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SKANDA PURANA
Book III: BRAHMA-KHANDA

Section I: SETU-MAHATMYA

CHAPTER ONE
The Merit of Visiting Setu'

Obeisance to Sri Ganesa
Obeisance to Veda-Vyasa

la. For the prevention of all obstacles one should meditate
upon the four-armed, moon-complexioned Lord Visnu, clad in
white garments, whose kindly disposed countenance exudes plea-
sure (everywhere).

1b-6. In the highly meritorious forest of Naimisa? conducive
to liberation, their abode, many sages of noble souls such as Saunaka
and others performed great penance. They were engaged in the
practice of Yoga consisting of eight limbs (i.e. stages). They were
interested solely in the realization of Brahman. They were desir-
ous of attaining salvation. Those great souls were free from the
sense of ‘mine’. They were the expounders of Brahman. They
were conversant with Dharma and free from jealousy. They were
devoted to observance of the vow of truthfulness. They had con-
quered the sense-organs and anger. They were compassionate towards
all living beings. They worshipped the eternal Lord Visnu with
great devotion.

Once, those noble-souled sages convened an excellent assembly.

1. SETU: Adam's Bridge between India and $ri Lanki. The island of Rimefvaram
is the first link in the chain of islets forming the Setu (De 1984). Our Text states
that as per advice of the Ocean-god. Rima commissioned Nala. the son of Tvasiy.
to build the Setu (infra 2.87-90). Nala built the Setu in five days (infra 7.57). This
is contradicted in the next Section, Dharmiranya-Mihitmya (30.47-48) which states
that Nala began to construct the Setu on the 10th day in the bright half of Pausa
and completed it on the 13th day of the bright half of Pausa, i.e. within four days.

In the Text Ramasetu signifies the region around Setu and is also called Setu-
bandha. ™

2. NAIMISA: Modern Nimsar on Gomati in Sitapur District of Uttar Pradesh.
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2 Skanda Purana

They were engaged in telling highly meritorious stories destructive
of sins. They were eager to know the means for the achievement
of both worldly pleasures and salvation. They were discussing that
matter mutually. There were twenty-six thousand sages of purified
souls. It is impossible to mention the number of their disciples and
disciples’ disciples.

7. In the meanwhile, Suta,' the great sage, the highly learned
disciple of Vyasa, the most excellent one among persons conver-
sant with Puranas, came to Naimisa forest.

8. On seeing the sage coming, refulgent like a blazing fire,
the sages, Saunaka and others, honoured him with Arghya etc.

9. When Siita was comfortably seated on a splendid seat, the
sages, with a desire to bless the world, asked him (questions about)
highly esoteric matters.

10-15a. “O Siuta, O great sage conversant with the principles
of Dharma, welcome unto you. You have heard the Puranas from
Vyasa, the son of Satyavati. Hence you know the contents of all
the Puranas, O great sage. Which of the places are holy? Which
Tirthas are meritorious on the earth? How will salvation be ob-
tained from the ocean of worldly existence by individual souls?
How is Bhakti (devotion) to Hari or Hara generated (in the minds)
of men? By what means is the benefit of the three types of Karma?
obtained? O son of Suta Romaharsana, be pleased to narrate this
and everything else. Preceptors should disclose even secret doc-
trines to an affectionate disciple.”

On being asked thus by the inhabitants of Naimisa forest, Sita,
at the outset, bowed down to Vyasa, his preceptor, and began to
recount:

Sri Suta said:

15b-18a. Your questions are very well put, O Brahmanas, re-
garding what is conducive to the welfare of the universe. I shall
speak'out this secret to you. Listen respectfully, O great sages.

1. This text elevates the status of the Purina-narrator Siita. He is called $ri Stta
and a sage, though his father Romaharsana was killed by Balarima as a punishment
for occupying a higher seat in the assembly of Brahmana-Sages, while narrating the
Purdna. Romaharsana was a disciple of Vydisa, but this Siita (Ugrasravas) also is
called a disciple of Vyasa.

2. Performed by body, speech and mind (of physical, oral and mental types).
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I11.i.1.18b-28 3

This has never been disclosed to anyone before by me. Having
controlled your minds, O eminent Brahmanas, listen with devo-
tion.

There is a sacred spot named Rames$vara in Ramasetu. It is the
most excellent one among holy places and Tirthas.

18b-19. There is no doubt about it that the moment one sees
Ramasetu, one gets liberation from the sea of worldly existence,
that devotion either to Hari or Hara will be generated, that one
will have abundance of merit and that the fruit of the three types
of Karma will be achieved.

20. Listen, O great sages, I shall tell the merit of one who, in
the course of his life, devoutly visits Setu.

21. Along with two crores of generations of his maternal and
paternal families, he will enjoy for a Kalpa in the company of
Sammbhu and thereafter will attain salvation.

22. The dust particles on the earth can be counted. The stars
in the firmament can be enumerated. But the merit resulting from
a visit to Setu cannot be estimated even by Sesa.

23. Setubandha is glorified as the form of all the deities. Who
is competent to reckon the merit of the man who has visited it?

24. By visiting Setu, O Brahmanas, a Brahmana is declared (in
Smrtis) as one who has performed all sacrifices. He is on a par
with one who has tathed in all the Tirthas or with one who has
performed all kinds of penances.

25. If anyone tells anyone else “Go to Setu”, he too attains that
benefit, O Brahmanpas. Of what avail is much talk?

26. A man who has taken his holy bath in Setu goes to the
abode of Visnu accompanied by seven crores of the members of
his family and becomes liberated there itself.

27. It is true that a man who thinks about Setu, the Linga
(named) Rames$vara and the Gandhamadana' mountain is absolved
of all sins.

28. Accompanied by a hundred thousand crores of members of
his paternal and maternal families, he goes to the abode of Visnu

I. This 1s a sandy elevation on the shore of the ‘Southern Sea’. It is at a distance
of a mile and half west of Rameswaram temple. There is a storcyed Mandapam on
this. This is different from the Gandhamidana of Mbh, that is a part of Rudra
Himalayas,
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4 Skanda Purana

and becomes liberated there itself. He stays in the region of Sambhu
for a period of three Kalpas and becomes liberated there itself.

29. One who takes his holy bath in Setu, never sees the hells!
Miisavastha, Vasakiipa, Svabhaksa Miitrapana and the Vaitarani
river.

30. One who performs ablutions in Setu never sees (the hells)
Taptasila, Taptasila, Purisahrada and Sonitakipa.

31-32. One who visits Setu does not fall into the hells
Sdlmalyarohana, Raktabhojana, Krmibhojana, Svamamsabhojana,
Vahnijvalapraveéana, Silavrsti, Vahnivrsti, Kalasitraka, Ksarodaka
and Usnatoya.

33-34a. A man who regulary bathes in Setu, O Brahmanas, may
have committed five (great) sins. Yet, accompanied by a hundred
crores of the members of his maternal and paternal families, he
stays in the region of Visnu for three Kalpas and becomes liber-
ated there itself.

34b-36. A person who regularly bathes in Setu never sees the
hells Adhah-§irah-§osana (where the sinner is kept topsy turvy
and dried), Ksarasevana (where alkaline liquid is administered),
Pasanayantrapida (where pain is inflicted through stone-machines),
Maruprapatana (where there is a desert precipice), Purisalepana
(where filth is smeared), Krakacadarana (where sinners are cut
with saws), Purisabhojana (where sinners are compelled to eat
faeces), Retahpanam (where sinners are compelled to drink se-
men), Sandhisu-dahana (where the joints are burned), Angara-
§ayyabhramana (where a sinner has to roll on a bed of fires) and
Musala-mardana (where a sinner is thrashed with threshing rods).

37-41. If anyone thinks like ‘I will take my bath in Setu’ and
takes a hundred paces (towards it), he shall, even if he has com-
mitted great sins, become free of sins. He will not fall into any
of the following hells: where a sinner is pulled and stretched
between many wooden machines, where a sinner is pierced with
weapons, where he is thrown up and made to fall, where he has
to be crushed with iron clubs and staffs, where he is hit with the

1. Places of torture and punishment after death. Their number is generally re-
garded twenty-four but twenty-eight in 30.3-8. There is some difference of names
in the list. This chapter however gives a list of about thirty hells. VV 29-47 give
a terrible description of tortures in hells.
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II1.i.1.42-58a 5

tusks of elephants, where he is bitten by different kinds of ser-
pents, where he has to inhale smoke, where he is bound with
nooses, where he is pierced with spears and lances of various
kinds, where acrid and corroding liquids are poured into the mouth
or nostrils, where saltish water is drunk and where heated iron
needles are thrust into the mouth.

42-47. One who bathes in Setu does not see the following
dreaded hells: where a sinner has to enter holes and pits filled with
alkaline fluids, where a sinner is compelled to eat faeces, where
sinners are cut, where sinners are burned, where bones are crushed,
where phlegm is eaten, where bile is drunk, where extremely bitter
liquids are administered, where a sinner is forced to drink very
hot (boiling) oil, or to drink corrosive alkaline liquids, where a
sinner has to drink astringent water, where he has to eat heated
pebbles, where a sinner is showered (bathed) with extremely hot
sand particles, where the teeth of a sinner are shattered, where a
sinner has to lie on red hot iron, where a sinner’s eyes, mouth and
joints are pricked with needles, where weighty iron pieces are tied
to the penis and the testicles, where a sinner is compelled to fall
down from the top of a tree into a pit filled with foul-smelling
(rubbish), where a sinner has to lie down on a bed of sharp-edged
weapons and where a sinner has to imbibe semen virile.

48-51. If a person lies on the sand of Setu and the particles of
sand stick to his body, O excellent Brahmanas, as many sins of
killing Brahmanas as there are sand particies sticking to his body
are destroyed. There is no doubt about it.

If anyone’s body is completely in touch with the wind blowing
from Setu, ten thousand sins of drinking liquor perish immedi-
ately.

If hairs are cut and they remain in Setu, ten thousand sins of
defiling the preceptor’s bed perish immediately.

If the bones are consigned to Setu by the sons or grandsons of
anyone, he is rid immediately of ten thousand sins of stealing
gold.

52. If a person thinks about someone and takes the holy bath
in Setu, O excellent Brahmanas, the sin of that one due to contact
with one who has committed great sins shall get dissolved.

53-58a. A wayside plunderer, one who cooks for oneself only,
a person who censures ascetics and Brahmanas, one who eats too
much, and one who sells the Vedas—these five are (regarded as)
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6 Skanda Purana

murderers of Brahmanas.'

If a person invites Brahmanas and promises to give them mon-
etary gifts, etc., but afterwards refuses to give them anything, he
is also declared as a Brahmana-slayer.

If a person gets instruction in Dharma from someone, and begins
to hate that one, or if a person insults Brahmanas, he is also
mentioned as a Brahmana-slayer.

If a person prevents a herd of cows that has come to drink water
near a tank or river, O Brahmanas, he too is said to be a Brahmana-
slayer. All these persons are liberated from sins and defects once
they visit Setu.

O excellent Brahmanas, all those persons who are on a par with
Brahmana-slayers are liberated on arrival at Setu. There is no
doubt about it.

58b-60. One who abandons the holy rite of Aupasana, one who
feeds himself on the food-offering intended for a deity, one who
is in close contact with a woman liquor-addict, one who consumes
the cooked rice of a prostitute, one who feeds himself with the
food of a guild and one who eats the food of a fallen man—all
these are said to be Surapins (liquor-addicts)?. They are excluded
from all holy rites. But, by taking holy bath at Setu, all these get
rid of their sins and are liberated.

61-63. Others who are on a par with drink-addicts are liber-
ated by taking a plunge at Setu.

Those who steal bulbous roots, roots and fruits, musk, woven
silk, milk, sandalwood, camphor and areca nuts, honey, ghee, copper,
bell-metal and Rudraksa-beads should be known as equal to those
who steal gold.? On arriving at the holy spot Setu they are lib-
erated. There is no doubt about it.

64. Other thieves too, O Brahmanas, are absolved of all sins
by taking holy bath at Setu. There is no doubt about this.

65-67. He who carnally approaches his own sister, son’s wife,
a woman in her monthly period, wife of a brother, wife of a friend,
a woman addicted to liquor, other person’s wife, a woman of low
caste and a widow, should be known as a defiler of preceptor’s

1. VV 53-58 enumerate the evil acts equivalent to a Brihmana-slaughter (Brahma-
hatva).

2. VV 58b-60 state what acts come under the sin of liquor-drinking.

3 VV 61-63 list-the acts which are as sinful as stealing gold.
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III.i.1.68-79 7

bed.! He is excluded from all holy rites. These and others who are
on a par with those who defile preceptor’s bed become liberated
by taking holy bath at Setu, O Brahmanas.

68. Those who are in close contact with these and other sinners
as well, shall attain salvation by means of the highly sacred bath
at Setu.

69. O Brahmanas, those who are desirous of enjoying Ghrtaci,
Menaka and other celestial damsels in the world of Devas without
performing a sacrifice, should take their holy bath at Setu, the
dispeller of sins.

70. A person who is desirous of auspiciousness without wor-
shipping the Sun-god, without propitiating the Fire-god and other
Suras, should devoutly take the holy bath at Setu.

71. Let those who wish for heaven without making gifts of
gingelly seeds, plots of ground, gold, grains of corn and rice, O
Brahmanas, take their holy bath at Setu.

72. Let the men who are desirous of heaver.ly pleasures without
giving any strain to their physical body by means of fasts and all
other holy rites, take their holy bath at Setu, the bestower of
salvation.

73-76. Indeed the holy bath at Setu bestows purity of the mind
as well as salvation. It is mentioned in detail in the Puranas that
sacred bath at Setu is superior to Japa, Homa, charitable gifts and
even sacrifice and penance. It has been declared that holy bath
performed without any desire at Setu, the destroyer of sins, causes
cessation of rebirth. O excellent Brahmanas, the truth has been
spoken.

A man who joyously takes the holy bath at Setu with riches in
view, shall attain abundant wealth, O great Brahmanas. If one
takes bath at Setu for the sake of purity, he shall obtain purity.

77. If one takes the holy bath for the sake of sexual pleasure
with celestial damsels in heaven, he attains the same.

78. If one takes the holy bath at Setu, the bestower of salvation,
for the sake of salvation, he attains salvation which is devoid of
the necessity to return (to the world).

79. There shall be Dharma as a result of the holy bath taken
at Setu. There shall be the destruction of sins due to the holy bath
taken at Setu. The holy bath taken at Setu, O excellent Brahmanas,

1. VV 65-67 enumerate the acts equivalent to the sin of defiling the teacher’s
bed. ~
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8 Skanda Purana

is the bestower of all desired benefits.

80. It is proclaimed in Smrtis that it is more meritorious than
all the Vratas, much greater than all Yogas, and more excellent
(meritorious) than all the Tirthas.

81. If people have eagerness and desire for enjoyment of plea-
sures in the worlds of Indra and others, O excellent Brahmanas,
they must take the holy bath at least once at Setu built by Rama.

82. Let those who have the desire to sport about in the world
of Brahma, in Vaikuntha or in Kailasa, the abode of Siva, respect-
fully bathe at Setu.

83-87a. One who desires long life, good health and wealth,
super-handsomeness and good qualities, mastery of the four Vedas
with their ancillary subjects, ability to understand all sacred texts
or becoming conversant with all the Mantras, should take his bath
at Setu, the bestower of all objects. It is true. There is no doubt
about it.

In this world, those men who are afraid of poverty or falling
into hell, should take the holy bath at Ramasetu, the bestower of
salvation. Whether the man is endowed with faith or is devoid of
faith, the man who regularly takes his holy bath at Setu, does not
meet with any misery in this world or in the other world.

87b-94. The mass of sins of all perishes by virtue of the holy
bath at Setu. The mass of piety and virtue enhances and flourishes
like the Moon in the bright half (of a month). Just as different
kinds of jewels increase in the ocean, so merits increase and flourish,
O Brahmanas, due to the holy bath at Setu.

Just as Kamadhenu (wish-yielding cow) bestows all desires in
the world, just as the Cintamani stone (philosopher’s stone) grants
all the desires of men or just as the wish-yielding celestial tree
grants the desires of men, so also the holy bath at Setu yields all
the desires of the men.

If anyone is unable to undertake a pilgrimage to Setu on ac-
count of poverty, he should request good people for the sum and
perform the rite of the holy bath at Setu. There the donor (of the
said amount) attains merit equal to that of taking holy bath at Setu.
So also the recipient attains the full benefit.

With pilgrimage to Setu in view one should receive the sum
from Brihmanas. If the Brahmanas do not give him the amount,
he should borrow it from a Ksatriya. If the kings do not give him,
he should take from a VaiSya.
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IILi.1.95-106 9

95-96. The man shall not accept the requisite amount from a
Sidra. The man who gives money, foodgrain or clothes, etc. and
encourages a man to go to Setu attains the excellent merit of a
horse-sacrifice and other Yajias.

97-99. He shall attain the merit of reciting the four Vedas. He
shall obtain the merit of offering charitable gifts, the chief of
which is Tulapurusadana.' The sin of murder of a Brahmana and
similar sins shall perish. There is no doubt about it. Of what avail
is much talk? He obtains all the desired things. Similarly the
recipient too attains a benefit equal to that. If one were to beg
for the sum for the sake of pilgrimage to Setu, it does not involve
him in the sin of acceptance of monetary gifts.

100. After assuring a person by promising, “Go to Setu; I shall
give you the required amount”, if one says afterwards, “I do not
have (money)”, they call him a Brahmaghataka (murderer of a
Brahmana).

101. If out of greed a rich man were to beg the money like a
poor man for the sake of pilgrimage to Setu, learned men call him
a thief.

102. If by saying *“I will go to Setu” a man accepts some sum
but, out of greed, does not go to Setu, they call him a murderer
of Brahmana.

103. By any means whatsoever, a man should joyously go to
Setu. A man who is unable to go himself should make monetary
gifts to an excellent Brahmana and make him go (to Setu).

104-106. Just as there is no sin in performing a Yajiia after
raising the required amount by begging, so also there is no harm
in undertaking pilgrimage to Setu by raising the amount of ex-
penses by begging.

A man should raise some amount by begging and give it to
another for undertaking pilgrimage to Setu and the holy bath thereat.
Like the man who takes the holy bath, he too shall attain the merit
thereof.

In Krtayuga, they attain salvation by perfect knowledge. In
Tretayuga, sacrifice alone is the bestower of salvation. Similarly
in the other two Yugas, they say that charitable gift is very excellent.
But in all the Yugas holy bath at Setu is excellent for all men.

1. This is a Mahadana. The donor is weighed in a balance against gold and

valuables in the pan. The gold and valuables equal in weight to the donor is dis-
tributed #among Brihmanas. For the procedure of this Dana, see HD 11, ii 871-872.
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10 Skanda Purana
CHAPTER TWO
The Construction of Setu

The sages said:

1-2.0 illustrious Suta, how was Setu (the bridge) made by
Rama of unimpaired activities, in the deep sea, the abode of Varuna?

How many Tirthas are there in Setu, in the Gandhamadana
mountain? O most excellent one among those conversant with the
Pufanas, recount this to us who have great faith and who listen
with great attention.

Sri Siuta said:

3. O eminent sages, I shall relate to you how Setu was built
by Rama in the abode of Varuna.

4. At the bidding of his father, Rama stayed in Paiicavati in
the Dandaka forest with a composed mind. He was accompanied
by Sita and Laksmana.

5. While the noble-souled Raghava was staying therein, O
Brahmanas, his wife was abducted by Ravana by deceiving him
through Marica.

6. Searching for his wife, Rama, the son of DaSaratha, went
to the banks of Parhpa. He was overwhelmed by grief and delu-
sion.

7-10. Raghava, the son of Dasaratha, saw a certain monkey
there.! He was asked by the monkey, “Who are you, respectable
Sir?”

He recounted his own particulars from the beginning, to him
truly. Then the monkey too was asked by Raghava, “Who are
you?”

He informed the noble-souled Raghava thus: “1 am a monkey
named Hanumian. I am the Minister of Sugriva. He wishes to
secure the friendship of both of you. Deputed by him, I have come
to you. Welfare unto both of you. Do come immediately to the
presence of Sugriva.”

11-17. Saying “So be it”, O eminent sages, Rgma went to Sugriva
along with him and pledged friendship (with Sugriva) with Fire-

1. Vide VR 1V, cantos 2 to §.
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I11.i.2.18-29 11

god as the witness. Rama promised him that he would kill Vali,
O Brahmanas, and Sugriva promised to bring back Vaidehi (i.e.
S1ta).

After making this mutual agreement and creating confidence in
each other, the lord of men and the lord of monkeys experienced
great joy. O excellent Brahmanas, they then settled down on the
Rsyamiika mountain. In order to convince Sugriva Raghava hurled
the body of Dundubhi to a distance of many Yojanas (I Yojana
=12 Kms) with the big toe of his foot. The seven palmyra trees
were pierced (with one arrow) by the noble-souled Raghava.'

Then much delighted in his mind, Sugriva, the warrior, said to
Rama, “O Raghava, I am not at all afraid of the Devas including
Indra, since I have secured you as my friend of such great valour
and I have made your friendship. Killing the lord of Lanka, I shall
bring back your wife.”

18. Then accompanied by Sugriva and Laksmana, Ramacandra
of very great power went immediately to Kiskindha protected by
Vali.

19-25. Thereafter Sugriva roared challenging Vili to come (out
for fighting). Unable to brook the challenging roar of his younger
brother, Vali came out from the inner apartment and fought with
his younger brother.

Hit with his fist by Vali, Sugriva became extremely afflicted.
He went away immediately to the place where Rama of great
strength was present. Thereupon, the mighty Rama tied a creeper
round the neck of Sugriva as a mark of recognition and urged him
to fight once again.

Sugriva challenged Vali again with a roar. Encouraged by Rama,
he fought a close hand-to-hand fight with him. Then Raghava
killed Vali with a single arrow.?

After Vali had been killed, Sugriva returned to Kiskindha. When
the rainy season passed off, Sugriva, the ruler of the monkeys,
gathered together the vast army of monkeys quickly, in order to
bring back Sita. He came to the princes.

26-29. With a desire to search for Sita, he sent the monkeys
(to various places). After Sita had been found in Lanka and the
crest jewel was given to him by the son of Wind-god (i.e. Hanumin),
Raghava was both delighted and sad.

I. Vide VR IV.11.84-93 and 12.1-5.
2. Ibjd. 1V.16.35-39.
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Rama started under the auspicious influence of Abhijit!', O
Brahmanas. He was followed by Sugriva, brother (Laksmana), the
intelligent son of Wind-god and other monkeys, the chief of whom
were Jambavan and Nala.

After crossing many lands, he went to the mountain Mahendra.
Thereafter he went to Cakratirtha and stayed there.

30. It was there that the virtuous-souled Vibhisana, the brother
of the lord of the Riaksasas, approached him accompanied by four
ministers.

31-32. Rama received him with a large-hearted welcome. Sugriva
feared that he might be a spy. But by his activities and perfect
conduct, Rama found him free from (suspicious) defects and only
then did he honour him.

33. He crowned Vibhisana as the ruler of the kingdom of all
the Riksasas?. He made him his chief minister equal in importance
to Sugriva, the son of Sun-god.

34-39. The glorious Rama, the scion of the family of Raghu,
who was staying at Cakratirtha was plunged in thought. Then he
spoke to Sugriva and others thus in the presence of prominent
monkeys: He spoke these words befitting the occasion : “What is
the means by which you will cross this sea? This army is vast.
The sea is impassable. This mass of water is blue with surging
waves. The fishes jump about. It is exceedingly agitated by huge
crocodiles, conchshells and oyster-shells. In some places the sub-
marine fire assails it. It is exceedingly terrible on account of
foams. The violent gusts of wind blowing over it, toss the blue
clouds (here and there). Its sound is like that of the clouds at the
time of the great deluge. It is powerful on account of the stormy
winds. How can we cross the ocean, the abode of Varuna, the
imperturbable (vast sheet of water)? All of you are surrounded by
the armies of the exceedingly powerful monkeys.

40-45. (Let us find out) means whereby we can cross the lord
of rivers. How can we go beyond the abode of Varuna along with
our armies without any delay? It is a hundred Yojanas wide. It

1. This was on the 8th day of the dark half of Mirgaéirsa (infra Dharmirapya

1.30-42).
2. Vide VR V1.17-19. Dharméranya 1.30-46 states that this was the 4th day

of the bright half of Pausa.
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is inaccessible even mentally. There are many obstacles. How can
Sita be redeemed?

We are without any support now. We have come to a miserable
plight. We are in the stormy sea, a huge mass of water without
any shelter. What means shall we employ for crossing by the
monkeys? I was banished from the kingdom. I came to the forest.
My father died. Sita was abducted.

More unbearable than all these is the difficulty involved in
crossing the sea. Fie, fie upon your roars, O sea! Fie upon your
watery mass! How can the words of the great Pot-born Sage (Agastya)
be false? ‘After killing Ravana the sinner, go immediately to the
holy Gandhamadana for dispelling the sins.’ This is what he had
said.”

Sri Suta said:

46-50. On hearing these words of Rama, Sugriva and other
prominent (monkeys) said with palms joined in reverence to Raghava
of great strength: ‘*We shall cross this by means of various kinds
of boats and rafts.”

Then in the midst of the crores of monkeys Vibhisana spoke
thus: “It behoves King Raghava to seek refuge in the sea. This
sea, the abode of Varuna, has been dug by Sagaras. It behoves the
sea to co-operate in the task of their successor Rama.”

On being told thus by Vibhisana, the learned Raksasa, Raghava
pacified all the monkeys and said thus:

51-55. “All the monkeys cannot cross the exceedingly dreadful
sea, a hundred Yojanas in width, by means of rafts, canoes and
boats.

O great monkeys, there are not many ships and big boats sufficient
for a large army. How can a person like me cause loss to the
merchants? Our army is very large. The enemy may strike at
vulnerable points. Hence the crossing by means of rafts and ca-
noes does not appeal to me. O monkeys, what is said by Vibhisana
gives me delight. I shall worship this sea for the purpose of getting
a way across. If he does not yield the path, I will burn him up
by means of unobstructable great missiles blazing like fire urged
by gusts of winds.”

56-59. After saying this, Raghava ceremoniously sipped water
and lay on a bed of KuSa grass along with the son of Sumitra
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waiting for the favour of the sea.'

Rama, of very powerful arms, lay on the shore of the sea over
which Kusa grass had been spread.

He (shone) like sacred fire in sacrificial altar. The scion of the
family of Raghu kept his own arm as a pillow, his arm that resembled
the body of Sesa. Keeping his right arm as the pillow, the clever
(prince) propitiated the Sea.

For three days and nights Rama lay like this on the ground over
which Kusa grass was spread. He never swerved from observance
of restraints.

60-66. Rama, who was conversant with good policies and was
devoted to pious activities, spent three days thus and propitiated
the Sea for the purpose of getting the pathway. Still the dull-witted
Sea did not reveal himself to Rama, although he was duly wor-
shipped by Rama with purity. When the Sea did not appear before
Rama, Rama with extremities of the eyes reddened became infu-
riated. He spoke to Laksmana who was near him: “O son of Sumitra,
within a moment I shall restrain the Sea through with my arrows.
Along with its conchshells and oyster-shells, along with its fishes
and sharks, the Sea shall be dried up by me by means of arrows
and unfailing missiles. I am endowed with forbearance but this
Sea regards me incapable of doing anything. Fie upon the forbear-
ance in respect of such people! The Sea does not reveal himself
to me by peaceful means.

67-70. O Laksmana, bring me my bow and arrows resembling
serpents. I shall dry up the Sea. Let the monkeys cross the Sea
on foot. I shall wipe out with arrows the boundary of this
Sea that is agitated with thousands of waves, as it has transgressed
the limits of propriety. I shall dry up the great Sea agitated by
great Danavas, possessing great sharks and crocodiles and turbu-
lent with enormous waves.”

After saying this, Rama took up the bow in his hand. With his
eyes full of anger, Rima became dreadful like Siva, the destroyer

of the three Puras.
71. He bent the bow with anger, he shook the world with his

1. Vide VR VI.21. Rama started his Satvagraha on the 6th day. bright half of
Pausa as per Dharmaranya. The place of Rama's Satvdgraha against the Sea-god
is now called Durbha-Savana or Darbha-Savvi or Tiruppullani. It is a coastal
village about 7 miles from Ramanithapuram Railway Station.
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arrows and he discharged fierce arrows like Bhava (Siva) on the
three Puras.

72. The brilliant and dreadful arrows brightened the ten quar-
ters and entered the waters of the Sea fully agitated by haughty
Danavas.

73. The Sea then got frightened. As he had no other refuge, he
trembled with fear and with palms folded in reverence, he came
up personally from the nether world.

74. He sought refuge in Raghava, the cause of salvation. Having
become (very humble) he eulogized Raghava with pleasing words.

The Sea said:

75. O Raghava, I bow down to your lotus-like feet. O Lord of
Sita, you are the bestower of happiness to those who serve your
feet. I bow down to the dust of your glorious feet that absolved
the wife of Gautama (from the curse) and that are worthy of being
served by groups of Devas.

76. Obeisance, obeisance to you who pierced the body of Tadaka,
who guarded the sacrifice of Vi§vamitra. Obeisance to you who
broke the bow of Mahadeva. Repeated bows to the destroyer of
multitudes of Raksasas.

77. O Rama! O Rama! I bow down (to you) the bestower of
what is desired by devotees. You have incarnated in the family
of Raghu with a desire to carry out the task of Devas.

78. You are Narayana without beginning and end. You are the
bestower of salvation, the auspicious one, the imperishable one.
O Rama, O Rama of great and powerful arms, protect me. I have
sought refuge (in you).

79-82. O great king, restrain your anger. O abode of mercy,
forgive. The earth, the wind, the ether, the water and the fire, O
scion of the family of Raghu, retain their respective natural char-
acteristics with which they have been created by Brahma Paramesthin.
Fathomlessness is my natural characteristic. Shallowness will be
an aberration. This is the truth I am saying. I dare not at all to
give up my ancestral quality on any account, out of covetousness,
love, fear or attachment, O scion of the family of Raghu. But I
will render help in getting your army across.

83-84. When the Sea, the lord of rivers, said thus, Rama said
to him: ‘I will go to Lanka protected by Ravana, along with my
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army. So do dry up yourself so that | may cross now.”

On being told thus the Sea, the abode of Varuna, said to Raghava
again:

85-86. ‘*Listen attentively, O Rama. After hearing, do what-
ever you want to do. If I dry up at your bidding, because you are
desirous of crossing along with your army, others also will com-
mand me on the strength of their bows. I shall tell another means
whereby your army can cross.

87-90. There is a monkey here (in your army) named Nala. He
is a highly respected architect. O descendant of Kakutstha, he is
the powerful son of Tvastr, the architect of gods. Whatever he
casts into me, a blade of grass, a log of wood or a piece of boulder,
I shall hold it up and that shall be your bridge. By that bridge you
go to Lanka ruled by Ravana.”

After saying this the Sea vanished. Rama said to Nala: “Con-
struct a bridge over the sea, O highly intelligent one. Indeed you
are competent to do it.”

Then Nala spoke these words to Rama, the most excellent one
among the virtuous:

91-93. “I shall build the bridge over the fathomless sea. Boons
have been granted to me by my father. I am equal to him in
capacity. A boon was granted to my mother by Vi§vakarman on
the mountain Mandara: ‘Your son will be on a par with me in Arts
and Crafts.” I am his bosom-born son and I am on a par with
Vis§vakarman. Let the great monkeys build the bridge today itself.”

94-97a. Commanded by Rama, the extremely powerful mon-
keys of huge bodies and the velocity of Garuda and Wind-god,
brought mountains, peaks of mountains, grass blades, creepers and
trees and Nala built the great bridge in the middle of the sea. It
was a hundred Yojana long and ten Yojana wide. Rama, the Lord
of Janaki, thus got the bridge built by Nala, the great monkey, the
son of Vi§vakarman.'

97b-102. Resorting to this Setu built by Rama, all men who
have committed sins, are liberated from their sins. Siva is not
pleased so much with Vratas, charitable gifts, penances and Homas,
as he is pleased with the holy plunge at Setu. Just as there is no
other splendour comparable to the refulgence of the Sun, so also
there is nothing equal to the holy bath at Setu. A tip of Setu is

1. Cf VR V1.22.44-62.
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in Lanka where Rama desired to go and therefore began the construction
by the monkeys. It (the tip of Setu) is meritorious and destructive
of sins. Afterwards it became well-known by the name Darbhasayana.
Thus, O Brahmanas, the construction of Setu has been recounted
by me. There are many meritorious Tirthas here.

103. Even Sesa is incapable of counting all of them and telling
their names. But I shall describe a few of those Tirthas.

104-106. In the main there are twenty-four Tirthas at Setu.! The
first one is Cakratirtha and then Vetdlavarada. Then is the Tirtha
named Papavinasartha which is famous in all the worlds. Then is
the meritorious Sitasaras and Mangalatirtha then. Thereafter is the
Tirtha named Amrtavapika which is the destroyer of all sins. Be-
yond that is the Tirtha Brahmakunda and thereafter the Tirtha
(Pool) of Hanuman.

107-109. Thereafter is Agastya Tirtha. Rama Tirtha is beyond
that. Then Laksmana Tirtha and Jatdtirtha is beyond it. Beyond
it is the great Tirtha of Laksmi and Agnitirtha is further beyond
that. Away from it is the meritorious Cakratirtha and beyond it
is Sivatirtha. Then is the Tirtha named Sankha and Yamuni Tirtha
is beyond it. Gangatirtha is further away and Gayitirtha is the next
one.

110-111. Beyond it is the Tirtha called Kotitirtha and there-
after is the Amrtatirtha of the Sadhyas. Beyond it is the Tirtha
named Manasa and Dhanuskoti is further.

These are the important Tirthas. They are destructive of great
sins. Thus the Tirthas in Setu have been recounted, O excellent
Brahmanas.

112. How the great Setu was built across the sea by Rama has
been recounted, O leading Brahmanas. It is meritorious and de-
structive of sins.

113-114. By listening to this and reading this, the man on the
carth is liberated.

The man who reads this chapter or listens to this with great
devotion, O leading Brahmanas, attains infinite success in the
other world. He shall never experience the distress of rebirth.

1. VV 104-111 give a list of importamt Tirthas on Setu.
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CHAPTER THREE

Dharmatirtha Becomes Famous as Cakratirtha'

The sages said:

1-2. Twenty-four Tirthas have been recounted by you, O sage,
as the most important Tirthas al Setu that is destructive of sins.
Of them the first one is tamous as Cakratirtha. How did it get that
name and fame, O Siita? Recount it to us even as we ask for it.

$ri Sita said:

3-9. Of the twenty-four important Tirthas, O excellent Brahmanas,
the first one that is mentioned is well-known in all the worlds.
By remembering that Tirtha a devotee will cease to have rebirth
in any species. Even the sins committed in the course of a hundred
thousand births become dissolved by taking a single holy bath in
that Tirtha, by remembering it and by glorifying it. A Tirtha su-
perior to this or at least equal to it does not exist in the world,
O excellent Brahmanas. O excellent sages, the truth has been
stated by me.

Ganga, Sarasvati, Reva, Parhpa, Godavari, Kalindi, Kaveri, Narmada,
Manikarnika and other Tirthas, and all the meritorious rivers on
the earth are not equal to a ten-millionth part of this Tirtha, O
eminent Brahmanas. Those who are conversant with ancient leg-
ends ¢ 1l that Tirtha Dharmatirtha.

Ho\. it became famous as Cakratirtha, 1 shall recount now.
Listen, O great sages.

10. It is called Setumila. It is said to be Darbhasayana. There
itself is Cakratirtha which crushes great sins.

11-12. Formerly there was a sage named Gilava.? He was devoted
to Vispu. He performed a great penance on the banks of Dharma
Puskarini in the vicinity of village Phulla very near the lake Ksirasaras
and not far from Halasya on the shore of the southern sea.

1. Dharma Tirtha (Dharma Pugkarini) alias Cakratirtha is at Devipatnam (Devipattana,
in the Text) or near Phullagrama. It is regarded as Setumiila. The place of Rima's
Satydgraha against the Sea-god is near here and is called Darbha-favana (v 10).

2. From the account of Sage Gilava as found in the Mbh, Udyoga, Chs. 106-
118, this sage is different—his namesake only.
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13-19. He performed penance for ten thousand Yugas, O
Bréhmanas, culogizing the eternal Brahman. He was compassion-
ate and truthful. He abstained from food and conquered his sense-
organs. He saw all the living beings like himself. He was free from
desire for sensual objects. He was desirous of the welfare of all
living beings. He had perfect control over all the sense-organs. He
was unaffected by all mutually opposed pairs (e.g. pleasure-pain
etc.). For several years he lived on withered leaves. For some time
he took in only water. For some years he subsisted on air only.
Thus, for five thousand years the great sage performed a severe
penance which was difficult even for Devas (to perform).

The great sage spent the other five thousand years without food,
without breathing, without any support (or abode) and without
viewing anything.

During rainy season he suffered the heavy downpour. During
early winter he lay under water. During summer he stood in the
midst of five fires' and engaged himself 1n meditating on Visnu.
Repeating the eight-syllabled Mantra, meditating on Janardana in
his heart, Galava, the great sage of very great refulgence, per-
formed the great penance.

20-25. Thus the sage passed ten thousand years. The Lord of
Laksmi became pleased with his penance. He appeared in front
of him, holding the conch, the discus and the iron club. His eyes
resembled petals of a full-blown lotus. He had the lustre of crores
of suns. He was seated on Garuda (the son of Vinata). He was
remarkably splendid with his royal umbrella and chowries. He was
adorned with necklaces, armlets, coronets, bracelets, etc. He was
surrounded by Visvaksena, Sunanda and other servants. Songs describing
his victories were sung by Nirada and others playing on lutes,
flutes, Mrdanga drums, etc. He shone in his yellow garment. Laksmi
gracefully dazzled on his chest. He had the splendour of blue
clouds. Madhusiidana shook (playfully) a lotus flower with one of
his hands. On his two sides he was served by the great Yogins
like Sanaka, etc.

26-30. With his gentle smile he fascinated the entire three
worlds. With his refulgence he brightened everyone, O Brihmanas,

1. This s called Pudicignisidhana The person has four fires i four directions
around him and the Sum s the fifth fire above the head. Thus is to be performed

during summer
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and all the ten quarters. He appeared splendid with the jewel
Kaustubha tied round his neck. He was accompanied by many
chamberlains with golden statfs in their hands. His unimaginable
and rare miraculous exploits, not shared by others, were sung by
them. Lord Hari, the lover of I.aksmi, easily accessible to his
devotees, appeared before Galava, the great sage. On seeing the
yellow-robed Lord, whose chest was marked with Srivatsa, the
great sage became delighted. The great sage who was endowed
with great devotion eulogized the Lord of the universe.

Galava said':

31-36. Obeisance to the primordial lord of Devas holding the
conch, discus and the iron club. Bow to the eternal and the pure
one, having the forms of existence, knowledge and bliss.

Obeisance to the destroyer of the agony of devotees. Salute to
you having the form of Havya and Kavya. Hail to you, the three-
formed one, the cause of creation, sustenance and annihilation (of
the world).

Obeisance to the great lord. Obeisance to the Lord of plentiful
abundance. Obeisance to the Lord of Laksmi. Bow to the great
creator. Hail to the Lord with the Sun and the Moon for his eyes.
Obeisance to the Lord saluted by Virifici and others.

Obeisance to that destroyer of Daityas, who is free from the
notions of name, class, etc., who is bereft of all defects and who
dispels the fright of worldly existence.

Obeisance to the Lord of Rama, who can be comprehended
through the Vedanta, whose abode is in Vaikuntha, and who is the
father of Creator Brahma. Repeated obeisance to the Lord who
dispels the agony and distress of the people of Satya (Loka).
Obeisance to Narayana of unmeasured valour.

Obeisance to you, to Lord Vasudeva holding the Sariga bow.
ggain and again obeisance to you lying down on the couch of

esa.

37-40a. After eulogizing Hari thus, O Brahmanas, Galava kept
quiet.

1. It is the special feature of all these eulogies that the deity praised is shown
to be equivalent to Brahman irrespective of its being Vignu, Siva etc. The same
epithets implying identification with Brahman are freely used in common. Compare
this eulogy of Visnu with that of Rudra in vv 56-61 below.
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On hearing the eulogy pleasant to the ears made by that noble-
souled sage, Hari, the wielder of the conch, discus and the iron
club, was greatly delighted. Sauri embraced him with all his four
arm. With great pleasure he spoke these words: “Let the boon be
chosen. I am pleased with your penance, eulogy and obeisance,
O Galava. I have come here as the bestower of boons on you.”

Galava said:

40b-46a. O yellow-robed Narayana, O Lord of Rama, (Lord)
identical with the universe, O Janardana, the abode of the uni-
verse, O Govinda, the slayer of Naraka, I am contented and blessed
by seeing you. I am now superior to all.

Those who are violators of the path of virtue do not see you
because you are the protector of Dharma. What boon is greater
than this that I know that Supreme Soul whom Brahma and Bhava
do not know, whom even the three Vedas do not know!

What boon is greater than this that ] see the Supreme Atman
whom the Yogins do not visualize and whom the steadfast follow-
ers of Karma do not see? I am contented with this, O Janardana,
O Lord of the universe.

I see that Janirdana (by) remembering whose name great sin-
ners as well as sages attain salvation. Let me have steady devotion
to the pair of your lotus-like feet.

Hari said:

46b-50. Let your devotion to me be steadfast and free from
desire, O Galava. Listen also to another statement of mine, O sage.
Perform holy rites for my sake. Meditate on me. Be devoted to
me. At the end of this physical body that has been assigned by
destiny, you will attain my form. O great sage, stay in this her-
mitage itself.

This Dharmapuskarini is meritorious and destructive of sins.
One who performs penance on its banks shall attain the Siddhi
(fulfilment) of his penance.

Formerly Dharma came here and performed a penance on the
shore of the Southern Sea, mentally meditating on Mahideva.

51-52. For the purpose of (his) holy bath, O great sage, Dharma
created a Tirtha.! Since it was made by him, it became well-known

1. This is why it came to be called Dharma-Pugkaripl. The story of Dharma's
penance is described in vv 52-53.
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as Dharmapuskarini.

Just as the penance is performed by you now, O excellent sage,

“in the same manner a penance was performed by Dharma then who

served Hara.

53. Being delighted with his penance, the trident-bearing Lord
Mahes$vara manifested himself before him, illuminating all the ten
quarters with his brilliance.

54 Dharma who was extremely delighted eulogized the Lord,
the Supreme Lord, the storehouse of mercy, who himself came to
his hermitage.

Dharma said:

55-61. I bow down to the lord of the universe, to I§ina of the
nature of Pranava, who has the forms of all the deities, who is
devoid of beginning, middle and end, who has sublimated his
sexual energy, who has uneven number of eyes (lit. of deformed
eyes). who is of cosmic form and who is the support of the entire
universe.

I bow down to the unborn, infinite and immutable lord. I salute
that lord who makes nourishment increase, whom great Yogins
honour.

Obeisance to the overlord of the worlds who moves about (in
the heart), who goes to and fro unnoticed.

Obeisance to Nilakantha. Salute to the lord of Pasus (individual
souls). Obeisance to the destroyer of sins. Hail to the most boun-
tiful one, to the most liberal one!

Obeisance 'to Lord Rudra. Obeisance to Kadrudra.' Obeisance
to the noble-minded one. Obeisance to the Lord with the Pinaka
bow in his hand; obeisance to you, the trident-armed one.

Obeisance to the lord in the form of consciousness. Bow to the
lord of nourishment. Obeisance to the five-faced lord; salute to
the lord of holy places.

On being eulogized thus, Sankara, the great lord, the benefactor
of the worlds, became extremely pleased with Dharma. He spoke
to him thus:

1. Kuadru means a brown-coloured vessel for Soma-juice. This breaking of the
Soma vessels probably refers to Siva's destruction of Daksa’s sacrifice.
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Mahesvara said:

62. 1 am pleased with this prayer of yours, O Dharma of great
intellect. Choose a boon from me. Do not delay.

63-64. On being told thus by ISvara, Dharma spoke to the lord
thus:

“‘I shall become your vehicle permanently, O Lord of Parvati.
This boon alone should be granted to me, O destroyer of the three
Puras. I shall be blessed and contented merely by bearing you, O
lord.”

65. On being told thus by Dharma, the Lord spoke thus to
Dharma:

I$vara said:

Become my vehicle, O Dharma. You will be always honoured

by the world.
66. You will have never-failing power to bear me. Those who
serve you shall always have devotion to me. There is no doubt

about this.

67. When this was said by Sankara, Dharma who assumed the
form of a Vrsa (Bull), O Galava, began to carry the great Lord
ever since then.

68. Mahadeva rode on Dharma who had taken the form of a
bull. He shone remarkably and spoke these nectar-like words to

Dharma.

ISvara said:

69. The Tirtha made by you on the shore of the Southern Sea
will become famous in the world as Dharmapuskarini.

70-71a. Japa, Homa, charitable gift and study of the Vedas
performed on its banks shall bestow endless benefits. Other holy
rites too, if performed joyously by men on its banks, should be
known as the bestowers of infinite benefits. There is no doubt
about it.

71b-72a. After granting this boon to that Dharmatirtha, Safkara
rode on Dharma, the bull, and went to the Kailisa mountain.

72b-73. Hence, O Galava, you shall stay on the banks of
Dharmapuskarini till your death. O tiger among sages, you should
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perform penance with great concentration. Afterwards, you will
certainly attain me.

74-75a. Whenever there is any threat befalling you and fright-
ening you, I shall destroy it by discharging my discus instanta-
neously.

After saying this Visnu vanished there itself.

$ri Suta said:

75b-77a. After Visnu had vanished, Gilava, the great sage,
stayed on the banks of Dharmapuskarini meditating on Visnu. The
intelligent sage worshipped Visnu three times every day in the
Silagrama stone, the bestower of salvation. He was detached and
he had conquered his sense-organs.

77b-80. Once, on the day of Hari (the eleventh day) in the
bright half of the month of Magha, he observed fast and kept
awake during the night. He then worshipped Visnu. On the next
day, the twelfth day, he took his holy bath in the waters of
Dharmapuskarini. He performed all the daily round of holy rites
beginning with Sandhya prayers and libations. Then he began the
worship of Hari.

Galava fetched Tulasi leaves and flowers, performed the wor-
ship of Krsna and uttered this prayer:

Galava said:

81-82. I bow down to the thousand-headed Visnu, to Hari who
had assumed the form of a fish. ] bow down to HrsikeSa in the
form of tortoise and boar. | bow down to the Man-Lion, the (in-
carnation) named Vamana, the son of Jamadagni, Righava, Balabhadra,
Krsna and Kalki.'l bow down to Visnu.

83-84. I bow down to Janidrdana, Vasudeva who needs no support,
who destroys the distress of those who bow down and who is the
-upport of all living beings. I bow down to Jandrdana who is
omniscient, who is the maker of all, whose form is constituted of
existence, knowledge and bliss, who is beyond the range of thought
and who cannot be pointed out specifically.

. & »

1. VV 81-82 give the kst of Visgu's usual incamations. But instead of Buddha

as an incamnation, here is Balabhadra along with Krsna. It shows that this chapter
was written before the recognition of the Buddha as an incarnation of Vispu.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



II1.i.3.85-101 25

85. Eulogizing thus, Galava, the great Yogin, the eminent sage
stayed on the banks of Dharmapuskarini engaged in meditation.

86. In the meantime a certain dreadful Riksasa who was af-
flicted excessively with hunger, came there in order to devour
Galava.!

87-88. This Raksasa seized Galava with force. On being caught
thus forcibly by the demon, Galava shouted piteously to Narayana,
the ocean of mercy, the ultimate refuge of those who are in great
distress, the discus-armed lord, crying ‘‘Save me, save me” re-
peatedly.

89. ‘O great Lord, O supreme bliss, O protector of those who
seek refuge (in you) ! Save me, O ocean of mercy. I have been
caught within the clutches of a demon.

90. O Hari, O Visnu, O Lord of Laksmi, O Garuda-emblemed
Vaikuntha! Save me. I have been assailed by the demon. Save me
in the manner you saved the elephant seized by the crocodile.

91. O Damodara, O Lord of the universe, O crusher of the
demon Hiranya! 1 am extremely harassed by the Raksasa. Save me
as you saved Prahlada.”

92-95. As Galava prayed thus, O excellent Brahmanas, the
discus-armed Visnu came to know of the danger of his devotee
and he despatched his discus for protecting the devotee.

Hurled by Visnu, the powerful Lord, the discus of Visnu came
speedily to the shore of Dharmapuskarini.

On seeing Visnu’s Sudarfana that resembled infinite number of
Suns, and had the lustre of infinite number of fires ablaze with
great flames and with loud report, the discus that crushed the great
Asuras, the demon fled.

96. Sudarfana that was unconquerable with its clusters of flames
suddenly cut off the head of the fleeing demon.

97. On seeing the Rdksasa fallen on the ground, Gilava was
filled with great delight. He eulogized Sudarfana.

Galava said:

98-101. O Discus of Visnu, obeisance to you. O (weapon) al-
ways ready to protect the universe, obeisance to you, the ornament
of the lotus-like hands of Nardyana.

1. VV 86-111 explain why it is called Cakra-firtha.
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O Sudaréana of loud report, bow to you, an expert in the an-
nihilation of Asuras in battles; salute to you, the destroyer of the
distress of devotees.

Save me, I am extremely frightened. Redeem me from all the
sins. O Lord Sudar§ana, be present in this Dharmatirtha forever
for the welfare of the universe desirous of salvation.

On being told thus by Galava, O eminent sages, that Discus of
Visnu spoke to sage Gilava delighting him as it were through
close friendship.

Sudarsana said:

102-107. This excellent Dharmatirtha is exceedingly meritori-
ous, O Gilava.

I shall permanently stay here with a desire for the welfare of
the people. Considering your molestation by the wicked Raksasa,
I have been sent, O Brahmana. I have therefore come here hur-
riedly. The base Réksasa who troubled you has been killed by me.
You have been relieved of the fear. Indeed you have always been
a devotee of Hari. O great sage, I shall stay always in this Puskarini
(Lake) of Dharma for the protection of the world. Since I will be
present, O Brahmana, neither you, nor others will have any trouble
from spirits or demons hereafter. Indeed this Dharmapuskarini is
destructive of all sins.

108-111. This lake was made by Dharma formerly up to
Devipattana. 1 shall always stay everywhere (within it) here, O
great sage. Due to my presence this lake will become famous as
Cakratirtha.

Those who take their holy bath in Cakratirtha that bestows
salvation will be rid of all sins. Their sons and grandsons and all
persons in their family shall be rid of all their sins. They will go
to the great region of Visnu.

Those who offer rice-balls here to the Manes will go to heaven
and the Pitrs who are propitiated will also go to heaven.

112. After saying thus the Discus of Vispu suddenly entered

Dharmapuskarini, the destroyer of sins, O Brihmanas, even as
Gilava and all other Brahmanas were watching.
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$ri Suta said:

113-117. How Dharmatirtha came to be well-known as Cakratirtha
has been recounted to you all by me joyously, O eminent Brihmanas.
There has never been nor will there ever be a Tirtha on a par with
Cakratirtha.

Those who take their holy bath here, O Brahmanas, shall be
liberated. There is no doubt about this.

One who glorifies this chapter or listens to this with concen-
tration and mental purity, shall obtain the excellent benefit of
taking the holy bath in Cakratirtha. He will enjoy all pleasures
here and then enjoy the pleasures in heaven.

He who remembers at least once Dharmatirtha, Gdalava who
performed the severe rites of Samadhi and Yoga, and Sudarfana,
the destroyer of the Riksasa, shall never become a sinner.

CHAPTER FOUR

Redemption of Durdama from a Curse

The sages said:

1. O Holy Lord Sita, most excellent one among those con-
versant with the Puranas, who was that Raksasa who harassed the
noble-souled Galava, the devotee of Visnu?

Sri Suta said:

2. 1 shall tell you about that cruel Raksasa, O Brahmanas;
listen respectfully. I shall tell you how that Riksasa came to be
born by the power of a curse of sages.

3-10. Formerly, on the peak of Kaildsa, in the abode of Siva
in Halasya, twenty-four thousand sages, expounders of Brahman,
and residents of Madhurapura (Mathurd) headed by Vasistha and
Atri, propitiated Lord Siva, the lord of Haldsya, the moon-crested
lord of Uma, and the lord of spirits, for their salvation. All of
them, the devotees of Siva, had applied holy ash all over their
bodies. They were of great spiritual splendour. They had the Tripundras
(three sectarian horizontal parallel lines) on their foreheads.

They wore rosaries of Rudraksa beads. They were engaged in
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the Japa of the five-syllabled Mantra, namah fivaya.

Once a Gandharva, a powerful son of Vi§vavasu, named Durdama,
being himself nude, was joyously engaged in aquatic sports with
naked women. O great Brahmanas, he was addicted to the com-
pany of an assemblage of viciously vulgar fellows. A hundred
women surrounded him. It was the Tirtha of Halasyanatha where
they sported thus:

Desirous of performing the midday rcligious rites, Vasistha in
the company of many sages went to that Tirtha from the abode
of Sankara. On seeing those sages the young women became
frightened and clothed themselves immediately. But the foolhardy
Durdama did not. Infuriated by this, Vasistha cursed that shame-
less fellow.

Vasistha said:

11-14. O Durdama, O Gandharva, you did not feel ashamed on
seeing us and did not put on your clothes at once. Hence, be turned
into a Raksasa.

After saying thus, Vasistha, the eminent sage, said to those
women: ‘‘O excellent young women, since you all put on your
clothes on seeing us, I do not curse you. Do go to heaven.”

On being told thus by Vasistha the young women bowed down
to Vasistha with great humility. With their palms folded in rev-
erence, they entreated Vasistha who was surrounded by groups of
sages.

The young women said:

15-19. O holy lord, conversant with all Dharmas, O son of
the Four-faced Lord (Brahma), O ocean of mercy, look upon us
with mercy. It does not behove you to be angry.

It is the husband who is called the greatest ornament of women.
A woman may have a hundred sons, but if she has no husband,
she is called a widow in the world. It is regarded as death in the
case of women. Hence do us this favour. O sage, be pleased with
our husband too. One offence should be forgiven by the sages who
know the truth. Forgive, O ocean of mercy, Durdama who is (like
a) disciple unto you.

On being requested thus by the womenfolk of Durdama Vasistha
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became pleased, O excellent Brahmanas, and he spoke these words
again:

20-26a. “O ladies of excellent eyebrows, my words shall never
be false. I shall tell you a means. Listen with attention.

The curse given to your husband shall be limited to sixteen
years. At the end of this period Durdama in the form of a Raksasa
shall by chance go to Cakratirtha, O celestial maidens. Gilava, a
great Yogin, devoted to Visnu, lives there. The Raksasa will rush
at the sage with the intention of devouring him. Thereupon the
excellent discus hurled by Visnu for saving Galava, O ladies, will
take away his head. There is no doubt about it. Durdama will
become rid of his curse and regain his own form. Your husband
will come to heaven once again. There is no doubt about this.
After coming to heaven with handsome features and beautiful
dress, Durdama, your husband, will delight you all, O beautiful
women.”

26b-29. After saying this to the excellent wives of Durdama,
Vasistha, the devotee of Lord of Halasya, immediately went back
to his hermitage.

Then the young women in great agony embraced their husband
Durdama and began to lament. They were grief-stricken. They
were in the depths of the ocean of distress. Even as they were
watching him, Durdama turned into a Raksasa.

He had great curved teeth, a huge body and red beard and hair.
On seeing him, the young women became distressed with fear,
they went back to heaven.

30-34. In his body of a Raksasa, Durdama of dreadful features
wandered from country to country, from forest to forest, eating
and devouring all living beings. With the velocity of wind he
moved from place to place. Then he went to Dharmatirtha. Thus
sixteen years passed while he was moving from place to place.
Then, at the end of the sixteenth year, O great sages, with the
force of a violent gust of wind, this Raksasa rushed at sage Gilava,
the resident of Dharmatirtha, in order to devour him. He (Gélava)
prayed to Janardana. On being eulogized by Gilava, Visnu hurled
his discus in order to save sage Galava who was harassed by the
Riksasa. The discus of Hari came down and severed the head of
the Raksasa.

35-41. Thereupon, he discarded the demoniac body and as-
sumed a divine form. Durdama got into an excellent aerial chariot.
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He was showered with flowers. He bowed down to Sudar§ana and
saluted it. With palms joined in reverence, he then eulogized it,
in excellent words pleasing to the ears.

Durdama said:

O Sudarsana, 1 offer obeisance to you. O sole ornament of the
hand of Visnu, salute to you, the destroyer of Asuras. Bow to you
having the refulgence of a thousand Suns. It was due to a bit of
your kindness that I was able to get rid of my Raksasa form and
regain my real form. O Discus, the weapon of Visnu, salute to you.
Permit me to go to heaven, O lover of Visnu. There my wives,
with their minds in agony due to separation, bewail me. Be merciful
to me so that | shall be able to fix my mind on you. Obeisance
to you, O Discus.

On being culogized thus by Durdama with great devotion, the
Discus of Visnu blessed him quickly, O great sages, and said,‘‘So
be it”.

42-48. Permitted by the Weapon Discus, Durdama bowed down
to sage Gilava. On being allowed by him, the Gandharva went to
heaven.

When Durdama went to heaven, Galava the eminent sage prayed
to the Discus, the excellent weapon of Visnu:

‘O Weapon Discus, I bow down to you, O crusher of great
Asuras. Be present in the excellent Dharmatirtha extending up to
Devipattana. Let it be destructive of all sins of the sinners who
take bath in it. Let it be sacred due to your presence. Do destroy
the sins. Grant them permanent salvation. Make it famous as Cakratirtha
in the world. Henceforth let the fears of the sages here perish due
to your presence. O Weapon Discus, obeisance to you. O lord, let
there not be any danger from evil spirits, ghosts and vampires.”

On being requested thus by Gilava, O leading sages, the Discus
said, ‘‘So be it” and vanished there in the Tirtha itself.

$ri Suta said:

49-50. Thus, O Brihmanas, the origin of the Riksasa has been
recounted by me. The glory of that Cakratirtha, that is destructive
of dist (sins) is also recounted. On hearing this, a man on the earth
is liberated from all the sins.
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The sages saud:

51-53a. O Siita, O disciple of Vyasa, of great intellect, O most
excellent one among those conversant with Puranas, the excellent
Cakratirtha (originally) extended from Darbhasayana to Devipattana.
It was very large. How did it become split now? Tell us. It behoves
you to dispel this doubt that occurs in our mind.

$ri Suta said:

53b-58. Formerly all the mountains had wings. They had the
velocity of mind. They moved about here and there by the ethereal
path along with the other mountains nearby. They glided and flew
along and settled on cities and countries, villages and forests.
Wherever these mountains settled down like this, men, cows and
other hving beings were crushed by them. They met with instan-
tanecous death. When Brahmanas and peoples of other castes too
perished thereby, this prevented the performance of Yajiias, etc.
On account of the absence of the Yajiias and other rites, Devas
became distressed, Indra became infuriated. Seizing the thunder-
bolt he cut off the wings of the powerful mountains.

59. When their wings were thus being cut off by Indra, all the
mountains had no other refuge. Out of fear they entered the sea.

60-63. When all the mountains thus fell into the salty sea, some
of them fell into the Cakratirtha too, mistaking it to be the sea
itself.

By the mountains fallen thus, Cakratirtha got filled in the middle.
The highly meritorious Cakratirtha became split in the middle.

By a lucky chance, the great mountains did not fall on the two
sides. Therefore, it appears as though divided into two at Darbhasayana
as well as at Devipura. On account of the mountains that fell in
the middle Cakratirtha (in the middle) became a land mass.

$ri Suta said:

64. Thus, O eminent sages, it has been recounted to you all
how this Tirtha became a land mass in the middle and how with
their wings cut off by Indra, the lofty mountains fell down here
suddenly.
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CHAPTER FIVE
Redemption from Curse of Alambusa and Vidhuma'

$ri Suta said:

1-3a. In the context of the meritorious Cakratirtha that is de-
structive of sins, I shall tell something wondrous, O eminent sages.
A Vasu named Vidhima and a celestial woman named Alarhbusa
formerly attained human birth due to a terribly severe curse of
Brahma. By taking their holy bath in the highly meritorious Cakratirtha
they were redeemed from the curse.

The sages said:

3b-6. O Siita, O Suta of great intellect, O great expert in the
Puridna topics, there is nothing not known to you, because of your
intelligence and because of your being a disciple of Vyasa. What
was that offence for which Brahma, the four-faced lord, cursed the
Vasu named Vidhima along with Alarhbusa? Who were they to
whom these two were born as children due to the terrible curse
of Brahma? How did they get redemption after having been cursed
by Brahma. It behoves you to recount this in detail to us who are
strongly desirous of hearing it.

$ri Suta narrated:

7-12. Formerly, the self-born, four-faced Lord Brahma was present
in his assembly. Savitri and Sarasvati graced the sides. Sage Sanatana,
intelligent Sanaka. Sanatkumara, the noble-souled Narada, Sanandana
and other eminent sages waited upon (him). He was being eulo-
gized by Indra, surrounded by a group of Devas. The Sun and the
other Planets were engaged in praising his fotus-like feet. He was
surrounded by Siddhas, Sadhyas, Maruts and Kinnaras as well as
groups of Kimpurusas and the eight Vasus. He was now and then
engaged in witnessing the charming dance and (hearing) the in-
strumental music of the celestial courtesans, the chief of whom

o

1. In glonfying the efficacy of Cakrairtha, the author uses the curse as a motif
and cleverly uses historical persons like Satinika, Sahasrinika, Rumanvin,
Yaugandhariyana,.giving their mythological background n heaven.
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was Urvasi. He held his court and was chitchatting in the assembly
thus in Satyaloka.

13-19a. The sound of lutes, flutes and Mrdanga drums spread
everywhere delighting the people. It was as deep and resonant as
thunder. A gentle breeze pleasing to the touch and cool on account
of the sprays from the clusters of the waves of Ganga, blew slowly.
All the celestial damsels danced by turns. When all the other
heavenly courtesans were tired on account of their continuous
dances, the celestial lady Alarhbusa' began her dance. She was
endowed with beauty and youth and she enchanted all the people
in the assembly. At that time, O Brahmanas, while she was danc-
ing in the assembly, gentle wind blew up her inner garments slightly.
When the garment was blown aside the root (upper part) of her
thigh became clearly visible. On seeing her in that plight, all those
who were seated in the assembly, Brahma and others, closed their
eyes due to bashfulness.

19b-24a. The Vasu named Vidhima? was afflicted With the
arrows of the god of Love. On seeing the inner garment blown
off in the assembly of Brahma, he continued to gaze at her with
eyes beaming with pleasure. He had his hair standing on end too.
Observing that the Vasu called Vidhiima had fallen in love with
Alambusa, the Four-faced Lord cursed him thus: “O Vidhiima,
since you have committed an indecent act like this, you will become
a human being in the mortal world. This celestial lady will be-
come your wife there.”

On being cursed by Brahma thus, Vidhima became dejected in
his mind. The Vasu bowed down to Brahma and tried to propitiate
him.

Vidhuma said:

24b-26a. O lord of Devas, kind to devotees, I do not deserve
this terrible curse. O storehouse of mercy, save me.

1. Alambusi, a heavenly nymph, was the daughter of Sage Kasyapa and Pradhi
(Mbh, Adi 65 49). She enticed the great Sage Dadhica (Mbh, Sulva 51.7-8). She
is credited to have married King Trnabindu and had three sons from him (BhP
1X.2.31-33).

2. The story of Vidhiima's attraction to Alambusi and God Brahmid's curse to
them to go down to the mortal world and get wedded. reminds one of the curse of
Brahma to King Mahibhisa and Gangi who were consequently born as Santanu and
Gangi affd became parents of Bhisma (Mbh, Adi 96.4-9 and 97.17)
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On being propitiated thus, the immutable Lord of Sarasvati
became overwhélmed with sympathy. He said to Vidhiima consol-
ing him.

Brahma said:

26b-31. The curse has already been given to you. I do not utter
any lie. So I shall assign a limit to the curse upon you now. You
will assume human form along with this Alarhbusa. You will be
born as a great king. After ruling the earth for a long time, you
will beget a matchless son of her and crown him when he becomes
competent to defend the kingdom. In order to quell this curse, you
will perform the rite of holy bath in the great Cakratirtha which
is near Phullagrama village on the shore of the Southern Sea. You
will bathe there in the company of your wife. At that time you
will cast off the human form like a serpent that casts off the rotten
slough. You will then return to your own world along with your
wife. A curse like this will never perish without holy bath in
Cakratirtha.

32-36. On hearing these words of Brahma Vidhuma was not
much pleased. He took leave of the Four-faced Lord and imme-
diately entered his home. There he began to think thus, ‘I am
going to be born as a man. Who shall be my father on the earth?
Who shall be my mother?’ After pondering over this in various
ways, Vidhiima decided thus. ‘There is a king in the city of Kau§armbi'
well-known as Satinika.? He 1s a great warrior and highly fortu-
nate. His wife is a very chaste lady named Visnumati. She is his
beloved like Sri is that of Visnu. I shall have him as my father
and her as my mother. As a result of my own Karma, I shall be
born in the terrestrial world thus.’

37-43. He called his three attendants Malyavan, Puspadanta and
Balotkata and told them about this, “O my attendants, welfare
unto you; listen. On account of the dreadful curse of Brahma, I
shall be born as the son of Satinika and Vispumati.”

On hearing these words the attendants who were as though his

1. Mod Kosam, a village on the left bank of Yamuni, about 30 miles west of
Allahabad

2. Son of Janamejaya (Pariksit’s son) and Vapustamd (called Visnumati here)
Mbvh, Ad: 96 88
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vital airs wandering outside, became sad. Their faces were filled
with tears. They spoke these words to Vidhiima:

The attendants said:

All the three of us will not be able to bear the separation from
you. Hence you shall take human birth along with us. The saintly
king Satianika has a minister named Yugandhara; the commander-
in-chief named Vipratika who always goes ahead in the battle
front and a close friend, a Brahmana named Vallabha, who is a
very great man. We shall be born as the sons of these three surely.
When you are born as the son of the saintly king Satinika we shall
serve you in various ways.

Even as they told him thus Vidhiima spoke to them these words:

Vidhuma said:

44-47. 1 know the type of excellent affection that you) all have
for me. Still I shall tell you these words for the sake of your
welfare. The despicable birth as a human being is brought about
by the dreadful curse of Brahma caused by my own evil action.
I alone shall take it up. You are not called upon to experience the
bitter taste of the curse. Hence do not feel inclined towards the
despicable human birth now. So, be patient enough to endure
separation from me till the end of the period of the curse.

48-51. As he spoke thus, all of them, the chief among whom
was Malyavan, bowed down their heads and spoke thus repeatedly
requesting him:

“Hitherto you have been protecting us. Now do not take any
great risk. You are abandoning us, your devotees, without any
sins. We consider even the despicable human birth more honourable
than the dreadful separation from you. Hence, O lord, save us
now.”

He permitted them to follow him when the attendants requested
him so ardently. He desired to go to Kausambi accompanied by
those three.

52-57. In the meantime, Satdnika, the king, ruled the earth. He
was a scion of the family of the Moon-god born in the line of
Arjuna. He was the son of Janamejaya. He was intelligent, just
and c¢lequent. He was interested in protecting the subjects. He was

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



36 Skanda Purana

fully equipped with an army consisting of four divisions. Valour
was his asset. He was in the prime of his youth. That great king
dwelt in the city of Kausambi. Yugandhara who was conversant
with the secret of Mantras was his Minister. His commander-in-
chief was Vipratika who was always ahead of others in battle-
front. For amusement and diversion, he had a Brahmana-friend
named Vallabha. The name of his wife was Visnumati who was
as dear to him as Srf to Vispu. That king was richly endowed with
all good qualities. Satdnika of great intellect could not beget of
his wife a son equal to himself.

58-59. Coming to know that he would be issueless, he became
very distressed. He called Yugandhara, his Minister who was the
most excellent one among those who were conversant with Man-
tras, and discussed with him how he would be able to get a son.
Delighting with his words the king who was afflicted due to sonlessness,
Yugandhara spoke these words:

Yugandhara said:

60-62. There is a great sage named Sandilya. He is pure and
truthful in speech. He is impartial towards friends and foes and
self-restrained. He is devoted to penance and study of the Vedas.

Approach that sage alone, who is (brilliant) like blazing fire.
Request him for a son on a par with you, O king, with great
humility. That great sage of great compassion would certainly
give you a son.

63-66. On hearing these words of his, the king became glad.
His eyes beamed like full-blown lotuses. Accompanied by that
Minister, he went to the hermitage of the sage. The king bowed
down to the sage who was seated in the hermitage. On seeing that
the king had come to his hermitage, Sandilya of great splendour
received him with words of welcome after honouring him duly
with Padya, etc.

Sandilya said:

O Satanika, what for have you come to my hermitage? What
should be done for you? Do tell me. I shall do so.

As the sage said thus Yugandhara replied:
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67-70a. “O holy lord, this king has become dejected and weak
because of his sonlessness. He has sought refuge in you now for
getting a son. It behoves you to dispel his grief due to being
issueless.”

On hearing these words of his, Sandilya, the excellent sage,
promised the boon of a son to the king. After granting the boon
to the king that glorious sage respectfully came to Kau§arhbi. The
great sage became the priest for the performance of the Yajfia
Putrakamesti on behalf of the king desirous of a son.

70b-75. Then, with the favour of the sage, the king who per-
formed the Yajina and who was comparable to DaS$aratha, begot
a son Sahasranika who was like Rama. Thus Vidhima was born
to the excellent king Satanika.

In the meantime the excellent minister, the Commander-in-chief
and the Brahmana who was the king’'s pleasure companion also
got sons befitting their families.

The attendant named Malyavan became the son of Yugandhara.
He was Yaugandharayana by name. He was an expert in Mantra$astra.

Puspadanta became the son of Vipratika. He became well-known
as Rumanvan. He was the crusher of the army of enemies.

Balotkata was born as the son of Vallabha. He was well-known
as Vasantaka. He was an expert in the art of diversion and amuse-
ment.

76-82a. All of them with the prince as their leader grew up.
When they were five years old, Alarhbusa, the celestial courtesan,
was born as the girl Mrgavati, the daughter of King Krtavarman,
in the great city of Ayodhya. Thus all those with Vidhiima as the
chief were born on the earth.

In the meantime the notorious great Dai.ya named Ahidamstra
besieged the city of Devas. He was a vicious and powerful demon,
moving about along with his followers. He was very haughty on
account of his strength. He had an assistant named Sthiila§iras who
was also equally wicked. He besieged the city of Devas and harassed
them. When a great battle ensued between Suras and Raksasas,
Indra brought Satinika for help. The king duly installed his son
as crown-prince, got into a chariot, and started for the battle with
Daityas.

82b-87. The king with bow (in his hand) was respectfully taken
by Matali who approached him.

He made Devas mere onlookers and killed Daityas in the course
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of the battle. The leader of Daityas as well as the king were killed
in the battle in heaven. Then, at the instance of Indra, Matali
placed the great king who had died, in his chariot and went to
Kauséarhbi. Taking him to the earth, Matali mentioned (everything)
to his son. Sahasrianika became very miserable and he lamented
much. Together with the ministers, he performed the obsequial
rites. Immediately after the realization that her husband had been
killed, the queen too died. When the king along with his queen
left nothing behind except his renown, the son of Satdnika suc-
ceeded to the throne at the request of the ministers.

88-96a. When Yugandhara, Vipratika and Vallabha died, their
sons including Yaugandharayana began to be engaged in different
services to the son of Satinika.' Thus the powerful son of the king
protected the earth. .

After lapse of some time, he was invited by Mahendra in the
course of a great festival at Nandana park. There he listened to
the future events recounted by him:

“The celestial courtesan Alammbusa is reborn in Ayodhya as
Mrgavati, the daughter of King Krtavarman, on account of the
curse of Brahma. You are the Vasu named Vidhiima. Formerly in
the abode of Brahma, you gazed at that heavenly courtesan when
her inner garments had been blown by the breeze. You were overcome
by lust and so were cursed. Due to that curse you became a human
being. O king, O my friend, she alone will before long become
your wife. ‘O king, after installing your son in the kingdom, you
shall go to the highly meritorious Cakratirtha near Phullagrama,
on the shore of the southern sea, along with your wife Mrgavati.
There you shall take your holy bath and you will be liberated from
the curse’. So said Lord Brahma in Satyaloka.”

96b-103. On hearing these words of Indra. King Sahasranika
became very enthusiastic about the prospective marriage. He took
leave of Indra and proceeded towards Kausarhbi. On the way he

1. According to Kathdsaritsdgara and the plays of the great pre-Kilidisa dra-
matist Bhisa (viz. Pratijia-Yaugandhardvana and Svapna-Vasavadatia) these were
the companions and trusted ministers of Udayana, the son of Sahasrinika.

The author of this text got a jumbled version of the traditional history. Kathdsaritségara
differs. According to it, the serpent was Vasunemi, Viisuki's elder brother. Out of
gratitude he gave to Udaysna the famous lute Ghogavati dnd betels and taught him
the art of making unfading garlands and unfading mark on the forechead.
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was (called by) Tilottama. But since he was thinking about his
beloved of whom Indra had been talking, and since he was pon-
dering over the words of Indra without his mind being distracted
by any other topic, the king did not see her. On being slighted
and disrespected that lady of excellent eyebrows cursed him:

“O King Sahasranika, why did you ignore me though you were
called by me? You are meditating on Mrgévati and so neglect me.
Proud women haughty on account of their good fortune do not
brook disrespect. You will become separated for fourteen years
from that lady of whom you are thinking after disrespecting me.”

When Tilottama cursed thus, the king spoke to her: “If I am
going to get that daughter of Krtavarman, I shall very well endure
the misery due to separation from her for fourteen years.” After
saying thus the king returned to his city with his mind fully engrossed
in her.

104. Thereafter, in due course, the daughter of King Krtavarman,
who was as it were the entire property of lord of Love came to
him as his beloved wife.

105. On getting Mrgavati (who was like) the creeper twining
round the tree of graceful sports, a gentle ripple in the ocean of
amorous charm, the king who had the refulgence of god of Love,
became delighted.

106. Like Bhavani from the Moon-crested Lord, she conceived
from him (the king). She shone with the white pale colour (all
over the body) like a digit of the Moon washed by nectar.

107. When the symptoms of pregnancy appeared very clear, the
crowned queen of the king shone like the Eastern cardinal point
with the Moon in her womb.

108. As is usual with women during pr<gnancy, the queen had
a craving for many things. Whatever she desired the king lovingly
brought it immediately, even if it happened to be rare.

109. As the husband was ready to do whatever she desired,
once Mrgavati wished for taking a plunge into a tank of blood.

110. On coming to know of the desire of Mrgavati the king
immediately caused a tank to be built and it was filled with saffron
waters.

111-112. The queen eagerly took her bath in that red water.
Wet with red water, she resembled a Kimh§uka flower in full bloom
(Butea frondosa). As ill luck would have it, a hideous bird born
of Garuda’s family took away the beautiful queen thinking her to
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be a prey.

113. That bird which resembled a mountain, took her very far
up into the sky and left her in a cave in the Udaya mountain as
she became helplessly unconscious.

114. Gradually she regained consciousness. Her body that was
like a slender creeper trembled. She shed tears frequently from her
eyes resembling blue lotuses.

115. “Alas, my lord, I am unlucky! I am extremely dejected
due to the separation from you. What is the way out? Where
should I go? When will 1 see your face?”

116. After saying this she stood in front of lions and elephants
with the intention of courting death. She was avoided by all the
lions and the elephants. She did not meet death.

117-119. Indeed, in the times of adversity, men fail to meet
death. On hearing her piteous cries, the deer lifted up their faces,
halted and ceased to graze the grass. A certain son of a sage who
was an ocean of mercy brought that crying queen to his own
hermitage. He informed his preceptor Jamadagni about the queen.
Jamadagni, the righteous-souled sage, came near her and consoled
her.

Jamadagni said:

120-122. O gentle lady, consider me on a par with Krtavarma,
your father.

On being consoled thus mercifully by Jamadagni, she became
ready to stay there itself in the hermitage full of sages. Thereafter,
within a short time, she gave birth to a son full of heroic qualities,
like Parvati who gave birth to ViSakha (Lord Karttikeya).

123. The various services and rites to be performed by women
relatives in the lying-in chamber of Mrgavati were performed by
the wives of the sages like her own mother.

124. As that excellent son of the king was born on the Udaya
mountain, an ethereal voice named him Udayana.

125. The tonsure and other ceremonies were performed by the
eminent sage in his hermitage itself. He learned all the lores from
Jamadagni, the great sage.

126. The youthful prince once went for hunting. He saw a
certain serpent tightly bound by a hunter.
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127. Urged by compassion, he said thus: “O hunter, release this
serpent. What will you do with this? It does not behove you to
injure it.”

128-129. Thereupon, the hunter said to him: “O man, I get
money and food grains through this serpent both in the villages
and in the cities. This is my means of livelihood. I will not at all
let this go.” After saying thus, the base hunter shut it in a box.

130. On seeing the serpent under restraint, he gave the hunter
who wanted money, the bangle given to him by his mother and
got the serpent released.

131. Released by him, the serpent was turned into a man who
stood with palms joined in reverence. He entered into friendship
with him immediately and took him to the nether worlds.

132. Accompanied by the serpent named' Kinnara who was the
son of Dhrtarastra, he entered the nether worlds. There he was
duly honoured and lived there happily.

133. The prince got there a wife named Lalita. She was en-
dowed with all good qualities. She was the daughter of Dhrtarastra
and sister of Kinnara.

134. She bore a son of matchless refulgence to him. Immedi-
ately she said to Udayana:

Lalita said:

135-140. Formerly I was a VidyadharT named Sukarni. It was
on account of a curse that I was born as a serpent. The child I
have conceived brings about the end of the curse. Therefore accept
this son of matchless splendour and power. Also take this betel
leaf, the unfading garland and the Vina (lute) Ghosavati.

Saying “So be it”, the prince accepted everything. Even as all
the serpents stood watching, she went into the sky.

Taking with him the lute, the garland and the son, he took leave
of his father-in-law and others. He was desirous of meeting his
mother who was in misery. He therefore hurriedly went to his
hermitage. He apprgached his extremely distressed mother who
was being consoled by Jamadagni. After going near her, he made

1. According to Bhiisa and Kathdsaritsdgara, Yaugandhariyapa, Rumanvin and
Vasantake-were in the service of Udayana even after Sahasrinika’s death.
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her delighted by informing her of the event. Then Mrgavati be-
came delighted in her heart.

141-142. In the meantime that hunter went to a merchant at
Kausambi in order to sell the gem-set bangle marked with the
name and seal of Sahasranika.

On seeing the royal seal in the bangle, the excellent merchant
went to the king along with the hunter and told him everything.

143-145. On coming into possession of the gem-set bangle,
Sahasranika became afflicted due to the fiery poison of separation
from Mrgavati. Since the bangle had been in contact with her
hand, it was cool like nectarine spray. He placed the bangle on
his chest and lamented miserably. Then he said, “O hunter, how
is this bangle obtained by you?” On being told thus, he informed
him about the way in which he had obtained it.

146. On hearing the words of the hunter, King Sahasrianika
started along with his ministers. He was very eager and impatient
to see his wife.

147-152. He proceeded towards that self-same mountain where
the moon, the sun and other (luminaries) rise at once. After tra-
versing a part of the path, he halted and saw that the army got
its rest. Eagerly engaged in thinking about (the impending) union
with his wife, the king had no sleep. Vasantaka narrated to him
various wonderful anecdotes. He spent that night listening to those
stories. In due course, he proceeded to the direction protected by
Indra (i.e. the eastern direction). He went to the hermitage of
Jamadagni where lion and elephant did not bear any enmity to
each other. On seeing the sage engaged in penance, he bowed
down his head before him. The sage received the king with due
words of benediction. The sage duly honoured him with Padya,
Arghya and Acamaniyaka. He spoke to the king the following
virtuous words:

153-155. “O king, this youth is your son born of Mrgavati. He
is a storehouse of fame. He has great refulgence. He is like another
Rémacandra. He is a youth with leonine body. He will conquer
all the cardinal points. O illustrious one, this is your grandson,
the son of Udayana. This is your wife Lﬁ'g‘vaﬁ always devoted
to chastity. Therefore, accept these three, O great king. Do not
delay.”

156. After saying thus, the sage handed them over. The king
accepted them. Accompanied by his beloved wife and the minis-
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ters, he started towards his city.

157-163. The excellent king entered the city of Kau$§ambi. Re-
membering the words of Indra, he already began to despise human
birth. He gave the earth to his intelligent son Udayana. As his son
Udayana had already become competent to protect the kingdom,
he entrusted him with the burden of the kingdom.

In order to get redemption from the curse, he wanted to take
his holy bath in the highly meritorious Cakratirtha on the shore
of the Southern Sea. By means of vehicles having the velocity of
wind, he hurried to the briny sea without wasting time, to take
the holy bath in the most excellent one of all the Tirthas.

He was accompanied by Mrgavati, his wife, Vasantaka, Rumanvan
and Yaugandharayana, the son of the minister.

After reaching Cakratirtha they all took the holy bath in accor-
dance with the injunctions. As soon as the king and others took
their holy bath in Cakratirtha their highly disreputable human
birth terminated instantaneously.

Getting rid of their sins, they regained their respective original
forms.

164-167. All of them had divine garments, divine garlands and
divine unguents. They were adorned well. They got into aerial
chariots of great value.

They honoured that Tirtha that had been the cause of the an-
nulment of their curses. Even as all the worlds watched them, they
proceeded towards the heavenly world.

Ever since then they continue to take their holy bath always
in the sacred Cakratirtha which has such power. All those men
who come here and take their holy bath even once, become heaven-
dwellers.

168. Thus, O Brahmanas, the great story of Vidhiima has been
recounted to you. He who reads this chapter or listens to it with
attention, shall quickly obtain whatever he desires.
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CHAPTER SIX

Battle Between the Goddess and Mabhisasura

The sages said:

1-4. O Sata, O disciple of Dvaipayana, O most excellent one
among those conversant with the Puranas, previously you told us
that the excellent Cakratiitha extends up to Devipattana. There-
fore we ask you something. Indeed where is that Devipattana'
itself up to which Cakratirtha extends. How did it get the name
Devipattana? Of what sort is the merit of those sinners who take
their holy bath at Ramasetumiila as well as Cakratirtha? O most
excellent one among those conversant with the Puranas, describe
this as well as other details.

Sri Suta said:

5. I shall describe everything. O leading sages, listen. This
narrative is destructive of all the sins of those who read and listen.

6-8.The Lord of Sita, the scion of the family of Raghu, built
the first (part) of the bridge by placing nine boulders in the sea.
That spot is called Devipura up to which Cakratirtha extends. How
it came to be known by the name Devipattana, O excellent sages,
I shall tell you. Listen with attention. Formerly all the sons of Diti
were slain by Devas in a battle between Devas and Asuras. So she
was deeply grief-stricken and bewildered. She spoke these words

to her daughter:

Dit said:

9-10. Dear daughter, go to an excellent penance grove in order
to perform penance, so that you can bear sons. O lady of excellent
buttocks, observe all restraints and vows. Curb your sense-organs.
Desire to get such a son as Indra and others among the Suras will
not survive (his attack).

11-12. On being told by her mother thus, she bowed down to
her. Adopting the form of a buffalo she went to the forest and

1. As explained below in vv 6-8, the place is near the spot where Rima laid
the fisst nine boulders for the Setu. It is also called Navapisinam now for this reason.
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performed a penance in the midst of five fires. She performed a
very severe penance and on account of that, all the worlds trembled.
While she was performing the penances, the three worlds became
badly frightened.

13. Multitudes of Suras including Indra were embarrassed, O
excellent Brahmanas. Sage Supar§va became agitated (mentally)
on account of her penance. He said to her:

Suparsva said:

14-16. O lady with excellent buttocks, I am pleased. You will
have a son with the face of a buffalo and the bodily form of a
man. This son of yours named Mahisa will be extremely vigorous
and mighty. He will harass heaven and Devendra along with his
army.

After saying this and persuading her, Supar§va made her desist
from the penance. Then he went back to his own warld.

17-19. As had been predicted by the Brahmana, the son Mahisa
was born to her.' Like the ocean during Parvan days, he grew up
with a great vigour and prowess. Thereafter Vidyunmali, the leader
of Asuras and the son of Vipracitti, and all those great Asuras who
were on the earth, O Brahmanas, heard about the boons granted
to Mahisa. They joyously approached him, O excellent sages, and
spoke thus to Mahisasura:

20-22. “O highly intelligent one, formerly we were ruling heaven.
By resorting to Visnu, our kingdom was forcibly seized by Devas.
O Mahisasura, regain our lost kingdom with your power. Exhibit
all your vigour and prowess now. You have unparalleled strength
and vigour. You are (justifiably) proud of the boons granted by
the Brahmana. Slay Indra along with the hosts of Devas in the
battle.”

23. On being told thus by the Danavas, Mahisa of very great
valour, wished to fight with the immortal beings. He went to
Amaravati.

24. Then the battle between Devas and Asuras lasted for a
hundred years. O leading Brahmanas, it was very tumultuous and
it caused horripilation.

1. The birth of Mahisa is attributed to Sage Supirfva here, but to God Agni in
Devi Bhagavata.
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25. The army of Devas fled due to fear, O Brahmanas. Keeping
Indra ahead of them, Devas went to god Brahma.

26. Taking all those Devas with him, Brahma went to the place
where Nirayana and Siva, the protectors of the universe, were
present.

27. After going there, bowing to them and eulogizing them by
means of various kinds of prayers, Brahma reported to them the
misdeeds of Mahisasura.

28-31. He intimated the trouble inflicted on Suras by Asuras,
to the Lords Sambhu and Krsna (i.e. Visnu). (Then he said,) “He
has dismissed Indra, Agni, Yama, the Sun-god, the Moon-god,
Kubera, Varuna and others and has occupied their posts himself.
He has usurped the powers of the other Devas too. The dismissed
group of Devas has left the heavenly world on being harassed by
Mahisasura. They are now wandering over the earth like human
beings. It is to intimate this to you two, my Lords, that I have
come here along with the same groups of Devas. Do protect them
who have come down here.”

32. On hearing the words of Brahma, Rame$vara (Visnu) and
Mahe$vara became furious. Their faces became dreadful and very
difficult to gaze at.

33-35. Then, O Brahmanas, from the highly enraged blazing
faces of Visnu, Sambhu and Brahmi, a great refulgence issued
forth. From the bodies of Indra and other Devas too a dreadful
splendour came forth. All these units of splendour joined together
and formed a single mass. This mass of splendour resembled a
blazing mountain. It was seen by the groups of the Devas as
spreading its flames and enveloping every direction.

36. This mass of fiery refulgence took the shape of a woman.
The refulgence of Siva became her face; that of Visnu her arms,
O Brahmanas.

37. The splendour of Brahma became the feet; the splendour
of Indra became the waistline. The tresses were formed with the
refulgence of Yama and the breasts with the brilliance of the
Moon.

38. The shanks and the thighs were evolved out of the reful-
gence of Varuna, O Brahmanas. The refulgence of the Earth became
the hips and the loins, and that of the Sun became the toes of the
feet.

39. The fingers of the hands were shaped with the splendour
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of Vasus; O Brahmanas, the nose was made out of the refulgence
of Kubera.

40. The rows of teeth were shaped from the refulgence of the
nine Prajapatis. The pair of eyes was formed out of the brilliance
of the Fire-god.

41-43. The two Sandhyas (dawn and dusk) became her eye-
brows. The refulgence of the Wind-god became her ears. The
other limbs of the lady were evolved from the dreadful refulgence
of the other Devas. Thus Durga of excessively brilliant form took
birth. She appeared invincible to all——both Suras and the Asuras.
Thus she was born of the amalgamation of the refulgences of the
army of all the Devas. Seeing her, all those Devas who had been
harassed by Mahisa became delighted.

44. Then, O excellent Brahmanas, Devas headed by Rudra extracted
spears and other weapons of their own and handed them over to
her.

45-49. They gave her ornaments, garments, garlands and sandalpaste.
Adomed and equipped with the ornaments, garments, flowers, weapons,
garlands, sandalpaste, etc. that goddess, the dreadful goddess of
frightening voice, laughed boistrously. She roared out loudly as
if to shake heaven and earth. She was attended upon by gods. Due
to terrific roar of the goddess the entire universe got agitated.

As the Devi rode on her vehicle, the lion, the immorta? ones,
sages, Siddhas, Gandharvas and others began to eulogize with
shouts of “Be victorious”.

Due to the extremely terrible shouts of the Devi the three worlds
became agitated. On seeing it, Daityas, the enemies of the Devas,
rose up with arms raised.

50. Mahisa was excessively infuriated. He lifted up his great
weapons and surrounded by Asuras proceeded in the direction of
that sound.

51-53. He saw the Devi pervading the three worlds by means
of her refulgence. She had innumerable hands equipped with weapons.
She shook the entire earth with her shouts. She made great ser-
pents including Sesa excited thereby. On seeing the Devi, Asuras
stood ready with their weapons lifted up.

Then a fight between the Asuras and the Devi ensued with
missiles, weapons, arrows, discuses, iton clubs and big threshing
rods. .

54. Then the excessively powerful Mahisa, the suppressor of
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enemies, fought with the goddess along with (his) innumerable
elephants, horses (i.e. horsemen), chariots and foot-soldiers.

*55. The important group-commanders of the Asuras were thou-
sands, hundred thousands and crores; and there is no limit to the
army of each of them.

56-58. All of them simultaneously encircled her using all weap-
ons hitting her violently. The terrible goddess sportingly cut off
the volley of missiles discharged by the Daityas by means of the
arrows discharged from her bow. She showered the bodies of the
Daityas with numerous arrows. Gaining more strength, due to the
support of the Devi, the Devas became fearless. They fought with
the leading commanders of the Daityas by means of weapons,
missiles, etc.

59. The Devas became proud on account of their strength. They
were rendered stronger by the Sakti of Devi. With their weapons
they annihilated all the Asuras without leaving any trace.

60-63. When his army perished, Mahisasura became furious. He
seized his bow and drew it violently producing a loud report. He
fitted arrows, O Brahmanas, and discharged them at the armies of
Devas. He discharged ten thousand arrows on Indra, five thousand
on Yama, eight thousand on Varuna, six thousand on Kubera and
ten thousand arrows on each of the Sun, the Moon, the Fire-god,
the Wind-god, Vasus, Advins and other Devas.

Mabhisa, the lord of Danavas, the most excellent one among
powerful persons, discharged the arrows thus.

64. Then on being crushed by Mahisasura, Devas fled. They
sought refuge in the Devi crying out, “Save us, save us”.

65-66. Thereupon, the Devi commanded her own Ganas, viz.
Bhiitas (Evil Spirits), Vetalas (Vampires) and others: “You anni-
hilate the Asura armies quickly. I shall fight with Mahisa in the
battle. He is very haughty on account of his strength.” Then the
entire Asura host was killed by the Ganas of Devi quickly.

67. When the army was destroyed by the Ganas ordered by
Devi, Mahisa wanted to fight with the Ganas. He stood ready to
meet them.

68-70. In the meantime Mahanada, Sucaksus, Mahdhanu,
Mahécanda, Mahabhaksa, Mahodara, Mahotkata, Paiicasya, Pidaciida,
Bahunetra, Prabdhuka, Ekdaksa, Ekapada, Bahupada and Apadaka
and many other ministers of Mahisasura became desirous of fight-
ing with Devl in the battle. They stood in front of Devi.
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71-73. Then Devi rode on her vehicle, the lion, of the velocity
of the mind. She seized her dreadful bow of loud report like that
of the cloud at the time of the world destruction. She made a
twanging sound and discharged many arrows of adamantine strength
and of the velocity of the wind. Daitya Mahahanu equipped with
a million elephants, ten million horses, ten million chariots and
a thousand million foot-soldiers was killed by Devi in the battle.

74. In his army, O excellent Brahmanas, thousands, hundred
thousands and crores of the commanders of the principal units
were killed by Devi with her arrows.

75. Mahisa had very powerful Asura leaders numbering thou-
sands, hundred thousands and crores. Each of these leaders too had
an army of four divisions.

76-77. Just as, O Brahmanas, Mahahanu had a great army, so
others too had a vast army. The entire army was killed by Devi
by means of arrows with golden feathers fixed to their tails. That
was something of a miracle, O eminent Brahmanas, that chis was
done within a (short) period of a Yama (3 hours) only.

CHAPTER SEVEN
Mahisasura Killed

$ri Suta said:

1. On seeing that his army had been destroyed by Devi, Mahisa,
the lord of Danavas, spoke with great anger to Candakopa:

Mahisa said:

2-6.0 Candakopa of great vigour, fight with this vicious woman.

After saying “So be it”, the valorous Candakopa showered a
volley of arrows on Devi at the front of the battle. Ambika sportingly
split quickly the arrows of Candakopa; killed the charioteer and
the horses of the Daitya. Then she cut down his flagstaff and bow.
Then she crushed the chariot and hit the demon in his chest.

(Finding) the horses and the charioteer killed, the bow broken
and the chariot shattered, Candakopa rushed at Devi wielding a
sword and a shield. With his sword, the great Asura struck the
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lion, the vehicle of Devi.

7. He hit the left arm of Devi with his sword but it was broken
into a thousand pieces on (the impact of) her hand.

8. Then Ambika hit Candakopa in his chest with a great spear.
He fell down dead.

9. When Candakopa of great vigour and excessive strength
was killed, Citrabhanu mounted an elephant and rushed at Devi.

10. The demon hurled a divine Sakti tinkling with big bells.
Without being agitated, Devi warded off that Sakti with her Huritkara
(‘hum’ sound).

11. Then the Goddess tore Citrabhanu with her spear. When he
died in the battle, Karala rushed in.

12. Hitting him with her fist, Devi made him fall down. Then
with her iron club Devi deprived the haughty fellow of his life.

13. Goddess Durga despatched to the world of Yama Baskala
with her sharp spear and Antika with her discus, O excellent Brahmanas.

14. Similarly she pierced with her spear the other huge-bodied
ministers of Mahisa and sent them to the abode of Yama.

15-19. When his army was thus slain by Durga, Mahisasura
assumed the form of a buffalo and devoured the Ganas of Devr.
He killed a few with his snout and others by kicking with the
hoofs. The infuriated demon toppled down others with the impact
of his exhalation. After killing Devi’s army of goblins, Mahisasura
(rushed) to kill her lion. He became infuriated and roared. Then
the lion of great strength became furious. With his paws he dug
the ground and broke the mountains. As Mahisasura came near,
he tore him up with his claws. The wrathful Candika intended to
kill him then.

20-24. In her excessive anger, Candika bound Mahisa by means
of ropes and nooses. The demon got himself released from the
nooses and abandoned the guise of buffalo. The Daitya then adopted
the form of a lion. By the time Devi was ready to cut off his head,
the Daitya of great strength became a man with a sword in his
hand. With multitudes of arrows of sharp points capable of tearing
vulnerable spots, Devi struck that man with the sword in his hand.
Then that man became an elephant with a trunk and two tusks.
With its trunk it pulled the lion, the vehicle of Devi. Thereupon,
the lion split its trunk by means of its claws.

25-27. Again he became a great Asura in the guise of a buffalo.
Then the infuriated Bhadrakali began to drink the great liquor.
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On account of the drink she became inebriated. Her eyes became
red and she (contemptuously) laughed. With his horns Mahisasura
proudly hurled boulders of rocks on Candikd. With her arrows she
cut them off. Then Devi, the mother of the universe, spoke to
Mabhisasura:

Devi said:

28-29. O stupid fellow, you can well be proud for a short while
as long as I drink this liquor. After 1 finish drinking this liquor,
I shall send you to Yama’s abode.

After you have been killed, you who have been unassailable (so
far), and have been a thorn to Devas, let Siddhas, Sadhyas and
groups of Maruts resort to their respective posts.

30-34. After saying this, Devi dealt Mahisasura a blow with her
fist. On being struck by Devi, Mahisa became frightened and agitated.
He immediately fled to the shore of the Southern Sea. Riding on
her vehicle, the lion, Devi chased him. Thereupon, pursued by
Devi, Mahisa, the lord of Danavas, entered the waters of
Dharmapuskarini, ten Yojanas in width.! Agitated by the blow of
Durga, he remained hidden therein. Then Durga came to the banks
of Dharmapuskarinl. But Candikd did not see Mahisasura there.
Then an unembodied voice spoke to Goddess Durga:

35-36. “O Bhadrakali, O great Goddess, Mahisa, the Danava
who has been hit by you with the fist, has become extremely
frightened. O gentle lady, he lies concealed in the waters of
Dharmapuskarni. Slay him. Deprive him of his life by some means.”

37. On being told thus by the incorporeal voice, Candikd who
was ready to slay the demon, told the lion, her vehicle:

38. “O king of beasts of leonine valour and excessive strength,
let the water of Dharmapuskarini be drunk up completely by you.”

39. On being told thus by Devi, O Brahmanas, the lion drank
the entire quantity of water in Dharmapuskarini so that there was
only dust (silt) left behind.

40-42. Thereupon the dejected Mahisa came out of the water

1. In order to increase their importance, the Sthala-Purinas claim that many
important purinic events took place at their Ksetra. SkP has now brought the final
phase of the fight between Mahisiisura and Durgi at Dharmapuskarini. [t is not ten
Yojanas i-width as stated here.
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reservoir. As the Asura approached her, the infuriated Devt placed
her foot on the head of the Asura and hit his neck with her spear.
Then Devi seized (her) sword and cut off his huge head.

Thus, O Brahmanas, the demon Mahisa was slain by Durga
along with his servants, army and vehicles. He fell down on the
ground and died.’

43. Thereupon, Devas, Siddhas, Gandharvas, and the great sages
eulogized Devi with prayers. They were satisfied and delighted.

44-46. Permitted by Devi, Devas went to different places in
the manner they had come. Then Devi founded an excellent city
named after her.? The mother of the universe built the city on the
northern shore of the Southern Sea. Thereafter, at the bidding of
Devi, Devas headed by Sakra filled Dharmapuskarini with nectar.
Therefore, that excellent Tirtha got the name Amrta Tirtha.

47-48. Then Devi who was joyous, granted this boon to her
city: “Let this city be conducive to the welfare of all animals and
be free from sickness.” To the Tirtha, she granted the boon: “The
men who take their holy bath here shall attain Siddhi in accor-
dance with their desires.”

After saying thus she went to heaven.

Sri Suta said:

49. The excellent city which Devi built and named after her,
is called Devipattana. It is the most excellent among all cities.

50-56. At a very auspicious hour, Rama started from Devipattana,
O Brahmanas. At the outset, he bowed down to Vighne$vara (Gane$a)
and the Lord of waters (i.e. Varuna). Permitted by Mahadeva,
Ramacandra, the highly virtuous one, joyously laid down with his
own hand the (first) nine boulders.? He inaugurated the construc-
tion of the Setu, O Brahmanas. Till it was completed upto Lanka,
he watched its progress alertly. While watching the progress of
the work, Rama occupied a splendid throne made by Nala. Through

1. In Mbh, Vana 231.26, Salya 46.74, Skanda is credited to have killed Mahisasura.

2. This explains why the place came to be called Devipattana, a reply to the query
of the sages in Supra 6.1-4.

3. The nine boulders represent the nine Planets. The place is known as ‘Navapisinam’
now, and also called Setumiila (the roat, i.c. the beginning of Setu). But as explained
in vv 58-62, the place where Rima lay on the bed of Darbha-grass to propitiate the
Sea-god is to the west of Setumiila and Devipagtaga to the east of Setumila. Hence
both the places are known as Setumiila.
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the monkeys including Nala, he caused the bridge to be built.

The monkeys brought mountains, trees with branches, rocks,
grasses and collections of logs of wood from the forest. Nala
gathered them together and built the Setu on the great sea in five
days. The Setu extended as far as Lanka.

The Setu with a width of ten Yojanas and length of a hundred
Yojanas was built on the sea by Nala. It is highly meritorious and
destructive of sins.

57. In Setumiila (the root or beginning of the Setu) which is
near Devipura and which is of the form of nine big boulders, one
should take holy bath for the purification of his sins.

58-62. Then he should take bath in Cakratirtha and worship
Hari, the overlord of the Setu. Since the bridge construction started
at Devipattana, O great Brahmanas, that is considered to be the
real Setumila.

The western extremity of the Setu is well known as Darbhasayya.
Devipuri is the eastern extremity. Both of them are Setumiilas.
Both of them have the reputation of being meritorious, sacred and
destructive of sins. The pilgrims can go to Setumila by any route
whatsoever. The respective pathways shall be the bestower of
liberation. They should take the holy bath at the outset in Setumiila
and Cakratirtha. After performing the requisite rite of Samkalpa
they should go to Setubandhana.

63. O Brahmanas, the holy bath in Devipura, Darbhasayya and
the auspicious Cakratirtha is meritorious and destructive of sins.

64. In both the places, O Brahmanas, if Cakratirtha is remem-
bered, all the sins committed in the course of a hundred thousand
births are destroyed.

65. Birth shall become extinct. Salvation shall be within reach.
There has never been a Tirtha like Cakratirtha nor shall there be
one like it.

66. There are Ganga and other many Tirthas in the terrestrial
world, O excellent Brahmanas. But verily, they are not equal to
even a sixteenth part of Cakratirtha.

67-68. At the outset, the pilgrim should take his holy bath in
the sea at the middle of the nine rocks. Then in Ksetrapinda' as
well as Cakratirtha. He should serve Hari, the lord of Setu, for

1. Kgetrapindam instead of Ksetrapinde is better, as there is no place called
Ksetrapinda but that the Pinda is to be given at Cakratirtha. So the line would mean
“Thea Ksotra Pinda be offered at Cakratirtha”.
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the purification of his sins. Those who go by that route should
perform the rite at DarbhasSayya also.

69. If 2a man bows down to the throne made by Nala and occupied
by Ramacandra, he need not be afraid of Naraka at all.

70-73. At the outset, the pilgrim should bow down to the Setu
mentally meditating on Rama: “Obeisance to that Setu, the dust
whereof has been sanctified by Rama by placing his feet there,
the Setu that is the cause of the severance of the head of Ravana,
that is the very flag of Ramcandra, that is the sole cause of the
pathway to salvation; obeisance to that Setu which is like the Sun-
god unto the lotus-like mind of Sita.”

With this Mantra, O Brahmanas, the pilgrim should prostrate
flat on the ground. Thereafter, he should go to Vetalavaradatirtha
which has great power. By taking the holy bath there, one attains
great Siddhi.

74. O great Brahmanas, if a man reads this chapter or listens
to it with great devotion, it will not be difficult for him to attain
heaven, etc. Even salvation will be within his reach.

CHAPTER EIGHT

Sudar§ana Becomes a Vampire'

The sages said:

1-2.0 venerable Siita, O omniscient one, O great favourite of
Krsna Dvaipayana, we are not satiated by listening to the stories
showering nectar in our ears. We cagerly imbibe the nectar-like
words of yours—the stories that issue forth from your mouth.
Hence narrate the splendid stories again and again to us who wish
to hear.

3-4.Previously you mentioned that there was an exceedingly
meritorious Tirtha named Vetalavarada to the south of Cakratirtha.
How did this Tirtha get that name Vetilavarada? It behoves you
to recount to us the power of this Tirtha.

1. This Sudarfana story is special to SkP. Neither this Gandharva youth nor Sage
Gélava who cursed him is traced in PI and PE.
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Sri Suta said:

5. O great sages, you have aptly enquired about the great
secret. Listen attentively. I shall recount the wonderful story.

6-7.0n hearing this auspicious story, even stupid ones are delighted.
This story of great merit was recounted by Sarmbhu to Parvati, O
Brahmanas, formerly on the Kailasa mountain during the period
of sporting. I shall narrate that exceedingly wonderful story to
you.

8. Formerly a great sage named Galava who was very pure
and exceedingly truthful in speech, meditated on the Supreme
Brahman and performed penance in his hermitage.

9-14a. His illustrious daughter named Kantimati who was en-
dowed with beauty and a youthful personality moved about near her
father serving him. She used to bring flowers for the worship and
sacred rites of the sage. She regularly swept the altar. She fetched
sacrificial twigs. Thus the maiden served her father very well.

Once while she was engaged in collecting flowers for worship,
Kantimati went very far into the interior of that forest. She put
the beautiful flowers in a basket and returned to the hermitage,
because she was eager to serve her father. As the girl was return-
ing thus, two Vidyadhara youths named Sudar§ana and Sukarna
who were seated in an aerial chariot, happened to see her.

14b-22a. On seeing that daughter of Galava, who was endowed
with beauty and youth and who appeared to be Rati, the graceful
wife of Kama, embodied, the elder one of the Vidyadhara youths,
named Sudar§ana became infatuated with love. His eyes sparkled
like lotuses in full bloom and he desired her. He looked repeatedly
at her face as beautiful as full moon. Seeking sexual dalliance with
her, he alighted from the excellent aerial chariot. Approaching the
daughter of the sage, Sudar§ana spoke thus:

Sudarsana said:

Who are you, O gentle lady? Whose daughter are you? You are
endowed with beauty and youth. Your matchless beauty delights
my mind. On seeing you resembling Rati, I am afflicted with love.
I am son of the Vidyadhara king named Sukantha. I am endowed
with handsome features and I am Sudar§ana by name. Accept me,
O gentle lady. Save me by means of your merciful glances. If you
accept me as your husband, you will obtain all pleasures.

On hearing these words of that Vidyadhara prince, Kintimati
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spoke these righteous words:

22b-28a. “O blessed Sudar$ana, O Vidyadhara prince, know me
as the daughter of the noble-souled Galava. I am a virgin not yet
married. I am engaged in serving my father.

I have come to collect flowers for worship by my father. 1 have
already taken a Yama (3 Hrs.) in gathering flowers. On account
of this delay that sage, a great ascetic, who is eager to worship
deities, will surely get angry. I have already gathered the flowers.
I shall therefore hurry up. Indeed girls are under the command of
their fathers. They can never be free. If you desire me, request
my father.”

After saying this to the Vidyadhara prince, Kantimati who was
afraid of her father hurried to the hermitage.

28b-31. On seeing her going away, the Vidyadhara prince who
was afflicted with passionate love, ran after her and caught hold
of her tresses. On seeing him coming to her and catching hold of
her tresses, that daughter of the sage cried aloud like a Kurari bird
(osprey): “O lord, O my father, save me from this Vidyadhara
prince. The wicked one, the Vidyadhara prince, violently catches
bhold of me.” Thus she cried loudly not far from her hermitage.

32-34. On hearing that cry, the sage, the inhabitants of
Gandhamadana with the great sage Galava at their head, came to
that spot immediately to enquire what it was all about. After
coming there, all those eminent sages saw the daughter of the sage
caught hold of by the Vidyadhara prince and another Vidyadhara
prince standing nearby.

35. On seeing this, Galava, the great sage, the great Yogin,
became furious and cursed that vicious soul:

36-45a. “O mean Vidyadhara, since you have perpetrated such
a misdeed as this, be born in the human womb and reap the fruit
of your own action.

You will attain human birth full of extreme miseries. Ere long
after that, in that very same birth, you will attain the state of a
Vetila (Vampire) despicable even to the human beings. You will
always eat flesh and blood. Vetilas are mostly demoniacal. They
abduct women with great violence. Hence after becoming a human
being, you will become a Vetdla as well. Your younger brother
who abetted your crime shall also become a human being known
as Sukarna. As he did not directly commit any misdeed like this,
he shall attain the human birth alone and not the state of a vampire.
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When your younger brother will see the lord of Vidyadharas named
Vijiiaptikautuka, he shall become liberated from the curse.

You are the actual perpetrator of a great sin like this. You will
attain the human birth and in the very same birth you will attain
the form of a Vetadla. You will wander over the world for a long
time.”

After saying this and cursing the Vidyadhara princes, Gélava
took his daughter with him and went back to his hermitage along
with the other sages.

45b-50. When that great sage, the illustrious one, had gone, the
Vidyadhara princes named Sudar§ana and Sukarpna became ex-
tremely worried on account of the sage’s curse. They began to
ponder over this very much. Sudar§ana and Sukarna came to a
decision as to what they should do. They selected a Brahmana
named Govindasvamin, resident of a place on the banks of Yamuna,
to be their father. Then they abandoned their real form and were
born as his sons named Vijayadatta and ASokadatta. The elder one
named Sudar§ana was born as the son named Vijayadatta. Sukarna,
the younger one, became the son named AS$okadatta. Vijaya and
Asoka gradually attained the age of youth.

51. At that time, on account of absence of rain, there occurred
a drought lasting for twelve years on the auspicious banks of
Yamuna.

52-54. Observing his own city devastated by famine, the Brahmana
named Govindasvamin, master of all the Vedas, proceeded to-
wards the city of Kasi along with his sons and wife.

When he reached Prayaga and visited the meritorious Mahavata',
he saw a sage in front of him wearing a garland of skulls. The
Brahmana, named Govindasvamin, bowed down to that sage.

55. That sage spoke to him, offering his blessings to him along
with his sons and wife. He then spoke these words to Govindasvamin:

56. “Now, O excellent Brahmana, very soon you will be sepa-
rated from this elder son Vijayadatta”.

57-58. On hearing his words, the Brahmana called Govindas-
vimin, went away for his Sandhya prayers as the sun had set. After
concluding the daily rites, the Braihmana who was fatigued and
vexed on account of a long travel, stayed for that night in a vacant
temple along with his wife and sons.

1. This is probably the celebrated Aksaya Vata which is now in a subterranean
chamber ip the fort of Allahabad. That Banyan Tree is still worshipped by pilgrims.
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59. Asokadatta and the Brahmana lady who were utterly ex-
hausted, spread a cloth on the ground and went to sleep.

60-61. Vijaya was greatly exhausted on account of the long
journey. He was overwhelmed with fever with fits of cold. Al-
though he was closely embraced by his father Govindasvamin for
dispelling the suffering from cold, he could not get rid of the
affliction.

62. (Then the boy said:) “O father, an excessive chillness and
fever with cold fits afflicts me very much. Fetch some fire to
check completely this chillness. Do not delay.”

63. On hearing these words of his son, he went in search of fire.
Nowhere could he get the same. He returned to his son and said
thus:

64-69. “O son, I am not able to get fire, though I have searched
for it everywhere. It is midnight now. All the doors are closed.
The citizens are overcome by sleep. They will not give fire.” Thus
Vijayadatta who was afflicted with fever was told by his father.
Still in a piteous tone, he begged of his father to fetch him some
fire. (He said:) “I am afflicted with chillness as a result of the
shivering fever. The wind with icy sprays oppresses me with doubly
increased severity. A lie has been uttered by you, O father, that
fire could not be got. See, yonder, there, in front of us, a fire is
blazing. It has clusters of flames. It licks the sky with shooting
flames. O father, fetch that fire quickly for quelling the chillness.”

As the son spoke thus, the father replied thus:

70-74. “I do not utter any lie now, my son. I am speaking the
truth. The place that is seen from afar as having fire, know it to
be the cremation ground, my son. The fire that blazes forth at
present with its flames licking the sky, in front of us, know it to
be the fire of the funeral pyre that generates fear. This fire (of
the funeral pyre) is inauspicious. Its very touch defiles. It should
not be resorted to. If anyone resorts to the funeral pyre, his span
of life gets reduced. The inauspicious funeral fire unworthy of
being touched is not brought here by me, dear son, lest there
should be an adverse effect on your span of life.”

As the father said thus, that miserable wretch replied:

75. “It may be the fire in funeral pyre or it may be the sac-
rificial fire. In any case let it be fetched. If not, it is sure that

I will die.”
76. Under the influence, of filial affection, the Brahmana named
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Govindasvamt went immediately to the cremation ground in order
to fetch the funeral fire.

77. When Govindasvamin went away to bring the funeral fire,
Vijayadatta too quickly followed him.

78. Coming very near the warm fire, the funeral fire, where the
bones lay scattered, it appeared as though he was going to em-
brace it. Gradually he attained some relief.

79-80. He then asked his father: “What is this excessively brilliant
and circul