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"IeR"
THE GLORY OF LIGHT

B.M. Sloane 2219

translated by: L.F.P.

The Truth seems bur ied because i t  br ings for th t i t t le Frui t ,

but it is great and prevaileth to make all things manifest, so far

as is possible to al l -  men; for  in common sense and reason al l  agree

in Myster ies never so that none may speak of  Science without Know-

ledge, which breaks the Gates of  Brass,  and cuts asunder the Bars

of I ron,  before the Eyes of  Understanding, that  the Treasures of

Darkness may be opened, and the br ight  and f iery Sword discovered,

which turns every way to keep transgressors out of  Paradise;  for
i f  we consider wherein ye Celest ia1 and Terrestr ia l  Bodies agree,

we shal l -  f ind something object ive in the Infer iour Bodies,  whereby
they communicate their  Celest ia l  Vir tues and Inf luence, which pre-

cident Art  doth imitate,  to produce a Glor ious Substance of  commixed
forms and of  c learest  Vir tues and Beauty beyond expression.

The Mathematicians say the Celestial Influences do hold and
govern every natural Body, and by many Unities collect a quantity

subsist ing wi thout Shadow; for  the real  Vir tues ef fect  to be spec-

i f icate,  and so l iv ing Fire gives l i fe to other th ings, which

Central  Substance of  Celest ia l  Vir tue or Form of Metals,  is  the

Subject  of  th is short  Discourse.

That Urim and Thummim were given in the Mount cannot be proved;

That they are potential from the Creation may appear, for they
were Substances whose Name and Essence did predicate each other

being convert ib le terms, the Name and Essence, One. The Words
signi fy l ight  and perfect ion,  Knowledge and Hol iness,  a lso Mani-
festat ion and Truth,  even as Science and Essence make one perfect-

ion. It is l ikely they were before the I,aw given, for the Almighty
conmanded Noah to make a Clear l, ight in the Ark, which some take
for a Window; others for the arching and bowing of the upper deck
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a cubi t .  But s i th the Text,  "DaV and Night shal- I  not  more cease",

(Genz Bz22) i t  seems i t  d id not then cease. And whether there

were one or many Windows is uncertain:  But when the Windows of

Heaven were opened and the Air  darkened by pour ing out Rain,  the

Sun not giv ing his Light,  but  prohibi ted the Generat ive Spir i t  of

the Creatures in the Ark,  what exter ior  Clearness could be expected.

Therefore some of the Rabbins sBV, the Hebrew word ZOHAR, which

the Chaldee translate NEHER is not found in the Scr ipture but in

thic nTrna <6 tha-c l ike the Word, i t  seemeth to be a Rare Light,
} /* l*v 

v t

and that which is general ly doubted to be, the Creator commanded

Noah to make by Art .  Other Hebrew doctors s&V, i t  was a precious

Stone hanging in the middest of  the Ark,  which gave Light to al l

L iv ing Creatures therein:  This the greatest  Carbuncle could not do,

n^F el  ar  nz.a^ ' i .ous StOne that iS Only natural ;BUt the UniVerSal

Spir i t  f ixed in a t ransparent Body shines l ike the Sun in glory

and gives suff ic ient  L ight to al l  the room to read by:  Therefore

i t  is  nost probable th is was the Light that  God commanded Noah

to make to give Light to al l  l iv ing Creatures,  for  i t  is  of  perpet-

uaI durance: And whereas Tubal-Cain is said to be a perfect  Master
nr arrar-z 

^a* i f ice in Brass and Iron which some hold to contai-nvvvtJ n!  vr

the whole and perfect  Decoct ion of  the Metal l ical  Vir tue,  wherein

the Central  Vir tue is most abundant,  and makes the happy more

admi-red who wark in the midst  of  the stones of  Fire:  For where

there are two things of  one Nature,  the chief  is  to be understood,
therefore the ment ion of  Fires,  Pure Fire is prefemed. The Scar let
vei l -  in the Temple seemed ever moving, amd signi f ied pure Fire,
generat ive and moving, which f ixed in c lear bodies is Ur im and
Thummim.

A " l  +1, .  
^1r 

dL La daJ- urruu6rr  -ssseI ' ICes are not wi thout great di f f icul ty made manifest
by themselves, Xet the c lear Vis ion thereof makes the possibi l - i ty

unquest ionable.  As at  El isha his Prayer,  h is servant saw the
]Iorses and Chariots of  Fire about hJ-s Master,  which before he saw
not,  so are these apparent when the rnvis ib le is made vis ib le.
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Some think that  Ur im and Thummim were not Art i f ic ia l ,  because
*horr  ara qairr  in the Text to be put into the Breastplate but not
+^'r^^ *^r^ 'oxod.2Bz30).  But th is point  may be cleared by observ-u rJ lJg l l ld.Lls \  !

incr tho <a\raFal_ k inds of  making aS betwixt  those things made with

Hands, and those things which are only made vis ib le by Effect ,  for

where Nature and habi tual  Vir tue do meet together the perfect ion

is more absolute by a new generat i -on,  as the pure Sulphur of  Metal-

by an inward Power doth pur i fy i tsel f  by Ebul i t ion,  not  by the

f i rst  and remote Causes, but by the second and nearer,  whereof
tho phira<nnhsl  sai th,  , 'The Secret  of  a l l_ Secrets iS such a dis-

posi t ion which cannot be perfected with Hands, for  i t  is  a Trans-

mutat ion of  Natural  Things from one thing to another".  Also i t

is  said,  "The Art ist  taketh impure Spir i ts,  and by Subl imat ion,

Nature and Art  c leanses them into Bodies,  Pure and Fixed: so that

the Bodi ly nature doth Eternal ly predominate,  and being more than
perfect ,  doth give perfect ion to other th ings.

Now that these perfect ions have their  beginnings from two Lights,

both the Text and the Ancient Phi losopher make plain:  But ignorance

and the Matter of  the Elements are the I ron Gates which must be
cut in pieces before the Invis ib l -e be made Vis ib le.  For the Natural
Urim and Thummim, the Philosophers aff irm what they have seen and
done, and that they did nothirg,  save that they know before:  so
that n nor fonf ,  Knowledge is especial ly requis i te to make a perfect* r - r  t -v

Art.  Therefore we are now to consider the means to at ta in th is
End. The Lord gave Bezabel  Wisdom, Understanding and^ Knowled.ge,
these are the Means; for  GoId is dissolved by lc l isdom; in Contr i t ion,
Assat ion,  and Fire.  The End is d. i - rected to invent works in Go1d,
Si lver,  and Brass,  which is not to be understood according to the
sound of  the words, but according to the intent of  a l l  Dist i l lat ion,
to extract  the Inward part ,  and mani- fest  the Central-  Vir tue:  for
where the perfect ion of  the Matter is glor ious,  the perfect ion
of the Form must be more glor ious.  The sun and Moon are as the
Parents of  a l l -  Infer iour Bodies,  and those things which come nearest
in v i r tue and remperature are more excel lent .  The suns mot i -on



and Vir tue doth v iv i fy al l  Infer ior  Bodies,  and the pure form of

the Terrestr ia l  Sun is said to be al l  Fire,  and therewith doth the

Cel-est ia l  Sun communicate most Vir tue:  Therefore the incorupted

qual i ty of  pure Sulphur being digested in external  Heat,  hath also

regal  Power over al l  Infer iour Bodies,  For the Sun doth infuse

his Inf luence into al l  th ings but especial ly into GoId;and these

Natural-  Bodies do never shew forth their  Vir tues unt i l  they be

made Spir i tual .  One of  the Rabbins sai th,  "They made in the Second

Temp1e Urim and Thummim, to the end they might make up al l  the

oi crhf  C)z.nqmon*d i ' l  * lanrrch thorr  d i  d nnt on^tr i  t  O h-rr  *hCm - ?-reeattseu46t lu V! l !4r l lvrrUDt d. I lJ l I \JL5II  t r I lEJ \ - l ILL I t \JtJ 9I I ( . lUIrv UJ UMll I t  UevquDv

the Holy Ghost was not there.  And every Pr iest  that  spake not
hrr  tho l {n1rr  r : fugsf ,  and on whom the Divine Majesty resteth not,er!v rrv+J v

therr  cn/- t l r i l^e -^+'r^r '  1^;h "  So i t  iS wi th SaCramental  Bread whiChvr leJ vr l l l4r !  v rrV u UJ lLal t l  .

hath no signi f icance before Consecrat ion:  But these men had the

Spir i t  of  Bezal ie l ,  and made the Natural-  Spir i tual  Bodies,  which

Sover ign Tincture some say so pur i f ieth and causeth the Radical

Humour so to abound, that  the Chi ldren of  the fourth Generat ion

(yea, some say the 10th) shal1 perceive the ef fect  of  such present

Health of  their  Ancestors.

The two Staves which uphold mans Li fe is nat ive Heat,  and Rad-

ical  Moisture,  which requlreth al l  care to observe equal  proport-

ion and mi-xture;  l ike a T,amp, where nei ther the Flame nor the 0i1

must surpass, lest  the 0i1 exhaust or the Flame suffocate,  for  there
i< 4 n^aqi 'h i '1 i ty and aptness in Nature to at ta in Eterni ty,  seeing

natural  desires are never al together f rustrate.  And this aptness

extended i tsel f  to immortal i ty as i - t  was before the Fal l  and shal l

be af ter  the Resurrect ion but there is one form of Nature appointed

after the Fal I ,  and another by Corrupt ion of  Parents,  for  there

are perfect  terminat ive and pr ivat ive ends. The Hart  and Eagte
renew their  Youth so that i t  is  possible for  a Man to obtain that

which is not denied to unreasonable '  creatures.

Phi losophers say that i f  you have once f in ished this Work and
should l ive one thousand years ye might give what you wil l  arrd
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when you wiI l ,  wi thout danger of  d imini t ion,  as a Man that hath

F' i re mav give to his Neio 'hbour wi thout hurt  to himsel f .  Marcus
b.,"v4bl ! !

Varro sai th,  "There was much more Mystery in the Flammine Ceremon-

ies than one understood: Vesta s igni f ied pure Earth and Fire Inter-

nal ,  of  whom i t  is  said,  Vesta is Earth and Fire.  Earth under-

eoeth the name and so doth f ix t .Vesta is both."

"Thus is shown forth in a Work by Fire,

The Mighty Vesta and her pure at t i re.  "

Phi losophy is nothing else but ihe study of  Wisdom considered

in a Created Nature,  as wel l -  subject  to Sense as invis ib le,  and

consequent ly Mater ia l .  And Wi-sdoms Central  Body is the Shadow

of Wisdoms Central  Essence, and the Moral  i -nterpretat ion can never

exclude the real-  Ef fects f rom ocular demonstrat ion,  but where

Reason hath Exper ience, Fai th hath not Meri t ,  and without Fai th

there is no knowledge of  any excel lent  th ing,  for  the end of  Fai th

is Understanding.

The Rabbins hol-d every natural  beginni-ng to be ei ther Matter,

or the Cause of  Matter,  v lz.  the four Elementsl  Others ate of

opinion the Creator f i rst  made One Pure Matter of  which He made

the Four Elements.  But here beginnings must be welL understood,

for there are beginnings of  Preparat ion,  a:r td beginnings of  Com-
posi t ion and Operat i -on:  for  the Art ist  was commanded to devise

works in Go1d. That is,  f rom the Object  to the possibi l i ty .

For i f  the Matter be Glor i -ous,  the Form must be more GLorious

and though the Spir i tual  Nature be more operat ive,  yet  the Bodi ly

Nature must predomi-nate Eternal ly.

So that to make the Corporeal  Spir i tual ,  a-nd the Spir i tual  Cor-
poreal  is  the whole scope of  th is intent ion.  Yet the spir i tual

is not the f i rst ,  but  the Naturalr ' for  Corrupt ion must put on
rncorrupt ion and Mortal i ty,  rmmortar i ty.  For that  which is of
greatest  durat ion and most Abundant in Vir tue,  doth most excel l



in Glory and Beauty,  and so f i t test  to make Urim and Thummim.

For Power and Honour are in th is Sanctury.  But because the greatest

th ings are not done by strength or habi t  of  f inger ing as also

because the Intel lect  doth so far excel l  the Sense this is a Work

of second Intent ion,  and the beginning upon the Vir tue of  Elements.

That is a pure,  br ight ,  and clear Water of  Putrefact ion,  for  the
nonfanf inn nf  everV Art ,  (proper ly So cal led) requires a New Bir th,
} /vr  r

as that which is sowed is not quickened except i t  d ie.  But here

Death is taken for Mutat ion,  not for  rot t ing under the Clods. Now

therefore we must take the Key of  Art  and consider that  the secret

of  everything is the Li fe thereof;  t i fe is a Vapour,  and in Vapour

is placed the trVonder of  Art .  Whosoever hath Heat agi tat ing and

movlng in i tsei f  by the internal  Transmutat ion,  is  said to T, ive.

This T, i fe the Art ist  seeks to destroy and restore an Eternal

T, i fe wi th Glory arrd Beauty.  This Vapour is cal led the Vegetable

Spir i t  because i t  is  of  degree of  heat wi th the hottest  vegetable,

and bei-ng decocted unt i l  i t  shine l ike br ightest  Steel ,  ye shal1

see great and marvel lous Secrets,  not  by Separat ion of  Elements

by themselves, but by predominat ion and victory of  that  Pure Fire

which l ike the Celest ia l  Sun, enters not mater ia l ly ,  but  by help

of elemental  Fire sends forth his Inf luence and Impressi-on of  Form.

Here we must observe di f ference of  perfect ions,  for  a l though ye

have now the For-.rntain of l , i fe , and Centre of the Heart, the Universal

Spir i ts which l ives in the Radical  Humidi ty and doth natural ly

vi-v i f icate,  and is the Mascul ine Seed of  ye Celest ia l  So1. Here

is that  ru le made good, except you sow Gold in Gold ye d.o nothing.

Therefore we must take heed what we understand by Go1d, whereof

there are three Sorts,  Vulgar,  Chemical ,  and Divine, which is

therefore so cal led because i t  is  a Spir i tual  Gi f t  of  God.

The Theosophists are persuaded, bV exact Diet ,  and by certain
forms of  Prayers at  certain Times to obtain the Angel  of  the Sun
to be their  Guide and Director;  The Phi losophers advise to take the

l ike Matter above Earth that  Nature hath und.er earth.  Others sav
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that  the most precious Treasure r iseth f rom a Vi le th ing,  a l l  which

are easi ly agreed i f  r ight ly understood, for  in the l ines fo l lowing

the same Author sai th,  "The Vi le th ing is f rom the Sperm of Gold

cast in the t / latr ix of  Mercury by a pr ime Conjunct ion".  Others

aff i rm Azoth and Ignis to be suff ic ient  for  th is high perfect ion,

the which Azoth arnong the Germans is Si lver,  wi th the Macedonians

fron, wi th the Greeks Mercury,  wi th the Hebrews Tin,  wi th the

Tartars Brass,  wi th the Arabians Saturn,  and with the Indians i t

is  taken for Gold.  Al l -  which being adverse in Nature,  are potent-

ia1 in one Composi t ion,  and by the D-ral-  of  Spir i ts the Celest i -a1

Gold obtaineth Vietory over al l  the rest ,  and is made ( though not

with hands) a Body, Shining l ike the Sun in Glory,  which is cal led

Ens omnis privationis expers or Thummim. This is the King that

made the pure,  cIear,  br ight  Fountain,  and of  i t  was made himsel f .

The fair  Woman, so Loving the Red Man she became One with hi-m,
and yieldeth him al l  Glory,  who by His Regal  Power and Sovereign
qual i ty reigneth over the Fourfold Nature,  Eternaf ly.  But i f  any
shal l  understand ei ther Common or ChemicaL Gold to be the Subject
of  th is Sacred Body, he is much mistaken; for  a Glor ious Spir i t
wil l not appear save in a Body of his own kind. Although pure
(Manchet)  be made of  the f inest  Meal,  yet  lVheat is not excluded,
and so Bread i -s most proper ly said to be of  the second and nearer
Causes, rather than of  the Remote, notwithstanding that which is
made with hands,

After we fell- from Unity we groan under the burden of Division;
but Three makes up the Union, f irst temporary, and after Eternally
f ixed. He that knows a th ing ful Iy must rmow what i t  was, is,
and shal l  be.  So to know ye several  parts of  a successive Course
is not a smal l  th ing,  nei ther the honour l i t t le.

rn the r ight  use of  the creature:  Air  turned. into water,  by his
proper mixture becomes Wood, and th.e salne Wood by Water is turned
into Stone. As a Spr ing in I ta ly cal led Cl i tummus makes Oxen White
that dr ink of  i t .  And a water in Boet ia makes sheep Black that
drink of it. And the river in Hungary turns rron into co,pper.
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What excel lency th ings may at ta in by habi tual  Vir tue,  or  what
D^,r '^ ts r^ 'hon \Tature and Art  make one Perfect ion,  who is able toMVV! t  YVttv l r  I t

c]an7.o q <
vJrP5 vvv.

What reverend Mart in Johnnes Rupicisa af f i rmeth,  "The exal- ted
Arr inr-oacah^a upon the breaking of  the Glass sendeth for th suchsaq4l I

f reo'ranr Snonf,s,  that  i t  doth not only del ight  those that enter

in io the house, but even Birds that  f Iy by wi l l  s i t  on the wind.ow

si I I  so ravi-shed with del ight ,  that  you may take them with your

hand. "  And i f  you desire by Art  to have a th ing of  admirable sweet-

ness and odour,  you wi l l  take a subject  of  l ike quar i ty to exart

into such excel lency.  (Beza made ye perfume).

The proper qual i ty of  Fire and Air  is  Sweetness, i t  is  but  approxi-
mate in Earth and Water,  what Bodies shal l  we f ind where these are

most abundant to be wrought upon.

As the Celest ia l  Bodies work qual i t ies in other th ings, Vet have

none in themselves. So the Metal l ical  Bod. ies give no Tincture:
yet  are most abundant in Tincture.  Air  is  Cause of  L i fe,  Mercury
is a cocted Air ,  Aethereal  and truly Homogeneal,  which doth af ter
a sort  congeal  and f i re;  I t  is  cal led a Crude Gold. ,  and Gold a f ix1
and Mature Mercury, and although the crude quali ty be cold and
dry,  yet  the rnternal  and EthereaL spir i t  is  held hot and d"y,  and
some hord for  the excel lency of  h is Temperature that  i t  is  a l l
F i re or l ike to i t ,  whereby i t  is  d issolvecl ,  howsoever,  i t  is  at
1q." 'oa nnnrraA that these Bodies are most abund.ant in pure Fire and
Air ,  whose proper qual i ty is sweetness. Therefore these a: l^e the
f i t test  Subjects to make the most preci-ous Purfume in the World,
and consi-der ing c learness and br ightness is the Centre of  each
thing. And these Bodies have both centre and superf ic ies,  c lear
and br ight  when they are pur i f ied by Art ,  and the Bodi-es made
Spir i tual-  and those Spir i ts corporate again,  they must necessar i ly
be Bodies of  greatest  or  c learest  l ight  and perfect ion.  As one
compareth a Gl-or i f ied Body to a cLear lantern wi th a Taper in i t ,
saylng, "The more a man excel leth in Vir tue the greater or lesser



was the Taper".  But the work cannot be manifested without the

destruct ion of  the exter ior  Form, and rest i tut ion of  a better,

whioh ' is  the glor ious Substances of  Ur im and Thummim, which in theirvvrt4vlr  !u

Being and Physical  Use preserves the Temple of  Mans Body incorrupt-

ib le.  Some observe not just  d i f ference betwixt  L iquefact ion and

Solut ion but al l  corrosives of  v io l -ent operat ions Nature hates,

because there can be no true Generat ion but of  l ike natures,  because

there can be no true Generat ion but of  l ike natures,  nei ther can

you have the precious Sperms without Father and Mother,  ano al th-

ough One Vessel  is  suf f ic ient  to perfect  the Infant in the Womb,

yet Nature hath provided several  Breasts to nour ish i t  and di f fer-

ent means to exal t  i t ,  to the strength of  a Man.

How Gold should be burnt ,  which the Fire cannot consume, is

quest ionabl-e,  but  every Exal tat ion of  th is Sovereign Spir i t  adds

Tenfold Vir tue and Power,  then take one part  of  th is Spir i t ,  which

is become as insenseable Dust,  and cast uDon Molten Gold,  i t  turns

al l  into Powder,  which being drunk in White Wine openeth the Under-
<tqnr l  incr innpg25gth Wi_SdOm, and Strengtheneth the MemOry. For,  LrLv.

here is the Vein of  Understanding, the Fountain of  Wisdom, and the

River of  Knowledge. The Truth of  everything is said to be in his
rnannn,rnror l  Nature,  for  nothing shal l  rest  Eternal- ly v is ib le at

the last  Fire but that  which is of  pure Vir tue and Essent ia l  Pur i ty.
Truth and Science i -s not led by chance or Fortune, but the Spir i t

of  God guides by the hand of  Reason. And i t  seems the Prophets
ty ' \h. . r^. . ra nf  *1 ' rogg Stones of  Firer sot t ie ment ioning the Stone of

Darkness, a:rd as i t  were,  Fire turned up, other the Stone of  Sin.

And Ezekiel  the Stone of  Fire at ta ined by Wisdom, which he di f fereth
from the natural  precious Stones as pure Fire f rom common Fire.

Therefore let  modesty let  that  possible,  (  r  )  whereof he und.er-
stands hot the terminat ions and degrees, nei ther refuse the Waters
of shi loah because they go slowly, ' for  they that wade in deep
Waters cannot go fast .

To obtain the Treasures of  Nature,  ye must only fo l low Nature

9.



who gives not l ike t ime to every generat ion.  But as the Mare has

ten months,  the Elephant hath three, or as some say, nine years,

and f i f ty before conjunct ion.  Be pat ient  therefore in a Work of
Nature,  for  thereunto only is promised victory,  and the chief
emors in Art  are hast iness and dulness.

NOTA. 0f  the Substant ia l  qual i t ies,  Sulphur,  SaIt  and Mercury.

A substant ia l  qual i ty ar is ing f rom the f i rst  Mixture of  the Pr in-
c ip les is Threefold:

Which the

Chemics cal l - :

NQTE 1. These f low is l1nsdiptar ' ' r r  f r^nm tho combinat ion of  the f i rst
Pr inciples.

FIRE.

Sal- t ,  Sulphur.

Spir i t - Matter.
Mercury.

For as in the beginning the spir i t  conjoined with the Matter
produced the moving of  the waters i  so Mercury is nothing but Mot-
ion,  the f i rst  f lu id th ing which cannot be f ixed nor contained
within a l imi t ;  and sal t  is  Dry and Hot,  and uncorrupt ib le,  just
as spir i t  and Fire,  i t  is  preserved. by Fire,  i t  is  Dissolved with
water or Mercury, but turns neither to Flame nor smoke, though it
is  a most spir i tual  creature,  and every way incorrupt ib le.

The sulphur, what is it but Matter mixed with Fire? For why
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dothi tdet ight inFlame,butthat i t isofal ikenature'andln

compound.thingsi t is thef i rst th ingcombust ib le,ofapttobe
inflamed.

NoTE2.Butbewarethatyouund.erstand.notourVulgarMineral

Sal t ,Sulphurand.MercUf}r forQuicksi lver, for thesearemixed

Bod. ies:  Sal t  Earth,  Sulphury Earth '  Mercur ia l  Water;  ( that  is '

matter wherein salt, sulphur, and Mercury are predominant ' 
ye-E

with other things ad.joined., for Sa}t that parts apt to be infalmed''

and'SulphurSomesalt ,and.SomeMercury,butthed'ominat ionis

from the chiefest) '

Thesequal i t iescannotbeSeenaStheyareinthemselves,but

byimaginat ion,buttheyareinal l th i .ngs,asChernistsd.emonstrate

to the Eye. who extracts crud.e and watery parts out of every

Wood,stone,etc,andotherfatandoi lyparts 'andthatwhich
remains is Sal t ,  that  is  Ashes, so the thing i tsel f  speaks, that

Sometiquor isMercur ious;(asVulgarWaterarrdPh}egm)other
Sulphury;(asOi landSpir i tofWine),othersSaltarrd ' tar t (as

AquaFort is)alsowef indbyexper ienceinthebenumbj.ngAshesof
theMembers' thatSomeVapoursarecrud.e,otherssharp.Godpro.

d.uced the qualit ies intrinsicaliy that the substance of every bod'y

mieht be formed'  For :

MercurY
r . . . i  . l  i  t r r
IL,T!LT! UJ

oit ion

ruditY

Sulphur

Salt

giveth

urnto

things

oftness
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together '
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And from
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That Mercury giveth f lu id i ty and easy coi t ion of  the }4atter appears
nrr* nf  Arr i  n l rc i ' l r ror^ ruhi  oh l r r r  r .oq<nn nf  tho nr.odnm' in2nrr1r nf  Mor.ntrrrrUL{.  U (JI  t {U!Ul\D!!  v V! t  VVMVl!  WJ !  sqaVt l  V!  Ul lv IJ!  vuvl l l4Ir(4lvJ vr  r r rvr  vu!  J

is  most f lu id;  So that i t  wi l l  not  endure to be stopped or f ixed.

I t  is  a lso most crude, so that i t  can nei ther be kindled nor burned:

But i f  you put Fire to i t ,  i t  f l - ies away into Air .  Now that the

Coagulat ion of  Bodies is f rom Sulphur,  as i - t  were Glue, appears

from thence that there is more 0i1 in d"y,  sol id,  and close Bodies

than in moist  Bodies;  a lso because Ashes (af ter  that  the Sulphur

is consumed with Fire) i f  you pour Water upon them cleave not to-

gether in a 1ump, but wi th 0i1 or Fat they c leave together.  Now
the Chemics extract  0 i1 out of  every Stone, leaving nothing but

Leesr no part  c leavi-ng one to another any longer.
And that Sal t  g ives consistency appears by the Bones of  l , iv ing

Creatures,  out of  which Chemics extract  meer Sal t ,  a lso al l  dense
things leave behind them more Ashes, that  is  Sal t .  God therefore
with great Counci l  tempered these three qual i t ies together in
Bodies.  For j - f  Mercury were away the Matter would not f low to-
gether to the generat ion of  th ings:  I f  Sal t ,  nothing would consist
together or be f ixed. I f  Sulphur,  the consistency would be forced
and yet apt to be dissipated.

T,ast ly '  i f  there were not Sulphur in Wood and some other Matters
we could have no Fire,  but  Solar on the Earth ( for  nothing woul-d
be kindled) and then what great deserts would the Li fe of  Man
endure.

The Maruiage of  the Elementsr or How to set  Nature to work.

I t  is  not  prophet ical  that  a l1 men sha1l  wisely consid.er the
works of God to the end they may tceow how to value them rightly,
and make just  d i f ference between corporeal  and spir i tual  th ings,
and corporate spir i ts.  For al though spir i ts possess not place,
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r rpt  thew fai l  not  to f i l l  every part  by contact  of  their  Vir tue
J "  

v vr lvJ

and in the use al ters both qual i ty and quant i ty.  The Derfect  and

dist inct  knowledge whereof d.oth necessar i ly  manifest  the th ing

sought af ter  by the proper and appropr ia. . te qual i t ies f rom the cause

to the ef fect ,  openeth the internal  Beauty of  a t rue and natural

Essence as plainly as by seeing that you see.

Md also sheweth the terminat ive ,  pr ivat ive,  and perfect  end

of every part icular Art ,  which is the r ichest of  intel lectual

Treasures,  becaUSe Science and Essence are Qne, and where the

several  Works and Successive are apparent,  the t ime need not be

l imited ( f ike the men of  Beihul- ia)  for  only at  E1isha his prayer '

h is Servants Eyes were opened to see invis ib le th ings, which al l

which r ise in Glory shal l  see. I t  was held of  o ld nothing deserves

the Love of  an honest man save the internal  Beauty,  therefore they

hel-d Love or natural  af fect ion to be the f i rst  cause of  l l lot i -on,

l ike as the Heat and Mot ion of  ye Sun and of  the whole Heavens

hath power in al- l  th ings created under Heaven and by their  inf luence

and Radiat ion,  a l l  th ings increase, grow, l ive and are conserved

and by their  recess they mourn, wi ther and fal l -  arrd droop, Vet

they do not necessi tate any Art ,  their  force being most on imper-

fect  th ings,  for  a Body of  equal  temper receives l i t t le al- terat ion

from the Constel lat ions,  because the Earth received vir tue before

the Heavens were adorned with Sun, Moon and Stars.  Thai  is  to be

dist inguished in Reascn which is not dis iant  in place, ano di f ferent

things in beirg,  and in being and trse.

For change of  qual i ty brought confusion, and a better change ,
renovat ion,  the Histor ians af f i rm ihe River Ni lus vapoureth nct ,

by reason of  the long decoct ion under the Sun, yet  is  the Water

most wholesome and medicinable and the neighbour easi ly begins

to encrease i -n weight the L7th.  June (and not before) even then

when the r iver begins to r ise.  which sympathy cf  the distant

Water and Earth by ' the power of  Heaven is not agains-u Nature,  a l though
beyond ordi-nary reach.



Therefore for  a leading cast,  let  us observe the concord of

l Ietal ] ical  Bodies,  which l ike the f i rst  Male and Female have not

several beginnings but are all from a Sulphureous Vapour, which by

help of  inf luence, instrument,  d igest ion and a Mascul ine and Fem-

inine Vir tue,  connect ion proper and appropr iate qual i t ies,  they

obtain their  perfect ion by the power of  God his Ordinance. Yet
rq Arroy. .1r  Tloy. fh rr i  o ' l  r la nn* 1 i  l '^  T ' / In l -n ' l  a^ o\roFrr  T1/ lotel  r r i  a l  doth nntqo vvvtJ la l  uI !  JJS-LLTD J. IUU I IJIU IvIgUd.Ir  DU evelJ lvtvuGf JJ-9ILl-sUIt  I I IJU

l ike Central  Vir tue.  Therefore accordi-ng to that  Creat ing Command,

everything should increase in his proper kind (not divers ) and tirne

makes the number inf in i te.  The Ancients,  reading the great Book

of Nature,  f i -nd no abr i -dgement to assimulate the Mystery of  Nature,

save Man and the Stone, both which are caI led Liv ing Stones, whose

or ig inal  mort i f icat ion pur i ty and di f f icul t  exal tat ion are of  in-

f in i te v i r tue.  They observe al-so a Cetest ia l  and Terrestr ia l  Sun,
which they paral le l  wi th man, because they are only capable of  t rue

temper,  which is certainly possible,  a l though seldom enjoyed; but
to gain th is precious Treasure of  l i r 'e and Wealth,  we must make

suff ic ient  provis ion,  l ike men that deal  wi th great persons, for

Gold is l ,ord of  Stones and noblest  of  Meta1s, and by his proper

Regiment doth mult ip ly himsel f  inf in i te ly,  therefore Geber in his
Book of  Denudat ion sai th,  ' , In Gol-d are ten parts heat,  ten parts
l " r rmidi*rr  *an neftS Sieei tV '^rhiala l - r i^ ' i  o narfaa*inn nakeS al1 ab-r rqrrr4u4 vJ t  uvrr  vq!  uu D49v+ uJ t  vyl t !v l t  u4 4}/49 } . ret  

!vv v4vl l  I

cn' l r r fa TTni*rr  BOdy, SOUl an. l  Qnini*  haipg Etefnal ly Uni ted, beCaUSet  lvuJ t  vv4! 4lu vyr!  + u t  vv4.

Unity is a gener ical  qual i ty of  a l l  that  is  01",  and is an ef fect

of  the Form which doth produce i t .  For of  a l l  k inds of  governments,

ten is the most perfect ,  and for the natural  subsistance no com-

posi t i -on is l ike unto Gol-d,  for  i t  is  of  most perfect  temper and

equal  mixt ion."  The Miracle of  Nature.  A Celest ia l  Star.  A

Terrestr ia l  Sun, the Fountain of  L i fe.  The Center of  the Heart ,

the Secret  Vir tue of  a l l  Celest ia l  and Terrestr ia l  Bodi-es,  the

Mascul ine and Uni-versal  Seed, f i - rst  and most powerful  of  the SuI-

phureous nature,  the great Secret  of  the Almighty.  I t  hath most

Form Ent i ty so most v i r tue and operat ion.  In i t  the Elements are

L+.



Froman*iqor l  i t  is  cal led Su1phur,  and Sul 'chur Firer g€3, i t  isv4svs t

said to be al- l -  Fire,  or  l ike to that  in which i t  is  d issolved,
and '< r . iohi  is  the Center of  Heaven, and Soul  of  the World,  So

Rricrhtness'r  s the Center and Celest ia l  Vir tue,  the form of Gold,

whose admired mixt ion nothing merely natural  can di-ssolve r  ror

anything art i f ic ia l ,  except i t  agree with i t  in iv iat ter  and Form,

and do remain wi th i t  in the recongealat ion.  This v i r tual  inf luence,

enters potent ia l ly  and dwel l -s in the Radical  Humidi ty and no other

thing, whether f rom Heaven or Earth,  the heat,  Vet i t  is  not  v is ib le

before v i r tue be matched, for  there is best concord where i t  is

most abundant.  But whi ther shal l  we mount to match this miracle

of Nature.  The Histor ians teI l  us of  an Eternal  L iquor of  most

strong co-act ion,  ra ined down from Heaven, here is l ike descent,

she is cal led Hyper icon or daughter of  the Sun, a body of  l ike
rrraioh* arr l  r r ipf ,qg wi th Gotd,  fatr ,  c lear,  quick,  only cocted and

brcught f rom the Em:ire of  Humidi ty,  to sui t  the person, which in

her crude nature shows strong af fect ion and turns the noblest  of

the l letais i -nto her own colour.  Therefore the Art ist  stuci ies how

to disponsate these two, and f i rst  denudate the Lady of  her Frosty

Garments,  that  she may have the f i rst  act iv i ty,  and l iqui fy her
fet tered lord,  then are they both in the power of  Art  to better.
Drr= ;+ . i^  

^r^- :.DLru ru rb uu,.yected this heaven-born Hermaphrodi te,  Hermodactylus,
an l { r r r l tama] is of  a nature so obst inate and incorrect ,  she wi l lr !J ur vrrrvr  t

by no means recei-ve the best impression. consid.er,  her names
qicrni f r r  m' iv+ m4f, f ,sr  of  contrary qual i ty,  therefore may be separated.,
and al though her Original  obscure her condi t ion,  because i t  is
unknown, Vet her v i r tues ano qual i t ies are known by the innate
affect ions and subsistence, for  i t  is  an Airy Body, or Air  i tserf
wi th a l / lercur ia l  Spir i t ,  subsist ing of  internal  heat an4 external
cold.  Others say i t  is  composed of  the Spir i ts of  the World cor-
porate in the Womb of the Earth,  and apt to receive the qual i t ies
and propert ies of  a l l  natural  th ings,  as lVax impression, and being
r 'nmnncod nf  c 'r - rJr i lyuDUu ur-  opir i ts the weight is of  greater wond.er.  others sav

a/
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i t  is  a Crude Sperm not suf f ic ient ly decocted (yet  not to be pro-
t  

^r .phaned).  0thers cal l  i t  an Immature GoId which k i l ls  i tsel f ,  and

the Father and Mother,  to br ing for th a pure Infant.  By her they

overcome the Fire,  she is the perfect ion of  the Universal  Medicine.

Vr lhat  conformity,  what s imi l i tude, what ident i ty she holds wi th

her Metal l ical-  Nature,  being the Original  Matter and Substance

thereof,  and may be coagulated to the equal  temper of  GoId,  is  as

easi ly seen as the Whiteness in Snow. Therefore the Ancients magnify

the most Blessed, who created such a Substance and gave i t  such

propert ies as no other th ing in Nature doth possess. Yet we see

i t  is  a Viscous Matter,  whi-ch hath superf luous humidi ty,  and proper

and approximate qual i t ies,  separable and inseparable accidents.

fherefore the separable may be removed, to which end she is included

in a Welt  of  Tears that  the Water ishness may be vapouredr or through

long decoct ion by dr l rness vanquished, then i t  doth,  a.s i t  were,

congeal  and Fire,  and become more apt for  durance and extension,

for whatsoever is contrary to the natural  property,  doth debi l i tate,

and l ike by his l ike is nour ished, but heat is contrary to co1d,

and the natural  property of  scalding heat is to weaken the dry,

the f resh Water adds power and heat,  heat augmented becomes Fire,

and t ime turns strength into Corrupt ion.  This Glut ionous Substance

hath internal  heat,  f rom which is the Li fe and Death of  the Ele-

ments.  Therefore as common Fire br ingeth al l  th ings to his own

nature,  so the external ,  working upon the internal  heat,  i t  doth

necessar i ly  obtain v ictory.  Therefore i f  you can bel ieve that

heat and dr lmess sha1l  overcome cold and moi-sture,  that  l inear

and successive course, hidden to al l  the World is open to you.

Therefore as Nature del ights in concordr so the lovers and Searchers

into Natures Works must be of  constant minds, and Gedion- l ike

resolve to raise the City Meros, refusing to assist  the publ ic

good, and then to the Marr iage for ' th is Pr incess never unvei led

her Virgin beauty except to him that hath ski l l  and power to espouse

her in a bed of  Love which none can do before the dispoi l iat i -on

l_o.



of the exter ior  form, but the obstacles removed, and Nature set

on work,  the Eternal  decree doth necessi tate the ef fect ,  for  being

now warm and bl i the,  and apt for  new generat ion,  and pounded with

her lord grated to dust,  h i -s unnatural  sof tness deceives the sense,

and they passionately condol-e each others exi le,  and in their

embraces fal l  into a swound, unt i l  their  d issolved Bodies show

Corrupt ion,  and the more pure being corrupted are more wi ld.

Then the Art ist  f inding them out of  their  Indian Paradise,  col-Lects

their  Central  Vir tue,  and rais ing them from Death,  leads them to

the thorny path to threefold happiness, and by f iery t r ia l - ,  pur i f -

ieth the quant i ty,  and changeth the qual i ty,  and so br ingeth them
fn nonfon* post,  whereby they have power over the BodieS of  Menev

and Metals,  and are crovmed in token of  their  d igni ty and boundless

terr i tory.  Now concerning the rar i ty of  t rue Knowledge, the honour

and digni ty of  the th ing desired, what Spir i t  is  so ignoble to

think much ei ther of  cost  or  t ime, when that which is sought is of

al l  Terrestr ia l  Treasures most excel lent .

That the Regenerat ion of  Man and the Pur i f icat ion of  Meta1, have

l ike Degrees of  Preparat ion and 0perat ion to their  Highest Perfect ion.

The first Beginnings of Transmutation or Naturation are the
smal lest  measure of  pure Sulphur,  which hath Riches and Honour
in the left hand, and length of Days in her right.

rn natural  Generat ion the Form prepares the Matter,  yet  there
are precedent preparat ions.  The Beginnings of  Transmutat ion must
be dist ingr.r ished. some are beginnings of  preparat ion,  and some
are beginnings of Composition. Beginnings of Preparation in the
Wel l  of  Tears doth qual i fy the cofdness and dul lness of  the crud.e
disposi t ion,  and tame and subdue the fearful  qual i ty of  swif t  f ly ing,
and changeth the colour of this Eternal T-., iquor, turni-ng the inside
outward, and adding heat by the Internal Sulphur of the Homogeneal
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Body, which is by means of  changed Water,  because Water by Water

can only be extracted, yet  is  i t  excfuded in the conclusion: for

though i t  be a necessary preparat ion to the al- terat ion fo l lowing,

yet i t  is  but  that  servi le passive which hath the f i rst  operat ion,

being preserved unhurt  in weight and pur i ty.

Beginnings of  Composi t ion are those inward operat ions arrd changes

that fo l l -ow af ter  the scalding Deluge, which by mixing with the

f ixed Sulphur,  doth dissolve the stubbornness of  h is nature,  and

by help of  the External  heat,  the Internal  Sulphur is exci ted to

operat ion,  and pur i fyeth the Substance, but only to a Pale White-

ness, more hurt fu l  than prof i table to the Body of  Man, what these
a:r lo qho'1 " l  o f tefwaf dS appeaf .

Again,  Sulphur must be dist inguished, White Sulphur and Liv ing

or Reviv ing Sulphur.  White Sulphur is of  l ike operat ion,  and is
perfected by restrainirg,  and heal-eth almost al- l  d iseases, and

t ingeth to White ad inf in i tum. By knowledge hereof,  even meer

natural  Men have bel ieved the Resurrect ion,  became Sober,  Chaste,

Temperate and Pat ient ,  not  doubt ing wi th in ye Center of  complete

White,  rests the Red Stone of  most del ight .  This hath caused Men
just ly to condemn al l  Cementat ions,  Calc inat ions and Citr inat i -ons,
being enl ightened with the glor ious Object ,  which is as c lear as

a Crystal  Looking Glass.  Reviv ing Sulphur is the Secret  of  Secrets,

and the glory of  the whole Wor1d, and only proper to such, whom

the Creator apted by way of  natural  d isposi t ion,  for  they do not

only mort i fy,  but  pur i fy a Pure Body, quickening i t  wi th the same

Essent ia l  Form, and are said to make a Spir i tual ,  because there

i-s no corcupt ion to resist  the Spir i t ,  but  the Bodi ly nature being
whol ly subject ,  is  wi th the Spir i t  Eternal ly f ixed in a t ransparent

Body, shining as the Sun. Theref ,ore the Conclusion must be under-

stood, of  the second, and not of  the f i rst ,  for  though a man have

never so much white Sulphur,  i f  he gave not of  th is Reviv ing Sul-
phur,  he is as far  f rom that precious Spir i t  which hath power over

ar l  Infer iour Bodies as any other,  for  only that  which is of  the

nature of  the Sun, shal l  shine l ike the Sun in Glory.

IO.
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of Heal- th and Riches, w€ show our af fect ions to v i r tue and prudence,
l ike Soloman, asking Wisdom, Riches was given as advantage.

Let us search then for Celest ia l  Vir tue,  which is in the Centre
of al l  th ine's,  so wi l - l  i t  be manifest  the sovereign spir i t  of
Heal th and Riches, for  the Vegetable Sulphur is the f i rst  Mover
in Nature,  and only the Mercur ia l  Nature hath the power of  Metal l ical
l i fe and Death. Crude Mercury is originally a Vapour from clear

Water and Air ,  of  most strong Composi t ion cocted. Or Air  i tsel f
wi th a Mercur ia l  Spir i t ,  by nature f ly ing,  Ethereal ,  Homogeneal,
harr incr tho cnipi f ,s of  heat and cold,  and by Exter ior  and Inter i -or
heat,  doth congeal  and f ix.  Also Gold is a f ixed Fire or natural
Sulphur or mature Mercury, and may be made more volati le than
Mercury' but only by divers Mercuries made of Mercury is Nature
set on work and the Fixed Body loosed, the Vegetable Sulphur created
and the universal  spir i t  f ixed. How the Author i ty of  Ancient
wri ters,  Div ine and Natural-  Reason doth assure us,  that  th is,  and
no-other is the t rue course to manifest  and corporate those Lights
wherein the Creator hath heaped up Vir tue and power.

But i t  is  objected, The Phi losophers do not agree amongst them-
selves.

Answer. rnstruments of divers strings make sweet harmony if
they be wel l  tuned, but their  readers do rather seek to over-rule
them, than by painful  industry to f ind their  Consent.
Object ion.  They af f i rm contrar ies.
Answer.  The Art ists intent ion is to agree contrar ies.
object ion.  They exclude GoLd and Mercury f rom the creat ion of

Answer.

the Stone.

Because their  Crude Matter is f rom the destruct ion
of the exter ior  form.

Object ion.  They say the Vir tue of  .Elements is their  Mater ia ls.
Answer.  Rightt  In respect of  their  beginning upon pure Bodies.
Object ion.  A11 their  secrets spr ing f rom one vi le th ing,  common

to Rich and poor.

Ig.



Answer.  Frecious things corrupted are most v i le,  and Science

is conmon to Rich and Poor,  and have much use of  Calx

or Dust.

Object ion.  No Metal-  is  required to the making of  the Stone.

Answer.  As no part  of  Man to the making of  Man.

Object ion.  One thing, One G1ass, One furnace is suf f ic ient .

Answer.  True, where two things of  one kind be apted and con-
j  o ined.

Object ion.  Out of  One Root proceeds White and Red.

Answer. Even as Male and Female from one Womb.

Object ion.  The Stone is Vegetable,  Animal and Mineral .

Answer. Right!  Joint  and several ,  i t  is  said to be vegetable

because in the Maturat ion,  i t  is  mult ip lyed in Vir tue and qual i ty.

I t  is  said to be Animal because i t  increaseth his own kind. And
i t  is  said to be Mi-neral  because his Original  is  f rom the Metal ,
or  their  Mineral  .  Here we may remember the Bishop of  Utrecht,
who lost  h is Li fe for  d iscover ing his Secret .  Why should we prevent
the highest distr ibut ion,  who hath not made knowledge heredi tory,
but wrapped things in secret ,  that  we might di f ference things in
being, and in being and use. Nature is ever jealous of  her supre-
macy, artd abhoreth to see the sensible before the Intel lectual
t reasures preferred. This shews the beginning a:rd the end of  Art .
lux sata est  justo eum rect is animo lact i t ia.  Mark what ye sow,
for such is your Harvest. Light is sown on pure Earthl Some grain
begins to put for th Ear at  three jo ints,  some at  four,  but  the
Ear never buds unti l the joints be grown. fuld what virtue this
Icrot t ing or f ix ing gives,  consid.er,  for  by med. i tat ion you may see,
by seeing you may know, by lmowing ye del ight ,  by del ight ing ye
adhere, by adher ing ye possess, bv possessi .ng ye enjoy the Truth,
that  is the uncorrupted. Nature made vis ib le,  therefore take heed
how you value.

r t  is  held,  a long str i fe is a greater hurt ,  for  the cr_earer
sight ought to d. i rect  ,  but  we must Leave the worLd to opinion,
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yet because Truth fears nothing but to be hid,  and desires nothing

save not to be condemned before she be understood. Our love to al l

Truth,  shews an awful-  assert ion to the sovereign Truth,  which is

not subject  to ocular demonstrat ion,  because Truth and Rel ig ion

are Universal ,  and the Sense only capable of  part iculars,  ar td an

Art  done without knowledge of  the Cause, is but a fa l lacy.

I t  is  observed the Protestant by the pur i ty of  h is Doctr ine

infers the ver i ty of  the Church; but the popist  woul-d prove the

^rrni f r r  nf  h i  c Tlnninino l t r  f leo rr i  c iL i  1 i+rr  gf  fu ig ChUf Ch, and SOvJ vrrv v4r4 uJ

prefers personal  conf idence before rat ional  demonstrat ion.  The

l ike di f ference is found amongst the Chemists,  the one proves the

ver i ty of  h is Art  f rom the nature of  Invent ion,  showing the Effect

f rom the Cause, bV the nature and property of  the Subject ,  even

unto the thi rd and fourth k ind of  qual i t ies,  for  Science and

Essence are one, as an honest Mans Word is a deed, Vet the End

is concealed, because i t  is  of  inf in i te v j - r tue.  The other would

prove the ver i ty of  h is Art  by Blanchers,  Cementat ions,  ano Citr in-

at ions,  which only seem, but are short  of  perfect ion.  The true

Elixirs are exampled by Urim and Thummim, which are joint and

several-  and convert ib le terms, the names signi fy ing the thing, and

the Thing predicat ing the Name, for  they s igni fy Light and Per-

fect ion and were Corporate and perfect  L ights.

The Rabbins af f i rm in the Second Temple they made Urim and Thummim,

but did not enquire of  God by them, because Nature and Art  i -s not

suff ic ient  unto Gods service,  wi thout His own sacred Ordinance.

Moses had a Command, and did put them in the double fol-d of the

Breast-plate.  Therefore they were Substances, and none but the

King or General  might enquire,  as the Phi losophic precept is,  not

to speak of  God without lcrowledge. They are numbered amongst the

Art i f ic ia l  Things (Gen. 3247. And Bezal ie l  the Son of  Ur i ,  which

signi f ies Light,  was commanded to d.evise works upon SOl,  which is
cal led the Great Secret  of  the Almighty.

The Phi losophers remote Beginnings for their  El ix i rs are the
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qrmo tho ^ho is cal led Donum Dei,  So is the other;  And the Magnal iat  ur lv

Dei.  Their  extract ions of  the Central  Vir tue;  Their  Operat ions
and Pr.ncrr  e csions are al ike,  therefofe necessar i ly  the ef fect  mustr  vb5

be of  l ike inf in i te Vir tue,  and next to the Rat ional  Soul- ,  the

r ichest Treasure.  How pi t i fu l  a presumption is i t  to mount the

Chariot  or  c l imb Hermes Tree without a Gol-den Ladder,  few are

understandingly able to di-scern a t rue good, but i t  is  Textual

advise,  to buy ye Truth (Prov.3rL4) al though the Just ice of  the
nniaa dnih nnf,  a lways pi tch upon a point .  Each thing in th is Art
} / r  !vv sv urr  r rv

iq r^rnnr lor f r r ]  and aS in t fUe Maff iage Vi f tUeS a1'e matChed, SO inf4r ,

the Marr iage of  the Elements the Vis ib le th ings are of  smal l  con-

t inuance, al though from the end of  every intent ion spr ings the

beginning, and pure beginni-ngs are f rom the Vir tue of  the Elements

which are Eternal ly f ixed.
Tf . .^ , ,  

^1^d^r r  JUu wupsfve how Heaven and Earth are disponsate you shal- l -
f ;6^ n^r-r^;--  h id f rom the heat of  the celest ia l  sun, and the form! ! l rg rrv ur! ! r16

of the Terrestr ia l -  So1 is Celest ia l -  Vir tue.  So innate and infused

Vir tue drawn from the Centre are Eternal ly f ixed, most durable,

and of  inf in i te Vir tue,  but th ings of  greatest  i -ncrease are of

longest expectat ion,  and the most pure most suf fer ing.  I f  Know-

ledge have begot af fact ion you shal l  th ink the t ime short ,  because

of the excel lency of  i t ,  for  consolat ion fo l lows pat ience, and

thereunto only is Victory promised. When you see a l inear course
in the paral la l ism of the Regenerat ion of  Man, and the Pur i f i -cat-
ion of  Metal- ,  why doth t ract  of  t ime d.aunt,  when Art  doth that  in
short  t ime which Nature doth in one thousand years.

Tho mqkino of  Ur im and Thummim and the perfect ing of  the El ix i rs
i< nni ' l r r  ^^-^ared to the fourfold creat ion of  Mankind..  Ad.am fromst/  v4J vvrrr} / (

the Earth,  Evah from Adam, Abel  f rom both,  and Jesus chr ist  f rom a
Virgin.  So Man cal led a Liv ing Stoner produceth that  Eternal  Stony
and Fire conquer ing spir i t ,  cal- led the El ix i r ,  f rom their  proper
F'on*h nn]rr  +heir  Adam, f rom him their  Evah, f rom both their  Virgin,t  vrr+J ul
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from her only the sovereign and universal spirit, which doth vivify
artd preserve all loving creatures, and. rai_seth the Artist from
the dust,  to s i t  amongst pr inces.

l ife without sin is wisd.om-manifest in the Flesh.

A Body without shadow is the universal spirit corporate.

FINfS
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LA LUilIIERE DU GHAOS

Translated lron the Frenclt
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LIGHT EXTRACTED FROM CHAOS

PREFAGE

Philosophy took birth with the begiruring of the Wor1d. At all

t imes men have thought,  ref lected and meditated to f ind ways to

live as a communi-ty, but self-preservation is not without interest

and we may well think men forgot about this being so much occupied

by their  surroundings; subject  to so many vic issi tudes, the butt

of  so much that is bad, men seek to enjoy those things which surround

them. Without doubt they have sought means to prevent i l lness
and also the remedies which wi l l  restore them to good heal th and
preserve i t  for  as long as possibl-e. to which end they lend a wi l l ing

hand in order to escape disease. Nei ther have men fai led to reason
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upon the Beings of  the Universe and to meditate deeply to discover

that f ru i t  of  l i fe and that source of  r iches capable of  br inging
man near to immortal i ty;  that  they are not mistaken in th is is
crrnnnn*ar{  ' } r r r  f fug faCt that  in o1]r  davs thefe eXiStS a man namedvrtv aqv u ur l4 u l l l  vu!  q4J € v

i { .  de St"  Germai-n,  one of  the most famous adepts of  the century,

who with th is precious treasure which he possesses has at ta ined

the age of  more than four centur ies,  and is st i l l  a l ive,  f ree f rom

al- l -  those inf i rmit ies usual ly brought on by o1d age, and enjoying

a fortune to his taste.  Secondfy,  i t  was announced in the Journal
Encyclopedique de Boui l lon on l -st .  February 1783, ot1 the subject

of the transmutation of metals that in England by means of the powder

of project ion th is work had been demonstrated. Nei ther calr  we

doubt the fact ,  i t  having been ef fecied in the presence of  magis-
trates and other responsible wi tnesses above suspic ion, who af f i rm
the truth of  th is exper iment.

Pract ical-  demonstrat ion of  a t reasure of  th is nature is not novel ,
but  i t  is  nevertheless usual ly conf ined within a very smal- l  c i rc le
of  people,  who think that  beeause God has not given this lcrowledge
freely to al l  men, He does not wish i t  to be divulged, and there-
fore those who possess the secret  make i t  lanown but to very few
selected fr iends. Hermes Tr ismegistus,  or  the "Thr ice Greatest , ' ,
the f i rst  amongst al l  the Phi losophers known to be dist inguished,
would not communicate th is work except to the eI i te,  af ter  having
nF^atad *ham l-a n^aaaca ?rafh nprr f lAnnA and zl  j  onna#i  

^-  and thOSeuv yvuuerp vv ul I  PI  
qssl lUs alu gIJVI s U4VIt  t  <

passed i t  on to others who were worthy,  and of  s imi l iar  qual i f icat-

i -ons.

How is i t  possible to communicate f rom age to age these admirable

secrets,  and at  the same t i -me to conceal  them from the publ ic eye?

If  i t  were done through an oral  t radi t ion there wou1d be the r isk

that i t  would be lost  for  future use, memory being too feeble a

thing in which to place complete t rust ,  and tradi t ions of  th is

kind become obscured by the passage of  t ime; the fur ther they
get f rom their  source the more impossible i t  becomes to fathom
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the dark chaos in which they are wrapped. There is no other way
but to have recourse to hieroglyphs, s1rmbols,  a l legor ies,  fables

and simi lar  methods which are suscept ib le of  many di f ferent explanat-
ions,  which serve to inspire changes in interpretat ion,  and thus

to instruct  some people whiLst  others remain in complete ignorance.
This is the method chosen by Hermes and af ter  h im al l -  the Hermet ic
nhi ' ln<nnhonc have done the same, causing amusement to the people

by fables,  as says Origen, and these fables together wi th the
names of  the Gods used in the country serve to vei l  their  phi lo-

sophy. I t  i .s  now t ime for th is Vei l  to be rent so that l ight  may
appear f rom chaos, and be shown in al- I  1ts br i l l iance; Hippocrates
must break his s i lence because I  regard i t  l ike a thef t  which man
commits against  society,  to conceal  the discover ies which he has
been abl-e to make which would promote happiness and a general  pre-
servat ion f rom maladies.

I  hope that those who apply themselves to th is science wi l l  apprec-
iate the t roubl-e I  have taken to compi le th is smal l  book in the most
intel l ig ib l -e manner possi-ble,

The whole operat ion of  the grand phi losophical  work has been
made di f f icul t  of  access and wrapped up in al legor ies.  Maybe I
shal- l  not  meri t  the approbat ion of  those great subt le and penetrat-
ing minds whose knowledge embraces al-l things; who know all without
ever having learnt anything; who discuss every subject and arrive
at a conclusion without lcrowing the cause; therefore i t  is  not  to
such people that  one gives lessons because to them proper ly belongs
the name of Sage, even more so than to Democri tus,  p lato,  pytha-

goras and other Greeks who went to Egypt to breathe the Hermetic
air  and draw on the science of  which th is book treats.  Vfhen one
needs l ight  on a subject  which is di f f icul t  to bel ieve for the
sol-e reason that it is rare and extraordinary it is prudent to
remember th is verse from Lucroce:- .

"Al though reasoning carueot di-scover the cause, i t  is  t rue. , '



The f i rst  man to conceive the idea of  f ly ing in the air ,  was

r id icuLed as soon as he ment ioned i t  and treated as a senseless

fool ,  but  th is did not prevent many other people f rom seeking the

means and not being discouraged, al though they were told i t  was

an impossibi l i ty .  Now, in our days, we see with great sat isfact ion

that M. de Montgol f ier  has found success in his enterpr ise,  which

proves that everything which is concei-ved by the spir i t  in man
'i- ;L1 ^ and that i t  al l  depends on f inding the mear.s of arr iv-J-D P\JDDr lJ-Ls t

ing at  our object  and working on true pr inciples.

I f  the incredulous and prejudiced wi l l  take the trouble to fo l low

step by step the route which I  shal- l  mark out,  they wi l l  see, to
thoiv.  c. : "ent 's tonishment,  the t rue banishment of  the spir i t  of

unbel ief  and fear,  whi-ch may have been occasioned by their  exper-

ience with a number of puffers and charcoal burners who do not

succeed in their  exper iments because they work on false theor ies

and do not know the First Matter without which one can do nothing

and should never undertake any enterpr ise because this knowledge

is the fundamental  and general  basis of  the Phi losophical  work.

Fina1ly,  I  beg the reader to be persuaded that I  have no other

interest  in v iew than to demonstrate the Truth to those who aspire

to know i t ,  and I  desire,  wi th al l  my heart ,  that  those who unhappi ly

lose their ,  t ime in working with substances which are foreign and
nrr t  nf  ' r  ' ina wi l l_ receive enl ightenment by reading this book and44rrv t

come to lcrow the true and unique subject  of  the phi losophers;  and

that those who already know i t  but  are ignorant of  the great point

of  the dissolut ion of  the stone, and the coagulat ion of  the water

and the spir i t  of  the body which is the complet ion of  the universal
morr in ' ina '^r i l f  fs  able here to apprehend the secret  operat ions whicht  YYrr.

are descr ibed so accurately.
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LIGHT OUT OF GHAOS
or

THE HERMETIC SCIENCE
ol lh Eraal ltork of Philosophy by

r l ic i  cur Ancionl  Sa0ss producsd
The SoLrce of Riches and of Good HeatUr

TI-KETTOMTURE

Out of  every mater ia l -  th ing there is produced a c inder,  f rom

the cinder there is made a sa1t,  f rom the sal t  there are separated

water and the mercury, out of the mercury there is produced or
prepared an El ix i r  or  a Quintessence. The body is reduced to
cinder so that i t  may be cleansed of  i ts  combust ib le parts;  to

sal t  to separate i t  f rom i ts earthl iness i  to water to pur i fy arrd
putr i fy;  to spir i t  so that  i t  may become Quintessence.

Thus the sal ts are the keys both of  ar t  and of  nature;  unless

they are lceown it is impossible to imitate nature in her operations;
it is necessary to know their sympathy and their antipathy towards

metals as wel l  as amongst themselves; proper ly there is only one

Salt  of  Nature,  but  i t  d iv ides into three sorts to form the pr in-

c ip les of  bodies;  these three are Ni- t re,  Tartar and Vi t r i .o l ,  a l l -

other sal ts being composed of  them.

Subl- imat ion,  precipi tat ion and coct i -on are three methods which

Nature uses in the perfect ion of  her works;  by the f i rst  she takes

off the superfluous humidity which would suffocate the fire and

prevent its action in the earth, which is i.ts Matrix.



By precipi tat ion she returns the humidi ty to the earth of  which

the vegetable k ingdom and the heat have depr ived i t .  Subl imat ion
' i  < nanfnnmad by the elevat ion of  the Vapours into the air  where
thorr  av.a nnnr{snggf l  intO ClOUdS. The SeCOnd method iS done by

the rain,  wi th rain and f ine weather al ternat i rg;  a cont inuous

rain would drown everything, perpetual f ine weather would dry

up everything. Rain fat ls in drops because i f  i t  were precipi tated

in volume al l  would be destroyed; no gardener water his seed from

a ful l  iet '  i , t  is  thus that Nature works and distr ibutes herr ) -  " ,

blessings with weight,  measure and proport ion.

Coct ion is a digest ion of  the crude humour inst i l led in the bosom
nf | lna aan*trr  a maturat ion and a conversion of  th is humour intovsr vr !  t

al iment through the medi-um of her secret  f i re.  These three operat-

ions are so l inked together that  the end of  one is the he.cr i  nv ' r i ' ' r , '
nf * l ro nfLar

v ul lv!  .

Subl imat ion has for i ts object  the conversion of  a heavy thing
ih+^ 

^ 
' l  . i  

-1, .+r r ru\ /  d.  r rSrr-r ,  of le,  and exhalat ion in vapours,  to at tenuate a gross

and impure body, to cast  of f  i ts  faeces, to make the vapours take

up the vi r tues and propert ies of  super ior  th ings, and, in ef fect ,

to rel ieve the earth of  a superf luous humour which would impede

her product ions.

No sooner are these vapours subl j -med, than they are condensed

into rain,  ar td,  spir i tual  and invis ib le though they be, they immed-
ioto ' l ' r r  hannmo a d.ense and aqueous bod.y and fal I  upon the earth

to imbibe i t  wi th that  celest ia l  nectar wi th which they have

become impregnated dur ing their  sojourn in the air .  As soon as

the earth receives them, Nature works to digest and to cook them.

The water contains a ferment,  a v iv i fy ing spir i t  which t r ick les
from the super ior  parts upon the infer ior  by which the super ior
were impregnated during their wandering in the air, and which they

now in turn deposi t  in the bosom of the earth.  This ferment is
the seed of  l - i fe wi thout which men, animals and vegetables would

nei ther l ive nor mult ip ly;  everything in Nature breathes this



th ing and man does not l ive by bread alone but by th is aer ia l

spir i t  which he absorbs ceaselessly.

Only God and His minister Nature,  know how to br ing the mater ia l

a' l  amonf q fho nr ine' i  n l  es of  hndi  e s -  intn nhedi  enee: al ' t  dOeS nOtv4vruvrr  vu t  } / !  
4rrv+yreu vr vvssvu t  { r r  vv v vvs+vrrvv t

know how to at ta in th is wi thout the three which become tangible

as a resul t  of  the resolut ion of  mixed bodies.  Chemists name

these Sulphur,  SaIt  and Mercury;  these are the pr inciples and

elements;  Mercury is formed by a mixture of  water and earth;

Sulphur of  earth and air ;  Sal t  of  a i r  and water condensed together.

The f i re of  Nature is jo ined as a formal pr inciple;  Mercury

is composed of  a fat  v iscous earth and a l impid water;  Sulphur

of  an earth very dry and very subt i le mixed with humidi ty of  the

air ;  Sal t ,  in fact ,  of  gross pont ic water and a raw ai-r  which

is found enclosed therein.

Here is the explanat ion of  subterra-nean physics by Becher,  upon

this subject .

Nature is very s imple in her operat ions,  therefore i t  is  nec-

essary to imitate her i f  we would be successful  in the enterpr ise;

she has but one pr inci-ple,  and also there is but one f ixed spir i t ,

composed of  a very pure i -ncombust ib le f i re which remains as a

radical  humidi ty in al l  mixed bodies;  i t  is  more perfect  in gold

than in any other substance, and only the phi losophers t  mercury

has the property and vir tue to extract  i t  f rom i ts pr ison, to

corrupt i t  and to render i t  f i t  for  generat ion;  quicksi lver is the

pr inciple of  volat i l i ty ,  of  mal- leabi l i ty  and of  mineral i ty;  the

f ixed spir i t  in gold can do nothing about th is;  gold is humected,

reincrudated, and volat i l ized and brought to putrefact ion by the

operat ion of  mercury,  and this is digested, cooked, th ickened,

dr ied and f ixed by the operat i -on of  the phi losophical  gold which

renders i t ,  through these means, into a metal l ic  t incture.

One is the phi losophical  mercury the other is the sulphur;  th is

sulphur is the soul  of  a l l  bodies and the pr inciple in the extract-

ion of  their  t incture,  but  common mercury is depr ived of  i t  and
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gold and si-Lver vulgar have but suf f ic ient  for  themselves. The

mercury appropr iate to the work must,  therefore,  f i rst  be impreg-
nated by an invis ib le sulphur so that i t  wi l l  be more disposed

to receive the v is ib le t incture of  the perfect  bodies and af ter-

wards be able to communicate i t  wi th prof i t .

Many chemists sweat blood and water to extract  a t incture f rom

common gold;  they imagine that by the force of  the tor ture they

give i t ,  they wi l l  d iscover the secret  of  i ts  augmentat ion and

mult ip l icat ion but:

"The hungry plowman is cheated by vain hopes".
because i t  is  impossible that  the solar t incture can be ent i re ly

separated from i ts body i  ar t  does not lcrow how to destroy in th is

metal l ick genus that which Nature has uni- ted so wel l ;  and i f  they
could succeed in extract ing f rom gold a l iquor both coloured and
permanent,  by the force of  f i re or by the corrosion of  strong
waters,  the resul t  would be regarded as a part  of  the body and
not as i ts t incture because that which proper ly const i tutes the

t incture,  cannot be separated from the goId.

R



which is

OF THE PRIMARY SUBSTANCE

the onl 'u sr :hstance tO be used to

THE POWDER OF PROJECTION

The souree of  heal th and r i -ches, twin bases upon which the

happiness of  th is l - i fe is sustained, are the objects of  th is art

which has always been a mystery;  and those who treat of  i t ,  have

at al l  t i -mes spoken of  i t  as a science, the pract ice of  which

has something of  the supernatural  about i t ,  for  i ts  resul ts are

miraculous both in themselves and in their  ef fects.
rn cni*o ^r  a l l  the informat ion which one may give conduci-veuyr vv vf

towards the knowredge of  the pr imary substance, the Great Arch-
i tect  of  the Uni-verse, Creator of  a l l -  Nature,  Whom the phi losophers
propose to imitate,  a lone can i l lumine arrd guide the human soul
in the search for th is inest imable t reasure r  &s wel l  as in the
operat ion of  th is art .

Therefore,  i f  you desire to succeed, seek in His nalne and you

wi l l  f ind a substance which is the daughter of  the sun and of  the
moon, which contains wi th in i tsel f  the four Elements as wel l  as
the three Kingdoms of  Nature through which every-Ehing exists.
This matter has no f ixed or determined shape except that  i t  is
f latr  gre€h, membranous, gelat inous, wi thout root or branches;
- i *  f^^+ . i - r -^In racr,  Ltrs shape and the manner in which i t  is  produced as wel l

as i ts essence, have made men give i t  the narnes of  sperm of the

earth;  Heavenly blossom or Nostoc;  in ef fect  she resembles a

green sperm which is spread over the earth in part ic les or f rag-
monrc nf  r rna^r;a. l  s ize.  She is found in the uncul t ivated nartsqrrvWuq4 u+4va vlLv 4p TVUIIS l l t  Ul tv wlvq+u4vq

of the earth which are s l ight ly moist  and mossy and abound in

long, narrow, stony and sandy pathways, near to the mountains;

r)



. i  n fact .  she iS tO be fOUn. l  ot tonrnrrhora She mUSt be oaf,hered,  vtLv v v vr  
J .  vrrv rrruu v vv 6c urrv!  vu

before sunr ise in the spr ing af ter  the 21st.  of  March unt i l  the
21st.  of  Apr i l ,  and in the autumn af ter the 21st.  of  September

unt i l  the 21st.  of  October.  That which one gathers in the spr ing-

t ime is the female,  and that of  the autumn is the mal-e;  i t  is

desi-rous to gather the greenest.  Understand that you wi l l  put

into work the quant i ty you have gathered in each season. I  must

tel l  you that the essence of  th is substance is held in the air
wi th the celest ia l  body, having both mascul ine and feminine qual i t -

i -es,  of  f i rm and strong vir tue,  f ixed and permanent and that i t
is  earr ied bv the air  into the bosom of the earth which serves
i t  as a matr ix,  thence to corpor i fy i t ;  therefore the sun and the
moon produce i t  f rom their  fecundi ty;  which c i rcumstance has caused
the Hermet ic Phi losophers to give i t  the name of Son of  the Sun
and of  the Moon, th is name belongs to i t  more proper ly than al l
the others,  a:nd i t  has been given to hide i t  and conceal  i t  f rom
fho oaraa nf  *vJvu vr "he vulgar.  I t  is  necessary,  therefore,  before one

is able to understand anything, to know this matter,  the pure

and the impure, the c lean and the foul ,  because nothing in Nature

can give that which i t  does not possesS: and for th is reason things

are not,  and carueot be, di f ferent f rom their  nature or f rom their
pr inciples.

Take therefore,  the part  which is nearest  and which is most
perfect ,  and i t  wi l l  suf f ice;  leave the mixed and take only the

simple,  because i t  is  there where one f inds the quintessence and

by these means you wi l l  make the medi-c ine which some people wi l l

cal- I  quintessence which is the pr inciple which cannot per ish,  is
permanent and always tr iumphant. I t  is a bri l l iant l ight which

truly i l luminates every soul who has come to lmow it;  here is

the knot and the bond of  a l l  the elements,  which contains in

i tsel f  the spir i t  which nour ishes al l  th ings and the means whereby

Nature is st i rued throughout the ent i re universe; th is sprout ing
fountain i -s the commencement and the end nf  a ' l  I  her operat ions.
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I  counsel  you therefore to reject  every other th ing as useless

and to take only th is water which burns,  whi tens, dissolves and

coagulates,  which pur i f ies and fecundates;  do not appfy yoursel f

to anything else but to give your matter the requis i te cooking,

without becoming impat ient  at  the length of  the t ime, otherwise
you wi l l  perform nothing.

Observe that the terms they employ such as;  to dissolve,  to

t inge, to whi ten, to calc i -ne,  to cool ,  to spr inkle,  to d"y,  to

coagulate,  to imbibe, to cook, to f ix ,  to humect,  to dist i l - l ,

all signify the same thing which is to cook the substance r.;nti l-

i t  be perfect ;  take note also that to draw out the soul- ,  the

spir i t  or  the body, s igni fy nothing else but the aforement ioned

calc inat ions which are the operat i -ons of  Venus with the f i re
necessary for  the extract ion f rom the soul-  of  the spir i t .

THE FIRST OPERATION

In order to procure the mercury and the El ix i r  Phi losophical ,
you must reject  a l l  other substances and take that venerable matter
of  the Phi losophers which contains in i tsel f  everything necessary
to arr ive at  the goal  of  your desires and af ter  you have separated
the heterogenous parts in rain water or fountain water,  Vou wi l l
also separate it from any foreign humidity, using double l inen,
and you wi l l  p lace i t  in a glass vessel  which must be round or
oval with a neck as long as the palm of the hand but narrow tike
the neck of  a bott le;  i t  is  necessary that  the glass be of  equal
th ickness in every part ,  wi thout lceots or grain so as to be resist-
ant;  you wi l l  c lose this hermet ical ly and lute i t  wi th the seal
of  seals;  observe that al l  your op.erat ion must be made in the
same vessel ,  so as to imitate Nature in your work which is the
only way to produce everything.

11.



You wi l l  now place your glass in the earth so that your matter
can there ferment and then dissolve,  calc ine,  t inge, whi ten, spr i -nkle,
dv"rr  ar t r t  r  r rh ' i fy ,  in fact ,  cookr so as to give you this powcier of*- .Y

Pnnionr inn u,his[  wi ] - l  make you happy, and reward you for your

pains.

The method for producing this ef fect  is  to make a hol low in a

cel lar  as large as the c i rcumference of  your vessel  and to insert

i t  so that  i t  is  bur ied up to hal f  i ts  be1ly in the earth;  now

erect round about i t  two hemispheres in the form of the bel Iy

made of oak cut through the middle; you wil-L l-eave it  in this

natural- furnace during seven months, which wil l  produce for you

the white powder wi th which you ca:t  t ransmute base metals into

si lver;  and for the red powder you must leave i t  f ive months f lore;

th is makes a year for  the product ion of  the red powder,  wi th which
you can transmute metals into f ine gold.

As there are di f ferent sorts of  earth whi-ch according to their

nature are more or less warm, i t  may be that at  the end of  the

t i -me your matter wi l l  not  have reached i ts degree of  perfect ion,

i-n whi-ch case you wil l  leave it  for a longer period. so that i t

may become sor and the art ist ,  by his industry,  could suppl iment

this lack of  heat,  but  wi th much wise precaut ion.

The Phases through whi-ch the Substance
passes dur ing the t ime of  i ts  fermentat ion.

Tho n.ananaf, ls11 is composed of  four parts;  the f i rst  is  the
solut ion of  the mater ia l  into mercur ia l  water;  the second is the
' r rnonqz'af  i  nn 

^r r rvyq!au{vrr  - f  
the Mercury of  the Phi losophers;  the th i rd is

corrupt ion;  the fourth is the creat ion of  the phi losophical  sulphur.
The f i rst  is  made by the mineral-  seed of  the earth;  the seeond
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volat i l ises and spermat ises the body; the th i rd makes the seperat-
i -on of  the substances and their  rect i f icat ion;  the fourth uni tes
and f ixes,  which is the creat ion of  the stone.

Dll i lnennlran< harre nnmnez.46l  the nrenara. t iOn tO the Cfeat i_On Ofvvrrryq!  vu ul tv 
} / r  

9P4t q

the wor ld,  whi-ch was f i rst  a mass, a chaos, ar:  empty earth wi thout
form and dark, which had nothing in particular but everything

in general ;  so that  by the f i rst  d igest ion the body is dissolved,
the conjunct ion of  the male ar: td female and the mixture of  their
seeds is made; th is is fo l l -owed by putrefact ion and the elements
are resolved into one homogeneous water.  The sun and the moon
are ecl ipsed in the head of  the Dragon, and the whole wor ld at
last  turns and re-enters into i ts ancient chaos and dark abyss.
The f i rst  d igest ion is made as in the stomach, bV a l -ow heat more
annrOnri  ate - fn anrnrrn* i  ^-  than tO genefat iOn.sy.yr vy!  +svv ev vvr!  uyurvl t  ur !41 uv 6errv!  4

In the second digest ion the spir i t  of  God is carr ied upon the

waters,  l ight  begins to appear,  waters are separated from waters;

the moon and the sun re-appear,  the elements come out of  chaos

and const i tute a nev/ wor1d, a new heaven and a new earth;  the
yound crows change their  feathers and become doves; the eagle

and the l ion are re-uni ted in an indissoluble bond.

This regenerat ion is made by the f iery spir i t ,  whi-ch descends

in the form of water to wash the matter f rom i ts or ig inal  s i -n

and to carry the golden seed into i t ;  for  the phi losophers water
is a f i - re;  but  d i - rect  your at tent ion so that the separat ion of  the

waters is made by weights and measures for fear that  those that

are under the heavens do not drown the earth or that in l i f t ing

too great a quant i ty,  the earth is not lef t  too dry and too ar id.

The third di-gest ion furnishes a warm mi lk to the new born earth
and infuses into i t  a l l  those spir i tual  v i r tues of  a quintessence

which binds the soul  and body through the medium of the spir i t .
The earth now hi-des a great t reasure wi th in i ts bosom, and begi-ns

to resemble the moon and af terwards the sun; take note here that



in the Hermet ic phi losophy, the moon si 'gni f ies s i lver,  and the
sun'  gold;  the f i rst  is  named earth of  the moon, and the second
earth of  the sun; they are born to be uni ted in an indissoluble
marr iage, because nei ther of  them fears the greatest  heat of
the f i re.

The fourth digest ion at ta ins al l  the myster ies of  the worrd;
by i t ,  the earth becomes a precious ferment,  which changes al l -
into perfect  bodies,  just  as yeast changes al- l  d.ough into i ts own
nature;  i t  has acquired this property i -n becoming a cerest ia l
quintessence; i ts v i r tue,  whieh emanated from the universal-  spir i t
of  the wor ld,  is  a panacea or a universal  med. ic ine for  a l r  the
mal-adi-es of  creatures which can be healed. This secret  fountain
of the Phi losophers,  in which you make your matter ferment,  wi l l
give you this miracle of  ar t  and nature s imnlv bv a renet i t inn

of the f i rst  work.
The whole phi- losophical  process consists of  the solut ion of

the body and the congelat ion of  the spir i t ,  and ar l -  is  done by
the sane operat ion.  The f ixed and the volat i le are perfectry
mixed, but th is cannot be done i f  the f ixed. is not f i rst  mad.e
volat i le;  f inal ly they are uni- ted and by reduct ion become absolutel-v
f ixed.

By these means, the superf lu i t ies of  the stone are converted.
into a ver i table essence; but he who shoul-d.  separate anything
from our subject ,  knows nothing of  the phi losophy, because al l
that  is  superf luous, unclean, feculent,  in fact ,  the whole sub-
stance of  the composi t ion is perfected by the act ion of  our sec-
r  ot  f i r^o

This informati-on should open the eyes of those who, in rnaking
an exact pur i f icat ion of  the elements and the pr inciples,  are
persuaded the one should take the subt le and reject  the gross;
they do not ]mow that the fire and the sulnhur are hidden in the
center of  the earth and that i t  is  necessary to wash i t  perfect ly
with i ts spir i t  in order to extract  i ts  bal-m, the f ixed. sat- t  which

r  / r
I -Y.



is  the blood of  our stone; here you see the central  mystery of  th is

^naFaf inn 
r^rhigj1 Wi]_l  nOt be qnonmn1ichod rrnf i I  r rnrr  hoye made av}/vr  4 vylrA r tv u vv qvvvl l l^v l rJ l tvq 4t t  uI !  J vu r la

sui table digest ion and a s low dist i l l -at ion.

The operat ive pr inciples which are also cal led the keys of

the work or the regimen, are four in number,  the f i rst  is  the

solut ion or l iquefact ion;  the second, the ablut ion;  the th i rd,

the reduct ion;  and the fourth,  the f ixat ion.  By solut ion the

bodies are reduced to the f i rst  matter and become raw again by

coct ion;  then the marr iage is made between the male and female,

and the crow is born.  The stone is resolved into the four ele-

ments blended together;  heaven and earth uni te to br ing Saturn

into the wor ld.  Ablut ion is made to whi ten the crow and to br ing

Jupi ter  to bir th out of  Saturn;  th is is done by changing the
?rnr l r r  in*^ anjr i f , .  The work of  reduct ion is to return the snir i tuP4!+va 3l !9 vYv!r !  v!  I9q4vu4vl t  rp vv !Evq!t l  u l tg au4t4u

tn i ia l rnr l r '^ f  which i t  was denr ived brr  volat i l izat ion and toYYrrrvr t  4u YYGr uvP!4vv9 wJ

nour ish i t  wi th a spir i tual-  mi lk in the form of dew, unt i l  the

infant Jupi ter  shaI1 have develoved the force of  Hercules.

Dur ing these last  two operat ions,  the dragon, now descended
fnnm lraorran becomes fur ious wi th himsel f .  He devours his ta iLr rvq Y vrr  t

and swal lows i t  l i t t le by l i t t le unt i l  at  last  he is changed into

stone.

Such was the dragon of  which Homer speaks. He is the t rue

image and the ver i table symbol of  these two operat ions.

Whi lst  we were meet ing under a beaut i - fu l  Pine tree, said Ulysses

to the Greeks, and we were there to make the Hecatombs, near to
a fountain which came out of  the t ree, there appeared a prodigious

marvel ;  a horr ib le dragon with stains on his back, sent by Jupi ter
himsel f '  came out f rom the base of  the Al tar  and ran to the Pine
tree. rn the branches of  th is t ree were eight smalr  sparrows

with their  mother who f lew round about them. The dragon siezed
these with fury and al-so the mother who was bemoaning the loss
of her l i t t le ones. After th is,  the sarne God who had sent him,

t \



made him beautiful and bri l l iant

our astonished eyes. I  leave i t

to apply the moraL.

znd r :hen.e"ed him into stone before
to the reader to interpret  and

SIGNS OR DEMONSTRATTVE PR]NCIPLES

The colours which come upon the phi losophical  matter dur ing

the course of  the processes of  the work are b1ack, whi te and red.

They fol- low one another immediately and in that  order.  The beg-

inning of  the black shows that the f i re of  nature beoins to workuf rvYvu vf  lg I  v l tv r4I  v v4 l lg u4! v wv5.

and that the matter is on the way to solut ion.  When this black
colour at ta ins perfect ion the solut ion is complete,  the elements

are blended, the grain rots and becomes ready for generat ion.
That which wi l l  not  b lacken wi-11- not become whlte,  says Artephi-us,
because the blacicness is the beginning of  whi teness and is the
indicat ion of  a l terat ion as wel l  as of  putrefact ion.

The action of f ire upon humidity performs everything in the
work,  BS i t  does in al l  nature in the generat ion of  mixed bodies.

Dur ing this putrefact ion,  the phi losophical  mal-e,  or  the sulphur,
is blended with the female in such a manner that they become one
and the same body, which the phi losophers have named hermaphrodi te;

th is says F1amel,  is  the androgyne of  the ancients,  the head of
the crow; the elements converted in this way reconci-l-e two natures

which can make our embryo in the belly of the glass and bring

to birth a very powerful KinS who wil l be invincible and ineorrupt-

ib le.  Our substance in th is condi t ion is the serpent Python, who

having arisen from the corruption of the mud of the earth, must

now be kil led and vanqui-shed by the arrows of Apo11o through the

golden sun, that  is  to say by our. f i - re equal  to that  of  the Sun.

The second pr inciple colour is the whi te.  Hermes says: Son of

IO.



the Science, know that the vul ture cr ies f rom the top of  the

mourntain;  I  am the white f rom the black because whiteness fol lows
blaclceess. Morien cal ls th is whi teness the white fume. Alphidius
informs us that th is substance or whi te fume, is the root of  the
art  and the argent v ive of  the sages. Phi le lethes assures us
that th is argent v ive is the t rue mercury of  the phi losophers;

th is argent v ive,  says he, extracted from this very subt i le black,
is the phi losophical  t inging mercury wi th i ts red and white sul-
phur natural ly mixed together in their  minera;  the phi losophers
have given it an infinity of names.

Artephius says that th is whi teness comes about because the
soul  of  the body swims upon the surface of  the water,  l ike a whi te
cream and that the spir i ts are uni ted together so strongly that
i t  is  impossible for  them to depart  because they have now lost
their  volat i l i ty .  The great secret  of  the art  is  therefore to
whiten the matter;  so the wise art ist  need occupy himsel f  solely
with the dissolut ion of  the bocly wi th i ts spir i t ,  cut  of f  the
head of  the crow, whi- ten the black and redden the white;  i t  is
th is resplendent whi te colour which contai-ns in i ts veins the
bl-ood of  the pel ican; let  the art ist  abandon al l  those books which
only embarrass the reader and engender fa lse ideas of  the work
whi-ch are useless and expensive.

The process of  the work should not cost  more than the pr ice
of the vessel .

The whiteness is the stone perfect  at  the whi te stage r  i t  is  a
precious body which, when i t  is  fermented wi l l  become white and
fu1I of an exhuberant t incture which has the property of commun-
icat ing i tsel f  to al l  metals;  the volat i le spir i ts having already
been f ixed. The new body resusci tates,  whi- te,  beaut i fu l ,  immortal ,
v ictor ious;  for  th is reason i t  is  calJ-ed resurrect ion;  l ight  of
day; and by all the names which indicate whiteness, f ixity and
incorrupt ib i l i ty .

Flamel has represented this colour in his hieroglyphical  f igures,

1n



by a woman having a whi te border to her dress,  in order to show,
says he, that  Rebis commences to become white in th is same mai l r rer ;

whi tening f i rst  at  the extremet ies al l  round in a whi te c i rc le;
the best nhi lnsonhers sarr  th is s ign is the f i rst  indicat ion of

whi teness.

As the black and the white are the two extremes, and the two

extremes cannot uni te except in some middle colour,  the substance

when passing out of  the bl-ack does not become suddenly whi te;  the
c':".atr nn]nrrr.. i  g forrnd to be the intermediary because that participateSt f -  "J

of both.

The phi losophers have given this the name of Jupi ter  because

i t  fo l lows the black which they cal l  Saturn.  I t  is  th is fact  which

makes drEspagnet say that arr  fo l lows water af ter  i t  has had seven

revolut ions which Flamel names imbibi t ion.  The matter,  adds

drEspagnet,  being f ixed on the bottom of the f1ask, Jupi ter  af ter

having overcome Saturn,  s iezes the realm and holds the government;

at  h is coming the phi losophical  chi ld is formed and nour ished

in the matr ix,  and, at  last ,  being born wi th a beaut i fu l  face,

br i l l iant  and white,  thence becomes a universal  remedy for al- l  the

i l ls  of  the human body.

I ,ast ly the th i rd pr incipal  colour is red, which is the compl-et ion

and the perfect ion of  the stone; we obtain th is redness merely

by conti-nuing to cook the matter. After the f irst work is com-

pleated the substance is cal ted mascul ine sperm; phi losophical

sperm; f i re of  the stone; rolal  crown; son of  the sun; minera of

celest ia l  f i - re.

Most phi losophers commence their  t racts wi th the stone at  the

red stage, so that those who read these books should not pay too

much at tent ion to them, because they are the source of  many errors,

unt i l  one learns how to detect  the matter of  which phi losophers

speak'  the reason for their  operat ions and the proport ions of  the

substances which in the second work,  or  the pract ice of  the El i -x i r ,

are very di f ferent f rom those of  the f i rst .  Al though the second

operat ion is s imply a repet i t ion of  the f i rst ,  i t  is  very necessary



to note that  what they caLl  f i re,  a i r ,  earth and water in the one,

are not the sa:ne as those used in the other;  their  Mercury is

called Mercury whether it is in l iquid form or whether it is dry.

Those, for  example,  who read Alphidius imagine, when he cal ls the

substance of  the work "red minera" i t  is  necessary f i rst  to f ind

a red matter before beginning the work;  sone therefore work on

cinnabar,  others wi th minium, others on orpiment,  others wi th the

rust  of  i - ron,  because they do not know that the red minera is

the perfect  phi losophical  stone.

DrEspagnet descr ibes the method of  making the phi tosophical

sulphur;  choose a red dragon, courageous, who has- lost  none of

his natural  force,  and then seven or nine vi rg in eagles,  fear less,

whose eyes wi l l  not  become dul I  in the rays of  the suh; put them

with the dragon into a c1ear,  t ransparent pr ison, wel l  c losed up,

and underneath place a warm bath,  so that they may be inci ted to
f ight ;  they wi l l  not  delay in coming to gr ipe;  the combat wi lJ-

be long and very arduous, unt i l  the for ty- f i f th or f i f t ieth day

when the eagles begin to devour the dragon; in dying the prison

wi l l  become infected with the corrupt ion of  h is blood and a
\ ra1 at  ?r ' l  qn1r 

-^ i  
snn ^ tha rr i  n l_gngg Of WhiCh OVe1. COmeS the f  eSiStanCet  vrrv

of the eagle.s and the'rr  d ie a]  so:  f rom thc nrr t ref :nt inr l  of  theseerrvJ s+uv t  f  !  vrrr  vf  tv } /4 u!

?rnrr ioc o a 'nr /v wi l -1 be born,  who l i t t le by l i t t le wiLl  ra ise his

head, he wi l l  s t retch out his wings and begin to f1y;  the wind and

the clouds wil l  carry him hither and thither; fat igued by being

thus tormented, he wi l l  look for  a point  to escaper be careful

that  he does not f ind any chinks;  at  last ,  washed and whitened

by a constant rain of  long durat ion and a celest ia l  dew, you wi l l

see hi-m metamorphosed into a swan; the bir th of  the crow indicates

to you the death of  the dragon"

I f  you wish to proceed further to the red, add the element of
f i r  e -  ruh' i  nh l^res I  qnkincr in tho rrrhi to rrr i*hnrr*  tnrrnhinrr f ! { ; ,  vYItJ-UI l ,  Wq- urrv yvr! !svt  vv4vr lvu,  ,v**. . - r rq]  Of femoVJ.ng

the f lask,  but  by for t i fy ing your f i re by degrees; apply i is  act ion
to the matter unt i l  the occul- t  become manifest ,  the indicat ion

l-g.



of which wiLl  be a c i t r ine col-our;  then govern the f i re of  the

fourth degree gradual ly by i ts degrees, unt i l  by the aid of  vulcan

you see blossoms of  red roses, which wi l l  change into amaranth,

the colour of  b l -ood; but do not stop the work unt i l  you see al l

is  reduced to very red and impalpable c inders.  This phi losophical

sulphur is an earth of  extreme tenui ty,  f ier iness and dryness;

it contains the fire of nature in great abundance and for this

reason they have cal led i t  the f i re of  the stone; i t  has the pro-

perty of  opening and penetrat ing the bodies of  metals and of

changing them into i ts own nature;  they cal l  i t ,  in consequence'

Father of  the male seed.

The three colours,  bIack,  whi te and red must necessar i ly  foI low

one another in the order I  have descr ibed; but they are not the

only ones that become vis ib le;  they indicate the essent ia l  changes

which take place in the substance, whereas the other colours,

almost infinite and resembling those in the rainbow, are but

temporary arld of very short duration. They are a kind of vapour

which affects the air more than the earth, which follow one another

and are dissipated to make way for the three principal ones of

which I  have spoken.

Some strange colours which may appear are signs that the regimen

is faul ty and of  a badly conducted work;  the return of  the black

is a certain indicat ion,  because the c: :owrs chickens, says drEspag-

net,  must never return to the nest af ter  they have lef t  i t ;  pre-

mature redness is also a bad sign, and must not appear unti l- the

end as a proof of the maturity of the grain and of the time of
the harvest.

OF THE EIIXIR

Seeond Operat ion

I t  is  not  suf f ic ient  to have produced the phi losophical  sulphur

20.



which I  have now descr ibed; for  the most part ,  people are misled,
and cease the work at  th is stage, bel ieving they have brought
i t  to perfect ion;  ignorance of  the processes of  nature and art
are the causes of  th is error;  in vain they wi l l  t ry to make pro-
ject ion wi th th is sulphur or red stone. The phi losophical  stone
cannot become perfect  unt i l  the end of  the second work,  which is
cal led el ix i r .

Out of  the f i rst  sulphur there is made a second, f rom which,
thov. .oq f f  av.  

^ur!v!v44uv! 
'  

v f l€ can mult ip ly to inf in i tyr  o l ' r .e must therefore
nrtr<try. I /e l rar \ r  CarefUl l_y th iS f i rSt  minera Of f i re,  for  USe when
tsa^1r i  naA
!  eY44! vs.

The el ix i r ,  fo l lowing drEspagnet,  is  compounded of  a t r ip le

matter;  that  is ,  of  a metal l ic  water or mercury phi losophicalry
arr l - ' r inaA ^r the whi te ferment should you wish to make a whi teu4v!4rrrvut  vr

or iv in nn nad ferment for  a red el ix i r ,  and last ly of  the secondv 44r!4r t  vr

sulphur,  a l l -  according to the weights and proport ions prescr ibed
phi losophical ly.  The el ix i r  must possess f ive qual i t ies;  i t  must
1^^ f . , - - iL1De ]usr-ore,  permanent,  penetrat i .g,  t inging and mult ip ly ing;  i t
draws i ts t ineture and f ixat i -on f rom the ferment;  i ts  fusibi l i ty
f rom argent v ive,  which serves as a medium for reuni t ing the t in-
ctures of  the ferment and of  the sulphur,  and i ts mult ip l icat ion
in qual i ty comes from the spir i t  of  the qui-ntessence which i t
possesses natural ly.

lT l r  o *r^rn ha'r r le uvvu y=' fect  metals give a perfect  t incture because they

contain wi th in them the pure sulphur of  nature;  do not expect to
f ind their  ferment elsewhere than in these two bodies;  t inge there-
fore your whi te el i -x i r  wi th the moon, and the red with the sun.

Mercury takes up the t incture at  once and can thereafter t rans-
fer i t ;  be careful  not  to make a mistake in mixing the ferments,
not to take one for the other or you wi l l  lose al l .  The second.
work is done ln the same f lask or i -n one simi lar  to the f i rst ;
in the same furnace and with the same degrees of  heat,  but  i t  is
very much shorter.

Tho nonran{- i611 of  the el ix i r  consists in the marr iage and the} /v!  r  vv u '
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separable and the the humid gives the dry the property of  being

fusible in a s l ight  heat;  you can make this t ryal  by placing a

smal l  amount on a th in plate of  copper or i ron and heat ing i t ,

i f  i t  mel- ts immediately wi thout fuming, Vou have what you desi-re.

The Pract ice of  the El ix i r

Earth or red ferment,  three parts;  water and air  congealed to-

gether,  s ix parts;  mix together and gr ind to make an amalgam or

metal l i -c paste of  the consistence of  but ter,  that  the earth may

be impalpable or insensible to the touch; add one part  and a hal f

of  f i re,  and place al- l -  in a f lask s imi- lar  to the f i rst  one, having

a neck twelve inches long, and seal  i t  up perfect ly;  g ive i t  a

f i re of  the f i rst  degree to digest i t ;  you wi l l  then make the

extract ion of  the elements by the degrees of  heat appronr iate to
each unt i l -  they be reduced into a f ixed earth.  The substance wi l l

become a br i l l iant  stone, t ransparent and red, and wi l l  then be
perfect .  Take any port ion you desire,  p lace i t  in a crucible,
put it on a gentle fire and imbibe it with its red oil drop by

drop unti l i t wil l melt and flow without fuming; do not fear that
your mercury wi l l  evaporate because the earth wi l l  dr ink wi th
pleasure and avidity that humour which is of its own nature.

You now have in your possession your perfect  e l ix i r .  Thank the

Great Archi tect  of  the Universe for the favour conferred upon

Vou, and see that you use i t  to His Glory and do not give th is

secret  to any except those of  h igh pr inci-pIes and str ict  morals.

The white el ix i r  is  made the same as the red, but using only
the white ferment,  and the white oi l .
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The Tincture

The t incture,  in the phi losophical  sense, is the el ix i r  rendered

f ixed, fusible,  penetrat ing and t inging, by the corrupt ion and

other operat ions which f  have descr ibed. This t incture does not

consist  of  an external  colour,  the colour is wi th in the substance

i tsel f  which gives t incture to the metal l ic  form; i t  is  l - ike

saffron in water;  i t  penetrates into paper more easi ly than oi l

wil  1 do: i t  wi l l  mix verv rendi l r r -  I  ike wax wi- th wax or water*" ' '44r!v

with water,  because the union is made between two things of  the

same nature.  I t  is  f rom this property that  i t  has come to be an

admirable palracea for al l  the maladies in the three Kingdoms of

Nature.  I t  searches out the radical  and vi ta l  pr inciple which i t

re l ieves by i ts act i -on of  the heterogenous causes whj-ch inf l ic t
i t  and hold i t  in pr ison, i t  eomes to the aid of  the v i ta l  pr in-

c ip le and jo ins wi th i t  to throw out the enemies; they become

act ive together and achieve a perfect  v ictory.

This quintessence at tacks the impuri t ies in the body, as f i re

evaporates humidi ty f rom wood; i t  preserves the heal th and gives

force to the l i fe pr inciple to resist  any at tack of  i l lness and

to separate the ver i table nutr iment in food from the substance
which is i ts vehic l -e.

Mult ip l icat ion

lVe tmderstand by the phi losophical  mult ip l icat ion,  an augment-

ion in quantity and in quali ty, both the one and the other beyond

alJ-  that  one can imagine. That of  the qual i ty is a mult ip l icat ion

of the t incture through corrupt ion,  vo1at i l lLzat lon and f ixat ion

rei- terated as m2yr1r t imes 2s the art ist  may please; the secOnd



augments only the quant i ty of  the t incture wi thout increasi-ng i ts
vir tue.  The second sulphur is mult ip l ied wi th the same matter
out of  which i t  was made and by putt ing in a smal- l -  p iece of  the

f i rst  according to the weights and measures required.

There are three methods of  making the mult ip l icat ion;  the f i rst

is to take a part  of  the perfect  red el ix i r  and mix i t  wi th nine
parts of  i ts  red water;  p lace the f lask in the bath to make i t

a l l  d issolve in water;  af ter  the solut ion,  cook this water unt i l
i t  coagulates into a substance resembl ing a ruby; incerate th is

to the matter of  the el- ix i r  and by th is f i rst  operat ion the med-
ic ine acquires ten t imes more vir tue than i t  had before,  re i - terate
this same process a second t ime and i t  wi l l  augment to one hundred;
o *hinr l  * ima a thousand, and so on always increasing ten fol -d.v +rrrv t

The second method is to mix the desired quant i ty of  the el ix i r

wi th i ts water,  a lways being careful  of  the proport ions of  one and

the other,  and af ter  having placed i t  in a vessel  c losely sealed,

dissolve i t  in the bath and fol low the regimen of  the second,

successively dist i l l ing the elements by their  proper f i res unt i l

a l l -  becomes stone; then incerate,  as in the other case, and the

vir tue of  the el ix i r  wi l l  augment one hundred-fold the f i rst  t ime,

but th is way is too long, rei terate as in the f i rst  to increase

i ts force more and more.

The third method is the mult ip l icat ion in quant i ty;  project  one

ounce of  the el ix i r  mult ip l ied in qual i ty upon one hundred ounces
nf nrrr i  f  i  ad olI ,u! !4rvq -ornmon mereury;  th is mereury placed upon a smal l  f i re

wiJ- l  be quickly changed into el ix i r .  I f  you throw one ounce of

th is new el ix i r  upon one hundred ounces of  other common mercur l r ;

th is mercury placed upon a smal l -  f i re wi l l  be quickly changed

into el ix i r .  I f  you throw one ounce of  th is new el ix i r  upon one

hundred ounces of  other common mercury pur i f ied,  i t  wi l l -  become

most f ine gold.  *ha mrr ' r r ' in ' r . icat ion of  the whi te et ix i r  is  made inbv+u r  vrrv rrrs!  v4}/r

the saJne manner,  taki-ng the white el ix i r  and i ts water instead

of the red el ix i r ;  the more you rei terate the mult ip l icat ion in

/+



qual i ty,  the greater ef fect  i t  wi l l -  have in project ion,  but not
by the thi rd method of  which I  have spoken, because the force
diminishes at  each project ion upon the common mercury;  one cannot
therefore push this rei terat ion beyond the fourth or f i f th t ime,
because thereby the medicine would become so act ive and so f iery
rha-f  rha nnansf, isn would take place instant ly;  the durat ion shortensv}Jvr I

at each rei terat ion;  consequent ly i ts v i r tue is suf f ic ient ly
great at  the fourth or f i f th t ime to sat isfy the desires of  the
art ist ,  because out of  the f i rst ,  one grain can convert  one hun-
dred grains of  mercury into go1d, at  the fourthr orre hunored
thousand, etc.  One must judge that th is medicine is l ike the

seed of  wheat which mult ip l ies each t ime i t  is  sown.
I t  should be observed that what is cal led red water is the red

powder;  which the f i rst  operat ion has produced; and that the per-

fect  e l ix i r  or  red oul  is  the red powder produced in the second
operat ion;  th is must be understood in the same way for the whi te.

The Weights in the work

Raymond Lul1y advises us that this unique thing is one only

thing taken individually, but two things of the same nature which

make but one. I f  there are two or more things to mix together,

i t  is  needful  to do i t  according to weights,  proport ions and

measure.  I  have already spoken of  those in the chapter on Demon-

strative Signs, under the names of the Eagle and the Dragon and

I have also given the proport ions of  the substances required in

the nul t ip l icat ion.  One should see from these that the proport ions

of the substances are not the same in the f i rst  and second work.



General  Rules

Before putt ing your hand to the work in whatever way i t  may be,
i t  is  very desirable to have so combined al l -  that  there wi l l  be
nothing in the phi losophical  books which you are not able to under-

stand so that you may be successful  in the operat ions which you
propose to undertake. For th is purpose i t  is  necessary to be

sure of  the substance to be used; to see whether i t  has al l  the

qual i t ies and propert i .es at t r ibuted to i t  by the phi losophers;

because they aver they have never named it by the name by which

i t  is  ordinar i ly  known; one shoul-d remember that  th is matter costs
nothing except the t rouble of  gather ing i t ,  and that the medicine
which Phi la lethes, af ter  Geber,  cal- led medicine of  the f i rst  order,
or the f i rst  preparat i -on is made perfect  wi thout much expense
in al l  p laces, at  a l l  t imes, by a1l-  sorts of  people;  but  see there
is a suf f ic ient  quant i ty of  the matter,  &t  least ,  twenty or th i r ty
pounds.

The terms usedi  conversion, desiccat ion,  mort i f icat ion,  inspissat-
ion,  preparat ion,  a l terat ion,  a l l  s igni fy one and the same thing
in the Hermet ic Art .  The subl imat ion,  descension, dist i l lat ion,
caLcinat ion,  putrefact ion,  congelat ion,  f ixat ion,  cerat ion,  are
in themselves di f ferent th ings; but they do const i tute one con-
t inuous operat ion in the process of  the work in the same f lask;
the phi losophers have given al l  these names to the di f ferent
things or changes which they have seen take place in the vessel ;
when they saw the substance exhale a subt le fume, which went to
the top of  the glass,  they named that ascension and subl- imat ion;
seeing the vapour descend to the bottom of the glass,  they cal led
i t  descension and dist i l lat ion.

Mori-en said,  in consequence; al l  our operat i -on consists in drawing
out the water from the earth and returning it unti l the earth
putr i f ies and pur i f ies;  when they percei-ved that th is water mixed
with i ts earth,  coagulated or sol id i f ied,  that  i t  became black



and st inking they then said i t  was the putrefact ion,  the pr in-

c ip le of  generat ion;  th is putrefact ion wi l l  last  unt i l  the matter
becomes white.

The matter being black is reduced to powder and then commences

to become grey;  th is appearance of  c inder has given bir th to the

idea of  calc inat ion,  incerat ion,  etc.  and when i t  became completely

white,  they cal led i t  perfect  cal-c inat i -on;  seeing the matter take

a sol id consistence, that  i t  d id not f low, i t  then answered to
their  congelat ion,  their  indurat i -on;  for  th is reason they have
said that  the whole magistery consists in natural  d issolut ion

and'coagulat ion,  and in cooking by one regimen unt i l  the red
darkens i t .  One should be careful  not  to move the glass or re-
move i t  f rom the central  f i re,  because should the matter become
coLd al- I  wi l l  be lost .

To give a f i re of  the f i rst  degree the be1ly of  the f lask must
be placed in the earth up to one quarter;  for  the second degree
the earth must cover i t ,  hal f  way up the bel Iy,  & etc.

The Vir tues of  the Phi losophical  El ix i r

I t  is ,  accordi . :eg to the sayings of  a l l  the phi losophers,  the

source of  r iches and of  good heal th,  because with i t  one can make
gold and si lver in abundance and effect a cure not only for al l

those maLadies which are curable but al-so,  bv i ts moderate use

they can be prevented. One single grain of  th is medicine or red
el ix i r ,  wi l l  cure paralysis,  dropsy, gout and leprosy,  i f  taken

daily during some few days.

Epi lepsy,  col ic,  rheumatism, inf lammation, f tenzy,  and al l  other
internal  compraints cannot resist  , th is l i fe pr inciple.  r t  is
an assured remedy for al l  af fect ions of  the eyes. A11 aposthumes,
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ulcers,  wounds, cancers,  f is tu l -as,  nol i -me-tangere and al l  d iseases

of the skin wi l l  be cured by dissolv ing one grain in a glass of

wine or water,  and bathing the af fected partsr  i t  wi l l -  d issolve,

l i t t1e by l i t t le,  stone in the bladder;  is  an ant idote for  a l l

poisons by dr inking i t  as above advised.

Raymond Lul1y assures us that i t  is ,  in general ,  a sovereign

r omodrr fnr  " '1 I  the i l ls  which af f l ic t  humanity f rom the feet to

the head; i f  the i l lness has lasted one month i t  w111 cure i t  in

^no darr .  i f  i t  has lasted a year,  i t  wi l l  cure i t  in twelve days**J t

whi le in one month i t  wi l l  e l iminate any disease whatsoever.

Arno1d de Vi l l -a Nova says that i ts ef f icacy is inf in i te ly super-

ior  to any and every remedy of  Hippocrates,  of  Galen, of  Alexander,

of  Avacina and of  a l l  ordinary medicine; that  i t  re jo ices the

heart ,  g ives strength and energy,  conserves youth and makes old

people yound again;  in general ,  that  i t  cures al l  d iseases whether

hot or cold or humid or dry.

Geber, without making an enumeration of the maladies which it

wi l - l  cure,  contents himsel f  by saying that i t  wi l l  overcome al l

those diseases which are regarded as incurable by the medi-caI

facul ty;  that  i t  re juvenates t l re old and preserves heal th dur ing

m2n\r \ re l rs l - rerrnnd the nnr.ma] qn2n -  s i  mn] rr  t r r r  1 'ekins a ni  ece the
J ve! u vvJ vrru urrv rrv!  r r r44 pysrr  I  u+!ry4J

size of  a mustard seed two or three t imes a week, fast ing.

Phi la lethes adds to th is,  that  i t  c l -ears the skin of  a l -1 belm-

ishes and wrinkles & etc.  that  i t  wi l l  help a woman in labour,

the chi ld being dead, s imply by holding the powder to the motherrs

nose, and quotes Hermes as his author i ty;  he asserts that  he

himself has snatched many from the arms of death who had been
given up by their  doctors.  You wi l l -  f ind prescr ipt ions for  i ts

application in all diseases by consulting the works of Ralrmond

1,u11y and Arnold de Vil la Nova.



A Vindicat ion of  the Great Work

The Grand work of  the Sages holds the f i rst  rank amongst beaut-
i fur  th ings;  Nature,  wi- thout the help of  ar t ,  is  unable to perform
it ,  and art  wi thout Nature cannot venture to undertake i t ;  i t
is  a masterpiece which borders on the powers of  the gods; i ts
ef fects are so miraculous, that  the heal th which i t  g ives and
preserves to people,  the perfect ion which i t  g ives to al- l  th ings
i-n Nature,  and the great weal th i t  produces in a manner whol ly
div ine,  are not reckoned to be i ts highest marvel_s.

r f  the Great Archi tect  of  the universe has made i t  the most
perfect agent in al-l Nature one may say without fear that it has
received the same power f rom Heaven in regard to morar i ty;  i f  i t
pur i f i -es the body, i t  c lar i f ies the spir i t ;  i f  i t  deverops com-
pound substances to the highest point  of  perfect i -on,  i t  can el-evate
our intel l igence up to the highest knowledge; i t  is  the savior
of  the great wor ld,  because i t  purges al l  th ings f rom their  or ig-
inal  stai-ns and by i ts v i r tue repairs the d. isorder of  their  temper-
ament.  r t  subsi-sts in a perfect  tenary of  three pure pr inciples,
t ru ly dist inct ,  but  which together make one and the same Nature.
I t  is  normal ly the universal  spir i t  of  the wor ld corpor i f ied in
a v i rg in earth,  being the f i rst  product ion or the f i rst  mixture
of the elements to the f i rst  point  of  their  b i r th.  I t  is  worked-
in i ts f i rst  preparat ion,  i t  pours for th i ts br-ood, i t  d ies,  i t
surrenders i ts spir i t ;  i t  is  entombed. in i ts vessel ,  i t  ascends
to heaven al l  quintessenci f ied and judges the hale and the sick,
destroying the central  impur i ty of  some and exal- t ing the pr inciples
of o thers i  so i t  is  not  wi thout reason that i t  is  cal- led by the
Sages, the Savi-our of  the Great World and the image of  the Savior
of  our souls.  one may just ly say that i t  produces marvels in
Nature introducing into bodies a very great pur l ty and i t  a lso
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d.oes mi-racul-ous things in rnorality i l l-uminati-ng our spirits with

the most powerful  l ights.

I  l -eave the readers the l iberty to supplement these resul ts

in any manner they may judge fit and convenient.

FINIS.

)v.



BacsUqn's Prdogp to ZOROASTERS CAVF (extrcts)

This M.S. is an Extract  f rom Zoroaster 's Cave with my Explanat ion

and a few necessary Remarks.

S. Bacstrom.

It has opened my mind considerably in respect to COUNT BERNHARD

TRETtrISANtS simple and easy process, whi-ch f  never r .mderstood so
as I  do at  present s ince I  wrote th is Extract .  Therefore,  I  would

have you consider th is M.S. as no less valuable than that of

Lamspring. Moreover,  the process is inf in i te ly more simple,  shorter

easier and less expensive than that of LAIISPRING.
With this you must study the PHILOSOPHICAI CANONS & the Letter

of  DIPPET,IUS you have of  me in a late M.S.
I intend to make a conci-se extract from COITNT BERNHARD TREVISAN,

of which you sha1l  have a fa i thful  copy. Al l  these wel l  compared
and studied together,  wi l l  make you a complete Master of  COUNT
BERNHARDTS easy and simple process for obtaining the TREASURE 0F
TREASURES, i .e.  the Tincture.

I  have wri t ten th is not regular ly,  Vet not wi thout necessary

ref lect ion.  I t  wi l l  be necessary that  you copy i t  correct ly,  not
as I  have wri t ten i t ,  but  exact ly as the pages in "Zoroasterrs
Cave",  fo l low regular ly.  I  have not iced with l ines in the l i t t le
pr inted book everything I  copied. Yet,  in the pr inted book, Vou
have but few or none of  my necessary remarks.  Therefore,  you
copy this & then condemn this for  waste paper.

I call- this work superi-our to that of IRENIOUS PHIIALETHA as
inf in i te ly more simple,  more easy, shorter,  & less 1abourous &
of course, less expensive.

There is no animated. Sophii H wanted.. Count Bernhardus mad.e
use of  crud.e,  Vet washed.,  c leansed & dr ied H ,  wh5.ch, d.ur ing the
d. igest ion,  becomes, bV means of  Q'  ,  or  O & O ,  & By THE KEy
OF PUTREFACTION, P Sophi i ,  & is f ixed by means of  the mercur ia l ized

O , or O & D . And this takes place by TIIE BLACK CI,OUD or

1.



vAPoUR, ascending from the E65, which becomes a p i " f  V r  or

k ind of  LAC VIRGINIS, as Count Bernhardus expressly ment ions

THOSE BI,ACK CIOUDS, & their  t ime of  durat ion.  The natural  &

r we must get r id of .  For,

;  kept here and remains in your

Lt  is  so highly necessary in the

work of  d igest ion and putrefact i -on,  ascends in a BI- ,ACK CIOUD or

VAPOUR, and descends as a $ iaf  y ,  and by central ly opening
- f  l r

the EEd, consisting of crudE pure H & O. : o, H & O & C (both
methods are good) THE SoPHII 0R ANII\4ATED g DUPIICATUS IS GENERATED

IN THE GLASS, without a labourious and expensive previous preparat-

ion.  You wi l - l  soon perfect ly comprehend me, and this agrees f inely

with the Phi losophical  Canons & Dippel ius,  and you wi l l  hereafter
see, wi th Count Bernhardus.

And a:nav.'t +hat my studies and labour may finally conduct us
qqfo]rr  fn nnlskrgs to obtain wi th Jason the Golden Fleece Hesper ian

Apples.  f  hope God may provide the means to make another at tempt l

Amen.

I do believe that I know it at present as much as I know my
own narne, and you find that I prove my remarks with good reasons,
nor wi l l  you f ind any contradict i -ons in my reasons or system.

S. Bacstrom.

P. 83. IN RESPECT T0 FERMENTATION, I am not certain that r have
explained those l ines r ight ly.  I f  he means by fermentat ion,  the
mult ip l icat ion i -n v i r tue,  then I  am r ight ,  but  the whole sentence
i-s very confused. Perhaps you may be able to explain it more
clear1y.

The di f f icul- ty is about the words, BODY, DUST +

2.



An Easy Introduct ion to the Phi losophers

MAGICAL GOLD
!f E.T.ASTR0]||AGUS, London, 1662

p. J.2.  Basi l - ius makes ment i -on of  the Ti  ! lncture of  I  i tsel f .

That TR. is a ed by the (h,  of  d A I  resolved per del iquim,

dist i l led ( into V I  
i i  & coagulated) wi th the gluten aqui loe,

or f ixed + as you may see l ikewise in Rupescissa, and in a

l i t t le book of  Gratarolus of  the TR. of  p 
: : . . th"  

Second. Part .

Or el-se the E by the assistance of  an i t5 wi th {  is  resolved
per del iquim and dist i l led.  In th is the U is calc ined and coag-:F
ulated with metals,  the method that Basi l ius himsel f  seems to have
foI lowed in his book of  h is two-fol-d q of  O in the repet i t ion
of the

p. 47.
Great Stone.

Most sure i t  is  that  conmon e gives us an excel lent  Q
potabi le by the S. V. i f  af ter  i ts  due calc inat ion i t  (  e )  be
crystal l ised and dist i l led by i tsel f  into a sweet :5 61 g (v ide
Ubigerus ) .

Which process conformabl-e to that  of  Basi l ius,  we owe to a noble
person a f r iend of  mine, who had i t  f rom him.

rnrraar l  i+ is Paracelsus hi-s CircuLat ion Minus which he cal l -s5.rsvvs t  a v

the matr ix of metals, especial ly the sea Q wherewith the Circul-
atum Majus from +: agrees ( lac Virginis).  The sweet tr" of 6 was
sought by Cro1l ius,  but  he missed i t .

USERIT EXTRAGTS FRI|TI ZI|RIIASTER'S CAUE

p. 57. Dry ! f rom the phi losophers Clouds, look for  i t  and be



sure to have i t ,  for  i t  is  the key to inacessabLe things, and to

those locks which otherwise would keep thee out.

It is a Natura Media between fixed and not f ixed and partakes

of a $.  azur ine (  +sive H Dr") .  (Crude yet pur i r iea 
$ 

must
partake of  U D""( lunae)..L

I t  is  raw (brude) cool ing,  feminine A ,  and expects i ts inpreg-

nat ion f rom a mascul ine Solar $ f rom Q .

p.  58.  The true matter and subject  of  th is Stone has

potent ia,  & argent v ive (  (

-\lJ i= better than common (
can i -ncrease (when reduced

e & Oi"
which Q &

'1  i r r inc- qrtd

I f  th is could not be ef fected, the matter would never be brought

to perfect ion,  as th is art  promises.

This sa:ne invis ib le e o" O which by th is magistery is exal- ted

to so subl ime a degree, cannot communicate i ts perfect ion to im-
perfect  metals wi thout the help of  vulga" O & O.

The Sun and the Moon must be in conjunct ion,  that  they may ab-

sol-ve perfect  generat ion.  Arnoldus Vi11a Novanus in Flos f lorum.

No al terat ion f rom one to another can be made without putrefact-

ion,  which is the only way to generat ion,  nor carr  any putrefact ion

be obtained without some 
A 

or Argent Vive,  which is the special

Di lator or Conductor of  the vegetat ing Facul i ty,  cal Ied by the

Phi losophers VIRIDITAS NATURAE ( v i r id i tas,  i .  e.  immature,  green).
p.  59.  Our Stone is the conjunct ion of  Q a )  unt i l  Q has

drawn the essence of O & converted- it into his ovrn nature and

colour.  I - ,uLl i i  Codic i l lum. And this is d.one by the inward A or

;he phi losophers,  lcnow that they

O *O argent vive , which are

dai ly seen and l -ooked at ,  f rom which our argent v ive is extracted
( i .  e.  f rom Q & O resolved into H ) .
p.  60.  I t  is  apparent what the argent v ive is which Geber points
at  in his Summa, to be taken, namely,  the el-ean substance of  f ixed

IJgconcealedinQaD.
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Crude & the
!J

P 
of bodies (of  Q & D )  by an int imate & inseparable union,

as there is in Simple !  mixed with V
p. 64. Argent Vive is cal led wind, aer ia l -  U ,  strongest v ineSZT,

t inp. inE Venom ran \ I i rc i r i  q hrrz.nino n l l ln ino wnr5g than COmmOnu!r15!rrb v v l lv l l l  ,  LJd-W V J- l -  511f ID t  |JUtf  lMfS A t  UUrl I4r16 vvVl ,

A.
tn;-^"1^+"h minus and Circulatum majus are both fa i thful ly\  v! r  uu-La. uur l r

descr ibed by Urbigerus ) .
p.  64.  When our Terra l imosa (  fJ ia l  17 I  is  wh' i tensd, we cal l
i+wL^-;+; f , \YAsrYlr -u rrrarrr{  r .  e.  ) .  when i t  is  made red, i t  is  cal led Temein-

chiam, i .  e.  e .  (See Pernety Dict ionary).
n Ao nr / l /6\
1,.  v( .  , , r  V & ) thou mayest make the perfect  medium without

separat ion of  the elements,  wi thout labour,  wi thout fear and with-

out danger.
Tharr nood o long t ime, but they are Safe.  ISaacuS Hol l_andus

l ib.  2 de opere Mineral i .

Hol landus says: The Ancients laboured in the EE5-t ion of  Q a
,<\
)  ,  which is indeed the lpnct  nor fant  r r rnz. l r  and tha aaTe is but

small-.
X!l
I  a lone perfects the work.  In I  we f ind al l  that  we need.

To i t  we add nothing foreigt . .  O & )  are not forei-gn to each

other because in the beginning of  the work,  they are reduced into
their  f i rst  nature,  that  is  U .  Theref^na rr^n H they took,  

Y 
v-v lvt  4rv!r  

Y

their  beeinnine.

The di f ference between the O r*  & the O"" Tincture is th is:
the So1ar contains Solar A

?

Albertus Magnus.

The Lunar contains D + says

ref

o
+
bo

) t

and

Lul l ius in Codic i l - le,  "The
1r^1r rrrnnlr  nn* in af fVth jng hf f tJ v4 Yvv! r \  l tv  u ! r r  4tJ vr14t5 9w

f i rst  matter,  i .  e.  into our

of O Vulgar & O vulgar,
i  nn n f  l {  . r r , ' l  ,r -on or ? vutgar.  0f  those
physical  stone is generated

nl U.

nFA T nnrrnco' l  at^1r hrt  fn ' i  a ldg thatv! v t  4 vv4lruv!  J v4 urJ !4 lv l

^<\& ) ,  reducing them into their
P.AaY.

th dissoLved, proceeds a preparat-

wi thout any other species,  the

no other can it  be made by natural



N. B. The Stone is One, yet  th is One is not ONE IN NUTIBER but

one in k ind.

p.  69.  Azoth is that  which is extracted'hrr  A1'1F H r*cm the bodiesvJ vs!  
Y

(  O&O) dissotved..
El ixir  is nothing else but one body resolved. into a H ;  ̂ 1 \- t

YraJ_ v ,

after which resolut ion Azoth is extracted out of  i - t ,  i .  e.  a

spontaneous animated essence.

(Note.  Mind the di f ference between the Azoth of  Geber and of

the Ancients,  and the Azoth of  the Moderns).
rn . .na th ' ihg as to species,  but  in two indiv idual  th ings,  i trar vrrv ur!+rr t

consists and is perfected, f i rst  the whi te,  then the red. Last ly '

by increasing the A .  (Here,  two things are ment ioned, i .  €.
\J
q & (J , but in many other places of this book three things 

'
r r iq H 

^\&O 
).YLu. y ,  e,

REGIMEN al-l clearly pointed out.

p.  69,  In the f i rst  Regimen, place the crude (  
H )  and pure

( O & ) I Elements upon an easy fi.re that they may be mixed

and uni ted.  Govern them so that they may be dr ied and become

BIACK from which blaclcress a hidden Whiteness is drawn, and af ter-

wards a Redness by bare Decoct i -on.

When i t  has beeome the perfect  Whi. te,  i t  is  in an impalpable

dust.
Tha c.or le:^at ion of  metals and the Stone of  Phi losophers is to

jo in the r ight  pr inciples;  the Man with the Woman; act i -ve wi th
'  A 

i th 
H ,  that  generat ion may proceed from corrupt ion.Passl .ve'  +\  w.

0 v ive is the recipient of  the form, and O is the Lapis Phi lo-+
sophorum. (  So says Irenaeous Phi latetha p.  1.  )
p.  ?0.  The whole work consists i "  O ,  D & H .
Richard Anglus says it is necessary that the Stone (ttre 

H )
before i t  be made El ix i r  be extracted from the nature of  two bodies
(e&o)



/\
the A ought to be very sof t  unt i l  the-n--  ( the 

H )  is  separated
from the body, ascending in BT-.,ACK CLOUDS above the body. By a
crude---rr-  (  5 )  a digested-cr--  (  U )  is  extracted. f rom the.Y

dissotved body (  Q or D I  1or Q'*  )  ) .  N. B. our H :^-  YI-
extracted from the calc ined (dissolved) metals by putrefact ion,
unt i l  the composi t ion puts of f  one nature and puts on another,
and by such operat ions i -s made the E of  t l re Phi losnnt lsps.  N. B.

ai ;: 1;; p or e o" D ,-;; "'".J.'j-""? ;;;;;;:' ", H u"n-
-LJ.r /c l  uLrD,f  r

(This is certainl-y Count Bernhardts Trevisanrs way & the Phi lo-
sophical  Canons )  .

P.  7! .  Nature begins al l  her operat ions f rom separat ion.
Mort i f icat ion is the f i rst  step to separat ion and the only way to
that end.

As long as bodies remain in their  oId state,  Separat ion wi thout
putrefact ion or mort i f icat ion cannot reach them.

AMAIGAMATTON

X X I  t ion,  which is the f i rst  work,  is  made with one part  of

e & 4 parts of  
P ;  & th is beginning of  the work,  th;  phi lo-

sophers have cal-led by many names: ouR vENUs, our Q & etc.
rn the f i rst  decoct ion,  when you are blacking (N. B. )  there

wi l - l  r ise f rom the f  a certain Q i"r  humidi ty,  l ike a c loud
and wil-l stick in the upper part and sid.es of the empty part of
the grass,  which you must l -et  a l -one untouched. ( th is descends
andbecomes! (  VH i i ) .
RAYMUNDUS says in his CIAVICUIA: BIACKNESS like that of the bia.ck-
est  eol-our is the secret  of  the t rue Dissotut ion.

t /  Tho

p. ?0. sol-ution turns the stone into its MATERTA pRrMA t p i"r
cloud and water) i .  e. into V , ablut ion into V , conjunct ion

AAA)

f)



and fixation into A & V , SPTRITUAT & TINGING ( into Red V
EXTERNALLY, but A INTERNALLY). What is this also but corporif ied.

A ? A corpor i f ied in 5L i .e.  a f ixed alcal i  d i f fer ing f rom
common f ixed aLkal i ,  i .e.  our phi losophicaL f ixed aLkal i  contains

A ,  A ,  V &{F harmoniously uni ted.  Therefore,  i t  is  f i l led

with i ts own elements,  whi lst  common f ixed alkal i  is  VOID & MAGNET-
ICAL greed.y to at t ract  V & V which i t  wants.  Compare this wi th

what I  have said concerning f ixed aIkal i  in Lamspringrs M.S.
A & Light alone t inge and nothing e1se. Note that wel l !  But

Light and A must have a body to retain,  corpor i fy & f ix i t ,  and

that body is Y .
(  in *  & V ,  A can have no permanenr f ixat ion.  A is Light

and Light is A ,  but  d i f ferent ly manifested. A i= concentrated
and agi tated. Light,  i - .e.  l , ight  manifested in A ly the medium
of A which Light is only a f i rst  manifestat ion of  the omnipresent,
invis ib le,  uni-versal  Agent A.1 S.B.

PUTREFACTION

Futrefact ion is made by a most gent le A, hot and moist ,  and
no otherr  so THAT NOTHING ascends. (Nothing must ascend corpor-
al ly except a black fume, which becomes a p:-" f  V ) .  Concept ion
is made by putredness in the bottom of the glass.  AUREOI-. ,US says:
labour not to u Imake the 

? diaphanous, i .e.  into a c lear,  t rans-
parent V , for that way it is too highly inflamed and destroyed.,
and wi l l  never be f ixed nor congealed. ( th is is against  T,amspring
but must not disturb our mind).

When we dissolver we calc i -ne, subl ime, separate and conjoin
and between solut ion and composi t ion of  the body and the -cr-  there
intervenes no space of  t ime.

p.  ?6. A11 along the A must be gent le,  unt i l  the water is
congealed in WHfTENESS. I f  a stronger heat is given, your 

H
fI ies,  the A ,  bV reason of  i ts  coldness (  \3[  )  (  } }  a proof
that common, al thot  pur i f ied.  

A 
is made use of) .  Therefore,  keep

R



a soft A unti l you have a WHITE CONGELATION says BENEDICTUS.

p. ??. By a temperate A ,  a smaI l  quant i ty of  the dry,  exsi-

ccates THE MOIST, and this is done by l i t t le and l i t t ie,  and not

suddenly,  and the more the Stone receives ablut ion,  the more

intense the White wi l - l  be.

p.  ??.  The Aof the f i rst  degree, i .e.  of  Solut ion and putre-

fact ion ought to be so gent le that  nothing ascends of  the nature

of -^-  (only a black fume is to ascend, but no J* )  (This seems

rat ional ,  a l thor I renoeus asserts the contrary).  This gent le

O )  central ly,A gives ingress to the U to enter the body (

when with a strong A al l  is  destroyed.

The heat that  makes white must not be too great.  Else al l  i -s
gone. Argent v ive is f iery,  and burns the bodles more than A .

Whatever metal  is  jo ined to i t ,  remains wi th i t ,  and precipi tates

i t  to dust.  (So says Dippel ius,  M.S.) .  q Drebel l ius or Depels.
p.  ?8.  There are onJry 2 f i res ment ioned by the Phi losophers.

The one is DRY the other is MOIST. The f i rst  is  the elementary
A or heat.  The moist  f i r  ! r'e1srne9.

THE VESSEI

The vessel  must be of  g lass,  wi th a long neck (about 6 inches)
f i rmly sealed at  the top, and is to be placed in another vessel ,
that  the neat may not touch the matter,  mediately,  and therefore
the digest ion is done in a t reble vessel ,  says Liber Tr ium Verborum
(i .e.  the bath,  the wooden vesselr  or  Yvessel ,  and the glass).

Put thy E "a "a carefully into a glass vessel of such a capacity
that the Y sown and harrowed may occupy only a third part of
the glass a:od close up the openi-ng.

p.  79.  Set hal f  of  the bel ly or globe in ashes. The other
upper half above the ashes, that you may look at your work when
you l ike,  says ALANUS. Vol .  i i .  o i  Thetre.  Chem: very obscure.

We need but one vessel ,  one furnace, one Disposi t ion,  which
is to be understood af ter  the preparat ion of  the f i rst  Stone ( i .e.

the U or the E E E).+

>.



The neck of  your vessel  is  6 inches long, and round bel l ied,

and must be sealed, so that the least  fume may not escape.
p.  80. Isaacus Hol l -andus says, concerning:

THE COLOURS

tn
When the matter has stood for the space of  4O 6 , f  in a mod-

erate heat,  there wi l - I  begin to appear above, a Blackness, l ike
pi tch,  which is the Caput Corvi  of  the Phi losophers.

Blackness once obtainedr $ou may be sure of  a IRUE CONJUNCTION
of the Pr inciples to fo l - low immediately.

Before the c lear splendent colour comes, al l  the colours in the
world wil-l appear, and disappear. Then you wil l see arl admirable

Whiteness which wi l l  seem to you to be the TRUE WHITE, and yet
i t  is  not  so.

Before the t rue White comes, You wi l l  see al l  about the s ides
of the g1ass, as i t  were l ike Oriental  pear ls,  in the matter of
the Stone, glittering l ike the EYES 0F FISHES and when you then
see the matter become White Like Snow, and shining l ike Oriental
Stones, the White Stone is then perfect .

I f  you do not wish to carry th is to the Red K, let  i t  cool  of
i tsel f  gradual ly.

THE COLOURS 2

The col-ours are only three. The others that  appear are cal led
intermediate or t ransient colours,  which vanish away, but the
Black'  White and Red are permanent and last ing scenes, Says Tr i th-
emius.

p. 80. When blackness appears in the work, know that you have
found the right way of working.

p.  81.  Arnoldus, in "Flos Florum" says, " I t1 the hour of  con-
junct ion,  wonderful  th ings present themselves. A11 the colours
that can be imagned appear in the work; and the rMpERFEcr BoDy

10.



!l( the O )  is  coloured with a f ixed Tincture,  bV medj_at ion of'?

fha fanmonf l1 1 ^^r  : - - ! -  ^  X,- '  r \r / r !€ ru! , . , rsrru 1oy the Q) reduced into a 
Q 

ia1 S.o" Anima).

"The Stone" ( the e e ; )  'must be kept in the A unt i l  i t  can
no more be changed from one nature to another,  or  f rom one colour

to another,  but  is  become l ike the REDDEST BL00D, melt ing l ike
wax and yet not diminished in the Ieast" .  

\ , ,
"We take a year for  our expectat ion,  for  our f  (TR. )  says

l .?rnlalr l l
a

p. 82, Var iat i -on of  Time happens from

Medicine and depends on the industry of
Monachus, p.  L7,  says "After the f i rst

the quant i ty of  the

the Art ist .

5o (13 , the caput
Corvi  shews i tsel f .  From thence, in lJO

-  -n
6,Y , the Dove isCorvi  shews l tsel f .  From thence, in lJO Of ,  the Dove is made;

and in another L5o CP , the Red is wrought,,  ( i .e. 350 (P or
11 months,  and, 20 dP near ly) .

TTn{- j ' l  r rnrr  n An^ 1rn +^ *1, 'n I r I l , '  i  *n -  Aurru4r J. . lur  uorn€ up to the White,  use a gent le A. Some s&V,
., l1

in p0 6 . /  ,  af ter  perfect  White,  the Red is compleated .  Scala
Phi losophorum, and Ripley "When i t  has stood ecl ipsed for 5 months
and Darkness disappears,  the Light approachirg,  increase your
A a l i t t Ie ' . .

The t ime for perfect ing the El ix i r  is  at  least  one year.  fn
- 

l.\

90 6/  af ter  perfect  whi teness the Red is perfected.

PHOENIX LIBER PRETIOSISSIMUS (a most precious book) says:

"The f i rst  decoct ion has no eertain t ime, and indeed is SOI\ IEWHAT

TEDIOUS.|  Yet wai t  and expect i t  wi th joy.  Many have per ished

through haste,  and af fected with the tediousness, have given up
the whole business".  (See Dippel ius his let ter  in M.S. ) .

OF FERMENTATION

p. 83. IuLI , IUS IN CODICILI ,O. Ferment must not be this
that,  but  of  Q A )  onfy.  We look for nothing else but
the Stone (h ;  e)  be turned into i ts l ik  \2e ( into 

I  )  and
them (from O o" O I  is  the whole temperature ( i .e.  V o

or

that

from

rp &

11.



A, o" + ) nor is i t  ferment before
converted into their f i rst matter (

Phi losophical  Canons )  .

In respect to fermentat ion (he means mult ip l icat ion),  mind that

the quant i ty of  the volat i le does not exceed the quant i ty of  the
t  

' .f ixed (TR) otherwise, the sponsal  union of  the body (  e or TR)

would be put to f l ight ,  but  i f  a l i t t le of  the $ 
(  + means here

fresh ;  ;  ; ,  or  f resh 
$ 

for  mult ip l icat ion in quant i ty)  be cast

upon much of  the body (  O or TR) so that the body (TR) has the

dominat ion over i ! ,  i t  soon converts i t  into a powder ( i .e.  TR).

taxe j ;  of  the 6 u l ; "  of  the body (TR).  (This concerns the

r9 lJ

a a a).  (So

body, i .  e.

the bodies (  O
6 ) .  Note th is
+

& ) l  be
r r ro ' l  ' l  f r r i  r i  o

.  \  
Y 4sv

mult ip l icat ion in qual i ty or v i r tue).

Fermentat ion is the animat ion of  the Stone ( the

does the rat ional  immortal  soul  of  man animate the

natter )  .

There is no ferment but Gold and Si lver.  p.  8L+.

I  am afraid I  have not r i -oht l  v exnlained the above confused

part .

MULTIPLICATION & PROJECTION OF THE TINCTURE

p. 84. Mult ip l ieat ion is ei ther v i r tual  such as is made by
al terat i -on,  by dissolv ing and congeal ing;  or  in quant i ty,  bV
apposi t ion of  new matter ( i .e.  e o" O in the Y & 

H 
in the \4 ) .

To obtain TR. f ine metal .
p.  85.  When the Stone is l iqui f ied by digest ion,  i t  must be

coagulated. again wi th ferment (  
+ O ")  

or  wi th i ts own body
(with i  i  E).  Cast the Medicine upon your ferment in a !
Then i t  becomes br i t t l -e l ike glass.  Take that glass (of  e o" O
and cast i t  upon metats O o" H and you wit l  have C o" e f  i f
i t  has been highly mult ip l ied you wi l l  have TR. ) .

p.  B?. Our Red Man (  e )  and his whi te wi fe H do not t i -nge,
f

unt i l  they are t inged (An old axioma: "Lapis not t ingi t ,  n is i
prius ti-ngatur,, ) .

L2.



Arnoldus in Rosar io says:  "he that is negl igent in the read. ing
of books, shal l  never be ready in the preparat ion of  th ings,  for
one book opens another (perfect ly just  and true),  and that which
i-n one is incomplete in another is completed; and how can he that
refuses Theorrr  ann1rr  h im<o]- f  f ,6 regular pract ice?" SayS, ArnOld.us
in Rosar io.

A11 wisdom is f rom God, and was arways with God from Eterni ty.
Whosoever,  therefore,  l_oves Wisdom, 1et him seek i t ,  and pray
for i t  to God; for ,  He is the al t i tude of  a l1 Science, and the
Treasure of  a l l  Wisdom. Amen.

FINIS

p. L2. The way of  proceeding

ea S j  I  t r  redr l  ned ;  
-+^ ^ T . i  ̂ . .  ^rr .  hrrvqp4!J !  euuvsu rr t  r / (J d.  ! .L! l ( /Ut eJ

coal- ,  which Liquor af terward.s by

the soul  of  + of  O .
p. L3. is al -so -+ ted per s€,  and f ixed with the Tinctures

of o ,  d c Q uut chief ly i t  is  nour ished by i ts own mi lk,  ofI
Lac Virginis,  (or ,  the black c loud, which becomes V ) .

p.  60.  Argent v ivum in i ts f i rst  root  is composed of  whi te

I  f i " "  concealed in Sea Q r  say
ous mixed with a bright and cl_ear
f l&,  unt i l -  the moist  be tempered

with the dry and the dry wi th the moist ,  equal ly into one sub-
stance, and is so homogeneous in i - ts nature that  i t  e i ther remains
al together in the A ,  and is f ixedr or,  i t  f l ies al l  away in a
fume; because i t  is  incombust ib le and aer ia l ,  and this is a s ien
of i ts perfect ion.

p.  6]- .  E crudus di-ssolves bodies into their  mater ia l  nr ima -\, + "' i ,- --
but  the p corporum cannot do i t  !y "  

Lucid Key (  
H ) .  The

opened secret  p laces otherwise inaccessible (  O & )  i  and within
was great store of  O & O (This expression is for . . rnd in 'The
Arabian Nights.  1OO1 nights,  and is an al legory).  (+? As the

-L).

is  var ious,  and yet i t  is
a

tho holn nf  *ho n nfvr!v t rv!} ,  vr  vr tv \ - , ,  vr

in art i f ice,  can extract



or incinal  of  f i  l ies concealed in Se\ - /  vvl lveo

nr i  etv of  sr : r , f imine I  wi th sea Q &
Y 

{v!ur.

p. 72. Turn the black c loud into
to make i t  f ru i t fu l .

n nf  o l r  ona +1,
r  l lu us l lu!  u r , r1€ pf  O-

to waier the V below,

This reduct ion of  Clouds into Rain is cal led by some ' .The Dra-
gon's Taj- l " .  others say that new U is to be added. (r  bel ieve
not)  but  when the perfect  whi te is lOtained, Incerat ion or fmbib-
i t ion must take place).

p.  72.  The bodies (  C & )  I  are f i rst  to be subt i t ized by
radical  d issol-ut ion,  WHICH IS TI- IE FIRST DEGREE OF THE WORK. This

that bodies may be reduced into
;s o* l  

+ ,  i - .e.  metal- l ick I
)e they took their  or ig in.  No

U ,  but  a metal l ick body con-
sist ineofH "  A

r  &41
p. ?2. fhe -o--  of  metal- i  "  vs (1.e.  

? )  is  part  of  our Stone.
That -r t -  we must extract  f rom the 2 perfect  metal- l ick bodies

by putrefact ion,  Div is ion of  the Elements,  and their  Fixat ion.
(uo dist i l lat ion.  Nature does i t  a l l ,  say Bernhard.us & Montanus. )

p- 72. when the matter ascends in a Fume (the black c loud),
the Phi losophers cal l  i t  Subl imat ion.  When i t  is  cast  into the
bottom of the glass and converted into !  ,  they cal l  i t  solut ion,
or dist i l lat ion.  when the f  becomes thick,  they cal- l  i t  corrupt-
ion.  When i t  begins to change from b1ack, they cal l -  i t  Ablut ion.
( I ,ot io a washing or making cl_ean what was dir ty) .

Extracti-on of V from the Y ( from the E X Hl and returning
i t  to the f ,  again (not by hands) unt i l  the f -  putref ies and
turns black and becomes cLear again ( tn t5o ( ,P )  is  the suM of

J

our MAGISTERY.

when the Phi losophers saw their  V diminished and their  y
increased they cal led i t  creat ion,  and when al l  became T ,  they
cal l -ed their  work congelat ion,  and when white,  they calred i t
c '21 oiner inn rTinctura al-ba {  naturae album).*. rsw4vrr  \ r r r rvuqLa a.)_vd. 

t

ae
(Et ) .

. ""qin
r s+rr  t

L+.



Dissol-ut ion causes Blackness, Reduct ion,  Whiteness. Fixat ion

causes Yel low and Red.ness (  occasioned by corpor i f icat ion of  A ) .
Blackness is the \F ;  Whi. teness the [  ;  Yel lowness t t ' re *  &

Redness the A .

(  See the wisdom of

this sentence

the Elementary

Consanguinity

+A
V+r
AV
A+

p. 73 Solut ion

Compare this

with Nature)

Imbibi tat ion,  Incerat ion

p. 74. With the V of  Paradise,  bedew theY (TR. Alba),  now

cl-arif ied and your \/ wil l again ascend to heaven and descend
to the !  to fer t i l ise i t  and br ing for th White,  Ci t r ine,  and

Red says Isaacus Hol landus.
Cibat ion is the nurt i t ion of  our dry matter,  wi th mi lk,  and

meat moderately given, unt i l  i t  be perfect ,  says Ripley.

Our great work is to make the body a-$--& thes- a bod.y. If
the quant i ty of  the volat i le exceeds and subdues the weight of  the

f ixed, i t  wi l l  f inal ly be converted into a Spir i tual  body, White
or Red.

The $z does not germinate wi thout f requent Incerat ion,  nor
receive Incerat ion wi thout Desiccat ion.

p.  ?8.  Every t ime af ter  exsiccat i -on,  pour \ /  upon i t  moderately,

nei- ther too much nor too I i t t le.  I f  too much i t  wi l l  be a sea of
conturbat ion.  I f  too I i t t le,  a l l  is  burned to a l ight  c inder
(Consul t  Flame1) Flamel has imbibed seven t imes, some but f ive.

mixed with Magnesia ( i .e.  red-

sh crud 9

.) '  

e Pure ? 
)  takes away

The Dragon born in darkness must be fed with his ow \Jr  ? suo-
merged in i t ,  and then by l i t t Ie and l i t t Ie is dealbated by i - t .
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Keep a sof t  A,  unt i l -  there be peace between V & A ,  and

unt i l -  the -sr-  and the body become One.

Mind that thou waterest  temperately;  for ,  i f  the water abounds,

i t  wi l l -  be a sea, and i f  the S is want ing,  a combust ion wi l l -

0e maoe. (  uonsul--E t ' lamel )  .

In the f i rst  composi t ion of  th is work,  nothing extraneous enters,

so nei ther can anything mult ip ly i t  that  is  not of  i ts  f i rst

composi t ion.  N. B.

Coun-u Bernhardus says: "The Magestery of  the Phi losophers does

not want a commixture of  anything extraneous. Out of  the proper

metal l ick seed, cast  into prepared phi losophical  f  a Stone is
produced inf in i te ly mult ip l iable,  i f  i t  be nour ished with i ts own

ItJ
menstruum ( Q )  or  connatural-  humour,  and be exci ted by the heat

?

of the Phi losopherrs Sun 1 $ iaf  A ofO from POTENTIA into ACT).
' r r

Cal  id serrs:  t tTeke the nrrant i t r r  and nlrsor.rrc i ts r , r re icrh* oArl  { -nvq!!u u@Joa !qf lv urr9 ILUArre+sJ 
( .xru vvuv! vv !uJ vYU46lI t / t  au\ l  UU

i t  as much of  the humidi ty as i t  can dr i -nk,  of  which humidi ty
we have no determi-nate pondus (See Flamel Clangor Buccinoe. The
t ime of  Imbibl t ion to Exsiccat ion is 20 or 30 dP .

p.  ?6.  Pontanus. Our A is mineral ,  equal ,  cont inual  & etc.
Ripley.  The f i re against  Nature must torment the bodi-es (  e &

Dl A, i .e.  the Dragon (  U )  burning violent ly.  Bened. ictus
says, a1l  a long, your C must te gent ie,  unt i t  i ;he [  (  U I  u"
congealed into Whiteness. A stronger heat given, the $ f l ies

-A' fAf ' rom the A ,  by reason of  i ts  coldness. Therefore keep the l \
sof t ,  unt i l  thou hast accompl ished a WHITE CONGET,ATION.

p. ?9. Think not that  the phi losophers te l l  an rmtruth when
they say the whoLe magister ium is performed in one only vessel .
Mind here the f igure of  the vessel ,  which is but one, not the
subject ,  which is MORE THAN ONE, al thot  of  ONE AND tHE SAME ORIGIN.

FINIS

IO.



B.M. MS. Slone 631, f.l83

This Epist le was wri t ten and sent by the Bretheren of  the R. C.

to a certain German, a copy whereof Dr Fludd obtained of  a Pol-
ander of  Dantzich,  h is f r iend, which he since pr inted ( in Lat in)
at  the end of  h is t ract  int i tu led Tractat ic de Summum Bonom.

GGo

Venerable and Honourable Sir.

Seeing that this wil l be the first year of thy Nativityr w€ pray

that thou mayrst have from the most high God a most happy entrance

into,  and a departure out f rom thy 1i fe,  and because thou hast

hi therto been with a good mind and constant searcher of  Holy

Phi losophy, wel l -  done Proceed, Fear God; for  thus thou mayrst
gain Heaven, and get to thysel f  the most t rue lcrowledge. For
it is God who hath found out every way and it is God who alone
is Circumference and Center.

But draw thou near,  l is ten,  Take this to thee. For he who in-
creaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow; Because that in much know-
ledge is much gr ief .  We speak by exper ience. For al-1 wor ld l ings
and vain glor ious,  vaunt ing boasters,  gorgious men, ta lkers,  and
vain people do unworthily scandalize, yea and curse us for arr
unknown matter. But we wonder not that the ungrateful World does
persecute the Frofessors of  the t rue Arts,  together wi th the
Truth i tsel f .  Yet for  thy sake we shal l -  br ief ly answer to these
questions z Tiz. What we do? What can we do? 0r whether there are
any such as we?

In John therefore we read that God is the supreme light and in
light we walk, so that we exhibit l ight (although in a lanterrr)
to the worId.  But thou man of  the World that  deniest  th is,  thou
knowest not or seest not.  I t  behoves thee to lcrow that in thy
vi le body Jesus dwel leth,  th is thou hast f rom the Apost le,  and

l .



Jesus knew al l  their  thoughts to whom, i f  thou adherest  thou art

at  length made one Spir i t  wi ih Him, and then being out of  the
same nature,  who prohibi teth thee with Soloman to know as wel l

the wicked as good content ions of  men. And this thou mayrst  take

from me out of  the promises.

And hence is i t  that  we do not answer to al- l ;  Yiz.  because of

the decei t fu l  minds of  some. For whosoever are al ienated from

God, are contrary to us.  And who is so fool- ish as to permi- t  a new-
come stranger to enter into another mans house. But i f  thou object
that  th is union is only to be expected in the World to come, behold
now in th is thou showest thysel f  a Worldl i rg,  who ext inguisheth
' l  i .oht  hrr  thrr  ignoranCe. AlsO thOU art  not  ashamed to make the

Apost le a l iar .  In whom these things are more clear ly manifested

in these words: "So that you may be want ing i -n no Grace, expect ing

the ReveLat ion of  our Lord Jesus Christ ."  But thou say0st that

th is is not to be understood of  th is infer iour 1i fe,  what therefore

does the fol l -owing verse intend, "Who shal l -  conf i rm you even to thy

end-for in the Kingdom of God there is no end, Therefore in th is

Temporal  State wiLl  appear the Glory of  the Lord and Jesus Gl-or i f ied. ' ,
Tf  qnrr th i r rcr  is  fur ther demanded COncerning our of f iceSr oUr

endeavour is to lead back lost  Sheep to the t rue Sheepfold.  You
l-abour therefore in vain,  0 Miserable mortals,  who enter upon another

way than that as the Apost le wi l ls ,  by putt ing of f  the Tabernacle,
which way is not walked in through dying according to vulgar opin-

ion,  but as Peter wi l leth,  where he sai th as chr ist  hath taught
r ie i  v i -z.  when he was transf igured in the Mount,  which deposi ted

or laying down, entrusted for safe keeping, i f  i t  had not been

secret  and hidden, the Apost le had not said "As Jesus taught i le, , ,

nei ther had the Supreme Truth said,  Tel l  th is to no man. For

accordi-ng to the vulgar way, vulgarly to die was known to al l  men
from the beginning of  the wor ld.  Be ye changed therefore,  be ye

changed from dead stones into Phi losophical  l iv ing stones.

The Apost le shows the way when he sai th,  "Let the same mind be
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in you which is in Jesus. "  Arso he explains that  mind in the
fol lowing words; vLZ. whereas being in the form of God, he thought
i t  nn v.nhlranrru rru ! \ r l ruEly to be equal  to God. Behold these things, Oh al l  you

that  search into the abstruse secrets of  nature.  Ye hear these
matters but you bel ieve them not,  oh miserabl-e mortals,  who do
so anxiously run into your won rui-ne, but wil_t thou be more happy,
0h thou most mi-serable,  wi l t  thou be etevated above the ci rc les
nf fha rrrnn' lA\Jr  r / r rE wurr-u '  Oh thou pfoud one, wi l t  thou command in Heaven, above
this earth and thy dark body, oh thou ambit ious man, wi l t  ye per-
form aL1 miracles 0h ye unworthy? Know ye therefore ye stone
rejected of  what nature i t  is? But thou oh Brother,  harken, r
wi l l  speak with st .  John, that  thou may'st  have felrowship wi th
us and indeed our fe l lowship is wi th the Father and with Jesus.

we wri te unto vou, that  ye may rejoice,  because God is l ight
and in him is no darkness at  a l l - .  But i f  thou mayest come into
us, behold th is l ight ,  for  i t  is  impossible for  thee to see us
(unless when we wi l l )  in another l ight .

rn th is therefore fo l row us,  whereby thou mayest be made happy
with us,  for  our most f ixed. palace is the centre of  a l l  th ings,
l ikewise i t  is  much obscured, because covered with many names.
Enter,  enter to the glory of  God, thy own sa. lvat ion the gates and
school  of  Phi losophical  fove.

In which is taught everlasting Charity and fraternal- love and
that same resplendent and invis ib le cast le,  whi_ch is bui l t  upon
the mountain of  the Lord,  out of  whose root goeth for th a fountain
of Liv ing waters (a r iver of  love) Dr ink,  dr ink,  a ld again dr ink,
that  thou mayest see al l  h idden things and converse with us.

Again beware, but what? For thou knowest very wel l  that  nature
receives nothing for nutr iment,  but  that  which is subt i le,  the
thick and feculent is cast  out as excrements.  I t  is  a lso wel1 dis-
puted by thyserf  that  those who wi l - l  love in the mind.,  rather
than in the body, take in nour ishment by the spir i t ,  not  by the
mouth.  As for el ramnre i+ i .s lawful l_ to know Heaven by Heaven, not



by Earth,  but  the v i r tues of  th is by the other,  and i f  thou under-

standeth me ar ight  no man ascendeth into Heaven which thou seekest

but he who descended from Heaven enl ighteneth him f i rst .  Whatso-

ever therefore is not f rom Heaven is a fa lse Image and cannot be

cal led a v i - r tue.

Therefore Oh Brother,  thou canst not be better conf i rmed than

by Vir tue i tsel- f ,  the Supreme Truth,  whj-ch i f  thou wi l t ,  re l ig iously

and with al l  thy might, endeavour to fol low in al l- thy words and

works,  i t  wi l l  conf i - rm thee dai ly.  For i t  is  a f iery Spir i t ,  a

gl istening spark,  a grain impassible,  never dying, subl iming his

own body, dwel l ing in every created being, sustaining and govern-

ing i t ,  Gold burning, bV Christ  pur i f ied,  purgedr pur€ in the f i re,

always more glor ious and pure inbi lat ing wi thout diminut ion.

This shal l ,  f  szV, conf i - rm thee dai ly unt i l ,  as a certain learned

man sai th,  "Thou art  made l ike a l ion in batt le and canst take

away al l  the pul l  of  the worId,  and fearest  not death nor any

violence whatsoever a devi l l ish tyranny can invent v iz.  seeing

thou art  become such a one as thou desirest ,  a Stone and a workl

And that God may bless thy labours,  the which thou shal t  receive

in most approved Authors to be read under a shadow, for a wise man

readeth one thing and understands another.

Thou art  imperfect ,  breathe af ter  a due perfect ion;  thou art

foul  and unclean, purge thysel f  wi th tears,  subl ime thysel f  wi th
good maJlners and vir tues,  adorn thysel f  wi th Sacramental  graces,

make thy soul  subl ime and subt i le,  for  the contemplat ion of  Heavenlv

things, and conformable to Angel ical  Spir i ts,  that  i t  may viv i fy

thy v i le ashes and rot ten body and make i t  whi te and render i t
a ' l tncrothap i -coryupt ib le and impassible by the resurrect ion of

our lord Jesus Christ .  Do these things and thou wi l t  confess that

no man hath wrote more plainly than I. These things the Lady Virtue
hath commended should be told to thee from (or by) whom according

to thy deserts thou shal t  hereafter be more largely taught.  These
things read i f  thou wi l t ,  as the Apost le wirreth-Keep that which

is commit ted to thy t rust .

F.  T.  F.  In l ight  and C.

*.
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RAilIOlII LULL'S TESTAilIETIIT
The Final Conclusion for Understanding Rayrnond T,u1lyrs Testament

or Codic i l l  and his other Books, and aLso the Argent-Vive on whi-ch

the whole intent ional  Intent ion does Depend, which is otherwise

cal]ed RAYMONDS REPERTORY OR I}WD{TORY.

But our Secret  Phi losophical  Water is compounded of  three Nat-

ures,  and i t  is  ] ike to a Mineral  Water,  in which our Stone is

di-ssolved, and therein i t  is  terminated, Whitened and rubi f ied.

For i t  i -s not jo ined to the work,  unless essent ia l ly  moistening

the parts of  the dissolved Stone, whose Phlegm preserves the whol-e

Work f rom combust ion (  or  burning) ,  bV the means of  the Art ists

Industry.

But lcrow that al l  i ts  substance, that  is  the phlegmatical l ,  is

by decoct ion separated from the whole Compound, but our Phlegm
is the middle substance, and the f i rst  Water of  Mercury,  in which

the beginning of  the Stone is,  that  is ,  i ts  d issolut ion,  nei ther

does i t  enter wi th i t ,  a l though they embrace one another wi th the

Bond of  Nature,  unl-ess as a Phlegm moistening the parts of  the
things, and not generat ing nor augment ing;  Whence the radical l

moistures are the essent ia l  parts of  the Stone imbibed in the
things themselves, of  which alone the parts of  the th ings consist ,

therefore by i t ,  i t  is  augmented and nour ished. But i t  is  the
truly germinating (blooming, sprouting, or growing) Nature, which

the more i t  is  decocted with the Phlegrn;  in i ts Vessel ,  by a Flre
forcing (or st i r r ing) is the more ingraf ted into (or fastened with)

a1l-  and everyone of  the Parts,  i t  is  adorned, and so made f i t ter
that  manifold Frui ts may be generated out of  i t :  For th is is

cal- led the middle nature,  and the Stone, Mercury,  Arsenick,  and

the noble spir i t  partaking of  both extreams, the White Sulphur

and the Red, binding up Mercury ang converting it into better

Silver than that of the Mine. But the Phlegm in which is our

I .



Sulphur is deeocted, which is cal led GoId,  is  that  in which the
humid Air  in the substance of  Mercury is spir i tual ly intercepted,

unt i l  i ts  middle part  a l -so be condensed into Water,  by the means

of the Act ion of  Heat of  the Body. For the Metal l ick Body as an

act ive Vir tue works l ike a male,  and this because i t  is  proper

to i t ,  because i ts Heat is incl ined in a humid, which when i t

enters into the pores of  Cold Mercury i t  is  passive and is al tered

by l i t t le and l i t t le,  and so al-so that which is digested by a

natural  Heat,  i t  is  total ly (even in the smal lest  part ic les) dis-

solved into Water,  because i t  is  the property of  every Element

to have in i tsel f  a contrar iety and to act  on i ts contrary;  but

the parts which are not dissolved into water are in the form of
an Argent Vive Amalgamated with a Body, which cannot be dissolved
unless they be more subt i l - ized by subl imat ion.  And therefore
lute (or c lose) i f  you would di-ssolve i t  by coldness, then the
more coagulate i t .  But the Heat of  the Body does indeed digest
and dissoLve Mercury,  as wel l  as is condensed into water,  wi th
i ts parts of  Mercury,  otherwise di-ssolved. And so our Phlegm
of which essent ia l  substanees i t  consi-sts,  which Essences of  the
Elements are indeed mutual ly so directedr so that the most of
each of  them, wi th the most of  the other,  and the least  of  one
with the least  of  the other,  is  a l ter ing one another,  bV (or wi th)
their  qual i t ies.  Whence Alexander says:  That they make a mi-xture
of the Elements,  because the Elements work some certain Effects
better in mixture,  than simple.  And this by reason that in such
mixture the proper Essence of  the Elements do remai-n,  which are
the proper operat ive Powers r  &s appears by our phi losophical

Water 
'  

whi-ch is cal led metal l ine,  because i t  1s generated out of
a Metal l ick Kind on1y.

For in th is water by Sulphur then is the middl-e disposi t ion,
which is between softness and hardness by the (means) mediat ion
of which,  there is made a passing' f rom the softness of  Argent
Vive,  to the most perfect  hardness of  a metat .  Whence I  say i t

2.



is  made by a determinat ive dissolut ion,  which partakes of  the two

contrar ies:  Nor is th is an essent ia l  d isposi t ion of  Argent Vive
and Sulnhrrr  in their  substance or Nature'  ?rr : t  onlv z nzrf .  of  them.v4+yrrsr  r r  s e4! v t  

vf  rvrrr  t

form whose al- terat ion of  the Essent ia l  Parts,  they come unanimously

(or together)  into an earthly middle substance.

Therefore i t  receives a certain f ixat ion,  as a Spir i t  of  f ixat-

ion,  the nearest  to the Rest (or repose) of  f ixat ion,  because

when i t  is  f ixed, i ts phlegm is separated by desiccat ion f rom the

whole generated Compound.

Therefore to receive (or get)  t f re phlegm, condense Air  by the

hot and the dry,  and rar i fy the dry,  and you shal1 have the hot

and moist ;  the Aer ia l l  Vapours is spir i tual ly received in the

matter of  Gold,  and of  other th ings mixt ,  and therefore they are

the sooner dissolved into i t .  But our Water af ter  i ts separat ion
by the Alembick is in Colour c lear as conmon Water,  and in the
beginning of  i ts  Operat ion by the f i l t re,  i t  is  pale in Colour
l ike the height (or tops) of  the Chaff  (or  rather the Beard) of
Wheat,  the Cause of  which is the digest ion convert ing the Body
to c i t r in i ty,  and before i t  is  separated by the f i l t re i t  is
black;  the Cause of  which is the Terrestr ia l  Corrupt ion of  the
nlrcnrrna PaArr cover i -ng the br ighter parts of  the Spir i t  in a corruptv svuJ

form, al though i t  be not so.

And af ter  i ts compleat decoct ion,  which is done by rarefact ion,

i t  is  h iddenly White,  which Whiteness indeed is nothing else but

the Spir i t  1et  loose from the body and carr ied by the phlegm:

But the phlegm is var ied in colours;  but  as of ten as the Spir i t

is  carr ied so of ten also is the phlegm, because the phlegm is not

Var ied but in form. For the Spir i t  of  every decoct ion is varr ied.

in Colour,  and certainly the matter also is augmented in weJ-ght,

in Vir tue,  and in power.

For when the black is imbibed with water after separation by the

f i l t re,  the black matter grows white upon the Porpohry.

?



But the substance of  th is Water is the br ight  and i l luminat ing
Q^ini# nf  fh^ Bodys, which in the Book of  Nature was uni ted toVPIM VT errv

the metals and coagulated by f i re,  that  is  by the mineral  Vir tue;

and when i t  is  coagulated i t  is  found ( to be) partaking of  two

Natures and extreams, for  i t  is  part ly f ixed and part ly Volat i le,

and therefore i t  is  cal led the medium in which the f ixat ive (  or

f ix ing) Vir tue is,  and whi l -e i t  is  f ix t  and fol lows (or takes

after)  t f re proper nature of  a metal .  For th is is cal- led Sulphur,
and a hard l iquor subl imed af ter  the manner of  a Spir i t  into a
DnrrrAon rar +here can never be made a l iquabi l i ty  in any Spir i t .4 vvYue! t  +v!

F'nr th iq iq oenerated from the substance of  two contrary moistures,b

as to heat and coldness and of  one kind as to their  Root,  the one

of which is SOL, and the other Argent Vive in one degree. But

in another degree it  is LUNE and Argent Vi-ve; yet this Argent

Vive di f fers in a certain degree when i t  is  jo ined with SOL, s ince

i t  is  not  argent v ive in i ts own nature,  because i t  has other

stronger Vir tues,  which are those of  Heat.

Argent Vive as a passive matter is jo ined with S0T, as an Agent;

but SOL is not jo ined with Argent Vive,  a.S the mal-e wi th the
fomqlo.  ?rrr f  n lrvrrrq4v, vq" 

-n 
the Contrary,  because in real i ty the middl-e nature

of Argent Vive has domini-on over the matter of  gold,  and corrupts
;+ . i f  :+a u r  as r-r  r -E acted upon i t  l ike a mal-e;  but  i t  not  only corrupts
i t ,  but  ar ter ing i t  enters into the f ixt  and hot humidi ty of  so] . ,
wi th the Spir i t ,  ( i ts  Spir i t )  and this by the mediat i -on of  that
Spir i t  in which the Bud ( the Sprout or Growth) i f  both of  them is
carr ied.Whence SOL is not jo ined to Argent v ive,  nor Argent v ive
to S0l ,  but  by the middle substance ,  nor does the one love the
other,  but  by such a disposi t ion akin to nature;  of  whi-ch one sub-
stance'  that  is ,  that  of  Argent Vive exceeds the substance of  SOI
in a four- fo ld part  (or  proport ion) because i t  is  col-der than
Sol,; because the active Powers are. greater in so], than in LUNE
in the beginning of  the Confect ion of  (or  making) the Stone.

A



Yet the quant i ty of  the matter of  S0l  does not in t ruth exceed.
tho nn' ina nfurrs l / rJ-uE ur one piece of  Gol-d;  but  i t  exceeds more in the weight
of  the LUNE matter,  because i t  is  of  a more terrestr i_al  nature
and of  a weaker Power,  and i t  is  therefore strengthened with the
nature of  gold,  and without i t ,  i t  i -s weakened. For LUNE, th is
according to al l  (Authors) i t  be cold,  vet  i t  is  hot  in some
certain degree, but i t  has not so great a power,  that  i t  can act
on the passi-ve matter of  Argent v ive,  unless i t  be assisted by a
more act i -ve matter,  and therefore the Earth of  Sulphur is prepared
with Arsenick,  as argent v ive wi th our sulphur.  But the preparat-
ion of  Sulphur is,  that  i f  i t  be boi led wi th i ts Oi l ,  wi th a t i t t le
of  the ferment,  i t  wi l l  wi th in B days return into a most red
Powder t inging Si lver into Gold.

Fi-nis.
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Sloane MSS 13 21

AN HUNDRED APHORISMS
CONTAINING THE WHOLE

BODY OF MAGICK
ffi

f f i  @ anonymous
1

AA

The whole World is animated with the first supreme and intell-

tual  Soul-  possessing in l tsel f  the seminary reasons of  a l l
Things, which proceeding from the br ightness of  the ldeas of  the
first Intellect are as it were the Instrument by which this great

Body is governed and are the l inks of the golden chain of Provid-
ah aro

2. Whi le the Operat ions of  the Soul  are terminated or bounded
the Body is generated or produced out of  the power of  the Sou1,
and is diversely formed according to the i rnaginat ion thereof,
hence it hath the denominating power over the Body which it could
not have except the Body did fu1ly and who11y depend upon it.

3.  In th is product ion whi lst  the Soul  fashioneth to i tsel f  a
Body, there is some third thing the mean between them both by
which the Soul is now inwardly joined to the Body, and by which
the Operation of aLl natrrral things are dispensed, and this is
CAI1Ed The VfiAL SPIRIT.

4, The Operations of Natr:ra1 things are dispensed. from this
Spir i t  by the organs according to the disposi t ion of  the Organ.

5. The disposition of the organ depends first and prirnarily upon
the Intel leet ,  which disposeth al l  th ings.  Secondly upon the
Soul of  the World that  forms i tsel f  a Body according to the semin-
ary reasons of  th ings.  Thirdly,  unto the Spir i t  of  the Universe
that containeth th ings in such a disposi t ion.

1.



SO

lrrr

No bodi ly th ing hath ar ly energy or operat ion in i tsel f  saving
far for  as i t  is  an rnstrument of  the same spir i t r  or  informed
it ,  for  that  which i -s meerly corporeal  is  meerly passive.

7.  He that wiLl  work great th ings, must (as much as possi-ble)
take away corporei ty f rom things r  or  eLse he must add Spir i t  to
the Body, or else awaken the sleeping Spir i t ,  unless he do some
of those things or know how to jo in his imaginat ion to the imag-
inat ion of  the Soul  of  the Wortd,  now Labour ing and undertaking
an exchaf lSe, he wi l I  never dn a:n\r  f f ioat tnatter.

B. I t  is  impossible to take al- l  th is Spir i t  f rom anything what-
soever for by this Bond a thing is held from fall ing back into
i ts f i rst  matter or nothing.

9. This Spir i t

were f ree f rom

Body agreeably,

of  the wor ld.

' lO- Thc Snir i f ,+v. V}/LL 
-

either by means

at l iberty.

is somewhere or rather every where found as i t

the Body, and he that knows how to join i t  with a

possesseth a Treasure better than al l  the r iches

is  separated from the Body as much as i t  is  possible

of fermentation or drawn by his Brother which is

11. The Organs by which this Spir i t  worketh are the qual i t ies

of th i -ngs, which meerly and purely considered are able to do no

more than the eyes can see without l i fe,  as being nothing else but

modif icat ion of  the matter of  the Body.

12. A11 things operat ing do i t  to th is only purpose, to make
things upon which they work l ike themselves.

]-3.  The Subject  of  the Vi taL Spir i t  in the Body in i t  i -s received,
and by i t  worketh,  nei ther is i t  ever so pure but that  i t  is
jo ined with i ts Mercur iaL moisture.

?.



14. This Humor doth not speci fy the spir i t  because i t  is  the
conmon matter of  th ings apt to be made anything nei ther is i t
Seen with eyes because i t  is  nrrre .  r rnr i ' l  i t  be f i rst  terminated
in a more sol- id bod.y.

L5. Nei ther Souls nor pure Spir i ts,  nor Intel l igences can work
upon Bodies but by means of  th is Spir i t ,  for  two extremes cannot
be jo ined without a mean, therefore Demons appear not but af ter
sacr i f ices used.

L6. I f  the Spir i t  or  Intel l igencer of  i t  be speci f ied wi th being,
ei ther dissipated by the contrary or changed. into another th ing,
they cease to work there any ronger,  as they are arrured by the
vi ta l  spir i ts of  l iv ing creatures so they are put to f l ightr  or
rather cease to work upon Bodies,  where sharp and venomous things
are used.

17. The stars do t ie the v i tar-  spir i t  to the nody disposed.,  by
l ight  and heat,  and by the same means do thev insnire i t  into
the Body.

18. fn Generat ion the Spir i t  is  mixed with the Body, and directs
the intent of  Nature to i ts end.

19. The Seeds of  th ings are known to contain more plenty of  th is
Spir i t  then anything e1se.

20. The seeds do not contain such plenty of  th is spir i t  as is
requis i te to the perfect  product ion of  a th ing, but the internal
Spirit allureth the External coming down from Heaven unites it
to i tserf ,  and being fort i f ied therewith at  length i t  begets
i ts l ike.

2r.  Before the seeds do germinate or bud, i t  is  fermented, and
by fermentat ion disposed to at t ract ion.
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22. I f  germinat ion shoul-d be hindered with the ad.vancement of
at t ract ion and assimi lat ion,  the th ings might be brought at  length
frorn the seed to the spir i t  of  i t  in a moment.

23. That which is

and more disposeth

vegetables.

24. Every family

whereby the seeds

more universal  doth more further at t ract i .on

their  seeds to at t ract ion as Sal t -petre in

of  th ings hath some with i ts mixt  universal ,

are disposed to at t ract ion and made frui t fu l .

25.  He that knows how to jo in art i f ic ia l ly  the Universal-  to the
seed of  the Anima1 fami ly may produce ever last ing weights,  besides
the terminate matrix or womb at least formaIly, and the l ike reason
It is also of  other th ings.

26. He that can join Light with Darlc:ess can multiply things in
their own kind, and change the nature of them.

27. The Universal  Vi ta l  Spir i t  coming down from Heaven, pure,

c1ear, and uncontaminated is the Father of the particular Vita1

Spir i t  which is in everything, for  i t  increases and mult ip l ies

i t  in the Body; f rom whence the Bodies borrow the power of  mult i -
p ly ing themselves.

28. As the f i rst  Vi ta]  Spir i t  l ies in the Mercur ia l -  Humor that

is common and free, and the vi ta l  Spir i t  of  part icular th ings is

resident in that Mercurial Humor imbued with the virtue of that

Body whose i t  is ,  which they cal- I  radical  Moisture.

29. He that can jo in a Spir i t  impregnate wi th the v i r tue of  one

Body with another,  that  is  now disposed to change, i lay produce

many miracles and monsters.

+.



30. The First  Var iety of  the Disposi t ion of  Bodies proceeds from

the Var ious concoct ion of  Water.

3L. The second, f rom the var ious mixtures of  the three pr incipals,

SaIt ,  Sulphur,  and Mercury.

32. These disposi t ions f l -ow from the var ious posi t ions of  the

Stars,  especial ly f rom the Sun.

33. Every th ing hath so much Vi ta l i ty as is required to produce

the natural  act ions of  the species.

34. Nothing begins to be made that doth not receive some Vital i ty

from Heaven by which it can work somewhat.

35. He that knows how to infuse the propi t ious Heaven or Sun
into th ingsr or the mixtures of  th ings,  may perform wonders,  and

hereupon depend al l  Magical  Operat ions.

35. By how much the Disposi t ion or the Subjects are more formal,

so much more of  th is l i fe they receive,  and so much more power-

fuI1y they work.

)7 .  As in the eye, the operat i -ons are more nobLe than in the

foot,  a l though they both proceed from the same Soul- ,  because of
the var iety of  th is Organ apt to receive a greater prot ion of
Li fe t  So the constel late characters because of  their  formal i ty
receive a greater port ion of  Spir i t  f rom Heaven and perform noble
act ions.

38. This Spirit continually f lows from Heaven and back again
to Heaven, and in the flowing is found pure and unmixed, and there-
fore may by a skilIfulI workman by wonderful means be joined to
anything, that  increase the vi r tues of  i t  according to the disposi t -
ion of  the subject .



39. The Heart  of  Heaven is the Sun, which by Light distr ibutes
al l -  th ings,  as wel l  to the Stars,  a.s to the Earth.

+0. Opaque is nothing else but a Body ei ther want ing Light or
having the Light asleep in i t .

+L. He that can by Light d.raw Light out of things, or multiply
I ight  Si th Light,  he knows how to add the Universal  Spir i t  of
Li fe to the part icular Spir i t  of  l i fe,  and by th is addi t ion do
miracl-es.

42. How much l ight  is  added.,  so much Li fe,  and so much of  the one
as is lost ,  so much is lost  of  the other.

43. This Spir i t ,  af ter  the last  process of  Maturat ion,  straight
begins by l i t t le and l i t t le to vanish.

4+. Maturat ion is nothing else but the operat ion of  the proper
radiated Spir i t  to the perfect ion of  the Indiv idual ,  as far  for th
as i t  may be perfected, proceeding to the seminary reasons ex-
pounded or proposed by Nature or the Soulr  or  i t  is  an actuat ion
of the InternaL Spir i t  as far  as i t  can be actuated.r  or  i t  is  the
greatest  r l lumi-nat ion of  the matter that  can possibly be done
by such Light.

45. The Spir i t  is  d issipated when i t  str ives to act  upon a matter
too rebel l ious,  or  when the natural  Crassis or mi-xture of  a th ing
is al tered by the stars,  somet imes too much exci ted i t  breaks
forth,  or  being cal Ied out by his Brothers spir i t  i t  goeth away
to i t .

+6,  The Matter is rebeLl ious when by reason of  a starry crasis
or temperature i t  cannot be overcome al lured by the Spir i t r  or  when
i t  is  in the natural  per iods beyond which i t  can nei ther go r  nor
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the Spir i t  carry i t  any fur ther,  for  only so much Spir i t  is  g iven

as serveth every th ing to the due perfect ion of  i t .

47.  The Temperature of  a th ing is al tered by the Stars which the

Horoscope of  the Nat iv i ty comes to the degrees or posi t ions of

the Planets contrary to the beginning of  L i fe.

48. The Spir i t  is  too much exei ted by fermentat ion or immoderate

agi tat ion,  for ,  moderate agi tat ion is necessary to v i ta l -  operat ions.

49. The Spir i t  is  caI led out by his Brother Spir i t  when i t  is
too much exposed to i - t .

50.  In certain th ings i t  cannot be cal ted out by i ts Brother,

because of  i ts  straight local i ty wi th the Body, but i t  a l lures
i ts Brother to him and is strongly for t i f ied thereby.

5L, Fermentat ion is the act ion of  heat upon moisture,  bV which

the moisture is t reated and made subject  to the Spir i t r  or  i t  is

the af fect  of  the Spir i t  c i rculat ing i tsel f  in the Body which
cannot remain in the same state because of the fluxibil i ty of the

Body.

52. He that by means and use of  Universal  Spir i t  can exci te the
particul-ar Spirit of any thing to a natural fermentation, and

appease and sett le the natural  tumul- ts by repeat ing the operat ion,

may miraculously increase things in virtue and power, the highest
Secret  of  the Phi losophers.

53. Brery man li:nows that by means of fermentation the spirit
is  as pure as i t  possibly may be drawn, but almost alL men do i t
wi thout the f ru i t  of  mult ip l icat ion,  because they icrow not how to
join one Brother wi th another.



5+. Things do abide in the same state of  nature so long as they
nosscssl  <n mrlgf t  Spir i t  as is suf f ic ient  to nerform the due execut-v v rrrg

ion thereof.

<1 F\ronrr*L i) ) .  -u,vEryr,rr . r r rg fermented works more strongly because in th ings
fermented the Spir i ts are more free.

56. Hence is manifest  the cause of  the naturaL Death or destruct-
ion of  th ings 

'  
every th ing tends to maturat ion as to the perfect-

ion thereof,  and when i ts (z)  the Spir i t  begins to show i ts force,
and so by act ing i t  is  d issipated and vanisheth,  which at  length
is the cause of  destruct ion.

57. He that could 1ay hold on this vanishing spir i t  and apply
i t  to the Body from whence i t  s l ipt ,  or  to another of  the same
Spir i t r  i lay thereby do wonders.

58. From this fountain are al l -  natural  Phi l t res f lowed; for  easi ly
may the Spirit be imbued with the qualit ies of another Body causj-ng
in Bodies of  the same kind a real  s imi l i tud.e,  which is the v i -o l -ent
cause of  love.

59. These things are apt to intercept th is part icular spir i t
which have the greater s imi l i tude of  most natural  conjunct ion
with the parts,  or  which being appl ied to a vegetous body, are
by such a contact made more flourishing. These things are to be
understood of  the Bodies of  Wights,  especial ly of  Man where phi l - t res
are of  most power.

60. This Spir i t  where i t  f indeth a l i t t le Matter disposed accord. ing
to that  l ikeness, i t  makes and seals the compound.s prod.uced..

6! .  Where the Spir i t  of  one Bod.y being marr ied.  to the qual i t ies
of that  Body is communicated to another Body, there is generated.



at a certain compassion, because of  the mutuaL f lux and ref lux

of the Spir i ts to their  proper Body which compassion or Sympathy

is not easi ly dissolved as that which is done by imaginat ion.

62. There can nei ther Love nor compassion be generated without

the mixture of  Spir i ts.

63. This commixture is somet imes done by mater ia l  appl icat ion,

somet imes by imaginat ion,  and not seldom by the disposi t ion of  the

Stars.

611' .  By natural  appl icat ion i t  is  done when the Spir i t  of  one

Body is implanted in another,  by means of  those things whi-ch are

apt to intercept the Spir i t ,  and to communicate i t  to another,

and they are known by the signature, and by the Ancients cal led

Amator ia or such things as love one another.

65. By imaginat ion Love is produced when the exal ted imaginat ion
of one doth predominate over the imaginat ion of  the other,  and so
fashioneth and sealeth i t ,  and this may be easi ly done because
of the volubi l i ty  of  the imaginat ion.  Hence aLl  incantat i -ons
get their efficacy for though peradventure they have some vertues
in themselves, Vet th is v i r tue cannot be distr ibuted because of
the universal i ty thereof.

66. From the Stars l,ove takes its begiruaing either when the
disposi t ion of  the Heavens is al- ike at  the t imes of  Nat iv i ty as
the Astrologers do abundant ly teach, and this is most f i r rn and most
to be desired, or when the benef ic ia l  Beams of  the stars being
apt for  the purpose are at  a f i t  t ime received into matter disposed
and in a due manner brought into Art, as Naturar Magick more
ful ly teacheth.

67. He that can to these manners of  d.oins add the Universal
Spir i t  may do wonders.
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AA mL^,,  
-^. . ,u., .  rnou mayest cal l  the universal  spir i t  to thy help i f  thou

use instruments impregnated with th is Spir i t ,  the greatest  secret
of  Magicians.

70. He that can fort i fy the part icular Spir i t  wi th the Universal
may very long prolong his l i fe;  unless i f  stars be against  i t ,
yet  by th is means he may lengthen his Li fe and Health,  and some
state the malace of  the Stars as he need.s confess that knows the
habi tat ion of  th is Spir i t .

69.  He that knows how to
cure the particul-ar Body
always imploring the help

7+, Al1 heat
mot i -on nei ther
not be mingled

make a vital- particular Spirit, i l&V
whose Spir i t  that  is  at  any distance,

of  the Universal  Spir i t .

7L.  Nothing can be putr i f ied.  wi thout i t  f i rst
because nothing eomes natural ly to incr- inat ion

feel-  fermentat ion,

but by state.

72, Putr i f icat ion is the symptom of d.ecl in ing naturer or of  the
qnir^ i*  f ' l  . ' i * -D1lu. t .u r-ryurg away.

?3. There is nothing putr i f ied that  hath not great store of  the
volat i le spir i_t .

proceedeth f rom the Vi ta l_ Spir i t ,  and is said.  of
can that Spir i t  subsist  wi thout heat t  or  at  lbast
wi th bodies.

75. Everything that is
before the putr i fact ion,
ing do grow whole.

putr i f ied hath less heat in
therefore i t  is  fa lse that

it than it had
things putrify-

76.
lost

As
qr!

much spir i t  so much heat is gotten, and of  the one is
much as of  the other.
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77. Heat can nei ther be st i r red up by nature nor Art ,  but  by means
of Light,  e i ther external  or  internal .

?8.  He that shal l -  cal l  L ight  the spir i t  of  the universal  shal_l
peradventure not far  miss the t ruth,  for  i t  is  e i ther Lightr  or
hath his dwel l ing or habi tat ion in the Light.

79. He that can destroy bodies wi thout putr i fact ion,  and in the
destruct i -on can jo in Spir i t  wi th Spir i t  by means of  heat,  possess-
eth the pr incipal  Secret  of  Natural  Magic.

80. The external- Light heateth by bringing in a new heat, and by
actuat ing i ts own heat,  whether i t  ( the r ight)  le determinate or
indeterminate.

81. THE IIGHT DETERMTNATE possESSETH A DEsrRoyrNG HEAT, arrd such
an one as burneth all things, so it be compactly actuated. as in
f i  no

82. fndeterminate l ight giveth Light, and never hurteth anything
but by accident.

83. He that knows how to make l ight  determinate of  T, ight  indeter-
minate,  not  changing the spir i t ,  nor receiv ing i t  otherwise than
in a common medium knows exceeding well how to purge mineraL and.
al l  hard bodies wi thout loss of  radical-  moisture.

84. The l ight  which we cal l  determinate and which hath in i t  the
T, i fe of  th ings being the carr iage of  the universal  soul  l ieth
hid in darkness 

'  
nei ther is i t  seen but by a phi losopher to whom

the Centre of  Things is apparent ly d. iscovered.

85. The internal  heat is exci ted by reason
whose house i t  is .

of  the internal  Spir i t

1' l



86, The Spir i t  is  agi tated by fermentat ion or mot ion,  somet imes

they occur or concur both together to agi tat i -on.

B?. There is a th i rd secret  means of  Agi tat ion known to the

Phi losophers which is perceived by them in generat ion and regen-

erat ion.

88. When fermentat ion is dist inguished from mot ion understand

local  progressive mot ion which comes from the imaginat ion direct-

ing the v i ta l  Spir i ts to mot ion.

89. A11 fermentat ion f in ished before the due t ime is e s i r rn nf

moderate putrefact ion succeeding.

90. He that knows how to hasten fermentat ion and hinders putre-

fact ion by having the Spir i t  of  the Universe propi t ious,  under-
stands the Phi losophers contr i t ion,  and can by means thereof do
minerals.

9L. Putrefact i -on hath not i ts or ig inal  f rom the Spir i t ,  but  f rom
the Body, and therefore i t  was contrary to the Spir i t .

92.  He that knoweth the Spir i ts of  the Universe and the use
thereof may hinder al l  corrupt ion,  and give the part icular Spir i t
the dominion over the Body; how much this would avai l  to the cure
of di-seases let  physic ians consider.

93. That there may a universal  medicine be given is now agreed
on al l  hands, because i f  the part icular Spir i t  get  strength i t  can
of i tsel f  cure al l  d iseases r  a.s is known by common exper ience,
for there is no disease which hath not been cured without the
Fhrrqi  nqnq ho' l  r. . - -p.
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9+. The Universal  Medicine is nothing el_se but
mult ip l ied upon a due subject .

the Vi ta l -  Spir i t

95.  He that seeks this Med. ic ine
the highest mountains shal_l f ind
the reward of  h is pains.

else where than in the tops of
nn*lai--  ] . ' .+r rv vrr*r6 vL rr  oOffOW and 1OSS fOf

96. The Phi losophers who say i t  is
of  the Earth mean the Earth of  the

to be sought in the Caverns
I,iving.

97. They that hope to f ind i t  in the furnaces of  the chemics
are desperately deceived, for  they know not the f i re.

98. Nothing hath f rom the f i rst  intent ion of  Nature more Spir i t
than is suf f ic ient  for  i t ,  to the conservat ion of  i ts  proper
spir i t r  vet  out  of  everything Nature playing the midwife for  h im,
the phi losopher can prod.uce a son nobler than his Father.

99. The f i rst  and the last  colour of  th ings are yel low, because
the Stars and the Sun are Ye11ow, those things that are of  a lesser
temper as the planets appear Green, af ter  they have touched the
Air ,  being natural ly and most highly ceruleous or Blue, and working
upon them makes Yellow things Green, but being mad.e hard.er they
put on again their f irst and natural colour, out of the thinEs
that have been said thou mayest pick up Myster ies.

100. The Air  is  Blue, and the Hor izon appears Blue to the s ight
on a crear d"y,  and the Air  by reason of  i ts  th inness is not apt
to terrninate the strong and r igerous vi tar  Bearns,  unt i l  they
languish and grow weak by d.istance, but then the terminated. Beams
show the nat ive colour of  the Air ,  And thus much to have said
at th is t ime by way of  Aphor isms, i f  thou make not very much
accompt of  i t ,  is  too much.

Finis.
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A TREATISE l,lRITTEN BY A CELEBRATED PHILOSOPHER, ANONYIVIOUS

communicated to:

DR.JOHAN J. BEGKER
and translated from the German original

@w.S0g. @@esffiw@m
( I  shal l  not  t ranslate i t  f rom word to word,  but only extract
the most essent ia l  sentences. )

That matter which is in i ts whole substance resembles most s i lver
and go1d, is to be judged to be the nearest  matter wherein the
Master of  th is Art  rnust  p lace his whole Intent ion and conf idence,
i f  he wi-shes to fo l low nature,  and into th is matter he must intro-
duce the Form of S0T.., & LUNA.

This matter is Argent Vive,  which is the nearest  matter in potent ia
to S0T, & IUNA.

MERCURY comes nearest in weight to s0r,, being only L/5 part
l ighter, than so], aLthough Geber says that MERcuRy is heavier
than sOT,, but he means MERCURY highly purif ied and liberated of
its superfluous humidity and arsenicaL EARTH. That MERCURY is the
nearest matter to S0T, is not only meant of the common I\IERCURY
as it is bought at the Druggists, but arso that Mffi.cuRy which is
extracted out of  the imperfect  metals,  such as SATURN, JUpTTER,
vENUs and MARS, and especially the REGUtus oF ANTTMONY & IRON,
because this argent vive extracted. out of the REGUIUS OF AI{TIMONY
& IRON possesses the greatest  resemblance in i ts whole substance
of SOL.

This and common argent vive do not differ very much, except
in some accidents,  as they are al1 equal ly f lu id and of  the sane
weight with common or vulgar MERCURY. They are all elevated into
vapour by the FrRE, vet they differ in digestion, and as vulgar
MERCURY contains a large proportion of immature indeterminate
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humidi ty,  i t  is  of  course more volat i l -e than the MERCURY of Bodies.

Now as MERCURY can be carr ied to a higher perfect ion,  I  dare

to af f i rm that Argent Vive is nothing else but crude and unf in-

ished SOL & LUNA and can be maturated into SOL or LUNA by an

eff  ic ient  cause. Yet I  woul-d not have you think that  the metal-s

are created in the mines out of  th is common argent v ive as their

nearest  matter l  I  f ind and acknowledge rather wi th Ar istot le that

the nearest  matter of  metals in the mines has been a ponderous

metal l - ick vapour,  which is sulphureous-mercur ia l ,  and is cal- led

Exhalat ion,  and as the al iments in animal-  bodies,  are changed

into Blood, which neverthel-ess were no blood at  f i rst ,  so is

l - ikewise the metal l - ick matter,  whatever i t  may be, f rom which

the metals proceed is not the same with that  what has been gen-

erated out of  that  vapour which is now a determinate argent v ive,

and becomes the body of  a metal ,  d ist inct  i -n each species,  accord-
ing to the di f ferent mixture,  therefore there i -s no nearer matter
for Art, but Mercury not only the common MERCURY, but also the

MER.CURY of the imperfect  bodies,  wherein then every Art ist  may

seek for his Matter,  i f  he wishes to reap the frui ts of  th is

Science, Iet  h im prefer th is before any other matter,  whether
sulphur ic,  unctuous or inf lammable.

0n1y the substance of  argent v ive,  that  most subt i t ,  indissol-
uble v iscous and l iv ing substar lce,  which cannot be burnt  in the
f i re,  is  the nearest  matter in our Art ,  and the nearest  matter
of  S01, & LUNA, th is is the matter which conquers the FIRE, and
is not conquered by the FIRE.

Artephius says p.  482, that  most subt i l  nature c leansed by
subl imat ion,  and page 453, th is FIRE is a certain middle substance
clear as f ine luNA, which ought to receive the Tinctures of  Sol
or IUNA, ( i .e.  REGULUS 0F ANTIMONY & IRON). Thus I  have said
enough of  the nearest  Matter of  Art ,  now I  wi lL say something
of the Eff ic ient  Cause without which nei ther Nature nor Art  can
produce anything.



In the Egg is hidden the ef f ic ient  cause to produce a chick,

and so i t  is  in animal-  seeds, and in vegetable seeds, and is

found no where e1se.

But in our nearest  metal l ic  matter,  i .e.  MERCURY this argent-

i f ic  or  aur i f ic  Ef f ic ient  Cause is not concealed in the same

manner as in an egg, in order to rnaturate every MERCURY into

SILVER or GOLD, bV no means, but must be introduced by nature

or by art ,  and thus is cal- l -ed a Form, which nevertheless is of  the

same MERCURIAT, Genius,  but of  a more noble and glor ious Form, and

must be absolutely LUNA or SOL. Therefore this form must be in-

t roduced by art ,  and this Form is the Eff ic ient  Cause.

Therefore in man, in his sperm lyeth concealed the ef f ic ient

cause of  generat ing human kind and no other,  and so in the pre-

ci-ous metals lyeth concealed this spermat ic Eff ic ient  Cause to
generate LUNA or SOL and no other.  I  say then, in s i lver lyeth
concealed the sperm or ef f ic ient  cause of  generat ing IUNA and in

S01, is found the sperm of generating S0l and LUNA both.
This Luni f ic  and Sol i f ic  Sperm or ef f ic ient  cause is nothing

else but the White and Red Tincture,  that  is  SOL or IUNA dissolved
natural ly,  and perfected by concoct ion,  and herein lays that  power
to make S01, & I,UNA, which fiery power has been increased by De-
coction. And although I-,UNA or S0T, are inanimate bodies, which
do not propagate in the mines, yet they can be made to multiply
by art  and the assistance of  nature,  when those bodies are dissolved
and disposed into seed or into that  qual i ty which performs the

Off ice of  Seed, and as we say that in a Dog is the ef f ic ient  cause
of producing a Dogr so is in I,UNA and SOtr the efficient cause
of multiplying IUNA & SOL in a Mffi.CURIAL pure body, a,s AUGUREIIUS
a true possessor of  the Phi losophers Stone has declared in his
l ,at in Verses. " fn auro Semina sunt aur i ,  quamvis abstrusa recedaut
longius.  "

i - .e.  " In GoId the Seeds of  Gold do l i -e,  though bur ied in ob-
q nr rn i  -Frr  l r
vvqA 

-  
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That qual i ty is a f iery qual i ty,  because the f iery qual i ty

is the most act ive Element,  so that ,  i f  i t  was not moderated by

the other Elements,  wherewith i t  is  mixed i t  would destroy al l
+L; 

-  - -u l r r r rE;D.

The argent i f ic  or  aur i f ic  ef f ic ient  cause is moved by means of

the f iery qual i ty,  as by an Instrument to cause our nearest  matter

to recieve that form of LUNA or SOL: The author intends to say:

"That the Universal  Agent of  nature,  the Electr ic FIRE manifested
in l ight, in Oxygen and in fl-aming FIRE, by him called the fiery
nr:ol  i * r r  an- iy4q44vr, ,  - -n,rously contained in the Concentrated marine acid,

wherewith you have previously c leansed your MERCURY by subl imat ion,

(ertephius p.  +82) and have converted that MERCURY into Secret

FIRE forces the REGULUS ANTIMONY&IRON to reeeive the Form of

S0I, ,  by i ts volat i l isat ion and by putr i fact ion,  and ul t imately

to cause a central  union of  the 3 pr ineiples in the black powder,

and complete f ixati-on and Regeneration in Tincture AJ.ba.

Secondary qual i t ies which der ive f rom the matter such as Tenui ty,

subt i l i ty  of  the matter,  assist  a lso,  not that  they act  as pr in-

c ipals,  but  as the Form does act  by the pr ior  and pr incipal  qual-

i t iesr so these act  wi th more power and better,  therefore the

matter acquires such a wonderful  tenui ty and subt i l i ty ,  that  i t

can quickly enter and penetrate our nearest  matter and concoct
af

But both qual i - t ies,  the pr imary as wel l  as the secondary qual i t ies,
as they are accidents,  they can be exal ted by art ,  and by such
an exal tat ion,  the sol i f ic  form ( the t incture) acts wi th more
power af ter  each exal tat ion,  a l though that form i tsel f  remains
the salne. These are the pr incipal-  Reasons of  the ef f ic ient  cause.

Tn nonfan*irr - r r  r ,vrrvuu.r f l .g any natural  th ing,  species is the f i rst  and pr in-
c ipal  ef f ic ienr cause.

Therefore the seed of  LUNA generates LUNA and the seed of  S0T,
generates LUNA & SOL in our nearest natter (REGULUS OF ANTIMONY
& rRoN).

+.



"ral i ty ( the secret  FIRE) and the subt i l i ty  of  ther | |ho Tr6Flr  
^ lY'

matter (Rebis)  does assist ,  as an instrument the enforming Facul ty,

to dissolve the Form (S0T,)  ( in Rebis)  and to concoct i t ,  by putre-

fact ion,  regenerat ion and f ixat ion.

The internal  power cannot act ,  i f  external  heat does not assist

the Internal ,  which would remain dormant and produce no ef fect .

The external-  warmth mult ip l ies the f iery qual i t ies 'concealed in

the sperm, bV gent le decoct ion.

The external  heat must move the internal  ef f ic ient  cause to

dissoLve and putrefy the mixture.

The Fire,  whereof I  have said,  that  i t  is  an assist ing ef f ic-

ient  qual i ty,  is  the CAUSE of dissolut ion.  I t  separates the

heterogenia and col lects the homogenia,  which is Argent v ive.

In al l  the metals is a crude or indef in i te Humid, which must be
concocted and determinated, that  i t  may be brought to the temper

of I ,UNA and SOL, then i t  wi l l  be a perfect  mixture.

Perfect ion is obtained by concoct ion.
The matter out of  which by the administrat ion of  ar t  the seed

of I ,UNA or SOf,  has proceeded, is Argent Vive,  but not crude but
concocted Argent Vive,  that  is  f ine IUNA or f ine S0I, ,  these must
be dissolved and IVIERCURIALIZED, before you can come at the seed.
This seed or sperm is hot and dry as every concocted concrete

is warm. But vulgar Argent Vive which is our nearest matter, and

which is contaj-ned in al l  the metals,  is  cold and humid, one more
than the other;  but  when the Sol i f ic  or  luni f ic  seed is mixed with

Argent Vj-ve they uni te easi ly on account of  the near ly related
or ig in,  and by fusion in the FIRE they are mixed and operate

because the f iery hot and dry qual i t ies of  the seed cause a rea-
ct ion in the cold and humid qual i t ies of  the Argent Vive.

Heat in hot water is introduced external ly,  but  in the seed
or Tj-ncture of  SOL or LUNA, i t  is  internal .

This is the cause, why 50L, or LUNA in their  own f ixt  nature,
hofnno fharr  ' r - 'e mercur ia l ised, cannot act  in MERCURY al though they



should be mixed therewith by f fa tum. But i f  you introduce

the temper of LUNA or S01, into vulgar MERCURY, or into the MER-

CURY of Bodies ( th is is ef fected by introducing the f iery MERCURY

of MARS into the MERCURY of ANTIMONY, when you make a REGULUS 0F

ANTIMONY & IRON) then a react ion wi l l  take place, and the mixture
rrr i  I  " l  norranlr ' ;  succeed, and the form of LUNA or SOL wi l l  be intro-
duced and a t inged metal-  wi l l  be obtained.

Now i f  you wish to choose vulgar argent v ive for  your near matter,

as a part  of  the Sol i f ic  or  Luni f ic  Seed, i t  must not be used

such as i t  is ,  when i t  comes from Spain and as i t  is  sold,  be-

cause in that  state of  crudeness i t  would be too disobedient to

the S0T, or LUNA, on account of  i ts  humid, cold,  crude and indeter-
minated humidi ty,  and therefore i t  wi l l  take a long t imer a.s there

have been some amongst the Ancients who have made use of  vulgar
argent v ive,  but could not absolve their  work in less than three
years or two at  least ,  Vet th is even could not be accompl ished
but by the fo l lowing methods.

Such common argent v ive must f i rst  be depurated of  a l l  i ts  super-
f luous humidi ty,  but  so that i t  keep i ts natural  f lu id i ty,  and then
it may be united with either SOL or IUNA, and such a MERCURY is
then cal Ied animated argent v ive.

Now as in animaL bodies the anima, T, i fe or Spir i t  is  the pr in-
c ip le and cause of  heat,  so is SOL or LUNA the pr inciple of  heat
in argent v ive,  which otherwise would be too coId,  and could
effect  nothing; but the animated argent v ive as i t  conceals in
i tsel f  the form of SOL or T,UNA, and actual ly does possess, i t  is
better than vulgar argent v ive and is the nearest  matter to S0l
and LUNA and can by i tsel f ;  only by assistance of  external  heat,
i.n a l itt le t ime be dig.ested or transmuted. into S0I, or IUNA.
(This Phi l -a l -etha does conf i rm the same in Secrets Revealed).

The most ancient Phi losophers have discovered 2 ways to ef fect
th is animat ion and conjunct ion .

The f i rst  way was, that  they be conjoined or uni- ted wi th ruNA



or S0T, by an easy yet phi losophical  process, wi th vulgar argent

vive,  or  wi th argent v ive of  bodies,  so f i rmly that  those 2 coul-d

not be separated from each other by the FIRE, which they then

chose for their  genuine Argent Vive.  But th is they have, 8s the

pr incipal  part  of  our art ,  concealed with the greatest  care,  and

when they came to the sol-ut ion,  they said that  the hardest work

was done, then they have added LUNA or SOL and brought the whole

to perfect ion,  as you wi l l -  f  ind by that which fo l - l -ows. (The
ncr^fcnt i  nn nr imner fent i  nn nf  * l ' ra nanfan* ^F in^anfa^t  metalsvv vrvrr  vr  r l r r l r ,vr  rvv v4vl I  va v l tv ! ,v!  

rvv u v!  l r r r iJv!  !vv

does not consist  in their  external  EARTH or sulphur but depends

on the internal IVIERCURIAI, substance, and according as that MER-

CURY is crude or digested so is the metal  imperfect  or  perfect

and pure,  and not as i t  contains more or less sulphur t  e la.Ttz
or faeces, because they can al l  be separated from the perfect

metals,  and their  central  pur i ty is manifested; on the contrary
those impuri t ies st i f ly  adhere wi th the imperfect  metals r  so that
one is i ron,  another copper,  another lead & etc.  aJ.rd as they are
^ ' l ' I  

. ,^^f . ,1 t \arr-  r , rDEJ-L. . r I  qod has ordained i t  so).
The Second Way of  Animat ion and sol-ut lon,  which is accompl ished

by art i f ic iaL conjunct ion,  was, that  the ancient phi losophers

reduced the preci-ous metals S01, & LUNA to a vegetat ing nature,
ei ther by means of  pure vulgar Argent v ive,  i .e.  by ani-mated

MERCURY, which they named THEIR MERCURY, in a longer or shorter
t ime, so that their  IUNA or SOL vegetated vis ib ly in the glass,
and exhibi ted a l i t t le forest ,  which grew upwards l ike pret ty
l i t t le t rees,  wi th branches and leaves, f rom which phenomenon
it  has been cal- led Li l ly ,  and Hermes his Tree, that  is  vegetat ing
S01,,  and Hermes himsel f  has cal led such SOL the Flowers of  SOL.
This Tree they have f ixt  and perfected, when they took vulgar
yet highly pure Argent v ive for  their  nearest  matter,  bv subt i l
manegement of  the FrRE on which this whole art  most ly depends,
in one Year, but by means of animated. Argent vive, which they
have cal led their  ant imonial  Argent v ive (Artephius) they have
sometimes accompl ished their  work in I  months t ime.
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When they had accompl ished this,  they have said that  they now
possessed the greatest  Treasure in Nature,  and truly i t  is  no
otherwise, as I  have seen i t ,  wi th one of  my good fr iends, there-
fore I  wr i te th is f rom true exper ience, and so I  send i t  to you.

Thls they have cal led their  SaI alcal- i ,  Sal  ammoniac,  their
arsenic,  ashes of  ashes, sulphur of  sulphur,  and the secret  of
Art I ( i. e. REGUT,US 0F AI\IIMONY & IRON ) and this is the genuine
MEROURY of the phi losophers,  not  of  the vulgar MERCURY, th is is
the WATER of SOL' and the Seal  of  l rma ( the sealed fountain of
Count Bernhard) and the true Medium to uni te the Tinctures.
This has the nature of the superiour a:rd. inferi-our, and is the
Medium between the cold and warm, and between the humid and dry.

(This Medium seems to me to prove, that  th is author has made
use of  the Secret  FIRE).

(sof t  and hard,  f ix t  and volat i Ie,  col-d.  and warm, humid and dry).
This is the genuine undoubted solut ion of  the phi losophers,

on which the foundat ion does rest ,  th is is the t rue subl imat ion
and cal-einat ion of  the Phi losophers,  whereby the phi losophers
S0I, ( IRON in the REGULUS OF ANTIM0NY & IRON) and the philosophers
I-,una (REGuLus) are exalted in power and dignity above vulgar
SOL and LUNA.

Therefore i t  is  cal led our very sharp v inegar (Artephius) which
converts LUNA and S0l into a Spirit, and this is the first part
of  their  work.  Af terwards they div ided i t ,  according to their
pleasure in 2 parts,  some Ln j  works,  a l though there are but Two,
that is the work of Luna and the work of Sol.

Therefore they have said that  they have comprehended. Heaven
and Earth,  the Super iors and Infer iors the Coarses.t  a ld the most
Subt i l ,  in the Spir i t  and body ( in secret  FIRE and Rebis) Because
in th is Work is t ru ly,  what al l  the phi losophers d.esire,  the body
of luna and Sol  (Rebis)  converted. into a Spir i t ,  ( i .e.  volat i l ised)
in which spir i t  the Elements are concealed, and this is the t rue
and genuine Phi losophical  separat ion of  the ELements,  whereof alL



the phi losophical  books make

and without th is separat ion

Art .

ment ion,  but dark and obscurely,

very l i t t le can be ef fected in th is

In this our Li1ly (Regulus of ANTIMONY & IRON) are contained

EARTH, AIR, WATER and FIRE and this our separation of Elements

is widely di f ferent f rom the separat ion of  Sophists,  who from

dead matters wherein there is nei ther f ix i ty or power,  presume

to separate the Elements,  and such matters are Wine, Ur ine,  and
other th ings, whi-ch are dead subjectsg VITRIOL, NITRE, and in
numerable unmetall-ick lhings, whi-ch have no communication with
metal l ick natures,  whereof you are to beware.

Because our WATER j-s made r so as to be permanent IVATER which
carucot be obtained but f rom a f ixt  ever last ing Root,  agreeable
to Nature,  because necessi ty requi-res that  each Thing when dis-
solved by another Thing, should ascend and must be of  the sel f
same nature wi th the Dissol-vent.

Gold and Si lver are ever last ing bodies,  therefore the humidi ty
or the WATER (the Iff iRCURY) which is extracted out of them, bV
means of the MERCURIAI WATER (REGUIUS 0F AI{TIMONY & IRON & SECRET
FIRE' AZOTH) is permanent,  and al though this Treasure of  Treasures
surpasses al l  other Treasures,  a l though our SOl,  does not appear
therein by sight (i.e. fRoN in the REGUrus and in Azoth) yet in
i ts operat ion and ef fect  i t  is  central ly RED, nevertheless th is
our volati le Red SOL ( the fiery IVIERCURY OF IRON ) is not yet f ixed ,
but can be fixt very easily in the Root of sor, & LUNA, when your
SOL or T,UNA has been reduced into MERCURY ( i .e.  has been volat i l - -
ised) (MERCURIAIISED).

Our l iI1y (REculus oF AI\TrMoNy & rRoN) is retrogradated (into
Azoth) and af terwards uni ted wi th the precious metal  (sot)  by
putr i fact ion and f ixed in Tincture ALba et  Rubia.

rn th is Retrogradat ion (when the REGULUS becomes a I iquid. ,
unctuous Azoth).  The Second Work (of  Digest ion) commences as in
the first work nothing else but the WATER (REGUT,US OF AI{TIMoNY
& IRON) ana the subject  of  our stone, (Rebis)  has been composed,
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which subject  is  Vegetable,  Animal,  and Mineral .

l - .  I t  is  Vegetable because i t  grows and is nour ished.

2.  I t  is  Animal because i t  possesses an animated l iv ing Spir i t

and as Hermes says the Wind carr ies i t  in i ts bel ly,  that  is  our

Spir i t ,  cal led Magnesia (REGUIUS 0F AI{TIMONY & IRON) carr ies

the Soul  of  So1 and Luna (  of  Rebis )  invis ib l -y yet  essent i -a l ly
1n 1TA r \Al  l1/vv44J .

3, I t  is  Mineral  because i t  is  made out of  the t rue Mines (ANTI-

MONY & IRON). Here now I  have explained to you the Subject ,  the
precious Gif t  of  God, and the most subt i l  Way of  the most anci-ent

Phi losophers by which you may understand, where the Phi losophers
speak the Truth and agree. And here I have unveiled to an in-
te l l igent mind where the Phi losophers speak by metaphores and
simi l - i tudes to deceive and confound the r :nwise and fool-s,  so
that you need not be mi-s lead any longer!

The first mentioned animated vulgar Argent Vive which is the
nearest  matter to sOL and r ,uNA can by decoct ion,  in a part icular
way be perfected, but th is costs much trouble,  much t ime, and
yields less prof i t .

But I  admonj-sh you and al l  lovers of  th is science to rel inquish
al l  part icular ways, as tedious and uncertain,  but  to pursue the
genuine Universal way to obtain the true Tincture.

For such as by a particular way Work with Vulgar Argent vive
animated, or with MERCURY of SATURN, JUPITffi., VEI{US, I,UNA and IriARS,
f ix such a MERCURY by concoct ion,  they must wi th much trouble
artd l-abour first extract such a IVERCURY of bodies, and must purify
i t  of  i ts  superf luous humidi ty,  as much as i f  i t  were vulgar
argent vive, and moreover they must inpregnate their MERCURY with
the Form of S0l  or  IUNA, and al- I  that  is  not yet  enough, but is
is also necessary to impregnate the Form of sol  or  luNA with a
fiery and active quality to be capable of acting in their MERCURy,
and then they must perfect  i t  by decoct ion.

But th is is not the s imple,  near and natural  way. Therefore
I  do admonish the Lover of  our Div ine Science to take oains and

10.



learn to understand the ancient phi losophers,  what they have

wisely hidden from the unworthy, and he wil-I f ind that the true

universal  way is s imple and easy.

The Phi losophers have especial ly concealed 3 th ings; the Matter '

the Eff ic ient  Cause and the P1ace.

The Matter f rom which Wheat is generated and mult ip l ied is

Wheat,  the Eff ic ient  Cause resides part ly in the grain of  Wheat

( the Germ),  part ly in the Sunrs Light arr .d Heat (oxygen) part ly

in the Air  (oxygen),  part ly in the humour of  the Earth (oxygen

in the NITRE) and in Rain WATER, and Dew, (the same oxygen in

NITRE, whereof the atmosphere is full, and impregnate Rain WATER

and Dew, Snow, Hai l  and al l  the metheores).

The Pl-ace is wel l  dunged, ploughed, harrowed or wel l  prepared

ground. Just  so is i t  in our t ru ly Natural  Art .  N.B. The Matter

wherein the Aur i f ic  Seed is concealed, born and regenerated is

Gold,  h ighly pure,  as the Ground is Our Animated Argent Vive
(REGUIUS 0F ANTIMoNY & IRoN).

This Matter the Philosophers have called by the barbarous name

of Rebis,  because i t  is  composed (ex v ina Re) f rom 2 Things, which

by long decoct ion are converted into one species (azoth and sophic
lnq.p nrrpw \
t rpr \vvrLl  / .

The Eff ic ient  Cause l ies part ly concealed in the S01,,  and is
i ts Central  L ight  and FIRE (Ripley's FIRE of Nature) part ly in
our animated MERCURY (Ripleyrs unnatural FIRE; MERCURY 0F MARS)
partly in our internal- and external Heat, which is compared to the
Heat of  Sun-shine, (Ripleyrs FIRE against  Nature,  i .e.  the uni-
versal  Agent of  Nature speci f icated in sea SAIT, in i ts concen-
trated ACID wherewith MERCURY is c leansed by subl imat ion,  (kt-
dphius p.  +BZ) and converted into FIRE against  Nature).  (The
place is the ground wel l  prepared to receive the Seed i .e.  REGULUS
0F ANTIMoNY & rRoN).

The Place is also the furnace, cal led Athanor,  wherein is placed
the TRIPOS ARCANI,  and the Glass containing the Matter.  (he means
the Tr ipod and the glass).

11.



(Many phi losophers have made use of  a Tr ipod, in the room of

sand or ashes. I f  you consider that  the Glass when placed in a

r ing wi th 3 legs,  standing in an empty cast  i ron pan, wi th lamp

heat or any other heat under i t ,  so that  the heated air  c i rculat-
ing round the r ing and glass,  your matter must of  necessi ty recei-ve

a more equal  heat al l  round, than when you place your glass in

hot sand or ashes, when the bottom must receive the greatest  heat,
and the upper part  much less,  Vet Flamel,  Ripley,  and Phi la letha
have used sand or ashes).

The humour in the ground mixed with WATER, assisted by the
air  and warmth of  the Sun Beams ,  d issol-ves the grain of  Wheat,
which however nei ther dies nor putref ies,  but  swel leth and bursts
open, artd af ter  th is dissolut ion the Germ fol- lows, whi-ch is nearest
matter of  the plant and future seed.

Now i t  groweth,  is  d igested and mul- t ip1ies,  unt i l  f  inal ly i t
comes to maturity during the sunmer season by continual Solar
Heat.  Dur ing th is t ime of  maturat ion i t  passes through di f ferent
colours and states.  Apply th is s imi l i tude to our Work.

Our Argent Vive dissolves the S01 ( in Rebis)  and when the dis-
solut ion is perfected, the Germ is generated, which is the
nearest  matter of  the Sol i f ic  and l ,uni f ic  Seed, that  is  of  the
Red and White Tincture,  which by cont inual  concoct ion increases
in strength,  unt i l  i t  becomes f inal ly a Red Massa, whi-ch is hard
l ike a gIass,  f rom which ci rcumstance i t  has been cal led Lapis
or a Stone.

(This does not exact ly agree with Phi la letha and other phi lo-
sophers,  but  i t  might have been so with him, f rom a di f ferent
method of  working, or a di f ferent degree of  heat,  he seems to have
passed over the White,  which must preceed the Red, and he has
given so much heat at  the end, so as to v i t r i fy  h is Red solubre
powder,  whereby he must have lost  the Glor ious Medicine, which
has happened to many. Phi la letha in Secrets Revealed warns us nor
to v i t r i fy  the Red powder by too much heat) .
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You must break the glass,  and take out the Stone, th is you

must beat to a f ine POWDER and put i t  into a new earthen RETORT
and lute i t ,  and l -et  i t  s tand B days and nights in a charcoal
FIRE in a calc i -n ing not melt ing heat in a st i l l  FIRE, and the
matter wi l l  increase in Redness and wi l l -  become a deep purple
Red, l ike coagulated blood.

A blaclcness wi l l -  set t le on the bottom of the cRUcrBLE, which
must be separated and thrown away, ( th is proves what I  say,  h€
has forced the work by too much heat,  and has burnt  part  of  the
matter,  especial ly dur ing his calc inat ion in the cRUcrBlE).
i f  we r ight ly proceed we can have no CAPUT MORTUUM.

During the t ime of  decoct ion,  we see as many corours as there
appear in Fl-owers and plants,  yet  the Art ists not ice only I  pr in-
c ipal  coLours,  vLz.  B1ack, Whj- te and Red.

When i t  arr ives at  the White i t  is  cal led the Argent i f ic  Seed,
whi-ch has the power to transmute every MERcuRy into pure LUNA,
but when i t  is  brought to perfect  Redness, i t  is  then the Aur i f ic
(aoA

rn th is work we do not want many furnaces nor vessels,  one
furnace and one glass is enough.

We only make use of  SOL and our Argent Vive.
wi th one ounce of  sOL at  most you have enough for l i fe,  and

afterward there is no need of  adding any more Sol ,  and the lvork
requires not much care,  when once i t  is  inclosed in the g1ass,
i t  is  never moved rrnt iL the ' last  ner feot ion hv deenet i6p is ob-
ta ined.

And you have nothing to mind but the Fire,  vou need not . to be
hindered in your usual  occupat ion,  and no body need to know what
you are doing.

This powder,  the Argent i f ic  or  Aur i f ic ,  af ter  i t  has been once
perfected, i t  t inges from that moment 2OO and more parts of  Argent
vive into LUNA or so] , ,  according as the stone is,  whi te or Red
and constringes the MERCURY in an instant - and lrnur rJJNA or SOL

t l



in the SOL, af ter  the SOL has been dissolved in i ts own proper

humidity or Argent Vive (REGUIUS 0F ANTIM0NY & MARS) by a slow

temperate decoct ion,  and this f iery qual i ty al though pre-exist-

ent in the SOL, la id dormant,  but  by solut ion and concoct i -on is

rendered act ive not otherwise than that power which lays concealed

in the eSBr also which af terwards by the warmth of  the s i t t ing

hen, is st i r red up or exci ted (Pontanus) and the Chick is formed

which is more noble and more perfect  than the egg. In the same

manner this our Aurif ic Seed (TINCTURE RUBEA) is much more nobl-e

and glor ious than the S0l ,  f rom which i t  has proceeded. Al though

the SOL had before a power of  mult ip l icat ion in possibi l i ty ,  and

as much FfRE as i t  wanted for i ts own existance or perfect i -on,

yet i t  possessed no facul ty of  act ing beyond i t ,  therefore i t

cannot perfect  the mixture of  Argent Vive or other imperfect  metals,
so as to exal t  themr &s the Aur i f ic  or  Argent i f ic  Seed ( i .e.  the
Red or White El- ix i r )  can do, which possesses both facul t ies of
possibi l i ty  and of  act ion.

But i t  is  st i l l  more wonderful ,  that  such f iery powers and
qual i - t i -es,  by a Rei terat ion of  the Work,  can be augmented or
mult ip l ied inf in i te ly.

When once you have produced this Aur i f ic  Seed (Tincture Rubia)
out of SOL, and you mi-x it de novo with its own Humidity (REGUI,US

0F AI{TIMONY & MARS) in the r ight  proport ion,  d issolve that Seed
therein as before Fnd in temperate heat decoct i t ,  i t  again is
converted but in a shorter t ime, and with an augmentation of its
fnnmor h^,a '6F into a deep Red Powder,  and the of tener th is workyvYvvr t

of mult ip l icat ion is repeated, the quicker,  sooner and easier
i t  is  absolved, each t ime with a more powerful  operat ion,  because
homogeneous metal- l ic  mixts,  when they are de novo dissolved and
uni ted, they obtain each t ime greater power and vir tue than they
had before,  when they were combined but once. A simi l i tude taken
from FIRE, which is mult ip l iable by i ts own invis ib le nr ineinle
and fuel  to lpf i rn i t r r



is equal in virtue or quality to any fine LUNA or S0l, nay even

f iner.

(The Author ment ions here that he only uses SOL and our Argent

Vive,  i .e.  he only uses Rebis,  REGUI,US 0F SOL, The Quest ion is,

whether th is can be done? Should i t  be feasible,  then you have

here the Brassfounders process at  once, as appears f rom his con-

versat ion wi th Dr.  Helvet ius,  when he said to him "Know that the

Chalybs of  Sendivogius is that  very metal l - ic  Mercur ia l  Humidi ty,

wherewith we cart ,  wi thout using any Corrosi-ve,  in an open CRUCIBIE,

extract  the t inging Rays and separate them from the bodies of

SOL and LUNA, and af terwards ref ix the volat i le TINCTURE.

I  do not conceive that th is Authors Red I INCTURE immediately
af ter  i ts f i rst  perfect ion,  wi thout being melted with SOL, should
immediately,  as he asse:: ts,  t ransmute 200 and more parts of  MER-
CURY into SOL, whi lst  a l l  other Phi losophers ment ion only 10
parts.  I t  seems in some places, as i f  he had made use of  the
secret  FIRE with Rebis,  but  here he says dist inct ly that  he only
made use of SOL and his Argent Vive (REGULUS 0F ANTIMONY & MARS)

- /i f  th is can Ue done without adding the secret  FIRE, then we have

to consider:

1. That the REGUIUS ANTIMONY & MARS cannot act in the SOL, except

the matter is kept in constant fusion, then a React ion must take

pIace, and the stronger wi l l  conquer the weaker.

2.  Without the Universal  Agent in the marine acid in the secret

FIRE, we must miss the glor ious Medicine, al though an excel lent

Medicine may be obtained by infusing the Red Glass in White Wine

or in S.V.R.;  th is the Brassfounder possessed.

This however is so weighty that  i t  wel l  deserves a ser ious

thought,  and some exper iments ) . .
qI l
9. D.

The Cause of this wonderful effect in the Transmutation is that
f iery quar i ty in the sot (FrRE of Nature) which has been mult ip l i -ed

' r  , l
J-'Y .



It appears that I have wrote more than I intended, concerning

these great matters,  yet  f  am not sorry that  you should obtain

a fundamental and just l i :nowledge of Our Art, and that you may

get c lear of  sophistry and be able to dist inguish the Truth f rom

falsehood.

Al though I  could say much of  the pract ique, of  the t rue waV'

of  the beginni-ng, middle and end of  th is Div ine science, Vet I

thought i t  necessary to wr i te th is Theory f i rst  and send i t  to

you.

First  that  you might by th is comprehend the pract ice the better,

secondly that I might be sure, that these my writ ings have come

safe into your hands. Whoever has this Writing and comprehends

my meaning, to him the Door is already opened, and has no need

to wander about in darkness or in doubt. I deny not, that in this
present Century (1600) new and shorter processes have been dis-

covered to arr ive to the desired end, but I  assure Vou, those

shorter ways are subject  to much more uncertainty,  t rouble and

expence, and cannot be mult ip l ied l ike the s imple works of  the

Ancients,  who traveJ- led s lowIy but safely.  Therefore I  f in ish

here the method of  the Ancient Phi losophers.
There is another later way, also proceeding from the R00T (S0T,)

and first Matter (REGUI,US 0F ANTIMONY & MARS) Uut this principle

consists in 3 Pr inciples,  v iz.  in MERCURY, SUT,PHUR and SAIT, and
here is the di f ference, that  the ancient phi losophers obtained
their end not by using the FIRST MATTER, but only the SECOND AND

NEAREST MATTER, in regard of the mixture, as they did not lcrow

TIIE VERY FIRST MATTER. The more modern philosopher has an advan-

tage here that he has discovered THE FIRST MATTER 0F All THINGS,
(oxygen in the secret  FIRE) which he found to consist  in.3 pr in-

ciples MERCURY, SUI,PHUR and SAIT , and by these means he is also
arr ived at  the desired end, in a shorter t ime, yet  fo l - lowing the
process of  the ancients (wi th 2 pr inciples,  as I  have said and
done) in the second work of  d igest ion,  but not in the f i rst  Work

of Solut ion.

IA



This f have from a
earnest requestr  Vou
and not publ ish i t .

s lncere heart
wi l l  keep this

communicated to you, wi th
as a secret  for  yoursel f ,

(The author means to say that those who work with 3have followed the way of the Ancients in the second
gest ion,  but not in the f i rst  Work of  Solut ion).

Finis.

pr inciples

Work of Di-

I7.



A Translat ion of  a few Sentences from di f ferent Authors quoted

by Dr.  Becher in his Concordant ia Chymica.

p.  1BB. Solomanrs Song. Chapter 4i  vs.  !2.  A garden i -nclosed

is my sister,  my spouse. A Spr ing shut up, a fountain Sealed.

Although the prodestant Church and the Clerglg, even Dr. luther

himsel f  explain Soloman's Song to represent Chr ist  and his Church,

I  say i t  is  fa lse,  Soloman never thought of  Chr ist  when he wrote

that songr or in that  same song he woul-d not have related how

many women he had in his Harem, Ch. 6.  vr .  8. ,  there are 3 score

queens and 4 score concubines and virgins wi thout number.  This

has very l i t t l -e connect ion wi th Chr ist  and his Church, Soloman

wrote that  song, which is an Epic Poem in Hebrew, to cel-ebrate
the Grand Work of the L. P. with this Work he has intermixed by

way of  metaphore the Beaut ies of  h is beloved and favour i te Sul-
tana, probably a daughter of  Pharao, King of  Egypt,  Cln.  ?.  vs.

I  & 2.  smel leth a l i t t l -e of  Bawdy, very i l1 adapted to Chr ist  and

the Church.
In I-,ady Mary Montaguers letters you find a pattern of a Turkish

love Letter in the same Eastern sty le,  as Solomanrs Song. So
we wil l leave fanaticism to the preachers and return to common
sense and sound phi losophy, especial ly when we f ind expressions

that are used by other Al-chemical  phi losophers and Adepts,  'The
Inclosed Garden (see Flamel)  is  the Glass."  Sister and Spouse
of Sol is REGULUS 0F AI{TIMONY & MARS, the Spring Shut Up is I,tlER-
CURY SUBI,IMATE, the Seal-ed Fountain is REGUIUS 0F ANTIMONY & MARS,
see Ripley Revived and Count Bernard Trevisan, and other philo-
sopners.

Ch. +.  vs.  16. ,  "Awake O North Wind! Come Thou South!
begin wi th a gent le heat!  See De la Br ie.

What busi-ness has this wi th the Chureh of  Chr ist?

"f ,et  my beloved (SOL) come into his Garden & etc.

i .e.

ro.



"  J-90. Soon af ter  the conjunct ion in the glass,  i t  begins to

turn bLack, and the second true solut ion is at  hand, and this is

a certai-n taken that the Work wi l ]  proceed r ight ly.

BONELEUS. In 40 days and nights the upper part wil-l be Black

and fluid l ike pitch, and this is a sign that the YEIT,OW BODY

in the bottom (S01,)  is  t ru ly converted into MERCURY.

THEOPHRASTUS. T,et the matter stand in the anthanor unti l- of

i tsel- f  wi thout adding anything, i t  begins to dissol-ve per s€,  on

the superf ic ies of  the matter,  and a l i t t le Is land appears in the

middl-e of  the Ocean, th is Blaclceess is the Bird,  which f l ies by

night t ime without wings, which Bird is converted into a Raven

by the Dew, which ascends and descends almost impercept ib ly,  Vet
continually.

AIANUS. Do not think that this TINCTURE is extracted al-I at

once or in a short  t ime, no! But only a l i t t le and by l i t t le

imperceptibly day by day blacker and bl-acker, unti l in a long

t ime perfect  Blaclcness i -s obtained.

Sotoman's Song Ch. 1.  vs.  5. ,  I  am black but comelyr vs .  6. ,

look not upon me (do not dispise me) because I  am bIack,  because

the Sun (gent le heat)  has looked upon me. & etc.  (denotes putre-

fact i -on).

TURBA PHILOSOPHORUM p. l-92. When temperate heat does act in

humid IViERCURIAI bodies,  i t  generates blaclc:ess,  whereby the Germ

of your Stone is generated; and when l0 days have passedr we have

seen the Redness of  the Carbuncle which is our Adrop, Uziphur,

and our Red lead. (Ripley has borrowed this very same expression

from the Turba Phi losophorum).

Solomancs Song Ch. 2.  vs" 10. My beloved (S0I)  spoke and said

unto me, r ise up my love3 My fair  One! And come awayt vs.  LZi

The fl-owers appear on the Earth. (my l,ove, fry fair One is R.

Alba) fne Winter is past,  ( i .e.  putrefact ion in blaclmess is
passed) the Rain is over,  ( i .€.  the Circulat ing Dew or Azoth is
dr ied up) the f l -owers appear,  ( i .e.  the beaut i fu l  Colours appear

before perfect  Whiteness is obtained).

19.



Vs. L3 &l-4.  Ar ise my Love, f rV fa i r  one and come away! 0 my

Dove, that  ar t  in the Clef ts of  the Rock, Iet  me see thy Count-

enance, thy Countenance is comely.  (The King watching his Work

attent ively sees the approaching glor ious White Tincture 
'  

shini-ng

l ike 0r iental  pear ls) .

p.  L93. Caesar longinus of  the War of  the Serpent Python(MER-

CURY SUBLIMATE with Phoebus; SOL in Rebus).

There was a terribl-e l ightning between the Elements, and the

Water (Azoth) covered the whole Earth.  Rebus and MERCURY see

Noahrs Flood in Ripley.

But our strong Glants (n[ERcuRY SUBI,IMATE AND THE REGUIUS) con-

t inued f ight ing wi thout remission, night and day, whereby the

humidi ty was al l  dr ied up.

"Those Giants fought our wonderfully sma1l Dwarf, (the SOL in

Rebis,  who is the smal lest  or  l -east  in weight:  only the I /7 ,  the

i/4, the L/LOr or the L/l.zth. part of the whole, according to

the di f ferent proport ions of  d i f ferent phi losophers,  such as

Aurel ia occul ta,  Senior,  LuLl ius,  Ripley,  F1amel & etc.  But our

Dwarf ,  bJ a miracle of  God, conquered at  l -ast ,  caught the Giants

and bound them. (SOL f ixt  the whole).

ALAI{US p. J-9L. The putrefaction of the body is the beginning

of our work,  and is ef fected by gent le heat,  for  th is reason that

i t  rnay not descend, because as of ten as i t  ascends, a separat ion

of MERCURY from the body takes p1ace, which must not be unti l the

MERCURY (REGULUS) and the Anima of S0T,, are united, and perfectly

conjoined i -n One Essence, in perfect  b l -aclceess.

VENTURA. p.  196. I t  is  necessary that  your putr id black matter

be washed and pur i f ied,  and the longer the water stands on the

EARTH the mere the EARTH will be purif ied.
p.  J-97. When the Matter is become White,  then the Spir i t  ( IVER-

CURY SUBLIMATE) is coagulated with the body, $ou must wait a long
t ime before that  Coagulat ion,  resembl ing f ine pear ls,  takes p1ace.

ROSARIUM. When you see that Whiteness appear,  superemi-nent

au.



above al l  other colours,  then you may be certain that  Redness

is concealed in that  br i l l iant  whi teness, then you need not take

out that  whi teness, but you may boi l  your €BB, unt i l -  i t  becomes

Red, and truLy Red, because the more Red i t  is  the more i t  is

worth.  And the more i t  is  boi led,  the more i t  is  worth.

CHIRSTOPHORUS PARISINSIS. Therefore proceed with the Phi lo-

sophical  FIRE (AZOTH) unt i l  Whiteness is past,  and unt i l -  af ter

some Citron Yel low Colours,  a Red Colour fo l l -ows l ike Scar let ,

which is the highest Tincture AIba, and although you have this

Colour nevertheless l -et  the Glass stand 6 weeks or 2 months longer

without opening i t ,  and i t  wi l l  become more beaut i fu l  and deeper

coLoured, and r icher,  and you are the more sure of  perfect  Fixat-

ion.

ISAACUS HOIIANDUS p. 108. If you work with a small FIRE espec-

ia l ly  in the beginning, the matter does better retain i ts own

humidi ty (MERCURIAI) .

The Matter is not congealed into a hard stone, l ike a glass

or crystal ,  which is melted in a v io lent heat,  but  i t  must be

congealed into a soft POWDER, which flows like wax over a sma1l
heat.

He that governs his matter by a gent le heat,  he can come to
that mystery and hi-s matter wil l not be vitrif ied, and wil l always

remain soluble in every stage, of  the Work.  But by a v io lent
heat the matter is v i t r i f ied,  indurated so that i t  looses i ts

solubi l i ty  except you lcrow with a great deal  of  labour,  to restore
i_t .

ARNOIDUS DE VILIA NOVA. 0 Ye unlearned Artists: Why do you

raise such a v io lent heat? In a v i -oLent heat the Matter is des-
troyed and vi t r i f . ied.  A11 phi losophers have said,  beware of
v i t r i f icat ion!  Because i t  does not belong to our Stone to be
Vitr i f ied.  Therefore roast him gent ly in al l  h is changes, and you
wi l l  get  the science, and i f  you act  otherwi-se,  you wi l l  not  enjoy
the frui t  of  your Labours.  SOII  DEO GLORIA.

Finis.
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B.M. f 5549 (additional M.S.)

Take one and a hal f  ouxces of  1ameI of  steeL and calc ine that in
a pot of  earth 7 days and longer i f  i t  be need t i1 l  i t  be very

red. Then take it out from the fire and keep it clean from dust

and from all manner of f i l th t i l l  that your corrosive waters be

truly made under that form.

Take tincture of Roman Vitriol- ( 1 part ) and tincture of Sal-t

Petre * part, and 2/3 ounces of good Vermill ion and grind all
together upon a marble Stone. Then put al l  the foresaid matters
in a st i l l -ator ie of  g lass wel l  covered with a bl ind aLembick wel l
luted (1uto Sapienae),  then when the lute is dry,  put  your vessel
in balneo hot,  seven days-Hoc Facto- Queneh the f i re and when i t
is  a l l  cold set  that  said glass in a dry furnace with ashes, and
do away the blind coverature, and lute a head with alembic upon
the said glass, luto Sapienae. And make first a lent f ire under
the furnace' t i11 that thou think that all the faint waters be
drawn by the said Alembic into a receiver, and look that the
joints be wel l  luted-Hoc Facto- Reserve that water in a Vessel
of  gIass,  and lute another receiver,  or  the same, to thy pipe,

luto Sapi-enae, and set the same vessel in the furnace and increase
the fire more and more ti l l- a1l the good water be drawn.

And also that all the said vermill ion that is in the said glass

be subl imed up into the head of  the said glass.

Then take the said glass from the furnace and take the water
that is l-ast drawn and dissolve in that same water one ounce of
Sal Amnonj,ack and all that is sublimed up into the head of the said
glass; take it and grind it up on a Marble Stone with the said
lame1 of  steel-  that  is  caLcined before,  a l l  together very smal l - .

Then dissolve the matters with your water that the said Sal
Ammoni.ac is dissol-ved in,  a l i t tLe and a I i t t le,  wi th 2 or 3
glasses under th is form.

1.



This is

No other

He that

A11 his

the way of  smoothness

way hath Hermes

taketh more or less

work is l - ike to Bes.

Finis.
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TO TIIAKE THE LIKEIIESS OF A UESETABIE

Sloane nSS 699, page 166

Rx. May Dew, and set i t  to putrefy in a c lose glass;  then dis-
t i l l -  i t ,  and out of  the feces extract  a sal t  accordi-ng to Art .
Take of  th is sal t  1 ounce and of  the dist i l led water 2 pints.

What herbs you would see, take a handful-  or  two of  their  Seed.
and powder it; And pour on it the Water so much as the water may
remain three f ingers higher than the seed that l ies in i t ,  and
put that  Sal t  and dist i l led water of  Dew and the Seed.s together,
into a strong glass and. lute i t  or  seal_ i t  hermet ical ly;  (N.8.
The glass must be high enough to take the representat ion of  the
plant) .  Then set the glass two feet in horse-dung for 14 d.ays,
and the matter shall- become thick; And then set it in your Chamber
where is clear l ight. And in the night when the moon clearly
shines in,  when i t  is  bad weather.  secure your bott l_e and so
keep i t  thus t i l1 i t  is  dry.

And when you please to see the flowers and. plant you must set
the glass in a l itt l-e warm sand and. so in a moment; as it were
comes the plant and flowers up. And when you take the heat away
the Fl-ower and plant goes.

Finis.

1.



The

SEGRET FlJt!"r,i," PHILOSOPHERS
No Author or Date

This,  as i t  is  the highest Mystery of  Nature,  so i t  is  the
greatest  secret  of  the phi losophers:  The f i re of  the per ipatet_
icks is dry;  but  that  of  the hermet ic phi losophers is noist .

The common people calcine and burn with a cul_inary fire r w€
with a cl-ean a'd chrystalrine riquor; for our fire is a sulphur-
eous Water' and the Spiritual Seed of Sulphur, which is our Mer-
cury:  So with the mercur ia l  moistness is the Matter of  our f i re.
As the kindled oi1 in the lamp is the matter of the r,ight, and
by such a matter is augmented..

Nothing is so dark and obscure as the fire, and nothing is more
oceult than the manner of od.ering and governing it.

Pontartus af ter  he Isrew the true matter (as himsel f  confesses)
erred above 200 t imes, before he could perfect  the work,  because
he lorew not th is f i re.

The lanowledge of  i t  is  so necessary,  that
Society of  the Sons of  Art  met together on
the Great Work so that they should. mani.fesr
of  i t .

After various opinions were brought forth and eonversed. anong
them; the Yor.rngest of the company being asked. what he lcnew of
that Mystery' answered. That he understood the fire and its Regi-
ment, whereupon all rose up and gave hin the pre-eminencyr 4s
the chief  Master of  th is secret ,  for  he carr  easi ly perform al l
things who knows it, and without its lorowredge nothing can be
performed. Which seeing i t  is  sor you may reply to me, that  I
have given you no satisfaction in arry wise, which hitherto r have
wri t ten to you.

when on a t ime, a
purpose to debate on
not every one lcnew
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Yet my dear f r iend, the th ings which I  have said,  do great ly

conduce to your desired end, for  whosoever is wel l  furnished in

other th ings, and hi therto instructed, is wel l  adapted for the

f inding out of  th is secret  f i re,  which he wi l l  probably obtain,

i f  only he cont inues his Inquis i t ion,  & God Vouchsafe to bless
r r fm

I  must confess that hi therto I  have wrote to l i t t le purpose,

unless you seem to have lcrown the things before,  however i t  wi l l

be a great comfort  to your that  what I  have wri t ten may conf i rm

your opinions, and beget a conf idence in you how more l ike a

phi losopher,  than a parrot  you have wri t ten,  and therefore they

cannot but be an incitement to promote your beginnings and progress,

to which I  heart i ly  wish a most happy event;  because I  suppose
you to be a man very f i t  to be made an adept.  And I  ser iously
propose, had I  been so fortunate to have had the l iberty granted

me by my patron, which many Adepts have. I woul-d have opened
to you the whol-e Secret .

But my good fr iend, l -et  me use that l iberty of  speech as to

saV; that  i f  wi thout the t remendi.ous Anathema of the phi losophers,

I  might open to you the Great Arcanum viz.  their  secret  f i re,  I
do a l itt le doubt whether by this means I might be an i-nstrument
of  greater fe l ic i ty,  to you.

I t  is  worthy to be noted that sentence of  a Chief  Father of  the
Church, God, in Mercy, denied many things which he grants in his
Anger; for very many gifts of the fnfinite Diety, are made rather
punishments than benefits.

My most worthy fri-end, I hearti ly pray that if you go about
the Great Work,  and f in ish i t ;  th is may not be prophet ical  of

Your the c i rcumstances considered which accompany you, therefore
r would that  when soever God shal l  make the matter of  the Her-
met ick Wisdomr $ou would employ i t  about Medicine and Phi losophy;
but not making of  Go1d..  FINIS.
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EXTRACTS OF:

THE GREAT WORK OF THI

LAPIS SOPHORIUM

ACCORDING TO THE LAMSPRING PROCESS

OF THE RUB TICATION OF THE WHITE
ST]LPHAR NATURAE EXI,IERCURIUS

Having obtained the White Sulphur of Nature from Mercury in
two or three digest ing globe glasses, take that glass which you

propose to cont inue to digest t i l l  i t  be perfected into the Red
Sulphur and without permitting it to cool place it in a lamp
furnaee in a bed of  s i f ted ashes, warmed to the same degree of
heat as the glasses had acquired in the water bath.  The dry heat
in ashes must be no stronger than that you can bear the glass in
your open hand. Cont inue the gent le degree of  dry heat,  szy about
L20 to 130 degrees unti l your SULPHUR NATURAE A].,BUM is become
of a very bright and beautiful cinnabar colour, which it wil l
in about thirty days.

This is Sulphur Rubrum Naturae Indeterminatum.

Solut ion of  the Red Sulphur

Naturae into an 0i1.

Dissolve this Red sulphur of Nature by the sane process as you
did the white sulphur; that is dissolve it in a genuine highly
rect i f ied spir i t  of  wine, digest in a blood warm water bath,
keeping the glass close shut and you wil l obtain a d.eep ruby
red transparent solut ion.  This solut ion is FIRE.

If you tinge a bottle of good o1d lVhite Rhine wine or Austrain
wine with th is essence, unt i l  the same becomes as d.eep in colour
as Burgundy, which a smal1 quantity of the dissolved red sulphur
wi l - I  ef fectr  ]ou have then in your possession, The Glor ious inward



Medicine; or Quinta Essent ia Medicinal is which is so powerful l

that  a few doses of  a cof fee spoonful l -  wi l l -  expeI l  the most dread-

ful l  d iseases, Epi lepsy,  palsy,  dropsie,  consumpti .ons,  fevers,

gout,  leprosy,  a l l  f ly  before i t .

I t  is  a cure for  the maladi-es of  the whole animal creat ion.

But when the Solar Sulphur spir i tual ized, has been uni ted and

coagulated therewith,  i t  then becomes a hundred t imes more power-

ful l ,  and must therefore be di lated proport ional ly before i t  be

exhibi ted as a medicine. One single grain in substance in that

state would ext inguish l i fe l ike a stroke of  } ightning or a Vio-

l -ent  shock of  e lectr ic i ty which is the same thing with less power,

as we have proved by experiments made on dogs and other animal-s.

Dist i l - l -at ion of  the Ruby Red

Transparent Solut ion of  Red Sulphur of  Nature.

Having, bV the means directed, obtained your ruby red trans-
parent Solut ion of  the Red Sulphur of  Nature in Spir i t  of  Wine,
you must with a gentle heat in Balneo draw off the Spirit of
wine, p€r ALembicum unt i l  there remains behind a ruby red oi1.

Composi t ion of  the Pr inciples.

To three parts of  the Ruby coloured oi1 you must add one part

of the GOLDH{ FERMENT reduced to an oil-, by means of spirit of
wine.

Manage exactly as you did the White, and Coagulate the united
oi ls in a digest ing globe glass placed in a dry heat of  s i f ted
ashes, leaving the glass open dur ing the f i rst  24 hours of  d igest-
ion to evaporate the superfluous humidity. Then shut it and
digest unt i l  i t  is  become a beaut i fu l  DEEP RED MASS. This wi l l
be soon accompl ished in a heat of  f rom 120 to 130 degrees. The
trial- is that it must melt without fuming.
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Mult ip l icat ion in qual i ty,  v i r tue & Power.

The Mult ip l icat ion of  the red is performed in exact ly the same

manner as that of the white tincture formerly taught.

You must dissolve the above red mass (which is the RED TINCTURE

IN AN INFANT STATE capable of transmuting ten parts only of Mer-

cury into SOt) in your rect i f ied lac v i rg in is by a gent le digest-

i -on.

When perfeet ly dissolved dist i l l  the Mercur ia l -  Spir i t  f rom the

t incture unt i l  i t  remains an oi l .

This being put to a digest ing globe, placed in warm ashes, must

be dried up again unti l i-t become again A RED MASS.

Repeat th is solut ion and coagulat ion,  unt i l  i t  wi l l  not  dry

up any more, but remains a FIXED RUBY RED OIL which shines in

the dark.  This is the El ix i r  Reberum tert ia l  ordinis,  which is

capable of vi-trifying a great quantity, at least one hundred parts

of  ref ined gold j -n a cruci-ble,  which v i t r i f ied gold can convert

a greater quant i ty,  at  least  1000 parts of  Mercury into a RED
TINGING CINNABART or preeipi tate,  which,  f inal ly can transmute
at least  a hundred parts of  Mercury into f ine goId.

The red t incture is capable of  being st i l l  fur ther mult ip l ied.

Before i t  has v i t r i f ied gold,  i t  is  the lapis Sophorum MEDICIN-
AI,IS UNIVERSAIIS, the URIM AND THUMIM which gi-ves l ight in the
dark and t inges alcohol  of  wine into a ruby red essence, where-
with you can t inge old whi te Austr ian wine into the medicine,
capable of  heal ing and overcoming al l  d iseases, and able to pre-
serve l i fe beyond the general  term.

The dose of  th is t inged wine must be smal l ,  a few drops only
and that not too of ten.

To Prepare the Solar Ferment .

Take the pure gold of  24 carots ref ined. wi th the greatest  care



by a fa i thful l  ref iner,  two

at a gold beaters,  one whom

your go1d, Vou ought to get

of  leaves.

Di-ssolve the gold leafr orre leaf after another gradually in your

lac v i rg in is;  mixed with a a of  good aqua fort is in which aqua

fort is you have previously di-ssolved one fourth part  of  i ts  weight

of Sublimed Sal- Ammoniac to make it become an aqua regia.

I ,et  your double solvent consist ing of  your aqua regia just  ment-

ioned and your lac Virginis,  of  each art  equal  weight,  wei-gh twice

as much as your gold does, that  is ,  have four ounces of  solvent.

Dissolve the gold leaves gradually, without heat and you wil l-

obtain a beaut i fu l  t ransparent f iery red l i -quor.

This is the humid calc inat ion;  shut the digest ing glass and

place i t  in a blood warm water bath to digest for  e ight days.

Then disti l l  the solvent from it very carefull-y unti l there

remains behind an oi ly l iquid gold.

Digest ion.

Put the SOLAR 0Il just obtained into a digesting globe glass

and set it in a water bath of a blood heat for one hundred and
f i f ty days ( f ive months) and the gold wi l l  d ie & rot  as the s i - l -ver

did before.

After balclcress is over you wil l obtain in about six months
time the White Mercurial Sulphur of gold which wil l settle all
round the globe l ike smaLl pear ls or the eyes of  f ish.

Rubif icat ion of  the White Sulphur of  Gold. .

When you have the sign just

Gold set t led round the globe
gently out of the water bath

ounces; get th is beat into th in leaves

you can trust and who wil l not chartge

enough beat to y ie ld you two ounces

mentioned, your White Sul-phur of
l ike smal l  pear ls,  take your glass

and place i t  in ashes previously



warmed over a lamp as nearly the same degree of heat as the water

bath was, then increase your heat gradual ly to 110, L20 and 130

degrees and the White Sulphur wil l change into a yellow and fin-

aI ly into a beaut i fu l  deep red colour.

The change from the White to the red wi l - l  be accompl ished in

f ive or s ix months (weeks) and you wi l l  then have in your possess-

ion the red spir i tual ized gold or Solar Ferment extremely fusi-ble.

Solut ion of  the Solar Ferment and reduct ion of

the same into Ol-eum S01,IS ( Solaris ) .

Dissolve your red solar ferment in genuine highly rect i f ied

alcohol of wine and you wil l have a Transparent ruby coloured

solut ion which no art  can reduce per se into SOL again.
This ruby tincture is AURUM POTIBIE PER SE but not T,APIS PHIIO-

SOPHORUM MEDICINAIIS. Yet i t  is  a glor ious restorat ive and curat ive
Medicine.

Dist i l l  the spir i t  of  wine in balneo gent ly f rom the solut ion,
per alembicum, unti l there remains behind in your glass body a
deep ruby red oi l  of  go1d, that  is  a solar oi ly looking l iquid,
which is the Spir i tual  Solar Ferment for  the composi t ion of  the
Red El ix i r  pr i -mae Secundae et  ter t iae ordini-s.

Sol i Glor ia.

Finis.

Deo
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THE

PRACTICE OF PHILOSOPHERS
anonymous

(WRITTEN IN BACSTROM'S HAND)

OF CHANGTNG WHTTE INTO RED

Now l-et us divide the White body fixed into two parts of the
which one must be conserved for the White El ix i r .

The other part which is for the red put it in his glass and
pour upon him of the water conserved for him, that it may overcome
him. Shut the vessel-  strongly and seeth hin wi th ,sof t  f i re t i I l
he l iqui fy as water.  Then decoct him further wi th a ] i t t Ie aug-
mentat ion of  f i re t i I l  he wax thick l ike fat  or  o i l .  Af ter  that
with more fire continue ti l- l he be coagulated. into a dry red
stone. Then imbibe i t  as before is said and seeth him and coag-
ulate him, and ete.  t i1]  he be dry.  so do unt i l  he have drunk
all his vapour conserved for him. Put that part so dried into
a round earthen vessel ,  g lazed wel l  wi thout,  lute i t  and put i t
in the furnace fourty one days and nights, so that he remain con-
tinually in one equal heat more than before, t i l-1 the Spirit enter
the body by his regimen.

sow thy purest fruit in thy mercury ti1I he be dead in him.
Dissever the quick f rom the dead, the dry f rom the moist ,  wi th
care, and imbibe the dead with the quick, and the dry with the
moist ,  t i l I  the dead have overcome the ouick.

Take hard, heavy, hot and dry
Do together,  for  so did I
Take hard and moist & wet
Do together even I  mete
Then are thou richer than the King
Unless that he have the sane thi.ng.
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First  you should put into the said body a l i t t l -e water and a

l i t t le of  your powder.  Then take another glass and put a l - i t t le

of  the same water in th is glass and of  the powder as you did

before into the f i rst  g1ass. And when i t  is  aLl  d issolved, put

i t  into the f i rst  g lass.  And so do l i t t1e and l i t t le unto the

t ime that al l  the powder be dj-ssolved.

And when it is al-l- dissolved and put in our body, then l-ute

a bl ind head upon the mouth of  that  body Luto Sapientae. And

when the lute is dry,  set  that  sarne body with al l  the said matters

in a very hot balneo for seven days-Hoc Facto.

Take up that body and do away with the blind head, soft and fair,

that none of the l-ute fal-l into the body of the glass for hurting

of the work.  Hoc Facto.  Lute a good head of  g lass wi th Alembic

to the mouth of  the said body- luto sapientae- and set him in a

dry furnace with hot ashes; Sicut Primus and make first lent f ire

t i l l  that  you see the said body of  the said glass begin to wax

red. Then increase the f i re more and more unto the t ime that
your feces that lyeth in the said glass be dry,  then let  i t  cool .
HOC FACTO.

Take it from the furnace again and grind it upon a marble stone
as you did before wi th that ,  that  is  subl imed in the head. And
dissolve i t  in a new corrosive water made of  Ti  of  Sal  petre,  a
hal f  part ,  and one ounce of  Sal  armoniac,  drawn as you did before,
and ever remember that in all your drawing of your corrosive waters
that you put away your fa int  waters,  that  is  to s&V, the f i rst
water,  the which what be ipet ive l ike the colour of  whey. And
keep i t  in a g1ass, for  i t  wi lL serve for another work and not
for th is.  And alJ.  your corrosive water must be made under the
form before sai-d.

Then put your faeces so dissolved in the said body of  g lass a^rrd
in your corrosive water in balneo again seven days as you did
before.  And then congeal  h im and dissolve him unto the t ime that
you have him in an oiL.

Then put that  o i l  in a glass wel l  c losed and 1uted, Iuto sapienae,
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keen i t  bv himsel f .  Then take one ounce of  f ine Sol  and make

thereof th in plates.

Then take a great cruse (crucible?) and put therein as much

lead as you wi l l  and melt  i t .  And then lay a broad thin plate

of l ron fu l - l -  of  smal l  holes upon the said cruise,  and upon the

sarne plate of  I ron lay your th in plates of  SOL, plate by plate,

so that none of  them touch each other (Stratum Super Stratum),

and turn them often t i -mes.

And look that the said cruise wi th your lead may stand very

hot and l iquid.  For the fervent heat and the spir i t  of  the hot
lead wi l l  cause the said plates of  SoL to break into powder.

Then when i t  is  so br i t t l -e that  i t  is  somewhat brought into powder,
gr ind that powder of  Sol  upon a marble stone very smalI ,  but  not
hard for grinding of the stone amongst the So1. Then take that
smal l  powder of  Sol  and dissol-ve him in the corr is ive water,  before
said,  made with SaI amoniac,  sal  petre and roman Vi t r io l .  And
congeal  h im and dissolve him unt i l  the t ime that i t  be an oi l .
Hoc Facto.

P'rt the first oi1 and the oil- of sol together and put them in
a body of  g lass wi th a bl ind alembic wel l  luted-Iuto sapientae;
and set him in balneo hot 5 days natural ;  and then let  i t  cool ;
Then take i t  up and set i t  in a c i rc le f i re,  not  too hot 5 days,
and then put him again in balneo another 5 d.ays, grad.us primus,
and then put him into a c i rc le f i re another J days, s icut  pr imus,
and so do as i t  is  before said.

What in bal-neo and what in circle fire unti l the time that the
said matters be congealed. into a stone, the which wi l l  be d.one
within !  weeks.

Then take. one ounce of  the said.  med. i -c ine and cast upon 10 ounces
of f ine lead molten in a crucibLe and one ounce of  that  lead. so
arrayed cast upon 10 ounces of  f ine luna werl  purged, whi le that
i t  doth run, and i t  shal l  be as good. sol  as any in the worId to
abide al- l -  manner of  examinat ion and Test.



To f ix Lune unto the weight and qual i ty of  Sol- ,  take lune and

f ine i t  wi th Saturn as wel- l -  as you can 
'  

t i l l  i t  be f ined at  the

ful l - :  Then take Saturn and set him in a test  one ounce or as

much as you wi l l  and dry i t  and in the drying cast therein powder

of glass,  and always as the powder waxeth whi te str ike i t  of f ,

and cast i -n more, and so 3 or 4 t imes t i l l  the glass have his

colours.  Then str ike c lean away the glass f rom the saturn wi th

some instrument so that the fourth part  of  thy saturn be washed

away. Then take that saturn f rom the f i re and in a c lean pot

mel- t  h im by himsel- f  and cast i t  into a pot wi th Vinegar and so do

9 t imes: and then is thy Saturn wel l  prepared.

Then take 2 parts of  that  Saturn prepared and 1 part  of  the

lune aforesaid wel- l -  f ined and set him in the f i re and melt  h im

together,  and cast him into strong Vinegar,  and so do 9 t imes;

then set i t  in a test  and dry him t i I l  you have the lune clean by

himsel f  and then hast thou thy lune as dense and as heavy as Sof.

Now i f  you wi l l  make thy lune f ix as is Sol  to abide cementat ion:

Take of  thy Saturn prepared and mel- t  h im and quench him in strong

Vinegar and so do 9 t imes. Then take of  thy dense lune two parts

and melt  h im and when i t  is  melted cast in 2 parts of  thy saturn
l-ast  prepared and have ready by thee a vessel  wi th two parts of
Vinegar and one part  of  Sal-  ammoni-ac dissolved in the same Vine-
gar: i  And in that  l iquor quench thy metal  and so mel_t  and quench

9 t imes, and when thou hast done so r  then set him in a test  and
f ine out the saturn t i l l  thou have thy lune clean by himsel f ,  and
at al l  t imes look that thy test  be r ight  hot or thou put thy
matter therein.

This lune wi l -1 abide cementat ion Roya1, l ike as Sol  wi l - l  and is
calIed AUREUM ALBA.

Then take one ounce of  Sol  and one ounce of  the said aureum alba
and 4 ounces of  Venus and melt  them together and. plate the metal
into th in plates and 1ay them in cementat ion in a crucible wi th
these mater ia ls:

I r



Take Sal  Alkal i ,  sal  ammoniac,  Vi t r io l ,  borace croufer or cros-

fer i -s used.
ot is quenched in the gal le of  a bowl;  Red powder of  t i les

Sa] EVEITI (an abbreviat ion D.H. )  the ju ice of  celedone, of  earth

and l ike meche.

Then temper him with honey and make him like a paste and then

make thy cementat ion wi th the plates between 2 crucibles and lute

him fast ,  and dry him wel l  and put him into the f i re 24 hours.

Note wel- I  that  thou cement him t i I ]  a l l  the Venus be wasted

and have no more but the weight of  the 2 pr inciple bodies.  Then

melt  h im with borace and thou shal t  have the fai rest  So1 that

ever thou sawest,  the which wi l l -  abide cementat ion Roya1.

Exphat ars ista vera et  pbata.

A good way for Sol: Take one ounce fine Sol and one ounce fj-ne

l-une and + ounce of  f ine Venus, melt  them together and wash him

in stale wine (urine) after that you have cast him in ar.I ingot.

And beat him into th in plates and keep him to the cementat i -on.

Then t inc.  l  part  of  Roman Vi t r io l  and make powder thereof and
temper him with chi ld0s ur ine and boi l  h im together t i l l  thou

see him r ise up green and ye1Iow, then take hirn of f  the f i re and
grind hin with tinc. l part of Sal- ammoniac and one ounce of
Sal gemme and temper him with strong Vinegar unto the time that
he be as th ick as paste,  and then cement the plates wi th that
paste and melt the metal and cast him in an ingot and thou shalt
have good Sol and gentle in working.

Q. D. R.
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on
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1. The secret  of  the Phi losophick Arsenick.

I  took one part  of  the Fiery Dragon, and of  the Magnet ical
Body two parts,  I  prepared them together by a strong Fire,  and

in the f i rst  fusion there was made about eight ounces of  the t rue
Arsenick.

2.  The Secret  of  prepar ing the Mercury wi th his Arsenick,  for

the separat ing i ts Faeces.

I did take one part of the best Arsenick, and I made a marui-age
with two parts of the Virgin Diana into one Body; I ground it
very fine, and with this f have prepared my Mercury, working them
al- l  together in heat,  unt i l  that  they were most exquis i te ly in-
corporated: then I  purged i t  wi th the SaLt of  Ur ine,  that  the
Faeces did separate,  which I  put  away.

3.  The Pur i f icat ion of  the Sophick Mercury.
The Mercury thus prepared, is yet infected with an external

uncreanness, wherefore dist i l l  i t  three or for-r  t ines in i ts
proper Alembick,  wi th i ts steel-  Circurbi t ,  then wash i t  wi th the
sal t  of  ur ine,  unt i l  that  i t  be c lear and br ight ,  and in i ts
mot ion leaves no tai l -  behind i t .

4,  Antother most excel l -ent  purgat i_on.

Take of  decrepi t  sa1t,  and of  the scor ia of  Mars,  of  each ten
ounces, bf  prepared Mercury one ounce and a hal f ,  gf ind the Sal- t
and the scorias very fine together, in a Marble Mortar; then put
in the Mercury, and grind it with vinegar, so long unti l- no more
of the Mercury appears;  put  i t  into a Glass Body, and dist i l l
i t  by Sand in a Glass Alembick,  unt i l  a l l  the Mercury be aseended,
pure,  c lear,  and splendidly br ight ;  re i terate th is three t imes,
and you wil l have the Mercury excellently well prepared for the
Magistery.
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5. The secret  of  the just  Preparat ion of  the Sophick Mercury.

Every s ingle preparat ion of  the Mercury wi th i ts Arsenick is
one Eagle,  the Feathers of  the Eagle being purged from their  Crow-

l ike blackness, make i t  to f ly  the seventh f l ight ,  and i t  is
prepared even unt i l  the tenth f l ight .

6.  The secret  of  the Sophick Mercury.
I have taken the proper quantity of the Mercury, and I mixed it

wi th i ts t rue Arsenick,  to wi t ,  about four ounces of  Mercury,  and
I made a th in commixed consistencei  I  purged i t  af ter  a due manner,
and r  d ist i l led i t ,  and r  had a pure Body of  Lune, whence r  knew
that r  had r ight ly prepared i t ;  af terwards r  added to i ts weight
of  Arsenick,  and r  increased i ts former weight of  Mercury,  in so
much that the Mercury might prevai-I to a thin flux, and so I purged
i t '  to the wast ing of  the blackness almost to a Lunary whi teness;
then I  took hal f  an ounce of  the Arseniek of  which I  made a due
marri-age, r added it to this betrothed Mercury, and there was
made a temperature l ike potters t roam, but a I i t t le th inner;  r
purged it again, after a due manner, the purgation was l-abourous
and a long time; I made it with Salt of Urine, which I have found
to be the best in th is work.

7.  Another Rrrgat ion,  but yet  better.
r have found out a better way of purging it, with vinegar and

pure sea-sal t r  so that  in the space of  harf  a day r  can prepare
one Eagle;  r  made the f i rst  Eagle to f ly ,  and Diana is 1eft ,  wi th
a l i t t le Tincture of  Brass;  r  began the second Eagle by removi-ng
the superfluit ies, and then r mad.e it f ly, and again the Doves of
Diana are 1eft ,  wi th the Tineture of  Brass;  r  conjoined the thi rd
Eagre, and r  purged the superf lu i t ies,  by removing them, even to
a whiteness, then r  made i t  f1y,  and there wa.s lef t  a great part
of  Brass,  wi th the Doves of  Diana; then r  mad.e i t  f1y twice by
i tsel f ,  to the whole extract ion of  a l l  the Body; then r  jo ined
the fourth Eagle, bv add.ing more and more of its own humour bv



degrees, and there was made a very temperate consistence, in which

there was no Hydrops, (or superf luous moisture) as there was in

the three former Eagles.

B. I  have found the best r l rarr  nf  nrcnar ing the Sophick Mercury

Yiz.  such as fo l lows.

The Amalgamated Mass, espoused or jo ined very int imately by a

due Marriage, f put into a Crucible, and into a Furnace of Sand

for hal f  and hour,  but  so that i t  might not subl ime; then I  take
i t  out ,  and strongly gr ind i t ;  then I  put  i t  again in the Crucible,

and in the Furnace, and af ter  a quarter of  an hour or thereabouts,

I  gr ind i t  again,  and make the Morter hot,  by th is means the

Amalgama begins to be c1ean, and to cast  for th a great deal  of

Powder; then I put it in the Crucible again, and to the Fire as

before,  for  a convenient t ime, so that i t  be not subl imed, other-
wise the greater the Fire is,  the better i t  is ;  so cont inual ly
putting it in the fire and continually grinding it, t i l l  almost

al- l  the Powder doth whol ly disappear,  then I  wash i t ,  and the
Faeces are easi ly cast  out,  and the Amalgama becomes int i re wi thout
any Heterogeneity; then I wash it with Salt, and agai.n do heat
it and grind it; this I repeat to the fu11 cleansi.ng it from al-l
ma-nner of  Faeces.

9.  A Threefold t r ia l  of  the goodness of  the Prepared Mercury.
Take thy Mercury prepared with its Arsenick of sev-en, eight

nine or ten Eagles,  put i t  into a Phial ,  and thou shal t  lute i t
with the lutum sapienti-ae; place it in a Frlrnace of sand , and
let it stand in an heat of Sublimation, so that it may ascend. and
descend in the G1ass, unt i l  i t  be coagulated a r i t t re th icker
than Butter;  cont inue i t  unto a perfeet coagulat ion,  unt i l  i t  be
as white as Si lver.

10. Another Tr ia l .

I f  by shaking i t  i -n a G1ass with the Sal t  of  Ur ine,  i t  be turned
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into an impalpabl-e whi te powder of  i ts  own accord,  so that i t

doth not appear as Mercury, and of its own accord in an hot and

dry place i t  coagulates again into a th in Mercury i t  is  enough;

but yet  better i f  being agi tated in Fountain-water,  i t  runs into

sma1l heads or part ic les,  for  i f  the grain be in the Body, i t  wi l - l

not  be thus converted and separated into smal l  minute parts.

1l- .  The Third Tr ia l - .

Dist i l - l  i t  in a Glass Alembick,  f rom a Glass Cucurbi t ;  i f  i t
passes over and leaves nothirng behind i t ,  i t  is  a good Mineral
Water.

12. The extraction of the Sulphur from the l iving Mercury by
Separat ion.

Take thy mixed corporal and spiritual Compound, the Body of
which is coagulated of  the volat i le by digest ion,  and separate
the Mercury from its Sulphur by a glass sti l l , and thou shalt
have a whi te Luna f ixed and resist ing Aqua fort is,  and more pon-
derous than common Sulver.

!3,  The Magical-  So1 out of  th is luna.
Out of this white sulphur by Fire thou shalt have a yelrow

sulphur,  bv a manual Operat ion,  which sol  i -s the red lead of  the
Phi losophers.

14. Out of  th is Sulphur,  Aurum potabi le.

Thou mayst turn th is yeI low Sulphur into an Oi l  as red as B1ood,
by c i rculat ing i t  wi th the Volat i le-Mercur ia l -phi losophical  Men-
struum, so thou shalt have an admirable Panacea t ot UniversaL
Medicine.

!5.  The gross conjunct ion of  the Menstruum with i ts sulphur,
for  the format ion of  the Off-spr ing of  the Fire.

Take of  thy purged, best prepared. and. choicest  Mercury,  of
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seven, eight '  noner or at  most ten Eagles,  mix i t  wi th the prepared
Laton, or i ts red sulphur,  that  is  to sav,  two parts of  the water,
or at  the most three, wi th one of  the pure Sulphur,  ground and
purged; N.B. but i t  is  bet ter that  thou takest two parts to one.

l -6,  The working of  the mixture by a manuaL Operat ion.
This thy mixture thou shalt grind very well upon a Marbl-e, then

thou shalt wash it with vinegar and saI Armoniac, unti l i t hath
put of f  a l l  i ts  b lack Faeces; then thou shal t  wash of f  a l l  i ts
sal tness and acr imony with c lear Fountain-water,  then thou shal t
dry i-t upon clean white paper, bv turning of it from prace to
place with the point  of  a kni fe,  even unto an exquis i te d.r l rness.

r7.  The putt ing in of  the Foetus into the phi losophicar Egg.
Now thy mixture being dryed, put i t  into an Oval  Glass,  of  the

best and most t ransparent Glass,  of  the bigness of  an Hens Egg;
in such a Glass Iet  not  thy Matter exceed two ounces, seal  i t
Hermet ical ly.

18. The Government of  the Fire.
Then you must have a Purnace built in which you may keep an

immortal Firer in it you shal1 make an heat of Sand. of the first
degree, in which the dew of our Compound may be eLevated. and. ci-r-
culated eontinually day and night, without any intermissi.on,
& etc.  And in such Fire the Body wi l l  d ie,  and the Spir i t  wi l l  be
renewed, and at  length the Soul  wi l l  be glor i f ied and uni ted wi th
a new immortal and incorruptible Body: Thus is mad.e a new Heaven.

FINIS.



THE FIRST MATTER

(No Author or Date)

When we turn our thoughts to the preparat ion of  the Universal

Matter,  the highest Art  of  the Wise, in which is concentrated

al- l  the strength of  heaven and earth,  we must know that i t  is

in al- I  th ings,  know what the universal  Subject  is ,  and how i t

is  const i tuted; the f i re of  nature in i ts two diverse propert ies,

the corporeal  and the universal  working power,  which the phi lo-

sophers cal l  the First  Matter.  The foundat ion being the Mercury

of the Wise also caI led the universal  matter.  But the Wise know

that i t  cannot now be found in the wor ld as One Thing, in which
the 2 central  f i res of  nature remain l imi ted and corporeal .
Therefore they say, that  whoever can work through One Thing errs

and does not fo lLow the Art ,  but  he who lcrows the Universal  Matter
has the true Wisdom, and for him the door of  Wisdom stands open.

What God has created is found in the three Kingdoms, so we must
earnest ly look for  th is universal  Matter in them, and i t  is  easy
to f ind i f  we think in which creat ion the c l_eanest and purest
l ight  of  Nature of  God can be found.

The universal  subject  is  the most noble of  Godrs creat ion,  in
which God Himself  burns for  love.

when we look around in the whole of  nature,  we see that Man
is Godrs most excel lent  work,  for  a l l  creatures belong to the
natural  and per ishable wor ld,  but  Man stands in a two-fold posi t ion,
for  he i .s naturaL and also supernatural ,  heId dearest  by God ald
created over al l  th ings.

Though hls body is per ishable through the FaI l  by corrupt ion
and part ic ipat ing in i t ,  yet  h is soul-  is  born of  God, supernatural
and imperishabLe, for  the spir i t  of  God has his place and home
in him, and does not belong to the great wor ld,  but  Eterni ty.
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Therefore Basi l ius Valent inus says: Man is through his soul-

a div ine ent i ty,  even though his outward body per ishes even as

the animals, but man can overcome this natural being through

the Q.E. for  he is the Centrum Centrorum and the Centrum Concen-
tratum, as the smaI l  wor ld is cal led,  and Basi l ius says further,
everything is found in the small that is found in the great one,
namely heaven and earth, the elements and all that is in the
Firmament.

We see too that the Wise, not wi thout reason, say,  " In you

l- ies the most precious of  a l l  precious things, in man is found
al l  the strength of  heaven and earth.  The phi losophers say,

"Take on the Art ,  where Nature l -eaves of f" ,  for  they wish people
to understand Creat ion and how Creat ion came about.  The phi lo-
sophers af ter  their  magician St i lo say:  This Universal-  Matter is
the phi losophic Mercury f rom which al l  th ings are taken and he1d,
and man being the Centrum Centrorum understands the properties
of al l  Creatures,  and has the powers of  the three Kingdoms of  the
lower wor ld in t r ip l icate in himsel f .  He must real ize that  the
beginning of the l ight of Nature can be found in himself, for he
is grounded in the eternal nature.

In order that we should not be confused by the various narres
of the Prima Materi-a, sendivogious warns us truly that we must
comprehend the hidden meaning, not simply the outward words, for
that is their  intent ion.  Where Nature f in ishes in the Metal l ic
kingdom and in our eyes has a substantial bod.y, there we must
start  our Art .  The Mercury of  the Wise must necessar i ly  be taken
from man, as Riplaus shows when he wri tes,  Man is the noblest  of
al-l creatures in the false creation, and in hj.m are the four
elements,  one in another,  which become one workirg,  and in the
mercuri-al- family are many materials, which through thd Art can be
drawn out.

As the two central  f i res of  nature l ie in the Microcosmo r so
are they aLso in the Macrocosmo, and in specie in the spir i tual
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f i re.  In $he f i re is an Astral  Spir i t ,  as a subt le ni t re and is

end.owed with a l iv ing soul ,  which is the Archaus of  the Motor

Universal is,  that  is  in al l -  th ings and which opens i ts most inner

Centrum and pours into it a fermenting property through which

l i fe awakens, and is brought to fur ther use: Without th is astral

spir i t  the two corporeal  f i res are dead and not working, but when

they are opened by the ferment ing property they are made volat i le,

and al-l l i fe awakens. Nothing ca:r exist without this astral

Spir i t  which is the l i fe of  a l l  th ings,  and in Alchemie nothing

new can be born wi thout i t ,  or  be placed in the Plusquam perfect ion,

for  the Spir i t  a l -one gives l i fe to al l .

As all creatures have it for their beginning and in Gods order

are held by i t  and nour ished, so i t  is  no stranger to any creature'

for  though i t  is  Spir i t ,  Vet i t  can be in a body. Hermes says:

The upper open Spir i t  is  most hidden in the earth.  Work the upper

open Spir i t  wi th the lower secret  one, so wi l l  the l iv ing one

awaken the dead, and be to it as a Well of Life and work great

wonders.

The Holy Spirit is indeed the agent which awakens and subtil izes

the two corporeal  central  f i res.  When these two are brought to
full- perfection and their Universal Weking power made substantial,
the phi losophical  saying is just i f ied:

"He who makes the volat i le f ixed, and the f ixed volat i le,  under-
stands the working of  our Universal-  and Part icuLar Recipe' .

This is confirmed by Basil ius in his Tract on Uni-versal and
Part icular Things when he wri tes:  "The Universal  is  the most prec-
ious th ing of  the wisdom, and the three propert ies are one pro-
perty, and is found and drawn out from one koperty from which
aLL metals can be made into one, and is the true spirit Mercury
and Anima Sulphur,  which c leanses the holy sal t ,  selaed under one
heaven, l iving in one body and. is the Dragon and the Eag1e. The
King and the Lion is the spir i t  and the t ight  word.  of  spir i t ,  the
body of  the sun colour becoming a medicine. Final ly al- l  three
pr inciples are one expression in the Love of  God T



This Universal i ty of  the Stone is conf i rmed by the many born

from the universal  centre.  Other Recipes are only used in par-

t icular instances and must be so observed.

That the Universal  Mater ia l ies only in the Microcosms is fur ther

shewn by Basi l ius in Tr.  de Mi-crocosmo. The natural  means and

remedy is found in the Microcosmos, metals and minerals fo l - low

after,  and i f  one cannot f ind out the remedy, place one simi lar

upon another s imi lar  and heal ing wi l l  resul t .  I t  is  a lso said,

Though it may be easy to make the Stone or Lapidum it is far

harder to fuI l  comprehend i t .  A11 Phi losophers including Adam,

Soloman, Hermes and Theophrastus,  by they ever so wise, r€cognize

this di f f icul ty.  Dionysius Zachar ias also real ises that God
placed a Div ine working power in the Universal  Stone.

The Wise always ment ions the necessi ty of  knowing how to prepare

their  Mercury in their  wr i t ings,  for  they say "Our Spir i t  which
enl ivens the bodies of  metaLs is a natural  f i re,  declared openly
by man or revealed by Gods Spirit. Flamellus fearing to offend
God did not wish to disclose the Key to the portals of  nature,
by turning over the lowest earth to the highest heaven. Sendivogius
says: "Though in a sense much is said openly neverthel_ess, the
extract ion of  our sal t  or  Mercury Sophic i  and that which br idges
them over our water, is never openly mentioned but only revealed
by God.

When the phi losophers ment ion their-saLt or mercury,  their  WATER
is s imply a matter of  speech. They speak of  their  water as a dry
water which does not c leanse the hand..  what they real ly mean by
this is that the sat-t is the Key to the Art, for in the sAlr l ies
the opening of all things, and in such lies the universal_ Men-
struum of the whi te Mercury.  of  th is Mercury the phi losophers
say: r t  is  a stone and yet not a stone, when a f iery air  sal t
goes into a1l  bodies and opens them. I t  is  a Stone however when
i t  opens and uni tes wi th the body, then i t  belongs to the f iery
grade of  nature,  may become dry and be processed. Then is the
white mercury a sal t  which has no resemblance to the orr t i r laF.*r
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sa1t,  but  which has an Alkal i  and an Astr ingent substance, of

which Phi la letha says, "Our mercury is to be found nowhere over

the earth,  but  i t  is  a Son which is given to us by a wonderful-

Art .

I ts beginning is part ly heavenly,  part ly fa lse,  for  i t  must

give bir th to a l ight  Spir i t ,  in i t  are two central  spir i tual

f i res,  these at  the beginning of  a l l  Procreat ion covered over

the waters,  act ing according to Gods Hand, and unt i l  a certain

hour gave all creatures nourishment and multiplicity. It is false

however through i ts fa l ,se being, overcomes love and i ts existance

and thereby partakes of both the lower and higher powers. From

i-ts heavenly source it draws al-l the powers of heaven, and lives

in the Air ,  therefore cal led the Sea of  the Wise, and Basi l ius

again says,  The Reci-pe of  a l - l  metals is a heavenly volat i le watery

spirit, which is contained in the AIR and in the earthy kingdom
and WATER, seeks its natural home and the air is the secret and
hidden earth, which hovers over our heads and from which through

the elementary enviroRments. is dravrn our white nitre. Paracelsus
wri tes of  th is,"One must know the anatomy of  the l iv ing body,
and from it draw the Essence (without hurting the body) from

which a]l- the wonders of the world can be produced',. This woul-d
be the great secret  of  the Adepts whlch they keep concealed, and

Paracelsus shows that the two central f ires should not be taken
roughly from people but gently when overflowing of itself.

Ur in Caltha has in it the cold eentral f ire whfch stands in
i ts noble sa1t,  and that is our Magnet,  Phi la letha cal l ing i t
Moon artd Copper. In the red that is in the Stercus Adamish earth
is the Electrum mi.nerale immaturum, the Electrum electissimum,
the secret  whi te saturnine minera,  st i1I  in i ts water,  and in
whose strength all metals 1ie hidden, and from which can come
forth minerals l ike Ant imony, I ron,  sol is Gold,  the sulphur of
the philosophic mars, iron and the gold in which the warm central-
f ire or our acidie sulphur, through which our astral mercury
receives i t .  For th is sulphur is the c learest  f i re and greatest

Balm of  Nature.
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Sendivogius warns us that we should not be l -ed astray by these

above ment ioned minerals,  for  he says: "One must not look for  the

warm central- f ire in the ordi-nary metals of common man, for the

gold in ordinary mortals is dead, but ours is alive and has a

spir i t ,  i t  is  th is which one must take."

This upper astral  spir i t  Sendivogius cal ls our Water or Dew,

from which our ni- t re is drawn, the mother of  the centrum sol is

and moon. Hermes says: The sun is i ts father,  the Moon i ts mother,

the wind carr ies i t  in i ts bel Iy.  I t  is  cal led by many names,

the Subjectum, Hyle,  the First  Matter of  the wor1d, for  th is

Spirit is the sarne tight Power hovering in the beginning over the

water, the Archaus, the first working nature or Beginning of all-

th ings.

Protheus also,  for  he takes aI l  manner of  creatures to himsel f .

The Saturnian Spir i t ,  for  he br ings al l  th ings before us.  This
astral spirit through its incessant working and motion imparts
i ts strength to the lower wor ld.  For i f  th is spir i t  ceased for a

moment,  then would al l  creatures die and decay.

God the Almighty Creator of Heaven
The earth l-ives in l ight

The light in Spirit
The Spirit in Salt

The Salt in the Fire
The Air in Man

The Man makes visable the Air and Spirit.

0h single eternal Heavenly and true Life, the salt and tree

Jesus Christ l  This f ru i t ,  Apocaly xxl l  v.  2.  which leads and
holds us in eternal 1ife, I pray you that we may confound the
false Tree of  l i fe,  Gen. 2.  v.  )J3 & 22. and hand over the Wal l -s

of  Paradise these pages of  prose. May we in th is l - i fe reach our
goal  for  the refreshment of  our mortal  bodies,  to the confounding
of death by practising the true knowledge and working of our Art!

AMEN



G{UP

OPUS PHILOSOPHORUM
Bri t ish Museum Slone 319

First  d issol-ve Ser icon in wine vinegar dist i l led,  to each 1b;

of  the body put I  gal Ion of  v inegar,  f i l ter  i t  3 t imes, the foeces

which remain are Terra Damnata.  Dist i l  th is solut ion in a bal-neo

t i I l  i t  be congealed into a green gufr ,  cal- Ied the Green Lyon,
dry i t  gent ly.  Then dist i l l  th is gurn in a Retort  of  g lass,  let
the fa int  water smoak away, receive the white smoke and red fume
careful ly,  which is the blessed Liquor;  in the neck of  the retort
wi l l  remain a Sulphur of  nature.

In the bottom of the retort  wi l l -  remain a black foeces, of  which

calc ine 1 lb.  or  more with a strong f i re,  t i l I  i t  be whi te as
snow, which is our Base cal led Mars and our f ixed white earth.
The rest  of  the black foeces spread on a stone and with a burning
coal  cal-c ine i t '  and i t  wi l l  come into a br ight  c i t r ine colour
in hal f  an hour;  d issolve th is in v inegar as the f i rst  and dist i l l
more menstrue thereof cal led Dragons B1ood. Rei terate th is work
unt i l  a l l  the moist  parts of  these foeces be brought in r iquor,
which put to the f i rst ,  cal led the blessed Liquor or Green Lyons

Second Process. Set al l  th is in Ba1neo to putrefy 14 days, then
separate the eLements and now have you al l  the f i re of  the Stone
which before Iay hid in the foeces. Dist i l l -  a l l  these putr i f ied
menstrues M.B. in a glass body with a fa i r  receiver,  f i rst  comes
air  which is an 0i1,  d ist iL l  th is over;  again ? t imes, unt i l  i t
wi l - l  burn a l inen cloth being dipped therein;  then i t  is  cal led
our ardent water abstractum rect i f ied which keep cl-ose stopped;
next wi l l  d ist i l l  our Flood or Water,  which wi l l -  be some what
white which recei .ve by i tsel f .  In the bottom wi l l  remain a th ick
oi l -  l ike l iquid pi tch,  keep the water also by i tsel f ,  c losely
stopped, Yi-2.  ACID (Vinegar.  )
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0n this black l iquid water put our ardent Water,  st i r  them both

wel- l  together,  and let  them stand 3 hrs.  then dist i l l  i t  M.B.

-"+;+ ^-^ in and dist i l l ,  do th is 3 t imes, then i t  is  cal ledl, u l, J- rr UI I CLECL.

Manrs BLood rect i f ied,  for  which phi losophers seek. Then put on

this black matter our f lood or water,  mix i t  wel- l  and dist i l l

of f  the whole t i l l  there remain most dry and black earth which

is the earth of  your Stone, keep this oi l  and water together c lose

stopped for a whi le.  Powder th is black earth and mix i t  wi th

Mants Blood and let  i t  s tand 3 hrs. ,  then dist i l l  i t  in ashes

with a good f i re,  re i terate th is three t imes, then i t  is  cal led

our f iery Water rect i f ied;  so hast thou 3 Elernents exal ted in the

vir tue of  their  quintessence i .e.  Water,  Air  & Earth.

Third Process. The earth remaining black and dry,  calc ine in a
furnace of reverberation into a fine white ca1x, mi-x this white

earth wi th the f iery water,  d ist i l l  a l l  wi th a strong f i re,  calc ine
the earth again with a strong fire, put on the fiery water again

and dist i l l  i t  of f ;  dry,  calc ine and dist iJ- l  thus 7 t imes unt i l
the substance of  the calx comes over the helm. Then hast thou

a Water of  l , i fe rect i f ied and made spir i tual ,  and the + elements

exal ted in the v i r tue of  their  quintessence. This water wi l l

d issolve al l  bodies,  putr i fy them and purge them, and this is our

MERCURY and lunary Aqua Fort. Disti l l  the Water and 0i1 before
reserved in gent le B. and the red oi l  which remaineth in the bottom

keep di l igent ly by i tsel f ,  for  i t  is  the element of  f i re and our
red MERCURY. Rectify the same water again and reiterate the same
work unti l no more of our said Lunary wil l remain in it.

When a1l our Elements be thus separated, then take the first
whi te calc ined foeces cal1ed Mars or Base, or whi te f ixed earth,
imbibe i t  wi th our Ardent Water,  ref ined, to cover the caLx part ly,
put on a bl ind head and set i t  in a cold place unt i l -  the calx
have drunk up all- the water, which it wil-l do from B days to I
days, thus doing unti l the calx wil l drink up no more, but stand

l iquid st i I l ,  then nip up the gIass,  and set i t  M.B. to putr i fy
1+0 days without moving i t  unt i l  i t  become f i rst  russet,  next
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whit ish grey,  then very White Like f ishes eyes which then is

Sulphur of Nature flowing and not evaporating in the fire and our

White Stone ready to be fermented.

Then take the White Stone and divide it into 2 parts r orl€ part

reserve for the White work,  the other nip up again and set i t  in

ashes to digest t i l I  i t  become red and of  a purple colour.  So

have you the Red Stone, ready to be fermented; f i rst  weigh both

parts.

Take pure T,UNA, and of our MERCURY arla, dissolve it in hot

ashes close stopped into a green colour dist i l l  of  our MERCURY

from Lt 2 or 3 times that no part of your MERCURY remaineth with

the I,UNA, then nip up the oiI of the IUNA and putrify it M.B.

unti l i t shows all the colours and become crystall ine white which

then is the VfHITE FERMENT OF FERMENTS.

Put to your whi te Stone one 4th.  part  of  the ferment of  IUNA,

lute the glass and f ix them together in a f ixatory vessel  under
your fire, whi-ch wil l be done in 2 or 3 days.

Then imbibe it with the White oiI of the Stone which is our

l,unary, drop by drop, unti l the sane be oil ish, then congeal it

again and again imbibe i t ,  re i terate th is imbibi t ion,  arrd congeal-

ation, unti l i t wil l f low in the fire as wax and not evaporate
on a plate of  copper Neal-ed, then congeal  i t  unt i l  i t  be White,

hard,  and transparent c lear as crystal .
Lapis Albus. Then i t  is  Medicine of  the 3rd.  degree and the

Perfect White Stone, transmuting all metals, chiefly VH{US and

MARS into pure and Perfect trUNA.
T-,ikewise dissolve SOL first purged with 10 parts of Antimony

in our Lrmary,  as before,  and when i t  is  not  d issolved your l iquor
wi l l  be Ci t r ine,  rect i fy our MERCURY from i t  2 or 3 t i -mes. Then
nip up the oil of S0I, alone and putrify it in Bal. which l ikewise
must become bIack,  and must stand t i1I  i t  becomes White,  which
then remove to a stronger f i re,  wi thout opening your glass,  keep
i t  there t i l l  i t  change colours,  and becomes ci t r ine,  which then
is also f i rment of  Fi-rments for  the Red.



Then put to the other part  of  the Stone 
'  

which is brought to a

purple colour a 4th. part of this ferment of S0l, and flx them

together und.er your f i re as before,  which wi l l  be wel l  done in

2 or 3 days.

When they are become one f ine powder,  then incere as before

is taught,  wi th the Red 0i1 of  our Stone, congeal ,  imbibe, and

rei terate unt i l  i t  wi l l  f low in your f i re l ike wax'  and not evap-

orate on a plate of  copper nealed, which then congeal  up t i l1 i t

be clear, transparent hard and red l ike a Ruby or Jaci-nth which

then is Medicine of  the 3rd.  degree, and the perfect  Red Stone 
'

transmuting all imperfect bodies, chiefly MERCURY, SATURN and

IUNA into pure SOf,.

This powder must be kept in a dry or warm room in several  g lasses,

for they are so tender,  and of  so oi ly a substance, as they are

apt to dissolve in any moist  p lace.

lapis ex t r ibus consist i t  rebus.

Viz. ex! Spiritus sive aqua viva vita

Animia sev media fermentu

Corporo albo vel  rubeo metal l ico,  basi

Sive Cal ie.

(Note.  A hand wri t ten note-below the Mss. 4s fo l lows:) .

Quod est  Ser icon

Est Azoth

Almizider

Sa1 Armoniac Calcinae
Rubrai Cerasium

Antimonium Magnetia.
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A Treat ise Cal led

VERBUM DEMISSUM
by

GOUIIT B. TREVISAN
B.M. Sloane MS 363O

Translated from the French.

€Ae
Thr f i rst  th ing requis i te in th is Science of  the Transmutat ion
is the hrowledge of the Matter, from whence is extracted the
Argent v ive,  and the Sulphur of  Phi losophers;  of  which two the
Sovereign Medicine is made and const i tuted.

The Matter from whence is extracted the Sovereign Medicine
and Seeret  of  Phi losophers,  is  only most f ine Gold and most
fine silver and Argent vive, all which thou daily seest altered
nevertheless, and moved by artif ice in the nature of a Matter
White and dry in the manner of a Stone, from whence our Argent
Vive and Sulphur are elevated and extracted by strong ignition
by rei terate destruct ion of  the sane, by resolut ion and subl im-
ation, and in this Argent Vive is the Air and Fire which cannot
be beheld by corporeal Eyes, being subtire and spiritual which
makes against those who think to obtain four Elements rea11y and
visibly separated in the Work, each one apart, but such lorow
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not the nature of  th ings,  and that s imple Elements cannot be

obtained by us,  a l - though we know them by their  operat ions and

effects which are found in these lower elements,  to wi t  Earth

and Water,  as they are aLtered from a compact and gross nature,

whereby they are moved from one nature to artother. That SoI

and Luna are the Matter of  our Blessed Stone, the sayings of

aLl  Phi losophers conf i rm, and in real  t ruth sai th our Father

Hermes "The Sun is the Father and the M00N is the Mother",  but

great doubt is made of  the 3rd.  Composi t ion,  to wi t  what is the

Argent Vive of  which wi th the So1 and Luna our Composi t ion is made.

Which to know, i t  is  to be noted that the Phi losophers div ided

into two parts,  First  and Second. That Second part  is  by Phi lo-

sophers div ided into the White Stone accompl ished, and into the

Red Stone.

But because this notable Secret  l ies in loeowing the First  Part ,

Phi losophers doubt ing to reveal  th is Secret  have made but l i t t1e

ment ion of  the First  Part ,  and bel ieve that i f  i t  had not been

to prevent the Science of  Phi losophers would have remai-ned as

wholIy fa lse in i ts pr inciples,  they would have been ent i re ly

si lent  and have ment ioned nothing of  i t ;  Wherefore i f  they had

not in any manner touched thereon, the Science would have in all-
points rested in Ignorance and per ished, as being false in i ts
terms.

As this is the beginning, the Key, the Foundation of our Mag-
istery,  wi thout which nothing is to be accompri-shed.t  and that
being unknown, ve science would remain deceitful and fal-se in
pract ice.  To the end that th is great secret  might not remain
unlcrown, which is the Stone, to which nothing strange or foreign
is to be added, f  have designed to make some ment ion of  i t ,  who1ly,
certainly and true ,  whi-ch r  have seen and possessed.,  God of
Truth being my witness, which r  commit  to the secret  cabinet
of  the pious Soul '  upon per i l  of  the same, wherefore Phi losophers
have cal led th is secret  "verbum Demissum" which is to say a word
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lef t  or  concealed. I t  is  then to be lcrown that the Phi losophical

Work is to be div ided into three degrees-to wi t -  the Vegetable,

Mineral  and Animal Stone. The Vegetable Stone proper ly and pr in-

c ipal ly the Phi losophers have at t r ibuted to th is First ,  whi-ch

is the Stone of  the First  Degree, of  which Peter of  Vi l laneauve
(Brother of  Arno1d) sai th in his Rosary,  'The beginning of  our

Stone is Argent Vive or i ts Sulphur i ty which we must obtain f rom

its gross corporeal  substance before we can pass to the Second

Degree. "
The beginning of our Stone is, that IIIERCURY growing l ike a

tree, be composed and subl imed by opening i t  for  the volat i le

germ, or seed, which cannot nour ish nor grow without the Fixed

Tree that retains i t ,  as the l iv ing nipple of  an Infant.

I t  appears then that th is Stone is Vegetable,  as i t  were,  the

sweet Spir i t  that  proceeds from the Bud of  the Vine jo ined in

the Work,  f i rst  to a Body, f ixed and whitening as is said in the

Green Dream wherein af ter  the Text of  Alchemy is very notably

descr ibed the pract ice of  th is Vegetable Stone to those who

wisely discern the Truth,  which for eertain reasons and just

cause I  forbear to set  down here.

The First  Degree then of  our Phi losophical  Stone, is to make

Our MERCURY Vegetable,  c lean and pure,  which is caI led by Phi lo-

sophers whi te Sulphur not burnirg,  which is the means of  conjoin-

ing SULPHUR with Bodies, and MERCURY, truly and realIy, that he

may be one nature,  f ixed, subt i le,  c lean and uni ted to the Bodies

in their  profundi ty,  by the help of  their  heat and moisture,  of
which Phi losophers sa. l r  Tinctures may be conjoined, but not

Argent Vive Vulgar, that being cold and phlegmatic and destitute

of Lively operat ion,  which consists in heat and moisture,  but
because i t  is  in part  volat i le,  therefore i t  is  the medium to
mix volat i le spir i ts,  and to adhere or adjoin to the f ixed sub-
stances of  Bodies,  wherein is touched the cause of  i ts  necessi ty,
which is threefold.  The f i rst  as we are to jo in the two Seeds,



to wi t ,  Male and Female,  they ought to be mingled with each other

by a natural  a l l iance and !ove, and by a cont inual  spongessi ty,

in such manner that  the moist  of  one be at t racted by the moist

of  the other and by consequence the one be mixed with the other

and that they be jo ined together,  and for as much as those two

Bodies,  to wi t  Gold and Si l -ver are made moist  by heat digest ing,

dissolv ing and subt i l iz i rg,  then they are the First  Matter and

Simple,  and take upon them the narne of  Seed, which are near to
generat ion,  through the impression they receive by their  s im-
pl ic i ty and obedience to instrumental  heat,  equivalent and l ike
to the natural heat of this IVIERCURY, forming and sealing thereto
a kind of  El ix i r ,  for  that  the First  Part  of  the Stone is cal- l -ed
E1ixir .  The First  Part  then is the medium of conjoining extremit-
ies of  the Vessel  of  Nature,  in which Vessel  the Spir i ts ought
to be transmit ted as they proceed from one nature to another,
wherein is touched the Second Part  of  i ts  necessi ty,  for  as
the Stone ought to be impregnated with Spir i ts,  i t  is  necessary
there should be therein a rententive faculty or Virtue embraced

by them, to the end that they may be mixed with the Body in the
smal lest  parts.  This Vir tue is t ru ly found in our Phi losophical
*NOTE(that MERCURY being putrif ied easily congealeth the MERCURY
Vulgar which putr i fact ion is not wi thout Sol  and Luna conjoined)
MERCURY, as it is in part of a Spiritual naturer so is truly
a pure spirit, impregnated and purif ied from all fecculent and
Terrestr ia l  resident spir i ts.  r  say t rue and f ixed in one part
for it contai-ns the nature of the one and of the other Fire,
which thing manifests and declares i ts pont ic i ty or compunctuous
sharpness, which appears in its operation, for by this Mercury
mort i f ied is easi ly congealed, the Mercury of  the vulgar,  as the
Text declares.  Nevertheless i t  is  not  f ixed. by i tsel f ,  but
ought to be conjoined with So1 and Luna and be marri-ed in friend.-
ship and to the end, that  which is not in i t ,  may be f ixed by
those Bodies,  to wi t ,  that  th is th ing which is composed. of  several
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mixtures together wi th their  co-naturals,  may direct ly f ix  the

MERCURY of the Vulgar,  for  which cause no Bodies are mixed which

are f ixed, to the end that the compounded Fire,  which is cal l -ed

MERCURY sublimed philosophically or First Matter, may be informed

by proper Fi-rments,  as to obtain the force more last ingly,  and

persevere the contest  of  the Fire notwithstanding i ts asper i ty,

wherefore,  sai th Hortulanus "That is not strange to i t ,  to which

i t  ought to be conjoined' ;  v iz.  f ixed. And of  th is IVIERCURY sai th

Raymond r "The Argent Vive by us made , congeal-eth the conmon, and

is more common to men than the common, of  less pr i -ce,  of  greater

vir tue and ut i l i ty ,  and also of  greater retent ion,  bei- :eg a Gum

more noble than Pear ls,  whieh converts and at t racts to i ts f ixed

nature alt other Gums cl-ear and pure, and enables them to resist

in the Fire,  and to rejoice therein,  wherefore sai th Morienus,

"Those who would obtain this composition without this First part

are l ike those who would mount to the height of  a pinacle wi thout

a ladder,  who when they begin to c l imb f ind themselves cast down

to the bottom in misery and pain. This I\IERCURY (exuberate) then

is the first begiruning and Foundation of our glorious Magistery,

for it contains in itself Fire which ought to be replenished

and nourished with a great and strong Fire in the Second Regiment

of  our Stone, now as wel l  the Fire enclosed in our said MERCURY

by the First  Regi-ment,  as the Fire which ought to be enclosed

by the Second is by Philosophers named the proper Instrument,

which is the Second thing principally required to be understood

in this high Magistery in such manner that the Matter Vol-ati le

and f ixt  by heat and congelat ion,  wi th dissolut ion of  the bodies

as Philosophers teach, This includ.ing and imprisonment of the

Fire of  the Phi losophers,  for  the greatness of  the Magistery have

veiled under another name, to wit, Sublimation or Exaltation

of the Mercur ia l  Matter,  as i t  is  exal ted in i ts noble Vir tues,

and Subl imed in i ts degrees, ' .wherefore" sai th Arnold 'Let  MER-

CURY first be sublimed, that is, as I|IERCURY is in nature Iow and



base condi t ion to wi t ,  Earth and Water,  let  i t  be brought to
a more nobl-e and higher condi t ion,  to wi t  Airy and Fiery,  which

are principles near approaching to this MERCURY in the intention
of Art  and Nature.  Wherefore when this Mercur ia l  Stone is thus

Exal ted and Subt i l ized, i t  is  said to be subl- imed in i ts First
Subl imat ion,  which i t  is  convenient to subl ime with i ts Vessel ,
as sai th Raymond in his Codic i l  in the beginning Chapter:  2 de
Vade Mecurn de Mercural-e Philosophorum. We hope in God that our
MERCURY shal- l  be subl imed to greater th ings which t inge i t ,  and
i ts 'Soul  shal l  be exal ted into Glory,  as being that which i t
behoves yet to enter into i ts Mothers Bel1y,  a lso i t  is  said
to be born of  the First  Nat iv i ty,  whi-ch hath regards to al l  orders
of the Chemical  Earth,  and the heart  of  the workers in th is Art
shal- l  not  be f rustrated of  joy,  and shal l  te l l  thee, cal l ing

God to wi tness, that  as th is MERCURY hath been by some one sub-

I imed, i t  hath appeared cloathed with so great Whiteness as the
Snow on the highest mountains,  under a most subt i le,  crystal l ine
splendour,  f rom whence proceeds at  the opening of  the Vessel ,

so greatr  so sweetr  so excel lent  an odour,  as the l ike is not
to be found under the V{orld,and I who speak this lceow that this
(NOTE-The great odour of  the Crystal l ine SULPHUR at the opening
of the Gl-ass,  excel l ing al l  th ings in the Wor1d.)  most marvel lous
Whiteness has appeared to my own eyes, and have handled this at ten-
uated and subtil ized, crystall ine Matter with my own hands, and
with ny own sense of  smel l ing have smelt  th is marvel lous sweet-
ness, and with great joy begun to shed tears upon the astonishment
of  marvel- lousness and sweetness, for  which Blessed be the Eternal

God, most High, and Glor ious who hath hidden these marvel lous
great Secrets of  Nature,  yet  hath vouchsafed to a few I  lmow
(most Reverend Father)  that  when you shal l  be acquainted with

the causes of  th is disposi t ion you wi l l  admire that  a Matter

so corrupt shouLd contain in i tsel f  such a heavenly l ike nature.
I  am not suf f ic ient  to declare to you these Wonders,  yet  perhaps









































He answered thus, Tr i -s terr ib le said he

And strange ye Virtue of ye Spring you see

0f all that burst from underneath ye ground

Its parallel i-s never to be found.

So i t  belongeth to ye King alone

Who icrows it well, andts by ye Fountai.:r lc:Iown.

In passing by, it always draws the King

Who notwithstanding never draws ye Spring.

Two hundred eighty and two days he hath

To spend in ye inclosure of  ye Bath

Which makes him young again, and stronger tharr

the stoutest  Hero of  ye Race of  Man.

Therefore he caused i t  careful ly to be
With a White Stone surrounded, as you see

Wherein ye Water of ye Spring does shine

Like Silver bright, or thr heaven Crystall ine

And that it might be stronger to defy

The force of an invading Enemy,

Around ye top he placed an aged Oak

Which had been with an art i f ic ia l  stroke

Cleft  in ye middle,  and thereby he made

Fenced from ye Sun, a most del ight fu l  shade

Then as you see i t  is  inclosed al l

First with hard Stone and a transparant waI1

Then with a hol low Oak, because i ts natureos such

When t t is  exci ted and inf lamed too much

It  is  most terr ib le and penetrates

Even ye hardest Adamanti.ne Gates,



And so would vanish qui te away, Alas

V' Ie were undone i f  i t  should come to pass,

I  asked him whether he had seen ye King

Within ye said i -nclosure of  ye Spr ing,

He answered, he had seen him enter ing,  where

He from his entrance did no more appear

After his keepers had encl-osed him there,

Until ye hundredth and ye thirt ieth day

When he arose in a refulgent Ray

He at  ye Gate,  that  is  h is keeper-hath

A solemn charge to daily warm ye Bath

With such a heat and in proport ion so

As f i re is hidden in ye source below,

And day and night no intermission lcnow.

I  asked ye colour of  ye King-Behold

Said he, at  f i rst  youe 11 see hi-m cloathed in gold

His second garment is of  s iLk,  but  b l -ack

And a black doublet on his mouri-ning back

The next he wears are White triumphant cloathes

A shirt as White as are ye Mountain Snows

His blood was red, his f l -esh, not so before
Was as vermiLl ion or ye cr imson gore.

I further asked him whether he had seen

The King have servants when he entered in.

He answering smil-ed, but answered as a Fri-end.

No Courtiers haer upon the King attend.

He leaves his Fol lowers as his servants al l ,

They must not enter ye diaphanous wal1;
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And none approach ye Fountain-head but he

Who does ye Heat cont inual  supply

And of f ice that  may easi- ly be done,

E'rren by a simple and most simple one.

Then I demanded of him, i f  ye King

Had any great affection for ye Spring

And that for him? Again he answered me

They love and are bel-oved mutually.

The Fountain does at t ract  ye King, but he

Draws not ye Fountain.  Yet he loves no other,
For to ye King ye Fountainrs a Mother.

My quest ion then was; I f  ye Monarch was

Descended of  some Ancient Royal  Race?
He said,  he was descended of  ye Spr ing,
Which without adding any other thing

Had made him as he was, an honourable King.

Next I  enquired, what Nobles did resort

To the other Presence-chambers of  ye Court?

He told me there were only six who had

Great expectat ions i f  ye King were dead.

When that should happen they would serve no more,

But have ye Kingdom as he had before.
They now are but assistants of  h is Throne,
In hopes of  the Reversion of  ye Crown.

Then I  desired to be informed, how o1d

The Monarch was? And I by him was told

That he was ol-der than ye Spring, and far

Maturer than his other subjects are.



How comes i t  then to pass, said I ,  that  they
Kill- not ye King to bear ye Crown away
Since hers so much in years? Thor hets so oLd
Says he, he can endure both Heat and Cold

And Wind and Rain and labour, None of them

Can viol-ent ly seize ye Diadem.

Nor could they all should they combine in one

Murder ye Monarch to possess his Throne.

Then what succession can they hope, when he

Cannot be murdered, and shall- never die?
But you, i lv  Fr iend, said he, must lcnow that those

Six of  h is subjects f rom ye Fountain rose

And such existence as they have they took
Out of  ye Emanat ions of  ye Brook,
As did ye King, So theyrre at t racted al l
By it, as things by their ori.ginal.

The Fountajn kil1s ye King and them, but then
The Fountain brings ye King to l-ife again.
He so revived, a distr ibut ion makes,
And whosoever of ye gift partakes

Thor nrere so l i t t le is ye port ion,  he
Is in possession of  ye Royal ty
Equal to Kings in power and riches-then
f asked my kind informant once again,

I f  there were'any t ime al lot ted they
Should in ye doubtful l  expectat ion stay.
He smilled again, and told me how ye King
WithoUt hiS trai -n descends intn rre Snr inrr



Altho'  i t  loves them too, but that  i t  must not be,

They have not yet  deserved ye digni ty.

When ye King enters he is str ipped of  those

Which he brought in,  h is coronat i -on c loathes

That were as r ich as eyes did ere behol-d

With golden leaves and wefts of  purest  gold

This he bestows on his f i rst  Chamberlain,

We cal l  h im Saturn,  which he does retain

Enti re ly for ty days, somet imes two more

Augment ye number of  the account before.

The black s i lk  doublet  is  ye proper fee

0f Jove, ye Second Chamberlain,  and he

Keeps ye possession twenty days, which done

He by command resigns i t  to ye Moon

Lune ye third Person, has ye fai rest  face

0f any daughter of  ye heavenly Race,

And she enjoys ye garment twenty days.

Then comes ye King clad in a shirt as white

As is ye Snowr or f lour of  Sal t ,  and br ight

As Ar iadne in a f rosty night.

The King puts of f  th is shir t  which is ye share

0f stern Gradivus,  Ve f ierce God of  War

Who af ter  for ty days sometimes disdains

A Resignat i -on,  and by Force remains

Two other days to sway tht Imperial Rains

Then Mars ret i r ing,  to ye Sun gives place

Who wears a yel low vizor on his face,

But i -s not c lear as ye Celest ia l  L ights.
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TiI I  af ter  40 days and 40 nights,

And then ye Sun sanguineous appears
Seizing ye shir t  that  cr imsons al l  ye spheres
So f laming Hercul-es on Oeta stood,

Fired with ye shir t  dyed in ye Centaurs Blood.

I  asked tho event of  a l l -  these things, says he,

The fountain Gates you then shalI open-and see

To al l  of  them, and as before they sought

Md had his shir t ,  h is doubl-et  and his c loak.
So now his red and bloody Flesh they got

To eat among themselves ye precious Heir
0f  a l l ,  their  Work,  and Crovwr of  their  desire.

I asked again, must they so long remain
And can no sooner some reward obtain
For service done, unless they al l  at tend
Ti l l  ye whole Circ le of  their  Labours end?

The answer to my question wa,S r that when
The Glor i -ous White,  ye snowy shir t  was seen,
0f  ye s ix Court iers,  four might then possess
Themselves of  Powers and Riches numberless.

But they would then but half ye Kingdom gain

Wherefore they are contented to remain
A l i t t1e longer i .n suspence to see

The fulL Event and End of destiny,

Which in l ike manner should confer on them
Their Kings bright Coronation diadem.
f  asked what doctors,  or  what Medicine
Was sent ye King, whi le he remained within?
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He made me answer-that they sent him none,

No man came near him but that only one,

His Keeper mindful l  to perputuate

A constant,  vapourous, c i rculat ing Heat.

I  asked him, fs ye Keepers labour great?

More at  ye f i rst  than in ye end, for  then

The Fountain is infl-amed. I asked again

Whether it had been seen by many men

The World,  said he, has seen i t ,  and i t  l ies

SeIf-evident to every Mortal-s eles;

Yet al l  of them that gaze thereon do lceow

No more than what the outward Husk does show

Then more at large I asked, what may they do?

Those Si.x, said he, may purge ye King again,

Three days he in ye Fountain sha11 remain

According to thr  contents i t  does contain

In circling round ye p1ace. 0n ye first day

He gives hls doubl-et ,  next  h is shir t  away,

And on ye third his bloody f ' lesh. Said I
Tel-} me ye depth of ye whole Mystery.

To which he made no more than this reply;

I now am tired so long with answering thee.

Which I  perceiv ing had no more to s?Vr

But, waiting on him as he went away

A thousand thanks I gave, a thousand more

Were ready from my unexhausted store.

He was a reverend man, so wise that even

The Astral  Orbs,  and wheel ing spheres of  Heaven
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Obeyed him; al l  th ings before him shook

And trembl- ing bowed at  h is Majest ic l_ook.
Now I  wi th sudden drowsyness opprest
Beside ye Fountain did intend to rest ,

And si t t ing on i t ,  I  c ould not forbear

But I  must open al l  thr  apartments there

fn ye mean t ime I  d id so of ten look

On my reward, ye golden leaved Book,

I ts Heaven-born splendour did so much surpr ise

And overpower ye v ig i lence of  my eyes,

That,  as brofe,  i t  d id my head oppress,

It so augmented now that drowslmess

That my said Book by inadvertence fel l
Out of  my hands into ye l i t t le WelI ,
Which much af f l - ic ted me, because I  thought
To keep ye Pr ize my disputat ion got.

I  looked into i t ,  but  a las,  no more
Could I  see ye Book I  had enjoyed before,
Believing therefore that my Volumn fe11
Into ye very bottom of ye Wel l

I  d id at tempt ye watery source to drain,
So that then parts should wi th a tenth remain.
And when I went to draw it all I saw
It  was so viscous that i t  scarce would draw.

While I was toil ing thus industriously

I  spied a Tr ibe,  whose coming hindered me
From draining more, Vet ere I  lef t  i t ,  I
Shut all ye Fountai-n round, for fear that they
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l ike wicked thieves should steal  my Book away,
But Fire was then enkindled round ye Spring

To warm ye Bath wherein to wash ye King.
I for my crime was hurried thence away

Ful l  for ty days I  in a Pr ison fay,

When they expired I  was reLeast,  and then

Returned to see my Fountain once again;

Where there appeared thiek foggy clouds, as I

Have often seen hung round a Winter sky
Which lasted 1ong. But in ye end I found

Without much labour al l  my wishes crowned.

But t r is  no labour,  Sou wi l l  su: ie ly s?V,

I f  choosing r ight ,  Vou never turn astray

In paths erroneous and ye crooked way.

Let your endeavours always be to trace

The steps of  Nature in her wonted Race,

Then you ye loveIy Queen shall in your arms embrace.
Therefore concluding I pronounce that he
Who in my Book ye secret  cannot see
Must never hope to compass hJ.s desire

By manifold Experiments of Fi-re.

My Pity and Compassion move my heart
For those that wander in ye precious Art .
Therefore to them I  have revealed i t  a l l ,

And proved ye Operations natural-.
For this my Parable ye whole work contains
In Pract ice,  Colours,  Days and Regimens,
Ways, disposi t ions and cont inuance
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Till Fate and Heaven conclude ye Mystic Dance.
To end then this my Book, f pray that God
Who in ye Heavens has fixed his grand aboad

And who alone commanded me to write

Woul-d thence impart an intellectual Light
To searching T1ros, who have hearts upright
And minds sincere, To them there sha1l remain
Nothing too hard, provided they abstain

From dreaming Fancys and ye subtletys
Of cheating Sophists, who by surprise

Like Mountebanks impose on rnrlgar eyes.

The Way is natural and but only one

Which f have in my speculation shown
I bid you aI1 farewell in Christ, and be
Mindful of those that sink in poverty,

Whil-e Treasures unexhausted you possess

Whom Ve peculiar Hand of Heaven does bless
With riches equally and happiness.
Fay then to God to send you down a Ray
Out of ye Fountain of Eternal Day.

FINTS.
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