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INTRODUCTION

This book, entitled The Pass-Keys to Alchemy is indeed that which it
claims to be, for it is the first time that such an alchemical treatise is written
so clearly and truthfully. If not taken seriously now, it could remain a lost art
forever. Probably the science of alchemy will never again be exposed so
frankly, and if this art is not investigated in the modern way, by experiments,
and by taking advantage of the hints supplied in this book, then indeed, it
will forever remain a lost art.

While scientists are everywhere striving to discover new ideas which
they hope will lead on to further knowledge, this remote subject of alchemy
still remains a tangled and unsolved problem. This position notwithstanding,
all the modern knowledge and aid which could be brought to help to
disentangle these mysterious secrets and which the adepts of old have used
all their ingenuity to jumble up, so that the brightest brains are almost
despairing of making any sense of it. Yet it has often been said in those
books on alchemy that the work is “child’s play and women’s work" for it is
a fact that when one is conversant with the subject, it amounts to a natural
simple process, carried out in metals. It is safe to profess that some time in
the future, the art of alchemy will be calfed one of the greatest blessings to
mankind in the form of a golden powder known as the "Elixir of Life" and the
'Philosopher’s Stone". It is the cure of most diseases that affect mankind
and could heal anyone, even on the point of death.

This book has been produced in an effort to clear up the seeming
gibberish that writers have formed, and so to pave the way to study, and
rearrange into a clear picture. It is fair to say that with the help provided,
one might be amazed at the simplicity of this wonderful art, when it is known.

After piecing together the great number of hints that the adepts left in
their treatises, either on purpose or by accident, it has been found, that
although written from many angles, the mysteries and secrets of alchemy,
become clarified, and those hidden secrets no longer exist to mislead as



stumbling-blocks. No matter how many variations were incurred to deter the
researcher, they all arrived at the same result.

A vast amount of literature on this obscure art of alchemy lies resting
in the great libraries, accumulated through hundreds of years, in private
hands, and in treatises in all languages. The student should not find it too
difficult to procure books to study, but he is warned not to indulge himself
too much in any books he finds; otherwise, soon he will become one more
of those frustrated, whilst trying fo make sense of them. Most alchemical
books commence as though written lo be easily understood and digested;
but it is a quite common occurrence to throw down the book in despair,
learning little if anything.

This is the reason for this book, Pass-Keys, and for this introduction
which will illuminate most of a number of books supplied in a very useful
bibliography given in the earfier book on alchemy entitled: "In Pursuit of
Gold", published by Neville Spearman.Ltd. I[n those books one will find a
great deal of useful information; but once again the student is warned
against being misled. Yet by use and aid of much in the bibliography, the
serious researcher may soon find his way, and come to recognize what is
rubbish and what is true.

This science of alchemy has been claimed to be just, "child’s play and
a womain’s work", no doubt it is so, when the processes are known, but this
can come true only by patience and perseverance, only by trial and error in
the experiments, and only by scientific investigation and patience to await
changes taking place.

Today, it may be surmised that many minds are at work to dig out the
hidden mysteries of alchemy, and experiments are carried out, secretly,
alone, sifently; thus not to attract the usual crowd who insist on speaking so
learnedly on any subject about which they are completely ignorant, and who
often use ridicule to cover up their lack of knowing anything about it. There
is no doubt that in the course of time, alchemy will be considered the most
advanced knowledge of metal in existence, for there are many uncovered
virtues in metals still to be found, and they will be discovered in the art of
alchemy.

Therefore, with close attention, patience, and perseverance, in the
experiments carried out, and with the teaching provided in this book, nho
serious researcher can fail to find the goal he is seeking. It will always be
wise to bear in mind that the whole of the work follows a purely natural
process, and there it will be recognized when the tyro is working upon
wrong lines. Indeed, the truth may be stated in the axiom laid down by the
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successful alchemists of the past that "goid can only be transmuted from
base metals, when produced with the seed of gold". And the axiom
continues to raise the question, "Since everything in nature is produced in
this manner, why should nature stop at metals?" True, in this natural
process, the greatest secret of all to be found is where from and how to
procure this mysterious seed of nature of gold, so that gold with this seed
be enabled to multiply and fulfil the power of transmutation hoped for.

In the same manner, it may be claimed, that all base metals can do the
same to produce themselves, if their seed is applied, the adepts say that all
metals are progressing upwards while still in the earth, and thus they further
add to the above axiom, "What takes nature a thousand years to do, the
alchemist who has the "know how" can accomplish it within a year, and
better still in a few months". They have always in all their treatises repeated
"just set the conditions, and as in every other living thing, nature will do the
rest”.

To close this introduction, it is of interest to know, that unlike so many
other discoveries which cost so much to carry on, alchemy and all that is
necessary to carry on the work is well within the cost that an average person
can stand. Space to experiment, a small room, and all the equipment and
materials required can be bought for a few hundred pounds at most;
although, heat is required continuously, it need never arise above boiling
point of water, far less to melt the metals in use, until the end. In the book:
"In Pursuit of Gold", much information will be found; written by Lapidus and
published by Neville Spearman. What is disclosed there, are great secrets,
hidden for two thousands years, still awaiting some brave heart to gather up
all that wonderful knowledge supplied in that book, and in this book:
"Pass-Keys to Alchemy", along with its introduction.

LAPIDUS
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FOREWARD

This document was presented to me for evaluation and edting by Manuel Agori
Corbi of Madrid Spain. It was written by LAPIDUS who wrote In Pursuit of Gold".
He wrote it to "atone” for the paucity of intelligible data in that book. This then
represents and elaboration of his last book plus introduction of new data.

This book is not to be reproduced by ANYone in ANYway as it is scheduled for

possible publication.

Hans W. Nintzel
RAM.S,



PASS KEYS OF ALCHEMY

THE FIRST TREATISE

(Pass-Key Number One)

CHAPTER I

Pass-Key Number One is an extract chosen from a lengthy poem on alchemy
by Eireneus Philalethes entitled: "The Marrow of Alchemy", and may be
considered the most outstanding and informative treatise on the art ever revealed
so openly.

When understood the verses supplied here will be simple to follow, but
where there are problems that are bound to arise, which have been confused on
purpose to mislead; they will later on in this Pass-Key be clarified and amplified
by what follows and by the comments of the present author.

The matter first which for our work we take,
is only gold, and with it mercury,

which we decock until neither will forsake,
the other, in which both do die,

and rot by putrefaction, and after that,

both are in glory regenerate.

It is of the greatest importance to know that the art of alchemy is commenced
by gold and mercury. Right at the beginning, however, the greatest stumbling
block of all is placed in the path of the student, and this is the metal mercury.
This is the bugbear in which countless searchers have lost their way, for right at
the start, we are informed that common mercury is not used, in other words,
quicksilver is no use at all in producing the result that we hope for. Later on we



will see that a different kind of mercury is an imperative ingredient, but it is not
common type and is not even mercury, but called mercury to mislead. In fact it
is a liquid and from this rule countless researchers received the impression that
there is only one mercury required in alchemy, and of what this consists is
completely unknown. Throughout the ages, and right up to date; in despair,
common mercury has been tried, in a thousand different ways, and has always
proven to be a failure.

Researchers, in feeling they have been mislead by the treatises, have always
gone back in the hopes that notwithstanding the failures, somewhere in their
experiments, they have been mistaken and this can be found at last to be true. This
great faith in common mercury or the metallic kind, is on account of the fact that
ordinary mercury will mix with most metals, base or precious, at ordinary room
temperature, but on heating, quickly leaves them when and if a greater heat is
applied. This makes quicksilver useless for our particular purpose, as stated in the
third line of the above verse; where we are told, that mercury and the gold must
ever more stay together in the working of our experiments. Another fact, we are
informed in most alchemical treatises that mercury does not wet the hand, which
does not apply to that mysterious mercury that is used in alchemy. Nevertheless,
past experimenters of alchemy still come back to try the ordinary mercury, or
quicksilver, and never believe that there might be two kinds of mercury, one of
which is not mercury at all, and because this is another way of misleading those
searchers who still persist not knowing there is another, which is falsely named
Mmercury.

What is needed is a liquid which has been named in so many ways, including
the metallic metal; and without a teacher, one does not proceed far in the art. In
hundreds of different ways this mysterious liquid-mercury has been described but
all adept books never mention its proper name.

We will mention some of the names for this liquid: "water", "philosophers
mercury”, “"metalline water", "secret fire", and "sophic fire". Many more names
will be given as we proceed with this poem.

We will describe the nature of this sophic fire, so called, having the power
to dissolve the strongest or hardest metals into water in a heat no more than that
of a hot summer’s day, 120 degrees Fahrenheit, for instance. Gold, which would
ordinarily require 1000 centigrade degrees of heat to melt, and even iron will melt
quite easily (in it), and there it is called by some adepts, our secret fire but is not
a fire. It can do more, it can change them into a black liquid like mud in the short
time of about forty two days, if left in a heat which must not fade out. And so this
wrong name has bedeviled thousands of searchers throughout ages past and



continues to do so up to the present day. A hint is given in the next verse, which
will make plain that after all, only real mercury or quicksilver must be used, in
addition to the secret fire which acts as a catalyst.

For what in weight a metal equals not,

In flux will never enter it, how then,

Has nature her strict laws so forgotten,

to please the fancies of these doting men,
the perfect metallurgist knows well.

Nought but metalline may with metals dwell.

The last lines of the above verse makes plain that only metals can mix with
metals. The name meralline will often be given to the water that is used, but here
it applies to metals, as the next verse will show.

True, all nature knows of water how to make,
a body metalline, when once the seed,

of metals it inhabiting, doth take

occasion to work. Yer it is decreed,

that nature herself throughout her total race,
shall be confined unto her proper place.

The last two lines tells us, that metal mercury is indeed used, but only in
conjunction with the philosopher’s mercury which is the liquid secret fire. The
above verse now introduces the water, which gives the secret that nature can make
Sfrom metals, into a metalline kind, so as to work upon mertals, but this must be
prepared, before use, and produced by distilling a certain clear water from certain
metals. One more secret comes revealed; that this water, which by the way is not
water at all, will not finally become a metal, but must be used again and again as
a catalyst to bring forward the work. This secret fire has therefore lasting
properties.

But when that gold with its own Meralline mercury

is tempted and within a fit glass closed,

and in a due heat digested, bye and bye ir doth begin to act,
Jor thus disposed, it is like a good

seed into good ground cast,

which shall augment itself in kind at last.



As then each earth for each seed is not fit,

so each metalline water for our art, tis not ro be desired.
They who hit on our true water

have the hidden part of our rare stone,

which if they can espouse, ‘

and so with the sun digest, in its due house.

With a due fire, I may be bold to say,

that they may go to the Hesperian Tree,

and pluck its apples. These are such as may,
advance corporal gold to such degree,

that all metals which imperfect are,

it may enter, tinge, and fix to gold most rare.

These last verses should now be self-explanatory. We now can go to
investigate the great secret of the water. The water of our sea is of many more
names: “our fire", "burning water"”, "the invisible fire", "the mover”, "the first
agent”, ete..

But of this secret mercury; if you desire,
the secret for to learn, attend to me,

for this is a water which yet is fire,

which conquers bodies from their degree,
and makes them fly much like a spirit pure,
and this after fixing all flames to endure.

This water it doth flow from a fourfold spring,

which is but three, which two, which but one,

is the only bath to bathe our king,

This is our Maydew, this our flying stone;

our bird of Hermes in the mountains flying,
and without voice or note is always crying.

Three more names for the secret fire, you will come across. The student
will guess what this water is, when he encounters them: "Maydew”, "flying stone,
"the bird of Hermes", and also the poet claims, it is always crying.

In the above verses, what follows may be described as the most important



secret of the whole art of alchemy. When this is known and understood, the secret
method of preparation for use will be simple and plain. The fourfold spring above
i1s the water in which metals are soaking up the water, in a gentle heat,
continuously sending up a vapor, which is the secret fire. When these metals are
melted, what is left, after proper distillation is only one thing, as speaks the verse
above. Then the metals and the water will result in one only thing, a black liquid
in 50 days.

In the above poem, the Bird of Hermes and the Flying Stone obviously are
the vapor, which while distilling, must not be allowed to disappear into the air and
be lost. The vapor named thus is said to be always crying which is just another
manner of speaking to hide revealing the fact of being distilled. The cooling vapor
as 1t comes through the retort into the receiver comes along in a very clear shining
water, which might be compared to tears. If these tears are allow to evaporate into
the air, its usefulness would be wasted. In the work, this distillation must be
repeated four times to enhance the strength it must gain to do its work.

For the researcher a new problem will now arise and here the artificer must
learn which metal to take in hand for commencing the art of preparing the secret
fire to enable the water to bring him results, and act that catalysis which will
cause changes in other bodies, without itself changing or deteriorating.

Tis Saturn’s offspring who a well doth keep,

In which cause Mars to be drowned, then

Ler Saturn behold his face in this well.

Which will seem fresh, and young and tender, when
the souls of both are both together blended,

Jor each by the other need to be amended.

Then behold, a star into this well shall fall,
and with its lustrous rays the earth shall shine,
Let Venus add her influence with all,

Jfor she is nurse of this stone divine,

The bond of crystalline mercury.

This is the spring in which our sun must die.

When this poem was written, metals had planetary names, Saturn was Lead,
whose nature was dark and dirty; Mars was iron, magnetic, and not easy to
overcome: Venus was copper; the Sun was gold, and the Moon was silver. In
alchemical treatises, it was rarely indeed to find the metal Antimony mentioned;



of crystalline texture, a beautiful shining effect given off. In the above poem,
Saturn’s offspring is mentioned, sometimes called Saturn’s son; and in other books,
Saturn’s daughter. We may guess it meant that Antimony was an extract of lead.
Artephius; however, writes: "Antimony is a mineral participating of Saturnine
parts” and agrees with gold and gold is truly swallowed up by this antimonial
Argent Vive, and Argent Vive, although meaning quicksilver", yet here is one
more name for the secret fire, and is not mercury. Beware not to be misled when
reading argent vive, and thinking this is common mercury.

This is our Lunar Juice, this is our moon.
This is the Hesperian Garden, happy they,
who know it to prepare, for they very soon,
may climb the mountain tops where every day,
darkness may banish obscurity,

of which the art you shall hear bye and bye.

Lunar juice 1s yet another name for the water, or the sophic fire. This is
how the different masters of alchemy devised different names for that wonderful
water which they found so important to hide.

Take thou that substance which is Saturn’s child;
This is the serpent which thou shalt see devour,
Cadmus and his companions, though defiled they be.
Yet thou shalt with a gentle shower,

wash off its blackness till a moon appear.

shining most bright. Know then the day is near.

Here the water is called Saturn’s child, which again 1s a liquid.

It 1s well to introduce here a master of alchemy who lived a thousand years
ago Artephius, in his "Secretr Book", was extolled by an alchemist many years
later who said, after many experiments; claimed the writer of the Secret Book as
the most true, simple, and wonderful book that was ever written. In fact no
alchemist could ever succeed without close study of Artephius, who wrote the truth
so clearly and plainly. Artephius commences his treatise with the name of the
metal Antimony and tells us it is a mineral participating of Saturnine parts. No



book has clarified this fact, and indeed, it is Saturn’s offspring. Thus we have a
sure start in alchemy. Add to this Antimony, Mars, and Venus, and the secret
fire, and you have the fourfold spring of Saturn’s well.

There is an instruction here of which to be warned. It reads: "Wash off its
blackness till a moon appear.” This is a misleading advice and on no account
should this be done, for this blackness will eventually turn into whiteness. If the
truth be told, the advice should be: "When the water is all distilled off", pour back
the clear water, and repeat a few times, so that the distilled water becomes more
powerful to act its part. Each time the black matter may be left fairly firm and be
stirred up with a firm wire, so that the water enters in. Another useful hint is that
all metals used could be purchased in powder form to expedite the work, for in the
times past, the grinding of them was a sore bugbear for the artificer.

One more word of advice. When preparing the philosophers mercury see that
enough water is prepared. For all through the working, this metalline mercury will
be required. The Stone can only be dry as a metal, when made. Alchemy is
nature’s work, and all things in nature need water and heat of different degrees,
when being brought to birth.

In the last verse of the poem. The dictionary explains the word: defiled:
dirty, befouled, polluted, corrupted, unclean. The words in the poem says:
"Cadmus and his companions, though defiled they be..." In other words, brought
to a dirty blackness.

This is the water shining very bright,

Mix this with Sol with due proportion, next
to learn the due heat fail not, then thy sight
shall teach the rest, the lion being vexed
shall make with the eagles a bloody fight,
and all shall end in perfect night.

With all that has gone before, you have now uncovered a good deal of the
secrets of alchemy! For this last verse, above, clearly informs the searcher that
having prepared the water, he may now mix it with the gold in due proportion.

Take then our mercury (which is our moon),
And it espouse with the terrestrial Sun,

Thus man and wife are joined, and to them soon
add the reviving spirit; this when done,

a noble game you soon shall espy, because



you have attended natures noble laws.

Of the red man one, of the white wife three,
take thou, and mix which is good proportion.
Then of the water, four parts let there be,
This mixture is our lead, which unto motion
will be moved by a most gentle heat,

Which must increased be until it sweat.

The Red man, of course is gold, and the white wife is the clear white water,
the secret fire, and soon add a little more of the metalline mercury, and later a
little more, and this may only be learned by slow careful experiment.

But, Ho beware impatience do not cause thee,
Through itch of mind, for to behold,

thy work in this way transgress natures laws:
For no man sooner errs through heat and cold,
than he who, through impatience of mind,
cannot expect its time that he should find.

Move not thy glass, nor open, else thou wilt
endanger, nay, destroy thy work beside
increase not thy fire rashly, less that spilt

thy work thou see, there is nothing all that tide
that this thy work doth stand, so much of fear,



g A e I
INTrODUCTTON.

This book,entitled "The Pass-Keys to Alchemy" is in deed
that which it claims to be.,for it is the first time that such
an alchemical treatise is written so clearly and truthfully.

If not tuken seriously now,it could remasin a lost art for ever.
Probablykhe science of zlchemy will never again be exposed so
franklyqand if this art is not investigated,in the mcdern wayhbyd
experiments,by taking advantage of the hints supplied in this
book,then indeed it will forever remzin a lost art,

While scientists are everywhere striving to discover new
ideas which they hope will lead on to further knowledge,this
remote subject of alchemy still remzins & tangled problem and
unsolvable,this position notwithstanding all the modern knowledge
and 8id which could be brought to help +to disentangle theése
mysterious ' secrets that the adepts of old have used 211 their
ingénuity to jumble up, so that the brightest brains are almost
-despairing of making sense. Yet it has often been said in these
books on alchemy that the work is"childs plsy and womems work"
for it is & fsct tht when one is conversant with the subject,
it amounts to a natural simple process,carried out dd metals.

It is safe tobﬁéofessed that some time in the future,the art
of alchemy will be called one of the greatest blessings to
menkind in the form of a golden powder known as "The Elixir of
iiiZaﬁzéiagggg%zzéagfgphers Sizne",?h: c;rz ?ihmost diseases

W awpne,even on e point o eath.

This book has beméroduced in an effort to cle-r up the
seeming gibberish that writersﬂ?grmed,and so to pave the way
to study,and rearrange into a clear picture. It is fair to say
that with the help provided,one might be amazed at the simplicit:

of this wonderful art,prﬁ¢~41’qﬁJLﬂ”ﬂ“”‘

Lfter plecin~ together the grest number of hints that
the adepts leftsin their treatises,either on purpose or by
accident,it hasbeen found,that slthough written from many angles,
the mysteries and secrets of szlchemy,become clarified, and those
hidden secrets no longer exist to mislead as stumbling-blockse
No matter how many variations incerted fb deter the researcggr,
they z2ll1 arrived st the same result.
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: A vast amount of literature on this obscure art of alchemy

? 1ies resting in the great librariesyaccumulated through hundreds of
é-years,also in private hands,and there are treakises in all languages.
; The student should not find it too difficult to procureﬂto study,but
! ne is warned not to indulge himself too much in any books he findg

| otherwise,soon he will become one more of those frustrated,whilst

; trying to make sense of them. Most alchemical books commence as

k though written to be easily understood and digested,but it is &

| quite common occurance to throw down the boock in despair of learning

anythlngThls is the reason for thiés book of "Pass-Keys)"and this
introduction will illuminate most of a number of books gupplied in

a very useful blbllography given 1in the latest book on alchemy
entitled “In Pursult Of Gold®, published by Neville Spearman.Ltd.

. In them you will find a great deal of useful infotmation,but once
again the student is warned against being mislead,but met by use .
 and aid of much in the bibliography,the serious recearcher may soon
find his way,and know to recognise what is rubbish and what &s truke

This science of alchemy has been claimed to be Just,"childs
play and a womans work": no doubt it is so,when the processes ane
known,but this can come true with patience and perseverence, and by

trial and error in the experlments,as is usual in 501ent1f1c

investigation, owol P“.&,u.u.fa s 0l o Qe M s Lores ‘
To-day,it may be surmxsédxhat many minds are at work to dig out{

the hidden mysteries of alchemy,and experiments are carried out,

secretly, alone and silently,thus not to attract the usual crowd

who insist on speaking soO learnedly on any subjcct about which they

are completely ignorant,and often use ridicule to cover up their

lack of knowing anything about it. There is no doubt that in course

oL tlme alchemy will be considered the most advanced knowledge of metal

\z4;

sin ex1ﬁtence,for there are aﬁﬁuﬁYuncovered virtues in metals still

;-to be Pound4and they will be discovered in the art of alchemy-
“herefore with close attention,patience,zme » reover O

in the experiments carried out,2nd with the teaching prov1ded_
in this book,no serious researcher c:n fuil to find the goal he

is seek}hg{
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It will always be wise to be:zr in mind that the whole
of the work follows a purely natural process,and there it will
be recognised when the tyro is working upon wrong lines.
Tndeed the truth may be ststed in the axiom lzid down by the
successful alchemists of the past that "Gold can only be
transmuted from basemetals,when priduced with the seed of gold".
and the axiom,continues to rzise the question,"Since everything
in nature is produced in this munngr,why should natﬁre stop
at metals%; True,°t$this natural process,the greatest secret
of sll %ﬁlwheg% from,and how to procure this m@?ﬁ@rious seed of
naturéjto gold,so that gold with this seed be enzbled to
multiply,and fulfil the pbdwer of transmutation, hoped fors

In the same manner,it msy be claimed,that a3ll buse metals
can do the same to produce themselves,if théw seed is spplied,

the adepb%éay that all’metgls are progressing upwards while

yétdd to the aboveaxiom,""What
URT 243,
taokes nature a thousand-year to do,the alchemist who has the

still in the earth,and%}tus the;;

"Know How" can accomplish it within z ye&r,and better still in
a few menths". They have alwaysyin &1l their treatises repeated
"Just set the conditions,and as in every other living thing,and
nature will do the rest". '

To close this introduction, it is of ‘interest to know,
that unlike so many other discoveries,which cost so much to
carry on,alchemy «nd all thst is necessary to cuarry on the
work is well within the cost that an average person can stand.
Space to experimenty a smzll room ,and all the eguipment and
materials reguired can be bought for a few hundred poundsgl}ﬁ”k‘
althoush hezt is required,conti&ggusly,it need never arise above
boiling point of water?%g sgf; the metals in usequntil the end,

“ITn the book "in Pursuit of Gold"™ much informztion will be founde.

By Lapidus.publishers\Neville Spearmsn.®What is disclosed there,

are great secrets,hidden for two thousinds years,still awaiting

]
some brave hearﬁto gather up all thefewonderful knpwledege supplie
in that boock,and in the book "FPags-Keys to Alchemy"” above,““i’

with this introductione
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Chapter  one Pass - Key Number One. VHILALE TUES

Pass - Key Number one is an extract chosen from a lenghthy
poem oh Akehemy by Eireneus Philalethes entitled "THE MARROW
of Alchemy",and may be considered the most outstanding and
informative treatise on the art ever revealed so openly.

- When understood after explanation by the present author,
the verses supplied here,will be simple to follow,but where
there are problems that are bound to arise,which have been
confused on purpose to mislead,they will later on,in this
pass - Key be clarified and amplified by what follows.by the
comment of the present author, and are marked thus.( ZlU).

The matter first whith for our work we take,
is ohly gold,and with it mercury.

which we decock until neither will forsake,
the other,in which both do die,

and rot by putrefaction,snd after that,
both are in glory regenerate.

(AU) It is of the greatest importance to know that the art,

of alchemy is commesuneedsBy gold and mercury. Right at the
beginning however,The greatest stumbling of all, is placed

in the path of the student,and this is themetal mercury. This
is the bugbear in which countless searchert have lost their wage.
for right at the start,we are informed that common mercury is npt
used,in other words guicksilver 1is no use at all in producing

.Drf-‘F ERANT
the result we hope for. Later on,we will see,that qklnd of

mercury is an i ritive ingredient,but i ot the c mon
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and from this rule,e untless resesrchers received the im

that there is only one mercury required in alchemy,and what this

consists of is completely unknowned. Throughout the ages,gnd

right up to date,in despair,the common mercury has been tried

id a thousand:sdifferent ways,and always proved a failure.
Researchers,in feeling they have been mislepid by by the

treatises,have always gone back in the hopes,that notwithstanding
the failures,somewhere in thelr experiments,they have been
mistaken.,This great faith in common mercury,or the metalic kind
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is on account of the fact that ordinary mercury will mix with
most metals,base or pfecious,in ordinary room temperature,of
heating,but quickly leaves them wheniggggeater heat 1is
applied. This makes cquicksilver useless for our particular
purpose,,2s stated in the third line of the above verse,where
we are told,that mercury and the gold,must ever more stay

together in the working of our experiments.Anotter fact,we

are informed in most alchemical treatises,that mercury does
not wet the hand,which does not apply to that mysterious
mercury that is used in alchemy.Neverthe less,past experimentég
of alchemy still come back to trying the ordinary msrcury,or
guicksilverqand never believing that there might be two kinds
of mercury,one of which is not mercury at allsand because this
is another way of misleading those searchers who still persist
noﬂknowing theréfanother,whﬁ”ﬁs falsely named mercury.

‘What is needed is a liquid which has been named in 80 =
many ways,including the metallic metal, that without a teacher
one does not proceed far in the art. In hundredé?ﬁifferent way:
this mysterious ligquid-mercury has been described but all adept
books,never mentioﬂ?ﬁts proper name,

We will mention some of the names for this ligquid.” Water
PhllosopherSmmercury,metaillne water Secret Flr%,%mphlc Flre,
Many more will be given as we proceed with this poem,

We will descriBe the nature of this sophic fire,so called

o FARPEST

having the power to dissolve the strongestfmetals into warter
FGREES Fﬁﬂaﬁnz-.-

in a heat no more that a hot summers dayEAFor instance,Gold,
2GR
which would reguire 1£00 centlgradeﬁof gedt to melt,and even

fﬂ% melts cquite ea51ly,dnd*EPLre it is called by some adepts,
our "Secret Eéifﬂ toggéﬂgo more:it can chsnge them into a
blsck liguidamud in the short time of about forty two days.
if left in a heat which ;g%rnot fade out. 2nd so this wrong
name has bedevilled thousands of searchers throughout ages
past;and continues to do so until the presemt day. A hint is
giveNin the next verse,which will make plain that after alls

only real mercury,or quicksilver must be useé, ﬂqfugﬁvn%m’&;

L SERET FfEE W/d:]ﬂ-f ACTs ps pOATELYST:



For what in weight a metal equals not,

In flux will never enter it,how then,

Has nature her strict laws so foresgot,

to please the fancies of these doting men,
the perfect metallurgist knows well.

Nought but metalline may with metals dwell.

(AU) Thedlast lines of the above verse ngkes plain that only
metals can mix with metals. The name metalline will often be
given to the water that is used, but here it applies to metals,
as the next verse will showe

True,ailc nature knows of water how to make,

a body meballine,when once the seed,

of metals it inhabiting,doth kake

occasion to work. Yet it-is decreed,

that nature herself throughout her total race,
shall be confined unto her proper placee

(AU) The last two lines tells ubj:t.the metal mercury is indeéed
used,but only in conjunction with theb?hilosophers~ﬂeroury“
which is the liquid "Secret Fire". The above verse now
introduces the waterywhich gives the secret that nature can
make from metals,into a hetalline kind,so as to work upon
metalsebut this must be prepared,before useqand produced Ezgmfﬁ
distilling a certain clear water from certain metalse One more
secret tomés revealed,that this water,which by the way is nut
water at all,will not finally become a metal,but must be use~d
again and-again as a catalyst to bring forwsrd the work.This
"Secret Fire has therefore lasting properties.
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%ut when that gold with.its own Matalline mercury
is tempted and within a fit glass closed,

and in a due heat digested,bye and bye it

doth begin to act,for thus disposed,

it is like to good seed into good ground cast,
which shall augment itself in kind at laste.

As then each earth for each seed is not fit,
so each metalline water for our art,
Tis not to be desired. They who hit -
on our true water have the hidden parté
of our rare stone,which if they can espouse,
and~go -with the sun digest,in its due house,

With a due fire,I may be bold to say,

that they may go to the Hesperian Tree,

and pluck its apples. These are such as majg,
advance corporal gold to such degree,

that all metals which imperfect are,

it may enter,tinge,and fix to gold most raree.

(AU). These last verses should now be self explanatory.

We now can go to investigate the preat secret of the water.
oy he water of our sea,is of many moTre names. Qur fire
he venoiiagusg : s 25 ) o 2 2
pUrnIng “wated,The invisible fire,The mover The first asent,ecte.
C ? ? 9

But of this secret mercury;if you desire,
the secret for to learn,attend to mes

For this is a water which yet is fire,
which concuers bodies from their degree,
and makes them fly much like a spirit pure,
and this after fixing all flames to endure.

This water it doth flow from a fourfold spring,
which is but three,which two,nd which but one,
is the only bath to bathe our king,

This is our maydew,this our flying stone;

our bird of Hermes in the mourt b @ANS flying,

and without voice or note is always cryings

(AU) Three more names for the Secret Fire, you will come acrosse
The Student will guess what this water isywhen he encounters
them. "Maydaw",Flying stone,,the Bird of Hermes,and also the poet
claims,it is always cryinge.

(@U) Inthe above verses,whay follows may be describeé &s the

most important secret of the whole art of alchemy. When this is
xnown,and understood,the secret method of preparation for use

will be simple and plain,The fourfold spring ab@veiifkhe water

in which metals are soaking yp the water, in a gentle heat,
continuously sending up 2 vapour,yhich is the "Secret Fire2.
When these metals are melted,what is left, after proper distillatim

is only cne thing,as speaks the verse above Then the metals and the
water will result in "One only thing", a black liguid in 50 dayses
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In the above poem,"The Bird of Hermes"and the "Flying Stone"
obviously is the vapour,which while disfilling, must not be allowed
to disappear into the air and be lost. The wvapour named thus issaid
to be"always crying" which is Jjust another manner of speaking to
hide revealing the fact of being distilled. The £ooling vapour as
it comes through the retort into the receiver comes along in a
very clear shining water,which might be eompared to tears. If tlHese
tears are allow to evaporate into the air,its usefulness would be
wasted. In the work,this distillation must be repeated four timss
to enhance the strength it must gain to do its worke
For the researcher,a new problem will now arisesznd here
the artificer must learn which metal to take in hand for commencing
the art of preparing the "Secret Fire" to enable the water to
bring him resultsqand sct that catalysis which will cause changes
in other bodiésgwithout itself changing,er deteriorating.

& Tis Saturn's offspring who a well doth keep,

o In which cause mars to be drowned,then
Let Saturn behold his face in this well.
Which will seem fresh,and young and tender,when
the souls of both are both together blended,
for ezch by the other need to be amended.

ThHer behold,A star into this well shall fall,

and with its lustrous rays the earth shall shine,
Let Venus add her influence . with all,

for she is nurse of this stone divine,

The bond of crystalline mercury:
This is the spring in which our sun must die.

(AU) When this poem was written,metals had planetary names,

Saturn was Lead,whose nature was dark and dirty; Mars was iron,
magnetic,and not easy to ovecrcome:Venus was copper:The Sun was
gold,and the Moon was silver. In alchemical trestises,it was
rarely indeed to find the metal Antimony mentioned;of crystallime
texturesa besutiful shining effect given off. In the above poem,
Sqturgfs offspring is mentioned,sometimes called ssaturn's son,

@ 1985 PE RS Hodke, Fathien 's daughter. We may guess it meant that
Antimony was an extract of lead. Artephigus,however writesfAntimony
is a mineral participating of Saturnine parts" znd agrees with gold.
and gold'is truly swallowed up by this antimonial Argent Vive.
and"Argent Viveyalthough meaning quicksilve#,yet here is one more

WA ot : r +
name for the Secret Firee eﬁgreﬂfggﬁgé be misled when reading

argent vive,and thinging this is common mercurys
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This is our Imnar Juice, this is our moon.Ilii i ! ?f
This is the Hesperian Ggrden,happy they,
who know it to prepare,for they verysoon,
may climb the mountain tops where every day,
darkness may banish obscurity,
of which the art you shall hear bye and bye.

(AU) «Lunar Juice is yet another name for the water,or the sophic
fire. This is how the differentc masters of alchemy devised
different names for that wonderful water which they found so

important to hidee.
Take thou that substance which is Saturn's childj
This is the serpent which thou shalt geecdevour,
Cadmus and his companionsethough defiled they be.
Yet thou shalt with a gentle shower,
wash off its blackness till a moon appear.
shining most bright. Know then the day is near.

(AU). Here the water is called Szturn's child,which again 1is

a licuid.Iticiks welXutd 1ntrodgg§ahere a master of alchemy who
lived a thousand years agogy Hls"Secret Book", was extolled by

an alchemist many years later who said,after many experiments;
claimed the writer of the "Secret Book" as the most +true,simple,
and wonderful book E?%Eoﬂ%? ever written. In fact no alchemist
could ever succeed/ close study of Artephiusywho wrote the truth

so clearly and plainly.Artephius commences his t?eatisg with
the name of the metal Antimony,3nd tells us it is a mineral
participating of Ssturnine partse No other book has claird this

factyand indeed ;Ekig_gggg;gfs offspring.Thus we have a sure
start in alchemy. Add to this Ahtimony,Msrs,and venus,and the
secret fire,and 3hﬁshavekhe fourfold spring of Sasturn's well.
There is an instruction here of which to be warned.It reads
myash off its blackness till a moon appear.®™ This is a misleading
adviceyand on no account should this be @one,for this blackness
will eventually turn into whiteness. If the truth be told,the
advice should belWHEN THE WATER I8 411 &istilled O6FF,pour back
the clear water,and repeat a few times,so that the dis@illed waker
becomes more powerfull to act its part.Each time the black matter
may be left fairly firm and be stirred up with a firm wire,so
that the water enters in. Another useful hint:Sthat all metals
used could be purchased in powder form to expedite the work,for

in the times past,the grinding of them was a sore bugbear for the
artificers
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One more word of advice.When preparing the"PhilosoBers Mercury"” ¢
see that enough water is prepared. For all through the working,
this metalline mercury will be required.The Stone can enly be

dry as a metal,when made. Alchemy is Nature's work,and all things
in nature need water and heat of different degrees,when being
brought to birthe.

(AU) In the last verse of the poem. The dictionary explains

the word"defiled" Dirty,befouled.poluted,corruped,uncleans;

"é?b§1¥9rg§ énbthe poem says: Cadmus and his companions,though
gerileath y “bes" In other words,brought to a; dirty blackness.

T%is is the water shining very bright,
Mix this with Sol with due proportion: next
to lesgrn the due heat fail not,then thy sight
shall teach the rest,the lion being vexed
shall make with the eagles a bloody fight,
and all shall end in perfect nighte ”
: ; =
(AU).With 8ll that has gone before,you have, now nncovered;ved,
Pl ALe deof colotey 444 %mo&&u&wﬁoﬂmhw};m Loenr ey
a good deal of the secretg of alchemy,for this last verse ;%%ve
clearly informs the searcher that having prepared the water,
he may now mix it with the gold in due ppoportion.

Tske then our mercury(which is our moon,)
-And it espouse with the terrestrial Sun,
Thus man and wife are joined,and to them soon
add the reviving spirit:this when done

a noble gamelyou scon shall espy,because

.you have attended natures noble lawse

Of the red man one:of the white wife three,
take thou,and mix which is good proportion.
Then of the water,four parts let there be,
This mixture is our lead,which unto motion
wildberhovedtby.a most gentle heat,
Which must increased be until it sweatbe.

Lz ¢
white water,the secret fire, and soon“add a little more of the

metgiline mercury,and later a little more,and this may only be

(AU) The Red man,ofcourse is.%Oldgiﬁﬁ the g&}tz Wifiﬁif'the clear

learned by slow careful experiment.

But ,Ho beware impatience do not cause thee,
Through itch of mind,for to behold,

thy work.in this way transgress natures laws:
- Por fio manEooner errs through hest and cold,
than he who,through impatience of mind,
cannot expect its time that he should finde.

Move® not thy glass,nor open,else thou wilt
endanger,nay,destroy thy work.beside

increase not thy fire rashly,less that spilt

thy work thou see,there is nothing all that tide

that this th¥_work doth stand,so much of fear,
as £Q0 much Témegne hour will cost thee dear, .. oo o



Dale Halverstadt
120 Rainbow Rd. BLE
Leadville, Colo.

80461
Hans Nintzel 3/24/89

733 Melrose Drive
Richardson, Texas 75080

Dear Hans,

Inclosed is the copy of the book as I edited it for myself. The words
underlined are not found in the text, but added by me to make the reading
flow more easily. I hope I did not change the meaning of what was striven
to be said. Also, on page 49 the word domesit appears in bold print. [
really could not get clear what word was intended or what the meaning was.
I know that needs to be corrected and that there might well need be a
number of other words and phrases changed to made it even better.

Might I add that I hope you can soon forgive David Weich any
indiscretion that he might have played at your expense and that all might
gain from this book in some way.

Sincerely,

QL.

Dale Halverstadt
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INTRODUCTION

This book, entitled 7he Pass-Keys to Alchemy is indeed that which it
claims 1o be, for it is the first time that such an alchemical treatise is written
so clearly and truthfully. If not taken seriously now, it could remain a lost
art forever. Probably the science of alchemy will never again be exposed so
frankly, and if this art is not investigated in the modern way, by
experiments, and by taking advantage of the hints supplied in this book,
then indeed, it will forever remain a lost art.

While scientists are everywhere striving to discover new ideas which
they hope will lead on to further knowledge, this remote subject of alchemy
still remains a tangled and unsolved problem. This position notwithstanding,
all the modern knowledge and aid which could be brought to help to
disentangle these mysterious secrets and which the adepts of old have used
all their ingenuity to jumble up, so that the brightest brains are almost
despairing of making any sense of it. Yet it has often been said in those
books on alchemy that the work is “child's play and women's work" for it is a
fact that when one is conversant with the subject, it amounts to a natural
simple process, carried out in metals. It is safe to profess that some time in
the future, the art of alchemy will be called one of the greatest blessings to
mankind in the form of a golden powder known as the "Elixir of Life" and the
"Philosopher’s Stone”. It is the cure of most diseases that affect mankind and
could heal anyone, even on the point of death.

This book has been produced in an effort to clear up the seeming
gibberish that writers have formed, and so to pave the way to study, and
rearrange into a clear picture. It is fair to say that with the help provided,
one might be amazed at the simplicity of this wonderful art, when it is
known.

After piecing together the great number of hints that the adepts left in
their treatises, either on purpose or by accident, it has been found, that
although written from many angles, the mysteries and secrets of alchemy,
become clarified, and those hidden secrets no longer exist to mislead as
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stumbling-blocks. No matter how many variations were incurred to deter
the researcher, they all arrived at the same result.

A vast amount of literature on this obscure art of alchemy lies resting
in the great libraries, accumulating through hundreds of years, in private
hands, and in treatises in all languages. The student should not find it too
difficult to procure books to study, but he is warned not to indulge himself
too much in any books he finds; otherwise, soon he will become one more of
those frustrated, whilst trying to make sense of them. Most alchemical
books commence as though written to be easily understood and digested; but
it is a quite common occurrence to throw down the book in despair, learning
little if anything.

This is the reason for this book, Pass-£eys, and for this introduction
which will illuminate most of a number of books supplied in a very useful
bibliography given in the latest book on alchemy entitled: /o Pursuit of Gold
published by Neville Spearman Ltd. In those books one will find a great deal
of useful information; but once again the student is warned against being
mislead. Yet by use and aid of much in the bibliography, the serious
researcher may soon find his way, and come 1o recognize what is rubbish
and what is true.

This science of alchemy has been claimed o be just, “child’s play and a
woman's work”, no doubt it is so, when the processes are known; but this can
come true only by patience and perseverance, only by trial and error in the
experiments, and only by scientific investigation and patience to await
changes taking place.

Today, it may be surmised that many minds are at work to dig out the
hidden mysteries of alchemy, and experiments are carried out, secretly,
alone, silently; thus not to attract the usual crowd who insist on speaking so
learnedly on any subject about which they are completely ignorant, and who
often use ridicule to cover up their lack of knowing anything about it. There
is no doubt that in the course of time, alchemy will be considered the most
advanced knowledge of metal in existence, for there are many uncovered
virtues in metals still to be found, and they will be discovered in the art of
alchemy.

Therefore, with close attention, patience, and perseverance, in the
experiments carried out, and with the teaching provided in this book, no
serious researcher can fail to find the goal he is seeking. It will always be
wise to bear in mind that the whole of the work follows a purely natural
process, and there it will be recognized when the tyro is working upon
wrong lines. Indeed, the truth may be stated in the axiom laid down by the
successful alchemists of the past that “gold can only be transmuted from
base metals, when produced with the seed of gold”. And the axiom continues
to raise the question, Since everything in nature is produced in this manner,
why should nature stop at metals?” True, in this natural process, the

ii
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greatest secret of all to be found is where from and how to procure this
mysterious seed of nature to gold, so that gold with this seed be enabled to
multiply and fulfil the power of transmutation hoped for.

In the same manner, it may be claimed, that all base metals can do the
same to produce themselves, if their seed is applied, the adepts say that all
metals are progressing upwards while still in the earth, and thus they
further add to the above axiom,"What takes nature a thousand year to do,
the alchemist who has the "know how" can accomplish it within a year, and
better still in a few months”. They have always in all their treatises
repeated “just set the conditions, and as in every other living thing, nature
will do the rest”.

To close this introduction, it is of interest to know, that unlike so many
other discoveries which cost so much to carry on, alchemy and all that is
necessary to carry on the work is well within the cost that an average person
can stand. Space to experiment, a small room, and all the equipment and
materials required can be bought for a few hundred pounds at most;
although, heat is required continuously, it need never arise above boiling
point of water and to far less to melt the metals in use, until the end. In the
book: /n Pursuit of God much infor mation will be found; written by Lapidus
and published by Neville Spearman. What is disclosed there, are great
secrets, hidden for two thousands years, still awaiting some brave heart to
gather up all that wonderful knowledge supplied in that book, and in this
book: Pass-Keys to Alchemy, and with this introduction.

iii



PASS-KEY TO ALCHEMY

PASS-KEY.
FIRST TREATISE
Chapter 1

Pass-Key Number One is an extract chosen from a lengthy poem on
alchemy by Eireneus Philalethes entitled: 7he Marrow of Alchemy, and may
be considered the most outstanding and informative treatise on the art ever
revealed so openly.

When understood after explanation by the present author, the verses
supplied here, will be simple to follow, but where there are problems that
are bound to arise, which have been confused on purpose to mislead, they
will later on, in this Pass-Key be clarified and amplified by what follows, by
the comment of the present author, and are marked thus. (AU).

The matter first which for our work we lake,
I3 only gold, and with ii mercury,

wihich we decock vniif neither will forsake,
Lhe otber, in which both do die

and rot by pulrefaction, and alter 1Aar,

both are in glory regeneraie.

(AU) It is of the greatest importance to know that the art of alchemy is
commenced by gold and mercury. Right at the beginning; however, the
greatest stumbling block of all is placed in the path of the student, and this
is the metal mercury. This is the bugbear in which countless searchers have
lost their way, for right at the start, we are informed that common mercury
is not used, in other words quicksilver is no use at all in producing the result
that we hope for. Later on we will see that a different kind of mercury is an
imperative ingredient, but it is not the common type and is not even
mercury, but called mercury to mislead. In fact it is a liquid and from this
rule countless researchers received the impression that there is only one
mercury required in aichemy, and of what this consists is completely
unknown. Throughout the ages, and right up to date; in despair, common
mercury has been tried, in a thousand different ways, and has always
proven to be a failure.




PASS-KEY TO ALCHEMY

Researchers, in feeling they have been mislead by the treatises, have
always gone back in the hopes that notwithstanding the failures, somewhere
in their experiments, they have been mistaken and this can be found at last
to be true. This great faith in common mercury or the metallic kind, is on
account of the fact that ordinary mercury will mix with most metals, base or
precious, at ordinary room temperature, but on heating, quickly leaves them
when and if a greater heat is applied. This makes quicksilver useless for our
particular purpose, as stated in the third line of the above verse; where we
are told, that mercury and the gold must ever more stay together in the
working of our experiments. Another fact, we are informed in most
alchemical treatises that mercury does not wet the hand, which does not
apply to that mysierious mercury that is used in alchemy. Nevertheless,
past experimenters of alchemy still come back to try the ordinary mercury,
or quicksilver, and never believe that there might be two kinds of mercury,
one of which is not mercury at all, and because this is another way of
misleading those searchers who still persist not knowing there is another,
which is falsely named mercury.

What is needed is a liquid which has been named in so many ways,
including the metallic metal. In hundreds of different ways this mysterious
liquid-mercury has been described but all adept books never mention its
proper name.

We will mention some of the names for this liquid: water, philosophers
mercury, metalline water, secret fire, and sophic fire. Many more names will
be given as we proceed with this poem.

We will describe the nature of this sophic fire, so called, having the
power to dissolve the strongest or hardest metals into water in a heat no
more than a hot summer's day, at 120 degrees Fahrenheit, for instance.
Gold, which would require 1000 centigrade degrees of heat to melt, and even
iron melts quite easily, and there it is called by some adepts, our searef fire
but is not a fire. It can do more, it can change them into a bleck Liguid tive
myd in the short time of about forty two days, if left in a heat which must
not fade out. And so this wrong name has bedeviled thousands of searchers
throughout ages past and continues to do so up to the present day. A hint is
given in the next verse, which will make plain that after all, only real
mercury or quicksitver must be used, in addition to the secrer fire which
acts as a catalyst.

For what in wejpht a metal equals nol,

I fux will never enter it, how then,

Has natvre ber strict laws so forgotien,

fo please [he fancies of these doling men,

Lhe perfect meralfurgist £nows well

Noughr bur metalline may with metals dwell
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(AU) The last lines of the above verse makes plain that only metals can mix
with metals. The name metalline will often be given to the water that is
used, but here it applies to metals, as the next verse will show.

Trye alf nature knows of walter how fo make
2 body melalline, when once the seed,

of metals it inhabiting, doth take

occasion to work. Fel il is decreed,

that nature bersell throughout her fotal race,
shall be contined unio her proper place.

(AU) The last two lines tells us, that metal mercury is indeed used, but only
in conjunction with the philosopher’s mercury which is the liquid secref fire
The above verse now iniroduces the water, which gives the secret that
nature can make from metals, into a metalline kind, so as to work upon
metals, but this must be prepared, before use, and produced by distilling a
certain clear water from certain metals. One more secret comes revealed;
that this water, which by the way is not water at all, will not finally become
a metal, but must be used again and again as a catalyst to bring forward the
work. This secre? fire has therefore lasting properties.

But when that gold with its own Meitalline mercury Is templted
and within a fit glass closed, and in a2 due heat digested, bye and
bye it doth begin to act, for thus disposed, i1 is like 2 good seed
inlo good ground cast, which shall augment fiself in £ind at 1asl

As then each earth for each seed is not 7, so each metalline
water for our art, Iis not o be desired. They who hit on our
Irue water have the hidden part of our rare stone, which if they
can espouse, and so with the sup digest, in #iis dve bouse.

With a dve fire, [ may be bold to say, thal they may go lo ihe
Hesperian Tree and pluck its apples. These are such as may,
advance corporal gold to such degree, that all metals wiich
Iimperfect are, it may enler, linge, and 1ix lo gold most rare.

(AU). These last verses should now be self explanatory.
We now can go to investigate the great secret of the water; the water

of our sea is of many more names: our fire, burning waler, the invisible fire,
the mover, [he lirst agent, elc.
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But of this secret mercury; if you desire, the secret for o learn
attend to me for Lhis s a walter which yet is fire, which
conguers bodies from their degree, and makes them 1y much
like a spirit pure, and this after [fixing all flames to endure.

This water it doth flow from a fourfold spring which is but
Lhree, which iwo, which but one, is the only bath lo bathe

our king, This is our maydew, this our flying stone; our bird of
Hermes in the mouniains fving, and without voice or nole is
always crying.

(AU) Three more names for the secref fire you will come across. The
Student will guess what this water is, when he encounters them: maydew,
fying stone, the bird of Hermes, and also the poet claims, it is always crying.
(AU) In the above verses, what follows may be described as the most
important secret of the whole art of alchemy. When this is known and
understood, the secret method of preparation for use will be simple and
plain. The fourfold spring above is the water in which metals are
soaking up the water, in a gentle heat, continuously sending up a vapor,
which is the secret fire. When these metals are melted, what is left, after
proper distillation is only one thing, as speaks the verse above. Then the
metals and the water will result in one only thing, a black liquid in 50 days.

In the above poem, the Aird of Hermes and the FSying Sitone
obviously are the vapor, which while distilling, must not be allowed to
disappear into the air and be lost. The vapor named thus is said to be
afways arying which is just another manner of speaking to hide revealing
the fact of being distilled. The cooling vapor as it comes through the retort
into the receiver comes along in a very clear shining water, which might be
compared to tears. If these tears are allow to evaporate into the air, its
usefulness would be wasted. In the work, this distillation must be repeated
four times to enhance the strength it must gain to do its work.

For the researcher a new probiem will now arise and here the artificer
must learn which metal {o take in hand for commencing the art of preparing
the secrer fire 10 enable the water to bring him results, and act that
catalysis which will cause changes in other bodies, without itself changing or
deteriorating.

Tis Saturn s of¥spring who a well doth keep,

In wihich cause Mars fo be drowned, then

Let Saturn behold fis face in this well

Which will seem fresh, and young and tender, when
Lhe souls of both are both together blended,

for each by the other need fo be amended,
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Then behold, a star inlo this well shalf 12l
and wilh its fustrous rays the earth shall shine,
Let Venus add her inffuence with ali

for she is nurse of this stone divine,

The bond of crystalline mercury.

This is the spring in which our sun must die.

(AU) When this poem was written, metals had planetary names, Saturn was
Lead, whose nature was dark and dirty; Mars was iron, magnetic, and not
easy to overcome: Venus was copper; the Sun was gold, and the Moon was
sitver. In alchemical treatises, it was rarely indeed 1o find the metal
Antimony mentioned; of crystalline texture, a beautiful shining effect given
off. In the above poem, Saturn’s offspring is mentioned, sometimes called
Saturn's son; and in other books, Saturn's daughter. We may guess it meant
that Antimony was an extract of lead. Artephius; however, writes,
"Antimony is a mineral participating of Saturnine parts” and agrees with
gold and gold is truly swallowed up by this antimonial Argenr Five and
Argent Five, although meaning quicksilver”, yet here is one more name for
the secref fire, and is not mercury. Beware not to be misled when reading
argent vive, and thinking this is common mercury.

This is our Lunar Juice Lhis is our moon.

This is the Hesperian Garden, happy Lhey,

wiho £now it lo prepare for hey very soon,
may climb the mouniain tops wWhere every day,
darkness may banish obscurity,

af which the art you shall hear bye and bye.

(AU) Lunar juice is yet another name for the water, or the sophic fire This
is how the different masters of alchemy devised different names for that
wonderful water which they found so important to hide.

Take thou 1hat subsiance which is Saturn s chifd,
s is the serpent wiiich thou shalt see devour,
Cadmus and bis companions, though deliled they He.
Fet thou shalt with 2 gentle shower,

wash off ils blackness Lill 2 moon appear.

shining most bright. Know then the day is near.

(AU) Here the water is called Saturn’s child, which again is a liquid. It is
well to introduce here a master of alchemy who lived a thousand years ago
Artephus, in his Secrer fook, was extolled by an alchemist many years later
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who said, after many experiments; claimed the writer of the Seares Book as
the most true, simple, and wonderful book that was ever written. In fact no
alchemist could ever succeed without close study of Artephius, who wrote
the truth so clearly and plainly. Artephius commences his treatise with the
name of the metal Antimony and tells us it is a mineral participating of
Saturnine parts. No other book has clearified this fact, and indeed, it is
Saturn's offspring. Thus we have a sure start in alchemy. Add to this
Antimony, Mars, and Venus, and the secref fire, and you shave the fourfold
spring of Saturn's well.

There is an instruction here of which to be warned. It reads: "Wash

off its blackness till a moon appear.” This is a misleading advice and on no
account should this be done, for this blackness will eventually turn inio
whiteness. If the truth be told, the advice should be: “When the water is all
distilled off”, pour back the clear water, and repeat a few times, so that the
distilled water becomes more powerful to act its part. Each time the black
matter may be left fairly firm and be stirred up with a firm wire, so that the
water enters in. Another useful hint is that all metals used could be
purchased in powder form to expedite the work, for in the times past, the
grinding of them was a sore bugbear for the artificer.
One more word of advice. When preparing the philosophers mercury see
that enough water is prepared. For all through the working, this metalline
mercury will be required. The Stone can only be dry as a metal, when made.
Alchemy is nature’s work, and all things in nature need water and heat of
different degrees, when being brought to birth.

(AU) In the last verse of the poem. The dictionary explains the word:
defiled: dirty, befouled, polluted corrupted, unclean. The words in the poem
says: "Cadmus and his companions, though defiled they be.” In other words,
brought to a dirty blackness.

This is the water shining very brighi,

Mir this with Sof with due proportion, next
lo fearn the due heat fail not, Lhen IRy sight
shall reach the rest, the lion being vered
shall make with the eagles a bloody fight,
and all shall end in perfect night.

(AU) With all that has gone before you have now uncovered (x!) a good deal
of the secrets of alchemy, for this last verse above clearly informs the

1y - red but the red color is only the metals when first-mixed and good away quickly.
{This was hand-written into the line and makes little sense as written )
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searcher that having prepared the water, he may now mix it with the gold in
due proportion.

Take then our mercury (wihich is our moon),
And it espouse with the terresirial Sun,

Thus man and wife are joined, and 1o lhem soon
add the reviving spirit; this when done,

2 noble game you soon shall espy, because

you have allended natures noble [aws.

& the red man one, of the white wife three,
take thou, and mir which is good proportion.
Then of the water, four paris let there be,
This mixture is our fead, which unio motion
will be moved by a2 most genlle heal,

Which must increased be uniif it sweal

(AU) The Red man, of course is gold, and the white wife is the clear white
water, the secret fire, (x!) and soon add a little more of the metalline
mercury, and later a little more, and this may only be learned by slow
careful experiment.

But Ho beware impatience do not cavse lheg,
Through ftch of mind, for o behold,

1hy work in (his way transgress natires aws:
For no man sooner errs through heal and cold,
than be wiho, through impatience of mind,
than be who, through impatience of mind,
cannol expect fis time thait he shouvld find

Move not Lhy glass, nor open, else thov wilt
endanger, nay, destroy 1hy waork beside
Increase not LRy fire rashly, fess Lhat spilt

Lhy work thou see, there is nothing alf that tide
that ihis thy work doth stand, so much of fear,
as foo much fire, one hour will cost thee dear.

1 - and from the three metals.




