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TttE Srcoruo TnrRr r sr

To the Honourable

JOHN BAPTISTA vnru SEEBACH

NOBLE S I  R:

My honourable Patron and my good Friend, my humbl-e service

in the f i rst  p lace presented to you: At your earnest request

I  cannot but accompl ish your desires,  seeing you have a great

love and af fect ion,  by exper ience to f ind out the Secrets of

Nature,  which at  th is t ime are known to few, and even whoI ly .

h id in darkness. Al though many of  the Ancients have wri t ten

thereof,  and their  books dispersed, yet  are they wr i t ten in a :

Magick st i le,  and prof i table to none but those who from their

youth have been trained up in th is I" lagickr or instructed by .

God in such Secrets.  Therefore,  these Secrets for  which you

humble yoursel f  are in a deep pi t ,  strongly locked up, so that

no man can open them unless he have received the Key from the
++

Spir i t  of  Truth.of  the Magical  O or of  that  O of  the

Ancients wi l l  I  speak no thing in th is t reat ise,  seej-ng that

men wi l l  know nothing of  i t ;  but  what they read of  i t  they :
+

apply only to conrmon O ;  of  the which you only desire a

treat ise lqhich I  wi l l  f reely communicate to you and wi l l  wr i te,  -



What i t  is .  2.  Of what part ,s i t  is  composed. 3.  Into what

may be resolved again.

And you shal l  in th is t reat j -se understand me no otherwise

6

'l

!L

than according to the Letter;  for  I  wi l l_ use here

Al legor ies,  or  Simi l i tudes; only r  wi l l  descr ibe

I ' letaphors

with a

plain st i le,  that  you may not be deceived, though you prepare

i t  accordj-ng to the Letter,  and ye shal- l  obtain that  of  which
+

I  wr i te;  by these, you may also judge whether in common O

that secretr  or  chymicar & physical  Mystery be or not,  of  the

which Paracelsus and the Magicians have wri t ten.

Now as i t  cometh out of  the Mountains,  is  not pure as

i t  should be; for  i t  is  mingled with stones of  the mine. r

never saw any that came forth pure f rom the Mountains;  there-

fore ere one use i t ,  i t  must be pur i f ied,  which pur i f icat ion

is done by digest ion;but th is digest ion is a sulphureous Fire.

^. i / \The best + is a + Metal l ine,  and though Art ists do

pur i f ie i t  wi th vegetable f i re,  that  is  wi th Tartar,  yet  is

th is digest ion not natural ,  But that  the Tartar div ides the

Regulus f rom i ts Faeces this is the cause that the + " f  6,  ??
j-s more vegetable than Metal l ine,  but  you shal l  pur i fy i t  wi th

/\
? that  is  sprung from Mercury,  and not f rom sal ts;  for  th is

A 
--r ta -  , ,metal- l ine ? wi l l  ve reduced in the Arg.  v ive.  of  O into

Arg. v ive,  and last Iy out of  th is Arg.  v ive wi l l  pure gold be

made. l low this Metalt ine + rhar puri f ieth 6 is only in Ct
and no where else,  and this pur i f icat ion is done thus, R* d

=
or rron J 4 (  r  am wont to take pieces of  nai ls which are

nei ther gross nor th ick) put them into a strong crucible,  and

set them in a wind Furnace. Let i t  stand so long t i r l  you see



the Nai ls or l ron are sof t ,  then put into the Crucible 3 B
+

-4,or U ,  maKe a strong f i re that  the Cf may f low wel l -  in
+

the O ,  then cast into the crucible wi th an fron Ladle,  a

good handful  of  Sal tpetre;  then let  them boi l  up together

in the Crucible ( let  the Crucible therefore be considerably

great,  that  i t  boi l  not  out)  and let  i t  s tand st i l l  t i ] I  aI l -

be quiet  and f lowing, then cast i t  for th into a cast ing pot

so the REGULUS set l -eth i tsel f  so soon as the matter is coagu-

l -ated in the Puckle-pot.  Put i t  out  and let  i t  coolr  and str ike

the Faeces from the REGULUS, which appeareth and shineth l ike

a marchasi te.  The Faeces you may lay up t i l1 you know what to

do with i t  for  in i t  is  a mystery of  which I  wi l l  not  speak at

th is t ime. Put the REGULUS into a crucible again and let  i t

f low; when i t  f loweth,  then cast therein one 3 and, I /2
il

of O & let  them f low wel l  together,  then put in as much

Nitre as you did before,  and let  i t  f low as ye did at  the f i rst

t ime, cast  i t  into the Puckle,  str ike the Regulus of f  f rom the

Faeces. This Regulus is purer and f iner than the f i rst .  Cast a-

way the Faeces for they are worth nothing. Let the Regulus melt

the th i rd t ime in a Crucible,  and when i t  f lows, poure thereon

a 1adle of  NITRE, and when you see that the NITRE f loweth on the

Metal  as on Oyl  (which must be done with a strong f i re otherwise

the Nitre coagulateth i tsel f  and be hard) then cast i t  into a

puckle,  str ike the Regulus f rom the Faeces. This Regulus is

yet f iner,  purer and more Metal l ine than the former;  the Faeces

are nothing worth.  Fourthly,  Iet  th is Regulus melt  j -n a c lean

Crucible,  and when i t  is  melted as pure ,  cast  some NITRE

thereon, Iet  i t  penetrate through each other & then cast i t  into

a Puckle,  beat the Faeces of f  f rom the Regulus,  which Faeces wi l l



be of  a golden color and then i t  is  prepared. The Regulus wi l l

be as whi te as 
D ,  and have above a f ine Star;  th is Regulus,

i f  i t  be r ight , ly  wrought,  wi l l  weigh four ounces and the work

may wel l  be f in ished in two hours.  some copies say twelve

hours and in th is manner is common 6 prepared, wherein you

shaI1 mark th is piece, vrz,  what i t  is  that  thus div ideth the
+

Faeces from O .  You shal l  not  th ink that  Ni t re doth i t ,  but

know that Antimony draweth out the sour- from d , that is,
A 

^*J -^r----rL Lr-  -his best ? ,  and reduceth the same into 
A ; this 

a
is  nothing erse but f i re,  and hath the operat ion of  f i re which

digesteth the crude 6 into 6 and dividerh the Mj-ne from:r
the I \ , Iefa ' i :  r rng sh3f l  a lso know that th is 

)< -  t ' - ' fLrrs ' r=Lo.r i  yuu- snarr  aLso J<now that th is 
V 

of  (J '  is  h id in

this purged 6 ,  under the whi teness of  the Ant imonial  Mer-

cury;  for  th is Lunary whi teness which you see in the Regulus

is not f rom his + but f rom Arg. v ive,  und,er which lurketh

MERCURY OF MARS which is nothing else than SOL: rhis |1 of

MARS is also nothing else in rhe aforesaid p of  6 a;"  as

a spir i t  or  an air ,  and remaineth so long l iv ing in the Arg.

vive of  d t i I I  out  of  i t  be made a

and then div ideth i tsel f  f rom the p

So now you understand what f i re is which thus pur i f ieth conrmon

ANTIMgNy; you must also understand what that  f i re is which

pur i f ieth and digesteth magical  ANTIMONY, that is,  what that

sol  PHILosoPHoR is which we cal l  O PoTABILE which even so
>(_>(

wel l  
I  

d iv ideth i rsel f  in rhe end from 
? 

pHrLoSopHoR

as the O div ideth i tsel f  f rom the Arg.  v ive of  ANTIMONY.

Therefore,  iL is very necessary that  you ser iously consj-der

how i t  workethr so shal I  you f ind what nature is;  not  only in

body again,  th is is
+

- 
t4,or L/



burning

again in

common Metals,  but  even in al l  th ings,  and in the t" tetals of

PHILOSOPHERS, which are known to the wise men. The chymists do

assay ANTIMONY by i ron;  when they have done this,  they know not

what they have made, nor the working of Nature, nor do they know

what Nature is here:  therefore teach they nothing, but remain

Fools and Asses. Seeing that they have now div ided ANTIMONY

from his Mineral  Faeces, they should also know that in th is

ANTIMONY there is as yet  a Faeces, which is nothing else than a

;  when this + is div idedr so cometh ANTIMONY

is f i rst  matter or being, which is nothing else but

Arg.  v ive,  and this Arg.  v ive is created out of  the greatest

Mystery of  Nature but Plato commandeLh me to rest  here.

(VT Or :  NI CHoLAS the ALLoBRoGIAN .  )

To div ide the + f rom the purged ANTIMONY is the c learest  op-

erat ion but therein is a great knowledge hidden: So much thereof

as is necessary for  the knowledge of  th is Work wi l l  I  manifest ;

but  the other for  d ivers reasons wi l l  I  pass by.

A thing, i f  i t  be destroyed and mort i f ied,  i t  sha1l  be raised

again and made l iv ing;  and the same thing which is the cause of

death by separat ing the l i fe must have two powers in i t ,  of  sep-

arat ing and viv i fy ing;  and these two must be one in power,  but

two in numbers for  a l l  Myster ies spr ing f rom this Fountain and

are one essence, wonderful ly distr ibuted according to the wi l l

of  God. This Wi l l  of  God is the speci f ick of  every creature and

a being incomprehensible by sense not less than God. Now is
+

ARGENT VIVE dead in O Sha1l  i t  be made l iv ing,  so must i t

be raised up by that which i t  hath been ere i t  was dead O+
for that  l i fe is in i t  very abundant and incorrupt ib le;  nothing

+
toh



which is dead can be. made l iving but by his own and proper l i fe

and not by the l i fe of  other th ings; who wri teth and teacheth

otherwise is no phi losopher,  and the destroyed l i fe,  wher:  i t  is

again made l iv ing,  is  the Eerment of  l iv ing th ings by which i t

was made l iving; and that thing is by Augmentation and Mult i-

p l icat ion,  Magj-ca1. Hence i t  fo l loweth that in l iv ing th ings

there must be a disposi t ion which is t ransmutable into the dis-

posi t ion of  other th ings, i f  i t  would be raised again:  for  the

Wil l  of  God that al l  th ings must die,  is  that  Speci f ick of  a l l

Creatures which af ter  death augmenteth i t  sel f  inf in i te ly.

Now it fol loweth farther that those l iving things which are

serviceable to our work and manual operat ions,  by which the

Metals are also t ransmuted into So1, must also have such a

Specif ick in that they can be brought thus by no art without

Regenerat ion as the senseless Alchmysts give for th;  for  were

there no Speci f ick therein,  how could they be transmuted, be-

cause Species is not t ransmuted into Species;  for  i f  t ransmu:

tat ion be not done, so can also no seed grow and augment i tsel f ;

for  that  is  against  Nature.  Therefore must that  l iv ing have the

nature of  waterr  ds you can see that a grain of  Corn cast into

the Earth is made l iv ing by water,  that  is ,  j -n the Grain is a

dead water,  which is by water made l iv ing again,  and the Fer-

ment of  water is that  which giveth the water his Speci f ick

Naturer so do inf in i te grains grow from one. so understand in
t (

th is operat j -on that the ARGENT VIVE of  ANTTMONY h 4 is dead,

and can never be made l iv ing but by ARGENT VIVE. rn th is manner

is corrupt ion regenerated, and mult ip l icat ion in the form of

Meta]  made.



You may here demand, seeing the water mult ip l ieth the grains

in r- l ra a=v]- ] ' r  and is t ransmuted into very grains,  i f  a lso thevq! 9rI ,

ARGENT VIVE of  } Ietals multJ-pl ied wi th common 5 ,  may be made
Y

again into a Metal-? To this I  answer that  th is is not possible

in common Metals,  but  in Phi losophical  Metals i t  may be done .

very easi ly for  our MERCURY layeth his Speci f ick f rom him, and

taketh i t  again by Art ;  that  is ,  f rom him may be made SOL and -

LUNA, which i t  was before,  but  why this cannot be done in conrmon

Metal-s,  there are manv Reasons, which I  wi l l  pass bv at  th is t ime

Now the MERCURY of ANTIMONY shal l  be l iv ing;  that  is  Arg.  v ive

shal1 be made per Arg.  v ive;  but th is cannot be done without .

mixture,  and fartherr  w€ see that Regulus wi l l  not  mingle in i t

wi th common Arg. v ive because of  the + which is in the Regu- :

l -us;  for  seeing the same is not l {etal l ine,  i t  hath no comrnunion

r^r j+h t l . ra ara v ive that iS cornmon, and i t  h indereth the mixture.  :

Therefore must there be a medium betwixt  common ARGENT VI VE and

the MERCURY OF ANTIMONY; th is medium must be a separat ive power,  :

which is not in common Arg. v ive,  for  in i t  is  no Speci f ick;

and the separat ive power is a Speci f ick which coagulateth Mer- :

cury.  God hath made this ARGENT VIVE in the wi l - l  of  man, which

notwithstandingisnothinge1sethancommonMERCURYandthatof

the Phi losophers.  These two remain two in the wi l l  of  man, that

he can br ing a Speci f ick to them, which is necessary for  there ;

is  none there:  according to these things ,  v iz,  the separat ive

is a Speci f ick MERCURIAL, but one must know in what MERCURY i t  ;

is  to be found, and by exper ience i t  is  found that i t  is  in no

other MERCURY than in the MERCURY OF LUNA. ,

Therefore,  take of  LUNA PURISSIMAE one ounce, REGULI PRAEDICI

hal f  an ounce, let  the )  g low wel l  in a crucible,  af terwards

"7



cast the Regulus on i t ,  so wi l l  they melt  present ly and stand

in the Crucible as f ine Arg.  v ive,  cast  them into an ingot,

and you shal l  f ind a Mass metal l ine of  the colour of  Lead; beat

this metal l - j -ne mass to a powder,  which wi l l  easi ly be done.

Aftennrard,  take f ine Arg.  v ive,  four or f ive ounces, pour i t

in a sma1l Phyal-Glass and then pour the powder on i t ,  let  i t

s tand a night and day in 8.M.,  so goeth the powder into Arg.

v ive;  st i r  i t  wel l  together and when the powder is wel l  ming-

led with the conmon Arg. vive, then pour i t  out and amalgam

it  wel l  on a stoner so wi l l  the Amalagam thereof be red. Put

thus Amalagam into a wooden dish,  and rub i t  wel l  wi th a

Pestelr  so wi l l  the water be blacki  cast  th is water of f  in

part  and put more water on, and rub i t  t i l l  th is water be

black aIso.  Do this so long t i I I  the Amalgam be made white,

the blackness which is washed from the Amalgam sett leth i t -

sel f  in the bottom of the water,  which keep, and cast the

water away again,  put  th is Amalgam again into a Phyal ,  Iet

i t  stand in a B. a night,  pour i t  out  and wash i t  again.  So

giveth i t  a blackness again,  which pour to the other,  wash

i t  so long t i I I  i t  g ive no more blackness; you may also gr ind

this Amalgam with pure,  c lean sal t r  so cometh the blackness

the sooner f rom i t .  Now when the Amalgam is made clean again,

set  i t  again in a Phial  in a B. a night and wash i t  again.

Rei terate th is work so of ten t i l I  no more blackness goeth f rom

the Amalgdmr then wi l l  i t  be pure,  c lean, br ight  and white;  and

mark the more blackness the Amalgam giveth,  the more MERCURY

is resolved from the ANTIMONY. So soon as no more blackness

showeth i tsel f  (ABSTRACT AND COHOBATE IT 7 OR 9 TIMES, THEN

tTIS PHILOSOPHICAL 6 )  in washing present ly,  then dist i l l  in
?

a glass retort  the Arg.  v ive f rom Luna. f f  the washin^ ' iq r ia l ' r r -



ly  done, so shaI l  you f ind your LUNA br ight  and cfear and

white in the retort ;  but  i f  your LUNA be of  a leaden colour,

. i+ . i^  
^ ^- : -*rL rr  q rryrr  that  i t  hath as yet  ANTIMONY amongst i t ;  there-

fore must th is washing be done for so long and of t  t i l l  no more

bl-ackness come forth;  the Recipient must be fuI1 of  cold water

ere you dist i l l  the MERCURY . into i t ,  then sha1l  you f ind a

br ight  Arg.  v ive which now is three-fold,  v iz:  Arg.  v i ,ve

Common: Arg.  v ive Ant imony, and Mercury of  Mars.  This you must

know that MERCURY OF MARS transmuteth the other two into his

Naturer Ers other Metal-s do, because MERCURIUS MARTIS is not

universal ly and radical ly mixed with the other two, but di -

v ideth i tsel f  f rom them, as you shal- l  hear.  Therefore,  th is

Arg.  v ive is not cal led Arg.  v ive of  Mars,  but  Mercury of

Ant imony for Ant imony is fu l ler  of  Mercury.  That Arg.  v ive of

Mars which is hid in th is Mercury of  Ant imony, is gg1- volat i le;

and this you may not only bel ieve, but also see i t  wi th your

Eyes. f f  you take a l i t t le of  the Amalgam washed clean, and

gently evaporate the Ar. vive from Lunar so remaineth the Aurum

Volat i l ,  that  is ,  the Mercur l r  of  Mars wi th the Luna, and t ingeth

the Luna into the highest coloured So1. But,  seeing that th is

Sol-  is  not f ix t ,  the Fire dr iveth th is Tincture f rom Luna.Here

also is a point  to be marked, that  th is SOL VOLATIL, which t inges

Luna into Gold,  but  not f ixed. Who understandeth the cause of

th is is not ignorant of  the Sophist icat ions of  the Alchymist

who would t inge Luna into So1 for they understand that Mercury

alone is the Tincture;  but  when i t  is  changed j -nto Meta]s ,  then

i t  loseth the power of  Tinging, and i f  i t  were f ix t ,  so is a

f ine Metal ,  for  Metals are nothing else than Mercury coagulated

)<
and f ixed. But in th is Work are onty (J coagulated or f ixed.. .

.?

How Mercury of Antimony of Antj-mony t ingeth ) is a more srrbti l l -



manual operat ion.  He that wi l l_

therefore look wel l  thereto;  I

I  have also of t  fa i led.

make i t ,  must wel l  know the f i re;

mysel f  have of t imes made i t  and

shal l  be t ransmuted from other Metals into

Now how the

the q of %of d shal l  be f ix t  into t rue O and

th is Nature wi l l  I  not  hold f rom you. For in th is operat ion

every one seeth what the Metals are,  who have not his f ive

senses bewitched (r  speak of  t rue coagulat ion,  not sophist ical)

and can mark that  i t  is  not  possibl-e to make O f rom 
A ro:-

out of fL and Si lver i  so sees he also very wel l  that

conmon 6 wi l l  not  be coagulated art i f ic ia l ly ;  but  the Arg.
Y

vive of  Metals easi ty,  which before hath been coagulated; yet

not every O coagulated, but the 6 aione of  d ;  for  in
TY

! r - r ,  2(  
-  

.+ lth is 
V 

of  U'  is  found the nature of  the last  f ixat ion;  but

in n4 g not. Therefore cannot anv man qive them that

which they have not f rom God and Nature.  I t  t roubleth me not

that many Chymical  Books are wr i t ten against  the Truth,  what

the Searcher of  Alchymy imagineth and understandeth in his Trans-

mutat ions is al together another th ing;  therefore can I  wr i te of

th is Sophistry and speak with Paracel-sus:  They which understand

Alchymy according to the let ter ,  reap nothing but tare straw.

Now concerninqr the 6 before ment ioned, which is dist i l l -ed'Y
-{ \from D you shall  know that i t  penetrateth the Metals and

div ideth the Elements of  the Metals;  that  is ,  the 0 and +i

from one anotheri common 6 doth it not; it must then be ac-

uated by the 6 of  ant imly and be changed in his nature and
Y

essence, as now is declared to you in th is operat ion.  You sha1l

also know that every Metal  hath his pecul iar  operat ion,  and is

t0



not resolved as another.  I  wi l l  in an hour br ing

out of  q can f  hardly do i t  in two months.  There

l ieth j -n the manual operat ion.

The nrer- : t i r :e how i t  is  performed with the 6 of  Venus mustv!rr leu wr urr  erre 

Y

here shew, for  th is cause that you may f ind the Gold which

coming from d ,  l ieth hid in the o of  venus. That is
t

of which I  have made ment ion;  th is O is nothing else than

A 
outof  5

fore,  much

i t

the

Mercur ia l  Spir i t  which is in d ,  ds the soul  in man; but

seeing this SOL is no more corporeal ,  as i t  was before in

but through the Mercur ia l  Spir i t  of  Ant imony is made a Spir i t ;

iL can no more be more corporal  but  only by the Spir i t  of  Sal- t

in Venus, This Spir i t  is  not  the O of  Venus, also not +t
but a middle betwixt  bothi  when this rniddle cometh forth of

Venus, then do his parts f  a l l  in pieces, that  is ,  h is 'X
v 

ano

the 
P 

of Venus abideth in the Antimony; the + must be

washed from i t ,  and is a Sulphureous gray Earth l ike Ashes.

Take L.2 of  the best Hungar ian Vi t r io l ,  d issolve i t  in common

water,  set  i t  in a strong Pot over the f i re,  and cast a handful l

of  smal l  p ieces of  i ron therein.  Let  them seeth hal- f  a quarter

of  an hour;  then put away the water,  and put to the Jron the O
?

which is have dist i l led f rom D r  so the Venus which the I ron

reduceth f rom Vitr io l  amalgameth i tsel f  wi th the Arg.  v ive:Wash

the Amalgam c1ean, that  a l l  the pieces of  l ron come from i t ;  now

when this Amargam is wholry pure and clean, let  i t  dry and then

put i t  in a Glass-Phial ,  set  i t  in B.M. and let  i t  s tand there

in eight dayes r  so wi l l  th is Amalgam be of  a dark gray;  then

pour i t  out  and wash i t  c lean as men are wont to do with an

Amalgam, in a Dish.  The powder which is washed from the Amalgam

11



Put apart ;  put  th is Amalgam eight dayes in B.M. and then wash

i t  as before;  th is work must be rei terated thr ice.  f f  you would

resolve * t  the O into O and A ,  then must you do this so
TT?

oft  t i I l  that  the Amargam be made into pure ARG. VIVE; for  i t

wi l l  not  be done so quickly.  vrhen you have had this Amalgam

thr ice in B.[ t .  and thr ice washed, then dist i r r  the ARG. vIvE

:fore f rom the D ,  This is

)  more vulgar ,  nor yet  is  i t  O,t

)  i t  is  fermented and transmuted
I,
of  O is awonderful l  O ,Y+

as every one can try who shal l  use i t  in chymical  operat ions.

The precipi tate also made of  th is 6 is exceeding br ight  and
Y

wonderful l  in the eyes of  Alchymists;  but  as br ight  as i t  is ,

i t  is  a gross poyson in physick.  Keep yourserf  f rom i t ,  let

not his f ine appearance deceive you. In th is q of  
A

is O out of  g ,  which r  have of t  ment ioned, fet  h idden.

r t  wanteth the f r ig id i ty of  the Moon, by which i t  shal t -  be

coagulated in the perpetual  and f i rst  coagurat ion of  sol ;  and

the process of  coagulat ion is thus:

Take of  f ine D part  r  wherein is no Gold,  of  th is l lercury of

venus, parts rv,  make an Amalgam thereof,  and that the Amalgam

may the easier be accomprished, dissorve the Luna j -n common

Aqua Fort is and precipi tate i t  wi th

done. So fal leth t } re D to the bot

r  ds i t  is commonly

and is a f ine,  br ight

powder,  which may easj-ry,  by gr indirg,  be Amargamated with

the Mercury of  venus. wash this Amalgam that is be c lean and

br ight,  put  i t  into a Phial ,  and let  i t  s tand for 24 hours in

B.M. boi l ing,  then wi l l  i t  be bl_ack as a CoaI;  take i t  out ,

gr ind i t  on a stone, and wash i t  c lean; th is blackness is the

I2
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soul  of  Ct whicrr  is  drawn from the spir i t  of  Ant imony and in

this last  work is coagulated into Sol- .  With th is Sol  there are

as yet Feces of  
4 ,  which separate themselves from the Mer-

cury of Venus through this coagulation; for the Mercury of

venus is always green in the superf ic ies.  This Green shalr  be

coagulated with sol  (note:  other copies say 'Luna')  and being

separated from Arg. v ive shal I  be reduced into a body, and so

is the Spir i t  of  d found; and so you see what i t  was and

again what is f rom him. Now who hath a desire to take pains,  he

may try how much U is in one pound of e , so much So1
Y

shal l  he f ind therein and not more. He shal l  a lso see that more

cost goeth to th is work than the sor is worth.  The Arg.  v ive

which is in other Metals cannot be so coagulated into sol ;  but

i t  cont inual ly remaineth l iv ing;  the Reasons having been shown

before.  Thus is the Arg.  v ive vulgar acuated witn the Mercury

of Ant imony, that  i t  draweth al l  the }4ercury f rom imperfect

Metals and is t ransmuted by them into their  Nature.  As i t  cometh

] -a 
- '^^^ 

. i  *
L\ i /  

I ,O,D> I I I I
ichof d,wh

,  have I  here declared by the way of  Sot out
+

must be in this work for the purifying of O i

so have you also heard how this sol  is  again extracted out and

appeareth before the eyes; othe::r ,v ise you would not bel ieve that

the pur i f icat ion of  Ant imony is done by the SoI in d

Now wi l l  I  far ther wr i te to you what Medicine there is in
+

Acommon LJ ;  af terward for a conclusion wi l l  I  impart  to you
+

as a brother,  what far ther out of  th is Regulus of  O can be

made i  for  f  dare not in t ruth boast and say, that  i t  is  not

unknown to me, and I  wi l l  wr i te Lo you for a warning ( I f  God

give you his Grace that you can understand) what i t  is  that

13



seduceth so many

them and brought

peopler y€d, even the Learned; and capt ivated

them even to their  Grave.

DE Sulpnunr ArurrMoNr r

Now concerning the other part  of  6 ,  that  is ,  h is 4 ,you

sha1l  know that i t  is  a fatness and assimulateth i tsel f  to the

Fire which is in a black Coal .  Therefore,  take the blackness

which you have washed from the Amalgam of D and 6 ,  dry

i t  in the Sun or otherwise in some gent le warmth. So shal l  you

have a powder of  a leaden colour to which,  as yet ,  some Arg.

v j -ve vulgar doth c leave, abiding with i t  in the washing so now

if  you can st i f le th is powder in a c lose warmth as Col l iers make

wood Coals,  then wi l l  i t  be black,  and al together l ike beaten

or powdered Coals:  but  i f  you cannot so st i f le i t ,  i ts  no great

matter.

Take this powder of  a lead colour,  put  i t  into a Crucible,  put

i t  on the f i re,  but  make i t  not  to g1ow, ei ther inwardly or out-

wardly i  so wi l l  the Mercury fume away. This powder is inf l -amed

by the warmth, and burneth not as + wi th a f lame, but as a

gl immering dry coal  which giveth no f lame. When i t  is  so burnt

out,  there remaineth in the Crucibl-e a powder which may be re-

duced into Regulus.  Weigh this powder,  so shal I  you see how much

of the Ant imony is resolved into his parts.  and i f  you could dry

up this powder that i t  be black, and the Common Mercury cometh

much of the Common Mercury is

and how much combust ib le + was

how

6
f rom i t ,  so may you reckon

come into th is Mercurv of

in th is Arg.  v ive.  So then you have the knowledge of  0 fu l ly ;

that  is ,  h is Elements of  Arg.  v ive and + .  This is enough to
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-|
-4,shew what (J is,  and how the common Arg. v ive is fermented

and actuated through and with i t ;  that  i t  can thereby resorve

the other Metals,  every one according to his lJature and dis-

posi t ion.  How i t  is  done in O the process is suf f ic ient ly
+

declared for examples sake: But how i t  is  to be done in other

Meta1s ,  v iz. ,  how by the O of  6 ,  a O may be brought

forth,  that  commend I  to t ;  exper ienced and ski l - led wi th the

Fire:  For is was not my purpose to manifest  a l l  th ings.

THE |VleorcrNAL SwEer

I t 's  known to you before to prepare many ways of  Ant imony for

Physick,  but  I  have not as yet  seen any who have observed the

Arcanum in i t .  The good people imagine that whatsover is

wri t ten of  Ant imony is wr i t ten of  CQMMON Ant imony, which not-

wi thstanding they f ind not by the proof;  therefore we may

just ly th ink that  MEDICINAL Ant imony is much another th ing,  as ,

indeed i t  is .  For the ANTIMONY 0F THE PHILOSOPHERS is their

I lercury ,  and in i t  are al l  Medic ines in potent ia,  therefore

. , i { -  . i -  
^^]1^,r. ' , -L rb uct-Lr-cLr,  Quintessence. In the Vulgar Ant imof l ] r  is  not

the Quintessence of  Physick,  but  only the Essence of  the Ele- i

ment of  Water,  which Essence is a Medicine against  the Sick-

nesses which spr ing out of  the MICROCOSMICAL FIRE. Now the :

Physick of  th is Ant imony is not in his l {ercury,  but  in his Fire,  '

of  the which I  have spoken br ief fy,  which you shal l  in th is :

manner understand: In Wood there is a f i re which we must have in ,

our Ki tchens to prepare our meats;  so is Ant imony a f i re by ,

which we digest our t4edic ines which thereby receiveth the ess- i

ence of  h is Elements.  Through this Essence, the elemental-  heat
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in our s ickness is also digest,ed. For though the Galenists

think to dr ive for th the heat through Purslane, Endive,  Night-

Shade and other cold Simples,  but cannot do i t ,  for  the heat

looseth i tsel f  natural ly;  so is th is Medicine in Ant imony Vul-

gar and not only in i t ,  but  in al l  other th ings of  the which

the Element of  Water is the Mother.  Therefore,  is  a Physieian

even so l i t t le bound to th is Ant imony as a Cook to Beech-wood;

for when he hath i t  not ,  then he useth Birch or Wi11ow, by the

which he cannot so wel l  dress his meat.  Besi-des this essent ia l

l , ledic ine as wel- I  as wel l  in other th ings as j -n Ant imony, and

is caI led in Magick AURUM. But of  that  Medicine which is pre-

pared by the Fire of  Ant imonfr  I  have nothing to say.  I t  is

known of  to God and to those He hath manifested i t .  The wise

men cal l  i t  their  MERCURIUS PHIL0S0PH0R and i t  is  an Essence

which may be changed in al l  the Elements of  Nature and Art ;

for we know that this Antimony purgeth strongly upward and

downward, which is done not by the Essence but by the body to

which the Essence changeth.  Now who can div ide the Essence from

the Body, he hath found a Medicine that worketh nei ther upward

nor downward, but wi thout purgat ion f in isheth the work and

through a strong Calcinat ion wi th Sal t  Spir i t ,  which is the

cause of  a Metal l ine Fusion, i t  be dr iven from i t ,  that  i t

causeth nei ther Vomit  nor Stoo1, but forceth sweat.  Yet i t  not
I

the Medicine, but O calc ined which is a poyson as the other

Metals are,  which are strongly calc ined which taken in the body

manifests i t  as calcined 
9 fr ,  d .  I t  may also be wel l  d i -

A
gested by 4l  Metal l ine,  that  i t  may be red and f ixed in the.l

f i re,  yet  is  there not in i t  what the Art ist  seeketh.  Therefore,

al l  is  lost  which is becrun with th is Medicine. There is then a
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th ing which div ideth his Essence from his Body, and is to

0r THe SEcners Iru REeurus

Farther,  of  d ivers Arcanats which are in the above ment ioned

Regulus,  I  have wonders to te l l  you; he which hath not thorough-

1y searched i t  wi l l  not  bel ieve me; for  God lets not such things

be conmon, and come forth publ ickly,  especial ly in these base

t imes, in the which Honor and Shame, Vir tue and Vice,  Lying and

Truth are equal ly pr ized, Now we seek not the Truth,  but  Vain-

Glory;  and therefore doth God j -nfatuate our sences, and we hate

and envy one anotherr  drrd destroy our weal th,  and we ourselves

are the cause thereof.  Farther,  I  warn your Lhat I  have discov-

ered much, and from my wri t j -ng you may understand more than I

say,  but aI I  th ings shal l  not  be wr i t ten by reason of  Praters

and Sophisters,  which f lat ter  themselves that they have been

of the Counci l  of  JOVE. I  wi l l  a lso by th is show forth my mind

to you and I  wish you wel l  f rom my heart ,  that  you may try in

these things as much as mysel f ,  and f  hope that t ime wi l l  g ive

that which I cannot, and in t ime know what I mean. Now that I

may keep my promise, you shal l  know that th is Regulus hath de-

ceived the best Phi losophers and Chymists of  greatest  account

and reading amongst us.  For i ts such a rare mineral  that  there

is scarce the l ike in the wor ld,  and can make even the most

Learned and understanding men Fools .  What is given me from i t ,

what f have seen from my good Companions mark. In my l i t t1e

Book concerning the Myster ies of  Ant imonlr  which no man under-

standeth,  even to th is hour,  have I  said that  Metal  might be

made out of  i t .  So much belongeth to th is point ,  f  d id not then
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cumlcer or t rouble mysel f  wi th i t ,  but  only explained mysel f

and manifested the Medicine which are in i t  and qo under i ts

name. Now know that out of  th is Requlus al l  Metals mav be made

such as Lead, Tin,  Copper,  f ron,  Si lver and Sol ,  and so made

that to the appearance and in hammering, melt ing,  cast ing

proof of  the Test,  and in the dr iv ing by Ant imony, they are

as good as Lhe natural  Metals.  Lead which is made thereof,  is

in al l  proofs,  good Lead, only i t  is  a l i t t le harder than the

Natural- ;  but  the Lead which is made of  Ant imony crude, not

washed, hath not that  hardness; the Tin is exceeeding f ine and

before coagulat ion,  on the Touchstone, for  certain as the

.{ \f inest  ) )  ;  the Nature of  Tin easi ly taketh i t  to i ts sel- f

and is easi ly made Tin.

With the Copper i t  is  thus al-so i  for  so soon as the Odour of

Venus is vegetant,  i t  penetrateth the Regulus,  and giveth i t

the Nature of  Copper;  th is operat ion is done very easi ly and

quickly.  You can make an ounce of  Regulus into Copper in the

t ime you can eat a sof t  egg.

Iron and Ant imony are easi ly changed one into another,  there-

fore is Ant imony present ly d ,and out of  C7 t= Ant imony

easi ly made, and *rol  I  & O may easi ly be reduced
+1?

into O ,  1 let  d easiest  of  a l l - .  These four Meta}s r  mysel f

have out of  Regulus;  the other two, v iz,  O & D have I

seen my fr iend make, The D is br ight  and may be cast,  ham-

mered and beaten as other natural  D ,  and may be dr iven of f

in h ,  and goeth not away from the Test.  I  thought a long

t ime that i t  was nothing else but the best D ;  but  my Com-
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panj-on said,  that  in weight,  i t  was heavier than other )
r  therefore,  being jealous what i t ,  was, did endeavour to

dissolve i t  in Aquafort  made of  Vi t r io l  and Nitre,  but  i t

would not touch i t .  Then r  was much troubled in my thoughts

and raid i t  in an Aqua Regia,  and i t  d issolved total ly.  Then

I thought that  in the reduct ion i t  would be Sol ,  but  I  found

a white powder very l ike to Tin which is calcined j-n agua

Fort is.  when r  reduced this powder,  there was thereout a grass

of a Mi lk ie colourr  so found r  what r  had for good D i

nevertheLess, r  was not content wi th these proofs,  hoping for

better th ings;  and therefore I  took four ounces of  th is D

and amalgamated it  with cc |(rI IrITlon 
V , and set i t  in a gentle

heat four weeks. r t  was in the superf ic ies black and indi f f -

erent hard;  r  took i t  out  and beat i t  to pieces with a ham-

mer and then did grind jt  to powder, and afte:rarard by oft rub-

bing, r  made i t  into an Amargam again as i t  was before,  then

drew I the 
P 

away in a retort and found my D again.
A,

t|;= ) j amalgamated again not wirh conrmon q , but wirh

O of ( )  ,  of  the which I  have spoken before.:Fv

This amalgam did r  setr  ds before,  three days and nights and

found that the Amalgam, the longer i t  stood, the moister i t

was. rn eight days i t  was as melted t  ,  and so i t  stood in

the f i re a month. .Af terwards r  took i t  out  and dist i lLed i t  by

Retort ,  and the MERCURY of ANTIMONY, and the D came ar l  f rom

the Retort  and, were a MERcuRy. so know that the D made of

Regulus was nothing else than Mercury coagulated, and not con-

stant in a metal l ine form, but goeth away again and wi l ]  be

Mercury which thing might welr  make a chymist  a fool .  Now come

r to O ,  and to te l l -  you what happened to me 1s a wonder.
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When I had showed to my good companion, who thought nothing

else than he had got a great pr ize,  he woul-d not beJ- ieve i t

but  took i t  into his own hands, and at  length found the truth.

He began to quest ion his O ,  and he spake, al though I  have

oftent imes tr ied i t ,  yet  wi l l  not  I  t rust  mysel f ,  but  take this

hal f  ounce of  Gold and try i t  as you please. Mr.  Hans, the

Gold.smith sai th i t  is  t rue Go1d, So took I  the O and brought

i t  to the Goldsmith,  and asked him i f  i t  were Go1d. He said i t

o
o

was and he could work i t  for

and Hammer,  i t  was very good

,  for  to the Sight,  Touchstone

. Nevertheless,  took I  the O

and did put to i t  2 7 of  O to granulate i t  and div id.e i t  in

Aqua Fort .  The D dissolved i tsel f  and the e fe l l -  to the

bottom; th is proof was true; th is So1 powder I  mixed with a
+

crude O ,  and cast i t  through Regulus;  let  i t  f low in a
.l'

crucible and cast Nj- t re upon i t  and drew the O from the So1,

and drew i t  of f  wi th 6 This t r ia l  I  found afso t rue. This
+

So1, dr iven of t ,  d id I  cast  again through with O and + i

then took I the Regulus and let them go away before the Goldsmiths

Bel lows, for  I  had none. This t r ia l  was good also ( the Sol  stood),

on which every Chymist  may just ly rejoice.  Nevertheless,  seeing

the Luna deceived me, therefore could I  not  t rust  the Sol ,  but

causeth i t  to be beaten very th in,  and amalgamated i t  wi th my

^x -RI  of  ( - )  ,  and did set  i t  four weeks in a gent le warmth
tr

and took not ice that  the Amalgam \47as not hard,  but sof t ,  which

was gr ievous to me. Nevertheless,  I  d id let  i t  s tand four weeks

and found my Amalgam much moister after then when I put i t  in.

Then did I  put  i t  into a Crucible over a smal l  f i re,  that  the

Crucible did not fu l1y glow, and my U f lew away incredibly
+

from the O that I  d id not mark i t  but  thought that

was coagulated into O ,  but  when r  weighed my O

^,  - . :  c
bWI I

my

urJ

+

20



f  found no more than hal- f  an ounce and 2 quint i le ins (2 drams)

and thought certainly that  the two Quint i le j -ns were pure GoId.

These two Quint i le ins I  proved further wi th p of in the

same manner as the f i rst  t ime. Then at  length I  evaporated the

Mercury f rom i t ,  and found my two Quint i le ins again,  Then was

I merry and hoped that my companion wouLd communicate his Pre-

parat ion to me and had Golden Mountains in my head and I

brought a good Message to my Companion. But he himsel f  was not

merry,  but  spake evi l  of  i t .  WelI ,  said he, I  had great labor

and pains wi th th is O ,  and more than I  do say: what cannot

be, that  cannot I  desire.  But let  i t  be a f ine sophist icat ion

that which hath been made, for  the Gol-d-seeking Alchymists

which run hither and thither, today devouring one tomorrow an-

other.  The Gold which remaineth over and above thee is not come

from Lhe Regulus,  but is a composi t ion of  the natura1 O ;  for

I  could not coagulate the Regulus into O i f  there be not good

Gold wi th i t .  This So1 hath remained in the test ,  but  the other

not.  I  know not how to br ing i t  fur ther and now understand the

cause wel- I ,  that  that  cannot be that I  hoped. This fe l - l  into the

mind of my companion and I feared the manual operations and I

^*
thought of  my Metals.  He spake that the + of  O which co-

agulateth the Mercury is not unj- ted to i t  in radice,  therefore

i t  remaineth not wi th i t .  And i f  thou searchest thoroughly,  thy

Regulus wi l l  not be again t ,  1 I
and remain so,  but

wi l l  be Mercury again which nei ther you nor any other can co-

agulate to a good metal  as some imagine, when they have the

por@DI" ,  that  the Art  wi l l  not  fa i l  then; but

is a Lunat ick Melanchol- ick Phantasie,  f  ro.n the which they

are not exper ienced in A1chymy, but only book- learned, and

i t

!1^ 
-rLI IA L

have
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gone on hear-sdY, can make arguements and conclude by themselves

but when they come to the f i re they see their  FoIIy.  TeI l  me

when a dead thing is made l iv ing? When is his bound of  Nature,

in Death or in Li fe? What hath i t  been before death or l i fe?

Shal1 any come to th is f ix t  immutabl-e pr inciple? What seekest

thou then in metals v iv i f ied? But these things speak I  not  to

thee, nor of  thee, but of  the Alchymists for  whom pray God that

he del- iver them from such unreasonable men.

Of th is sort  d iscoursed we much together and seeing then I  was

intangled, as to hold the pr inted Books of  Alchymy for Gospels,

but being led wi th f  know not what Spir i t ,  I  doubted more than I

bel ieved. Therefore f  a lways did th ink of  the cause wherefore

Alchymy was written by the f irst Philosophers, and did very

often treat wi th th is my good fr iend and Companion, wel- l  ski l led

in the Fire, concerni-ns o,rr $ I 4 q Ct O n),

in al l  which I  found that t rue which the chymists put together

for the ALchymical Art, and am in good hope that he wil l  put

f rom him this phantasie and think af ter  the Phi losophical  I4et-

als,  Now so much as belongeth to you, Noble Patron and fr iend,

there is as yet  one thing to be handled pertaining to th is oper-

at ion,  which I  nei ther can nor wi l l  wi thold f rom you the Cirym-

ists such as RASIS, PETER BONUS, FERRAR, TREVISAN and the other

of  the Dialogue, and many others who have wel l  examined the im-

perfect  metals,  and had good exper ience. They at  length remain

in th is opinion, that  i t  is  impossible to make Sol  by the Art

but out of  Argent Vive. .  Seeing that they see that Sol  is  nothing

efse than Argent \ / ive coagulated with i ts ptop.t  $ and f ixed, now+
have they also weLl  understood by their  operat ion,  that  Mercury

cannot be f ixed into perfect  So1, unless SoI be di ,s-sol-ved and
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h rnrrah |  ' i  n {-au!vuvrrL +rr ' -  Mercury;  th is opinion have they taken from the

ground that they see that Nature could not f ix  that  ARGENT VI VE

of t t  ? 
wi th the external  A which c leaveth unto them;

f

much less shal l  Art  do i t ;  whereupon, they that t t rought to take

an ARGENT VIVE which hath been perfect ly f ixed before and to mix

this ARGENT VIVE with common mercury or other Metals,  that  both

may be one Individuum; but seeing this mixture cannot be done

with common SoI, they have taken the Sol in Mars and have thought

to mix i t  so with the common Mercury ttrat they should never be

separated, but that  the Sol-  should alwayes remain wi th the Mercury,

and the Mercury wi th So1. That is,  where the SoI is coagulated

again and also the l lercury is coagulated and f ixed: in th is prac-

t ice everyone hath had his way or working, according to his under-

standing, and have spent long t ime herein;  but  th is much is certain

ra *^ !1-^! 'hey alwayes did,  ere they obtained the end of  theiruV l t lg,  LIrAU L

speculat ion.  Theref  ore,  sai th the worthy tRITHEl" l l  US, that  Alchymy

is a perpetual  Virgin and wri teth of  i t  thus:  Chymia is beloved by

many and yet,  She is chaste.  She hath many domest ick servants

which keep their  mistress wi th watchful  Eyes and of t  take upon

themselves her name that they may preserve her from the embrace-

ments of  so many importunate Lovers,  and always unpol luted: Vani ty,

f raud, deceipt ,  sophist icat ion,  covetousness, fa lseness, boldness,

Iy ing,  fool ishness, poverty,  desperat ion,  proscr ipt ion,  cheat ing

are the Lacqueys of  Chymistry:  who feigning themselves to be the

Mistress,  that  they may keep her unravished, do freely prost i tute

themselves to r ich,  covetous, wor ld ly and proud Lovers.  Thus much.

He that wi l l  not  bel ieve the true man, may search and try accord-

ing to his Phantasie,  as I  and others have suff ic ient ly done. What

f  have told you here,  cometh f rom exper ience that i t  is  so.  Who
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hath a desire to spend his money and t ime thereon, he sha1l  f ind

i t  so.

Thus have I f inished what I prom:

and also what the Ancients have r

A11 which have I  t ru ly declaredi  on which you may conclude whether

this Mj-neral  is  known to me or not.  They which boast that  they can

xmake the I  of  Metals wi thout ARGENT VIVE, they give us to under-
.t.

stand that they are not Philosophers, and that they know not what

Corrupt ion,  Regenerat ion and the Mult ip l icat ion of  th ings is,  and

i f  they did r ight ly behold their  work,  they would see that they

are deceived. Let Boasters be Boasters;  bel ieve in these things

nothing but what your eyes see, and consider alwayes the possi-

bi l i ty  of  Naturer so shal l  you come easi ly out of  th is Labyr inth.

Last ly,  f  desire that  you would not be of fended that I  have hel-d

you so long with th is Treat ise;  the condi t ion at  present which I

suf fer ,  permits l i t t le rest  to wr i te of  th is Operat ion,  therefore

have I  cast  i t  on the paper so miserably;  when I  have more

leisure,  I  wi l l  f in ish other wr i t ings,  whichr ds yet ,  for  want of

nnnar{-rrni  *- ' r  T CannOt.

The Alchymists ever last ing God dominate the Lovers of  Truth wi th

His Spir i t  and br ing them out of  the Bonds of  th ick darkness and

unprof i table ta lk of  supposed Learned men. AMEN,

FINIS
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H0l l  T0 IVI  AKE THE SALT OF ANTI|V|ONY

Powder good HUNGARIAN Ant imony, smaI l  as meal,  and calc ine i t

over a gent le cole-f i re as men usual ly do. Always st i r r ing i t  wi th

an l ron t i l I  a l l  be whi t ish and i t  smoke no more, but endureth an

indi f ferent strong Fire.  Then put i t  into a crucible and melt  i t

into a t ransparent ye] Iow Glass;  beat th is G1ass smal l ,  put  i t

into a retort  Glass,  and pour on i t  strong dist i lLed Wine Vinegar.

Let i t  sLand in gent le warmth, and the vinegar wi l l  extract  the
T

t incture of  O ,  and wi l l  be coloured very high, which Tincture,
.L

or extract  of  O may be further prepared and be used for an ex-

cel lent  medicine.

(V. BAS. VAL. TRIUM. MAG.)

Now when the Tincture is al l  extracted, and coloureth no more

the vinegdr,  then dry the powder at  the bottom whorly,  which

wi l l  be bIack.  Gr ind i t  wi th so much yer low 
4 ,  put  i t  into a

melt ing pot,  wer l  luted, and prace in an indi f ferent Fire t i r r
,,\

the + be wholIy burnt  away. Then gr ind the matter remaining

very smal l  and pour on i t  new dist i l led v inegar and draw the

Salt  thereby, and af tenvards through rei terated dist i l lat ions,

draw of f  the eagerness of  the v inegar f rom i t ,  and clar i f ie the

sal t  wi th the spir i t  of  wine, t i I I  i t  be br ight ,  c lear and white.
+

I f  thou hath wrought r ight ly,  thou shal t  have the Sal t  of  O

whol ly f ix t  and act j -ve,  a l though there is another way to make

-Fthe SaIt  of  O , which is wr i t ten elsewhere.

DOSE: 4 gr.  and

(nruo MAY EASTLy

is  equal

I '4ADE SOL)

i t

l'tr

to the Sal t  of  O and cureth diseases.
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THE USE OF THE SALT OF ANTIIVlONY

This SALT of  ANTIMONY is of  a wonderful  operat ion;  for  i t  per-

forms al-most al l  that  the Sal t  of  Gold doth,  g iven in l ike quan-

t i ty;  i t  c leanseth the whol-e body of  man, pur i f ieth the Bloud,

expels al- l  Evi ls,  consumes al l -  obnoxious Humours,  whence al l -  open

sores have their  beginning and recourse to;  i t  cures the French

disease, taken four gr.  at  the most wi th a dram of the dist i l led

water of  LIGNUM VITAE, sweat ing upon i t ,  and this used dai ly

unt i l  amendment.

The water of  L ignum Vitae is thus made: First ,  Gr ind i t  smalI ,

then moisten i t  wi th good Spir i t  of  Wine in a Vessel l  cfose stopt.

Let i t  stand certain days in a gent le heat;  th is done, pour a

good quant i ty of  FUMITORY water or Scabious water,  upon i t .

Digest then, 14 days in a Bath,  then dist i t l  i t ;  Preserve the

Liquor apart ,  and the Oyl  apart ,  in Glasses close stopt.  Use the

water wi th the SALT of  ANTiMONY. I t  is  l ikewise used with good

success in other diseases whereof we treated in another place;

but an understanding Physic ian knows very wel l  what v i r tues are

in GUAIACUM, and what benef i t  i t  doth in the cure of  d iseases.

There are other ways to dist i l  a Water and Oyl  of  the said iaTood,

which is needless to be ment ioned here.

The SALT of  ANTIMONY checks the Leprosie and other deep-rooted
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Diseases; i t  is  good against  the Gout,  and weakness of  the jo ints,

pur i f ies and makes good broud, corroborates the Heart  and the

Barsam of Man's Body drunk with a spoonful  of  AQUA VITAE; i t  re-

storeth lost  strength,  opens al l  internal  rmposthumes, c leanses

al l  externar corroding sores,  being strewed into them, or dury

appl ied wi th good Plaisters or Ointments,  Being dissolved in good

dist i l led wine Vinegar,  i t  doth in a short  t ime br ing greaE ease

to evi l  and incurable Sores to al l  Admirat ion.  Being drunk with

waters of  woRMWooD or carduus Benedictus,  i t  cures al l  Agues of

long standi-ng, which are deeply rooted, and admit  no curer €sp-

ecial ly the Quartane. Being drunk with Mint  or  wormwood-water,

i t  causeth a good digest ion;  drunk with waters of  spEEDwEL, Red

CORN-ROSE-water causeth a qood memorv.

This Sal t  is  used in ALCHYMY or Transmutat ion of  Metals into

Gold.  I f  you add to i t  the fatness that dr ips out of  the wheel-s

of  the Char iot  of  the Sun, when as the Alchymists phaeton under_

took to dr ive i t ,  as the poets descr ibe i t  in their  Archymical

Fict ion.  For the excel lent  Fict ions of  the poets which they

produce and wri te concerning the celest iar  Gods, are nothing

else but Covers to conceal  the Secret  Arts and Myster ies of  A1-

chymy. As of  APOLLO when he slew the Serpent pyTHONi as also the

adul tery of  MARS and VENUS, and i t  shal l  be proved as r  am of

the opinion, that  Chymical  operat ions are revealed in poet ical

Fict ions,  when they wr i te of  the Loves and Venereal  Act ions of  the

Gods and Goddesses; as also when they i t roduce var ious and won-

derful  Metamorphoses and Transmutat ions;  for  i f  we should under-

stand their  Fables 1i teral ly,  we should prejudice wise Ant iqui ty,

to th ink that  such understanding and wise persons should bel ieve

and wri te such and so many wicked things of  the Gods.

FINIS


