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SKANDA PURANA

Book I: MAHESVARAKHANDA
SectioN I1: KAUMARIKAKHANDA!

CHAPTER ONE

Redemption of Five Apsaras by Arjuna®

Obeisance to Sri Ganesa. Om, salute to Brhaspati. Obeisance
to that Brahma. Bow to Visnu.

The holy sages said:

1. O wide-eyed one, recount those five Tirthas (i.e. holy places
of ablution) which are on the shores of the Southern Sea. They

are spoken of very highly (by people).

1. The section called Kaumiarikdkhanda appears to be an independent
work mainly for the glorification of the sacred place Mahisigara-San-
gama (‘Confluence of Mahi with the Sea’). In concluding this Khanda the
author specifically states that the sacred episode of the Confluence of Mahi
with the Sea is thus described (ii.66.126) and this is followed by the Phala-
Sruti of hearing ctc. of this. Thereisa deliberate attempt to integrate the
followers of Siva and Visnu in the last two verses: The devoted listener
of this Khanda “will go to the region of Rudra” (Rudrasalokatam vrajet{—
ii.66.134) and *will go to the region of Visnu" (Vispupadam prayati—
1i.66,135).

The author of this work (as will be pointed out at relevant places)
differs from the legends about Siva and Skanda as described in the previous
section, viz. Kedirakhanda. Both Kedirakhanda and Kaumirikikhapda
have their own independent Phala-Sruti verses. Even stylistically the
authors of these sections appear different unless we suppose that the author
improved his style in the second section, viz. Kaumdrikdkhanda.

2. This refers to Arjuna’s self-exile as an expiation for his entry into
the armoury to protect a Brihmapa’s cows, while Draupadi and Yudhi-
sthira were together there (Mbh, Adi 212.19-35). During his exile, he went
to the South for pilgrimage, where he bathed in five lakes avoided by the
public due to the crocodiles therein. Arjuna bathed in them and dragged out
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2 Skanda Purana

2. Narada and others say that these Tirthas yield the benefit
of all the Tirthas. We wish to hear the story and the greatness of
those Tirthas.

Ugrasravas said

3. Listen to the great power of Kumaranatha with wonder-
fully meritorious holy stories. It is what Dvaipayana (Vyisa)
formerly recounted to me with body covered with hair standing
on end and drops of perspiration of delight.

4. In this connection, let the Garha (i.e. religious verse) sung
by Kumara be heard, O excellent sages. It has been adored by all
the Devas, Sages and Manes.

5. «If a man resorts to Madhvacara-Stambha-Tirtha' (Sadh-
vacara-Stambha-Tirtha) his residence will invariably be in Brah-
maloka like that of mine.

6. Visnuloka is greater than Brahmaloka; Siva’s world is
greater than that; since he loves his son, Guhaloka is the
greatest.”

7. In this connection, there is a wonderful story of Phalguna
(i.e. Arjuna) formerly described by Narada. I shall tell that story
in detail to you, O excellent sages.

8. Formerly, for a certain reason, from Manikiita? Kiriti
(Arjuna) went to the five Tirthas on the Southern Sea in order
to take his holy bath.

one by one the crocodiles, when they caught hold of him while bathing.
Their curse was thus terminated and they became celestial damsels again
(Mbh, Adi, Chs. 215-216).

The author of the Purana has not only borrowed the story but also most
of the verses from the above chapters of Mbh, as can be seen from the com-
parative table of identical verses in Mbh and SkP:

Mbh, Adi, Ch. 215 SkP 1. ii. 1
Verse No. 7 14
8-23 23-37
Ch. 216
1-7 3944
9-19a 66-75

I. Khambhita or Cambay in Gujarat (De 194).

2. V.1. Manipiiratah is better as it is supported by Mbh, Adi, Ch. 214.
This Manipfira was the then capital of Kalinga. It is identified with Magpika
Paftam, a sea port at the mouth of Chilka lake (De. 126).
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14i.1.9-19 3

9-12. Out of fear, ascetics always ‘used to avoid those Tir-
thas. The first Tirtha of Kumaresa (Lord Karttikeya) is a favourite
of the sage Kumiresa.! The second one of Starbhesa is a favou-
rite of the sage Saubhadra. The other (third) one is Barkare§vara.
It is an excellent Tirtha loved by Paulomi. The fourth one is
Mahikala, a favourite of the king Karandhama. The fifth one
is called Siddhesa. It is a favourite Tirtha of Bharadvaja. The
leading scion of the family of Kuru saw all these five Tirthas.
They were highly meritorious but they were avoided by ascetics.

13-15. On seeing them nearby, he asked the great sages, the
followers of Narada: <These Tirthas are very beautiful and have
wonderful powers. Tell me, why are they always avoided by the
cxpounders of the Vedas?”

The Ascetics replied:

Five crocodiles live .in them. They take away the ascetics.
Hence, O Scion of the family of Kuru, these Tirthas are avoided.

On hearing this (that warrior) of great arms made up his
mind to go to those Tirthas.

16-17. Then those ascetics told him: <O Phalguna, it does
not behove you to go therein. Many kings and sages have
been killed by crocodiles. In the course of the last twelve years,
you have taken holy dips in millions of Tirthas. Of what worth
are these Tirthas unto you? Do not become one observing (the
suicidal vow of) Patangavrata (i.e. way of moths falling into the
fire).”’

Arjuna said:

18. May the quintessence of what has been spoken (advised)
by (you) people showering kindness (on me) be explained here
(and now). A man seeking piety and virtue should not be pre-
vented by noble-souled ones.

19. 1If a foolish-minded person prevents a man desirous of
performing holy rites, he will be reduced to ash by the deep sighs
of the people dependent on him.

I. Mbh, Adi 215.3 attributes this to sage Agastya and not to sage
Kumdresa. But as no name of a sage is given in the text, textually Kumdresa
becomes the sage attached to this Tirtha.
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4 Skanda Purana

20. Lifeis momentary like the lightning-streak. If that is
spent for the sake of holy rites, let it pass away like that. What
is the harm therein? .

21. Only they are the genuine men on the earth, whose
life, wealth, wives, sons, fields and abodes are utilized (and sacri-

ficed) for the sake of Dharma.

The Ascetics replied:

22. Since you say in this manner, O Partha, let your life be
prolonged; may your love be always directed towards righteous
life. Go ahead and do as you desire.

23. On being told thus, the most excellent one among the
descendants of Bharata bowed down to them. He was encoura-
ged with blessings. He went ahead to visit those holy Tirthas.

24. Thereafter that hero, the scorcher of enemies, went to
the excellent Tirtha of the great sage Saubhadra. He plunged
into it and began to bathe in it.

25. Thereupon a great crocodile that had been moving
about under the waters caught hold of Dhanaiijaya, the son of
Kunti, a tiger among men.

26. Kaunteya seized that tremulous aquatic animal with
force. That hero of mighty arms, the most excellent one among
mighty persons, rose up along with it.

27. On being raised up by Arjuna of great renown that
crocodile became a woman of auspicious features adorned with
all ornaments.

28-30. Her tresses were lustrous, O Brahmanpas. She was
very charming and had a divine form.

On seeing this great miracle, Dhanaijaya, the son of Kunti,
became excessively delighted. He spoke these words to that
woman:

«O lady of auspicious features, who are you? Whence did
this happen that you became an aquatic animal? What for have
you committed this great sin?”’

The woman replied:

I am a celestial damsel, O son of Kunti, and I used to roam
about and stay in the forests of Devas.
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Lii.1,31-43 5

3]. Iam a permanent beloved of Kubera, named Varci. O
warrior of powerful arms, I had four other friends, all of whom
were splendid ones, capable of going (anywhere) as they pleased.

32-36. I started along with them from the abode of the king
of Devas. Then all of us saw a Brahmapa who was abodeless
(i.e. a Samnyasin). He was handsome. He was reciting the Vedic
Mantras. He was residing in a lonely place. O hero, that forest
was enveloped in the splendour of his penance. Like the sun, he
brightened the entire region (around him). On seeing his penance,
wonderful appearance and handsome features, I descended down
to that spot with a desire to cause some hindrance to his penance.
All of us, Saurabheyi, Simeyi, Budbudi, Lata and I simultaneo-
usly approached that Brahmana, O descendant of Bharata, sing-
ing, sporting, cajoling and enticing him.

37-38. That sage of great heroism did not turn his mind or
attention towards us. That excessively refulgent one did not
waver at all. He remained engaged in the spotless penance. O
great Ksatriya hero, that Brahmana became angry with us and
cursed us: “You will become crocodiles and stay under water for
a hundred! years.”

39. Thereupon all of us became distressed and pained, O
most excellent one among the descendants of Bharata. We sought
refuge in that Brahmana ascetic devoid of sins:

40. <We had become arrogant due to our beauty, youthful
age and love. We have committed an improper thing. O Brih-
mana, it behoves you to forgive us.

41. This aloneis a slaughter (death) of us that we came
here to tempt you whose soul has reached a praiseworthy state.
That is enough for us, O ascetic,

42. People who deliberate on virtue and piety consider that
women have been created as those who should never be Kkilled.
Hence, O sage conversant with Dharma, this view of learned

men (should be accepted by you) righteously.
43. Good men protect and defend those who seek refuge

1. At the time of cursing, the Brahmapa meant ‘permanently’ by the
term “fatam’, but when the celestial domsels begged pardon, he restricted
the term to one hundred years only, Vide v 65 below which is a quotation
from Mbh, Adi 216.8.
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6 Skanda Purdna

in them. You are worthy of being sought refuge in. We have
approached you. Hence it behoves you to forgive us.” '

44. On being told thus, that righteous Brahmana,, the per-
former of splendid rites, having the lustre of the sun and the
moon, condescended to favour us, O heroic warrior.

The Brahmana said :

45. Considering the conduct of all of you I am a bit con-
fused in my mind. Alas, yourimpudence and temerity! Alas, your
delusions! Your inclination towards sinful activity!

46. If people were to be aware that death is always perched
on their heads, they cannot even relish their food; much less
would the commission of a misdemeanour appeal to them.

47. Alas, the birth of one among human beings is the
rarest among all births; even that is being slighted by certain
vicious ones deluded by women!

48. We put to them this question: What is the cause of your
birth? What is the gain thereby? Think about this seriously in
your minds and then let it be replied.

49. Wedo not blame these (women) from whom comes
birth. We censure only those persons who are reckless with them,
who associate with them without any restraint.

50. Since couples are created by the Lotus-born Lord for
the growth of the universe, that process should be maintained.
There is no sin or harmin it.

51. The maintenance of the stage of a householder is bless-
ed, if it is carried out with that woman who is given (in marriagc)
by kinsmen in the presence of Fire-god and in the assembly
of Brahmanas. Only then can it yield all benefits.

52-53. The union of Prakrti and Purusa with each other can
be conducive to Guna only when it is achieved. If it is not achie-
ved, it is for Aguna (absence of Gupa). In this manner, one’s
own householdership achieved with effort is excellent and is con-
ducive to great Guna (i.e. goodness, welfare). If it is not achieved,
it is for Aguna (i.e. evil).

54. In the city with five entrances, the gatekeeper is accom-
panied by eleven soldiers. (Though) he is with his woman, how
can he have many children if he is insentient

1. City=body; five entrances =five seats of the sense organs; eleven sol-
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Lii.1.55-61 7

55. The union with a woman is for the service to the whole
universe through Paficayajiias* (‘five holy rites’) and other sacred
activities. Alas, it is being utilized otherwise by foolish persons!

56. Oh, listen. If not, your desire of listening becomes
splendid (7). Still we cry and shout with our arm raised. But
who hears??

57. The semen virile is the essence of the six Dhdtus® (‘essen-
tial constituents of the body’). If a good Yoni (vagina) is
avoided and it is deposited in a Kuyoni (despicable Yoni), the
defects are many as told by Yama.

58. At the outset he is the enemy of medicinal herbs. Then
he is the enemy of self, enemy of departed parents, enemy of the
whole universe. He goes to the hell of Andha (Tamisra) and re-
mains there for endless years.

59. Pitys, Devas, sages, common people and all living beings
depend upon man. For that purpose one should put restraint on
oneself.

60. They say that a man of self-restraint is a Sattirtha (‘a
holy spot’). That man has perfect control over speech, mind,
tongue, hands and ears. Others are Kakatirthas (‘contemptible
ones').

61. Men of Tamasa nature take delight in a crow-like (i.e.
evil-natured) person (mis)taking him for a swan. What benefit do
Devas derive thereby? Let this be thought of.

diers =five organs of sense, five organs of action and mind. Woman =Prakrti.
Children = created objects. Gatekeeper=Individual Soul.

1. The Paricayajiias are known as ‘Five great (Maha-sacrifices’. They
are the obligatory daily observances prescribed since early Vedic period.
They are as follows:

(1) Deva-yajna: Offerings in fire (¢ven fuel sticks) or Fire worship.

(2) Pitr-yajiia: Offering Svadha (Sraddha repast) even with water.

(3) Bhira-yajiia: Offering Bali (at least a ball of food) to beings (animals

elc.).

(4) Manusya-yajiia: Giving food to guests.

(5) Brahma-yajiia: Recitation of the Veda—at Jeast one Manira,

These prescriptions are found in Satapatha Br. (X1.5.6.1), Tair. Aranyaka

(IL.10) etc.

2. Anecho of Mbh, Svarga 5.62.

3. Constityents of the body, viz. chyle, blood, flesh, fat, bone, marrow.
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8 Skanda Purdna

62. If one reflects in one’s heart about the structure of the
universe in this manner, how can one’s mind indulge in and be
diverted by sinful activities even for the sake of the three worlds?

63. This (fact) has been read by other men in the sacred
literature. It has been directly perceived by me in the world of
Yama. How will I become deluded then, O women?

64. What anger (should I feel) towards you all? People carry
out those things for which they have been created, whether they
are real or unreal.

65. (The words) Satam (hundred), Sahasram (thousand)
and Visvam (ally—all denote inexhaustibleness. The measure
‘hundred’ only does not denote ‘inexhaustibleness’ (or unending-
ness).

66-67. As crocodiles you will be catching hold of persons
in the water. If an excellent man takes you out of the water and
throws you on the ground you will all regain your own respec-
tive forms. Falsehood has never been uttered by me even in jest.
The purification by his auspicious contact will be conducive to

your good?

The woman said ;

68-72. Thereafter, we saluted that Brahmana. After circum-
ambulating him, we went away from that place and thought
thus as we were extremely miserable and dejected: ‘Where can
all of us in the shortest possible time meet that man who will
give us back our own respective previous forms? After think-
ing thus for a short while, O descendant of Bharata, we saw the
celestial sage Narada of great fortune. On seeing that celestial
sage of unmeasured lustre, all of us became delighted. After salu-
ting him, O son of Prtha, we stood there with our misery (visi-
ble) in our faces. He asked us the cause of our misery and we
told him the same.

73-76. After hearing the same exactly, he spoke these words:

*In the southern ocean there are five Tirthas in a marshy
place. Go to those beautiful and meritorious places. Do not
delay. Dhanafijaya, a son of Papdu, a tiger among men, (a
hero) of pure soul, will liberate you all stationed there, from
this misery. There is no doubt about it.”

After hearing his words, O warrior, we have all come here.
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L.ii.1.77-85 9

It behoves you to make those words true, O son of Papdu. Indeed
the birth of good men like you is for the help of the wretched and

miserable people.

77. On hearing her words, the son of Pandu took bath in all
the Tirthas one by one and redeemed them who had become
crocodiles. He made them regain their original forms.

78. Then they bowed down to that warrior. They uttered
blessings and good wishes for his victory. As they were about
to go, Dhanaiijaya, the son of Prtha, said to them:

79-80. ““This is the doubt surging in my heart. Why did
sage Narada permit you to stay (here) in your exile? Even the
basest fellow works in the interest of persons whom he adores.
Why did Narada say that you could stay in these Tirthas worthy
of his adoration?

81. Similarly, how could you all stay here in spite of the
fact that the very powerful Navadurgas (nine Durgas i.c. goddes-
ses), Siddhesa and Siddhaganapa (‘Lord of the Siddha groups’)
are here?

82. Each of these is competent to ward off even Devas.
How was it that none of them prevented you all from obstruct-
ing (the functioning of) these Tirthas?

83. As Ithink of this my mind wavers. My curiosity has
been aroused much. It behoves you to tell only the truth.”

The celestial damsels said :

84-85. You have put a relevant question, O son of Kunti.
Now Jook in the direction of the North. Here comes the
praiseworthy sage Narada surrounded by his Brahmanga (follo-
wers). He will answer every questions you have put.!

After saying this, they went up into the sky.

1. This chapter, a borrowal from Mbh, is used as a setting for the
Kaumidrikikhanga, the main narrator of which is Narada. After the arrival
of Narada, the celestial damsels disappear from the scene,
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10 Skanda Purana
CHAPTER TWO

Glorification of Holy Places

Siita said ;

I. Thereupon, the son of Pindu approached Narada who
was adored by Devas and surrounded by Brahmanas. He made
obeisance to all and grasped (their feet).

2. Then Narada said to him: ‘O Dhanaiijaya, be victorious
over your enemies. May your mind be inclined towards virtue
and piety as well as (respectful to) Devas and Brahmanas.

3. Engaged in this journey of pilgrimage lasting for twelve
vears, O heroic warrior, I hope you are not tired and afflicted
nor have you become desperately furious.

4. Even the minds of sages, O son of Pandu, become tired
and afflicted by journeys of pilgrimage. They become desperately
furious, despite its being the cause of obstacles to (spiritual)
welfare.

5. O sonof Pandu, are you not (in the way) affected by
this defect? In this connection, we have heard this Garha' sung
by Angiras:

6 ‘Only he whose hands, feet and mind are well-restrained
and whose rites are all devoid of aberrations, derives benefit from
(visits to) holy places.’

7-9. This fact should be borne in mind by you. O dear one,
what do you think? Your brother is Yudhisthira and your friend
is Kesava. (Hence it is proper that you should be virtuous.) Fur-
ther, this is but proper that men should be guided and trained by
Brahmanas. We are indeed the preceptors and instructors in
virtue and piety, established therein by Vispu. We hear this Garha
sung by Visnu in the connection, in regard to Brahmanas:

10. ‘I am Vikunptha. Listening to my spotless, immortal fame
is like a holy dip. It immediately sanctifies the universe down to
a Svapaca (‘one who cooks dog’s flesh’, a Cingala). I have attain-
ed fame as a Surirtha (‘holy and pious one’) through you. So 1

1. These are floating traditional verses ascribed to some great sage like
Manu, Angiras etc. Many of them are untraceable even in Smrti works as-
cribed to these sages. For example this verse is untraceable in Arigirasa
Smyrri (G.M, edition),
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Lii.2.11-21 11

will (not hesitate to) cut even my own arm, if it were to be
adverse.’

11. We shall say something pleasing to you, O son of Prtha.
All of those whom you desire to be happy and prosperous are so,
namely the Yadavas and the Pandavas.

12. Now, at the bidding of Dhrtarastra, Viravarma,! the
king who had harassed Kurus, has been killed by Bhimasena.

13. Indeed, he had been invincible to all the kings like the
powerful Bali of yore. In the manner in which a thorn is remov-
ed by another thorn, Dhrtarastra conquered him.”

14. On hearing these and other words uttered by Narada,
Phalguna (i.e. Arjuna) became extremely joyous. He said:
““Whence canthere be absence of welfare in their case?

15. They always abide by the opinions and suggestions of
Brahmanas. They are the adorers of Brahmanas. 1 too am going
on pilgrimage to holy places with mental restraint, in accordance
with my ability.

16. I came to this Tirtha. There is great joy in my heart.
Blessed indeed is the visit to the Tirthas. A holy dip in them is all
the more so.

17. Listening to the greatness is still further so, as even Sage
Aurva has said so. Hence, O sage, | wish to hear the good fea-
tures of this Tirtha.

18-19. Along with this alone should it be listened to as (to
why pilgrimage has been) accepted by you, O sage. You have
wandered in the three worlds. Hence you know all the essen-
tial things. I consider this Tirtha better than the other Tirthas,
because this is honoured by you.”

Narada said:

20-21. This is proper on your part, O son of Pgtha, possess-
ing good qualities, that you enquire about the merits. Only
meritorious persons can befittingly listen to the merits arising
from holy rites. Time is spent everyday by good men in listening

1. Mbh does not refer to any Viravarma who was killed by Bhima. The
Jaimini Afvamedha refers to one Viravarmad who stopped the sacrificial
horse of Papdavas but was persuaded by Krsna to let it go. But this Vira-
varma also is not killed by Bhima, Probably the author of this part of SkP
has used a different version of Mbh.
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to holy rites and devout activities as well as in praying and eulo-
gizing, (while) the whole life is spent by sinners in evil conver-
sations and idle talk everyday. .

So I shall glorify the many merits of this Tirtha.

22-25. On hearing the same you will know that what has
been accepted and adopted by me is proper.

Formerly, O son of Prtha, in the course of my wanderings in
the three worlds, as a follower of Kapila,! I went to the world
of Brahma. There I saw the grandfather (of the worlds). Brahma,
devoid of impurities and surrounded by saintly kings, celestial
sages as well as by embodied and unembodied beings, shone like
the moon surrounded by the stars. I bowed down to him. I was
offered welcome by means of a glance. I sat there joyously along
with Kapila. In the meantime his spies and emissaries came
there.

26-29a. They are sent everyday by Brahma to visit (the
whole of) the universe. They bowed down and took their seats.
With his gracious glances us sweet as nectar he seemed to flood
them, as he spoke thus: «“What are those places you have wan-
dered over? What are the wonderful things seen or heard by you?
Recount them. Merit accrues on listening to them.”

When this was said by the Lord, a person named Susravas,
who was considered to be their leader, bowed down to Brahma
and spoke thus:

29b-32. <Qur submission (of information) in front of the
Lord is like showing a lamp in front of the sun. Still the matter
must be reported by me as I have been urged by you for the sake
of others. After listening to and understanding many holy rites
and pious pursuits, a sage named Katyayana wanted to know
the essence. (He performed a penance) standing on a single big
toe for a hundred years. Thereupon a celestial voice spoke to
him: ‘O Katyayana, listen. Ask sage Sarasvata® on the banks

1. New information. Neither Puragic Encyclopedia nor Chitrava’s Pra-
cina Caritra Kosa mention Narada’s being a follower of Kapila., Nor the
story of his bringing Brahmins from Kaldpa-grama and settling them at
Mahisigara-sangama is traced in the above mentioned reference books.

2. This Sarasvata appears to be the son of Dadhica and the river Saras-
vati (Mbh, Salya 51.13-14). He mentions Sarasvati being his teacher (v 40).
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of Sarasvati. He is conversant with Dharma. He will explain to
you the essential features to be achieved through Dharma.’

33. On hearing this, the excellent sage approached that re-
nowned leading sage, bent down his head touching the ground
and asked him what he had in his mind:

34-35. ‘Some praise Truth. Others praise penance and
cleanliness. Some praise the Samkhya system of philosophy.
Others speak (highly) of Yoga system. Some praise forgiveness
and forbearance as well as excessive straightforwardness. Some
praise (the vow of) silence. Some say that learning is the greatest
thing.

36. Some praise perfect knowledge. Some praise excellent
detachment. Some know the holy rites of Agnistoma as the
greatest thing.

37-39. Some praise the knowledge of Atman whereby one
views a clod of earth, a stone and a lump of gold alike. When
this is the position in the world, people are deluded and perplex-
cd in the matter of what should be done and what should not be
done. They begin to argue as to which is the best one among
these and contributes the most towards our welfare? It behoves
you to say which of these is the greatest thing to be pursued by
noble souls, O sage conversant with Dharma. Which is the thing

that achieves all objectives?”

Sdrasvata said:

40. I shall speak about the essence that Sarasvati told me.
Listen to it. The entire universe is of the naturc of a shadow.
Origin and destruction are its characteristic features. It is transi-
tory like the bending and breaking (i.e. knitting) of the eyebrows
by a courtesan.

4]. Wealth, life, youth and worldly pleasures are unsteady
like reflection of the moon in water. After pondering over this
intelligently, one should resort to Sthanu (i.e. Siva) (the deity)
and Ddna (i.e. the holy rite of charitable gifts).

42. A personinclined towards the rite of Dana is not liable
to commit sins—so says the Sruti. Similarly the Sruti avers

The Sarasvata Patha of Taittiriya Sarhhitd attributed to him was taught to
him by Sarasvati (PE pp. 694-95).
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that a devotee of Sthanu does not undergo (frequent) births and
deaths.

43-45. Listen to the two Gathds formerly proclammed and
sung by Savarni. The Lord whose vehicle is the Bull, is veri-
table Dharma indeed. That Mahadeva is honoured and ador-
cd. He is called the greatest Dharma. Only Lord Hara redeems
one from the ocean of worldly existence,! where one gets immers-
ed in its waters, where misery is the whirlpool, darkness is terri-
ble, Dharma and Adharma constitute the waters, anger is the
marsh and mud, arrogance and inebriation is the crocodile,
greed, the cause of all pain and difficulty, is the bubble and false
pride and prestige is the majestic depth extending as far as the
netherworlds. But it is adorned with the vehicle (i.e. ship) of the
Sattva Guna.

46-50. Though the body is Asdra (‘worthless’), one must
extract the essence from it, viz. Ddna (‘charitable gift"), Vrtia
(‘good conduct’), Vrata (*holy observance’), Vacah, (i.e. words—
auspicious, truthful and pleasing words), Kirti (‘fame’), Dharma
(‘virtue’), Ayusah (i.e. longevity or means of increasing longevity
such as use of medicinal herbs, yogic procedures etc.) and
Paropakarana (‘rendering help to others’).

Attachment of virtue, anxiety for renown, good indulgence
in charitable gifts, absence of interest and attachment in the
sensual objects—if one gets all these, one has attained the benefit
of one’s birth.

In this country called Bharata,® after taking the birth as a
man, which is not stable and permanent, if one does not pursuc
activities conducive to the welfare of Atman, Atman is indeed
deceived by him.

Human birth is difficult to be obtained by (even) Devas and
Asuras. After obtaining this, one should perform those things
which would prevent him from falling intohell. Human birth s the
root of everything. It is conducive to the achievement of all aims.

1. The comparison of Sarhsdra with a river and the analogy described
here is common to all Purinas and is found in the works of modern saints as
well.

2. The special mention of Bharata is due to its holiness as a Karma-
bhiimi whence one can attain Moksa. Its being a Karma-bhim! is mentioned
in other Purinas also, ¢.g. BP 27.2, MkP 55.21-22, MtP 114.6-7, BdP 1.2.16.4.
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51-54. Even if you (have put in) no effort to gain anything,
at least save the capital by all means.

The ship of your body has been bought by you at a great
cost of merit in order to cross the ocean of misery. Cross it be-
fore it (i-e. the boat) breaks.

Even after obtaining a body having no malady or defect,
which is very difficult to get, if one does not get away from the
world, he beccomes the slayer of Atman, the basest man.

Ascetics perform penance; sacrificing priests perform Havana
and charitable gifts are given—all these are eagerly pursued for
the sake of obtaining the other world.

Katyayana asked.:

Of these two, namcly charitable gifts and penance, O holy
lord, which is more difficult? Which yields greater benefit after
death? O Sarasvata, tell it.

Sarasvata said:

55. There is nothing more difficult to perform on the earth
than Ddna (charitable gift). O sage, this is perceived directly with
the world as the witness.

56. Abandoning (i.c. risking) their own dear life for the sake
of wealth, they enter the oceans, forests and mountains out of
great greed. They face the great dangers therein.

57. Others adopt service which is known as Sva-vrtti (‘canine
way of life’). Others pursue agricultural activities involving great
strain and much violence.

58. It is very difficult to give up the wealth that has been
acquired with great pain and strain, which is more important and
beloved than the vital airs and which has been obtained by means
of hundreds of strenuous exertions.

59. Whatever a rich person donates! (as a gift) or whatever
he (enjoys and) consumes is the real asset of the man. (For after
his death) other persons amusc and enjoy themselves with the
womenfolk and the riches of the dead man.

1. This and the following verses up to v 80 arc in praise of Ddna (Ddna-
stuti). They are found in different Puranas and works on Dharma S$astra,
These enlogies of gifts (Ddna-stutis) are found since the Vedic times,
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60. 1 consider the person who begs day by day as my pre-
ceptor because he wipes and cleanses (our minds) like one who
wipes off a mirror. .

61. That which is being given is not wasted. It increases
more and more. If the well (is dug up deeper and) water is pump-
ed out, it becomes pure and has abundance of water.

62. For the sake of pleasure in one birth, one gives up thou-
sands of births. An intelligent man (through the meritorious
deed of charitable gifts) amasses in a single birth all the happi-
ness and pleasure of a thousand births.

63. A foolish man does not gift away wealth because he is
afraid of poverty in this world. An intelligent man gifts away
wealth because he is afraid of the same in the other world.

64. What will those persons resorting to what is fragile and
brittle, do with their wealth? The body for the sake of which they
desire wealth, is not permanent.

65. Formerly the two syllables ‘na-sti’ (‘there is nothing’) had
been habitually repeated by them. That had become adverse to
them now with the two syllabled ‘De-hi’ (‘give’).

66. All the people (who beg) enlighten a miser thus: «Give.
This is the result of not giving. May not you too be like this.”

67. Itis for helping the donor himself that the suppliant
says, ““Give me”’, since the donor goes up (to heaven) and the
donee stands below.

68. The following persons are born so, because they have not
given anything in charity: They are indigent persons, sickly ones,
foolish ones and those who run errand for others. They are al-
ways victims of misery.

69. A rich man who does not give in charity, a poor man
who is not an ascetic (i.e. does not perform penance)—these two
should be thrown into water after tying a big rock round their
neck.

70. One in a hundred is born as a heroic warrior; one in a
thousand is a scholar; one in a hundred-thousand is an orator;
a donor may or may not be born.

71. The earth is sustained by these seven: cows, brihma-
nas, Vedas, chaste women, truthful persons, persons who arc
not greedy and those who habitually gift away (i.e. donors).
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72. Sibi,! the son of Usinara, went to heaven from here after
dedicating his limbs and his own bosom-born son for the sake of
a Brahmana.

73. Since he gifted away his own eyes to a Brihmana,
Pratardana,? the lord of Kasi, attained unparalleled renown both

here and hercafter.

74. Nimi? of the land of Videha gave his kingdom to Brah-
manas. Jamadagnya (i.e. Parasurama) gave the earth and Gaya,
the earth along with the cities.

75. When Parjanya (i.e. god of rain) did not shower, Vasistha,
the creator of abodes for all living beings, enlivened the subjects
like Prajapati.

76. Brahmadatta.,* the king of Paficala territory, the most
excellent one among intelligent persons, gave the treasure Sankha

to eminent Brahmanas and attained heaven.
77. The saintly king Sahasrajit> of great fame forsook his
dear life for the sake of Brahmanas and attained very excellent

worlds.
78. These and many others who were tranquil in their minds

and who had conquered their sense organs went to the world of
Rudra due to their devotion to Sthanu and their charitable gifts.
79-80. As long as this earth will exist, the reputation of
these persons will remain well-established.
Thinking thus you should seek the essential thing. Be devoted

1. Instances of great donors of the past arc given in this up to v 78,
Sibi’s offer of his own flesh to the pigeon protected by him is described in
Mbh, Vana 197.21-28 and sacrifice (i.e. cooking) of his son is narrated there
in ch. 198,

2. Pratardana, the son of King Divodasa of Kasi and queen Mdadhavi,
the daughter of Yayiti, became king of Kasi and offered his merits to his
grandfather Yayiti (Mbh, Udyoga 117.18; 122.6-7). His gift of his own cyes
to a Brihmana is noted in Mbh, Sdnsi 234,20,

3. Nimi, a king of Videha, is famous as a royal sage in Buddhist
Jatakas, His gift of kingdom to Brihmanas is recorded in Mbh, Vana 234,26,

4. Brahmadatta, an ancient king of Paficilas, is another famous king in
Buddhist and mediaeval literature. His donation of all his treasure (Sasikha-
nidhi) to Brahmanas and proceeding to Brahmaloka is noted in Mbh, Santi
234.29; Anusasana 137.17.

5. The great self-sacrifice of Sahasrajit, giving his life for Brahmanas
and going to heaven, is recorded in Mbh, Santi 234,31,

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



18 Skanda Purana

to Sthanu and the holy rite of charitable gift. Katyayana too
eschewed his delusion and was (devoted to Sthanu and the holy
rite of charitable gifts).

Narada said:

81. On hearing this story recounted by Susravas, the Lotus-
born Deity was much filled with tears of joy. He praised (him)
again and again:

82. «“Well said, O dear one. This is thus and not otherwise.”
Sarasvata spoke the truth. Similarly this Srutiis also true:

83. Gift, monetary gift, is a shield unto Yajfas. In this
world, all living beings derive livelihood from donors. They
dispelled enemies through gifts. Through gift, enemies become
friends. Everything is established in gift. Hence they speak of
Dana (‘gift’) as the greatest (holy act).

84. In the terrible ocean of worldly existence which is dis-
turbed and turbid due to the billows of Dharma and Adharma
one should resort to Dana. It is made like a ship.

85-87. It is after thinking thus that Brahmanas were estab-
lished by me at Pugkara; in Krtayuga Brahmanas were estab-
lished by Sri and Hari between Ganga and Yamuna, inthe middle
land (‘doab’). Most excellent ones among the knowers of the Vedas
were established by Srigauri; Nagaras! were established by Rudra
and Saktipiirbhavas were established by Parvati. Similarly (Brah-
manas were established) at Srimala by Laksmi. Thus, these and
other Agraharas (i.e. villages gifted to Brahmanas) were provided
by excellent Suras with a desire for uplifting the worlds.

88. We do not have any desire for the benefit of the holy
rite of Ddna. O excellent Suras. It is for the sake of protecting
good people that Dana has been glorified by us.

89. Brahmanas who have been allotted proper abodes, up-
lift the other three castes by means of instructions of various
sorts in the matter of piety and virtue. Therefore Brahmanas are
extremely worthy of adoration.

1. VV 85-87 record the traditional information about the settlement of
certain Brahmanpical castes in Gujarat. The author’s devotion to Mahi-
sagara-sangama and other local information shows that probably he belong-

ed to that part of Gujarat,
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90-91. Dana is of four types': Ddna, Utsarga, Kalpita and
Samsruta. They are of different nature; they have been glorified
in this order. The gift of tanks, wells and lakes, trees, educa-
tional institutions, temples, monasteries, water booths, houses,
fields—this is called Utsarga.

92. If any man were to perform any meritorious rite while
resorting to these, one-sixth of the merit accruing therefrom is
obtained by the Brahmana who has gifted the same.

93. Among all these, settling Brahmanas (in a good place) is
the greatest. Settling deities also is an act of Dharma, because it
has that as its root.

94. The share of the ancestors of the donor in the merit
remains as long as the temple lasts or the abode of the Brahmana
remains steady.

95. This is a small form of trade (i.e. investment) yielding
much benefit. When old ruins are restored and renewed the
benefit is stated to be double the same.

96. Hence I too say this, O excellent Suras. There is nothing
cqual to Ddna. What Sarasvata said was true.

Narada said:

97. The Suras applauded what had been said by Sarasvata
and the Lotus-born Lord said approvingly: <“Well said! Well
said!” The Suras and 1 were struck with wonder.

98. Then, when the assembly dispersed, I sat on a slab on
the beautiful top of Meru and thought thus:

99-101. <«Viraiici (Brahma) spoke the truth. Why does he
live, he by whom not a single thing has been done whereby he
could have the satisfaction of having done the duty? Therefore,
how can I clearly perform the rite of charitable gift? My only
asset is a loin-cloth and a staff. I don’t have even a little of
wealth. If one gives to a non-deserving person or if one does not

1. Though Dana is said to be of four types, there are technical differen-
ces, Dana constitutes the donor's giving up of ownership over a thing and
making another the owner of it and the donor then cannot use it. But in
Utsarga the owner gives up ownership for the benefit of all (sarvabhiite-
bhyak). An Utsarga consists of conscruction of temples, tanks, parks etc. for
the public. The original owner (donor) as a member of the public however
can use it. In Ddna he cannot do so.
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give to a deserving person (one incurs sin). Hence the holy rite of
charitable gift is a difficult one, because one has to distinguish
between the deserving and the non-deserving. .

102. If a gift is made at the proper place and time to a
deserving person, with a pure mind, of what is acquired by justi-
fiable means, the benefit is enjoyed at the time of youth.

103. If the gift is made with a Tdmasa attitude or in an
angry mood, the benefit is enjoyed while he is in the womb.
There is no doubt about it.

104-105. Even during boyhood, the benefit is enjoyed if the
gift is made out of arrogance or hypocrisy.

If the gift is made with unjustly acquired wealth or if it is
made with an ulterior motive, the man enjoys the benefit during
old age. There is no doubt about it. Hence gift is to be made in
this manner. The time and place must be proper. The person
receiving must be deserving. The gift should be made in accord-
ance with the injunctions. The wealth should have been acquired
by fair, auspicious means. There must be respect (for therecipient)
in the man making the gift. He should not have roguish tendency
or stubbornness.!

106. How can this take place in the state of poverty? The
ancient sages devoid of impurities have spoken truthful words.

107. A man devoid of wealth has neither this world nor the
other world at any rate.2 People see an indigent person standing
by as a despicable one.

108. Poverty is a sin in this world. Who dares or deserves to
praise it? A fallen man is pitied by all. A poor man is also
pitied.

109. A man who is bodily lean is not actually lean. Lean
are those who are deficient in horses, wealth, servants and guests.
Only such a person is called Kr$a (‘lean’).

110. A man with plenty of wealth is highly praiseworthy in
the world, though his family may be a bad one. An indigent

1. For a classification ot Ddna, cf. B.G. XVII. 20-22.
2, VV 107-112 are Subhdsitas disparaging poverty.,
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person is censured even if his family is on a par with the bright
moon.

111. People who have become superior in knowledge, those
who have grown rich with penance, those people who have
acquired vast learning—all these stand at the doorway of one
who is rich in (i.e. has accumulated) wealth, as his servants.

112.  Although in the three worlds wealth is not averse to
us, it yields fruit only when solicited by another.”

113-114. I thought over all these things clearly. 1 looked
ahead for a suitable place.

After thinking in various ways, I wandered over countries,
villages, cities and many hermitages. There I got a place which
was good and where I could settle Brahmanas.

CHAPTER THREE

Greatness of the Tirtha at the Confluence of Mahi and Sea

Sata said:

1-5. (Narada said:) Thus 1 wandered, O excellent one among
warriors. I, Narada, went on visiting the different holy places
on the earth. While | wandered over the whole of the earth, I
reached the hermitage of Bhrgu. It is here that the highly meri-
torious river Reva flows. Itis the most excellent river. By re-
membering it once, one obtains excellent happiness lasting for a
period of seven Kalpas. It is auspicious and comprises within it
all the Ttrthas. If it is glorified, it sanctifies him (i.e. the glorifier).
More particularly so, if one has a glimpse of it (by payinga visit).
If one takes bathin it, O son of Prtha, that being is liberated from
sins. Just as the Pingala N&di (a tubular vessel of the body) is
established in the middle of the body, so also this river is
established in the middle of the entire universe. It is glorified as
such. There is on Reva, a Tirtha named Suklatirtha! which is

destructive of sins.

1. Suklatirtha is described in details in SkP, Revakhanda, Chs. 155.47-
119 and 156 but there is no mentjon of Bhrgu’'s hermitage there, though
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6a. If one takes bath therein even the sin of Brahmana-
slaughter is destroyed.

6b-7. Near it, on the northern bank of Reva, s the her-
mitage.? It was full of many kinds of trees. And it was rendered
splendid by creepers and hedges. There were different kinds of
flowers and fruits. The region was beautified with plantain
trees.

8. There were many beasts of prey. It reverberated with
the sounds of birds. It was rich in the splendour of fragrant
flowers and resounded with the characteristic cries of peacocks
spread everywhere.

9. Bees forsook everything and lay concealed humming in
the same way as a devotee forsakes the world and lies at the feet
of Hara.

10. Cuckoos caused reverberation all round with their sweet
cooing sound, just as Brahmanas pacify sages afraid of the
worldly existence through nectar-like narration of stories.

11.  With their fruits, flowers, leaves, shades and logs (i.c.
pieces of branches), the trees delighted everyone like people who
perform holy rites of Hara.

12. Birds fond of their youngs chirped ¢ Putra-Putra’ (‘O son,
O son’) like Saiva devotees fond of Siva ever repeating the words
‘Siva-Siva’ etc.

13. Such was the penance-grove and the environment of the
hermitage of that sage. It was adorned all round by Brihmanas
knowing the three Vedas (or branches of learning).

14. The cardinal points were filled with the loud chanting
sounds of Rk, Yajus and Sama Vedas just as the three worlds
(were filled with the sounds of his prayers) by a resolute devotee
of Rudra.

15. O son of Prtha, I reached that place where the excellent
sage Bhrgu, of the greatest and the most virtuous soul, was seat-
ed. The refulgence of his penance illuminated the whole place.

Bhrgukaccha (mod. Broach) is regarded as a hermitage of Bhrgu (De 34),
The author perhaps refers to the same here,

1. VV 7-15: A beautiful description of Bhrgu’s hermitage. Puripas seem
to have same sets of descriptions of jungles, hermitages, some phenomena in
nature etc They, however, do not appear mechanical due to varicty of

ideas, similes etc,
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16. I was both distressed and delighted. On seeing me arrive
at the place, all those Brahmanas with Bhrgu as their leader,
stood up in great reverence.

17. They welcomed me and accompanied by Bhrgu offered
me Arghya etc. and permitted by me those prominent sages took
their respective seats.

18-19. After realizing that I had taken (sufficient) rest,
Bhrgu asked me: «“Where have you to go, O excellent sage? Why
have you come here? Clearly specify the reason and purpose of
your arrival.” Thereupon, O son of Prtha, anxious that I was,
I spoke to Bhrgu:

20-22a. “Let it be heard. I shall tell the purpose for which
I have come here. The entire ocean-girt earth has been roamed
over by me. For the sake of gifting land-grants to Brahmapas I
am seeking at every step beautiful and pleasing pieces of land,
holy and devoid of defects, connected with holy Tirthas as
well. But I do not see anything at all.”

Bhrgu said:

22b-24. O sinless one, 1 too had wandered before. The entire
ocean-girt earth had been seen then by me. My intention had
been (to find a suitable place) for settling Brahmanas.

There is a splendid holy river named Mahi.! It consists of all
Tirthas. (It is identical with all Tirthas.) Itis divine and charming,
gentle and destructive of all great sins. There is no doubt about
it that the earth itself is present there in the form of the river.

25. Whatever holy spots and sacred bathing places there
are, both visible and invisible, all of them reside in the waters of
that river Mahi, O Nérada.

26. Where that great river of sacred waters joins the ocean,
O celestial sage, there has arisen (a holy Tirtha called) Mah?-
Sagara-Sangama (‘the Confluence of Mahi and Sea’).

27-30. There is a Tirtha there named Starmbha.? It is well-

1. This is the most important river in this Khanda. It rises in the Purinic
Pariydtra mountain (in Malwa) and joins the gulf of Cambay (Khambhat or
Khambayat).

2. Mod. name Khambhat is derived from Stambha Tirtha,
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known in the three worlds. The learned men who take bath there
become rid of all sins. They never approach Yama. Formerly
when I went to take my holy bath there, a wonderful sthing was
observed by me. That miracle I shall describe in detail, O sage.
Listen to that great and wonderful thing. When I went to the
meeting place of Mahi and Sagara (ocean) for bathing, I saw a
leading sage seated on its bank (brilliant) like fire. He was very
tall and old. Only the skeleton remained (but) he was adorned
with the glory of penance.'

31. Raising his hands, he was crying repeatedly. On seeing
him grieving, 1 too became distressed.

32. Thisis a characteristic of good people that on seeing
miserable people they too become miserable a hundred times
more. So I too cried.

33. Non-violence, truthfulness and non-stealing—these are
rare in spite of Manugya (i.e. state of being a man). Then I appro-
ached him and asked:

34. *Why do you cry, O sage? What is the cause of your
grief? Even if it be a great secret, tell me it as my desire to
know it is intense.”

35. Thereupon, the sage told me, **O Bhrgu, I am unfortun-
ate. Hence I cry. Do not ask me. What person will speak about
his misfortune?”’

36. I was struck with wonder and I said to him once again:

“Rare indeed is the birth in the land of Bharata; there too.
Manugyata (i.e. birth in human species) is still more so.

37-38. Evenif (such) birth as man (is acquired) it is rare to
be born as a Brahmana. There too the state of being a sage is
rare. In sage-hood the acquirement of power of penance is still
more rare. After having obtained all these five, why do you cry,
O sage? In this connection my wonder is great.”” Even as I was
asking thus, a sage named Subhadra came there.

39-40. He had understood the greatness of this Tirtha. So
he had left Meru and built his hermitage here. The sage used to

1. VV 30-80 describe the story of a Brahmin Devasarma who imparted
one fourth of his penance to Brahmin Subhadra for performing Sraddha on
behalf of Devasarma at the confluence of Mahi and the Sea. This confluence
is shown to be more efficacious and holier than that of Ganga and the Sea.
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worship Stambhesvara always. Like me, he too asked the sage
the cause of the lamentation.

41. Then that sage performed the rite of Acamana (i.e. cere-
monial sipping of water) and said: ‘O sages, let the cause (of
my grief) be heard. T am a sage named Devasarma. I have
restrained my tongue (speech) and mind.

42. Thave my own abode wherein I used to stay in the spot
where Gangi meets the ocean. I used to perform the Tarpapa
rite during the New-Moon days for the Manes.

43. At the end of the Sraddha, they used to manifest direct-
ly to me and offer benedictions. Once the delighted Pitrs said
to me:

44. <O Devasarma, we are always coming here near you.
But never do you come to our abode. Why so, O dear son?’

45-47. I was desirous of seeing that abode, but I was un-
able to convey this to them. Then after saying ‘Let it be’ [
went along with the Manes to the sacred mansion of the Manes
which was on a level with Bhaumaloka (i.e. the world of
Mars). I stayed in various places and saw in front of me some
praiseworthy people very difficult to be seen on account of the
halo of brilliant splendour. So Iasked my own Manes: ‘Who
are these coming? They are much contented and duly worship-
ped. They are extremely joyous. You are not like these.” ”

The Pitrs (Manes) said:

48. Welfare unto thee. They are the meritorious Pitrs of
the great sage Subhadra. They have been propitiated (with the
Tarpana rite, with gingelly seeds and water) by that sage, at the

place where Mahi meets the ocean.
49. It is the place where the holy river Mahi which com-

prises all the Tirthas merges with the ocean. There during Darsa
(*New-Moon day") Subhadra performs the Tarpapa rite of those

persons, dear son.

50. On hearing their words, 1 became much ashamed. I was
struck with wonder. After bowing down to these Manes, I

returned to my own abode.
51. 1thought thus: <I will go there surely where the ‘river
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Mahi joins the ocean, which is well-known as Mahisagarasan-
gama.

52. 1 will make my hermitage there and perform the rite of
Tarpana to my Pitrs on cvery New-Moon day inthe same manner
as this Subhadraka of praiseworthy name.

53. Of what avail is that sinner, the destroyer of his own
family, if in spite of his being alive, his Pitrs desire for other
things?’

54-55. After thinking thus, I joyously said to Ruci, my wife,
<O Ruci, accompanied by you I will go to Mahisiagarasangama
and will stay there alone. Be disposed to come quickly. You
are chaste, pure, and of noble birth. You are famous too. Hence,
O splendid lady, it behoves you to do according to what has been
thought of by me.”

Ruci said:

56-59a. O Sinner, I have been (well nigh) killed by you, O
pillar in a cremation ground! [ would rather that he was not
born; he, the wicked fellow, by whom I have been given to you
(in marriage). Enough of you. Even with the diet of bulbous
roots and fruits (your stomach) is not filled. You wish to take
me there where only salt water is always obtained. You alone
go there. Let your ancestors be delighted. O old man, you may
go or stay like a crow for a long time.

59b-60. When she said thus, [ closed my ears. I directed
(ordered) my disciple Vipula to look after my house and came
here alone, I take my holy bath here and perform the Tarpapa
rite to the Pitgs with great reverence.

61. I am now worried much like a sinner in hell. If I con-
tinue to stay here, 1 will be only Ardhadehadhara (*having only
half of the body’).

62-63. A man without his wife is known as Ardhadeha (‘half-
bodied’). Just as without the Atman (i.e. one’s self) nothing
can take place in the body, so also one without wife is not
eligible for (performing) holy rites. A man who is very fond-
ly attached to the bodies and wives is a brute.
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64. Only the fruit is to be reaped from these two. There is
nothing essential or substantial in them. A half-bodied man is
considered not worthy of being touched by good people.

65-68. Uttama,! the son of Uttanapada, was made Asprsya
(‘not worthy of being touched’) by Suras.

If I go there, there is no Mahisagara there. How can I even
go? My feet do not move at all. In this dilemma of ignorance,
my wounded mind is extremely distressed. Hence 1 have lost
much of my sense. 1 feel extremely sorry. | lament and cry.

On hearing his words full of emotion, Subhadra and 1
said, “Good! Good!” We prostrated in front of Mahisagara-
Sangama.

69-70. Both of us thought of the remedy on behalf of the
sage. After attaining human birth which is as transient as a water-
bubble, one should work for others. He alone is a genuine Purusa
(man). Others are Purisakas (‘faeces’). Thereupon Subhadra

thought well and said to the excellent sage:
71-72. <O sage, do not be distressed and dejected. O Deva-

sarma, be steady. 1 shall dispel your grief like the sun dispelling
darkness. I shall go to my hermitage. You will not be laughed at
(by anyone) here. Listen to the cause thereof. I shall perform
the Tarpana to your Pitrs on your behalf.”

Devasarma said:

73. May your life be a hundred years, since you speak thus.
On my behalf and for my sake you wish to perform a great task
which is (well nigh) impossible.

74-76. In the place of delight, sorrow affects me again.
Listen, good people do not take an auspicious statement in vain,
O sage. How can I make you do this great rite in vain? Say, I
shall say something whercby | can have expiation.

1. To illustrate how a half-bodied, i.e, wifeless man is of an untouchable
status, he gives the instance of Uttama, the step-brother of Dhruva, the son
of King Uttanapada. He was regarded as untouchable by gods as he was

killed in an unmarried state by a Yaksa.
BhP [V.8.9 and 1V.10.3 support the fact of his so dying during 2 hunting

expedition but not his treatment as an untouchable by gods.
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You are adjured by my vital airs. Do as I suggest. I shall
always perform Srdddha on the DarSa day, with your Pitys in
view. I shall perform it in the meeting place of Ganga’ and the
ocean. Here, you perform the same rite for my Pitrs.

77. [ shall give you a fourth part of the penance accumula-
ted by me in the course of this birth. Do it in this manner alone.

Subhadra said

78. If you are satisfied in this way, let it be so, O great sage.
Everything should be done by a person who knows in a4 manner
whereby good people are delighted.

Bhrgu said.:

79-80. Devasarma became delighted thereby. He offered a
fourth of his merit repeating the offer thrice (in words). He went
away to his place. Subhadra remained there.

O Narada, Mahi-Sagarasangama is of this nature. On remem-
bering it I experience a great thrill even now.

Narada said :

81-82. I heard this, O Phalguna, like a dead man obtaining
nectar. 1 said with words choked due to delight to Bhrgu:
«Excellent! Excellent! You and we shall go to the extremely
splendid banks of Mahi. We shall look over the entire place,
the excellent region.”

83. On hearing my words, Bhygu went along with me. The
whole of the excessively meritorious bank of Mahi was seen.

84. Onseeingit I became excessively delighted with hair
standing up all over the body. I spoke to the tiger (i.e. eminent)
among sages with words choked with delight:

85-86. ‘O Bhrgu, thanks to your grace, I shall make this abode
very excellent. O Brahmana, may you be pleased to go to your
abode. I shall think about what should be done.”

After bidding adieu to Bhrgu thus, I sat on the bank of that
river which had ripples and waves producing a tumultuous sound
with great enthusiasm. Just as a yogin meditates on the Atman,
I thought about my (subsequent) duties.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Dialogue between Narada and Arjuna:
Different Kinds of Charitable Gifts

Narada said:

I. Then I began to think: ‘How can this place come in my
possession? For, this earth is always under the control of kings.

2. IfIgo to Dharmavarman! and beg for the land, he will
surely hand it over to me but what is acquired by begging is not
very decent.

3. Indeed, it has been so declared by the sages. Wealth is
of three kinds:?* The most excellent one is Sukla (‘white’), the
mediocre one is Sabala (‘of variegated colours’) and the basest
one is called Krsna (‘black’).

4.5. What is obtained from disciple through the teach-
ing of the Vedas is Sukla.

What is obtained through a daughter, usury, business opera-
tion, agricultural activities or begging is called Sabala by good
people.

What is acquired through gambling, stealing, daring adven-
tures and fraudulent means is regarded as Krsna.

6. If a person performs a holy rite by means of Sukla wealth
with great faith and sincerity, in a holy spot and on behalf of a
deserving person, he will enjoy the benefit thereof as a Deva.

7. 1If one were to offer charitable gifts to those who seek
them with Rdjass emotions and feelings, by means of Sabala
wealth, one enjoys the benefit thereof as a human being.

8. If a man, the basest among men, is actuated by Tamasa
emotions and feelings and offers charitable gift by means of
Krsna wealth, he enjoys the benefit thereof after being reborn as
an animal after death.

9-10. The wealth acquired by me by begging will clearly be
of the Rdajasa nature. Or, in the capacity of a Brihmana I may
request the king for monetary gift. That also is very bad for the

1. This king of Saurastra is not mentioned in other Puranas.

2. For the classification of wealth into Swkla (i.e white, pure), Sabala
(i.e. dark-white, mixed) and Krspa (i.c. dark) cf. Narada Smrti, Rnadana vv.
40-43; Vispue Dh, S. ch, 58 also divides wealth in the same way.
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same reason, in my opinion. This Pratigraha (‘acceptance of
monetary gift’) is terrible. It may taste like honey, but it is com-
parable to poison in its injurious effects. .

11. Distress and affliction is always associated with Prati-
graha and it affects the Brahmana.” Hence, I refrained from the
sinful Pratigraha.

12. Then I began to think again and again: ‘We shall make
the region come into our possession by any of the means, by
either of the iwo means.’

13. Just as the husband of a vicious wife never ceases to
worry, so also pondering and deliberating on this I never came
to the end of my anxious thoughts.

14. In the meantime, O son of Prtha, many sages came there
to take their holy dip in the sacred Mahisagarasangama.

15-16. I asked them all: <“From where have you come?”
They bowed down to me and said: «“O sage, therc is a king
named Dharmavarma in the land of Saurastra. He is the over-
lord of this territory. Desirous of knowing the truth of Dana,
he performed penance for many years.

17-18. Then an ethereal voice pronounced a verse!: ‘O king,
listen. It is said that Ddna has two Hetus . (causes, motives), six
Adhisthanas (bases), six Angas (ancillaries), two <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>