proper proport ions which should be adheped to i f  one ls to get the best
results &om working with the Tree. A pioperly drawn Tree will be twice as
high as lt is wide. In order to get the proier spatial relationships between
the Sephiroth and the Paths it is necessary to'lay oirt,.a construction format
of pencil lines which will later be erased. Thls constni;etion format conslsts
of one straight llne and four ap's..(see diagiram stefi'#z). ''.?hese are simply
construction llnes and nothio? mol:.:

The ftrst step is to decide..ho\h
divlde this helght by 4. 5. This will.e
ln step #2 of the diagram. Divide th
will give you the radius of'.the Sephtroth.'... Divlde the radius of the Sephlroth
by four and you will have. one-half of the width of..your Paths. You want this
half-wtdth figure because':Bgu a€ going to use..your'.gompass as a divider to
mark off , from center lines, the .outeg llnes of tha .P. aths.

Some sizes of Tree are mor€i'.e a !'ily measured'for than others; a ten
lnch Tree, for example, might look ririefl o-n..an 8l/2 by 11" sheet of paper,
but you s tart out with arbs of 2.222':... " 'bnd go on fron there with non-
terminatlng declmals every step of the way. '
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besides.
2" +4=
t/2"

on the paper make the following cal:
.e Tree from the length of the sheet and
thls quotlent add the radlus of one
on wlll glve you the dlstence, from the

top of .the sh6et, down line 'A', to the center point of arc 'B'.

ExarnDles:".

To center-e-n1tt"''itrch Tree on a sheet of paper eleven lnches long we
would calculate as fo l lowes: 11" -9" =2" +2=L" + l /2" = l7/2".

, To center a thirty-six inch Tree on a forty lnch sheet of illustratlon
board the calculat ion would be: 40" -  36" =4" +2=2" +2t '=4".

. tlfi d.s it dr. a.oc.rtt 6{ {- W. Xi,ttz.l.rd G.ttfotr i' rutt"t to' r'itid'd ttiid'.!r'_

xot i<. :Ur.6.di<|o 'g. .otd. t . .od. i . .d.nrhi . rh.*kfubi .dtorh. .6rr ld iono.t tEr i t | .dq.6. th i 'do€d.d-
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To center your Tree horizontally on the sheet of paper you need only
put Iine 'A' in the exact center of your wolking area- Keep in mind that the
Tree will be one-half as wide as it is high.

To put the Tree on paper you will need sohe drawing tools. These
need not be the most expensive in the world; .avoid..gett ing an expensive
drafting set, but they should not.be dime store junk either. My advice is to
get Just the tools you need at..the tiiilel .bt+t get tools that you can llve with.
In this way, as the years So hy, l'leu.W.rll accum.ulgfe everythtng you need to
do qabalistic drawins in piacticalli:lrry s!??l but Vou gy.gfd laying out a
great deal of money at one tlme. ".,..

Get one that will draw e. Cirble wlth at least a three irlch radius and one that
.has a wheel and s c r e w' sgttiilg.: You need a.strirightedge ruler. There is a
very good p I a S t lc ruler on-.the market which ts-.trnhsular in shape and has
slx scales on it. You do not rie e d the scales , bti't if you ever want to draw
ln ink thls is the ruler to get becbuse yo.u can rotaie...it away from the line
without smearing the wet ink. Get d'-rulei'.marked in fractions rather than in
decimals. A fractional nrler will give you the...ex act marks you need to set
your compass lf you stick to arcs which arb..whole, even numbers. While it
is not strlctly necessary, you should have a ilraftbman's lead clutch and the
speclal s h arpe ner that ls used'wlth'a'Iebdl blutcb. Use a fairly hard lead
(2-H) so tliat. you will get a find li4"e. without..s meating. Compass leads are
sharpened"d-l ago..n a I ly ; use orig 6J the sma$ plastic nail files which are.glven away ai'advei'Elsements for 'a compass lead sharpener" .

,.. ...

Now that we have our. p r o po i.t 1o n s worked out and are set up with
draw.fn.g tools iet's &dw.a tlee. I Take a sheet of 81/2 by 11" paper and
measirre 4'.1,/4" over ftom 6ine. side;at..both the top and bottom of the sheet.

sahe side of the sheet as paper is not
faor straightedge draw a line down the
red marks as gruides. This center line
er your Tree.on the paper measure down
heet to get the center of arc 'B' and the

.",.-. center of the..Kethei ot ybur fii:e,.

What you need rlght now are vdry basic tools: You need a compass.

compass arms:"eicactly two lnches apart and draw arc 'B' as
'slrowri lp'the..illagram. Where arc 'B' crosses line 'A' is the center of arc 'C'
and'.99 on...'Be sure to make your arcs full enough so that they meet each
other dt..the ends. Do not be afraid to make visible holes in the paper with
your coml5ass pbint; vou will need to find these holes and use them as quide
polnts later. '....

Now that you-.heive a center line and the four arcs upon it placing the
Sephiroth upori this construction format is a simple matter. After setting the
compass arms l/2" apart find the measured point on line 'A' from which you
drew arc 'B' this ls the Center of the Kether of your free. Chokmah (right)
and Binah (left) are centered where arc 'C' crosses arc 'B'. Chesed (right)

THa dara h di FoP.rty of ll. W. lirtz.l .ftd ih.nlo.. it st tti.d ro . icttn<tcd Oitdo$ra.

t{ori<.: u{ o. distoe- ol 4.r. dnr.in d on tni. r5..r B.!ti.< to th. r.3t.idion o. itt. tirll pag. ot thil do(ud.ir-
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and Geburah (left) center where arc 'D' crosses arc 'C'- Tiphareth (middle)
is centered where arc 'C' crosses line 'A'.... Netzach (right) and Hod (Ieft)
center v/here arc 'E' crosses arc 'D'. Yesod .(middle) centers where arc 'D'
cro s s e s line 'A'. Malkuth (middle) is ceqtered.where arc 'E' crosses llne
'A'. What about the polnt where arc 'B' crossbs. liiie.'A'? This would be the
center of Daath, but Daath is not a Sephirah and it is'not shown on the Tree.

It v,rill be seen now that iihe ''1,:..c..enters the entlre M.iddle Pillar
formlng the center llne for thq-'Paths.of: Glrtrel-,..Samekh and iau; a" well as
centerlng the Sephlroth of: Kitther; .T-iphareth, Ydgod..and Malkuth. If you
are going to put attributlons into fo. tn Se. phtrotti leav.g.line ''Ar.iintact 

so that
. you can use lt as a centerlng guide. ' Ouiside the Sepblioth.l e av.e line 'A'
intact to center the tlree Paths of the Midcile..Plllar. - '

To avold unnebd'se ary "qonfuslon it itighi'Ug a good idea to c arefully
erase the pencll arcs whicli'yorr'used to place the Se.phtroth. Befue you
erase these arcs check to make.. sure- that your Sephlroth are centered
acculately.

We have already s e e n that t6... 'i't..h." centered three of our Paths
and four of our Sephlroth, we have check'ed tci'nake slre that the holes left
by the compas s fall at the intersections af..linb..lA' and the proper arcs to
prove the posltions of the Sephi{oth.oJ.the..M.t dd I e l.P i l l a r . Kether is, of

l.lS..g...!$e.asuredipolnt and the point from
oth in drafting and in fact.

k the two side Plllars. On each of these
3s centerlng the'sephiroth should Line up
it diaw a line througb all three of tbem.
9". PlJlars, will not only center the two
:ritef ttre remainlng six Sephiroth should
:heFl.

Now takd;.your'ittraightedge and lay lt dtagonally across the Tree
to Chesed. Again all three center holes
.so that you can draw a llne through all
your llne enter the Sephjroth themselves,
:ach Sephlrah. Going dlagonally the
ach through Tiphareth to Geburah and
roles line up. Agaln draw your centering

llnes"bnl-a io.ihe outer clrcumference of the Sephlroth. ti ttre centering
holes left -.by j'our c.ompass on the tlree Plllars and the two dlagonals llne
up you can be.reaSo.nably sure that your Tree is in good shape. Center the

. remaining Paths'.by u'Sl$g the centering holes of the appropriate Sephiroth as
gulde potnts and dr'aw.your pencll line s between the outer edges of the
Sephlroth.

Widening the Paths is one of the most meticulous jobs in the whole
- proJect, yet lt is easy once you get the hang of lt. When the Paths are

Drt d.a. i. d|. Flr.tt of ll. w- iinoJ.rtd ri.r.fon irli.< or LtEi<t d Dirdc|||t.
x.tie: o4 d dsl@(.| .Lo oni.6.il 6 it6 rlRt L stiRt r. dE Grn<rlon o atE iid. p.9. of di. d@ftrt
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given width, as they are in most modern Trees, each Path should cover 30o
of arc where it meets the edge of a Sephir.ah- I suppose that there are a
number of mathematlcal ways of f igurlng out just how to do this, but the
simplest and quickest is to use your comprisF as..l divider. What you do is
dlvide the radlus of the S ephiroth by four a4d this will glve you approxi-
mately one-half of the width of your Paths. (See..F,o'Fortion Note at the end
of thls secdon. ) Set your comp.ass arms to L/Al ahd use the followtng
procedure to zero in.

, . . .  . ! : : . .

To zero in your compasg-put tl
leaves Tiphareth on its way to Kettrer.
until it touches the outermost part ofr
your compas s to the c e nJ.e r line of

linds for your Pdths'ftom the center lines,
check your compass frequently agqinst.lhis zerolngi'rqf&ence to make sure

' that it is holding the same settlng. ....Re e.mber that you need only two sets
of gulde po int s to draw the Paths 6f. each.of the Pillas and each of t}re
diagonals.

Now that you have your"grl'd'e"po'tnt s sbt on the e.dges of the
Sephiroth;..'start wtth the tliee hbrlaontal..Patl.rs"bf Daleth, Teth and Peh.

t because they break other Pattrs which
these horizontal Patbs drawn in.first it
,.urself an unnec e s s ary eraslng Job.
"$iagonals which follow should be done
:ach, using t$o sets of guide polnts as
s will insure that these Paths will line
chances of error. The final step is to

outline thd" remdlnlng Paths using yonf-gutde points, put tn any attributions
erase all ss1$61s1i6nS lines and you have a flnished Tree of Life.

Whei drawtng a Trde.of Llfe there are hrro ways llou can go so far as
P;th. width'is cbncerned. Yori'cair say: "I want my Paths to c o v e r exacdy

''30" of .qlc wh6n they meet the Sephiroth" i or you can go for lnternal unit
Lrs of the Sephtroth by fou to get your
surement. On larger Ttees this rnay'
n Paths which should clnverlte tightly;
3ut the largest Trees.

By far and away the best method ls the one given in the body of this
sectlon where'you divide the radius of the Sephi.roth by four and then fudge
a ltttly by zeroing in the compass. This is the easiest and fastest way to
get a good looking Tree which will stand up under any but the most rigorous
mathematlcal analysls.

'|rr 
4ri. ir rli FF.9 ot {. w. linlt.l.id rh.rdor. h rrli.<t l! . r.itidGl Obdd{ra

ioti<.: ur or drdquc ot d.r. <odi.in.d 6 tltr G.rt b ltict r. rh. dtri<ii€. on th. ritl. r.gf, .l tftir do<Jflrt
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As stated above each of the P a t h s should cover 30o of arc lvhere it
meets the outer circumference of a Sephiratu. This is not an arbitrary figure,
but one based on the internal proportions'of the Tree itself. Thirty degrees
or one-twelfth of the circumference of a Se.phiiah is the only ratio of Path
wldth to Sephirah circumf erence which wiJ. l  al to.w the Paths to converge
tlghtly and at the same time allow the center lines. of'the Paths to cross the
center polnts of the Sephlroth.

Whenever *. 
"on"ia.f 

thb..proportioits c;f..the Tree as meaningtuL
symboltim we must keep in miiid. thdt..many of these.. proportions are approxi-
matlons. The ldea behlnd the symQolism of the Tree of..trife ls, and always
has been, to transmit meaningfuI realizatfo0s, knowirgs and understandings
rather than to stmply produce a dlagrani corr-ect to the hundredth of an inch.

follows:

... The tens.th of the P bth s"'When figued from the center of each of the
two.Sephlroth -Which they conn'ecg'wtll be:

"'... Sirort patt s (and constnrctlon arcs). . " .8 Units.
'  . long'-.Ps15t .. ..14 Units.

Pdt[  of  Glmel. . . . . . .  . . .16 Uni ts.

The length.of the Paths when figured from circumference of Sephjrah
to clrcumference of "Sephirah will be approxlmately:

Short Paths. .. . .4 Units.
Long Paths.  . . .10 Uni ts. .
Path of Gimel. 12 Units.

ttb dn b tli FFtr oa l|.I.tlir.lltdrlt rdor. h rii..rto. ffi nid@tl.

io.lc: ue F dddordl.t d.b @ntu 6 rlE trEi i. sti..r 6 .tr 
'Gii<rid 

6 fr ril. t g. .t rni' ddtur.
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HOW TO DRAW THE TREE OF LIFE
l fe l le of  Pover

the-Arcs

Centering the Poths
n$g g dNloe4ty a H. w. ii'|tz.l .nd dr...lo.. 

' 
qbi.<i ro . R.n'i<t.d oi.doi{

o. dirdo rr. df fit (oclihrd on lhlt tficlr b &bi.d ro dl. r6ri<tio. on th. litl. p.gp

Plocing the Sephirotl

Wir.lening I h e
Step No.5

tothr;
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first
generating
circ le-------- - - - -

second
circ le ------ - - - - -

third
circ le-  -  -  -  - - - - - - -

fourth
generating
circ lg;  -  - - - - - - -

lhr! d.r. ir rh. proF.iy oa H, w. flidt:.l :.d th.r.for. it tubi.d ro. anr.i<r.d oitdoe(.

r.ori<.: u!. o. d;rdorur. o rbt€ to rh...r*tdio^ o6 trE !ir. e.sp ot thit.to<u6..r
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