Rosicrucian Aphorisms and Process -
Bacstrom

Elsewhere on this site | have included a transompdf an admission of membership into a Rosicru8aciety
organised from London by Dr Sigismund Bacstrom.dB&aen had been initiated into a Rosicrucian sodigtyhe
Comte de Chazal on the Island of Mauritius in 178ie Comte de Chazal was connected with the Fretneam of
Rosicrucianism probably linking back to the Com#eS1 Germain.

The text of the admission of membership was takem the copy made by a Scotsman, Alexander Tilloch,
contained in the Ferguson collection, and it hameagded to it the following most interesting sectidRosicrucian
Aphorisms and Process, which | transcribe in its entirety. This procesgms of great value as it is in the tradition of
earlier alchemical texts, concealing its prima matand yet explaining all the subsequent staggseat detail,
while using the exact chemical terminology of tihlcentury. Thus, for example, it has precise nreasents of
temperature for the stages of the process, usingeRheit's thermometer, and precise measurementsaotities.
Such quantitative details are often missing inyealdthemical texts. It also uses a great deal difrele
nomenclature and parallels with the creation sioi@enesis.

It is remarkable that this work, written at the eridhe 18th century, should remain in the sambaetypal mold as
works of some three centuries earlier, and thislielbe shows us the inner integrity of this alcheahprocess of the
red and the white ttones through the nigredo, fatton and peacock's tail stages, with the fireptisation
through multiplication of the tincture. This prosea source of alchemical inspiration for half #lenium and

more, contains mysteries that have still to beatdand | hope that this further piece of matarigght help to
make this process more clear.

In Nomine Dei Omnipotentis,
qui nobis elementia sua tanta Dona largiri voluit!
Cui sit gloria et laus semper eternus
Amen.

APHORISMI
Operis maximi Antiquorum Sapientium

1. The soul of Man as well as all rational Spititee Angels) consist (according to their primitizesence) of the
Spirit of the World or Anima Mundi and the powerrefisoning. They are Unities and most simple, and
consequently in their very essence immortal.

2. In the Beginning God created the Universal $pirthe Universal Agent of Nature, the Soul of thaverse.
This is the first emanation of Divine Light; itasunity and immortal, capable of manifesting itsefien moved or
agitated, into Light and Fire. It is multipliablagyet is and remains but one. It is Omnipresedtye occupies no
visible space or room, except when manifested dtiptiad in its third principle, Fire.

It has the power of becoming material and of rehgragain to universality.

This is the subject of the Stone or Medicine ofRilosophers. The more you take this in its simphéversal,
unspecified or unmarried state, the easier, singidrgreater is your work, but the more this subigealready
specified the more troublesome prolix and expenisiy@ur process.

3. Our Magnet to attract it (although every subjedtiature is Magnetical) is Man, and principaljadamah, the
Dust, red earth of Man), which in the months of &karApril and May, the Sun in Aries and Taurushsrdantly
found in the blood of a healthy man; the Spiritted Universe during this season residing thereistrabundantly,
universally and unspecified.

Hadamah signifies the first man Adam or Red Eantlich appears when the subject is dried up. In Hedalies
concealed the blood that precious fluid whereinlthathe Universal Spirit, attracted by inspirati@md the Dust of
the Red Earth, left by itself when the Universed fature quits it.

This Universal Fire is truly Nature.



4. The happy success depends on the subject bedmtj fjom a young man, if possible of a Jovial Temgr
Choleric, in good health, collected in a propersseawhich is in March, April and, at farthestMay, while the
Sun is in Aries and Taurus: best after Northerlgdgi have prevailed.

PROCESS

This is the first of all Works, the most simpleg fleast expensive, the easiest and the greatéstefiects. There are
various works and different processes, but thikésoldest.

1st. The subject contains fire, air, water andheamd requires no addition of any foreign mag&cept when
introduced into the metallic department.

It contains the fire of Nature, or the UniversalrBpwith Air its vehicle it contains Water, whialmust be separated
from it in the beginning of the work and also eamttich remains behind in the form of caput mortuwhere the
fire has left it, and is the true Red Earth whetbimfire dwelt for a while.

The subject, duly collected, should not be lesa #tight nor more than sixteen ounces: place itdhiaa or glazed
basin and cover it loosely to keep the dust out.

2nd. In five or six hours time the first naturapaeation is made: the water is carefully pouredasffiseless and
pernicious.

(This water is called the Waters of the Deluge,clfare not easily dried up.)

The cold subject is placed in a double piece ddrtlnen in a clean china basin, in order thatstipgerfluous water
may be soaked up or absorbed by the linen, andibatake may become dry, in a cool shady plaee,fflom dust.
This superfluous water would retard and hindergfatition, which is the key to regeneration.

3rd. As soon as the Cake is freed from all supeuuhumidity, cut it to pieces with an ivory kn{f#o not touch it
with any metal) and put it by means of a glass @liimo your Globe Glass.

4th. The globe glass is immediately to be shut wittopper made of oak, which fits nicely, in ordhext the
superfluous remaining humidity (the phlegm) mayrimyithe putrefaction, penetrate and evaporateuitrahe
pores of the oak.

The joining of the neck and the stopper must bedlutith something that is able to resist outwardmth and
moisture.

5th. Place your luted globe glass or glasses {isrmost prudent to work with five or six glassg®nce, from as
many different good subjects) in a hogshead or wipe, filled two-thirds full with horse dung aliain proper
fermentation, so as to show a degree of heat fladntd 140 or 150 degrees by Fahrenheit's thermaonigie
greatest heat is in the middle, where it is gehefedm 140 to 150 degrees: less heat is roundthees where it
varies from 90 to 100 and from that to 120 degrees.

Your horse dung must be procured before, as istakeetimes five, six or more days before it fetmand gives
the necessary heat. This is soon discovered bstétaen arising from it, and by the thermometer lolireit nine or
ten inches deep.

You must have two hogsheads or casks, in orderetopape a second before the fermenting heat haglgrigft the
first; which heat seldom lasts longer than threekseas your work must never become cold one smgiment.
You must cover the top with clean straw pretty khend also all round the casks, especially in evindr the work
will be too cold and your operation will be very afiuretarded, if not fail.

6th. Your bath thus previously prepared, and ydasses well luted and varnished all round the jgrof the neck
and stopper, except the surface of the oak, bemtim the bath all round the cask, where the gsintieat prevails,
deep enough that only the upper part of the nedkstopper, that which is luted, may be in sighteeel with the
surface of the bath. If they were buried in the diedn the beginning of the work your subject wodtg up instead
of liguefying and putrefying.

7th. Every morning and night take out your glasees shake them gently every one, by a circularanpth order
to promote the solution of the red earth, whicbeserally effected in two or three weeks time. Whele earth
dissolves into a deep ruby-red liquid, called byAgsia Permanens or Chaos.

After this liqguefaction is accomplished the glasaesshaken no more, it being then unnecessary.

8th. In this manner, pursuing this most simple pss¢ moving your glasses from one cask into therp#s often as
your heat ceases, you must proceed with your rtrsg bath during eight or nine months time, somesitonger,
as the exact time cannot be ascertained by anftla@hilosophers say "coque nec desine coqueakit)g care
never to suffer your work to become cold, so thatdlasses may feel cold, not for one moment, #saincase your
labour would be lost.

The surface of your oak stoppers will turn black amist from the penetrating flegm. This causesstbppers to
swell and will burst the neck of every one of thebg-glasses, if you have not previously secureddmecks with
strips of linen pasted round them, and harpsickdre wound over the linen, with a varnish over titeole, and



with lute where the stopper joins the upper brinthef neck. This lute may be sealing wax droppetatimound) by
a burning candle, or rosin, or quick drying varnigtickened with filings of iron, or any other gotuting that can
withstand warmth and moisture; but take care t@kbe bottom of the stopper in sight, by not cawgthe neck of
the glass quite so low as to hide it.

9th. After liquefaction of the subject, putrefactitakes place immediately. At first you see vegsembling
Mercury running down from the neck to the permamahy water. After those veins or streams are Vesughe
Peacock's Tail begins to appear all round the glstietimes coloured like the Rainbow, sometimeplpugreen,
nay Gold and Silver colours, most wonderfully bé&aytpresent themselves.

10th. During putrefaction, which generally last® Tays, sometimes longer, the subject smells tlr g stopper
like a human corpse; sometimes so strongly as snisdled all over the house; and the colours vategiost
beautifully.

1ith. After this putrefaction, which is called tRaven's-head, and which generally lasts 150 dalnger, has
continued its time, the stench diminishes gradyalhg the subject becomes a dry brick-red coloaesth, red
earth, or dust, which remains settled at the bottbthe glass. This must not be moved nor disturbed

12th. Then sublimation takes place. the UnivergititSorsakes the dead body the red earth, ascandslescends
invisibly and now produces general colours of laegeent; one day the globe is black, some days iafbecomes
olive-green; after that sky-blue and beautiful pagreen; then again purple or violet and crimsoastly in general
colours all round the globe. with beautiful smalldy silver, green and purple spots in the ne&le & Peacock's
Tail or a Rainbow. Sometimes it looks like polisiwgper, then like polished steel, and sometinkeslell-metal.
13th. After eight or nine months all appears whbiterather, like running mercury, of a metallicaal, and the
Universal Spirit sublimes and fixes itself at thatbm of the oak stopper in the neck, and remdiaesetfor three or
four weeks, as white as Silver; and is the regaedrdniversal Spirit, corporified in a sweet fusilsialt of Nature,
above half fixed.

Below remains a foliated earth of a grey coloutlecaby us Terra foliata, which is of no use if yolwose to take
this white salt or sublimate out for multiplicatidn order to make the White Medicine; but if yoefer continuing
the Digestion, you must by ho means open the glasseddle with it.

This white sublimate from one glass will not be mtran three, four, five or six grains at most.

You have now in your possession the CorporifiediSpi the Universe, the Regenerated Fire of Nattire Saviour
and Regenerator of matter, or the White Medicinisifiirst infant state, the Urim or Regeneratedtiti This is
already a universal medicine for the animal creatiut it is to be carried further, to greater petibn.

This sweet salt or sublimate looks like copellddesj or like the Moon in the Morning.

Processfor the Red M edicine,
or Perfected Salt of Nature.
Thummim i.e.. Consummatum est Perfectio.

14th. The glasses are now to be removed to thelenafdhe bath and kept there, as the work nowiregumore
heat. (By Fahrenheit's thermometer the heat imridelle at the depth of 10 or 12 inches is geneffedign 130 to
150 degrees.)

Continue the digestion, coque nec desine coquenewing your horse dung every fortnight or threekse a few
days before your heat ceases; removing your gldssmsone cask into another from time to time asryjmeat may
require.

Your White Sublimate fixed at the bottom of yourgpers, will descend again into the red earth eoh thence re-
ascend, and will pass through all the former cal@averal times more, until it fixes itself oncerenat the bottom
of the stopper (by us called querca domus) andrbesdirst of a saffron colour, but in the coursedéw weeks
more of a fiery-red colour.

This business from the White to the Red, requiogsetimes three or four months, but the exact tiarnot be
determined.

Now you are in possession of Thummim, Consummatstioé Moses and Aaron.

15th. During the first and second digestion thgestthiries and liquefies several times and undexygagny changes
of colours, which appear all round the globe anthéneck of the glass, and never cease untiltisublimate is
brought to perfection.

There remains again an earth, the Dust or red ednitth is of no further use, being now totally depd of fire,
which is life.

(Admire the simplicity and truth by which the sutfj@nd this primitive dust is plainly declared lire twords 'The



dust or red earth of Man' as well as the Magnet.)

First Multiplication of the Red M edicine
in Quality and Power, by the M etallic
radical humidity; and its specification

towardsMineral Nature
for Transmutation.

16th. There are only three Universal passive floidsumidities in Nature. These three, centralfg, \zery
analogous to each other.

For the Animal Kingdom the animal fluid or Blooddppointed, for the Vegetable Kingdom water, andte
Mineral Mercury, which is the radical humidity oftals.

Each of these three fluids contains fire, watertheaSoul, spirit and body, sulphur, mercury, safom each of
these fluids, if properly treated and duly animéigdhe Universal Spirit a Universal Medicine mayrbade.
Now in order to specify towards Metallic NatureuydJniversal regenerated Spirit or Salt, the Whit&ked
Medicine, proceed thus:

17th. Take four parts of the White or the Red Miegicand ten parts of highly purified Mercury (bestived from
Cinnabar) and make an amalgam as follows:

Put the very accurately weighed ten parts of Mgrauia small china tea cup, or in a small smootltitie, on a
gentle charcoal fire, and let it stand until thertey begins to fume. Take it that moment fromfite (avoid
breathing the fumes) and at the same instant adtbthr parts of the White or the Red Medicine (prasly
enveloped in softened wax) to the just fuming hetrddiry. Stir it with a clean solid glass rod and ydll have an
amalgam.

The multiplication is performed according to thbléaof Pythagoras [the Tetractys]; the ratio of eitke of the
equilateral triangle to the whole figure, thus. fisa4 parts of the Medicine to 10 parts of theattie water.

Process of Digestion with the M etallic Water or Fer ment.

18th. This amalgam is put immediately into a srgkdbe glass, of sufficient strength (the neck prasly secured
with linen, wire and varnish to prevent it from bting), not above 2 inches in diameter, or of saclapacity that
the amalgam may fill no more than one fourth pathe globe in height. If the globe, however, hdtke larger
there will no harm: it is better a little too bigain too small.

Secure your glass with an oak stopper, and l@raittly as you did before.

19th. Place it in your bath, but now in the middidere the greatest heat is, in 140 or 150 degBrey.it in the
horse dung so deep that the stopper may be auittder the surface of the bath.

20th. Do not move it except when you are obligedléee it in the other cask.

By degrees the Universal Medicine unites radicailyy the Metallic water, and becomes in two or ¢hneonths
time, if the white sublimate has been employedlvarswhite tinging Medicine, a dry substance exigdy fusible,
in one solid mass, after having passed througthaltolours: but if the Red Medicine has been epygalat
becomes a Red tinging Metallic Medicine, which leak the dark like a glowing or fiery coal.

This is the more perfect and multiplied Urim if téhite, Thummim (consummatum est), if the Red Migdic
Aaron wore them both in his breastplate.

21st. Both these medicines, the White as well af#d, when perfectly fixed remain at the bottorthefglobe-
glass, and must be carefully separated from thté earcaput mortuum of the Mercury underneathtitkeng to the
bottom of the glass under the medicine. It is nemgsto break off the neck of the glass.

22nd. Both Medicines once multiplied or fermentdthyhe metallic radical humidity (Mercury) do n@&quire any
further fermentation with gold; but tinge alreadfter this first multiplication.

One part of the White Medicine tinges 10 parts efeury, lead, tin, copper, and iron into pure siloE16 fine.
One part of the Red Medicine, once multiplied, ¢ied.0 parts of Mercury, lead, silver, tin, coppat ailver into
pure gold of 24 carats fine.

The metallic medicines tinge each metal in proports they abound in Mercury, therefore Mercumsfiit® the
greatest quantity, with very little loss, lead ttext with a little more loss; then silver and tim; with more loss than
lead; and lastly copper and iron with a great @é#&dss and a large scorification of external metalulphur, as
these two last metals contain but a small propeioMercury, which is the only metallic principlleat is
ameliorated and fixed.



23rd After the first multiplication with the metallwater, the White Medicine is the Urim in itssirmultiplied state,
tinging and ameliorating the inferior metals inte fpurest and softest silver. The Red Medicine omakiplied

with the metallic water is the Thummim in its firsultiplied state - the Exalted Universal Medicstgking at the
root of every acute and chronic disease of mareaidals, and tinging the mercurial principle ofthl inferior
metals and minerals into the purest and softest gb?4 carats.

Both medicines are soluble in rectified spirit dhevand even in water.

AUGMENTATION
of the M edicinesin Quantity not in Quality nor in Power.

24th. If the White medicine, once multiplied, belt®é with pure silver - one part of the Medicinefdar parts of
pure refined silver - the silver becomes a whitéle, glassy substance. The medicine is in thay vikugmented in
guantity only, but not in quality nor in power, iagow tinges no more than ten parts, in the saraener as before;
but you thus obtain a greater quantity of the samadicine, for Transmutation only.

25th. If the Red Medicine, once multiplied with roery, be melted with pure refined gold, 1 parttef Medicine
with 4 parts of pure gold, the gold becomes albritteep orange coloured vitreous substance, aniliddicine is
augmented in quantity, but not in quality nor irmga; it tinges only as before, 1 part tinging témnderior metals
into most pure gold, but you have more medicinguantity.

The White and the Red Medicines thus fermented siitier or with gold are no longer soluble in Réetl Spirit of
Wine, and much less in water, and therefore adlemger medicinal for the human body or for animals;ithe
contrary, they are now highly pernicious, corrosanel destructive to animal life, and also to velgletaand they
cannot be multiplied any further by the metallioridity.

Second Multiplication of the M edicine
viz, in Quality, by the metallic waters.

The Second and every subsequent Multiplicatiomefrhedicine, with the metallic water (Mercury) uedjty and
power, is done exactly like the first, accordinghe table of Pythagoras, as has been mentionedxgiained
before.

26th. Make your amalgam as before, with the saroaracy and precaution - 4 parts of medicine to df@spof pure
Mercury - put your amalgam in a globe glass, sottir@e or four parts at least remain empty; lberieck with the
oak stopper, and bury it again in the middle ofryloath where the greatest heat prevails.

This process will be finished in a much shortertitnan the first; and every subsequent multiplicats sooner
accomplished than the foregoing, because the Mielipnedicine increases wonderfully in fusibilithe power of
penetrating, and fixity, and therefore it is soomedtiplied than before.

It passes again through all the colours, dies amegenerated as before.

This can also be done over a lamp provided your ikgdacely regulated so as to imitate that neagsggentle
animating heat of horse dung.

During the first labours of liquefaction and pugretion, we prefer the horse dung to the lamp, @srtbst natural,
though divers philosophers have used divers means.

27th. You will again find your exalted medicinetia¢ bottom of the globe upon a small caput morteamercurial
earth, from which Earth you must carefully sepayater medicine; which is easily done as the sultgsiare
distinct enough.

Now you have the Medicine of the Second Order, rfierg than the first, and ten times more power@he part of
this medicine tinges one hundred parts of the iofenetals into silver or gold, according as yowdamployed the
white or the red medicine.

28th. This Medicine, infinitely more soluble, mdiery, more penetrating and powerful, can no lorger
administered in substance to the human body, hemgreat a fire for our constitution to bear.

The Medicine of the First Order may be administéneslubstance, 1/4 of a grain or less for a dosewle will give
you our method how to dissolve and administer oedigine with safety.

29th. The third, fourth and fifth Multiplication)vaays with the pure metallic water or Mercury, erfprmed exactly
in the same manner as the first and second, bht®aceeding multiplication is sooner performeahttie
foregoing.

We do not know that ever a philosopher venturefhsas the Fifth, as we truly believe that so flesiingressive
and penetrating a substance, which is actuallyafiie Light, would run through every glass.



30th The Medicine, whether White or Red, of thestF®rder, of the First Multiplication with Mercuriinges ten
times its weight.

The Medicine after the Second Multiplication tingeee hundred times its weight.

After the Third multiplication one part tinges ot@usand parts.

After the Fourth Multiplication one part tinges tdtousand parts.

After the Fifth Multiplication one part, one hundrthousand parts; that is, one single grain woutdipce 171b 40z
of silver or gold.

(Who can comprehend the incalculable fire of Ndtininitely multipliable!)

M ethod of safely administering the M edicine to the Human Body.

31st. Take four ounces of the purest, most higityified Spirit of Wine (not Corn spirit) dissolteerein, without
heat, or at most only in the Sun's heat, one griihe First, Second or Third multiplied Red Med; and,
observing well the colour of the Tincture thus fednadd a second or a third grain (according tgtveer of your
medicine) and fourth or fifth, or more, until yoBpirit of Wine becomes tinged of a translucent Robipur, like
Burgundy Wine - then cease to add any more of thdibine.

The Medicine of the Third Order will sooner tindpetSpirit of Wine sufficiently deep than that oéthirst.

This Heavenly Essence is the Highest and most Wsav@urum Potabile of the earliest ages.

With this glorious Essence we tinge a pint of Maalier Lisbon or good old Rhenish Wine, dropping Buby
Essence into the White Wine until the latter becarfn@ deep orange or pale Burgundy, or deep Matatgaur, and
appears so in a two ounce phial.

This medicinal wine may safely and without the tadenger be given to both sexes, and of all agesény disease
whether the disease be hot or cold, acute or atyarakes no difference.

A teaspoonful may be given for a dose, once oraéwic24 hours, in dangerous acute, or obstinatenitidiseases,
cancers and the like; but in slight cases one dobewill effect the cure.

32nd. The Red Medicine, thrice multiplied, placediglass globe, with a stopper luted in, and swigein a room,
gives light in the dark like a fiery coal.

33rd. The White Medicine, after the First Multi@ieon, coagulates and fixes a tumbler or glassofutllear water
into a rock crystal. Put grain after another ifite tvater until a disturbance is observed to takeein the water;
then cease, and in half an hour the glass willlbkeaving the crystal fixed.

34th. The same White Medicine projected on glagasion, leaves the glass, when cold, perfectlytibuand
maleable.

35th. With the Red multiplied Medicine, glass flexar crystals are fixed into diamonds, rubies, etdsrand other
precious stones.

Concerning the Globe-glasses.

The glasses are globular digesting glasses, ofdivat most six, inches in diameter, with a néek br six inches
in length and wide enough to admit your thumb deast your middle finger.

You must make stoppers of fine grained, very dri,@afit nicely into the necks which should be gnd in the
inside a little way so as to form a nice round Holethe stopper: the stopper should go into thek e inch deep,
and should leave one inch above the neck.

The globes for multiplication are about two inciresliameter, with necks three or four inches lond wide
enough to admit a finger.

All the glasses should be made of considerablagtine at least one eighth of an inch in substance.

SUPPLEMENT
to the foregoing Aphorisms.

If the globes containing the subjects be threer;, imumore times electrified in the beginning, befgou put them in
the bath; so as to introduce the Electrical Uniakpsinciple, or the Universal Spirit of Naturearthe subject by
motion, the same spirit in the subject will be diseatrengthened, the operation will be accelerated improved,
and you will obtain an increase of the first Whatdt or sublimate below the Oak stoppers.

Above | have faithfully communicated our Aphorisms.
London 5th April 1797



Sigismund Bacstrom
M.D. F.R.C.



