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Part |

An Exoteric View of the Progress and Theory of Alcemy

Chapter |

A Preliminary Account of the Hermetic Philosophy, wth the more Salient
Points of its Public History

The Hermetic tradition opens early with the mornilagvn in the eastern world. All pertaining thereto
is romantic and mystical. Its monuments, emblemd,raumerous written records, alike dark and
enigmatical, form one of the most remarkable epsadd the history of the human mind. A hard task
were it indeed and almost infinite to discuss eymsticular that has been presented by individuals
concerning the art of Alchemy; and as difficulfitowith certainty the origin of a science whichsha
been successively attributed to Adam, Noah anddnsCham, to Solomon, Zoroaster, and the
Egyptian Hermes. Nor, fortunately, does this ob$gweoncern us much in an inquiry which rather
relates to the means and principles of occult sei¢han to the period and place of their reputed
discovery. Nothing, perhaps, is less worthy or noaieulated to distract the mind from points ofl rea
importance than this very question of temporaliorigrhich, when we have taken all pains to satisfy
and remember, leaves us no wiser in reality thameme before. What signifies it, for instance, that
we attribute letters to Cadmus, or trace oracle®toaster, or the kabalah to Moses, the Eleusian
mysteries to Orpheus, or Freemasonry to Noah; twlidsare profoundly ignorant of the nature and
true beginning of any one of these things, and wleseot how truth, being everywhere eternal, does
not there always originate where it is understood?

We do not delay, therefore, to ascertain, even Wwemssible, whether the Hermetic Science was
indeed preserved to mankind on the Syriadic pildier the flood, or whether Egypt or Palestine may
lay equal claims to the same; or, whether in tthét Smagardine table, whose singular inscriptias h
been transmitted to this day, is attributable tonktes or to any other name. It may suffice the prese
need to accept the general assertion of its adescahd consider Alchemy as an antique arifice
coeval, for aught we know to the contrary, with timéverse itself. For although attempts have been
made, as by Herman Conringius (1), to slight ia @scent invention, and it is also true that by a
singularly envious fate, nearly all Egyptian recofdhe art has perished; yet we find the original
evidence contained in the works of A. Kircher (Bg learned Dane Olaus Borrichius (3), and Robert
Vallensis in the first volume of thEheatrum Chemicurf#), more than sufficient to balance every
objection of this kind, besides ample collateralgability bequeathed in the best Greek Authors,
historical and philosophic.

In order to show that the propositions we may Hegeaave occasion to offer are not gratuitous as
also with better effect to introduce a strangeijexttbit will be requisite to run through a briefcaunt
of the Alchemical philosophers, with the literatared public evidence of their science; the more so,
as no one of the many histories of philosophy ctedpir translated into our language advert to it in
such a manner as, considering the powerful andspigad influence this branch formerly exercised
on the human mind, it certainly appears to deserve.

This once famous Art, then, has been representibddsagiving titles and receiving them from its
mother land, Cham; for so, during a long periodpading to Plutarch, was Egypt denominated, or
Chemia, on account of the extreme blackness afdier--- or, as others say, because it was thee t
the art of Vulcan was first practiced by Cham, ofithe sons of the Patriarch, from whom they thus



derive the name and art together. But by the wdrein@ia, says Plutarch, the seeing pupil of the
human eye was also designated, and other blackmatthence in part perhaps Alchemy, so
obscurely descended, has been likewise stigmagizedBlack Art (5).

Etymological research has doubtless proved usefiekiding on and corroborating truths once
suggested, but it is not a way of first discovelgrivations may be too easily conformed to any,bias
and words do not convey true ideas unless thepeasrizader be previously entertained. Without being
able now, therefore, to determine whether theare@r received a title from Cham, the Persian
prince Alchimin, as others have contended, ordaak Egyptian earth; to take a point of time, we
may begin the Hermetic story from Hermes, by theel&s called Trismegistus, Egypt’'s great and far-
reputed adeptest king, who, according to Suidesd Ibefore the time of the Pharoahs, about 400
years previous to Moses, or, as others computeit di990 before the Christian era (6).

This prince, like Solomon, is highly celebratedamtiquity for his wisdom and skill in the secret
operations of nature, and for his reputed discoweétire quintessential perfectibility of the three
kingdoms in their homogeneal unity; whence he ieddhe Thrice Great Hermes, having the spiritual
intelligence of all things in their universal lai) (

It is to be lamented that no one of the many babkgouted to him, and which are named in detail by
Clemens Alexandrinus, escaped the destroying hiBibolesian (8); more particularly if we judge
them, as Jamblicus assures us we may, by thosepdaciDialogues and the Divine Poimander,
which yet pass current under the name of Herme®8ah are preserved in the Latin of Ficinus, and
have been well translated into our language by \@r&rd. The latter, though a small work, surpasses
most that are extant for sublimity of doctrine axgression; its verses flow forth eloquent, asatey
from the fountain of nature, instinct with intelfigce; such as might be more efficacious to move the
rational skeptic off from his negative ground ithe happier regions of intelligible reality, thammy
theological discourses which, of a lower gradearhprehension, are unable to make this highly
affirmative yet intellectual stand. But the subgeteated of in the books of the Poemander and
Asclepias are theosophic and ultimate, and demdher our divine capabilities and promise of
regeneration than the physical ground of eithes; thith the practical method of alchemy being
further given in the Tractatus Aureus, or Goldeeafise, an admirable relic, consisting of seven
chapters, attributed to the same author (10). Thar&gdine Table, which, in its few enigmatical but
remarkable lines, is said to comprehend the worgiggiple and total subject of the art, we here
subjoin:; from the original Arabic and Greek copiésias been rendered into Latin by Kircher as
follows: ---

Tabula Smaragdina Hermetis / The Smaragdine Tabtéeomes

"True, without error, certain and most true; thaich is above is as that which is below, and that
which is below is as that which is above, for parfing the miracles of the One Thing; and as all
things were from one, by the mediation of one,lkthangs arose from this one thing by adaptation;
the father of it is the Sun, the mother of it is Moon; the wind carries it in its belly; the nutkereof
is the Earth. This is the father of all perfectionconsummation of the whole world. The powertof i
is Integral, if it be turned into earth. Thou stedparate the earth from the fire, the subtle filoen
gross, gently with much sagacity; it ascends framheto heaven, and again descends to earth: and
receives the strength of the superiors and ofrifegiors --- so thou hast the glory of the wholerldp
therefore let all obscurity flee before thee. Tikithe strong fortitude of all fortitudes, overcomi
every subtle and penetrating every solid thingtHeoworld was created. Hence were all wonderful
adaptations of which this is the manner. Theref@ma | called Thrice Great Hermes, having the
Three Parts of the philosophy of the whole worldaffwhich | have written is consummated
concerning the operation of the Sun".

This Emerald Table, unique and authentic as it beayegarded, is all that remains to us from Egypt
of her Sacred Art. A few riddles and fables, allrenor less imperfect, that were preserved by the



Greeks, and some inscrutable hieroglyphics algatile found quoted in certain of the alchemical
records: but the originals are entirely swept awtand, duly considering all that is related by the
chroniclers of that ancient dynasty, her amazipgtation for power, wealth, wisdom, and magic
skill; --- and, even when all these had faded, wHerpdotus visited the city, after the priestly
government of the Pharoahs had been overthrowralybgses, and that savage conqueror had
burned the temples and almost annihilated the datz@rorder, --- after the influx of strangers had
been permitted, and civil war had raged almoshéoftlfillment of the Asclepian prophecy, --- the
wonders then recorded by the historian of her reimgisplendor and magnificence; --- what shall we
now conclude, when, after the lapse of many moséraging ages, we review the yet mightily
surviving witnesses of so much glory, surpassirdygigantic even in the last stage of their decay?
Shall we suppose the ancient accounts fallaciooause they are too wonderful to be conceived; or
have we not now present before our eyes the pladlerece of lost science and the vestiges of an
intelligence superior to our own? For what did tlagions flock to Memphis? For what did
Pythagoras, Thales, Democritus, and Plato becommiied there for several solitary years, but to be
initiated in the wisdom and learning of those Egym? For what else, but for the knowledge of that
mighty Art with which she arose, governed, and tazthe whole contemporary world; holding in
strong abeyance the ignorant, profane, vulgar| th&ievil day of desolation came with self-abuse,
when, neglecting to obey the law, by which she goeg, all fell, as was foretold, and sinking
gradually deeper in crime and presumption, waasitdnnihilated, and every sacred institution
violated by barbarians, and despoiled? "Oh, Egipt/pt! Fables alone shall remain of thy religion,
and these such as will be incredible to posteaitygl words alone shall be left engraved in stones
narrating thy pious deeds. The Scythian also, diam or some other similar nation, shall inhabit
Egypt. For divinity shall return to heaven, allinbabitants shall die, and thus Egypt bereft wfth
God and man shall be deserted. Why do you weepsdBepias? Egypt shall experience yet more
ample evils; she was once holy, and the greatest lof the gods on earth, by the desert of her
religion. And she, who was alone the reductor ottty and the mistress of piety, will be an exagnpl
of the greatest cruelty. And darkness shall bespred to light, and death shall be judged to beemor
useful than life. No one shall look up to heavelme Teligious man shall be counted insane; the
irreligious shall be thought wise; the furious,\lraand the worst of men shall be considered good.
For the soul, and all things about it, by whicksieither naturally immortal, or conceives it stwthin
to immortality, conformable to what | have explairte you, shall not only be the subjects of laughte
but shall be considered as vanity. Believe meylige, that a capital punishment shall be appointed
for him who applies himself to the Religion of Iitet. New statutes and new laws shall be
established, and nothing religious, or which istiwpiof heaven or celestial concerns, shall be heard
believed in the mind. Every divine voice shall,dpecessary silence, be dumb: the fruits of thib ear
shall be corrupted; and the air itself shall lasguvith a sorrowful stupor. These events, and sinch
old age of the world as this, shall take placeueh irreligion, inordination, and unseasonablenéss
all good"” (11).

Such is the substance of a prediction which, as# supposed to have reference to the Christian era
has been abused and reputed a forgery by thedssttdéarned of modern times. It is, however,
difficult to conceive why it should have been calesied so obnoxious, for the early history of
Christianity certainly does not fulfill it; it waes falling off from Divinity tha was predicted, andt

such a revival as took place upon the teachingesidis Christ and his apostles. At that period
philosophy too flourished, and the Spirit of the M/avas potent in faith to heal and save. If the
prediction had been a forgery of Apuleius, or ottmmtemporary opponent of Christianity, the early
fathers must have known it, which they did notsaglain from Lactantius, and St Augustine
mentioning, without expressing any doubt abouauithenticity; and though the latter (then adopting
probably the popular notion) esteemed it instirfatiacies spiritus (12), he might subsequently
perhaps have thought otherwise, had he lived sp IBhristianity was yet in his time glowing, bright
efficacious, from the Divine Fountain; faith wagthgrounded in reality and living operation, anel th
mystery of human regeneration, so zealously pnoadi was also rationally understood. The
fulfillment, with respect to Egypt, appears to héaieen place in part long previously, and in part t
have been reserved to later times, when sacreceriggttoo openly exposed to the multitude, became
perverted and vilified by their abuse.



But this prophecy carries us out of all order oféi it will be necessary, in tracing the progrefssur
science, to pass again to Egypt. The period ofrhergreatness is, as is well known, shrouded in
oblivion; but, during the long succession of thel&nies, the influx of strangers, so long before
successfully prohibited, became excessive: hermatg@eace was destroyed, but her Art and Wisdom
spread abroad with her renown: foreigners obtaiinigdtion into the mysteries of Isis; and India,
Arabia, China and Persia vied with her and wittheatber in magian skill and prowess.

Pliny informs us that it was Ostanes, the Persi@e sccompanying the army of Xerxes, who first
inoculated Greece with the portentous spirit ofrtdion (13). Subsequently the Greek Philosophers,
both young and old, despising the minor religiothafir own country, became anxious to visit the
eastern temples, and that of Memphis above atlyder to obtain a verification of those hopes to
which a previous spirit of inquiry and this new iement had abundantly given rise.

Amongst the earliest mentioned of these, after 8§)dPythagoras, and a few others, whose writings
are lost, is Demaocritus of Abdera, who has beeguigatly styles the father of experimental
philosophy, and who, in his book of Sacred Physrests especially of the Hermetic art, and that
occult discovery on which the systems of anciefilbpbphy appear to have been very uniformly
based (14). Of this valuable piece there are sdlgbtseveral extant editions, and Synesius hasladde
to it the light of a commentary (15). Nicholas Filralso, of more recent notoriety, has given exgrac
from the same at the conclusion of a very instwactvork (16). That its authenticity should haverbee
disputed by the ignorant is not wonderful; but &neients are nowhere found to doubt about it. Pliny
bears witness to the experimental fame of Demagriind his skill in the occult sciences and practic
of them, both in his native city of Abdera and pftards at Athens, when Socrates was teaching there.
"Plenum miraculi et hoc pariter utrasque artes efflese, medicinam dico, magiciemgue eadem
aetate, illam Hippocrate hanc Democrito illustradmis’, &c (17). Seneca also mentions his artificial
confection of precious stones (18); and it is skaéd he spent all his leisure, after his return @oim
these and such-like hyperphysical researches. (19)

During the sojourn of Democritus at Memphis, hedil to have become associated in his studies with
a Hebrew woman named Maria, remarkable at thabgéor the advances she had made in
Philosophy, and particularly in the departmenthef Hermetic Art. A treatise entitled Sapientisima
Maria de Lapide Philosophica Praescripta is extsty Maria Practica, a singularly excellent and
esteemed fragment, which is preserved in the alidaollections (20).

But amongst the Greeks, next Democritus, Anaxageraslebrated as an alchemist. The remains of
his writing are unfortunately scanty, and even ¢hwmsbe found in manuscript only, with exception of
some fragments which have been accidentally tretsl&rom these, however, we are led to infer
favorably of the general character of his exposgjavhich Norton, our countryman also, in the
Proheme to his quaint Ordinal of Alchemy, laudsistholding him up in excellent comparison with
the envious writers of his age.

"All masters that write of this solemn werke,
Have made their bokes to manie men full derke,
In poysies, parables, and in metaphors alsoe,
Which to schollors causeth peine and woe;
Forin their practice wen they would assaye
They leefe their costs, as men see alle daye.
Hermes, Rasis, Geber, and Avicen,

Merlin, Hortolan, Democrit and Morien,

Bacon and Raymond with many moe

Wrote under coverts and Aristotle alsoe.

For what hereof they wrote clear with their pen,
Their clouded clauses dulled; from manie men
Fro laymen, fro clerks, and soe fro every man



They hid this art that noe man find it can.

By their bokes thei do shew reasons faire,
Whereby much people are brought to despaire:
Yet Anaxagoras wrote plainest of them all

In his boke of Conversions Naturall;

Of the old Fathers that ever | founde,

He most discloses of this science the grounde;
Whereof Aristotle had great envy,

And him rebuked unrightlfully,

In manie places, as | can well report,

Intending that men should not to him resort,
For he was large of his cunnying and love,

God have his soul in bliss above; And such as s@metbus seede
God forgive them for their mis-deede” (21).

Aristotle is much blamed by Adepts in general far manner in which he has not only veiled the
knowledge which he secretly possessed, but aldoafdng willfully, as they complain, led mankind
astray from the path of true experiment. We hesi@judge this question, since, however much the
barrenness of his philosophy may be deplored,gears improbable that any philosopher, much less
one who took such pains as Aristotle, should desltynlabor to deceive mankind. His idea was
peculiar and appears itself unjust. He blames teidgressors for the various and contradictory
positions they had made in philosophizing; i.epapntly contradictory, as respects their language
when taken in a literal sense; for he never quamwith their true meaning, and carefully avoids
disputing their general ground. His metaphysiceénj which are the natural touchstone of his whole
system, differ in no one fundamental aspect oliqdar that is essential from those of Anaxagoras,
Plato and Heraclitus. Certain epistles to AlexariderGreat on the Philosophers’ stone, attributed t
Aristotle, are preserved in the fifth volume of fhigeatrum Chemicum; and the Secreta Secretorum is
generally acknowledged to be authentic. In the bufdWeteors also a clearer intelligence of intrinsi
causes is evinced than may be apparent to the coreyen(22).

But the whole philosophy of Plato is hyperphysithaé Phaedrus, Philebus, and sevnth book of Laws,
the beautiful and sublime Parmenides, the Phaeaiogit, and Timaeus have long been admired by
the studious without being understood; a mysticldante pervades the whole, and recondite
allusions baffle the pursuit of sense and ordimasggination. Yet the philosopher speaks more
familiarly in his Epistles; --- and if the corresptence with Dionysius of Syracuse had concerned
moral philosophy only and the abstract relationsofd, why such dread as is there expressed about
setting the truth to paper? But the science whielwdhe tyrant to the philosopher was more probably
practical and profitably interesting than abstractsild appear to be to such a mind. "Indeed, Oo$on
Dionysius and Doris, this your inquiry concernihg tause of all beautiful things is endued with a
certain quality, or rather it is a parturition respng this ingenerated in the soul, from whichnie is

not liberated will never in reality acquire trutf23). Wisdom must be sought for her own sake, eeith
for gold or silver or any intermediate benefittlggese all should be denied together without the
discovery of their source. There is a treatisehenpthilosophers’ stone in the fifth volume of the
Theatrum Chemicum attributed to Plato, but the entibity is doubtful; and since the principal Greek
records of the art were afterwards destroyed vai¢hrémnant of Egyptian literature at Alexandria, we
are not desirous to enroll either of these nam#sowt more extant evidence to prove their claim to
the title of Hermetic philosophers. They are mergib here in their series, because we hope to rmake i
probable, as the nature of the subject comes tiebeloped, that the most famous schools of
theosophy have in all ages been based on a siexitearimental ground and profound science of truth
in their leaders.

It was about the year 284 of the Christian era wherBuidas relates, the facility with which the
Egyptians were able to make gold and silver, anmbimsequence to levy troops against Rome, excited
the envy and displeasure of the Emperor to suaxtnt, that he issued an edict, by which every
chemical book was to be seized and burned tog#thibe public market-place; vainly hoping, as the



historian adds, by this shameful act, to depriegrtiof the means of annoying him any more. Thus
Suidas also endeavors to account for the sileneatifuity with respect to the Egyptian Art (24)ety
notwithstanding all this sacrilege, the art app¢atsave been continually revived in Egypt througtho
the whole period of her decline; and, though tlems are scanty, we have the memorable story of
Cleopatra, the last monarch, dissolving her eainirgpich a sharp vinegar as is only known to
philosophers on the ground of nature. Mysticaldateo, there are related to her pursuits with Mark
Antony, and certain chemical treatises attributethts princess are yet extant (25).

It will be unnecessary to delay our enquiry longrame; a city so pre-eminently famous for luxury
and arms was not likely to arrive at much perfectiothe subtler sciences of nature. Some failing
attempts of Caligula there are recounted by P&y énd Virgil, Ovid, Horace, Vitruvius, and other
men noted of the Augustan Age, have been gravelysad of sorcery and dabbling in the black art.
But the perpetual lamps best prove, and withowrai#, that the Romans understood something of
chemistry and the occult laws of light; severallafse are described by Pancirollus; and St. Augusti
mentions one consecrated to Venus in his daywthatinextinguishable. But the most remarkable
were those found in Tullia's (Cicero's daughteos)b; --- and that one near Alestes in the yeaf;150
by a rustic who, digging deeper than usual, dis@van earthen vessel or urn containing another urn
in which last was a lamp placed between two cyloadivessels, one of gold the other of silver, and
each of which was full of a very pure liquor, byasle virtue it is probable these lamps had continued
to shine for upwards of fifteen hundred years; dnd for the recklessness of barbarian curiosity,
might have continued their wonderful illuminatianthis time. By the inscription found upon these
vessels, it appears they were the work of one Magi@lybius, who certainly evinced thereby some
superior skill in adjusting the gaseous elementstloer ethereal adaptations than is known atdéys
The verses graven on the urn are as follows: ---

Platoni sacrum munus ne attingite fures:
Ignotum est vobis hac quod in urna latet.
Namque elementa gravi clausit digesta labore
Vase sub hoc modico Maximus Olybius

Adsit fecundo custos sibi copia cornu,

Ne pretium tanti depereat laticis

Which have been translated thus :

Plunderers, forbear this gift to touch
‘Tis awful Pluto's own ;

A secret rare the world conceals

To such as you unknown.

Olybius, in this slender vase,

The elements has chained.
Digested With laborious art,

From secret science gained.

With guardian care, two copious urn.
The costly juice confine, -

Lest through the ruins of decay,
The lamp should cease to shine.
On the lesser urn were these :

Abite hinc pessimi fures!

Vos quid voltis vestris cum oculis emissititiis?

Abite hinc vestro cum Mercurio petasato caduceagbqu
Maximus maximo donum Plutoni hos sacrum facili



Plunderers, with prying eyes, Away!
What mean you by this curious stay?
Hence with your cunning patron god,
With bonnet winged and magic rod!
Sacred alone to Pluto's name

This mighty art of endless fame! (27)

Hermolaus Barbarus, in his corollary to Dioscorssome other, where he is treating of the element
of water in general, alludes to a particular kindttis distinct from every other water or liquayisg,
---There is a celestial, or rather a divine wafethe chemists, with which both Democritus and
Trismegistus were acquainted, calling it divineevaScythian latex, &c., which is a spirit of the
nature of the ether and quintessence of thingshadpotable gold, and the stone of philosophers,
takes its beginning: The ancient author of the Abguse of the Secret Spirit of Nature is also chigd
H. Khunrath, concerning this water; and he devoatfiyms, that the ether in this praeter-perfect
aqueous body will burn perpetually, without diminator consumption of itself, if the external air
only be restrained (28). There are also, besidesetimentioned by Pancirollus, modern accounts of
lamps found burning in monuments and antique ca’&@eece and Germany. But the Bononian
Enigma, long famous, without a solution, should m®bmitted here, since this relic has puzzled many
learned antiquaries; and the adepts claim it ambaxclusive reference to the occult materiahaiit
art.

AELIA LAELIA CRISPIS

Nec vir, nec mulier, nec androgyna,

Nec puella, nec juvenis, nec anus,

Nec casta, nhec meretrix, nec pudica,
Sed omnia!

Sublata neque fame, neque ferro, neque
Veneno, sed omnibus!

Nec coola, nec terris, nec aquis,

Sed ubique jacet!

LUCIUS AGATHO PRISCUS

Nec maritus, nec amator, nec necessarius,

Neque moerens, neque gaudens, neque flens,

Hanc

Neque molem, neque pyramidem. neque sepulcrum.
Sed omnia,

Scit et nescit cui posuerit,

Hoc est sepulcrum certe. cadaver

Non habens, sed cadaver idem,

Est et sepulcrum29)

The following excellent translations appeared ansbsgme original contributions in the early number
of a literary periodical, a few years since (30):

AELIA LAELIA CRISPIS

Nor male, nor female, nor hermaphrodite,
Nor virgin, woman, young or old,

Nor chaste, nor harlot, modest hight,

But all of them you're told ---

Not killed by poison, famine, sword,



But each one had its share,
Not in heaven, earth, or water broad
It lies, but everywhere!

LUCIUS AGATHO PRISCUS

No husband, lover, kinsman, friend,

Rejoicing, sorrowing at life’s end,

Knows or knows not, for whom is placed

This --- what? This pyramid, so raised and graced,
This grave, this sepulcher? ‘Tis neither,

‘Tis neither --- but 'tis all and each together.
Without a body | aver,

This is in truth a sepulchre;

But notwithstanding, | proclaim

Both corpse and sepulcher the same!

All these contradictory claims are said by the afafsts to relate to the properties of their uniakers
subject, as we shall hereafter endeavor to exgléichael Maier has detailed the whole allusionigm h
Symbola31). And N. Barnaud, in thEheatrum Chemicupias a commentary on the same (32).

But to proceed; transferring our regards from Roon&lexandria, we find many Christian Platonists
and divines studying and discussing the Occulitheir writings. St John, the Evangelist Aposite,
cited as having practiced it for the good of thempaot only in healing the sick, but also confegti
gold, silver and precious stones for their ben8tfitVictor relates the particulars in a commentangd
the Greek Catholics were accustomed to sing theWaig verses in a hymn appointed for the mass
on St John’s day.

Cum gemmarum partes fractas
Solidasset, has distractas
Tribuit pauperibus.
Inexhaustum fert thesaurum
Qui de virgis fecit aurum
Gemmas de lapidibu83).

Looking to the general testimony of the Fatherspb®erve that the early Church Catholic did not
neglect to avail herself of the powers which sdpdf life and a well-grounded faith had gotten.her
There is no doubt either that the Apostles, whey thstituted and left behind them certain ordirenc
and elementary types, as of water, oil, salt agft lisignified some real and notable efficacies. @uw
Reformers, mistaking these things for superstitiansl since they had ceased to have any meaning,
turned them all out of doors; retaining, indeettielimore of the mystery of regeneration than a
traditional faith. The Papists, on the other haglially oblivious, evinced only to what a length of
human credulity and ignorance may be carried, bgipfy inherent holiness in those material signs,
apart from the spirit and only thing signified; aulyl moreover, to the original ordinations many
follies of their own, they fell into a very slavisimd stupid kind of idolatry. And since one of thest
fertile sources of dissension that have arisehénGhristian Church has been about these very
shadows and types of doctrines, it is to be hopat] if ever again they should come to be generally
reintroduced, it will not be on the ground of es@stical persuasion, or any mere written authgrity
which, however high and well supported, has neeebgen found sufficient to produce unanimity;
but from a true understanding and cooperationatfdhiginal virtue, apart from which they do but
mimic an efficacy, and gather unwholesome fruitserE is a curious story of an early Christian
mission to China, related by Thomas Vaughan, ilrMagia Adamica, showing how the faith became
originally established there and elsewhere bypencefficacy, and the power of works, in healind an
purifying the lives of men.



But we are at Alexandria, and during that grandviedwvhich took place and continued there some
centuries subsequent to the Christian epoch, Rigtiphilo-Judaeus, Proclus, Porphyry, Jamblicus,
Julian, and Apuleius, each professing a genuinavledge of the Theurgic art, and experimental
physics on the Hermetic ground. We shall have fetjoccasion to quote their evidence hereafter;
Heliodorus, Olympiodorus, Synesius, Athenagorasjrdas, and Archelaus, have each left treatises
which are extant on the philosophers’ stone (34) &kcellent Hypatia, also, should be mentioned
amongst these, so celebrated for her acquiremedtargimely end; it was from this lady that
Synesius learned the occult truths of that philbgop which he ever afterwards devoted his mind,
and which he never abandoned, pursuing it stillare@alously when, converted to Christianity, he
became a bishop of the Alexandrian Church. He \aeesfal, however, to protect the mysteries of his
religion from vulgar abuse, and refused to expaarlblic the philosophy of Plato; he and his
brethren having unanimously bound themselves Hy tmainitiate none but such as had been worthily
prepared and duly approved by the whole conclabk @f Synesius, we have the remaining
Alchemical commentary on Democritus before mentiprégth an admirable piece commonly found
appended to other treatises, those of Artephiud=tardel’s Hieroglyphics, for example, and
translated into English, with Basil Valentine’s Glbaof Antimony and the useful commentaries of
the adept Kirchringius (36).

Heliodorus was a familiar friend of Synesius, another adept; besides the writings already named,
the mystical romance of Theagenes and Charicleaylaiributed to him as an offence, rather than
disavow it, as was required, he relinquished hskdipric of Tricca, in Thessaly, and went to pursue
his studies in poverty and retirement.

Zosimus was an Egyptian, and reputed a great poaetr. The name of Athenagoras is familiar in
Church history; his tract, which has been trandlat®o French, and entitled Du Parfait Amour, shows
him to have been practically conversant with thénarallegorizes.

The taking of Alexandria by the Arabs, in the y840, dispersed the choice remnant of mind yet
centered there; and it was not long afterwardsttteaCalif Omar, mad in his Mohamedan zeal,
condemned her noble and unique library to heaptifitic baths of the city, which it is said to have
done for a space of six miserable months. A wildjiceus fanaticism now prevailed; Christians and
Mahomedans struggling for temporal supremacy:né-lzere we may observe something similar to a
fulfillment of the Asclepian prophecy, but the ewids more profusely spread even than was predicted;
for religion had everywhere fallen off from heralifoundation; tradition and secular delirium had
taken place of intellectual enthusiasm, and idéadrs were set up as oracles in the place of Divine
inspiration. The priests, above all blameworthyihg forsaken the law of conscience, attempted to
wield without it the rod of magic power. Confusiand licentiousness followed; and from gradual
sufferance grew, and came to prevail, in the wiaraginable forms. Necessity, at length, compelled
an abandonment of the Mysteries; Theurgic ritedpnger holy, were proscribed; and a punishment,
no less than death, was menaced against him wied tapursue the "Religion of Intellect". In the
interim, those few who had withstood the torrenamibitious temptation, indignant at the multiform
folly, and observing by the aid of their remaininggdom, that the ingression of evil was not yet
fulfilled, hastened rather than delayed the crisig] by burying themselves with their saving s@enc
in profound obscurity, have left the world to oldin, and the deceit of outer darkness, with rare
individual exceptions, to this day.

It is a peculiarity of the Hermetic science thathnog every religion, time and country and occupatio
have been found professing it; and Arabia, thoughvgas guilty of so great a sacrilege at Alexandria
has herself produced many wise kings and renowhidspphers. It is not known exactly when
Prince Geber lived; but since his name has becatwiaus, and is cited by the oldest authors,
whereas he himself quotes none, he merits, avaltits, an early consideration. Besides, he is
generally esteemed by adepts as the greatestHaditares, of all who have philosophized through this
art.



Of the five hundred treatises, said to have beemposed by him, three only remain to posterity: The
Investigation of Perfect, The Sum of the Perfecgldery, and his Testament (37); and the light
estimation in which these are held by more modbaemtsts, forms a striking contrast to the
unfeigned reverence and admiration with which theye formerly reviewed and cited by the adepts,
Albertus Magnus, Lully, and many more of the bregtituminaries of their age.

"If we look back to the seventh century (we quoterf the address given at the opening meeting of
the Faraday Society, 1846), the alchemist is pteddsrooding over his crucibles and alembics that
are to place within his reach the philosophersisfahe transmutation of metals, the alkahestlaad
elixir of life. With these we associate the nam&eber, the first authentic writer on the subjécim
whose peculiar and mysterious style of writing ek the word geber or gibberish".

Yet, notwithstanding this and much more that thegyoant upon, if our modern illuminati were but
half as experienced in nature as they might blead-they one ray even of the antique intellect they
deride, how different a scene would not that renagie present to them? Instead of imagining greedy
dotards brooding over their crucibles and uncolgmmaics, in vain hope of discovering the elixir and
stone of the philosophers, they would observe tiesophers themselves, by a kindred light made
visible, on their own ground; experimenting, indeegt how and with what? Not with our gross
elements, our mercuries, sulfurs, and our lifesadts; but in a far different nature, with strangds,

and with laboratories too, how different from thosav in use: --- of common fittings, yet not infari
either; but most complete with vessels, fuel, foasa and every material requisite, well adapted
together and compact in one. Right skillfully héd @eber veiled a fair discovery, by his own art
alone to be unmasked: his gibberish is not of tesgnt day’s commonplace, tame and tolerable; but
such ultra-foolishness in literality are his ret¢ej@s folly is never found to venture or commaomsse
invent. For they are a part of wisdom'’s envelopeguard her universal magistery from an incapable
and dreaming world; calculated they are, nevertiseldnough closely sealed, to awaken rational
curiosity, and lend a helping hand to those wheetakeady entered on the right road; but to deceive
in practice only the most credulous and inept. Thibg have really understood Geber, his adept
compeers, declare with one accord that he has spbkdruth, though disguisedly, with great
acuteness and precision: others, therefore, whtlprofess to understand, and to whom those
writings are a mere unintelligible jargon, may takarning hence, lest they exhibit to posterity a
twofold ignorance and vanity of thought.

Rhasis, another Arabian alchemist, was even mdségbufamous than Geber, on account of the
practical displays he made of his transmuting skcellent extracts from his writing, which arédsa
to exist principally in manuscript, often occurtire works of Roger Bacon.

The story of Morienus, how in early life he lefstamily and native city (for he was a Roman), to
seek the sage Adfar, a solitary adept, whose fadedached him from Alexandria; the finding him,
gaining his confidence, and becoming at lengthdbigoted disciple; --- is related by his biograpiner
a natural and very interesting manner; also hisegient sojournings, after the death of his patron,
his intercourse with King Calid, with the initiatiand final conversion of that prince to Christigni
But the details are given at much too great lefgtlextract in this place. A very attractive and
esteemed work, purporting to be a dialogue betwéeself and Calid, is extant under the name of
Morien, and copied into many of the collections)(ZBalid also wrote some treatises: hiiser
Secretorumor Secret of Secrets, as it has been stylethrislated into English, French, and Latin.

Prince Averroes, and the notorious Avicenna, nerhahd notice. The latter became known to the
world somewhere between the ninth and tenth cexgturis strong but ill-directed genius, so similar
to that of Paracelsus, was the occasion of mudbriuf and self-desolation; but his name was
illustrious over Asia, and his authority continyme-eminent in the European schools of medicine
until after the Reformation. He is said to haveiedron the practice of transmutation, with the
magical arts in general, to a great extent; buAhtkemical remains are neither lucid nor numerous,
not those at least which are well authenticatedl. (40



Artephius was a Jew who, by the use of the eligireported to have lived throughout the period of
thousand years, with what truth or credibility apims may vary; he himself affirms it, and Paracg|su
Pontanus, and Roger Bacon appear to give credertbe tale (41), which forms part of his celebrated
treatise on the philosophers’ stone, and runslisifs: --- |, Artephius, having learnt all the amtthe
books of the true Hermes, was once, as otherspesivbut having lived one thousand years, or
thereabouts (which thousand years have alreadggassce my nativity, by the grace of God alone,
and the use of this admirable quintessence), asd been, through this long space of time, that men
have been unable to perfect the same magisterganuat of the obscurity of the words of the
philosophers, moved by pity and a good conscidritaye resolved, in these my last days, to publish
it all sincerely and truly; so that men may havéhimg more to desire concerning this work. | except
one thing only, which it is not lawful that | shdulvrite, because it can be revealed truly only log G
or by a master. Nevertheless, this likewise malebmed from this book, provided one be not stiff-
necked, and have a little experience (42).

This Artephius forms a sort of link in the histaf/Alchemy, carried as it was in the course of time
from Asia into Europe, about the period of thetfmsisades, when a general communication of the
mind of different nations was effected by theimugpunited under a common cause. Sciences, arts, and
civilization, which had heretofore flourished iretRast only, were gradually transplanted into Eeyop
and towards the end of the twelfth century, oréhbouts, our Phoenix too bestirred herself, and
passed into the West.

Roger Bacon was amongst the first to fill his laimgmn her reviviscent spirit; and with this ascerglin
and descending experimentally, he is said to hasedered the secret ligature of natures, and their
magical dissolution; he was moreover acquaintetl thieology in its profoundest principles;
medicine, likewise physics and metaphysics on fihéimate ground; and, having proved the
miraculous multiplicability of light by the univeakspirit of nature, he worked the knowledge tohsuc
effect, that in the mineral kingdom he producediddB). What marvel, persecuted as he was for the
natural discoveries which he gave to the worldhaiit patent or profit to himself, if he should
appropriate these final fruits of labor and longgior study? Yet it does not appear that he was
selfishly prompted even in this particular resansgtit was conscience, as he declares, that warned
him to withhold a gift somewhat over rashly andgknously obtained. His acutely penetrative and
experimental mind, not content even with enoughhied by a fatal curiosity, as it is suggested, into
forbidden realms of self-sufficiency and unlawfelgge of mind, and finally induced him to abandon
altogether those researches, in order to retrindeeapiate in solitude the wrongs he had committed.
We know that the imputation of magic has seemeaduidus, and every report of the kind has been
referred to the friar's extraordinary skill in thatural sciences. The rejection of his books ab@if
has often been cited as an instance of the exapbdjotry of those times, as indeed it was; and yet
are we not nearly as far off perhaps from the thutbur liberality as were our forefathers in their
superstition? An accusation of magic has not oecuof late, nor would be likely to molest seriously
any philosopher of the present age; but then ibdmlr often during the dark ages, and who can tell
whether it may not again at some future day, when are even more enlightened and intimate with
nature than they are now?

There are still remaining two or three works of BoBacon, in which the roots of the Hermetic
science are fairly stated; but the practice mostfaly concealed, agreeably to that maxim, whith i
his later years he penned, that truth ought nbetshown to every ribald, for then that would beeom
most vile, which, in the hands of a philosophethiesmost precious of all things (44).

Many great lights shone through the darkness femiddle ages; Magians, who were drawn about
the fire of nature, as it were, into communicatigth her central source. Albertus Magnus, his filien
and disciple the acute Aquinas, Scotus Eriginasthmle doctor, Arnold di Villa Nova, and Raymond
Lully, all confessed adepts. John Reuchlin, FicitngsPlatonist, Picus di Mirandola, blending
alchemy and therapeutics with neoplatonism andabealistic art. Spinoza also was a profound
metaphysician and speculator on the same expeignaund. Alain de I'lsle the celebrated French



philosopher, Merlin (St Ambrose), the abbot Johith€mius, Cornelius Agrippa his enterprising
pupil, and many more subsequent to these, grestiute, and philosophic spirits, who were not alone
content to rend asunder the veil of ignorance fbafore their own minds, but held it still partially
open for others, disclosing the interior lightssofence to such as were able to aspire, and wiing
follow their great example, laboring in the way. dilen minds set limits to nature, halting
continually, and returning, before barriers whisbse others over-leaped almost without perceiving
them. Faith was the beacon light that led thenoaohviction, by a free perspicuity of thought
beyond things seen, to believe and hope truthfulhich is the distinguishing prerogative of great
minds. But it will be necessary to regard this @atdinary epoch of Occult Science more in detail,
with the testimony of its heroes, whose reputatiogether with that of alchemy, has suffered from
the faithlessness of biographers, compilers, contaers, and such like interference.

Most of the alchemical works of Albert, for instandave been excluded from the great editionsof hi
works, and the authenticity of all has been dispubeit without lasting effect; for in that long and
laborious treatise, De Mineralibus, unquestiondtidyown, even if the rest were proved spurious,
there is sufficient evidence of his belief and picacto admit all. Therein he describes the firstter

of the adepts with the characteristic minutenegseofonal observation, and recommends alchemy as
the best and most easy means of rational investigdDe transmutatione horum corporum
metallicorum et mutatione unius in aliud non esggiti determinare, sed artis quae est Alchimicd. Es
autem optimum genus hujus inquisitionis et certigsn, quia tunc per causam unius cujusque rei
propriam, res cognoscitur, et de accidentibus ejimime dubitatur, nec est difficile cognoscere

(45).

This passage is one amongst many that might becaddtom his own pen to prove that Albert was
an alchemist; but Aquinas’ disclosures are ampgi@owving all doubt, even if he himself had left room
for any. Besides the treatise of minerals alreadgtioned, there is thdbellus de Alchemia

published with his other works (46); also, tbencordanditia Philosophorum de LapjdbeSecretum
SecretorumandBreve Compendiurnim theTheatrum Chemicupall treating of the same subject.
Albert’s authority is the more to be respectechat the gave up every temporal advantage, riches,
fame, and ecclesiastical power, to study philosaptaycloister remote from the world during the
greater portion of a long life. An opinion has coomily obtained that the philosophers’ stone was
sought after from selfish motives and a blind lofgain; and that such has been frequently the case
there is no doubt; but then such searchers neuedfit. The conditions of success are peculiar, as
will be shown. Avarice is of all motives the ledikely to be gratified by the discovery of wisdoh.

is philosophers only that she teaches to make gold.

"Querant Alchimiam, falsi quoque recti;
Falsi sine numero, sed hi sunt rejecti;

Et cupiditatibus, heu, tot sunt infecti
Quod inter mille millia, vix subt tres electi
Istam as scientiam(47).

The true adepts have been rare exceptions in thd vaespite of all calumny, famous, and favored
above their kind. Let any one but with an unpregadieye regard the writings of those who may be
believed on their own high authority to have sudeekein this art, and he will perceive that the
motives actuating them were of the purest possiblé; truthful, moral, always pious and intelligent
as those of the pseudo-alchemists, on the othet, e reckless and despicable. But more of this
hereafter. Albertus diedmagnus in magia, major in philosophia, maximusiotogid (48); and his
learning and fame descended fully on him who heshdly shared it, his disciple, the subtle and
sainted Aquinas.

The truth was not likely to die in such hands; Aws wrote largely and expressly on the doctrineof
transmutation, and in his Thesaurus Alchimiae, @sklrd to his friend, the Abbot Reginald, he alludes
openly to the practical successes of Albert andsaihin the Secret Art (49). Vain, therefore, are



attempts of his false panegyrists, who, anxiousilld seem rather for the intellectual than theahor
fame of their hero, have ventured to slur oversiertions as dubious. Aquinas is much too far
committed in his writings for their quibbling exdams to tell in proof against his own direct and
positive affirmation. Metalla transmutari possunt unum in allidays he, cum naturalia sint et
ipsorum material eademMetals can be transmuted one into another, simeg are of one and the
same matter" (50). Declarations more or less pitathe same effect are frequent, and his treddiee,
Esse et Essentia, is eminently instructive. Itus the slurs over points and sophisticates also
occasionally in order to screen the doctrine fraipesficial detection; for Aquinas was above all
anxious to direct inquirers to the higher purpaaes application of the Divine Art, and universal
theosophy, rather than to rest its capabilitiegudtkening and perfection in the mineral kingdom, a
at that period many were wont to do, sacrificingitthivhole life’'s hope to the multiplication of gold
"Fac sicut te ore tenens docui, ut scis quod tili saribo, quoniam peccatum esset hoc secretum
virissecularibus revelare, qui magis hanc scientjgnopter vanitatem quam propter debitum finem et
Dei honorem quaeruhtAnd again, he sis garrulous sed pone ori tuo custodiam; lidm

sapientum margaritam ante porcas non projicies.i glcharissime, cum majori opere occupare,
guia propter salutis et Christi praedictionis offim;et lucrandi tempus magni debes attendere @viti
spiritialibus, quam lucris temporibus inhidr€s1).

The pretensions of Arnold di Villa Nova have noebeontested, nor are his writings the only
evidence of his skill in the Great Art. Contempgrscholars bear him witness, and instances are
related of the wonderful projections he made whth transmuting powder. The Jurisconsult, John
Andre, mentions him, and testifies to the genuimeversions of some iron bars into pure gold at
Rome. Oldradus also and the Abbot Panorimitanabofit the same period, praise the Hermetic Art
as beneficial and rational, and the wisdom of theeanist Arnold di Villa Nova (52) The works of
this philosopher are very numerous. Rwsarium Philosophicunesteemed amongst the best, is
published in th&heatrum Chemicupand at the end of the folio edition of his workbe Speculuma
luminous treatise; th€armina, Questiones ad BonifaciutheTestamentupand some others are
given entire in th& heatrum Chemicunbut have not been translated.

About this time and towards the close of the 1#tfitary, an excitement began to be perceptibledn th
public mind. So many men of acknowledged sciencepagty, one after another, agreeing about the
reality of transmutation, and giving tangible pmof their own skill, could not fail to produce an
effect; the art became in high request, and itfegswrs were invited from all quarters, and held in
high honor by the world. Lesser geniuses caughs¢h#dered doctrines and set to work, some with
sufficient understanding and with various success.

Alain de I'lsle is said to have obtained the Elixiut his chief testimony has been excluded by the
editors of his other works; soften and unscrupuiohas private prejudice interfered to defraud the
public judgment of its rights and true data. Thec®d treatise, however, was printed separataty, a
may be found in the third volume of tlibeatrum Chemicuifb3). This philosopher also wrote a
commentary on thBrophecies of Merlinwhich are reported to have sole reference tatbane of
the Hermetic Art (54).

Raymond Lully is supposed to have become acquaiwitidArnold, and the Universal Science, late
in life; but when the fame of his Christian zeafl aalents had already become known and
acknowledged abroad, his declarations in favolafeany had the greater weight. Unlike his
cloistered predecessors, secluded and known asvreyby name only to the world, Raymond had
traveled over Europe, and a great part of Africd Asia; and with his former fame was at length
mingled the discovery of alchemy and the philoseogitstone. John Cremer, Abbot of Westminster,
had worked for 30 years, it is related, assiduowdly the hope of obtaining the secret. The enigmas
of the old adepts had sadly perplexed and led Binay but he had discovered enough to convince
him of the reality, and to encourage him to prooe#h the investigation; when, Lully’s fame having
reached him, he determined to seek that philosofem resident in Italy; was fortunate in meeting
with him and gaining his confidence, and not elitdified by the pious and charitable life Lulidl



there, and recommended to others. Desirous of begostill more intimately enlightened than was
convenient in that place, Cremer invited and browgler with him Raymond Lully to England, where
he was presented to the king, then Edward Il, watbdiso before invited him from Vienna, being
much interested in the talents and reputed skithefstranger, and now more than ever by the pemis
of abundant riches which the sight of Cremer’s dattl out to him. Lully, still as ever zealous the
promulgation of the Christian religion, promisedptmduce for the king all monies requisite, if lpé f
disposed to engage in the crusades anew. Edwartbtihiesitate, but complied with every condition
respecting the appliance of the gold, provideqy anlly would supply it. The artist accordingly det
work, soothe story runs, in a chamber set apattifarin the Tower, and produced 50,000 pounds
weight of pure gold. His own words relative to theraordinary fact in his testament, are these; ---
"Converti una vice in aurum 50 millia pondo argenitii, plumbi, et stannid converted”, says he, "at
one time 50,000 pounds weight of quicksilver, laad tin, into gold" (55).

The king no sooner received this, than breakindp faith Lully, in order to obtain more, the artigas
made a prisoner in his own laboratory, and withiegard at all for the stipulation, before engaged i
ordered to commence on his productive labors afbvs.base conduct on the part of the king was
much lamented by Cremer, who expresses indign#teneat openly in his Testament (56); and the
whole story has been repeatedly recorded in treléetchronicles of those times. But to be shairt, 0
hero fortunately escaped from his imprisonment,andinage of the gold was struck in pieces
weighing about 10 ducats each, called Nobles oRibge. Those who have examined these coins
pronounce them to be of the finest metal, andrtkeription round the margin distinguishes them from
all others in the Museums, and denotes their mioaisuorigin. They are described in Camden’s
Antiquities, and for the truth of the whole stowe have, besides Cremer’s evidence and the
declarations of Lully, a great deal of curious siltun to be found in the books of Olaus Borrichigs,
Constantius, 'Englet Dufresnoy, and Dickenson. ¢ relates that some time after the escape of
Lully, there was found in the cell he occupied astvhinster with Cremer, whilst it was undergoing
some repairs, a certain quantity of the powderasfdmutation, by means of which the workmen and
architects became enriched (57).

Lully’s writings on Alchemy are, as the rest, obsswand have only been understood with great pains
and application even by those who have been sorfate as to possess the key of his cabalistic mind.
Whether his equivocal and contradictory language seacontrived to baffle the sordid chemists; or
whether, as before said, he learned the art ldifejrand was convinced at last only by Arnold
exhibiting the transmutation in his presence; itldlaequire scrupulous examination to judge at this
day: certain it is there are passages in his wgstimhich leave room for controversy, though nore, w
think, virtually denying the art, whilst his essagdavor of it are acknowledged excellent and
numerous; as many as 200 are given in the catalofgDafresnoy treating exclusively on this subject
(58).

Those were singular times when few any longer detlitiie possibility of gold-making, and
individuals of the highest repute devoted theiedito the subtle investigation. We have adduced thi
notable instance of Lully’s prowess in Englandpas only amongst many others, quite as well
authenticated, which are told by the authors befiieel and in the alchemical collections. Public
curiosity was stimulated to the highest pitch; ekpents were made reckless of consequences, and
the spirit of avarice, bursting forth expectansahtely raged. Whether the incaution of adepts, in
making their art too publicly profitable, had givese to the frenzy, or whether it was spontangousl
kindled, or from whatever cause, the fact is laralelytcertain; the Stone was no longer sought after
by philosophers alone; not only have we Lully, CeenRupicessa, De Meun, Flamel, John Pontanus,
Basil Valentine, Ripley, and the host of cotempgpraorthies, successively entering the lists; buhwi
these a spurious brood of idlers living on the mutdedulity, and which the practical evidence of
these others continued to ferment; men of all rapkssuasions and degrees of intelligence, of every
variety of calling, motive and imagination, were,aonomaniacs, searching after the stone.



"As Popes with Cardinals of dignity,

Archbyshops with Byshops of high degree

With Abbots and Priors of religion, With Friars, iHgtes, and Preests manie one,
And Kings with Princes and Lords great of bloode,
For everie estate desireth after goode;

And the Merchaunts alsoe, which dwelle in fiere

Of brenning covetise, have thereto desire;

And common workmen will not be out-lafte

For as well as Lords they love this noble crafte.

As Gouldsmithes, whome we shall leaste repreuve
For sights in their craft meveth them to believe;

But wonder it is that Brewers deale with such werke
Free Masons, and Tanners, with poore parish clerkes
Ailors and Glaziers woll not therefore cease,

And eke sely Tinkers will put them in prease

With great presumption; yet some collour there was
For all such men as give tincture to glasse;

But manie Artificers have byn over swifte,

With hastie credence to sume away their thrift;

Yet ever in hope continued their hearte;

Trustinge some tyme to speede right well,

Of manie such truly | can tell;

Which in such hope continued all their lyfe,
Whereby they were made poore and made to unthrive:
It had byne good forthem to have left off

In seaon, for noughte they founde except a scoffe,
For trewly he that is not a great clerke,

Is nice and lewd to medle with this werke;

Ye may trust me it is no small inginn,

To know alle secrets pertaining to this myne.

For it is most profounde philosophye

This subtill science of holy Alkimy" (59).

Many usurped the title of the adepts, who had rawkedge even of the preliminaries of the Art;
sometimes deceiving, at others, being themselvesiled; and it has been principally from the
fraudulent pretensions of those dabblers that trédas learned to despise alchemy, confounding
the genuine doctrine with their sophistical an@ ytoductions; and a difficulty yet remains to
distinguish them, and segregate, from so greattansipersion of darkness, the true light. For a
multitude of books were put forth with the merestgmse of deception, and to ensnare the unwary;
some indeed affirming, that the truth was to bentbin salts, or niters, or boraxes; but othergyllin
vegetable bodies indiscriminately, committing a tifalious imagination to posterity. Not did these
alone content the evil spirit of that day, but iishintroduce mutilated editions of the old masters
filled with inconsistencies, and the wicked invens of designing fraud; and thus, as the adept
observes, they have blasphemed the Sacred Scartby their errors have brought contempt on men
philosophizing.

"As of that Monke which a boke did write

Of a thousand receipts in malice for despighte,

Which he copied in manie a place,

Whereby hath byn made manie a pale face

And manie gowndes have been made bare of hewe,
And men made fals which beforetimes were trewe}.(60

Nor has the literature alone suffered from suchvigiainterpolation; but the social consequences are
described, at the time, as deplorable; rich mettshamd others, greedy of gain, were enduced $b tru



quantities of gold, silver, and even precious ssomdnich they lost, in vain hope of getting them
multiplied ; and these rogueries became so frecamahinotorious, that at last acts of Parliamenewer
passed in England, and Pope’s Bull's issued oveistémdom, forbidding transmutation, on pain of
death, and the pursuit of alchemy (61). But thisilst giving an external check, did not smother the
desire of riches, or that morbid desire of themlpsg fostered in the expectation; experiments
continued to be carried on in secret with no ledswar than before, both by knaves and philosophers.
Pope John XXII who interdicted it, is said to hawacticed the art himself extensively, and to have
wonderfully enriched the public treasury throughriteans. But to bring forward each extraordinary
tradition and character of the various artists Whorished during the 14th and 15th centuries, \doul
trespass too far on our pages; and for the prgsegpbse, it may be needful only to detail the more
remarkable.

Amongst them, the story of Nicholas Flamel, andwife Perenelle, has been thought interesting.
Their humble origin, their charitable distributiohit, and the eminent piety and mystery of thisies,
attracted great attention in their own country, anddespread fame has descended and connects their
name honorably with the history of the Hermetic @he relation given simply by the author
concerning himself as follows: --- "I, Nicholas Flal, Scrivener, living in Paris, in the year of our
Lord, 1399, in the Notary street, near St Jamethe@Boucherie, though | learned not much Latin,
Because of the poverty of my parents, who, notwatiding were, even by those who envy me most,
accounted honest and good people; yet, by theilpsf God, | have not wanted an understanding of
the books of the philosophers, but learned theh asiained to a certain kind of knowledge, even of
their hidden secrets. For which cause’s sake, stexlt not be any moment of my life pass wherein,
remembering this so vast good, | will not rendemtts to this my good and gracious God. After the
death of my parents, | Nicholas Flamel, got mynigvby the art of writing, ingrossing, and the like;
and in the course of time, there fell by chance iny hands a gilded book, very old and large, which
cost me only 2 florins. It was not made of papepanchment, as other books are, but of admirable
rinds, as it seemed to me, of young trees; theramvie was brass, well bound, and graven all over
with a strange kind of letters, which | took to®eeek characters, or some such like. This | knbat, t

| could not read them; but as to the matter whiels written within, it was engraven, as | suppose,
with an iron pencil, or graver, upon the said Hadves; done admirably well, and in fair neat Latin
letters, and curiously colored. It contained theeeen leaves, for so they were numbered on theftop
each folio, and every seventh leaf was withoutimgitbut in place thereof were several images and
figures painted".

Further, going on to describe the book and themmglyphics minutely, Flamel relates how, at length
after much study and fruitless toil, their meanivegs explained to him by a Jew stranger , whom he
met with in his travels; and how on his return hohmset to work and succeeded in the discovery, is
thus familiarly declared: "He that would see thenmex of my arrival home, and the joy of Perenelle,
let him look upon us two in the city of Paris, ugbe door of the chapel of James, in the boucherie,
close by one side of my house, where we are baitgul kneeling, and giving thanks to God: for
through the grace of God it was, that | attainkd gerfect knowledge of all that | desired. | had/n
the prima material, the first principles, yet twir preparation, which is a thing most difficaliove

all things in the world; but in the end | had thido, after a long aberration and wandering in the
labyrinth of errors, for the space of three yeBrging which time, | did nothing but study and sdar
and labor, so as you see me depicted without this ahere | have shown my process, praying also
continuously unto God, and reading attentively ywbook, pondering the words of the philosophers,
and then trying and proving the various operatishih | thought they might mean by their words.
At length, | found that which | desired; which kalsoon knew, by the scent and odor thereof. Having
this, | easily accomplished the magistery. For kingvthe preparations of the prime agents, and then
literally following the directions in my book, | atd not then miss the work if | would. Having
attained this, | came now to the Projection; aredfitst time | made projection, was upon mercury; a
pound and a half whereof, or thereabouts, | tuingdpure silver, better than that of the minel as
proved by assaying it myself, and also causingretteeassay it for me, several times. This was done
in the year AD 1382, January 17th, about noon,yromn house, Perenelle alone being present with
me. Again following the same direction in my boulgrd by word, | made projection of the Red



Stone, on a like quantity of mercury, Perenelleydiding present, and in the same house; which was
done in the same year, April 25, at five in theafoon. This mercury | truly transmuted into almost
as much gold, much better indeed than common guide soft also, and more pliable. | speak in all
truthfully. | have made three times with the helgPerenelle, who understands it as well as myself;
and without doubt, if she would have done it ala@tes would have brought the work to the same, or
full as great perfection as | had done. | had tarilgugh, when | had once done it; but | found
exceeding great pleasure and delight in seeingangemplating the admirable works of nature,
within the vessels. And to show you that | had ttene it three times, | caused to be depicted under
the same arch, three furnaces, like to those wdache the operations of the work. | was much
concerned for a long time, lest Perenelle, by nea$@xtreme joy, should not hide her felicity, wini

| measured by my own; and lest she should lestathe words among her relations, concerning the
great treasure which we possessed. But the goodh#ss great God, had not only given and filled
me with this blessing, in giving me a sober chaste; but she was also a wise prudent woman, not
only capable of reason, but also to do what wasoregble; and made it her business, as | did, md thi
of God, and to give ourselves to the works of ¢hiand mercy. Before the time wherein | wrote this
discourse, which was at the latter end of the $d48, after the death of my beloved companion; she
and | had already founded and endowed with revehddmspitals, 3 chapels, and 7 churches, in the
city of Paris; all which we had built from the gral) and were able to enrich with gifts and revenues
We have also done at Bologne about the same agiaf Pesides our private charities, which it would
be unbecoming to particularize. Building, therefdhese hospitals, churches, etc, in the aforesaid
cities, | caused to be depicted under the saidticanch, the most true and essential marks and sijn
this art, yet under veils and types and hieroglygahtharacters, demonstrating to the wise and rhen o
understanding, the direct and perfect way of opmrand lineary work of the philosophers’ stone;
which being perfected by anyone, takes away framthie root of all sin and evil; changing his evil
into good, and making him liberal, courteous, lielig, fearing God, however wicked he was before,
provided only he carries through the work to itgitienate end. For from thenceforward he is
continually ravished with the goodness of God, &itt his grace and mercy, which he has obtained
from the foundation of eternal goodness; with trefyndity from the fountain of eternal goodness;
with the profundity of his Divine and adorable paowend with the contemplation of his admirable
works".

Part of this relation is given of himself by thetsar in his Hieroglyphics, and part is taken frorm h
Testament; and chronicle recount as late as thelye®, that the evidence of his charitable deeds
remained and the symbols of the art in the cemaetietlye Holy Innocents at the church of St James,
on the Marivaux door, at the portal of St Genevigée. (62), Amongst the writings of Flamel,
besides those already quoted from, we hav&ommaire Philosophiguie French verse, which is
also translated in thEheatrum Chemicuyan esteemed work, with important annotationsaend;

Le Desir desiree, and Le Grand Eclaircissementchvare more rarely to be met with.

The Isaacs, father and son, Dutch adepts, arech@ave worked successfully, and are much lauded
by Boorhaave, who appears not either to have batmamger to their pursuit or to the principles of
occult science. (63).

But Basil Valentine is the star of the 15 the centhe is generally reported to have been a
Benedictine hermit; but a mystery hangs aboutridsviduality which has never been satisfactorily
cleared up, though careful researches have beee, mad his numerous works written in all
languages, called forth much curiosity on theireggpnce and have been held in high esteem by
students in the Hermetic Art. He ranks high amohgsbrethren for having, as they say, discovered a
new method of working the Red Elixir, and facil@dtthe process materially, which had been hitherto
laborious and a rare effect, as appears from tiose of Norton.

"How that manie men patient and wise,
Found our White Stone with exercise;
After that they were trewly taught,



With great labor, that stone they caught,
But few (saith he) or scarcely one;

In fifteen kingdoms hath our Red Stone.
Wheom to seeke it availeth right noughte,
Till the white medicine be fully wrought;
Neither Albertus Magnus, the Black Freere,
Neither Freer Bacon his compeere,

Had not of our Res Stone consideration
Him to increase in multiplication”, &c (64).

The Hamburg edition of Basil Valentine’'s works nmimgyconsidered the most perfect (65). The
English translations are rambling and incompleti¢h the single exception of that one which is taken
from the Latin of Kirchringius, with his admirabd@mmentary on the Triumphal Chariot of Antimony
and Stone of Fire. The Twelve keys are rendereddrBibliotheque des Philosophes Chimiques,
second edition.

A valuable collection of English Alchemy in versasypublished by Elias Ashmole, himself a lover of
occult science, and the great patron, in his dathase who made it their study. Neither was he
ignorant of the subject, if we may judge by thefgze and curious notes appended to his Theatrum,
wherein he exposes certain principles of magic,aludles to the manual artifice without much
disguise. | must profess, says he, | know enoudiokd my tongue, but not enough to speak; and the
no less real than miraculous fruits | have foundny diligent inquiry in these arcane, lead memn t
such degrees of admiration, they command silemzkef@ce me to lose my tongue, lest, being not
wholly experiences, as he goes on the say, | skemddo the many injuries the world has already
suffered, by delivering the bare medley of my appresions without the confident attestations of
practice; and by justly esteemed as indiscretb@setwhom Ripley mentions, that prate,

"Wyth wondreng,
Of Robin Hood, and of his Bow,
Whych never shot therin | trowe" (66).

Norton’sOrdinal, dated 1477, with which this Hermetic Theater gpéna praiseworthy
performance, and with the exception of the Subijéatter and certain preliminaries, which are
constantly concealed, the process is presentedandid, orderly, and attractive manner. So much
cannot be said for the Canon Ripley of Bridlingtahose private misfortunes would seem to have
made him envious. His composition is disorderlyd #rose Twelve Gates have, we conceive, little
edified any without the Lodge. Added also to hiswamillful misguidance, the verses are said to have
suffered spoliation and displacement from the onmdevhich they were originally written, according
to the mischievous cabalistic method in vogue at iime. Ripley, therefore, is universally
complained of, though reputed a good adept. Thereemtary published by the celebrated anonymous
Eirenaeus Philalethes, under the titld&rgbley Revivedthough it explains a great deal practically and
may serve to lead on the initiated, yet will apdeéamously sophistical and inevitably disgust a
beginner (67).

All Ashmole’s collection is valuable, even wer®itly as a specimen of early mystic literature. The
Fragment from Pierce, the Black MonBdpomfield's Blossomsnd Philosophy and Experience, are
among the most instructive. Ashmoles intentionadlecting the English prose writings on Alchemy
was not accomplished; only a few scattered portioere edited and those not of the best.

Ficinus, an Italian of highly cultivated genius,lidgown as the Latin translator of Plato, and eavi
of other valuable remnants of antique literaturas also an amateur in the Hermetic art. He colfiecte
and translated the works imputed to Hermes, befaetioned, from Greek into Latin, and took pains
elsewhere theoretically to explain the art (683uBj prince di Mirandola, was his contemporary, and
wrote a treatise, in which he connects Alchemy wh#hmost profound metaphysical science (69).



Then we have the remarkable instance of Cornelgripfpa, a man of powerful and penetrating
genius who, having possessed himself of the me@hgr@nciples of the Occult Science from his
friend, the wary and learned Abbot Trithemius,teetvork something it would seem after the example
of Friar Bacon, proving them in a self-sufficiemtler. His three books @ccult Philosophy

especially the first two, illustrate the practibés and enterprising nature of his mind; but as he
declares, he had not, when he wrote them, arrivaddl experience, nor was he able to make the
philosophers’ stone. But it was this discovery, mkder in life, which caused him to be discontdnte
with his former revelation, and to publish that b@m the Vanity of the Sciences, which has been
considered as a recantation of his former philogpptt which is in fact no recantation at all, but
consummation rather and conclusion in general®fdarks. Any one taking the pains to read may
perceive that Agrippa wrote it neither in ignoramog in despair of human knowledge. It was by
searching and proving the magnitude of the Mystieay he arrived at that final and convictive faith,
which is as much above ordinary science as theavaigedulity of mankind is below it. It is not the
part of a mind, sane and philosophic to fall bamktent in ignorance, or to retrograde passively in
despair of its object. The vanity of particular dachporal sciences is discovered by comparison only
in the broad day light of universal truth; and thstood the magician at last when, as it were fitzen
top of Celsus’ ladder, looking down upon the stepsvhich he had climbed, and whereon he had
successively rested, he observed their inferianiiy the small prospect they afforded in comparison
with that which he now, at their clear summit, em®joh. Let any one read from the Vanity of the
Sciences the chapter on Alchemy, and judge whétleesiuthor contradicts, as the report has said, or
contemns merely the experience of his early yaatl; where, after showing the folly of pretenders,
speaking of the genuine Hermetic art, he say$| eould tell many tings of this art, if | had nstvorn

to keep silence, and this silence is so constamityreligiously observed of the ancient philosopher
that there is bound no faithful writer of approwaahority that hath openly described this art: Wwhic
thing has induced many to believe that all bookihisfart were but of late years invented, etcalfyn

of the one blessed stone alone, besides which iaeother thing, the subject of the most hobnst
of the philosophers, to speak rashly, would becalsge and | should be foresworn" (70). Looking to
the final chapters of the same work also, we olestite ground of the whole Hermetic philosophy laid
out, and the relative vanity of worldly sciencehat, which is universal, rational, and divine. The
capabilities of the subject are great; and haéenttreated in the usual and masterly style ohalac

of Nettesheim, it would have remained a work ofitesvalue; but he was fettered by oaths and had
been somewhat conscience stricken; and the moriksynvhe had formerly censured, eagerly
promulgated the whole as a recantation of formergrholding it in this light and as an
acknowledgment of the sufficiency of their own dinet and of the common faith for salvation.

In the beginning of his extraordinary career, THeaptus Paracelsus proposed openly to discover the
hidden secret of philosophy; but the world scofiéthis pretensions, abused and persecuted him; and
all the revenge he indulged in was to leave it lightened. The writings he put forth are, with few
exceptions, filled with subtle malice, as it wese,many sarcasms upon mankind and leading them far
away, through alluring sophisms, from the straighy of truth. Surely, as Ashmole remarks,
incredulity appears to have been given to the wasld punishment; yet neither in its belief did it
speed better, but has still plodded on in erromfant of thought, and through all ages men have
suffered in ignorance, on account mainly of theefirdteness and selfishness of their desires. ©f th
numerous books attributed to Paracelsus, and gogeather as his works, the three Addresses to the
Athenians, and the Aurora, are amongst the besisdto the Athenians have been translated into
English, and published with The Philosophy of Dblldrs, a disciple, and the Aurora also is to bé¢ me
with, though more rarely, in company with the W&éone of the Wise Men, by J. Grasseus. With
respect to the private history and character aféRiraordinary man, accounts differ, and opinions
accordingly; but his fame, and the authority ofdostrine, lasted down through a long period oftim
His early death has been adduced as an argumenstile probability of his being possessed of the
elixir he boasts; and by others as a proof of higrig been poisoned: but the poison of intemperance
and irregular living has also been considered pscally likely to be fatal to one who was in the

habit of taking a potent spiritual medicine, whigbuld heighten the spiritual consequences of
depravity and habitual excess, and accelerateldigsoin the conflict of opposite principles (71).
Paracelsus, notwithstanding the world’s negled, tamerous disciples, increasing also after his



decease: some intelligent and worthy the name ildgaphers, as Van Helmont, Crollius, Fludd,
Helvetius, Faber, and many more anonymous, bug threre others, montebank pretenders, more in
number still, who, pursuing the baser line of teaster's example, whilst they enviously suppressed
the little truth they knew, wrote and practiced limre, leading mankind into error and the
commitment even of egregious crimes by their rasepnd the world which would not be drawn by
the true light, gave easy way to their false stamts, and encouraged the enemies growth in literatu
until the tares possessed the field; nor coul@ ivkll otherwise, as a modern adept has observed on
the occasion, for this bushel being placed ovetitii, the darkness of it invited ignorance abroad

The burlesque of Erasmus, which, towards the abslee 16th century, were turned upon the follies
then continually going on amongst the credulousrisies and their dupes, show that it was the
prevailing mania of the age; when rich men andrgates fell easily into the snares of the lowest
vagabonds, who had acquired the tact only to vanitétalk mysteriously. Chaucer, in the tale of the
Chanon’s Yeoman, gives an example of this kincheflioastings, bereavements, and surpassing
beliefs of ignorance; as Ripley also, in his EraumeExperiments, tells how he

"Made solucyons full many a one,

Of spyrytts, ferments, salts, yerne and steele;
Wenying so tomake the philosophers; stone;
But finally | lost eche dele,

After my bokes yet wrought | well;

Which evermore untrew | provyd,

That made me oft full sore agrevyd.

Waters corrosive and water ardent,
With which | wrought in divers wyse,
Many one | made but all was shent;
Egg shells | calcenyd twyse or thryse,
Oylys fro calcys | made up ryse;

And every element fro other | did twye
But profytt found | right none therein.

Also | wrought in sulphur and in vitriall,

Which folys doe call the Grene Lyon,

In arsenicke, in orpemint, fowle mot them fall;

In delibi principio was myne inception:

Therefore was frawde in fine the conclusion:

And | blew my thrift at the cole,

My clothes were bawdy, my stomache was never hole.

| proved uryns, eggs, here, and blod,

The scalys of yern which smthys do off smyte.
Oes, ust, and crokefer which dyd me never good:
The sowle of Saturn and also marchisyte,
Lythage and antimony not worth a mite:

Of which gey tinctures | made to shew,

Both red and white which were untrew.

Oyle of Lune and water with labor great,

I made calcynyng yt with salt precipitate,
And by hytself with vyolent heatt
Grindyng with vinegar tyll | was fatygate:
And also with a quantitye if syces acuate;



Upon a marble which stode me oft in cost
And oyles with corrosives | made; but all was lost.

Thus | rostyd and boyled as one of Geber’s cooks,
And oft times | was dysceivyd with many falce books
Whereby untrue, thus truly | wrought:

But all such experiments avaylyd me nought;

But brought me in danger and cumbraunce,

By loss of goods and other grievaunce", &c (72).

The tide so long encroaching, however, began atddhictuate; and as mistrust, gathering from
disappointment, ripened, a change somewhat sudttssityplace in the public mind, and turned
finally into an absolute odium of the deluding @ofists and the art. Then it was that several were
obliged to retire into exile; and even the truepse-- for the public knew not to distinguish ---
suffered equal cruelty and abundant inconvenieficey who before had been courted and lauded in
hopes of obtaining gold, or the means of makingére arrested and tortured, in order to extort
confession; accordingly we find mixed up with thefilosophy, bitter complaints of injury, thefts,
murders, and unjust imprisonments. Alexander Setshunted through Europe in disguise, not
daring to remain in any town, for fear of detectien "l am suffering”, says this author, in idpen
Entrance[Correction: Philalethes], "a continual banishmelaprived of the society of friends and
family, and, as if driven by the Furies, am comgrbitonstantly to fly from place to place and from
kingdom to kingdom, without delaying anywhere. Ahds, though | possess all things, | have no rest
or enjoyment of any, except in the truth, whiclmig whole satisfaction. They who have not a
knowledge of this art imagine, if they had, theywdodo many things: | also thought the same, but am
grown circumspect by experience of many dangergstageril of life. | have seen so much
corruption in the world, and those even who pasgdéod people are so ruled by the love of gain, tha
| am constrained even from the works of mercyféar of suspicion and arrest. | have experienced
this in foreign countries, where, having venture@dminister the medicine to sufferers given ower b
physicians, the instant the cures became knowepartwas spread about of the Elixir, and | have
been obliged to disguise myself, shave my headchadge my name, to avoid falling into the hands
of wicked persons, who would try to wrest the sefitan me, in hopes of making gold. | could relate
many incidents of this kind which have happeneghéo Would to God that gold and silver were as
common as the street mud; we should not then bgeabto fly and hide ourselves, as if we were
accursed like Cain" (73). Michael Sendivogius waprisoned by his prince; even the pious Khunrath
is moved to bitterness, when speaking of the treatrhe had experienced: George Von Welling,
Fichtuld, Muller, Harprecht, also; for the good andocent now suffered more and more than ever
cautious to conceal their names, with the evidefiddchemy, from the world. And as the mind of
the day became gradually engaged in puritanicalidsons, and the interests of political leaders,
indifference to the art again succeeded, and aiskgp, as blind and nearly pernicious as the farme
credulity settled upon the minds of men. But plajasers were content to have it so; observing the
incapability of the common herd, and how littleyttoared for the truth, or the witness of nature’s
greatest miracles, in comparison with their owfiselemolument. Some gathered themselves
together for better protection, and carrying onrthwrk into the Rosicrucian Fraternity, a widely
celebrated, though secret association, establistsetthe report is, by a German adeptest who had
traveled into the East, and in Arabia was initiateéd many arcane mysteries of nature. Their Fame
and Confession, with the story of their first ifigiion, has been rendered into English with an
excellent preface by Thomas Vaughan, and an appshdiving the true nature of their philosophy,
place of abode, and other particulars connectdu thvéir magian prowess and renown.

But we must not omit to notice the names of Deek&lt)/, two notorious magicians of Queen
Elizabeth’s time; for though the latte was somewvdiat knave, and a little over-presumptuous, yet
there is reason to believe that he practiced tratetion, and became possessed of the Red Powder by
some secret kind of information, if not of the mgaf perfecting it by his own art. Thus it was
generally reported of Dr Dee and Kelly, that thesrevso strangely fortunate as to discover a large
guantity of the Powder of Projection in a niche aggt the ruins of Glastonbury Abbey, and which



was so rich in virtue (being 1 upon 272,330) thaytlost a great portion in trial before they found
the true height of the medicine. With this treashiey went abroad, fixed their abode at Trebond, an
transmuted occasionally. In Dee’s diary we haveatteount of Kelly making projection with one
small grain (in proportion no larger than the legsin of sand) upon an ounce and a quarter of
common mercury, which produced almost an ounceudd gold (74). Then there is the story of the
warming-pan, related by Ashmole, from no very distastimony, of a piece of metal being cut out
and, without Kelly touching or handling it, or melj the copper even, only warming it in the fiteg t
elixir being projected thereon, it was transmut&d pure silver. The pan, he goes on to relate, was
sent to the Queen Elizabeth by her ambassadorthivemday at Prague; that by fitting the piece into
the place whence it was cut out, it might exactlyve to be once a part of that pan. Bloomfield had
likewise seen in the hands of one Master Tyre amddpe, rings of Sir Edward Kelly’s gold, the
fashion of which was only gold wire twisted thrigeout the finger; of which fashioned rings he gave
away to the value of 4000 I. at the marriage of ofnlgis servants. This was highly generous; but to
say the truth, he was openly profuse beyond theestdinits, as Ashmole observes, of a sober
philosopher. This kind of profusion has been frexdiyeexhibited by such as are reported to have
come by the treasure casually, never by those \ahie themselves confected it.

During the abode at Trebona, Dee and Kelly appehate tried many experiments, and their
conversations with their spiritual informants arditrously mundane and abortive (76). Whether or
not they finally succeeded in the object of thegaarch remains uncertain; the story runs thatdley
not, but that the secret of making of the Powdes eanfided to Kelly some years afterwards by a
dying monk. In Dee’s Diary, towards the latter eti@re certainly are expressions of joy and
gratitutde, as if he had suddenly attained to sgreat and important discovery; --- Haec est dies
guam fecit Dominus, omne quod vivit laudet Dominamg¢ upon the thirtieth day of the month
following, he writes, --- Master E. Kelly did op#ime great secret to me, God be thanked.

Things were not carried on so privately abroad thetQueen had notice of the proceedings of her
subjects; and she sent letters and messages sungribaim to return home: Dee obeyed, but Kelly
remained behind, was taken prisoner by Emperor Rbdaho had long set a watch on their
movements. It was during this detention that hetevtioat little book, De Lapide Philosophorum,
which is commonly to be met with, but it is oflittmore value than repute. The death of Kelly is
involved in mystery, and Dee is said to have expinepoverty in Mortlake.

The writings of Jacob Boehme, the profound theosbii Prague, and those of the Pordage and Lead
school. May not be undervalued, since these ergbtssivere all on the same original track; and the
first would seem to have attained something betten than a view of the Promised Land. Moreover,
Boehme has discovered such a ground of experienterinciples of the Divine Art in his writings,

as may help the student to conceive profoundlylead him to the means of understanding the
enigmas of the old adepts. For this author is)laflao have hitherto entered experimentally inte th
mystery, the plainest, simplest, and most confidéekponent. The Aurora, or Day Spring; The
Discourse of the Three Principles; The Mysteriungklam; The Tree of Life; The Turned Eye, or 40
Questions Concerning the Life of Man, and his Hgsstare full of explicit indications concerninggth
physical basis of magic and occult material ofihdosophers’ stone (77). So that the following
eulogy, copied from a manuscript found in a volwhais works, may not be considered misplaced,
or altogether extravagant:

"Whateer the Eastern Magi sought,
Or Orpheus sung,or Hermes taught,
Whatever Confucius would inspire,
Or Zoroaster's mystic fire;

The symbols that Pythagoras drew,
The wisdom godlike Plato knew,
What Socrates debating proved,

Or Epictetus lived and loved;



The sacred fire of saint and sage,
Thro’ every clime in every age,

In Boehme’s wondrous page we view,
Discoverd and revealed anew", etc.

Revealed anew, it will be observed, theosophicalliy,not intellectually. Nothing, since the Greeks,
has been found to approach their doctrine of Wisdoperspicuity, grace of utterance, and scientific
explication of the divine source. Of all the susm#s on the same road, none have exceeded their
authority, and very few have attained to the pérfecacity and ideality of their ground; but ofghi
hereafter. Numerous works on Alchemy have issumt the German press, detailing the experience
of excellent and learned adepts; amongst thosst@&f years may be mentioned Ambrose and Phillip
Mueller (78); Herman Fichtuld (79); and his frie@&orge Von Welling (80); J. Crollius (81); the Van
Helmonts, father and son (82); Grasseus, the réutthor of the Water Stone (83), a personal friend
of Boehme’s; Henry Khunrath, a pious and learnexptasbt (84); Andrew Libavius (85); J.J. Beccher
(86); and J. Tollius, a Dutchman and an elegamsisatal expositor on the same ground (87). Faber
also (88); but of all those who have connectedemtdable with philosophy, and explained them by
the Hermetic key, Michael Maier ranks first; and Wiorks are more esteemed and sought after even
in the present day, than is easily accountablegdie is profoundly guarded in his revelations .(89)
Highly curious engravings and woodcuts adorn thekwiof these authors, and even the title pages of
many of them convey more idea and food for reftecthan other modern tomes, oftentimes
throughout the whole of their development.

TheNovum Lumen Chemicunvhich passes under the name of Michael Sendigotie Polish

adept, is one of the best known and popular of moderks on the subject. It has been translated int
English by John French, also a practitioner (90)pse introductory preface is bold and striking, and
was published in London under the titleTdfe New Light of Alchemwith the nine books of
Paracelsud)e Natura Rerumin 1650. This New Light, professedly drawn frame fountain of

nature, and grounded in manual experience, is diekiandled, and of an attractive character; though
in consequence of the willful disorder and perplerf the composition, repeated perusal and a
certain knowledge are requisite, in order to gaifserecondite drift; and so much the more, as its
theory and asserted facts are at variance witlt@mmon conceptions and experience of the
possibility of nature. The French edition of thisrk;, also, has been translated by Digby, and cositai
besides the Treatise on Salt omitted in the abather curious additions, with a concluding Dialogue
which is instructive (91).

There is a multitude of little English books ontedmy afloat on the book-stalls; amongst them some
original, well-written, and worthy of perusal; falthough Britain has not been so fertile in adegts
France and Germany, yet her scarce ones have besnthe profundity and comparative candor of
their writings, being very generally acknowledgertiheir foreign compeers to which Dufresnoy,
though himself a skeptic, in his Histoire Hermetdpears this characteristic witness: B-dilleurs

on ne scauroit disconvenir que les Anglois n’eerbvur la science hermetique avec beaucoup de
lumiere et de profondeur. lls y font paroitre Igugement et leur esprit de relexion. Il seroit a
souhaiter qu'ils portassent la meme attention ehkme maturite a tout ce qu'ils entreprennent, on
seroit beaucoup plus content d’eux et ils ne s’egpait pas a perdre I'estime des autres nations
comme ils s’y risquent tous les joti(82).

This piece of flattering French testimony referg, suppose, to the writings of our early adepts;
otherwise, of all that have flourished in latiends, the most celebrated and facile princep$ais t
Anonymous who styles himself Eirenaeus Philalettresmany works that have appeared under this
signature indicate so excellent and perfect astattiat his brethren, always speaking with admoinat
unanimously award him the garland. Yet of himdal,name, and habits of life nothing is known; no
cotemporary mentions him; Starkey, indeed, profetséave been his servant once for a time in
America, and to have assisted him in the art; asdiibes him as an English gentleman of an ancient
and honorable family then living on his own estatd rarely learned. --- "l saw", says he, "in my



master’s possession the White and Red elixir iy lange quantity; he gave me upwards of two
ounces of the White medicine of sufficient virteecbnvert 120,000 times its weight into the purest
silver: with this treasure | went to work ignorgnéind was caught in the trap of my own covetousness
for | expended or wasted nearly all of this tinetuand did not know its value until it was nearbng.
However, | made projection of a part, and havedthmany hundreds of ounces by it into the best
silver: of a pound of mercury | have made withissl¢han a scruple of a pound of silver", etc. (83).

is also reported that Eiranaeus was intimate viighchemist Boyle; but the rumors are all uncertain,
and, as if to increase the mystery, he has bedowated with other English adepts, as Harprecht and
Thomas Vaughan, and his writings also with thos8efdivogius, who has been identified with him
under the name of Alexander Seton and others. idedif informs us that he was born in England,
somewhere towards the beginning of the 17th centhay he possessed the secret at a very early age,
and was the victim of unremitting persecution. plimcipal works areAn Open Entrance to the Shut
Palace of the King, Ripley Revived, The Marrowloch@&my in verseMetallorum Metamorphoses,
Brevis Manuductio as Rubinum Coelestum, Fons Clamieritatis and a few others in thduseum
Hermeticumand in Manget's collection.

Thomas Vaughan, whose pseudonym of Eugenius Rhialdas, notwithstanding the very obvious
distinction of his mind and style, caused him tacbefounded with the foregoing Eirenaeus, was the
author of several luminous little treatises, beaon the higher grounds of this mystic science,dil
ideas and the recondite spirit of antiquity. Insth&aughan makes casual reference to the gold-
making possibility, but is at little pains to atttan this direction, or indicate, as is usual, aophistic
order of practical operation; and thus repellingémtinent inquiry, he leads at once to the true and
only valuable speculation of the subject. Moreouetess we be mistaken, the one Art and medium of
vital perfectibility is more clearly shown in higitings than in those of any other English author.
They are as followdvlagia Adamicaor the Antiquity of Magic; whereto is addesl Discovery of the
Coelum Terragor Magician’s Heavenly Chao&nthroposophia Theomagica discourse on the
nature of man grounded on the protochemistry ohtés; and verified by a practical examination of
principles;Anima Magia Abscondita discourse of the universal spirit of naturehvitis strange,
abstruse, and miraculous ascent and desEephratesor Waters of the East, a practical discourse of
that secret fountain whose water flows from firapken de Lumine, a new magical light discovered
and consummated, with an allegorical display offits¢ matter, and other valuable magnetical
introductions and guides. This author’s deathpered to have befallen extraordinarily, something
after the manner of Virgil's, and from an overdo$¢he elixir; nor should it appear wonderful, be t
narrative runs, that the subtle light of life stebir these instances have been swallowed up in the
superior attraction of a greater flame. Agrippaegia similar account of the death of Alexander the
Great, saying that he died suddenly by the hardsgfreceptor, administering the venom of the
waters of the Styx, to whom the youthful monarct peeviously intrusted his life, body and soul
without reservation (94).

The Authors we have brought forth as distinguistuedi genuine, are but few in comparison with the
whole number; some reckon as many as 4000 (95}hbre are enough without forcing any into the
ranks. Borricius, from standing testimony, courgsrany as 2500 (96). L'Englet Dufresnoy has
reduced the number still more, but then he wasragnaf the subject and excludes according tostitle
rather that the matter, of several books coverdgting of the Hermetic art (97). The Bodleriamaity
contains many hundred volumes by separate autfilbesRoyal Library of France was reputed still
richer in 1742, especially in manuscripts; and\aécan and Escurial have large and valuable
collections in the same branch.

And it is in these archives alone that the anchehis now preserved, in which we hoard the memory
of long bygone hopes. O declare a man an Alcheémisie present day would be to brand him as
insane, and the Hermetic ground is as far outefdlad of common thought as if it were tabooed; not
indeed that anyone regards it as sacred, but slevaither, or delirious, or ridiculous, as the Ioresy

be. Meanwhile, therefore, to reconcile this sciemrcthe teachers of it to the world, we should feel

be a task above our ability, were it very far geedlhan it is; the prejudice having grown so old an
strong that neither reason nor authority is loraj#e to balance it. But in whatever light we be



disposed to regard Alchemy, whether as the acrhermfn folly, or contrariwise, as the recondite
perfection of wisdom and causal science, it appalansst equally remarkable: considered in the
former way we have before us a huge amount of eamad credulity, and fraud accumulating on
continually from immemorial time, with the deplotatzonclusion, that the greater part of those to
whom the world has been taught to look up as phjib&al authorities were in fact dupes and worse
deceivers; on the other hand, if we hesitate is ttenouncing all the many well-approved and
religious professors of this art, and suppose tlexen in this particular, to have been sinceretwha
then ought we to conclude? That they were deluttaed?rue their assertions are startling, but ttremn
means of realization proposed are actual; thermatetion of metallic bodies was a proof addreseed t
the senses and so uniformly stated as to precliterfuge or any medium fulfillment. --- "I have
seen the Stone and handled it", says Van Helmand projected the fourth part of one grain,
wrapped in paper, upon eight ounces of quicksiling in a crucible, and the quicksilver, with a
small voice, presently stood in its flux, and wasgealed like to yellow wax; after a flux by blast
found eight ounces all but eleven grains which weasating of the purest gold; therefore one grain of
this powder would transmute 19,186 parts of quigksinto the best gold. | am constrained to
believe, for | have made projections divers timiesre grain of the philosophers’ gold upon some
thousands of grains of boiling quicksilver, to #ttmiration and tickling of a great multitude. Heovh
gave me that powder" (the stranger Butler, whorfireefound in prison) "had so much as would
transmute 200,000 pounds worth of gold" (98). "@urture of gold”, says Paracelsus, "has within it
an astral fire which conquers all things and chartgem into a nature like itself; it is a most fixe
substance and immutable in the multiplications iaipowder having the reddest color, almost like
saffron, yet the whole corporeal substance isdidjlie resin, transparent like crystal, frangibles|
glass. It is of a ruby color of the greatest weiginid this is a true sign of the tincture of the
philosophers, that by its transmuting force all @rfpct metals are changed, and this gold is bter
the gold of the mines; and out of it may be prepdretter medicines and arcane" (99). So likewise
Friar Bacon says, and Lully, and Arnold in his Spem, that he had seen and touched, after much
labor and industry, the perfect thing transmutib@d). And Geber in these words --- "The things are
manifest in which the verity of the work is nigimdawe have considered the things perfecting this
work is nigh, and we have considered the thingfepBng this work by a true investigation, with
certain experience, whereby we are assured thittealords are true which are by us written in our
volumes, according as we found them by experimedtraason” (101). And again, --- "By the
goodness of God'’s instigation and by our own irgeskabor, we have searched out and found, and
have seen with our eyes and handled with our hidr@dsompletement of matters sought after in our
magistery” (102). And Pico di Mirandola, in his lkdde Aura --- "I come now", says the prince, "to
relate what my eyes have seen plainly without medbscurity; one of my friends, who is now living,
has made gold and silver several times in my pieeseand | have seen it and done it myself* (103).

We do not adduce these testimonials in proof ehéne truth or plausibility of the Hermetic abiyt

to lead on inquiry, without which it would be edyalain to believe as to deny; and further, to show
the pretension was not ambiguous, but absolutelygire, if at all, we have the story of the
transmutation before Gustavus Adolphus in the $620, the gold of which was coined into medals
bearing the king's effigy with the reverse, Mercand Venus; and that other at Berlin, before ting ki
of Prussia, widely celebrated in 1710 (104). Tloeystelated by Kircher in his Mundus Subterraneus
also is explicit, and that of Helvetius; but thegfgoing, taken casually, may be sufficient to intkc
that the evidence of Alchemy was neither abstrachidden, nor

"vaguely opinable,
But clean, experimental and determinable":

And that if there was deception at all, it musténaeen willful and not the offspring of self-delusi

on the part of the adepts. And then what shoulddadnen to invent, age after age, and to reiterate
and confirm a shameful and unpopular falsehoodPRieds hermits and ecclesiastics, physicians and
metaphysicians, men of high rank and reputatiaratfeve and out of the way of sordid allurements,
most of whom had in fact relinquished station, powesalth, and worldly benefices for the science,
sake and the cause of true religion? What intstestild have moved them, even supposing minds so



degraded as to deceive so far and frequently fibiédv men? Or shall we conclude that Ripley wither
was so mad and simple a knave as to write the taffieis king to show him the actual working of the
Stone, if he had possessed nothing? But he eveniges to unfold the whole confection
conditionally. Would he so far have ventured, oatmmotive had he to deceive?

"Never trewly for merke nor for pounde

Make yt | common; but to you conditionedly

That to yourself ye shall keep yt secretly;

And only yt use, as may be God's pleasure,

Els in tyme comynge of God | shoulde abye

For my discoveringe of hys secret treasurye" (105).

And if the notion of willful deceit is improbabl#éjen, their problem being one of tangible factss it
still less likely that they were themselves decaive- "I write not fables", says H. Khunrath irshi
Ampitheater; "with thine own hands thou shalt harathd with thine own eyes thou shalt see Azoth,
viz., the Universal Mercury, which alone with itgernal and external fire is sufficient for thedjigh
transforms itself into what it will by the fire".nfd again, --- "I have traveled much and visitedstho
esteemed to know what by experience and not in @amongst whom, | call God to witness, | got of
one the universal tincture, and the blood of thenlLiwhich is the gold of the philosophers. | hagers
it, touched it, tasted it, smelt it, and used fitcatiously towards my poor neighbors in most desijge
cases. Oh, how wonderful is God in his works!" (105

The liberal mind naturally experiences a difficultydisbelieving where, a possibility being granted
the testimony in support of a matter is fair anddrable. And though sensible evidence and more
than this sometimes is required to silence negatsgertion; yet reason, supported by her witnesses,
may enervate it, and induce that strict investagatind thought which should always precede
experiment, but which the multitude have neverbgatn found willing to undertake; and are
consequently led astray in progress, and leartwvesre by chance. It is said that Lord bacon ins#
certain experiments with a view to the discoveryhef philosophers’ stone, and in the Advancement
of Learning he faithfully recognizes the possiilias does also Sir Isaac Newton in his works:dmbr
either of these great men, though they were pttiansuccessful themselves, condemn the ancient
tradition or deny its validity. Yet it would seemlbe more ordinarily natural to the human mind to
reject these things, which it has neither beeryéantbued in the belief of, nor instructed to
understand; besides individual research into messibpilities, and because facts only are alleged, i
too hopeless and arduous for this short life, wiéxfuires a definite assurance of success, ard frui
even from the smallest labor. And this is the warfzhlliation for despising Alchemy, and many
things which the ancients have asserted in likemagrwithout the requisite means of realizatiorr. Fo
they would not, not have they anywhere openly dedlaeven the common Subject of their Art; but
left mankind to imagine, as they did, all that veaneous concerning it, as of their salts, sulfurs
mercuries, magic elements, and occult confectidftgat a chaos of metaphor and monstrous allusion
does not the literature of Alchemy present at firstv! With what fantastic images and inconclusive
positions is it not replete --- sings, symbolisansg subtle enigmas innumerable, as if to try the
ingenuity at every point? Contrary to the usualeavar of writers to enlighten, by rendering their
ideas intelligible, the adepts appear to haveectir contrary aim, at least so it would occur ng@ne
from a cursory survey; now leading along by songeimous allegory, full of deep and exciting
suggestions, yet withal enveloped in a mysterylszore that without more light it were impossible
to penetrate it; then, further to seduce, addingay be, another gleam of argument, tantalizireg th
hope and wearying the understanding with unequsartisns, until all passes away again, with all
possibility of discernment, behind some cloudedaplebr or word of warning that the secret of the
ages may not be profaned. A variety of artificesoading to the cabalistic method, moreover, have
been employed, and the Hermetic discourses arafnetuently found introverted in their order, and
dispersed with repetitions, to prevent the trugmfroecoming openly obvious, even to those who had
already become possessed of the true key; butodnihe vestibule and entrance rights;



"If you consider how the partes of the werkes

Be out of order set by the old clerkes,

As | said before, the master of this arte,

Every and each of them disclosed but a parte;

Wherefore tho’ ye perceived themas ye woulde,

Yet ye cannot order or joine them as ye should@rdh, 107).

"For is not our art cabalistic", asks Artephiusddull of mysteries? And you, fool, believe wedba
the secret of secrets openly, and understand ordsvaxcording to the letter; be assured, we are not
envious, but he that takes the philosophers’ sagaugrding to the outward sense and signification
has already lost the clue to Ariadne, and wandei@na down the labyrinth, and it would be of the
same benefit to him as if he had thrown his mongy the sea" (108). And Sendivogius, to the same
effect in the Preface of thievelve Treatises-- "l would", says he, "have the candid reader b
admonished that he understand my writings, notwschnfrom the outside of my words as from the
possibility of nature; let him consider that thig /& for the wise, not for the ignorant; and ttret

sense of the philosophers is of another naturetthe understood by vaporizing Thrasoes, or the
letter learned scoffers, or vicious, against tbhain consciences; or ignorant montebanks, who, most
unworthily defaming the most commendable art ofwlmy, have with their Whites and Reds
deceived almost the whole world" (109). And agmthe Epilogue, --- "All things indeed", says the
adept, "might have been comprehended in a few;llmgswe are willing to guide into the knowledge
of nature indirectly, by reasons and examples:ttiat may knowest what the thing truly is thou
shouldst seek after, also that thou might havereaher light and shadow, discovered to thee. Be no
displeased if thou meetest sometimes with conttiadie in my treatises, it being the custom of
philosophers to use them; thou hast need of thfetmouw understandest them, thou shalt not findse ro
without prickles" (110).

"Each artist striving yt howtoconceal

Lest wretched caitiffs shulde the treasure steal.

Nor villains shulde their vyllanyes maintain

By this rare art; which danger they to heal

In horrid metaphors veiled are an art most plain,

Lest each fool knowing yt shulde yt when known diste" (Ripley, 111).

And Roger Bacon advises, therefore, to leave giearents until the ground of wisdom is properly
conceived. --- "And though | say, take this, arid,thelieve me not but operate according to thedjlo
i.e., according to the understanding, and so ofesle off experiments, apprehend my meaning, and
you will find, believe me, being a lighted cand{@12). And Basil Valentine and Eiranaeus, and most
adepts in short, warn their readers against runinitogthe practice upon vague premises, and before
they have attained to a full understanding of tlaten to be taken in hand; yet, notwithstanding all
their injunctions, many seekers, and faithful otoes have been led astray: Geber’s receipts, Basil’
and Glauber’s, though at variance with all commensg probability, have been the means of
surrounding many a literal soul with stills, coaad furnaces, in hope by such lifeless instrumients
sublime the Spirit of Nature; or by salt, sulfudamercury, or the three combined with antimony, to
extract the Form of gold. But they who have thllefeto practice, without the true Light or heeding
their injunctions, had no right to charge theioewn the adepts, the disappointment and misery of
those fanatical chemists having been attributabtbdir own misunderstanding bias, and more
frequently owing to the deceit of sophists thathogenuine tradition of Hermetic science.

Since difficulties however are apparent, and tletgmders to the Art were in latter times far more
numerous than the true adepts, and the literafsehffered in consequence grievous disgrace and
spoliation, it is not surprising that the publiaving been so long and grossly deluded, should at
length have shut out Alchemy from amongst its cnelde If there was no desire to search deeper, it
was wisely done, and checked the raging of a ssterdper. But that many have fallen into error and
suffered, or others proved deceivers, or that thedihas chosen to disbelieve, are no proofs in



philosophy, even if it were without so many witressthat the Hermetic mystery is groundless. The
world is fully as ignorant of the genuine doctrame Art of Wisdom as were the imposters whomit
repudiated, and their judgment concerning it ia®fittle value. The words of the philosophers
remain, though modern science is not able to contfirem, or present anything analogous to the
powers they professed, not in the advancementeafiheral kingdom only, but over all nature. And
since they unanimously recommend a studious exd@imiman order to conceive rightly of the
promises held out, before atemnpting to judge tbethe pretensions of their Art, we propose to
investigate preliminarily the theoretic ground amdtter on which the physical possibility of
transmutation rests.
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Chapter Il

Of the Theory of Transmutation in General, and of he First Matter

Est in Mercurio quicquid quaerunt Sapientes ---BalEcercit. 1.

The theory of Alchemy, though arcane, is very senfit basis indeed may be comprehended in that
only statement of Arnold di Villanova, in his Spaau, --- That there abides in nature a certain pure
matter, which, being discovered and brought byaaperfection, converts to itself proportionally al
imperfect bodies that it touches.



And this would seem to be the true ground of mieliransmutation, and of every other; namely, the
homogeneity of the radical substance of things;@nthe alleged fact that metals, minerals, and all
diversified natures, being of the same createtigiiaciples, may be reduced into their commondasi
or mercurial first matter, the whole Hermetic dowrappears to hinge and proceed.

The multiform body of the world lies open, but 8wurce everywhere is occult; nor does ordinary
analysis at all discover this Universal Mattertaf adepts. It has been accordingly objected, that
natural species cannot be transmutable, becausettsenutation of different species one into anothe
necessarily implies mixtion and a spurious offsgrithus, that if it were even admitted possible by
any means to infuse gold into lead or other infeidom, it would still remain imperfect, and thettse
species be defiled by the vile admixture; thatrdwsilt would not in fact be gold at all, but of &die
nature, according to the proportionate virtue efitietals conjoining, golden or leaden, or as tke ca
might be. Since species are indestructible, thezetbe transmutation of metals has been regarsied a
a sophistical proposition and not a true art.

And this argument the alchemists also admittingelsmetimes seemed to contradict themselves and
their science; but such is not really the caseany from want of understanding them has it been
supposed so. It is not species that they profesaitemute; nor do they ever teach in theory e |

as lead, or mercury as mercury specificate, carthbaged into gold, any more than a dog into a horse
a tulip into a daisy, or vice versa, in this wayything of unlike kind; but it is the subject-matte

these metals, the radical moisture of which theyusniformly composed, that they say may be
withdrawn by art and transported from inferior Fsrribeing set free by the force of a superior fetmen
or attraction.

Species, says Friar Bacon, are not transmutedhbintsubject-matter rather, Species non
transmutantur, sed subjecta specierum optime eriine: --- therefore the first work is to reduc
the body into water, that is, into mercury, andg ikicalled Solution, which is the foundation of th
whole art (1). And the first preparation and fouramtaof the Hermetic art, says the author of the
Rosarium, is Solution and a reduction of the bady water, which is argent vive: for it is well knn

to artists that species cannot, as themselvesabgsmuted, since they are not liable to sensililerac
and corruption; but the Subjects of species raliece they are corruptible and may be changed; yet
neither can the Subjects of species be transmuitdgelss they are reduced first into their first matt
and made free to pass from one into another fownhtlBs is not contrary to reason, because one form
being expelled, another may be introduced, asideat in rustic operations --- as in the making of
glass from flints, stones and ashes: much moresheald the experienced philosopher be able to
corrupt the Subject-matter of natures and to intceda new Form (2). Arnold, also admitting that
species are indestructible, advises thereforethigaSubject be freed by an artificial reduction (3)
Species non transmutari sed individual specierdmA@d Avicenna (5), and Aristotle (6), who is also
quoted from by Ripley.

As the Philosopher who in the Book of Meteors digite,
That the likeness of bodyes metallyne be not tramahbhe.
But afterwards he added theis words of more delyte,
Without they be reduced to their beginning matdeiab
Wherefore such bodies as in nature be liquable
Mineral and metalline may be mercurizate,

Conceive ye may theis science is not opinable,

But very true by Raymond and others determinate (7)

When therefore Lully, speaking of the Art, declattes species are absolute and cannot be changed
one into another, --- Elementiva habent vera combs et una species se non transmutet in aliam (8)
--- We shall not understand him as denying théadny means, but a false position of it only; the
fundamental possibility and principle of transmigtatbeing not of species, but of their Universal
Subject or first matter.



An this Universal Subject is the alleged foundatidithe whole Hermetic experiment; not only the
thing transmutable in natures, as is above thgtiiansmutable in natures, as is above shownhleut t
thing transmuting also, when set free and segrdgatiés proper essentiality, the fermented Spirit
assimilates the Light throughout. --- Trust not;ssthe adept, those imposters who tell you of a
sulphur tingens, and | know not what fables; whoglso the narrow name of Chemia on a science
ancient and infinite. It is the Light only that cle truly multiplied, for this ascends and descdnuiw
the first fountain of multiplication and generatidrhis Light (discovered and perfected by art) agapl
to any body, exalts and perfects it in its own Kiifith animals, it exalts animals; if to vegetahjle
vegetables; if to minerals, ir refines mineralg] &manslates them from the worst to the best cangit
where, note by the way, that every body hath pagsinciples in itself for this Light to work upon,
and therefore needs not to borrow any from golsilger (9).

This last advice is given to correct a common etttaat the alchemists extracted from the Form éut o
these metals to transmute and increase with. @Gnesnception of their initial principle has indeed
caused their positions frequently to appear ridiosj as of the common talk, for instance, of weighi
and proportioning the elements so exactly as tstioie them into lasting accord; of consolidating
the metalline vapor by heat artificially introdug¢ed by the rays of the sun and moon drawn to
simultaneous cooperation, and several such-likeslity imputed follies, far from their minds, who
protested against such misunderstanding, havingrassto themselves another principle and another
method of generating metals, by which they werdleabto follow nature independently, and help her
to exceed the ordinary limits of her law: not bg ttondensation of imaginary vapors in the mines, or
by the assistance of the great luminary or lurgdnt)ibut by working, as it is said, the only unsedr
living and occult nature by and through itself estifically, which contains within itself the origal of

all these, even of the whole manifested existefbas, we read, in the Lucerna Solis,

A certain thing is found in the world

Which is also in every thing and in every place.

It is not earth, nor fire, nor air, nor water,

Albeit it wants neither of these things,

Nay it can become to be fire, air, water, and earth
For it contains all nature in itself purely andcgrely;
It becomes white and red, is hot and cold,

It is moist and dry and is diversifiable every way.
The band of Sages only have known it,

And they call it their salt.

It is extracted from their earth:

And has been the ruin of many a fool;

For the common earth is worth nothing here,

Nor the vulgar salt in any manner,

But rather the salt of the world,

Which contains in itself all Life:

Of it is made that medicine which will preserve yoam all maladies (10).

The Stone is one, says the monk in his Rosarymédicine is one, in which the whole mystery
consists, to which we add nothing nor take awaytang, only in the preparation, removing
superfluities (11). All is made of Mercury, saysh®g for when Sol is reduced to his first original,
i.e., the mercury, then nature embraceth natudtbgropen and manifest proof we have concluded
that our Stone is no other than a foetant spidtlaring water, which we have named dry water, by
natural proportion cleansed and united with sugbnyrthat they can never more be absent each from
other (12). And Aquinas says, --- It is Mercuryraawhich perfects in our work, and we find in it al
we have need of; nothing different must be addedhes mistaking, believe that the work cannot be
perfected with mercury alone without his sisteg.(ias agent and patient) that thou addest nothing
different from mercury; and know also that gold ailder are not unlike in kind to this our Mercury;
for it is their root: if thou workest therefore WiMercury alone, without foreign intervention, thou
obtainest thy desire. The White and Red proceed froe root, for it dissolves and coagulates itself



-whitens, rubifies, and makes itself to be botHoyeland black; it unites with itself, conceiveseifs
and brings itself forth, to the full perfectingits$ intention (13).

It is only in her manifold changes that natureriswn and made apparent in ordinary life; but, since
these alchemists profess to have enjoyed anotperiernce, and through their Art to have discovered
her in her simple essentiality, to be that totaloltworks all conditionedly throughout existende, i

will therefore be requisite to consider their whatetrine with reference to this presumed unitg an
by no means be led aside by their metaphoric laggyirdo a common misconstruction of its meaning;
but since, according to the old maxim, All is in fidiery which the wise men seek, let us seek
therefore if we may be able at all to identify thercury, and whether the same ancient material be
yet on earth,

It is well known, that the Greeks and eastern sdgased all things in common from a certain pure
and hidden fire; Stoics, Pythagoreans, Platorasis,Peripatetics view with each other in celebgatin
the occult virtues of the Ether; its all-pervadeggence and perfective power: in it they place the
providential regulation of nature; it was the vify and substance of their theosophy, in whichmfro
the highest to the lowest confines of existenaanfdove to the last link in the infernal monardly,
were inhabiting the ethereal world; for, as Virgglys, it lights and nourishes the innermost eath a
well as the air and starry heavens.

Principio coelum, ac terras, composque liquentes,
Lucentemque globum Lunae, Titaniaque astra,
Spiritus intus alit; totamque infusa per artus

Mens agitat molem, et magno se corpore mi§b&t

And the assertions of the Ethnics, about the Arfitoadi, differ very little or nothing in substance
from the Hebrew doctrine, but in words only; neithee their opinions so heinous or ridiculous &s th
zealous policy of ignorance, under a Christianguigs too often caused them to appear. Thatigere
a fluid or vitalizing principle invisibly permeatinall things, and resident in the air we breathe,
common experience indicates, for life cannot subgihout air, not in all kinds of air; but therg i
some one quality or ingredient in the atmosphernelwis a secret food of life, and on which it
immediately depends; what this aliment is, thougimynnames have been invented, the moderns in
default of knowledge are not agreed; and seeiegaapes the test of their closest vessels andsasaly
and that it can be neither seen, heard, felt, aturally understood, the ancient theory of the One
Element has been very much derided. The chemishiday, indeed, with Boerhaave, Boyle, and
others eminent of that period, hold with the alclstsn that there is a distinct substance universall
diffused, though sensible only in its mixed fornmsl owerful effects; that it is the alone pure and
active source of all things, and most firm bondhaf natural elements, giving life to all bodies,
penetrating and sustaining all things, and enlivgrill; that this mighty Ether moreover is always a
hand, ready to break forth into action on predisgdasubjects; fermenting, producing, destroying, and
governing the total course of nature. Bishop Bekeloo, in his Siris, contends learnedly in fagbr
the same universal material, which he likewisescether, and a pure invisible fire --- the mosttlsub
and elastic of all bodies pervading all, and comsidhat it is from thence, and not from any midgle
property, that the air has its power of sustenamckvitalization.

These then, with a few others, in recent times lsaviar concurred with the ancients in distinguighi
the fontal Spirit of nature, apart from its manié&®n, and as distinct from that elementary igmiti

with which we are sensibly familiar; for they dotratlow that to be fire indeed, but an excitatiatyo

or effect of the antecedent potency which they descBut then they could adduce no tangible proof
of their doctrine. The worked could not see theitisible fire. It has therefore been regarded aeee
speculative chimera (which in part it was perhapsheir minds, without experience), and,
accordingly, disbelieved. For philosophy, at lendglndably anxious to prove all things, yet toith
theorize, will suppose nothing that is not operigvgn; how then should she recognize that recondite
fire?



Neither are we desirous absolutely to assume &, lier though experiments of recent date seem to
supply concurrent evidence, and the phenomena sfidasm have helped to force again on the
minds of the more observing portion of mankindsbhpposition of a New Imponderable, or Odic
Force, yet, few believe; and we pass it now toiocoetour research concerning that elder
Quintessence of the magi which they introduce asa being of speculation merely, but of
experimental science; not perceptible only in méddglorms, in the common air or elementary water,
but as an essence compact and tangible withoutdgeteeity; in which pure estate, the Kabalists als
describing, call it, Lumen Vestimenti, the VehioleLight; and the Greeks, the Free Ether, thabis t
say, freed from the prison of gross matter, and &bivork of itself intimately by the virtue of itavn
included light. Thus Zeno defines it, --- Ignemeeastificiosum, ad gignendum progredientem via; ---
as a plastic fire, ever generating by rule. Ande@i¢ as that coelestis alstissima aethereaqueanadur
est ignea aquae per se omnia gignat, --- that haastenly high ethereal igneous nature, which
spontaneously begets all things (15).

That light of life; the vital draught

That forms the food of every living thing,

And e’en the high, enthroned, all-sparkling eye

Of ever-mounting fire; th’ immense expanse,

The viewless Ether in his genial arms

Clasping the earth; Him call thou Lord and Jové (16

It is requisite, however, to distinguish airs héest we speak profanely, calling that Jove whichat
Jove; and mistaking Olympus, embrace some cloutsiithie life-giving Juno is far away above all

our idea and sight. For the goddess is subtilehgtad in nature commonly observable in her action
only, as adepts say, and to the world unknown,easa&’we may observe Lully, amongst others telling
us, she is of another birth, and cannot be brotggkmhowledge without sagacious handling and human
help. ---Imo argentums vivum nostrum est aqua alterius r@@&ugquae reperiri non potest supra
terram, cum in actionem venire non posit per naturabsque adjutorio ingenii et humanarum
manuum operationibus (17).

Hoc vere nulibi est quod quaerimus

Nowhere; for the ethereal spirit does not subsigself, separate or tangibly on earth; but, givin
subsistence to other beings, is occultated evémeinlife, and defiled. It is moreover, an espkcia
doctrine of adepts, that nature operates her andmanifestation in direct contrariety to her petfe
law; that, as darkness and imperfection are novargop, the true Light is made occult; and that
neither sanity nor beauty can permanently superirehedies, unless the contrary be operated in
them; so that that which is fixed becoming voladitel the volatile nature fixed, the adventitious or
externally generated image may be constrictedlyttnd the central form contrariwise developed
into life and act.

Si fixum solvas faciasqu volare solutum
Et volucrem figas, facient te vivere tutum:
Solve, Coagula, Fige.

Thus, it is said that by a real experimental iniersthe Hermetic Art has proved imperfections¢o b
accidental to nature, and introduced to her frothavit; that as water, spread abroad upon a many-
colored surface of earth, salts, or spices takefitie and flavor of the spot on which it restst &
with the prolific source of things; specie subgisit adventitiously, as it were, by sufferanced amay
be expelled, and ought to be for the attainmemeofection. --- Whoever desires to attain this end,
says Arnold, let him understand the conversiomefalements, to make light things heavy, and to
make spirits no spirits, then he shall not work istrange thing. Converte elementa et quod quaeris
invenies (18).



And if any skillful minister of nature shall apgigrce to nature; and, by design, torture and vaéx it
order to its annihilation, says the philosophemiit the contrary, being brought to this necessity,
changes and transforms itself into a strange yaoikeshapes and appearances; for nothing but the
power of the Creator can annihilate it or trulytdeg so that, at length, running through the whole
circle of transformations, and completing its pdriid in some degree restores itself, if the fdree
continued. And that method of torturing or detagwnill prove the most effectual and expeditious
which makes use of manacles and fetters; i.e.,Haldand works upon matter in the extremist degree
(19).

So much does Lord Bacon assume upon the decla#tioamocritus; our philosopher had in him the
bright light of genius, which enabled in him indagdently of experience to conceive well and grapple
with the possibility of nature. His mind glanceduitively through and beyond the darkness which
time had cast before the Wisdom of antiquity, aedliscerned her yet beaming afar off with
venerable splendor in her old domain. Though cltbinghe superficies, observing and collecting
facts, he honored those sages who long before athekperimented into the center, and proved there
a firm and immutable foundation of truth; but tleitthe was not himself able to pass, for he knew
nothing of their Great Art, or of its subject evand naturally mistook their hidden ground. Had the
smallest glimpse only been revealed to him, he @balve imagined all differently, or even proposed
that the dissolution of nature should be attemptedhanically, or by help of such “particular
digesters applied to the fire”, as in tBglva Sylvarunme seriously designs for this end (20).

Such instruments do, in fact, expel the very natdrieh the ancients prized; leaving us without all
recompense in the dead ashes of her consumingepstoereas, the proposal of Demaocritus is not
only to reduce the matter, with her false formgh®verge of annihilation, but to entrap the tsuieit
and help her on from thence to operate her owmagital freed will, which according to this
testimony she possesses, and is able to manifegipimg herself spontaneously about it, even to a
recreation. But if she is suffered to depart irbliswithout pursuit or amendment, which is the
common catastrophe, then she is caught up by e#temal compellants, and becoming defiled, is
imprisoned by them and no better than she was @&€Tdre contrariation proposed by the proposed by
the alchemists, indeed, is not the power of ordimat, any more than of nature herself; but shegms
through death from one form into another, as inctemic vessels, without self-discovery, being
instigated by a most forcible excentric will, whishe has no power but to obey: yet, as the passage
runs, --- If any skillful minister shall apply atar force, and by design torture and vex the spirit
order to its annihilation, it, being brought undlgis necessity, transforms and presently resttseH,i
the force being continued.

And that magic, says Paracelsus, is the most singatret that directed such an entrance into eratur
which, if it were divinely done by God alone, it wd be to no purpose to study for it. But the Deity
doth not make himself especially operative henéitinat magic then were natural, certainly it was
most wonderful, very excellent for quickness ofaagion, the like whereof nature can neither give
nor express. For whilst that is at work, beyondtahgs fall apart into their elements, breakingHo
into their act and simple essence. The greatesictaiof all in philosophy is separation: separation
was the principle and beginning of all generatidnd as it was in the great mystery, so it is in the
lesser. The truphat, or matter of the metals, Brangerything into its due form (21). --- Convenrt th
elements, says Arnold, and you will find what yeels for our operation is nothing else than a
mutation of natures, and the method of conversiaour Argent vive is the reduction of natures to
their first root (22). The elements of Mercury lipseparated, says Ripley, and again commixed by
equal weight or proportion, make the elixir comelé3).

Now as we are taught from the beginning, that thelerof the Hermetic theory and practice proceeds
upon the assumption of a certain Universal Beinggiture, which is occult, and since the whole Art
therefore has respect to this, we may be carefobbserve that in speaking of elements, our autthors
not allude to the common elements --- as of fireaad water --- with which we are familiarly
conversant, or to those subtler gases, so cateples of modern Chemistry, all of which are impure



and equally irrelevant to this philosophy but thermeents they speak of, as being introverted and
transformed are the elements of the Mercury, pt@seof the universal spirit; in which, and by wiic
alone, they profess to have operated the perfestikaxcle of their Stone. We must not limit, says
Paracelsus, an element to a bodily substance titygdat which we see is only the receptacle; the
true element is a spirit of life, and grows inthihgs, as the soul in the body of man. This isRinst
Matter of the elements, which can neither be seerfialt, and yet is in all things; and the firsttiea

of the elements of the elements is nothing elsdéhaitlife which the creatures have; and it is¢hes
magical elements which are of such an excellentgamzk activity that nothing besides can be found
or imagined like them (24).

We do not know whether we have set the positioarkiethat the order of natural procedure ought to
be introverted for a true and perfect manifestatiba point is subtle, and as it may be more easily
apprehended hereafter on more intimate groundeaxelit for the present to consider especially what
that nature was, which the alchemists profess e hewvolutionized, in order that gathering their
definitions of the whole, we may be better ablemfards to conceive the particulars. ---

Qui Proteum non novit, adeum Pana.

Fortis subtilis Pan, integer et generalis;

Et totus ignis, aura, terra, sive aqua,

Qui resides solio cum tempore semper eodem
Medio, supreme et infimo regno tuo.

Concipiens, generans, producens, omnia servans,
Exordium rerumque finis omniu(26).

Yet not in his elementary immanifest diffusion lstinvoke the most Ancient Nature, but as he was
discovered by the Hermetic masters; whole, andusimly, and before any alteration had been induced
in his uniform substance by their art. Thus Albsitilagnus defines the mercury of the wise to be a
watery element, cold and moist, a permanent wategnctuous vapor, and the spirit of body; and
again, --- the first material of the metals is actuous subtle humidity, forcibly incorporated wéh
subtle terrestreity (27). Atrephius describes ia aghite fume, in substance like to pure silver,
resolving bodies into their original whiteness; asda vegetable life making all things to grow,
multiply and resuscitate (28). Which Lully, notslimilarly viewing, calls Hyle, saying, that it is a
clear compounded water, most like in substancegen vive, that it is found flowing upon earthdan
is generated in every compound out of the substafitee air, therefore the moisture is extremely
heavy (29). Seek our Argent vive, says Arnold, ymal will have all you desire from it; it is a stone
and no stone, in which the whole Art consists,ispoul and body; which if thou coagulatest, itlwi
be coagulated; an if thou makest it fly, it wilyfifor it is volatile, and clear as a tear. Andeafitards,

it is made citrine, then saltish, but without cayst and no man may touch it with his tongue, fis &
deadly poison. Behold, | have described it to theg;] have not named it, lest it should become
common in the hands of all; nevertheless, | wilhimanner name it, and tell thee that if thou s&y i
water, thou dost say truth; and if thou sayest mnat water, thou dost lie. Be not therefore desmbiv
with manifold descriptions and operations, fosiOne Thing to which nothing extraneous is added
(30). There is another found speaking after theessense --- Belus, in the classic synod of Aristaeu
and this, he says, amongst all great philosopkaragisterial, that our stone is no stone; thouigh w
the ignorant this is ridiculous; for who will behe that water can be made a stone, or a stone;water
noting is more different than these two? Yet, inpeuth, it is so; for this very permanent watgthe
stone, but whilst it is water it is no stone (34gain; ---

It is a stone and no stone,

In which the whole art consists;

Nature has made it such,

But has not yet brought it to perfection.

You will not find it on earth, since there it has growth;
It grows only in the caverns of the mountains.



The whole art depends on it;

For he who has the vapor of this thing,

Has the gilded splendor of the Red Lyon,

The pure and clear Mercury.

And he who knows the red Sulfur which it contains,
Has within his power the whole foundation (32).

Basil Valentine, more intimately defining the natwf the First Matter, declares it to be comparéble
no manifested particular whatever, and that altdeson fails in respect of it, without the ligbf

true experience. And Rupecissa says the same: iptel/Rhat is not like any common water or
earthy material, but a middle substanceAgtiosa substantia sicca reperta partaking of extremes
celestial and terrestrial; and though it may seentradictory so to speak of a fist matter, as of a
middle, or third; yet this is done in respect ®ogeneration by active and passive relations of the
Universal Spirit, whence it proceeds as a third hggnogeneal from its radix; Lully also calls it
tertium, and compounded in this sense; and Basdr\iae, ---

Corpus anima spiritus in duobus existit,
Ex quibus tota res procedit:

Procedit ex uno et est res una,

Volatile et fixum simul colliga,

Sunt duo et tria et saltem unum

Si non intelliges, nihil obting&3).

And Vaughan, for example of a modern authority, thay the First Matter is indeed the union of
masculine and feminine spirits; the quintessendewf the ternary of three, and the tetract of,one
and that these are his generations, physical atapimgsical. The thing itself, continues he, is aldio
without form, a divine animated mass of complexika silver, neither mere power nor perfect action,
but a weak virgin substance, a certain soft pwWeénus, the very love and seed of nature, theuraxt
and moisture of heaven and earth (34). As Sendigdgiewise declares, --- Our water is heavenly,
not wetting the hands, not of the vulgar, but alma water (35); and by such familiar analogiss a
tears, rain, dew, milk, wine, and oil, the ferméptanciple of the spirit and her distilled quinsesce
are very ordinarily denoted. We conclude thesealanstructions with the following summary
passage from the ancient book of Synesius, andekeLight--- It is, says this esteemed author,
speaking of the same Matter, a clear Light, whili ith true virtue every mind that has once
perceived it; it is the nucleus and bond of allélements which are contained in it, and the spirit
which nourishes all things, and by means of whiature operates universally; it is the virtue, true
beginning, and end of the whole world; in plaimier the quintessence is no other than our viscous
celestial and glorious soul drawn from its mineyaohr magistery. But nature alone engendersis; it
not possible to make it by art; for to create isgar to God alone; but to make things that are not
perceived, but which lie in the shadow to apperd, ta take from them their veil, is granted to an
intelligent philosopher by God, through nature. Ahid Latex is the sharp vinegar which makes gold
a pure spirit, seeing she is even that blessed wditieh engenders al things, Our subject is present
to the eyes of the whole world, and it is not knb®rour heaven, O our water, O our mercury, O our
slat nitre, abiding in the sea of the world! O gagetable; O our sulfur, fixed and volatile; O our
caput mortuum, or dead head, or foeces of our@aaWwater, that wets not the hands; without which
nothing grows or is generated in the whole worlddAhese are the Epithetes of Hermes, his Bird,
which is never at rest. It is of small account, iyetbody can be without it, and so thou hast dieced
to thee a ting more precious than the whole warvlich | plainly tell thee is nothing else than cea
water, which is congealed in gold and silver, axitaeted by the help of our chalybs, or steel,Hgy t
art of philosophers, in a wonderful manner by adpnt son of science.

Thus obscure, after all, is the true Matter of Alheghemists; and if we presume to add here, that it
the simple generated substance of life and lighmtanifestly flowing throughout nature, and define i
as that without which nothing that exists is ablbéé, we are not for this yet wiser how to obtain o



work it apart; nor are words sufficient to convejst notion where there is no ground of
apprehension; and whether a thing be most likenvaseth, fire, quicksilver, azote, or ether, is
indifferent to the mind, needing actual experiettcéx its idea. This the art promises to a patiamd
true philosopher, but as a reward of individuablaind perseverance only. We may content ourselves
thus early, therefore, with the exclusive assurdhatit is no one of the many things with whichse
brings us acquainted; that it is neither water,aath, nor air, nor fire, though it contains impiple
the nature of all these; neither gold, nor silver, mercury, nor antimony, nor any alkali, or gars,
vitriol of the vulgar; though these titles are fdunterspersed abundantly with others, equally
deceptive, in the pages of the adepts. Neitheraisimal absolutely, or vegetable, or mineral, oy a
natural particular whatever: but the alone Lael@i&@\latent in and about all, which the Enigma
celebrates as comprehending all; but which the étubts alone teach experimentally to expound.

The ordinary phenomena of light, however, may ocasmot dissimilar from those which they
describe; only that they are shadowy and minglechpared with the alleged virtue and perfective
properties of the Philosophic Subject. Yet as eoterblue, red, yellow and purple --- are blended
the one uniform solar light, and are shown apanpsi by a prismatic parting of the rays, or pagsl
of their essence; and again, when the disposii@xc¢hanged, relapsing, they exhibit the uniform
whiteness whence they came; so is it said to betive Alchemical Pan, who, being but one himself,
is in his offspring multitudinous, and manifoldewmery diversity of form, hue, and complexion.

The ever varying substance of the whole
Etherial, watery, earthy general soul,
Immortal Fire! Even all the world is thine

And pars of thee, O Proteus, power divine;
Since all things nature first to thee consigned,
And in thy essence omniform combined.

Then, again, as light and heat mingle with bodigsring their composition, hardening some,
softening others, destroying or cherishing, chagfireir aspect continually, and modifying their
qualities; so is the Mercurial quintessence saggrtaluce all various effects, but within itself
consummately without external reference, or eleargreonfusion. Hitherto we have had account of
the Matter only as it first appears, pure, as gsy and white, out of the philosophical contritiand
so far, we find the testimony sufficiently congrgotr- but when the wise artist has brought ath int
this annihilate condition, and pressed out the sat€her extreme life; nature re-acting, as #dgl,
exhibits from out her unity three great magnetiagples of being --- the Salt, Sulfur, and Mercofy
adepts, in relation to each other of agent, patamd offspring universal, --- perpetually flowifayth
to multitudinous manifestation. For Pan containst@lus, as we have seen before from Demaocritus,
and exhibits himself through this god; evolving mvearticular property and form of beings, out of
his central will, of necessity, as the Orphic oeadlleclares; also of Mercury, with like allusion.

“Hear me, O Mercury, and Son of Maia; the brighp@sitor of things!”.

This Proteus, then, or Mercury, or quintessengehdbsophers, is warily concealed by them under an
infinity of names, all more or less applicable, getusive; for though every epithet is admissible,
inasmuch as nothing can be said amiss of a UnivBtdget, yet the right conception is hard to gathe
from their books. In its artificial fermentationdiprogress towards perfection, the changes it
undergoes are manifold; and as the common lifeabfre, it becomes any and every conceivable thing
in turn that it wills to be; now it is mineral, novegetable, now animal; by predominance of either
principle, it is fire, spirit, body, air, earth, dwvater; a stone, a vapor, or an aqua sicca; ameisoil

of life, and a most sharp vinegar, a phoenix, araahder, a poisonous devouring dragon, and a
chameleon; every color, every thought is includeits circulations; nourishing, destroying, living,
dying, corrupting, purifying, it is all things; andnon, it is nothing, --- but a potential chaod agg

of philosophers; a precedential, nameless princgileays in mutation, becoming to be, --- firsitja
greatest, least, the servant of art and queentoferdProceeding homogeneal through each omniform



variety, and returning into herself manifestly tifie and all phenomena which she as constantly
supplies, the great Identity is as herself unchdnge

Et, quanto illa magis formas se vertet in omnes,
Tanto, nate, magis tenacia vinglar).

Adepts have taken advantage of the mutable nafuhein subject, to baffle the blind searcher, &l w
to confound false premises as to led the inteltiger discovery of the simple truth; and where we
find them speaking confusedly of elements, colans| operations, it is very requisite to bear indnin
the idiosyncracy of their ground, and that it ishe qualities and changes which take place duhag
preparation, and multiplying the Mercury by its peo Light, they allude, and not to any superficial
phenomena or those elements which the modernsdaaveimphantly decomposed. The three
principles, the Salt, Sulfur, and Mercury, are red#ferent as modes of being of the same thimgl a
the many names arising out of the action and pasgithese, do but indicate the stages of progress
and development, as of a tree, which with its leatreink, flowers, buds, fruit and branches, all
differing, is nevertheless one individual, of omimal, and of one root.

In the common estate, as the Spirit is in natuaiel, ® be everywhere, it is called a thing vile and
cheap; in its perfectly prepared form, a medicimerhost potent and precious in the whole world; and
the intermediate stages partake of the predominaineither extreme; being sublimed at first, it is
called a serpent, dragon, or green lion, on acoolité strength and crude vitality, which putrefyj
becomes a stronger poison, and their venomous td@dh afterwards appearing calcined by its
proper fire, is called magnesia and lead of thewigich again dissolving, becomes their vitriolic
solvent and most sharp acetum; and this afterwarctsanged into an oil, which, whitening, is called
milk, dew, quintessence, and by may other names;raised to the final perfection, it is hencefoet
phoenix, salamander, their royal essence and Ret St

Our great Elixir most high of price,

Our Azot, our Basiliske, and our Adrop, our Cockatr
Some call it also a substance exuberate,

Some call it Mercury of metalline essence,

Some limus derti from his body evacuate,

Some the Eagle flying fro’ the northwith violence,
Some call it a Toade for his great vehemence,

But few or none at all doe name it in its kinde,

It is a privy quintessence; keepe it well in mirf@s).

Some speaking of it thus in metaphor, others itrabisterms, and all ambiguously; one regarding
only certain properties, which another as entipelgses by, now describing in the natural state, ithe
its purified condition, or otherwise in any onetlo¢ intermediate stages through which it passes,
without note of order in the art; altogether it g without note of order in the art; altogethés by
no means wonderful that so many erroneous conelss$iave arisen respecting it, ingenuity having
been rather directed to obscure than reveal thie, thich indeed can hardly be well conceived,
without an insight into the experimental grounddAhere are other difficulties which beset an
exoteric theory of occult science, and inconsisesnwill continually appear betwixt the sound of
alchemical writings and their true sense, untilittigal ground is understood. Practice in the
beginning is required, therefore, to interrogateé discern, from amongst so many shadowy
representatives, the true light. Constantly holdingind the simplicity of the Substance, whence
these images are all derived, we may neverthekenabled to thread in comparative security this
Hermetic labyrinth of birds and wild beasts: ancewlGeber says, that the thing which perfects in
minerals, is the substance of argent vive and syffoportionally commixt in the bowels of clean
inspissate earth (39); or Sendivogius, that theenaft the metals is twofold (40);or Lully, or Rgy,
or Basil, calls it a third thing; we shall not unskand them, or any others so speaking, as ofiatyar



of things, of sulfur, mercury, or earth in a commemnse interpretation, but of the magnetic relation,
action, and passion of the Ethereal being in itself

And from the foregoing we may also judge that whiemmes says that the separation of the ancient
philosophers is made upon Water, dividing into feulbstances (41), that it is not the common
elementated water to which he alludes; any mone diich Thales when he said that all things were
generated from thence, or Moses when he taughthitea&pirit of God moved creatively upon the face
of the same. This water they speak of is not thid flvith which in this life we are conversant, eith

as dew, or of clouds, or air condensed in cavefiiseoearth, or artificially distilled in a receiveut

of sea fountains, either of pits, or rivers, asahgirical chemists formerly imagined --- but ithe
ethereal body of life and light which they profés$iave discovered, --- a certain tortured water,
having suffered alteration by art and becomes adipd. O how wonderful, exclaims the Arabian, is
that thing which has in itself all things which seek, to which we add nothing different or extract,
only in the separation removing superfluities (42)!

The sense of all these philosophers is the samé&amaheir gathered evidence we may infer that
their stone is nothing more or less than the ptinergality of nature, separated by artificial means
purified and made concrete by constriction andnsifie multiplication of its proper Light --- the
preparation, generation, birth, specification Hpeoceeding, arte mirabili, on the hidden bagig®
primal eduction. Earliest and easiest it attaindh&operfection of the mineral kingdom; and thedsafe
gold, says the adept, is a fiery form of Light iisspte, and this is the Stone of Fire;Lapis noster,
hic est ignis, ex igne creatus, et in ignem veyigtianima ejus in igna morat@43). Thus nature, by
the help of art, is said to transcend herself,laghtt is the true fermental principle which pertette
Ether in its proper kind.

Nor can one be so stupid as to think

That water of its own accord should cause
Within itself so great a change, and link
Sulphur and mercury with so firm laws,

Its own dimensions to penetrate

So many times a metal to create.

No, there must be an inward agent granted,
Else would a thing unchanged still remain;

This agent is the form that matter wanted,
While it its proper nature did retain;

This Form is Light, the source of central heat,
Which clothed with mater doth a seed beget.
The seed no sooner is produced, but soon
Essays to bring the matter to a change,

On it it stamps its character, which done,

The Matter lives, and that which may seem strange,
Co-worketh with the Form t'attain the end

To which the seed implanted doth intend... (44).

This of the mineral kingdom, where the Formal Ljght multiplication in its Ethe, is said to produce
gold; through superior skill and coction in the &t life, the elixir of the wise; and more rarght in
the animal kingdom, and most of all in man; whewadlthese are include, and a mystery of Universal
being, profound and difficult to govern and no lassuous than glorious to sustain. For though the
material is one throughout, forms are diverse,iarfdm it assumes an Image that is Divine and more
potent than all the rest: which is in this life yet embryo, but when unfolded through a new birth i
universal intelligence, transcends the limits @f thether sphere, and passes into communion wéth th
highest life, power, science, and most perfectitgli



Of the phenomena of light, electricity, magnetiste,, great account is taken at the present ddly; bo
to exhibit them, and to apply their various potesdb the affairs of life: but of the real souré¢hese
potencies, or of the true efficient in any casehimg is known. The beam has been tried and tatfure
through prismatic glasses and crystals, every atedragent has been exhausted upon it, and eldctrica
machines have been instituted to trap the fluidjdbwuain. The learned are free to admit that, giou
they have discovered much of the mysterious infteerof light, the more is discovered the more
miraculous do they appear. --- It has passed ttrewgry test without revealing its secrets, andheve
the effects which it produces in its path are uferpd problems still to tax the intellects of n{db).
These phenomena are effects then of a Cause unkaodhat very unknown Cause it was the
alleged object of the Hermetic experiment to pr@&keall we no therefore revert t the inquiry, and
search to ascertain whether, recovering the angiettiod of philosophizing, we may advance by it to
the same end?

Truth is no where manifested upon the earth, bechaesforms or sulfurs are perplexed, and the
passive spirit of nature is included and impuree Bimoreover specified elsewhere, and does not
consequently, as a true passive, reflect withaly to itself. But by the Hermetic dissolution thight
recipient is said to be obtained, the pure is sgpdrfrom the impure, the subtle from the grosd, an
the agent and the patient are one identity, asdarcmerald Table it is graven, --- That which ikte

is as that which is above, and that which is bakas that which is above, for the performing @& th
miracles of the One Thing whence all the rest prddey adaptation. --- And on this unitary basis of
production the metamorphosis of species is noidécutous. Have we not example in the common
process of fermentation, the mild juice of grapasverted into wine, and milk into butte and cheese
and whey; and these each proceeding out of ong tithout requiring the addition of anything
different: but only by operation of their own fermi¢hey become changed into different specific
natures? Just so is the Vital Spirit said to bethigyart of Alchemy, promoted from one form of lggin
into another by its won prepared must or leaved;ansuch, in turn, it reacts convertively on the
elements of its original extraction; having previlyyassed on, through many stages, from
imperfection to perfection. Analogy of this, likesg, we have in the animal kingdom; caterpillars
changing their neuter forms quiescently, and bengmiinged moths. There remains the great
difference, however, that whereas, in these faméli@mples, imprisoned nature rests necessarily
within the limiting law of her species; the will tfe philosophic Proteus is free to be drawn withou
hindrance to form itself about the universal magfets own infinite self-multiplicative Light; witch
being transmuted, transmutes; and multiplying, ipligfs its proper substance freely, in proportion t
the virtue which it has acquired in the fermentatidnd hence it may be better conceived, perhaps,
how this fermented Spirit or Stone, (as in the tatjise perfectness of its essence it has beead;all
when brought into contact with the crude life ofura whence it sprung, transmutes, i.e., attraes t
same away from other forms into intimate coaleseenith its own assimilative light. And
notwithstanding metals and all things in the wodslthe adepts say, derive their origin from theesa
Spirit, yet nothing is reputed so nearly alliedttas gold; for in all other metals there is some
impurity, and therefore a certain weight is lostramsmuting from them; but in gold there is ndng,
the Formal Light is wholly swallowed up in it withbresidue, dissolving intimately, gently, and
naturally, as they compare it to ice in warm waderegxcellent simile, by the way, inasmuch as the
commingling natures differ in state only and wetigiaally one. And | say to you, adds Sendivogius,
that you must seek for that hidden thing, out ofchtlis made, after a wonderful manner, such a
moisture or humidity which doth dissolve gold witlh@iolence or noise, but sweetly and naturally; if
you find this out you have that thing out of whiphld is produced by nature. And although all metals
have their origin from thence, yet nothing is derfdly to it as gold; it is even like a mother toand

so finally | conclude (46).

And the method of working to this discovery, andgtpply the deficiency of Form to the purified

body of the Spirit, is described as the same ih efthe three kingdoms of nature: the preparation
only being diversified according to the varietytiiings indigent or intended to be changed. Andef t
Art has been more frequently proved in the minkirggdom than in the other two, we learn that this
has happened, not because the power is limited tiebecause adepts have desired gold above every
other good, but because the metalline radix firssg@nts itself in the experimental process, amaoist



easily apportioned; and because the responsibilitylved is less vital and consequential, it hasrbe
more freely exhibited and worked at large. In metalys Geber, is lesser perfection than in animals;
and the perfection of them consists more in propond composition than in anything else.
Therefore, seeing in them less perfection tharother, we can more freely perfect these. For the
Most High hath so distinguished perfections froroheather in many forms; and those things in which
the natural composition were weakest (i.e., whiéegtedominates over corporeal consistency), are
by God endued with greater and more ignoble pédiectiz., that which is from the way of
proportionate mixtion of the matter (57). But msfalotwithstanding their inferiority of proportion,
are said to be produced originally, as all othergh are produced, from metalline seeds out of the
Universal Spirit or Mercury, by which also they mag exalted and multiplies, and by no other thing;
for that without this spirit growth is impossiblar, transmutation or increase, and by it all natares
generated externally in their proper kinds. Andribeeson that is given why metals which thus include
the prolific principle do not naturally increasg a deficiency of heat, the Spirit being overcomghe
gross, preponderating elements of their hard coitiposso that they cannot fructify, unless they be
first purged from their terrestreity and their tune set free in the subtle Origin of all life. \gal gold
Sendivogius compares to a herb without seed, whidm it is ripe bears seed; and as trees from
southern climates cease to blossom and bear fha@hwransplanted into colder soils, so it is with t
metals hindered by the crud earth f which theycaraposed. But, he adds, if at any time nature be
sweetly and wittily helped, then art may perfeettwhich nature could not: gold may yield fruit and
seed in which it multiplies itself by the industf/a skillful artificer, who knows how to exalt nae,
and this by no other medium than fire or heat;dagting this cannot be done, since in a congealed
metallic body there appear no spirits, it is neagsthat the body be loosened and dissolved, and th
pores thereof opened, whereof nature may work @&).thus, continues another, when the mineral
spirit is pure, it will, by its especial forms, dwre than generate their forms to produce something
like themselves, for it will work such an alteratim things of like nature with themselves, thatyth
shall equalize the Philosophical Elixir, whose desvirtues wise men so much admire, and fools
condemn because their blinded eyes cannot penetithia to the center of the mystery (49).

We do not presume to suppose that such a viewtofenwill be immediately acceptable, or that the
Hermetic theory presents itself even in a plausiisieect as yet; the Laws on this ground are dyrectl
inverse to our ordinary notions of natural procedamd to our acquired conception of simplicity and
specific variation. But we are not investigating flsose who make their mere individual experience a
negative measure of belief, and who understan@dbksibilities of nature and art so far as to limit
them; but for such who, more observing, see refmamope beyond their present vision, and are able
to imagine at least those surpassing realitiesiwttie ancients assert convectively as having
apprehended in intellect and experimentally knowe. have hitherto brought their testimony so far
only as to the existence of a Homogeneal Subjettiare, showing that the same was the material
basis of their philosophy, and the only principféransmutation, life, increase, and perfection. We
have endeavored also to explain (as well as theefeithout which we placed ourselves for the
preliminary discussion would admit), that the retthrcof bodies to their original matter, by
introversion of the generated life, is requisitatsue manifestation and permanence in any fosm, a
by the ordinary process of unassisted nature, @gdent; indeed, she never withstands or alterario
instant her mode of being or vital perpetuityslvain, therefore, to seek for that in nature wiécan
effect beyond her strength; she must be helpetistiiamay exceed herself, or all will be useless. F
the Mercury of the philosophers is not found céliten earth, nor can be detained or perfected
without this occult and needful Art assisting hend these are the grand desiderate, to know wieat th
true matter is, where and how it may be taken,tariohd an artist able and fitted to perfect it: --
without the former we are advised to attempt nahand without the latter the former can be
preactically of no avail.

Having premised thus much concerning the mattdr thi¢ ground of the hermetic theory, so far only,
however, as may enable us to guard against grasgppriehension; we propose, previous to entering
on a more intimate discussion, to set the wholtyfhefore the reader’s judgment, in the following
translation of th@ ractatus Aureusor Golden Treatise of Hermes, concerning the iealySecret of

the Philosopher’s Stone, which has been considerbd one of the most ancient and complete pieces



of alchemical writing extant; and may be regardedmexposition in epitome of the whole Art.
Mystical and disorderly as this relic is, and mesgpecially appear at first to any one unaccustdmed
the antique style, we trust that the short paing nmt be grudged that it will cost in passing othwis
to the discovery of its idea. The treatise has thedd in high esteem by the alchemists, and the
Scholia given in part may assist in the perusalogvier the author may have been (for, though itshear
the name of Hermes, the true origin is doubtftiyears the impress of very great antiquity, and
claims better than to be frivolously judged of hgde who are uninitiated in science and ignorant of
the kind of wisdom it unfolds. Prudence, patieraze] penetration, the author owns, are required to
understand him, and more than these for the disgmfehis Great Art. Books were not written in
those days for the information of the illiterats,though any vulgar distiller or mechanic mightrgar
away the golden fleece; or in such a guise thattlvetous, who made gold their only idol, should
readily, without research or the due Herculeanrdapather the apples of the Hesperides: not yét tha
any, though learned, as the adept adds, shouldd®y ar twice overly and slightly reading, as thgslo
lap the waters of Nilus, straightway be made agsbipher. No, the magistery of this science forbids
SO0 great a sacrilege: our books are made for tlvhsehave been or intend to become conversant
about the search of nature (50). For this is ths $itep towards the recovery of truth, to be diligin

the investigation; other requirements there areraadons for the extraordinary caution that has bee
used to keep the Art concealed, which may in ti@ekbe appreciated when it is intimately
understood.

And ye may trust me ‘tis no small inginn,

To know all the secrets pertaining to this myne,
For it is most profound philosophy,

This subtill science of holy Alkimy... (51).
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Chapter 3

The Golden Treatise of Hermes Trismegistus,
Concerning the Physical Secret of the PhilosopherStone.

In Seven Sections
Section First

Even thus saith Hermes: Through long years | hate@ased to experiment, neither have | have
spared any labour of mind; and this science antharte obtained by the inspiration of the livingds
alone, who judged fit to open them to me His seryanTo those enabled by reason to judge of the
truth He has given power to arbitrate, but to neceasion of delinquency (2).

For myself, | had never discovered this mattemiygoae had it not been from fear of the day of
judgment, and the perdition of my soul, if | conlegkit. It is a debt which | am desirous to disgjear
to the faithful, as the Father of the faith didgieto bestow it upon me (3).

Understand ye then, 0 sons of Wisdom, that the ledye of the four elements of the ancient
philosophers was not corporally or imprudently ddwafter, which are through patience to be
discovered according to their causes and theirlboperation. For their operation is occult, since
nothing is done except it be compounded, and bedaisnot perfected unless the colours be
thoroughly passed and accomplished (4).



Know then, that the division that was made uporvttager, by the ancient philosophers, separates it
into four substances; one to two, and three to threepne third part of which is colour, that issty --
- a coagulating moisture; but the two third watmesthe Weights of the Wise (5).

Take of the humidity an ounce and a half, and efifteridian Redness, that is the soul of gold, a
fourth part, that is to say, half an ounce; of¢higne Seyre, in like manner, half-an-ounce; & th
Auripigment half --- which are eight --- that is three ounaasd know ye that the vine of the wise is
drawn forth in three, and the wine thereof is pedd in thirty (6).

Understand the operation, therefore, Decoctiorelesshe matter, but the tincture augments it;
because Luna after fifteen days is diminished;iarntte third, she is augmented. This is the begipni
and the end (7).

Behold, | have declared that which has been coedealnce the work is both with you and about you;
taking what is within and fixed, thou canst haveither in earth or sea (8).

Keep, therefore, thy Argent vive, which is prepairethe innermost chamber in which it is
coagulated; for that is Mercury which is spokeraficerning the residual earth (9).

He therefore, who now hears my words, let him searo them; | have discovered all things that
were before hidden concerning this knowledge, asclased the greatest of all secrets (10).

Know ye, therefore, Enquirers into the rumor, amidd@en of Wisdom, that the vulture standing upon
the mountain crieth out with a loud voice, | am White of the Black, and the Red of the White, and
the Citrine of the Red, and | speak the very t{tt.

And know that the chief principle of the art is ew, which in the blackness of the night and
clearness of the day, flies without wings. Fromlfiterness existing in the throat, the tincture is
taken; the red goes forth from his body, and frasrblack is taken a pure water (12).

Understand, therefore, and accept this gift of Gothe caverns of the metals there is hidden the
stone that is venerable, splendid in colour, a msimdlime, and an open sea. Behold, | have deciarred
unto thee; give thanks to God, who hath taughtthi@knowledge; for He loves the grateful (13).

Put the matter into a moist fire, therefore, angsedt to boil in order that its heat may be augiedn
which destroys the siccity of the incombustibleunat until the radix shall appear; then extract the
redness and the light part, till the third part agms (14).

Sons of the Sages! For this reason are philosogh@igo be envious; not that they grudged thétrut
to religious or just men, or to the wise; but te ignorant and vicious, who are without self-cohtro
and benevolence, lest they should be made powaréyil for the perpetuation of sinful things; aimd
consequence philosophers are made accountabledtdE8ibmen are unworthy of this wisdom (15).

Know that this matter | call the Stone; but it iscenamed the feminine of magnesia, or the hetheor
white spittle, or the volatile milk, the incombusé ash in order that it may be hidden from theine
and ignorant, who are deficient in goodness arfecseitrol; which | have nevertheless signifiedte t
wise by one only epithet, viz., the Philosophetan8. Include, therefore, and conserve in thistbea,
fire, and the heavenly Flyer, to the latest monadmitis exit. But | abjure you all, Sons of philosyp
by our Benefactor who gives to you the ornamerisfgrace, that to no fatuous, ignorant, or inept
person ye open this Stone (16).

| have received nothing from any, to whom | haveneturned that which had been given me, nor
have | failed to honour and highly respect Him (17)



This, O son, is the concealed Stone of many colauich is born in one colour; know this and

conceal it. By this, the Almighty favouring, theegtest diseases are escaped, and every sorrow,
distress, and evil and hurtful thing is made toadept leads from darkness into light, from thesdrt
wilderness to a secure habitation, and from powenty straights, to a free and ample fortune (18).

Section Second

My Son, before all things | admonish thee to fead@n whom is the strength of thy undertaking; and
the bond of each separated element. My son, whastieou hearest, consider it rationally. For Ichol
thee not to be a fool. Lay hold, therefore, of mstiuctions and meditate upon them, and so let thy
heart be fitted, as if thou wast thyself the autbfcthat which | now teach. If thou appliest cobdany
nature that is hot, it will hurt it: in like mannére who is rational shuts himself within from the
threshold of ignorance; lest supinely he shoulddeived (19).

Take the flying volatile and drown it flying andvitie and separate it from its rust, which yet hdatds
in death; draw it forth, and repel it from itsdliat it may live and answer thee, not by flying gw#o
the regions above, but by truly forbearing to Fgr if thou shalt deliver it out of its straineafter

this imprisonment, and in the days known to thesdtdly reason have ruled it, then will it become a
suitable companion unto thee, and by it thou wéltdme to be an conquering lord, with it adorned
(20).

Extract from the ray its shadow and impurity by eththe clouds hang over it, defile and keep away
the light; since by means of its constriction aiedyfredness, it is burned. Take, my Son, this esdn
corrupted with the water, which is as a live caaltling the fire, which if thou shalt withdraw saer
until the redness is made pure, then it will asgiecivith thee, by whom it was cherished, and inrwho
it rests (21).

Return, then, O my son, the extinct coal to theewsdr thirty days, as | shall note to thee; and,
henceforth, thou art a crowned king, resting olaerfountain as known to thee, and drawing from
thence the\uripigmentdry, without moisture. And now | have made glagl tieart of the hearers, and
the eyes looking unto thee in hope of that whickuthossessest (22).

Observe, then, that the water was first in thethén in the earth; restore thou it also, to thgesors
by its proper windings, and altering skillfully loe& collecting; then to its former red spirit lebe
carefully conjoined (23).

Know, my Son, that the fatness of our earth istauiptheauripigment siretz, and colcothar, which
are also sulphur, of whicuripigments sulphur, and such like, some are more vile ttihars, in
which there is a diversity, of which kind alsolitfat of glewy matters, such as are hair, nadsf4
and sulphur itself, and of the brain, which toaisipigment of the like kind also are the lions' and
cats' claws, which is siretz; the fat of white lesiand the fat of the two oriental quicksilverkjch
hunt the sulphurs and contain the bodies (24).

| say, moreover, that this sulphur doth tinge ardand is the connection of the tinctures; oikoal
tinge, they fly away, which in the body are congginwhich is a conjunction of fugitives with
sulphurs and albumninous bodies, which hold alsbdatain the fugitive Ens (25).

The disposition sought after by the philosophersp@, is but one in our egg; but this in the hegty
can, by no means be found. But lest so much obthime Wisdom as is in a hen's egg should be
extinguished, its composition is from the four edis adapted and composed (26).

Know, My son, that in the hen's egg is the greaiestimity and relationship in nature; for in iette
is a spirituality and conjunction of elements, amdearth which is golden in its tincture (27).



But the Son, enquiring of Hermes, saith --- The@kuts which are fit for our work, whether are they
celestial or terrestrial? And he answers, cerththem are heavenly, and some are terrestrial (28).

The Son --- Father, | imagine the heart in the sopeto be heaven, and in the inferiors earth. But
saith Hermes --- It is not so; the masculine tiglihe heaven of the feminine, and the feminirtbés
earth of the masculine (29).

The Son --- Father, which of these is more worltantthe other, to be the heaven or the earth? He
replies --- Each needs the other; for the preadgmsand a medium. As if thou should say that a wise
man governs all mankind, because every naturetdslig Society of its own kind, and so we findait t
be in the Life of Wisdom where Equals are conjoirigat what, rejoins the Son, is the mean betwixt
them? To whom Hermes replies --- In every natueeetare three from two, first the needful water,
then the oily tincture, and lastly, the faecesasttewhich remains below (30).

But a Dragon inhabits all these, and are his htitaand the blackness is in them, and by it he
ascends into the air. But, whilst the fume remairthem. But, whilst the fume remains in them, they
are not immortal. Take away therefore the vapaamfthe water, and the blackness from the oily
tincture, and death from the faeces: and by disisolthou shalt achieve a triumphant reward, even
that in and by which the possessors live (31).

Know then, my Son, that the temperate unguent,iwisifire, is the medium between the faeces and
the water and is the Perscrutinator of the water tite unguents are called sulphurs, because betwee
fire and oil and the sulphurs there is a very claspinquity, even as so the fire burns, so does th
sulphur also (32).

All the wisdoms of the world, O son, are comprelezhih this my hidden Wisdom; and the learning

of the Arts consists in discovering these wondenfdtlen elements beneath which it hides completed.
It behooves him, therefore, who would be introdutethis hidden Wisdom, to free himself from the
vice of arrogance; and to be just and good, aradgybfound reason, ready at hand to help mankind,
of a serene countenance, diligent to save, andhiiself a guardian of the secrets of philosophy open
to him (33).

And this know, that except one understandeth homddify and induce generation, to vivify the
Spirit, to cleanse and introduce Light, until tHght with each other and grow white and freed from
their defilements, as blackness and darkness, dvdth nothing, nor canst perform anything; but if
thou knoweth this, he will be of a great dignity,that the kings shall reverence him. These secrets
son, it behooves us to guard and conceal from tbleedt and foolish world (34).

Understand, also, that our Stone is from many thargl of various colours, and composed from four
elements, which we ought to divide and dissevgiéces, and segregate in the limbs; and mortifying
the same by its proper nature, which is also itoipreserve the water and fire dwelling thereihiocl

is from the four elements and in their waters,dotain its water: this, however, is not water stiue
form, but fire, containing in a pure vessel theeasting waters, lest the spirits should fly awayrfro

the bodies; for, by this means they are made tgqhgird fixed (35).

0, blessed watery pontic form, that dissolvestefleenents: Now it behooves us, with this watery soul
in order to possess ourselves of the sulphurous Rormingle the same with our Acetum. For when,
by the power of the water, the composition is dissd, it is the key of the restoration; then dadshe
and death fly away from them, and Wisdom procea@s (

Section Third

Know, my son, that the philosophers bind up theitter with a strong chain, that it may contend with
the Fire; because the spirits in the washed battisse to dwell therein and rejoice in them. And



when these spirits are united to them, they vitligm and inhabit them, and the bodies hold them, no
are they separated any more from them (37).

Then the dead elements are revived, the composkdsiiinge and are altered, and operate wonderful
works which are permanent, as saith the philosof8&r

O, permanent watery Form, creatrix of the regahelets! who, having united to thy brethren and by a
moderate regimen obtained the tincture, findes$t(B5.

Our most precious stone cast forth upon the dulhdieing most dear is made altogether vile.
Therefore, it behooves us to mortify two Argentegvtogether, and to venerate the Argent vive of
Auripigment and the oriental Argent vive of Magnesia (40).

O, Nature, the most potent creatrix of Nature, Whiontainest and separatest natures in a middle
principle. The Stone comes with light, and witthligt is generated, and then it generates and $ring
forth the black clouds or darkness, which is thehmoof all things (41).

But when we marry the crowned king to our red daeigland in a gentle fire, not hurtful, she doth
conceive a son, conjoined and superior, in it, lemdves by our fire (41). But when thou shalt send
forth fire upon the foliated sulphur, the boundafyearts doth enter in above it, let it be wasieoh
the same, and the refined matter thereof be egttaghen is he transformed, and his tincture by hel
of the fire remains red, as flesh. But our songkiorn, takes his tincture from the fire, and deatén
and darkness, and the waters flee away (42).

The Dragon, who watches the crevices, shuns thgesums, and our dead son will lives king comes
forth from the fire and rejoices in the espouda dccult treasures will be laid open, and theinisg
milk is whitened. The Son, already vivified, is bee a warrior in the fire and over the tinctureesup
eminent. For this son is himself the treasury, dvierself bearing the Philosophic Matter (43).

Approach, ye sons of Wisdom, and rejoice; let us rgjoice together, for the reign of death is
finished, and the son doth rule, and now he isstacwith the red garment, and the purple is put on
(44).

Section Fourth

Understand, ye Sons of Wisdom, the Stone declBresect me, and | will protect thee; give me my
own, that | may help thee! My Sol and my beamsmawst inward and secretly in me. My own Luna,
also, is my light, exceeding every other light; amg good things are better than all other goodgsiin
| give freely, and reward the intelligent with japd gladness, glory, riches, and delights; and what
they ask about it | make to know and understandt@apdssess divine things (44).

Behold, that which the philosophers has concealeditten with seven letters; for Alpha follows,
viz.: Yda and Liber; and Sol, in like manner, follar nevertheless, if desirous to have dominion to
guard the Art, join the son to Buba, which is Jeip#nd a hidden secret (47).

Hearers, understand: then let us use our judgrf@nghat | have written | have with most subtle
contemplation and investigation demonstrated tq ylmeiwhole matter | know to be one only thing.
But who is he that understands the true investigaind inquires rationally into this matter? Thisre
not from man anything but what is like him; norrfrédhe ox and bullock; and if any creature conjoins
with one of another species, that which is brodighth is like neither (48).

Now saith Venus: | beget light, nor is the darknefssyy nature, and if my metal were not dry all
bodies would desire me, for | liquefy them and wéweay their rust, and | extract their substance.
Nothing, therefore, is better or more venerabl@ thand my brother being conjoined (49).



But the King, the ruler, his brethren attestingthsd am crowned, and | am adorned with a diadem:
am clothed with the royal garment, and | bring oy gladness of heart; for, being chained to the
arms and breast of my mother, and to her substhoaase my substance to keep together; and |
compose the invisible from the visible, making tleeult matter to appear. And everything which the
philosophers have hidden will be generated frortb03.

Hear then these words, and understand them; keep #nd meditate thereon, and seek for nothing
more: Man is generated from the principle of Natuh®se inward substance is fleshy, and not from
anything else. Meditate on this letter, and regegterfluities (51).

Thus saith the philosopher: Botri is made from@iteine, which is extracted out of the Red, andrfro
nothing else; and if it be citrine and nothing étaew it will be thy Wisdom. Be not concerned ibth
art not anxious to make extract from the Red. Biéhdhave written to the point, and if ye understan
| have all but opened the thing (52).

Ye Sons of Wisdom! Burn then the Brazen Body witteaceeding great fire; and it will imbue you
with the grace which you seek. And make that wigobolatile so that it cannot fly from that which
flies not. And that which rests upon the fire thouigelf a fiery flame, and that which in the heft
the boiling fire is corrupted is Cambar (53).

And know ye that the Art of this permanent watewus brass, and the colourings of its tincture and
blackness is then changed into the true red (54).

| declare before God, | have spoken nothing butriith. The destroyers are the renovators, andenenc
the corruption is made manifest in the matter todoewed, and hence the melioration will appear and
each side is a signal of Art (55).

Section Fifth

My Son, that which is born of the crow is the begng of this Art. Behold, | have obscured matter
treated of, by circumlocution, depriving it of ligh have termed this dissolved, and this joinbd t
nearest | have termed furthest off (56).

Roast those things, therefore, and boil them ihwtréch comes from the horse's belly for seven,
fourteen, or twenty-one days. Then it becomes tfag@n eating his own wings and destroying
himself; this being done, let it be put into a faca, which lute diligently, and observe that nohihe
spirit may escape. And know that the periods ofeidugh are in the water which is bound until yot pu
the bath upon it (57).

The matter being thus melted and burned, takerdia thereof and triturate it in most sharp vinegar
till it becomes obscured. This done, it lives ia gutrefaction; the dark clouds which were in iobe

it died in its own body will be changed. This preséeing repeated, as | have described; it dies aga
as | said, thence it lives (58).

In the life and death thereof we work with the gpjifor as it dies by the taking away of the spso

it lives in the return and is revived and rejoigethem. Being arrived then at this, that whichutast
been searching for is made apparent. | have elaiedeo thee the joyful signs, that which dothifsx
own body.

But these things, and how they attained to the kedge of this secret, are given by our ancestors in
figures and types: | have opened the riddle, aadtok of knowledge is revealed; the hidden things
have uncovered and have brought together the se@tieiths within their boundary, and have
conjoined many various forms, even | have assatidwe Spirit. Take it as a gift of God (59).



Section Sixth

It behooves us to give thanks to God, who bestdwesdlly to the wise, who delivers us from misery
and poverty. Along with the fullness of his substaand his provable wonders | am about to try and
humbly pray God that whilst we live we may coménim (60)

Away the, O sons of Science, with the unguentsaeted from fats, hair, verdigrease, tragacanth, and
bones, which are written in the books of our fahér).

But concerning the ointments which contain thettiree coagulate the tincture, coagulate the fugitive
and adorn the sulphurs, it behooves us to exptin tisposition more at large. It is the Form Ibf a
other unguents in which is the occult and burieguemt, and of which there appears to be no
preparation. It dwells in his own body, as firdr@es and stones, which by most subtle art and
ingenuity it behooves us to extract without comimuns{62).

And know that the Heaven is to be joined mediatéth the Earth; but the middle nature, which is the
Water, is a form along with the Heaven and thetE@ut the water holds of all the first place which
goes forth from this Stone; the second is gold;taedhird is our almost or medial gold which isrmo
noble than the water with the faeces (63).

But in these are the smoke, the blackness, andeihit. It behooves us, therefore, to drive away the
vapour from the water, the blackness from the ungund death from the feces, and this by
dissolution. Which being done we have the soverphlglosophy and secret of all hidden things (64).

Section Seventh

Know ye then, O sons of Science, there are sevéiede-- of which gold is the first, the most petfe
the king of them, and their head --- which neittier earth can corrupt nor the fire devastate, mer t
water change; for its complexion is equalised, isdature regulated with respect to heat, cold, an
moisture; nor is there anything in it which is sdp®us, therefore the philosophers have preferred
and magnified it, saying that this gold, in relatmf other bodies, is as the sun amongst the steme
splendid by his light; and as, by the will of Gestery vegetable and all the fruits of the earth are
perfected through it, so gold, which is the fermigirt vivifies and contains every metallic body5(6

For as dough, without a ferment, cannot be ferntgrsie when thou hast sublimed the body and
purified it, separating the uncleanness from tleeda, thou wilt then conjoin and mix them together,
and put in them the ferment confecting the earth tiie water until the Ixir ferment even as dough
ferments. Think of this, meditate and see how énmént in this case doth change the former natures
to another thing; observe, also, that there isenmént otherwise than from a kindred nature (66).

Observe, moreover, that the ferment whitens théection and hinders it from combustion, and holds
the tincture lest it should fly, and rejoices tluglies, and makes them intimately to be joined and t
enter one into another, and this is the Key ofpthiéosophers and the end of their works; and by thi
science bodies are meliorated, and the operatitimeai, God assisting, is consummated (67).

But, through negligence and a false opinion ofrtiater, the operation is perverted, as bad leamen o
the dough, or curds for cheese, and musk amongaaics1{68).

The colour of the golden matter points to rednasd,the nature thereof, is not sweetness; therefore
we make of them Sericum, i.e., Ixir; and of themmuake the encaustic of which we have written, and
with the king's seal we tinge the clay, and in teate set the colour of heaven which augments the
sight of them that see it (69).



The Stone, therefore, is the most precious golHowit spots --- evenly tempered, which neither fire
nor air, nor water, nor earth is able to corrupg tniversal Ferment rectifying all things by its
composition, which is of the yellow or true citrinelour (70).

The gold of the wise, concocted and well digestéth a fiery water, makes Ixir; for the gold ofth
wise is more heavy than lead, which, in a temperateposition is the ferment Ixir, and contrariwise,
becomes distempered by an equal composition.

For the work begins from the vegetable, next framdnimal, as in the egg of a hen, in which istgrea
support; and our earth is gold, of all which we makriacum, which is the ferment Ixir (71).

References ~

(1) There are three things said to be necessathéoattainment of the Hermetic science: viz., gtud
experience, and the divine benediction; and thepemtd upon each other: study is required for the
theory, and this for entering into the central eigree which, in the Universal Spirit, is not found
without God.

(2) Without theoretic knowledge and a right prieifp begin with, many have wearied themselves in
experimenting, even with the right theory, alteimgin the philosophic work. You must know, says
Geber, that he who in himself knows not a true wotreon to found his intention;ed but he who has
not a true root whereon to found his intention; teitvho knows the principles and the way of
generation, which consists according to the intentbut he who knows the principles and the way of
generation, which consists according to the intentif nature, is but a very short way from the
completement. (Sum. Of {erf., book 1). See alsotblts Ordinal Proheme, and chapters 1 and 4; and
the Introitus Apertus ad Occlusum Regis Palatioreap, 8, etc.

(3) Our author hereby declares that it was consei@vhich moved him to disclose his dearly-acquired
knowledge, but in such terms only to the world thatstudious might understand and follow in is
steps. He nowhere, therefore, addresses the igntesinhis instruction should be abused, but the
predestined sons of wisdom, to guide them, alré@atigted, further into the practice of his hightAr

(4) Here we have a premonitory opening of the oidic work which Hermes calls a knowledge of
the elements; which elements, however, are not aomhynto be understood; non corporaliter, as the
Scholiast explains, sed spiritualiter et sapientenot corporally but spiritually and wisely; ftire
properties of the Universal Spirit are abstrusetiuded in all existence, and to be understood byly
its own intimate analysis and introverted lightt Bothing is done except that the matter be
decompounded; for there are many heterogeneoussvaagl superfluities adhering to this subject in
its natural state, which render it unfit for proggethese therefore must be entirely dischargeishywh
say the adepts, is impossible without the theoheif arcanum, in which they show the medium by
which the radical element is discovered and settivehe accomplishment of its inclusive law. See
The Scholium --- Paracelsus 1 st book to the AtineniR. Lulli Heoria at Practica, cap. 3. Norton’s
Ordinal, cap. 5. Ripley’s Third Gate, cap. 3, NafsoOrdinal, cap. 5, Ripley’s Third Gate, etc.
Introitus Apertus ad Occlusum Regis Palatio, cap.8

(5) The philosophic water then, being divided ifdor parts or hypostatic relations, they are called
elements. First, the one part, being divided, pceduwo, which are as agent and patient in the
ethereal world; further afterwards, from their ecorgtion, three are said to be made manifest as,body
soul, and spirit, which cooperating together inuhéy of the same spirit, beget all things, givlsigh

to the whole substratal nature. The differencab®fcolors, observes the Scholiast, Hermes divides
into two threes, i.e., into three red spirits ame:é white, which have their growth all from thenga
identical water, and are resolved into the sam@&aB considering, therefore, that this water or
mercury of the adepts has, within itself, its ovaog sulfur, or vital flame, thou mayest perfect all
things out of mercury; but if thou shalt know tadatly weights to the weights of nature, to double



mercury and triple sulfur, it will quickly be termated in good, then in better, until into bestlbf$ee
the Scholium; Sendivogius’ New Light of Alchemy,Jd.7; Arnoldi Speculum, Disp. 8

(6) The proportional working of the philosophic eratipon its parts is indicated by adepts under
variously perplexed forms and measures. Thosendig&ins which Hermes makes of the humidity, the
southern redness, soul of gold, seyre, citd@gipigment the cine of the philosophers and their wine,
have no other signification, says the Scholiast theat the spirit should be seven times distillgtich
after the eighth distillation is converted by foafehe fire into ashes, or a most subtle posecknhiy
reason of its purity and perfection, resists the fNeither wonder, he adds, that eight parts arebt
ounces are equivalent; for by the former sectienathie part is divided into two, to each of whicérth
are added three parts, which are the true philasgghportions called also by Hermes the Weights of
the Wise. See the Scholium; Ripley’s Epistle; littrapert., cap. 8; Norton’s Ordinal, cap. 5

(7) Understand here the diminution and increagbaifethereal light, which is the passive luminary
the Philosophic Heaven, whose changes and manijpesations are descried as wonderfully parallel
with those of the familiar satellite, by which thikilosopher analogically indicates her. Some divide
the operation of the philosopher’s stone into twa$ the former Hermes calls decoction, which
dissolving the matter discharges also its impugikig a proper rule; until, being at length on teege

of annihilation; i.e., freed from every exterioditracting form, it prepares, as Democritus inftide

of Proteus alludes, to restore itself through agréuV inbred revolutionary force. Then follows what
is called the Second Work, which is only, in conéition of the First, to perfect the newly informed
embryo and multiply its vivific light. In such fewords, Hermes professes to comprehend the whole
of the artificial process of working the Spirit.

(8) Herein is the work commended and suggestedi¢goenquirers, that they may forsake the beaten
road of experiment, and seek to know intrinsicahimi themselves the substance of that Universal
Nature in which they, with all beings in commonjtasere, unconsciously live; which, in the natural
order of generation, is made occult, abiding thhmug invisibly. And as was explained in the theory
concerning other gross elementary bodies, thattieeoriginal cannot be made manifest except they
be reduced into it; so with respect to man, thatkis sown (viz., the catholic germ of his existen
which comprehends all things, according to the Hiertradition, and mystery of the whole causal
nature, with the faith and assurance of a befi), lis not quickened except it die. That which is
within, viz., the causal light, must be drawn fdpghart and fixed; and that which is without, vihe
sensual spirit of life must be made flexible andubiated before reason can become into that Igentit
by which the powers of the Universal Nature are enaa@nifest and intrinsically understood. But
intending to enlarge inquiry on this head, we defarcomments.

(9) Our Mercury, says the wise Scholiast, is pluifidsc, fiery, vital, running, which may be mixed
with all other metals and again separated from thers prepared in the innermost chamber of life,
and there it is coagulated, and where metals ghevetthey may be found, even in the ultimate akle o
each created life. If you have found this argeméythen, which is the residuum of the philosophic
earth after the separation, keep it safely, ftg worthy. If you have brought your mercurial spid
ashes or burnt it by its own fire, you have, camis our informant, an incomparable treasure, g@thin
more precious than gold; for this is that whicheyaes the Stone, and is born of it, and it isathele
secret which converts all other metalline bodigs silver and gold, making both hard and soft, &gen
and patient, putting tincture and fixity upon the®ee the Scholium, Maria Practica, circa finem;
Introit. Apert. Cap. 4 and 5; Khunrath, Amph. Isegfig.

(10) Give not that which is holy unto the dogstimei cast ye your pearls before swine, says the
Divine Teacher; and some men the Scriptures havgared to dogs, yea greedy dos, wolves and
foxes; these are unfit to be admitted to the Cakisalvledge, lest, handling the powerful machine of
nature recklessly or unjustly for selfish endsythebvert the order of final causes, and, riflirg h
treasury, turn again and rend her. Hermes leaeeMitstery thus, therefore, to unfold itself through
study and faithful experiment, that the mind byrebilng and patient investigation may be prepared



and able to appreciate the truth when found. Wée, @htending to explore the Intellectual Ground
more fully hereafter, follow in its own willful oet the Hermetic mind.

(11) The vulture, according to our Scholiast, is tiew born quintessential spirit or Proteus; the
mountain upon which the vulture stands is a fiseéplaced in a well-built philosophic furnace
encompassed with a wall of fire. In him all the tifafious virtues of nature are declared to be feld
capacity, as in rapid evolution he passes abouttigss making the light manifest without refractiion
every variety of its coloring and creative imagioat

(12) The vulture and the crow are interpreted tome and the same thing, only differing somewhat in
estate. Whilst the Spirit of life appears active devouring in the process, it has been called the
vulture, and when it lies in a more obscured arg$ipa condition, the crow. The vulture is the first
sublimed quintessence not yet perfected by artgithv is also in the infancy of that work whereie t
revivified spirit is united with its solar fermerkhe blackness of the night is the putrefactiothef
same, and the clearness of the day signifiesstgmection to a state of comparative purity. I'€dli
without wings, being borne and carried by the figpdit; and the bitterness existing in the throat
occultly indicates the death of the first life, wice the soul is ediced; which is also the red asmabl
tincture taken from the body; and the thin watehéviscous humidity made by the dissolution which
radically dissolves all metals, and reduces thdmtimeir first ens, or water.

Montis in excelso consistit vertice vultur,
Assidue clamans, Albus ego atque niger,
Citrinus, rubeusque feror nil mentior: idem est
Corvus, qui pennies absque volare solet
Nocte tenebrosa emediaque in luce diei
Namque ortis caput est ille vel iste tuae

--- See The Scholium --- Atalanta Fugiens Emblextia,

(13) Our author here, repeating his exception efuthintelligent, at the same time eloquently
identifies the philosophic matter, calling it mequblimes et mare patens. It is hidden in the cavefn
the metals; that is to say, in the central motibthe mineral life, where the spirit is first codafed
and conceives itself into a concrete form. It ibecha stone, say the adepts, and it a true mineral
petrification: therefore Alphidus writes --- Si lgproprium nomen haberet lapis esset nomen ejus;
and Arnold --- li is a stone and no stone, spadtil, and body, which if thou dissolvest, it wié b
dissolved; and if thou coagulatest, it will be colated; and if thou dost make it fly, it will flyor it is
volatile and clear as a tear, etc. See Arnoldi 8lpec --- Khunrath Amph. Isag. in fig. Cap. 3

(14) Many ways are mentioned by adepts of actinp thieir matter as by sublimation, calcinations,
inceration, fixation, etc; which may all howeverdmmprehended under the first term rightly
understood; for the Hermetic sublimation, repegteglerated over and over again, is the occasion of
many changes in the matter and effects, which,ghdlifferently designated, are in their source the
same. This sublimation is not, therefore, exactlipe conceived by analogy with the ordinary
chemical process, which is a mere elevation ofthgect to the top of the vessel; but the Hermetic
sublimation is said to change the matte, qualifiand meliorating each time that it succeeds; urging
on life, as it were, to the utmost exercise of gixg to save itself from death and a total dissatien.
Concerning the peculiar nature, origin, and artfiexcitation of the philosophic fire, we may more
effectively inquire hereafter. --- See Ripley Ready Lumen de Lumine; Introit. Apert., cap3

(15) The monitions to secrecy are no less strintienrt frequent in the writings of adepts, modern as
well as ancient. Thus, Raymond Lully, in his Thesaugives the following charge: Juro tibi supra
animaam meam quod si ea reveles, damnatus es: Bam @n=mne procedit bonum et ei soli
debetur. Quare servabis et secretum tenebis illod @i debetur revelandum, etc. And Norton write --



So this science must ever secret be,

The cause whereof is this, as ye may see:

If one evil man had hereof his will,

All Christian peace he might easily spill;

And with his pride he might pul down

Rightful Kings and Princes of renown.
Wherefore the sentence of peril and jeopardy
Upon the teacher reseth dreadfully.

See Lullii Testam.; Aquinas Thasau. Alchim.; Norto®rdinal, cap. 1; R. Bacon, Speculum.

(16) The philosophic matte has indeed received npanglexing appellations, some more, some less
significative of its real origin and essence; lruthe concrete form, and for reasons before ginen i
part, it has been properly called the Stone. Is $hime universal matter of the Stone also Hermes
includes all its multinominal ingredients. I