
THE FIFTH PART

Brief outline of the whole Philosophia Particufari Demonstrativa

Which shows ways of improving eyery metal via particularia.



CHAPTER I

TREATS OF A SPECIAL I IETHOD AIID POSSIBILITY (}F
TRAI{SFOR}II I IG SILVER I1{TO GOLD

After deal ing in the f i rst  part  of  th is book with the

Medieina UniuersaLi  Mult ipTneat 'Lua and Lhe aurum potabiLe

according to the shortest  way of  the phi losophers,  and showing

clear ly why this medicine has the power to dr ive away al l  i l l -

nesses, renew human nature,  and br ing al l  metals in general  to

perfect ion,  we wiLl  in th is second part  Present the method how

every metal  in part icular can be improved and congealed, correct ing

the predominat ing elements,  seParat ing f rom them everything im-

pure and pur i fy ing them, increasing and strengthening those which

are predominant,  and f inaI ly,  bY transferr ing the elements f rom

one body to anotherr  so that a perfect  metal  can be produced in

a natural  and sAmpathet ie way.

We wi l l  therefore f i rst  speak of  s i lver which,  because i t

is  a very pure and f ixed metal ,  can easi ly be transmuted into

gold i f  i t  is  g iven the r ight  color wi th exal ted gold and i f  i ts

pores have previously been narrowedr so as to make it  dead and of

the same weight as gold.  Or also wi th golden sulphurs which are

found in some imperfect  metals i  or  a lso by a phi losophical  coct ion

with essent i f ied go1d. In l ine wi th these three methodsr w€ wi l l
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arrange our instruct ion,  as

possible.

c lear ly and dist inct ly as at  a l l

First Method

Take I  part  of  O ,  poured (or:  cast)  through 6 ,  f f i

i t  wi th 5 parts of  Q U"n" pu"gat (weI l  pur i f ied).  Wash this

twice or three t imes with pure water,  saturate i t  wi th the.Re-

gulo 6 Ctt ,  O reo, and with i ts oi I .  Then everything is

together digested in sand but by regulat ing the f i re in such a

way that water could not boi l  in a glass i f  i t  were put in sand

at the same degree of  f i re.  When i t  has thus been digested for

24 hours,  the 6ET is removed and is again washed with rain water,

as before,  t i I I  i t  is  c lear.  Now this water is f i l tered and eva-

porated to drynessr so as to obtain i ts saI t .  Keep the feces which

stayed in the f i l ter  and which, i f  ref ined on the cupel ,  wi l l  some-

what defray the costs.

After i t  has previously been wel l  pur i f ied,  th is sal t  is  mixed

with the 18, and we add new ReguLum. Thenr ES said above, i t  is

put into a phial  to digest.  When this operat ion has cont inued for

3 consecut ive monthsr w€ dist i l l  the $ urn of f  the gold,  ref inejF

th is gold on the cupel ;  th is Qwi l l  be so exal ted that much si lver

must be added to i t  to restore i ts previous color.  This eomposi tum

wil l  be gold in al l  assays.

8 wi l l  have become so golden that,  i f  i t  has of ten been
Y

dist i l led over s i lver,  i t  wi l l  resul t  in much f ine gold in the
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separat ion wi th aquafort .  Nevertheless,  i t  wi l l  f inal ly begin

to become somewhat pale and at  last  qui te whi te.  When then this

U no longer produces O, i t  has to be lef t  a lone for some t im
f

without A ,  af terwards i t  is  again dist i l led f rom the 
O ,  whe

i t  wi l l  once more begin to give gold.  wi th t t r is  
8 

i t  is  very

easy to gi ld 
Q 

without the addi t ion of  other goId,  and when thi
t

g i lded O is dissolved in aquafort ,  the said gold wi l l  faI I  to t
t.

bot tom and wi l l  be very beaut i fu l  and f ine.

Whoever could f ind a means to congeal  the whole body of  th i

gold-bear ing $ wi thout any addi t ionr or wi th a golden essence a
.F

soon as i t  comes out of  the work and before i t  has lost  any of  i

v i r tues,  could real ly boast to have found a part icular medicine

of great power and might for  s i lver.

In regard to t i t "  )  f i ta and eompaeta,  because many authors

have wri t ten about i t ,  in part icular Isaacus Hol landus, we wi l l

not  say more about i t  here,  because i t  does anyhow not matter by

what method i t  is  made compact,  provj-ded i t  can stand al l  str in '

gent tests for  gold.

Second Method

To fol low this second method successful lyr  w€ must f i rst

the conrmon 6 n* into clear water and make it  transparant with
+

the phi losophical  Eag1es, that  is ,  according to the rules Pre-

scr ibed in our Aphor isms. I t  wi l l  be qual i f ied enough for th:

work (or:  i t  wi l l  be sui table enough for th is work) af ter  i t
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but passed the thi rd Eagle.

'  This ! l  i " f  water is digested in sand' for  severaf  days,
Y

when i t  wi l r  separate of  i tsel f  f rom i ts $ and i tsQ which pre-

vent i t  f rom act ing upon the metars.  Qfana $ . t "  carcined in

the ordinary wdy, and the l l iur water is poured on the carcined+
metals up to two f ingers width above them. To separate the SouI

and the gold-Sulphur f rom i t ,  everything is digested in gent le

heat for  several-  days.  Now the colored bl  i " f  water is decanted+
and separated from the sulphurs by dist i l lat ion.  I t  is  used for
.s,

) )  as fo l lows:
v

Take cupel-s i lver,  pur i f ied by e X 
" t  

the Oy Soul  st i l1
Y.

contained in the pores of  the s i lver,  which can otherwise in no

way be removed no rnatter how often i t  has passed through the-cul

peI.  This is the SouI which many draw out and consider a t rue

X 
) . r -"  (Regina Lunae).  This s i lver is calc ined to a very

subt le powder in the wel l -known manner,  then dissolved in part

of  the $i" f  water prepared as we have said above. Nevertheless,+
i t  must pass through the 7th Eagle,  or  e lse i t  would not have the

power to at tack f ixed metals.

Af ter this, the above-mentioned + C* ? 
are dissolved in

another part  of  th is E i . f  water.  These solut ions are a1l  mixed+
together,  put  in a glass aQand dist i l led to dryness with a smal l

.A . Then strong A is given for three days, the matter is re-

moved from the glass,  d issolved anew in the sElme 8i" f  water that
t

has gone over,  and again dist i l led by dryness. After th is work

has been repeated three t i :nesr so much f i re is given on the last
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day that the glass becomes red-hot.  Gradual ly th is @ is put

on molten (1): .n the crucible,  so as to give i t  a new body, and\-/

i t  wi t l  now be f ine (or:  permanent)  in al l  pear ls (or:  granules).

The $ i . f  waters are again and again used for the same+
kind of  operat ions,  as they never lose their  gual i t ies or their

heaviness.

I f  gold poured (or:  cast)  through copper is dissolved in

as much of  our p:-" f  V ."  necessary and no more (but th is water

must previously have passed through the ten Eagles),  th is water

and the gold wi l l  congeal  together as soon as the dissolut ion has

taken place. After a few days of  phi losophical  coct ion,  by which

this eomposi tun is regenerated, we shal l  have a project ion-powder

of great power on many imperfec!  metals and especial ly 
""  O

If  th is powder is imbibed with the above-ment ioned sulphurs

that are dissolved in part  of  th is 8i"1 water or oi l ,  i t  wi l l+
mult ip ly in qual i ty and quant i ty at  every imbibi t ion.

Third Method

Take O cast (or:  poured) through $ ,  turn i t  to ashes,

separate i ts Pr inciples,  spir i tual ize and clar i fy them, combine

them and let  them go through al l  colors in order to extract  f rom

them the phi losophical  quintessence. or take O potabi le pre-

pared in the phi losophical  way or,  f ina1ly,  some essent i f ied gold

made in one or another wa1lr  as we wi l l  descr ibe l -ater.  Further,

i ts hunidum is separated through digest ion,  and i t  is  used in the
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fo l lowing way.

Take cupel  
)  ,  completely f reed from i ts 

Q 
sour,  which

wourd prevent the Q essence from act ing upon the si l -ver in a

naturar wdy, s ince this sour causes false tests and is for  the

greater part  the reason why lovers of  th is science, al though

they are working toward something reaI,  nevertheless are of ten

cheated in th is hope and therefore put the blame on the authors

in order to c loak their  own ignorance. r t  is  more than certain,

however,  that  whoever imagines that he can improve O o""t ieu-

Laz' i ter ,  wi l t  not  succeed unless he fol lows our method of  pur i -
/Sryr_ng u .

Therefore,  f i re th is )  wi t r r  a very hard and f ine f i1e,  turn

i t  into a very der icate powderr put lo ounces into a grass toge-

ther wi th one ounce of  our essent iar ized or potabre goId,  and

when you do not see in a guarter of  an hour that  arr  D nas been

penetrated and become black and does not get putr i f ied,  smel l ing

bad, i t  is  a s ign that i t  st i l l  contains some humidi ty which pre-

vents the phi losophical  operat ion.

After the 
)  has been put into putrefact ion,  the glass must

be hermet ical ly sealed and placed in sand in a furnace with four

registers.  Regulate the A per gnadusz the f i rst  week, the f i rst

register is opened; the second week, the second register;  the th i rd,

the th i rd,  and the fourth,  the fourth.  The rast  three days the

f i re has to :be so strong that the grass becomes red-hot.  Af ter

th is,  i t  is  removed from the A and projected on gold melted in

the crucible.  r t  is  then put on the cupel ,  and i f  one discovers
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that  the col-or is too highr ds of ten happens, 
O 

aam f icam

must be added t i l1 the natural  gold color appears again.

The method here prescr ibed must be careful ly fo l lowed, be-

cause this phi losophical  coct ion cannot be performed in any way

other than in just  our above-ment ioned one, that  is ,  wi th the

help of  th is furnace and i ts registers,  as i t  is  otherwise im-

possible to ref ine s i lver into Q by the thi rd method of  th is

f i rst  chapter.

CHAPTER II

HOI{ AND I I I  } IHAT I{AY COPPER CAII  BE REFII{ED I I ITO SILVER OR 6OLD

O which contains yeI Iow and white Sulphur,  af ter  i t  has
Y

been r id of  i ts  combust ibfe 
Q ,  can easi ly be transmuted into

O and 
)  ,  provided i ts Elements have before been wel l  pur i -

f ied,  for t i f ied,  congealed, and been brought into good concor-

dance.

But i f  i t  is  to be turned into Q ,  i t  must f i rst  be changed

into 
)  ,  which is done as fo l lows:

I t  is  f reed of  i ts  combust ib le f  through Q comm. Borax,

pumice stone, strat i f icat ion or cenentat ion by a glazier 's f i re,

provided it  has before been made and extended into laminas or

thin plates.  Thereafter the dross is washed of f  these plates

with sal t  water.  They are then again strat i f ied as before,  and

this strat i f icat ion,  calc inat ion and washing are repeated t i l l
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the plates have become as white 
""  O i tsel f .

These whitened plates are dissorved in one part  of  mens-

truum $ al is,  and as much D t= dissolved in the rest  of  th isY
menstruum. when the metals are dissolved, they are mixed to-

getherr  put  in a hermet ical ly seared glass,  d igested in sand

at a temperate A .  Af ter  th is,  i t  is  o/L ed very gent ly to

dryness in a glass retort  in sand. The menstruum that has

gone over is again poured on t t re 
@ ,  and af ter  the digest ion

is done, i t  is  again dist i r led.  This operat ion is repeated

three t imes. The last  t ime, very strong A is given for rz

consecut ive 
X ,  t i l I  the glass becomes red-hot.  Now the grass

is broken and trr"  @ thrown on molte" 
)  .  Then i t  is  put  on

the cupel ,  and the 
Q 

wirr  be t ransmuted into f ine 
O, 

readi ly

assuming a gold color i f  i t  has previously been made f ixed and

compact.

Arthough the f)  has been transformed into )  ana made com-Y
pact,  i t  wi l l  nevertheless not be able to stand the severe test

unress i t  is  changed into gold by the fo l rowing method.

Dissolve one parr  of  rh is compact)  nae in a p i " f  V ,

prepared phi losophical ly,  and as much exal ted O in another part

of  th is p .  These two solut ions are mixed together and putre-

f ied for  24 Y in a hermet ical ly sealed glass wi th a very gent le

A r  or  in Balneo uapo?oso (steam bath).  Af ter  th is,  i t  is  put

into a glass 4 and, JLed, to dryness in sand. what has gone over

is again poured on what has remained in the 1@ . when the solu-

t ion and putrefact ion are f in ished, the dist i l lat ion is done again,
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as this cohobat ion,  putrefact ion,  and col l igat ion must be re-

peated f ive t imes. The last  t ime give i t  a very strong A fot

6 hoursr so that the glass becomes red-hot.  What is lef t  is

put on molten Q and kept in a strong melting {, for about two

hours.  Af terwards i t  is  granulated and dissolved in aqua negia

which has been separated from the O by dist i l lat ion to dryness.

I t  is  wel l  edulcorated, molten with boraxr poured througn $ ,

and put on the cupel .  The resul t  is  f ine O .  Should th is O
have too high a coIor,  i t  is  mixed with as much f ixed O -= 

is

necessary for  a natural-  gold color.

CHAPTER III

HOI{ IROI{ CAN BE REFII{ED I I ITO SILVER OR GOLD

I ron,  which consists of  impure, combust ib le +,  mixed with

much yel low and white f  ,  af ter  i t  has been freed from i ts bad

$, and i ts Elements have been pur i f ied,  strengthened, congealed,

and brought into a good equi l ibr ium, can easi ly be ref ined into

O or D . For once it  has been combined with the f ixed metals,

i t  wi l l  not  let  go of  them ei ther on the cupel  or  in 6t" ,  due

to the great f ix i ty of  i ts  Q and because i t  is  very c losely re-

lated to them. Its philosophical combination is done in the fo1-

lowing way.

Take gui te th in 6/nf" t . " ,  put  SSS into a crucible wi th Mer-

eunio subl imato,  o=oe o-or and )€ ,  c lose (smear) the crucible

- r82-



with a good Lutum (cement)  to prevent i t  f rom cracking in the

heat which must be kept as strong as possible.  I t  is  set  to

calc ine in a glass k i ln for  6 hours.  Thereafter the plates

are well washed and rubbed with [ l  and soap suds. When they

are gui te c lean and dry,  they are again strat i f ied as before,

and one cont inues doinq this t i l l  the plates are as whi te as

tne )  i tsel f .

Af ter  th is,  they are put into a perforated crucible enclosed

by another larger and not perforated one. Strong .L per gnad.us

is given t i l l  the fof  the smal l -  crucible enclosed in the large

one changes into a whi te,  fusible and tractable metal  l ike s i I -

ver,  but  st i I l  more compact.

I f  i t  is  to be completely changed into s i lver,  i t  must be

dissolved in a phi losophical  
Qi" f  V ,  that  is ,  one where the

$ iaf  body has been total ly changed and made transparent,  so+
much so that i t  can never again return to i ts f i rst  ordinary state,

which i t  previously had.

An equal  quant i ty of  pur i f ied 
)  ,  which has been freed of

i ts Soul ,  is  d issolved in part  of  the above-ment ioned V .  The

solut ions are put together andr/L ed to dryness. What has been

dist i l led is cohobated three t imes over t f re 
@ 

.  The O i"  put

into molten J) , set on the cupel, and one wil l  f ind that tne f/Y,

is completely combined with tfre 
$ r so that i t  cannot be separa-

ted from i t .

The 6 
" f  

V wi l l  have great ly decreased and the weight of
?J

th is mass great ly increased. For,  a l though this O' i "  by nature
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somewhat compact, it must open its pores to combine with the

t so that it can absorb as much E ." it requires to become</Y

equal wi th tne )  in al l  i ts  qual i t ies.

But i f  one wishes to ref ine th is whi te f  t r ,ao genuine

and do i t  in the same crucibles,  he must put an equal

weight of  exal tedO in the lower (crucible).  Then the JwiIL,

in descending, combine with i t  but  not yet  in the phi losophical

wd1rr  which is done as foI lows.

I f  a somewhat pale 
Q 

resul ts,  i t  must be granulated in or-

der to obtain the f ixed and clear gold color,  and dissolved in

an easy (or:  a convenient)  menstruum with an equal  weight of  ex-

al ted e .  These two solut ions are digested for 24 hours and

the menstruum is separated with a gent le A per alembicum. What

remains is put into moltenO and poured (or:  cast)  together

-f - ,^21through the O .  Then you can see that the changed Q wr-r l

stand al l  the tests of  a natural  Q and remain qui te f ixed with

i ts golden body.

I f ,  however,  these combinat ions are made in the sophist  man-

ner and brought immediately into the d ot  the quart ,  Ehe augmen-

tum wil l  escape in smoke through the chimney, and one wil l  feel

cheated in one's labor.

Because d t= c losely related to the perfect  metals and i ts

inner O or O t"  percept ib le when i t  has been readied for the

conjunct ion,  i t  can also be changed into a project ion powder

for al l  metals,  but  especial ly for  pur i f ied 
)  ana 

Q 
,  provided

i t  is  previously dissolved in as much $ s inpl ie is as i t  needs,+

-184-



ste1l  imbibed af ter  i ts congelat ion,  and f inarry Iet  go through

al l  the phi losophical  colors.

CHAPTER IV
HOI{ TII{  CAII  BE REFIl{ED I I ITO SILVER THAT COI{TAII{S I IUCH GOLI)

since t in consists of  a whi t ish,  qui te impure vorat i le and

combust ib le $ which is mixed with some yel low and much white,

and because i t  can of  i ts  own easi ly be congeared to a perfect

metar r  ds i t  is  not  so easiry dr iven of f  on the cupel  as the

other imperfect  metals,  i t  can easi ly be ref ined into s i lver i f

i ts  Erements are previously wel l  pur i f ied,  congealed and put in

equal  weight.  To this end var ious methods are used, among which

the fol lowing three are considered the easiest ,  surest ,  and most

prof i table.

First Method

The f irst of these three methods is the same as a certain

high-ranking person practiced who, with the profi t  of this work,

had hospi ta ls bui l t  in many places, especial ly in Bohemia, and

whose whole secret was contained in the name stannum or t in. The

entire procedu::e and the substances which should be used to refine

t in into a good metal  are indicated in each let ter  or  character

taken by i tsel f .
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We have decided to explain these let ters here,  so as to

make the procedure c lear and understandable.

The f i rst  let ter  of  the word stannum, which is S.,  means

sordes; the second, T. ,  to l le;  the th i rd,  A. ,  arsenie;  the

fourth,  N.,  n i t ro;  the f i f th,  N.,  nostro;  the s ixth,  v. ,  Di_

tr ioLo; the seventh,  M.,  Marte.  A11 put together resuLt in

the fol lowing understandingz Sondes tolLe arsenieo, ni t ro nos-

tro,  u i t r io lo,  Marte.  or :  Remove the impuri ty of  t in wi th ar-

senic,  our sal tpeter which is ni tnum f txum (f ixed ni ter)  wi t r r

v i t r io i  ano witn I  rc.

I f  one wishes to fo l low these ruIes,  he must melt  aI l  these

substances weLl mixed with t in ash in a very strong smelt ing A,

so that they f low l ike water.  when the mass has cooled, i t  is

pulver ized and i ts impur i ty is washed of f .  Then the powder is

dr ied and again smelted into new metaI .  This operat ion is re-

peated t i r r  the t in has become qui te beaut i fu l  and clean and

has taken on the weight,  sound, and arr  the other propert ies

and qual i t ies of  tne )  .  Thus one wi l l  af terwards, when i t  is

put on the cupe1, f ind that i t  is  mixed with much go1d.

Second Method

The second method stems

of Saxe-Gotha who was a true

enl ightened intel l igence and

voted himsel f  whol ly to th is

from a Prince of the Serene House

philosopher, a gentleman of the most

great exper ience. After he had de-

hermetic science, he summoned us to
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one of his castles and showed us the fol lowing experiment by

which he obtained from 7 lbs of  t in ---  3 lbs of  f ine s iLver

which contained a rather large amount of  gold.

He took E.trra.  Acom: arsenic album, mixed them wel lv+

together af ter  previously powdering each indiv idual ly very f ine-

Iy.  He melted this into glass in a crucible put in a sand A ,

let  i t  cool  of  i ts  ovrn,  and thus he found a dark-red gIass.  He

pulver ized this glass and boi led i t  in a pot or test  wi th a very

strong lye made of  eaLee uipa (guickl ime) and wi l low-ashes. To

make this Iye much stronger and penetrat ing,  he dist i l led i t  9

or 10 t imes over new ashes and new quickl ime.

For 48 hours he boi l -ed the above-ment ioned powder wi th Q ,

Q 
ana ) f  ,  and let  everything evaporate to dryness.

When the lye decreased, he added fresh, hot quant i t ies to

i t ,  whereby he kept i t  boi l ing constant ly.  Af ter  a l l  the lye

had evaporated, a substance remained l ike a stone which had set-

t led at  the bottom.

He calc ined the t in wi th the SaLe dupl ieato,  otherwise

cal led Areanum dupl ieatum, and af ter  again separat ing th is sal t

from it,  he mixed it  with the above-mentioned stone which had

previously been ground smaII ,  put  everything together into an

earthenware pot,  sealed i t  and calc ined i t  for  I  days in a pot-

terrs oven. After that  he melted i t  wi th strong A ,  ref ined i t

on the cupel ,  and thus he found much f ine 
) ,  

mixed with much

Here now we might indicate how and in what manner the O can
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be separated from trre 
) ,  either with aquafort or through cast_

ing and melt ing whi le the metals are ==ed in the crucibrer or
by other means. But because var ious methods are already sure
to be known by every rover of the hermetic sciences if  he wish_
es to accomplish something worthwhiler w€ have not deemed it  ne_
cessary to add such here.  we are therefore turning to the th i rd
method.

Third Method

The third method is ours,  which we have pract iced of ten and
which we intend to explain here c lear1y.

Take t in turned into ashes using read and common sal t .  This
ash is boi led in common p r  so Ers to remove the sal t .  Then i t
is  dr ied in moderate heat and mixed with sal tpeter,  congealed
through coals and made gui te penetrant by repeatedly strat i fy ing
and cement ing i t  wi th ealee uixa (guickl ime).  put  th is into a
wel l -sealed pot to prevent any air  f rom reaching i t  and to keep
the spir i ts from flying awayr ds otherwise the whole work wour_d
be spoi led.  When the l_ute is qui te dry,  set  the pot in a cal_
cining A in a glass-house for 24 hours.  Thereafter,  take i t
of f  the A ,  let  i t  cool  of  i tsel f ,  pulver ize the matter inside,
separate i t  f rom @ f ixum by frequent washings t i r r  the t in_ash
has nothing of  i ts  former taste remaining.

Now dry i t ,  mix i t  \ i r i th the f lux ( to which we wiI I  revert
later)  r  so €ls to change i t  back into a eorpus metal l ieun (metar-
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l ic  body),  melt  everything together in a big crucible,  in a

wind-furnace, wi th strong A .  when i t  f rows l ike waterr  grd,-

dual Iy throw sma1l coal  into the crucible t i l l  the matter stops

detonat ing and makes no further noise.  After th is,  pour i t  into

a mold and separate the metal  which has sett led at  the bottom

from i ts f lux.

This metar is now again turned into ashes solely wi th com-

mon sart .  The lead is omit ted.  As ment j -oned before,  th is ash

is mixed with Q 1nro,  and this operat ion is repeated t i l r  the

t in can no longer be calc ined and stays as a whi te body, gl isten-

ing l ike s i lver.

Melt  th is metal  wi th pur i f iea 
)  and put i r  on the cupel .

The t in is now changed into good 
O, in every ounce of  which

at least  one dram of f ine Q can be found.

The reduct ion-f lux is made of  b lack wood soot which is boi led

in an i ron pot wi th so much I  t f r^t  when i t  evaporates to dryness,

the matter has been increased by two-thirds.  r t  must f requent ly

be st i r red wi th a st ickr so that the soot may wel l  combine with

the [ t  ,  and as i t  wi l l  of ten r ise dur ing the coct ion,  care has

to be taken that i t  does not boi l  over.

When the soot has been brought thus far,  i t  is  again dis-

solved in t resh El  and let  boi l  down to dryness as before.  @ ,

hC ,  and prepared sal t  are added together,  and thus one wi l l

have the r ight  reduct ion-f lux,  wi thout which i t  is  very d. i f f icul t

to reduce t in ash back into metal .

This f lux wi l l  not  Iose any of  i ts  power i f  i t  has been used
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once to reduce t in but wi l l  a lways be useful  for  th is k ind of

operat ion.  Howeverr  €rs i t  decreases in quant i ty due to the f re-

quent ment ing,  i t  must be replenished as soon as one not ices i t .

We have known many lovers of our hermetic science who used

instead of  th is f lux the glass out of  o-or made with crushed lead.

They mixed i t  wi th Q and 
E ,  which had been detonated together,

and with the excrements of  the microcosm (which means, human ex-

crements) dr ied and pulver ized in the shade. They were indeed

successful  because they made only smal l  tests.  But as soon as

they tr ied something on a large scale,  they found themselves no-

t iceably cheated. For instead of  at tacking the t in,  melt ing i t

and let t ing i t  faI I  to the bottom as a metal  as our does i t

burnt  i tsel f ,  and i f  i t  is  thus calc ined and mixed with the t in

ash, i t  wi l l  wi thout fa i l  spoi l  the whole work.

We could c i te many other methods here,  how to make this

f lux to enable us to turn th is t in ash back into a metal l ic  body,

but as we are t ry ing to be br ief  in our workr w€ wiI I  not  eIa-

borate fur ther.
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CHAPTER V

HOI{ T() COI{VERT LEAD II{TO SILVER }IHICH COIITAIIIS IIUCH GOLI}

As lead is a metal  consist ing of  a pale and combust ibre

sulphur,  mixed with much yel low and whit .  
f  i t  can easi ly be

turned into s i lver,  provided i t  is  previously f reed from i ts

excessive sulphur and i ts Elements are wer l  pur i f ied,  congealed,

and put in egual  weight.  This t ransformat ion can be done in

many ways'  a l though the natural ,  easiest  and most useful  methods

are the fol lowing three, of  each of  which we wi l l  wr i te here.

First Method

According to the f i rst  method, take a wide, f lat ,  unglazed

pot.  Put into i t  a certain quant i ty or 5 and set i t  in a rever-

berat ion oven special ly made for. th is purpose. Let t r re I  melt .

when the pot is red-hot,  throw on this metal  as much saLis drp-

Lieat i  as is necessary to cover i t ,  namely,  hal f  a f inger,s width.

when i t  is  wel l  melted l ike p ,  i t  is  st i r red f reguentry wi th

an i ron rod, which is repeated t i l r  i t  is  we1l  calc ined and the
t-

C looks l ike a th ick mush, s ince new O i= thrown on i t  as soon

as the previous is consumed. After th is,  the th ick mush that has

sett led above the !  is  removed with a special  i ron.  I t  wi I I  not

yet  be calc ined perfect ly.

Now fresh O d"pLieatun is thrown on the !  eo"pus, as be-
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fore and as of ten as necessary t i r r  th is eorpus is completely

calc ined and turned into ashes. When these ashes have cooled,

they are pounded small and thereafter sif ted through a f ine

sieve, which wi l l  resul t  in a yel low powder.  Now that which

has remained in the s ieve is again melted and calc ined as said

above, and this operat ion is repeated t i l l  everything has turned

into a very f ine powder.

This powder must be frequent ly calc ined with yel Iow sulphur

and congealed with l ime which is af terwards again separated from

it  through washing. This congealed powder is put in a big grass

with an equal  quant i ty of  maneasLtae mineral is (mineral  marcasi te)

that has never been in tn" A and which has been f inely powdered

after i ts calc inat ion.  Now is poured on this mass a strong oLeum

uttTioLi  (o i l  of  v i t r io l ) ,  f rom which aL:-  phlegma has been separ-

ated and which is made of  good Danzig v i t r io l  -  which has a cop-

pery qual i ty -  whereas Engl ish v i t r ior  is  of  a Qy'nature.

The glass is carefur ly c losed and the matter is set  to pu-

trefy in horse-dung for s ix weeks or arso in another digest ing

A .  The oi l  is  d ist i l led of f  to dryness, and cohobated over

O .  Now i t  is  d ist i l led again,  and this dist i l l ing and coho-

bat ing is repeated t i r r  the oi l  is  very weak and goes over wi th-

out the least  taste.  Af ter  the last  d ist i rLat ion,  that  which

remains in the glass in put on molten f,,  urra cupeled with two-

thirds of  f resh [  .  Af ter  th is metal  has been cleansed of  i ts

surphur congealed by quickl ime, strengthened in i ts Elements,

and boi led through the oLeum pi t r io l t ,  i t  wi l l  be t ransformed
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into good 
)  which contains qui te a bi t  

" f  O

If  one wishes to use aquafort  for  separat ing th is O ,

which somet imes const i tutes almost hal f  of  i ts  composi t ion,  i t

is  necessary to add twice i ts weight in good 
O. 

Then the aqua-

fort  wi l l  at tack tne 
)  ,  leaving tne Q in the form of a black

powder which must be sweetened, dr ied,  and smelted with borax

into a metal l ic  bodv.

Second Method

Above al l ,  the n has to be prepared in such a way that i t

becomes as spongy and l ight  as pumice, which is achieved with

mineral  sulphur that  has never been in tn" A and with sea sal t

as i t  is  by nature and which has never been pur i f ied ei ther by

f i re or by being washed.

When the n has been processed thus far,  i t  is  put  in a big

earthenware jar ,  such as are used on ships for  the conservat ion

of f resh water,  or  a lso l ike those in which the oi ls are t rans-

ported from one country to another. A tube is inserted above

and wel l  sealedr so that the spir i ts cannot move out.  Af ter  th is,

i t  is  bur ied in the earth at  least  6 f t  deep and is lef t  to cool

and ferment in the bowels of  the earth,  which is of  unbel ieveable

power and ef fect ,  because the earth is constant ly in act ion,  send-

ing i ts Elements through the pores of  the jar  upon the Elements

of the metal  and the substances that have been put on i t ,  and

let t ing them act upon them, and thus the earth accompl ishes this
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symPathet ic and phi losophical  coct ion in t ime.

The above-mentioned tube must protrude so far out of the

earth that  one can easi ly leave one's El  in i t ,  and these tubes

must at  a1I  t imes remain c losed and be opened only when they are

about to be used.

When the metal  has been wel l  cooked and fermented, the jar

is removed from the earth and put in . ' .J. ,  the El is made to

evaporate to dryness in strong heat,  regulat ing the A in such a

way that i t  cannot cause the matter to boi l .  Af ter  th is,  i t  is

melted in a good f lux and turned into metal  on the cupel .  One

wi l l  f ind a good f ixed metal  of  which hal f  is  of  a golden nature.

I f  one has taken much n for  th is work,  he wi l l  f ind that  i t

has much increased in weighty,  at  least  25 lbs to L00, and this

af ter  i ts phi losophical  coct ion and reduct ion.

Should one wish to use the spongy and l ight  h ,  which can

easi ly be made in 48 hours,  and i f  set  immediately on the cupeI,

i t  wi l l  be found to be r ich i "  O ana )  ,  a l though i t  had not

been put into putrefact ion,  though not so much as when i t  goes

through the phi losophical  coct ion,  s ince the above-descr ibed

methods are alone capable of improving and congealing imperfect

metals.

Third Method

Take lead that has been pur i f ied of  i ts  combust ib le sulphur

and turned into ashes through sulphur uiuun, sea e .  Dissolve
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i t  in one part  of  p," t .  Vt t rat  has been separated f  rom i ts sulphur

and i ts phi losophical  Q .  Then take an equal  amount of  cupel

)  ,  d issolve i t  in the other part  of  th is 
S 

i " f  water,  mix

everything well together and set i t  to putrefy in horse-dung

for one phi losophical  month.

After that ,  i t  is  d ist i l led to dryness in a glass 4which

is to be opened af ter  i t  has cooled. Then the U iaf  V that has+
gone over is poured back on what was lef t .  Af ter  th is dissolu-

t ion i t  is  d ist i l led again,  and this operat ion is repeated three

t imes. The last  t ime a very strong A must be givenr so that the

-.4 becomes red-hot.  When the matter has been put into molten

O and been cupeled with one-t ,h i rd of  lead, one wi l l  f ind a good

amount 
" f  O ,  a lmost hal f  of  i t  wi l l  be golden.

This gold contained in tne) must be separated from the O

by melt ing i t  in the crucible.  I t  is  the surest  method i f  the

,R
?) i= very r ich in goId.  Thus the Q in the crucible wi l l  fa l l

to the bottom in the form of a f ixed Regulus,  and the si lver wi l l

remain in the refuse from which i t  must be separated ei ther by

precipi tat ion or by conrmon sulphur.

In regard to putrefact ion,  the horse-dung must be changed

every eight days and fresh one added. Or,  the vessel  may be put

each t ime in other dung, to make sure that the one which is stand-

ing in putrefact ion is kept in constant and equal  heat,  s ince i t

depends solely on the inner warmth of the dung whether t 'he matter

to be regenerated by th is method wi l l  begin to ferment.

Whoever is well  acquainted with the effect and the sympathy
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of metals and minerals wi l l  a lso easi ly recognize those which

have ant ipathy toward each other and which cause many div is ions,

precipi tat ions or separat ions.  L ikewise those which sympathize

with each other and have the ef fect  that  the metal  is  preserved

thorugh their  special  sympathet ic power.

rn th is way 4 can also be converted into O t t  i t  is  pre-

viously wel I  calc ined and dulc i f icated, and thereafter dissolved

in pi- . f  S7 .  But care must be taken about th is:  When i t  has

been put on molten Q ana is then set on the cupel  but does not

easi ly combine, some marcasi te must be thrown on i t .  The cause

of th is di f f icul t  ingress is solely the preparat ion of  the $ i " f+
I  where a mistake must have been made.

A11 other imperfect  metals can also be improved in the same

manner.  As t"n.rd= Qf lana Q ,  they must above al l  be separated
i

f rom their  combust ib le sulphur.  This done, i t  is  possible to

achieve wonderful  metal l ic  t ransformat ions of  great prof i t ,  &s

i t  is  more than certain that  a l l  t ransformat ions made with the

phi losophical  $ wi l l  wet l  agree with the metals of  their  nature.+
Becasue they consisted of  metal l ic  water pr ior  to their  coagulat ion,

before they were cooked into perfect  or  imperfect  metals af ter

the pur i t icat ion of  their  Elements,  they can also be ref ined with

the same ! produced out of g r ds everything must again pass

through the same ways by which it  had obtained its prime nature,

before i t  can be regenerated and processed to the state of per-

fect ion.
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CHAPTER VI
HOI{ OUICKSILVER CAI{ BE REFII IED I I {TO G()LD OR SILVER

Although guicksi lver is an unripe metar consist ing of pre-

cisely the Elements of  whichQand 
D "t"  

made, i t  can never-

theless easily be transformed into O "r e , yet hermaphrodi-

t icaI Iy,  i f  i ts  Elements are previously pur i f ied,  boi led,  (or :

cooked),  and f ixed (or:  stabi l ized) .  This can be done af ter

adding a ferment to i t  in order to determine i ts Erementsr or

also,  by marrying i ts Body with the Soul ,  of  a f ixed metal .  Then

one wi l l  have a f ixed metal ,  stable in al l  tests wi thout any loss

of s i lver.  This can be done in var ious ways, of  which the na-

tural ,  easiest  and best are the fo l lowing two, which we intend

to communicate to those who wil l  take the trouble to work after

our pr inciples.

First Method

r f  the soul  of  a perfect  Body is to be imptanted into the

Body of  the 
Htt ,  

take the white of  several  eggs and whisk i t

wer l  to make i t  c lear as water.  spr inkle i t  on pieces of  c inna-

bar the size of an olive kerner and rorr them over fi led O ot

O , according to the metal into which the 
9 

t" to be trans-

formed. After this, put f ttrtr,gs on the bottom of the pot,

the th ickness of  a Reichstharer,  then make sss.  of  f i led O "t

O , the th ickness of  hal f  a Tha1er,  then SSS. of  the c innabar
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Pieces, uPon them another SSS. of  f ixed f i led metal ,  and f inal ly

another layer of  f i led 8.  Do this t i l l  the pot is comptetery

f i l led,  To each pound of  c innabar pieces at  ]east  z pounds of

f ine metal  must be taken.

As soon as the strat i f icat ion has been done, the pot must

be sealed, and when the Lutum is qui te dty,  the pot must be bur ied

in sand contained in another i ron pot and standing on a dist i l la-

t ion oven. A gent le A is given from above for 24 hours.  Then

i t  is  a l lowed to coor of  i ts  own. The pot is opened af ter  the

sand has cooled, when the cinnabar pieces wi l - l  have been melted

i t  melts just  as easi ly as other lead i t  wi l l  resul t  in a f ixed

metal  that  can stand al l  assays.

Because the f ine metal  wi l l  lose i ts Soul  in th is work,  i t

wi l l  be somewhat l ighter.  Therefore,  i f  i t  is  to be brought back

into a metal l ic  Body, i t  must be dissolved in Siur V, and af-+
ter  a putrefact ion of  24 hours the menstruum must be dist i l led

from i t .  The rest  is  to be put into molten O .  Thus this f i led

metal ,  af ter  i t  has been ensoul-ed Uv H whcih has restored i ts'+
weight,  and made corporeal  through the gold bath,  wi1l  br ing in

considerable gain.  But i f  the disensouled (or:  unanimated, dead,

l i fe l -ess) metal  should be melted, i t  wi l1 be found that more than

hal f  of  i t  is  burnt ,  and the prof i t  wi l l  be very l i t t Ie.  I f  rhe

cinnabar pieces have been wel l  strat i f ied in a potr  ES said above,

but one does not wish to put them in a sand A 
"""ording 

to our

method, one can do the fol lowing.

Put the pot on iron bars, f ive thumbs a$ray from the A . A
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moderate coal  A i= given for 6 hours,  then a graded f lame

for 10 hours,  and f inal ly a strong smelt ing A tor 2 hoursr so

that the pot becomes red-hot.  When theA has gone out and the

Pot is cold,  the c innabar pieces wi l l  be found qui te t ransformed

in the same manner as indicated above. This work must be con-

t inued t i l t  a f ixed metal  is  obtained.

There are lovers of  th is hermet ic science who boasted be-

fore us that  they were able to restore the Soul  to th is dis-

souled metal  by amalgamating i t  wi th .o**o. ,  $ ,  strat i fy ing th is
Y

with whi te lead, and thus cement ing i t  in a wel l  sealed crucible

for several  hours.  But because we have always preferred our above-

ment ioned method to al l  others,  we did not wish to t ry i t  as i t

does not at  a l l  agree with our phi losophicat  pr inciples.

Second Method

After U has been wel- I  pur i f ied,  i t+ is aEE ed with cupel

Upon this aaa pour sul-)  tnat  f ras been freed of  i . ts  
Q 

soul .

phur made into oiI by the salt of the earth. Grind everything

well together t i l l  i t  turns into a black powder which is to be

put into a wel l  sealed crucible,  bur ied in an unt i l - led earth and

given a suppression A .  This is done so as to keep al l  the more

heat together,  which is required in order to set  th is eomposi tum

in act ion and to thoroughly uni te al l  i ts  components.  Thus i t  is

kept in the above-ment ioned A for 14 days. After i t  has cooled

of i ts own, the matter is taken out.  I t  wi l l  resemble t ree moss
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and be l ight as a feather uNow more 
Q 

is added, and i t  is

again set  in a suppression A for 14 days as before.  This

work is to be repeated t i l I  the crucible is qui te fur l .

Next it is removed from the A and some of the matter is

put on a red-hot 
Q 

nrate.  when i t  is  red-hot wi thout giv ing

off  any smoke, i t  is  perfectry boi led and has swal lowed enough

U - But should i t  st i l r  smoke, i t  must again be put into a+
large crucible wi th f resh g ,  wi th f i re f rom above, and this

work must be cont inued t i l I  the matter has reached the desired

gual i ty.  Fina1ly,  i t  is  thrown into a s i lver bath,  and the mat-

ter  wi l r  be found there as a f ine )  i=r ,  metal  which can stand

al l  assays.

But i f  one wishes to change p i " t "  Q ,  he must f i rst  of

al l  amalgamate i t  wi th @ with th is f IE must be mixed surphur

^€ A ,< ' l  and O ,  made through the phi losophical  destruct ion"- \J t  l ) '  +
and previously turned into oi l  by X .  Everything is ground

together t i l l  i t  turns into a black powder.  The manipulat ion

is the same as the above-described one ror 
$ , except that this

powder must be put into morten O "r 
a Q bath, whire with the

previous method it  was only put into D . rn this way only the

major part  of  p can easi ly be transformed into O "r  O ,  but

an ever last ing minera can also be made thereby, which can give

gold and si lver fruits every 14 days. For that purpose the spe-

cial  manipulat ion is as fo lLows.

Take one-fourth of  the matter out of  the crucible af ter  i t

has become f ixed and perfected. Melt  i t  wi th D "r  O ,  accord-
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ing to the kind of metal with which it  has been fermented. Add

i ts weight in U and again give A fro* above for 14 daysr ds+
was done previousry.  Af ter  th is,  take another fourth part  of

th is matter,  mert  i t  into metal ,  add as much 
H 

,  and cont inue

with th is work as long as you wish, s ince I  t= the r ight  and
Y

sole fountain in which th is ever last lng ninera can or ig inate.

r t  may be undeniable that  one could ar l  at  once obtain

beaut i fur  and f ine O t t  a l l  th is matter were to be smerted to-

gether.  However,  in so doing, the f l  i " r  minez,a would be total ly
+

1ost.  Because, as i t  is  again reduced into a metar l ic  body, i ts

pores are brought together much moie c losely,  which causes al I

the spir i tual  i t  contains to return to i ts sphere,  and thus the

Elements are determined through the corporeal izat ion.  From that

t ime on, i ts qual i t ies could no longer be dist inguished from those

of the other metals.  In addi t ion,  i t  would lose the power i t  had

previously had to act  upon the Body of  I  ,  and i t  would not re-+
ta in the least  power wi th which to intermix wi th i t ,  boi l  i t  down

and br ing i t  into act ion,  let  a lone congeal  i t  into a good metal .

For i t  is  impossible that  one bbdy can act  upon another wi thout

the aid of  an agent for  br inging these two bodies into act ion.

These then are the noblest and most naturaL ways and secrets

that can be used in th is Pant ieuLar-phiLosophg, which we have ci ted

in th is part  in the shortest  and clearest  mannerr so that he who

has but a l i t t le knowledge of the common chymical practice and is

ready to fo l Iow our method l i tera11y, pract ic ing i t  only in the

oven of which we have put a copperplate engraving at the end of

-201-



th is book, wi l l  gui te easi ly reach his desired goal  and gather

the frui ts of  h is rabor wi th great surpr ise.  This wi l l  p lease

him great ly.  But should for tune smire upon him so warmly that

he f inds the true philosophicar wdy, he can without doubt rook

forward to more and greater successes and see in everything a

happy end of that which we have promised him in the f irst and

second part  of  th is t reat ise,  provided the great sovereign, in

His inef fable goodness, wi l l  l ikewise bestow His Grace and bless-

ing upon i t ,  wi thout which i t  is  impossibre to succeed even in

the meanest undertakingr no matter how much and how heavy one's

work,  especial ly i f  the love of  God and our fe l lowman were lost

s ight  of  -  And i t  is  just  th is love that we recomrnend. above a1l

to every r ighteous Christ ian and especial ly to those who fol low

our maxims and are intent on fathoming the deepest secrets of

nature.

For i f  i t  happens that one turns away from his Creator and

obeys the decei t fu l  words of  the devi I ,  the eyes of  h is body and

soul  wi l l  be so obscured and darkened that he cannot even see the

rar i t ies which God keeps hidden under the dark cover of  the phi lo-

sophical  demonstrat ion,  let  a lone comprehend them. And this is

the sole reason why so few persons, who most ly keep their  thoughts

f ixed on the probing of  the many secrets which i t  contains,  at ta in

to th is high science, because their  b l indness prevents them from

dist inguishing between real i t ies and sophistr ies.  Instead, those

who do not al low themselves to be al ienated from our great Sover-

eign in anyway, obtain their  r ighteous purpose and f inal  goal  wi th

l i t t le t rouble and in great happiness.
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