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SKANDA PURANA

Book VI: NAGARA KHANDA

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FOUR
Installation of Ku$e§vara and Lave$vara!

The sages said:

1. O Suta, describe the greatness of those Lingas which
were installed there by Raksasas endowed with devotion.

Suita said:

2. The terrible Raksasas of extraordinary might used to
come formerly from the city of Larnika in hundreds always for
the sake of worshipping them.

3. While coming and going back, they used to devour
many people including children and old ones both in the holy
spot and on the way.

4.  All the human beings in their eagerness to save their
lives used to run about here and there.

5. Then many of them went to the great city of Ayodhya.
Exceedingly grief-stricken, they spoke thus to the excellent
king Kusa?, the son of Rama:

6-11. “Formerly, the Raksasas with Vibhisana as their leader
had accompanied your father to the holy spot of Hatakesvara.
Four-faced Lingas were installed by those leading Raksasas

1. According to Ramdyana VII. 108.4, Kusa's capital was Kusavati; no son
of Rdma ruled at Ayodhya. °

2. Rima was succeeded by Kusa at Ayodhyd but VR notes the desertion
(of Ayodhya after Rima). Hearing the complaints of people that Riksasas
who visited their Lingas at Hitakesvara devour people, Kusa sent a
messenger to Vibhisana to prevent Riksasas from coming to Hitakedvara.
He got the area of the Riksasa Lifgas buried under dust though that
resulted in the burial of other ancient Tirthas too. VR does not mention
this, but our author tells this legend for the glorification of Hitakeévara.
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414 Skanda Purana

with their own sets of Mantras, in the western zone of that
holy spot. In this connection, everyday many of them come to
the holy spot and devour people.

If at all any human being were to worship those Lingas, he
is doomed immediately. This too has become another terrible
calamity. Hence, O king, if you do not save us, certainly the
entire world will gradually come to ruin. Particularly, that
holy spot is going to be doomed, for the Raksasas of ruthless
activities and covetous of human flesh, frequent it.”

12.  On hearing it, the king immediately entrusted the ministers
with the governance of the kingdom.

Then he went to the holy spot along with his army.

13. On seeing that Kusa had arrived there, the survivors
of the excellent Brahmanas upbraided him with harsh words
and said thus:

14-18. “O base Ksatriya, why do you govern the king-
dom in such a manner as to let the people be destroyed by
Raksasas? You are not born of Rama; you are born of Ravana.
Hence you are indifferent to us tormented by the Raksasas.

Indeed, this fact has already been expressed by the people
who are expert in the science of ethics and morality. That
caste from which the king hails, enjoys flourishing happiness.

Hence you, begot by a Raksasa, neglect all the excellent
Brahmanas and others who are being devoured by the Raksasas.
That king is blameworthy, on account of whose defaults,
tears of the distressed people fall on the ground.”

Kusa smd:

19. O Brahmanas, be consoled. 1 was not aware of such a
thing as this happening, that the Brahmanas have been sub-
jected to harassment by the Raksasas.

20. From now onwards, if any Brahmana or anyone else
is destroyed or ruined, it shall be my sin.

*21. After saying thus, the irate scion of the family of Raghu
despatched a fearless messenger to Vibhisana:

22-28. “Do go at once, O messenger, and tell Vibhisana:
‘The deep affection of Rama that you have enjoyed, has been
very amply requited in my case!

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



V1.104.29-37 : 415

O evil-minded one, with excellent words you made me trust
in you, but you are now harassing my realm with your hosts
of Raksasas.

O base Raksasa, it was my father who made you settle
down in this prestigious position. Hence, I do not kill you in
the way in which your brother was killed by my father.

Even if it be a poisonous tree, how can sensible men cut it
off, after once nurturing it with great care!

Hence, after this day, if any demon somehow comes to the
northern shore of the ocean, I will immediately invade this
city Lanka of yours along with my army and destroy it. Fur-
ther, I will bind you and all the Réksasas firmly with fetters.
Undoubtedly 1 will put you in prison.”

29-30. On being ordered thus, the messenger went to the
Setu quickly. After visiting the deity Rames$vara, he was about
to proceed further when he was asked by some people: “O
dear one, who are you? What is the purpose for which you
have come here? Tell us. Usually human beings do not come
here’.”

The messenger said:

31. I have been deputed by King Kusa to the abode of
Vibhisana on a certain errand. How shall I go there?

The people said:

32. Beyond this no human being can go at all because the
Setu was broken in the middle by Rama of indefatigable
actions.

33. Hence, O messenger, all your work with Vibhisana
can be concluded here by meeting that Raksasa.

34. This leading Raksasa has adopted this regular practice
of worshipping the three deities of Rames$vara three times
everyday.

35. In the morning Vibhisana performs the worship of
Mahesvara in the portion of the setu near the gateway of
Lanka.

36. He worships at noon the deity Rames$vara installed in
the second portion of the Setu submerged in the water.

37.. Always at midnight he comes here with great
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devation and worships this deity. There is no doubt about it.
It is the truth that has been uttered (by us).
38: So, wait here unruffled in this very spot with mental
concentration, till that noble-souled Raksasa comes here.
39. Later you can freely go to his palace in his company
or to your own abode if he dismisses you.

40. On hearing their words, the messenger became delighted.
“So it shall be”, he said and waited there.

41. Asmidnight approached, Vibhisana came to that splendid
shrine surrounded by Raksasas.

42. He was riding in an excellent aerial chariot. He was
eulogized all round by the Raksasas in the form of bards.
Others sang songs.

43. Coming out cof the excellent aerial chariot, he
circumambulated the deity Ramesvara three times. After bowing
down to the deity, he recited the following prayer loudly:

[Vibhisana’s prayer]

44. “Obeisance to you, O Lord of the chiefs of Devas, O
bestower of freedom from fear on your devotees. You are
endowed with hands and feet all round. You have eyes, heads
and faces everywhere.

45. You are Yajia; you are the Vasatkara. You are Candra;
you are Prabhakara (Sun). You are Visnu; you are the Four-
faced One. You are Sakra. You are the great I§vara.

46. Just as oil is always concealed in gingelly seeds, so
also, O Sankara, you stay hidden in all the worlds.

47. Just as fire, latent in wood, is not perceived though it
is present in it, similarly you are not perceived by the deluded
ones, though you are present everywhere.

48. Just as ghee lies hidden in curd, so also, O Lord, you
are stationed (unseen) in all living beings mobile and immobile.

49. Just as a man digging the ground obtains water there-
from, so also one who always worships you attains salvation
undoubtedly.

50. As long as you are not pleased with embodied ones,
Svarga continues to be difficult of access and the brave are
hostile’ (to them).

51. O Lowd of Devas, as long as you are not propitiated
and pleased, prosperity remains unsteady and ailments of different
kinds begin to assail.
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52. O Lord, as long as your are not pleased with embod-
ied beings, so long there is misery arising from one's sons and
one's wife.”

53. After eulogizing thus he duly bathed the Linga and
then applied sweet scents and divine unguents.

54-55. With great ardour and faith, he performed an elabo-
rate adoration with the flowers of Parijata, Santana, Mandara
and Kalpa trees. Thereafter, he adorned the Lord with divine
ornaments and garments.

56-58. He himself sang, beating time with his hands, where
the seven notes of the gamut were remarkable and pleasing
with proper intonation and regular fall and rise of the notes.
It was characterized by proper Tanas (key notes), Rigas and
Gramas. Thus, he served the Lord devoutly.

As Vibhisana was about to leave for Lanka, the messenger
came before him and repeated the message of Kusa.

59. In particular, he repeated the words which Kusa had
uttered in front of him with reddened eyes and great anger.

60. On hearing it, Vibhisana stood humbly with palms
joined in reverence and spoke to the messenger loudly:

61-62. “O excellent Diita (Messenger), if the Raksasas had
behaved thus in the kingdom of Rama's son, it amounts to this
that I too have behaved so (i.e. I accept the responsibility for
it). It is indeed a great favour of that noble-souled one, Kusa,
that he sent you to me who have so long been an ignorant fool.”

63-64.  After saying this, he found out all the Raksasas who
usually went to the mainland and always caused destruction.

He brought them to the presence of the messenger and shed-
ding tears angrily, sternly warned each one of them.

65-67. “Kusa is my noble-souled overlord. All those Raksasas
of wicked soul who went to his kingdom and perpetrated the
destruction of the people shall become hideous ghosts and
spirits in great misery.(Being banished) they will be lurking
at the gates of Lanka always overwhelmed with hunger and
thirst. They will be censured by all the people. They will be
deprived of all pleasures and enjoyments. They will have to
endure the chill of blizzards and the heat of the scorching sun.
Phlegm and urine shall constitute their food intake.”

68. After heaping this curse on them, the excellent Raksasas
said again to the messenger with palms joined in reverence.
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6931 “From now onwards no Raksasa will go there. Hence
go and tell Kusa, the excellent one among the descendants of
Raghu, in my words: ‘May this crime be condoned because
this has been perpetrated due to ignorance.’

Réaksasas as a class are wicked and very greedy for human
flesh. They have been punished in your presence, O messen-
ger.

Whatever other duty there may be concerning Devas or
human beings can be unhesitatingly communicated to me ever
at your service.”

The messenger said:

72. O Raksasa, go there yourself quickly and uproot all
those Lingas installed by the Raksasas.

73-74a. This alone is the greatest task. It will be conducive
to the happiness of all people.

These Lingas with four faces were installed with the Man-
tras specially pertaining to the Raksasas and worshipped by
those Raksasas.

74b-75. If a person (being ignorant of the Raksasa way of
worship) inadvertently worships them, he instantly falls down
dead. That is why I request you this, O king of Raksasas. The
presence of Lingas there on the earth (human world) is as
good as the continued presence of all the Nisacaras there.

Vibhisana said:

76. Earlier, in the presence of Rama it was promised by
me that none would go to the mainland beyond Rames$vara.

77. There is another reason also for this, O messenger, as
stated by learned men. One shall not dislodge a Sivalinga
installed whether duly or unduly.

78. Being a devotee of Mahe$vara myself and having un-
dertaken a solemn pledge, how can I go there and break the
Linga myself?

79. So, that king should be pacified with these words of
mine: “If anything improper or irrelevant has been uttered by
me do punish me.”

80. After saying so, he adorned the messenger with many
jewels taken ftom the ocean and sent him off to the king.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



VI1.104.81-96 419

81. Then the Raksasas who had been imprecated by him
said to him in great grief, “O Lord of Riksasas, grant us all
relief from the curse.”

Vibhisana said: .

82. O base Raksasas, | shall not extend favour to you after
you have been cursed, particularly because you are cheats.
83. The most excellent one among the scions of Raghu's
family may be favourably disposed towards you undoubtedly
by my request. Till then as per my order wait for some time.

84. After saying so, the leading Raksasa sent off king Kusa's
messenger, a human being worshipping the deity (with these
words):

85. “After going there, tell King Kusa immediately my
message. ‘O Lord, bless these Raksasas of wicked souls, who
have been cursed by me. Let the wretched ones have their
food.”

86. O excellent Brahmanas, on being told by Vibhisana
thus, the messenger of Kusa accompanied by Vibhisana’s mes-
senger to Kusa left the place immediately.

87. The messenger went speedily and respectfully reported
to Kusa, after bowing down to him and standing by with humil-
ity:

88. "“O Lord, Vibhisana was seen by me at the shrine of
Ramesvara where he had come accompanied by many Raksasas
for the purpose of adoration.

89. O Raghunandana, he was told me all that you wanted
me to say. Everything he listened to with great humility.

90. O Lord, the subjects were harrassed by his wicked
Réksasas greedy of human flesh, without his knowledge.

91. On hearing about it from me, he punished them all.
O excellent king, those of them who committed brutality in
the mainland were all turned into ghosts and spirits of defiled
activities and diet.

92-96. He told them further, ‘You will become afflicted
with hunger and thirst.’

He was then requested by all of them after bowing down
to him repeatedly, ‘O Lord, all of us have been cursed. Do this
favour to us (by condoning our crime).” On being asked by
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blesg you. Nor will I give you food. It was at the bidding of
Kudg§ that ye sinners have been restrained and punished by
me. He may be favourable disposed towards you.’

O King, for that purpose a messenger too has been sent to
you by that Raksasa (i.e. Vibhisana). What is proper may be
entirely pursued by you. To be sure, there is no need to tell
much. There cannot be any other devotee fully endowed with
devotion and power like this Vibhisana who is your devotee.

97. From now onwards the Raksasas will never roam about
on the mainland. They will desist from it undoubtedly at the
bidding of his. O king, be at ease.

98-99. With regard to the Lingas, O king, the Raksasa
submits: ‘O great king, I should not at all come here. At the
instance of Lord Rama, I have no power to step into Jarhbiidvipa.
Whatever duty I may have to perform, whether divine or
human, I shall do it staying here alone even if it be very difficult.’

100. For that purpose, O great king, a human being, a
worshipper of the deity Ramesvara, has been sent as his mes-
senger. Do meet him.”

101. Then at his bidding, the messenger sent by the leader
of the Raksasas came there along with tributes and presents
of various kinds.

102. For the king thirteen Prastha-fuls of pearls each of
the size of a Dhatri (Indian gooseberry) fruit were brought by him.

103. O excellent Brahmanas, sixteen Dronas of lapis lazuli,
emerald and other jewels of excellent quality and devoid of
blemishes were also brought.

104. There were numerous garments of divine quality brought
which were pure like fire, and gold of the finest purity with-
out any limit.

105. The messenger displayed all these to the noble-souled
Kusa, O Brahmanas. He circumambulated him and then bowed
down to him.

106. “O tiger among kings, Vibhisana, the eminent Raksasa
bows down to you with devotion. He speaks to you through
my mouth:

107-109. ‘O king, thanks to your father, everything is quite
all right in my kingdom. [ abide here worshipping every day
the deity Hara installed by your father.

theg thus, he said, ‘O base Raksasas, I will not condone and
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O king, whatever has been committed atrociously on the
earth (i.e. the mainland) by those wicked-souled ones unknown
to me, may be excused.

On account of you, O Lord, these Raksasas have been cursed
by me. Assign the diet unto them who are in the form ghosts
and spirits.”

-

Kusa said:

110. At my bidding let them (ghosts and spirits) come
here and fill all the Lingas assiduously with dust particles all
round.

111. Thereafter, I shall tell you what could be their food
on the earth (mainland ). Listen carefully, O worshipper of the
deity (priest). '

112. Always, when the Sun enters Libra, they must come
over to the earth (mainland) and divert themselves earnestly
until the Sun is seen to enter Scorpio.

113-114. If during the Pretapaksa (dark half of Bhadra-
pada) or during the period of Sun's transit in Virgo as well as
Libra, it is my command that those Raksasas should assume
the form of fever and infest their bodies. Undoubtedly they
can feed on them in diverse ways for the period of a month.

115. If people offer anything without resorting to the proper
procedure, or if they eat anything in that manner or if Sraddha
is offered and partaken of in this manner, the Raksasas should
always infest them in the form of Jvara (fever).

116. All the ghosts and spirits should be told of my words
entirely. Let them come here in the month of Karttika and do
as per my words.

117-119. Further, O messenger, Vibhisana should be told
by you these words of mine: ‘Inadvertently I spoke very harsh
words to you. O highly esteemed one, I know (hope) that you
are unperturbed thereby. On seeing the people suffer those
words were blurted out by me.

Since you, the king of Raksasas, continue to stay on the
earth I feel that my father R¥fma, the foremost among those
who wield weapons, also continues to live.’

120. After saying thus the descendant of Raghu honoured

the messenger with various kinds of clothes and different kinds
of jewels taken from rivers.
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1'%. For Vibhisana also, Raghava sent many things which
werg ready at hand there as presents.
Suta' said:

122. Similarly, the king made all excellent Brahmanas happy
and comfortable and gave them all those pearls etc.

123-124. Whatever came as present from Lanka was given
to them. Documentary charters etc. were presented along with
elephants and horses. Towns of wonderful features, villages
and cities were gifted away. Whoever asked for anything was
given the same immediately.

125-126. The deities of Kuse§vara and Lavesvara were in-
stalled. Those two brothers hailing from the family of Raghu
dedicated themselves to the leading Brahmanas and made pro-
vision for their proper subsistence. With full satisfaction they
(both) returned to the city of Ayodhya.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIVE
Removal of the Raksasa Lingas

Stita said:

1. Then, O excellent Brahmanas, as the Lord of the day
(Sun) entered the zodiac of Libra, the ghosts filled the ground
where the Lingas had been installed.

2.  Whatever was there, namely the original Tirtha, the
shrine etc. was completely filled with dust particles by those
ghosts and spirits.

3.  As those Lingas disappeared, O excellent Brahmanas,
there was peace and welfare everywhere in the holy spot and
also to other people.

4. Once upon a time, when there was change of the Yuga,
King Brhadasva came there from the Salva land (south of
Kuruksetra).

5. On seeing the extensive ground, O excellent Brahmanas,
devoid of palaces, shrines, he became inclined to erect pal-
aces.
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6. He summoned many thousands of artisans and crafts-
men. He dug up to explore that extensive plot of land from
below. ,

7.  As the ground was being dug up, all those numerous
four-faced Lingas come into view.

8. Thereupon, after seeing the ground fully covered with
the Lingas, the king as well as the artisans met with their
death instantly.

9.  Ever since then, out of fear, no man.erects palaces or
digs lake or well there.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIX
Greatness of the Vanished Tirthas

The sages said:

1-2. Do tell us what those Lingas (Tirthas) were that van-
ished when the ground was filled with dust-particles by those
spirits and ghosts.

Sita said:

Innumerable Tirthas and Lingas got vanished there, O
Brahmanas. I shall describe them in the order of their impor-
tance. Listen and understand.

3.  What is remembered as Cakra Tirtha vanished. It was
there that the discus was placed formerly by Visnu, the all-
powerful god.

4. Another Tirtha that got lost was Matr Tirtha that be-
stows all desired things on men. It was there that the Divine
Mothers were established by Karttikeya.

5. There was another excellent Linga of the saintly king
Mucukunda that got vanished there as well as that of King
Sagara.

6-7a. (Lingas installed by the following persons were lost:)
Lingas of (i.e. installed by) lksvaku, Vasusena, the noble-souled
Kakutstha, Aila (Purturavas), Moon-god (Candradeva), the
pious-minded Kasiraja, Agnivesa, Raibhya, Cyavana and Bhrgu.
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7%: The hermitage of Yajfiavalkya got submerged (bur-
ied); #o also the penance-groves of the great sage Harita, the

nob]dﬁssouled Haryasva, Kutsa, Vasistha, Narada and Trita.

9-10a. The Lingas installed by many of the wives of these
sages got vanished, such as those installed by Katyayani, Sandili,
and Maitreyl and many other saintly wives whose number
cannot be reckoned.

10b-11. When the ground was being filled with dust par-
ticles by those Raksasas who became ghosts and spirits, a
miracle occurred there. O excellent Brahmanas, I shall narrate
it to you . You must listen with concentration.

12.'  On seeing the shower of dust particles let down by
the spirits all round, gusts of winds were let loose by the
group of Matrs (Mother-goddesses).

13. The shower of dust particles was suppressed (blown
away) all round externally by the wind and the shower of
dust never reached the ground nor was anything buried.

14. The spirits and ghosts became dejected. They lost their
hopes for filling up. So they went to King Kus$a and lamented:

15-16. “O king, we created a downpour of dust particles
there but it is being blown away in a hundred ways by the
gusts of wind let loose by the Matrs.

O king, you should consider the means of restraining them,
so that we can fill the ground all round with dust particles.”

17.  On hearing their words, King Kusa went to that holy
spot, O excellent Brahmanas, and propitiated Rudra.

18. At the end of a year thereafter, Lord Hara became
pleased with him and said, “Request for anything that has
been desired in your mind.”

Kusa said:

19. Kindly see that, with your favour, the plot of land is
covered soon by the dust particles poured by these ghosts.
20. O Lord, the group of ghosts was directed by me to fill
it up. Since it is being guarded by the Matrs it cannot be filled.
21. Further, O Lord, there are Lingas there installed with
the Mangras of the Raksasas. By the contact or sight (i.e. by

1. Numeral 10 is assigned to two verses in the printed text. The mistake
is correctéd in numbering the translated verses.
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touching or seeing them) thereof, destruction of the people
may take place.

22. There is the just fear as laid down in the scriptures
that Lingas should not be moved. We do not have recourse
to anything else at all such as uprooting them (Lingas) etc.

23. Hence, O excellent one among Suras, let a way be
adopted to ensure that there is no destruction of the Brahmanas
and the sages brought about by the Lingas.

24-25. Then Lord Rudra summoned the Matrs and said:
“Let the spot where you all are stationed be vacated. There,
at the bidding of Kusa and for the benefit of all the worlds,
the ghosts and spirits free from worry will shower dust par-
ticles day and night.”

The Matrs said:

26. O Bull-emblemed One, at your bidding we shall va-
cate this spot. But show us some other similar spot (to stay).

27. We would rather stay in this same holy spot created
by Skanda by whom we have been installed and directed,
“You must all stay here always.”

28-30. Then the Lord said: “I shall grant you all severally
a spot more auspicious and greater than this spot. O highly
esteemed ones, | have already in my possession sixty-eight
holy spots where [ am always present. All of you, at my bidding,
shall divide yourselves into sixty-eight separate groups and
stay there. You will all get honoured adoration.”

31-32.  On hearing the words of that Lord the Matrs were
delighted. They left the spot established by Skanda. They divided
themselves into sixty-eight separate groups and settled in the
sixty-eight holy spots forever.

33. The entire terrestrial region abandoned by them was
filled with dust-particles by, the spirits and ghosts working
energetically day and night.

34. After granting him the boon thus, the Bull-vehicled
Lord left, O Brahmanas, along with all the Ganas.

35. Praised by all the Brahmanas and ascetics Kusa ac-
cepted their benedictions and went from there to the city of
Ayodhya.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



426 Skanda Purdna
CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SEVEN

Installation of Citrasarma Linga

The sages said:

1-2. O Satanandana, it has been mentioned by you that
sixty-eight holy spots of the Lord of Devas were established
there. How were they installed? Do describe them completely.
We are greatly interested therein.

Siuta said:

It is a very difficult question that you have put to me. Still
I shall describe it after duly bowing down to the Pinaka-bear-
ing Lord.

3. Formerly, there was an excellent Brahmana in the city
of Camatkara here. He hailed from the family (Gotra) of Vatsa.
The name of this highly renowned one was Citrasarma.

4. He thought: ‘There is Hatakesvara in Patala. I shall bring
it here and devoutly worship it day and night.’

5. After resolving thus, he began to perform a penance
later. Controlling himself and restricting his diet he reached
the highest point of the penance.

6. Only after a long time, O excellent Brahmanas, Lord
Sambhu was pleased with him. He spoke to him courteously:

7-8. “O eminent Brahmana, request for a boon—whatever
may be in your mind. Undoubtedly I shall gladly grant you
(even) the kingdom of the three worlds. Hence, request for
that which has been always lurking in your mind, even if it
be very difficult to be obtained by all the human beings and
all the Devas in particular.”

Citrasarman said:

9. O Lord, if you are pleased with me, if you wish to
grant me a boon, O Lord of Suras, come here from Patala in
the form of Linga.

10. May that Linga named Hatake$vara which was installed
by Brahma and is stationed in Patala, come here quickly.

Sri Bhagavan said:
11. O excellent Brahmana, all the Lingas in all the places
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are never to be shifted and disturbed. It is all the more so in
the case of the primordial one installed by Brahma himself.

12. Hence, O excellent Brahmana, install that Linga of gold
thereof. It will become well-known in the world by the name
Hatake$vara.

13-14. A man endowed with devotion -who worshlps it
on a Monday or on the fourteenth lunar day in the bright half,
O Brahmana, shall obtain through that adoration the benefit
of worshipping the primordial Linga as well.

After saying thus, the Lord vanished from there.

15. Citrasarman erected a very charming palace-like shrine
and devoutly installed a gold Linga there.

16. He performed its worship everyday in the manner en-
joined in the scriptures. Thereupon, O Brahmanas, that Linga
there became well-known in all the three worlds.

17-18a. Thereafter, people from far-off places came there
and began to worship it. A great rivalry born of jealousy arose
in those Brahmanas of better qualities who were present there.
On noticing the activities of Citrasarman, they thought:

18b-24. ‘All of us are endowed with good qualities and are
born in this same place. But (this Brahmana) though devoid
of good qualities has become famous in all the three worlds
by propitiating Hara. Therefore, we shall also propitiate Hara
for that purpose so that we may have equality with him.

The holy spots of the Trident-bearing Lord in the world are
remembered to be sixty-eight in number and Paramesvara shows
his presence there thrice a day.

The number of our Gotras staying here is also sixty-eight
having common characteristics with this man of foolish mind.

After propitiating the Three-eyed Lord, the Linga stationed
in Patala has been brought by him.

In the same manner, all of us should propitiate Mahesvara
by the power of penance and bring all the Lingas of the holy
spots.

Sankara will bring them unto the people of all the Gotras
and decide which Gotra should be connected with which holy
spot. Other things also shall occur as he pleases.’

25. Then all the excellent Brahmanas happily performed
penance difficult to be performed by all the creatures.
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26 I'hey performed the penance along with Japa, Homa, ob-
serv of fast and restraints of different kinds, oblations, ado-
ration, offerings of presents, holy ablution, Dana, and other things.

27." They installed a Linga of the Lord which became well-
known by the name Dvijesvara in a lofty palace comparable
to a mountain.

28. They abandoned all their domestic activities and even
sacrificial rites as well as everyday duties for the sake of mun-
dane existence and continued to propitiate Mahe$vara.

29. Although he was propitiated thus, O Brahmanas,
Parames$vara did not become pleased. He never attained the
highest satisfaction.

30. When they never got any benefit even at the end of
a thousand years of their propitiation of Mahes$vara, all of
them became angry.

31-33. “O Trident-bearing One, you became very pleased
in a very short time with this utter fool Citrasarman. Still, O
Paramesvara, we have not been taken into account though we
have been worshipping Sankara ever since our childhood and
we have grown very old now. Hence all of us should enter
fire and immolate ourselves. This is the conclusion we have
arrived at. We will do it in front of you.”

34. Then all those excellent Brahmanas brought fuel. Medi-
tating upon I§vara they prepared many funeral pyres.

35-36. They performed all the rites in accordance with
the scriptural injunctions such as holy bath, Dana etc., and
kindled the holy fire. Thereafter, all those Brahmanas were
about to jump into the fire along with their sons, when the
Lord who was pleased, granted them his vision.

37. He laughed boisterously and told all those excellent
Brahmanas in a tone as majestic as that of a rumbling cloud.
Thereby he seemed to resuscitate them from death:

38-39. “O tigers among Brahmanas, do not commit this
rash act. I am particularly pleased. At my instance, you ought
not to do so. Tell me what has been cherished within your
heart so that I can grant it and go back to my own world.”

The Brah?mnas said:

40.” O most excellent one among Suras, the sixty-eight holy
spats in this gacred region near this city are glorified by people
ﬁe most blessed.
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41. O excellent one among Suras, let thoge primordial Lingas
be in contact with this holy spot, so that all our indignation
may become quelled.

42. Though this fellow is devoid of good qualities he vies
with all of us, thanks to the power of your Linga Hence do
like this.

Suta said:

43. In the meantime, the Brahmana Citraarman came to
know that Mahes$vara was about to grant the boon. Therefore,
he said to Mahesvara out of envious rivalry:

Citrasarman said:

44-46. These Brahmanas are arrogant due to their good
qualities alone, O Lord of Devas. After performing a great
penance they became inclined to abandon their life. Thus, you
are propitiated by them. They want only to vie with me. So,
O Lord of Suras, nothing should be given to them. If you set
me aside and grant them their desire, I will fall into the fire
along with these sons and wife, within your sight (presence).
So do what is proper.

Suta said:

47-52.  On hearing his words the Moon-crested Lord thought
thus in his mind: ‘What shall be the proper thing to do here?
These tigers among Brahmanas will perish on my account. This
excellent Brahmana also who is on a par with the Ganas and who
has achieved everything (may perish). Hence happiness should
be provided to both by me, particularly to these Brahmanas who
reside here. I have always been thinking that all my holy spots
should be brought by me in one place. The period of Kali age
will be very terrible when holy spots and Tirthas on the earth
will perish. All the good Tirthas have resorted to this holy spot
out of the fear thereof. I shall bring all my Ksetras also here.’

53. Then Mahesvara said to Citrasarman: “Listen to my
words and later act accordingly.

54. O excellent Brahmana, let all my holy spots come here
and let the Brahmanas become delighted.
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5 :? If you abide by my advice and abandon your rivalry
with jthe other Brahmanas, O highly intelligent one, I shall
make your efficiency too very excellent.

56. Although the order of your Gotra as mentioned in the
Vedas is the fourth, yet all those Brahmanas will proclaim it
as the first.

57. Further, O Brahmanas, 1 shall bestow another honour
on you. Undoubtedly you shall have sons, grandsons etc. as
long as the moon and the sun shine.

58-59. There will be sons and grandsons and others in
your family. When the rites of Srdddha or Tarpana are per-
formed in accordance with the injunctions, the names of the
members of the Gotra of the first one named Vatsa and later
those of others will he remembered with devotion.

60. Then only they will offer the libations to the Pitrs and
the grandfathers and others, including relatives, friends and
allies.

61. In your family, if the members are deluded and offer
libations without (uttering) your name, to the Pitrs, those li-
bations will be fruitless.

62. That will'be the case in regard to Sraddha, Dana and
Tarpana performed by you. So give up your arrogance and
simply propitiate me.”

63-64. Though, he was already a Siddha, Siva informed
him that he would attain the highest Siddhi of a permanent
nature.

After saying thus to the Brahmanas and making him first
though he was as yet last, the Lord said to those Brahmanas:
“May the palace (shrine of Siva) be built now. With each of
the Gotras kept in view, the excellent Linga has to be in-
stalled, O Brahmanas, so that my passing into them shall take
place.”

65. Then those Brahmanas carefully chose the portions of
the ground pleasing to the mind and joyously erected the
palaces.

66. The palaces numbering sixty-eight were comparable
to the peaks of Kailasa. They installed different kinds of Lingas
in them. They named them the same as before in the different
holy spots.

67. After a lapse of some time, the Three-eyed Lord was

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



V1.107.68-77 431

propitiated after the installation of the Lifgas by means of the
power of penance. After some time, the Three-eyed: Lord granted
them vision and spoke these sweet words:

Sri Bhagavan said:

68. O leading Brahmanas, I am much pleased with you all
today. Everything that has to be done in regard to me has
been done by you.

69. Our Lingas and holy spots (have been changed) due
to the fear of Kali age. So you are worthy of my commenda-
tion. This would not have been possible through others.

70. Hence, let the excellent Brahmanas request for what-
ever has been cherished in the mind quickly so that I can
immediately grant them even if they happen to be rare.

The Braluimanas said:

71-72. O Lord, if you are pleased with us, O Lord of
Suras, our names should always be uttered in all the Sraddha
rites in the same way as in the case of Citrasarman who has
been made first though he was the last before. This may be
done so that we can be on a par with that CitraSarman.

Sri Bhagavan said:

73.74.  If some young men endowed with the knowledge
of scriptures were to come under your control, if they are
masters of the Vedic lore, bring them up with the title of
“Amusyayana” (descendant of an illustrious family). They will
be the permanent residents of the holy spot and they will
perform the Sraddha perpetually.

75. After saying this, the Lord of Devas vanished. Those
Brahmanas were very highly pleased and established them-
selves in that holy spot.

76. Thus, O leading Brahrhanas, all the holy spots and
shrines which were afraid of (i.e. in danger of the influence
of) Kali age live there permanently.

77. Thus those Brahmanas attained Siddhi by the adora-
tion of I$vara. They became well-known in all the worlds as
the perpetual performers of Sraddha.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED EIGHT

The Astasasti Tirthas!

The sages said:

1-2. O Sautaja, you said that the holy spots numbered sixty-
eight. Do narrate and enumerate them mentioning their names.
Further, you do describe all the other holy spots and Tirthas
situated on the earth. We are very much eager to listen about
them.

Sita said:

3-5. O excellent Brahmanas, the Tirthas that you asked me
about and which number sixty-eight, and other holy spots
that are situated on the earth were afraid of Kali age and had
entered Rasatala.

O tigers among sages, this Kali yuga is so very sinful. This
very same question was put to Paramesvara by Parvati for-
merly. O Brahmanas, for the sake of pilgrimage, you are now
asking me about them.

6. Formerly, Lord Mahesvara was seated on the peak of
Kailasa along with all the groups of the Ganas. He was occu-
pying an excellent seat.

7. The Amaras (Devas) had come for making obeisance to
the Lord, O leading Brahmanas, and when all nf them had
gone back to heaven, the goddess who had occupied half the
seat, spoke these words:

The Devi said:

8. O Mahadeva, O Lord of Devas whose crest-jewel has
been washed by Ganga, do tell me the greatness of the Tirthas
if you consider me your beloved.

9. The number of the Tirthas on the earth is thirty-five
million. Do enumerate them along with their names now:

10. O Lord, O Lord of Devas, do describe the many Tirthas
and holy places to me in a manner easily understood by

1." Chapters 108-110 enumerate the 68 Tirthas, their locations and names
of Siva associated with them. Hatake$vara is the best Tirtha.
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embodied beings. By glorifying all the Tirthas great merit is
obtained.

I$vara said:

11. O beautiful lady, the word Tirtha refers to all the righ-
teous rites and all the virtuous holy spots. Do listen with
mental concentration.

12. Mother is a Tirtha; father is a Tirtha; association with
good men is Tirtha; so is thinking of doing righteous things
and also observing restraints and abstentions.

13. So also are the meritorious stories of the celestial sages,
the place of resort of excellent sages and Devas too, O My
beloved beautiful lady.

14. If parts of lands are holy, they are glorified as T‘rtha
By seeing them, by remembering them and by taking bath in
them, all the creatures are liberated from sins arising from
hundreds of births.

15. Further, all sinners, all those who commit breach of
trust, shall become rid of them by bathing in the Tirthas.

16. So also, O lady beautiful in every limb, all the sins
perish. Even if the embodied beings incur sins by slaying a
Brahmana, those sins undoubtedly get destroyed by the con-
tact of the Tirthas.

17. Formerly, the skull of Brahma got stuck up to my hand.
By contact with Tirthas and by taking bath in them it dropped
off.

18. In view of this, all should take their holy bath in all
the Tirthas and shrines with the mind fully endowed with
devotion, without being diverted to other things.

19. By means of this holy bath, all men attain the benefit
thereof. O large-eyed one, my place of resort is destructive
of all sins. It bestows all cherished things equally on men and
women.

20. O goddess, this has always been maintained as the
greatest secret. It has not been mentioned to anyone by 'me,
not even to Devendra who had enquired about it.

21. O fair lady of excellent countenance, it is being men-
tioned to you because of your being my beloved. The sixty-
eight Tirthas should be frequented by men with adequate de-
votion.
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22.  All these are my resorts and they destroy sins. O beautiful
lady, by my power they bestow desired things undoubtedly.

23-24. Whatever may be the desire cherished in the heart,
a man shall take his holy bath in the Tirtha and then worship
Mahesvara. If Hari is worshipped by men while thinking of
one's meritorious deeds, O excellent lady, men are rid of their
sins incurred earlier merely by remembering them, let alone
their direct sight and touch.

25. O beautiful lady, these Devas beginning with Sakra,
and Narada and others have attained heaven by worshipping
me.
26. 1 shall mention them severally and in detail. With the
mind in concentration, O goddess of Devas, listen to them by
their names:

List of Tirthas:

27. Varanasi, Prayaga, Naimisa the next one, the highly
meritorious Gayasiras, the sacred Kurujangala,

28. Prabhasa, Puskara, Visvesvara, Atthasa!, Mahendra,
Ujjayini,

29. Marukoti, Sankukarna?, Gokarna the excellent holy spot,
Rudrakoti®, Sthalesa, Harsita and Vrsabhadhvaja,

30. The holy spot Kedara, the holy spot Madhyamakesvara®,
the holy spot Sahasraksa and the other one Karttikesvara,

31. Inthe same way, Vastramarga®, Kanakhala, Bhadrakarna,
the famous holy spot named Dandaka,

32. The holy spot called Tridanda and also Krmijangala,
the holy spot Ekamra®, the holy spot Chagalaka,

33. O goddess of Devas, then the holy spot Kalifijjara’ and
the other one Mandalesvara, Kasmira, Marukesa, the splendid
Hariscandra,

34. Purascandra, Vames$a, Kukkute§vara, Bhasmagatra,
Omkara, Trisandhya and Viraja,

Atthasa: in Birbhum Dist. of Bengal, a Sakti Pitha.

Sankukarna: the southern portion of Banaras (De 177)
Rudrakoti : on the Narmada near its source (De 171)
Mﬁdhyamakesvara: A sacred Saiva place on Manddkini (De 116)
Vastramdrga: Region round Girnar.

Ekdmra: Siva Kifici, Tamilnadu.

Kilifijara: in Bundelkhand, Madhya Pradesh.

NN
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35. Arke$vara, Nepdla, Duskarna, Karaviraka', Jigesvara
and then, O goddess, the excellent mountain Srifaila, _

36. Ayodhya, Patala, the great Karohana?, the meritorious
river Devika®, Bhairava and Purvasagara (eastern ocean in
Bay of Bengal),

37. Saptagodavari Tirtha (seven mouths of Godavari
joining the sea) is also cited, then Nirmale$a, the splendid
Karnikara,

38. Kailasa, Jahnavitira, Jalalinga, Vadava, Badari, Tirthavarya
and also Kotitirtha,

39. Vindhyacala, Hemakiita, Gandhamadana, the holy spot
Lingesvara, and then Lankadvara,

40. Nalesvara, Madhyesa, Kedara, Rudrajdlaka, what is
named Suvarna and the other one, O lady of beautiful thighs,
Sastikapatha.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED NINE
Greatness of Astasasti Tirthas

[$vara said:

1. O lady of excellent countenance, thus everything that
I have been asked, has been narrated to you. This group of
Tirthas is the essence of all the Tirthas.

2. O lady of great beauty, I abide in all these Tirthas by
my name. So also in the other Tirthas for the benefit of Devas.

3. A man who takes his holy bath in all these Tirthas,
visits me, and glorifies me with eulogies addressed to me by
name shall certainly attain salvation.

Sri Devi said:

.4. OLord, what is the name whereby you should be glorified
in a specific holy spot? If I am your beloved, O Lord, say this fully.

1. Karaviraka: Kolhapur, Maharashtra.

2. Karohana: Karwan in Baroda District, Gujarat, It was the native place
_of Nakulia, the founder of Pasupata Sect.

3. Devika: southern portion of Saraya in Oudh, Uttar Pradesh.
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ILis% of Ksetras and Names of Siva associated with each']
Isvagg said:

5. Mahadeva (is the name) in Varanasi; Mahe$vara in
Prayaga; Devadeva in Naimisa; and Prapitaimaha in Gaya.

6. They know that it is Sthanu in Kuruksetra; Sasisekhara
in Prabhasa; Ajagandhi in Puskara, and Visva in Vi§ves$vara.

7-8. Mahanada in Attahasa; Mahavrata in Mahendra;
Mahakala in Ujjayini; Mahotkata in Marukota; Mahateja in
Sankukarna; Mahabala in Gokarna; Mahayoga in Rudrakoti
and Mahalinga in Sthalesvara.

9. Harsa in Harsita; Vrsabha in Vrsabhadhvaja; I$ana in
Kedara; and Sarva in Madhyamakesvara.

10. Suparnaksa in Sahasraksa; Sustiksma in Karttikesvara;
Bhava in Vastrapatha, O goddess; and Ugra in Kanakhala.

11. Siva in Bhadrakarna; Dandin in Dandaka; Urdhvareta
in Tridanda; Candisa in Krmijafigala.

12. Krttivasa in Ekamra and Kapardin in Chagaleya.
Nilakantha in Kalifijara and Srikantha in Mandales$vara.

13. Vijaya in Kasmira; Jayanta in Maruke§vara; Hara in
Harigcandra and Sankara in Purascandra.

14. It should be known that Jati is the name in Vamesvara
and Saumya in Kukkutesvara; Bhiitesvara in Bhasmagatra and
Amarakantaka in Omkara.

15. Tryambaka in Trisandhya; Trilocana in Viraja; Dipta
should be known as the name in Arkesvara; and Pasupalaka
in Nepala.

16. Yamalinga in Duskarna; Kapalin in Karaviraka; Tristlin
in Jagesvara; and Tripurantaka in Srisaila.

17. Rohana in Ayodhya; and Hatakesvara in Patala; Nakulisa
in Karohana; and Umapati in Devika.

18. Bhairavakara in Bhairava; Amara in Pirvasagara; Bhima
in Saptagodavara and Svayambhu in Nirmalesvara;

19. Ganadhyaksa in Karnikara; Ganadhipa in Kailasa;
Himasthana in Gangadvara; and Jalapriya in Jalalinga.

20. Anala in Vadava Agni; and Bhima in Badarikdsrama;
Koti§vara in Srestha and Varaha in Vindhya Parvata.

1. After giving the list of 68 Tirthas, this chapter gives the different names
of Siva agsociated with each.
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21. Virupaksa in Hemakiita; Bhirbhuva in Gandhaméadana;
Varada in Lingesvara and Narantaka in Lanka.

22. Thus, O goddess, the sixty-eight of them have been
specifically enumerated to you. It is destructive of all the sins
in the case of those who read or listen to them.

23. Hence, all clever (sensible) persons should assiduously
glorify these names three times a day. They should remain
pure. Especially those with the initiation in Saiva doctrines
should recite these. .

24. O excellent lady, if these names are kept written in the
house, no defect arising from spirits and ghosts can happen
in that house.

25. O lady of excellent countenance, there shall be no fear
of ailments, serpents, thieves or others such as kings at’any
time or any place.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TEN
Greatness of Sixty-eight Tirthas

Sri DevT said:

1-2. O most excellent one among Suras, men on the earth
are not able at all to take their baths in these Tirthas even if
they be long-lived. Hence tell me the most important ones out
of these Tirthas so that a man taking his holy bath in them
perfectly can attain the benefit of all of them.

I$vara said:

3. O fair lady, among these, eight Tirthas are the most
excellent ones. If people take their bath in them, they will
attain the benefit of all.

4. They are: Naimisa, Kedara, Puskara, Krmi (Kuru?)-
Jangala, Varanasi, Kuruksetra, Prabhasa and Hatakesvara.

5. One who takes his holy bath in all these eight per-
fectly and faithfully gets the benefit of taking the holy bath
in all the sixty-eight Tirthas. The truth has been mentioned by
me.
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Sri ;?evi said:

6. O Mahadeva, holy bath in Kali age will take place
with very great difficulty. Hence tell me the most important
Tirtha from among these.

7. O Three-eyed Lord of Devas, if I am your favourite,
devout beloved behaving in accordance with your mental in-
clination, mention the most important of all these eight.

I$vara said:

8. O goddess of Devas, that holy spot named Hatakesvara
is the most excellent of all these eight Tirthas.

9. At my bidding, all the holy places are present here. So
also the other Tirthas even when Kali age has arrived.

10. Hence, with all efforts that holy spot should be re-
sorted to by men who wish for salvation. The truth has been
said by me.

Sitta said:

11. Thus, O excellent Brahmanas, everything connected with
the sixty-eight Ksetras along with the names and the deities
has been narrated to you.

12-13.  This is the secret narrated to Parvati by the Lord.
I have joyously detailed them to you entirely. He who reads
this and listens to this with devotion regarding the sixty-eight
Ksetras attains the merit of bath therein.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN
Lamentation of the King of Anarta

The sages said:

1-4. O Sutaja, mention in detail all the Gotras of those
Brahmanas by whom the Sivaksetras were brought and which
holy spot was brought by which Brahmana of which Gotra,
thanks to the favour of Sankara, at the advent of that Kali age.

How many Gotras were established in the excellent city of
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Camatkara by the highly devout (King as) Anarta? Earlier,
you had mentioned that the city was built and bequeathed to
Brahmanas; but you had not mentioned their number. So do
tell us now.

Suta said:

5.  Advice was imparted earlier by seventy-two leading
sages. Formerly, the Lord of Anarta was afflicted by the dis-
ease of leprosy. He hurriedly went to the Sanikha Tirtha and
had his holy bath.

6. Thereby, the leprosy of the king was instantly cured
and disappeared, thanks to the greatness of that Tirtha, though
he had been dejected with the condition of his body at first.

7.  When he was rid of the disease, he became extremely
delighted. He bowed down to the excellent sages repeatedly
and said:

8-9. “O excellent Brahmanas tell me what appeals to you
and how much thereof. Is it gold? Or an elephant? Or a horse?
Or my entire kingdom? Or any other thing? I shall give them
unto you. I am in a wretched plight. I am bowing down to
you. May I be favoured.”

The Brahmanas said:

10. We are Brahmanas of the third stage (Vanaprastha) of
life with non-acceptance of gifts as our virtue. We are those
who wash off immediately (i.e. who spend money on sacred
rites without hoarding it). Of what avail to us are riches and
kingdom?

The king said:

11. One who does not help others in return after being
helped by them is a sinner. He is called ungrateful.

12. Expiation has been enjoined by learned men for a
Brahmana-slayer, an imbiber of liquor, a thief, a rogue who
violates solemn vows etc. But there is no rite of atonement for
an ungrateful one.

13. Hence, O excellent Brahmanas, be pleased with me
and tell me something whereby I shall be free from indebted-
ness and my life will be a good one.
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o
The sages said:

# 14. O highly esteemed one, it is indeed true that there is
fib rite of atonement for the ungrateful. But the defect is only
there where the donor is one having some desire.

15. O leading king, if one who has no desire is the person
who renders help, there is not the slighest defect.

16. Hence, do go and protect your kingdom according to
Dharma, whereby there shall be happiness in this world as
well as in the other world.

17. Thus a thousand times the Brahmanas refused to ac-
cept anything from the king. He bowed down to them repeat-
edly and went to his abode with great difficulty.

18. With great delight, he installed a fascinating idol of
Mahesvara after reaching his place. He performed adoration
along with observance of Jagarana (keeping awake at night)
with songs, dances and instrumental music. After duly de-
stroying the enemies, he ruled the kingdom.

19. Day and night, he used to think about those Brahmanas:
‘How can | help in return those Brahmanas who gave me this
new, fresh body (free from illness)?’

20. All those excellent sages were endowed with the power
of moving through the sky, due to their penance. They used
to go to different Tirthas with great devotion.

21. They used to perform the rites of holy bath, Japa and
Tarpana (libation unto the Pitrs) in those places and later they
came back to their hermitages and continued their earthly
sustenance.

22-24. A few of those Brahmanas carried on their daily
rites there itself. Others went to far-off Tirthas. After visiting
those charming places and spending there a night or two they
used to return home. A few others returned within three days.

(They visited) Varanasi, Prayaga, Puskara, Naimisa, Prabhasa
and Kedara. They never desired to stay in any other holy place.

25-26. Once all those excellent Brahmanas resolved to take
their holy bath in the three Puskaras at the time of the Karttiki
festival day. They decided: “We shall stay there for five nights
with mental concentration and purity. The protection of our
wives shall be done by the sacred fires within our homes.”

27. When those excellent Brahmanas went thus with such
a decision, the king came to know that no one stayed behind.
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28-34. The king came to know that no one ampng those
leading sages, the residents of the hermitages in the excellent
Tirtha, stayed behind.

There was a lady with the countenance resembling the disc
of the moon. She was well-known as Damayanti (One of his
queens evidently). He said to her thus in secret: “O lady of
charming smiles, do go now at my bidding to the holy spot
of Hatakesvara. The wives of the sages of purified souls live
there. Give them different kinds of ornaments as per their
desire (and liking). O lady of excellent hips, though I attempted
to tempt them many times, their husbands never accepted
presents from us. Women always think much of the orna-
ments. They always cherish a fancy and temptation for orna-
ments. Even if an ornament is made of clay, wood, thread,
wax or glass a woman eagerly wears it. This alone affords a
possibility of helping them. O lady of eyes like the petals of
a lotus, there is no other means at all.”

35. She said “So be it” and joyously went to that holy
place, taking with her different kinds of ornaments.

36-38. There were splendid earrings made of jewels and
pearls; necklaces shining like the moon and big anklets stud-
ded with Indranila and Mahanila (blue sapphires) and lapis
lazuli, rubies, diamonds etc., of great charm. There were bracelets,
bangles of divine exquisiteness resembling splendid rainbows.
There were gold threads and girdles of excellent quality.

39. On the auspicious day of Visnu's waking up (i.e. elev-
enth day in the bright half of the month of Karttika) she took
her holy bath in a tank and observed fast.

40. The huge mountain-like heap of the great ornaments
was placed on the bank. The lustre of those ornaments illu-
minated the entire firmament.

41. In the meantime wives of the sages came there in their
eagerness to know how the queen looked like and what or-
naments she wore.

42. They saw the beautiful queen adorned with divine
ornaments engaged in meditation. They thought thus:

43. ‘This queen is blessed. She is adorned with ornaments
thus. She is Damayanti of excellent beauty, marked with all
characteristic features.’

44, After concluding her meditation, Damayanti looked at
the saintly ladies (women-sages) and duly bowed down to them.
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48-46.  She spoke these charming, sweet words with palms
joimed in reverence: “On this day of Hari, I have taken the
holy bath and observed fast with the Garuda-emblemed Lord
in view. [ have set apart this collection of ornaments.

O saintly ladies, these ornaments of various kinds have
been given to you joyously by me. May you be pleased to
accept them. Let me be favoured thus.”

Then one of those ladies said:

47. This pearl necklace is mine. Give this to me. O beloved
wife of the king, I have no other desire.

48. The queen laughed loudly and washed her feet and
gave her the pearl necklace along with divine garments. The
pure pearls themselves weighed six Masas.

49. O excellent Brahmanas, the pearls shone like stars in
autumn.

Another Tapasi lady urged by rivalry requested for a pure
necklace of inestimable value and blameless lustre. It was highly
pleasing to the mind.

50. The queen took the necklace in the hand and gave it
to her. By that time, another lady eagerly longing for elegant
embellishments caught hold of the necklace.

51. Then, O Brahmanas, the remaining Tapasis too became
eager to seize the ornaments. They vied with one another in
seizing the ornaments themselves.

52. One lady seized the beautiful ornament in the hand of
another with force and attacked her.

53. As the Tapasis were continuously honoured with or-
naments, Damayanti’s joy rose in her heart.

54. She threw at them hundreds and thousands of orna-
ments. Still, O excellent Brahmanas, they were not satisfied.

55-56. The beloved queen of the king found the orna-
ments exhausted. She told all of them: “Be satisfied with this
much today. I shall undoubtedly bring other ornaments of
wonderful features and give them to you as you like.”

57. Then all of them said: “O beloved wife of the king, do
go. Come again taking more ornaments.”

58. On being told thus, O excellent Brahmanas, the be-
loved wife of the king bowed down to them and joyously
went to her city quickly.
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59. The Tapasis too went to their abodes and vied with
one another in openly displaying and wearing the different
kinds of clothes and ornaments on their bodies.

60. With the exception of four Tapasis of solemn vows
and restraints, all the others accepted these embellishments
and ornaments as they pleased.

61-63. Then the day dawned and the pure disc of the sun
rose up. The queen brought further collections of ornaments
and garments. She gave them to the Tapasis and they ac-
cepted them as before. Thus with great devotion she contin-
ued to offer the gifts daily for five days. The beloved wives
of the sages became satisfied. Making the gifts with sincere
devotion, the queen did not rest satisfied.

64. Then she heard that four lady sages (Tapasis) still con-
tinued to wear bark garments or antelope skins. They were
without any desire and they did not come to her (for any sort
of present). Nor did they appear to be jealous of the other
Tapasis who were well-adorned.

65-66. Thereupon, the queen of blameless quahtles took
with her very valuable ornaments on the Paficami (fifth) day
and hurriedly went to them. She said to them all: “May you
be pleased. May these ornaments be received for the sake of
adorning yourselves.”

The Tapasis said:

67. We have nothing to do with the ornaments. We con-
sider ourselves well adorned with our own bark garments.
You may go back to your own mansion. Let everything be
given to those who seek.

68. Even as they were talking to her thus, the excellent
Brahmanas, the four husbands, came there.

69. They were Sunahsepa, Sakreya, Bauddha and the fourth
one Danta. All these four came to their hermitage by the aerial

ath. .

P 70-71.  All the rest (of the sages) lost their capacity to move
through the air and had to resort to the paths on the ground.

They found their hermitages were a mockery of their former
ones, desecrated due to ornaments.
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Théy said: “What is this? What is this? Our saintly wives
have '}ﬁ’een deceived by the offer of garments and ornaments.
Who fs that sinner by whom this hermitage of ours has been
made‘a mockery by offering ornaments and garments to the
saintly wives?”

Their wives said:

72. That woman who is the wife of King Camatkara was
present here. Ornaments were given to everyone by her.

73. The beloved queen of the king was here in our houses
also in order to give ornaments thus. But that was rejected by
us.

Siita said:

74. On hearing those words, all of them became extremely
angry. By way of giving curses to the King's wife, they said
thus repeatedly:

75-77.  “Osinful woman, seventy-two of us went to Puskara
for taking the holy bath on the Karttiki day with the speed of
mind and wind, by the aerial path.”

Only four have come back, those whose wives did not accept
the gifts at all, of the silly woman, the wife of the king.

Since this hermitage of the sages has beeen deceitfully des-
ecrated you shall be transformed into the ugly shape of a
rock.”!

78. At the very instant, she was turned into a rock. Imme-
diately, after the utterance of the sages, she became motion-
less.

79. Thereupon all her attendants became extremely dis-
tressed. With their eyes filled with tears in their wretched
state, they set off towards their city.

80. O excellent Brahmanas, they told the king the entire
report about the curse of Queen Damayanti.

81. On hearing the details of the curse the king hurriedly
went to the forest to pacify the Brahmanas. He was in great
distress.

1. The curse is not justifiable. Damayanti obeyed her husband who wanted
to return the obligations of the sages.
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82-83. On coming to know that the king had arrived
there in order to pacify them in the matter concerning his
wife, all those four sages quickly went to Kuruksetra by the
aerial path taking their wives and the Agnihotra requisites
with them.

84. The king assiduously searched for the sages every-
where. He became tired and dejected in addition to his grief
at the plight of his wife.

85. Thereafter he went to that place where his queen was
present in the form of a rock. She was surrounded by the
groups of the Tapasis.

86. On seeing her in such a state, the king who had
been attended upon by all the servants repeatedly uttered
“Alas! Alas!” Ultimately, he fell down on the ground-and
swooned.

87. Water was sprinkled on him. With very great diffi-
culty he regained consciousness. Later he recollected the vari-
ous good qualities of his beloved and began to lament.

88-90. “Alas! my beloved with eyes resembling those of
a fawn! O lady of splendid countenance, by abandoning me,
your dear lover, you have put an end to my very life. Where
have you gone?

Hitherto you never took food until I had taken mine. You
never went to sleep until I did. You have never transgressed
my behests with misplaced haughtiness due to your conjugal
felicity.

I don't remember that any evil utterance was made by you
even in private, O lady of large eye. There is no question of
your doing so publicly during dinner or in the assembly?”

Sitta said:

91. In the meantime the ministers of the king heard that
he was in such a plight. They came to the place where the king
was piteously lamenting.

92. They enlightened and consoled him with detailed ac-
counts of ancient saintly kings facing calamities.

93. As the king heaved sighs like an elephant (or serpent)
bereft of its splendour in an utterly wretched state with tears
turning his eyes turbid, they took the king away.
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94." He created a beautiful shrine for her all round. He
embaﬁished his wife in the form of a rock with camphor,
agallochum incense, garments, saffron, sandalpaste etc.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWELVE
The Creation of Barren Land

Sitta said:

1-2. After the distressed and dejected king accompanied
by his attendants had gone back to his abode, a few days
elapsed. Then the sixty-eight excellent Brahmanas reached the
place utterly exhausted. They were emaciated in their limbs
and had their faces turned greyish with dust. They had to
come on foot.

3. They saw their wives bedecked in divine ornaments
and dressed in divine garments as though they were queens.

4-6. They were very hungry. They asked them in great sur-
prise, “O sinful ladies, what is this? What is this? Your bodies
are rendered incongruous (as wives of asceties)?

How did you receive these costly ornaments and garments?
Certainly, the loss of our ability of aerial movement could not
have been caused by anything else.

O despicable women, excepting this aberration of yours,
there can not be any other cause.”

Thereupon the wives of those sages narrated all the events.

7.  They told them how Damayanti, the beloved wife and
queen of the king, came there. O Brahmanas, they told them
how the ornaments were distributed by her.

8.  They told them how the noble-souled (four) Brahmanas
cursed her.

On hearing those censurable words, the sages became an-
gry. The acceptance of the gift from the king was blamewor-
thy especially to the sages.

9. With great anger they began to shake uncontrollably.
They took up water to destroy the king and his kingdom.

10. “Our derial movement has been destroyed by this evil
king of sinful nature. He has tempted our simple and straight-
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forward wives and brought his ornaments to them and there-
fore this adverse situation has occurred.”

Siita said:

11. While those sages were about to curse the king, the
wives spoke to them angrily:

12. “O excellent Brahmanas, no curse should be uttered
against the king. Our words should be listened to unreserv-
edly.

13. All of us were adorned by the wife of the leading king
by means of excellent garments and divine ornaments with
her mind sanctified with faith.

14. All along we have been staying in your houses along
with the defect of poverty. We are emaciated and feeble. We
never had any pleasure possible in human life.

15. To those who are engaged in penance there exists only
the other world. They will not have even the slightest of human
pleasure and benefit.

16. This world has been proclaimed for those others who
are engrossed in worldly pleasures. They are base and wicked
with their minds solely attached to the pleasures here.

17. In the case of those householders with the minds turned
towards their duties this world as well as the other world are
both assured. There is no doubt about it.

18. We shall undoubtedly resort to the excellent stage of
the householders and thereby achieve the best of both the
worlds.

19-20. That is why persons with cogent reasoning say
that the household (i.e. householder’s stage) is very beautiful.

As for you, do accept the gift of the plots of land from the
king as well as all desired means of sustenance. Then look
after your sons and grandsons and their welfare. See to the
happiness of your daughters and kinsmen in particular.

21. If you are not inclined to do as we have suggested, we
shall all give up our lives unhesxtatmgly

22. Afflicted by the sin of murdering your wives you will
fall into the grave hell of Raurva certainly.”

23. On hearing their words, the sages let fall the water
they had held in their hands for the purpose of cursing the

king.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



w8 Skanda Purana

« 24. Thereupon, O excellent Brahmanas, that portion of the
ground became burnt by that water. It became an arid land.
It is visible even today.

25. Seeds sown there do not grow at all. Further, a bird
or worm that dies there is not reborn. ‘

26-27. Not even grass nor an animal survives there. All
the more so in the case of a devout man! One who faithfully
performs a Sraddha in the month of Philguna on the Full-
Moon day and on a Sunday will redeem his Pitrs even if they
had fallen into a terrible Naraka due to their own action.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTEEN
Greatness of Agnikunda

Siita said:

1-3. Then all those Brahmanas shed their anger and di-
rected their minds to the sacrificial rites and householder’s
duties pertaining to sons and grandsons.

In the meantime, the king heard that the Brahmanas had
returned. On hearing it, he went to them for the purpose of
making obeisance to them with devotion.

He also heard that they were angry at first but later became
calmed down on hearing the words of their wiv«:s. Further
they had accepted the life of householders as well.

4. He prostrated before them with eight parts of the body
touching the ground. The king then stood humbly with palms
joined in reverence and said:

5. “Thanks to the favour of you all, my ailments per-
ished and I have attained the fruit of life. Tell me what I
should do.”

t

The Brahmanas said:
6. By giving different kinds of jewels, O leading king, all
_of us, the residents of this place, have been rendered happy

by 7L@ur wife.

7. Hence build an excellent city here itself, in this splen-
did holy place and grant us the wherewithals of domestic life,
whereby everything can become perfect.
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8. We shall perform various kinds of Yajiias always with
full complement of monetary gifts. Stationed here always, we
shall achieve the benefits of this world as well as those of the
other one.

9.  On hearing it, the king became delighted. He said, “So
be it.” On an auspicious day, he summoned many craftsmen.

10. He got a very great city built. It had many ramparts.
There was a moat all round and ornamental gateways embel-
lished it. '

11. The excellent king built sixty-eight big mansions in
the middle for the sake of the sixty-eight Brahmanas.

12. There were many ponds and parks all round as in the
case of royal palaces. The houses had turrets and upper apart-
ments.

13. After building them, he filled them with heaps of jew-
els and other things. Then he gifted them sixty-eight villages.

14. He called all of them and their sons and grandsons.
In a loud voice he proclaimed thus before them:

15-19. “What I say may be listened to: This city has been
given to these Brahmanas with a mind sanctified by faith.

Hence protection should be accorded to them so that no
loss, no pain, no discomfiture is caused to these leading Brahmanas.

If anyone born of our race or any other king propitiates
these, he will certainly attain the highest prosperity.

One who subjects them to criminal offence, leads them to
distress, makes them suffer on various ways or adds to their
discomfiture will be overwhelmed by enemies or oppressed
by various kinds of ailments.

In this world, he will meet with terrible sufferings like be-
reavements and then will fall into horrible hells beginning
with Raurava.”

20. After saying thus, the king engaged himself day and
night untiringly in carrying out their tasks himself.

21. Then, O excellent Brahmanas, all the wives of the leading
Brahmanas lovingly went to the palace (shrine) of Damayanti.

22. They adored her image with saffron, agallochum and
camphor as well as various kinds of flowers and scents every-
day. The king also did likewise.

23. Standing before the image and creating great delight
in the mind of the king, O excellent Brahmanas, those Tapasis
spoke to one another:
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24¥26. “Whenever there is an auspicious occasion in our
housé for the celebration of any prosperous event we shall
ador¢ Damayanti both before and after such an event. There
is no doubt about it. In fact we shall do so always in the case
of all holy rites.

A bride who sees her and then enters the marriage-pavilion
shall undoubtedly be very dear to her husband like his very
life breath.

Hence, when the Yajfia-like sacred ceremony of a marriage
is about to be performed, Damyanti should be visited and
worshipped assiduously.”

Sitta said:

27. Thus, in that city the sixty-eight Gotras (of Brahmanas)
were established and rendered delighted by that noble-souled
king.

28. Of them four Gotras went away due to the fear of
serpents to that place where the previous races were present
so that only sixty-four Gotras of the Brahmanas remained in
the city.

The sages said:

29. O holy Sir, of what nature was that fear from serpents
whereby they had to go away forsaking their own original
position? Describe this to us in detail.

Siita said:

30. There was, formerly, a king of Anarta named Prabhafijana.
He was conversant with Dharma and sacred rites. He was
valorous and capable of destroying hosts of his enemies.

31. O excellent Brahmanas, a son was born to him when
he was very advanced in age. At that time the planets were
in unfavourable positions.

32. He called together astrologers fully conversant with
the scriptures and told them the time of the son’s birth.

The Daivajiias said:

33. Oking, this son of yours is born during an unfavourable
and censuraible hour. It is a terrible period when there are
three Gandantas ‘(inauspicious positions of planets).
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34. If somehow this boy survives, O king, he will destroy
the country and the assets of the city of his parents.

The king said:

35. Is there any remedy here, divine or human, whereby
there shall be all-round welifare of the son as well as the king-
dom?

The Brahmanas said:

36. Just as a mechanical device coming up is checked by
another mechanical device, just as armour acts as a protection
from the attack of arrows, so also the Santi rite (pacificatory
rite conducive to peace and prosperity) can be a check against
the evil effects of the planets.

37-38a. Hence, O king, give up your dejection and per-
form Santi (pacificatory) rites always. Thereby all the planets
will become mild and auspicious. This is the remedy when
planets become malefic and they are stationed in unfavourable
houses.

38b. Thereupon, the king hurried to the city of Camatkara.

39-42. There he summoned together the Brahmanas and
said to them respectfully: “It is with your favour that we always
rule the kingdom. Just as rain-bearing cloud is the basis and
support unto the crops so you are the redeemer to all the
excellent kings who were born in our family and who are yet
to be born.

My son was born when the planets were stationed in evil
houses. Santika rites for (their) pacification have been recom-
mended by Daivajnas.

Hence, O leading Brahmanas perform the Santika rites as
enjoined in the scriptures so that my son, kingdom and the
royal prosperity may prosper.”

43-45. Then those Brahmanas consulted one another and
said: “ O King, we shall perform Santi rites for your welfare.
Sixteen of us, good, quiescent Brahmanas of great restraint,
shall perform them always. O king; presents should always be
sent by you with great devotion. At the end of every month,
the Abhiseka (water for ablution) should be received from the
Rudraghatas (waterpots pertaining to the deity Rudra). If you
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contine to do thus your son will prosper, so also the king-
dom, the treasury and everything else.”

46. Then he bowed down to them and happily went to his
abode. Urged by them he always celebrated the festival of the
birth of his son.

47. Then he sent all the requisite things to the city of
Camatkara. At the end of every month, he duly received the
water for ablution.

48. Those tiger-like Brahmanas too strictly adhered to the
practice of celibacy and performed the Santika rites in due
order in groups (or units) of four.

49. Every month they did thus quiescently and with the
sense-organs fully under control. At the end of the month
another set of Brahmanas performed the Santika rites.

50. The king came there at the end of every month with
great devotion, honoured the excellent Brahmanas and ac-
cepted the Abhiseka water.

51. He then used to propitiate them with garments, coro-
nets and gifts of cows and plots of land. Similarly, the king
propitiated the other Brahmanas also and went to his abode.

52. As these Santi rites continued to be performed on behalf
of the king, a great deal of time elapsed according welfare,
health and wealth.

53. After some time, once at the beginning itself of a month,
when the Santika rites were to be begun, a major disease af-
flicted the king.

54. There was decline in health of his son in particular, of
his women, of the entire kingdom and the vehicles.

55. Thereupon the king sent extra requisites for the Santi
rites to the city and also special monetary gifts.

56. As the Brahmanas went on performing the rite of Homa
in the fire, all types of diseases particularly went on spread-
ing everywhere.

57. Horses began to die. So also elephants. Enemies ap-
peared from all the quarters for waging war.

58. The king himself fell ill. In great excitement, he has-
tened to the city of Camatkarapura and said to all the Brahmanas:

59-60. “O highly esteemed ones, even as you all remain in
charge of rthese rites adversities assail me. Why? Why do my
assets dwindle? The ailments increase along with groups of
enemies. Hence some special Homa may be performed for sup-
pressing the ailments. I shall make special gifts unto the Brahmanas.”
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61. Then all those Brahmanas performed the Santika rites
with great mental concentration for the welfare and in the
very presence of the king.

62. As at the conclusion of the Homas the ascetic Brahmanas
pronounced (blessings) with great concentration, the ailment
of the king became all the more serious.

63. In the meantime, all those excellent Brahmanas be-
came greatly enraged. They decided to curse the Planets in-
cluding the Sun.

The Brahmanas said:

64. Although they have been worshipped with very good
devotion and also in accordance with the injunctions, these
Planets harass the city of the king along with his sons, kins-
men and wealth of cattle!

65. Thus they decided. They remained pure with mental
concentration. They were about to curse the Planets in their
fit of anger.

66-71. By then the Fire-god assumed a personal form and
spoke to the excellent Brahmanas: “O leading Brahmanas, do
not curse at any cost. Do not curse the Planets that are free
from blemish. May my words be listened to. Sixteen Brahmanas
perform Homa every month. In their midst there is one Trijata’.
All the articles pertaining to the Homa have been defiled by
him. The Planets including the Sun do not accept what is
offered by me. Therefore, they cause greater harassment to the
king. Hence exclude him and begin the Homa without delay
so that all the Planets including the Sun will have the greatest
happiness. The king will become free from ailment along with
his son. His enemies will go away. Thanks to the power of my
Santika rites, he will attain perpetual happiness.”

72. After saying thus, Lord Vahni disappeared. Those
Brahmanas became dejected in appearance indicating how deeply
they felt the sense of shame.”

73-74.  Thereupon they stayed on there and eulogized Pavaka
(Fire-god) again. They spoke to Vaisvanara: “Tell us who is
the Trijata Brahmana here?

1. Thrice-born—This seems to be a derogatory term implying two persons
responsible for the nativity and then the third birth i.e. sacred thread
ceremony.
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Tlﬁreat we can exclude him completely and resume our
rite for the purpose of peace and suppression of the defects
of the noble-souled king.”

Vahni said:

75. 1 will never speak out the defect of the leading Brahmanas
even though I know. All the Brahmanas on the earth are worthy
of my veneration.

The Brahmanas said:

76. O Vahni (Fire-god), if you do not proclaim to us who
that Brahmana is, we will curse you. Hence hurry up and tell us.

Sitta said:

77-79.  On hearing their words, Vahni became afraid and
thought thus for a long time: ‘What is the best thing I should
do here? If I reveal the defect of the Brahmana, I shall incur
that much of sin undoubtedly. There will also be a curse coming
from him. If I don’t proclaim the truth about the excellent
Brahmana, these Brahmanas comparable to serpents (in fury)
will undoubtedly curse me.’

80. Even as he pondered thus, there was profuse perspi-
ration on his physical form and that holy Kunda which was
specially prepared for the purpose of Homa was filled with
it (sweat).

81. Then the Fire-god came out of the Kunda. He was
trembling with fear. He stood there with palms joined in rev-
erence and said to the Brahmanas:

82-84. “O Brahmanas, 1 will never utter the defects of a
Brahmana by means of my own tongue at any cost. Hence
listen: All the sixteen Brahmanas who are present here should
take their bath in the pit of sweat drops for the sake of pu-
rifying themselves. When the person who is Trijata takes his
bath his body will have tumours and boils.”

85. Then all those took their bath there in due order. All
except one Brahmana attained purity.

_ 86. On seeing that excellent Brahmana with tumours and
boils all of a sudden, there was a great hue and cry among
the people there.
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87. That Brahmana became filled with shame. With the
face hanging down he went out of the assembly of Brahmanas.

Vahni said:

88. O excellent Brahmanas, your (unprecedented) task has
been accomplished by me. So I shall go to my abode with your
permission.

89. But, O excellent Brahmanas, viewing me even in a
dream shall not go in vain. Hence the desire.cherished in the
heart may be requested for.

The Brahmanas said:

90. O Vahni, may this water reservoir of your sweat drops
be permanent here for the sake of the purification of Brahmanas.

91. If a person born of illegal father takes his plunge here,
you must mark his body with tumours and boils.

92. Saying “So it shall be” Pavaka vanished from there
and all the Brahmanas held consultation together.

93. From today onwards the test of purity of all the
Brahmanas in regard to their fathers and mothers shall be con-
ducted here.

94. A Brahmana said to be hailing from Camatkarapura
should take his bath here. On being found pure, he will be
considered a noble son.

95 A virgin should be given to him alone. He should be
one deserving invitation to a Sraddha rite. Only he should be
entertained in all sacred rites.

96. All the members of the sixty-eight Gotras should gather
together. He who proves to be pure in their presence should be
regarded as deserving a place in the row of Brahmanas for meals.

97-98. If any scandalous rumour spreads, if there is any
suspicion as to the sin of Brahmana-slaughter or if there is any
accusation from evil-minded persons casting aspersions on
virtue—all these should be tested here and the purity established.
All the calumny shall automatically drop down.

99. No one shall be clearly pronounced as a Brahmana
until this bath is taken in the presence of all the Brahmanas.

Suta said:

100. Thus all the Brahmanas hailing from Camatkarapura
performed the Santika rites for the welfare of the king.
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10% Then bath was taken by all the remaining noble-souled
Brahimanas also for the sake of purity, though at the outset
they ‘were afraid (naturally).

102a. Then, O Brahmanas, the king became rid of all his
ailments instantly.

102b-103a. O excellent Brahmanas, even today one who
takes his bath there on the Karttiki day becomes rid of the sins
of having intercourse with other men’s wives.

103b. In three yugas the Brahmanas had purity.

104. Of other sinners, even though they were devoid of
nobility of birth and behaviour, in view of Kaliyuga as highly
terrible with carnal connection with other men’s wives in abun-
dance the purity was proclaimed by Brahmanas.

105. The declaration was made in front of Brahma, the
Lord of Devas, O excellent Brahmanas, in order to proclaim
the purity of the families of the fathers and the mothers. They
were scrupulous in regard to this.

106. Even today, O excellent Brahmanas, if a Trijata takes
his bath there he is scorched by fire undoubtedly.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN
The Term ‘Nagara’

Sitta said:

1-3. O excellent Brahmanas, that Brahmana who had boils
all over the body was utterly ashamed. He went to a dense
forest with utter disgust and engaged himself in a severe pen-
ance. He had renounced his house etc., and all affection for
his wife and sons.

With all controls and restraints he dried up his body. He
went near a water reservoir (a lake or a pond) and installed
Mahesvara.

4. After a long time, Mahe§vara was pleased with

him. Appearing before him he said: “Request for anything
you like.” :
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Trijata said:

5. On account of the default of my mother, O, Lord, I
have become extremely embarrassed in the midst of the chiefs
of Brahmanas and the king of Anarta.

6. Though I am endowed with great learning, O Lord, I
am unable to show my face to any one after knowing that 1
am ‘thrice-born.’
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