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SKANDA PURANA
Book II : VAISNAVAKHANDA

Section VII : VAISAKHAMASA-MAHATMYA*

CHAPTER ONE
The Greatness of the Holy Bath in Vaisakha

Obeisance to Sri Ganesa

After bowing down to Narayana, Nara the most excellent one
among men, Goddess Sarasvati and Vyasa, one should recite Jaya
(the Purana).!

Sura said:

1. Once again, the king (Ambarisa) asked Narada, the son of
Brahma Paramesthin, about the meritorious greatness of the month
of Vaisakha.

Ambarisa said:

2-6. The greatness of all the months has been truly heard by
me from you, O Brahmana, formerly. It was then said by you that
among these months Vai§akha was the most excellent one. Hence,
O Brahmana. I have great curiosity to hear the greatness of the
month of Vai§akha. How is it that this month is dear to Visnu?
What are those holy rites which Visnu likes to be performed in the
month that is a favourite of Madhava? Out of these too, what are
those holy rites most dear to Visnu and werthy of being per-
formed? What is to be given as charitable gift? What is its ben-
efit? With whom (what deity) in view are we to perform these

* Vaifdkha is another month which is favourite with Visnu. In PdP, Patila Khanda,
Ch. 84, as a background of this Mahidtmya, we are told that once Narada went to
Mathuri to see King Arnbarisa, a great devotee of Krsna (vv 8-10). Vaisakha-Mahatmva
is thus a dialogue between these two.

1. This benedictory verse shows that Yai§akhmasa-Mahatmya (VM) is an inde-
pendent work incorporated in SkP. We have a8 VM in PdP V (Pitila-Khanda), Chs.
84-98.
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2 Skanda Purana

rites? What are those materials of worship with which Madhava is
to be worshipped at the advent of the month of Vat§akha? O
Narada, describe this in detail to me who am full of devotion.

SriNarada replied:

7. Formerly, on being asked by me, Brahma described the
ancient (traditional) holy rites pertaining to the different months
as had been described previously to Sri by the Supreme Atman
(Visnu).

8.  Thereupon, some months were particularly mentioned (such
as) Karttika and Magha. Madhava (Visnu) made Vai§akha the
most excellent one among the months.

9-14. (The month of Vai§akha) is the bestower of the desired
things upon all the living beings, like a mother forever. It is the
destroyer of all sins by means of charitable gifts, holy rites and
ablutions. It is the essence of all virtues (religious acts), Yajnas
and holy rites. It is the essence of all austerities. It is worshipped
by Suras.

Like the Vedic lore among all lores,' like Pranava among all
Mantras, like the divine Kalpa (wish-yielding) tree among trees,
like the Kamadhenu (wish-yielding cow) among all cows, like
Sesa among all serpents, like Garuda among all birds, like Visnu
among all Devas, like Brahmana among all castes, like the vital
air among the dearest objects, like wife among intimate ones, like
Ganga among all rivers, like the sun among luminaries, like discus
among all the weapons, like gold among all metals, like Rudra
among all Vaispavas and like Kaustubha among all jewels, Vai§akha
is the most excellent one among all the months conducive to piety
and virtuousness.

15-17. There is nothing else like this in the world which is
conducive to the pleasure of Visnu.

The Lord accompanied by Laksmi is much delighted with a
person habitually engaged in the holy bath before sunrise in the
month of Vai§akha (when the Sun is) in Aries.?

Just as creatures are pleased with food, so also Visnu is un-
doubtedly pleased with the holy bath in the month of Vai§akha. On

1. VV 11-14 are an echo of BG X (Vibhiti-Yoga).
2. VV 15-26 describe the meritorious nature of early bath- (before sunrise) in
Vai§ikha. The deities of Tirthas go away from them after six ghayis from sunrise.
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[Lvii.1.18—ILvii.2.5 3

seeing people engaged in holy bath in the month of Vai§akha, he
becomes highly pleased.

18-22a. By that itself one is liberated from sins and is honoured
in the world of Visnu. By taking bath once in the morning when
the Sun is in Aries and performing the daily round of duties, the
devotee is liberated from great sins. He shall attain Sayujya (iden-
tity) with Visnu.

If a man takes a step for the purpose of ablution in the month of
Vaisakha, he undoubtedly attains the benefit of ten thousands of
horse-sacrifices.

Or a man of crooked mind may simply resolve (this) within his
mind. Even he will obtain the merit of a hundred sacrifices. There
is no doubt in it.

He who goes a distance of a Dhanus (=distance of three and a
half hands) in order to bathe when the Sun is in Aries, shall be
liberated from all bondages. He shall attain Sayujya with Visnu.

22b-26. O eminent king, all the Tirthas in the three worlds
within the Cosmic Egg are present even in very little of water in
streams etc. Sins entered in the records of Yama roar only as long
as a living being does not take bath in cold water in the month of
Vaisakha!

All the deities of the Tirthas etc., O king, are always present in
the external water (i.e., in rivers, lakes etc.,) in the month of
Vais§akha. At the behest of Visnu and with a desire for the welfare
of men they stay there for six ghatikas (24x6=144 Minutes) from
sunrise. If men do not take bath by that time, they curse them
terribly and go over to their respective abodes. Hence, O great
king one should take bath (as stated).

C'HAPTER TWO

The Benefit of Different Kinds of Charitable Gifts

Narada said:

1-5. There is no month equal to Vajsakha.' There is no Yuga
equal to Krta; there is no holy text equal to the Veda; there is no
Tirtha equal to Ganga.

1. Again an echo of BG X. The comparisons are made to confirm the supreme
position (meritorious nature) of Vaifakha.
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4 Skanda Purana

There is no charitable gift comparable to that of water; there is
no happiness on a par with that of a wife; there is no wealth
comparable to agriculture and there is no gain greater than life.

There is no austerity comparable to observance of fast; there is
no happiness greater than that of a charitable gift. There is no holy
rite equal to mercifulness; there is no refulgence on a par with the
eye.

There is no satisfaction similar to that of taking food; there is
no business activity comparable to agriculture. There is no friend
on a par with virtue; there is no reputation like that of truthfulness.

There is no acquisition on a par with good health; there is no
saviour greater than Kesava; there is no purifier equal to Vai§akha,
as the learned know.

6-10. Vaisakha is the greatest month. It is always a favourite of
Visnu. If anyone were to pass this month dearest to Visnu, without
observing holy rites, he is reborn in the wombs of sub-human
species like birds, animals. He is excluded from all pious activi-
ties.

If any human being spends the month of Vaisakha without
observing Vratas, his Istapirta (performing sacrifices, building
ghats, repairing lakes and wells etc.) is futile.

If there is any (self-imposed) restraint on having food one is
accustomed to have in Vai§akha, certainly, he will attain Sayujya
with Visnu. There is no doubt about it.

In this world there are different kinds of Vratas that can be
observed only by spending much wealth. They cause much strain
to the body and they yield (result in) rebirth. But merely by taking
holy bath in the month of Vaisakha, one is not reborn on the earth.

11. By offering water in the month of Vai§akha one attains
that merit which is obtained by making all types of charitable gifts
and visiting all Tirthas.

12. If one is incapable of offering water, one should induce
others to do it, if one is desirous of prosperity. It is more condu-
cive to welfare than all charitable gifts.

13. If all charitable gifts are placed in one pan and the gift of
water is placed in the other pan and weighed in a balance, the gift
of water excels.

14. One who donates Prapas (free-water sheds) for wayfarers,
uplifts a crore of the members of his family. He is honoured in the
world of Visnu.
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15. Offering water through Prapas gives excessive pleasure to
Devas, Pitrs and Sages, O excellent king. It is true. There is no
doubt at all.

16. If those who are tired due to long walk along the road are
delighted by means of Prapas, Devas including Brahma, Visnu and
Siva are propitiated by him.

17-19. Water should be given to those who wish for it. An
umbrella should be given to those who desire shade. In the month
of Vaisakha, O king, fans should be given to those who wish for
fans. At the advent of the month of Vai§akha, water, umbrella and
fan should be given to a Brahmana householder. The gift of these
articles is (considered) excellent. By not giving a waterpot, one is
reborn as a Cataka bird (who depends on rainfall for drinking
water).

20. If a person gives cool water to a noble-souled person
oppressed by thirst, O eminent king, by that act itself he shall get
the merit of ten thousand Rajasiiyas.

2]1. He who fans a Brahmana oppressed by heat and fatigue
shall become free from sins by that (act) itself. He shall become
the overlord of heaven-walkers (Devas etc).

22. By not giving fans to Brahmanas in the month of Vaisakha
one becomes afflicted with hundred types of rheumatic ailments
and goes to hell.

23. If a person fans with even a cloth an excellent Brahmana
tired by (a walk) along the road, he shall become liberated by that
itself and shall attain Sayujya with Visnu.

24. By giving a fan made of Palmyra leaf with a pure mind,
one gets rid of all sins and goes to the world of Brahma.

25. If a man does not give the meritorious fan that dispels
fatigue, he suffers torture in hell and is reborn on the earth as a
leper.

26. O lord of men, one shall ardently give an umbrella at least
once in the month of Vaisakha for suppressing the three types of
miseries, viz. those originating in the body, those from other crea-
tures and those from destiny.

27. One who does not give an umbrella in the course of the
month of Vai§akha of which Madhava is fond, is reborn on the
earth as a highly cruel ghost in a place devoid of any shade.

28. He who gives excellent sandals in the month of Vai§akha
is liked by Visnu, disregards the messengers of Yama and goes to
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6 Skanda Purana

the world of Visnu.

29. If a person gives footwear in the month of Vai§akha at the
advent of the vernal season, he has not to suffer the distresses of
this world nor will he go to the world of hells.

30. He who gives footwear to a Brahmana who requests for it,
is reborn as a king on the earth in the course of a crore births
undoubtedly.

31. Itis not possible even for Brahma to describe the merit of
that person who erects a pavilion on the way that dispels the
fatigue of helpless persons.

32. The limit of the benefit of that person has not been seen
(even) by Brahma, who feeds a Brahmana who has come (to his
house) as a guest.

33. O king, the gift of cooked food is conducive to immediate
satisfaction. Hence there is no other gift on a par with cooked food
in all the worlds.

34. Even Brahma is not competent to describe the merit of
that person who offers shelter to a Brahmana who is weary due to
long walk on the way.

35. If a person does not eat sufficiently, wives, children, abodes
etc., clothes, ornaments, embellishments etc. are unbearable to
him. To a person who feeds himself properly, all these are cer-
tainly tolerable.

36-37. Hence a gift equal to that of food has never been seen
before, nor will ever be seen in future.

He who has not made the gift (of food) in the month of Vai§akha
to a Brahmana who plods his weary way, shall be born on the earth
as a ghost eating his own flesh. Hence cooked food must be given
to Brahmanas in accordance with one’s affluence.

38. O king, the giver of cooked food makes (the recipient)
forget his own parents and others (but not the giver of food).
Hence all the people residing in the three worlds praise cooked
food.

39. Mothers and fathers are mere causes of birth. Learned
men in the world say that the giver of food is the (real) father.

40. All the Tirthas are present in one who gives cooked food.
All the deities are present in one who gives cooked food. O con-
queror of the realms of enemies, all virtues are present in the giver

of food.
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CHAPTER THREE
Charitable Gifts (Continued)

Narada said:’

1-6. If a person gives a cot to an excellent Brahmana where he
lies (can lie) down happily and comfortably enjoying the cool
breeze, that person attains freedom from all ailments in his body
that is a means to achieve Dharma.

By giving it he gets rid of all distress and becomes free from
sins. He attains the state of unbroken (bliss) which is very difficult
for even Yogins to aitain.

After giving very excellent cot that dispels weariness, to the
Brahmanas tired and distressed due to the heat (of the sun) in the
month of Vai§akha, O lord of men, one never languishes in the
world on account of births, deaths, old age etc.

If a Brahmana accepts a cot and lies down on it all through his
life, all the sins (of the donor) whether committed knowingly or
unknowingly perish, O great king, like camphor in contact with
fire. That man certainly attains absorption in Brahman if the Brahmana
lies on it.

7-10a. If a person gives food and clothing in the month of
Vaisakha (in) which Hari likes the holy bath, that person will be
endowed with all kinds of worldly pleasures in that very birth.
Along with his family he certainly remains unafflicted with ail-
ments etc. He obtains longevity, very sound health, fame and
fortitude. Till a hundred generations are over, no unrighteous per-
son is born in his family. He will die only after enjoying all
worldly pleasures. After getting rid of all sins, he attains salvation.

10b-13a. If a person gives to a prominent Brahmana well-versed
in the Vedas, a pillow without which no man can sleep happily
anywhere, he shall enjoy a kingdom on the earth after becoming
the supporter of all. Again and again he will enjoy all pleasures
and will be devoted to virtue. For seven births, O great king, he
will be all-conqueror. Thereafter, he becomes competent to go to

1. The last chapter discussed the meritorious nature of charitable gifts of food,
water, shelter and other amenities which relieve the oppressive heat of Vaisikha.
This chapter describes the importance of the gift of a cot. bedstead (vv 1-13a), mats,
blankets (vv 13b-18) and other things helping to minimise the heat-effects of Vai§akha.
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8 Skanda Purana

the world of Brahma accompanied by the members of his family
up to seven generations.

13b-15. If a person gives a grass-mat or any other kind of mat,
Visnu himself shall lie down there. Parame§vara will stay there.
Just as wool soaked in water is not broken or ruffled by the water,
so also that person living in the mundane world is not bound to the
worldly existence. The person who gives a mat is in every respect
happy while engaged in sitting or lying down on it (?).

16. If a person offers shelter (like a caravanserai) and gives a
mat and a blanket for the purpose of lying down, he shall become
liberated by that much alone. No doubt need be entertained in this
respect.

17. Misery is dispelled by means of sleep. Fatigue is dispelled
by means of sleep. The sleep of a person lying on a mat becomes
sound and happy surely.

18. O king, he who gives a blanket in the month of Vai$akha
at the advent of the spring season shall become free from prema-
ture or accidental death. He will live for a hundred (years).

19. He who gives clothes of fine texture to a good Brahmana
afflicted with heat, shall attain full span of life and the highest
goal hereafter.

20. By giving excellent camphor that dispels internal heat, to
a Brahmana, one attains salvation. His miseries are all over.

21. He who gives flowers and saffron to a Brahmana, shall
become an emperor, a ruler who will win over all the peoples.

22-24a. He shall enjoy all worldly pleasures with sons, grand-
sons etc. and shall attain salvation.

Sandalpaste dispels instantaneously heat and distress of skin
and bones. By giving it (sandalpaste) one shall be free from the
threefold distress and shall attain salvation.

He who gives the different kinds of unguents, viz. AuSira*,
Casaka (?7) and Kausa (?) rendered fragrant by the addition of
water, shall have the assistance of Devas, O great king, in (the
enjoyment of) worldly pleasures.

24b-25. His sins will be destroyed and miseries will disappear.
He shall attain the supreme bliss of salvation. If the devotee con-
versant with the religious duties in the month of Vai§akha gives
Goroca (yellow orpiment) and musk, he shall be rid of the three-

* Prepared from the roots of Andropogon muricatus.
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fold distress. He shall attain the greatest bliss of salvation.

26. He who gives betel leaves with camphor when the Sun is
in Aries, shall share the happiness of an emperor and then attain
the highest bliss of salvation.

27. A man who gives blue lotus and jasmine in the month of
Mesa becomes an emperor. Afterwards he attains salvation.

28. He who gives Ketaki or Mallika at the time of the advent
of vernal season shall attain salvation at the behest of the Slayer of
Madhu.

29. Listen to the fruit or reward enjoyed by that person, O
king, who does the good work of giving arecanuts, coconuts and
sweet scents to a Brahmana.

30. For seven births he shall be a Brahmana endowed with
wealth. He shall be a master of the Vedas. Afterwards, accompa-
nied by seven generations of his family, he shall go to the world of
Visnu.

31. O king, I am unable to recount the fruit enjoyed by that
person who erects a pavilion for rest and recreation and gives it to
a Brahmana.

32. He who makes a pavilion with good shade, with sand
scattered properly and endued with a Prapa (shed for free supply
of water) shall become ruler of the world.

33. He who makes parks along the highways, digs lakes and
wells, and erects pavilion, is a righteous-souled one. Of what use
are sons to him?

34-36. Santana (progeny) is proclaimed to be of seven types: a
well, a lake, a park, a pavilion, Prapa, performing holy rites and a
son. If at least one of these is not present, men do not go up (to
heaven).

Excellent men conversant with everything know that these seven
are to be known as Santana (progeny): listening to good holy
texts, pilgrimage to Tirthas, association with good people, gift of
water, gift of cooked food, planting the seedlings of Agvattha
(holy fig tree) and a son.

37. One without Santana cannot attain higher worlds, though
he may perform hundreds of holy rites. Hence one shall seek
Santana. He should go in for one among the Santanas.

38-40. None among animals, birds, deer and trees goes easily to
the higher world. How can we expect it from human beings!

If one gives excellent betel leaves along with arecanuts, cam-
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10 Skanda Purana

phor and agallochum, one is liberated from all bodily sins. There
is no doubt about it. The person who gives Tarmbiula (collection of
all the above) certainly obtains fame, courage and glory.”

41-46. If a sick man gives it, he shall be free from illness. A
healthy man who gives it shall attain salvation.

He who gives buttermilk that is destructive of heat and distress
in the month of Vaisakha, becomes learned and wealthy on the
earth.

There is no other gift on a par with that of buttermilk in summer
season. Hence buttermilk should be given to a Brahmana weary on
the way.

He who gives buttermilk mixed with the excellent juice of
Jambira (citron fruit) and fine salt which removes loss of appdtite,
shall attain salvation.

O king, I am not capable of recounting the fruit enjoyed by that
person who gives curds in the month of Vaisakha for quelling
heat.

He who gives excellent rice (in the month of Vaisakha) that is
a favourite of Visnu, shall obtain full span of life. He shall obtain
the fruit of all Yajnas.

He who gives ghee from cow’s milk which is a form of Tejas
(fire element), to a Brahmana, obtains the fruit of a horse-sacrifice
and rejoices in the world of Visnu.

47. (He who gives) a mixture of tender cucumber and jaggery
in the month of Vaisakha when the Sun is in Aries, shall be rid of
all sins and certainly live in Svetadvipa.

48. Infinite is the merit of that person who gives a Brahmana
a sugarcane stump in the evening or during the day, for the sake of
cessation (cooling) of heat and distress.

49. By giving Panaka (mixture of water and treacle) in the
evening in the month of Vaisakha for alleviating fatigue, one shall
be rid of all sins. He shall obtain Sayujya with Visnu.

50. One should give Panaka along with fruits in the evening in
the month of Mesa to a Brahmana. Thereby the Pitrs shall have a
drink of nectar undoubtedly.

51. If anyone gives Panaka mixed with fully ripe mango fruits
in the month of Vaiéakha, all his sins shall certainly perish.

52. If anyone gives a (big) pot full of Panaka juice on the
new-moon day in the month of Caitra, undoubtedly a hundred
Gayasraddhas have been performed by him.
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53. On the new-moon day in the month of Caitra, a man
should give on behalf of the manes, a potful of Panaka mixed with
musk, camphor, jasmine and the fragrant root of the plant Andropogon
muricatus. It is as good as offering ninety-six Sraddhas.

CHAPTER FOUR
The Holy Rites to be Observed in Vaisakha

Narada said:

1-6. One who observes vows during the month of Vai§akha
shall avoid the (following) eight acts': smearing the body with oil,
sleeping during day-time, taking food in a bell-metal vessel, sleep-
ing on a cot, taking bath in the house, eating forbidden food,
taking food twice a day and taking food at night.

He who observes the vows in the month of Vaisakha and takes
his meal on a lotus leaf, shall be rid of sins. He shall go to the
world of Visnu.

One shall wash the feet of Brahmanas who are tired at midday
in the month of Vaisakha. That shall be a holy rite, the most
excellent one among all holy rites.

If a Brahmana fatigued by travelling on foot comes to one’s
house at midday and if one makes that Brahmana occupy a beau-
tiful seat and washes his feet and sprinkles-that water over his
(own) head, he shall have all the fetters (of Samsara) broken
down. He is certainly on a par with that person who has taken his
holy bath in Ganga and all other Tirthas.

7. A person who does not take bath in the month of Vaisakha,
one who passes the month of Vai§akha without taking food on
Palasa leaf, shall be reborn first as a donkey and thereafter as a
mule.?

8. If a healthy man of a strong constitution, devoid of ail-

1. VV 1-6 enumerate the don’ts and dos in Vaifakha.
2. VV 7-11 describe the punishment for violation of the Vrata-injunctions of
Vaigakha.
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12 Skanda Purana

ments, takes bath in the house during Vaisakha, he shall attain
rebirth in the womb of a Candala woman.

9. O great king, if a person does not take bath outside®(i.e.,
in rivers, lakes etc.) in the month of Vai§akha when the Sun is in
Aries, he shall be born as a dog a hundred times.

10. If the month of Vaisakha is passed without the stipulated
baths and charitable gifts, the person shall certainly become a
ghost. By not observing the holy rites pertaining to the month of
Vaisakha, one shall go down (i.e. become degraded).

I11. A man of greedy mind who does not offer water and
cooked food in the month of Vai§akha, never gets his sins and
miseries destroyed. There is no doubt about it.

12.  He who is devoted to Visnu and takes bath in a river in the
month of VaiS§akha, is liberated from the sins accumulated in the
course of three births. There is no doubt about it.

13. If a person takes his bath at sunrise' in a river that flows
into a sea, he shall at the very instant be released from sins ac-
quired in the course of seven births.

14-15. Jahnavi (Ganga), Vrddhaganga (Bidht Ganga), Kalindi
(Yamuna), Sarasvati, Kaveri, Narmada and Veni (Krsna)—these
are glorified as the “Seven Gangas”. A man who takes his holy
bath early in the morning in (anyone of) the “Seven Gangas” is
liberated from the sins acquired in the course of a crore of births.
There is no doubt about this.

16. A person who takes the holy plunge in the morning during
the month of Vai§akha in natural reservoirs .of water, shall be
liberated from the sins committed ever since his birth. There is no
doubt about this.

17. He who, at the advent of the month of Vai§akha, takes his
bath in wells (outside the house) in the morning, gets (his) great
sins destroyed.

18-20. It is certain that all the rivers including Ganga are present
in water-receptacles outside, even if they be small like the pits
made by cows’ hoofs. He who realizes this, attains the benefit
more than from all the Tirthas.

(Just as) Milk is superior to water, O king, curd is superior to

I. VV 13-19 describe the meritorious effects of morning bath, especially outside
one’s house.
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milk and ghee superior to curd, so Karttika is superior to the other
months, the month of Magha is superior to Karttika and Vai§akha
is superior to Magha. The holy rite performed in that month grows
like the (minute) seed of a banyan tree (into a big tree).

21-22. A man may be rich or extremely poor or dependent, but
whatever object he obtains should be given to a Brahmana, whether
it is a bulb, root, fruit, vegetable, salt, jaggery, jujube fruit, leaf,
water or buttermilk. It is conducive to infinite benefit.

23-28a. Nowhere does a man get anything if it has not been
given by him (previously), not from even Devas including Brahma.
One who has never given charitable gifts will become indigent.
Due to poverty he commits (further) sin. Due to sinfulness he falls
into hell. Hence charitable gifts should be made by one who wishes
for happiness.

Just as a house endowed with all good features is not (consid-
ered) splendid if it is devoid of goods and chattels, so also holy
rites and pious observances performed in all the months go in
vain, if the vows of the month of Vai§akha are not observed.'

Just as a girl though endowed with all good qualities and fea-
tures (does not shine) should she not have a living husband, so also
a holy rite may be perfect in every detail with all ancillaries, but
they know that it is futile if it is bereft of the Vai§akha vows.

Just as all other qualities are futile if there is no mercifulness,
so also all holy rites are futile if they are without the Vai§akha
vows. A vegetable dish may have all the good features and ingre-
dients, but it is not relished if there is no salt therein. Similarly a
meritorious deed unconnected with Vai§akha should not be re-
sorted to by good people. Nor is it conducive to the attainment of
the good.

28b-30. A young woman may be exceedingly beautiful and may
have all the ornaments, but she does not shine without (adequate)
clothing. So also a series of holy rites performed exceedingly well
by men does not shine without the Vai$akha rites. So it is decided
that holy rites are to be performed in the month of Vaisakha by all
means by every type of living being.

With the Slayer of Madhu in view, the devotee shall take holy
bath in the morning when the Sun is in Aries and then worship
Visnu. Otherwise he will fall into hell.

1. VV 25-30: importance of observing rites in Vaisakha.
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31-32. There was a king named Mahiratha.' He was lecherous
and lustful without any control over his passions. But due to holy
ablution in the month of Vaisakha he went to Vaikuntha directly.
Vaisakha is a beneficial month with Madhusiidana as the deity. It
yields more benefit for (the various holy rites such as) pilgrim-
ages, austerities, Yajinas, charitable gifts and Homas.

The Mantra for prayer:

33. *“0O Madhusuadana, O lord of the Devas, I shall take the
holy bath in the morning in the month of Vaisakha when the Sun
is in Aries. Make it free from hindrances, O Madhava.”

The Mantra for Arghya:

34. “In the month of VaiSakha when the Sun is in Aries, I am
engaged in the early morning ablution. I shall give you Arghya.
Accept it, O Madhusudana.

35. O ye all rivers including Ganga, accept the Arghya of-
fered by me. O Tirthas and whirlpools, accept the Arghya offered
by me. Be well pleased.

36. O Yama, you are the leader. You are the chastiser of
sinners. You view (everyone) impartially. Accept the Arghya of-
fered by me. Be the bestower of the benefit mentioned.”

37-39. The devotee should offer Arghyas thus and then take the
holy bath. He then wears two clothes and performs all the rites. He
worships Madhusudana with flowers growing in the vernal season.
He shall then listen to the divine narratives and anecdotes of Visnu
praising this month. He shall be liberated from sins acquired in the
course of a crore of births and attain salvation.

40. He will never undergo distress on the earth, neither in
heaven nor in the nether worlds. He is not born anywhere again in
any womb. He does not suck the breasts further (i.e. is liberated).

4]1. One who takes food in a bell-metal vessel in the month of

1. For the story of Mahiratha see PdP V (Piatdla Khanda), Ch. 99. The king
improved his conduct and performed Vai$akha-rites. After death he expressed his
desire to see hells. When he went to have a view, the hellish beings felt happy. Seeing
their plight, the king offered his merit of Vai§dkha-rites and then the hellish beings
went to heaven and only after their redemption the king agreed to go to Vaikuntha.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



IL.vii.4.42—Il.vii.5.4 15

Vaisakha, one who does not listen to good stories, one who does
not take holy bath or make charitable gifts, falls into hells.

42-47. Somehow the sin of killing a thousand Brahmanas can be
dispelled, but the sin of that person who has not taken holy bath in
the month of Vai§akha can never be dispelled. That base man is
undoubtedly dead though living, who does not take holy bath in
the month of Vai§akha, though he has his body under his control,
can freely enter and stay in water and his tongue is free enough to
utter the two syllables HA-R! (but does not do so). If a stupid and
deluded soul does not worship Madhusudana in the month of Vai§akha,
by some means or the other, he shall be reborn as a pig. He who
worships Madhusiidana in the month of Vaisakha with Tulasi leaves,
shall become an emperor and enjoy pleasures in a crore of births.
Afterwards, he attains Sayujya with Visnu along with a crore of
the members of his family. The devotee shall serve Visnu both
Saguna and Nirguna (with or without attributes) by means of dif-
ferent paths of devotion. He shall meditate upon him always with
the mind not dwelling on anything else.

CHAPTER FIVE
The Excellence of Vaisakha

Ambarisa said:

1.  Why should Vai§akha be considered to be superior to all
the other months and special holy rites, austerities, charitable gifts
and all the other types of pious observances (enjoined during its
course)?

Naradareplied:

2-4. Let me tell you, O highly intelligent one. Listen with
single-minded attention.

At the end of the Kalpa, the great Lord, the Lord of Devas, lies
on his couch of Sesa, the Serpent. With all the groups of worlds
inside his belly, he lies down in the vast sea of Pralaya. All the
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different categories (of worldly objects), the multifarious things,
become unified into one mass due to his yogic Maya and the
superior powers. At the end of the slumber he is awakened by the
Srutis. The Lord, the storehouse of mercy, protected all the groups
and species of beings stationed in his belly.

5. He became inclined to create in order to enable the living
beings to experience the fruits of their respective Karmas. From
his navel arose a golden lotus, support of all the worlds.

6. He created Brahma, Vairaja (son of Virat), called Purusa.
In him the Lord created the fourteen worlds.

7-11.He created various groups of living beings of different
activities and mental proclivities. He created three Gunas, Prakrti,
boundaries and overlords. He made the distinctions (in the duties)
of the different castes and stages of life. He defined Dharma.

He made the sages the custodians of Dharma. The great Lord
made them active workers in the propagation and protection of
Dharma according to the four Vedas, Tantra texts, Smrtis, Puranas
and Itihasas all in the form of his commands. The duties propa-
gated by them are based on the distinction of castes and stages of
life. All the people had faith in the Dharmas befitting them and
giving delight to Visnu.

In order to ensure proper functioning of (the system of) the
stages of life, the immutable Lord is stationed in the heart itself.
Still (he manifests himself outside) in order to test and frighten
(people) (lest they should cease performance of their duties).

12. The wise Lord thought thus: ‘What can be that time when
the people will perform all the excellent Dharmas perfectly?

13-14. The rainy season has been created by me. People are
afflicted and helpless then. Obstructed by mud etc. they are unable
to perform excellent Dharmas.

On seeing them anger alone will arise in me. I shall not be
delighted with them. Let not the people looked at by me become
disturbed and helpless. Hence I do (should) not see them.

15-16. In autumn too there is no fulfilment (of the needs) be-
cause of agricultural activities. Some are eagerly attached to ripe
fruits. Some are afflicted by heavy showers and some by chillness.
On seeing them I (may) become furious indeed. It does not give
me any satisfaction, when I notice lack of good qualities.

17-20. When early winter season sets in, people do not wish to
get up early in the morning. I become angry on seeing that people
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do not get up even when the sun has risen.

In the same manner people are distressed in the morning during
late winter. So also they are not capable of taking in ripe fruits
with care. Further they are afflicted by chillness and they are
worried about the early morning ablution. There shall be omission
of duties on their part. It will never be recompensed in any man-
ner. This is not the time for survey.’ Thus the Lord became agi-
tated in his mind. He considered vernal season to be one dispelling
all calamities.

21. “In performing holy bath, charitable gifts, in Yajia, in
holy rites, in the enjoyment of pleasures and in the execution of
different kinds of pious observances and vows, this season is favourable.

22-27. Certainly (some) objects would be accessible to living
beings without much strain. Whatever object will satisfy embodied
beings for whom Visnu is the support, that object is the means of
acquiring virtue and piety to them, since they are endowed with
devotion. In vernal season all objects are conducive to happiness
to living beings. Those objects are worthy of being distributed as
charitable gifts, worthy of holy rites and also of being enjoyed in
every respect. There is no doubt about this, that poor people, those
who are lame and those who are disabled in other limbs, as well as
noble-souled ones (without valuable possessions) can easily get
the things such as water etc. My devotees (lit. to whom [ am dear)
perform holy rites conducive to their own welfare with such things
as leaves, flowers, fruits, vegetables and other things, with pleas-
ing words, with flower garlands, betel leaves, sandalpaste and
other things, by washing the feet and similar rites and with humil-
ity etc. Thereby I become the bestower of boons on them.” Think-
ing and speaking thus (to Rama), Lord Visnu started along with
Rama.

28-32. He went along surveying the forests and full-blown flowers.
He saw places inhabited by delighted and well-nourished people
and resorted to by inebriated bees and birds.

He saw the beautiful courtyards of the rich hermitages of the
residents of forests and villages. He saw gardens and vast lands.

He pointed out all these to Rama. Visnu was eulogized by
Siddhas, Caranas, Gandharvas, Kinnaras, Serpents and Raksasas as
well as by Devas and eminent sages. Thus he visited the houses of
those householders who followed the system of castes and stages
of life. Beginning with the month of Mina and ending with the
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month of Karkata, he stayed there along with Rama and Suras.

He tested people by the services (and offerings) perfofmed or
omitted. There he gives to the persons endowed with virtue all
their cherished things.

33-36. He does not brook haughty, intoxicated men. He de-
prives them of their span of life, wealth etc.

In the month of Vai$akha they perform worship of the Supreme
Atman. The Lord brooks it even if omission of rites happens in the
other months in the case of good men who have been otherwise
constant.

If people in the outlying districts go and serve the king who
gaes over to their land, offer him presents and humble obeisance,
then the king ignores the deficiencies and shortages in their pay-
ment of taxes and tributes. He considers it as paid in full as it
were. Further, he becomes pleased with them and certainly gives
them something more also.

37-39. If they do not revere and worship him, he metes out
punishment too. In the same manner, Visnu behaves with his own
people in the month of VaiSakha during the advent of the vernal
season. To the persons who offer him worship, he grants all cher-
ished things. In the case of those persons who do not perform
obeisance etc. he deprives them of their wealth etc.

This is the time when the Lord of Devas, the Sarnga-bearing
Visnu, the protector of Dharma, tests the devotees. Hence this is
the most excellent of all months.

CHAPTER SIX
The Story of a House-Lizard

Narada said:

1. O king, one who does not offer water in the month of
Vaisakha to those who are excessively thirsty and tired of journey
over a long way, shall be born as an animal (in lower species).

2. In this connection they cite the following old story and a
very wonderful dialogue between a Brahmana and a house-lizard.

3. Formerly in the family of Iksvaku, there was a king named
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Hemanga.' He was a benefactor of Brahmanas. He was exceed-
ingly munificent. He had conquered enemies and had all the sense-
organs perfectly under his control.

4. He gifted away as many cows as there are particles in the
earth, as there are drops of water (in seas etc.) and as there are
stars in the sky.

5. The whole earth became splendid with plenty of Kus$a
grass as they were left strewn by him after his Yajias were over.
Many Brahmanas were propitiated by him with the donation of
cows, lands, gingelly seeds, gold and other things.

6. It is well-known that there were no charitable gifts not
made by him. Of course, water was the sole thing not given by
him, O king, because he thought that it was easily available.

7-8. He was advised by Vasistha, the noble-souled son of Brahma.
Yet he argued, “What fruit can a donor acquire—a donor of a
valueless thing which is available everywhere?” With this wrong
notion and arguments in support thereof, he did not offer water to
any Brahmana. His statement (apparently) well-founded was, “There
shall be merit in giving what is not available.”

9.  He worshipped Brahmanas wanting in limbs, poor Brahmanas
and those devoid of means of livelihood. He did not adore those
Brahmanas who were well-versed in the Vedas, were knowers of
truth and those who expounded Brahman.

10-11. *All people will worship well-reputed persons, offering
them rich presents. Who will help the helpless ones—Brahmanas
without learning, those disabled ones without limbs and the poor
ones? Hence they deserve sympathy.’” Thinking thus he, of his own
accord, offered some (wealth) to undeserving persons (without the
concurrence of his preceptor).

12-15. On account of this great sin the king became a Cataka
bird in the course of three births, a vulture in one birth, and a dog
in the course of seven births. Afterwards he was born as a house-
lizard in the abode of a king of Mithild named Srutakirti. O king,
he sustained himself by feeding on insects. That evil-minded one
remained thus in the loft of the inner apartment for eighty-seven
years.

1. The story of King Hemanga illustrates how free offer of water in Vaifakha is
superior to all other gifts, Yajias etc. and refusal to do it leads to terrible punishment.
Neither PE nor Mbh record any such king. The names may be imaginary but they
emphasize the importance of gifts of water.
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Once an excellent sage named Srutadeva, well-versed in the
Vedas, came to the abode of the king of Videha at midtay.

16-17. On seeing him the king was highly delighted. He got up
promptly and adored him with Madhuparka and other things of-
fered by way of reception. He sprinkled over his own head the
water with which he washed his feet. As good luck would have it,
the house-lizard too was sprinkled with a few drops.

18. Immediately the lizard could remember (previous births).
Having remembered the previous Karmas, it became exceedingly
distressed. It cried and prayed, “Save me, save me” to the Brahmana
who had come to that abode.

19-20. The Brahmana was surprised on hearing the sound of a
being of lower stratum. He asked: “O lizard, where are you crying
from? What Karma has brought you to this condition? Are you a
Deva, an ordinary man, a king or a Brahmana? Tell me who you
are, O highly blessed one. To-day I shall redeem you.”

21-28a. On being asked thus the king spoke to Srutadeva of
great intellect: “l1 am born of the race of Iksvaku. I was an expert
in the Vedas and scriptural texts. I had gifted away as many cows
as there are particles in the earth or as there are drops of water (in
seas etc.) or as there are stars in the sky. All the Yajnas were
performed by me. I performed acts of public utility such as dig-
ging lakes, wells etc. Charitable gifts were given and the rites due
for the month of Vai§akha were performed. Still I have fallen in
this miserable state to suffer instead of (being rewarded with) a
higher status. Three times I was born as a Cataka bird and once as
a vulture. Previously, O Brahmana, birth as a dog had been gone
through by me seven times. As this king sprinkled himself with the
water after washing your feet, some drops fell on me accidentally.
Thereby I have been reminded of the previous births. All the sins
of mine have been dispelled. I have yet to take twenty-eight births
as a house-lizard. They appear to have been ordained by fate. I am
extremely afraid of the same. I do not see any reason therefor.
Explain to me fully.”

28b-31. On being told thus that sage saw everything with his
vision of perfect knowledge and said: “Listen, O king. I shall tell
you the reason for your birth in the lower species of beings. Water
was not offered by you in the month of Vaisakha, of which Lord
Visnu is fond. Since water is easily available, you decided that it
was worthless. Due to your ignorance even iii summer season
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water was not offered by you to wayfarers and Brahmanas. Fur-
ther, you made charitable gifts to undeserving persons, ignoring
deserving ones. Oblations are never offered on ash after leaving
aside blazing fire.

32-33. A tree may have different colours. It may possess sweet
fragrance etc. But if it is overgrown with thorns, no one adores it.
Among excellent trees ASvattha has attained the status of one
worthy of being resorted to. Is an egg-plant worshipped after set-
ting aside a Tulast plant?

34. Helplessness is no criterion for worship. Those helpless
persons such as lame and disabled ones are merely to be pitied.

35. Those who strictly adhere to penance, those who possess
perfect knowledge, those who are experts in the Vedas and scrip-
tures are like Visnu incarnate. They should be worshipped always
and never the others.

36. There too, those Brahmanas who are endowed with per-
fect knowledge are always great favourites of Visnu. O king, Visnu
too is always loved by persons having perfect knowledge. Hence a
man with knowledge is worthy of being adored. He is remembered
as the greatest among those who are worthy of being worshipped.

37. Contempt of persons of excellent conduct leads to misery
both here and hereafter. Service rendered to great men is the cause
of achievement of the aims of life.

38. Even if crores of blind people (join together), they will
not be able to see things as they really exist. In the same manner
even an association of ten thousands of dull-witted persons cannot
be fruitful in any manner.

39. Tirthas are not mere waters; the deities are not mere clay
or stone. As for good men, they sanctify merely by their sight but
only after lapse of a great deal of time.

40. Those who are well trained by them do not become dis-
tressed, thanks to the service rendered to good men, just as the
persons nourished with nectar are not afflicted with births, deaths,
old age etc.

41. O scion of the family of Iksvaku, water was not offered by
you, nor were good men served. Therefore, this misfortune (birth
in a low species) has befalien you.

42. For the purpose of quelling the evil and attaining peace, I
shall give you all the merit acquired by me through the holy rites
performed by me in Vaisakha. Thereby you will get rid of all the
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evil fruits of the past, present and future Karmas.”

43-46. After saying this and ceremoniously sipping water he
donated the excellent merit. When (the merit of) the holy bath
taken in the course of a day was gifted away by the Brahmana, that
king had all his sins quelled. He cast off the body of the house-
lizard. He had divine garlands, garments and ornaments. Even as
all the living beings were watching, he stood with palms joined in
reverence within the mansion of the king of Mithila. He circumambu-
lated them and bowed down to them. On being permitted by them
the king got into a divine aerial chariot. Eulogized by the immor-
tal ones he went to heaven.

47. There without any lethargy (lustily) he enjoyed great plea-
sures for ten thousand years. The great lord himself was reborn in
the Iksvaku-race as Kakutstha.'

48. That great lord was a part of Visnu. He was a friend of
Devendra. He protected the entire earth consisting of seven conti-
nents. He was a patron of Brahmanas and was honoured by good
people.

49. Enlightened by Vasistha, he performed all the fine rites
prescribed for (to be performed in) VaiSakha. Thereby he got rid
of all the inauspiciousness and evils.

50-52. After attaining divine knowledge he obtained salvation
in the form of Sayujya with Visnu. Hence Vai§akha is auspicious.
If the rites are petformed by all men, Vai§akha bestows longevity,
fame and affluence. It is destructive of masses of great sins. It is
the cause of the achievement of all aims of life. Visnu becomes
pleased hereby.

In the month of Vai§akha, during vernal season great holy rites
are to be performed by all men of the four castes as well as four

stages of life.

1. Kakutstha: a descendant of Kakutstha. The author probably means Kakustha,
son of Saida (and not Kakutstha), as he was ‘a friend of Indra’. VaP, 11.26.24-25
records how he helped Indra against Asuras—a feat eulogized by Kalidasa in Raghuvamsa,
VI.71. Kakustha’s greatness is attributed to the fructification of the merit of Vaifdakha-

Vrata performed in his past birth. "
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CHAPTER SEVEN
Salvation of a Pisaca (Goblin)

Narada said:

1. On seeing that miracle the king of Mithila was very much
surprised. With palms joined in reverence, the most excellent one
among those conversant with Dharma (Virtue), spoke these words
to (the sage) who was comfortably seated.

Maithila said:

2-3. This great miracle as well as the act of a saintly man has
been witnessed. I am eager to hear in detail about that Dharma
whereby this king, a scion of the family of Iksvaku, became a
liberated soul. O learned one, I am endowed with faith. Kindly
describe it in detail.

4. On being specifically asked thus by the king the noble-
minded Srutadeva said, “Good! Good!” and then addressed the
excellent king thus:

Srutadeva said:

5. O most excellent one among saintly kings, you are well-
resolved. You have decided well, since you are inclined to hear
about the holy rites well-liked by Vasudeva.

6.  Without merit acquired in the course of many births no
embodied being can be interested to hear anecdotes of Vasudeva.

7. (Even though) you are a young man and a king of kings,
yet, your mind is inclined like this. Therefore, I consider you a
pure Bhagavata (a devotee of the Lord), the most excellent one
among good people.

8. So I shall recount to you the holy Bhagavata rites, O
gentle Sir. By knowing (correctly understanding) these splendid
rites a living being is liberated from the bondage of births and
worldly existence.

9-10. The excellent hoiy rites of VaiS§akha are like various other
rites such as those of cleanliness, holy bath, Sandhya prayer, water
libations, Sriddha, Agnihotra.

Without performing the holy rites in the month of Vaisakha in
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vernal season one cannot rise up (1o heaven etc.). Among all holy
rites there is nothing on a par with Vaisakha.

I1. There are many other rites. They are like subjects without
a king, who are assailed by calamities (i.e., these rites being easily
violable yield only adverse results). There is no doubt about it.

12-21. But those laid down for being performed in Vai§akha are
easy. They are:' offering of water pot, construction of Prapas
(sheds for free distribution of water), construction of shady places
etc. (for travellers) on the way, gifts of footwear, umbrellas and
fans, gingelly seeds in honey, milk-products for the alleviation of
fatigue, erection of shelters for pedestrians, digging of wells, lakes,
tanks etc., gift of coconuts, sugarcane, camphor and musk, sweet
scents and unguents, gift of beds and cots, tasty mango fruit,
sharbat (sweet drink) made of lemon juice, gift of Damana (Arte-
misia indica) flowers, gift of treacle juice in the evening, varieties
of ccoked rice on the full-moon day and cooked rice mixed with
curds everyday, gift of betel leaves, gift of water pot on the new-
moon day of Caitra, early morning bath everyday before sunrise,
worship of Madhusidana etc., listening to the story of the Lord,
avoidance of oil bath, taking food on leaves, fanning off and on
those people who are weary, daily worship of Hari by means of
tender fragrant flowers, Naivedya, offerings of fruits and cooked
rice mixed with curds, offerings of incense and light everyday,
morsels of grass to cows, washing of the feet of Brahmanas, gift of
dried ginger mixed with jaggery, gift of powdered Emblic officinalis,
shelter to wayfarers and gift of rice and vegetables. These are the
holy rites praised and recommended for the month of Vaisakha
which is liked by Madhava.

22. Offering flowers to Visnu, worshipping Hari by means of
sprouts etc. peculair to the season, and offering cooked rice as
Naivedya is the cause of the destruction of all the masses of sins.

23. O noble-souled one, if a woman does not worship Madhava
either in a temple or in her house with the flowers growing in that
season, she will never obtain a son or happiness anywhere. She
will end the life of her husband or of herself.

24-26. In order to test the bridge of Dharma of the subjects in
the month of Vai§akha Visnu goes to their abodes accompanied by

1. VV 12-21 enumerate the various Vratas to be performed i Vaisakha.
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Rama, Devas and the sages. If at that time any stupid fellow does
not worship him with flowers, he is a deluded soul. He falls into
the Raurava hell. Afterwards he is reborn in the wombs of demonesses
five times.

In this (month) cooked rice and drinking water should be given
always to those who are afflicted with hunger. It is the cause of
sustaining the vital airs.

By not giving drinking water he is reborn as a creature of lower
species. By not giving cooked rice he is reborn as an evil spirit. |
shall tell you a strange experience that I had in connection with
non-gifting of cooked rice or food.

27-28. My father was born as an evil spirit on the banks of
Reva.! He ate his own flesh when he became utterly exhausted
with hunger and thirst. Due to lack of food he became too weak to
move about. He was staying at the root of a silk cotton tree devoid
of any shade. On account of excessive hunger and thirst and due to
his past Karma the opening of the food pipe in his throat was very
small. Pieces of flesh sticking to his throat gave him a lot of pain
threatening his very life.

29-32a. By chance, on my way to Ganga, I reached the bank of
that river. He looked upon the cool water of a well as well as of a
lake like Kalakiita poison. At the root of the Salmali tree I wit-
nessed the surprising thing of his eating his own flesh cutting it bit
by bit and lamenting in diverse ways. He was afflicted with hun-
ger, thirst and sickness on account of his own Karmas.

I pitied him but on seeing me, that spirit of sinful activities
rushed at me to kill. He was restrained on account of my splendour.
He began to run away. With my mind melting with pity I told him:
“Do not be afraid. I have given you freedom from fear. O dear
one, who are you? Tell me immediately the reason for this. I shall
set you free from this difficult situation. Do not be distressed.”

32b-40. On being told thus, he said to me without knowing that
I was his son: “Formerly I was in the city named Bhuvara (‘most
excellent on the earth’) in the land of Anarta (Northern Gujarat).
My name was Maitra. I belonged to the Sankrti Gotra. I regularly
performed penance, Yajias. charitable gifts etc. and I was learned
too. All scriptures were learnt and taught by me. I took my holy

1. VV 27-44 describe the story how a Brahmana Srutadeva redeemed his own
father from the state of Pidaca.
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baths in all the Tirthas. Out of greediness food was not given by
me in the month of Vaisakha; not even alms were given at that
time. I now bemoan my lot after being born a Pisaca (Evil Spirit).
There is no other cause. Oh! I have told you the truth. Now my son
named Srutadeva is in my house. He is very famous. My plight
should be reported to that son of mine: ‘Your father has become a
Pisaca for not giving food in the month of Vaisakha. He was seen
on the banks of Narmada. He has not gone up (to heaven). He is
still at the root of the tree. He eats his own flesh and laments over
it. For the sake of liberating your father you must take early
morning bath in the month of Vaisakha. After worshipping Visnu
and offering water libations to me (your father) sincerely, cooked
food should be given to an excellent Brahmana possessing good
qualities. He shall then be liberated and go to the region of Vispu.” ”

He further said, “*Speak this to him; he shall have mercy on me.
There is no doubt about it. Let there be welfare in every respect.
Let there be auspiciousness in your case.”

On hearing the speech of my father, I became miserable. Exces-
sively agitated, I prostrated before him at his feet for a long time.
With tears in my eyes and cursing myself I said: “O my father, I
am your son. I have come here by chance. Since my manes have
not been liberated from distress, I have fallen off from my duties.
I deserve the censure of Brahmanas. Tell me. What is that holy
rite whereby you will be liberated? O eminent Brahmana, I shall
perform it.”

41-42. Then he whose mind was completely satisfied told me:
“After performing your pilgrimage you should return home quickly.
At the advent of the month when the Sun is in Aries, you should
offer excellent cooked food as Naivedya to Visnu. O noble-souled
one, make some charitable gift to an excellent Brahmana. Thereby
the whole family shall attain salvation.”

On being commanded by my father, I completed my pilgrimage
and returned home. I made gift of food in the month of Vaisakha.

43-44. Hence my father was liberated. He came to me and
blessed me. Seated in an aerial chariot he went to the world of the
Lord of Sri—the world that cannot be easily seen and from which
those who have gone there once do not return.

Thus the charitable gift that has been enjoined in all the scrip-
tures has been recounted to you. It is the essence of all Dharmas.

It is highly virtuous.
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What else do you wish to hear? Tell me. On hearing it 1 shall
tell you everything. This is the truth.

CHAPTER EIGHT
Daksa’s Yajria; Parvati’s Birth etc.

Maithila said:

1-5. O Brahmana, since he did not offer water, the descendant
of Iksvaku was reborn as a Cataka three times. Afterwards he
became a house-lizard in my abode.

Indeed this conforms to his Karma. He deserved it, since he did
not do his duty. It was said (by you) that he was born as a vulture
once and as a dog seven times. This appears to be improper to me.
Good people were not injured or censured by him nor were piti-
ably helpless persons. Since he did not resort (to good people) he
may certainly not have had the benefit thereof. Indeed his act did
not amount to harassing others, because he had not caused harm to
them.

How then was he born in a lower womb without any (genuine)
cause? [ am your disciple and a favourite as well. Dispel this
doubt of mine.

6. On being asked thus by the king, Srutadeva of great re-
nown exclaimed “Good! Good!” and spoke these words:

Srutadeva said:

7-11. O sinless king, 1 shall tell you what has been asked by
you. The same was recounted to Parvati by Siva on the spotless
(pure) peak of Kailasa.

After creating all these worlds, he evolved two ways of suste-
nance for them, viz. Aihiki (pertaining to this world), and Amusmiki
(pertaining to the other world).

Each of the two ways of sustenance has three factors. The
Aihiki (this-worldly) consists of service through water, service
through cooked food and service through medicine. Whatever these
are, O highly fortunate one, they are the causes of sustenance in

this world.
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In the same manner, O king, three factors have been pro-
claimed in the Sruti, viz. service to good people, service to Visnu
and service to the path of virtue (Dharma). If these are acquired
earlier (by anyone) they are the causes (of happiness) in the other
world.

12.  Just as the food prepared and got ready at the house serves
one’s purpose during the journey on the way, so also the Aihiki
(this-worldly) causes serve their purposes immediately.

13. But, if something desirable and desired by the pious people
becomes unbearable for any reason whatsoever, O king, it causes
harm and injury.

14. Is it to be specially mentioned then as to what is displeas-
ing to them? It is clear that it will cause misery. In this context
they cite this ancient anecdote as an illustration.

15-22. It causes the destruction of sins. It is exceedingly won-
derful. It causes horripilation to those who listen.

Formerly Daksa, the patriarch, got himself initiated for Yajna.'
He went to the silver mountain (Kailasa) in order to invite the
Lord of goblins (i.e. Siva). Sarmbhu with a desire for his (Daksa’'s)
own welfare did not get up on seeing him. (He thought thus:) ‘I am
the sire of all immortal ones. [ am eternal and am approachable
only through the Vedas. These leading Suras including Indra and
Candra (Moon) are my servants who offer tribute to me. A master
should not get up (on seeing) a servant; the husband should not get
up for his wife; the preceptor should not get up for his disciple.
This is the opinion of those who are conversant with the scrip-
tures. Sruti lays down this also that an alliance (by way of mar-
riage) is no cause for seniority at all. He whose strength, knowl-
edge, power of penance and calmness are greater, shall be the
senior to the others. The lower ones shall be the servants. If the
master and other (seniors) get up on seeing the servants and oth-
ers, out of excess of affection, the longevity, wealth, fame and
progeny of those people perish immediately. I, therefore, shall not
stand up as my father-in-law is dear to me.’ Thinking thus with the
welfare (of Daksa) in view, the Lord did not move at all from his
seat. The Prajapati became furious on seeing that Mrda (Siva) did

1. The story of the destruction of Daksa's sacrifice after the self-immolation of
his daughter (and Siva’s spouse) Sati, is told practically in every Purina. Here the
bias is towards the importance of Vaisakha-Vratas. (See Mbh, S’c’m(i, Chs. 283, 284;

also PE 193 for other references.)
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not rise up (from his seat).

23-30. In front of the Lord of the Daughter of the Mountain, he

censured him in many ways: ‘‘Alas, the haughtiness! Alas, the
haughtiness of the unlettered indigent fellow! An old bull reduced
to mere skin is his asset, wealth; that is why he holds the skull
bone. He is approachable to heretics. How can fortune grant him
auspiciousness as he is proud for nothing! In this world the knowers
understand pious acts only through their performance.
. This poor fellow who is afflicted with chillness, wears the sa-
cred hide of elephant. His abode is cremation ground and his
ornaments, they say, are serpents. He has neither courage nor
knowledge. Both of them had fled from him who is on a par with
a wolf. He is always in close intimacy and association with gob-
lins, ghosts, evil spirits and other vicious beings. Nothing is heard
about his ancestry. He is not honoured by good people. Formerly |
was wrongly led to believe in him by the vicious-minded Narada.
Urged by him I had given my daughter Sati to him. She too has
become one following a separate Dharma. Let her stay happily in
his house. Neither this fellow nor my daughter are to be approved
of in any respect like the pot of a potter that has reached the hands
of a Candala.”

31. Thus Daksa of deluded soul did not invite Uma or Siva.
He scolded him in various ways and went home silently.

32. Thereafter, he went to the sacrificial chamber continuing
to censure the great Lord. In the company of Rtviks and sages he
performed the Yajia as per (sacrificial) procedure.

33. Excepting Brahma and Visnu, all the Devas arrived there.
Siddhas, Caranas and Gandharvas, Yaksas, Raksasas and Kinnaras
too came there.

34. At that time, Sati, the gentle and meritorious lady, was
tempted due to her womanish fickleness. She became eager to
witness the festival and meet the kinsmen who had assembled
there.

35. Though she was prevented by Rudra, though she had been
dishonoured and insulted (by her father), she decided to go due to
the fickle nature of a woman.

36-38. (She was prevented by Siva thus:) “O lady of excellent
complexion, he censures me in the open assembly always. It is
unbearable. On hearing it, it is true, you will forsake your own
body. Though it is unbearable, I too have to bear it because 1 wish
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to keep up the house (my family life?). O gentle lady, you are
doing as I have done. Hence do not go to the sacrificial *hall.
Certainly nothing auspicious will befall you.” Though urged thus,
the goddess did not give up he: fickleness.

39. Sati set out from the house alone on foot. On seeing her
the Bull silently bore the goddess on his back.

40. Crores of groups of goblins followed Sati then. After go-
ing to the sacrificial chamber, she went at the outset to the apart-
ments set apart for ladies.

41. (Everyone) kept quite on seeing Sati. With mental distress
she set out from there. Recalling her husband’s words, she went to
the northern Altar.

42. On seeing her, her father and those who had assembled
there stood silent without giving any blessing to her. She watched
her father's performance of sacrifice till the time for Ahuti to
Rudra. When her father proceeded dropping Rudra, she said with
her eyes full of tears:

The goddess said:

43-47. Transgressing and insulting the great ones is not gener-
ally conducive to the welfare of persons. Rudra is the maker of the
worlds. He is the administrator of the worlds. He is the immutable
Lord of all. Still how is it that the Havis is not given to Rudra?
Why? Why don’t the others who have come here expose your evil
intentions? Noble-souled ones do not behave thus. Is fate adverse

to these?

As she spoke thus, Lord Pisan began to laugh. Bhrgu whose
auspiciousness had been destroyed, began to stir his moustache
and beard. Others stroked their arms, legs, thighs and sides. Her
unfortunate father censured her in various ways.

48-51. On hearing it, the wife of Rudra became extremely furi-
ous in her mind. In order to perform expiation for having heard it,
Satt immolated her body in the sacrificial fire in the middle of the
Altar, even as everyone stood looking on. There was a great hue
and cry. The Pramathas ran immediately and reported all the de-
tails to the Lord of Devas.

On hearing it Rudra stood up suddenly. He became comparable
to Kila, the annihilator of the world. He plucked up his matted

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



I1.vii.8.52-70 31

hair with his hand and dashed it against the floor. Therefrom arose
the exceedingly powerful Virabhadra of huge body with a thou-
sand arms. He assumed the refulgence of Kala, the annihilator (of
the universe).

52-55. With palms joined in reverence he spoke to Hara then:
“Employ me in the task for which I have been created.” On being
told thus, the infuriated Dhiirjati (Siva) spoke to Virabhadra who
stood in front of him: “Do kill Daksa who has censured me and on
account of whom my beloved wife killed herself. Let the groups of
goblins and spirits of great strength go along with this (Virabhadra).”

On being commanded thus by the Lord, they all went to the
sacrificial assembly. They struck all those great heroic Devas.
Asuras, human beings and others.

56. Virabhadra who was born of the matted hair, broke the
teeth of Pasan who had laughed. He uprooted the moustache of the
vicious-minded Bhrgu.

57. The powerful Virabhadra cut off the different limbs that
had been stroked before. He exerted himself much in order to
remove the head of Daksa.

58. As his head had been well-protected by the Mantras of the
sages, it could not be cut off with force. Knowing it Hara himself
came there and cut off the head of the wicked one.

59. After killing those who had come for the sacrifice, he
went to his own abode along with his followers. Some who sur-
vived the slaughter, went and sought refuge in Brahma.

60-61. Accompanied by them Brahma went to Kailasa, the abode
of Siva. With diverse kinds of words he pacified Rudra. The great
Lord went along with him to the sacrificial chamber and resusci-
tated all those who had come to the sacrifice.

62. Then Siva gave Khyiti the goat-head of Daksa(?). The
goat-beard he gave to the noble-souled Bhrgu.

63. He did not give back the teeth to Pisan but made him able
to eat flour without teeth. Siva straightened some of his limbs that
had been distorted.

64-70. All of them attained welfare. The Yajia of the noble-
souled one was begun again as before by Brahma and Siva. At the
end of the Yajiia, all the Devas went to their respective abodes.
Rudra adopted a very severe vow of celibacy and performed a
great penance. Rudra performed the great penance at the root of a
Punnaga tree (Calophyllum inophyllum) on the banks of Ganga.
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The chaste goddess Sati, the daughter of Daksa, abandoned her
body and was born again as the daughter of Mena and Himalaya.
She grew up in his abode.

At this time the great Asura named Taraka propitiated Brahma
Paramesthin by means of severe penance. He chose the boon that
he could not be killed by Devas, Asuras, human beings and ser-
pents with weapons and all groups of missiles of great strength.
Excepting a son of Rudra, the Daitya could not be killed by any-
one. Such was the boon that Brahma, the grandfather of the worlds,
granted him saying “So be it”, because Rudra had (then) no son
and no wife too.

71. Receiving the boon, the demon went back to his abode
and began to harass the worlds. For the work of cleansing the floor
etc. in his abode Devas became his servants and Deva women were
his servant maids.

72. Then Devas who were harassed by him sought refuge in
Brahma. On hearing about their misery described by them, Vedhas
(Brahma) said this to Suras:

73-75. “O Suras, at the time of granting the boon I have given
the wicked one the boon that he could not be killed by anyone
except a son of Rudra. Formerly Sati, the wife of Rudra, aban-
doned her body in the sacrifice. She was reborn as the daughter of
Himalaya. She is known as Parvati. Rudra is engaged in a severe
penance on the top of Himalaya. Unite Rudra, the Lord of the
worlds, with Parvati.”

76-77. Again, in the abode of Devendra, the Lord of Devas, the
chastiser of Paka had consultations with the leading Devas who
had assembled there along with Dhisana (Brhaspati). For the sake
of his task he remembered Narada and Smara. They came there
and the enemy of Bala (i.e. Indra) spoke these words to him:'

78-81. “Kindly go to Himavan and enlighten him with your
words: ‘Your daughter was formerly Sati, the daughter of Daksa
and wife of Hara. Separated from him, she is engaged in penance
on your peak along with ten girl companions. Mrda is also en-
gaged in penance on your peak. Employ his beloved one in the
service of Mrda. She will become definitely his wife. He alone
will be her husband.” ”

I. The story of burning of Kama, the god of Love, is another popular story told

in Puranas. Bringing together Siva and Pirvati and shooting his arrow at him by
Kidma was a clever plan though unfortunately it was not successful.
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On being directed by Indra thus, Narada approached the Moun-
tain and did everything as directed by Devendra. Afterwards Indra
called Kama and spoke this to him:

82-84. “For the sake of the welfare of Devas and for the good of
Mrda too you go to the penance grove of Rudra accompanied by
Vasanta (Spring Season). Manifest the features of Vasanta that
cause flutter of love in the heart. When Goddess Parvati is near
Mrda, discharge your arrows and allure the great Lord (to her).
When their union takes place our task shall become immediately
fulfilled.”

85. On being commanded thus, Smara said, “So will it be”
and immediately set off. He went to that forest along with Rati,
Vasanta and his entire retinue.

86-89. By means of his power, he created an untimely spring
season throughout that beautiful forest, served by a gentle breeze.

Once the Lord of Devas was delighted with Parvatt’s service.
He took her on his lap and began to speak to her something. Smara
decided that it was the time for the Lord’s union with his beloved
wife. He took up his beautiful and delitate bow and stood behind
Hara. Making a tree as his screen (to hide himself behind) he
discharged an arrow. He fitted a second one too and exerted him-
self to discharge it.

90. Becoming agitated in his mind, Mrda began to think, ‘My
mind will not waver thus at all. By whom has it been defiled?’

91-92. Worried thus, he turned and saw Kama at his side. With
great fury he opened his eye on the forehead and kept the goddess
away from his lap. From his eye a blazing fire issued forth terrify-
ing all the worlds. By it Manmatha was burned immediately along
with his bow.

93-94. Observing the fulfilment (?) of their task and suspecting
punishment to themselves, Devas, Vasanta and Rati fled to heaven.

The goddess became frightened. She closed her eyes and ran far
off. In order to avoid the presence of a woman, Mrda vanished
from the scene.

95. Indra who was desirous of doing something pleasing to
Rudra and at the same time what was conducive to his good,
attained unfortunate result. One should expect the worse in the
case of one who does something very displeasing!

96-99. Hence the descendant of Iksvaku, the dull-witted one,
who was always unfavourable to saintly persons, did not perform
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the rite of serving good people which would have been conducive
to his own welfare.

Great misery was experienced by him and further he was born
in a lower stratum of beings. Hence one should render service to
good people, which accomplishes all purposes.

Since he did something displeasing to Rudra, Smara experi-
enced misery very much in his next birth (though he was) a great
lord.

Those who listen day and night to this meritorious legend shall
undoubtedly be liberated from births, deaths, old age etc.

CHAPTER NINE

The Birth of Kumara*

Maithila said:

1-2a. O holy Sir, how was Kama who had been burned born again?
What was the misery that he experienced as a result of his Karma, i.e.
offending Rudra. O Brahmana, recount this to me. I have great eagerness
to hear.

Srutadeva said:

2b-4. I shall narrate to you the birth of Kumara, which, when listened
to, is destructive of sins. It is conducive to fame and virtue. It grants sons
and is destructive of all ailments.

When Kama was killed by Sambhu, his wife named Rati fainted on
seeing her husband reduced to ash in front of herself. Within a Muhirta
she regained consciousness and lamented in various ways.

5-6. Due to her pitiable lamentation the forest too became equally
miserable. She desired to cast off her body in the funeral pyre (of her lord).
She remembered Madhava (Spring), her husband’s companion, in order
to get the necessary work carried out. That great lord came in order to
arrange for the funeral pyre on behalf of the wife of the hero.

7. Onseeing his friend he became alarmed for a short while and was

* The birth of Karttikeya after the marriage of Siva and Parvati 1s a favourite
theme of all Puriana-writers His birth is also the theme of Kilidasa's epic called

Kumarasambhava.
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about to swoon. He then consoled Rati with many kinds of words of
pacification.

8-9. ‘O gentle lady, I am like a son unto you. When I am present, it
does notbehove you to cast off your body which is the means of achieving
Dharma.” In spite of these and other words of pacification in diverse
ways, she did not feel inclined to remain alive, though Rati was restrained
by him (Vasanta). On seeing her firm decision, Vasanta arranged the
funeral pyre on the banks of the river.

10-14. She took her plunge in the celestial river (i.e. Ganga) and
performed all the obsequies. She controlled all the sense-organs and
concentrated her mind in the soul. She got ready to step on to the funeral
pyre. Then an unembodied voice was heard: *‘O auspicious lady devoted
to your husband, do not enter fire. Your husband will be reborn twice,
once from Hara and later again from Visnu in the formof a Yadava. There,
in the latter case he will be born as Pradyumna, the son of Maha-Visnu
Krsnaand Rukmini. Due to the curse of Brahma you will stay in the abode
of Saribara. You will become united with your husband named
Pradyumna.”

After saying this, the ethereal speech ceased.

15.  On hearing that voice she who had decided to die, gave up her
resolve.

When Kama was killed by Hara while acting on their behalf, Devas too
came there.

16. On observing Rati’s act Suras led by Guru (Jupiter), Indra and
Fire made that chaste lady desist from it by means of great boons.

17. ‘‘Though he is Ananga (bodyless, having been reduced to ash)
he shall become Sanga (possessing a body) and though dead he shall be
visualized.” Thus they made her refrain from (committing suicide) and
advised her about her righteous duties.

18-21. *‘In the previous Kalpa he was a king named Sundara; he was
a great lord. You alone were his wife then but caused a confused
intermingling of Rajoguna (rajahsankarakarini?). That was why this
plight befell you. Perform expiatory rites now. In the month of Vai$akha
take early morning bath in Ganga.! Worship the Slayer of Madhu and
listen to the divine narrative. O beautiful lady, begin the Vrata named
Asunyasayana® (‘non-vacant bed’). By means of this pious act and

1. This is how Vaiéakha- Vratas are brought in this episode both in place and out

of place.
2. Afunya-Sayvana-Vrata: A Vaisnava Vrata to be observed on the 2nd day of the

dark half of Srivana (for details see Marsva Purana. Ch 67). It confers perpetual
conjugal happiness.
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through the Vrata of the Vai$akha month you will certainly regain your
husband. There is no doubt about this.”

22-23. After granting her boons like these Devas went back in the
manner they had come. That gentle lady, the chaste wife of Kama, after
surmounting the difficulty took her holy plunge in Ganga when the Sun
was in Aries. The noble-minded lady performedthe Vrata of Asiunyasayana
also.

24-27. By the power of that meritorious deed Kama was immediately
visualized by her, O greatking. Kadma whose power was irresistible in the
world was aking in the previous Kalpa. He was devoted to holy rites. But
he did not perform the great holy rites laid down for the month of
Vaisakha. Therefore, Smara met with the destruction of his body, though
he was the son of the Supreme Soul. If the month of Vaisakha when the
Sunis in Aries is spent in vain, such is the plight of Devas even; still more
so in the case of human beings.

Afterwards, when the Three-eyed Lord vanished, the Daughter of
Mountain became desperate.

28. On seeing her bewildered and sitting quiet, Mountain Himavan
became agitated, embraced her with his pair of arms and took her to his
abode.

29-31. Observing the handsome features, liberal-mindedness and
other qualities of the noble-souled Hara (the Daughter of Mountain)
decided: ‘‘He alone shall be my husband.”' Her mind was fixed to him.
Observing holy rites, she came to the banks of Ganga in order to perform
penance, although she was prevented from it by her father, mother and
other kinsmen. The goddess observed fast and kept matted hair and began
to worship the great Linga. At the end of a thousand years according to
the divine reckoning Mahe$vara appeared before her.

32-34. The Lord assumed the form of a religious student and came to
the entrance of the hut (one day) in the evening. By means of different
kinds of words (of discussions) he knew the steadfastness of the mind of
Parvati, which was fixed on him. The great Lord said, ‘‘O gentle lady,
choose an excellent boon.” That lady of excellent countenance requested
Rudra, ‘““You be my husband.” After granting the same boon, he
remembered the Seven Sages. They came and stood before him with
palms joined in reverence.

1. The story of Parvati’s performance of penance for Siva, Siva's interview with
her, proposal of marriage to Himilaya, the marriage-ceremony of $tva-Parvati have
been favourite topics of Puranas and classical poets.
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35-39. The Lord directed the Sages to request Himalaya on his behalf
for the hand of his daughter. Commanded thus by the Lord they proceeded
towards the abode of Himavan for the sake of his daughter. They travelled
by airbrightening the ten quarters and reached the abode of Himavan. The
Mountain welcomed all the Seven Sages, the most excellent ones among
the knowers of Brahman. He duly worshipped all of them. When they
were comfortably seated he addressed them: “I am blessed. (I feel) I have
fulfilled all my tasks since you people have come to my abode. I consider
your arrival as the beneficial fruit of my birth. Noble-souled men who
have realized all their objectives have not left anything for us to do. Still,
recount to me what is to be done by me now.” On being told thus they said
to Himavan, the great Mountain:

40-43. “O Lord of Mountains, certainly a statement befitting
yourself has been made by you. We shall mention the object of our
arrival for your own prosperity. Your daughter named Parvati was
formerly the daughter of Daksa, Sati (by name). After abandoning
her body in the Yajna, she is reborn as your daughter. In all the
three worlds none else but Sambhu is competent to marry her.
That goddess must be given (in marriage) to Sarmmbhu by you, if
you wish for infinite benefit. In the course of thousands of your
previous births good and meritorious deeds were performed by
you. Fortunately now they have fructified.”

44-47. On hearing their words the great Mountain became highly
delighted in his mind. He spoke these words again: ‘*Wearing bark
garments and observing fast my daughter is engaged in a very
severe penance on the banks of Ganga. She is desirous of getting
Sambhu as her husband. Hence this (proposal) will be liked by her.
My daughter has been (already) given to that noble-souled Three-
eyed Lord. O holy Sirs, kindly go quickly to the place where
Sambhu, the great Lord, is present. Report to him, ‘Accept (the
daughter) lovingly offered by Himavan’'. Let yourselves alone
perform this marital rite.”

48-52. On being told thus by Himavan they took leave of him
and went to Siva. All the ladies including Laksmi and all the
Devas including Visnu, the six Mothers (viz. Brahmi, Kaumari,
Vaisnavi, Varahi, Indrani, Camunda) went to witness the ceremony.
Accompanied by all the groups of immortal ones, the sages and
the Mothers and the groups of Pramathas, Siva set out seated on
his bull. There were various musical instruments such as Bherfs,
Mrdangas, conchshells, trumpets, Pataha drums etc. Bards recited
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poems. Sags chanted Vedic Mantras.* Thus Siva entered the city
of Himalaya. In an auspicious Muhiirta (auspicious hour) and in a
splendid Lagna the Mountain celebrated the marriage with ex-
tremely delighted mind. O king, all the living beings in the three
worlds were overjoyed.

53. When the festivities were over, Sankara, the benefactor of
the worlds, sported with the goddess as he pleased. He followed
the ways of the world.

54-55. Sankara had his sports in many places, e.g. in the luxu-
rious, well-furnished abode of Himalaya, comparable to the abode
of Devendra, on the banks of Nandini and in the clusters of woods
at night.

He sported in a park reverberating with the sounds of birds,
peacocks and inebriated bees. The Lord thus sported as he pleased
for a period of thousands of years according to divine reckoning.

56-59. At that time, O exccllent king, women had not yet been
granted boons by Indra. Hence subsequent intercourse with men
caused miscarriage in women who had conceived earlier. Since
Hara sported everyday, the goddess did not conceive at all.' Since
no son could be begot by the Lord, Devas became worried. All of
them joined together and consulted one another. “Hara, the Su-
preme Lord, is always attached to the goddess like a lustful one.
Our task will not be fulfilled because of frequent miscarriage.
Something should be done by us to prevent subsequent intercourse.”

60. After discussing thus together, they began to seek (an
expert for their job). Having decided that Agni (Fire-god) was the
proper one, they spoke to him with due deference:

61-64. ‘‘O Agni, you are the mouth of Devas, you are our
kinsman and resort. Now itself you go to that place where Hara
sports about. At the end of the intercourse show yourself up so
that there will be no further intercourse. On seeing you the god-
dess will shy away and will certainly go away from that place.

At the end of the intercourse be his disciple and ask the De-
stroyer of Smara about some point. Under the pretext of asking
questions about various things see that a great deal of time is

*Auspicious Mantras like svasti na indro etc. of Punyahavacana and others ex-

pressive of blessings.

l. This is why Agni was deputed to disturb the sexual intercourse of Siva-
Pirvati. Unfortunately the plan flopped and Agni became pregnant. The story of
transfer of foetus seems an explanation of why Skanda had six heads (Sadanana).
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taken, O lord. After the lapse of much time the goddess will
deliver Kumara.”

On being requested thus by Devas, Agni said ‘‘Yes” and went
to Hara.

65-69. Even before the discharge of the semen virile in the
middle of the intercourse itself, Agni went there. On seeing him
the goddess who had no clothes on became ashamed and went
away dejected, leaving off the sexual dalliance in a hurry. There-
upon Rudra became infuriated. He said to Agni, “Take this, O
sinful and vicious one, my discharged and unbearable semen vir-
ile. There has been an interruption during the intercourse due to
your presence. Hence, O Havyavahana (‘Bearer of oblations’), I
am discharging the semen virile into your mouth.’’

After saying this, Hara released the semen virile into the mouth
of Agni. Fire-god held that immensely powerful semen virile within
his belly. He began to be burned thereby. Worried with this thought,
he went to the abode of Devas. It was with very great difficulty
that he could save his own life. He recounted it to the Devas.

70-72. On hearing what was said by Agni, the Devas experi-
enced both delight and dejection. They were delighted because the
semen virile had become established (into Fire-god). They were
dejected because they did not know how to effect the delivery (of
the child). The semen virile of Sambhu within the belly of Agni
grew up and ten months passed by. He did not know the means of
delivering the child. Hence he became excessively unhappy. He
sought refuge in the Devas for the release of the foetus.

73-75. Accompanied by Agni, those Devas went to the famous
Ganga. By means of eulogies and prayers they earnestly requested
Ganga : “You are the mother of all Devas. You alone are the
sovereign of all the worlds. On behalf of Devas, O gentle lady,
hold the semen virile of Sambhu. The foetus grows and develops.
But since Agni is not a woman, there has not been the delivery of
the child. Hence redeem him as well as all of us. Take pity (on
us).”

76. On being requested thus, the goddess spoke: “Let it be
so.”

The Devas imparted the Mantra for the release of the foetus.

77-80. Thanks (to the efficacy) of that Mantra, Fire-god left off
the refulgent semen virile of Sambhu into Ganga, the semen virile
that was highly unbearable to all the worlds. She held it for a few

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



40 Skanda Purana

months but could not continue beyond that on account of its great
power. Her waters became dried up and her body became red-
dened. The goddess became exceedingly miserable. But thanks to
the power of chastity, (Ganga) the sole sanctifier of all the worlds
cast off the foetus within her into a cluster of Sara reeds. It was
highly blazing all round. It split into six due to the Sara reeds.

81-84. Urged by Brahma, the six Krttikas came there. They
unified the foetus of Sarmbhu that had been split into six among
the reeds. They made it one person with a single body but six
faces. The Krttikas who had been commanded by Brahma, did so
perfectly well.

That body in the form of a man with six faces remained among
the reeds unprotected for a long time.

Once Parvati and Parame$§vara who were desirous of going to
Srisaila riding on the Bull came to that spot.'

85-91. At that time milk began to ooze out suddenly from the
breasts of Goddess Parvati. She became surprised and spoke to
Rudra, “Why did the milk issue forth from the breasts? Tell me the
cause thereof, O soul of the universe.”

On being asked thus Hara said: “Listen, O gentle lady, I shall
tell you. Your son is present below. I had not discharged my
semen virile into you. Before that Agni came there. On seeing him
you became ashamed and went away to another place. In great
fury the immensely powerful semen virile was discharged by me
into the mouth of Agni. With the favour of Devas Fire-god cast it
into Ganga. She herself became burned and so Ganga discharged it
among the reeds. There it split into six and was unified and stabi-
lized by the Mothers. It took the shape of a man. It was on seeing
him that your breasts oozed out milk. He should be protected. He
has great vigour. In exploits he is on a par with Visnu. This alone
appears to be your bosom-born son certainly. Hence take him
quickly. You will become famous through him.”

92. On being commanded thus by Sambhu, she held that child
immediately on her lap. The goddess then fed the child at her
breasts.

93-94. Enchanted by the Lord, the goddess had tender emotion
for the son. Then the son of Sankara went to Kailasa along with
the Lord. The goddess attained great pleasure and satisfaction in

1. This explains the reunion of mother (Parvati) and the child Sadanana.
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fondling her son. Thus the mysterious and miraculous birth of
Kumara has been described to you.

95-99. He who always listens to this birth of Kumaira, of great
auspiciousness, undoubtedly obtains increase in the number of
sons and grandsons. At his birth even Hara had to experience great
sorrow. One who has listened to the holy rites of VaiSakha lov-
ingly,' shall become matchless. So Vaisakha rites are destructive
of all the masses of sins. It is meritorious. It yields life-long
conjugal felicity. It brings about all riches. By its power even the
unembodied god of Love (Kama) became Sarnga (endowed with all
limbs). If one spends the Vaisakha month without holy bath or
charitable gifts, there shall be a series of miseries even if he
performed all other holy rites. If only this one is performed, all
Dharmas shall be conducive to welfare.

CHAPTER TEN

Glorification of the Gift of Umbrellas:
The Story of Hemakanta

Muaithila said :

1-2. O Brahmana, describe in detail the procedure of Asunya-
Sfayanavrata that was advised by Devas and performed by the wife
of Kama. What is the charitable gift thereof? What is the proce-
dure? How is the worship to be performed? What is the benefit
thereof? Describe this, O Brahmana. [ am very eager to hear.

Srutadeva said:

3. Listen once again. I shall recount the Vrata that is named
Asunyasayana that is destructive of all sins and that was recounted
by Hari to Rama.?

4, If that Vrata is performed, the Lord of Devas having the
lustre of cloud, the Lord of the universe, the destroyer of all

1. Vaisakha-Vratas have a tenuous relation with the birth of Sadanana

2. VV 3-30 describe the details of the A§unva-Savana-Vrata whereby a man or a
woman 1s never separated from his/her spouse. Some of the details are a bit different
from those described in MtP.
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masses of sins, the husband of Laksmi, becomes pleased.

5. If a person does not perform this Vrata, O king, that is
destructive of sins and continues to lead the life of a househo'lder,
that shall be fruitless unto him.

6-11. On the second day in the bright half of the month of
Sravana, O king, this excellent Vrata named A§anyasayana should
be taken up.

When the four months (of the rainy season) have arrived, men
should regularly eat only the Havisya (food). O lord, the Parana
should be completed in the course of the four months. Janardana,
the Lord of the universe, should be worshipped along with Laksmi.
When the day of Parana arrives, four types of foodstuffs should be
given as present to a Brahmana having a large family.

The Lord’s idol should be beautiful and made of gold or silver.
The Lord shall be clad in yellow garments and adorned with syl-
van garlands. The idol should be exquisitely made. The devotee
should worship Purusottama with sweet-smelling white flowers.
The worship should be accompanied by gifts of beds, garments,
feeding of Brahmanas, feeding of couples and monetary gifts.

12. After worshipping Janardana during the four months thus,
the devotee should worship Hari as before, in the months begin-
ning with Margasirsa.

13. He should meditate on Hari, red in complexion, and ac-
companied by Rukmini. Thus he should worship the Lord during
four months beginning with Caitra.

14-15. Then he should devoutly worship the Lord stationed
along with Bhami (Earth), the Lord devoid of sins and eulogized
by Sanandana and other sages. He should conclude the worship on
the second day in the month of Asidha. He should perform the
Homa in the auspicious fire with the eight-syllabled Mantra (om
namo narayanaya).

16. In the Parana of the months beginning with Margasirsa, O
king, the devotee should perform Homa with Visnu-Gayatri.' Note
the procedure for the months beginning with Caitra.

17-19. He should perform Homa in the auspicious fire, with
Paurusa (Sikta) Mantra (RV X.90). (The Naivedyas) should be

I Visnu-Gayatri Mantra: om naravandva vidmahe. vasudevava dhimahi/ tanno
visnult pracodavat// “
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Pancamrta, milk pudding and sweet pie cooked in ghee. The mate-
rials are to be given in this order. Note (the procedure) for the (gift
of) idols. He should (in the beginning) give a golden idol of
Laksmi-Narayana. He should give a golden image of Krsna, the
Supreme Atman, in the middle. He should give a silver idol of the
noble-souled Varaha in the end.

20-21. He should then feed Brahmanas with the names begin-
ning with Kesava. After honouring them with pairs of clothes and
ornaments in accordance with his financial position, he should
adore them and offer sweet pies cooked in ghee as presents. He
should offer these to twelve Brahmanas.

22-25a. Then he should give the image fashioned in advance to
the preceptor. The bed as planned before should be complete and
embellished with all ornaments. The great deity Laksmi-Narayana
should be duly worshipped on it. That should be given to an
excellent Brahmana, a Vaispava with a large family, along with a
bell-metal vessel and many sweet pies. The present should be
made along with garments and ornaments as well as monetary
gifts. He should duly worship other Brahmanas too and feed them.

The Mantra for the gift: '

25b-26. “Just as your bed, O Janardana, is not devoid of Laksmt,
so also, O Ke$ava, let my bed too be not vacant by the merit of
this charitable gift.”’

After requesting the Lord of Devas thus, he should take his food
himself.

27-30. This Vrata can be performed by a man, a chaste woman
or a widow. This excellent Vrata should be performed for the sake
of Asunyasayana (‘non-vacant bed’ i.e. life-long partnership of the
spouse).

Thus, O excellent king, the Vrara has been recounted to you in
detail. When Jagannatha is delighted, there shall be different kinds
of progeny; when the Lord of Devas 1s pleased, those inaccessible
to even Devas (can be acquired). Hence, by all means, one should
perform this Vrata. It should be necessarily performed by one who

1. Cf. the Dana-mantra occurring in MtP:
laksmva na sunvam varada varha te Savanam sada /
savya mamapvasanvastu tathaiva madhusadana #/
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is desirous of going to the great region of Visnu. Thus everything
has been described by me. What else do you wish to hear?

31-33. On being told thus by him the saintly king requested the
sage once again: ‘‘Describe in detail the greatness of the gift of
umbrellas in the month of Vai§akha. I am not satiated by listening
to the holy rites mentioned for the month of Vaisakha. They are
conducive to auspiciousness.’’

On hearing these words of his that bring about fame and in-
crease merit, Srutadeva of great fame replied to (the king) of great

fortune.

Srutadeva said:'

34-35. Infinite is the merit of those persons who offer protec-
tion from sunshine to noble-souled men heated by the sun.

In this context they cite this traditional legend of yore pertain-
ing to the holy rites of Vai§akha.This is the incident that happened
formerly in Krtayuga.

36. Formerly there was an intelligent king in Vangadesa, well-
known as Hemakanta. He was the son of KuS$aketu. He was the
most excellent one among those who bore weapons. Once, as he
was much interested in hunting, he entered a deep forest.

37. There he killed different kinds of animals such as boars
etc. At the time of midday he became completely exhausted. He
went to hermitages of sages.

38. At that time the sages of good holy rites named Satarcins
were engaged in meditation. They were not at all aware of any-
thing that was going on outside.

39. On seeing those Brahmanas motionless, the king became
furious and was inclined to kill them. At that time ten thousand
disciples restrained the king.

40. *“O evil-minded one, listen to our words. Our preceptors
are engaged in meditation. They do not know anything that hap-
pens outside. Hence it does not behove you to be angry.””

41. Thereupon. excited with fury he spoke these words to the
disciples: ‘*‘O Brahmanas, I am exhausted in my journey. Treat me
with hospitality.”’

I. VV 34-83 describe the story of prince Hemakanta to explain the efficacy of
the donation of umbrellas 1n Vaidakha.
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42-43. On being told thus by the king, the disciples said to the
king: ‘‘We have not been directed by our preceptors, O king.
Further, we eat what we get by way of alms. We are dependent on
our preceptors. How are we competent to entertain you?'' (Thus)
refused by the disciples, the king took up his bow in order to kill
them.

44-48. ‘These have been saved by me in various ways from
dangers due to animals, robbers etc. Now they who were given
monetary gifts by me, try to teach me. These are ungrateful and
excessively proud. They are (like) murderous assailants. Even if I
kill them, there is no harm.’

Infuriated thus, he began to discharge arrows from his bow.
When they fled, he chased them. Thus he killed three hundred
disciples.

In their fright, they left the hermitage and fled away quickly.
When the disciples were driven away, the evil-minded soldiers
seized the various articles stocked in the hermitage forcibly and
ate them up. In this they were encouraged by the king himself.

49-50. Thereafter the king returned to the city by the end of the
day accompanied by his army.

On hearing about the action of his son, Ku§aketu reproached his
son very strongly. As he was devoid of patience and unsuitable to
the kingdom, the king banished him from the city as well as from
his land itself, O king.

51-55. Banished by his father, king Hemakanta became exces-
sively bewildered. He entered the thick forest and was very much
afflicted by Hatyas (‘Sins of Slaughter’).

He stayed for a long time in the deep forest devoid of men. He
followed the practice of hunters and maintained himself. He could
not permanently stay anywhere because he was (hotly) pursued by
the Hatyas continuously. Thus the vicious one passed twenty-eight
years.

(Once) A great sage named Trita came to that forest in the
course of his pilgrimage. It was the month of Vai§akha and the
time was midday with the sun blazing furiously.

As he went along, he was oppressed by the sun’s heat and was
extremely afflicted with thirst. He fell into a swoon in a place
where there was no tree at all.

56. As good luck would have it, King Hemakanta saw the
great sage named Trita. Being overwhelmed with fatigue, he had
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swooned. He was much distressed due to thirst. The base king took
pity on him. .

57. He made an umbrella with leaves of Palasa tree (Butea
frondosa) and warded off the sunshine by holding it above the
head of the sage. He gave him some water kept in a gourd.

58-63. By this service the sage regained his consciouness. He
held the umbrella made of leaves which was handed over to him
by that Ksatriya. Thereby he recovered from fatigue. He went to a
certain village and got back the regular functioning of the sense-
organs.

On account of the power of that meritorious deed the three
hundred Brahmahatyas perished instantaneously. He became a noble-
souled one.

Thereupon Hemakanta, the mighty warrior, became surprised.
‘T have been afflicted in various ways. Where have those Brahmahatyas
gone? How have they gone? Have they been dispelled by anyone?
What is the cause thereof?’

He was thinking in this manner about his relief from Brahmahatyas.
Even as the king stood thus ignorant of the cause thereof, the
messengers of Yama came there in order to take away this high-
souled Hemakanta who was staying in the forest. They made him
sick with dysentery in order to take away the life of this noble-
souled one.

64-72. Agitated due to the deathpangs, he saw three beings who
were terrible with hair on their heads standing up erect. They were
the messengers of Yama instilling fear in him.

Thinking about his (evil) deeds, the king remained silent then.
As a result of the charitable gift of an umbrella. O king, he was
reminded of Visnu.

Recollected by him, Mahavisnu said to his minister Visvaksena:
““You go quickly and restrain the- messengers of Yama. Protect
Hemakanta who was engaged in the holy rite pertaining to Vaisakha.
Go to his city and hand over this devotee of mine free from sins to
his father. Enlighten Ku$aketu through these words uttered by me:
‘Whether one is devoid of all Dharmas, or bereft of celibacy etc.,
if he is engaged in Vai§akha Dharmas, he shall undoubtedly be my
favourite. Though your son has committed grave offences, he was
engaged in saving the sage. Since he has made a gift of an um-
brella in the month of Vaisakha, he is rid of his sins. There is no
doubt about it. By the power of that meritorious deed he has
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become Santa (quiescent), Danta (self-controlled) and Cirayusa
(long-lived). He is endowed with the qualities of heroism, liberal-
mindedness etc. and is on a par with you in good qualities. Hence
establish this powerful prince in the administration of the king-
dom.’ Command, that excellent king that he has been directed thus
by Visnu. Leave Hemakanta with his father and come back to
me.
73-74. On being ordered thus by the Lord, Visvaksena, the
mighty one, came near Hemakanta and restrained the messengers
of Yama. With his propitious hand he touched the limbs of the
king. By the power of the contact with the devotee of the Lord, he
became rid of all ailments in an instant.

75-78a. Visvaksena went to his city along with him. On seeing
him, Ku$aketu, the great lord, became surprised. He bowed down
his head devoutly and prostrated flat on the ground. He took the
attendant of the Supreme Being into his abode. He eulogized him
with different kinds of prayers. He adored him with his great
affluence. Delighted with him Visvaksena, the mighty one, told
him everything that had been previously spoken to him by Visnu
in regard to Hemakanta.

78b-81a. On hearing it, Kusaketu installed his son in the king-
dom. Permitted by Visvaksena, he entered the forest along with
his wife.

After taking leave of Hemakanta with due deference Visvaksena
went to Svetadvipa. The intelligent and noble-minded Visvaksena
returned to the side of Visnu.

King Hemakanta thereafter performed all the holy rites pertain-
ing to Vaisakha causing auspiciousness and pleasing to Visnu. He
performed those holy rites every year.

81b-83. He was a favourite patron of Brahmanas, strictly ad-
hered to the path of virtue. He was quiescent. He subjugated all
the sense-organs and the mind. He was merciful to all living be-
ings. He was initiated in all Yajinas. He flourished with all afflu-
ence. He was surrounded by sons, grandsons etc. After enjoying
all worldly pleasures he attained the world of Visnu.

84. 1 do not see any other holy rite on a par with those per-
taining to Vaisakha. Effort in this regard is pleasant. They are the
cause of plentiful merit. They are like fire unto the fuel of sins.
They are easily accessible. They are the giver of all aims of life
beginning with Dharma and ending with Moksa.

79
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

The Anecdote of King Kirtiman

Maithila said:

1. The holy rites pertaining to Vaifakha are easily accomplishable.
They bring about abundance of merits. They directly cause delight
to Visnu and are the means of realizing the great aims of life.

2.  Why are they not well-known in the world in spite of their
being eternal and laid down in the Srutis, though many Dharmas of
Rajasa and Tamasa nature are very well-known?

3-4. They (i.e. the latter) are very difficult to perform and they
involve a lot of effort. They require great expenditure. Some people
praise the month of Magha. Others praise the four months (of
rainy season). They extol in various ways the Dharmas of Vyatipata
etc. I am desirous of hearing about the distinction of these cases.
Explain it in detail to me.

Srutadeva said:

5. Listen, O king, I shall recount why these are not popular.
[ shall explain how the other rites are well-known in the world.

6-8. There are many people in the world of Rajasa and Tamasa
types (nature). They are lustful. They wish for worldly pleasures,
sons, grandsons, riches etc. Somewhere and somehow you may
find with great difficulty some people who may endeavour for
heaven. Hence they perform good holy rites such as Yajia etc.
with great effort. No man seeks and strives for salvation (Moksa).
People with petty hopes and desires go in for desired benefits and
engage themselves in great many holy rites.

9.  Therefore, the Dharmas of Rajasa and Tamasa types have
become popular and well-known and not these Dharmas of Sattvika
nature, (though) they are pleasing to Hari.

10. These Dharmas of Niskama (desireless) type are (certainly)
the bestowers of worldly pleasures and heavenly benefits too. But
the foolish people deluded by the Maya of the Lord do not know
that.

11-12. When one attains lordship, one’s desires are entirely
realized. If one succumbs to temptations, one is deprived of the

lordship. .
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I shall tell the reason for keeping this a secret in the world
scrupulously, in regard to the Dharmas pertaining to Vai§akha.
They are of the Sattvika type and are intended for men of Sartvika
type here.

13-15. Formerly there was an emperor in Kasi well-known as
Kirtiman. He was an ornament unto the family of Iksvaku. He was
an illustrious son of Nrga.! He had conquered anger as well as the
sense-organs. He was a patron of Brahmanas. He was the most
excellent one among all kings.

Once he was engaged in hunting and he came to the hermitage
of Vasistha. The month was Vaisakha, fierce on account of the
oppressive heat (of the sun). While proceeding ahead, he saw on
the way the disciples of that noble-souled sage constantly engaged
in various activities.

16-20. In some places they were setting up Prapds (free-water
stalls) and shady pavilions. Some were engaged in repairing tanks
by stopping the breaches in the embankments. In other places,
they were engaged in fanning some persons comfortably seated at
the foot of trees. Some were seen offering sugarcane stumps in
some places, sweet scents in some other places, and fruits in still
other places. At midday they made the gifts of umbrellas and of
Panaka (sweet drinks) in the evening. In some places they offered
betel-leaves and in some camphor ointments for the eyes. Some
were seen spreading smooth sands in shady places in the forest and
in the well-swept courtyards. O king, some were seen tying up
swings suspended from branches of trees. (When) he asked them,
““Who are you?’’, they replied, ‘‘“We are Vasisthas (i.e. disciples
of Vasistha).”’

21-23. ““What is this?’’ (‘*What are you doing?’’), He asked.
They told the excellent king, ‘‘These are the holy rites laid down
for the month of Vai§akha. They are the means of attaining the
aims of life. These rites are being performed by us scrupulously at
the bidding of Vasistha.’’

The king then asked, ‘‘What is the benefit that men attain by
performing these? Who is pleased (thereby)? Say this in detail in
the manner you have heard.’’

1. Nrga was the younger brether of Ikgviku. He was famous for performance of
sacrifices and charity (Mbh, Van 88.5-6; Anufdsana 76.23). He was cursed to be a
chameleon and was redeemed by Krspa (Mbh, Anusasana 70. 2-28). But no son
called Kirtimin is attributed to him in Mbh and BhP.
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On being asked thus by the king, they replied to him:

24-27. ‘“We are carrying out the orders of our preceptor. We
perform the various holy rites on the path. Hence we have no time
(to spare). You would better ask our preceptor in a befitting man-
ner. That sage of great renown understands these Dharmas thor-
oughly and correctly.’”” On being replied thus by the disciples of
Vasistha, the king quickly proceeded to the meritorious hermitage
of Vasistha well-known for imparting knowledge of various sci-
ences and Yoga.

On seeing t