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THE FOUIITATlI OF CHEIITCAL PHTLOSOPHY

r shall divide the whole Discourse of the Art into two partsl
the first shall eontain things or reasons showing the Operation

substantially and essentlally, the second, the dlsposition of then.
First of all '  things shewing the Stone essentially, and the Body
as ripe SIILPHURT or Red Brass, to whieh is added the vessel, hrr-
nace and a Threefold Flre,  secondly,  the disposl t ion is eonsidered,
the weight and government. The weight is two-fold, and the Goverrr-
ment is twofold which performs these Operationss Calcination,
Dissolut ion,  Separat ion,  Conjunct ion,  hr t refaet ion,  Dist i l lat ion,
Coagulation, Sublimation, Fixation, Calcination, which two first

@erations are done by the First Fire being Temperate, not burning,
yet an altering Fire, naking warm the Kings Bath, and changing it
into a subtile Earth, Viscous, dis continuing, Black, and stinking,
afterwards into a Mercurial Water of several Coloursl and this is
called the Fire against Nature. The three 0perations which follor,
are made by the conjunction of the First and Third Fires, that is
to say, Natural, and against Nahre, which thus joined cause an
Unnatural Fire' daily eirculating the Matter, and separating the
thin from the Thick' until the whole be nade of the salne Tempera-
ment, and then separated by conjoining, impregnating and so put-

ref\ring.

The five last @erations are done by the Fire of Nature, daily
encreasing and governing the putrefyed Matter with a continual
turning it about, and by often ascensi.on and descension, cleanses
it from Faeces which Therefore is ealled Disti l lation, Volati l izat-
ion, Ablution' I{undification, Cohobation, fmbibition, Cibation and
Humectation of the Earth, and this is done so long by heat, unti l
at length the siccity begins to coagulate, which is called rnsp-
issation, which by a longer decoction or sublimation brings fixat-
ion, whose limit or term is Dcaltation.
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ftr is Is not a changing of the local inferior place or conditlon

for the superlour, but of a vile and base thing, to nake a most

noble and splritual.

These are all our Operations and successive dispositiorsr which

of some are called so mErny governmentse What name you please you

may put upon them, however. Itrow that there is a twofold Fire,

Natural, and Against Nature, the latter of which first operates,
because not unless, but by this, that is brought to l ight. And it

behoves that putrefaction preceed generation, and these two Fires

as they mutually resist each other make an unnatural Fire, and

from this strife arises putrefaction, and a glorious regeneration,

in which the SULPHUR and the Water are made one, congealed together

by no Fire but a Natural Fire.

Orr body therefore that is called the Earth of Lemnos, perfor:ned

the whole Tfork, but i.s not governed unless by its otlrn Y{ater, which

Water is indeed Rain Water, but not that which the Vulgar have

hrown to prepare, but ours, wh5.ch none at any time have seen it

unless in a speeial rrsnn€r. Believe me, for I speak the trtrth.

Fools have Imown to extract many Waters , viz. wetting the hands,

but our Water is the Life of all things, which to obtain, it beho-

ves you to Labour and Sweat, then neither SOI nor IUNA sha1l be
wanting unto thee to attain Riches. f speak and that out of a
faithfrrl mind. Ttre l ife of this Matter, it is Water of Salt Petre,
which in appearanee is as IVIERCURY, but in its heart a pure infernal
Fire, but take heed least thou be decei-ved by Argent Vi-ve, but
understood that MERCURY, when the Sun returning in the month of
March diffuses himself throughout all places, thi.s thou shalt
gather in the rnonth of Oetober, because then truly it is found

ripe, and is the nost precious Treasure in the World.

But that I may discribe our ME|RCIJRY or our Rain Water unto thee,
and that thou mayst find it out; Iorow that it is before your eyes
in the whole World, insomuch he that doth not know it, or at 1east
wi-se takes the rmlgar water for it, heaps on hirnself many tortures;
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for he rejeets our Mereury ln hls season, so shall never perfect

our Magisteryr For the Vulgar ALchemist beholdeth with a pale

countenance fron whence comes their dlsesteen of it, but the Sons
of Learning stand amazed at it, and is held in great esteem anongst

them. It is a vile thing, and yet most precious, whom none at

any tine hath dispised without the great judgement of God. But

when you see it do not dispise it, because it appears in a most

base thing, for lf you condenn it you shall be deprived of the

Magistery, but if you shall esteem this thlng of great worth which

is contemptable, then be assured it wil l appear to thee with another

more glorious countenance, for our Water is a most pure Virgin,

and of many beloved, but lt is arrayed in the sight of all with nost

foul Wedding Garnrents, whereby Philosophers may be distinguished

fron Fools; for whosoever only outwardly shalt behold her, he is

unworthy of so great a secret as our Virgin is accounted. Punches

and Harlots arrayed with beautiful Garments shew thenselves'at
great feasts, but this most Chaste and precious Virgin, within

most beaut i fu l ,  wi thout most ugly,  doth indeed deceive Fools,  but

when an understanding Man sees her most noble Spirit, that lyes

hid in her Body, uneovered, wil l he not then coneeive penetrable:

And then our Virgin will behold him as a friend, her uncleanness

being taken away, will begin to shine nost beautiJ\rl and lovely,

when none but a FooI cannot choose but admire, and love her, for

to him she bestoweth inf in i te Riches and most perfect  Heal th.

Therefore honour this most pretty Womanr the Sister, and Wife of

our Kingr to whom if you shall yield your assistance, to take off

her foul Robes, she wil l obtain of herself nost beautiftr l Garments

and on thee bestow infinite Riches. Cleanse therefore her, above

measure, this is our Queen, which when you shatl beholdr $ou wil l

think you perceive a Celestial Body; for indeed it is the Heaven
or quintessenee of Philosophers, whose brightness you cannot imag-
ine.

I t  is  our t rue Water of  the Sea, serene, crystal l ine,  pure,  and
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clean, which is not so in her own nature as we bring her to by

our Art, it is our Sea, our Hidden Fountain, from which our Gold

ls naturally createdr fet notwithstanding it ls esteemed before

Gold and overcomes it in the hour of its nativity Gold ls joined

with her,  and in her is washed, they increase in strong and noble

Virtues both to6rether, which neither Caesar nor the Pope are able

to purchase for any price; for they cannot obtain this l{ater with

all their force, for one ounce of it is not worth less than a

Thousand (pounds)l because by this Yfater alone, without any labour,

unless by addition of the Perfect Body neatly f i ledr 1rou may com-
plete our most honourable Stone to which no Treasure in the V{or1d

is to be equal led.

Verily there is need of profound meditation before thou shalt

be able to know our Sea, viz, The Flux and Reflu:<, nevertheless if

you be di l igent you Daf,r  God assist ing,  obtain your desire,  for  my
part, sfter I had known the Ground from whence this our Seeret

Fountain in the beginning did f1ow, Vet not without Gold' daily

toil ing and studying with profound eontemplation, f learnt to eleet

this, because the Fiery F\rnace and fair pronises of the Sages

lay hid for a long time unto me, but after I had known this, and

how by her proper Vessel it was after a few days made fit.

I dil igently mused with myself to behold the Brightness of our

Water,  dt  the s ight of  which,  f  could not but stand amazed as wel l

in the pract ique, &s in the theory,  and so on the eontrary:  For he
that exactly hath obtained the knowledge of this Water, r1o words

or sweet sayings, writ ings or aenignas of the Philosophers shall
be hid unto him, for whosoever shall elaborate this our Water,

nothing more remains to be done by hin, but that be put into it a

elean Body in a just  quant i ty,  c lose the Vessel ,  and then let  i t

stand untl l the accomplishnent of the Work. And this Ylater is

our Fire which eauses to die,  and l ikewise to l ive.

Concerning which that learned man Johannes Pontanus hath wri.tten '
he that once hath obtained it, arrives to the Harvest of his Laboursf
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For all the other things are perforned by Nature, for lt dissolves

and eoagulates, it w111 calcine and putrefV, and perforn all Govern-
nents successively one af ter  the other unto a perfect  Dld. '

But we have another double Fire which you wil l easlIy discern

as soon as you know the first.

Now let us return to the Water ln which, believe me, the whole

Secret consi.sts, whlch Water although it is orr€ r yet it is not

Sinple, but Compounded, that is to say of the Fire and Vessel of
the Philosophers, to which a third is added viz. a Bond.

When therefore we speak of our Vessel, understand our Water, when

of the Fire, in the l ike manner our Water, and when of the F\rrnace,

we treat of nothing dlffering from our Water. Therefore it is our

Vessel, Our Furnace, our Fire, and all these are Ore, viz. our

Waterr The Fire digesteth, the Vesse1 whiteneth and penetrateth,

and the F\rnace or Bond doth encompass and include all things,
the Fire is IVIERCURY. The Vessel is MERCURY, THE F\rrnace to con-
clude is l ikewise MERCURY, and note well, there is no Fire in the
whole World but MERCURY , nor any Water but ITIERCURY, when notwith-

standing the Fire is mani.fold, there are then four as well Water

as Fire, by a diversif icated power in the Work, and likewise in
one and the same thing, viz. in MERCURY, it is therefore our Living

Fire, l iving Vessel and all Tlrings are one.

Most dearly Beloved, lnrow also that there is but one thing in the

whole World in which is found our MEIRCURY, it is l ike GoId in essence
unlike in substance, by converting its Nutrimentl what you seek

you wil l f ind.

Join Heaven with Earth on the Fire of friendship, and in the

middle of the Fj.rmarnents you shall see the Bird of Hermes. Con-
found not Natures, but divide and join, and you shall reign in

honour for all this I, ife.

Here therefore this great Secret fron the Meridianal Clinate
towards the West, is found a most high Mountain of which now is
the discourse, is of Tenperature somewhat hot, being not far distant
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from the Sun, and ln this Mountaln is a Vapour or Spirit locked
up which is chiefly necessary to our l lork, lt doth not ascend
unless it is given l ife, neither is it given l ife unless in the
top of this Mountain the Earth is digged to the knees, and if this
be done'  the Spir i t ,  or  a s lender exhalat ion ascends, which con-
gealed of the cold, it runs down disti l l ing by drops into a most
pure Water, war:ned like a bath, which presently is gathered togeth-
er. It is in tmth the Staff or Guide of MERCURy, which is wrougtrt
with wonder. Itr is our Water, our Vessel, our Ftrrrrace, is our
IYIERCURY, and not the Vu1gar, but the Liquor of a most pure Salt,
hot and moist, which we have called MERCURY, because in comparisi.on
to the Sun it is unripe and cold,

Verily, I say unto thee, that unless the Ornnipotent God had
created this ITIERCURY, impossible were the transnutation of Metals,

beeause SOL doth not t inge unless it be tinged, and it is not
tinged but by this Or Divine Water.

0 Blessed Hunidity, which is the Philosophical Heaven, from whence
the Sages have drawn their inestemable Delights. 0 Water Permanent,
dissolving and amending SOL, our Nitre, and wonderful strong Salt
Petre, whose priee is not to be valued when it is made penetrable.

It is a base dispicabte thing and yet most preeious, with our
SOL on1y, and really loves as his own spouse, whose virtue if the
nrlgar should lqxow they wouLd not sell one drachn for a Thousand
ounces of silver; for it is the most precious l iving Gold, pene-

trating the Body of Gold, which doth convert it into a pure Spirit,
and by the bond of Wedlock is joined with it as a Woman to her
husband, whose beauty SOI, doth admire and with her rejoiceth, and
through pure love doth slay his Wife, and she being noved with
piff revives her Husband and from hin is irnpregnated, conceiveth
and groweth great by hin with Chlld and brings forth a Son, a nost
exeellent and renouned King.

0 Happy Man which by him comes to obtain our Waterr For if they

shall once drink of it, and afterrvards eat a snall piece of his
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Flesh, they shall reign as Princes all their Lives.

Itre whole Secret therefore of the Art consists ln knowing this

our Sea, of which whosoever shall be ignorantr if he bestow his

Money about this Work is already destinated to perditionr For

our Ocean brings its Offspring or 0riginal from a Mountain, and

that the most highest, of which Mountaln I have spoken of before,

because if ascending to the Top you shall dig to the knees, a

certain D<halation or !{hite F\rme shall arise which wil l perfect

the whole Magistery.

But there resteth yet another Secret whieh you ought specially

to know, that is, in what maruler you are to dig in the Mountain'

for as much as the Earth of the Mountain of the Superficies by no

stroke can be cut,  for  so nueh is the d4mess of  i t ,  because in

substance by means of heat it is proved to be more harder than a

Flint.

Attend therefore to this Secret, in the Saturnine places is found

a certain small Saturnine Herb, whose branches are dry, but its

Juice abounds in the Rootr 1rou shall gather this Herb together

with its Root and carry both with you unti l you come to the foot

of the Mountain, under whieh digging by the help of Vulcan you shall

bury your Herb, which presently shall pass through the pores of

the Mountain, and loosing its Earth, then at the last clirnbing to

the Top you shall easily pi.eree through to the Knees, and pour in

of the thick and dry Water to the bottom of the Mountain, and des-

cending it shall moisten the herb that was put in, which no sooner

being moistened, together wi th i t  ascends l ike smoke, and violent ly

carrieth up the Spirit of the Mountain with it, which Spirit is of

a fiery power and mixeth itself with the Water and dwelleth in it,

and the Water which thou puttest in is thy Bond, Vesselr op I\rnaee,

and the Spirit of SATURN, the l{hitening F\ue, and the Vapour of the

Mountain is the Fire, and all these are IUIERCURY. Itrus hast thou

the Reggl Saturnal Vegetable and the Mineral Herb, from which with

fat f lesh is mad.e the l ike banquet or Mixture, to which no delicaci.es

in the Wor1d may be compared.

L2.

q1



Now have you the whole Secret of our l{ater, under a parabolic

speech descrlbedl yet not so absurd, but if you shalr be dil igent
and learned, Vou nay easlly by contenplation and experiment nrlfill
the Work.

These are all the true Material Principles of our Stone, besides
which nothing can, or ought to enter our Work, a King, to wit,
a Water which is the Bath of the King, and know that the Water is
the Vessel in which the King is contained and the Ftrrnace, to the.
end the fiery force be included in it, and the Fire to the end
the virtue or spirit of the Mountai.n dwel1 and inhabit in, and
the Woman to the end that the Vapour of the SATURNAI Vegetable
be embraced' which is most dear to the Sun which penetrates white-
ness and mollif ies him, and causeth him to cast his seed. Ihen
the Fiery source which the water includes, begins upon our Body
thus reduced to work, bruseing, mortif l ing, hardening and putre-
flr ing, or rather stirred up to the perfecting of these Things,
until at length the natural bred heat is removed fron power into
action, whieh whiteness coagulates, f ixes and ringesl Therefore
it is called our clean Stone, because the Agent and the Patient
united is contaj,ned in itself, he himself moving, and the noved
active, and the passive fixed, and volati le, mature and crude,
the one succouring of the other, and is amended in the other,
because either is honogeneal to itself, for the same is SULPHUR
and MERCURY in the Body and Water by identy of kind, neither are
they unless by decoction only diversif icated.

Keep this Secret, for we do not command you to mix crude and
volatile MERCURY to ripe fixed SULPHUR, so we affirrn the sa.ne to
be the SULPHUR in the one as in the other, and the same in MERCURY,
else where then were the homogeneity of Metals, which in our stone
we affir:m. l le therefore nix these two species together that in a
shorter tine than Nature forns Gold simple in the Mines, we by
our Art do accomplish it a thousand degrees more than perfect; for
Nature from crude, moist, and cold MERcuRy alone without any other
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addltlon doth generate Gold under the ground by a long deeoetion,

now Art to effect the work, doth mix ripe and fixed SUI,pHUR with

MERCURY purely eleansed and made elean by Art, and so the digested
virtue of the SUIPHUR is extracted by the I|IERCURY, and the Sul-
phureous MERCURY doth strongly change and perfect it into a com-
plete El ix i r .

Observe therefore the lVork, and its process, from whence you

sha1l understand the eause of a wonderful abreviation thereof.

GoId is a perfect Body and dry, Lune, cold and moist, IIIERCURY,

a mean carrying the Tinctures, the Body of SOL is highly digested,

of LUNA imperfeet and unripe, IVIERCURY the Bond by whieh those two

are united. Join LUNA with MERCIIRY in a due and eonvenient Fire,

and so mix then that LUNA with MERCURY may be made one MERCURY

retaining Fire in itself, and all the Superfluity shall fall off

from MERCURY and be made clear as the Tear of the eye; but not

Diaphanous, then afterwards mix this MERCURY, in which is IUNA

and Fire with SOL, and then the hot and dry wil l love the cold and

moist, and in their bed they l ie down, with the Fire of friendship,

and the man performs upon the Woman, and the Yfoman shall be coag-

ulated by the Man, and then the Spirit and Body, are made one by

conmixtion.

Go fonvard afterwards in what measure you began, and so often

reiterate the Heaven on his Earth unti l the Spirit takes upon hin
the Bodyt and both together are fixed.

Ttren our Stone is perfected and endued with a Royal Power, which
no priee can buy, for IIIERCURY is the Water of all Metals, and these

Things in him are digested, and even as simple water which in his
own nature is cold and moist, yet if i t shall be mixed with any

Vegetable in decoction, it usurps another nature, and puts on the

Quality of the thing mixed, whose force, Spirit or Life which

resides in the Water, goeth out into Water by decoction, and the

Water conversibly receives the nature of  i t ,  V€t the gross,  cor-
poreal, earthy part of the substance decocted is not that Spirit
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changlng the watery qualit ies, but fron the noisture after decoct-
ion is separated.

In the same mzrnner concerning Argent Vive and its Species it is
to be understood, yet  d i f ferent ly;  for  what th ing soever,  e i ther
Metal or Mineral that shall be thus farniliar to MERCURY, and with

him the least part can be mixed and decocted, this MEROURY accord-
ing to the species of the Metal thus joined, puts on another qual-

iW, and casts off its faeces. Therefore Metall ine and Mineral
subordlnately suecesslvely to be boi led in i t ,  and this ls their
water in which the Mineral Spirits by decoction are sent forth and
alter it, and no otherwise than as the Vegetalbe boiled in its oiln

simple water.

Ihe di f ference of  the aforesaid decoct ions is to be understood

ltrofold, the first that the water with the Vegetables in the coag-
ulation is not f i.xed as IIIERCURY with Metals because these are of

a more stronger composition than those. Secondly, that in the
decoction of Vegetables and Animals r the Water as it is a Diaphanous
humour, doth not only receive the virtues and qualit ies, but also
another eolour. Brrt it is not thus in MERCURY; for the nature of
it is only altered, but not the eolour, nor flrr:r, nor form, for the
colour of the dissolved metal l ies hid under the Liquid for.m of

Argent Vive, first therefore, the }IERCIIRY acts ln dissolving the
Metal' afterwards the Metal labours to coagulate the MERCURY as

in the dissolution of the shape and colour of the Metal l ies hid
under the form and colour of ITIERCURY, and thus 2, 1, 3 in the coag-
ulation form a colour of MERCURY lies hid under the form and colour
of Metal. lfhus the qualit ies of the Metal in dissolution doth not

exhibit the flrrx of MERCURY, nor the qualities of MERCURY, in
coagnrlation hinders the fixation of the Metal. Do you not observe

here wonderful agreement in MERCURY and Metalsr lhey love as the
Mother and, the Son, Sister and Brother, Male and Female. Where-
fore the Bodies are neliorated by the t{ater, and receives the
subt i l i t ies in i t  by i ts lat i tude, that  is  to sa$r the Spir i tual
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and volatile nature and the t{ater by course ls amended and rest-
rained, ttrd takes upon itself a corporeal nature, and thus together
the whole compound ls ripened, 3s action made into power, and so
the contrary by turns. But the reason that the colour of MERCURy
by the dissorved Body is not changed in decoct ion,  is  that  the
Earth and Water are homogeneal in MERCURY and so tempered that
neither can be separated from the other, for they are strongry
mixed by a wonderf\rl Trinity of the Matter together, so nuch is
the hardness of the substance that hides the colours, from whence
if any proportion of IYIERCURY be corupted, either distinctively
by polluted things r or generatively by the Body to itself approp-
r iates,  i t  wi l l  present ly manifest  the colours put into i t r  But
there are proportions of MERCURY in respect of the Earth and the
Water,  in respect of  the second, i t  f l -ows and is Liquid in respect
of  the f i rst ,  nothing that i t  toucheth doth wet,  except that  a lone
which is of the unity of its natures from these things which have
been said, all errors in MERCURY are diseovered, for sone obstruct
and divide the homogeniety of it, drying it with divers sublimat-
ions, others eorrupting and disproportions of the Earth, induring
diaphanity. Thoser EIS m€rny as there be effect nothing at any tine
in a sophistical work; for IIIERCURY is the sperrn of Metals which with
much sagacity Nature hath formed to Metal in the loins of the
Earth, neither any thing is wanting to it but pure d.lgestion, and
yet it is not digested unLess by a pure Metall ick SULPHUR not
burning, which tnrly it hath in its centre, by which Nature, after
a long space of t ime frames Gold out of it, but how this should be
done by Art, to Man i.s unlmownl Gold, to wit, from IIERCURY alone,
without any addition, and if i t can be done is not perfected unless
in a long time, and is with much eost and charges, which were a
foolish thing to eneterprise in the framing of simple gold.

There is but one only SULPI{UR in the World that Nature hath per-
fected' which is most familiar to MERCURY, this therefore is rad-
ically mixed with it, and by this, MERCURY is decocted and MERCURY
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through the repugnancy of the qualit ies doth putref! it, and so

by a Regeneration doth make GoId, not such as is had in the mlnes,

but a Spiritual, penetratingr ard tlnging Gold, in somuch that it

easily enters any imperfect Metal that it is cast upon, which in

a short t ime digests and brings them to the anatical proportion

of Gold, and the Faeces cast away, restores them to perfect health.

Therefore you see that MERCURY by no means is to be disproport-

ioned from its nature, that it hath, but to be ripened, and that

not by itself without any other addition, and yet without any strange

and extraneous addition, but it leasewise by the radical union
of the Body of the World with it, which makes our secret Conjunct-
ion.

See then that you be not deceived for th is Conjunct ion is not
made by nanual operation, but by a natural neans only assisting,
but we not well understanding the eause of it, therefore it is
cal led a Div ine Work.

Fools have known to confound the Body of Gold with IYIERCURY, and

then they ealI it Gold animated, but in it they find nothing, erl-
though they should wait a thousand years, and afterrrards not with

standing is separated the one from the other in their proper nature,
because it was not an attractive conjunction, but a eonfusion only
of two things in theurselves, but in our operation the Spirit of
SOL infuses himself into the Spirit of IiIIERCURY, that the one fron
the other may never hereafter be separated even as Water mixed with
lVater.

In this operation the best and ehiefest Secret of the Art l ies
hid. Attend therefore the Sons of Wisdon and warily look that you

do not €fr .

Ihe Body of SOL is never joined with MERCURY familiarly unless
by means of LUNA or the imperfect Body and Fire, and this LUNA
is the Juiee, the Water of, Life, whieh l ies hid in i l IERCURY, which
with Fire is acuated, and is the spirit entering the Body and al-
tering it, and cornpell ing it to retai-n its Soul. Now therefore
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you may see of what IUERCURY we have spoken, not the nrlgar, but the

Rainy, which properly is not called MERCURY, but water of MERCURY,

IIIERCURY, to wit, of the Vulgar is Water, but a spirit is wantlng

to it, and the fiery force to burnl supply then' if you can with

excellent skil l , what is wanting, then no more shall i t be MERCURY

of the Vulgar, but l ike to ours, but if you cannot do this, leave

this MERCURY, because you cannot e:rpect anything but loss fron it.

Behold! God now is Withess I have deelared the whole matter,

so that if thou beest a prudent nan you cannot be ignorant thereof.

MERCURY of the Vulgar hath misled as many men as any thing, what-

soever in the work, in this the Labours have found nothing, because

that they have not known our MERCURY, but that we may return to

the Conjunct ion,  which bel ieve me, is the whole secret  of  the Art .

Water I sa$r with Earth, is not inseparably united, but water to
water doth strongly join together, hence it follows that this laud-

able Conjunction is not eelebrated but after Dissoluti-on.

Attend therefore thy Solution, and Nature wil l join together,

and this Dj.ssoluti-on is made in II{ERCURY by the help of the included
LUNA and Fire, for LUNA penetrateth and makes white, and the Fire

mortif ies and bruises, but Water incloses both the one and the
other powers,  according to the saying of  the Phi losophers,  "The
Fire which I shewed thee is Water", and in another place, "If
Bodies were not subti lated by Fire and water, nothing is done in

the Magistery.

0 Otrr Blessed MERCURY, which frees us fron so nany troubles,

which the Sophisters suffer, they make many operations with their

hands but perform nothing but connit all things to MERCURY who
proceeds according to natural instinet, in a better method than

any man whatsoever is able to imagine. The end really is perceived

by its necessity, that i.t never transgresses the right way if i t

be not hindered.

There are certain sophistical operations, who, taking gold add
it to MERCURY, these they put into a glass, and set it on the Fire
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expecting somethlng fron thence, but they cast fat and good seed

on a barren ground and so are deceivedl for when they expect a
harvest they f ind none, because as before as wr i t ten,  and here-

after shall be firrther declared, that Gold is not the Matter of our

Stone in its whole Essence not yet MERCURY, so that the bare and

naked commixtion of these cannot generate our Stonet for Gold is

accompted as Masculine to the Work of Generation, whose seed in-
habi ts in the higher reins of  d igest ion,  for  i f  he shal l  once cast
forth his seed and this be received into a due Matr ix,  and jo ined

with a passive feminine Sperm, it is nourished by a due heat, and
fed with its own proper nourishment, then certainly from Gotd it
is had and obtained, which our work affords sufficient enough, thus
neither man, in which man is the Father, nor the Matter of the
Bnbrio can i t  be cal ledl  For i t  hath in i tsel f  such matter,  out
of which' through Conjunetion of an unlike Spermatic Matter in the
sane Kind, through an apt and fit disposition, arr Infant is formed.
In the l ike manner concerning GoId I eoncei.ve it to be understood.

For as Gold is the most perfect of all the Metals, and the Father
of  the Stoner 1ret  i t  is  not  the Matter of  i t ,  but  the Sperrn which

in in Gold,  whieh i t  sendeth for th i f  wi th Ski l l  i t  be handleds
that shall be the Masculine Matter of our Stone, and it is nothing
else and then the most highest digested Virtue of Gold, which from
it is drawn by a skillfirl Workman, and then it is ealled our Live
Gold, and not the Vul5p.r which is dead, and so also in the presec-

ution of Man, marr may be called dead, in having respect to the
Art of Generation, unti l that the due Matter which he hath in hin-
self he shall efftrse it into a fit place, the l ike happens in our
Art .

f irerefore our Gold is not the Gold of the Vulgar, they differ
even so mcuh as the Father differeth from the Spern which he hath,
the first thing in our Work is profitable and alj.ve, but the other
dead and unprofitable unti l i t be quickened, that is, his Sper-m
which is the active Virtue of our Stone, he sends forth.
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Itrus therefore go forward with a great deal of care, take this
Body whieh I have shewed thee and extraet the Seed sweetly from
it' then truly, and not before, thls Gold (which forrnerly was dead,
unpleasant, and unprofitable) is by this our Art is made r,iving

and Active, and fit for our Work. ft shall then suffiee thee to

have the First Matter of our Stone, which truly may be called the

first Matter of Goldr For Gold is a Body, that ls to say' a Chaos

or Spir i t ,  nel ther can i t  be reduced to i ts foruer species of

Gold, because the Body is converted lnto a Splrit.

Therefore I command thee, Offspring of Menables, to nake the

corporeal  incorporealr  For Hermes sai th,  "0 Son, extraet his shad-

ow from its Rays, that i.s drawn from Gold his Seed'" which is

called the Rays or Shadow, beeause it resides as in a shadow and

under an obscure shadow of Darkness it goes forth.

Aristotle in the l ike manner saith "fi ie f lrst Thing that you

ought to do, is that you sublime MERCURY, afterwards you may put

a pure Body into pure IIIERCURY. " This is here understood the sub-
limation of II/IERCURY. I inform thee Reader, that there be infinite

false sublimations of MERCURY erroneous and sophistical, and but
on6 true and natural, which is not obtained without skil l  and

cunning, but I leaving all Vulgar operations follow the intentions

of the Philosophers for I desi.re that Sublimations which they call

the First Preparation of the Slender Matter by which the Eclipse
of the Earthy interposition is taken away from the Moon that it
night receive Light from the Sun, which is done in the Black Sphere

of SATURN, which darkness the whole horizon is blotted out.

Then JUPfTER obtaining the Eclipse, ascends as a most bright

shining Cloud in the Air, from whence upon the Earth he disti l ls

a most pure Dew, loving and to be Ioved, which softens i t ,  and in

his be1Iy or Breasts st5.rs up 6rreat winds which carries our Stone
upwards, by which means he is endued with a Celestial Power, who

a6ain sliding down in the Earth, which is his Nurse, takes upon
him an Earthly and Corporeal Nature; thus he receives the Vlrtues

of the Superiours and Inferiours.
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We eonclude therefore, that neither Gold nor MERCURY by any

means affords us the First Matter of our Stone, unti l that the

Tincture ls drawn out by XIERCURY the Dissolvent, from GoId dissol-
ved, which Tlncture is Active, Living and not Dead.

This is the Matter of the Ancient Philosophers which we ought

to take, wh5.ch as the Author of the New Light says, "ft is, but

doth not appear unti l the Artif icer pleaseth. " fn hrowing of which
Iies hid the whole Perfection of the Art.

Therefore I eommand you whosoever d.esire to be searchers of this
Secret, that you take that which is base and manifest to the whole

world from which it is after a wonderful manner extracted that which

is most occult in it, that is our Menstruun and kil l ing IIIERCURY,
i t  is  our Phi losophieal  Air ,  in which the Vir tue of  SOL is exal ted
and r ises,  th is jo in wi th his delectable Spouse, and permit  then
to l ie down in the bed of friendship, that is being placed on an

easy Fire, and there let them stand without removing away, unti l
that from their occult nature (which is regenerated by a Philo-

sopher) the quickening Virtue goes forth that rai.ses the dead.

Ihen the Kingly progeny is present, whose Father is SOL and Mother
LUNA, and thus have you the most true explication of the New Light,"
that is to be taken, saith the Author, "Which is but not seen unti l
the art i f icer pleasethl 'and this is understood for the tnre Matter
of the Ancient Philosophers, and this fully and plainly it is
spoken concerning our Body and our Water, whether our SULPHUR Red
or White.

To these we salr ought to be joined the Furnace, Vessel, and a
three-fold Fire, mark well what, and of what things I here speak
of, that is to say a Furnace made of Clay or Brick is not wont to
be called by us our F\rnace, nor the elementary Fire of which we
shall hereafter nention in the last member of this Tractate con-
cerning our disposi.t ion, but here we speak of a thing essentially
and substantially convenient to the Work: For the Clay or Brick
F\rrnace i.s not accustomed to be ealled by us "Olr l!rnace,', nor
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the Elementary Fire,  'Our Flre,"  nor the G1ass Vessel ,  'Orr  Vessel ."

Ihose truly are to the Sophlsters connon things anongst them,

and in the curiosity of these do often excell us. fhat we call

'Orrs" which they have not, nor may have. Verily I say that "Our
Fi . re",  'Olr  Ftrnace",  "Otr  Vessel"r  are secrets,  and not seen but

by Philosophers as they enter the Essence itself of our Work.

Here a P?rllosopher writ ing of Fire saith thus. "Behold the Fire

that I shew thee i.s Water". Likewise another of the Vessel thus

witnesseth, 'The Vessel  of  the Phi losophers is their  l fater."

Another saith 'The intention of the writ ings is this, that all

Operations are d.one by its own Humid Fire in a Secret Furnace and

Occult Vessel. " Which testinonies do sufficiently demonstrate

another Fire, Vessel and F\rnace than those which are knorrrt to

the Vulgar.

Therefore my dear Brother, Iet it not be Erny cause of scnrple

unto thee that should number our Furnace, Fire and Vessel amongst

firings essentially shewing the Stone. In this truly I have follow-

ed the Intenti,on of all the Philosophers writ ing of this Art.

Ttrus of the Vessel. Sendivogius writ ing doth call i t the Vessel

of Nature, Flamnel also Artephius, Lull ius have all held the same

opinion, and aII others. It appears then that they would hide

something from the Eles of the common people.

I therefore most faithfully say, that these three things are but

Ote, for Nature is only one, this the Learned. Sons of the Art have

Known and will TestifSr,

The Fire, I salr vexeth the Bodies more than Fire, from whence

it is called Burning Fire, and most strong Fire. Hence the Philo-

sopher saith, 'Burn our Brass with a most strong Fire,' which the

sophisters hearing have been d.eceived, thinking that it is the

Fire of Coals of Flane, which is contrarXr to our Fire. 0f this

Johannes Meahungus speaks, he saith "No Artificial Fire helps and

prevails so nuch to induce heat as that which comes from Heaven.'

Finis.
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