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That matter which is in i ts whole substance resembles most s i lver
and go1d, is to be judged to be the nearest  matter wherein the
Master of  th is Art  rnust  p lace his whole Intent ion and conf idence,
i f  he wi-shes to fo l low nature,  and into th is matter he must intro-
duce the Form of S0T.., & LUNA.

This matter is Argent Vive,  which is the nearest  matter in potent ia
to S0T, & IUNA.

MERCURY comes nearest in weight to s0r,, being only L/5 part
l ighter, than so], aLthough Geber says that MERcuRy is heavier
than sOT,, but he means MERCURY highly purif ied and liberated of
its superfluous humidity and arsenicaL EARTH. That MERCURY is the
nearest matter to S0T, is not only meant of the common I\IERCURY
as it is bought at the Druggists, but arso that Mffi.cuRy which is
extracted out of  the imperfect  metals,  such as SATURN, JUpTTER,
vENUs and MARS, and especially the REGUtus oF ANTTMONY & IRON,
because this argent vive extracted. out of the REGUIUS OF AI{TIMONY
& IRON possesses the greatest  resemblance in i ts whole substance
of SOL.

This and common argent vive do not differ very much, except
in some accidents,  as they are al1 equal ly f lu id and of  the sane
weight with common or vulgar MERCURY. They are all elevated into
vapour by the FrRE, vet they differ in digestion, and as vulgar
MERCURY contains a large proportion of immature indeterminate
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humidi ty,  i t  is  of  course more volat i l -e than the MERCURY of Bodies.

Now as MERCURY can be carr ied to a higher perfect ion,  I  dare

to af f i rm that Argent Vive is nothing else but crude and unf in-

ished SOL & LUNA and can be maturated into SOL or LUNA by an

eff  ic ient  cause. Yet I  woul-d not have you think that  the metal-s

are created in the mines out of  th is common argent v ive as their

nearest  matter l  I  f ind and acknowledge rather wi th Ar istot le that

the nearest  matter of  metals in the mines has been a ponderous

metal l - ick vapour,  which is sulphureous-mercur ia l ,  and is cal- led

Exhalat ion,  and as the al iments in animal-  bodies,  are changed

into Blood, which neverthel-ess were no blood at  f i rst ,  so is

l - ikewise the metal l - ick matter,  whatever i t  may be, f rom which

the metals proceed is not the same with that  what has been gen-

erated out of  that  vapour which is now a determinate argent v ive,

and becomes the body of  a metal ,  d ist inct  i -n each species,  accord-
ing to the di f ferent mixture,  therefore there i -s no nearer matter
for Art, but Mercury not only the common MERCURY, but also the

MER.CURY of the imperfect  bodies,  wherein then every Art ist  may

seek for his Matter,  i f  he wishes to reap the frui ts of  th is

Science, Iet  h im prefer th is before any other matter,  whether
sulphur ic,  unctuous or inf lammable.

0n1y the substance of  argent v ive,  that  most subt i t ,  indissol-
uble v iscous and l iv ing substar lce,  which cannot be burnt  in the
f i re,  is  the nearest  matter in our Art ,  and the nearest  matter
of  S01, & LUNA, th is is the matter which conquers the FIRE, and
is not conquered by the FIRE.

Artephius says p.  482, that  most subt i l  nature c leansed by
subl imat ion,  and page 453, th is FIRE is a certain middle substance
clear as f ine luNA, which ought to receive the Tinctures of  Sol
or IUNA, ( i .e.  REGULUS 0F ANTIMONY & IRON). Thus I  have said
enough of  the nearest  Matter of  Art ,  now I  wi lL say something
of the Eff ic ient  Cause without which nei ther Nature nor Art  can
produce anything.



In the Egg is hidden the ef f ic ient  cause to produce a chick,

and so i t  is  in animal-  seeds, and in vegetable seeds, and is

found no where e1se.

But in our nearest  metal l ic  matter,  i .e.  MERCURY this argent-

i f ic  or  aur i f ic  Ef f ic ient  Cause is not concealed in the same

manner as in an egg, in order to rnaturate every MERCURY into

SILVER or GOLD, bV no means, but must be introduced by nature

or by art ,  and thus is cal- l -ed a Form, which nevertheless is of  the

same MERCURIAT, Genius,  but of  a more noble and glor ious Form, and

must be absolutely LUNA or SOL. Therefore this form must be in-

t roduced by art ,  and this Form is the Eff ic ient  Cause.

Therefore in man, in his sperm lyeth concealed the ef f ic ient

cause of  generat ing human kind and no other,  and so in the pre-

ci-ous metals lyeth concealed this spermat ic Eff ic ient  Cause to
generate LUNA or SOL and no other.  I  say then, in s i lver lyeth
concealed the sperm or ef f ic ient  cause of  generat ing IUNA and in

S01, is found the sperm of generating S0l and LUNA both.
This Luni f ic  and Sol i f ic  Sperm or ef f ic ient  cause is nothing

else but the White and Red Tincture,  that  is  SOL or IUNA dissolved
natural ly,  and perfected by concoct ion,  and herein lays that  power
to make S01, & I,UNA, which fiery power has been increased by De-
coction. And although I-,UNA or S0T, are inanimate bodies, which
do not propagate in the mines, yet they can be made to multiply
by art  and the assistance of  nature,  when those bodies are dissolved
and disposed into seed or into that  qual i ty which performs the

Off ice of  Seed, and as we say that in a Dog is the ef f ic ient  cause
of producing a Dogr so is in I,UNA and SOtr the efficient cause
of multiplying IUNA & SOL in a Mffi.CURIAL pure body, a,s AUGUREIIUS
a true possessor of  the Phi losophers Stone has declared in his
l ,at in Verses. " fn auro Semina sunt aur i ,  quamvis abstrusa recedaut
longius.  "

i - .e.  " In GoId the Seeds of  Gold do l i -e,  though bur ied in ob-
q nr rn i  -Frr  l r
vvqA 
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That qual i ty is a f iery qual i ty,  because the f iery qual i ty

is the most act ive Element,  so that ,  i f  i t  was not moderated by

the other Elements,  wherewith i t  is  mixed i t  would destroy al l
+L; 

-  - -u l r r r rE;D.

The argent i f ic  or  aur i f ic  ef f ic ient  cause is moved by means of

the f iery qual i ty,  as by an Instrument to cause our nearest  matter

to recieve that form of LUNA or SOL: The author intends to say:

"That the Universal  Agent of  nature,  the Electr ic FIRE manifested
in l ight, in Oxygen and in fl-aming FIRE, by him called the fiery
nr:ol  i * r r  an- iy4q44vr, ,  - -n,rously contained in the Concentrated marine acid,

wherewith you have previously c leansed your MERCURY by subl imat ion,

(ertephius p.  +82) and have converted that MERCURY into Secret

FIRE forces the REGULUS ANTIMONY&IRON to reeeive the Form of

S0I, ,  by i ts volat i l isat ion and by putr i fact ion,  and ul t imately

to cause a central  union of  the 3 pr ineiples in the black powder,

and complete f ixati-on and Regeneration in Tincture AJ.ba.

Secondary qual i t ies which der ive f rom the matter such as Tenui ty,

subt i l i ty  of  the matter,  assist  a lso,  not that  they act  as pr in-

c ipals,  but  as the Form does act  by the pr ior  and pr incipal  qual-

i t iesr so these act  wi th more power and better,  therefore the

matter acquires such a wonderful  tenui ty and subt i l i ty ,  that  i t

can quickly enter and penetrate our nearest  matter and concoct
af

But both qual i - t ies,  the pr imary as wel l  as the secondary qual i t ies,
as they are accidents,  they can be exal ted by art ,  and by such
an exal tat ion,  the sol i f ic  form ( the t incture) acts wi th more
power af ter  each exal tat ion,  a l though that form i tsel f  remains
the salne. These are the pr incipal-  Reasons of  the ef f ic ient  cause.

Tn nonfan*irr - r r  r ,vrrvuu.r f l .g any natural  th ing,  species is the f i rst  and pr in-
c ipal  ef f ic ienr cause.

Therefore the seed of  LUNA generates LUNA and the seed of  S0T,
generates LUNA & SOL in our nearest natter (REGULUS OF ANTIMONY
& rRoN).
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"ral i ty ( the secret  FIRE) and the subt i l i ty  of  ther | |ho Tr6Flr  
^ lY'

matter (Rebis)  does assist ,  as an instrument the enforming Facul ty,

to dissolve the Form (S0T,)  ( in Rebis)  and to concoct i t ,  by putre-

fact ion,  regenerat ion and f ixat ion.

The internal  power cannot act ,  i f  external  heat does not assist

the Internal ,  which would remain dormant and produce no ef fect .

The external-  warmth mult ip l ies the f iery qual i t ies 'concealed in

the sperm, bV gent le decoct ion.

The external  heat must move the internal  ef f ic ient  cause to

dissoLve and putrefy the mixture.

The Fire,  whereof I  have said,  that  i t  is  an assist ing ef f ic-

ient  qual i ty,  is  the CAUSE of dissolut ion.  I t  separates the

heterogenia and col lects the homogenia,  which is Argent v ive.

In al l  the metals is a crude or indef in i te Humid, which must be
concocted and determinated, that  i t  may be brought to the temper

of I ,UNA and SOL, then i t  wi l l  be a perfect  mixture.

Perfect ion is obtained by concoct ion.
The matter out of  which by the administrat ion of  ar t  the seed

of I ,UNA or SOf,  has proceeded, is Argent Vive,  but not crude but
concocted Argent Vive,  that  is  f ine IUNA or f ine S0I, ,  these must
be dissolved and IVIERCURIALIZED, before you can come at the seed.
This seed or sperm is hot and dry as every concocted concrete

is warm. But vulgar Argent Vive which is our nearest matter, and

which is contaj-ned in al l  the metals,  is  cold and humid, one more
than the other;  but  when the Sol i f ic  or  luni f ic  seed is mixed with

Argent Vj-ve they uni te easi ly on account of  the near ly related
or ig in,  and by fusion in the FIRE they are mixed and operate

because the f iery hot and dry qual i t ies of  the seed cause a rea-
ct ion in the cold and humid qual i t ies of  the Argent Vive.

Heat in hot water is introduced external ly,  but  in the seed
or Tj-ncture of  SOL or LUNA, i t  is  internal .

This is the cause, why 50L, or LUNA in their  own f ixt  nature,
hofnno fharr  ' r - 'e mercur ia l ised, cannot act  in MERCURY al though they



should be mixed therewith by f fa tum. But i f  you introduce

the temper of LUNA or S01, into vulgar MERCURY, or into the MER-

CURY of Bodies ( th is is ef fected by introducing the f iery MERCURY

of MARS into the MERCURY of ANTIMONY, when you make a REGULUS 0F

ANTIMONY & IRON) then a react ion wi l l  take place, and the mixture
rrr i  I  " l  norranlr ' ;  succeed, and the form of LUNA or SOL wi l l  be intro-
duced and a t inged metal-  wi l l  be obtained.

Now i f  you wish to choose vulgar argent v ive for  your near matter,

as a part  of  the Sol i f ic  or  Luni f ic  Seed, i t  must not be used

such as i t  is ,  when i t  comes from Spain and as i t  is  sold,  be-

cause in that  state of  crudeness i t  would be too disobedient to

the S0T, or LUNA, on account of  i ts  humid, cold,  crude and indeter-
minated humidi ty,  and therefore i t  wi l l  take a long t imer a.s there

have been some amongst the Ancients who have made use of  vulgar
argent v ive,  but could not absolve their  work in less than three
years or two at  least ,  Vet th is even could not be accompl ished
but by the fo l lowing methods.

Such common argent v ive must f i rst  be depurated of  a l l  i ts  super-
f luous humidi ty,  but  so that i t  keep i ts natural  f lu id i ty,  and then
it may be united with either SOL or IUNA, and such a MERCURY is
then cal Ied animated argent v ive.

Now as in animaL bodies the anima, T, i fe or Spir i t  is  the pr in-
c ip le and cause of  heat,  so is SOL or LUNA the pr inciple of  heat
in argent v ive,  which otherwise would be too coId,  and could
effect  nothing; but the animated argent v ive as i t  conceals in
i tsel f  the form of SOL or T,UNA, and actual ly does possess, i t  is
better than vulgar argent v ive and is the nearest  matter to S0l
and LUNA and can by i tsel f ;  only by assistance of  external  heat,
i.n a l itt le t ime be dig.ested or transmuted. into S0I, or IUNA.
(This Phi l -a l -etha does conf i rm the same in Secrets Revealed).

The most ancient Phi losophers have discovered 2 ways to ef fect
th is animat ion and conjunct ion .

The f i rst  way was, that  they be conjoined or uni- ted wi th ruNA



or S0T, by an easy yet phi losophical  process, wi th vulgar argent

vive,  or  wi th argent v ive of  bodies,  so f i rmly that  those 2 coul-d

not be separated from each other by the FIRE, which they then

chose for their  genuine Argent Vive.  But th is they have, 8s the

pr incipal  part  of  our art ,  concealed with the greatest  care,  and

when they came to the sol-ut ion,  they said that  the hardest work

was done, then they have added LUNA or SOL and brought the whole

to perfect ion,  as you wi l l -  f  ind by that which fo l - l -ows. (The
ncr^fcnt i  nn nr imner fent i  nn nf  * l ' ra nanfan* ^F in^anfa^t  metalsvv vrvrr  vr  r l r r l r ,vr  rvv v4vl I  va v l tv ! ,v!  

rvv u v!  l r r r iJv!  !vv

does not consist  in their  external  EARTH or sulphur but depends

on the internal IVIERCURIAI, substance, and according as that MER-

CURY is crude or digested so is the metal  imperfect  or  perfect

and pure,  and not as i t  contains more or less sulphur t  e la.Ttz
or faeces, because they can al l  be separated from the perfect

metals,  and their  central  pur i ty is manifested; on the contrary
those impuri t ies st i f ly  adhere wi th the imperfect  metals r  so that
one is i ron,  another copper,  another lead & etc.  aJ.rd as they are
^ ' l ' I  

. ,^^f . ,1 t \arr-  r , rDEJ-L. . r I  qod has ordained i t  so).
The Second Way of  Animat ion and sol-ut lon,  which is accompl ished

by art i f ic iaL conjunct ion,  was, that  the ancient phi losophers

reduced the preci-ous metals S01, & LUNA to a vegetat ing nature,
ei ther by means of  pure vulgar Argent v ive,  i .e.  by ani-mated

MERCURY, which they named THEIR MERCURY, in a longer or shorter
t ime, so that their  IUNA or SOL vegetated vis ib ly in the glass,
and exhibi ted a l i t t le forest ,  which grew upwards l ike pret ty
l i t t le t rees,  wi th branches and leaves, f rom which phenomenon
it  has been cal- led Li l ly ,  and Hermes his Tree, that  is  vegetat ing
S01,,  and Hermes himsel f  has cal led such SOL the Flowers of  SOL.
This Tree they have f ixt  and perfected, when they took vulgar
yet highly pure Argent v ive for  their  nearest  matter,  bv subt i l
manegement of  the FrRE on which this whole art  most ly depends,
in one Year, but by means of animated. Argent vive, which they
have cal led their  ant imonial  Argent v ive (Artephius) they have
sometimes accompl ished their  work in I  months t ime.
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When they had accompl ished this,  they have said that  they now
possessed the greatest  Treasure in Nature,  and truly i t  is  no
otherwise, as I  have seen i t ,  wi th one of  my good fr iends, there-
fore I  wr i te th is f rom true exper ience, and so I  send i t  to you.

Thls they have cal led their  SaI alcal- i ,  Sal  ammoniac,  their
arsenic,  ashes of  ashes, sulphur of  sulphur,  and the secret  of
Art I ( i. e. REGUT,US 0F AI\IIMONY & IRON ) and this is the genuine
MEROURY of the phi losophers,  not  of  the vulgar MERCURY, th is is
the WATER of SOL' and the Seal  of  l rma ( the sealed fountain of
Count Bernhard) and the true Medium to uni te the Tinctures.
This has the nature of the superiour a:rd. inferi-our, and is the
Medium between the cold and warm, and between the humid and dry.

(This Medium seems to me to prove, that  th is author has made
use of  the Secret  FIRE).

(sof t  and hard,  f ix t  and volat i Ie,  col-d.  and warm, humid and dry).
This is the genuine undoubted solut ion of  the phi losophers,

on which the foundat ion does rest ,  th is is the t rue subl imat ion
and cal-einat ion of  the Phi losophers,  whereby the phi losophers
S0I, ( IRON in the REGULUS OF ANTIM0NY & IRON) and the philosophers
I-,una (REGuLus) are exalted in power and dignity above vulgar
SOL and LUNA.

Therefore i t  is  cal led our very sharp v inegar (Artephius) which
converts LUNA and S0l into a Spirit, and this is the first part
of  their  work.  Af terwards they div ided i t ,  according to their
pleasure in 2 parts,  some Ln j  works,  a l though there are but Two,
that is the work of Luna and the work of Sol.

Therefore they have said that  they have comprehended. Heaven
and Earth,  the Super iors and Infer iors the Coarses.t  a ld the most
Subt i l ,  in the Spir i t  and body ( in secret  FIRE and Rebis) Because
in th is Work is t ru ly,  what al l  the phi losophers d.esire,  the body
of luna and Sol  (Rebis)  converted. into a Spir i t ,  ( i .e.  volat i l ised)
in which spir i t  the Elements are concealed, and this is the t rue
and genuine Phi losophical  separat ion of  the ELements,  whereof alL



the phi losophical  books make

and without th is separat ion

Art .

ment ion,  but dark and obscurely,

very l i t t le can be ef fected in th is

In this our Li1ly (Regulus of ANTIMONY & IRON) are contained

EARTH, AIR, WATER and FIRE and this our separation of Elements

is widely di f ferent f rom the separat ion of  Sophists,  who from

dead matters wherein there is nei ther f ix i ty or power,  presume

to separate the Elements,  and such matters are Wine, Ur ine,  and
other th ings, whi-ch are dead subjectsg VITRIOL, NITRE, and in
numerable unmetall-ick lhings, whi-ch have no communication with
metal l ick natures,  whereof you are to beware.

Because our WATER j-s made r so as to be permanent IVATER which
carucot be obtained but f rom a f ixt  ever last ing Root,  agreeable
to Nature,  because necessi ty requi-res that  each Thing when dis-
solved by another Thing, should ascend and must be of  the sel f
same nature wi th the Dissol-vent.

Gold and Si lver are ever last ing bodies,  therefore the humidi ty
or the WATER (the Iff iRCURY) which is extracted out of them, bV
means of the MERCURIAI WATER (REGUIUS 0F AI{TIMONY & IRON & SECRET
FIRE' AZOTH) is permanent,  and al though this Treasure of  Treasures
surpasses al l  other Treasures,  a l though our SOl,  does not appear
therein by sight (i.e. fRoN in the REGUrus and in Azoth) yet in
i ts operat ion and ef fect  i t  is  central ly RED, nevertheless th is
our volati le Red SOL ( the fiery IVIERCURY OF IRON ) is not yet f ixed ,
but can be fixt very easily in the Root of sor, & LUNA, when your
SOL or T,UNA has been reduced into MERCURY ( i .e.  has been volat i l - -
ised) (MERCURIAIISED).

Our l iI1y (REculus oF AI\TrMoNy & rRoN) is retrogradated (into
Azoth) and af terwards uni ted wi th the precious metal  (sot)  by
putr i fact ion and f ixed in Tincture ALba et  Rubia.

rn th is Retrogradat ion (when the REGULUS becomes a I iquid. ,
unctuous Azoth).  The Second Work (of  Digest ion) commences as in
the first work nothing else but the WATER (REGUT,US OF AI{TIMoNY
& IRON) ana the subject  of  our stone, (Rebis)  has been composed,
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which subject  is  Vegetable,  Animal,  and Mineral .

l - .  I t  is  Vegetable because i t  grows and is nour ished.

2.  I t  is  Animal because i t  possesses an animated l iv ing Spir i t

and as Hermes says the Wind carr ies i t  in i ts bel ly,  that  is  our

Spir i t ,  cal led Magnesia (REGUIUS 0F AI{TIMONY & IRON) carr ies

the Soul  of  So1 and Luna (  of  Rebis )  invis ib l -y yet  essent i -a l ly
1n 1TA r \Al  l1/vv44J .

3, I t  is  Mineral  because i t  is  made out of  the t rue Mines (ANTI-

MONY & IRON). Here now I  have explained to you the Subject ,  the
precious Gif t  of  God, and the most subt i l  Way of  the most anci-ent

Phi losophers by which you may understand, where the Phi losophers
speak the Truth and agree. And here I have unveiled to an in-
te l l igent mind where the Phi losophers speak by metaphores and
simi l - i tudes to deceive and confound the r :nwise and fool-s,  so
that you need not be mi-s lead any longer!

The first mentioned animated vulgar Argent Vive which is the
nearest  matter to sOL and r ,uNA can by decoct ion,  in a part icular
way be perfected, but th is costs much trouble,  much t ime, and
yields less prof i t .

But I  admonj-sh you and al l  lovers of  th is science to rel inquish
al l  part icular ways, as tedious and uncertain,  but  to pursue the
genuine Universal way to obtain the true Tincture.

For such as by a particular way Work with Vulgar Argent vive
animated, or with MERCURY of SATURN, JUPITffi., VEI{US, I,UNA and IriARS,
f ix such a MERCURY by concoct ion,  they must wi th much trouble
artd l-abour first extract such a IVERCURY of bodies, and must purify
i t  of  i ts  superf luous humidi ty,  as much as i f  i t  were vulgar
argent vive, and moreover they must inpregnate their MERCURY with
the Form of S0l  or  IUNA, and al- I  that  is  not yet  enough, but is
is also necessary to impregnate the Form of sol  or  luNA with a
fiery and active quality to be capable of acting in their MERCURy,
and then they must perfect  i t  by decoct ion.

But th is is not the s imple,  near and natural  way. Therefore
I  do admonish the Lover of  our Div ine Science to take oains and
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learn to understand the ancient phi losophers,  what they have

wisely hidden from the unworthy, and he wil-I f ind that the true

universal  way is s imple and easy.

The Phi losophers have especial ly concealed 3 th ings; the Matter '

the Eff ic ient  Cause and the P1ace.

The Matter f rom which Wheat is generated and mult ip l ied is

Wheat,  the Eff ic ient  Cause resides part ly in the grain of  Wheat

( the Germ),  part ly in the Sunrs Light arr .d Heat (oxygen) part ly

in the Air  (oxygen),  part ly in the humour of  the Earth (oxygen

in the NITRE) and in Rain WATER, and Dew, (the same oxygen in

NITRE, whereof the atmosphere is full, and impregnate Rain WATER

and Dew, Snow, Hai l  and al l  the metheores).

The Pl-ace is wel l  dunged, ploughed, harrowed or wel l  prepared

ground. Just  so is i t  in our t ru ly Natural  Art .  N.B. The Matter

wherein the Aur i f ic  Seed is concealed, born and regenerated is

Gold,  h ighly pure,  as the Ground is Our Animated Argent Vive
(REGUIUS 0F ANTIMoNY & IRoN).

This Matter the Philosophers have called by the barbarous name

of Rebis,  because i t  is  composed (ex v ina Re) f rom 2 Things, which

by long decoct ion are converted into one species (azoth and sophic
lnq.p nrrpw \
t rpr \vvrLl  / .

The Eff ic ient  Cause l ies part ly concealed in the S01,,  and is
i ts Central  L ight  and FIRE (Ripley's FIRE of Nature) part ly in
our animated MERCURY (Ripleyrs unnatural FIRE; MERCURY 0F MARS)
partly in our internal- and external Heat, which is compared to the
Heat of  Sun-shine, (Ripleyrs FIRE against  Nature,  i .e.  the uni-
versal  Agent of  Nature speci f icated in sea SAIT, in i ts concen-
trated ACID wherewith MERCURY is c leansed by subl imat ion,  (kt-
dphius p.  +BZ) and converted into FIRE against  Nature).  (The
place is the ground wel l  prepared to receive the Seed i .e.  REGULUS
0F ANTIMoNY & rRoN).

The Place is also the furnace, cal led Athanor,  wherein is placed
the TRIPOS ARCANI,  and the Glass containing the Matter.  (he means
the Tr ipod and the glass).
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(Many phi losophers have made use of  a Tr ipod, in the room of

sand or ashes. I f  you consider that  the Glass when placed in a

r ing wi th 3 legs,  standing in an empty cast  i ron pan, wi th lamp

heat or any other heat under i t ,  so that  the heated air  c i rculat-
ing round the r ing and glass,  your matter must of  necessi ty recei-ve

a more equal  heat al l  round, than when you place your glass in

hot sand or ashes, when the bottom must receive the greatest  heat,
and the upper part  much less,  Vet Flamel,  Ripley,  and Phi la letha
have used sand or ashes).

The humour in the ground mixed with WATER, assisted by the
air  and warmth of  the Sun Beams ,  d issol-ves the grain of  Wheat,
which however nei ther dies nor putref ies,  but  swel leth and bursts
open, artd af ter  th is dissolut ion the Germ fol- lows, whi-ch is nearest
matter of  the plant and future seed.

Now i t  groweth,  is  d igested and mul- t ip1ies,  unt i l  f  inal ly i t
comes to maturity during the sunmer season by continual Solar
Heat.  Dur ing th is t ime of  maturat ion i t  passes through di f ferent
colours and states.  Apply th is s imi l i tude to our Work.

Our Argent Vive dissolves the S01 ( in Rebis)  and when the dis-
solut ion is perfected, the Germ is generated, which is the
nearest  matter of  the Sol i f ic  and l ,uni f ic  Seed, that  is  of  the
Red and White Tincture,  which by cont inual  concoct ion increases
in strength,  unt i l  i t  becomes f inal ly a Red Massa, whi-ch is hard
l ike a gIass,  f rom which ci rcumstance i t  has been cal led Lapis
or a Stone.

(This does not exact ly agree with Phi la letha and other phi lo-
sophers,  but  i t  might have been so with him, f rom a di f ferent
method of  working, or a di f ferent degree of  heat,  he seems to have
passed over the White,  which must preceed the Red, and he has
given so much heat at  the end, so as to v i t r i fy  h is Red solubre
powder,  whereby he must have lost  the Glor ious Medicine, which
has happened to many. Phi la letha in Secrets Revealed warns us nor
to v i t r i fy  the Red powder by too much heat) .
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You must break the glass,  and take out the Stone, th is you

must beat to a f ine POWDER and put i t  into a new earthen RETORT
and lute i t ,  and l -et  i t  s tand B days and nights in a charcoal
FIRE in a calc i -n ing not melt ing heat in a st i l l  FIRE, and the
matter wi l l  increase in Redness and wi l l -  become a deep purple
Red, l ike coagulated blood.

A blaclcness wi l l -  set t le on the bottom of the cRUcrBLE, which
must be separated and thrown away, ( th is proves what I  say,  h€
has forced the work by too much heat,  and has burnt  part  of  the
matter,  especial ly dur ing his calc inat ion in the cRUcrBlE).
i f  we r ight ly proceed we can have no CAPUT MORTUUM.

During the t ime of  decoct ion,  we see as many corours as there
appear in Fl-owers and plants,  yet  the Art ists not ice only I  pr in-
c ipal  coLours,  vLz.  B1ack, Whj- te and Red.

When i t  arr ives at  the White i t  is  cal led the Argent i f ic  Seed,
whi-ch has the power to transmute every MERcuRy into pure LUNA,
but when i t  is  brought to perfect  Redness, i t  is  then the Aur i f ic
(aoA

rn th is work we do not want many furnaces nor vessels,  one
furnace and one glass is enough.

We only make use of  SOL and our Argent Vive.
wi th one ounce of  sOL at  most you have enough for l i fe,  and

afterward there is no need of  adding any more Sol ,  and the lvork
requires not much care,  when once i t  is  inclosed in the g1ass,
i t  is  never moved rrnt iL the ' last  ner feot ion hv deenet i6p is ob-
ta ined.

And you have nothing to mind but the Fire,  vou need not . to be
hindered in your usual  occupat ion,  and no body need to know what
you are doing.

This powder,  the Argent i f ic  or  Aur i f ic ,  af ter  i t  has been once
perfected, i t  t inges from that moment 2OO and more parts of  Argent
vive into LUNA or so] , ,  according as the stone is,  whi te or Red
and constringes the MERCURY in an instant - and lrnur rJJNA or SOL
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in the SOL, af ter  the SOL has been dissolved in i ts own proper

humidity or Argent Vive (REGUIUS 0F ANTIM0NY & MARS) by a slow

temperate decoct ion,  and this f iery qual i ty al though pre-exist-

ent in the SOL, la id dormant,  but  by solut ion and concoct i -on is

rendered act ive not otherwise than that power which lays concealed

in the eSBr also which af terwards by the warmth of  the s i t t ing

hen, is st i r red up or exci ted (Pontanus) and the Chick is formed

which is more noble and more perfect  than the egg. In the same

manner this our Aurif ic Seed (TINCTURE RUBEA) is much more nobl-e

and glor ious than the S0l ,  f rom which i t  has proceeded. Al though

the SOL had before a power of  mult ip l icat ion in possibi l i ty ,  and

as much FfRE as i t  wanted for i ts own existance or perfect i -on,

yet i t  possessed no facul ty of  act ing beyond i t ,  therefore i t

cannot perfect  the mixture of  Argent Vive or other imperfect  metals,
so as to exal t  themr &s the Aur i f ic  or  Argent i f ic  Seed ( i .e.  the
Red or White El- ix i r )  can do, which possesses both facul t ies of
possibi l i ty  and of  act ion.

But i t  is  st i l l  more wonderful ,  that  such f iery powers and
qual i - t i -es,  by a Rei terat ion of  the Work,  can be augmented or
mult ip l ied inf in i te ly.

When once you have produced this Aur i f ic  Seed (Tincture Rubia)
out of SOL, and you mi-x it de novo with its own Humidity (REGUI,US

0F AI{TIMONY & MARS) in the r ight  proport ion,  d issolve that Seed
therein as before Fnd in temperate heat decoct i t ,  i t  again is
converted but in a shorter t ime, and with an augmentation of its
fnnmor h^,a '6F into a deep Red Powder,  and the of tener th is workyvYvvr t

of mult ip l icat ion is repeated, the quicker,  sooner and easier
i t  is  absolved, each t ime with a more powerful  operat ion,  because
homogeneous metal- l ic  mixts,  when they are de novo dissolved and
uni ted, they obtain each t ime greater power and vir tue than they
had before,  when they were combined but once. A simi l i tude taken
from FIRE, which is mult ip l iable by i ts own invis ib le nr ineinle
and fuel  to lpf i rn i t r r



is equal in virtue or quality to any fine LUNA or S0l, nay even

f iner.

(The Author ment ions here that he only uses SOL and our Argent

Vive,  i .e.  he only uses Rebis,  REGUI,US 0F SOL, The Quest ion is,

whether th is can be done? Should i t  be feasible,  then you have

here the Brassfounders process at  once, as appears f rom his con-

versat ion wi th Dr.  Helvet ius,  when he said to him "Know that the

Chalybs of  Sendivogius is that  very metal l - ic  Mercur ia l  Humidi ty,

wherewith we cart ,  wi thout using any Corrosi-ve,  in an open CRUCIBIE,

extract  the t inging Rays and separate them from the bodies of

SOL and LUNA, and af terwards ref ix the volat i le TINCTURE.

I  do not conceive that th is Authors Red I INCTURE immediately
af ter  i ts f i rst  perfect ion,  wi thout being melted with SOL, should
immediately,  as he asse:: ts,  t ransmute 200 and more parts of  MER-
CURY into SOL, whi lst  a l l  other Phi losophers ment ion only 10
parts.  I t  seems in some places, as i f  he had made use of  the
secret  FIRE with Rebis,  but  here he says dist inct ly that  he only
made use of SOL and his Argent Vive (REGULUS 0F ANTIMONY & MARS)

- /i f  th is can Ue done without adding the secret  FIRE, then we have

to consider:

1. That the REGUIUS ANTIMONY & MARS cannot act in the SOL, except

the matter is kept in constant fusion, then a React ion must take

pIace, and the stronger wi l l  conquer the weaker.

2.  Without the Universal  Agent in the marine acid in the secret

FIRE, we must miss the glor ious Medicine, al though an excel lent

Medicine may be obtained by infusing the Red Glass in White Wine

or in S.V.R.;  th is the Brassfounder possessed.

This however is so weighty that  i t  wel l  deserves a ser ious

thought,  and some exper iments ) . .
qI l
9. D.

The Cause of this wonderful effect in the Transmutation is that
f iery quar i ty in the sot (FrRE of Nature) which has been mult ip l i -ed

' r  , l
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It appears that I have wrote more than I intended, concerning

these great matters,  yet  f  am not sorry that  you should obtain

a fundamental and just l i :nowledge of Our Art, and that you may

get c lear of  sophistry and be able to dist inguish the Truth f rom

falsehood.

Al though I  could say much of  the pract ique, of  the t rue waV'

of  the beginni-ng, middle and end of  th is Div ine science, Vet I

thought i t  necessary to wr i te th is Theory f i rst  and send i t  to

you.

First  that  you might by th is comprehend the pract ice the better,

secondly that I might be sure, that these my writ ings have come

safe into your hands. Whoever has this Writing and comprehends

my meaning, to him the Door is already opened, and has no need

to wander about in darkness or in doubt. I deny not, that in this
present Century (1600) new and shorter processes have been dis-

covered to arr ive to the desired end, but I  assure Vou, those

shorter ways are subject  to much more uncertainty,  t rouble and

expence, and cannot be mult ip l ied l ike the s imple works of  the

Ancients,  who traveJ- led s lowIy but safely.  Therefore I  f in ish

here the method of  the Ancient Phi losophers.
There is another later way, also proceeding from the R00T (S0T,)

and first Matter (REGUI,US 0F ANTIMONY & MARS) Uut this principle

consists in 3 Pr inciples,  v iz.  in MERCURY, SUT,PHUR and SAIT, and
here is the di f ference, that  the ancient phi losophers obtained
their end not by using the FIRST MATTER, but only the SECOND AND

NEAREST MATTER, in regard of the mixture, as they did not lcrow

TIIE VERY FIRST MATTER. The more modern philosopher has an advan-

tage here that he has discovered THE FIRST MATTER 0F All THINGS,
(oxygen in the secret  FIRE) which he found to consist  in.3 pr in-

ciples MERCURY, SUI,PHUR and SAIT , and by these means he is also
arr ived at  the desired end, in a shorter t ime, yet  fo l - lowing the
process of  the ancients (wi th 2 pr inciples,  as I  have said and
done) in the second work of  d igest ion,  but not in the f i rst  Work

of Solut ion.

IA



This f have from a
earnest requestr  Vou
and not publ ish i t .

s lncere heart
wi l l  keep this

communicated to you, wi th
as a secret  for  yoursel f ,

(The author means to say that those who work with 3have followed the way of the Ancients in the second
gest ion,  but not in the f i rst  Work of  Solut ion).

Finis.

pr inciples

Work of Di-
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A Translat ion of  a few Sentences from di f ferent Authors quoted

by Dr.  Becher in his Concordant ia Chymica.

p.  1BB. Solomanrs Song. Chapter 4i  vs.  !2.  A garden i -nclosed

is my sister,  my spouse. A Spr ing shut up, a fountain Sealed.

Although the prodestant Church and the Clerglg, even Dr. luther

himsel f  explain Soloman's Song to represent Chr ist  and his Church,

I  say i t  is  fa lse,  Soloman never thought of  Chr ist  when he wrote

that songr or in that  same song he woul-d not have related how

many women he had in his Harem, Ch. 6.  vr .  8. ,  there are 3 score

queens and 4 score concubines and virgins wi thout number.  This

has very l i t t l -e connect ion wi th Chr ist  and his Church, Soloman

wrote that  song, which is an Epic Poem in Hebrew, to cel-ebrate
the Grand Work of the L. P. with this Work he has intermixed by

way of  metaphore the Beaut ies of  h is beloved and favour i te Sul-
tana, probably a daughter of  Pharao, King of  Egypt,  Cln.  ?.  vs.

I  & 2.  smel leth a l i t t l -e of  Bawdy, very i l1 adapted to Chr ist  and

the Church.
In I-,ady Mary Montaguers letters you find a pattern of a Turkish

love Letter in the same Eastern sty le,  as Solomanrs Song. So
we wil l leave fanaticism to the preachers and return to common
sense and sound phi losophy, especial ly when we f ind expressions

that are used by other Al-chemical  phi losophers and Adepts,  'The
Inclosed Garden (see Flamel)  is  the Glass."  Sister and Spouse
of Sol is REGULUS 0F AI{TIMONY & MARS, the Spring Shut Up is I,tlER-
CURY SUBI,IMATE, the Seal-ed Fountain is REGUIUS 0F ANTIMONY & MARS,
see Ripley Revived and Count Bernard Trevisan, and other philo-
sopners.

Ch. +.  vs.  16. ,  "Awake O North Wind! Come Thou South!
begin wi th a gent le heat!  See De la Br ie.

What busi-ness has this wi th the Chureh of  Chr ist?

"f ,et  my beloved (SOL) come into his Garden & etc.

i .e.

ro.



"  J-90. Soon af ter  the conjunct ion in the glass,  i t  begins to

turn bLack, and the second true solut ion is at  hand, and this is

a certai-n taken that the Work wi l ]  proceed r ight ly.

BONELEUS. In 40 days and nights the upper part wil-l be Black

and fluid l ike pitch, and this is a sign that the YEIT,OW BODY

in the bottom (S01,)  is  t ru ly converted into MERCURY.

THEOPHRASTUS. T,et the matter stand in the anthanor unti l- of

i tsel- f  wi thout adding anything, i t  begins to dissol-ve per s€,  on

the superf ic ies of  the matter,  and a l i t t le Is land appears in the

middl-e of  the Ocean, th is Blaclceess is the Bird,  which f l ies by

night t ime without wings, which Bird is converted into a Raven

by the Dew, which ascends and descends almost impercept ib ly,  Vet
continually.

AIANUS. Do not think that this TINCTURE is extracted al-I at

once or in a short  t ime, no! But only a l i t t le and by l i t t le

imperceptibly day by day blacker and bl-acker, unti l in a long

t ime perfect  Blaclcness i -s obtained.

Sotoman's Song Ch. 1.  vs.  5. ,  I  am black but comelyr vs .  6. ,

look not upon me (do not dispise me) because I  am bIack,  because

the Sun (gent le heat)  has looked upon me. & etc.  (denotes putre-

fact i -on).

TURBA PHILOSOPHORUM p. l-92. When temperate heat does act in

humid IViERCURIAI bodies,  i t  generates blaclc:ess,  whereby the Germ

of your Stone is generated; and when l0 days have passedr we have

seen the Redness of  the Carbuncle which is our Adrop, Uziphur,

and our Red lead. (Ripley has borrowed this very same expression

from the Turba Phi losophorum).

Solomancs Song Ch. 2.  vs" 10. My beloved (S0I)  spoke and said

unto me, r ise up my love3 My fair  One! And come awayt vs.  LZi

The fl-owers appear on the Earth. (my l,ove, fry fair One is R.

Alba) fne Winter is past,  ( i .e.  putrefact ion in blaclmess is
passed) the Rain is over,  ( i .€.  the Circulat ing Dew or Azoth is
dr ied up) the f l -owers appear,  ( i .e.  the beaut i fu l  Colours appear

before perfect  Whiteness is obtained).
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Vs. L3 &l-4.  Ar ise my Love, f rV fa i r  one and come away! 0 my

Dove, that  ar t  in the Clef ts of  the Rock, Iet  me see thy Count-

enance, thy Countenance is comely.  (The King watching his Work

attent ively sees the approaching glor ious White Tincture 
'  

shini-ng

l ike 0r iental  pear ls) .

p.  L93. Caesar longinus of  the War of  the Serpent Python(MER-

CURY SUBLIMATE with Phoebus; SOL in Rebus).

There was a terribl-e l ightning between the Elements, and the

Water (Azoth) covered the whole Earth.  Rebus and MERCURY see

Noahrs Flood in Ripley.

But our strong Glants (n[ERcuRY SUBI,IMATE AND THE REGUIUS) con-

t inued f ight ing wi thout remission, night and day, whereby the

humidi ty was al l  dr ied up.

"Those Giants fought our wonderfully sma1l Dwarf, (the SOL in

Rebis,  who is the smal lest  or  l -east  in weight:  only the I /7 ,  the

i/4, the L/LOr or the L/l.zth. part of the whole, according to

the di f ferent proport ions of  d i f ferent phi losophers,  such as

Aurel ia occul ta,  Senior,  LuLl ius,  Ripley,  F1amel & etc.  But our

Dwarf ,  bJ a miracle of  God, conquered at  l -ast ,  caught the Giants

and bound them. (SOL f ixt  the whole).

ALAI{US p. J-9L. The putrefaction of the body is the beginning

of our work,  and is ef fected by gent le heat,  for  th is reason that

i t  rnay not descend, because as of ten as i t  ascends, a separat ion

of MERCURY from the body takes p1ace, which must not be unti l the

MERCURY (REGULUS) and the Anima of S0T,, are united, and perfectly

conjoined i -n One Essence, in perfect  b l -aclceess.

VENTURA. p.  196. I t  is  necessary that  your putr id black matter

be washed and pur i f ied,  and the longer the water stands on the

EARTH the mere the EARTH will be purif ied.
p.  J-97. When the Matter is become White,  then the Spir i t  ( IVER-

CURY SUBLIMATE) is coagulated with the body, $ou must wait a long
t ime before that  Coagulat ion,  resembl ing f ine pear ls,  takes p1ace.

ROSARIUM. When you see that Whiteness appear,  superemi-nent
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above al l  other colours,  then you may be certain that  Redness

is concealed in that  br i l l iant  whi teness, then you need not take

out that  whi teness, but you may boi l  your €BB, unt i l -  i t  becomes

Red, and truLy Red, because the more Red i t  is  the more i t  is

worth.  And the more i t  is  boi led,  the more i t  is  worth.

CHIRSTOPHORUS PARISINSIS. Therefore proceed with the Phi lo-

sophical  FIRE (AZOTH) unt i l  Whiteness is past,  and unt i l -  af ter

some Citron Yel low Colours,  a Red Colour fo l l -ows l ike Scar let ,

which is the highest Tincture AIba, and although you have this

Colour nevertheless l -et  the Glass stand 6 weeks or 2 months longer

without opening i t ,  and i t  wi l l  become more beaut i fu l  and deeper

coLoured, and r icher,  and you are the more sure of  perfect  Fixat-

ion.

ISAACUS HOIIANDUS p. 108. If you work with a small FIRE espec-

ia l ly  in the beginning, the matter does better retain i ts own

humidi ty (MERCURIAI) .

The Matter is not congealed into a hard stone, l ike a glass

or crystal ,  which is melted in a v io lent heat,  but  i t  must be

congealed into a soft POWDER, which flows like wax over a sma1l
heat.

He that governs his matter by a gent le heat,  he can come to
that mystery and hi-s matter wil l not be vitrif ied, and wil l always

remain soluble in every stage, of  the Work.  But by a v io lent
heat the matter is v i t r i f ied,  indurated so that i t  looses i ts

solubi l i ty  except you lcrow with a great deal  of  labour,  to restore
i_t .

ARNOIDUS DE VILIA NOVA. 0 Ye unlearned Artists: Why do you

raise such a v io lent heat? In a v i -oLent heat the Matter is des-
troyed and vi t r i f . ied.  A11 phi losophers have said,  beware of
v i t r i f icat ion!  Because i t  does not belong to our Stone to be
Vitr i f ied.  Therefore roast him gent ly in al l  h is changes, and you
wi l l  get  the science, and i f  you act  otherwi-se,  you wi l l  not  enjoy
the frui t  of  your Labours.  SOII  DEO GLORIA.

Finis.
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