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WORD ABOUT
R.A.M. S. , tne Restoration of Alchemical Manuscripts Society is a very
loosely knit group composed of private citizens around the world who have
contributed to the present work and others in one way or a'rother. The goal
of the society is to seek out and obtain copies of Alchemical manuscripts,
tracts, printed works and other such materials ard literature. Frorn these,
certain items are selected for I restorationr . This consists in re-t5rping the
materiil to render it readable, therefore useable. The reading is made raore
enjoyable by the use of charts, symbols, dictionaries, diagrams, insertion
of printed illustrations and other amotations to shed additioual light on the tert.

R.A,M. S. is a non-profit organization w'ith m'embers from ell rralk5 6f
life. There is no I organizationt per se, just individuals desirous of perform.-
ing a labor of love. It is their hope that these efforts will perhaps result in
renewed interest in the science of Alchemy or even contribute to new dis-
coveries or fields of experi.rrrentation. White this material is for all on the
path of Alchemy, it is particularly for the sincere practicing Alchemist.

The transcription of this material is as verbati"' as hurnan skitls perm.it. The
only exceptions are to make the matter more readable, or understandable,
with some I modernizationr . This is done ONLY where it is judged that no 

'

arnbiguity will arise from a slight departure from the original arrd there is no
danger of deleting key words or phrases qrhere a possible use of Gematria,
Temura, Notariqon or other form of written code e)<ists. Thus,. mis-spelled or
braril-mati:ca[y- incorrect material is to be found as well as archaic or sfunge
words. This is in an effort to maintain the original ter<t as far as possible.
The completed material is then reproduced, som.etimes bound and offered to
interested parties. The costs for these copies are used to defray reproduction
costs and to obtain additional material for restoration.

The work of R.A.M. S. includes such material as "Last Wilt and Te sta-m-ent"
of Basil Valentine, iraportant selections from the inwaluable Bacstrorn Manu.-
scripts such as "Golden Chain of Homertt, "Lamspringt s Process for the
Lapis Sophorum", "The Chemistt s Key", "The Mineral Gluten of Nitre a:ed
Sulfur", "Coelurn Philosophorumtt and others. Additionally, material by other
writerr s is or will be offered. Suchas Geber.;, Kalid, 

-.Ri!Iey, Bacon; Hazelrigg,
Hollandus, Becher, MonteSnyder,Albertus Magnus 

'  
etc etc

It is highly approrpiate to acknowledge the many persons who have either rrrat-
erially or philosophically contributed to the present effort a.nd future ones. For
some this might well be the first indication that they are considered as mero-
bers of R.A. M. S. or that such a group even exists! While the list is long, it
includes: C. CoIIias,L; Muller.. ,I)ciris Edlein; Arp. Joo, D. and J. Nintz el,
N. Ogle, G. Price, F- Regardie, W. van Doren, K. von Koenigseck and es-
pecially David Ham. For their labors and contributions, grateful thanks are
given. Let their unselfish efforts inspire others to light the fires of Alchem.y.

To obtain copies of these materials, or to contribute in sone way to this- work,
contact:.  R.A. M.S. . /o Hans W. Nint_zel

- 133 Melrose.Drive
Richardson, Texas ?5080
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To The Reader.

I t  is  weII  known, that  the present Subject ,  on which Lhis eminent Au-
thor so elegant ly discourseth,  was no! Iong since general ly ( though most
in jur iousLy) branded with the destabfe Name of Poison, This ODIUM was
/ -Aql-  r rn^n i l -  />q hrr  rho nro<ont Pnnk) in fha nr\ /q 

^F 
tho A,, f  hnr-

and nerhenq l  nnrr  h4f616 that t ime iC mioht ihrorroh fhe \4alace Of idLe
' lv | r \JSpeculators,  be condemned. For those Men, who presume to be Masters of

al l  Knowtedge. because Letter- Iearned in Lhe Theory of  th is or that  Art .
wi thout the least  Ski l l  or  Wi l I  to exercise themselves in the Pract ice
thereof,  must needs condemn what they do not understand. And this they
. i ro i  ndrr . .a. l  r^  d^ |  ^- f  

1- , '  
-^^-^, , i  - -  

. . ,hr l -  r -  ha( '  hr \ /o nn t tnnur l  o^na nFrs-L !y obJPrvvt , 'Y wrruL Lr,Ll  . \ , .vw,euYs uL 
'

thev shorr ' l  d *on n;eln:hl ' r  d i  qr-nrrer ihair . 'wn r . r . . \ r^n.-a.  har-1g5g noL able

to evj-nce the Reasons of  their  own Approbat ions.  ThereFore r t is  too
- -^r--Lr -- r  enrrv i  no ihe qed r lorrs Endeavoursvlvvqurs '  Lrrsy L"sy rraLr"9 f  l r ry L.rL

of others,  Iest  thereby their  own seeming Honour should be ecl ipsed,
would rather (according ro the OId Proverb) give ANTIMONY an i I l  Name,
then foul  their  Hands in exper iencing the Vir tues,  which i t  is  endued.
How i l l  i t  hath been spoken of  in th is our Time, is weII  known Lo many
and of  how serviceable use i t  hath been, . in the Cure of  very many de-
plorable Diseases; wi th in twenty years Iast  past ,  is  as weLl  understood
hl/  m.rc l -  n€ rha indrrer- i^ . . -1.  1-H^,.r i^ , , -  phl /e in i :n< nf  rh i< ai i r / .  u,h. \r \Jus r  y

can, and dayly do, when soever they meer wi th Men of  l ike IndusLry,  Le-
sLi ty tor  the Author,  that  unto ANTTMONY is not undescrvedly assigned
a CHARIOT TRIUMPHANT. For none were permit ted to enter ROME rn a Trr-
umphant Char iot ,  that  had not s la in at  least  f ive thousand ENEMIES, 'and
obtained an int i re Victory.  Wherefore.  i f  ANTIMONY (through rhe Gif t
of  the MOST HIGH insi ted in i t )  more than any one SimpLe of  Nature,  be
able to subdue and expel  inf in i te Diseases ( the Enemies of  Humane Li fe)
as is undoubtedly known i t  is ,  and ro obtain an int i re VicLory over them,
, . ,h.  

-L^, .1/ l  -6, ,  
1,rh 

^n. . . ,  
ts l - \ r f  h, .  , . ,1a;^h t r i -  

^ , . ,h ^-  
h ic \ r - ;^hF\^,rrc I  r  Fawuy 

- l ruutu 
c l"y | . rarr  E vy L"oL'  !y w rLrr  , \saY"vvu,

is  or  may be so wel l  preserved? l t  is  t rue.  i f  Laken without Preparat-
ion or being i l l  prepared (because o[  the much Evi I  mixL wiLn i ts great
Good )  'L is more in jur ious than prof i table to the Humane Body; which our
Author wel l  observes teaching so many and laudable Preparat ions of  the
same- Whlch Preparat ions are in no smal- l  Measure i lLustrated by the
present Annotat ions of  the learned KIRKRINGIUS. Therefore the end of
t ransfat j -ng anew, and repr int ing th ls Work nor.^. /  a second t ime an the
Engl ish Tongue, was part ly because of  the aforesaid Annotat . ions;  and
part ly that  so Laudable a l^Jork might not be obl j teratcd by t ime, and by
t -  h. t -  marnc tha ninrrq o.) . )d Intcnl- ions ol .  the Author be fruSCrated, but
mnro oqner^i  a l  I  r r  t -h^f  nrrr  Tnoeni  onq Co nfrv Men .  i  ntpn1- c]n the Know-
ledrro nf  Nat.  , r r : l  t -h inrrq- mi.rhf  in rheir  ^"-  -  - - - '^-e f ind what-lLu:JL v!  r  L, , ! ! ,y5.  r , ' tyrrL !orr9ud9

soever is needful  and necessary for  accompl ishing them in the Laud-
abl-e Studies of  the Works of  Nature;  wi thout being neccessi tated to
eaalz Fnrai^h 

^;^c 
: tq manv heretofora have been Constrained tO dO; be-

,  
qv l t tq l l l

cause what they desired to be informed in,  was locked up in other Lan-
guages, and could not be unlocked, but by few; who i f  ab]e,  were not

-^ -1 d. \ .  : r  nr ' l  iF nnw ahlo !h. ' , r . rh r^, i l l inn could noLo Lwclys wrrrrrrY .  LrruuY" wtr  r r"Y 
'effect  the same.

For th is very End, are the Works of  GEBER. famous Arabian Pr ince, and
Phi losopherf  now I ike wise t ranslated into EngI ish,  ready for the Press,



and wi l l  be speedi ly publ ished. In the mean whi le,  commit t ing al I  to
GOD, we heart i ly  wish weII  to aI I ,  and to every Ingenious Student in
the Pract ice of  Chymical  Physi-ck good Success.

PAREITELL.

r'. -
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BASIL VALINTINE

EIS TRIUMPHANT CEARIOT

OF ANTIITIONY

Since r  BASrL VALENTTNE by Rel ig ious vows am bound to l ive according
to the Order of  St .  Benedicr ,  and that requires anorher manner of  Spi-
r i t  of  HoI iness,  then the common State of  Mortals exercised in the pro-
phane business of  th is World:  I  thought i t  my duty before al I  th ings,
in the beginning of  th is l i t t le Book, to declare t rhat is necessary to
be known by the pious SPAGYRIST, inf lamed with an ardent desire of  th is
ART; as,  what he ought to do, and whereunlo co direct  h is aim, that  he
may lay such Foundat ions oI  Lhe who]e maLLer,  : ls  may be srabLe; IesL
his Bu j - ld ing shaken with Winds, happen to far I ,  and the Qhole edi f ice
to be involved in shameful  Ruine, which otherwise, berng founded on
more f i rm and sol id Pr inciples,  might havc cont inued for a long ser ies
of t ime. Which Admonit ion I  judged was, is,  and always wi l l  be nec-
essary as a part  of  my Rel ig ious Off ice;  especial ly,  s ince we must al I
d ie.  and no one of  us,  which now are,  whether high or low, shal l  Iong
be seen among the number of  Men. For i t  concerns me to commend these
Meditacions of  MortaLiry co Posrer i ty,  Ieaving them behind me, not onI) '

1i ( r6n F^ rhn ni  t r i  no "-  :  - -  -h:r  Man 
' -n^\ /Lr lcr  L r l l r l l (Jut  l l lay r-rc atvLrr  -v vtrr !  I ' lc l  Jtr5 Ly r  IJut  dIs(J

obey him sincerely in al l  th ings.

In th is my Meditat ion I  found that there were f ive pr incipal  Heads,
chief ly to be considered by the r^r ise and prudent Spectators of  our Wis-
dom and Art .  The First  of  which is,  INVOCATION OF GOD. The second,
CONTEMPLATION OF NATURE. The third,  TRUE PREPARATlON. The fOUTth, the
WAY OP USING- The f i f th,  UTILITY and FRUIT. For he, who regards not
these, shal l  never obtain place among the Lrue CHYMISTS, or f i l l  up the
number of  perIect  SPAGYRISTS. Therefore touching these f ive Heads we
shaII  here fo l lowing treat,  and so far declare them, as that the gener-
aI  Work may be brought to l ight  and perfected by an intent and studious
Operator -

1.  INVOCATION of GOD must be made with a certain Heavenly Intent-
ion,  drawn from the bottom of a pure and sincere Heart ,  and Conscience,
free from al l  Ambit ion I  Hypocr is ie,  and al l  other Vices.  which have any
aff in i ty wi th these, as Arrogancy, Boldness, Pr ide,  Luxury,  Mundane pe-
tulancy, oppression of  the Poor,  and other dependent evi Is,  aI l  which
are to be eradicated out of  the Heart ;  that  when a Man desires to pro-
strate himsel f  before the Throne of  Grace, for  obtaining bodi ly heal th,
he may do that wi th a conscience free from al l  unprof . r table Weeds, that
his Body may be transmuted into an Holy TempLe of  GoD, and be purged from
every uncleanness. For GOD wi l - I  not  be mocked (which I  earnest ly admon-
ish) as Worldly Men pleasing and f lat ter ing themselves with their  own

I



Wisdom, th ink:  cOD, I  say,  wi l l  not  be mocked, but the Creator of  af1
things wi l l  be involved with reverentai l  fear,  and acknowfedged with
due Obedience. And for Lhis there is greac Reason. For what hath Man,
that he must not own to be received from this his Omn.ipotent Creator,
whether you have respect to the Body, or to the SouI,  which operates in
the Body? Hath not he, for  sustentat ion of  th is,  out  of  h is meer Mercy
communicated to us his Eternal  WORD, and also promised Eternal  SALVAT-
ION?Harh not he also provided food and cloathing for the Body, and aI l
these things, wi thout which the Body cannot subsist? Al- I  these by hum-
ble Prayer a Man obtains of  that  most excel lent  Father,  who created Hea-
ven and and Earth,  together wi th th ings Vis ib le and Tnvis ib le,  as the
Frrmament,  E]ements,  Vegetables,  and An j -mals.  Which is so very t rue,
Lhat T am certainly assured, no Impious Man shal l  ever be partaker of
t rue Medicine, much less of  the Eternal  HeavenLy Bread. Therefore place
your whole Intent ion and Trust  in cOD. cal l  upon him and pray,  that  he
may impart  h is blessing to you; Iet  Lhis be the beginning ot  your Work,
that by the same you may obtain your desired end, and at  Lengrh ef fect
what you intended. FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM.

Whosoever purposeth in himsel f  to seek af ter  that ,  which is the great-
est  of  Terrene things, especial ly the knowledge oI  every good cning,
that is in the Creatures,  and cOD hath l iberal ly imparted to Men, and
implanted (as to their  ef fect ive power )  rn STONES, HERBS, ROOTS, SEEDS,
ANIMALS, PLANTS. MINERALS, METALS, yea and indeed in al l  th ings;  Iet

\ , '  th. \ r r . rh ic raia-t -  >l  l  thrr  donondc 
^n 

Fhom rnddwdy drr  Eq! L ' r f  _ l  LLruuyrrLrr !LJLL u vupL,.uJ

hone For f rcencqq .rF Ho:r t  :nd nr:w _- laur l r rnecc nF
[Jrol  J, ,  w_LL" 9

6i-r .  c '^  r^ i^^ Lj^ l rnno aF Froonoce mrv at  laroth hF Frtr .ed inLO t1.Ueuvt Y r  Lrrr  vPL ,"uJ rr  g

f reedom. Which no Man wiI I  doubt,  who knows, that  he alone rs cOD. who
de. l - ivered ISRAEL from a1I his Enemies; which del iverence he did in very
deed ef fect ,  nor only for  ISRAEL. but a. lso for  aI I  Men making humble
supp) icat ions to him, and praying with brokenncss of  Heart .  Theref lore
la l -  pr : \ /ar  ha t -ho f i - -+ 

^^ i  ^ . tmnn 
i -  i  na , . ,h i  

^L- - l -n 
ic :n/ l  h\ /r ru rrqlq!  ! r r -L PUt.rL

us is cal led INVOCATION OF GOD, which i f  made, not wi th Hypocr is ie,  and
a feiqned Heart ,  but  wi th such Fai lh and Trust ,  as that ,  wi th which the
CENTURION in CAPERNAUM prayed; wi th such lowl iness of  mind, and confess-
ion of  Sins,  as the WOMAN of CANAAN hras endued with;  wi th such Chari ty
as the SAI-4ARITAN shotred to the Man wounded in the Way to JERICHO. pour-
ing hl ine and OiI  into his Wounds, paying his Charges in the Inn, and
giv ing order he should be very careful ly looked to:  Last ly,  i f  a Man's
Christ ian Char i ty extends i tsel f  so far  as to obrain what he prays for ,
as i f  he would wi l I ingly comnunicate of  the same to hrs Neighbour,  then
he shaLl  undoubtedly obtain Riches and Health,  the end ot  h is Prayer*.

KIRKRINGIUS*- What the Author hath premised here at  large, and
elsewhere of ten inserted touching Piety,  the Worship of  GOD, and
lnvocat ion of  h is Name, f  purpose nei ther to praise nor dispraise:
Let them be judged signs of  h is own earnest Piety,  Arguments of
his s incer i ty,  and signate lmpresses of  h is fervent zeal  (by so
many Tautologies and Reiterat ions )  of ten boi l ing up. Every Man,
according to the Opinions of  h is mind, and the perswasion, in
which he was educated from his Chi fdhood, wi l l  more or less esteem



of th is.  I t  was my business to t ranslate the Authors wr i t ings
into Lat in,  j -n such a Method and Order,  as I  thought would in no
!r1se gj ,ve any dj .staste to the del j .cate PALAT of the READER; also
to indicate that ,  which seems pert inent to the business of  every
CHYMIST and the true SPAGYRIST, and not to neglect  the other.
For s ince Piety is avai lable for  aI I  Lhings. as div ine Oracles
teach, and the pr j -ncipal  exercj-se of  PIETY is pRAyER; by which
Celest ia l  Gi f ts are obtained of  cOD the giver of  a l l  good things;
our Author wi lLs,  that  unto him the mind is l i f ted up, even in
the midst  of  the Operat ions o[  Chymistry fu] i  ot  labour and toiL.
I f  Prayer ef fected no other th ing,  i t  certainly col lects the mind
(caf led away from a1l  other th ings )  into i t  sel f  and renders i t
apt  for  that ,  which is in hand; whence j - t  comes to pass, that  i t
ref lects upon many things, and considers them, which otherwj se
would not enter the mind, i . f  i t  set  about i ts t^Jork perfunctor i ly ,
and di .stracted r / r i th var ious Concept ions:  And so, by the help of
Prayer we receive many things, which we ( i f  not  ungrateful)  must
needs acknowledge we have obtained from GOD. How often this is
found to be of  use in SPAGYRICK WORKS every Man knows, that  hath
any t ime, int i re ly devoted hrmself  to Lhis business:,  v j -2.  how often
those things which he Iong sought and could not f ind,  have been
imparted to him in a moment,  and as i t  were infused from above,
dictated by some good GENIUS. That also is of  use in dissolv ing
al l  Riddles,  or  AEnigmat ical  Wri t rngs:  For i f  you burn wi th a
great desire of  knowing Lhem, that  is Prayer;  and when you incl ine
your mind to th is or that .  var iously discussing and nedi tat ing
many things, th is is CO-OPERATION; that  your Prayer may not be
idIe,  or  cempt ing coD; yet  chis your endeavor.rr  is  in vain,  unt i l
you f ind the SOLUTION. Nevertheless i f  you desp.r i r  noL, but in-
stant ly persist  in desire,  and cease not f rom Labour,  at  Length
in a moment the SOLUTIOII  wi I l  fa l l  in;  th is is REVEALATION. which
you cannot receive unl-ess you pray wi th great desire and labour,
usr,ng your utmost endeavour;  and yet you cannot perceive.  how from
al l -  those things (of  which you thought )  which were not the SOL-
UTION of the AENIGMA, the SOLUTION i t  sel f  arose. This unfolding
of the Riddle opens to you the mystery of  aI I  great th ings, and
shews how avai lable Prayer is tor  the obtaining of  chings Spir i t -
ual  and Eternal ,  as t^rel I  as Corporeal  and per ishing goods; and
when Prayer is made with a Heart  not  fe igned, but s incere;  you
wi l l  see that there is nothing more f i t  for  acquir ing of  what you
desire.  Let  these suff ice to be spoken of  PRAYER, which BASILIUS
and a. l , l  PHILOSOPHERS \^r i th him do not vainly require,  as an Intro-
duct ion to CHYMISTRY. For PIETY is prof i table for  aI I  Works,  es-
pecial ly for  a l l  GREAT UNDERTAKINGS.

2. Next in order af ter  PRAYER is CONTEMPLATION, by which I  under-
stand an accurate at tent ion to the business i t  sel f .  under which fal l
these considerat ions f i rst  to be noted. As, what are the CIRCUMSTANCES

. of  any th ing, what the MATTER, what Lhe FORM, whence i ts Operat ions pro-
ceed, whence i t  is  infused and implanted, how generated by the STARS,

'l



conf i rmed by the ELEMENTS,
LES. AIso how the body of
olved into the f i rst  MATTER
made ment ion in other of  my
^hr^^6/t  

i  h+^ rh^ +;  r^r  - - :LrrarrYEu

produced and perfected by the three PRINCIp-
orrorrr  rh i  h6 ; i - -^1.  ^.1 -F-!  iswE, j  urrrrrY ,"q) |  !s

.  or  f i rst  ESSENCE (of  which T have already
wri t ings) v: 'z-  how the last  Matter may be
the f i rst  into the last .*

*KIRKRINGIUS- What are here set  down, touching the true THEORY of
PHILOSOPHY are Compendiums of  those things, which PHILOSOPHERS
have in so many Books (rrr i t  about the same business) revealed,
shal l  I  say,  or  concealed. Attend to the words of  the AUTHOR,
- - .1 

, .^ , ,  , , i  l  l  
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aI l  th ings,  which presides or bears rule in aLl  th ings,  yet  is
involved and absconded in matter and def i lements on every s ide;
f rom which i f  once freed, i t  returns to the pur i ty of  i ts  own sub-
stance, in which i t  produceth al l  th ings,  and is al I  in aI I .  To
comment upon this,  would be a work no less than Lhe producing of
a1l  Books of  Phi losophers,  compi led wi th such accurate study, and
contcn. l  i  no wi  th c^ . r ra: l -  / - /1nr-6nl-  ion about the THEORY _

Thrs CONTEMPLATION, which absolves the second part  of  our Admonit ion
is Celest ia l ,  and to be understood with Spir i t  and Reason; for  the c i r -
cumstances and depth of  every th ing cannoL be percej  ved any other way,
then by the Spir icual  cogi tat ion of  Man; and this CONTEMPLATION is two-
told.  One is caI led possible,  the other impossible.  The lacer con-
sists in copious cogi tat ions,  which never proceed to ef fecLs, nor ex-
hibi t  any form of a matter,  which fa l ls under the Touch. As r f  any one
should endeavour to comprehend the Eterni ty oI  the mosL High, which is
t r : in rnr i  imnnccihla rrar > c in rnr in<f .ha H^l \ /  cnir i i  c^ . r r^d.nt- l \ /q!!vYq'r ! ! l

ro pry into the DIVINITY i t  seI f ,  which rs tmmense, Inf in i re,  and EL-
ernal ;  and co subject  the incomprehensive Counsel  oI  Lhe Secrets of  Cod,
co humane Inquis j . t ion.  The other part  of  CONTEMPLATTON, which is pos-
sible,  is  cal led the THEORY. This contemplates that. ,  which is percei-
ved by Touch and Sight,  and hath a formed NATURE in t ime; th j -s consid-
ers,  how that nature may be helped and perfected by Resolut ion of  i t
sel f ;  how every body may give for th f rom i t  sel f ,  the good or evi l ,  Ven-
ome or Medicine latent in i t ;  how Destruct ion and Confract ion are to
be handled, whereby under a just  Ti t Ie,  wi thout Sophistrcal  decei ts,
ihe nrrre mav he q,avr-^r  ^r  r rom tha imnrrre mh.s SEPARATION
is  inst i tuted and made by divers manual operat ions,  and var ious ways:
Some of which are vulgarJ-y known by exper ience. These are,  CALCINAT-
ION, SUBLIIqATION, REVERBERATION, CIRCULATION, PUTREEACTION, DIGESTION,
DISTILLATION, COHOBATION, FIXATION, and the I ike of  Lhese;aLI the deg-
rees of  which are found in operat ing,  Iearned, perceived and manifest-
ed by the same. whence clear ly appears what is moveable,  what is f ixed,
what is whi te,  red,  b lack,  b lue, or green, vrz.  when the operat ion is
r ia l r f  l l  inc+i f . , fo/ l  l - \ t ,  +I- \^ 

^- f  
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and turn aside from the r ight  wayi  but  that  NATURE should err ,  when
r . idh+l t '  ! r -^. . r  l  

^A 
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NATURE cannot be al together f ree,  and released from the Body, in which
i t  is  held Capt ive,  return again into your way, Iearn Lhe THEORY more
perfect ly,  and enquire more accurately in the method of  operat ing,  that
you may f ind the foundat ion and certainty in Separat ion of  a l I  Things-
Which is a matter of  great concern.  And this is the second foundat ion



of Phr- Iosophy, whj-ch fo l lows PRAYER; for  in that  the sum of the Matter
I ies,  and rs contained in these words. Seek f i rst  the KINGDOM of cOD,
and his JUSTICE by PRAYER and aI ]  other th ings, which Man seeks in these
Temporals,  and he hath need of ,  e i ther for  the sustentat ion or heal th
nF hi  c hnr l r r  chr 1 I  ha >ddaul  tn rrnrr

3. Next to the THEORY, which searcheth out the inmost propert ies
of th ings, fo l lows PREPARATION, which is performed by Operat ion of  the
hands, that  some real  work may be produced. From PREPARATION ar iseth
Knowledge ,  vtz.  Such, as opens al l  the fundamentals of  Medicine. oper-
at ion of  the Hands requires a di l igent appl icat ion of  i t  seI f ,  buc Lhe
nraise oF Sci  onr-e corqi  q,1.  s in exncr i  err-o hr1- f  l^o di  FForongg Of thesevrutJv

ANATOMY dist inguishethi  ,  operat ion shews how aII  th ings may be brorght
to I ight ,  and exposed to s ight .  v is ib ly;  but  Knowledge shews the pract-
ice;  and that,  whence the true Pract i t ioner is,  and is no other then
conf i rmat ion;  because the operat ion of  the hands manifests something
that is good, and draws the latent and hj-dden nature outwards, and br-
i  - - -  

. i  i  -LF F^- d.- \ . r r . l  F.)r  -  Fq i  n Cnr i  j - r r : l  c .  t -ho waw Of the LOrdr r rYs r-L L\J Lrg"L j . ( . ' / r  \Jvvu ,  r r rc wor

is  to be prepared; so also in these things, the way is Lo be opened and
prepared; that  no error be from the r ighr parh.  and Process may be made,
withouc devious errors.  in the drrecr way ro healrh.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Manual Operat ion is chief ly required in th is th i rd
Part ,  wi thout which every operat ion,  l ike a Ship want ing Bal IasL,
f loats and is uncertain.  I t  is  d i f f icul t  to express th is wrth a
Pen; for  more is learned once seeing the work done, then can
be taught by che wric ing of  many Pages; yet  i f  i r  be no of fence
to you. to peruse these COMMENTARIES' togcther wi th BASILIUS (rn
this so necessarv Dart)  wi l }  not  a l i t t le help.

4.  At ter  PREPARATION, and especia-LIy af ter  separat  j .on of  the good
.[rom the evi l ,  we are to proceed to the* USE of the Weighl  or  dose,
that nei ther more, nor Iess then is f i t ,  may be given. For above al l
th ings,  the Physic ian ought wel l  to know, whether his Medicament hr i l l
be weak or strong, also whether i t  wi l l  do good, or hurt ,  unless he re-
solves to fat ten the Church-yard,  wi th the loss of  h is fame. and haz-
ard of  h is own SouI.

*KIRKRINGIUS- By USE, the Author understands what others cal l
DOSE; for  what wi l l  a good Medicine prof i t  you, i f  you know not
in what quant i ty to administer i t '  that  the same may rather heal- '
then hurt  or  k i1L.  By exper ience only to learn th is,  is  a work
ful1 of  per i lous casual ty,  yet  the Discipl ine of  knowledge of
DOSES r ' ra s found out th is very way f i rst ,  and al terwards easi ly
taught by Words. where a I iv ing Voice is want ing,  i t  is  safer
to be too t imerous. then in any wise bold or adventurous al though
of ANTIMONY I  can af f i rm'  that  being duly prepared i t  is  as harm-
less a Medicine as CASSIA or MANNA. The whole cauLion is chief ly
about i ts use, af ter  the f i rst  preparat ions;  because i t  may st i l I
retain much of  i ts  own crude Venome.



5. After the Medicament is taken into the body, and hath di f fused
i fcal f  fhr^, ,^h: l l  t -hs Members,  that  i t  may search out those delects
against  which i t  was adrninistred, the UTILiTY comes to be considered;
f  or ' i  r  i  s  nossi  h1a t_ls1 a Medicament di  r  i  non- l . '  nron: rorr  and exhibi ted
in due weight,  may do more hurt  then good in some Diseases, and seem
to be Venome rather then Medicine. Hence an accurate ref lexron is to
be made to those things, which prot i t  or  help;  and they are di l igent ly
to be noted, that  rde mav be mindful  to observe the same in orner cases.

Yet borh in the USE and UTILITY, th is one thing is necessary to be
considered, v iz.  whether the Disease is to be external  and open wound,
or onl  v an i  nfernF I  and I  atcnf  F\ / i l . fnr  as the di f ference of  these iS
great,  so the way of  curat ion is not the same. Therefore the bottom of
every Disease is to be known, that  i t  may be understood, whether the
same may be cured by external  remedies onfy,  or  must f rom withrn be dr i -
ven outwards.

*KIRKRINGTUS- That Tndicat ion is to be taken Irom things helping
and hurt ing,  is  known even to TYRO'S. But what the Author sub-
jo ins touching internal  and external  curat ion,  are not so rude,
as not to deserve good Attent ion.  And also those things which
he permixeth wi th his own Satyr- icaI  Reprohension, i f ,  the Readcr
be so wise as to bel ieve that BASILIUS intermixeth them to deter
the unlvorthy der iders of  CHYMISTRY from approaching to his sacred
ARCANUMS, he wi l l  be wise for himsel f .  For whi lst  others rai l
and swel l -  wi th indignat ion,  he gathers the f ru i t  of  the Author 's
Axioms, which as another Agent he scaLtered among those Thorns.
Whi lcf  ' rnrr  o ]n ' 'or  nF fh.rmi el-r r  ' ' '  11 tJuu'  v L"1," ! .Lr  ) ,  7 PL. r  
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keep Si lence.

For 1f  the Center of  the Disease be within,  such a Medicine must be
given, as can search out,  apprehend and rcstore rhat Centre;  orherwise
the Physic ian's labour wi l , l  be f ru i t less and in vain.

D4oreover,  i f  there be an j -nternal  Disease, which ar iseth,  and is fed
from an internal  Or ig inal ,  i t  must never be dr iven inward by external
remedies;  . [or  great discommodit-y wi l l  thence ensue, and at  Icngth Dea-
th i t  sel- f  .  Which may be understood by the s imi l i tude of  a Tree; for
i f  any one whi l -st  they proceeded to the nutr iment of  the Earth;  that
Tree wi l l  be so far f rom br inging forth the desired Frui t  by the f low-
er,  that  a suf focat ion of  the same ar iseth f rom the violent conjunct-
ion of  humours not f inding any out- let .  Therefore there is great di f -
ference between fresh wounds inf  l - ic ted by Pr ick.  Cut,  or  any other way'
and the old which der ive their  Or ig inal  f rom within.  For the f resh wo-
unds may be perfect ly cured by external  remedies only;  but  in those
which are nour ished from withinf  an external  appl icat ion of  Oi ls,  Bal-
soms, Unquents,  and Plasters prof i ts I i t t le,  unLess Lhe Internal  Foun-
tain be i topped, whence the humours [ ]ow Lo the external  parts.  When
the Fountain shal l  be stopped, the FIux wi l l  cease, and the evi l  may
easi ly be cured with Diet  only.  I t  is  no great point  of  Art  to heal
any fresh wound, for  th is every Country-man can easi ly ef fect  wi th crude
Lard;  but to remove alL symptoms which happen in wounds, and to dry up



the Fountain of  the evi l ,  th is is the work,  and this the labour of  the
Art ist .

Now come hi ther,  you Physic ians, how many soever there be of  you,
that arrogate to yoursefves the Ti t Ie of  Doctor of  e i ther Medicine, v iz.
of  internal  and external  Diseases; understand ye the Ti t le of  your hon-

- - r  ^^-- . .1-  . '^ . r r  . \ r , /n f - r \nq. i  6n/-a :nd qea wha-hor wnrt  a6ggiygdy\rLrr  vwrr .  w,rL 
- ! re!  )  vu

that  f rom GOD, Ehat is,  possess i t  in ver i ty,  or  whether you usurp i t
as a f  ormr for  honour sake. For,  as much as Heaven is distant f rom
the Earth,  so vast ly di f ferent is the ArL of  heal  ing internal  Diseases,
from the Sanat ion oi  external  wounds. I f  the Ti t le be given to you by
cOD, the same GOD wi l l  g ive a Blessing, Fel ic i ty,  Heal th,  and happy ev-
ents;  but  i f  your Ti t le be vain,  and only devised and assumed for am-
bl t ion,  a l l  th ings wi I I  evi l ly  succeed to you; your honour wiLL fai l ,
and you wi l l  prepare for  your sel f  HeI l - f i re,  which can no more be ex-
! i - - . . :^r-^r  '  can L)c axnrossed bv words. For Chr ist  said Lo hisLtrrYur-"Ev

Disciples;  YOU CALL I{E LORD AND MASTER, AND YE DO WELL. Therefore,  who-
qocl /ar  

^qqnmaq 
a ' l ' i  r - le o. f  Honour,  let  h im See whether he do we I  I  ,  and

whether he ascr ibes not more to himsel f ,  than he knows and hath learn-
ed, which is the real  abuse of  th is Ti t le.  For he, who wiLI  wr i te him-
sel f  Doctor of  e i ther Medicine, ought to understand, Know, and be weII
ski l led rn both,  v iz.  the Internal  and External  Medicine. Nor should
he be ignorant of  ANATOMY. that he may be able to shew the Const i tut-
ion of  the Body, and discover f rom what l " lember every Disease proceeds,
together wi th i ts Fountain and cause. Also remedies,  wi th which he may
cure the Disease, and circumstances of  external  l , iounds, are to be under-
stood by him. cood cOD! Where wiI I  the Ti t le be found, what wi I I  be-
come of the Masler.  when an exact Tr ia l  shal l  be made, for  d iscover ing
fho i  dn. \ r ,an.a 6f  i -hese DOCTORS Of ei ther MEDICINE?

I ---  hof  nre mrr dar. 'q.  t -  ho !6q16rs oI  Mcdi-c ine did themsel-I ,orL '  +urrY ,") i  vq)

ves cure External  wounds, and judged thaL a p,art  of  their  O[ l ice;  but
in ihaqa nrrr  r - imac f  ha\ /  t - :La q6rrr .anic L/h^m f  h6\ /  cmnlnrr  in I  r raqp I 'h i  n.rq

,  ur lL /

and this way the noblest  of  Arts is become a Mechanj-ck operat ion;  and
some of those who exercise i t ,  are endeed so very rude ,  as they know
not Letters,  and scarcely know how (according to the Proverb) to dr ive
an Ass out of  the Corn. These, I  say,  profess themselves Maslers in
cur ing wounds, and Doctors of  Doctors;  and to speak the truth as i t  is ,
they may by a better r ight  g lory in th is TiLIe,  then thou maqnit ic ient
Doctor,  Umbrat ical  Chyrurgion, and most ignorant Boaster of  Ti t les.
why do you st i le your sel f  Doctor of  e i ther Medicr-ne. What more not
Master Doctor,  what say you, most expert  Chyrurgron? I  pray be not
of fended at  th is,  or  take i t  amiss;  for  you your sel f  wi lL quickly con-
fess,  i f  you do but ser iously consider wounds made by Pr lck or Cut,
that  you have as much knowledge in the cure of  them, as is in the Brain
of a dunghi l l  Cock. which Chj- ldren learning their  A.B.C. are wont to
si t  in the Front ispiece of  their  Pr imer.

Therefore I  perswade aI I  Men, of  what state or condi t ion soever,  who
are desirous of  Learning, f rom your Masters to search out the t rue Doc-
tr ine,  which consists . in PREPARATION, and af terward in the usE; so they.
or you, shaII  possess the Ti t l -e assumed with honour.  and Men wiI I  thus

7,



undoubtedly have conf idence in you, and you wi l l  in very deed do them
good, then wiI I  you to the Eternal  Creator give thanks cordial ly wi th-
out fe igning. But let  every Man ser iously chink wich himsel f ,  what.  i r
is  he ought to do, and what he is to omit ,  and whether he doth just ly
or unjust ly use the Ti t le assumed. For he, who assumes any T]. t le,  oug-
ht  especial ly to understand the condi t ion of  that  Ti t le,  an why he ass-
umed i t ,  or ,  what the t rue foundat ion is.  I t  is  not  suf f ic ient .  i f  any
one with the vulgar say (saving your reverence, Iet  the more del icate
Men pardon us,  i f  we intendj-ng to speak to the purpose, make ment ion
^f  
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i I I  savour,  and know not how i r  comes to pass, that  a l4an, who perhaps
eats food of  a most grateful  taste and odour,  and weLl accommodated to

r  - r  -  -honr-c mekaq avr-ro-ner-  andrrad w j  l -  h f l . la l i t ies sof1PUSL-L LE-,  w-L" '  Y.
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^1^i  n.r  >n ndnrrr  r rn. l r^ l -  6F!1'  rnr i  rarconrrary,  ano yle]ol . . ,  * , .  . - -  )  - , ,a -r)ugnant 1:o
Nature;  of  which there J-s no other reason, then natural  putrefact ion
and corrupt ion.  The same happens in aI I  Aromat ical  weII  smel l ing Lhings.
I t  is  the Phi losophers part  to enquire,  what odour is,  and h/hence i t
receives i ts v i r tues,  and in , rhat  the v i r tue of  i t  may be made manifest
ro f  r ' rF nrnl  i  r  Fnr the Eafth iS nour ished and Faron'-d hv cr i  nki  no d rnr-r

and noble Frui t  is  produced of  i t .  Of th is matter there is not one
cause only,  but  our Book would swel l  to an huge Volume, i f  we should
but br ief ly hint  at  aI I  natural  Generat ions and mutat ions;  yet  DIGEST-
ION and PUTREFACTION are the pr incipal  keys of  them. For the FIRE and
AIR make a certain MATURATION, by which a Transmutat ion of  the EARTH
and WATER may fol low; and this is also a certain mutat ion,  by which of
evi l  smel l ing Dung a most f ragrant BaIsam may be produced; and on the
contrary,  of  most grateful  BaIsom i I l  savoured Dung. But perhaps you

-  . ro. l l ] . -e examnl cq qo t  ^r"  ' , r ' l^  - - .1 -L--  
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Fess the example is taken from a Cottage, racher thcn a RoyaI Court ;
ve* a nrrrdcnf . -onqida-pr of  Fhinos 'n.)rp 

^r-(-  
r raf  r . ' 'v  d iv ino into Lhe

matter,  wi l l  easi ly undersrand, what such examples int imate to him,
viz.  that  of  the highest th ings the lowesl  are made. and of  the lowest
the highest,  so that ,  oE a Medicament is produced Venome, and of  ven-
ome Medicine; of  the sweet,  b i t ter ,  acid,  and corrosive,  another th ing
m.\ r6 

^r^Fi  
r .h l6

O good GOD, how much is Nature absconded from l4en. so that she seems
to disdain to be whol ly seen by us? But s ince thou hast ordained so
r rarrr  chnr l -  :  r - ima nF arrr  I  i  €a And f  h^, '  iha .Tir , , l . 'a nf  : l  Iu JVYL ur

th ings to thy sel f  in the Creatures,  which thou hast lef t  to be admir-
ed, not known. by us,  of  which chou alone wi l t  be the beholder and Jud-
ge, grant unto me, that  unto my Li fe 's end I  may keep thee and my Sav-
iour in my Heart ,  that  besides heal . th and necessar ies of  the Body,
which thou hast l iberal ly bestowed, I  may also acquire the heal th of
my SouI and Spir i tual  Riches; of  which inest imable good I  am freed from
aII  doubt by that  thy mercy,  in which.  for  me a miscrable Sinner,  thou
didst  (on the Tree of  the Cross) shed the Sulphur and Balsom of my soul ;
which is indeed a mert i ferous Venome to the Devi ] ,  but  to us Sinners a
present remedy. I  do certainly heal  my Breathren, as far  as concerns
the SouI,  by Prayer,  and in relat ion to the body, vr i th apt Remedies;
therefore I  hope they wiI I  on their  parts use their  endeavour 

'  
that  Lhey

with me, and I  wi th them, may at  length inhabi t  the Tabernacle of  the
Most High, and in him our cOD enjoy Eterni ty.



But to return to my Phi losophy of  ANTIMONY, f  would have the Reader,
before aJ1 things, to understand, that  a l l  th ings contain in themselves
.ncref  i  l /F And rr i r r i  F i , -af  i \ /a cnir i l .  q.  urhi  nh inhrhi t inn in tho Rnirr  FoaigrrL uvvl  !  gLv

and nour iSh chemselves. and are sustained by the Body. Elements them-
sefves want not these Spir i tsr  which ( the Liv ing coD permirLing that)
\"rhether they be good or evi l ,  have their  Habi tat ion in them. l len and
Anj-mals have in them a I iv ing operat ing Spir i t ,  which receding from them,
nothing but a Carkass remains.  In Herbs,  and aI I  th ings bear ing Frui t ,
.a Snir i l -  nF Crni t -  r ;  avicfc.  

^fhorLr i  
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ion,  be reduced to Medicinal  use. MetaIs and at I  Minerals,  are endued
:h^ 
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and vir tue of  a1I  the. i r  possible ef fects,  consists.  For whatsoever is
without Spir i t ,  wants Li fe,  and contains in i t  seLf no vjv i fy ing Vjr tue.
Therefore,  you are to know, that  in ANTIMONY also there is a Spir i t .
which ef fects whatsoever is in i t ,  or  can proceed from i t ,  in an invis-
ib le way and man'ner,  no otherwise, than as in the MAGNET is absconded
a certain invis j .b le power,  as we shal I  more largely t reat  in i ts own
place, where we speak of  the MAGNET.

But there are var ious k inds of  Spir iLs,  *v is ib le to the lnLel lect ,  and
endued wiLh Spir i rual  Knowledqe, which norwithsranding cannot (when they
wi l l )  be touched or apprehended, as NaturaL Men are to l lched; especial ly
they, who have cheir  t ixed Residence in Elements.  as are rhe Spir i ts ot

--r  ^-her ohiects Forma l  I . .  r - - -  ' .  - r -  f rom rhem_r  r !c '  LrYr lL vLrrur vvJL! !  !y ud! Lf  L,Y uuL l rY L

selves;  such are AIRY Spir i ts,  who inhabi t  the Aj-r ;  AQUEOUS Spir i ts
l iv ing in Waters;  and TERRENE Spirr ts I iv ing in the Earth,  wh- ich we Men
cal l  EARTHLY MEN. which are chief ly found . in weal thy Mines o[  the Earth,
where thev shew and discover themselves to us.

KTRKRTNGIUS- What fo l lowsr s€€m somewhat confused, accord j -ng Lo
the Sent iments of  certain THEOLOGIcIANS, who have held var ious
opinions of  Spir i ts residing in the Fire,  n i r ,  and other Elements;
adiudoino them to the Eternal  Fire of  Hel l  & etc.  AI I  which wrth
BASILIUS, we leave as unknown, to the Judgemenr o[  Lhe DLvrne Kn-
owledge. But what he himsel f  subjoins,  touching the wonderful
v i r tue and power of  Ant imonial  and aI I  other ChymicaL Spir i ts,
which we ourselves $r i th so great admirat ion have o_Ften seen, we
understand only of  mater ia l  Spir i ts,  which certainly are endued

vir j - r req.  and cFFeci  - '  "^-der lu l  thenwrLlr  cr5 grgdL .  ^,- -  Lrr t r r9-
j -  hc)sc sni  r i  rs -  whi . -h nh^,r f  as- i  r -k -  wich Melan-[Jrru-r  Lq J 
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I  ever found wri t ten or declared (by such, as taking a l iberty
of  ly ing endeavour to please or tease others )  any greater or more
wonderful  v i r tues than these Spir i ts have.

These Spir i ts are endued with Senses and Understanding, know Arts,
and can change themselves into divers Forms. unt i l  the t ime of  their
Judgement;  but  whether a def in i tory sentence ought to be pronounced ag-
ainst  them as yet,  or  no, that  I  l -eave to the Providence of  the Div ine
Majesty.  From whom nothing is hid.  There are other Spir i ts,  want ing
speech, which cannot shew themselves vis ib ly in the very act ;  and they



are those which l ive in Animals,  as in Men and the f ike,  in Plants also
and in Minerafs;  nevertheless they have in themse.Lves an occul t  and
operat ive Li fe,  and manifest  and dj-scover themselves by their  ef f icacr-
ous power of  operat ing,  which they contain in and bear abouL Lhemselves,
and most appar int ly give test imony of  their  v i r tue ot  heal ing,  whenso-
ever that  (by the help of  Art)  is  extracted from them, being accurate-
lw qa.:ra+ad Frnm t-h^r-  L^r, .  rc!--  !L-o fho ef f icaciousLusrr  vvu)/

Spir i t ,  and operat ive power of  ANTIMONY. manifests : - ts gi f ts,  and dis-
t r ibutes them among Men, being f i rst  loosed from i ts own body, and fr-
eed from aII  i ts  bonds, so,  that  i t  is  able to penetrate.  and rendered
Fi* to hc annl iad tn . .L:^r-  fhc Ar- iFicer nr.)nrrsed Co him-!L q 

P:/  !  asq rrvvv.

seI F in Preparat ion.

But the Art ist  and VULCAN ought to agree; the Fire gives separat ion
for an operat ive power,  and the Art i facer forms the matter.  As a Black-
smj- th useth one sort  of  Fire,  a lso I ron onLy is his matter,  which he
intends for forming divers Instruments.  For some t imes of  i t  he makes
a Spi t ,  at  another t ime Horse-shoes, another c ime a Saw, and at  length
innumerable other th ings, every of  which serves for that  Use, unto wh-
ich the Smith intended i t ,  a l though the matter is but One, which he
prepares tor so many divers uses. So of  ANTTMONY var ious works may be
made for di f ferent uses. in which the Art ist  is  the Smirh thar forms;
VULCAN is as i t  were the key which opens; and Operat ion and Ut i l i ty  g ive
exper ience, and knowledge of  the Use. O! I f  fool ish and vain Men had
hrr i  F ' . rc r-  
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ing what T wr- i te,  but  for  understanding the ARCANUM and knowledge of
the use; assuredly they would not suck in those insalubr ious and turbid
Pot ions r  but  hasten to these I imped Fountains,  and dr ink of  the WeI l  of
Li f  e.

ThereIore Iet  the WorLd know, thaL I  shaII  prove those pretended Doc-
tors.  who seem to be wise, to be mere Fools and TdioLs, and cause many
unlearned Men (but such as are studious DiscipLes of  my Doctrrne) to
become true Doctors in very deed. Wherefore I  here solemnly c iLe and
invi te aI I  Men, who earnest ly aspire to knowledge, wrLh a checrful  mind,
good Conscience, and certain hope. to embrace and become Spectators of
our Doctr ine,  and accuratefy to peruse my Wri t ings and Informat ions;
f^r  

-^ 
rF 1^hd+h f  h6r '  lFoina nnccoLU.L 5U, ctL J-eI19LI l ,  Lr lEy \ rJstr lY PtJ55c5-rUr 5 LJL wl ldL Ll lEy sUu9l lL /  wr-L L E^-

to l  and commend me af ter  death,  render ing my morta]  name immortal ,  wi th
f  he i  r  nerncl-rral  remcmhranr-a nf  mw nr,r  i  qaq :q Ioncr aq -  ho World endur.es.

But i f  when I  am dead, any one be pleased to inst i tute a disputat ion
in the Schools against  me, my trrr i t ings wi I I  fu l ly  answer aI I  h is object-
ions,  and I  am assured my Discipfes wi I I  never forget the benef i t  re-
ceived from me, by which they v, / i I I  obtain the Empire of  Truth,  which
ever was to me, and always wiI I  be to them, suf f ic ient  to suppose a l ie
to the Worlds end.

Also let  the wef l  meaning and sincere observer of  Art  know' that  there
are two kinds ot  ANTIMONY very di f ferenL each from other;  one is ta i r ,
pure,  and of  a golden property,  and that contains very much MERCURY,
but the other which hath much SULPHUR is not so f r iendly Lo gold as the
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Eirst ,  and is dist inguished by fa i r  long and white shining streaks.
Therefore one is more f i t  for  Medicine and ALCHEMY, then the other,  as
when the Flesh of  Fishes is compared with the Flesh of  other Animals.
.1r-h^, , . rh F,^f  h f  hac6 .r-  rnr l  : ra r . r1 I  ar l  Fl  ach \ '^r  d5^h 

^F- -  tnese verv
much di f fers f rom the Flesh of  the other;  even so of  ANTIMONY the di f -
ference is the same. Many do indeed wri te of  the Inter iour v i r tue of
ANTIMONY, but fe\" /  of  them ever taught the t rue Foundat ion of  the Vir-
tues wi th which j - t  is  endued, or found out which way,or in what manner
i t  receives them: So that their  Doctr ine is founded upon words only,
exists wi thout any true foundat ion,  and they themselves Lose the Frui t
they hoped to receive by such Wri t ings.  For to wr i te t ru ly of  ANTIMONY
is a work that  requi  res profound Meditat ions.  a mind largely un[olding
i t  sel f ,  and knowl edge o[  i ts  manifold PREPARATION, and of  the t rue SOLJL
of j - t ,  in which aI I  Lhe Ut i l i ty  is  c i ted,  and which being known you mav
be able to give an indubi tate Judgement,  of  what evi l  or  good, Venome
or Medicine is latent therein.  I t  is  not  a matter of  smal l  moment by
a true EXAMEN to search r-nto ANTIMONY, and thereby to penetrate funda-
ment- .a l  lv  i  nto i  f  s Fl . .o. ' - -  rnr i  rhrn.rrrh oarrost-  crndv l -  o a1-f  a in the I inaII  rv qr

knnwlodoo l -haro. \ f  i -h.r t  fho Vencnoqi tv - '  .  . * -c whrch un-f  LJ ! ,  r -  \ 'agarrrS

<Li l lFrr ' l  M6n id^^r.r ! r . .  - . ,^r- i - \  - - , ,  
r^^ F^1. --r . i !  ] - ,a nh:nnon

-rerr  ! \Jrru!o.rLry s. \L_Ldrrr  /  l | roy l .JE Lcrr \crr  crwdY, drru LL !s L.ro.rysu

:h, . l  
^F^niF^/q 

i  ^ f  ^  
r  hpi f  pr  q l -  a ip hor-nmi 1.r  a Mad i r - i  r r -  Fi  I  f  Or.  USe andvr!v ' ! ! r t ' i

voi-d of  Venome.

Many Art ist  intending to Anatomize ANTIMONY, have divers ways vexed,
wrested and tormented the same, in such wise as i t  cannot be wel l  des-
cr ibed in Words, much Iess bel ieved; yet ,  the matLer being truly exam-
ined, they ef fected noLhing. For they soughL not i ts t rue Soul ,  and
therefore could not f ind the feigned Soul  of  i t ,  which themselr , 'es sou-
ght.  By the black Colours a mist  was cast bciore their  Eycs,  so LhaL
they could nei ther observe the true SouI i t  sel f ,  nor know ic.  For
ANTTMONY I ike unto MERCURY, may f i t ly  be compared to a round Circ le,  of
which there is no end; in which the more di l igenr ly any Man seeks, tha
more he f inds,  i f  Process be made by him in a r ight  way and due order.
Yet the LIFE of  no one Man is suf f ic ient  for  h im to learn al l  the my-
ster ies thereof.  I t  is  Venome and a most swif t  poison, aLso i t  is  void
of Venome and a most excel lent  Medicine; whether i t  be used outwardly
or inwardly.  Which is a th ing hid f rom most Men by reason of  their  own
bl indnessr and they judge i t  an incredible,  f  ool-Lsh and vain work,  be-
cause ( through their  ignorance )  i t  is  unknown to them, who can no other-
wise be excused, then that they deserve the name of Stupidi ty;  yet  that
is not to be suffered in them. because they desire not to learn or be
better informed, ei ther here,  or  e lsewhere.

ANTIMONY is endued with al f  the four f i rst  qual i t ies;  i t  is  cold and
humid, and again i t  is  hot  and dry,  and accommodates i t  sel f  to the four
Seasons of  the year,  a lso i t  is  volat i le and f ixed. The volat i le part
of  j - t  is  not  void of  Venome, but the f ixed is f ree f rom al l  venenosi ty;
which is so very strange, as i t  may be reputed one o[  E.he seven Wonders
of the World,  of  wh. ich so many Wri ters have discoursed, not knowing
themselves what thev wr i t -  There hath been no *Man before me, and at
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th is day there is none found, who hath so throughly learned the power,
v i rcue, strength,  operat ion.  and ef f icacy of  ANTTMONY, or so profoundly
nanai-raj-  ed i  nr-n a1I i -hp FnF-.rv i -haro^F as nol-hi  no 'nor/-  is  Iatent in iL
unfound out,  or  which cannot be brought to l ighL by exper ience. f f
such a Man could be found he would be worthy to be carr ied about in a
TRIUMPHANT CHARIOT,as in Limes past was granted to Monarchs, and pot-
ent Heros,  af ter  they had happi ly fought Batt les,  and were returned
with Victory.  But I  fear,  that  many of  our Doctors wi l I  be constrained
to provide a Char iot  for  themselves.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Here the Author speaks largely in commendat ion of
ANTIMONY. Read, read ( I  say) O Lover of  Chymistryr  and you wiI I
f ind nothing Hyperbol ick,  nor any thing Torasonick.  BASILIUS in
speaking as he doth,  hath not exhausted the Praises of  Ant imony;
because no Man unLo t .h is day could ever exper ience aI I  i rs V- i r -
tues.  We have seen many of  i ts  Effects,  and many new Effects
a re d,a i  I  w f  nrrnd hv r- t r  r  i  ot ls Sca rchprq waf mA nw 'nr l rF remain unkn-
own. So that,  as in Fire is an inexhaust ib le Fountain;  ( for  the
mrlra v.r  feko Frnrn i r  l -ho m^ro i | . i i \ /6s) sn i - r  AN'TTIUONY iS an

inest imable Treasure of  new Vir tues.  For i f  f rom i t  you extract
i ts ACETUM a thousand t  j -mes, i t  wj- I l  a thousand t imes yield new
ACETUM. Nature seems to have made choice o[  th is Mineral  chere-
in to hide al l  her Treasures.  Therefore not wiLhout reason hath
BASILIUS made for i t  a TRIUMPHANT CHARIOT, which is dai ly enr iched
with Spoi Is taken Irom the Camps of  lgnorance.

For the Masters of  th is terrene WorLd are so intangled with their  own
.nh^, i^h+--  i -hr !  f  F^. ,  caolz nnfhinn Frnm A-_i--_ 

--A 
E^r^^r-

l l r | . )ugrrL5r LlrdU LI ICy rLL^ rrvLrr l r ry ! !vr"  
- l lL l l " (J l ty 

r . ru r  ctLtu rurY<L

to search i ts Ut i l i ty  for  medicine, and the Heal- th of  the Body, which
noLwithstanding ought above aI I  th ings to be sought,  chat (be1ng brou-
ghc co Light)  the wonderful  works of  our GoD may be made manifest ,  and
the Glory given co him, wi th great thankfulness. I t  is  not  to be deny-
ed. but that  more of  Riches and HeaLth may be found in i t  than erther
, .^ , .  ^11 ^* 

y 
- , ,  ^^r f  -  r -an hcl iove: For I  nrofcsq mv s- lF nO Othef than]vu 4t f  , "y rEt

a Disciple in the Knowl edge of  Ant imony, al though in i t  I  have seen.
exper ienced, and learned more than you. and aI I  such as you are (who
arrogate to your selves great ski I l  therein) ei ther have learned, or
ever can learn.  Yet no Man should therefore be troubled'  or  despair
of  h is wel I  doing, s ince cOD wonderful ly dispenseth his Goods and Bene-
f i ts;  but  because the worId,  indulging their  own Ingrat i tude, have ner-
ther esteemed, nor wi th due Reverence acknowledged the Magnif icence of
th Most High, but have preferred Riches before HeaIth,  GOD hath spread
as i t  were a Spider 's Web before their  Eyes, that  being bl ind they might
not know the Secrets of  Nature absconded in the Form of th is Mineral .

AI I  men cry out Rich,  Rich we would be. I  confess you aI I  aspire to
Riches, and t / , / i  th the Epicure say,  THE BODY FIRST' MUST BE PROVIDED FOR,
THE SOUL MAY AT LENGTH ALSO FIND SOMEWHAT; and wj. th MIDAS (as in the
E:ht a \  r ,^r1 A6c. i  16 Fh-r  -11 

+l- , i  
^^-  

, . ,1. \ rF-dtr  L,r ! ,yo wrrquso€V€r yoL touch may be turned

into Gold.  Hence i t  is ,  that  so many seek their  desired Riches in ANTI-
I \4ONY: But because they accept not that  Gi  f  t  of  the Creator wi th a grate-
ful  Heart ,  which before aI I  Things should be procured, and cast the
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Love of  their  Neighbour behind their  back.  theref ,ore they in vain look
the Horse in the Mouth;  for  they know his Age and Strength no more than
the Guests at  the Marr iage-Feast in CANA of GALAEE knew the wonderful
Work,  which CHRIST there wrought,  when he turned Water into Wine. They
knew, that  Wine was Water,  and that the Water was turned into Wine,
they perceived by the Taste;  but  how that TransmutaLion happened was
hid f rom them. For the Lord JESUS, our Saviour,  reserved chaL Super-
natural  Work to himsel f ,  as a Test imony of  h is Omnipotency. ! {herefore
I  say,  r t  -LS every Man's duty,  to search out thc Myster ies and ARCANUMS,
which the Creator hath insi ted in al I  Creatures;  for  a l though (as we
said) i t  is  not  Credible,  that  we Men can Lhroughly learn and penetrare
alL Things; yet  we are not forbid to inquire int .o chem, s ince by Study
and Di l  ioenr-a qn mrrr-h m:r ,  ha c.c Farr^r1 aq al f  honoh thrnrr . 'h Some defect
a Man be hindred in such wise, as he cannot at ta in to the desired Rich-
es and perfect  Sani tyr  yet  he may acquire enough Lo occasion him not ro
repent of  h is Labour,  but  rather to min. ister unto him maLcer of  Joy and
Rejoic ing.  that  he sees himsel f  so far  an ADEPTIST, as he stands aLways
obl iged to render thanks to his CREATOR-

Therefore,  whosoever desires to become a perfect  Anatomist  of  ANTI-
I4ONY, the f i rst  th ing to be considered by him is Solur ion ot  the Body,
and in order to th is.  he must take i t  in a convcnient place, and pro-
pose to himsel f  the r ight .  way, that  he be not scduced inro devious Parhs.
Secondly he must observe the covernance of  the Fire,  taking Care that
i t  be nei tber too much, nor too l i t t le,  or  too hot,or too cold.  For
the sum of al l  is  s i ted in an exact Governance oE the Fire;  by which
the vrvi fy ing SPIRITS of  ANTIMONY are extracted, and loosed from their
bonds, and so rendered capable Lo maniIest  rheir  Ef fects operat ivcly.
Also he must take great Care,  that  th j -s Operar ive V- i r tJe be noL morl-
i f ied and per ish by Adust ion.  Thirdly,  the Use or Dose is to be obser-
ved by him, chac he may administer i t  in due manner,  knowing the lv leas-
ure,  as I  above ment ioned, when f  spake of  the t ive prr .ncipal  Heads
requis i te in the Exercise and Pract ice oF CHYMISTRY; but here I  only
hi nf  .ef  i  1-  r - r r rcar i  I  v x, .  , . , - , ,  ^r  -  

r ) - - - r - l
- - - - - l  Dy way or a yaraDre.

By RESOLUTION the sum of the Matter is proposed, but by Fire i t  1s
prepared to prof i t .  For a Butcher cuts out an Ox. and div ides i t  into
parts,  but  no Man can prot iLably enjoy th is Flesh, unless he f i rst  boi l
i t -  h\ /  Fira hrr  ! . 'h i  

-h 
nnaral .  i r ' \n l .ha pa,- t  SubStance of  the FIesh is chan-

ged and prepared into whi te Al iment.  I f  a Man constrained by hungar.
should eat that  Raw and Red Flesh, i t  would be Venom to him rather than
MEDICINE; because the natural  Heat of  the Stomach is too weak to con-
^^^f  

r^A 
' ]  

i  
^^-+ 

r l - , -+ 
^r , rdo 

a^/ l ( ,  I - lan-a mrr 
^ar 

r  F ' .  i6n/ lcocr ano orgest '  t 'nal-  - ,  ,  rou may con-
^l  

, i^^ f  hrr  
-  

i  
^^^ ^\ I 'FTMr)NtV 

l - r r f  l - j  dr6:r-a.  \ /an^n :nn :  mnra nraec Mi nor_i l l \  !  afrvrra rrqLrr  Y L YLUrJ

al Body than Animal plesh (as by the above reci ted common Example I  have
already shewed )  i t  wi l l  a lso prove more per i lous,  i I  used Crude, wi th-
out Preparat ion,  Separat ion and Coct ion by Fire;  yea iL wi l l  be and
remain Venom, which wi l - I  suddenly k i l l  the Sick.  Therefore the Venen-
osi ty o[  ANTIMONY is so to be taken away, as i t  may never again be con-
verted into Venom, af ter  the same manner,  as wine, which beinq once,
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hrz nrrr-roF:r- f  i  nn and .-rrr rnnf ion t ' t rnpd in-n \ / i  nc.r^r  -  . ' la\76r af te l .waI.d
vialds anv Snir i f  of  r r ' i -  -  L t  -1. . - . '^  rs 

^n. l  
ram^ins Vineoar.  But on| r r tuJ Lwoy- !J

f  L^ , . -^n-rrrr ,  i  F f  F,^ qni  r i  1-  nnl  r r  nF l -  ho r"r ;^^ r-^ ^^^----^^ >nd rha Aarr_u!q!y r  I  Lrre J l , ! !  !E rcPdrd uLrL nyu

osi ty lef t  by i t  sel f ,  and the same Spir ic atrerward exal ted,  i r  wi l l
norrar in:nrr  ur i  co ho ahrnao^ in in \ , f  i  nod:r  r l rhn,rnh i t  <hnrr l ,4 ho konr

an hundred Years;  bur wi l l  a lways remain Spir iL of  Wine, no ornerwise,
ihan 

^c 
\ / i  na.rrr  ramri  nc \ , f  i  hart .a r

This Transmutat ion of  Wine into Vinegar is a wonderILl I  Thing; because
somewhat is produced from Wine, which was not before in i ts vegetable
Essence. In which i t  is  a lso to be noted, that  in dist i l lat ion of  Wine
1.ha cnir i1-  Firet-  

- . \moc 
F^r l .h-  hrr1- l . \n l -ha . . \ntr : r r r \  in diqr i l l ina \ / ino-

gar the Phlegm f i rst  comes, aI terward the Spir i r .  as ihave shewed above
in i ts own place, where f  a lso made ment ion of  tn is Example.  Therefore
Spir i t  of  wr-ne makes Bodies volat i le,  because i t  sel f  is  volat i le;  but
Spir ic of  Vinegar f ixeth al ]  Med-lcaments,  as wel l  o[  Minerals as Veg-
etables;  and renders them solrd;  so that they apprehcnd r :h ings r ixed,
and evnel  F i  xo. l  Di  qeases.

*Consider and observe these things di l igentJy;  for  th is pr incipal  Key
is of  great concern.  Therefore ANTII4ONY, whrch contains in i t  sel f  i ts

he en nron:-ad as alL i rs Venenosi tv n"av be rak-\ rwrr  v rrrq9ar 
'  

\JugrrL vrcyq-Lv
--r  ! -  -  . ,L,- \  r rcFl-  h i  i  r -nnr-oi  vac n^ r , rannm rhoroh,.  buL ratherErr dwdy vc"u" '  L, ,srsv)/  

'dr ives away and casts out al l  Polson from himseLf,  by the use thereof.

*KIRKRINGlUS- Bel ieve not only tsASILrUS, but me also,  wi th the
same FaiLh and sincer i ty af f i rming to you; Thrs is Lnc First  Key,
this is the pr incipaL part  oI  rhe whole ArL,  th is opens to you
the f i rst  cate,  th is wr l l  a lso unlock t ] re Last,  whlch Leads to
the PaIace of  the King. But as I  said,  not  only bel ieve, bur al-
so consider and observe. Here you stand in the Entrance, i f  you
miss the Door,  a l l  your course wi l l  be in Error,  a l l  your Haste
Ruine, and al . I  your Wisdom Fool ishness. He who obtains th is Key,
and knows the Method (which is cal led Manual Operat. ion )  by which
to use i t ,  and hath strength to turn the same, wi l l  acquire Riches,
:nd :n 

^non 
p. iqe-ada rrnl- . \  f  hp M\/s l -  pr ioq nf  Chrrmi qrrr . r

mh^v^F^r^ DF^^--- f  inn nF Ani  i  m.- \n\ /  . . \nqiqf  q in l -  h,-  K, . \ /  . \ f  Al^Lr-- \ '  h '
LI IeTEIUI.e l - r t jPdld 

' \L l  
u-

which i t  is  d issolved. opened, div ided and separated; as in CALCINATION,
REVERBERATION, SUBLIMATION, & EtC. AS WE dCCIATCd AbOVC Of i t .  AISO
in avir>nr ina i t -  < t rc-^-^^ -^n 

in " iv i  Fr/ i  nrr  i tq MF,r . - r r r \ , , .  whir-h Mcrr-rrr \ , /uvvlrrY vtvr lwrrr \ ]

must af terward be precipi tated into a f ixed Powder.  L ikewrse by Art
rnrt  . in drr6 M6+h^.t  aF i r -  mrrr  ho mrdo an at i  l  urhinh ic aFFa^f , - l  , . ,h^ l  l ! .L 

" 'q l ,  
vL wLrrr f  ty

to consume that new and unknown Disease, which the FRENCH, in their
War- l ike ExpediLions, brought into our Regions. The sdmc is vrs ib le
in other Preparat jons,  der ived from the SPAGYRICK Arc and Alchemy; as
for Example:  I f  any one \dould make Beer of  Bar ley,  Wheat,  or  other Corn,
: I I  j -  hcqe derrrooq mrrqf  l - ra rn.)ql-  r )FrFecf Iv knnwn l -n him hotore he can
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f rom those Grains extract  their  most subt i l  Essence and vir tue,  and re-
duce the same into a most ef f icacious Dr ink.  First ,  the Grains must
be qo lon. j  qtccnc. l  in w:far :c rnt-  i l  l -  ho\ /  ho:hla crr f f  in ionf  l r r  1-^ 

^n6hrErrLf  ) /  ,  Lv vL,s,r

and resolve themselves (as f ,  when I  was a Younl I  Nlan, t ravel l ing into
ENGLAND and HOLLAND, di l igent ly observed to be clone in those places)
this is cal led PUTREFACTION and CORRUPTION. Thj-s Key being used, the
Water is drawn of f  f rom the Grain,  and the macerated Corn is l -a id on
Heaps close together,  and lef t  so for  a due t im(),  unt i l  iL spontaneou-
sly conceive heat,  and by the same heat germinat ing,  the Grains adhere
each to other;  th is is DIGESTION. This being f  : -n ished. the Grains wh-
ich adhered in their  Germinat ion,  are separated,.  and dryed, ei ther in
the Air .  or  by Heat of  Fire,  and so hardened. This is REVERBERATION,
and COAGULATION. When the Corn is thus prepared, i t  is  carr ied ro che
MiI I ,  thaL i t  may be broken and ground smal l ;  th is is VECETABLE CALCIN-
ATION. Af t rerward r  by Heat of  Fire coct ing these Crains,  the more noble
Splr i t  of  them is extracted, and the Water is imbibed with the same;
which without the aForesaid Preparat ion could not have beon. This way
the crude water is converted into Beer,  and is cal led DISTILLATION.
The HOPS, when added to the Beer,rs the VEGETABLE Salt  thereof,  which
conserves and preserves from al I  Contrar ies,  endeavour ing to corrupt
the same. This way of  boi l ing Warer into Dr ink,  by cxLract ion oI  the
Spir i ts f rom the Grains,  the SPANIARDS and ITALIANS know not.  and in
my nat. ive Soi l  of  GERMANY about the RHINE, few are found ski l led in
thrs Art

After al I  these works are performed, a new SEPARAT tO\ is nade by CLAR-
IFICATION, v iz.  of  the Dr ink,  in th is manner;  a l i t t le YEAST or FERMENT
is added, which excj- tes an internal  Mot ion and t leat  in the Beer,  so that
i t  is  e levated in r t  sel f ,  and {by the help of  t ime) SEPARATION of the
dense - [ rom the rare,  and of  che pure From Lhe 1r ' ]pu re is nade; and by
this means the Beer acquires a constant v- i r tue j .n Opcrat ing,  so that
i t  penetrates and ef fects al l  those ENDS, for  which i t  was made and
brought into use; which before could not have been; because Lhe Spir i t ,
the Operator was hindred, by iLs own lmpuri ty,  f rom cf lcct ing ics pro-
per Work.

In Wine also doth not Exper ience teach the same? That cannot,  before
the t ime to come, in which the impuri t ies may be separated from i t ,  so
very per lect ]y and ef f icaciously perf ,orm i ts own Work,  as af ter  Sep-
araf innr ' ) f  fhe 6117p trnm 

-h- 
i -^"-^.  , . ,1- . iCh bV Drl)nkFnness iS manifeSt;

for  Beer or Wine unsett led,  and not pur i f ied,  g lve not for th f rom them-
selves so much Spir i t  for  inebr iat ing,  as af ter  Cfar i f icat ion.  But of
th is no more. After aI I  the af loresaid,  a new operat ion may be inst i t -

-L1 -  : r rh l  imat inn Fnr qanaral .  i^n rr f  the qni  r i t  OI theuLEu 
'  

vy vsYsLolJrs rLyaloLlur,

r , l i  h^ ^r  D^^F r^zr €11 nrcnar i  n.r  i j -  hv nist i l lat  j_on into another Dr inkeyq! ! ' rY

of BURNING WINE, which may also be made of  the l ,ees or Dregs o[  Wine
and Beer.  When this is done, the Operat ive Vir t -ue is separated from
i tc  nr^rn Rndrr  end tho qnir i f  hcino ov-rantad h.r  F ' i re cnrcaftg5 iLs ownuvvl ,  r  urrv f  L v! !"Y

r rnnrnf  i t :h l6 . la.e. l  H^hi t - r t - i^n in urhinh i t  r^r ;c nnmmnd ia,rql  r r  hncni l -od ho-

E^-^ i  ] :  ! l^ . i  
-. , , - -  BURNING WINE, or Spir i t  of  Wine, be rect i f ied,  an
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Exaltat ion is made by of ten dist i l l ing i t ,  and by a certain method of
Operat ing,  the pure part  ( f ree f rom al l  Phlegm or Aquosi ty)  may be so
concentred and as i t  were condensed I  aS one l4easure of  i t  may ef fect
more, then twenty or more could have done before.  For i t  sooner ineb-
r iates,  and is swif t ,  volat i le and subt i l  for  penetrat ing and operat-

*Here I  admonish you, whosoever you are,
my Wri t ings,  and hope to obtain Riches and
MONY, that you would not carel-essly puruse
no let ter  wr i t  in vain,  and hrhich hath not
cat ion for  vour Instruct ion.

who Qesire to be taught by
a true Medicine from ANTI-
my Intent ion,  in which is
:  . -or l_>i  n c. inarr l . r  _ idh; f  iJ f r rYurqr 5rYrrr ! I -

*KIRKRINGIUS- Come hi ther you TraveI ler ,  stay your Journey here,
Contemn not or s l ight ly pass over th is toutological ,  but  not im-
pert int ,  Admoni- t ion;  of ten in your mind have recourse to th is Des-
i , - r i  nt-  i . \n . \F Raar qcernh . . / - \n 1- amnr rr^ 

-- . r  
, . ,^  i  ^ t  -  

l  r  .ph i  nrre
'  

eerrLer"Pra wcr9rr  drr  
'  

yLr-

haps in th is turbid and famous GuIf ,  you wi l l  t ind the Fish you
Iook not for .  I f  in rhis Light you yet be bl ind.  I  know nor any
COLLYRIUM wiI I  prof i t  you; i f  wi th so certain manuduct ion you
cannot pass on to the work i tsel f ,  I  know not lvho wi lL lend you
a Staf f ,  or  what Demonstrat ion can direct  the Journey of  a Stup-
id Man. BeI ieve, read. meditare,  Iabour,  and spare r-he lse of
so many Chymica, l  Books, which distract  you with the Error of  var-
ious ways, th is one tel is you al l  th ings.

Yea, I  here solemnly af f i rm, chat there are many words dispersed nere
rnA thora i  n mrr hlr i  + i  nnc +^ t rh i  nh i  f  t -ha Dor/ ]^r  n i  r ro hoazl  

- -  
ha 

^"dhl-c l r r  
"Ly 

vr l f  LrrrYr Yrvc rLssu o-, ,9 vuY Lt

and know in whaL Fundamentals Lhe pr incipal  Heads of  the matter are s i -
ted,  and as i t  were bur ied,  he wi l l  have no Cause to repent his of ten
turning over the same Leaves, but wi lL esteem every word as much, as
:  n iana nf  cnlr l  l . -n in Enr rrarr  l rnaur r-hAi r l thnrrnh t-ha Fvir^ l - -  ! . "  

- -q l /aqes rvu ^-rvw 
qr L"vuY L, , -  u^o'rLt j - t \ :s j .Jy r ' rs

proposed. sound harsh, as del ivered in a rude manner,  yet  Lhey contain
in them someh/hat that  is  excel lent  and of  great Moment.  Yet I  am not
here ambituous Lo procure Author i ty or praise to my Wri t ings,  which is
not my Business, nor would i t  become me; for  when the operat ion of  them
shal  l  he hrnrroht j -  . )  t  r  -L!  11 -  -nrr i  rp nr^ i  ce , -norroh to themsel-v!vu\J. 'L Lv rJ- !  

-LrrrLr 
t - t tsy warr  oLYq!!L y!urrL

ves. T purposely and wiI I ingIy produce Examples so rude and common,
because the polrer of  ANTIMONY and the true Vir tue thereof,  deeply and
profoundly absconded in i ts inmost parts,  is  to be searched out.  I
was wi l l ing,  by these gross Examples co lead you by the hand, and shew
you the way, that  by them you might atLain to the Thing i t  sel f '  and
not at  the very f i rst  err  f rom the Gate;  for  so doing you would Iong
wander,  and never br ing your Operat ion to the desired End. For ANTI-
MONY is l ike a Bird,  which is carr ied through the AIR and as the wind
dr ives i t ,  so i t  rurns i t  sel f  which way i t  wi l1s;  here,  in th is Case.
Man acts the Part  of  the AIR or Wind, and can dr ive and move ANTIMONY,
at his p)easure,  and repose i t  in such a place, as himsel f  chooseth;
he can imbibe i t .  wi th a yel Iow, red, whi te,  or  b lack Colour,  according
as he desires i t  should be, and as he rules and governs the Fire;  be-
cause in ANTIMONY (as in MERCURY) aI I  Colours are found; which no Man
should wonder at ,  consider ing how many Things NATURE bears absconded in
her Bosom, which nei ther you nor I  are able to comprehend in many days.
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Tf :  R.) . )k h:nnon f . r  ha oi \ ran f . \ :  M:n fh-+ ; - , :Fl^-rh^/ lLv !L \ j r  Lrrc lL I -  u l r rEcl ! r rg\ . r ,  r l t :  J \ l l (Jw5 rr \JL

what is s igni f ied by the Wri t ing,or what that  Scr ipture intends; for  i t
is  h id f rom his Eyes. and he stands amazed, as a Cow at the s ight of  a
new Door.  But i f  unto LhaL unlearned Man, any one suggest the Expl i -
cat ion of  the Book. and teach him noc only the matter contained there-
in,  but  a lso the use of  the same, the Man no more admires i t ,  as an Art ;
but  by th is means i t  becomes to him a Common Thing, the Reason and oper-
at ion of  which he understands, and by his own Study he can Learn,  con-
ceive,  and comprehend the Ut i l i ty  so perfect ly.  as now none of  those
Things, which were contai-ned in the Book, are hid f rom him; because he
hath learned both to read and understand what is $rr i t ten therein.  Such
a Book is ANTIMONY to those who know not the Art  of  Reading; therefore
I  fa i thtul ly admonish al I ,  who desire to be part .akers of  i ts  Ut. i l i t ies,
to bend their  mind to know and pronounce the Iet ters thereof,  that  so
they may acquire the Art  o[  Reading thaL Book; and in such a manner,
that  (as in a School  )  they may be removed from Form to Form; when he who
hath r ight ly gained Exper ience, shaII  preside as RECTOR, and judge of
rhat,  brhich in Tr ia l  is  most worthy;  for  One is worthy to be preferr-
ed before another,  in the Possession of  that .

Rrrr  hara {^,hAf ?-. \ rna< i  n1.  n mr, ,  mi nd an. l  ^ ,1-L.  
i  

-  -^ 
, . , i  

-^  l -  . \  ho n:qead!r ,  LU 
".1 

vuY" L t r r

over in Si fence, I  th ink good to ment ion;  vtz.  that  at  th is Day many
are found who exclaim, and rashly pronounce CRUCIFIGE, CRUCIFIGE, against
al I  those, who prepare Ve.noms into Medicaments,  by which (as rhey say)
h>n\/  M^rt>lc nor iqh iF rhoru ur i th Ti fa l i r ro micar.rhlrr -  crrr-h

t r reLrvl ,

are I \4ERCURY, ARSENICK, ANTIMONY, & etc. ,  and thrs Clamour is chief ly
made by those, who ( i f  i t  p lease the GODS) are cal led DOCTORS* of  Med-
ic ine.  yet  indeed understand not what the di f Ierence is,  between Venom,
and Mpdir- i  na l . r r r  : ro r^rhnl  l I  i l rn^r:nl -  h^ ' . '  \ /6r^m mr.  F,a 

-16pared, 
So aS

to pass into a salutary Mcd. icament;  and insLead of  iLs maLigni ty,  put
on a better Nature.

*KIRKRINGIUS- BASILIUS someh/hat indulgeth his own GENIUS. invei-
ghing against  False-Physic ians, whose iqnorancc ( in his t ime) as
crr  \ /Fr\ /  . r raat  ee fhcv r-on.emned FVFrV suh' imF Prcnarat ion Of Med-
i^ i^^ , . , la i  

^h 
h^ l - , i - -^r .  

-^^ 
/ - r - , , . - i  

-F- ' .  i  rh him did nrnf  oc<, r r r r rS€-Ll  ,  ano Lnymrsts w. , .  - - -  ;  pre-
scr ib ing the same as unprof i tabler per i lous,  and hurr fu l ;  aqainst
whom. i t  is  not  strange, i f  the CHYMISTS (on the other hand) rose

- - -  1 1 ohamannr;  :nr l  onr lorrrnrrr  cn, , r>ni  a,r< l  rz hrr  aqq-Up wILIr  S(Jl l lc  5 l l lc l  j /  r  o-ru oYavJrrJ,  ur  UJJ

is tance of  their  Knowledge and Conscience, to break through that
ROUT of unski l l fu l  Men; but the best Things are not always the
most prosperous. CHYMISTS overcame by the Just ice of  their  Cause,
but were overcome by Number;  yet  having ver i ty and goodness on
thoir  c ide thorr  fnr  -  ^nnFi danr-o rq i -  ha17 Were

'  
Lrru) |  

'  
vugrrL 9!EaL \-vr . !  

'  
o.  L Ly !

certainly assured they should bear away the VTCTORY; which our
AUTHOR here shews, and PARACELSUS (prophesying of  the Coming of
ELIAS THE ARTIST) did presage would be. And certainly unto me
(ser iously consider ing how great ly CHYMTSTS have in these t imes
improved their  Knowledge) the DAWNING of that  Day hath opened i t
cal  F c i  n-o I  hahal^ R:\ /q . \F 1- ha :nnr. ,ar-hi  nd ql lN

au Jv r t ter I  I

11



A.- 'A i  nql-  r -hac6 I  dn in- :  cnoni  r ' l  ovnlr in rnA 
^r^r-6(-  - -st ,  agarnst

these, I  say,  who ( ignorant of  PREPARATION) exhibi t  POISON to Men; for
MERCURY, AURIPIGMENT, ANTIMONY, and such l ike,  are venoms in their  sub-
stance, and unless r ight ly prepared remain Venoms. Yet af ter  a Legi t -
imate Preparat ion.  aI I  their  Venenosi ty is broke, ext inguished and ex-
pel led,  so that no part  of  them remains,  but what is MEDICINE, which
resists al l  internal-  Venoms, al though most deeply rooted, and radica-
l ly  destroys the same. For VENOMS, being in such a manner prepared, as
i t  can no longer hurt ,  resists al l  PosToN, which is not as yet  prepar-
ed, and so very wel l  prepared and subjugates i t ,  as i t  is  compel led wi th
the same to put of f  i ts  own venomous Nature.

Here I  shal l  rarse a great Content ion among the Learned; for  I  know
they wiI I  doubt what E.hese my Words should s igni fy,  as whether what I
af f i rm and wri te be possible to be done or no; and they wi l l  be div ided
into several  Opinions thereabout.  Some wi l l  judge i t  in no wise pos-
ih la fh: l -  €r^m t-h^c- rLr---  -L Lro t ra: i  r -ho rranonrrrrJ. l lYs ! , : ' r  Ly srr(Jur l r

be whol ly taken away; nor do I  wonder,  that  they persist  in that  Opin-
ion.  s ince the Doctr ine of  I ike Preparat ions is absolutely unknown to
them, who have not the ]east thought of  that ,  which leads to the Know-
' I  

edoe ot  j -  hcqp -nore nroForrnd Mvsf Fr i  Fq vaj-  
^ 

qrra I  I  narf  of  these Men
wiI I  wi th me be consrrained to acknowledge, ic is possible a vr le Thing
may be changed into a berter.  For you (you DOCTORS T mean) must con-
fess to me, that .  your purpose is to reduce thar Evi l ,  l rom which the
Disease had i ts Origj .nal ,  into a better State.  co to then; wi l l  you
not a. Iso grantr  that  i f  any EVIL be jn those Things, of  which MEDICINE
is to be made, the same Evi l  must be converted into a better State, that
i  r -  m.\ '  cn mrrch t-ho har.  iAr norf  nrm i  t -c nnar>r i  anc :h. l  n^16 ^^ ' . '^-r"11, 'lLLr t ,L!  Lr  uyL s y( /wE| uf  ry

-- . r  - -^air-r-1, .  -^-  
, . ' i  r l r^ , . -  

-Fl^ 
n6r i l "  Rir  c in.-a rrnt-  

^ 
rror ' . r  Fcr^rarru Pr (J!  -L L<lrr-Ly cr !L '  wrLrr l ruL drry rr l j rcrr ] -LE r /L- ! r .  L! l  lsw

i  
-  

L.^^ . -  
^-  hrr  t rvnar i  anca €nrrnd -L -  \ ' - -  

^ , ,^hfd5 yc:L r> r \ r r r rwrr  I  wL p]  Lrrc wdy, rry wLLJ-Lrr  c l  f r .1rr  (Ju9rrL

fo r l rcr . -ced in thesp ^ "^-v smal I  oart  of  these wiI I  ass-r .LsPdraLr-(Jr '  -  9u- -
ume and contend for the Opinion I  here af I i rm, and publ ickly proless;
for  very many wi l l  be carr ied away with the greater Rout,  cry ing,  VENOMl
VENOM ! which Voices,  whi lst  I  hear them, put me in mj-nd of  those wi ld
Clamours,  by whicn Lhe JEWS required the SAVIOUR and REDEEMER oI rhe
WorId,  that  he might suf fer  the Punishment of  the CROSS, of ten cry ing
out CRYCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM, whom they proclaimed to be the highest,
most present,  most perni t ious,  and cursed VENOM, when as indeed he was
the noblest ,  supreme, most glor ious and most profrLable MEDTCTNE for
our SOULS, which was to del iver us f rom the Death of  SINNERS, f rom the
DEVIL, HELL and a1I MISFORTUNES. Al though those proud PHARISEES and
Lawyers nei ther could nor would understand this,  nevertheless he both
then was, and wi l l  be to the end of  the WORLD, and af ter  i t  to al l  ETER-
NITY, the same super-excel lent  MEDICINE; and nei ther Lhe DEVIL, nor
Death,  nor the veiy Gates of  HELL, nor any CREATURE, now perverse so-
ever,  can ef fect  any th ing at  aI l ,  whereby to overthrow this Truth.

Srr f  hnnF -  ve:  dol l -  -  I  I  r r :n: f rnnd and r ' i  rnr lmf 6136g6119rv r  . ,vt ,e,  lLu vv\r l l jL rr(JL \o!LrrvuYtt  orr

MEDICASTERST afI  PHYSICIANS resident in CITIES, and how many soever
there be, that  profess themselves MASTERS of any part  of  MEDICINE, do
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al l  together contr ive what they can, and exclaim against  ANTIMONY) but
that the same ANTIMONY wi l l  t r iumph over the ingrat i tudes of  a l l  those
unski l l fu l  Men ( for  t rue PHYSICIANS and such as are always ready to Ie-
arn,  I  touch not here) and by i ts own power and vir tue acquired af ter
due preparat ion,  lv i lL overcome and tread under foot  a l l  i ts  Enemies.
But,  on the contrary,  those ignorant fa lse Judges, and pert inacious con-
temners of  ANTIMONY, because they knor^/  not  the l l ruth,  together wi th the
proud and blood-thirsty JEWS, shaII  per ish,  and be cast into the Abyss
of He1I.  How r id iculous those magnif icent,  and to themselves only wise
DOCTORS, seem to me, who deter EMPERIORS, KINGS, PRINCES, and al l  other
GREAT MEN, and ser iously admonish them not so much as to touch such MED-
ICTNES with their  L ips,  because they are noxiou:; ,  venomous, and every
way per i lous,  I  wi l l  noE here declare,  s ince I  see them only to judge
according to their  Own Opinion, wi thout enteraining any Observat ions
of oLher th ings, the Knowledge of  which they have not before acquired
by their  own Contemplat ion,  and therefore cannot judge of  any Lhing eIse,
or otherwise then they have learned- Therefore to these I  say,  i f  there
ha :n\ . '  M:n l -  hat  hrrh r- :kan > DnCTnNt rc 

^roc6hf 
n^- i -h i  F 

^^^ss or,  ) /  vrLJLr.u

essar i ly  expected to fo l low, I  wi l l  (  provided the Man be lef t  whol ly
to my Care) give him an ANTIDOTE by me prepared which shal l  cont inual ly
resist  that  VENOM, and quickly expel  i t  out  of  the Bod).  But I  l i t t le
care,  whether you F1r.  DOCTOR, who do nei ther know thrs Thing, nor ever
would apply your mind to know i t ,  do s l ight  the same, and repute i t  as
a r id iculous, and al together Lalse ta le;  ic  is  suf f rc ient  for  mc, that
I  am able (buL i f  praise worthy,  let  praise be given to cOD) to prove
and defend the Truth thereof.  For J my sel f  have exper ienced iL,  I
have made r  t  have prepared, I  have prescr ibed chis Medicine, and there
wants not a suf f ic ient  number of  Witnesses to conf i rm i t  under Hand and
Sea l  -

And whensoever I  shal l  have occasi-on to contend r-n the School  wi th
such a Doctor,  who knows not how himsel f  to prel lare his own Medicines.
but commi-ts that  Business to another,  I  am sure I  shal l  obtain the Palm
from him; for  rndeed that good Man knows noL what Mcdic ines he prescr i -
bes to the Sick;  hrhether the Colour of  them be wh1te.  b lack,  grey or
blue'  he cannot te l l ;  nor doth th is wretched man know, \ , rhether the Med-
j-cament he gives be dry or hot,  cold or humid; out he only knows, that
he found i t  so wr i t ten in his Books. and thence pretends Posscssion (or
as i t  were Possession) by Prescr ipt ion of  a very long cime; yeL he de-
sires no further informat ion.  Here again let  i t  be lawful  to exclaim,
good GOD; to what a state rs the matter brought I  what goodness of  mj-nd
is in these menl \ " rhat care do they take of  the Sick!  Wo, wo to them!
in Lhe day oF Judgemenc they wi l l  f ind the f ru i t  of  their  ignorance and
rashness; then they wi l l  see him whom they pierced. when they neglect-
ed their  Neighbours;  sought af ter  Money and nothing else;  whereas were
l -  horr  r -nrdi .a l  in t -heir  pr . \Focqi . ln.  rhF\. ,  , . '^ ' r l / r  

-na- ' i  
\ r i^hr-  r - .1 n-, , -  i -vrr ,  ! r r i_r  w\Ju!u rP<rrv rrrYrrLr arru L/qyr t r r

r  
- l - \^ , , r  

+I- j r r  f  L,^r '  
- ioht  her-nma m.)rc lea-nor i  i  n rhai  r  Ar l -  Whenc.e mOre

certain heal th would accre\ . r  to the Sick wi th their  Est imat ion,  and gre-
ater glory to themse.Lves. But s ince Labour is tedious to them, they
coruni t  the matter to Chance, and beinq secure of  their  Honour and content
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with their  Fame, they ( l ike nrawlers )  defend themselves with a certain
Garrul i ty,  wi thout any respect had to Conscience or Truth;  CoaIs seem
wonderful  strange, and as out- landish Wares to them, therefore they sp-
are the Money, that  should be bestowed in them, as i f  they intended to
lay i t  out  to a better use. VULCAN himsel f ,  v iz.  the Preparer of  l4ed-
icaments,  is  not found among them; for  their  Furt ' taces stand in the Apo-
thecar ies Shop, to which they seldom or never come. A paper Scro] I  in
which their  usual  RECIPE is wr i t ten,  serves their  purpose to the fu l l ,
which Bi l l  being by some Apothecar ies Boy or Servant received, he with
great noise thumps out of  h is Mortar every Medj-c ine,  and aI I  the Heal th
of the Sick -

My GOD, change these t imes, and put an end to th is arrogant Pr ide.
overturn those Trees, Iest  they sr^rel l  up to Heaven, throw dohrn those
ciants,  Iest  they accumulate aI l  Mountains;  and defend those, who ser-
iously managing their  Bus j -ness. fa i thful ly serve thee. that  they may
be able to stand against  these their  Persecutors.  I  ser iously admon-
ish al1 those in our Monastery,  bound by the same Vows with me, that
they would \ . / i th my seff  Night and Day pray unto cOD, that  he would so
i l luminate these Enemies of  t rue Medicine, as they may execrate their
own Error,  and acknowledge Lhe Glory of  GOD, and his Power insi ted in
the Creatures,  and perceive the Clearness latenL in chem, by Preparat-
ion and Anatomy (as i t  were speaking in their  Ears) which otherwise sur-
rounded and covered over wi th external  Impuri t ies,  would deeply be con-
cealed, and never brought to Light:  But I  t rust  the CREATOR of al l  Thi-
ngs, (both of  those which fal I  under our Senses) wi ] I  benignly hear our
Prayers,  that ,  i f  not  whi lst  I  and my Breathren I  ive,  yeL af ter  our
Death,  s l rch a Conversi-on of  Things, and Men (COD answer chese Desires)
may [ol ]ow, as that  th ick and obscure Vei l  may bc taken away from the
Eyes of  our Enemies, and they be true and infal l ib le I l luminat ion,  ob-
tain a cJ-ear s ight ,  that  they may f ind their  lost  Groat;  which cOD the
eternal  Governour of  Times and Thinqs of  h is Grace and Mercv srant.

But i t  is  f i t ,  that  I ,  who intended to publ ish a certain Discourse of
Ant imony, in aI l  i ts  Numbers absolute,  should begin wi th the *Name i t
sel f  .

*KIRKRINGIUS- Poets do of ten posi t  in the midst  of  their  POEMS,
Histor ies or Fables of  Pr inces, that  by a cont inual  Ser ies of
Things, t .hey may the more easi ly at ta in their  End, which is ro
del ight  their  Readers;  CHYMISTS for another end use the same MED-
IUM. For s ince their  purpose is to teach the Readers so,  as they
may only be understood by those, who whol ly devote themselves with
a fervent desire to the Study of  that  Science, they keep not that
order,  whrch proceeds from the beginning to the End by Mediums.
Therefore our AUTHOR, at  length coming to t reat  of  the Name of
ANTIMONY, whence i t  took beginning, acts as another Man addict-
ed to some Scholast ick Order;  but  by and by turning from this Dis-

l r6 
-h-! . ,^-F 

rn a\ l - \ ia.-+ i . \n ha€aro i  |  . i  < m>. la h\r  rn i6rr^drr-  -r  ar .  vvJLeL vf  r r rLLl luYqq-

ion.  v iz.  whether f rom ANTIMONY al l  i ts  Venome may be taken away,
the possibi l i ty  of  which he proves by very prof i table and signi f -
icant Examples.
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The ARABTANS to whom in t imes past th is Mineral  was known, did in th-
ei . r  Language cal l -  i t  ASINAT; but the CHALDEANS ca11ed i t  STIBIUM; among
the LATINES at th is day the Name of ANTIMONY is used, by which name they
f i rst  of  a l l  s igni f ied i t .  We GERMANS in our Language have given i t  a
Name, which seems to express a certain property of  i ts  Nature;  for  s in-
ce i t  is  seen to consist  of  a certain streiked Matter,  and of  i t  may
easi ly be made Glass endued with var ious Colours,  which proceed there-
from, we have cal-Led i t  SPIES-GLASS, as i f  we should say streiked Glass.
From which Var iety of  Ehe Name, by a prudent Judgement.  a s ingular Col-
lect ion may be made, v iz.  that  ANTIMONY was known, and great ly esteem-
^A 

ah^ i  r - -  t r i  r f  r rn rh. l  I t t -  i  I  i  t r r  ahqor l . /6d ,"nd hrnrrcht  i . r  r rea ] - ' \ . '  l -hF AAA-uurrrLl

BIANS, CHALDEANS, LATINS, and our GERMANS; but AfICTWATd, thE HCTCSiCS
oF rrar i  ous Oninions er iq in.r .  iha nqc wa ^ Vi f tue andrvuJ vt , ! r , tv, ,J or ! r ! r rY

Glory f i rst  obscured, and af terward wholIy ext inguished. Of which th-
ere is no Reason to Doubt;  for  nothing is more probable,  than that Truth
should suf fer  Dammage and Shipwreck by the Oppression of  Enemies. For
who knows not the Mal ice of  the Devi l ,  which by Reason of  our Sins and
Rl indncss is verv of fen ncrmi t - j .  F. l  hv cOD. The t levi l  is  thc nernat l ra l

J 
v\  g!rr

Enemy of  Mankind, who imploys aI I  h is Strength,  and a11 his Decei ts,
and omits nothing which in himsel f  is ,  to prevent the Knowledge of  the
prof i t  of  t rue Medicine, and to exterminate i ts use; knowing wel l  en-
ough, that  by rhat means the power and glory ot  GOD is obscured, and
those Sacr i f ices of  the praises of  men are imDeded, by which they gave
thanks to coD, because he hath insi ted as i t  were the Rays of  h is Good-
ness in the Creatures,  whence they may obtain Heal th by a naturaf  aux-
r  1 iary.

But s ince to discourse of  the Name of ANTIMONY, is not to our purpose,
we wi l l  desist  f rom this Matter.  For al l  the Prarse of  ANTIMONY con-
ciqtq in fha pran.arr t -  inn t -hara. \ f  r" ,h i . 'h iq madc for ncrf  er- '.vL t /LrrsrLL'r9
tues infused in i t  f rom Nature by the AUTHOR of NATURE. Therefore my
dj-scourse shal l  be of  th is.  handl ing i t  and i ts known Vir tue,  and I
wi l l  endeavour to make my Name immortal .  Yet before I  come to decLare
the Vir tue of  ANTIMONY, s j -nce t  above confessed, that  i t  is  mere Venom,
I  would have you know and di l igent ly note,  that  Venom is abl-e to draw
Venom to i t  sel f ,  because I ike i t  sel f ,  much soc)ner and much more than
any other Thing of  another Nature.

-  : -  r  nnne i r lor  anr l  nhqarrro i  r -  . r  <" a ' rh i  nrr  urnrt-h\ /  . \ f  N^f  F!r(Jw IsL crrry f i t ic tus!  r r r r r rY w(Jr Lrry u!  r rvLst

that  the t rue UNICORNS-HORN, sophist icated by no fal l icy,  repeals aI I
Venom from i t  sel f ,  nor can i t  assume or draw tcr  i t  sel f  any th ing of
Venom, as is manifest  by Exper ience. Let a I iv ing Sp- ider be put in a
Circ le made of  UNICORN-HORN, and out of  th is Clrc le i t  cannot qot or
pass over the UNICORN-HORN. for i t  shuns whatsoever is adverse to Venom.
But i f  the Circ le be made of  venomous Matter,  i t  is  not  to be doubted,
hrr l .  Fhi i  iho qnider " :  and nacq r lvar fhF \ /enom l ikeurre J|Jruur wrrr  |J\- ,  yqJJ v!

i t  sel f .  Note chis Exper iment,  make a piece of  Si lver hol  lo\" / ,  and put
i t  in Water,  that  i t  may F]oat l ike a Boat,  and put Venom to i t ,  then
hold a piece of  t rue Unicorns-horn 

'  
as nigh to i .E as you can,but so as

-^!  !^  ^r-  r  f  -  j -  h^t-  I ln i  corns-Hc)rn hw i  t . r  sni  r i  i - r ra l  Vircue wif  fy\Ju ay
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dr ive the Si lver f rom i t ,  so that  i t  wi l l  f l ie away l ike a Duck, which
swi,mming on the Water f l ies,  when i t  perceives the Snares of  the FowLer
ready to entangle i t .  But on the contrary,  Nature in a wonderful-  man-
ner loves and fol lows i ts own l ike,  as appears by th is Example.  put a
l i t t le piece of  pure and f ine Bread in a dish fu l l  of  Water,  hold a pi-
ece of  t rue Unj-corns-Horn close to i t ,  yet  so as i t  touch i t  not ;  and
i f  you le isurely move the Unicorns-Horn the l i t t le piece of  Bread wi l l
fo l low i t .  Nature so much levgs ats own l ike,  and so much hates what
is unl ike i t  sel f ,  as th is f l ies,  and thar foI lo ' r rs.  Therefore let  our
DOCTORS consider,  that  Venom by a certain Magnet ick Power Attracts Ve-
nom, and those things which are void of  Venom, do in l - ike manner draw
j -o f  hcmqal \ /cq Fhindc -  -^ r--  \ /an^m,. \ r rc nrr>l i t r rvsJ Lrr t r r l : , r  pure,  o ' r \ r  wd.rrLr-rr9 juqrru/ .

Therefore Venom may be taken away t \ .vo ways; f i rst ,  by i ts Contrary,
which resists Venom, as already is related of  the Unicorns-Horn. Sec-
ondly,  by Like,  when Venom by a certain Magnet icK power draws Venom to
i t  sel f .  But the Venom which must heal  Venom l ike i t  sel f ,  ought f i r -
ql-  l -  . r  l ' \a qn nron: red 

--  
i  t - -  n:ce i  ntn Morl i  n i  na 

-F. l  
F. . ,  i  f  

-
Jv yr  L[Jer Lu l "dy vuJJ rre .  cr l rL l  rJy r  Ls

own at t ractrve vartue, assume the other to and expel  i t  wi th i t  sef f .
n€ t 'h i^h +I- ' i  have a most c lear Examnle in qoAP: Th^iLrrrrrg y\Ju r ldve d I I IQSL clear LX*. . . -  - -  IS COmpOUn-
ded of  Oi I  and other fat  ingredient Matters,  which seem to be. and in
very deed are,  more apt to foul ,  than cleanse Linen; bur because in the
RoiI  ino of  fhc qr lArr  asnor- i : I l r r  hr '  t -ha haln r . rF qnl i  A .or t : in qar i : r -

: - i^h th. l  Dr^h-F-+ian ic m:Aa fh6 c^5^ js rendere. l  m.1sj-  eOt tO dl .aw tOJvuy rr

i t  sel f  and wash out al l  foulness and f i l ths f rom Linen and other th i -
ngs; so indeed may Venom in a certain manner,  by Antecedenc Preparat-
ion be accommodated so, as to be no more Venom, but a Medicament,  i t
draws to i t  sel f  a l l  other Poison, casts i t  out ,  and restores cne man
i -^  h iq nr ict ina Drrr i t r r  >nr i  Har ' l ih

Now sr-nce our Discourse hath led us so far,  and r ,ve have begun to open
\ l r r - , , r6 .^ m' ,^h.  l -ha+ j -he f  r r r l r r  Ci-  r rd in c oF Mcdir- ine ( l -  hnrroh hi thel . to
ignorant of  th is)  may clear ly know, what Good or Ev.r l  is  latent rn Nat-
ure.  what . rs Venom and what is harmless;  whrch is a th ing hath not as
\ /ar  hpan f  nrrnd nrr1- h! '  n^^r^r-  l - "  

- - - -^n nf  f  hoi  r  nr^rn crrni  no non I  i  a-)sL vsc,r  uy L,uuLUr 
- ,  

rJy !c:a5L/ vwr.  .u[ ] | rL l rL\J ! rJ-

ence; and that the Truth thereof may be demonstrated and also conf i , rm-
ed, i t  wi l f  not  be amiss Lo produce ce.r ta in Exper imental  Examples,  wh-
ich may discover the Truth,  and refute the fa lse Opinions of  ot-hers.
prr j -  an E.r . r  r rh inh ih fh6 I . r , ;  n+--  i  I^^ . , :  f  l - \  r -^ l . l  i^+^ rrorrr  nnlAly\J .  wrrrvrr  r -  Lurrycof s vEr y uLJr!1

WaLerf  there leL i t  ] ie for  a due space of  t ime, and the Tce wi l l  ex-
ternal ly adhere to the Egg-sheII ,  but  the Cold be extracted from Lhe
F. ' . r  i f  cal f  anr i  roqf . r rad f , . r  i j -q nr ie j -  ina \ / icnrrr  :nd in i i ranacc Aar innYqrrr

i f  any Member be benummed with CoId,  Iec not the Pat ient  neglect  h im-
sel f ,  but  apply cold Snow-h/ater round about,  so one Cold at t racts the
other,  and the Member is restored. On the contr , f  ry,  i f  any One have a
Member inf lamed, Iet  h im apply Lo Lhat Inf lammation an hot Matter;  as
f . ' l r  F}.AmnlF qnir i l -  

^€ 
l " l i  

^^ 
, . ,1a i  

^ la 
i -  

-ara 
Eira 

^r  
r -ha ar,rr6+^-^^h^^,  J|Ja !  LrrE Vul- t l  Lcssel lue

ot Sulphur.  and he wi l l  in very deed t ind,  that  l - leat  is  atcracted by
Heat,  i .n a certain Magnet ick manner,  and I ike to rejoice in l ike,  and
not only to asshrage the pain and heat of  the inf  .Lamed Member,  but  ab-
qolrr i -  a l \ , ,  f^  raqf . \ ra i -he qamc 1-. \  i fc  nr iq l - iha qt-r . rn.r f  l - t



Yet lest  th is our purpose shoufd not be ful}y enough conf i rmed by Ex-
amples,  I  wi I I  a lso add another,  by way of  Supplement.  Take Frog-Spawn
in the lv lonth of  MARCH, and Iy ing i t  on a Board dry i t  in the Sun, when
dry reduce i t  to Powder,  and strew of  th is Power,  upon Wounds made by
Venemous Vipers or Serpents;  by th is means such Wounds wi l - I  be so pre-
pared, as they may be perfect ly healed by other Medicaments appl ied
thereunto.  Or otherwise, i f  L inen cfoaths be of ten moistened in Frog-
Spawn, and as of ten dr ied,  and that Linen cut into smal l  p ieces and
appl ied to Wounds, they ef fect  the same, as the aforesaid Powder would
have done. But that  the very foundat ion of  th is Truth may more clear ly
be declared; take a venomous Toad, dry him in the Sun, shut him up in
an Earthen closed Pot,  and by burning reduce him to Ashes; then having
taken out the Ashes, and reduced the same to Powder.apply of  that  Pow-
der to a Wound made by Venom, and this Poi .son at t racts the other Poi-

- - . .1 
i^ i - -  i r , . , i+F i+ 

-olF 
r^rh, '  

-^  
r  nr^\r2 Ro-^r lqa hrz rhic Frr l rn_

JtJrrrs -LL vrrry s\ , .  L l /Lot  ! l  L-r tJ uulrr

ing,  which is the Calc inat ion of  the Toad, i ts inter iour Vir tue is made
manifest ,  and ef f icacious for operat ing;  so,  that  L ike can at t ract  1 ike,
and especial ly Venom Venom, to i t  seI f .  Therefore f i rmly perswade your
sel f .  that  th is Truth is j -nf  a l - I ib le and j -mmutable,  which I  have here
nrnnrrqpd f  

^ 
r /n,r  :nd ol-  hers hv Ex.amnl c , .  .  - -ed wi th theyr v l ,vreu Lv ] /vu J vr  L^u,"yf  u.

Pest.  do di l igent ly observe this,  he wi l l  f ind the Truth of  those things,
I  have here above ment ioned, the ASTRUM of $OL, and the Spir i t  of  MER-
CURY, ministred in a Pest i lenLial  Season, preserve many. For the Spi-
r i t  of  MERCURY doth also draw to i t  sel f  i ts  own l ike,  and hath in i t
sel f  the Medicament,  and at t ract j -ve power of  a l l  venomous Diseases.
Yet s ince the ASTRUI4 of  SoL, f rom which (as f rom an operat ive and al l
r l i r r i  Frr inn c, ,n\  >11 thinnc in thoir  l r indc,rnirrorc: l l r r : r iea.  l -  h6raF.\ra

I  determine that in the potency of  GoId,  more than in a] I  other Things,
is an Operat ing Nature;  that  is ,  in r ts own ASTRUM, whence both i t  sel f ,
and aI l  MetaIs and l , l inerals,  in the Beginning, received their  f i rst
Nat iv i ty and Propagat ion of  Generat ion.  Touching which more may be
sald.  when I  shal l  manifest  to you the ASTRUM of SOL. and commend the
same most rel ig iously to your Conscience.

AFter the same manner process is to be made with ANTIMONY, which hath
the same Operat ions wi th corporeal  cold;  yet  of  the ASTRUM thereof I
now speak not.  For I  know (saj- th ANTIMONY ) i t  behoves me, before that '
to fear and tremble;  a l though in many pr incipal  ARCANUMS of Medicine,
T lar  excel  i t ;  yet  universal ly T am ab]e co e[ fect  none of  those things.
which the ASTRUM of SOL (conf i rmed by the Test imony of  Celest ia l -  Ver-
i ty)  is  able to produce. The ASTRUM of MERCURY I  omit ,  because I  my
sel f  have my descent f rom the same or ig inal  wi th i t ;  but  as to a Cel-
csi- ia l  nanai-rAl- ino nnr^rcr . rF nnar i l -  i  n.-r  T aivo l -hc f  i rc l -  n laCe of  DOm-[JLrrLL!qLf rrY vvr!quJJrY t  L tL

in ion ot  the ASTRUM of SoL-

My Wri t ings and Books, composed by Exper ience, proper ly fo l low and
answer each to other;  as one Metal  (as to i ts Vir tue) is observed and
esteemed by another,  and must by Fire be proved of  what value i t  is .
So these my Sayings, or l .^ l r i t ings,  or  Medicaments,  ought to be brought
into the Schools,  I  say,  where Riches obtain to themselves (as i t  were )



an Heredi tary place, and instead of  that  take away al l -  the Honour,  which
is due to VULCAN only,  who can boast h:-msel f  to be a l ' laster in his own
Element of  Fire.  Which may be shewed by Example,  and a t rue and mani-
fest  PROOF. when most hard Steel  is  struck wi th an hard and sol id Fl-
int ,  Fire exci tes Fire by vehement Conmotion, and acension, drawing fo-
r th the occul t  Sulphur,  or  the occul t  Fire is manifested by that ve-
hement Commotion, and enkindled by the Air  so,  as i t  t ru ly and ef f icac-
iously burns;  but the SALT remains in the Ashes, and the MERCURY thence
takes j . ts f l ight  together wi th the burning Sulphur*.

*KIRKRINGIUS- You, who read thr"s most s imple Comparis ion of  Steel
and a Fl int ,  s lack the reins of  your Admirat ion,  and ser iously
ask yoursel f ,  whether there can be found out any way or method,
by which one only Grain (but why do I  speak of  a Grain? )  of  which
the hundred part  of  a Grain can in a very short  t ime Convert  a
oreat Mass of  qnmc r1r. le Mrl .  l -ar  i  n i ,n j .  hp mnqi '  qnl  an. l id and mOSt
precious of  aI I  Thingsi  yea, into Fire most prof i table for  Man-
kind? This is possible,  and is dai ly done, when the f ixed is
made Vol-at i le,  and the Volat i le again f  i -xed. He that hath under-
standing, and cease to defame the admirable v i r tues of  Chymical
Works.

So here also understand, that  ANTIMONY ought in a cer la in Method so
to be handled, as i ts MERCURY may be separaced from tne Sulphur there-
of ,  in a Natural  Manner.  Now as Fire,  which l ies absconded in Matter,
unless i t  be made manifest ,  and can be demonstrated. is prof i table for
nothing, is not (as I  may say) tangible by the Hands, nor can i t  ef fect
An\/  f  h inrr  rn nr l rn/ tqa.  q.r  MF. i i  of  Fc'r ' t -  nnrhinrr  that-  :

Lv yq-yvJL . 'uL. . f  - rY I r ruL I : )

unless i t  be f i rst  separated from i ts Grossness; rect i f ied and so dis-
charged of  Impuri t ies,  c lar i f ied and brought Lo Light by due Preparat-
ion,  as is manifest  in aI I  Things; for  when Separat ion o[  the pure f rom
the impure is made, and al l  that  is  mountanous or terrestr ia l  is  seg-
rcoatod From 1-he nrrra Maral  rhen tho d6gi I 'gcl  HarVeSt is Lo no avn6.r-

ed. Hence . i t  is  manifestr  that  Fire can ef fect  nothing, before i t  is
in a certain manner opened and set at  L iberty,  that  ic  may operare.
Therefore,  to comprehend much in few Words, I  say,  th is is the Condit -
ron of  ANTIMONY. Whatsoever is occul- t  and absconded from the I(n6wfgf,g6
of the Vulgar,  that  enjoys the Name and Honour of  Art ,  vtZ.  as Iong as
i t  f ies hid;  but  so soon as i t  is  d iscovered and made manafest .  Art
hath end, and i t  becomes a Mechanick work;  as I  have more than once
declared in other of  mv Books.

A Bee sucks Honey from Flohrers,  wi th such Art  as the Almighty hath
. . -^ . : !^r  : -  . r !  : -  . .h i r -h HonFV is latcnf  -  

\ / i  
- f  

, r^  - r t r i  
^^ - :d COrrObOf_I r r  ILt

at ive Po$/er,  of  which a Medicine is made, as is obvious to the Eyes of
al l  |4en. Nor"r ,  f rom that HONEY, of  a sweet and most pleasant Taste,  a
violent Corrosive and present Venom may be prepared; which perhaps no
man, unless he who hath Iearned i t ,  wj- l l  bel ieve; no man certai .n ly con-
siders th is,  unless he be a dj-  L igent Observer.  Yet for  th is Cause Honey
is not to be contemned, nor is i t  to be said,  that  a l though i t  hath a
most grateful  Sweetness, yet  i t  is  a Corrupt Medicine; because a
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Corrosive may be made of  i t ;  but  i t  should rather be said,  that  Corr-
upt ion proceeds from the Physic ians ignorance, who knew not how duely
to prepare i t .  Here I  am wi l l ing to teach the ignorant Physic ian,  to
free him from the last  Judgement.  For Honey is prepared of  the Super-
f lu i t ies of  Brute Animals,  by which the crounds and Fields are fatned;
in those Grounds ar ise Flo\"rers.  Herbs,  Frui t -Trees of  var j -ous k inds,
f rom whj.ch the Bees suck a most noble Quintessence; by th is is made the
Alterat ion and Generat ion of  one Thing into Another,  v iz.  into Al i rnent
of  another Form and Taste.  which in no wise agrees with the former,  and
that is cal led Honey. Of such Honey is prepared a Food most grateful ,
p leasant and f i t  for  man, and for many Things most prof i table.  Of the
same may be prepared a Poison most hurt fu l  to Man and Beast.

Therefore,  do you Searcher of  Nature.  of  what Age, Sex, Fortune or
Condit ion soever,  fo l low me and Nature.  T wi I I  shew you the Truth,
wi thout any Mixture of  fa ls i ty,  drawn from the very Foundat j .on- I  wi l l
make you understand, who proceeds r ight ly,  and who unadvisedly.  I  wi l l
teach you to separate the Good from the Evi l ,  the Highest f rom the Low-
est.  For of  ANIIMONY, i - f  i ts  Venom be f  r - rst  changed into Remedy, is
made a Medicine, which eradicates,  and I ike Fire penetrates,  prepares
and by coct ing consumes al l  Diseases. Wherefore ANTIMONY is f i rst  to
I re nrFnArF. l  i  nF.\  a i -  r r rp qTONF whi r-h i  e iha Orl  i  nr-cqconr-p thoron€. >nr l

because, in i ts Operat ion ic is al together I ike unto F- i re,  (when red-
uced to i ts Coagulat ion )  r t  shal l  by me be named the STONE OF FIRE.
When this STONE OF FIRE is r ight ly prepared, as in the End of  th is t re-
eat ise I  wi I I  fur ther shew, i ts Medicinal  Vir tue consumes al l  noxrous
r . t , th^, ' rc 

^"- ; . i^ .  
fh6 ataa. l  ih l -h6 hi^h6er-  n6^166 :n^ 

^6-fOl.ms al lYIrLJuUlYlgL'ql ]vvLI

that  may be ef fected by AURUM POTABILE.

Therefore,  I  pray you, my unexper ienced Doclor,  who have neicher Iea-
rnpd mv p-on^rAi i . . \n n^- ^^-ao 

j  ! ,^ / t  - l - ' i  t  c6 
-^+ 

!^ r . ,n^6 t I -om 
a faISetv vsvY! I

Suspic ion, and your own ignorant Thoughts,  but  set  about the Work i t
sel f ,  and Iearn how the Preparat ion of  ANTtMONy ought to be made. how
you should fur ther proceed with i t ,  how i ts Venom is expel led and sep-
arated, and Salutary Medicl-ne posi ted in the pLace of  i t ,  and exal ted.
When I  say *you shal1 have performed This,  then at  lengLh wi l l  you be
able to judge of  the di t terence, and understand those things, which be-
Fnra u,aro rrorrr  F:r  ram^t a Fr^m \ /^, , r  l tnnur lar lna

*KIRKRINGIUS- Here again the
sic ians;  but do you read on,
a prof i table Doclr ine,  wh ich
SPIRIT OF WINE.

AUTHOR waxeth hot agarnst  fa lse Phy-
and af ter  th is HEAT he wiI I  g ive you
you may soon f ind in AQUA FORTIS and

O you wretched and to be pi ted MEDICASTERS, vrho painted with FUCUS,
breath out I  know not what THRASONICK Brags. and pass over Mountaj-ns
want ing Foundat ion,  walk ing through CIouds in your own Thoughts,  and
know not where at  length you shal l  rest  your Foot;  you, I  say,  admon-
ish to consider vrhat you wrl f  answer,  in the Extream Judgement of  the
Son of  GOD- SEEK, and when you have found, convert  r rhat  you f ind to



use, and so performing your Off ice commit  the Rest to cOD, wi I I  q ive
success, and never leave you dest i tute of  herp.  But you infamouJ men,
more mad than BACCHANALTAN Fools,  who wirL nei ther rearn,  nor foul  your
Hands with coals,  judge not lest  you procure Judgement to be pronou;_
ced against  you. which your chirdrens chi ldren nay wri te down to your
shame in an undeleble Character.

Every Physlc ian ought above aI I  Things to take Care, that  he do nei_
ther less nor more, than procure the Resi tut ion of  Hearth 1ost,  not  in-
cf i  l .  r l l -  i  nrr  h i  c l / - , , r r f  i^^ 

^^Fr---, , r r  \ -q!qLron contrary to Nature,  or  dcviat ing f rom her dir_
ect rntent i -on.  when Spir i t  of  wine is poured upon AeuA FoRTrs a vehe-
ment Ebur l i t ion is made, and these two Natures wir l  not  easi ly permit
themselves to be together;  but  he, that  knows now by Dist i l , la l ion to
conjoin and uni te them, according to the t rue Intent ion of  phi losoph-
ers,  he may use them in many things for good. After the same manner,
a\ i  1 

^r  
r ' i^ , ,^-  ^F m^.\Jr-L (J!  r r -Lguu! u!  1d-r tar ,  and vinegar made of  Rich wine, act  each other,

as Fire and water,  a l though they proceeded from one and the same Matter.
Therefore the Physic ian ought in a special  manner to be mindfur,  to un-
derstand al l  c i rcumstances from the sick very exactLy,  and consider the
same being understood that in cur ing he may use such Means, as are f i t
to remove the Disease. lest  the pat ient  be in jured by the Medicine.
As for Example,  when rron is dissolved i -n AeuA FoRTrS, i f  vou suddenl ,v
pour oi I  of  Tartar upon that solut ion,  you shar l  d- i f  f  icul t iy  preserve-
the Grass from breaking; for  the contrary Narures,  I ike unro Gun-powder,
take Fire,  and break the Glass.  Of aI I  these Things, our Gown Doctors
know nothing at  aI I ;  therefore they have no other Defence for fhAir  ro-
norance, than SiLence only.

You t i tu lar  Doctors 
'  

you t  speak to,  who wri te long scrol ls of  Rece-
ipts;  you Apothecar ies who with your Decoct ions f iLI  pots,  no less thbn
Those ( in Pr inces courts )  in which Meat is boi led for  the sustenat ion
of some hundreds of  men; you, I  say,  who hrtherto have been bl ind,  suf_
fer  a COLLYRIUM tO frc nnrrror l  i  n l -  n Un r  Fwcq and n, . , r ,n i  l -  l -  h/rE [Jr . . /ur-  c\r  t t rLU )(JuL !J85, orr(J [Jr , . ! t  r -L Lt lem to De an_
ointed with Balsom, that  the most th ick skin of  g l indness nLay fal l  f rom
your Sight,  and you behold the Truth.  as in a most c lear c lass.  cOD
grant you Grace, that  you may know his wonderful  works,  and the Love
of your Neighbour be rooted in you, that  you may search out t rue Iv ledi-
c ine,  which the Rul-er of  the Heavens hath,  by his own omnipotent hand,
and his inef fable and eternal  wisdom, f rom above infused in,  i -mpressed
on, and communicated to his Noble Creatures,  for  the Good of  tqankind,
$, /hence man may f ind help in his greatest  Necessi ty,  and Counsel  for
Heal th in his Diseases. why do you, miserable worm of the Earth,  and
food of  Worms, look so intent ly on the Rind or SheII ,  and neglest  the
Kernel ,  being unmindfuf  of  your CREATOR, who formed you accoiding to
his _Image; when as y9u ought to give thanks to him, and with di l igent
Study to search out his Works,  exceeding Nature her sel f? Return and
look into your sel f ,  there behold the Image of  your own Tngrat i tude,
that you may be ashamed of  yoursel f ,  especial ly because you have not
searched out those Thj-ngs. which the most wise cOD, for  the cood of
Mortals;  hath infused in his Creatures;  by knowing which, you might have
offered unto him the m.\cr  rnnonr- :Fr l  a crcr i f ice of  praise and Grai i tude.

26



But I  wi l l  put  an end to th j -s Discourse, lest  my Tears (which I  can
scarcely keep in,  f rom cont inual ly fa l l ing f rom mine Eyes) should blot
th is my Wri t ing,  and whi lst  I  deplore the Bl indness of  the World,  I
b lemish this Lamentat ion,  which I  would have known to al f  men. I  am
a man Rel ig ious, incorporated in a most holy Order,  in which I  wi l l
persevere,  as long as i t  shal l  p lease the Omnipotent GOD, to animate
this miserable Body, wi th Vi ta l  Spir i t ,  therefore I  must not wr i te oth-
er th j -ngs, or otherwise, than is agreeable to th is State.  But had I
the Off ice of  a Secular Judge, I  would l i f t  up my Voice, and sound a
Trumpet in their  Ears,  that  those deaf men may hear,  who hi therto hrou-
Id not acknowledge the Truth,  but  out of  fgnorance, wi thout Cause, faI-
-^1" -h. l  ^  
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medi- tate how they may total ly suppress the same.

But thou, O Lord COD, who dwel lest  in the Highest,  who art  cal led and
f  r l l11. ,  : r t  l -ha . :nn . \F paa1- r^rhn ci f l -  in.r  ' in t -ho qrrnr6ma .1.hr^n^ ^.  rn- ;^-F' 'Lrur l  qr  Lur, 'Y t r r  (J!  r ' ra jEsLy 

'governest Heaven and Earth,  which thou hast Created, who concervest the
Stars,  and ordainest the Course of  the Firmament in i ts Mot ion accord-
ing to thy Command, before whom al l  Creatures t remble,  whrch are found
in the Earth,  or  in Heaven, and the Infernal  Spir i ts are astonished with
r rnexnrossable dread. ho nlaaqod T nre\ /  t . r  Innk dnwn nnnn the TI.anSaCt-

ions of  th is most ungrateful  World,  and teach them inwardly to know th-
^ca 

rnhi  n^c urhinh rharr  mrlTacr-  ho nrrr  cor l  in rh\ ,  'Fhr^ha lznnrrn in rhrr
: l l  ur I  j

\ /ar i  f  \ /  :nd :dnrod in t -  h\ /  immonqa M^rael-  r /  Aa F^r mrr qol  F r  rn ,n! . '^rvE, luJ v arr  LI I  r ' 'UJLJ!_l

thy and mjserable man, give thanks unto thee, for  thy greal  and inf in-
i te Gif ts and Benefr ts of  Riches and Health bestowed on me, and laud
thy Majesty for  ever for  the same. More, O my Facher and Lord,  T nei-
ther canr nor am able to desire in th is per ishinq World.

Now, that  we may wri te of  ANTIMONY, and begin our Discourse from the
very Foundat ion,  \^rhence ANTIMONY acquires iLs Empire,  Tr iumph and GIory,
by which i t  is  exal ted to perfect  operaLion, we must before al l  Things
discover the certain Original  of  i ts  Roor;  how i r  is  generated in the
Earth,  to the Dominion of  vr 'hat  Stars i t  . r -  s sub jected, and \^,hat Elements
have throughly digested i t ,  and which rhey be, thac have broughr i t  to
Matur i ty.  ANTIMONY is no other than a Fume, or (as I  may otherwise
cal l  i t )  a Mineral  Vapour,  which is geni ted f rom above by the Stars,
^-, l  ^ t r^- , .^* I  L. ,  ! r - -vy urrc Elements deduced and digested to formaL Coagulatron
and Matur i ty.  Here i t  is  to be noted, rhat ANTIMONY halh acquired i ts
Essence, Vir tue,  Power,  Operat ion and Qual i ty,  I rom Lhe same Pr inciple,
Root and Essence, whence Vulgar Mercury is produced; yet  wi th more f i rm
CoaguLat ion,  so that i t  is  brought to an harder Essence, than the l iv-
ing or running Mercury of  the Vulgar hath.  The Reason ot  thrs is,  be-
cause i t  hath assumed from the three Pr inciples,  a l i t t le more of  the
Substance of  Sal t .  than common Mercury.  For al though of  a l I  the three
Principles,  i t  hath the least  part  of  Sal t ,  yet  i t  haLh assumed more
of the Essence of  Sal t ,  than common Mercury,  whence unto i t  hath happ-
ened such a Coagulat ion.  Hardness in every th ing 1s f rom Salt ,which
vulgar lv lercury hath not.  For i t  hath a very smal I  part  of  SaIt ,  but  in
i t ,  in a spir i tual  manner,  is  insi ted a certain more hot SPIRIT of  SUL-
PHUR; therefore i t  a lways f lows, and cannot be brought to Coagulat ion,
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unless by the help of  other Metal I ick Spir i ts,  which en4ued.wiLh very
great Vi i tues,  are chief ly found in the MATRIX of  SATURN' wi thout which
i t  cannot be.f ixed, unless by him, who possesseth the STONE of PHITO-
SOPHERS, by which i ts three Pr inciples may be brought to a concordant
Equal i ty,  and then i t  acquires such a Body, as wi l l  mel t '  f low'  and
abide the Harnner,  l ike al l  other Metals;  otherwise Mercury is and wi l l
be f lu id Mercury,  unt i l  i ts  volat i l i ty  be th is way taken away. Hence
i t  is  known, that  a l f  Animals and alL Vegetables are too weak to f ix
Mercury into a mal leable Substance (as many have in vain endeavoured )
because at l  these have not a Metal l ick Nature.  MERCURY, wi th in and
without,  is  no other than meer Fire;  therefore i t  is  not  combust ib le
by any Eire;  no Fire can apprehend i t  so;  as to al ter  i ts  Essence, but
i t  suddenly f l ies and resolves i t  sel f  into an i -ncombust ib le oi l  Spir i t -
ual ly;  or  af ter  i ts f ixat ion i t  remains so invar iable,  as no strength
or power of  men is suf f ic ient  again to al ter  i t .  And whatsoever can
now be made of  GoId may then also be made of  i t  by Art ;  because af ter
Coagulat ion i t  is  a l together l ike GoId;  for  i t  wi th GoId hath one and
the same Root,  Stock,  or  Product ion or ig inal ly.

But s ince I  purpose not in th is place to discourse more largely of
MERCURY, and intend only s imply (yet  t ru ly)  to descrrbe the very Foun-
dat ion of  ANTIMONY, f rom true and certai-n pr inciples,  I  wi IL cease to
speak of  MERCURY, and proceed to a fur ther Declarat ion of  ANTIMONY.
Yet,  whatsoever I  have proposed by way of  Simi l i tude touching MERCURY*.
for an Introduct ion and further Considerat ion,  is  not wr j - t ten rn vain,
or to no purpose; but Lo the end, thac the very Beginning of  ANTIMONY
may be more clear ly understood, which (as I  before shewed )  received r ts
or igrnal ,  as i t  were Mercur ia l ly ,  wi th i t .

TKIRKRINGIUS- Which so miserably perplexeth aI I  the Students of
th is Art ;  what our MERCURY is,  which is the MATTER of the STONE,
which is found every where and in a1l  THINGS, is here br ief ly and
clear ly manifested. Therefore our Author BASILIUS doth not in
vain rnvi te your Attent ion.  AII  the Light I  am able to add to
this Clearness, would rather obscure,  than f l lustrate the same;
therefore,  wi th him, I  admonish you to at tend.

Wherefore most di l igent ly th ink on this;  of ten bear j .n mind, observe
and understand, that  aI l  Minerals and Metals to, lether,  in rhe same t ime,
and af ter  the same manner,  and of  one and the s, lme pr incipal  l " lat ter ,
are produced and geni ted- That Matter is no other,  than a meer Vapour;
which is extracted from the Elementary Earth by the Super ior  STARS, as
hrr  r  cr , / i6rd.  l  f '^ l -  n i .st i l lat ion of  the Macrocosm; which Svdereal  hot  in-
fusion, r , / i th an Airy -sulphureou s Property descending upon infer iours,
so acts and operates.  as in those Metals and Minerals is implanted
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spir i tualLy and invis j -b ly a certain Power and Vir tue,  which Fume after-
ward resolves i t  sel f  in the Earth,  into a certain Water,  f rom which
Mineral  Water al l  l tetals are thenceforth generated and r ipened to their
Perfect ion;  and thence proceeds this or that  Metral  or  Mineral ,  accord-
ing as one of  the three Pr inciples acquires Domi.nion, and they have rnuch
or l i t t le of  Sulphur and SaIt ,  or  an unequal  Mixture of  the weight of
them, whence some MetaLs are f ixed; that  is ,  some constant and stable,
some volat i le and easi ly mutable,  as is seen in GOLD, SILVER, COppER,
IRON, TIN and LEAD. Besides these Metals,  other Minerals aLso are gen-
erated of  the three Pr j .nciples,  according to the Communicat ion and par-
t ic ipat ion of  the unequal  weight of  them; as are VITRIOL, ANTIMONY, and
many other Marchasi tes,  or  other Electrums, and Minerals,  which for
brevi ty sake we here omit .

But Gold,  in i ts Astrum and Beginning was imbibed with a much more
perfect  SULPHUR, and a much more perfect  MERCURY, than al l  other Metals
and Minerals,  and therefore i ts operat ive Vir tue is much more potent
and more ef f icacious, than the ASTRUMS of other Metals:  Yea, al l  Vir-
tues whatsoever are dispersed in ocher Metals,  and many more than them,
are found in the ASTRUM of Gold onJ-y.  Moreover I  say.  when that one
thing is brought to fur ther Matur i ty by Fire,  i t  contains more perfect-
ion,  than al l  Metals and Minerals together.  There is one only Mineral ,
of  which I  have of ten made ment ion already, in which is found a Sulph-
ur of  SOL, equal ly as strong and powerful ,  yzea more potent and more
strong, than in Gold i t  sel f ;  so also.  there are two kinds of  Metals
found, in which th is Predominancy powerful ly Tr iumphs, of  which at  th is
t ime I  have nei ther wi l l  nor disposrt ion to wrr te;  but  am wi l l ing to
keep v, / i th j  n the Bounds I  have set.  my sel f  in t reat ing of  the Essence of
ANTIMONY, touching which I  purpose now to speak.

Therefore ANTIMONY is a Mineral  made of  the Vapour of  the Earth chan-
ged into Waterr  which Spir i tual  Syderaf  Transmutat ion is the t rue AST-
RUM of ANTIMONY; which Water,  by the Stars f i rst ,  af terward by the Ele-
ment of  Fire,  which resides in the Element of  Air ,  is  extracted from
the Elementary Earth,  and by Coagulat ion formal ly changed lnto a tan-
gible Essence, in which tangible Essence, , (vtz.  whence ANTIMONY is for-
mal1y made )  is  found very much of  SULPHUR predominant.  of  MERCURY not
so much SALT, as i t  thence acquires an hard and immal leable Mass. The
pr incipal  ouat i ty of  i t  is  dry and hot,  or  rarher burning, of  CoId and
Humidi ty i t  hath very l i t t le in i t ,  as there is in Common Mercury;  in
Corporal  Gold also is more Heat than Cold.  These may suff ice to be spo-
ken of  the Matterf  and three Fundamental  Pr incipaJ.s of  ANTIMONY, how
by the ARCHEUS in the Element of  Earth i t  is  brought to perfect ion.

Yet the Lovers of  CEYMISTRY should not th ink th is phi losophick Reason
by me aI  Ieadged of  absolute necessi ty to them. nor need they be sol ic-
i tous to know, in vr 'hat  Center the ASTRUM of ANTIMONY rests,  or  f rom what
Root i f  f lows; but should rather desire to learn the Ut i l i ty  and use
thereof;  vtz.  which way i t  ought to be prepared and reduced to rrs st-
ate,  that  they rnay know i ts Vir tue,  Power,  and Operat ion,  touching which
rn t imes past so many Things have been wri t ten,  and to th is Day are

*
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mentioned, and spoken of  by al l  men of  a l l  States and Condit ions.  For
the Learned, as wel l  as the Unlearned hope to have their  ardent and in-
sat ib le Desire sat isf ied by This:  therefore I  wi l l  not  detain the Rea-
der wi th ambiguous Discourses, or tedious Del-ays,  but s impLy teach ev-
ery Thing, which I  by great Study and Di l igence (which I  have of ten
imployed about ANTIMONY) could f ind out touching the Essence of  ANTI-
MONY- For no man, by reason of  the shortness of  L i fe,  can know or sea-
rch out al l  i ts  ARCANUM'S; because in Preparat ion of  ANTIMONY, one new
Wonder fo l lows another perpetual ly;  one Degree succeeds a former Deg-
ree, Colour fo l lows Colour,  and one Vir tue,  Power or Operat ion always
manifests i t  sef f  greater than another.

And to begin here I  say,  ANTIMONY is meer Venom, not of  the k i -nd of
the least  Venoms, but such, as by which you may destroy Men and Beasts,
so venomous a po$,rer is di f fused through the whole Substance of  th is Min-
eral-  Hence ar iseth the common Exclamat ion of  a l l  men. For the Peo-
ple,  unski l led Doctors,  and aI I  Those, to whom the ground of  t rue Med-
ic ine is unknown, do with one mouth procla. im i t  VENOM, VENOM! poison,
say they (as I  my sel , f  above confessed )  I ies in ANTIMONY. For th is
Cause let  us disswade al l  men from rts use; for  i t  endanqers the Hea-
l th and Li fe.  Therefore DOCTORS resident in Pr inces Couits,  admonish
Monarchs, Pr inces, and other Potentates not to use ANTIMONY. Other
Scholast icks cry out,  Beware, you in no wise admr-t  ANTIMONY into Med-
rcinal  Use: For i t 's  meer Po j -son; these the Inhabi tants of  Ci t ies and
Vrl lage's fo l Iow. And this far  spread Clamour so moves the greatest  part
of  Mortal-s,  as ANTIMONY in these our Days is very i l l  spoken of ,  and no
man dares put conf idence in the Medicine thereof,  which in i t  rs found

r. . . lus cu, \ . r  urrc." ,preSsible.  For t ru ly and hoI i I , r '  I  af f i rm {as t ru ly
as GOD is the Creator of  a l l  th ings v isrble,  whr.ch are contained in
Heaven or Earth,  which ei ther have come, or in t ime to come shal l  come
unto our knowledge )  that  under Heaven, or b; '  the Rays of  the Sun, wi th
the Gujdance of  Exper ience, can be found or demonsLrar ed no grearer Med-
ic ine,  Lhan is in th is Mineral  i  yea, t l lere rs no SubJecr,  in which so
fLuent ly and abundant ly can be found such most certain Remedies;  for
Heal" th,  as shal l  be declared (by sure and undeniable Exper iments )  to be
In ANTIMONY.

Son, at tend to th is my Discourse. and do thou Reader give heed ro my
Wri t r -ngs, and so you wise men oF the World di l igcnt ly observe my Declar-
at ion of  ANTIMONY founded on Exper ience. For my THEORY ar iseth f rom
Nature,  and my PRACTICE proceeds from cerLain Exper ience, which shews
its manifold Ut i I i ty ,  and inf in i te ways producet.h the same, not wi th-
out the incredible Admirat ion of  a l l  men. But I  assent to you, and
confess (as I  have before acknowledged in my Wri t ings )  that  ANTIMONY
at f i rst  is  meer Venom, and before Preparat ion hath nothrng in or wi th
i t  sel f ,  buc Poison; and chat I  af f i rm to be true. But you, whosoever
you are,  insignized or nor insignized with the Degree of  DOCTOR, MASTER
or BACHELOR, whether ski l l fu l  i -n Art ,  or  by some oLher Prtvr ledge pro-
moted; you, I  say.  who so inconsideratel .y and so .rr rogant ly wi thout
Truth exclaim, and prate against  mer pause a whi le,  and rorget nol  your
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own Argument,  hear vrhat I  have here to say.  ANTIMONY is Venom, there-
fore every One must beware he use i t  not .  No, that  doth not fo l low I"1r.
DOCTOR, BACHELOR, or MASTER; i t  doth not fo] l -ow, I  say,  Mr.  DOCTOR, aI-
though you be proud of  your Red Hat.  TREACLE is made of  the most Der-
i l lous venom of a v iper,  which is 

"arr"Jo4o.-a; ;  
; ; ; " ; ;  

" i . " ' i t - i r IJ 'i ts  Name; therefore no man must use i t ,  for  there is poison in i t .  Doth
this Consequence please you? You hear,  that  af ter  Preparat ion,  no ven-
enosi ty is found in ANTIMONY; for  by the Spagyr ick Art  ANTIMONY is con-
verted from Venom into Medicine, no otherwise than as of  the Venom of
a Viper is said,  which is converted inro TREACL.E; but wi thout prepar-
at j .on you shal l  f ind no cood in i t ,  nor any Lhing of  Medicinal  HeIp,
but much loss and detrrment.

Now whosoever desires to become a Disciple of  ANTIMONY, he must,  af ter
Prayer,  and an earnest Invocat ion of  GOD, betake himsel f  to the Sch-
ool  of  VULCAN; for  he is the Master and Revealer of  a l l  Secrets.  This
Master is contemned by the Wise Men of  the World,  set  very l ight  by and
der ided; because they, by reason of  their  own Negl igence and Mal igni ty,
have learned nothing of  h im; and aI1 Reveafat ion,  through their  own SI-
oath,  is  rmpeded; for  no Medicine was ever prepared without VULCAN,
whatsoever those senseless mad men shal l  bable and af f i rm to the Contr-

But I  wi l l  proceed to the Process and Preparat ion of  ANTIMONY; for  I
l i t t le value the Clamours of  arrogant and sel f  applauding men; ]et  them
make and br ing to l ight  any Work that can exceL ANTIMONY- I t  is  wel l
knor,vn to me, that  of  ANTIMONY may be made Medrcines equal  to Those,
which are in Gold and vulgar Mercury (T exccpt che ASTRUM oi  SOL) for
of  th is may be prepared AURUM POTABILE aga i .nst  the Lcprosie,  of  th is
m:r,  l - ,^  mr^6 cni- i f  

^F 
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POX, of  th is other inf inr te Remedies may be prepared. I f  those Cont-
emners cannot perceive and understand this,  what wonder is i t? None,
because they have not learned i t .  No man can give a sound Judgement of
that ,  which he never learned. Let the Ass, an ANIMAL I ike them in st-
upidi ty be their  Example,  who cannot teach a Shepherd how to handle his
Pipe, so as to play an Harmonious Tune; because he hath not learned.
So, r ight  Judgement,  wiLh a sol id Foundat ion cannot be g. iven by a man,
who before hath not bent his Studies that  way, that  f rom Wri t ings he
may be able to discern what,  in such a Business. is jusc or unjust .
Af ter the same manner in Lhis Facu]ty,  whaL can be at t r ibuted to any
of the DOCTORS, before he hath f rom Wri t ings,  and by his own proper
Iabour acquired Knowl edge ?

Yet before I  pass to the Process i t  sel  t ,  some One may perhaps inter-
rupt and ask me, which way both Minerals and other Things receive their
Venenosi ty? What Venom is? Whence the Poison of  every Thing hath i ts
Original? How i t  may be taken away, also how such a Mineral  may without
per i l  securely be used for Heal th af ter  evacuat ion of  that  Venom? To
these Quest ions I  wi I I  br iet ly and clear ly answer.  Th,-  In lusion of  Ve-
nom fal ls under a twofold Considerat ion,  v iz.  Natural  and SuDernaturaf .
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The f i rst  Reason, why GOD the supreme Lord of  the Sta.rs,  and the l {ak-
er of  Heaven and Earth,  hath proposed to us open Venom, especial ly in
Minerals,  is ,  that  by th is ordinat ion he rnight shew to us his wonders
and powerfuf  works,  for  d ist inct j -on of  cood and Evi f ,  as in the Law he
prescr ibed to us the Knowledge of  That,  which l ies as a Duty on us to
do, v iz.  to Choose the Good and Eschew the Evi l .  So also the Tree of
Li fe in Paradise was proposed; i ts r ight  use tended to Good. but i ts
abuse brought the FaI l  to Evi l ;  for  by that  GOD'S Command was broke,
whence proceeded Destruct ion and al- I  Evi1.  This is the f i rst  Reason-

A Second Reason is,  that  by th is we might comprehend and understand
the Dist inct ion between Evr l  and Good, and at  length learn to extermin-
ate Mal ice and reposi t  Goodness in i ts place. For GOD wi l [s not,  that
man should per ish and be destroyed, but that  he should depart  f rom Evi I ,
and come to amendment of  L i [e,  that  Destruct ] .on may be dr iven far away
from his Soul .  So, to Us his Crei tures,  wi th wonderful  Conven.rency
hath he proposed Good and Evi1,  which is found both in the Precept of
the word, and . in the Work of  the Creature;  that  r^ 'e may choose what is
prof i table and good for Heal th,  and shun what is evi l  and perni t ious.

. r 'h i  rd l \ /  \ /on^m i< r l<a m:^a hrr  iha qr-  , - -  , ,1---  
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and Conjunct ions of  them happen, by which the Elements are Tnfected so,
as they become the Cause of  Pest i lences. and other Venomous Diseases in
the world;  which afso is to be understood of  COMETS.

Fourthly.  Venom is made from Things repugnant each Lo other,  as when
any One inkindles a deadly Poison in himsel f ,  by Anger or Sadness; also
when a man dr inks bernq above measure hot.

Fi f th ly,  among Venoms may be numbered heapons, w-r th which any one rs
slain;  then the Abuse of  Arms is Venom Lo that man. But when any One
useth Arms, . [or  Lhe jusu and unblameab]e deIence of  h is Body. Lo which
end they were invented, then they may be accounted a certain k ind of
Medicine.

Last ly,  the Cause of  Venom may be demonsLraLed by NaLure, in Lhis
manner;  whatsoever Nature resists is Venom, and 1]hat because i t  t - ighLs
against  Nature.  As when any one eats such Food, as his STOMACH cannot
bear,  then that Food is Venom to him; for  i t  is  repugnant l ]o Nature;
. ' 'n  tho cr . rnf  r^r \ /  r f  anv Onc eat s l )ch Foo. l  .  as is t r r i r -ndlv t .o hiS Stom-
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ach, to him that Food is Medicine.

But Venom is pr incipal ly aLtracted to Bodies in the Earth,  whi IsL they
are a certain Mercur ia l  Essence (now I  speak of  the Venom of Minerals )
which yet is in an immaLure, crude, and now we}I  d igested Form, which

- !  !^  r ' - !  . ra :nr t  d iFFir-rr l  f  l \ /  d i . rpqf  pd. l - rer- , r r rqc SUCh a Mer-r -  r  etJu9rrarr  L!)  UTYLJLL

cur ia l  Essence is not yet  perfect .  weII  c i igested Lo Matur- i ty.  therefore
i l -  n:qqath thrnrrah the urhnl  a Rndrr  :e a / -nrdo imm:tr ! rF rrndi l -Yoqr ih lo! r r  srr !vv j ! r

Mineral .  As i f  crude Corn should be eaten by men, that  would be so
r l i f  f  inrr l r -  f^  Fia dinaqtor l  h\r  f  ho qi . \m-a.-h aq 

^ 
n^r,ehla dohi l  i r -  r , '  . \F rho

Body wouJ,d fo l low. For the natural  Heat is too weak to deduce that to
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a due Concoct ion and Perfect ion.  corn,  which receives i ts Matur i ty f rom
the Fire of  the creat wor ld,  must af terward be throughly cocted by the
Minor Fire,  that  i t  may be digested by the Mj.crocosm. As before we
said,  touching the boi l ing of  Flesh to Matur i ty;  so here the same is to
be understood of  ANTIMONY, which being yet crude, and nor throughly co-
cted in the Earth to f ixedness, the Stomach of  Man (as I  may so speak )
is too weak to bear i t ,  or  retain the same, as by certain Exper ience is
manifested, v iz-  that  a1l-  CATHARTICKS, whether Minerals,  Animals,  or
Vegetables,  are venomous, because of  a certain Mercur ia l  Matter st i lL
predominant in them; which volat i le Spir i t  is  the Cause why other th ings,
which are in man. are expel led;  not that  by th is Means the Root i t  sel f
of  Diseases is Ia id hold on, which only is ef fected by the f ixedness of
every Medicine. For every Medicine throughly f ixed, searcheth out f ix-
ed Diseases, and eradicates themi which Purgers not f ixed cannot do,
but they do only as i t  were carry away some Spoi l  f rom Diseases; or they
may be compared to Water,  which di iven by force through a Street Pene-
trates not the Earth i t  sel f .  Fixed Remedies purge not by the infer-
iour Parts,  because that is not the fami l iar  way of  Expel l ing f ixed
Venoms, and that way they would not touch the Kernel  (as I  may caII  i t )
or  Center of  the Disease; but by expel l ing Sweat,  and otherways they
str ike at  the very inmost Root of  the Disease, not contented with a
. -errFin qrrnerf  i r - ia l  Exnrr ls inn of  Fi l rhq.  ThereIore we ofcen admonish
al l  and every One, that  a l l  venomous Impuri ty is total- Iy to be taken
away from ANTIMONY, before i t  can ei ther be, or be cal led such.a Med-
jc ine,  as may safely be given. For th is Cause. Lhe Cood must be separ-
ated from the Evi l ;  the Fixed from the not f ixed, and the Medicrne f  . rom
the Venom with accurate di l igence, i f  we hope by the Use of  ANTIMONY to
. \h l .  , i in f  r rF H^.. l r r r  and rrue I l t i  l i  f  v :  i r r r f  Fi  re or v .ar  . ' f  f  ect  thac.e1, vv!

Eor VULCAN is the sole and only Master of  aI I  These. Whatsoever the
VULCAN in the Greater Orb leaves crude and perfects not,  that  in the
Lesser WorId must be amended by a certain other VULCAN, r ipning the
Immature,  and coct ing the Crude by Heat,  and separat ing the Pure f rom
fhA lmnrrrp ' fh: l -  l -h iq iq nnccihla nn m:n dn,rhtq -  tar  dart  l ( /  Fv^or ian/-a

teachelh the same, and ic is very apparent in tho CorporaL Aspect of
Colours,  which proceed from the Fire.  For by tseparat ion and Fire,  wht-ch
Derfect  Fixat i . )n.  Ven6.^cirv ic t - .Lah. - ' '  ^- ' -1 -  'a--^^ 

is made Ofuwoy, arru o \ - r rarrYE -L
the Evi I  into cood, as we have already said.  ' Iheref  ore Fire is the Sep-
arator of  Venom from Medicine, and of  cood from Evi l ;  which ts a th j -ng,
that None of  the Physic ians ei ther dares or can truly and fundamental ly
own, or demonstrate to me, unless he who hath f i rmly contracted Fr iend-
ship wi th VULCAN. and inst i tuted the Fiery Bath fu l  I  of  Love, by which
the Spouse, being throughly purged from aI l  Der i lemenc, may Iegi t imate-
ly J- ie down with her Br ide-groom in the Marr iacle Bed.

Flee upon the Acuteness of  the Worldly Wit  of  those, who nei ther un-
derstand. nor are wi l l ing to endeavour to understand these my wri t ings.
I f  you did know, what is cal led f ixed, and what-  not  f ixed, and what i t
srgni I ies to separate the Pure f rom the Tmpure. assuredly you would
purposely forget many Things, and omit t ing otht : r  vain Works,  wouLd fol-
Iow me only.  For in me (ANTIMONY speaks of  h i r rsel t  )  you wi l l  f ind
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MERCURY, SULPHUR and SALT, then which Nothing i -s more Conducible for the
Health of  men. I1ERCURY is in the REGULUS, SULPHUR in the Red Colour,
and SALT in the remaining black Earth.  He that can separate these, and
again uni te them in a due manner,  according to Art ,  so as Fixat ion rnay
bear Rule,  wi thout Venom, he may rejoice wi th Honour and Truth;  because
he hath obtained the STONE OF FIRE, which may be prepared of  ANTIMONY
for the Health of  Mortals,  and for Temporal  Sustenat ion wi th part ic-
ular prof i t .  For in ANTIMONY you may t ind al l  Colours,  Black,  whi te,
Red, Green, BIue, Yel low, and more other mixt  Colours,  than can be bel-
j -eved, al l -  which may be separated apart ,  and known part lcular ly,  and
singular ly appl ied to use; according as the Art ist  intends, such an Or-
dinat ion i -s to be inst i tuted-

Therefore now wiI I  I  d is, t inct ly declare,  how Medic- ine is to be pre-
pared. Venom to be expel led,  FixaEion to be set about,  and a t rue Sep-
arat ion to be made, by which the Evi l ,  may be subdued,and depressed. and
the cood tr iumph and be taken into use. In the mean whi le,  let  the Lo-

^€ ^-r  ^^-^ i l^-ver ot  AI  L uonsluer r that  every of  the other Met.al-s may be compared to
arrorrr  nf  iho Dro, . - i  

^rrc 
qt^n6e. hrr l -  l -h ic 

^nl \7 
r-r ' \nt-^ i  n< rrnirrorcr l l r r  t -ha

Virtues of  a l I  Stones; which those Colours,  which i t  g ives for th and
exhibi ts ro the Sight t rom i t  sel f  in the Frre,  do sufI ic ient ly demon-
sLraLe. I ts Transparent Redness is assigned to the Carbuncle,  Ruby,
and CoraI;  i ts  t lh i teness, to the Diamond and Crystal ;  i ts  Blue Colour,
to the SAPHIRE; Green, to the EMERALD; Yel low. to the JACINTH; ] ts
Black,  !o the GRANATE, which Stones contalns rn r t  sel f  a certar-n Black-
ness occul t ly  absconded. Bur as to Metals,  rhe Blacx is assiqned to
SATURN, the Red to Tron, the Yel low to cold,  Lhe creen ro Copper,  the
Blue to Si lver,  the White to MERCURY, and i ts mixture of  var ious Col-
ours is at t r ibuted to JUPITER. But as al l  the Colours of  a l l  Metals and
Precj-ous Stones are c lear ly found in ANTIMONY; so also aI l  the powers
and Vir tues of  Medrcine are no less shewed in l t ,  thran the Colours af-
oresa j -d;  but  to educe from j- t  a l l  these Colours is not the Labour of
one man. For our Li fe is c i rcumscr ibed with Lrmlts more strai t ,  than
wi l l  permir  one man by his Labour througnly to Iearn whaLsoever Nature
keeps concealed and absconded in her Bosom. In one certain way of  Pre-
parat ion,  f rom ANTIMONY by dist i l lat ions is drawn forth an Humour acid
end qharn.  I ik-  i -  r r ra nerfaci .  \ / i  no.rAr ^n^!Lr^r , . - , .  

i -  ^-^-afed a Shin_tJr  r -^,  u luu uLr r ILYqr woY (-  | / rsPr
inn pod a^l^rrr  qLroaf rn. t  i  f  ipd Hnnorr  

^r  
q, idrr  An^i-har

'  
vvL 

f  ,

way, a Worm-wood l ike Bi t terness proceeds thereFrom; otherwise. a cer-
ta in Acr imony, l ike some Salt -Oi l ;  thus always one Narure f  o l - Iows ano-
ther.  Aga- in,  by Subl imat ion i t  is  dr iven 16 the Olympick Mountains,
l ike a f ly ing Eagle,  red, yel low and white.  Also forced down by Des-
cenL, iL y- le lds divers Colours and preparat ions;  a lso by ReverberaLion,
of  i t  is  rnade a Metaf ,  l ike common Lead. Likewise a t ransparent Glass,
red, yel low, whi te,  b lack,  and endewed with other Colours;  a l l  which
notwithstanding, are not safe to be used in Medicine, unless rhey be
f i rst  proved by another EXAMEN. Also i t . is  resolved into rare and won-
derful  OiLs,  which are var ious and manj- f  o ld,  some o[  which are made per-
fect  wi th Addi t ion,  others wi thout mixt ion of  any other th ings; some
l ikewise are taken inwardLy, ot .hers only outwardly,  appl ied co cof iunon
Ulcers,  and Wounds. I t  suppl ies us wi th so many severaL Extract ions,
var ied wi th so many Colours,  as i t  would t i re a DELPHIAN APOLLO to des-
cr ibe them al l ;  but  indeed, al l  the mutat ions of  i ts  Nature,  which are



discovered through the cate of  Fire,  i t  by i ts own Oracl-es wi l l  best
unfold.  Of i t  is  made I iv ing Mercury,  and Sulphur which burns l ike
common Sulphur,  so that  of  that  Gunpowder might be made. Of i t  is  made
a true and natural  SALT; and many other th ings are prepared of  the same.

Therefore we begin to speak of  the Preparat icns thereof,  as of  i ts
ESSENCE, MAGISTERY, ARCANUM, ELIXIR, and part icular TINCTURE, in which
you must imploy aI l  d i l igence and Care; especial ly when I  shal I  in my
r"rr . i  + i  

-^-  ^^^l-F^ 
l -ha ct-^ha af  F- i  ro >h. l  i t -c pro^^rr t - i  

^n 
f^-6fh-vt l rL l r ,Yr L(J yvu r  lLpqroLrvrr .  rvyqrrr-

er wi th other var ious Secrets and Arcanums, which indeed are scarcely
at  a l l  known to the World;  and which have been l i t t le regarded, s ince
the EGYPTIANS and CHALDEANS died, who professed these Arts;  of  which
notbr i thstanding the use is very great,  for  searching out the very Foun-
tain of  t rue Medicine, and al l  other Works pert inent thereunto.

Now di l igent ly mind, and with profound Meditat ion consider al I  the
fol lowing Preparat ions,  one succeeding another.  as I  sha]I  reveal  them.
For there is no One inserted, which hath not i ts s ingular Ut i l i ty ,  but
every of  them is useful ,  according as ordained in i ts State.  A f ixed
Medicine of  ANTIMONY, expels f ixed Diseases and eradicates them, but AN-
TIMONY not f ixed, as when iL r-s crude and not prepared, opens and pur-
. roth rhp ql-  

^m^.-h 
. )nr . '  r - .  '+ ts^"^A; ^-  ^^F the RooL ot  Lhe Disease. There-

fore I  wr l l  set  about the Preparat ion of  aI1,  that  appertains to ANTI-
I4ONY, and discover aI l  the Keys of  i ts  Preparat ion,  which now (as by

r ' ' ' ' iF" \  
- -^ lar^, !dhF 1.^ r  idhr 

-nn 
rarra:  l  or l  Frr  c i rad new r\actvr ty,  are -_ --r . ._ - ,  ]n Lne same

state,  to which they were ordained by GOD their  CREATOR. Thrs unlock-
ino and nrpnArino rTr Mineral  ANTIMONY is nerformed hv c l ivArs Methods
and Ways, by the disposure and govornance of  Lhe Frre,  wi th manifold
Iabour of  the Hands, whence proceeds the Operal ion,  Vir tue,  Power and
Colour of  the Medicine i t  sel f .  And since ANTIMONY to the Aspect pre-
sents a crude destruct ive al teratron, which consists in CALClNATION and
INCINERATION, and that rs thus made.

Take Hungarian or other ANTIMONY, rhe besc you can get,  gr ind i t ,  i f
possible.  to an tmpalpable Powder;  chis Powder spread Thin aI l  over the
Bottom of a Calc in ing Pan, round or square,  which hath a Rim round ab-
out,  the heighL of  two Fingers rhickness; ser th is Pan into a CaIcin-
inrr  Frrrn:er-p :nd :dqjniSLer tO i t  at  f  i rst  a verv moderatc Fi  ra nF f-6: I  s

which af terward increase gradualJy;  when you see a Fume beginning to
ar ise f rom rhe ANTIMONY, sL- i r  i t  cont inual ly wi th an Iron SPATULA, wirh-
out ceasing, as Iong as i t  wi l )  g ive for th f rom i t  sel f  an\r  F 'nmp TF

. '^^ "^ i - ; ;^ . :J _ , :  ' :_-^^:,y ,  Lr ,€ ^. . ITIMONY melt ,  or  concrete rnto Clots,  then remove
i t  f rom the Fi-re,  and when cold again reduce i t  to a subt le Powder,  and
as before calc ine i t ,  cont inual ly st i r r ing as we said,  unt i l ,  no more
Fume wi l l  ascend. I f  need be repeat th is Operat ion so of ten and so
Iong, as unt i l  Lhat ANTIMONY puL into the Fire,  wi I I  nei ther fume, nor
concrete into Cl ,ots,  but  in CoIour resemble White and pure Ashes: Then
is the Calc inat ion of  ANTIMONY r iqht lv made.

Put th is ANTIMONY thus calc ined
tdind-Furnace, administer ing such
c]ear and pure Water.  Then, that

into a Gold-smiths Crucrble set  in a
Fire.  as the ANTIMONY may tLow, I ike

-^-r  - i -1" rnd inf  : l  l ih l r rLy d.  
'u rrrr  otr tvr  t
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prove, whether the c lass made Lhereof be suff ic ient ly cocted, and hath
acquired a t ransparent Colour,  put  a long rod of  I ron cold into the Cru-
cible,  and part  of  the Glass wi l l  s t ick to the I ron, which wi th an Ham-
mer str ike of f ,  and hold up against  the Light,  to see whether i t  be
nlcar n1ean :nd l -  ranqn:ranl- .  i  F qn i t  i -  ' . '^ l  l  

-^ .1 -^-+:-- i  l r r  mrf  r r roLrdrrr lJor ,  drrLr Per !c_,uL !  I

Here Iet  my Reader,  unlearned and but a Beginner in Art ,  know (for
I  wr j , te not to men ski l , led in th is Art ,  v, /ho have of  ten exper ienced the
pou/ers of  the Frre,  but  to Candidates,  TYRO'S*,  and the studious Dis-
r - i  n l  ec , . \ f  l -  ha qpAcvR I  r -K q. i  anr-o.  l - rpr-errse to mak:e Glass Of ANTIMONy is
a th ing common, and weII  known to many) know, L say,  that  every Glass,
rdhether made oI  Metafs,  Minerals,  or  any other Matter,  must be throughly
cocted in Fire to Matur i ty;  thaL i t  may have a c lear and transparenl
Colour,  and be apt for  furrher PreparaLion to Medicinal  use; which t r -
anslucid and pure Matur i ty VULCAN only ef fects in his secret  and hid-
den Nature.  Therefore,  let  everv man know, consi ,der and retain th is.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Right ly doth BASILIUS say, he wr i tes to the TYRO'S
of th is Art ,  because he begins wi th the GALSS of ANTIMONY, that
is.  f rom the very RudimenLs of  CHYMISTRY. and so accuraLely Lea-
cheth co make thal ,  as no man how ignorant soever can be deceived
therein ' ;  yet  the Ancients have not seldom experrenced, how often
they have erred in Lhe PRAXtS, for  such I  have wriLLen these Com-
menj-  er i  pq Fnr mp .  l , - t  pvFrv One nl  

- ,ase himsel  f  in his own Wri t -
ings;  surely T rhink I  have of Iered somewhat,  which Poster icy wi ] I
a lways thankIul ly accepr.  For al though I  d id ror several  years
most di l , igent ly read BASILIUS and other lv lasters of  the Art  of
Arts.  and in Labour ing fo l lowed them, as exact ly as possibly I
cou. ld,  yeL I  commrLLcd so many Errours ( the remcmbrance of  which
f i l fs  me with Horror )  Iost  so much Money, and was so of ten con-
strained to amend these Errors wi th labour,  as I  have compassaon
of al I  Those, who would enter into th is way, inci ted thereunto
hv their  parnesl  dpc'-^ F^ l - .^ l  ^  Fh^i  

-  ' r le iqhborrrs.  For I  l - raVe nO
r^ 

^Fr-^ -^ 'd makeIE>PSL rr( ]Lrrrrrg r . rLr  L f \  rLrr t 's ,  
- r r r l . - l  

w(Ju r

so noble an Art  subservient to AVARICE, the worse of  a l l  VICES;
]et  them sustain the damage Lhey deserve to suf fer .  But do you,
who are endued wrth a more noble Spir i r ,  FIRST SEEK THE KINGDOM
OF GOD, whrch is ei ther const i tuted or propagated by Char i ty to
your Neighbour,  AND ALL OTHER THINGS. which other men so impio-
, ,ctU c66L cHn rT 

-n^n- 
I ' ,  r ' . ,h i^h iq the Bolrnl .  v of  GOn) BE

ADDED TO YOU. I  need to use no great Arguments to perswade any
man to read those Cornmentar ies;  for  every One's own Business wi l l
suf f ic ient ly admonish him, when he shal l  see me of ten with one
word, and a most s impLe Animadversion to save him so grear Char-

urhinh ha h, i ih j -^^ Fr6.r t )onl-  l \ /  hoqi . , , . , - .1 i -  I  
- t -^, , - i^^ 

, , i. - . - . -  __weo t-n IaDourIng wltnouL
success. I  do here candrdly profess to thee, studious Reader,
had the Manua} Operat ions been so sincerely shewed to me, as I
here open Lhem, I  shouLd have saved a great Sum of lv loney; for  I
r rar ' '  nFrcn arrod \ . rhen I  woUl-d ovef g6;ocr1w nr. \qer-r 'FF /-Frtain

PROCESSES of others,  and by Lhat vain endeavour,  lost  some Thous-
ands of  FLORENS. Yet I  seldom twice repeated any of  these Oper-
at ions,  which our AUTHOR (most s incerely and openly,  of  a l f  that
I  know) hath in th is Book inserted. I  shal l  here not inst . i tute a
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TYROCINIUI{ of  CHYMISTRY, as other Authors,  wel l  known to young Be-
ginners,  have already done; but I  am wiI I ing,  by Admonit ion to
hel-p those, who Iong since could loose chis Subject  f rom iLs Bonds,
and with most fervent desire design to arr ive to the cood exposed
to their  Eyes and Mind, lest  e i ther s l ippery Blood in Lhe way, or
ENTELLUS now ly ing prostrate,  should hinder them from gaining the
proposed Reward, which is Riches and Health.

When in the Method we have taughtr  lour ANTIMONY is converted into
class,  take a Plat ter  or  Dish made of  Copper,  which is smooth and broad,
heat i t  hot  at  the Fire,  otherwise your Matter wi I I  f l ie out;  then pour
in the f lu id Matter as th in as you can, and you wiI I  have pure,  yel low,
transparent Glass of  ANTIMoNY- This is the best way of  prepar ing Glass
of ANTIMONY PER SE, wi thout addi t ion;  and this Glass,  above al l  others,
is endowed with the greatesE Vir tue and Power,  rvhich i t  manifests af ter
i ts fur ther Preparat ion.  This is bv me cal led PURE Glass of  ANTIT' IONY.*

, .KIRKRINGIUS- This is now the Common, and wel l  known way of  mak-
i -ng Glass of  ANTIMONY, which is prof i table in many Operat ions;
but to administer i t  so to the Sick wi thout Dist inct ion,  is  a Work
tul l  of  danger and per i l .  I t  indeed succeeds happi ly,  but  th is
casual  or  accidental  heal th of  some, is not of  so great moment,
as therefore to expose the Li fe of  one man to Per i l .  For I  have
seen a Sick Man, who af ter  he had taken but hal f  an ounce of  the
Infusion, vomited and purged above measure,  and soon af ter  d ied.
Hence are those Tears,  hence those clamours ar lse against  CHYMISTS,
as i f  the imoious rashness of  some false CHYMISTS. were to be im-
puted to the ArL,  which PSEUDOCHYMISTS care not how many Houses
they f i l l  wi th Funerals,  provided one or two are healed wiI I  b laze
their  Fame, and they can hear themselves cal led DOCTORS, and rob
tho qimnlo nF their  m^norr  ' fhe raAqrin . \ f  ih i  q . r rp,r f  . iAn.ra

-T IS,

because aI1 the Emetick force of  ANTIMONY contained rn the f ixed
SaIt  thereof,  in whrch resides aI l  i ts  Venenosi ty,  which weak Na-
tures cannot overcome, and therefore receive not so much good from
the Salut ferous vir tue thereof,  as hurt  f rom i ts Venom. But th is
thing should not decer sound men f  rorn the use of  ANTIMONY, s ince
+ r- ,^. ,  - -6 i  ' | -  6! ' - -  { -  hen when mixed with Venom, of  ten tO produce
salutary Effects.  They should rather thus ;6656n; j - f  that  salut-
i ferous Vir tue be freed from the Noxious facul ty,  what Good would
i t  not  do, or h/hat Diseases would i t  not  heal? Therefore,  behold
I  here of fer  to you such Glass of  ANTIMONY, as I  my sel f  use of ten,
and may be used ty every man, wi thout any danqer oi  a mortal  Cas-
trophe .

Take pure Glass of  ANTIMONY. made as BASILIUS here teacheth.
meLt i t  in a Crucible,  and keep i t  ln f lux so long, as unt i l  a
third part  is  consumed. Then let  i t  cool ,  and gr ind the same to
an Impalpable Powder,  upon which pour Spir ic o[  Wine hrgh]y,  wel l
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rect i f ied,  unt i l  i t  s tand three f ingers above the powder;  c lose
the Vessel  f i rmly,  and circulate the Mattel :  for  three Months;  th_
en by Di .st i l lat ion abstract  the Spir i t  of  Wine, or i f  i t  be t in_
ged with Redness, (which always wi l l  be,  i f  you have r ight ly op_
orrf  o/ ]  )  nn l  r r  

^^,r '  
;  r -  

^FF -nn 
L^^^ i  + 

-t  v, ,Lt  
^ssi ,  rL dpart ,  for  i t  is  an excel l_

ent Medicine. The remaining Body put into a Crucible,  permit  i t
to f low, and then cast i t  into r , rhat  Forms you wi l l .  Foi  i t  can
assume whatsoever Shapes you wi l l  have i t ,  which may be set in
Rings, and worn on the Hand. But i ts Medicinal  use is thus.

Put th is Glass for  one Night in two ounces of  Cold Wine, and
in the Morning Iet  the Sick dr ink that  wine, and you wi l l  f ind
very good success; for  i t  performs that aci : ion moderatelv,  caus-
ing gent le Vomits.  Onty Note th is:  the prescr ibed Dose must be
diminished, according to the Strength,  Age and Const i tut ion of
the Srck.  Here,  Reader,  candidly accept of  th is my f i rst  Admon-
i t ion of fered to thy sel f ,  and expect to f ind more, i f  you wiI I -
ingly and intent ly peruse the af ter  f  o l low: ing.

For there are other Gfasses prepared of  ANTIMONY, by Addi t ion of  Bor_
ax and other th inqs, in th is Manner-

Take of  Crude ANTIMONY one part ,  of  VENETIAN BORAX two parrs;  pur
these together into a Crucible.  which sett ing the Vessef in a Wind-Fur-
nacer or urqrng the Fire w] rh Bel  Lows, cause to i low, thaL they may be
wel l  and pFr FecLLy mixed t .ogerher,  af  rerwarci  pour ouL the MixLure into
a Pan, or Dish of  Copper made hot,  as th in as rs possible,  as before was
said in the Super iour Preparat ion,  and you wi l l  r rnd your ANTTMONy fair
and transparent ly c lear,r  I rke a pyRopUS or Ruby, provided you obser-
ve the due and accurate Method, Operat ing as ) . ,ou ought,  in Governing
the Frre

*KIRKRINGIUS- The Caut ion,  to which our AUTHOR here ascr ibes the
Success, is that  you use a most strong Fire,  such as is requ_ired
ror -nel* ino o" C.) ld.  .^-  i  +r_.^ 'F t r - i -  . r r r  . -Ann^r rcnrr i  ro i -1.-  o^rLir !5 )  uuyJ|  L _l l ( j  l (e jc l_

ness of  a PYROPUS.

r]rh a poAnocc m:r,  F.a abstracted f  rom this Red GIass,  t , / i th Spir i t  of
Wine*,  and by long cont inued Circulat ion in Fire,  be perfected, and
rendered a most excel lent ,  prof i table and ef f icacious Medicr-ne.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Not vr ' i th common Spir i t  of  V' i ine,  but  \ , / i th phi losoph-
ick Spr-r i t ,  which for extract ing Lhis TincLure,  I  Lhus prepare.

Take of  SAL ARMONIACK thr j -ce subl imed 4 Ounces, Spir i t  of  wine,
. l is t i l lod 

'  nr^ ' r  qalr  
^f  

Tarf : r  c. \  
^c 

i r  m>\/  ha narfaa+1,,  . i^^ht^^aL r ' ro y !s Psr rcLLry uEPrlr-Eg_
med; put them together in a phial ,  which place in heat of  Digest-
ron (so rhat the Spir i t  may ful ly imbj be rhe Sulphur or Fire of
the SAL ARMONTACK; then dist i l l  the mixture by Alembick thr ice.
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and you wiI I  have a t rue MENSTRUUM, wherewith to Extract  that  Red-
ness from the Glass of  ANTIMONY.

Afso t i re Tincture of  th is Gfass is
\ / i  na.rar end l - r r r  a f  r r r1.  har alnar: f  i . \nvv!!qLrvrr

most excel-  lent  Medicament .

extracted with i ts proper
is perfected, and becomes a

But a t ransparent r{hi te Glass of  ANTIMONY, af ter  commixt ion thereof,
is prepared in th is manner.

Take ANTIMONY beat or ground smal l -  one part ;  VFNETTAN BORAX very pure
four parts;  put  these, wel l  mixed LogeLher into a Crucible,  and cause
the Mixture to f low we1l.  At  f i rst  indeed j - t  wi I I  be ye1low, but i f  i t
s tand longer in Fire,  the yel lowness vanisheth,  the Matter recelves a
white Colour,  and thenceforth becomes a fa i r  and white Glass- Whether
this Colour be brought to perfect  Matur i ty.  you may prove with a cold
Iron, as above is said.  Many other ways of  ANTIMONY may be formed Gfa-
sses* consist ing almost of  Inf in i te Forms.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Let him who desires to prcpare more Glasses of  ANTT-
I4ONY, consul t  BEGUINUS, HARTP1AN, CROLLIUS, and other Authors;  we
hara a. .nr  r  aqr-p rn f  hFca nr^n^ca. l  r - ' \ '  HAql LIUS.

But s ince my purpose here was not to descr ibe other Glasses, then I
mrr qel  F h:d ovnor ian^^. ]  

- - .1 
, . ,h;  

^f .  - - - i  
Faqr hrnnrr  I  n H6r t i  nd,"1 rLr-  . ,uu L^IJL!  ^r .  r r€qrrrr \ - j t

t  i r r r l r ro,4 i t  r rnnor-aq- ^-  in r loqr-r i  h inrr  r -h, :m nr hrr  r  r - . : r l  -ary LU wa-Ls roPEr Lrvf  . rY

ious djscourse to weary Lhe Reader;  especial ly s ince, unto you is al-
ready in parL proposed the pr incipal  Colour (v iz.  the Red) which is fou-
nd in Glass made of  ANTIMONY. The black Colour,  whrch ANTIMONY had
before Preparacion. is npw in a Spir i tual  manner r lown up Lhe Chimney;
because in such a Spir i tual  manner,  very much oI  fhe Vcnomous Substance
had lef t  i t  before,  through the Expuls ive force of  the Fire,  as by Cal-
c inat ion- Yet because in th is Preparat ion al l  the whoLe Veoom is nol :
Lrken away from the Glass of  ANTtMONY, but i r  st i l  I  rcrains very much
thereof;  I  am wi l l ing (now I  have begun )  fur ther to reveaf to you, which
way the Venom may whol ly be removed from Lhis Glass.  anci  another Separ-
at ion of  the Pure f rom the Impure, of  the Venom from the Medicine, be
inst i tuced; by which the Tongue of  the ORATOR wi l l  be ]oosed, and occas-
ion given to him of  largely expressing my Praises,  and publ ishing the
same, as wi th a great Sound, through al I  Parts or Lhis lnfer iour Orb;
which wi l l  be a necessary Consequence of  the Grat i tude of  my Disciples,
when they shal ]  see with their  Eyes, touch \ , .J i th their  Hands, and with
their  Understanding comprehend, thac I  to their  grear prof i t ,  have de-
clared to them the very Truth.  \ r i thout Decei t ,  and made them the Heirs
of  a memorable Testament.

Therefore the f i rst  Separat ion of  the SuLphur I rom irs Body, and the
Extract ion of  the Tincture f rom i ts Sa1t,  is  performed in th is manner.
Take pure Glass of  ANTIMONY, as I  taught you to make iL,  w- i thout the ad-
luncLion of  any other Thing, Grind i t  to subt l -e Powder* impalpable as
Ffower;
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*KIRKRINGIUS- What I  shal l  here advise is short ,  but  very prof i t -
ab1e. wi thout which what the Author appoints cannot be done, nor
by beat. ing or gr inding in a Mortar can you ever br ing the Body to
a requis i te f ineness, much less upon a Porphyry Stone can you
gr ind the same. Therefore f i rst  beat i t  . in a Mortar,  af terward
mix i t  wi th dist i l led Vinegar,  that  i t .  may have the Consistency
of a sof t  Pap-I ike matter,  and so gr ind i t  upon a porphyry SLone,
as Painters gr ind their  Colours,  and undoubtedly you wiI I  obtain
your desire.

Which Powder put into a Glass wi th a Plain f lat  bot tom, cal led a Cuc-
urbi t ,  and there pour upon i t  strong Vinegar weLl  rect i f ied;  then set
the Vessel  in a Digest ive Fire,  or  i f  i t  be Sumrner,  expose i t  to the
Sun. sLirr ing i t  twice or thr ice* a Day, and so long digest i t  in that
Lemperate heat,  as unt i l  the Vinegar contract  a yel low Colour incl in-
ing to Redness, l ike the Colour of  most c l ,ean and wel l  pur i f ied GoId.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Thou art  happy, i f  thou canst be wise by my Damm-
age, O Lover of  Art .  I  exact ly fo l lowed this short  Admonit ion.
st i r r ing the Cucurbi t  twice or thr ice a Day, but the t4atter was
always coagulated ] ike a Stone, and stuck so f i rmly to the bott-
om, as i t  couLd by no force be removed thence; but af terward, be-
rng more wary,  f rom Lhe very f i rsc I  begur)  ro sr i r  the Mat ler  wi th
a Wooden SPATULA f ive or s ix t imes a Day, or of tner;  you may imit-
ate the same, i f  you be wise. not only 'here,  but also in the Sup-
error Preparat ion of  ANTIMONY, and in every Extract ion of  Tinct-
ure f rom ANTIMONY.

' l 'hAn 
-^, , r  

nFF f  h i  s c l  oar and nrtre FvFr5^r-  ;^-  rF.- l  
-^ , .  -  ^n f  reSh Vine_

gar,  and repeat Lhe Operat ion.  as Iong as the Vinegar is t inged, and
untr l  no more Tincture can be extracted. Fi I ter  a l l  these Extract . ions
mixed rogether,  and put Lhem into a Glass Body, wirh i ts Head annexed,
and by B.M. dist i l l  of f  the Vinegar;  unt i l  in the Bottom remain a yel-
low Powder,  incl in ing to Redness. Upon this powder pour dist i l led Rain-
water of ten t imes, and as of ten dist i l l  i t  of f  again,  st i l l  pour ing on
fresh dist i l led Rain-v, /ater.  Repeat th is Iabour so )ong, as unr i l  che
Powder remain Sweet and* grateful .

*KTRKRINGIUS- Our most s incere Author here deceives you noL, but
conceals a certain manual Operat ion,  which i t  you aLtend Lo me
clear ly discover ing the same. the Work i t  sel f  wi I I  never fa i l
to Answer your desire.  l f  you have much T' incLure.  you musL have
A .rr6al-  arrnrrrhi t .  .  ic  r : r ! r -  . . : r l  <aruo F-^r  i f  r ,^ , ,  - - r -^rs>5 w! Lr _L, vL,  JUU Ld^ei
a 

^r6:+6r 
\ td--^ l  +tr-h ! ,^ , , r  r r | i  

^^+,,- -  -1dr,  i  .6c 1- ha \r i  h6^.r  mUStyuu! I  r -svur!  v_rrrcadl
necessar i  I  v ha\/c F . r rpAf ar Fi  ra f  . \  r - : ' rca i i  t -  

^  
>c-an/ l  hr /  " -^-^^-u,  v) ,  L sar\rr t

of the height i t  must unavoidably r ise,  or  i t  cannot be dist i t l -
ed;  and in sustaining so forc ib le a Fire,  there is great danger
of  Corrupt ing the Tincture i t  sel f .  Here also is required ano-
ther Caut ion;  vrz.  th is,  af ter  two thirds are distr l led of f ,  you
mllsf  .h:n. 'e wolrr  \Teqqel  ,end nrrr  Fh6 rem:ini^d M:Frav i^rn -  t^^^

i / :15.-  D^.-1, '  
- - . r  

f  h^1ce diSt i I l  of  f  the \ / in6cJFr-  r r .Fi  I  l -  h6 n^---LLtq vrrrsYor

ency acqujre the jusL thickness of  a PouIt is.  Also take heed, as
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BASILIUS seems to int imate,  that  you dist i l f  not  of f  the Vinegar
unto dryness, lest  the Tincture by Adust ion be whol ly corrupted.

Notwithstanding al l  This my own Precaut ion now given, I  could
h^r ah^^c6 F.rrr  1:hnrrr  r  whal  +^ 1 i  ++ l  

^  ^"--^-^ ^Fl-yEdr Lt ,  I IL! Ie pUrpOSe, OIten re-

peat ing th is Tincture wi th a vain endeavour,  whence I  was almost
as of ten weary of  CHYMISTRY through desperat ion;  for  my Tincture
was of  no ef f icacy in Medicine; because a meer CAPUT-MORTUUM on1y,
unsavoury and of  no value. Hence consider,  how I i t t le any Process
prof i ts,  whether set  down in Wri t ing,  or  received from a Fr iend
by word of  mouth.  unless you set to your hand, and pract ical l ,y
Iearn every part icular of  the Work €i t  to be observed in operaL-
ing.  AIso see. how l iberal ly I  deal  wi th you, in reveal ing Lhat,
the ignorance of  which hath put me co great t rouble and charges.
The manrral  a)r)eral- ior '  . 'L i -L i  : - : rp f^r  er in l r -nr : l .  i  n.r  th iSvt/Lr u Lfv ar ls\4utrr l  vrqLrrrY

Pap-l ike Matter remaining in the botLom, is Lhis. t ln. \n fh iq Maf-

ter  pour dist i l led Water,  and gent ly abstract  the same by BALNEO.
When you have repeated this a th i rd t ime, you wi l - l  f ind the water
to come off  sweet;  which t ime must be observed with very great
di l igence. For i f  you be deceived in that ,  your work is at  an end,
al l  your labour lost ,  and you shal l  get  nothing, but a CAPUT MO-
RTUUM. For as soon as twenty,  or  at  most th i r ty drops of  sweet
water come forth,  an Acid j . ty appears again and dist i l ls  for th,
which tne unwary judginq to be an Acidi ty of  the Vinegar former-
I  w :ddad nrnr-aod i  r  i  n. t  l -  ha I^rAf ar i - .1 / - . r rne f  or thr I  quucu 

'  
tJrueEsv ,  c^I ]sLLarr \J L e

sweet;  but  th is being the Acidi ty of  ANTIMONY, which ( the Vine-
gar being extracted) immediately fo l lows the Srreet Water,  that
persisLing to drst i l l  destroys rhe whole VirLue oI  the ANTIMONY,
and leaves nothinq remaining but an unsavoury CAPUT MORTUUNl .
Therefore be thou more wary,  and as soon as th is Sweet ln iater comes
forth,  cease to dist i l l ,  and cake out the Pap-I  j -ke Marter residing
i  

-  
r -ha El^.  F^m ih;  

- . . - !  -othcr Gl:qs _ ncrmi t  j1 gga u yuLLrrL9 LrraL 
'  

vLrr" f  L

dry at  the SOLAR-Heat;  or  e lse evaporate aI l  i ts  moisture wi th
most gent le Fire,  thaL i t  may remain a dr) '  Powder;  and when you
have avoided this danqer,  qo on.

This Powder gr ind upon a Marble
i  r  i  n :  Cl  >qq Rndrr .nd 

^^r l

WINE, so much as wi I I  stand above
i l -  i  n -r  n i . ' raqt  i  va ha.f  :c rhnrra

MONY, which wi l l  be high coloured
i t  wi I I  deposi t  a certain Ear lh,

^F 
/ / -  l  r - -  F i  F-f  m:/ la h^r.  ihan nrr i

r t  oL tne r)est  rectrrred 5P-LRl1 0r
i r -  j -hro6 Fin. 'arc rhinLnoqc'  l -hon cai

for  exlract ing the TINCTURE of ANTI-
and pleasant ly red Lo amazemenL; and

or Fpr-rr l  onr-w in f  hp bottom.t  4rr  err !

This EXTRACTION is sweet.  grateful ,  and so very ef  f  . icacious in MED-
TCINE, as no man, that  hath not exper ienced Lhe same, wi l  L give credi t
thereunto.  The FECES in the bottom retain the Venenosi ty,  but  the EX-
TRACTION Medicine onIy,  which Exper ience hdth taught ro ba a prof i table
REMEDY for men and Beasts.  For i f  three or four Grains of  th is Med-
ic ine be taken, i t  expefs the LEPROSIE and GALLICK LUES, pur i f ies the
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BLOOD, dr ives away MELANCHOLY, and resists aJ-1 Venom; and whosoever lab-
ours wi th SHORTNESS of BREATH, Di f f icul ty of  Breathing, or Pr ickings
of the Sides, he rnay be cured by the Use o. [  th is Medicine; which ef fecLs
many othelrronderf  uf  Things, i f  r ight ly administred, and in due t ime.*

*KIRKRINGIUS- These Medicaments,  which perform their  Operat ions,
not by sensible force, as CATHARTICKS, EMETICKS, DIAPHORETICKS,
and the I ike are wont to operate,  but  insensibly uni t ing their
own more pure universal  Spir i t  unto our Spir i ts,  amend Nature and
restore i t  to heal th,  are not to be used, unless where the Body
hath f i rst  been clensed from the impuri tes of  peccant HUMOURS,
otherwise you cast these PEARLS into a DunghiI l ,  where (overwhel-
med with Fi l ths) they cannot shine and manifest  their  Vir tues.
For al- though, by reason of  their  good Vir tues,  t .hey may be ca-
l led UNIVERSALS, yet  they are to be numbered with TOPICKS. before
which Generals are to be used, accordrng to the Opinion of  GALEN,
and aI l  Physic ians.

The TINCTURE here spoken of .  performs aI I  those Cures, which
BASILIUS ment ions,  i - f  the use of  i t  be cont inued for some t ime.
For where that Saying i -s of  force,  MEDICINES USED HELP, CONTIN-
UED HEAL, i t  must certainly be appl ied Lo those especial ly,  which
insensibly operate.

That YeI low Po\rder,  of  which ment i ,on is made above before i t  is  extr-
acted with Spir i t  o[  Wine, may be ground upon a hot SLone, and Lhen put
into Eggs* boi led hard,  in place of  the Yolk,  which rs to be taken out;
set  these Eggs in a moist  Place, or Cel lar ,  and the Powder wi I I  resolve
into a vel low Liouor.

' tKIRKRINGIUS - tndeed soft  Eggs, according to t i re Sayrngs, are
always wari ly and sotLIy to be handled; b. , r t  in chese hard Eggs
also,  I  have somewhat to advise you of ;  for  i f  af ter  you have ta*
ken out the Yolk,  you be not mindful  to break that PeII ic le,  which
div ides i t  f  rom the l , , lh i te,  you wi l l  wonder to see how your BALSOM
wil l  intrude i t  sel f  wi th in the White,  and deprrve you o[  a great
part  thereof.

This admirable LIQUOR heals aI l  green WOUNDS. i f  soon af ter  a Wound
is made, i t  be put therein wi th a sof t  Feather.  and the Wound welf  cov-
ered with Stypt ick,  or  other Preservat ive Plaister.  AI I  f resh wounds
inf l ic ted ei ther by Pr- ick or Cut,  are healed by th is Liquor,  v,r i thout
Putrefact ion,  Inf l lmmation, or any superf lu i  cy t : f  Fi I th;  so perfeccly;
as unto Hrm, who created Heaven and Earth,  and : i -n them rnsi ted such a
Medicine, due Thanks and Praise deservedly ought to be given. In aI I
o1d, mal ignant and corrosive Wounds, use this EXTRACTION or BALSOM of
ANTII \4ONY, and i t  wi I I  never fa i l  Thee in thy necessi ty.  And thou thy
sel f ,  af ter  me wi l t  wr i te an ENCOMIUM of i ts Praises and publ ish the
Vir tues Lhereof,  by which external ly appJ ied miserable Morrdls may be
made happy; Ior  the Wol - [  and* Cancer y ie ld to i t ;  Rortenness in the Bones.

42



mafignant Ulcers corroded and perforate wi th Worms f ly f rom i t ,  and i t
rpqj-nrpq t-n nr iqt- inF u^r ' l  i l i  - - .1 ^-^. , i . les Entertainment for  that  hr i thyr vw rv

i t  sef f ,  when_ i ts f ixedness shal l  be duly used inwardly,  and other Con-
r rani  ant  Morne drr l  \ r  >^^l  i  

^ / t  ^"+ ' . ' - - .1 
l  "r . ruurrJ uur) '  dptJrrEu \JuLwa!ury.

*KIRKRINGIUS- I f  Chirurgions would here give credi t  to our Auth-
or,  wi th how great Care would they prepare th is BALSOM for them-
selves,  and wi- th how great Frui t ,  and how frequentfy might they
use the same? For I  interposing my Judgement must say,  that  BAS-
ILIUS here comes far short .  in expressing i ts due Praises;  for
i t  performs more, than he declares of  i t .  One short  HISTORY, dr-
awn from the Cenrur ies of  my Medicinal  Observat ions,  wi I I  con-
f i rm the truth of  what I  have said.  A certain Woman, about for ty
years of  Age, for  seven years together suf fered great dolours in
her lef t  Breast,  which h, /ere accompanied with a Tumor and Hardness.
Those CHIRURGEONS and PHYSICIANS, whom she advised wj- th,  d id aI I
wi th one Consent judge her Disease to be a Cancer;  and she was
alqo i t tdoed io Iabour wi th a Canco- hrr  t -ho conc,,16 of  that  fam-
ous Pract i t ioner who at  ORSCOTUS (a Vi l lage about the Dukes-Wood)
very Iaudably and happiJ-y pract ised Chirurgy,  and draw to himseLf
a vast  number of  People;  for  af ter  he had. for  three Months to-
gether,  in vain endeavoured to heal  th is Drsease, he severely pro-
nounced her Breast was to be cut of f ,  or  the Disease could not be
ext i rpated. The WOMAN, resolv ing rather to suf fer  a l l  Dolours of
the Disease, then to sustain so cruef and inhumane a Remedy, came
to me. I ,  beholdrng her Breasr,  found i t  whol ly inf lamed, and
twice as big as the other,  and an abundance of  th in Humours f low-
ing to Lhe Wound. I  purposed to t ry aI I  L could do rather than
suffer th:-s miserabLe Woman to per ish,  and thrnking of  th is Bal-
som resolved Lo Lry,  whether That,  whrch in other Diseases had
ful f i l led the promises of  i ts  AUTHOR. would fa i l  me here.  There-
fore,  to the Diseased Woman wait ing my Answer,  t  said.  rn eight
days that t  would resolve her,  whether there was any hope of  Cure
or no, wi thout Cutr ing of f ;  and thereupon gave her th is Remedy Lo
anoint  her BreasL therewjth;  and which is very st . range, in Lhe
Space of  two Days the Matrer came to Ripeness, and a just  Consis-
tency. Therefore,  T then f  i  I  I  ed wi  th good hope ,  ad jo ined inward
and outward Remedies.  which seemed convenient for  the purpose,
and in Lwo MonLhs Space rhe Womans BreasL was perfect ly healed.
Upon this I ,  not  wi thout a pecui iar  Joy,  b lessed and praised the
Lord,  that  had conferred so great v i r tue on this BaIsom.

Al-so Glass of  ANTIMONY is by me two ways reduced to an Oi l ,  in dis-
l - i l lAf  inn lec tharz nr l  I  i r \  hrr  a lomhiaL

Take Glass of  ANTIMONY; as i t  is  made of  the MINERA of ANTIMONY, sub-
t i lv  nrr l  vr . r i  zor l  .  An. i  eXtract  i tS Tincture wi th diSt i l fed Vinaoar:  aFier-v LrrLYuL

ward abstract  the Vineqar thence, and edulcorate the remaining Powder.
Then pour on Spir i t  of  Wine, \ , r i th which extract  the Tincture,  and cir-
culate i t  in a Pel ican wel l  c losed, for  an lnt i re Month.  Af terward,
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dist i l l  i t  PER SE, r" / i thout any Addi t ion,  wi th a certain s ingular* dex-
ter i ty;  and you wi l l  thence receive a wonderful  grateful  and sweet l , led-
ic ine,  in the form of a Red OiI ,  of  which af  ter !"rard may be formed the
Stone of  Fire.

*KIRKRINGIUS- This is the work,  th is the Labour,  very few true
Sons of Art  (whom APOLLO loves )  could extract th is Tincture by
Alembick- There is need (as BASILIUS sai t -h )  or  a certain pecul-
iar  manual Operat ion.  This Tincture I  sought many years,  and at
Iength (GOD favour ing me) found the same- wi IL thou have me dis-
cover i t  to Thee by an AENIGMA? I  see thou desirest  I  should,
therefore take this Mystery,  thus.  ALCIATUS, paint ing a DOLPHIN
wreathed about an ANCHOR. wri t  these Words;:  l ' lAKE NOT TOO MUCH HAST.
Esteem of th is Admonit ion,  not only in al l .  your Li fe,  bu. t  a lso
in th is very matter,  as very prof i table Lo you; for  THE HASTY
BITCH (as the saying is)  BRINGS FORTH BLIND WHELPS. Therefore I
again and again admonish you, to cause wings to be prepared for
your l {at ter ,  by JUNO. BACCHUS and VULCAN; but,  as you Iove your
Li f  e,  permit  . r - t  not  suddenly to f  l ie,  rat i - rer  del iver i t  to MER-
CURY to be instructed by him gradualJ-y to accusLom rt  sel t  to f ly-
ing;  yea, bind i t  wi th a Cord,  lest  (as a Bird got out of  a Cage,
and past your Reach) i f  through Ignorance approach too near the
Sun, and with TCARUS, having i ts Feathers burnt ,  fa l l  headlong
into the Sea. But af ter  you have detained i t  for  i ts  due t ime,
Ioose i ts Bonds, that  i t  may f ly,  and come to those fortunate
ISLANDS, unto which al1 Sons of  Art  d i rect  their  Siqht,  and where-
unto al l  Adept ist  a im to arr ive,  as unLo their  desi ;ed and long
sought HARBOUR. Here, O Lover of  Art ,  you should not be of fended,
or angry wi th me, as i t  I  deluded you (desirous of  the Knowledge
of th is Secret  )  by a TANTALICK AppLe shown. what should I  do?

- : - ' -  \ / r ' r  r  :drr i  r -a l , r lnrr  I  d ygg have me CaSL PEARLSf5 \ -cr  >e Yrv< Ivu
before SWINE? And unto al l  men expose the Mystery,  which the
Ancients kept so hol i ly ,  and mighL nor revea.I  - iL,  unless to the
vJorthy Sons of  Art  only? Thou thy sel f  wouldest bewai l  nothing
more, and wouldest even execrate me, for  doing so. They, who
understand me, understand Art ;  and unto suc,h as are CHYMISTS.
have I  opened the way, which i f  they diLiqent ly t ravel  in,  rhey
may arr  j -ve,  where they des j - re to be. No man did ever so cJ-ear ly
reveal  f  h i  s to me, h, ,+ h, ,  16i- l  i  ^^ Fh^ r . r r i  I  i  n.rq 11f AIITHnRq .  Stren_r r r r r l jJ

uously labour ing,  and trust ing in GOD without fa int ing or desp-
erat ion (which is a most ef f icacious kind of  Prayer)  I  at  Iength
attained Lo what T have. Do thou scudy, and be di l igent,  that
thou mayest comprehend; for  he. who, knows how to render Tinct-
ures voIat i Ie,  is  a l ready admit ted into the very Penetral-e and
Conclave of  the Chymical  Art ;  because of  aI I  other Myster ies the
Method is the same. Peruse the Fables.  search into the Riddles.
and consider the Parables of  a l l  wise men, they al l  tend hl ther,
and aI l  say the same. Compare the Parables o[  others,  wirh th is
my AENIGI"IA, and this wi th them, that  you may understand how much
Light I  have added in al l ,  and how Easie I  have made the way to
those serene TemDles of  Wisdom.
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This Oi1 i .s the QUINTESSENCE. and the highest,  that  can be wri t ten of
ANTIMONY; as you may f ind in my former Wri t ings.  wherein f  have made a
short  Declarat ion of  ANTIMONY, and in which I  shewed also,  that  there
are four INSTRUMENTS required for iLs PREPARATTON, and the f i f th is that ,
in which VULCAN hath f ixed his Residence. Understand thus: four PRE-
PARATIONS must be made before i t  can be perfected; and the f i f th is the
Ut i l i ty ,  and ef fect  of  the Work in the Body of  man. The f i rst  Labour
is CALaINATION and LIQUEFACTION into c lass.  The second is DIGESTION,
by which EXTRACTION is performed. The third j -s COAGULATION. The fou-
r th is DISTILLATION into Oi1,  and af ter  that  Separat ion fo l lows FIXAT-
ION, by the ul t imate COAGULATION, through which the Matter is deduced
Eo a per lucid FTERY STONE; which thac ic may operate upon Metals,  must
be fermented, for  6gtt i r ing i ts penetracive Propercy;  but not so much.
as that Anci .ent  Stone of  Phj- losophers,  because i t  is  not  Universal ,  but
only t ingeth part icular ly.  Touching which, about the End of  th is Book,
more shal f  be spoken when we treat of  the Stone of  Fire.

This dj ,st i lLed OiI i  of  whrch we have now spoken, ef fects al l  th ings
that are necessary to be known by a PHYSICIAN, and which he hath need
of ,  in his CURES.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Had I  not  known BASILIUS, I  should have thought him
in rh ic nl ,er-a l - . \  har '  ^- i r ror  nr  \ / rn:Fnnzl  M^^i^--

---  . /g (rcct  J-  L t I | |g c l  ucLg! voyd^J\r l lv  I ' reu I  Ud5-

ter  wrth you; but the Matter i t  sel f  unto me, so of ten speaks for
him, as I  re l ig iously scrupJ-e even in the least  to doubt his Pro-
mises. For whatsoever I  have exper ienced (but there are very few
Processes contained in th is Book, which I  have not t r ied;  for  He.
from the very f i rst ,  was my TEACHER, FRIEND and Patron) I  have
found so very ef f icacious beyond the AUTHOR'S Promises, that  i t
qeFmq j .^  mo. he h^th haen snar ino in daclar i  no rhr-  vt  rT-neq Of hiSl t . l  r | | \J

MEDICAMENTS, least  in prais ing thcm, he should be thought too
much to commend himsel f .  Yet I  shal l  not  here in his stead, un-
dertake to comment much on their  laudable Vir tues.  Let him who
bel ieves not,  make tr ia l  ,  thaL he may kn,:w. l . lhosoever shal  )  by
his own incrudul i ty be deterred l rom exp,rr iencing Lhe Truth hereof,

- ;hmenl-  enorroh f  or  h i  c al f  f  r :nr-a h\ /  t .  ha I^Iant OfPult>rrr"Lrr l  
'  

I .JY Ll 'E w(

the f ru i t  of  the same. For th is OiI ,  i f  r ight ly used in i ts t ime,
Lhat is,  the Body being f i rst  purged from gross and Crude Humours,
and opnc.a I  v lodir- i  naq rrqpd {as vorr  mav remembef I  d id before ad-
monish) th is Oi l  is  an Universal  Medicine, for  heal ing aI l  Dis-
eases Curable.  For CHYMISTS are not so mad, or concei ted,  by
reason of  the Goodness and Vir tue of  their  Medicaments,  as not
to judge some Diseases to be unsanable.  who can restore any of
the Pr incipal  Members absumed by putr idness? Yet I  would not have
al I  Diseases judged unsanable,  by these our Chemical  Remedies,
whlch are every where vulgar)y condemned as such. As for Example,
how often have I  restored the CHRSTALLINE HUMOUR taken away; which
who judgeth not impossible to be reduced? But,  of  these and the
I ike,  another place wi l l  be more f i t  to wr j - te.  OnIy of  th is
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Medicament I  say,  that  i t  heals FEAVERS of many kj .nd;  yea, even
the QUARTAN i t  sel f  ( that  ancient REPROACH of PHYSICIANS ) and in
Chronical  Distempers manifests wonderful  Ef fects.  Here among
many of  my Observat ions I  wi I I  g ive you one only Exper iment.  In
the Year 1665 A young Maid,  aged twenty one Years,  swolfen to an
enormous Grossness with the Dropsie.  For I  gave her no other
i -h i  n.r  r -h6r l  th i  Ma' ]  i ,^^manF -h I  d: i l r rL"r"Y 

'  
vu!  I '  , ,Lu vol  ,  r \ )  wrr- l . l - r r  r  uqlr ]

added a Cl ister;  and in twenty days she had sweat so much, as her
Body was lessened hal- f  an EII .  wi th in t .he Space of  twenty Days,
as I  said,  she al-so voided of  Ur ine (provoked by the same Medica-
ment)  not  a l i t t1e,  but her Sweat was wonderful- .

Note !  I '4y FRIEND, and LOVER of ART, tha. t  th is oi l  ,  whether you
prepare iE your sef f ,  or  receive i t  f rom another prepared by him,
doth not imitate other Diaphoret  icks in operat ing,  which being
used, wi l l -  in their  f i rst  Dose provoke Sweats.  For i f  th is be
given to a pat ient  whose Body is obstructed with Humours,  the
f i rst  Dose acts nothing, but gent ly opens the Passagesr that  Swe-
ars may be procured; the next day i t  causeth a gent le and kindly
breathing of  SlreaLs only;  the th i rd Day iL Sweats moderately,  but
the fourth Day, and thence forward, i t  causeth such an abundance
ot Sweat,  as Lhe WaLers proceeding thence run Lhrough the Bed upon
Lhe Floor.  Here is need of  a True Physic ian;  HERCULES'CLUB wiI I
pro[ ] t  I iLLle.  i f  noL in the hand ol  HERCULES himsel  i .

The Dose of  i t  before Coagulatr-on is erght Grains taken in ln l rne.  I t
makes a man very young again,  del ivers him from aII  Melancholy.  and
whatsoever in the Body of  man grows and increaseth.  as the Hairs and
Nai ls,  fa l ls  of f ,  and the whole man rs renewed as a PHOENIX (r f  such a
feigned Bird,  whrch is only here for  Example sake named by me, can any
where be found upon the Earth) is renewed b1 Fi . re.  And lh is Medicine
can no more be burned by the Fire,  than the Feathers of  that  unknown
SALAMANDER; for  i t  consumes al l  Symptoms rn the Body, I ike consumi ng
Fire,  to which i t  is  deservedly I ikened; i t  dr ives away every Evi I ,  and
expels aI l  That,  which AURUM POTABILE is capabLe to expel .  The *ASTRUM

of SOL only excels every Medicine ol  the Wor]d when r ight ly prepared to
perfect  Fixat ion;  for  the ASTRUM of SOL, and the ASTRUM of MERCURY ar ise
almost I rom the very same B]ood of  their  Mother,  and from one Original
of  v iv i f ick San.r- ty.

TKIRKRINGTUS- Let no man here prodigal ly or rashJy wasLe hLS own
GoId, now he hears the ASTRUM of SOL, nor expose himsel f  to so
great Hazard,  as to enter a per i lLous Combat wi th vufgar mercury.
In the Chymical  World another SoL shines, and another MERCURY
AttCNdS ON JUPITER. YEt thE CHYMICAL SOL, Or MERCURY hCTC, iS NOI
Gold,  but  more excef lenr than al I  Coldi  yea, more potent than ev-
ery MERCURY, al though fabuLous, and feiqned to be capable to re-
store the Dead to Li fe:  I t  is  the GoId,  and Argent-v ive of  Phi lo-
sophers,  whrch BASILIUS here hints at .  But we have treated, and
must t reat  of  ANTIMONY only.
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Now, no man hath cause to fear,  that  th is Oi1 of  ANTIMONY Extracted
f i rst  wi th dist j -1 led Vinegar,  and af terward with most pure and subt le
Spir i t  of  Wine, and then further,  exal ted (as highly as possible) by
VULCAN, wi l l  not  any wise purge, or exci te f requent Stools,  or  make any
Alterat ions;  for  i t  ef fects nothing of  a l l  th is.  but  by Sweat,  Ur ine,
and Spi t t le,  expels the very Root of  the Disease to amazement,  and re-
stores whatsoever is corrupted by any Symptom.

But Common Glass of  ANTIMONY, being ground to Powder,  put  into a l i t -
t le wine, (v iz.  s ix Grains or more of  the c lass,  according to the str-
ength of  Nature) and that mixture set  in heat for  one Night,  and in the
Morning the Wine* poured of f  c lear f rom the remaining Powder,  and so
drunk by the Pat ient ,  purgeth downward exci t ing several  Stools,  and of-
tent imes also provokes Vomit ing,  by reason of  the Mercur ia l  immature
Property. ,  which is yet  inherent in the Glass,  as every intel l igenL Phy-
sic ian wi I l  easi ly judge, and indeed he ought fur ther ro Examine how
this Glass,  when he would purge with i t .  ought Lo be proved, and admin-
i ,stred in a due Dose.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Thi-s is a Comnon VOMITORY or EMETICK WINE, weII  kn-
own, which aI l  wander ing EMPIRICKS now use in al1 Places, some-
trmes with a prosperous, somerimes the Contrary,  a lways ambigu-
. \ r< qn.- . -Fqq 

-  r^rhir-h nrnnoo;c n:r f  1\ /  Frnm rho phrrc ia i rn r .^ ^- ' f  
1, '

PrveuLuJ [ /ur  L,  J r  r , )  Jref  o" 
'  

q ' .u Por L r  y

f rom the Medicine. This ia a Th. ing to be bewai led;  for  as hrs-
tor ies relate,  that  GEORGE CASTRIOT King of  the EPIROTS, when the
Emperiour of  the Turks had of ten asked hrm, how hrs Sword, which
he had sent,  when Peace was made. according to his agreement wj- th
the Turk,  couLd perpetrate such wonders as he spake of ,  saying he
saw not any thing s ingular in j t ,  made tnis Ans!, ;er :  I  d id indeed
send the Sword of  SCANDERBEG but not Scanderbeg's Arm, wi th which
that Sword was managed, so as to perforn so great Miracfes:  So,
very many Chymical  Medicines, are ei ther dead, or (which rs more
to be deplored) of tent imes the Causes oi  Dearh,  when not managed
by the hand of  a ski l l fu l  Doctor.  Whicn Unhappy Success ot  rh is
Medicine is caused from the Mercur ia l  Propertres,  wi th whrch i t
is  too much impregnated (as BASILIUS welf  notes in th is PIaceJ
and whrch I  am wont to correct  in thrs manner-

Take Glass of  ANTIMONY, most pure,  4 Ounces. VENETIAN BORAX
l$, melt  them together.  This being arLi t rc ia l ly  done, you wrI I

have a Green Glass t ransparent as an EMERALD- Grtnd this to a
SubtIe Powder,  upon which pour French-Wine, and permit  the mtx-
ture to stand for severaf  days in a Moderate Heat- .

Of th is Wine give to the Sick,  f rom 1 Ounce to 2 Ounces, accord-
ing to the Age, Habi t  of  Body, SLrength and other Things wither
NaturaI ,  or  not Natural ,  which the Prudence of  the Physic ian (when
he si ts as Judge, whecher the Li fe of  anv One is I ikely to be
cont inued or not)  ought always wel l  consider.  That th is EMETICK
WINE may be given Lo Lhe Sick wi thout perr  l ,  Exper ience the mosL
certaan Mistress of  PHYSICIANS hath tauql : I t  me, and Vet more than



th is;  for  r rhen the Wine poured in the powder shal- I  be al l  exhaus-
ted, i f  you pour on more French Wine, that  wi I I  a lso be imbibed
with the same Vir tues.  For here ANTIMONY discovers in i t  sef f
to be somewhat,  that  is  of  a lL wonderful  Things the most admir-
able;  because i t  contains in i t  sel f  inexhaust ib le Treasures.  and
-1+L^,.-Lqr L ' ,Juy'  yvu rdk€ from i t ,  yet  you diminj-sh not the Vir tues there-
of-  A l ike stupendious Miracle also is in extract ing the Vinegar
of  the same, and in other Works f i t  to be kept under the Seal-  of
HARPOCRATES.

Iv lany men are required for the Searching out the potrers and Vir tues of
th is Subject .  For I  a lone, by reason of  the shortness of  my Time, could
not dive into and search out aI I  th ings,  do thou thy sel f  set  about the
Work,  and af ter  me, yea with me, thou wi l t  praise me and I  thee; i f  you
f ind out any more; I  praise you by these my Wri t_ ings, and shal l  commend
\ '^ , r  

^ ,1r  ^€ 
fh6 c6^, , l ,cher to which I  am.lesi inAFed- elr-hnrrnl  in Rodv ihorrLlrrruYrr

art  to me unknown, nor ever had I  any discourse wiLh thee, because per-
haps not yet  born.

Conunon Glass of  ANTIMONY is also by ADdit ion dist iL led into a laud-
able and qalnfarv. \ i r  'k i^L --"  ! -^ ' -^n r . ' i IF^, , f  ^^- ' I  

. r rh rror\ /  . r rar t -)  ur ! ,  wrrr ,L l l  l  dy 9y u: ,su wrLt l ( ruL pct-L-L/  w!_. .
prof i t  in the EPILEPSIE; as here fo l lowinq I  shal l  teach-

Grind the Giass o[  ANTIMONY to as subLLe a powder as possrbly you can,
then ol l t  i t  in l .o a Cr--^ f la l -  Fl^ i  t  

^m 
:nA na,u urcrss-vcsset wlLrt  d -  y_Jf  UpOn Lne

Powder the JUICE of UNRIPE GRAPES, then having wel l  Iured Lhe Vessel
digest i t  for  certain Days. This being done abstract  aI l  the Juice;
af terward, gr ind i t  wel l  moistened with Spir i t  of  v inegar,  and a dou-
l . \ l -  I . ra i^hr-  

^.  ^ l  - - :Fiod 
Crrnrr  .nhan h-, , i^^ , . ,*  ; .ulc ! , !e19f lL ot  ctdrrr___ __r_,  ,  . ,dv. l -ng puL lL rnto a Retort ,  rn

the Name of the Most High begin to dist i l l ,  and at  last  admrnrsrer a
vehemen! Fire,  and you wiI I  acquire a mosr Red OL-I ;  which must be clar-
r f ied unto Transparency wj- thr  Spir  j - t  of  Wine.

*KIRKRINGIUS- When the AUTHOR sai th,  i t  must be clar i f ted wi th
Spir i t  of  wine unto Transparency; the Admonit ion is short  indeed,
but of  great weight.  For he wi l ls ,  that  th is Or-I  should be dr i -

.  ven over by Afembick;  the s igni f icat ion and manuaL ODeraf ion of
which. I  have alreadv above tauqhr.

The Use of  th is,  g iven rn a smal l  euant i ty,  is  found to be most pro-
f i table.  wi th th is Oi l  Spir i t  of  Sal t  may be jo ined, and the Mixture
poured upon a subt le prepared CaIx of  of  Gold,  (which how rt  should be
made I  have already taught in other of  my Wri t ings) which hath before,
together wi th i ts Water,  passed by Alembeck. I f  th is be done, tht-s
MENSTRUUI"I  takes to i ts sel f  the Tincture* of  cold onIv,  and leaves the
Body untouched.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Do you think,  O Lover of  CJ:rymistryr  you understand
what you read? You cannot understand, unless ei ther div inely
PHILIP,oT humanely OEDIPUST appear to you, and clearLy teach you
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the way of  prepar ing This Tincture.  The di f f icul ty of  the AENIGMA
consists in th is;  v i -2.  that  aI l  Menstruuns, wi th which Tinctures
are extracted. must necessar i ly  be void of  Colour;  otherwi se how
can you know whether you obtain the Tincture you would extract ,
or  only retract  the same you poured on? I  wi f l  not  detain you
with a tedious Discourse ful l  of  ambigui t ies,  but  lead you as i t
were by the hand, shewing you how I  inst i . tuted thj -s Process an
the Year 1665. I f  you thence, by your alLent ion,  and comparing
the precedent wi th the present,  and these v ' / i th those that fo l low,
reap any prof i t ,  open the Bosom of your Fleart ,  thaL no part  of
th is may fal l ,  to.  the Earth.

I  Look tha L Red oi  I ,  thus far  prepared as - is already shewed,
and .pr-r i f  icd i j -  hv Retor j - :  and then ac- ' r -  '  of  an(u ut ,  . . -  -91'rrqq|  

-^qfc t ln.)n th is t  notrred hal f  so much SPIRITYloLelur uvvrr  L, , !J r  y

of SALT; Lhe Mixture I  d igested in a Phial  for  a [uI I  MonLh. Lhat
these two Spir i ts might be wel l  conjoined; af terward, for  the
beLLer conjunct ion of  them. I  d ist i l led t .hem thr ice by Retort .
' l "hFn T nnrrrod l -hom rrnan fho r- : l  w oF Cold t fha Mefhnd nf  nrr-  r '  ipar-
ing which you wiI I  t ind in other Wri t ings of  BAS]LIUS) and set th-
em Logether in Digest ion for  a Month,  whrch being elapsed, Lhe
MINSTRUUM was t inged with a deep YeIIow Colour incl in ing to red-
ness- T Ie isurely poured of f  the Tincture,  and having put i t
into a Retort ,  wi th gent- Ie Fire abstracccd the HumidiLy,  th. l t  a
red Powder might rema. in in the Bottom. This Powder I  edu. lcorated
with drst i l led Water,  and again extracted the Tincture wi th Spi-
r i t  of  Wrne; Then I  rendered this DRAGON volat i le,  and gave him
his own Tai l  to be devoured for s ix whole Months,  and obtained a
Ti-r--r  r , -  m^qf nlp:qAnl-  an. l  . ' r r iofrr1- -on or twclVe Grains of  whi-

ch grven to the Srck,  provoke Sweat.  comfort  the Natural  Powers,
and (not to amuse the Intel l igent wi th words) in al l  Diseases both
of Humane and other Bodies,  i t  is  an Universal  Medicrne.

Since r- t  hath happened to me here to make ment ion of  the most
excel lent  of  a l l  T inctures,  I  wi f l  once t .each the Chymist  what
wi l l  be of  use to him for the future.  That is to say,  i t  is  of
great concern to know, wi th what MENSTRUUM every Tinctr : re should
be extracted. For i t  is  not  suf f ic ient  (according to the erroneous
opinion of  man) that  MENSTRUUMS be sweet and void of  Corrosron;
buc i r  is  a lso behoovful ,  that  there be in Lhem a pecul iar  Am-Lty
and Conveniency with the MERCURY of the Body, on $rhich they are
nnr,rod fhrf  Fr. \m r .hc qAmc fhcv mav extract  i ts  t rue and Srncere
Sulphur.  By Example,  I  shal l  teach )ou somewhat more clear ly.
Dist i l led Water extracts the Tincture f rom Sulphur,  made of  the
Glass of  ANT rMONY by dist i l led Vinegar.  But i t  in th is OperaL-
i  on vol  nr . rqw;dc vorrr  qel  f  vorr  have sanarated the Pure f  rom the
Impure. you wi l l  be deceived; for  th is water imbibes a certain
SaIt ,  which infects Lhe Tincture;  buc Spir i t  oI  Wine rect i f ied is
i fs nroner MENqTRtl l lM'  hecarrso Thaf onlv aSSumeS the volat i le Sul-
Dhur thereof,  and hath no Commerce with the Sal t .
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The same happens in Tincture of  Corals,  which is extracted with
cnir i t -  nF wino r l ic t i l lar l  , rnan nr.an.ro pi l lq-  fnr  horo rrnrr  n l - r l -  :  i  n

J 
ve vveq!rr

not the s incere Tincture of  Corals;  because, by th is I1ENSTRUUM,
fha nl t ra Sl l lnhl t r  js  not qanarafad trnm the Rndv nf  rhe COraIS,uqryrrq!

The l ike Error to be commit ted in many ofher Things. t  have ob-
served by Exper iencer which should be esteemed the best MisLress,
unless we take i t  for  granted that chargable and . [ ru i t less Pro-
cesses are necessar i ly  required in th is Art .  But That I  may con-
clude with the Tincture,  whence al l  th is Discourse hath proceed-
ed: I  would have no man to th ink th is to be the AURUM POTABILE of
Phi losoohars:  for  th is would be a varv oraat Error in phi l^q/- \nhw.

and give occasion Lo Sophisters (as thei . r  manner is)  to prefer
their  Sophisms before the Truth i t  seI f .  Al though this Tincture
is most precious, and a Tincture of  Gold.  yet  i t  hath only assu-
med the Cofour of  GoId;  but the weight thereof,  which is proper
to AURUM POTABILE, adheres not thereunto.

' l 'arrrhi  h. '  r -  ha nnr-  :h i  1o Mpdi ni  no hcre i  q n.r l -  n l : . -a . \ f  -^^-r . i  -^rrY LrrL vvLuu I  v!  s lJsaN l . l rY /

unl-ess I  would t ransgress the l - imi ts,  which I  have at  th is t ime
prescr ibed my sel f ,  oI  Comment ing upon the TRIUMPHANT CHARIOT ot
ANTIMONY, which our BASIL VALENTINE hath made for i t  so t ru ly is
magniI icenL. OLherwrse, I  should dec]are.  how So] mighL be l ) re-
pared by VENUS and Vulcan, so as in the spdce of  two hours Lo re-
sofve i tsel f  into MERCURY uni ted with BACCHUS, leaving very few
feces; whrch MERCURIAL MENSTRUUM may again be separated from the
resolved Gold;  and so you mighL acquir i  , l  most grateful  L iquor
very ponderous; which can never af terward be reduced to i ts for-
mer Consistence. This very Operat ion I  have shewed to some Cur-
ious Lovers of  CHYMISTRY. But of  these elsewhere another occas-
ion of  wrr t inq wr l l  be qrven.

When the Fermentat ion is made, I  shal l  har. 'e need of  a vast  Quantr ty
of  Paper to declare al I  the ARCANUM'S of  Nac-. : re,  which by th is Med:crne
- -^ -rr : -^+ -r  r^- . -^^-r  rhA nnininn nF: l l  men T.tr . lc  rh is sO mJCh theueyu"u L,rq ut /a i r le L ur Yc

1- l \ ,  1-^ tho phrrc ic i :n ihr t  ho idar f  h. \ca l -h i  n. tc wh-
' rerLrt

i .h I  nr . rn. \ca .phi  l . \c- '  L Limqel f  ln Ia l r . r r r r .  nerform thiS!ur ,  r  vrvvu .rruPrrrLdrIy

Preparat ion of  ANTIMONY, and deduce i t  to Use; then, he himsel f  wi l l
dayty f ind more Praise,  and Iearn f rom i t  more Operat ions than any of
l -ha 

^t-har 
Dh"< i -  i  , rs .orr ' l  d have nr,=scr i  bed him.

When you shaLl  have brought ANTTMONY so far,  and due]y pcrfected your
Work,  in which you are ro act  prudent ly,  and the matter is to be large-
ly and protoundly weighed, that  by Labour you may acquire Exper ience;
fhan mAw wnn l r / - \aql-  L-- .  -  ^L-r- i  ^a. l  tha Mrf l ic l -Frv t , rh ich iS knownL'rLrr  LUl |  luu rvuJL srrdL yuu noYr-Ls'  y 

'  
w,

or communicated to few. This Magistery mixed with a Solut ion of  Tan-
cture of  Corals.  and exhibi ted wi th Cordial  water ef fects Wonders in
nr ----^ n he r- ' r rod h nrrr i  Fvi  no ih. '  Bl1-1of i  And wha1sgeverr r  [Ju! ! !1,  ! r rY

ni ei -amnor ic nf  f  ororr  i^  , . ra;^h +hF plnnd ic 
^^rrrrnt-  

a, , l  hrr  :nrr  .ar--y lJu 
'  

-L LUr r  uPLsu !y o|y qL-

nidonl-  ih ic M:^act-orrr  nar '1 c i t  owhi l r r : l -ac t laa Horr l -r royLJLL. )  r .Lo l / ! \ -Jt l l ( . /Lei> Llrd5-

ci ty and Honesty,  and renders man apt and f i t  for  every Lhinq he takes
an hand.
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For al l  these Benef i ts to the CREATOR and CONSERVER of al l  Things,
thanks is always to be given from the bottom of our Heart ;because he
hath wi th so'great Compassion respected his CRI]ATURES, Inf i rm both in
Body and Mind, and suppl ied us wi th Means, by which the Diseases of  e i -
+l- ,^,  hr , ,  l -^  L^- l^ .1 

-- ,1 
, . ,^  i^  

^r ,^r , ,  -^^oc<i  
t - \ /  /aF\f  . i  n cnl :nn --- i -+-^^^Lrrc!  r lcry r , rs r lscrrcu r  c l r lLr  ws - f  l r  EvE!y rL_I \ rvLurrr

and perfect  HeIp.

Now my Intent ion is to proceed, and speak somewhat of  the ARCANUM of
ANTIMONY, but wiLh very great Brevi ty.

Take of  ANTIMONY most subtely pulver ized 1 P.rr t ,  of  SAL-ARMONIACK*,
so caf led,  which is brought f rom ARMENIA,

iKIRKRINGIUS- Of ANTIMONY and SAL-ARMONIACK equal  parts are to
be taken, which BASILIUS seems to intend, but I  know not how he
forgot to ment ion i t -

a lso nt t lver ized: mix rheqe- 
^nd 

nrr l - j -  ino them into a Retort  d iSt i I I  Lhem
toqether ,  *

*KIRKRINGIUS- That wi th one and the same labour,  the SAL-ARMONI-
ACK together wi th the ANTIMONY, may be dist i l led and subl imed,
such an Instrument as th is I  here shew you, descr ib inc al l  i ts
Parts,  mav be made.

(  Note-This Instrument is i l lustrated on paqe 52- D. H.)

and upon that which comes forth rn the Disr i l latron pour common disLi l -
]ed Rain-water,  but  let  i r  f i rst  be made hoL, and so by edulcorat ing re-
move aIL the Sal t ,  rhat  no Acr imony may remain, .  and the ANTTMONY wi l l
appear I ike pure,  whi te shining Feathers.  Dry rhem with subcle HeaL,
and having put them in a Glass c i rculatory or Pel ican, pour on them good
and perfect ty rect i f ied SPIRIT of  VITRIOL. and Circulate the l " l ix ture
t i l l  both be wel l  conjoined* and uni ted,  then dist i l l  the whole,  and
pour on SPTRIT of  WINE, c i rculate again;  then J.et  separaLion be made,
and remove t .he FECES set l ing to the Bottom, butr  keep the ARCANUM which
remains m. ixt  r , r i th the SPIRIT of  WINE and VITRIOL.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Thj ,s UNION must be so f  i rm,,  as in dist i l l ing one
may not be separated from the other;  otherwise you wi l l  lose your
Labour and Cost.  Of how great moment th j -s UNION in in CHYMIST-
ERY, they best know. who only by confouncl ing two things together,
th ink they shaII  e- [ f  ect  wonders;  but  af  t€]rwards ( their  Exper ience
fai l ing them) they learn how great dj- f  fer :ence there is between
UNION and CONFUSION; for  Things confoundeld receive no Vlr tue'
that  was not in them before;  but  by UNION, I  know not vthat SPIRIT
is i .ngested, which performs such things as the Mind of  man could
ne\/ar nor.ai  \ /F f r r  h,erre thoir  hoi  n.r  fhanCe. Hence considef in

the Generat ion of  Animals (who would bel i -eve i t ! )  how from the
Union of  Elements is generated Sight,  Tas;te,  Touching. and so
many Powers of  Animals,  which are insi ted in none of  the Elements,
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KIRKRINGTUS- A. is the Furnace, B. the Retort .  C. che Recipient.
n r-  h^ \^^r+, , r^ , . ' i  f  h a pi  no nF 

^ 
M.\dar: t - ,3 pi  r rnoqq nn urh i  n lu. Lrre Aperrure wrc.r-  _ . , .1 may

be set the Alembick E. The other Furnace is F.  which containing
a moderate Fire.  subl imes what IaI Is rnto the receiv ing VesseI up
into the Alembick E. And so the Matter which is dist i f led f rom
+h6 o^{-^r i  D h, ,  +he Fire Of the FUrnar-p F ic nraqFn-lr r  5t ] [_

l imed; which may not onfy be useful  in th is case. but also in ev-
ery Subl imat ion of  other Matters.
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and yet ar ise f rorn them uni ted.  Whensoever i t  happens, that  any
Trncture seems to have uni ted i t  sel f  l r i th i ts MENSTRUUM, and af-
ter$rard may be separated therefrom, LhaL rherefore is because Mat-
r imony is not legi t imately Celebrated, nor the Union in a due ma-
nner perfect ;  which you shal l  more than ol ' tce see to happen in the
Trncture of  SOL and ANTIMONY.

The INSTRUMENT, by which I  conjoin my T. inctures,  and am rront to
copulate them in an undissolv ib le CopuIat ion,  you shal l  f ind des-
cr ibed hereafter in th is very Book. That in SPIRIT of  tdINE is
to be noted, which happens not in other Menstruums; because i t  is
mosc easi ly uni ted to Things, and again w. i th a St ighL art i f ice
sepa ra Led from the same.

Now when you again rect i f ie th is ARCANUM, one drop of  i t  exhibi ted
wj- th Rose \dater,  is  more avai lable than a Pot f  r : l t  of  the Decoct ion of
Herbs; for  iL causeth a good Appet i te,  corrects the Stomach, and con-
cocts aI I  mal ignrLy jn i r ,  dr ives away Sadness and MelanchoLy, makes
good Blood and a good Digest ion;  in the Suffocat ion of  the Matr ix and
Chol ick Passion (both which i - t  wonderful ly appeaseth) i t  is  instead of
a Treasure of  inest imable pr ice and deserves Commendarion, not easi ly
express i  b l  e bv t {ords .

After the ARCANUM of ANTIMONY next in order fo l lows the ELIXIR* of
{-  ha crh6 r . ,h i  ^h , .^ , ,  m^v nranAre r  n -h iq tnannel  .

{KJRKRTNCIUS- This Process as i t  is  easy to perform, so i t  may
by us be easi ly passed over,  lest  we should seem to take Pen in
hand, rather f rom an i tching desire of  Wri t rng,  then for . i I lum-
inat ing Things obscure.

Take, an the name of the Lord,  good MINERA of ANTIMONY, gr ind i t  sub-
t le ly,  and subl ime i t  wi th hal I  so much SAL-ARM(JNIACK. Wharsoever sh-
aI l  be subl imed put into a GIass Retort .  and thr ice dist i l l  _ i t ,  separ-
atrng the FECES every t ime. Afterward remove from i t  the SAL-ARMONI-
ACK by edulcorat ion,  and reverberate the Matter of  ANTIMONY in a Vessel
wel l  c losed, wi th moderate Fire (not forc ing too much) unt i l  i t  become
Iike the Earth o[  CINNABAR. This being done, pour on i t  strong dist i ] -
led Wine Vinegar,  and extract  i ts  Redness; af ter :ward abstract  the Vine-
gar,  unt i l  a Powder remain.  This Abstract ion must be made in BALNEO.
Then, extract  th is Powder wj . th Spir i t  of  Wine, that  the FECES may be
separated and you wiI I  have a pure and clear ExtracLion. Having f in-
ished this Operat ion.  put th is Spir i t  of  Wine t()gether wi th the ExLr-
act l -on l -nto a cucuRBIT, and add thereto a l - i t t le of  the Tincture of
Corals,  and of  the Quintessence of  Rubarb,  and then administer the Dose
of three or f  our Gra.rns -

Tt cr l tsAf h l rpnr la qF.) .  lq-  end nrrroef h r . ' i+h^, , r  r ' - i^ i -^-  ^F tho Ral l r r .
YgL| 'wrLrtL!Ll !1,

and i -ndeed i , f  you have proceeded weII  in prepar ing,  i t  renders the Bf-
ood agi l ,  and - is a Medicine apt for  those who desire Gent]e Purgat ions
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Here perhaps some PHYSICIAN may wonder,  how ' t is  possible,  that  th is
Medicine should cause moderate and easie Purgat ions,  when as ANTIMONY
is a MatLer vehement and forcible,  and Lo i t  is  jo ined Rubarb, which
of i t  sel f  a lso hath a Purging Property.  But let  h im cease his admir-
at ion,  and know that rhe venomous purging power of  ANTIMONY is by Chis
prpn:rAt inn qa mnrl-  i f iod :q i l -  r . :n -annrohcnd nr awnol nnthinrr .  hrr t  rcr rvuur lY

soon as some purging Simple is adjoined to i t , i t  then 36661dinq to the
powers of  i ts  own NaL.ure performs the Off ice of  opening and pur-ging.
But ANTIMONY prepared hath no act ion upon the* Stomach. thence to ex-
nel i tq imnrrr i1-  icc.  hrr l -  hr . '  i -hc nrrrrr i  nrr  Madinino i rc:dirrnnt :nnrr i ra<

f /g!Yr/ |YvL'ggYul(LJ

a more open Field,  and therein can operate wi thc 'ut  Impediment any other
way, and discern,  yea search out the way of  Ef fect ing that better,  to
which i t  \ ras ordained and prepared, wi thout hindrance.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Note here very ser iously,  that  GALENIACK CATHARTICKS
have power of  expel l ing,  but  not of  Correct ing Humours,  but  Chy-
mical  Purgers are endued with eiLher Facul ty;  and certainly iL
should not be minded how much is expel led,  but holv much is heal-
ed, which the occul t  power of  Medicaments prepared Chymical ly doth
much better ef fect ,  than that common and publ ick v io lence o[  pur-
ging forc ib ly.

I  would have al l  men to credi t  these my words, s ince I  have no nec-
essi ty to wr i te other than the Truth.  This ELIXIR in such manner pre-
pared, as I  have taught,  penetrates and purgeth Lhe Body, as ANTIMONY
^,r^^r l - '  .^ l - l  

- - ' l  
F-paq i t -  f  r . \m el I  Tmnrrr i  j -V? S(-)  1-hat iF t  WOUId atsf .  Jv

Iarge commemorate al l  the powers and virLues thcreof,  I  musL put up my
Suppl icatrons to the GOD of Heaven, and intreat him to vouchsafe me a
l . \nrrpr t . r fa -h:-  f  ^  ' .^-rprF'r l  wn-ke :nr i  ce6;6f i  Out [ur-e I ' f  Vrr  L

ther,  and according to Verr ty communicate to others what I  have found,
that they wi th me exci ted to admrrat ion,  may publ ickly render thanks to
their  CREATOR, for  h is so great Blessings.

Rrrf  l - . \  nrnnpo^ in 
-"  ^"-^^-6 

h: t ' ih^ nnr-o horrr  n T haro deSCfibe the

Virtues of  ANTIMONY, as far  as I  have exper ienced them; yet  what is hid
from my knowledge, I  ought to pass over in s i lence. For i t  becomes me
not to give my Judgement of  th ings unknohrn,  and which I  have not my sel f
exper imented, but I  Ieave Lhem, commending the same to other Judges,
who ' r iLh sLudy and Iabour in th is Subject ,  have made some good progress.
No one man can be so expert  in knowing the Vir tues of  ANTIMONY, as no-
thing shal l  remain unknown by him, not only by reason of  the shortness
of his Li fe (as I  before said,  )but  a lso,  and chief ly because some new
thing is dayly found in i t .

Therefore,  Iet  men know. that  ANTIMONY not only purgeth GoId,  c leanseth
and frees i t  f rom every peregr ine Matter.  and from aII  o lher MetaIs,
but also (by a power innate in i t  sel f )  ef fects the same in Men and be-
asts.  Tf  a Farmer purpose in himsel f  to keep up and fat ten any of  h is
Catt le,  as for  Example an Hog; Lwo or Lhree days before,  Iet  h im give
to the Swine a convenient Dose of  crude ANTIMONY, about hal f  a dram
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mixed vr i th his Food, that  by i t  he may be purged; through which Purgat-
ion he wi l l  not  only acquire an Appet i te to his Meat,  but  the sooner
increase and be fatned. And i f  any Swine labour wi th a Disease about
his Li-ver or other Parts,  or  e lse be Leprous, ANTIMONY causeth the lep-
rosie to be dr j .ed up and expel led.

This Example seems indeed to sound somewhat ,qross and rust ical ,  to
the Ears of  Great men especial ly;  but  my purpo.se in proposing i t  only
was to the end, that  pr ivate |4en and LAICKS, whose Brains were not by
Nature fabr icated to the most subt le Phi losophy of  the Learned, may see
Lhe Truth hereof,  in Lhe very Operat ion i t  sel f ,  wi th their  own Eyes;
also that by th is rude py6p65al ,  they might grve greater credi t  t .o my
other wr i t ings,  in which I  have spoken a l i t t le more subtely of  these
Things. Yet f  would have no man, fo l ]owing me as his Author,  Lo give
a Medicine of  Crude ANTIMONY to men; for  mute Animals;  can in their
Stomach concoct much more hard Foods, than the tender Complexion of
Men is able to digest.  Wherefore,  he who woulr l  r iqht ly and with pro-
f iL use ANTIMONY, he musL learn che Preparat ion thereof f i rst ,  and af-
terward know the Dose, as what is convenient lor  the Young, and whac
for the O1d; how much may be given to robust Bodies.  and how much to
the weak, in which no smal l  l4ysLery of  tn- is Arr  consists,  the ignorance
of which wi I I  do more hurt  than an imprudent Pnysic ian can do good.

Should I  conf i rm al l  th ings by ExampLes, that  would be the Cause of
a very Prol ix Wri t ing;  therefore I  wr l l  break of f  th is Discourse. and
pass on to anorher Preparat ion ot  ANTtMONY, anrJ descrrbe i ts f ixedness;
which acts l ike f , , l ine,  f rom which i ts Spir i t  rs substracted and separat-
cd f  rom j1- s Rodv This Snir i f  hoals rh,= Rnd ' i farn.al l \ /  and i f  exter-Jt/ l ! ! ! l l lg\ ! l !q! ! ' I '

nalIy appl ied,  draws ro i t  sel f  a l  I  the HFat ol  a part  in[ ]amed; but,
on Lhe concrary,  when of  Lhe wjne, Vinegar is rnade, i t  cool-s,  e i ther in-
wardly or outwardly appl ied;  a l thougn the Wine and Vinegar have their
Original  f rom the same Root.  and proceed from the same Stock.  The Rea-
son of  th is diversi ty is,  because vjnegar is m;rde through digest ion only,
by which Putrefact ion of  the Wine foI ]ows, togtrcher wiLh a Vcgetable
Fixat ion;  but on the contrary,  Spjr i t  of  Wine . is made with SeparaLron
by dist i l l ing,  or  vegetable subl iming, whrch renders the Spir i t  volat-
i ]e.  By l ike reason ANTIMONY is prepared, and according Lo i ts divers
Preparat ions hath divers Ef lects.  and diversly communicates r-Ls Gif ts

. , !^ . :  ^r^ --^ ^^qrcelv r-omnrehans i l r l  ^  h, ,  f  l - , .a h, ,mr^^ r^reI Iect .  But l5Lq!eLrr  !ur"rJLLrrLrrJf  srs uy

the Fixedness thereo[,  touching which I  here t reat, is thus prepared.

Take of  ANTIpIONY as much as you wiI I ,  gr ind . i t  to a subt le Powder,
which put into a CUCURBIT. and pour on iL of  AQUA FORTIS so much as wi l l
s tand above i t  the breadth of  s ix Fingers;  and having we]I  and f i rmly
closed the Vessel ,  p lace l t  in a subtLe heat for  ten Days, that  the
Matter may be extralced. Decant ot t  th is Extr lct ion puie and clear,
and f i l ter  ic ,  Ehat i t  may be free from aII  f  e, :uf  encies and lmpu.r i t ies;
then put th is Extract ion inLo a GIass-Body, an( l  abstracL al I  che AQUA
FORTIS by Dist i l lat ion in Ashes or Sand, and in the bottom the Powder
of ANTIMONY wrl- l  remain yel Iow and dry.  Upon 1-his pour dist i l led Rain-
water,  and cut i t  in a l ike Glass in moderate heat,  and vou wi l l  have
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a Red Extract ion- This again f i l ter .  and gent- ly dist i l l  of f  the Rain-
water by B. l '1-  and the Powder wi I I  remain red :Ln the Bottom. Upon this
red Powder pour strong dist i l led Vinegar;  th is Vinegar wi l l  in some t i -
me draw to i t  sel f  the Colour red as Bl-ood, and put down FECES. After-
ward dist i l f  of f  the Vj-negar.  and there wi l l  aqain remain a red Powder.
This Powder reverberate cont inual ly for  three days together wi thout ce-
asing in an open Fire;  l th is being done, abstract  the Tincture f rom i t
by Spir i t  of  Wine, and separate the FECES remaining from the Tincture.
Al l  these Works being with so great Iabour perJ-ormed, again separaEe
the Spir j - t  of  Wine by dist i l lat ion in BALNEO, zrnd a f ixed* Red Powder
wiI l  remain,  which operates wonderful lv-

*KIRKRINGTUS- DIAPHORETICK ANTIMONY is sold in Shops, but what he-
re the Author shews us,  by the name of Fixed Powder of  ANTIMONY,
is not to be bought for  Si lver or cold;  the Vj-r tues of  which so
far exceed al l  that ,  of  whrch the Common Sort  are Partakers:  In
vain wi th so great at tent ion and study (of  whrch in prepar ing this
Powder,  there is very grear need) did our Phi losopher intend this
Work,  i f  these Myster ies of  so great Effects must come to the
h>ndl ihd 

^f  
1-  h6 \ , / , , ldrr  nr  ho nrrht in l t l r r  qnlr t  fnr  Manorr reJ- him

who at ta ins to th ls f ixed Powder use i t  in Chronical  Diseases,
especial ly where Sweats are to be excrted, and he wi l l  See ef f -
ects causing him to rejoice,  i f  he use i t  in himsel [ ;  and by which
he wi l l  be glor i f ied,  i f  he use i t  in others-

HaIf  a dram of th is being raken thr ice a day, v i ,z.  Morning, Noon. and
I \ l i  d | . l r  

^-  ^F+-^- 
rr ,L. , ,Jrcs no man; ior  i t  expels aI l  c lot ted BIood out oI

t -hp Rcrdw :nr l  hoi  nrr  Innc r :ken qer-rrreIrr  nnanq.-r I  I  n,-r i I  lnrr^ ' -^^--L '*-L ' re ruu) 
'  

o"u uqr lY rurrY !oNL,,  r  r  vr /  . r .J | t lyv-  LL,ur"- .

and expels them; radical ly cures the FRENCH DISEASE, causeth new Hairs
- - r  -^!^Lr. . /  ran. \ r /A f  F ihp whrr lo J16n.LvYlvwl} lL l 'vvu

Now since I  have taught to make a f ixed Powder of  ANTIMONY, and the
Extract ion thereof very commod ious For Use, Ie.rv ing th is Discourse, I
purpose br iet ly to t reat  of  the Flowers of  ANTIMONY, which may be many
ways prepared- But the greatest  part*  of  men nei ther can discourse of ,
nor anslrer to these; because they have not learned the Processes of
such Operat ions;  but the Ieast part ,  v iz.  the Disciples,  ApostIes,  and
Fol,  lowers of  the SPAGYRICK ART. wi l f  more esteem my Wri t j -ngs,  more di l -
inonl- lw ra:r i  tham and more nrrrdprr lv oirro .Trrr : l . rpmpnf rr f  ihe Same.

*KIRKRINGIUS- How much CHYMISTRY was rmpeached by Calumnies.  in
the t imes of  BASILIUS, is manifest  by the very many Rel iques of
Wri ters.  wi th which some THEOLOGICANS, I rnprudent l ,y judging vrhat
they understand not,  and POLITICIANS (not much more prudent than
them) have defamed their  own Books; and j .n the mean whi le aLso
- i " i^^ ^-  -^ afharc 'Fr. \ ro l -  hrnrrnhlv sp,arr-hi  no i  nt-o rhe mat-YavrrrY L ,  uuY a) rLalLr, t r rY

l-Ar aF i r rdai  hd r-h^c^ t '^- .  \ , , r  h^,-  , . , ;  +h h^ dyaa| 'or  
- i  

r - r rmcna.- l - -
JuuYf ' rY

ion to have l ikewise bespattered other innocent Persons with th-
eir  Censure.  I  do not here speak o[  thosie Wri ters,  who sharply
rpnrehpnd r-cr ta i  n \ / ,e. 'ehnnd S.\nh i  ct  orq l - f r , : ] t  r - . )vor i  no ihe i  r  O(,Jn
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Wickedness, under the PreLext o[  a most noble Art ,  or  by a great
Name impose great Frauds upon the People.  For th is k ind of  men
are not only worthy of  severe Reprohension, but also oI  due Pun-

"L--  FVi I  c lo f  hpv deservo i f  r rndpr thci  r  nr ;6 in-I> l r r l l€ l lL-  O(. tL.  wlrcr  uv LrrsI

at ion the Good be abused?

t f  by th is the most certain and so salul :ary and prof  i tabl-e an
Art  proscr ibed? Because there are men found, which use noL the
art  i t  sel f ,  but  the Name and shadow of t l r is  Art .  Yet I  am un-
, , i I I i - -  r^ ^-^ l  :^  

^-^1^-. ,  
t^^r  r - . - . .  - t . - - f  thewrr_L_Lr19 L(J p!(Jr(Jr19 Lr l  r -5 APUr(JYy. re->L Errvyr ! . , /Lr

greatest  Cause of  CaIumny, fa l l  upon me in th is manner lament ing,
whi lst  I  hear BASILIUS encouraging his,  and have reason to applaud
our own Times, in which some part  of  that  most th ick Cloud, which
casL out so many Thunders,  is  a l ready'  van.Lshed. In Shops they
now sel l  tqed jcaments,  Chymical ly prepared {as Lhey say) and those
very Persons, who are wi l l ing most ly to be esteemed HIPPOCRATICK
DISCIPLES, scarcely dare to condemn CHYMISTRY, and since they
cal l  into use what are made by che Chymical  Art ,  they cannot deny
i t .  Are not those Times at  hand, in which ELIAS the ARTIST, the
Revea- ler  o[  greater MYSTERTES is to come] O[ whose Coming PARA-
CELSUS so clear ly prophesied in var ious pLaces oI  h is Wr i t ings?
Perhaps i t  wi l l  be worth our whi le,  for  the Solace of  the oppre-
ssed Discrples of  BASILTUS, Lo quote ccrtain places, in which he
predicts the coming of  ELIAS noL Lhen born;  wnich i t  any one com-
mndinlc l \ /  int-arnror as al  l  o iher qavtn ' -  ^-  - - '  - ,o bey r ' .Lc!PLL- '  . . ,  

- - r - .9r

tdken, he wi l l  i ind nothing of  absurdi t . r '  . in them, unless he re-
solve Lo discover his own absurd Stupidi tv,  or  wicked Envy. In
the Book of  Minerals,  Chap. 8.  PARACELSU:I  thus wr i tes:  what is
most v i fe,  GOD suffers to be discovered, but what is of  greater
m/imanf-  i  q wel-  h i . l  t -^-  f  h^ \ / ! r ' l^-r  , .ht  r  I  1-  ha r- . \miro . ) '  F. f .TAS,fJ t rL

when he comes. And again.  in his Book of  Minerals,  Treat ise the
f i rst .  I t  is  indeed true (sai th he) that  many things l ie hid in
the Earth.  which I ,  as wel l  as others am ignorant of .  For th ls
I  know, coD, in t ime to come wi l l  mani fest  h j -s Wonders,  and br ing
r -  . \  1 i  . lhr .  

^F 
r-  hom l-hon rrnt^ l .  h i  . r  n^v hAVe he'-n knownLv f  fYrrL isrr l  r "v!r  vr

to us.  Also th is is t rue;  there is nothi l . tq absconded, whrch sh-
al l  not  be revealed; therefore there cometh One, whose MAGNALE
r  i , ,^-  

-^;  
, .^r  , ,1. ,^ ch: l  I  rarra: I  m:nrr  , I .ht rves noc yeL, wno 9, . . . - ,  - -  ^ . . rnqs-

Therefore be comforted. O Lover of  CHYMTSTRY, and prepare the
way of  that  ELIAS, who br ings happy t  j -mes, and reveaf more Sec-
rets than our Ancestors,  by reason of  Envy, and the tniqui ty of
their  Days durst  d iscourse, Whosoever thou arL,  conversing in
this Art ,  confer some smal l  matter to th i : i  fe l ic i ty;  and let  us
give the wor ld that  medicine, which by reason of  evi l  Humours.
predominanL, i t  cannot take al I  at  once, by degrees, LhaL r t  may
gradual ly recover of  i ts  Disease, and for Trmes of  ELIAS come
(for Arts also,  as wef l  as is understood of  other th ings. have
their  ELIAS, sai th THEOPHRASTUS) where i t  wi I I  be lawful  for  us
t . )  qne^k Freelw of  fL^^^ !L i - - -  _. . r  ^_enlv ro do or lod l -o oul .Lv JIrLu,\  ! !LLr l '  v !  L l r tJ5ts i  Lr t r r195, ar iu uVLrr-r  I  Lv uv

Neighbours.  wi thout persecut ion of  the Impl-ous -  Read. understand.
and comfort  vour sel f  wi th these.
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=-r F^l  I  ̂ , . , - -  i  € , ,^ ,1 wi l - I  i rn iLate me, my advice iS,DuL, l l ly  rJrs! ! j rPre ! ,  rL yvL

that  you take up your Cross,  at  f i rst ,  and suffer as I  have suffered;
learn to bear Persecut ion,  as I  have already born i t ,  labour,  as a l - .1-
our Predecessors wi th me have done; wi th cont inual  Prayers seek unto
the Lord GOD, and be thou pat ient ,  and labourous without wear iness. and
Lhen the MOST HIGH, who hath merci fu l ly  heard rne, wi I I  not .  forsake Thee;
for th is Cause I  every hour give thanks to cOD, as my Eyes f i l led wi th
Tears can and do witness.

Now, Lo proceed in my InsLruct ion,  touching t-he FLOWERS ot ANTIMONY,
i t  is  to be understood, that  the t rue FLORES of ANTIMONY, may be pre-
pared, not one, but var ious ways, as is known Lo every SPAGYRIST. Th-
ere are some who dr ive them, mixed w. i th SAL-AR|4ONIACK, over by Retort ;
then they edulcorate them. by \^/ashing away the SAL ARMONIACK, and Lhese
they great ly esteem; for  these Fl-owers are of  a fa i r  and white Colour.
Others have pecul iar  Tnstruments for  th is tJork,  prepared with windy
Caverns,  through whrch the ANTII ' IONY may receive the Air ,  and be subl i -
med. Others,  set t ing three Alembjcks one upon another subl ime them
wath strong Fire.  and with one and the same labour make wh. i te,  yel low,
and Red FLORES; al l  which ways I  have tr ied.  and found no Error in them:
But the Process. by which I  make Flowers of  ANTTMONY, most prof i table
for Medicine, and more ef  f  i ,cacious in their  Operat ions is th is.

I  mixed the red Flowers of  ANTIMONY with Colcothar of  Vi t r io l ,  and
subl imed them together thr ice.  So. the Essence of  Vi t r iot  ascends with
them, and the FLORES are more strong; which bej-ng done, I  extract  the
same Flowers ! . r i th Spir i t  of  Wine. The FECES sett le to the bottom, and
separd1'e Lhemselves from che Spir i t .  These the ArLi  t icer lays aside,
and dist i l ls  of f  the Spir i t  of  Wine in B.M. unt i l  the Powder remalns
dry.

These are my prepared Flowers of  ANTIMONY, which I  administred to my
Breathren, and others,  who in their  Necessi t ies; ,  required help of  me.
for their  Souls spir i tual ,  in respect of  my Ecclesiascical  SraLe, &
for their  Bodies temporal ,  by reason o[  the Trusl ,  they reposed in my
Art .  These FLORES purge gent ly,  \ ' , / i thout f requent or excessive Stools,
& have cured many TERTIAN & QUARTAN F.EVERS, aL:;o very many other Dis-
eases, so that I  purposed, by the help of  our : ;aviour Jusus, and his
mosL Holy Mother MARY, to ordain in my Testament a perpetual  Monument
upon my Al tar ,  of  aI I  the Cures which I  have perr formed by his grace,
that I  might so doing, not only give thanks to GOD. but also make my
Grat i tude known to Poster i ry,  rhat  they l ikewise may acknowledge the
wonderful  works of  the Most High, which I  (by my di l igence) have extr-
acted from the Bowels of  Nature,  and whi.ch he himsel- f  had hid and ab-
sconded in her profound and most secret  Recess€rs.

But touching the Subl imat i .ons of  ANTII4ONY, whLich are af terward caf led
Flowers;  let  the Reader fur ther observe, v iz.  that  they are l ike Waters,
which break out in high Mountains.  Now, of  the di f ference of  watersl
which ar ise in the highest Mountains,  yea in higher than Lhey, i f ,  such

5B



can be found; for  even unto them would the water:s ascend; s ince i t  is
known, that  in the tops of  the highest Mountains,  Spr ings do very of-
ten issue i t , 'and of  other waters which are f  ourrd by dLgging deep in
the Earth,  and by fo l lowing their  Spr ings must be searched out;  any
man may judge that the MATRIX of  waters in the f lar th.  is  on one part
more abundant ly replenished with the Riches of  waters,  then on another,
s ince every Element hath a pecul iar  MATRIX, ei ther strong or weak, acc-
ording as i t  is  produced by the SYDUS, whence Elements der ive their
Original  and have being. Now, when such a I" IATRIX is strong and potent
in the Earth,  i t  can dr ive for th i ts Seed stronqyly and ef f icaciously
form i t  sel f ,  by a vehement Pressure,  even up to the Snowy Mountains of
the ALPS, or to the verv top of  the BABYLONISH* Tower.

*KIRKRINGIUS- This Parable is oI  very grezrt  moment,  but  so very
clear to those, f rom whose Eyes the Cataract  is  taken away, as to
explain i t  to them, would be to hold a Candle Lo Lhe Light of  the
Sun; to others,  f rom whose sight the Cataract  is  not took of f ,
th is place gives no occasion of  detract ing the same. Therefore
read, peruse, and meditate;  Day is an Instructer to the Day; the
later Reading explains Lhe former,  and the former rhe Iater.

I f  any fatuate man, hear th is my Discourse, he wiLl  say,  I  am ei ther
mad or drunk with Wine; but th j ,s wi l l  be no other than a Reproach, I ike
F^ +l- . - ts . ,Ai^ l -  .  , ,^^^ Fl- .^ 

^ i -^:-LU L,,c,L,  w,,rL,r  wds rqrL uvu,,  . , , .  
- , - - ,p les 

of  our Savrour.  Of SupI im-
at ion,  the Reason is the same; for  as waters,  which are many t imes fo-
und in the highest Mountains,  are more salubr ious,  and more cool  than
those, which by digging deep into the Edrth are found in Plains;  so,  i f
Lhe Matter by pressure & force of  f i re be dr iven upwards to che Moun-
tains of  the Ancient Wise men, who died long before my t ime, the Earth,
whrch for che most part  is  unprof i table,  remains;  unt i l  i ts  Sal- t  shaII
be extracted from i t  for  i ts  proper use. Thus j .s made Separat ion,  by
which the Evi I  may be dist inguished from the Good, the Pure f rom Lhe
Impure, the th ick f rom the thin.  the subt le f rom that which is not sub-
t le,  and the Venom from the Medicament.  We miserable Mortals,  by Death
which we have deserved for our Sins are put into the Earth,  unt i l  we
putref ie by Lime, and be reduced to f i l ths,  and af terward by the Hea-
venly Fire and Heat raised, c lar i f ied,  and exal ted to a Celest ia l  Sub-
l imat ion,  where al l  our FECES, al l  Sins,  and evelry Tmpuri ty shal l  be
separated, and we made the Sons of  GOD, and of  l l terna I  L i fe,  unto which
the Lord of  h is Mercy and coodness br ing me with you. But I  hope no
Man wif l  take amiss th is Comparat ion of  the Mundane with the Spir i tual ,
v iz.  the Heavenly Exal tat ion wj- th the Earthly Subl imat ion.  For no man
should suppose what I  have done, to be done without Reason, but rather
that I  am not ignorant what j -s whi te or black,  how much the tenebrous

and dismal Air  d i f fers f rom the serene and clear:  Heaven. Therefore let
us break of f  th is Discourse, and produce another:  Preparat ion of  ANTI-
MONY.

Let the Disciple,  Apost le,  and fai thful  Imitator of  Art ,  understand
this Instruct ion,  and according to the t rue Phi losophick Doctr ine
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fa i thful ly consider,  that  every Extract ion f rom ANTIMONY (as afso f rom
a1. l  other Things )  hath great di f ference in Operat ion,  whj-ch nei ther
consists in the Matter,  nor is known by the Matter,  f rom which i t  is
drawn; but consists and remains in the Preparat ion,  and in the Add j , t -
ion,  by which the Vir tue is extracted from the Matter,  as is known by
Exper ience; as for  Example.  Whatsoever is Extracted from ANTIIVIONY, or

' :  - \  
qni  r i  r  nF t{ i  no hath a far  other v i r t r re oF Onar-o,ry \JLus! Lrrr-rr9 wr L, ,  JrJr !

at ing,  than those, which are exlracted with gocd and sharp Vinegar.  The
Causes of  th is I  have already hinted in my other Wri t ings;  but the pr in-
c ipal  Cause is,  because al l  Extract ions made with Spir i t  of  wine, f rom
ANTIMONY, or any purging Herbs, Roots,or Seeds (understand of  the f i rst
Extract ion) powerful ly expel  by Seidge; but on the contrary,  whatsoever
is extracted with Vinegar,  purgeth not downward, but rather prevents
that,  and retains in a cer la in pecul iar  manner.  by which Lhe Volat i le
is chansed into f  i -xed.

This is a s ingular Secret
A rp n.rnp r ' \ r  \ rFrr , /  FeW f OUnd

are hidden, and I ie deeply
Mrcf6r 

^r  
q611r:hi ,* , . - '  . lor  any

observed or cons idered.

.  and an ARCANUM of great pr ice:  But there
,  who mind such things, because many rhings
bur ied in th is ARCAT\]UM, which no One, ei ther
Wise man of  thrs World hath unto th is DaV

Therefore the Extract ion of  ANTIMONY is made two ways ,  vrz.  wi th Vine-
gar,  and l t i th Spir i t  of  Wine. Vinegar obstructs,  and Spir i t  of  l^ l ine,
of  i t  sel f  powerful ly expels and causeth Ur ine. as also Stools;  as else-
where in another manner is shewed, and especial ly where T speak o[  m] '
Twelve Keys, as namely.  that  the Extract ion of  Glass of  ANTIMONY mod-
praf pl \ /  nrrr . rot-h '  hr ' -  nn l -ha / - . tn-F:  r . .  -h6 EXtraCCiOn Of I :he Same ClaSS,

which is made with V j .negar purgeth not;  whicn is t rue and not permixt
r , , i  t *h i  < E'wnor i  i  r rac n, .c><i  an nF rh ink inc rndw!Ll l  d l ly  !dr5I  Ly .  IJU L

reI lect ing,  by which way of  Reasoning, Nature r ; ives promor ion and pro-
duct ion to a t rue Phi losopher.  Buc r t  is  a th ing much to be admired,
that every Subject ,  which is f i rst  of  a l l  extracted with Spir i t  o[  Wine,
should have a Purging Property.  Yet when class of  ANTIMONY is f rom the
beginning extracted with dist i l led V- lnegar. ,  and that Vinegar again ab-
stracted, and then the ANTIMONY extracted with Spl-r i t  of  wine, al l  i ts
venomous purging vir tue passeth away. and no sign thereof remains,  nor
assumes i t  to i t  sel f  any power of  provoking Stools;  but  i t  performs i ts
Operat ions by Sweat,  and other ways, chief ly by Sal ivat ion and Eject-
ion by the l , louth;  i t  searcheth out al ]  hurt fu l  Evi ls in the Body, purg-
ing the Blood, heals the Diseases of  the Lungs,,  and prof i ts those who
are strai t -breasted, and troubled with a f requent Cough. In a word i t
Cures very many Diseases, also asswageth a Mal:-gnant Cough, and what-
soever is of  that  Disposi t ion,  and is a Medicine verv admirabfe.

Moreover,  there is another Extract ion of  ANTIMONY made in th is manner
Grind crude ANTIMONY to powder,  and pour upon i t  strong Vinegar,  not
of  wine, but made of  i ts  proper MINERA. and expose the l t4 ixture j -n a
Vessel  wel l -  c losed to the SoLAR heat;  then, af ter  some t ime the Vine-
qar wi l l -  be t inqed with a Blood-I ike Colour,  pour of f  th is Extract ion
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clear,  f i l ter  i t ,  and dist i l  by Alembick in SarLd; then again,  in dis-
t i l l ing,  i t  shews admirable CoIours,  pLeasant t .o the Sight,  and wonder-
ful  in Aspect.  This oi l*  at  length becomes Red as Blood, and Ieaves
many FECES and prevai ls against  many Inf i rmit ies;  for  i ts  s. l -ngular Vir-
tue and Use is commanded in the Leprosie;  the New Disease lately r isen
amongst the Soldiers is by i t  consumed and dr i -ed up, and indeed i t  ef f -
ects Wonders -

*KIRKRINGIUS- Here thy Sincer i ty,  VALENTLNE, is suspected. who
arn l - ' r r  t -  h i  e t .  h l ,  D16c-r i  

^ f  
i^h mrLa f  h i  c nI ITN.PE CqFNIT-E aF r l  l  Thi  nncgrrrJgrr) , lvgfvrr

which PETRUS the Spaniard,  in his Book OF THE QUINTESSENCE OF ALL
THINGS, deservedly extols,  as the greatest  Secret  ot  Phi losophy?
What shal l  I  say? Mal ice makes thee, not a perverse, but t imer-
ous man, fear ing,  least  i f  ARCANUM'S should be communicated open-
ly to the wicked, they would do more hurt  wi th them than good.
This Process seems to me to be purposely descr ibed obscurely by
this Rel ig ious Man (why else shoul-d he not have wri t ten otherwise !
because he knew the Sons of  Art  would uni ierstand i t  by his Pre-
qr-r in l -  Err f  ih:r  \ ' . \ r i  RaA. lar  r r : r r  r rndorcr iand rrnrr  h.rrro 1. \ t  ingrre e 1

vain sne'r f  vc)r t r  MonF.,  in hrrrr inn 
^r  

f  i rne in readino fhese Commen-]vvI l |v | l9IL| |991

tar ies,  I  wi I I  c lear ly and nakedly discover to you, how I  my sel f
have of tent imes performed this very work;  do you give good heed
to al l  Things, that  you may not at  a l l  be def ic ienL; for  the Op-
erat ions are so concat inated. or co-I inked together,  as one being
omit ted.  or negl igent ly performed, aI I  the other are spoi led,  and
your Iabour cannot answer your Desires-

Take of  the best MINERA of ANTIMONY, wfr ich is f r rable ( for  i f
you take crude ANTIMONY as BASILIUS seems to indrcate,  you can
aFfacl-  noi .h ino- her-e ^^ l .ost  i ts  most subt le Sul .o!rEquI

phur : -n the f i rst  Dist i l lat ion) gr ind i t  t .o so subt lc a Powder,
as i t  may pass through a Ti f fany seive;  puc i t  inco a CUCURBIT,
and pour upon i t  v inegar,  which according to Art  is  d ist i l led f rom
its Proper MINERA. Set i t  in Digest ion for  for ty days and ( i f
you have exact ly observed al I  th ings,  which are hereunto required )
your Vinegar wi l l  be t inged with a Colour red as Blood. This red
Tincture poured of f  by incl inat ion,  put into a Retort ,  and gent ly
abstract  the Vinegar.  The Powder remaini .ng extract  wi th Spir iL
of  wine, that  i t  a lso may contract  a blood-I ike colour.  Put th is
Extract ion into a Circulatory Vessel  ,  1 i ! :e to th is,  Lhe Frgure
of which I  here expose;

q6o ih i  c Fin,rra ar,  aaao A) n H

because f  never found any more apt to render the Spir i ts volat i le:
Then place this doubfe Vessel  in B.M. to be digested so long, as
unt i l  you see the Tincture raise i t  sel f  upwards and pass over
vol , , r f  i  lc  hv Alemhir-k.  qecino f  h iq-  cool  vrrrrr  \ /eqcal  and nUt aLL

the matter into a CUCURBIT, and dist i l l  the Spir i t  according to
Art ,  which wi l l  pass over the HeIm as ret l  as Blood. Then again
,r l - lqt-  r r r - f  rho eni  - i  t  a mclst  nondcrot :s f  h ick Oi l  -LIc Jyr* YULr wI yvrrvLrvuJ rr '
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How this OiI  shoufd af ter  th is be jo ined with i ts own Sal- t ,  and
uni ted, we elsewhere speak; the use of  wt i ich in amending Metals
is ver!  great.  Here we have descr ibed i t ,  and brought i t  so far ,
as i t  becomes a most excel lent  Medicine jLn gr ievious Diseases,
which are in al l  p laces accounted uncurable.  I t  performs i ts
whole Operat ion by Sweats.  And since there is no Disease, which
i t  helps not;  what need is there to name any? I t  is  bet ter to
be al together Si lent ,  then to detract  f rom i ts praises,  by reci t -
ing a f  ew. There is no man who hath made any Progress in Chymi-
stry.  thaL knows not what the Quintessen(:e oI  ANTIMONY is.

The PHYSICIAN before aI l  Things, should
use, according to his own Exper ience and
pleat ing i ts Preparat ion in a due manner,
Iabour,  or  forgett ing any of  those Things
no r  f  armarl

di I  icrent lv conto.nnlate I tS
Knowlcdge; but especial ly com-

without being weary of  h is
which are prescr ibed to be

Again,  another Extract ion of  ANTIMONY j-s thus;  inst i tuted. Take, in
the Name of the Lord,  of  ANTIMONY and crude TAIITAR, of  each equal  parts;
put these wel i  mixed rogether in Powders.  into a strong Crucible,  whjch
wi l l  not  suf fer  the Spir i ts to penetrate i t ,  and burn th is Matter in
the Fire.  unt i l  the TARTAR be wholJ,y conbust;  th is work must be done in
a Wind-Furnace. Grind thls burnt  Matter to a subt le Powder,  and pour
on that Common Water f i rst  made hot,  and so edr: lcorate the igat ter  by
Lix j ,v i .at ing.  And so r t  becomes a Liver*,  so cer l led by many of  our An-
cestors,  who I ived . Iong before us.

*KIRKRINGIUS- The LIVER is a Cause of  much Discourse in Banqu j - ts;

and the LIVER of ANTIMONY wi l l  be to us rro smal l  Occasion of  the
l ike in Chymr.cal  Operacrons. BUL in the f i rst  p lacc consider,
than instead of  Crude Tartar,  i t  is  bet ter to take Sal t  of  Tartar,
not only . for  accelerat ing the Operat ion ( for  otherwise i r  must be
mpl l -Fd qn lnnn ^c Untr I  Lhe Tartar be chanoed int . )  Sal t )  DUt Ch-
ief ly,  that  you may have Glass of  a far  better Colour.  Also BAS-
ILIUS forgot.  or  for  some Reasons did omj. t ,  to appoint  the glass
f i rst  to be poured into a Plat ter  made hot,  and then beaten to
powder in an hot mortar;  otherwise the g1ass, by reason of  the
q,a1 r  . \ f  'T 'ar t , l r  :c SOOn aS i r  takes the . . . l l  r ' l  A i  r  i  s  r -h, : ]noed intoI  J ! r rqrrYr

a certain Pulse or Pap. Besides, he omit ted to determine the
Quant i ty of  Water,  to which thrs Powder should be dissolved, that
we may have a more fair  and deep Colour;  in which Exal tat ion of
Cofour very much is s i ted.  Also the Precipi tat ion of  the LIVER
from the Water,  which must be made with Vinegar,  he involved in
Si lence; al though this,  and the above -mer. t  i  oned ,  are necessary
in th is Operat ion.

Here T am unwi l l ing to forbear to admonish, that  not only in
this,  but  in every melt ing of  ANTIMONY, the ARTIST ought to ob-
serve the Face of  Heaven, and begin his Work when the same is c l -
ear and serene- I f  you do otherwise, you wi l l  in vain deplore
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the Obscur i ty of  the Colour in your LIVER of ANTIMONY. For i f  you
laugh at  me, at t r ibut ing much Vir tue to the Inf luences of  the St-
ars,  I -sha1l  der ide you, deplor ing the unluckie Success of  many
Processes. But I  would not digress so far,  as to take on me to
hr^r '6 fh6 1/ i rF, ,dc 

^f  CeIest ia l  Tnf luencoq -  A.r : iner man oi ther

knowing so I i t t Ie,  as they cannot understand, or having exper ien-
ced somewhat do not di .scern;  but in the meanwhi le are so obst inate
as they wi l I  not  bel ieve Ehose things which they see, have tr ied,
and i  n werv deed f  .1und tO be so. I  wou ld no morp r t  r . rF Ra,aSonS
against  these men, t .hen against  these, who deny even the MuLat ion
of Metals by the Stone of  Phi losophers.  we judge such men wor-
thy of  Contempt than Refutat ion,  who say that is not poss j .b le,
t rh ich they have behe.Ld with their  Eyes,and done with their  hands;
tor ] . t  rs very rude to say,  I  DENY, I  DENY, WHO PROVES? These
perverse men by their  thus act ing,  do somet imes provoke the pat-
i  on/-a 

^F 
nnnzl  inaani^"-  

^ ' f i - r^ 
i . ,n^ i^^ ts l - , -+ +r. ,^. ,  . , i+t-  

-, - - -  - . . r - . . r (Jus ArrJ-sES, Juogrng f  naI .  E.ney, wILn a cer-
ta in ZeaL of  conf i rming what they assert ,  wi I I  proceed so f  ar , .
as to discover to them their  Exper iment of  so excel lent  an Art .
But I  do not th ink that  any of  them, who have obtained the Myst-
ery wi l l  be so imprudent,  as unadvisedly Lo casr Pear ls before
Swine. and to discover to the Unworthy.  what GOD hath revealed
to him; or give them of the Bread he Eats,  which is not to be
cast to Dogs.

Therefore.  returning to the Matter f rom whence I  d. igressed, I
af f i rm. that  there are somet imes of  the year,  in which i f  LIVER
of ANTIMONY be made. and precipi tated with a due MENSTRUUII ,  i t
wi l l  be imbibed with al together another Colour,  and be endued
with other Vir tues than that,  which is made at  another t ime; and
that,  both for  Metals,  and for heal ing the Inf i rmit ies of  Men,
as I  my sel f  have exper ienced in many gr ievious Diseases, and
Symptoms of  Diseases. I  wi I I  a lso add this;  f rom the LIVER OF
ANTIMONY may be extracted a Redness with Sp j - r i t  of  Wine. which
Redness is made volat i le.  and passeth over the helm. which also
may be exhibi ted to aI I  wi thout danger.  Nor is there any great
need of  that  Caut ion of  BASILIUS (even before the Redness is vol-
aLi l ized) that  i t  must be given in a smalI  Quant i ty.  For being
given from thir ty to for ty,  or  f i f ty  Drops. i t  sweats very mod-
erat .e ly,  and doth not Purge or VomiL; buL i t  ef fects wonders in
purging the BIood, ext i rpat ing the Roots of  a Disease, and ren-
der ing the Pat i -ent  Vigorous, by insensible Expirat ion,  and i ts
occul t  Vir tues.  This vendible Wine needs not the Bath of  Eloqu-
ence to conunend i t  to the Sick;  who once having exper ienced i ts
Vir tues,  know what i t  can do, and that i t  as much inswers thei . r
Desires,  as thev esteem their  Monev -

Put th is Liver dr ied into a CUCURBIT, pour thereon most pure Spir i t
of  Wine; abstract  the Spir iL by dist i l  l ing in B.M. so that a th i rd part



only may remain.  But before Dist i I lat ion,  the Spir i t  of  t^J ine together
witb the Ext iact ion must be f iLtred through Paper.  This Extract ion may
indeed be prof i tably used; but in smal l  Dose, and with great Caut ion.
What happens in rhis Operat ion is very admirable.  For the Spir iL ot
Wine abstracted, can no more be uni ted wi th the red Extract j -on,  whence
i t  was dist i l led;  but  one f loats above the other;  as Water and Oi l ,
which cannot be mixed. But i f  the abstracted Spir i t  of  Wine be poured
upon other Liver of  ANTIMONY, i t  agaj .n at t racts the Cofour to r t  sel f ;
yet  th is,  a l though poured upon the former Excr ict ion,  cannot be mixed
therewith.  Which is a Thing so strange, as i t  may be numbered among
wonders.  But who can decfare aI I  the Wonders of  cOD? Or who wi l l  wor-
th i ly  esteem the ci f ts of  the Creator,  which he hath implanted j -n his
Creatures? By as scarcely perscrutable wi th deep Meditat ion.

I  before made ment ion of  the Extract ion of  ANTIMONY from i ts c lass*
by Vinegar,  and also by Spir i t  of  Wine; but now I  say,  when such an Ex-
tract lon is made by Vinegar,  and the Vinegar is again abstracted by B.M.
and the Powder which remains is resolved in a moist  p lace, into OiI  or
Liquor of  a YeI low Colour;  i t  ef fects such Wonders in Wounds, new and
old,  as I  nei ther can, nor dare to commit  them a-LI  to wr i t inq.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Here our Author acts as a ' feacher,  careful ,  and fuI I
of  Af fect ion.  who not sat isf ied once to ment ion,  doth of ten rn-
culcate the pr incipal  Precepts of  h is Doctr ine.  But,  what iL is,
l -he1- qnFciel  l r r  mnrreq him l . . \  rpncAi-  i -  hc \ / i r f  r req nf  tho qrr tnhuf Of
ANTIMONY, T see not;  he sai th,  he repears nothl-ng in vain;  Lhere-
fore do rhou, Reader,  i f  thou judgech i t  of  Concern,  more atrent-
ly consider,whether you may not here f ind somewhat that  is  not
ment ioned. or the Reason why iL is again spoken ol .  I ,  who pro-
tess my sel f  to wr i te to the Intel l igent.  re i terate nothing here,
He that comprehends, Iet  h im comprehend; he that hath not there
understood, I  fear wi l l  not  here understand.

For i t  represseth al I  Symptoms of  what k ind so ever.  suf fereth none
to take Root,  and admits no Putrefact ion in f resh Wounds. Also the Ex-
tract ion of  th is Powder,  before Solut ion is made by Spir i t  of  Wine,
ef fects the same, and yields not us infer iour t .o other MedicamenLs, wh-
ich are administred against  internal  Af fects.

I  have of ten made ment ion of  th is Preparat iorr  in other of  my wri t -
ings,  a lso in th is Treat ise of  ANTIMONY, very Iargely;  because I  know
how great Benef i ts and how great Secrets are latent in i t .  Therefore
T hope, no Disciple wi l l  be af fected with tediousness, by Reason of  Rep-
et i t ions in my Wri t ings,  which I  fa i thful ly open and br inq to Light.
For whatsoever I  wr i te is not wi thout Reason; and my words are Short ,
but  require much Considerat ion,  a l though of ten repeated. To the ignor-
ant my Discourses contr ibute l i t t le understanding, to Chi ldren and the
unexper ienced l i t t le Prof i t ;  but  to my Disciples and Apost les,  much
hoi l  fh rnr l  nrnenar i  t

- - r . ' '  -  JY.
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There remains another Extract ion by a Caust ick Water,  which Exper ie-
nce hath taught me in th is manner.

Take of  Vi t r io l  and Cornmon SaIt ,  equal  parts;  f rom these by Retort
dist i l l  a Water*.  which being forced out by v€:hement f i re,  comes forth
a matter l ike th in Butter,or the Sediment of  C) i ]  Ol ive;  which keep apa-
r t  for  use.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Here I  wi l l  teach you the Manual Operat ion,  O Lover
of  CHYMISTRY, which indoubtedly you wiI I  great ly esteem of,  when
you shaII  f ind the great commodity thercof in operat ing.  Lest,
as i t  of ten happens, when you dist i l l  the Spir i ts of  Meta]s,  your
Vessels should be broken.

Note- see this i l lustrat ion on page 66-

Of your Earthen Retort  A.  open the upper hole B. into which
put your Matter by Parts,  lest  a l l  together sent ing Lhe heat. ,
should act  too forcrbly;  and present ly Close the Hole wich i ts
nr. 'nFr C.! \ /er  To rhe SDir i ts rcceived hv fhc Vcscef C. eXit  iS
given by the hole D. into the other opposi te Receiver E. to which
again is appl  ied the other Receiver F.  So, the more subt le Spi-
r i ts ascending rhrough the HoIe D-,  set t le in the Recipient F.
But the more gross remain in the bottom of G. of  the Receiver C.
.This INSTRUMENT wiI I  be most apt for  your use here;  not only, 'as
I  said,  Iest  a most strong Spir i t  passing out break the Glasses.
but also for  other Works,  as by an easie speculatron you wi l l
hon r-a n> t  hor

Subcly gr ind the CAPUT-MORTUUM, and in a CeIIar permit  i t  ro resolve
into Water,  rh is Water kecp and. f i l ter  i t  through Paper.  Afrerward
take HUNGARIAN ANTTMONY, gr ind i t  to a f ine Powder,  and having puc i t
in a CUCURBIT with a f lat  bot tom. pour th. is water thereon, and set the
Vessel  in Heat.  When i t  hath stood there for  a due t ime, the Matter
wi l l  be I ike an AMETHYST. wi th a blackish Violet-Colour.  Then augment
the Fire much, and you wi l l  have a t ransparent Colour,  l ike unto a blue
SAPHYR. From this Colour precipi tate a whi te Powder,  by pour ing on
Conmon Water.  This Powder taken, hath the same Operat ion,  as the Red
Extract ion of  c lass of  ANTIMONY, by Seidge. and i t  a lso exci tes Vomit-
ing- Tn the Solut ion made trom the CAPUT-MORTUUM, and keep in a Cel lar ,
i f  th in Plates of  I ron be digested, MARS wi l l  be t ru ly t ransmuted into
VENUS, as Exper ience wiI l  teach.

Now further consider.  Take that dist  j - l led Oi l  or  water,  as is spo-
ken of  above in th is process, and pour i t  upon CROCUS MARTIS, wi th SUL-
PHUR reverberated to a Redness; sec the Mixture in Heat,  and you wi l l
have an extracted Tincture of  MARS, red as blood. Take of  th is Extr-
actron one part ;  of  the Red Extract ion of  ANTIMONY, which is prepared
with f ixed SaIt  Ni t re and Spir i t  of  wine, three Parts;  of  the Water
of  MERCURY* Ieisurely in jected through a long Pipe, one Part ;

*KiRKRINGIUS- CHYMtSTS, chat they may wheL the Ingenui t ies of  th-
eir  Readers;  and more, lest  any but the t rue Students of  Art
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should penetrate into their  Secrets,  del iver not af l  Things in
one place, but scatter their  Documents,  that  by the Di l igent CoI-
lect io i r  of  them. they may judge of  their  Aptness, as the Eagle
proves her Young, exposing them to the Solar Rays: So you see
BASILIUS here proposeth the use of  the Water of  MERCURY, which
he taught to be made in his Treat ise,  which is caLLed a Supple-
ment,  or  rather gave a rude Draught of  that  Process -  For nei th-
er there,  nor here doth he make ment ion of  an holer that  must be
nnan -  in fhe Sttner ' i  o l r r  r )ar t  oF the Rpf.)r f  

^n. l  
l -  harai  n l .  . \  a I  

^n.r
Pipe f i t ted,  through which the MERCURY may be put in,  in very
smal l  Parcels.  For i f  you include a very smal l  part  of  MERCURy
in a Retort ,  f i rst  made very hot wi th a vehement Fire.  as th is
must be, i f  you !" /ould extract  the Spir i t ,  that  MERCURY, \^r i th i ts
own vehement and untamable v io lence, would not only burst  the
Retort ,  but  overthrow the Furnace also;  unless you gave i t  a lar-
ger space, and greater I  iberry of  Fly ing;  so that,  af ter  i t  hath
vis i ted many Retorts,  i t  may rest ,  and being as i t  were t i red,
sett le.  But s ince i t  is  wel l  known to alL t rue CHYMISTS, of  how
great Vir tue th is MERCURY is,  in the Resolur ion of  p letals,  I  wi l l
here make no further ment ion thereof.

and the CaIx of  Gold dissolved in th is Caust ick water,  hal f  a part .
Mix al I  these together,  and af ter  they are canced ofL cLear,  d isci l l  che
Mj.xture wi th a Moderate Fire in Sand. AIt  wi l l  not  pass over by Dis-
t i l lat ion,  but a fa i r  c lear Solut ion remains f ixed* in the Bottom; wh-
ich we may use in old open Wounds, wherein i t  lays a Foundat ion for
Heal ing to Amazement.

*KIRKRINGIUS- This Solut ion is not yet .  f ixed. but i f  you be not
already wearied wrth labour,  by a fur ther Operar ion you may I ix
i t .  The pr incipal  Use ot  th is is,  in th(- '  Emendat ion oI  MetaIs,
t^Ihich BASILIUS doth not so much as ment ion- Now the GENIUS of
aJ-I  Chymists wi l l  understand me, here candj-dIy discover ing th is
Secret  to aI I .  Do thou, LOVER of CHYMISI|RY, in mlnd and thought
swif t ly  fo l low me expounding the Oracle;  but  the Operat ion cannot
be so swif t ly  per formed -

This Powder must f i rst  be Extracted with strong Vinegar,  which
afterward abstract .  and what remains in the bottom edufcorate wi th
dist i l led Water;  again Extract  i t  wi th Spir i t  of  Wine, and abst-
ract  the Spir i t ,  and in the bottom wiLl  r -emain a Red powder.  Join
this wi th the f ixed Sal t ,  which is made of  the FECES, whicn re-
mained af ter  the Vinegar was used for Extract ion.  And del iver i t
to VULCAN for three Months space, that  i t  may no more f l ie f rom
the Fire,  but  most pleasingly sport  wi th and in the same. I f  you
perform this,  you have Two conjoined in an inseparable Matr imony;
and you have separated the pure f rom the impure, have rendered the
Volat i le f ixed, and f ixed the Volat i le,  and are not far  f rom that
FeI ic i ty,  which wi I I  answer aI l  your Des- i res.
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The CAPUT MORTUUM which is lef t ,  being resolved in an Humid place,
yields a Liquor so sharp,  as no AQUA FORTIS may be compared with i t  in
Sharpness. Aut of  these enough at  th is t ime. For I  must now speak
of a White Powder,  which may also be prepared of  ANTIMONY in th is manner

Take pure ANTIMONY, which is brought f rom HUNGARIA, or found in Like
Mountanous P1aces; gr ind i t  to a subt le Powder;  take also the same mea-
sure of  pure Sal-ni t re,  which hath been the thi rd Lime di l igenLly c l -
eansed. This Composi t ion burn in a new glazed Pot (which was never in-
fected with any Fatness) in a Circulatory Fire;  not  aI I  together,  but
by parts,  and at  d ivers t imes. This way of  Operat ing,  Ancient SPAGY-
RISTS cal led DETONATION, a Term of Art  to be le l rned by the DiscipJ-e of

-  -  
t^^ i sr j rnf ion to every Rust ick,  in his ArLi f ice and Exper-

ience.

This Operatron being performed, gr ind the hard Matter,  which remained
in the Pot,  to a f ine Powder.  and upon i t  in another Glazed Pot,  pour
common water warm; which when the Morter is set t led again repeaL Lhe
pour ing on of  Water several  t j -mes, unt i l  a l l  the Sal-ni t re be extracted:
Last ly,  dry the rema. i -n ing Matter.  and wi- th f resh SaI-ni t rer  as much as
jLs own weight.  is ,  burn i t  again,  and repeat the same operal ion Lhe
third t ime.

TKIRKRINGIUS- BASILIUS doth not misguide or delude you, O LOVER
of CHYMISTRY, whalst  he so candidly discouers most SECRET MYSTER-
IES, and so sincerely and fai thful ly presents their  wonderful  Ef-
rer- 'q As hv fh iq vFrv Oncraj . ion vorr  hav,-  an Examnl- :  For afLer
the f i rst  DETONATION with Ni t re,  and so soon as you shal l  have
separated the SaI-ni t re f rom the Powder wi th pure water,  you have
the Powder of  RULAND, wi th which that man eFfected so many Med-
ic inal  wonders,  whereby he got Lo himsel f  so great a Name, and
so much wealth.  Which, i f  you prepare under a certarn Constr tut-
ion of  Heaven (as I  advised, in prepar ing the LIVER of ANTIMONY )
you wiI I  have so much the better,  by how much the more RED; for
the Colour is the Soul  thereof,  the Effect  of  which in Medrcrne,
RULAND proved and commended; but he. nei ther exhausLed i ts praises,
nor did he perswade the unexper ienced, that  so great Vrr tues were
latent in th is Medicament.  This CROCUS of METALS (for so i t  is
caI Ied) is not that ,  which is publ ickly s,r ld in Shops, upon eight
crains of  which they pour 2 ounces of  Wine, and al though the Srck
only dr ink that  r , r ine,  wi thout any other Powder;  i t  of tent imes wo-
rks so forc ib ly,  upwards and downwards, as ei ther way, somet imes
both ways, the I i f  e i t  se. I f  j -ssues out.  But the use of  th is . rs
thus. Take eight,  n ine,  ten or eLeven Grains of  th is our Authors
prepar ing the f i rst  t ime, according to the strength ot  the Sick,
end al l  nf  hor .phin. 'q Co- indicat ino:  r )orrr  . fn them Lhree Or fOUr
ounces of  wine; for  i t  matters not much, whether you take more or
less of  the wine. Set the Mixture in B.M. for  the space of  four
or f ive hours,  and so extract  a most Red l rncture f rom this CRO-
CUS of Metals (which in an Infusion of  the CROCUS of the Shops
cannot be extracted )  th is Wine, now impre(Jnated with the Sulphur
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of the.CROCUS, together wi th the more subt le part  of  the Powder,
which in cant ing of f  comes out,  I  g ive to Lhe Sick,  and i t  pur-
geth k indly upwards and downwards without molestat ion.  Nor doth
this Medicament only expel  Humours,  but  (as is proper to Ant imon-
ials r ight ly prepared )  i t  s t r ikes at  the very Root of  the Disease,
and whatsoever in the Body is corrupted and decl- ined from i ts due
state,  that  i t  amends and restores.  What wonderful  Ef fects,  th is
only Tincture hath discovered to me, I  forbear to ment. ion,  lest
I  should be compel led to br ing their  Credi t  in Quest ion,  who have
exper ienced chem. In Lhis only bel ieve me, whosoever rhou art ,
that  wouldest use Chymical  Medicaments,  a lways be sure to take
the true Tinctures of  Things, in which their  volat i le Sulphur is
absconded; i f  you neglect  th is,  you neglect  your own Fame and
Gain,  and the Helath of  the Sick.

What remains af ter  th is th i rd Operat ion gr ind to a subt le Powder,and
on that pour the best Spir i t  of  Wine; c i rculate the Mixture for  one Mon-
th,  in a Cucurbi t  or  Circulatory di l igenr ly nin, :  or  ten Limes, so oILen
pour ing on fresh Spir i t .  Th- is being done, dry the Powder wi th gencle
heat,  and for one whole Day keep i t  red-hot in a Crucible,  such as cold-
smrths use to melt  their  Metals in.  Af  terward : resolve th is Powder ( in
:  m^i  - !  Dr 1^^ Stone of  G]ass Tahl  o _ nr in F-.r . rq hni  led Lo an Hard_
ness) into a Liquor,  which set in heat,  again dry,  and reduce Lo Powder.
This Powder ef fects many egregious and wonderful-  Things, which cannot
eaqi I  w he hel  i  c \ /ad l^"  -L-^^ - . r1-  r r  r . \ \zar ' l  tho e:mp*!y rrr \ rss rrvL P!vvL\.

*KIRKRINGIUS- I f  you have bel ieved, or exper ienced the Vir tues of
th is Powder once detonated, you wi l l  not  be a THOMAS in th is th i rd
Detonat ion.  Set to your hand, touch and use this,  and i t  wi l l
perform the same, which t rue Diaphoret ick ANTIMONY can, ouc wrLh
greater Secur i ty and Eff icacy.

R t i  i  onprAteq nnr-  c ' , . i .16h1r| i  + m'rcr-  haVe t inre tO eXerCiSe iCS POw-l  
'  

re t r ivrr

ers,  and shew i ts own Vir tue,  by the Test imony of  Exper ience, very ad-
mirable.

Whosoever labours wi th internal  Imposthumes, let  h im take of  th is
white f ixed Powder of  ANTIMONY in the Spir i t  of  Wine, or any other r ich
Wine, the fourth part  of  a Dram, f ive or s ix t imes a Day, and he wi l l
f  j -nd his internal  Imposthume opened, and al l  the Coagulated Blood to
be expel led by degrees, wi thout any per i l  of  L i fe or Heal th.  He, who
is af  f l - ic ted in his Body with the Nerr  Disease of  Soldiers,  i f  he use
this Powder in the aforesaid manner,  wi I I  a lso f ind th is Evi l  consumed
throughout Lhe whole Body, and by the same expel led.  Moreover,  i t  pro-
duceth new Hairs,  and renovates a man to the adrnirat ion of  a l l  Men; i t
g ives new, sound, and pure Blood, and is the Effecter of  so much Good,
as even the ]east of  i t  (a l though Equi ty seems to require th ls)  cannot
by me be descr ibed or declared. I t  is  not  f i t  T should here manifest
aI I  th ings c lear ly,  and in such manner,  as any man, wi thout Labour and
ToiI ,  by reading my wri t ings,  may become a perfect  DOCTOR; no more than
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i t  is  f i t ,  that  a YOUNG COUNTRY MAN* should be fed with the whitest  and
best baked Bread, which he hath not prepared wi.Eh his own Labour,  or
the Corn of  i 'h ich himsel f  thrashed not out.

*KIRKRINGIUS- VALENTINE hath so c lear ly detected al l  Things, as
no man, ei ther before or af ter  h im, hath done i t  more clear ly.
Al- l  that  came after him seem to have conspired, and agreed toge-
ther to spread Clouds over that  L ight,  wh. ich he brought into the
World.  Hence i t  is ,  that  they do not pub.I  ick ly excol  h is praises,
according to the high Esteem every man pr ivately hath of  h im, nor
have they translated his Books into other Tongues, al though He,
of  a l l -  Authors,  is  the most worthy,  Who speaks in the Languages
of al l  Nat ions,  that  he may be a comfort  to the LOVERS of CHy-
MISTRY, err ing in the Labyr inths of  orher: ; ,  and always produce a
new off-spr ing of  Phi losophers.  But no man should th ink,  that
he could so c lear ly speak, as every man, handl ing CHyMISTRY (acc-
ording to the Saying) wi th unwashed Hands, might presenLly under-
stand him; that  is ,  as himsel f  sai th;  not  possible to be done,
nor is i t  expedient that  the Son of  a v i le Clown should eat of
the f t -nest  Flower,  in prepar ing which he t-ook no pains;  yet  (as
below he confesseth) our AUTHOR hath used pIain,  s imole and clear
Words.

But T make too large a Progress : -n th is open FieLd ot  Doctr ine,  in
whrch the Ancient Hunters take their  Larks,  and the young Ones presen-
t ly fo l low them with their  Nets.  For my SLyIe (as aI I  my Wri t ings wrc-
ness) hath a certain s ingular proposed Method, l_ ike that of  aI I  phi lo-
sophers before me. I I  any one th- ink i t  strange, that  I  here propose
certain s ingular Processes, in which my PhiJosotJhy dr f iers f rom other,
let  h im be answered with th is,  that  Phi losophick speech much drf  _Eers
from the Method of  other mens Discourses. who nakedly and sincerely de-
clare some Process, wi lhout any Ambigut ies or Cl .oudings of  AENIGMA,S.
Therefore,  consider the di f ference. and accuse rrot  me. as i f  I  had dev-
iated from Order,  in my StyIe of  Phi losophy; ancl  of  preparar ions and
Processes. For in a Phi losophick Discourse, i t  is  behooful  to learn
and judge of  what appertains to the Theory,  but  the pracLjce reacheth
you the Instruct ion of  Processes; therefore in them, t rue, s imple,  c le-
ar and wel l  qrounded Words are to be used.

Also,  of  ANTIIVIONY is made a BALSOM, against  qr ievious Diseases very
prof iLable;  yet  not of  Crude ANTIMONY, but of  c i - .e REGULUS thereot,  whe-
nce may be made I iv ing MERCURY, in the fo l lowing manner.

Take of  the best HUNGARIAN ANTIMONY. and crude'  *Tartar equal  parts,
and of  Sal  n i t re hal- f  a part ;  gr ind them wel l  together,  and af terward
f lux them in a Wind-Furnace; pour out the f lowing Matter inLo a Cone.
and there let  i t  cool ;  then you wiI I  f ind the RE|GULUS, which thr ice or
of tner purqe by Fire,  wi th Ta-r ta r  and NiLre,  and ic wi I I  be br ight  and
white,  shining l ike Cupel tate Si Iver,  which hath fu lminated and over-
come al l -  i ts  Lead.
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*KIRKRINGfUS- What I  advised to the Prepar:at ion of  LIVER of ANTI-
MONY is here to be repeated; instead of  Crude Tartar take Sal t
of  Tartar,  by which the Operat ion wi l l  sooner and better proceed.
Sal-  n i t re here is unprof i table.  There. [ore,  take of  ANT]MONY and
SaLt of  Tartar,  of  each equal  parts,  melt  them and make a REGUL-
r lc :aa^-nina Fn FL^ o, , l^  l .^--  ^;ven by UASILIUS. I I  you cast
away t .he Glass (as al l  men for the most part  do) you wrl l  do i l l .
For I ,  of  that  prepare a very prof i table Medicament in th is man-
ner.  I  gr ind t .h is Glass in an hot Mortar ' ,  taking heed i t  contr-
act  no Humidi ty f rom the Air ,  which may easi ly be prevented, and
having put i t  in a Phialr  pour Aleohol  of  wine thereon, and the-
nce extract  a most beaut i fu l  Tincture,  in Colour red l ike Blood.
This Tincture is a most excel lent  Cordial . ,  i f  th i r ty,  for ty or
f i f ty Drops of  i t  be taken in convenient Ljquor,  and that,  i f
you wiI I .  Ewice or thr ice a day; for  i t  is  caken with satety,  and
recreates the whole Man.

cr ind th is REGULUS to a subt le Por^rder,  and ha'v ing put i t  into a Glass,
^^, , -  i r  ^-  n;1 ^F t  n i - \ar  nr  Cnir i i -  

^ t  
m,,r6^Fr ' i6r  , 'L i^t  COmeS fol . thPvur t  L ur u urrrPsr ,  v!  Jyr L

in the f i rst  Dist i l lat i -on.  and is pure as Fountain water;  keep the Ves-
sel  wel l  c losed. in a subt le heat of  B,M. and the OiL of  Juniper,  or
Spir i t  of  Turpent ine,  wi l l  become red as Bfood, which pour of f ,  and re-
ct i f ie wi lh Sprr i t  of  wine. This is endued with the same Vir tues,  as
BaIsom o.r  Sulphur,  a= I  shaIL then shew, when I-wr i te of  Sulphur,  bec-
: r rqe f  hpr/  rp.rrr i  rp . \ne ; rnd f  ha q:mo prpnar.at ion.

Of thj-s Balsom only three or four Drops, taken thr ice in a week with
hot Wine, heal  the Diseases of  the Lungs, cure the t requent eough, and
ASTHMA, also they are conducent in the VERTIGO, pr ickrngs of  the Sides
and in diuturnal  Couqhs.

AIso many OiIs may be prepared of  ANTIMONY, some PER SE and without
Addi t ion,  and many others by Addi t ion.  Yet chey are not endued with
the same Vir tues,  but each enjoys i ts own, according to the Dr-versi ty
oF i rs Prpn,arai  ion '  - : "c vorr  Fhis eimi I  i l rde.  Therer  rLt /u luLtv l  r  r r \Jw Y rve fvu

are many kinds of  Animals,  which I ive only in the Earth,  as are many
Creeping Things, worms and Serpents;  a lso others,  some of which are new
kinds, which before were not,  and these also proceed from Putrefactron
of the Earth.  Some inhabi t  the Waters,  as al l  k inds of  Fishes; others
f l ie through the Air ,  as every k ind of  Fly ing Things, and Birds;  some
also are nour ished in the Fire:  as the Salamander.  And besides these,
in the more hot Regions and Is. Iands, are found many other Animals,  whi-
ch to these Nal ions are unknown, which prolong their  L i fe by the Solar
Heat,  and which die so soon as brought into another Air .  So ANTIMONY'
when prepared by the Addi t ion of  Water,  assumes another Nature and com-
plexion for operat ing,  then when prepared by Fire only.  And al though
every Preparat ion of  i t  ought to be made by Fire,  wi thouL which Lhe
Vir tue of  i t  cannot be manifested; yet  consider,  that  the Addi t ion of
Earth gives r t  whol ly another Nature,  than the ,Addrt ion of  water.  So
also when ANTIMONY is subl imed in Fire through the Air ,  and further
prepared. another Vir tue,  other Powers,  and another Operat ion foI Iow,
than in the Preparat ions already descr ibed. Therefore the oi l  of
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ANTIMONY, PER SE, wi thout addi t ion,  and the true Sulphur thereof are
prepared af ter  th is Method.

Take crude HUNGARIAN ANTIMONY, put that  ground to a subt le powder,
into a GLass CUCURBITE with a f lat  bot tom, and pour thereon tne true
Vinegar of  Phi losophers rendred more acid wi th i ts o\ , , /n Sal t .  Then set-
the CUCURBITE f i rmfy c losed in Horse-dung, or B.M- to putref ie the mat-
ter  for  for ty Days, in which t ime the Body resolves i t  sel f ,  and the
Vrnegar contracts a Cofour red as Blood. Pour of f  the Vinegar,  and
pour on fresh, and do this so of ten,  as unt i l  the Vinegar can no more
l - re t - i  noed Thic hoi  nrr  d^nc f i l l - ra i l l  rhF \ / i  na.rAr thr^,rdh E).^ar >nr l! r rsYar u ' r !uuYrr rovL!,  arru

again set  i t ,  put  into a c lean Glass f i rmly c losed again in Horse-dung,
^r 

p M :c l - ,aFa-^ l -har-  i I  mrrT h,rr-16Fi6 F^r F^r iv naIc.  i -  WhiCh t ime

the Body again resolves i t  sel f ,  and Lhe Matter in the Glass becomes as
bl-ack as CALCANTHUM, or Shoemakers Ink.  when you have this Sign, then
true Solut ion is made, by which the f  ur t .her Separat ion of  Elemenrs is
procured. Put th is black matter into another Cucurbi t ,  to which apply
an Alembick,  and dj .st i I I  of f  the Vinegar wi th moderate Fire;  then the
Vr-negar passeth out c lear,  and in the bottom a sordid matter rema.Lns;
gr ind that to a subt le Powder,  and edulcorate i t  wi th dist i l led Rain

+tr^^ 
^- , ,  

i r . . , i t -h aant la ha:r  :n, ,1 
^, , f  

i r  i -  
-  

/ - i -^ , , t -F^-, , , . , iFHy rL wtLrr  yL.rL ,  oLlu puL rL rJ l  c l  LLrcurdL(Jiy w-Lf  { l

a long Neck (Lhe Circulatory must have three Cavi t ies or Bel l ies,  as
i f  three Globes were set one above anolher,  yet  d ist inct  or  apart  each
from other,  as Subl imator ies,  w:- th their  Aludel  (or  Head) are wonc co
be made, and i t  must have a long Neck l ike a phial ,  (or  Bol thead and
pour on r t  Spir i t  of  Wine highly rect i f ied.  t i l l  i t  r iseth three Fin-
gers,  above the Matter,  and havlng wel l  c losed the VesseI,  set  i r  in
a moderate heat for  tvr 'o Months.  Then folLows another new Extract ion,
an. l  ihe Sni  r i  l -  . \ f  Wi na hecnmaq I  r :nanA ronr I  r r  rar l  rc r  p, 'h '. . - - r ,  or  as was
the f i rst  Extract ion of  the Vinegar,  yea more fair .  pour of f  rhe Spi-
r i t  of  Wine thus t inged, f i l t re i r  Lhrough Paper,  and put r t  rnto a
Cucurbi t  ( the black Matter which remains set  aside, and separate f rom
fh ie I^I . \ rk.  fnr  i f  iq n^i-  nr . r f i rahlF J-ha-^i^\  +^ . ' l - i^ ! -  

- - - r r r :n Horr l/  LU wrrr- \_rr  dPP! l  orr  LrLuu

and Receiver,  and having f i rmly.  c losed aLl  Junctures,  begin Lo drst i l l
j ,n Ashes with moderate Fire;  then the Spir i t  o i  wine carr ies over the
Trncture of  ANTIMONY lr i th i t  sel f ,  the Elements separate themselves
each from other,  and the Alembeck and Recipient seem to resemble the
form of pure GoId t ransparent in Aspect.  tn the end some few Feces re-
main,  and the Golden Colour in the Glass al together fa i ls .  The red

-  " i l - i I I in. '  n.eeqad nrrer inf^ l -ha po/-oi  ! '6r  -" f  
i^F^ 

-J- l l  Lrr : -  .  _,  ,  IJU L I ITL(J d
Ci rcrr ' l  af  . l rv F. l r  f  cn ^^. '^  - - - .  . l i ( rh l -  c R\/  t  h: i -  r ' i  r r - r r ' l  : r ian aan-I  Lvr LErr L. /dy5, dl tu cr5 l l tc t l ly  t \ !yrrLr.  ! ) /  LrroL
Fr.ai i r rn iq m.ado. F. \ r  r -ho ni  I  .harahi  i  roc Cr:rr i r . r  :n;  ^^^---+^-vr (  r"E!Ev)/  urqv!Ly.  d l ru >EPoroLsr

i t  sef  f  to the bottom f  rom the Spir i t  of  t^J ine; and the Spir iL of  t^J j -ne
is again Clear,  as i t  was at  f i rst .  and swims upon the Oi l .  Which ad-
mirable Separat ion is l ike a Mj-racle in Nature:  Separate th is *OiI  f rom
the Spir i t  of  Wine by a Separatory.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Here you have not only whatsoever can be made of
ANTIMONY, but also almost al l  that  can be promised by a CHYMIST.
This is that  wi- th which af l  the Books of  a l f  CHYMISTS are f i l led,
which is involved in so many Fables,  compl icaLed in so many Rid-
dles,  and expl icated with so many obscure Commentar ies,  rhat is,
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which in aI I  the World is desired by fools,  soughl  by the Sons of
Art ,  and found by the Wise. This BASILIUS reveaLs, th is he re-
peats,  th is he inculcates;  th is is his TRIUMPHANT CHARjOT, which
he as i t  were carr ies about,  and of ten shews in the var ious Parts
of  h is Wri t ings.  Before in th is Treat ise,  he presents i t  under
the Name of an Extract ion of  Crude ANTIMONY, here i t  is  Oi l  of
ANTIMONY, soon af ter  i t  is  converted into a Stone, which is cal l -
ed the Stone of  Fire.  Thus this PROTEUS often of fers i t  sel f ,
a lways var ious,  yet  a l r . /ays Lhe same in Substance. Compare al l
these Processes, which are so of ten diversly propounded, wi th
these my Conunentar ies made upon the Extract ion of  Crude ANTIMONY,
and you wi l l  have the Work compleat in al l  i ts  Numbers;  you wi l l
have a Treasure,  in which,  i f  you know not what you have, I  re-
mit  you to AESOP'S Dunghi l l -Cock, who found a Gem in the Dunghi l l ,
but  knew not brhat he had. Consider di l igent ly,  O LOVER of CHY-
MISTRY, and you wi l l  f ind that  no man hath dea.I t  more clear ly and
sincerely wi th Thee, than BASILIUS, and me af ter  h im, who shew
thee where the Hare-I  j .es,  which so many Others have hunted in
varn- I f  now you be not here wise, you wi l l  not  be healed with
three ANTLEYRA'S. Therefore I  wi l l  add nothinq, Iest  I  make Fools
mad, who now indeed are wise.

This Oi l  is  of  a s ingular and incredible Sweetness, wi th which no
other th ing may be compared. i t  is  grateful  in Lhe Use, and dI I  Corros-
rveness is separated from i t .  No man can by CogiLacion ;udge, by Un-
derstanding comprehend, what incredible Effects,  potent Powers,  and
nrof i  l -ahl  e \ / i r inps aro in rhic Pnrral  n i l . Therefore,  to th is SULPHUR
of ANTIMONY, I  have given no other Name, than my B. l lsom of Li fe;  because
i t  ef fects very much, by the Grace of  GOD, in those, in whom was no
hal  n io l - re honcd f  or  .  Frnt '  hw l -  ha Mprr^w ^ '  ^^^ - ' r  - -  remarned bLrLvI LIL 

' rLrLI  
v!  i tuLLttrr9

a most certain expecLaLion oI  changing Li fe wi th DeaLh; as my BreaLhren
can h/ l tness hath been of ten done. I t  refresheth a man so, as i f  he were
new born; i t  pur i f ies the B]ood; mixt  and exhibr i ted wi th the Tincture
of CoraIs,  i t  c leanseth the Leprosie,  and expels every Scab, which th-
rough impuri ty of  the Blood takes Root in man. I t  dr ives away Melan-
choly and sadness of  Heart , i t  conf i rms the Junctures,  and above al l -
strenothens thc Hcar* '  ' '^-  ^ :  "^-  "" 'L 1-he Maoisrerv oF D^ar ls.  AIsoJ Lr srrY wrrErr  9rvcrr
i t  helps the Memory,  and in Swouni-ng a more noble Med. ic ine is not found.
i f  s ix drops of  i t  mixt  wi th equal  parts o[  Oi I  of  Crnnamon be put upon
the Tongue, and the Nostr iLs and Arter ies be anointed with a l i t t le of
the Essence of  Saffron.

Ah Good GOD, whaL moves me to speak, wr i te,  and invent mdny Things!
For t  suppose I  shal l  t ind few among the DOCTORS, who wi l )  g ive absol-
ute Credi t  to these my Wri t ings,  which I  have declared fai thful ly,  inst-
ead of  a Testament,  to my Disciples,  Apost les.  and Fol lo\rers;  but  Others '
who before knew these wonderful  Ef fects,  and have of ten in Truth exper-
ienced these Vir tues.  wi l l  more accurately atLend, and more easi ly be-
l ieve, and for th is bounty of  mine (vrz.  because I  have opened. by the
permission of  GOD, the Powers and Vir tues whj-ch are infused in the



Creatures,  and have as i t  were f reed them from Prison, brought them to
Light,  and unto f ree operat ion )  g ive me thanks, and speak honourably
of  me, af ter  I  am reduced to Dust in the Grave.

^-^r1^^- 
. ,^ . ,  +^ , l - iwo),  Lv 

- , ,ve 
ANTIMONY, wi thout Addi t ion,  over by Alembeck is

this.

Make a REGULUS of ANTIMONY. by TARTAR and SAL-NrTRE, as r  above tau-
ght,  gr ind th is subt i ly ,  put  i t  in a great round Class,  and place i t
in a moderaLe heat of  Sand. This way the ANT IMONY wi l l  be subl imed;
whatsoever shal l  be subl imed, that  dayly put down wrth a Feather,  that
aL length i t  may remain in the Bottom, and there persist  unt i l  nothing
more of  i t  can be subl- imed. but the whole remains f ixed in the Bottom.
Then is your REGULUS f ixed and preciprtated PER SE. But consider.  here
. is  reoui  red a srr f  f  ic i^^+ - im^ ah^ r^n6t i t ion of  the Labour of ten.  be-rJ rsYurrrv

fore you can obtain that .  This Red Precipi tate take ouL, gr ind i t  to
a subt le Powder,  which spread upon a f lat  and clean Stone, set  i t  rn a
cold moist  Place and there Let i t  remain for  s ix Months;  at  length the
Precipi tate begins to resolve i t  sel f  into a red and pure Liquor,  and
the Feces or Earth is separated from i t .  The Sal t  of  ANTIMONY, I  say,
. 'n lv rac. \ l  r roc i I  qalc:  "L:^h Fi I for  :nd nrr t  into a Curcur-urrry lervr  L,LU La\ luu!  ,  q, 'u 

vuL U

hi{-  +h-F ;+ m-.  1- ,^ nannancor l  F\ \ /  6vr- .>-t-  i^n 
^f  

t -h6 nhlonm. 
-- .1 -^- i^rJIL,  Lr lc lL LL rr tcry rJc uvr.vc ' rcL Prtr<Yt" t  d l 'u oYd rr t

cal-  i f  in I  mnier 
^ l -^^ 

FL-^-, . , i1I  ; i -  , ;^1^ . ,^ , ,  f  r iF, . -y\ . -Fr lq qcn^r-
L yraLs Ylcru yvu y-Lo'J

are these from their  phlcgm, and Lhey wi l l  be pel ]ucid,  mixt  wi th a
red Colour;  but  when aga. in pur i f ied become white.  Then is made the
true Sal t r  of  ANTIMONY, as I  have of ten prepared i t .

*KIRKRINGIUS- Or LIKE [^I ]TH LIKE, is a Proverb amONgSt GTCCKS, ANd
here manifest  in our Chymical  Works.  For th is Sal t  acuates aLl
MENSTRUUMS; for their  more easie extracLion of  MetaIs;  but  those
Extract ions must.  which are made of  ANTIMONY, as of  a Mineral  to
i t  of  af f in i ty and l ike.

This Sal t  dry.  and mix \^rr th i t  VENICIAN Earth (whrch is cal led TRIPEL)
three ParLs,  and in strong Fire disLi I I  i t .  F i rst  a whi te Spir iL comes
off ,  af  terh 'ard a red Spir i t ,  which also resolves i t  sel f  into whl te.
Rect i f ic  th is Snir i f  nonFl,  :nr l  c ' rht i  1r '  i -  1 Ar\ .  

^r  
m^icr  BALNEO. andJt/+149

so you wi l l  have another whi te oiL dist i l led f rom the Sal t  of  ANTIMONY.
This oi l ,  but  why do T cal l  iL oi I? This Spir i t ,  I  should rather say,
s ince the SaIt  is  d ist i l led in a Spj-r iLuaI manner.  in Quartans and oth-
er Feavers of ten manifests i ts v i r tues,  and is very conducent in break-
ing rhe Stone of  the Bladder;  i t  provokes Urine, and is proEitable in
the cout.  Outwardly appl ied to old corrosive Wounds, which have their
Operat ion f rom MARS, i t  pur i f ies Lhem. Also,  th is Spir i t  ot  the SalL
of ANTIMONY pur i f ies the whole Blood,as the SaIt  of  Gold doth.  And
:  l  t -hnrrnh i  n ha- l  i  

-a 
rrarrr  m:nrr  nrhar ni  

-o.-o- ^-  " '  ^ f  
i  l -ahl  \ /  .an-

pl ied,  yet  i t  is  not  so perfect ,  as the above descr ibed red Oi l  of  ANTI-
Mnl\ Iv ih r , 'h i  nh i t -c c,r ' l  

^h!rr  
iq dodrrnod l -^ l -ha hiohoqt.  nrrr i r :

- -  Jurt , r rur  r  PUL t l r -s! ! r  arru 
-c|J-

arated, as T said;  Lherefore I  forbear to speak more of  chis.

Now, s. ince I  have trealed of  the Sulphur and Sal t  of  ANTTMONY, and
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shevred how they may be reduced into OiI  and Spir i t ,  to be subservient
to Mcdic ine: 'T hcrc ! -^^! :  - r r rn.)qp i - . r  qneAk nF i_19 MERCURY,  L leoLtI tY r  l /uruvJs Lv JvLu^ v!  r

also, and to manifest  what Medicine l ies absconded, and as i t  were bur-
ied in i t -

Take the REGULUS of ANTIMONY, made in such manner,  as I  above taught,
eight Parts.  Sal t  of  Humane Urine clar i f ied and subl imed, one Part .
Sal-Armoniack one Part ;  and one Part  of  Sal t  of  Tartar.  Mix al l  the
Safts together in a Glass,  and having poured on strong Wine-Vinegar,
fute i t  wi th the Lut ing of  Sap. ience, and digest the Sal ts wi th the Vine-
gar for  an int i re Month in convenient Heat;  af terward put aI I  into a
Cucurbi t ,  and in Ashes dist i l l  of t  the Vinegar.  that  the Sal ts may re-
main dry.  These dry Sal ts mix wi th three Parts of  VENETIAN Earth,  and
by Retort  d ist i l l  the M. ixture wi th stronq Fire,  and you wi l l  have a won-
r lorF,r l  qni  r i  r -  'nhi  c cni  r i  r  n. \ , ' r  , .n. \n f  he af  oresaid REGULUS of ANTIMONYvv4lrLvt /+i lg

reduced to Powder,  and set the whole in putrefact ion for  two Months.
Then gent ly dist i l l  the Vinegar f rom i t ,  and with what remains mix a
fourfold weight o[  the t i i ings of  Steel ,  and with v io]ent Fire dist i l l
l - r \ /  Rpir1rf  -  'hpn .  f  he qni  r i  r  . \ l  q:  I  r  u/h i .h naqqarh . \ r r l -  

^"r f  ieS ovef

with i t  sel f  the MERCURY of ANTIMONY in the species of  Fume. wherefore
in rh ic . \nar>t-  inn rrn, ,  IU r  - r^rr  RF.- i  nr . inf  r^r ' i  f  h:  I

rvr '  r ! ,u " 'urL 
dPPry d 9!sdL r \sLf  t , rL L rar9E ( ]uar ' -

t i ty  of  water in i t ,  so doing, the Spir i t  of  SaIt  wi l l  be mixed with
the Water,  but  the I '1ERCURY col lected in the Bottom of the Glass into
true Lrvrng MERCURY*.

*KIRKRINGIUS- t^ lhat  were ARCANUM'S in the t imes of  Basi l ius,  are
now in our l imes but vulgar Chymical  Works.  Hob,r  of ten shal l  we
f ind any One, who numbers himsel f  among true CHYMISTS, that  as
ignorant of  the Way of  making MERCURY of ANTIMONY? Either in
this manner,  as BASILIUS teacheth,  or  in another.  For varJ,ous
Art i f icers have now invented var ious Methods, and every one useth
that,  he best approves of .

Behold,  O Lover of  ar t ,  I  have shewed you, how oF ANTIMONY may be
made Running MERCURY. which very many have so long, and in so many Parts
of  the World sought;  and how we may use this MERCURY with praise in
l4edic ine, I  wi f l  here discover and set down in Wri t ing.

Take in the Name of the Lord,  of  th is MERCURY one Part . ,  express i t
through a Skin.  and pour on iL oI  red Oi l  of  Vi t r iot  h iqhly rect i f ied,
four Parts-  Extract  the Oi l - ,  and the Spir i ts of  the Oi l -  wi l - t  remain
with the I4ERCURY: Force i t  wi th vehement Fire,  and somewhat wi l l  be sub-
I imed. This Subl imate again put down upon the Earth in the Bottom.
Then pour on other OiI ,of  the same weight as before,  and repeat th is
labour a th i rd t ime. The fourth t ime, put the Subl imate which ascends
with the Earth,  and gr ind both together,  and the whole wi l l  be c lear
and pure,  l j -ke a SPECULUpI or Crystal .  Put th is into a Circulatory,
and pour on i t  a ] ike werght of  Oi ]  of  Vi t r io l ,  and thr ice so much Spi-
r i t  of  wine. Circufate unr i l  Separat ion be made. and at  length the
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MERCURY resolve i t  sel f  into OiI ,  and f loat  about I ike OiI  OLive. When
you see this"  separate th is OiI  f rom the other Liquor,  and put i t  into
a Circulatory,  and there pour on strong dist i l led Vinegar,  and permit
i t  so to rest  for  about twenty Days. Then this OiI  again acquires i ts
o ' rn Gravi ty,  and sett les Lo the Bottom; and whatsoever Venenosi ty was
in i t ,  remains in the Vinegar,  which wi l l  be tenebrous and al together
confused*.

*KIRKRINGIUS- There is no need of  Torches at  Noon Day, nor of
Commentar i .es in so perspicuous a Descr ipt ion,  by which BASILIUS
teacheth to make the MERCURY of ANTIMONY. Begin Ie isurely,  g ive
heed to aI l  part iculars,  and your Work shaII  never deceive you.
Lest I  should darken the Author,  I  desist  f rom Comment ing; but
add, that  I  doubt not,  but  that  th is MERCURY wi l l  manifest  won-
derful  Ef fects in the Humane Body: Yet I  have not exper ienced i ts
Vir tues for the heal th of  Animals,  therefore mv Commentar ies must
not exceed my Exper ience,

But in the Emendat ion of  Metals,  i t  shews i t  sel f  to be indued
with s i -ngular Vir tues.  For I  say,  and clear ly aFf i rm, he that
can br inq th is Oi l  here descr ibed by BASILIUS, Lo Lhe state ot  a
f ixed Stone, may glory that  he hath a f ixed Tincture,  only infer-
iour to the one only King of  Kings, the Great Stone of  Phi losop-
hers.  When thou hast proceeded thus f  . r r ,  O Lover of  Chymistry,
9o not back, nor take of f  thy hand from the Plough; but go on
cheerful ly,  perhaps in so great a Crove.

The Golden Branch, wi th Leaves and Twiggs of  Gold
wi l l  shew i t  sel f  in Time-

This is a great ARCANUM, and seems repugnant to Nature,  that  th is
OiI  should f i rst  swim, and af terward being rendered more ponderous,
sett le to the Bottom. But consider,  the oi l  of  Vi t r io l  is  a lso Heavy,
yet r , rhen the MERCURY in i ts Separat ion is not al together pure,  i t  stands
above i t ;  but  when the impure Lightness is taken from.i t  by Vinegar,
because the Vinegar assumes that,  then the OiIs receives i ts just  wei-
ght,  becomes compact,  and sett les to the Bottom. This is the Oi l  of
the MERCURY of ANTIMONY, which is the fourth Column of  Medicine.

Now come hj- ther you Lepers !  Where be you? I  wi I I  suppi-y you with
Means for Heal th.  This Oi l  is  prof i table against  the Apoplexy,  comforts
the Braj-n,  makes a man j -ndustr ious,  and cher isheth the v i ta l  Spir i ts
of  the Head. I f  any one hath laboured long with gr ievious Diseases,
and wi l l  for  some t ime dayly use this Oi l ,  h is Hairs and Nai ls wi l l
fa l - I  of f r  and he wi l l  be renovated, as a man new-born.  AI l  the elood
in the Humane Body is by i t  so pur i t ied,  as every Evi I  is  taken of t
f rom i t ,  and expel Ied.  This heals the FRENCH DISEASE, which we have
I ,a i .c lw inhpr i t -a/ l .  F^r hrr  th iq Mcr i in ina i t  ic  r :d in: l lv , -vt i rn: tcd

And, to comprehend much in few words, Lhe praise of  Lhis oi l  is  greater
in l , ledic ine,  than can be expressed by Speech or Wri t ing.

I . lhy do we, miserable Mortafs,  taken from the Earth,  and ready to

71



return j -nto Earth,  st ick here? Why do we not hasten to give Thanks to
GOD our CREATOR, for  th is Medicine so merci fu l ly  granted to Us? You
DOCTORS ( i f  i t  p l ,ease the cods )  of  e i ther Medicine, come to me a rel-
ig ious man and Servant of  GOD, I  wi l l  mani fest  to you vrhat your Eyes
never saw, and wi l l -  shew you the way of  Heal th and Sani ty,  which be-
fore you never knew- Yet i f  any one be found among you, who understands
my Processes, and the way of  Preparat ion,  better than I ;  let  h im, I
pray,  not be s i lent .  or  set  a SeaI to his Lips;  for  here I  stand ready
f - r  ' la,arn n. \ r  

^m 
T aShamed fprther tO inorr i re-  and dcsire i .L^!  r : -L!

Lv rrrYuf ls l rYrrLt

which before I  knew not.  For f  have of ten said,  that  th is our Li fe is
circumscr ibed with more strai t  L imits.  then that one man should be able
to search out al l  Things, which Nature bears absconded in her Bosom.
But on the contrary,  I  being the Author,  Iet  them be si lent ,  who have
exncr ienced Iess fhe- r  - - r  i6 tL^. '  L-ve not at ta ined co a sol id Under-r  r  Lrrsy rrd

standing of  my Wri t ings,  let  them not aLtempt Lo amend them, or ( I iN.e
Brawlers )  wi th inconsiderate words reprehend, what they never Iearned
in the Schools,  and the Processes of  which they never received from
men ski l l -ed in the Law. For my Terms otherwise sound, and signi f ie
other than theirs,  who oppose themselves against  me. and who are asham-
ed of  the Labour of  Plant ing Trees, and of  Graft ing f ru icful  Sprouts
thereon; therefore they always abide among dry and withered WiId Trees,
and can never at ta in to any Branch of  green, sappy, and weII  manured
Fru.r- t  Trees.

l l>qtah h^l-  T cr l r  n m>h ovnar i  onnod i  
^  ^, t r  ^  

r r  \ /^ , r r  qanf an-AJur '  v Porr  yvur

of ludging, and be not wi l l ing to condemn, what you have not yet  your
cot F : r^nrr i  rar t  hrr  . r lh^, .^hrF 

^-  ^r  
i  

-^^ 
H,.  n i  cr_i  nt  i  na M:nrr  i  mnrrrdanr mongq vl  r . , \JuY

f requent ly say.  Fishes are f rozen in Waters;  but  these discover therr
own imprudence and want of  Knowledge. For i t  wi l l  never be proved, that
a Fish,  even in the bi t terest  winter wi l l  ever be frozen j -n waters,  as
long as the Ice of  those Waters is dayly broken by the di l igence of
Mortals-  But the reason why f ishes dye, is because, when the Ice is
not opened, their  respirat ion is hindred, and they thence are suf focated.
For i t  mav eaqi lv he nrnvp, i  l -h^f  nn An: " ' - -  to ic the

"rq ) '  sqrr ! l '  v< P!(Jvsq,

use of  Air  is  denied. whence i t  may wel l  be concluded, that  those f is-
hes, which are found dead under the Water,  in an extream CoId Season,
die not of  CoId (as men of  l i t t le understanding think) but because they
are depr ived of  Air .  By l ike Reason ( that  we may apply th is Example )
I  say;  s ince ANTIMONY, is to produce such admirable Frui ts,  i t  is  to be
taken out of  the t" lountains;  but  f i rst ,  by the Care of  che Miners spira-
cles,  or  breathing places, are to be made for i t ,  and af terwards i t  must
be prepared with water,  Air ,  and Fire,  as wi th auxi l iary t ' lediums, lest
i ts f ru i t fuLness be suffocated in the Earth.  But wi th many and labour-
ous Preparat ions of  Art i f ice,  i t  must be manifested and brought to Lrg-
ht ,  for  the expected Sanat ion of  Diseases, by reason of  which i t  hath
been so Iong sought into.

Where now, O Wretch I  Who contemnest ANTIIVIONY, and among alL men acc-
usest i t  as mere Venom, where is thy Rhetor ick,  or  Dialect ,  wherewith
to defend thv sel f? But s ince thou understandest nei ther White '  nor
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Black, nor Green, nor Red, nor YeIIow; nor knowest which way to go ab-
out to just i - f  ie ANTIMONY, i ts Vir tue,  Power and Ut i l i ty ,  being unknown
to thee, thou doest welL, i f  thou keepest Si lence, and permit test  th is
Reprehension of  thy Ignorance, as a Wave dr iven wj. th vehement wind to
Flrr  nrrar i -h '  H6-^.  E^-- i - -  !L- !  I r  

-L-)se WindS and Waves shorr ld l - rp ora_Lrry I rEqu, !c:q!aIrY vYlrru> artL.r  yvctvt i5 rrrvuf  v uL [ , rs-

dominant,  thy own weak and frai l  Bark would be sunk and submerged.
To avoid th is per i l ,  seasonably caLf upon thy Sleeping Master,  as the
Disciples of  our SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST did,  when they feared they should
per ish.  Yet th is must not be done with a dissembled and feigned, but
\ . r i th a t rue and pure Heart ,  wi thout aI I  Hypocr is ie;  then your Redempt-
ion and Help wi l l  undoubtedly fo l low, so that in al l  Ver i ty you wiI-L see
and f ind the Winds and the Sea to obey you, and al l  Things to be brought
to the desired End.

I  wish man were but so disposed, as he would study to obtain somewhat
with Iabour and Di l igence, then certainly the Gods, the Presidents of
Prosper i ty and Art  would give Success, by which such a Disciple and
Fol- Iower o[  Art  might be assured, that  in the wished School  of  ArL,  and
desired Domici l  of  Grace, Fel ic i ty and Health should not be denied him,
but that  he himsel f  should certainly see and f ind the Foundat ion of  the
Corner Stone, upon which he mj-ght commodiously bui ld up aI I  the other
Orders of  Stones. Then would cease the so many evi l ly  founded Imper-
t inencies of  BabIers,  which in the Schools stun the Ears of  Disciples,
and j -n Houses the Ears of  the Sick;  and the Mattet  i t  sel f  would speak,
as 1t  were wi th open Mouth,  and by certain Exper ience conf i rm. that  a
Cast le or Palace of  Stone cannot so easi ly be set on Fire and burnt .  as
a Pidgeon-House, or the old Nest of  a Stork composed of  rot ten wood.
end davlv d. ied mnre and moro Lrv thF qnn.

But my Audi tor  and Disciple,  do thou with sharp Judgement weigh Lhrs
my sincere InIormat ion,  and with fervent desire str ive to penetrate the
inmost Center of  Art ,  which by the external  Face can be known by no man;
prosecute and press af ter  the Vir tue and Power thereof,  no otherwise,
than as a Hunter pursues a wi ld Beast;  search out i ts Footsteps throu-
gh the Snow, that  you may r ight ly dist ingulsh,  and not take an Hart  in-
stead of  an Hind, or an Hare instead of  a Fox, or give a fa lse est im-
al-  a l -ha16,. \€ Fv arr i  na f  ram i  tc paar-cto^- I . i^ l  I  \ r^ , r r  N6f cr  u l  err t IY Lr

and take a mult i tude of  Fishes, according to your own Wish, or Desire.
Place your Threads as is behooful ,and dispose of  the Birds,  which aI l -
ure others to their  p lace, and by th is way of  Fowl ing you wiI I  fu l f i l l
your desire wiLh prof i t -  That by these, to every Searcher I  may br ief-
Iy propose my Admonit ion and Advice,  I  say:  My Fr iend the Hunter,  d is-
pose r ight ly your Nets and Instruments for  Hunt ing as behoveth;  and
you Mariner.  who Night and Day sai l  through the vast Seas, and are o. [ -
ten dr iven hi ther and thi ther by the Winds, give heed to the Point  of
your Compass, and undoubtedly you wiI I  reap prof i t ,  and not br ing home
your Ship,  swif t ly  returning, wi thout great cain of  Merchandize.

But why do I  t reat  of  many things, or spend t ime unprof i tab).y (as
tat l ing Sophisters are wont to do) in beat ing out the empty Chaff?
r  :m r lacoirror l  .  r  , ,1. !  n^1- lnnrnf i t :h l r r  cnpnd mw f  ime- tctr  eI I  the Words!eev+_t
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in my Wri t ings are of  use, and in them are found . [ew empty Letters,
which contain not some Uri l i ty  together wi th a prof i table Instruct ion,
so that the t ime I  spend in Wri t ing wi f l  rather be a Recreat ion,  than
a Burthen to me. Therefore now, af ter  the manner of  Pencers,  I  wi l l
s tep back one pace, and into the Chymical  Laboratory infer a new Docr ' -
r ine of  External  Things; v iz.  shew, that  ANTIMONY is of  such a Nature,

ho nronrrar i  <a .ac tn r . ' i  o l . l  nrpc.Fnf heln in Medi. inc ncrf inenfqr r"u/  v!  vrLvq!uu

to ExternaL wounds, which manifoldly of fer  themselves Lo us,  and are de-
clared by Chirurgry.  Therefore I  wi l l  beqin and br iet ly explain my
Processes, v iz.  how that is to be used in Medicine, and how i t  may pro-
f i tabl  y be prepared.

Whosoever thou art ,  among Junior Students,  that  desirest  to search
our the OccuLt th ings o[  Nature,  and Lo br ing her hidden Sec,rets to
Light,  at tend to whaL t  say,  Lhat thou mayst be able to dist inguish

^-r  what is c lear f rom the obscure.r /d y ! ru",  r r fY! 'Lr  q i ru

Take of  HUNGARIAN ANTIMONY one part ,  Common Sal t  hal f  a part ,  and six
^---^ ^€ ^D/- I r r^ 

6^f  l - \ , , rhr  nr inr i  : l l  i - . \ . r . \1-har anr]  drct  r  I l  r rahempnl-  l r r
Pdr Ls \Jr / lWrL 

'  
Yr

wj-th a cont inual  Fire wi thout Intermission and at  length an Oi l  wi l l  come
F^r i .h.  r r r \m f  h iq ,e l -1crra-r-  i l -c ph 6,-rm h'  DiSt i t ldt ion,  LhaL a red dry
Powder may remain in the bottom of the CUCURBIT. This Powder grrnd

subt i ly ,  and resol .ve i t  into a Liquor,  upon a NlarbIe Stone; and you
wi l l  have a red shining Balsom for wounds, which far exceeds very many
other Balsoms, I ts Use* rs.pr incipal l -y in Wounds, which have been a
long t ime open, and in the Cure of  which the DOCTORS with their  Plais-
cers;  Unguents.  Oi Is and Ligaments could ef Iect  nothing; but wi th very
crraFF nisorA.a ihev , : -  l6noi-h f  .ak,-  of f  che Horse's Br id le and Saddle,
and return him to the Stable,  whence they had him.

*KIRKRINGIUS- A wise General  o[  an Army so disposeth hjs SoLdiers
i -1 1- imo.\ f  Fi . rhf  in.r  fhaF in thc heoi  p11 inn nF i - tF Qif  l -16 LhevL r  !YIL r"Y, LIqL

good and strong Soldiers f ight ,  and in the End of  the same the
best and most strong come to deal  wi th the Enemy; but such as are
not powerful  enough. for  the f i rst  an last  Encounter,  in Arms or
srrength,  are by him placed in the midst ,  that  theY may take Ex-
ample of  f ight ing f rom the Former,  and hope of  help and Victory
[rom the Later.  The Emperiour js imitated by the Orator '  in p]-
acing his Arguments so,  as he may overcome the minds of  men.
BASILIUS imitates the orator,  in disposing his Processes so. as
h^ h-,  r^ i^ l r i -  n i -^ inta rn C:ni  enr-a :nd che FrUitS OI WiSdOm.
"s " ,oy 

r_/ t rurP rs Lv rqtJrr

we have already had famous Processes, and in explalning them have
used our Endeavour,and contr ibuted some Light.  Now fol low those,
that are in themselves clear enough, and not of  so great moment
as the former;  therefore we shal l  no!  insist  upon them.

Mv F^rm n€ cna:Lind qrr /^rrrc . \F qimnl i r - i t r r .  fnr  I  am e man pal  i . r i . \ r rql .y t -  \ r ! " r  \Jr  rPEa^r-rrY 
-  

vL Jrr"}J! !

to whom the Method of  Secular Men is unknown; therefore cannot so c lear-
I  \ ,  . la i6.- f  :n. l  daqr-r i  ^^ *he Matter i t  sel  f  seems to re-rus c l I I  t l l l -L lv-

^,r ; - -  
Srr-h i  + l - ,^  m^rh- l^^-- . , -^ ! r^ 

^-^^^r en fnrmal lw
-. ,*--  J5 I ,  d5 L(J Lr lg lc l r l lJ  rv rv l r r rq I  I  I
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use them, desires to be pardoned in th is,  and i f  he neglect  any thing
therein,  he craves the candid Acceptat ion of  af l  men, and in respect
of  h is State of fers himsel f  wi l l ing and ready to serve aI I  CHRISTIANS
nA\/  an. l .  Nirrhf  :nd hrr  h i  c Drrrrare 1- 

^ 
cnn ^^ rL ' i  

-  
r l - ,^ i  

-  
D^. . . : r . .er  uv I  cLv" 'vErr

novolence.

This OiI  is  salutary in many gr ievious Accidents,  and espec j .a l Iy in
old wounds, so that few Medicines are found, which must not give place
to th is.  OnIy that  OiI ,  which is prepared with Lhe Vulgar Subl imate of
Apothecar ies,  is  equal  unto i t  in Effects,  and is of tent imes by Exper-
ience found to be better,  especial ly in the WOLF an CANCER, and in the
NOLI Iv lE TANGERE. BUL in ordinary Fistula 's,  and the HERPES the super-
iour OiI  ef fects wonders,  which were they not conf i rmed by Exper ience,
could not be bel ieved and al f  which I  reci te not,  lest  some one or
other should judge me to do i t  f rom Ambit ion,  or  that  thence I  hunt af-
ter  Fame, which was never by me ei ther sought or desired; nor ar thrs
trme, as I  can holr ly af f i rm, is i t  a imed at  by ne.

Now I  vr i l l  g ive you the Preparat ion of  another Oi l .

Take MERCURY mort i f ied (which is subl imed to c learness and Splendour,
and sold by Apothecar ies )  and ANTIMONY, of  each equal  parts.  Gr ind them

- . r l l  them lrrz qrrr-h :  Ra-^rf  a- , - , : t t  ,^-- ,n fha C^ir iFcLuysLtrsr  * , .  LU!L.  ct5 wtMcLdl. .

thr ice,  and af terward rect i f ie th is OiI  wi th Spir i t  of  Wine. Then the
Operat ion is absolved, and the Oi l  becomes red as Blood; but at  f  j - rst
i t .  is  White,  and I ike Ice or congealed Butter.  This Oi l  ct fects won-
ders in many Affects,  where Nature gave no hope of  Amendment,  and ic
always most ly shews i ts force,  v i rcue, power,  and ef f icacy,  in the per-
fect  Emendat ion of  Evi I  into Good.

By Addi t ion may be prepared another OiI  very prof i table in external
Wounds.

Take of  ANTMONY one part .  SULPHUR one part ,  SAL ARMONIACK, or Sal t
of  Ur ine pur i f ied hal f  a parr ,  and CALX-VIVE two parts.  Expel  the Oi l
strongly;  whatsoever is subl imed, that  gr ind $r i th the CAPUT-MORTUUM,
and thereon again pour the Oi l  d ist i l led of f ,  and thr i -ce dist i l l  i t ;
then the Oi l  is  prepared.

When old Wounds can in no wise be healed, then use !ht-s OiI .  Eor i t
is  strong, potent and penetrat ive and lays a good Ground (even as Oi1
of Vi t r io l  doth) for  future Sanat ion.

An admirable BaIsom of divers Ingredients (among which is ANTIMONY)
very useful  in old Wounds, is thus prepared.

Take of  SULPHUR 4 Ounces set i t  over a moderate Fire to melt ,  and
put into i t  hal t  a pound of  MERCURY. and st i r  the Mixture so long to-
gether,  as unt i l  both become one Mass. This Mass gr ind to Powder ( for
i t  is  made as CINNABAR is wont to be prepared) then gr ind wi th J- t  4
Ounces of  ANTIMONY, of  red ARSENICK 4 Ounces, of  CROCUS MARTIS 2 Ounces
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and of  Powder of  Ti les 8 Ounces. Put a1I these into a Glass Cucurbi t ,
and subl ime themr as such things are wont ot  be subl  imed; and in th is
Subl imatr-on you wi l l  have Rubies in Colour not infer iour to the Orien-
t^ l  -  h l r { -  l -  harr  : ro n. \ t  f  i  war l  .  f  ar  r .  h6\ /  . ra rralrr i  la :n/ ]  €1rr  Frnm rhoL r I  r  L

Fire.  Let  Lhe Art i f icer separate these Rubies f rom the Cinnabar,  which
ascends in the Subl imat ion r  gr ind them to Powder and extract  them with
- r - '^h^ 

\ / ih^^-F .Fl . \ i  e hpi  nrr  dnna 1ar hip abStraCt the Vineoar leasrrre_

Iy in B.M. and a Powder vr i l l  remaj-n;  th is Powder gr ind smalL as before,
and having put-  i t  into another cIass,  extracL i ts Tincture wirh Spir i t
of  Wine, and separate Lhe remaining Feces. This Extract ion wi th Spir i t
of  Wine digest in B.M. vrel l  c losed for one Month.  Then abstract  the
Spir i t  of  Wine, as you abstracted the Vinegar,  put  of  the remalning
Powder of  Wine into a f lat  Glass Dish, and set that  Dish in a Cel lar
into a Pai l  tu l l  of  Water,  that  i t  may swim upon the Water,  as a BoaL.
So doing, the Powder which is in the Glass wi l l  in a few days resolve
rt  sel f  into a- c lear and Derlucid Liquor.

This Liquor is salutary in old open Wounds, and is a vulnerary Bal-
som in l ike Accidents,  i f  put  into them, and they covered round with a
common St ipt ick Plaister.  In diuternal  open Wounds, i t  leaves no man
dest i tute of  help,  a l though such. as in the Cure of  which al l  other Re-
medies have been tr ied in vain,  Of open Ulcers;  which have cheir  Or ig-
ian. j .  f rom within,  I  speak not here;  for  they cannor perfecr ly be healed
without internal  Remedies,  which dry up al I .  Fluxrons, and radical ly ex-
t i rpate the Disease; al though at  th js t ime few are lound, who bend their

- '  touch the Root ic sel l  of  choseL] ' rJwoyal ly\- \ ' ,u l -JgLU

Diseases, of  which I  now treat.

I f  l len would in their  Minds wel l  consider the Calamit ies of  L i fe.  into
which the FaII  of  our f i rst  Parents precipi ted us,  and ser iously weigh
that Original  Sin,  and the great t roop oI  Evi ls chence issuing, Viz.  oL
q,adn6cc Anr-rrr i  qh ni-^a-^-  

-^/ l  
\ , i -aF;^-  Fh6r '  

^6r ' t - r in l r ;  
r . ,a,r l . l  c^6. . l  r -hairr  6rrYuaJ,,  rE- r  r - ,s l  r  )  wvg-u rpqr.u L. ,L 

-r
t ime better,  and imploy more labour to search out the heal th of  their
neighbours,  so str ict ly commended to them by the Supream Ruler of  Hea-
ven, and by him commanded as their  propcr Duty.  But how many (wi th gr ief
be i t  spoken I  )  shunning labour,  consume their  t ime unprof i tably,  and do
not what was to be done by them, but what they formerly have done, and
st i l l  have a lust  to do, being af f rayed to do so much, as wi I I  soi l  th-
eir  Fingers Ends; as i f  they envied the Tradesman, who perhaps gets
a smal l  Gain by sel l ing Soap, which they would not wi .  I l ingly buy, to
h/ash their  del icate hands. Are not aI l  we mi-serable }4ortals,  that  1 j -ve
here,  Strangers in the Earth,  possessi  ng nothing, thar we can caI l  ours?
Are not al l  Things we here use, the Goods of  our LORD, lent  to us,  whi-
l -st  we l ive and no longer? Therefore we ought so to behave our selves
in using them, that  supported with a good Conscience \ l /e may be able to
stand in that  Day, in which an Account is to be given for them; and be
not for  our Ingrat i tude cast into Pr ison. and ut ter  Darkness where shal l
be weeping and gnashing of  Teeth.  I f  th is were the Meditat ion,  and
this the Intent ion of  every Man, he would be l ike a Monster,  i f  he sho-
uld th ink of  admit t ing Sin in himsel f ,or  of  neglect ing his OfFice;  and
al l  Men would,  wi th a certain Emulat ion str ive to pleasure their  Nei-
ghbours,  wi th the Gif ts received from cOD. But these things are remote
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f rom the thoughts of  the World,  and Worldly Men; MONEY, MONEY, MONEY,
is the Scope of  a l l  their  IntenLions; th is the Porent seek direct ly or
indirect ly,  and for th is the Poor are subservient to them, that  they
also may part ic ipate of  the Mammon of Tniqui ty.

var-  r - rLa h^6. i  r  5d\r i  ca \ . ' . ) |  i . r  f  akp hocd I  aef  f  ho Rr ' \nac Of that  Fle-
eh <l- i -L ina in vn"r  .nh.^at-  crr f f^-r t -A r /^rr  

^r  
iha R:clz-hnr^- ^F cr i  

- ta^-r \J ! "  yvu! veu s* luu r  vr  -vvr le- '5 (JI  .E J-5l l t j5

pierce your Heart .  But.  what doth Admonit ion help which the World I i t -
c --r  - lFr idaqt Ha^r T nra|  Hiqir \ r \ . .  OI lealn ar,  r  [ ] ,

Parable.  When T; according to my Vow, undertook a Pi lgr image to St.
. lAMtrq.  Fn rr i  c i  I  t -  h.at-  hnl  r r  p l  a qirrn.rar ' l  nr : r rpd l -  . - \  / -^r \  r^A

Lrruu rrv!1 u r-rq, 'vq!  
'  

L P-a)

bound mysel f  wi th a Vow. that  i f  he granted me an happy ReLurn to my
Monastery,  I  would render him due Praise.  He granted my Request,  and
l  dai l /  return Thanks to him. But I  thought many more would have re-
jo iced with me, and have given thanks ro the same cOD, for  the famous

sel f  a Name, in th is per ishing VaI ley o.E Tears,  that  could not be wip-
ed out by any Obl iv ion.  Yet hence few were rendred ei ther better,  or
mr.r-a . r rAipf  r l  t -^  r :a\n -  for  qcr ctraar a henef i t :  hr t f  nerqprzered in Der is-

ion and Contempt of  that ,  which GOD wi l l  v indicate in the last  Day.

BUt oF rhese enorroh i r  th iq * ime lof  l ]s  n-or-ood in nrrr  InSLrUCtiOn
of ANTIMONY, whence yet-  anorher Medicine mat be prepared, which I  my
calF h:uo ovncr i  onr-od r^ F.a rrorrr  c: lnt-rrrr  rn,4 of  F6^r, , .1 in arrarrr  k inr l.  ]  , ' , . . *
of  Feavers.  and in the Pest i lence.

Grind ANTIMONY subt i ly ,  put  i t  into a Glass Retort ,  and dist iL l  i t
wi th a strong f i re.  wrthout any Addi t ion,  J or 4 crmes, and always with
a large Rece-Lving Vessel ;  at  lengLh of  iL is made a Red Powder,  which
extract  wi th Vinegar,  and circulate the ExLract ion vr i th a genLIe f i re
for ten whole Days, abstract  the Vinegar by Dist i l t ing,  and that which
remains,  by a s ingular* Art i f ice in dist i l l ing wi l l  be changed into an
Oi l .  Let  th is Oi l  be fur ther Circulated unt i l  a l l  Humidi ty be drawn
off  therefrom, and i t  again be reduced to Powder,  as i t  was; when the
\ / i^^^r '  ; -  r l - \ -+rr^r- , - l  :h. l  canrr : iazl  F\ \ /  n icf  i  I  I r f  i^ .  1-  hon di l -h j ] r  fhavr l rsvor cLPoLoLLu u) YrLrrr !  LrrL

OiI in a nel^/  Receiver.

*KIRKRINGIUS- This Extract ion may be rendered volat i le wi th Spi-
r i t  of  Wine, af ter  che same manner,  as I  raught you in the for-
mar . ]harr i i  

^nc

Four Grains of  th is orf  taken with r / r 'ater of  CARDUUS BENEDICTAS, i f
the Sick be welf  covered and Sweated, heal  QUOTIDIAN, TERTIAN & QUAR-
TAN Fevers.  The same Dose is very avai lable for  expel l ing the PesL,
airhor a j r ran ur i  r -h qnir i r -  

^F 
I^ l i  

^a 
ar ur i th 

^ ic l -  

i l  Iad \ / inan>. r^^^r. l i  n^\JrwLrr  wrLrr  JPrr  ! "LYdr I  qetvrur"Y

as the PAROXYSM of the Pest f i rst  invades, ei ther wi th Heat,  or  wi th
cold.  Whj-ch is wi tnessed by three Brethren in our Monastery,  who recov-
ered of  the Plague by th is Arcanum, when they expected no other but De-
ath,  and had made their  Wi l ls .  This so reconci led their  Minds to th is

ny Art ,  as they helped me, wi th greater Zeal  then before'  both by their
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pravFrq , tnd T.Ah.\11r and qnenf fhc le iqrrrF l - imF l .  ho\ . ,  h:d awcmnt Frnmg t" ' r  er 'e l

Rel ig ious Dutys,  in serving me dayly;  and in a short  t ime at la ined to
so great Exper ience, that  by their  o\r ' r 'n fndustry,  and the Industry of
t 'heir  Breathren, they gained more true Knowledge in searching out the
Arcanums of  Nature,  then they could before obtain in a longer SERIES
of t ime. Therefore,  for  these Men, I  g ive them thanksr even unto my
\ , /cr \ /  . ) l . l  A. lo :nd i  n rrorrr  

^aa^ 
T 16f , , rh Fh^h !h--1,-  !a^^r, ,c^ f  h^. ,  

' t^-/  uEsu Lrrsy ue5-

erved so vrel l  of  me, and of  others,  by their  so fa i thful  Labour;  but
they f in ished their  Course of  th is Li fe before mef and entred the way
of a1L Flesh, wherefore I  recommend their  Reward to the Supreme Phvsrc-
ian,  who dwel ls in the highest Heavens, and there wi I I  ref iesh them
with suf f ic ient  Joy,  and make up in Heaven that Just  Recompence, which
here on Earth was denyed them by ignorant,  and ungrateful  Men.

Another Oi- l  of  ANTIMONY for wounds, is prepared with Addi t i_on in the
fol lowing Manner.

TaKe of  ANTIMONY, SULPHUR, SALNITRE. oI  each equal  parts,  Fulminate
1-h^e6 , i^^^ '  r  a^r1 as Oi l  of  SULPHUR PER CAMPAN is made; which wav of
preparat i -on hath long since been known to the Ancients.  But Consider,
you wi l l  have a betEer way, i [  instead of  a Bel l ,  yol  Lake an A]embeck*,
and apply to i t  a Recipient;  so you wi l l  obtarn more Oi l ,  which wi I I
indeed be of  the same Colour,  as that  which is made oE Common Sulphur,
but in powers and vir tues not a l i t t le more excel- Ient ,  then i t .

*KIRKRINGTUS- T now, O Lover oI  Chymisrry.  Speak co
a^r-  i  n , . ,^r ; -  

^h 
l , .  +L-t-  l - , .  r  / -^mh^h/ l i , ,m 

^f  
CnaanhUyd\-(J ' ' 'PEIIJPLcL' l '

have this Compend ium oF Labour,  and Charqc. Bchold
ment.

fqFA thi< Fi  
^.d6 

eql

And provide for yoursel f  such an One, that  you may
i  n m: l r i  nrr  n i  I  nf  Crr l  nhrrr  DF-a aAMDAI\ l  Fr^-  - r - ;  ^  "- .rufy"ur ! (J!  L- ' r r -  way

yield you as much Oi l .  as a Pound wi l l  make in the
From sixteen ounces of  Sulphur you may extract  hal f
Oi I ,  which others,  in their  way, do scarcely expect
pounds.

you by Pictures,
you may aLso

this Instru-

foLlow BASILIUS,
1 oz.  wi I I
Common Method.

an Ounce of
f rom S ixteen

We use I  or  4 Drops of  th is inwardly Laken with Spir iL oF Wine against
the Phthis ick of  the Lungs; but outwardly.  i f  i t  f i rst  be anointed, and
a St ipt ick Plaister applyed, against  aI I  Wounds st inking, and tending
to putrefact ion,  and so wi l -1 f ind i t  to be the most certain Remedy of
al l  Wounds -

Again another Oi l  of  Ant imony
f i table,  is  th is way made.

Take of ANTIMONY 1 l -b.  Common
Ib- v.  Gr ind aI I  together,  and

against  a l I  corroding Wounds very pro-

c:I r  / l r r razt  th

^rr t  
l -  ham i  n l -  . \  A

Ti 1oc hrnLan.

whence dist i l l
It

Retort ,
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a Yel low OiI .  When al l  the Spir i ts are come forth,  put  the Matter in
another Glass,  aRd from j- t  extract  the Phlegm, and a Powder wi l l  remain;
which in an humid place spread upon a stone, and you wiI I  have an Humid
Balsom, which is a s ingular Remedy in al f  Verminant Wounds, and in the
Cancer,  whi .ch hath being chief ly in the Face of  a ptan, and in the Bre-
asts of  a Woman. Much more might be wr j - t ten of  th is Balsom, did I  not
fear,  that  every unski l l fu l  Man, and the Rabble of  Sophisters would faI I
foul  on me, and say I  speak too largely,  and commit  more to wr i r ing,
then ExDeri  ence haf h r : r rohj-  me r  rnd q.)  -h lF r  ! - \^r- t  

^F1' '  ^F cna.-rr l .ar  i  
^n<

_q UYI L rrrrry (J!

and mere Imaginat ions.

l4oreover,  another OiI  is  made in th is manner.  Subl ime one part  of
ANTIMONY, wi th a fourth part  of  SaI Armoniack,  wi th subt i le Fire.  The
SaIt  carr ies up the Sulphur of  ANTIMONY, red as Blood. Grind this Sub-
l imate to a f ine Powder,  and i f  you took at  f i rst  I  lb,  of  ANTIMONY,
gr ind wi th i t  again 5 ounces of  SaI Armoniack,  and Subl ime as before.
The Subf imate dissolve in a moist  p lace. Or otherwise, take the Subl i -
m^rp :nr i  ar i  r ' l  . - / \ r : ie i t  f  rom the Sal t  a. i^6^ d6^t-  11'  

^r ,  
;  

-'  9cL'Lr-y Lrr) i  rL 
'  

d Lr YUtr wrr ' l .
have Sulphur,  which burns l ike Common Sulphur,  which is sold at  the Apo-
thecarres.  From this Sulphur extract  i ts  Trncture wi th dtst i l led Vine-

w!,s, ,  yvJ , .ave abStracted the Vinegar by gencle Heat oI  B.  M.
and by a subt i le Operacion again dist i l led the rcmaining Powder,  you
wi l l  have ( i f  in th is Operat ion you erre not)  a most ExcelLent *  Oi I
grateful ,  Sweet,  and pleasant in i ts use, wi thout any Corrosiveness or
per i I .

*KIRKRINGIUS- This is another Repet i t ion of  the Process, by which
the Balsom of ANTIMONY is made, as our Author cal ls i t  rn th is
Treat ise,  or  the Quintessence of  ANTIMONY, of  which of ten above.
Yet in the process there is the di f terence, rhac here the Sulphur
is separated by che SAL ARMONIACK from the ANTIMONY, and Lhen ex-
tracted from the Vinegar;  whereas, in the other Processes, the
S l  nher i  q cxfr-^f^^ F. , '  fh^ I t i  

-o^^-u uY Lrre v t r rsYq r  L r-  y€ L

the ANTIMONY. But these are not th ings of  so grear a MomenL, as
to f rustrate the Effect  of  Operat ions.  Therefore th is Var iety
grves the greater Liberty to the Operator,  that  he may not be
Scrupulous in those Things, in which he understands the Reason of
what he doth,  and of  Lhe Method by which hc acts.

I t  heals the Phthis ick,  remedies the Pr ickings of  the Sides; and i f
any One labours wi th di t t icul ty of  Breathing, Ier  h im take too Grains
i  -  ! ; -^  -^-- . i  - -  r r . i  - ! . r  -^ i  n.r  f  . \  RF. l  i  n f  .o El  ix i r  orr"ar ' ]  d L LrrYrrL Yvf " \ j  

Lv

Spir iL of  Wine, and he shal l  be healed. For i t  d i lates the Passages of
the Breast,  expels aI I  Impuri t ies,  and Phlegmes out of  the Breast;  and
to me i t  hath of ten produced many unlooked for Effects.  But s ince in
other Preparat ions of  ANTIMONY, I  have descr ibed such Vir tues,  as wi th
this are common to them, I  judge i t  needless to repeat them al l ,  lest
in the Spectators of  Art  I  should create tediousness through mult ip l i -
c i ty of  words,  or al ien thoughts by an impert inent Tautology.
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ln the mean whiIe,  the Liquor,  which,as I  above said,  was resolved
in an Humid Place, is an exfernaf Medicine, and very prof i table;  for  i t
c leanseth the Impuri t ies of  the Skin,  and i f  a l i t t le OiI  of  Tartar be
mixed therewith,  i t  heals the Phagedena of  the Fingers;  and i f  of ten
anointed therewith,  i t  pur i f ies the Skin and cures Scrophulaes.

Also,  Sulphur of  ANTIMONY is prepared in an other Manner.

Grind ANTIMONY to a f ine Powder,  which boi l  for  two hours or a l i t t le
longer,  in a sharp Lix iv ium made of  the Ashes of  Beech-wood. Then boi f -
ed,  f i l ter  the ANTIMONY clear,  and poor Vinegar upon the f i l t red Liquor,
and then the Sulphur wi I I  set t le to the botrom whol ly red. Pour of f
the Phlegm and gent ly dry the Powder.  Dist i l l  th is Powder wi th the
Vinegar of  Wine; extract  che Tincture,  and do as you did wi th the for-
m6r c, , l^h, , r  ln^ r^duce the Same into a.  n i I  h. .  n ic i t t ina is worChULJLL!LI IYI

your whi le:  Al though the Oi l  above ment ioned hath greater Vir tues,  be-
cause i ts Body, by the SaI Armoniack,  in the beginning of  the Subl  imat-
ion was, better dissolved and opened.

There yet remain many chjngs to be wri t ren of  ANTIMONY, and especia-
l Iy Three, necessary to be known by the SPAGYRICK Physic ian and Phi Io-
sopher,  vtz.  the Preparat- ion of  Vinegar,  which is made of  iLs Minera;
and then the Phi losophick Signate Star,  which is not to be omit ted;  and
last ly the Lead of  Phi losophers,  of  which we shal l  sp66k somewhat;  to-
uching which Many have imagined creat Things, and thoughr ( in cheir
, , - , .  

^F 
n^--^- ; -^ 

- . / l  
q^6^rr ' l r f  i^h\  t -^ nr6n:16 t-h6 r-  Frr-  =n. l  

- iwoy \Jr  REa5(,rrr  Y,  d l ru , rps\-u /  L\J [ - , rs lJarE Lrre Lr uE or l !_r  5 l  r luet l - :  lYlcr  -

cury of  Phi losophers of  i t ;  which indeed cannot be done, s ince so great
Eff icacy is not f rom above insi ted in ANTIMONY, as that in r t  can exrst
Lhat lv lercury,  or  oI  i t  be prepared. That Mercury is the f i rst  ENS. or
f1rst  Water of  MetaIs,  which is perfect ,  otherwise the creat Stone of
the ancient Wise Men could not be made of  i t .  That f i rst  ENS, I  say,
and the Seeds thereof,  are found in another MineraI .  in which the Oper-
at ion (according to the Genius of  Metals )  is  greater,  then in ANTIMONY.
Yet th is suool  ies us wi th a certain Part icr t lar '  and moqt nr^ ' ;F ' l - '1^ , - ' \  F

Pl ur !  Lqurs \Jy-

erat ion;  and besides in i t  you may f ind whatsoever appertalns to anter-
nal  and external  Medicine. For i t  is  the COLUMN of ever Shop of  Apo-
thecar ies,  i f  duely prepared, as I  of ten admonish; nor is any lh ing
wFnf in.r  in i r -  nrnrzi_6lg6t the Art iSt  hath learned weII  fo disr ino'r ish theL:rrYurJrr  L U

Disposi t ion of  Metals and MineraIs,  an di l igent ly observes both the
Preparat ion and Use of  ANTIMONY; because then, and not before,  fo l lows
a perfect  Judgement of  i t .  Therefore I  wi l l  s tand to my Promise, and
. - . \mF.rr j -  mrr nic i^ in loc : rnarr t i  nd t -^ l -ho. i  r  r . r i  

-L 
r- \ , ,  

- r+i- f , , i^d 
rnrt  inef_

'  
vy rdLrsr yIrY ulv ! r r rL-

ruct ing them, which way the Separat ion of  Good from Evi l  may be known
to them, and giv ing Informat ion touching the Vinegar of  Phi losophers,
which is made of  ANTIMONY.

Melt  the Minera of  ANTIMONY, and pur i fy i t ,  gr ind i t  to a Subt i le
Powder,  th is Matter put into a Round class,  which is cal led a Phial .
having a long Neck, pour upon i t  d ist i l led Water,  that  the VesseI may
be hal f  tu l l .  Then having weII  c losed the Vessel .  set  i t  to putrefy in
Horsedung, unt i l  the Minera begin to wax hot,  and cast out a Froath to
the Superf ic ies;  then ' t is  t ime to take i t  out ;  for  that  is  a Sign the
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pnirr  je nnanazl  ,n l - , i  c  d i .16cr-  o. l  M. i f6r  h,r l -  i  nr-^ :  r ' , ,^ , r rh i  I  WhiCh Wel l

close, and extract  the Water,  which wi f l  have an acid Taste,  When af l
the water is come off ,  intend the Fire,  and a Subl imate wi l I  ascend;
this again gr ind wi th the FECES, and again pour on the same Water,  and
a second t  j .me abstract  i t ,  then i t  wi l l  be more Sharp.  This Operat ion
must be repeated, unt i i  the Water be made as Acid,  as any other Sharp
dist i l led Vinegar of  Wine. But the Subl imate.  the of tner rhe Operat-
ion is repeated, the more i t  is  d iminished. when you have obtained this
Acr.d Vinegar,  take fresh Minera as before and pour th is Vinegar on i t ,
so as i t  may stand above i t  three Fingers;  put  i t  into a Pel ican, and
digest i t  two days in Heat,  then the Vinegar becomes red/ and much more
sharp then before.  Cant th is c lean of f .  and dist i l l  i t  wi thout Addi t ion
in B.M. The Vinegar comes of f  whi te,  and the Redness remains in the
Bottom, which extracted with Spir i t  of  wine is an excel lent  Medicine.
n^: ih 

'6^+- i  
Ftz f  l . ,^  \ r i  no.r : r  in F.  M fhaj .  i l .  m^\/  h6 f road Frnm i l .a Dhlarym.!y Lrrs v."LYur rLJ !_LrLYr",

last ly dissolve i t  in i ts proper Sal t ,  v iz.  in 4 ounces of  i t ,  I  ounce
of the SaIt ,  and lorce i t  strongly by Ashes; rhen the* Vinegar becomes
more sharp,  and acquires greater Scrength,  and vir tue.

*KIRKRINGIUS- This Vinegar also j -s numbered among the chief  of
r -h^co ih i  nda urh i  nh rro nranrrod 

^F 
ANl laIvnNlv thoroFnro I  th^rr . rhr

i t  worth whi le to i l - lustrate th is wi th some Commentar ies.  For
al though i t  may be made in the way Basi l ius prescr ibes.  yet  there
are st i l l  some things want ing to render the work both more easy
and more perFect,  which I  here subjoin- [ ror  s ix pounds of  ANTI-
MONY are requj  red s ixteen pounds of  Dist i l led Water.  and when
(after Oigest ion) we would dist i l l  i t ,  a certain manual Operat-
ion must be observed, on whrch depends the Success of  the whole
work almost.  For the ALembic must be so placed. as his Pipe or
beak may be covered with Wacer,  which eirher must be put into the
Receipient,  or  pass out by dist i l l ing into the same; otherwise
the Spir i ts of  the ANTIMONY wi l l  be Iost ,  and more than hal f  parc
of the same per ish,  or  the Work require much more t ime for i ts
nar€a.-1- i  

^n 
r  h:rra ^v^,^--^^ 

rhi-  
^ , ,  -  

F ' inrrro harn nl :nar i .vL c^t ] ' -ssss uy d 
'

(This Figure is to be found on page 89)

that i f  any by hear ing do not suf f ic ient ly perceive th is,  they
may by seeing understand. When the whole Water hath passed over
by Alembeck the Fire (as the Author admonisheth) is to be rncrea-
sed, and three Days, and as many Nights cont inued without inter-
mission. Then let  aI I  cool ,  and the Subl imate,  as he teaches,
must again be mixed with the ANTIMoNY; th is Labour for  three Days
and Nights must be re-assumed; and af ter t rard repeated to the th i rd
t ime. Then your Water wi I I  be acid,  as conmon Vinegar.  I f  you
t inge this Vinegar wi th new MINERA of ANTIMONY' you wiI I  have a
Tincture,  which BASILIUS names his Balsome of Li fe,  so of ten des-
cr ibed, but never suf f ic ient ly commended. o did Mortals know
what Myster ies lye absconded in th is Tincture,  I  quest ion whether
they would be desirous to set  about any other Preparat ion of
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ANTIMONY. A11 things are in th is One
of Chymistry,  do thou act .

. t  h i  e \ / i  hadir  r -^^1 c t ,^ la^m^hf t  ! ,  h^f  r -  r r i  nonrr  h, ,F L, i  f  h 
^16:fl r rsYu! 

'e l rLt) ,  
r  vtrrEYor 

'  
vuv w!L'r  YlsqL

Admirat ion,  and certain Exper ience, especial ly for  asswag Lng rhe Gan-
grene, produced from Gunpolvder;  a lso i t  heals other enraged Wounds and
Members,  when jo ined wiLh the SouI of  Saturn,  wrought up into an ungu-
ent,  and applyed outwardly.  And mixt  wi th Water of  Endive,  to which
Salt  PRUNELLA is added, j - t  consumes the Squinancy, and ext inguisheth
i ts great Heat;  besides, j - t  asswageth the Mot ion of  the elood inf lamed.
In t ime of  the Pest i lence, taken inwardly.  the Doso of  one Spoonful ,
several  t imes, and outwardly applyed to the SweILings by Linen Cloathes
moistened therein,  extracts the Venom, and most excel lent ly cooIs.  But
consider,  when you would use i t  in th is manner outwardly,  i t  must be
mi vad wi f  h A thi  rd nart .  of  Water dist i l  lcd f  rnm F'r . ) r rqn:wn

Men\7 hinhlrr  acfaom l-ha qidhr l -a qi . r  
^F 

AN.nTMnNv rn^ rrorr '  - -^ '  r . - "^LUc ! ' rYrra Ls !  r ,  y , , 'd, iy 
'1o 

vE

endeavoured to prepare i t ,  spar ing no Iabour to at ta in the same. Which
some have acquired with good success, others have lost  aLl  their  lab-
. r r r r  ,and C.rqf  MAnw he\za ' .qqrrmad an Oni ninn -h^t-  t -  ho c l_ar j -S the t f  Ue

Matter,  whence the STone of  Phi losophers may be made, rnduced hereunto,
hrr t -h ic t -h^r ldht .  

^r  
Th-^i^- i - i^h Fi ,  l  

^^- , , -^ 
l \ r - f  . . r^  h^r 

-^ l  
f  h>rh c innodLIvuYrrL u!  r r"dY!"d L J lyr .Lu

i t  into a Star,  therefore they could not choose but esceem of i - r .  and
by Lhese Cogitat ions were led into the Way of  Error.  But I  s incerely
denounce, that  i t  is  nothing so. For these kind ot  Searchers err  f rom
the Kings high-way, and ki I I  themselves in c lambering up Rocks and CI i -
f fs,  in which wi ld Goats inhabi t ,  and Birds of  Prey bui ld their  nests.
I t  is  noL given to rhis Star to contain in i t  sel I  so greaL Polency,
or f rom i t  sel f  to form so precious a Stone. Yet I  af f i rm, that  in i t
Iyes ABSCONDED a famous Medicine, which may bc madc of  i t .  The Star is
thus made .

T:La , . \F hrrnnrr i rn . . f  imanrr  ? nrrr-e nf  cfa6l  1 
^.r f  

M^rr-  !h
"u Yur r l ,  J Pur Lr.

gether wi th 4 parts of  burnt  TARTAR. when mel red pour out the whoLe into
a Cone, when cold take out the Regulus,  and separate i t  f rom a] l  impur-
i ty.  and the Scor ia.  Gr ind this Regulus to Powder and weigh iL.  then
add thereto thr ice so much of  burnt  TARTAR/ and pour i t  out  as before.
Repeat th is labour the th i rd t ime; then the Regulus purgeth i t  sel f ,
and becomes pure and clear.  Note,  h/hen you have r ight ly compleated the
Fusion, and have used a manual Operat ion,  as is f i t  (which is o[  pr in-
c ipal  concern in th is work) you wi l l  obtain a fa i r  Star* br ight  and
shining Like CupeIIate Si Iver,  no l -ess arci f ic ia l ly  formed, then is
some Painter had with his Compasses di l igent ly div ided Lhe same.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Here i t  is  to be noted. In the th i rd fusion of  the
Regulus,  the Fire musL be vehement ly heightened, that  i f  any Im-
pur i ty remain wi th the Regulus,  i t  may by that intense heat be
r -1.^6 

- t . r - ! ,  
D.,  r l - , i  , ,^ , ,  , . , i  1 |  h- , ,6 A pa.yrr l  r rc i  n hc.err l -  r r  :ndLcrr \vrr  crwcry.  Dy Lrrrs rrrearrr  y\Ju ! . r  p luuLy q"u

Whiteness comparable to Si lver,  but  in Vir tue and Pr ice far  Sup-
er l -or .
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This Star wi th Sa1 Armoniack is reduced to a red* Subl imate;  for  the
Tincture of  MARS ascends. Such a Subl imate may be resolved in a moist
nl :ca inf . r :  L i  arrnr ,  whiCh discovers wonderful  Vir tues in Ch i  r r r rowLr,r  r  urY l l  r

*KIRKRINGIUS- This Subl imate,  before i t  is  set  in a Cel lar  to be
there resolved, shoufd be purged from the Sal  Armoniack wi th dis-
t i l led Water.  They are few Things which T admonish, but by the
ignorance of  these or those, great Errors are commitced, and che
Work wi th al l  i ts  Costs and Charges per isheth,  or  at  least  y ie lds
not suf f ic ient  to pav what the Mater ia ls cost .

Thrs ReguIus.  or  Srgnate Star,  melted of ten wrth the Stony SERPENT,
is brought to such a sLaLe, as at  length i t  consumes i t  sel f  in i t ,  and
whnlw rrni i -as i f  calF wi l -h rho qprnpnl .*  l 'h i  c hoinn dnnp the SPECTAROR

of Art  hath a Matter al together hot and t iery in which very much of  Art
is LATENT. This prepared Matter resolves i t  sel f  into an Oi l ;  th is
r far \ r  n i l  , . r , , . ' 'h l -  l -^  h6 F\r^I l .yhl-  

^\16r 
r-h6 Halm h\/  n ic1- i l lar-  i . \n 

^n. l  
l .han

rect i f ied.  that  i t  mav be oure and clear.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Of a SNAKE or SERPENT the Nature is such, i f  you
slaken your hold he r iseth up, i f  you grrp him hard he bursLs,
the same I  fear here:  Therefore the Author cal ls that  a Serpent,
which he mixeth wi th Lhis Regulus.  But i t  is  the Serpent of  a
SLone, or a Slony-Serpent;  because the SaLt,  as a Snake wi l I ingl l
I icks a Stone-

This OiI  may commodiously and securely be caken inwardLy; but wi th
great Prudence and Caut ion,  and not of tner then twice or thr ice in a
Week, and no more at  one t ime. then three Drops in 2 Ounces o[  Wine, or
other Water dist i l led f rom Herbs, according to the Exigency oI  Lhe Dis-
ease. For th is Reason.t t  rs Lhe Physic jans part  to know rhe Causes of
Diseases. together wi th the Complexion of  the Sick,  rhat he may the more
seer:rel  v rrsc hi  s Remedies.

This is a famous ACRIIVIONY* containing in i t  sel f  many ARCANUMS; but
there is no need to reveal  aI I  th ings together and at  once to unskiLl-
fu l  men. Some Arts are to be suppressed, that  some Secrets and ARCAN-
UMS may remain proper to the Phi losopher,  who in searching them out
l - , - i r - ,  . l -  i  L - , , -F -  

i  
-^ .1 .Jr i  a\ / . \ r re .F. \ i  1ry 5usLar,rreu Ya rsvvuJ rvrr .

*KIRKRINGIUS- They, who understand of  how great Ut i l i ty  i t  is  to
extract  the Essences from Metals,  are not ignorant of  the Vir tues
of th is sharp oi l .  For th is is the only MENSTRUUM for th is pur-
pose. How many are they who have spent their  whole Li fe in Chem-
ical  Operat ions,  and never could arr ive to the knowledge of  a
true MENSTRUUM? To thee i t  is  here revealed, i f  Heal th be your
- i -  - -€^l '  r rse i f  in fhe Rodv: r  

- - - - -  ^^-"WhatctJ.rr f  r  y l ru r l lc ly scl . l  crY UJL Dvvf 
'  

|  !  y(Ju aL LE" 'PL rurrc

more subl ime, and have already concei .ved good hope you shal l  com-
pound i t ,  th is is the pr incipal  help of  aI I ,  for  ascending to
the Throne of the Chvmica. l ,  Kinqdom.
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But let  h im, who resolves Lo tread in my Footsteps noc be weary o. [
Searching; but r / rhat  I  have done, let  h im do, and what I  have so of ten
desired, and what wi th so earnest Wishes I  have sought,  Iet  h im seek.
These Pr inciples,  which I  have prescr ibed you. are suf f ic ient  for  to
search out the End by.  Many have fai led,  yea many have been cut ot f  by
Death,  before they could in their  Learning aLLain to the pr inciples

ware donr i  r rad nf  T. i  fp heFnra rhorr  nnrr ld rnnrr i  ro- !5,  urrsy -LvsLr \J l  ! !  r  L ,  !L!v!

the Magistery of  Art .  Therefore.  I  at  f i rst  set  for th a Book of  Rudi-
ments,  that  the Studious fol lower of  Art  (who in his f i rst  Exper iences
had need of  so much t ime) might the sooner at ta in his desired end, and
wished Scope, and next unto GOD g j -ve me thanks.

Moreover,  in th is OiL a wonderful  Ef fect  is  latent.  For i f  th is Oi l
be c i rculated with Crystals,  for  some t ime, v iz.  for  three Days and Ni-
ghts ( the Crystals being f i rst  Calc ined) i t  f rom them extracts a SaIt ;
which being done, the OiI  may again be dist i l led of f  by Retor! .  Thus
you wi l l  have a Medicine. which admirably breaks the Stone in the Blad-
der,  and expels i t ;  and also ef fects many other Things, by a cer la in
famous vir tue in i t -

But that  we may also say something of  che Lead of  Phi losophers,  let
the cur ious searchers of  Nature know. that  bet\^ ieen ANTIMONY and common
Lead, there is a certain near af f in iLy,  and rhey hold a str icE frrend-
ship each with other.  As a Tre'e casts out oI  iL 's s ide i t 's  superf lu-
ous Rosin,  which is the Sulphur of  that  Tree; as Lhe Cherry-t ree, and
oLher Trees, which give for th such Gums; there are other k inds of  Trees
aIso, which by reason of  their  abundance of  MERCURY, produce and cast
forth f rom themsefves a certain Excrescency, which nei ther in Form, nor
Vir tue in any wise l ike co rheir  Frui t ;  but  hach wholIy other propert-
res,  as in Oaks and Apple-trees is apparent,  which produce l ike bastard
Fruats,  or  l4onsters:  So the Earth also hath l ike abort ive Frui ts,  which
in Separat ion f rom the pure MetaIs,  are severed and cast out.

Noer,  a l though there rs so strrct  an af f in i ty between ANTIMONY, and
SATURN; yet by reason of  the too much SULPHUR, which ANTIMONY hath in
i t  sel f ,  i t  is  cast  out f rom i t ;  because i ts v iscous Body ( in i t 's  Nat-
iv i ty)  could not come to perfect j -on;  and therefore i t  was constrained
ne.Fqq^r i  I  w f . r  . - . \nqi  qf  ,em6n.r  Mi nera I  s.  beCaUSe i t 'S abUndanqe Of hOt
SULPHUR was the Causer that  h indred iL 's MERCURY, that through defect
of  Cold,  i t  could nei ther come to Coagulat ion,  nor into a Mal leable
Body. Moreover,  I  say,  the Lead in ANTIMONY is no other,  then r t 's
Regulus,  which hath not as yet  obtained Mal leableness. And, as above
I said,  when the Regulus and SLeeI by Liquefact ion are uni ted,  and ded-
uced to a Star,  there are many, who would thence make the ancj-ent stone
of Phi losophers;  which I  before denyed to be possible.  Yet what Medic-
inaq marr l - 'a 

^rc 'nara. l  ^F i |  ,^ . ,  r . - , ,^  
- t rarArr  hr i6f  I r r  ho:rr l  .  rharafnrorrrLJ r , ,qy vL |J!cpqrE!]  (JL _LLr y\Ju rrdvs d_Lrsqu/ u!  

'cr  
r )

touching them, I  sha1l  not  add a Word more.

But the Reason, why the Regulus is cal led and accounted Lead, is th is
When that Regulus is taken, which ANTIMONY gives forth f rom i t  sel f  j .n
making G1ass, and put into a Crucible wel l  c losed, which can resist  the
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f i re,  wi th the Sal t  of  SATURN (having been f i rst  Cemented with the Sal t
For three hours )  and these permir ted to melt  together,  in a Wind-Fur-
nace; the* Regulus,  when taken out,  is  found to be rendered soft .  and
more ponderous, then i t  was before.  For ic receives i t ' 's  ponderosiLy
from the Spir i t  of  the Sal t ,  which also gave i t  sofrness, so that i t 's
Body now is compact and heavy.

*KIRKRINGIUS- I  do not enviously,  as many Chymists do, but af f -
ect ionately deal  wi th Chirurgions; wishing that they would in
their  mind. as according to their  facul ty they may and ought,  en-
deavour to prepare such helps,  for  their  miserably Aff lected Pat-
ients,  and such Compendiums of  Sani ty,  as may be prepared of  th is
Regulus.  Would you have me discover to you the Mystery? Hear
with pleasure,  and use i t .  Thj-s REGULUS, by the SaIt  of  SATURN
rendered MaI leable,  must be mixed with equal  parts of  MERCURY
condensed by SATURN, and in a vehement f i re f fuxed, and so wel l
mixed. The Matter comes forth,  in i ts external  Face l ike unto
Si lver;but in i ts internal  Vir tues is more noble,  and more prec-
i . r r1e l -h:rr  :nrr  c i  l r ror  R,rr-  i r^ , ,  ahrrr l r r ronn qt , rd in,rc n€ rrn,rr  aurn

Art,  and by Art  Covetous of  Glory,  deduce that into th in PLates,
and external ly apply i t  to Wounds, and Mal ignant Fistulas.  So
doing, you wi l l  be amazed, when you shal l  see Nature,  helped by
this Art ,  to perform more, in a very short  t ime, then you could
have hoped for in a Ionger t ime,by so many Unguents and Plaisters.
The Rust icks ( to use the words of  BASILIUS) wi l l  no more der ide
and upbraid you, saying, they can ef fect  more with a piece o[  cr-
ude and st inking Lard,  then you are able to do with the labourous
Process of  your whole Chirurgick Art .

Therefore I  say,  there is not much di f Ierence beLween the Signate
Star,  and Lead of  ANTIMONY; which notwithscanding are every where disL-
t inguished as two divers th ings. For ei ther of  them is made of  the
Clais of  ANTIMONY, and prepar6d into one and the same Medicrne, as ls
: l  raadrr  Frrr  mo crrFf  in ionf  l r r  iaz- l : ro^ u^r^ +l '^r^F^-^ r  1. .F^-1.  ^. f  - . - . l i^v) ,  , , ,L ru!  y vsurqrcq L. '  I  c I  j 'JrEcr^ \Jr  t  t "Y urs-

course, that  I  may exp.Lain what the stone oi  f i re is,  af ter  I  shal l
have declared the Appendix which foI lows.

O GOD grant thy crace, and open the Eearts and Ears of lten unwilling
to hear, and to them impart thy Blessing, that they may acknouledge Thee
in thy &mipotency, and wonderful tlorks of tlature, to thy Praise, hon-
our and Glory, and for the health, Solace, and Confirmation of the St-
rength of their Neighbour, and also for Restoring the Sick to their pri-
st ine Eealth.  A[ |en-
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TEE APPE!{DIX

For a Conclusion you are fur ther to know, that  ANTIMONY may be appl ,y-
ed to many other Uses, then as above expressed; as to Scr ipture or pr-
int ing,  for  which Pr inters use j - t .  AIso under a certain Constel lat ion
and Concourse of  the Planets,  a Mixture of  Metals is made with ANTIMONY,
of which Art ists form Signatures and Characters endued with Singular
Vir tues.  Of the same l ' l ix ture also are made Speculums, of  many and won-
derful  Aspects and Propert ies.  AIso BeIIs and other Instruments may
be made thereof,  of  admirable sound. Likewise Imaqes of  Men, and manv
other Things*.

*KIRKRINGIUS- The Vir tues and powers of  ANTIMONY which the Author
hcrc in i -  h ic Annendiw qa I  i r rht l r r  r -  

^rr / -h6ih 
.hd 

^rcc6l-h ^\ /c- , .  - .  Jr ,  are
so many and so var ious,  as indeed the hundredeth part  of  them is
not yet  known to Men. Which ignorance undoubtedly redounds to
the Reproach and lgnoming of  our k ind;  because t ie Men, among so
mrn\ '  

^r-  
h6r 

^n 
in:  l  .  onl  v i  ndrred wi th Ro:.^.  r . / t  .  F.r- . ,  r  r . /  Of DiS_rqLurLt

nnIreira : ra h, . r r . '6. l  r . ' i  Fh d^ 
^F6. l -  

; - .Ft  r r l r rqnFqq l -  . r  t l -a 
WiCkedl | lJvYl lu l l r | |vLLu

-and abominabfe Desire of  Gain,  as scarcely any Man hath le isure
to search out the Wonders,  which the Author of  Nature hath in-
fused in his Creatures- But I  am unwi l l ing to repeat th is Re-
prehension so of ten spoken of  by VALENTINE: I  do only caI I  i t  to
mind. This Minera] ,  in which l ies hj .d so admirable a Spir i t ,
that  by Exhaust ing i t  cannot be exhausted, hath also Vir tues,
which by no man studying can be sutf  r -c ient ly known. hJha t  I  have
tr ied,  out of  the way of  Chymistry,  and lv ledic ine,  are few; yet
Exper ience hath taught me so much, as I  judge ANTIMONY in orher
things wi l - l  shew i t  sel , f  no less admirable,  then in Chymistry and
Medicine-

Yet what I  th ink of  Characters and Signatures.  which the Author
sai th may be made under a Concourse of  certain ConstelLat ions,  I
shal l  not  here discover.  I t  suf f iceth me, that  I  can say, that
among al I  Metals and MineraIs,-  there is not any Substance knor^rn.
which contains so much of  a Celest ia l  Spir i t ,  and so great Sym-
pathy wi th the stars,  as ANTIMONY. Weigh this,  wi th al I  that  I
have before said of  ANTIMONY, but not negl igent ly,  and Hasten to
the STONE, which is cal led the STONE of FIRE.

But s ince these things concern not Medicine, nor appertain to my Order,
RuIe,  and Cal l ing,  I  rest  wel l  sat isf ied in my Vocat ion,  and commend
them to the Handl inq of  others,  who knoh/ them better.
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when. at  a certain t ime an abundance o[  Thoughts (which my internal
and f  errrenr Pravpr - ' '  ' -d Set me IOOSe and yrh.r11w Frceu(J \ r \JU >uY9E-Lsu 

'  
r rdu rrL

f rom al l  terrene Business, I  purposed in my sel f  to atcend co Sptrr t -
ual  Inspirat ions,  oI  which we have need, lor  the more accurate scrut iny
of Nature.  Therefore I  resofved to make my sel f  Wings, that  I  might
ascend on high, and inspect the stars* themselves, as ICARUS, and h:-s
Father DAEDALUS in t i rnes past did,  i f  credi t  may be given to the Anc-
ient  Wri t ings of  Poets.

*KIRKRINGIUS-ThiS leave is to be given to al l ,  who treat of  Sac-
red Things, vtz.  to declare those Things, which they are wi l l ing
to discover (noL to the unlearned ignoranL Dcr iders,  but  only to
Men, worthy,  and to such as s incerely desire,  and asprre to the
knowledge of  the same ) in a certain s ingular and Parabol ical-  k ind
of Wri t ing.  In which our Author is the more to be excused, be-
cause when he comes to the greatest  of  Myster ies,  which he inten-
ded to explain in th is Book, he betakes himsel f  to certain hid-
i  nrr  Pl ,ar-cq of  p:rr :h l  oc anr i  wi i -  h f  hp Hc,a\ /on nF Piej-  v,  Wh:-Ch isl  ! ! ' ! ,  

I

wont to cover al l  th ings (yea even the most wrcked) he so vei ls
his Secrets,  as None but Pious and si-ncere Disciples of  Art  can
with the acuteness of  their  s ight  penetrate these CIouds. Do
thou therefore,

Dum lugi t  ad Sol ices,  & se cupi t  ante v ider i ;

wi th a certain intel lectual  Luxurv sport  wi th him, he wi l l  not
delude Thee.

But when I  soared too near the Sun, my Feathers wi th i t 's  vehement
heat brere consumed, and burnt ,  I  fe l l  headlong into the depth of  the
Sea; yet  to me, in th is my extream Necessi ty invoking GOD, help was
sent f rom Heaven, which f reed me from aII  per i l  and the present Destr-
uct ion.  For an Angel  hastened to my assistance, who commanded the wat-
ers should be st i l , l ,  and instant ly, in that  deep Abyss appeared a most
high Mountain,  upon which at  length I  ascended, that  I  might thereon
examine, rrhether (as Men had af f i rmed )  there was any Fr iendship* and

TEE STONE OF FIRE
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Famil iar i ty between Super iours and Infer iors,  and whether rhe Super iour
Stars have acquired power f rom GOD, their  Creator,  to produce any one
Thing l ike themselves in the Earth.

*KIRKRINGIUS- There hath been no Man, who had darted his s ight
but as i t  were through a Latt ice,  into the Penetrals of  Chymistry,
who did ever deny this Inf luence of  Super iors upon Infer. iors.
Therefore let  Basi I ius,  so hol i ly  Af f i rming, and so of ten openly
declar ing i t  to Men, be credi ted by those, who, Lhe true Light
being not yet  r isen upon them, do by feel ing wi thout srghr pracL-
ice Chymistry.

And having searched r-nto Things, I  found, that  whatsoever the Ancient
Masters had so many Ages since commit ted to Wri t ing,  and del ivered to
their  Disciples,  who earnest ly desired to be the true Imitators o[  them,
was (as T may say) more true than Truth i t  sel f .  Wherefore,  as is [ ic ,
T give praise and thanks to my LORD and Heavenly Father,  tor  hrs in-
comprehens j -bl-e Works .

In very deed ( that  I  may expound the matter in Few Words )  I  found al l
Things, which are generated in the Bowels of  Mountains,  to be :-nfused
from the Super ior  Stars.  and take their  beginning from Lhem, in the
. [orm of an AQUEOUS Cloud, Fume or Vapour,  which for a very long t ime
fed and nour ished by the Stars.  is  ac ]ength educted to a tangible form
hv i -ha FlpmFnl-q Mrtra^r 'ar  th iq \ /Annrrr  ic  drved -  fh^f  rhc Watef iness

may lose i ts Dominion, and the Fire next,  by hclo of  the Air ,  retain
the Rul ing Power.  Of Water Fire.  and of  Fire and Air ,  Earth is produc-
ed; which notwithstanding are found in al I  th ings ccnsist ing ot  Body,
before the Separacion oF them. ThereIore th is,  v iz.  Water js the f i rst
Maif  er*  of  a l  I  f  h i  nr : -  ' 'L i  - r -  L" F '^-  n- .  nesS of  F-rre and Air  is  formedL frrYr

into Earth.

*KIRKRINGIUS- This is an ol ,d Song, th is rs the Sum of Art ;  f rom
this Imitat j -on of  Nature is found the less.er Stone of  Fire,  f rom
this i t  is  made, whensoever i t  is  prepared, f rom the Same also
thp ryra: i -  Phi  lncnnhi . -^ l  q innp dcr i r roc i iq nr i .Tin: l  ThiS iS the

Water of  ANAXOGORAS, the Fire of  EMPEDOCLES, and ARISTOTLES f i r -
st  Matter,  of  which al l  th ings have been, and to th is Day are
made. Which is c learLy evident in the Nutr i t ion of  Man, the Gr-
owth of  a Tree, and in the Generat ion of  Metals.  For that ,  which
const i tutes Flesh, Woods, and Metals,  is  not taken from Food,
Rain or Earth,  but  is infused into them from elsewhere. That very
Thing is the Al iment,  which nour isheth aI I  th ings,  but that  i t
mrv ) . rc q. |  r rar i  ^ . . -1 . '  ^-^- :  t .  - - t^  i  i  mrrqj-  ha qcn^ r : l -  cd f  rom thatr(Ju-ry sPEr-r ! -L\-aLs

Body, in which i t  dwel- Is,  and be jo ined to another,  which by the
Chymi.cal  Art  is  performed.

But now since my Intent ion is to descr ibe the Stone of  Fire '  hot^r  i t
is  made of  ANTIMoNY, together wi th the Process of  i ts  Preparat ion'  which
not only heals Men, but Metals also part icu.Lar ly;  i t  wi l l  be necessary
before al l  Things; to speak somewhat of  these fol lowing Heads. What
proper ly the Stone of  Fire is;  what is i ts f4 inera;  whether a Stone can
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be made without Matter or no; vrhat is the extreme di f ference of  Stones,
and how many Species of  them are found, and l -ast ly of  their  use.

In this my purpose, I  pray, O Spir i t  of  heaven i l luminate me, that I
may give a true and syncere Instruct ion, v iz.  according as is f i t  for
me, and the matter it self permits - Indeed f have hopes of Eternal Ab-
solution from this my Supre.rm confessor, who from Eternity possesseth
the Throne of lr{ercy, and will give .festimony of al'l Things, when the
Decretory Sentence shall be pronounced upon all Dten, in the Iast Judge-
ment, without any appeal -

Therefore f i rst  know and consider,  that  the True Tincture of  ANTIMONY,
which is the Medicine of  Men and l4etals,  is  not made of  crude and melt-
ed ANTIMONY, as i t  is  sold by Merchants and Apothecar ies;  but  extract-
ed from the Minera,as i t  is  taken out of  the Mountains,  and before i t
is  formed into c lass.  But how that Extract ion shou. l -d be made, is the
pr incipal  work in which the whole Art  consists:  Heal th and Riches at tend
him, who r ight ly at ta ins to that .  But,  my Reader,  you must di l igent ly
mind this,  vtz.  that  the Tincture of  ANTIMONY prepared, f ixed and sol id,
or the STone of  Fire (as I  name i t )  is  a certain pure,  penecrar ive spir-
i tual  and f iery Essence, which is reduced into a coagulated Matter.  l ike
the Salamander,  which in Frre is not consumed, but pur i f ied and conser-

Yet the Stone of  Fire t ingeth not universal) .y,  as the Stone* of  phi-
Iosophers,  whi-ch is made of  the Essence of  Gold i t  sel f .  To this no
such power is given, as that  i t  should perform such things, but i t  t ing-
eth part icularJ-y;  v iz.  Si lver into Gold,  T. in also and Lead; but MARS
and VENUS i t  toucheth nor,  nor do they y ie ld more, chen from them by
Separatron may be e f  fected

*KIRKRINGIUS- As much as Heaven is elevated above the Earth,  so
much doth the t rue Stone of  Phi losophers di f fer  f rom this Stone
of Fire.  I  my sel f  do candidly confess,  that  a l though I  have
found thisr  let  I  am very far  d istant f rom the other.  And this.
whatsoever i t  is ,  I  own to be received from the wisdom of BASIL-
IUS. Do you take heed you be not deluded by your own phantasie,
and that others deceive you not.

Moreover,  one part  of  i t  can t inge no more, then f ive parts of  MetaL,
so as to persist  in the Tryal  of  SATURN and ANTIMONY; whereas, on the
contrary,  the Great stone of  Phi losophers can transmute to inf in i ty-
Also in augmentat ion i t  cannot be so far exal ted,  yet  the Gold is pure
and sol id.

The Minera,  out of  which th is Stone or Tincture is made, is no other
then (as I  above ment ioned) the very Earth of  ANTIMONY; f rom which, I
say,  i t  is  made t  but  how or wi th what v i r f  , ,6 Fataa --n ^.wer i t  is
endued, you shal l  hear anon.

Let the Reader consider,  that  there are many kinds of  Stones found,
which t inge part icular ly,  but  aI I  f ixed Powders,  which t j -nge, I  here
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signi fy by the name of Stones; yet  one t ingeth more highLy then another,
as especial ly the Stone of  Phi losophers,  which obtains Lhe pr incipal
place; the next is the Tincture of  SOL; and of  LUNA, & etc.  For the
White;  af ter  these, the Tincture of  VITRIOL, or VENUS; l ikewise rhe Tin-
cture of  MARS; ei ther of  wh. ich hath in i t  sel f  the Tincture of  SOL.
when reduced to Fixat ion.  Next to these fol low the Tinctures of  JUPIT-
ER and SATURN for Coagulat ion of  MERCURY; and Iast ly,  the Tincture of
MERCURY i t  sel f .  This is the di f ference and mult ip l ic i ty of  Stones and
Tinctures,  a l l  which notr . r i thstanding are generated Irom Seed, and from
one or ig inaf  MATRIX, f rom which the t rue Universal  Stone proceeds, but
out.  of  these no other Metal- l ick Tincture is to be found. But al l  other
Things, by whar name soever caI led,  aI l  Stones twhether precious or co-
mmon) I  touch not now, nor have I  any Intent ion to wr i te or speak any
th inrr  . \F 1-ham al-  l -h is l -  ime: hecarrqe j -hcw r-nnl- :  in in -homqolVes nO Othel
Vartues, then what appertai-n to Medicine. Nor shaII  I  here make ment-
ion of  ANIMAL or VEGETABLE Stones; because they are only conducent to
Medicine; but for  Metal l ick Works unprof i table and void of  a l l  Vir tue.
Yet al l  the Vir tues of  a1l  Things, MINERAL, ANIMAL and VEGETABLE, col l -
ected into one, are found in the Stone of  Lhe Phi losophers.

Sal ts are endued with no t inging Vir tue,  but are only Keys* for  the
Preparat ion of  Stones; otherwise of  themselves they eI fect  nothing.

*KIRK-RINGIUS- SaIts.  as here is r ight ly said,  are Keys; they open
the Chest wherein Lhe Treasure lyes.  But you must.  be sure to take
the true Key; otherwise you may spoi l  the Lock. and not open the
Chest.  I t  is  not  safe in th is Case to take QUID for QUO, as Apo-
thecar ies are wont.  You must have a Phi losophick Key, and pro-
per Sal ts f i t  for  opening must be taken. Nor contemn that Dis-
t inct ion,  which is int imated, between Sal ts openrng, which the
Author here cal ls (as they are) Keys, and Sal ts f ix ing,  which en-
ter the Treasure i t  sel f ,  as is suf I ic ient ]y manifest  by Lhe Text.

V.61- .aq F^r Mal-r l l  i / -k cAlr-c /T nnur cnc-ek f . \  l .h6 i ' r 'ar  r i^h-1,| ruw JyLu,r  ! r  lvu !aY,,u!- I

understand what dist inct ion I  put  between Mineral  Sal ts)  they are not
to be sl ight iy esteemed, nor to be rejected in Tinctures,  s inco we can
in no wise be without them, in their  Composi t ion.  For in chem lyes that
most precious Treasure,  f rom which every Fixat ion der ives i ts or ig inal .

Here some may ask,  and rndeed very proper ly;  whether such a Stone can
be made without matter? f  answer,  No. For every Thing must have i ts
own Matter;  but  not wi thout Dist inct ion.  ANIMALS require their  Matter,
VEGETABLES theirs,  and I . I INERALS theirs.  Only consider and before al l
th ings observe this;  VIZ.  that  no Body can be prof i table for  any Stone'
wi- thout Fermentat ion,  which I  f ind in the end of  the work ( I  mean as to
the Preparat ion of  the creat Stone) cannot be omit ted,  i f  I  would con-
vert  MetaIs wi th gain;  for  a l though in the Beginning a Corporeal  form,
and cnrnnreeI F 'nt .  i f  v  h le is taken: vat  f fom that fof-urru uvlyvrLuf LrrLrL),  at tu LorrYrur l rL ! r

ma1 Body mus! be extracted a certain Spir i tual  and Celest ia l  Ent i ty
(shal l  I  cal-1 i t )  or  Apparency; for  I  f ind no other more f i t  name to
give i t ;  which Ent i ty was by the Stars,  before infused into the Body,
and by the Elements concocted and made perfect .  Yet th is Spir i tual
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Enti ty must again
the lv l icrocosm, be
|4atter.

r^, ,  -  1^^-^-

reduced to
Fira rhA hr,  fh6

a udl19 r iJre: ,  !  _L . \cLr ,

REGIMEN and
Sol id and

Direct ion of
i  nr .nncrrmnf i  h l  a

But what do I ,  or  what do I  speak? I  act  as i f  I  v/ere depr ived of  my
Reason* in ut ter ing words so openly.  For i f  I  had ei ther Reason or Jud-
gement,  I  should not discover so great Thj-ngs with my Tongue, or conmand
mv hand to proceed in wr i t inq them-

*KIRKRINGIUS- Art  thou wel l  in thy Wits,  Bast-1ius,  who doest thus
prost i tute the Arcanum of the Stone, whrch hath unto thts day
been so di l igent ly absconded by aI I  Ph- i losophers? SureIy,  i f  thou
hadst not laboured with I  know not \ ' rhat  intemperence of  Mind, thou
wouldest have closed thy I ips,  and not here so c lear ly opened,
what i t  is  to Separate the Pure f rom the Impure, what to render
the f ixed volat i le,  and again to f ix  that ;  how the inferror beco-
mpq Qrrnar inr  

-h/ l  
+hrf  

-^- i^  ^ l  '^cod inf^ l -ha naan Al- ' , - -^ . -^-LrroL qYoJ-rr  PrurryLv vLLu 
^^ry5rE '  

r r ( , r r

which i t  had ascended. To discover so manv mvster ies,  in so few
words, as here thou doest,  assuredly i t  i t  be not madness, i t  is
a cerf  a in vprv . r raAl-  henairnl  anr^e io Dostar i  f  V- This iS LhaL WhiCh
moved him. Valent ine seems to have burned with th is af fect ion,
and couLd not overcome that incl inat ion of  wel l -doing to many, by
tha r ' \F\ l  i . r : t -  i . ,n (  imnnqod crn: l I  Phi lnennhpre\  nF r-onr-p:  l i  n.r  th: t

Sacred Mystery of  Nature,  \ " rh ich by the Author thereoF, thac is,
by Nature naturat ing wi th Intel  lectual  Revelat ion,  is  communicated
only to the Sons of  Art  worthy and chosen. The Secret  of  Secrets
hath fa l len f rom Basi l ius/  do thou reader at tend, i f  you f ind the
Pearl ,  be nor l ike AEsop's Cock.

AI l  Tinctures of  Metals ought to be separaLed, as that  they may be
moved with a certain pr incipal  Love and Affect ion to l4etals,  and have
a propensi ty and desire of  uni t ing themselves with themf and of  reduc-
ing them to a better State.  Wi l l  you have an Emblem, or Example? Be-
hold here i t  is  of  Man and [ , loman. I f  they two be inf lamed with Mutual
Love, nei ther DEIay,  nor Rest is admit ted,  unr i l  they be uni ted.  and
their  Desire is sat  j .s f  ied;  af ter  th is Union they rest .  and are mult i -
nl i6^ 1^^^F. l i  ^^ f^ the oood nleaqrrre oF.nn =^.1 Fh- ^-^- iSe Of hiSYvvgt/ ! !gJ9

Blessing.

Man l ives obnoxj-ous to many and per i lous Diseases, some of which de-
bi l i tate and consume the powers of  Nature so,  as the Man can by no Re-
medies be perfectLy restored to Heal th and his former Strenqth.  But
r^. .^ :  

-  -  
. r :  

-^^^^ 
, . . :  ! r^  . ,L. :  ^L -^ ^!L^- h:i r \Jvc rs cr  Lrrscasc, wi th t th ich no other Disease may be compared, which

is not healed unless by Product ion of  i ts  own l ike,  which ei ther Sex
desireth,  and that Desire is not sat isf iedf  unless by fu l f i l l ing th is
wi l f  of  the enkindled af fect ion.  How many Test imonies of  th is v io lence,
which is in Love, are dai ly found? For i t  not  only inf lames the Youn-
ger Sort ,  but  i t  so exagirates some Persons far gone in years,  as thr-
ough the burning Heat thereof,  they are aLmost mad. Natural  Diseases
are for  the most part  governed by the Complexion of  Man, and therefore
invade some more f iercely,  others more gent ly;  but  Love, wi thout dist-
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t inct ion of  poor or r ich,  young or old,  s iezeth Al I ,  and having seized
so bl inds them, as forgett ing al I  RuLes of  Reason, they neiLher see or
fear any Snare.  Pecul-ar Members are infected with the Singular Symptoms
of other Diseases, alL the other parts remaining sound and free from
Lhat.  Dolar.  whom Love infects,  i t  Lnvades al l  over.  penetrates the Body
and i ts whole Substance, Form, and Essence, and leaves nothing unoffend-
ed. For taking place in the Heart  there i t  k indfes a Fire,  the burning
heat of  which is di f fused through the Veins,  Arter ies,  and al l  the Mem-
bers of  the Body. and in a word I  say,  where Love once hath f ixed i ts
Root,  the man is so depr ived of  aI I  sense, reason and understanding, as
ha F. l r . re i -  q el l  th inc- -^- :^.-r . '  - : - r^ n. \ l .h i ,1. ' .  he iq t rnmindf uI  of  GODLrs !v!yEL- of !  uutrr : jJ '  

-s!rvurry 
-r t | j ,  r ru

and his Law,his promises and threats he l i t t le regards;  the torments of
Hel l  and rewards of  Eternal  L i fe he contemns. I  speak of  inordinate
and unlawful  Love, to which,  i [  a man be once addicted, he adheres so
pert inaciously,  as nothing can reclaim, nothing can restrain him; he
forgets his Duty,  Cal l ing and Condit ion;  der ides aI l  admonit ion,  des-
piseth the Counsels of  Parents,  Super iors,  and others who wisn him wel l ;
br ief ly I  say,  he is so bl ind wi th Love, as he cannot see h. is own Mis-
ery;  so deaf,  as he cannot hear those, who by their  fa i thful  Advice,  en-
deavour to turn and avert  f rom him, the dammage and evi I ,  which would
befal l  h im. Love leaves nothing int i re,  or  sound in the Man; i t  im-
pedes his Sleep, he cannot rest  e i ther N- lght  or Day; i t  Lakes of f  h is
Appet i te,  Lhat he harh no disposi t ion ei ther to Meat or Dr ink,  by rea-
son of  the cont inual  Torments of  h is Heart  and Mind. I t  depr ives him
of al I  Providence; hence he neglects his A[[airs,  Vocacion, and Busin-
cqe- ha mindc noir-  har L^h^, , r  q l -  r r . l \ . '  n. \ r  pr ,a\ /ar-  . - . : rq i  : l  I  thorrcrhf  s

t  v !  qs 
J

mL.:--  L. . r  
-L.  Rodv l - re l  oved: fh js. i -  1. . :  -  - ! . . r . .  -Lr^ his mostwr oLry rrr t r rY rruL LrrL uvsj  

-Lquy 
r  L"r-

vain Occrroaf ion- Tf  to Lovers the Success be not answerable to their
Wish. or so soon and prosperously as they desire,  how many Melanchol-
i^-  h^^^^ 

-- i -^  
, . , i f  h dr iofe rn,4 crdnac- ' . ' i rh ! . 'h i^h f  l - \6 '  ^ ;6-  

r ! . ' r "  ah^
-Lc5 t le l lus ct t  IsCr wILrr  \ , !  Jqurr !Js.  wl  L l l  wtt rL l l  Lt tcy [Jr t ' r  c lwcly d u

l-- i ,^  
-^rr^^1, ,  - - , ,  

Flaqh r- la^rr i  na t -^ j -ha R.\naq. waa_wd,{  5(J Iccl l l ,  c ts Ll lsy l ldvc r \ -<1r\-cry dl ly r  ruJ.r  DULrsJ,  Iqo,

aL length they loose the Li fe i t  sel f  as may be proved by many Examples !
For such Men (which is an horr ib le th ing to th ink of)  sf ight  and neg-
Iect  a] l  per i ls  and detr imenLs. both of  the Body and Li [e,  and of  the
SouI and Eternal  Salvat ion.

But of  these enough; for  i t  becomes not a Rel ig ious Man to ins j -st  Loo
long upon these Cogitat ions,  or  to give place to such a shame in his
heart .  HiLherto (wi thout Boast ing I  speak i t )  I  have throughout the
whole course of  my Li fe kept my sel f  safe and free from i t .  and I  pray
and invoke GOD to vouchsafe me his Grace'  that  I  may kcep holy and in-
v io late the Fai th,  which I  have Sworn, and l ive contented with my Spi-
r i tuaf  Spouse, the Holy Cathol ick Church. For no other Reason have I
al leaged these, then that I  might express the Love, wi th which al l -  Tin-
ctures ought to be moved toward MetaIs,  i f  ever they be admit ted by them
into t rue Fr iendship and by Love, which penetrates the inmost parts,  be
converted into a better state.

N.)w lct  r rq orocced i . )  fhe Prenarat ion of  the Stone. and leave i ts use

to the Cl-ose of  th is Discourse. This Stone is of  a penetrable and f iery
Nature,  is  cocted and brought to Matur i ty by f i re,  no otherwise, then
al l -  other Things, which are found in th is orb;  which notwithstanding as
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they are of  d ivers Nature.  so they in divers manners obtain that ,  acc-
ording as the Nature of  Things suppl ies wi th divers Fires,

The f i rst  Fire is COELESTIAL, by GOD kindled in our Hearts,  by which
being inf lamed we are moved with Love and a certain conf idence in and
of GOD our Crearor,  of  the Most Hofy and Incomprehensible TRINTTY, and
of the Mercy,  crace of  our Saviour JUSUS CHRIST; which Conf idence kind-
Ied in Us by Love, never- fa i Is,  never deserts us in our Necessi t ies,
but wi l l  most certainly del iver our Souls f rom ever last ing destruct ion.
The second Fj-re is Elemental ,  produced by the Sun, and tends to the
Ripening of  a l l  th ings in the Macrocosm. The third Fire is corporeal ,
wi th which al- I  Foods and Medicines are cocted and prepared, wi thout
which Men can nei ther obtain Heal th of  Body, nor sustentat ion of  L i fe.
Of a fourth Fire ment ion is made in the Sacred Scr iptures,  v iz.  that ,
which before the Supream Judgement of  cOD shal1 consume this v is ib le
World;  but  what Fire is,  and how i t  shal l  operate,  that  ( i f  we be wise)
we must leave to be judged of  by his own supream Majesry.  A f i f th Fire
is also spoken of  in Holy-Wri t ,  v iz.  Eternal  Fire,  in which never to
have end, the Devi ls shal l  never be set at  l iberty f rom cheir  Infernal
Pr ison, and wicked Men, their  Companions, adjudged to chose Eternal
Fires.  shal l  be vexed, punished and miserably tormented for ever;  f rom
which I  pray the Omnipotent and merci fu l  Lord ro preserve us.  Here
I  would admonish al l  and every Creature endued with Reason, by their
Prayers to beg that crace and Mercy f rom the Omnrpotent,  that  they may
so conform their  L i fe to the Div ine Precepts,  and their  o$rn Duty,  as
that they may escape thj-s Fire,  and i t 's  Eternal  Torments.

Our stone of  Fire (which . is to be noted )  must be cocted and r ipened
with Corporea] Fire in Lhe Microcosm. as aI l  other Medicines and Foods
arp nrFnared hv l -hc g6pg. For where the orner Firn oF thF MaCroCoSm
aFaqefh Fr. ' \m i i -  rq a)nar^l-  i . rn l -hora iha Mir-rnr-r_rcm hnainc tn nrnr i  rno :vgY r lJ Lv t / !  vvqer q

new Generat ion;  therefore th is Concoct ion should seem strange to no l lan.
Corn is augmented and r ipened by the Elementary Fire of  the Macrocosm;
but by the Corporal  Fire of  the Microcosm a new Coct ion and maturat ion
is ef fected, that  man may use and enjoy that  Div ine Grf t  for  b is sus-
tenat ion,  and by the same perfect  the Last and the Least,  which is pro-
duced of  the First  and the Greatest .

The true OiI  of  ANTIMONY, of  which the said stone of  Fire is made,
is above measure sweet,  and from i t 's  earth is in such wise purged and
separated, as i f  a Glass fuI I  of  i t  be exposed to the Sun, r- t  casts
forth var ious and wonderful  Rays (as i f  many f iery SPECULUMS were there
present )  resembl ing a Ruby, and other Col .ours.  Now attend O Lover of
Art  and Truth,  and hear what f  shal l  teach.

Take in the Name of the Lord,of  the MINERA of ANTIMONY, which grew
rFt-ar iha Dic i .d 

^F 
+l- ,a q,rh rnA er ' l f  NI i  Fra nF arnh 6^rr-1 D.r fc.  nr inzl

them subt i ly  and mix them; burn them togecher wich a moderate Fire very
art i f ic ia l ly  and wari ly;  for  in th is the pr incipal  Part  of  the Work
cons j -sts.  Then you wiJ-I  have a matter incl in ing to Blackness. Of th is
matter make Glass,  gr ind that Glass to a subt i le Powder,  and extract
f rom i t  an high red Tincture wi th sharp dist i l led Vinegar,  which is mad.e

r01.



of i t 's  proper tvt INERA. Abstract  the Vinegar in B.M. and a powderi  wi I I
remain,  which again extract  wi th Spir i t  of  Wine highly rect i f ied,  then
some feces wif l  be put down. and you wi1l ,  have a fa i r ,  red,  sweet Ex-
tract ion,  which is of  great Use in Med j ,c ine.  This is Lhe pure Sulphur
of  ANTII . ' IONY, which must be separated as exact lv as is possible.

*KIRKRINCIUS- Take heed, take heed, O Lover of  Chymistry,  lest
by th is Fire,  you burn the Wrngs of  your Bird,  which hath now rai-
sed i t  sel f  to the top of  Mountains.  Few words are suf f ic ient  to
the Intel l igent,  there is no need to incalcate some things of ten,
our careful  Father BASILIUS doth that  of ten enouqh.

I f  of  th is Extract ion you have 2 Ounces, take of  the Sal t  of  ANTIMONY,
as I  taught you to prepare r t ,  4 Ounces and on them pour the Extract ion,
and circulate them. for  a whole Month at  least ,  in a Vessel  wel l  c lo-
sed, and the Sal t  wi I I  uni te i t  sel f  v/ i th the Extracted SULPHUR. I f
FFr 'F.S ho nlr l -  , . l . r l r , ,n F6 fh6m :nzl  r6pir  ahqr ra/- l -  l -he spir iL O[ Wine

by B.14. The Powder which remains urge with vehement Fire,  and not sr i th-
out admj-rat ion wr l l  come forth a var i -coloured sweet Oi l ,  grateful ,  pel-
lucid and red. Rect i fy th is OiI  again,  in B.M. So thac a fourth part
of  i t  may be dist i l led,  and then i t  is  prepared.

Thrs Operat ion being compleated, take l iv ing *MERCURY of ANTtMONY,
which T taught you how yo.r  should make, and pour

*KIRKRINGIUS- The word, Our MERCURY, which hath so of ten rendered
Thee ambiguous, is also here Lo be understood; for  - i f  you take nor
the true MERCURY of Phr losophers,  you do noth:-ng. Whosoever he
be, that  shal l  candrdLy teLI you this,  he wi l - l  be to you PYLADES /
and you to him ORESTES, and nothing wi l l  be more pleasant to me
in Li fe,  then to io in my sel f  to you, as a th i rd Sociate in Fr i -
endship.

upon i t  red OiI  of  Vi t r io l  made upon Tron, and highly rect i f ied.  By
Dist i l lat ion in Sand remove the Phlegm from the MERCURY; then you wiI l
have a precious Precipi tate,  in Colour such, as never was any morc gra-
teful  to the Sight;  and in Chronical  Diseases and open wounds, i r  may
nr.) f  i  f  Ahl  r r  Fre rrqpd F^r ror-nver i  n.r  l -  ha pR ISTI NE SANITY. For i t  vehemen-
t Iy drys up al I  Symptomat ical  Humors.  whence Mart ia l  Diseases proceed;
in which the Spir i t  of  the oi I ,  which remains wi th the MERCURY, and
conjoins and uni tes i t  sel f  thereto,  powerIuI Iy he]ps.

Take of  th is precipi tate,  and of  the Super ior  Sweet OiL of  ANTIMONY,
equal  partsr  pour these together into a Phia1, which 'n/el l  c losed set
in convenient heat,  and the Precipi tate wi l l  in t ime resolve and f ix
i t  sef f  in the Oi l - .  Al-so the Phlegm by the Fire wi I I  be consumed, and
what remains become a Red, dry,  f  - ixed and f lu id* Powder which wi l l  not
in the Ieast give for th f rom rt  sel f  any Fume.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Far hence, far  hence ye Prophane, and you that are
ini t iated in the Sacred Myster ies of  Chymistry keep si lence. Let
the King enter into his Bed-Chamber,  that  he may consummate his
Marr iage.
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O tua te quant is at to l let  Glor ia rebus.
Connubio ta l i  !

Yet make not too much hast to enter,  or  d isturb th is Matr imon-
ial  Conjunct ion,  Iet  them for many Months del ight  themselves with
their  mutual  Love and not go forth,  unt i l  f rom thej . r  mutual  Love
l -hc\ /  l - ro ch:nrrad i  nt-  n :n Harm:nhrnr i i  f  i . .k  P.. \d \ . ,  :nd h:rra nrndnnad

that  Son desired by al l ,  i f  not  a King of  Kingsr yet  at .  Ieast  a
Regulus or Ruler,  which del ivers his Subjects f rom Diseases and
Necessrty.

Now my Fol lower and Disciple of  Arcanums, I  wi l l  speak af ter  a Pro-
phet ick manner.  When you have brought your Phi losophick Studies { in
the Method by me prescr ibed )  to th is end, you have the Medicine of  Men
and Metals;  which is grateful  and Sweet in use, wi thout a]1 per i l ,  i t
is  penetrat ive,  yet  causeth not Stools,  i t  induceth Emendatron, and ex-
pels Evi I .  Use i t  as is f  i t ,  and i t  wi I I  y ie ld you many Commodicies,
both for  heal th,  and temporal  necessi ty;  by which means you wi l l  be [ r -
eed from want in th is World;  which rs a th ing of  so great Moment,  as no
Sacr i f ice of  Grat i tude can be found suff ic ient  to answer th is favour of
GOD shewed to you.

Here, O my GOD, I  as a Rel ig ious Man am troubled in Mind; and know
not whether I  do wel l  or  i l l ,  whether in* speakinq I  have exceeded or
not reached the due Bounds, whi lst  I  propose, and shew to every One, as
i t  were,  h is proper House. Do thou, that  ar t  a young Fol lower of  Art ,
inquire,  search and try,  as I  have done; i I  you at ta in your End, give
greatest  thanks to COD, and af ter  h im to me your Master.  But i f  you
turn aside into devious and by-paths,  b lame your sel f ,  not  me; for  I
am not gui l ty of  your Error.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Our Author judgeth himsel f  to have spoken too much,
i  f  vor:  a l  so th i  nk lha cnme vnrr  wi  I  I  rc- io i  ce i  n hi  s Sa. lneqs. Yet

'  
lvv " 'LL

i t  is  strange, that  no Man can contr ibute a l i t t le Light to th is
Phi losophy, but he present ly repents.

Now I  have said enough, and wri t  enough, and taughl  so c lear ly and
openly,  and plainly,  as more manif  est- ly or c lear ly cannot be done by
wri t ing,  unless some Iost  and rash Man, knowing and wiI l ingIy would
cast himsel f  into HeII ,  to be there Submerged and Per ish:  Because, by
the Creator of  aI I  Things we are most severely prohibi ted fur ther to
unlock these Myster ies,  or  to eat of  the Tree which was planted in the
midst of  Paradise.  Therefore here I  wi l I  desist ,  unt i l  others shew'
what is here to be done by Me and what they judge is to be omit ted'  and
sav no more of  th is,  but  pass to i ts use.

Therefore know, that  the Use consists in Observat ion of  the Person
and his Complexion, wi th relat ion to what appertains to Humane HeaIth '
that  Nature be not overpowered with two great a Quant i ty,  or  not help-
ad hrr  t^n cmal ' l  Yet too much iS not so Rel ig iously to be feared, for
i r  r . , i  l  l  h^f  F^- i i ' ! r -  h, ! r f  -  han:rrco i t -  halnq f . ' \  ra. . \ l /ar  f  hp nr iq, t ine SFn-l l \ ,L l .  go'ur I  Y

i ty ,  and f ights against  Venom, i f  any be in the BodY. This I  only add,
three or four grains of  i t ,g iven in one only Dose, are suf f ic ient  for
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expel l j .ng every Evi I ,  i f  taken in Spir i t  of  Wine. For th is Stone or
Tincture passeth through aI I  the Members oI  the Body, and contains in
i t  sel f  the Vir tues of  many ARCANUMS. I t  remedies the Giddiness of
the Head, and aI I  Diseases, which have their  or ig inal  f rom the Lungs.
I t  cures di f f icul ty of  Breathing, and the Cough; the Leprosie and FRENCH
Dj-sease are amended by j - t ,  in a wonderf  u. l -  manner.  The Pest.  Jaundres,
Dropsies and al l  k inds of  Fevers,  are of ten cured by i t .  L ikewise i t
expel ls Venom taken. I t  prof i ts those, who have drunk a PHILTRUM or
Love-pot ion;  i t  conf i rms al l  the Members,  Brain,  Head, and al t  th ings
depending thereon. Tt  helps the Stomach and Liver;  heals aI l  Diseases,
which proceed from the Reinst  c leanseth the impuri ty of  the Blood.
Al-so th is Tincture of  ANTIMONY, breaks the Stone of  the Bladder to Po!, , r -
der;  and expel ls i t ;  i t  provokes Urine, when stopped by ELATUS'S. I t
restores the v i ta l  Spir i ts,  cures Suffocat ion of  the Matr ix,  makes the
Menstrues f low i f  stopped, and Stays them i f  inordinate.  I t  causeth
Frui t fu lness, and makes the Seed sound, and avai lable for  Generat ion,
both in women and Men. Last ly,  th is Stone of  Fire inwardly taken (con-
venient Plaisters berng also outwardly appl ied) heals the Cancer,  Fist-
ula 's,  Rottenness o[  the Bonesr and a] l  corroding Ulcers,  and what so-
ever takes beginning Irom the Impuri ty oI  the Blood, a]so the Disease
i t  sel f  cal led NOLI ME TANGERE. And that I  may comprehend al l  in few
tnlords,  th is Stone, I ike a Part icular Tincture,  is  a *Remedy against  aI I
Symptoms, which can happen to the Humane Body. el l  which Exper ience
wiI I  very c lear ly demonstrate to you, and open the way further to you,
i f  you be a Physic ian,  cal led by cOD to that  Off ice.

*KIRKRINGIUS- Here the Medicinal  Vir tues are spoken of  at  large.
For BASILIUS supposeth Thee not to be det i led wi th the Fi l ths of
AVARICE, but splendid in the Light of  ehar i ry and burning wrth a
Desire of  helping thy Neighbour,  fo l lowing him discover ing these
Secrets.  Now farewel l  O Lover of  Chyrnistry,  and i f  thou. hast
gained any Light,  e i ther f rom the lnterpretat ion of  BASILIUS, or
my Commentar ies,  enjoying i t ,  and communicate the same to the
Sons of  Art ,  that  Phi losophy oppressed for so many Years wi th the
intol l -erable Yoak of  AVARICE, may at  length be revived, and a re-
turn be of  those t imes of  the Egypt ians,  in which TRISMEGISTUS
and so many wise MAGI,  Phi losophized not wi th empty denom.inat ions,
but wi th wonderful  works -

In these, I  th ink I  have done my part ,  and wri t  more then suff ic ient ly
of  ANTIMONY. I f  any One fol lows me, he may add his own Exper iences to
these, that  ( l r i th the s ingular favour of  GoD) before the consummataon
of the World,  the Myster ies of  che most High may be revealed, Eo his
clory and honour,  and the Conservat ion of  heal th.  Having f in ished this
Discourse, I  intend for a t ime to be si lent  and return to my Monastery,
there to Iearn Phi losophy further,  that  I  may be able to comment of  ot-
her Things and as I  have a}ready promised, I  shal l  (GOD WiI l ing) wr i te
of  Vi t r io l - ,  common Sulphur,  and the Loadstone, and open their  Pr inciple,
Powers,  Operat ions and Vir tues.
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Let GOD the Iord of Eeaven and Earth grant to us temporal Eealth here,
and hereafter Eternal Salriation for the Refreshment of our Souls, in
the Seats of Joy and Gladness, never to be limited within any Bounds of
time. AUEN.

Thus I  conclude thi-s Treat ise of  ANTII{ONY, and al l  whatsoever I  have
wri t ten of  the Red OiI  of  ANTTI4ONY, which is made of  i ts  Sulphur highly
pur i t ied,  and of  the Spir i t ,  which is prepared of  i ts  SaIt .  Tncf ine
your pl ind to those, and with them compare these last ,  which I  have pre-
scr ibed you touching the Stone of  Fire.  I t  you acutely consider Lhem,
you may easi ly f ind their  Union unto the End, by th is Comparacion. For
the Foundat ion is the same, the Reason the same, the Fr iendship the
same, by which Health is required, and the Stag Iong sought taken wich
a pl-easant Hunt i -nq.

FINIS.
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