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SKANDA PURANA

Book VI: NAGARA KHANDA!

CHAPTER ONE

The Birth of the Linga?

Obeisance to Sri Ganesa.

Orh obeisance to Sri Purusottama.

Henceforth the sixth book called Nagara Khanda of the
Skanda Mahapurana begins:

Vyasa said:

1. May the matted tresses of hair (twisted on the top of the
head) of Dhurjati (Siva) be conducive to your success—the
matted hair in which Ganga (with her stream of whitish water)
creates the illusion of a streak of grey hair.

Sages enquired:

2-3. O highly wise one! How is it that the Linniga (Phallus) of
Hara is particularly adored to the exclusion of other organs (of
his body) by Suras and Asuras? It behoves you to explain properly
and thoroughly why it is so, O mighty-armed Suta. An intense
curiosity has been aroused in us now.

l. Nagara Khanda: This Khanda describes the sacredness and glory of
Haiakesvara Ksetra, the area around Vadnagar (Ahmedabad Dist,, Gujarat).
It is called by various names out of which Camatkirapura is more common.
Dr. RN. Mehta, former head of the Dept. of Archacology, M.S. University
Baroda, informs me that human habitation in that area dates back (o the Ist
cenwury B.C.E. His article: “Vadnagara: A Swudy” in Journal of the M.S.
University, Baroda, Vol. XVII, April 1918, throws some light on some
incidents in this Puripa

2. Linga: The word is derived from two roots: Vii- “to dissolve” and Vgam-
“lo go”. The term means ‘that from which the universe “comes” i.e. is
created, and that in which it “dissolves”, ‘I have shown in my Marathi book
‘Saiva Darsana’ (pp. 2-17) that Linga-worship represents the worship of
sacrificial fire. But the original Vedic identification of Rudra and Agni was
forgotten long before this Purina came to be finally redacted and here Siva-
linga is wrongly taken as ‘Siva's phallus.’
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2 Skanda Purana

Suta said:

4. Enormous indeed is the burden involved in &nswering
the query raised by you. I shall, however, recount in details
after bowing down to the Self-born Lord.

59a. In the land of Anarta (Northern Gujarat) there is a
forest resorted to by saintly people. It is charming unto all
living beings. It consists of trees bearing fruits in the course of
all seasons.

There is a beautiful penance grove therein. It is resorted to
by gentle animals. It is full of sages and hence resounding with
the sound of the Vedic Mantras chanted by them. There are
various types of sages practising diversc kinds of austerities.

There are sages (some of whom were) Abbhaksas (who took
in water only for subsistence), Vayubhaksas (subsisting on air
only), Sirnaparnasins (eating dry, withered leaves); Brahmanas
called Dantolukhalas (who use their teeth as mortars for
separation of grains from husk); some arc Asma-kuttakas (who
use stones for separating husk and pounding the grains to
powder). The sages are engaged in holy baths and Homas; they
are intent on Japas and self-study of the Vedas; there are
Vanaprasthas (those who retired to the forests after active life of
householders), Tridandas (recluses with three staffs), Hamsas
(sages of exalted position) and Kuficaras' (recluses staying in
huts), Snatakas (those who have concluded their student life),
Yatis (ascetics), Dantas (persons -with full self-control) and
Pasicagni-sadhakas (sages practising austerities in the midst of
five fires).

9b-11. After some time, the Lord, the Slayer of Tripura who
was distressed due to the bereavement of Sati came to that
forest in the course of his wanderings.

The forest was resorted to by gentle animals; there delighted
mongooses played with serpents; lions with elephants and
cats with mice. The crows played with flocks of owls without
animosity.

12. On seeing the penance-grove, Lord Rudra who was
nude, entered it for the purpose of begging for alms with a
sku!,l}in hand.

s ’ﬂ s

1. “Kulicaka' is the correct form and not Kulicara.
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VI.1.13-29 3

13-15. On seeing his handsome physical features never seen
by anyone before, all the ascetic women became completely
overwhelmed by the god of Love. They left off their domestic
chores. The ceased to attend to the elders. Gathering
together in groups at different places, they engaged in mutual
discussions with comments like: “Only that lady is blessed who
can freely and confidently embrace all the organs of the noble-
souled sage.”

16-18. Others in excessive enthusiasm ran about in all
directions. They appeared staring at him with wide open eyes.
Some of the women had applied the unguents only partly over
their bodies. Some had applied collyrium only in one of their
eyes. Others had tied up their tresses partially. Some of them
had even abandoned their children. Being viewed thus by the
ladies Mahesvara wandered through the highway uttering “Give
me alms.”

19. Those sages who saw him thus without clothes on,
thereby provoking the lustful predilection in the women, spoke
thus with their eyes reddened due to anger.

20-21. “O sinner, since this penance grove of ours has been
defiled by you, may this penis of yours fall on the ground at
once.” Instantly his penis fell on the ground; piercing the
surface of the earth, it entered Patala.

22. Bereft of his penis, the bashful Lord Mahesvara went
into a deep pit and stayed there in the form of a foetus.

23-24. On account of the fall of the penis, O excellent
Brihmanas, there arose terrible bad omens that caused terror
in all the three worlds. The peaks of mountains tumbled down;
even during day, meteors fell down. All oceans overflowed their
limits slowly.

25. All the groups of Devas were terrified in their minds.
With Sakra and Visnu as their leaders they went to the place
where the Grandfather of the worlds was present.

26-29. After eulogising with prayers, originating from the
excellent Sruti, they bowed down and said: “O Lotus-seated
One, O Lord, what has happened! What is it, O god, that
everything is going on in a topsy-turvy manner. Why is it so?
Why has the whole range of the three worlds become agitated
and vexed. O Lotusborn One, signs of the ultimate annihila-
tion appear as it were. Will there be an untimely destruction
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4 Skanda Purana

now? You are an expert in the use of Mantras. You are the
grandfather of all the worlds. You are the goal and refuge of all
Suras, Daityas and human beings who are distressed and terrified
with trembling bodies.”

30-34. On hearing the words of those Devas the Four-faced
Lord meditated for a long time and understood through his
divine vision. Thereupon he spoke: “O excellent Suras, this is
not the time for the ultimate annihilation. Listen to the reason
for which the evil portents have arisen. In the country called
Anarta the noble-souled sages, for (the protection of their
wives) have cursed (Lord Siva); the Linga of the god of gods,
the Trident-bearing Lord, has been made to fall. It is therefore
that the entire range of the three worlds including mobile and
immobile beings has become utterly upset. Hence we shall go
to the place where Lord Mahesvara is present. At our instance,
he may replace the penis quickly. Otherwise there will be
untimely destruction of the entire range of the three worlds.
What I have uttered is true.”

$5-36. Thereupon all the groups of the Devas, Adityas, Vasus,
Rudras, Asvins and Visvedevas with Brahma and Visnu as their
leaders hurriedly went to that place where Lord Mahesvara was
sleeping in the interior of the pit, overwhelmed with great
shame.

The Devas said:

37. Obeisance to you, O Lord of the chiefs of Devas, O
bestower of freedom from fear on your devotees, Obeisance to
you, O support of the universe, O Lord with the crest
embellished with the moon.

38. You are Yajiia. You are Vasatkara. You are the (great
element called) Water. You are the Earth, O Lord. This entire
region of the three worlds including mobile and immobile
creatures is created by you.

39. O most excellent one among Suras, you protect as well
as annihilate (the world), You are Visnu. You are the Four-
faced One (Brahmai). You are the Moon. You are the Sun.

40-41. Without you, O great Lord, nothing exists here. O
Lord, even after committing a great sin on the earth, a man
who glorifies your name and calls ‘Mahadeva’ repeatedly goes
to heaven. .
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42. Crores of the sins of Brahmana-slaughter and crores of
sins of aberrations get annihilated by glorifying your name
‘Mahadeva’.

43. You are established in the overlordship of all the Devas
even as a Brahmana is established in the overlordship of men
and the great ocean of the rivers.

44. You are established in the overlordship of all the Devas
even as the Moon is established in the overlordship of the stars
and the Sun of all the luminaries.

45. You are established in the overlordship of all the Devas
even as gold is established in the overlordship (i.e. the most
excellent one) of all minerals and Narada of Gandharvas.

46. You are established in the overlordship of all the Devas
even as food-grain is established in the overlordship of medicinal
herbs and the golden mountain (Meru) of all mountains.

47-48. Hence, O most excellent one among Suras, do this
favour to us and to all human beings. O Lord, reinstate your
penis once again. If not, O Lord, all the three worlds will face
ruin. O Lord, if this penis stays fallen on the ground, the three
worlds shall fall.

Suta said:

49. On hearing their words, the Bull-emblemed Lord became
all the more ashamed and spoke to them all as they bowed
down to him:

50. “O excellent Suras, this penis has been abandoned by
me under the pretext of the curse of the Brahmanas, because
I have been overwhelmed with distress due to separation from
Sati.

51-52. In all the three worlds, who is competent to cause
this fall of my penis, be he a Deva or Brahmana? You all do
know this clearly. Hence I will not take this penis back from
the ground. Now that I am without a wife, what will I do with
this?”

The Devas said:

53-54. 'O excellent one among Suras, your beloved named
Sati who died formerly, is reborn with the name Gauri from the
womb of Menaki through Himailaya. O Slayer of Tripuras, she
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6 Skanda Purana

will become your own wife again. Hence take back your penis
and bring about the welfare of Heaven-dwellers.

Devadeva (S'iva) said:

55. If Devas and Brahmanas are ready to worship my penis
from now onwards assiduously, I shall reinstate it.

Brahma said:

56. O Sankara, I shall myself worship your penis. So also
shall all the Devas. Why not then human beings on the earth?

57. Thereafter the Grandfather of the worlds entered Patila
along with Devas and himself performed the worship of the
penis (Linga) with devotion.

58. Thereafter Visnu worshipped it with his mind sanctified
by faith. So also all the Devas beginning with Sakra fully
endowed with faith.

59. Thereat Mahadeva became pleased and he spoke these
words to Pitamaha as well as to Vasudeva who stood bowing
down with modesty:

60. “I am pleased with both of you. Hence, O mighty ones,
may any desired boon be accepted from me.”

Both of them said:

61. If, O Lord of Devas, you are pleased, give us both place
of rest by a third part of the Linga so that all of us shall resort
to one place.

Siuta said:

62. After promising “So it shall be”, the Lord retrieved
the Linnga adored by all the Devas and reinstated it at its proper
place.

63. Thereafter Pitimaha took gold and made a Liniga of the
same shape joyously and installed it there itself.
~ 64-67. Even as all the Heaven-dwellers (Sankara and others)

* were listening, O Brihmanas, he caused reverberation in all
4 the three worlds through his well-modulated voice and said:
%%'s first Lifiga has been made of gold (Hataka) by me. In the
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whole of Patdla it will become well known as Hatakesvara'.
Similarly, the men who with devotion make Lingas of gold etc.
embellished with jewels, pearls and excellent gems and worship
it thrice a day, will attain the great goal. They should avoid clay
and base metals (like iron) too.”

68. After saying this the Four-faced Lord, Brahma’, went to
heaven along with all the heaven-dwellers. The Moon-crested
Lord went to Kailasa.

69. For this reason, the Linga is specially adored here by the
Suras and Asuras excluding the other excellent organs of Siva.

70. Ever since then Brahma himself and Lord Vasudeva
stayed in that Linga. Hence it is auspicious and worthy of being
worshipped.

71-72. If a person worships Sivalinga always with the mind
full of faith, it is as though all the three, viz. the Three-eyed
Lord, Acyuta and Brahma are worshipped by him. Hence one
should worship Sivalinga assiduously, touch it with deference,
have a view of it always and glorify it, O excellent Brahmanas.

CHAPTER TWO
Dialogue between Trisanku and Vasistha

Suta said:

1. When that Linga was extricated from the ground, O
excellent Brahmanas, the water of Jahnavi flowed out of Patala
through that path. It is destructive of all the sins of men and it
accords all desired things.

2. Even as I relate listen, O excellent Brahmanas, to what
naturally happened there formerly, causing surprise unto all
the worlds.

3. A great king named Trisannku who had attained the state
of a Candaila had his bath there and regained his body befitting
a king.

1. Hatakesvara: The editor of the Sanskrit Text informs in a footnote that
this Hitakesvara is in Badnagar in Gujarag; near this town is another town called
*“Unjha” which is famous for the shrine of Uma.
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8 Skanda Purana

The sages said:

4. O Satanandana (son of a Suta), how did the excellent
king Trisanku attain the state of a Candila? Do recount all this
in detail.

Suta said:

5. I shall recount unto you all, this ancient story that
pertains to Trisanku, that is very sacred and that destroys all
sins.

6. Once, formerly there was a tiger among kings well-known
as Trisanku. He was born in the Solar race and was valarous
like a tiger.

7-10. He was a disciple of Sage Vasistha. He was a performer
of Yajinas. The Lord had great interest in making gifts. Makhas
(Sacrifices) beginning with Agnistoma were performed by him
always every year with the full complement of Daksinas. All
kinds of Danas were given by that noble-souled one to the
distinguished ones, particularly to those who were poor. Vratas
were duly performed. Those who sought refuge in him were
protected. Common people were fondled by him as though
they were his own sons. Enemies were killed. He had wandered
all over the world visiting all the Tirthas and shrines. He gave
to ascetics the desired wealth in accordance with the wish
expressed by them.

11. After some time, once, while the holy Sage Vasistha was
present in the assembly, he duly bowed to him and said:

Trisanku said:

12. O holy Sir, now I wish to perform that Yajia whereby
one can immediately go 0 heaven along with the physical
body.

13. Hence do me the favour. Gather together all the
requisite things quickly for a due performance of that Yajia
and also invite competent Brahmanas for the same.

Vasistha said:

. 14. There is now such Kratu (Sacrifice), O king, whereby
one can go to heaven along with the preseng,physical body. I
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am telling you the truth.

15. Agnistoma and other Yajiias were prescribed formerly by
the Self-born Lord; but, O king, Svarga is obtained due to the
performance of those Yajiias only with another body.

16-17. If, O king, you have seen or heard about a king,
Brahmana, VaiSya or any other person on this earth who attained
heaven along with this physical body, do mention it (his name).

Trisanku said:
18. O Brahmana-Sage, I know really that there is nothing

which you cannot achieve. Hence do me the favour and get my
desire fulfilled.

Vasistha said:

19. No falsechood has been uttered earlier by this tongue
even in playful joke. Hence in fact there is no Yajiia of the type
you wish to perform.

Trisanku saud:

20-21a. O tiger among Brahmanas, if you are incapable of
performing a Yajiia, on my behalf, that can accord Svarga along
with this physical body, of what avail is your Brahmanical power

of penance, O efficient one?
21b-22. Further, listen to this statement of mine made

clearly in the presence of the groups of sages and others who
may witness, O excellent Brahmana. In spite of my repeated
request, if you do not carry out my behest, I shall make another
Brahmana my preceptor and get that Yajiia performed.

Suta said:

23. On hearing his words, the holy sage Vasistha told him
laughingly, “Do so, O Lord of the earth.”
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10 Skanda Purina

CHAPTER THREE
Hariscandra Coronated as King -

Suta said:

1. Thereafter, he bowed down to the eminent sage Vasistha
once again and went to the place where his (Vasistha's) sons
numbering a hundred were present.

2. To them also the king mentioned the same topic after
bowing down (in courtesy) to-them. Everything that Vasistha had
said carlier was repeated by them to him.

3-5. Thercupon he told them again: “Your father who is now
unable to take me to heaven along with my physical body, has
been abandoncd by me. So if you do not perform the Yajiia on
my behalf, I will abandon you too and quickly make another
person my preceptor who will lead me to heaven by the power
of the Yajia, along with this physical body, O sons of the
preceptor.”

6-7. On hearing his words, all those exellent sages became
excessively angry and spoke to him these harsh words: “Since
the preceptor who has been your benefactor is abandoned by
you, you are a sinner. Hence, O evil one, be a Candala now,
censured by the world.”

8-10. Immediately at the end of those words, the king became
one with a form of a low-born (Sidra) having the body of
hideous features. His waist resembled a barley grain. The neck
was lean, the eyes became tawny-coloured and the nose very
crooked. His body and his limbs were dark in complexion. He
was stinking awfully. The king observed himself having become
ugly and deformed with the characteristics of a Candala and
instantly he stood with down-cast face due to shame.

11-14. He was repeatedly scolded with words. “Go away; get
away.” All round he was pestered by dogs unleashed and let
loose. He resembled crows and cuckoos (in complexion) and
was clad in rags. Thus overwhelmed with great misery he began
to think worriedly, “What can I do? Where shall I go? How can
there be peace? Is this the rare position desired by me so
foolishly? With it even my traditional practice has become upset.
Shall I enter a water pond or burning fire? Shall I take in

“$oison? How can I bring about an end of my life?”
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V1.3.15-31 11

15-24. “With this defiled body, how dare I look at my wives
with whom 1 earlier sported about in my previous excellent
physical form? How can I look at my sons, grandsons, friends,
relatives and kinsmen? How can I look at the other attendants
too? Formerly I had conquered many enemies in battle. All of
them will be joyous now on hearing about such a transformation
of me. They will cease to be afraid of me. The Brahmanas
having great mastery over the Vedas who had been propitiated
by me through gifts will become miserable now on hearing that
I have fallen into this plight. Similarly, what will be the state of
those beloved friends of mine who are always engaged in acts
beneficial to me? On sceing me in this situation they will be
rcally miserable. I have numerous elephants of the Bhadra class
aged sixty years and blind in the state of rut. Without me, who
will engage them in mutual duels? My horses of variegated
colours have been broken and rendered tractable by experien-
ced trainers. Without me who will engage them in diverse
types of gallops and trots. My servants of good nobility are
irrepressible in their spirit for battle. In case they are distressed,
to whom will they go in my absence? My treasury contains
many gems and jewels and it is immeasurable. It has been
well-preserved by me. When I am not present who is going to
enjoy it? My storchouses of foodgrains, my sheds of cattle and
goats, are also vast and innumerable. They have been well-looked
after by my loyal servants. But what will be their state in my
absence?”

25. Lamenting thus in various ways, the king in his misery
wended his way on foot towards the city.

26-27a. He reached his city at night when it was practically
devoid of people. Stopping at the gate he summoned his son
along with the ministers and told them everything arising from
the imprecation.

27b-28. Standing far off, he repeated the thunderbolt-like
words of the sons of the noble-souled Vasistha. On hearing
them they became grief-stricken. They cried with tears dimming
their faces:

29-31. “O Lord, O great king ever fond of pious rites, how
can we, the miserable ones, be alive in your absence? Is this
proper on the part of those evil-minded sons of Vasigtha? They
have cursed one for whom they are bound to perform Yajiia and

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



12 Skanda Purana

particularly one who is very polite. O tiger among kings,
we too shall renounce our household effects. Undoubtedly,
along with you we too shall accept the state of beingsa base-born

one.

Trisanku said:

32-34. If you have unrestrained devtion to me be the ministers
of my son now. This is Hariscandra, my eldest son and my
dearest one. Without delay and unhesitatingly appoint him in
my place. As for me, I shall proceed ahead in doing what I have
decided in my mind. Either I will die or I will go to heaven
along with this physical body.

35-36. After saying thus and leaving all of them the king
went away through the forest slowly on foot.

Those good ministers soon installed his honoured son as
king with proper rites accompanied by intrumental and vocal
music.

CHAPTER FOUR
Visvamitra Performs a Yajia for Trisanku

Suta said:

1-2. After deciding thus, Trisanku thought about the great
sage Visvamitra for a long time and then came to this conclu-
sion: ‘Barring Visvamitra there is no one else in all the three
worlds who can save me from this terrible misery.’

3. Then he set off towards Kuruksetra. As he went on
enquiring about the way, he became very tired and distressed

due to hunger and thirst.
4. In due course the king ultimately reached Kuruksetra

where he assiduously enquired about the hermitage of

Visvamitra.
5-7. Even as the king went on enquiring thus, he saw a
cluster of blue trees at a far-off place. Through aquatic birds
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like swans, cranes, Atis and Madgus, the thirsty king guessed
that there was water nearby. He became delighted as the cool
watery breeze removed his fatique. He proceeded hastily.

8-10. He found the hermitage situated on the banks of a
river Nandini(?). Gentle tame animals frequented it. It was a
charming place and conducive to dispel mental grief. It
reverberated with sweet warbling sound of excellent birds. There
were mongooses sporting about with serpents and owls with
crows. Cats were playing with mice and tigers with deer of
diverse kinds.

11-12. Then on the banks of the river he saw Sage Visvamitra
of great self-control engaged in the recitation of Vedic Mantras
and surrounded by groups of ascetics. Thanks to the power of
his penance and splendour, he appeared like a blazing fire. He
was clad in bark garments and was sitting under a Sila tree.

13-14. The eminent king proceeded ahead. He bowed down
from a great distance. Announcing his name he prostrated
before him and the disciples too with great faith. He bowed
down to them one by one and stood by with palms joined in
reverence.

15-18. On seeing the king with all the limbs soiled with dust,
they thought him to be a Candala through the signs on the
body. They rebuked him with harsh words and shouts of ‘Fie
upon you! ‘Fie upon you!’ They repeatedly told him: ‘Go away;
go away’. ‘Who are you, O sinful one?’ They said: ‘Who are you?
Why have you come to this excellent hermitage of sages, filled
with the chanting sounds of Vedic Mantras, inaccessible even to
pious people? Get away quickly lest some sage should curse you
and deprive you of your very life.’

Trisanku said:

19-20. I am a king of the solar race named Trisariku. I have
been cursed by the sons of Vasistha and turned into a Candaila.
O excellent Brahmanas, for the sake of relief from the impreca-
tion I have sought refuge in Visvamitra, the friend and well-
wisher of the whole world. There is no other refuge unto me.

Visvamitra said:
21-22. You are the Yajya (one on whose behalf a Yajiia is
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performed) of Vasistha and hence particularly so of his sons. So
why did they put you in an evil condition like this? O excellent
king, what offence did you commit against them? *

What crime have you perpetrated against them? An attempt
on the life or outraging the modesty of their wives?

Trisanku said:

23-27. A Yajiia was requested of the excellent sage Vasistha
for the sake of going unto Svarga along with this body. He
(Vasistha) replied: “There is no Yajia whereby it is possible to
go to Svarga with this body, O king. It is not possible without
taking another body.” On hearing his words he was told further
by me: “If you do not take me to Svarga along with this physical
body immediately by the power of a Yajiia, I will adopt another
sage as my preceptor. There is no doubt about it.” On realizing
this the sage said: “Do what is conducive to your welfare.”
Thereupon, being thus forsaken by him, I went to his sons, who
proved to be more ruthless, and told them whatever I told
Vasistha before.

28-30. Then O excellent sage, I was cursed by them who too
were grief-stricken. I have been reduced to this miserable plight
of being a Candala. So I have thought of you cherishing a very
great hope, O eminent sage. I have come down to Kuruksetra
from a great distance. O sage, in all the three worlds, there is
nothing which you cannot achieve, So, do help me and dispel

my misery.

Siuta said:

31-35. On hearing his words the great sage Visvamitra out of
rivalry with Vasistha spoke out in the midst of the other sages:
“O king, on behalf of you I shall perform that Yajiia whereby
you will go to Svarga soon after its performance. O king, you
have been rendered to this state of a base-born one by the sons
of Vasistha. Undoubtedly it is my duty to make you a king once
again. Hence come on along with me, on a pilgrimage. By the
power of the Tirthas, you shall once again be pure and deserving
enough for performing the rite of the Yajiia after getting rid of
your Cindala state. There is no such sin that will not perish
due to the holy plunge into a Tirtha.”
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Suta said:

86. After resolving thus, Visvamitra, the son of Gadhi, who was
closely followed by Trisanku proceeded ahead for performing a
pilgrimage.

37-40. They visited various places, viz. Prabhdsa Sarasvati in
Kuruksetra, Kurujangala, Prthiidaka, Gayasirsa, Naimisa, the three
Puskaras, Varanasi, Prayaga, the big river Sravana (Sona), Kedaira,
Sravananada, Citrakita, Gokarna, Siligrima, Acaleévara, Sukla
Tirtha in Surdjya (Saurastra), the auspicious Nada Drsadvati and
many other meritorious Tirthas and holy shrines. Thus the king
wandered for a long time along with that noble-souled sage all
over the world.

41-45. O Brahmanas, despite the holy baths taken severally
in the Tirthas thus, he was not rid of the sinful Candala state.
In due course he came to the Arbuda (Mt. Abu) mountain and
climbed on to the top of that sin-destroying great mountain.
Lord Acalesvara, the deity, was visited and when the great sage
came out of the shrine he saw Markanda, the excellent sage. On
seeing the eminent sage Visvamitra, a friend and well-wisher of
the worlds, he asked: “O great Sage, whence did you come here
now? Who is behind you with the hideous features of a base-
born class? Do tell me these things, O excellent Sage even as 1
ask.”

Visvamitra said:

46-50. This is the famous tiger among kings, Trisaniku. The
sons of Vasistha, when their anger was roused, have reduced
him to the state of a Candila. I have promised to take him
round the earth consisting of the seven continents till he regains
purity (capacity to perform Yajiia). I have wandered over all the
Tirthas and shrines on the earth. He has not gained purity. I
am now tired. I have become ashamed. Lest I should be
laughed at by the sons of Vasistha. I intend to leave off the
entire earth, all the continents and oceans. I shall go beyond
since I have not kept my promise. What I say is true.

$ri Markandeya said:

51-57. If it is so, O tiger among sages, do as I say. Do not go
anywhere else leaving off the earth consisting of the seven
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continents. To the south-west of this mountain in the land
called Anartaka, there is the holy shrine named Haitakesvara.
There the very first Linga made of gold was installed by the
excellent Suras. That Linga in Patila is glorified as Hatakesvara.
When his Linga (Penis) was retrieved by Sarmmbhu, the waters of
Patala Jahnavi surged forth from Rasatala, O excellent one
among twice-borns. Let the king enter Patala with effort and
take his holy bath in the waters of Jahnavi faithfully. There-
after let him visit that Hatakesvara Linga. Thereby he will become
pure and rid of the Candala state. You too shall regain your
glory of realizing your objective cherished by you in your heart.
If you perform penance there, you will get something more too.

Suta said:

58-60. On hearing his words, Visvamitra, the leading sage,
went there immediately accompanied by Trisariku. Through the
Devamiarga (divine path) he entered Patala and made Trisanku
take his holy bath in accordance with the injuctions laid down.
No sooner did the king take his holy bath and visit Hatakesvara
than the king became rid of the Candala sate and attained a
lustre like that of the Sun.

61-63. The sage said to the king who bowed down to him
and was bereft of all his sins: “O leading king, fortunately you
are freed from the Candaila state now. Luckily you have regained
the power of penance and great splendour. Hence perform
the Sattra with the requisite Daksina as laid down, whereby
you will attain the Siddhi that has been cherished in your heart
for long. I shall myself go to Pitamaha and plead to him on your
behalf.

64. The primordial Lord of all the Devas shall partake
of his share in the Yajiia. By the time I return from Brahmaloka,
get together all the requisite things of the Sattra. Fetch them
here.”

65-68. “Yes, Yours Holiness” said he. The sage of perfect
holy vows approached Pitimaha, bowed down and spoke these
words: “O Prapitimaha, I am performing a Yajiia on behalf of
Trisanku, the king, so that he will attain your region along with
his human body. Hence, O Pitimaha, do come to the sacrificial
chamber along with all the groups of Suras with Siva and Visnu
as leaders. Accept your share of the Yajiia with yowr own hand
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in due form so that, with your favour, he may go to heaven along
with his body.”

Brahma said:

69-71. Svarga is not obtained along with one’s body, by means
of Yajiia rite. O Brahmana, excepting through change of body, it
cannot be obtained. So do not persist in what you say to me. All
of us have Agni as our mouth through whom we accept Hauvis in
a sacrifice in accordance with what is laid down in the Vedas for
the perfect welfare of the householder. So, O Brahmana, let
him put the Havis in Agni. Thereby, with your favour, he will
attain Svarga.

CHAPTER FIVE
Performance of a Satra for Trisanku

Suta said:

1-2. On hearing the words of Brahma, Visvamitra became
furious. He said to Pitamaha: “See the power of my penance. I
will perform a Yajiia with the due Daksina on behalf of Trisanku.
Even as you watch, O Pitamaha, I shall bring him here through
the power of that Yajna.”

3. After saying this, Visvamitra hastened to the earth and
made preparations for the Yajfia on behalf of the noble-souled
Trisanku.

4. At the time proper for commencement of the Yajfia and
in that very auspicious forest, he invited Brahmanas who were
masters of Veda (and expert in sacrificial rites) and got him
(Trisanku) initiated.

5-8. That intelligent sage himself became Adhvaryu in the
sacrificial rite. Sage éim_lilya was Hotr. Gautama was Brahma.
The sage named Cyavana was Agnidhra. Maitrivaruna was
Karmika. Yijiavalkya was Udgatr and Jaimini Pratihartr
Sankuvarna was Prastotr. Galava was Unnetr. Pulastya was
Brahmanicchamsin. Eminent sage Garga was Hotr. Atri was
Nestr and Bhrgu himself was Acchavaka. Trisariku endowed with
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great faith, made all these the Rtviks.

9-10. Trisariku adorned the Rtviks with garments, armlets
and coronets. He got his hair cut and clad himself in the skin
of a black antelop. He engaged himself in Payovrata (vow of
taking in only milk) and held horn of a deer. Thus he engaged
all of them for the purpose of Dirghasattra (Yajiia of long duration).

11-12. When that Dirghasattra got started in a befitting
manner, divine Brahmanas who had mastered the Vedas and
Vedangas came there. So also Tarkikas (Logicians), curious
householders, poor people, blind ones, those in wretched state;
dancers and actors etc., assembled there.

13-14. In the entire sacrificial premises, the following words
were heard always: “Let this be given to these quickly; let this
be given. O people, may you be pleased to eat. Do eat. Do us
this favour” etc. Nothing else was heard.

15-17a. Huge mountain-like heaps of foodgrains were seen
kept ready. So also were heaps of gold and silver and of gems
and jewels in particular. There were innumerable cows for the
sake of being given over to the Brahmanas. Similarly there were
well-tamed horses, and huge elephants in the height of their
rut were kept all round. They appeared like mountains.

17b-18. When this elaborate Yajia went on and Devas were
invoked to partake of their shares, they never turned up. It was
their resolve that they would take in the Havis only through the
sacred fire.

19. Thus twelve years passed off even as the king continued
his Yajiia. But the benefit that he had cherished in his mind
was not attained.

20-21. O excellent Sages, Trisaniku took the Avabhrthasnana
(valedictory bath) at the conclusion of the Sattra. The Rtviks
were propitiated with Daksina due to them and duly sent off. So
also all those who had assembled went away; kinsmen and friends
also took leave and went away.

22-28. The king, still bashful and ashamed, humbly bowed
down to the great sage Visvamitra and said: “With your favour
the entire benefit of the Dirghasattra not easily accessible to all
men, has been obtained by me. So also, O excellent sage, the
caste lost by me has been regained. O Brihmana-Sage,
Candalatva (the state of being a Candala) has been dispelled
with, your favour. But one sorrow is lurking like a dart thrust
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into my heart, since Svarga was not attained by me along with
this body. O Sage, sons of Vasistha will laugh at me on hearing
that my efforts have been in vain and that I have not reached
Svarga. Vasistha’s words that going to heaven in this physical
body, was not attained through Yajia, proved to be true. Hence
I shall go to forest now and perform penance. I will not rule
the kingdom already given over to my son.”

CHAPTER SIX

Attainment of a Boon by Visvamitra

1-3. On hearing the words of Trisanku, Visvamitra the
eminent sage, became a little ashamed and spoke these words:
“O king, grieve not on this account. I shall take you to heaven
along with your physical body. I shall carry out the different
rites for the sake of heaven, O king. I shall either accomplish
your desired object or face my personal destruction.”

4-5. After saying thus, the sage became all the more furious
with the Heaven-dwellers. Within the direct presence of the
king he spoke: “Just as the status of a Brahmana was forcibly
achieved by my own effort, so also I will undoubtedly cause my
own creation.”

6. Thereafter viewing the Moon-crested Lord Sarikara the
great sage duly bowed down with devotion and eulogized him.

Visvamitra said:

7-8. Be victorious, O lover of Parvati; be victorious, O Lord
beyond the pale of thought or mind. Be victorious, O Krsna,
the Lord protector of the universe and the preceptor of the
world. O incomprehensible one, be victorious. O immeasurable
one, be victorious. O infinite one, be victorious. O unswerving
one, be victorious. O immortal one, be victorious. O unconquer-
able one, be victorious. O immutable one, O Lord of Suras, be
victorious.

9-14. Be victorious, O omnipresent one, O Lord of all. Be
victorious, O Lord worthy of being meditated upon by all, be
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victorious, O destroyer of the sins of all. You are the creator and
the dispenser; you are the creator and the protector of the
groups of living beings of four types, O Sarikara, O Ldrd of
Devas. Just as oil is present in gingelly seed or ghee in curds, so
also you invisibly are present in the entire universe on which
you preside. You are Brahmi; you are Hrsikesa; you are Sakra;
you are Hutasana (Fire god); you are Yajna; you are Vasatkira.
You are the Moon. You are the Sun. Or, of what avail is a
eulogy of thine, O Lord, in too many words? I shall briefly
mention your glorious power as recounted by Sruti. Whatever is
mobile and immobile in all the three words, O Lord, is pervaded
by you, like fuel by fire.”

Sri Bhagavan (Lord) said:

15. Welfare unto you, O excellent sage, I am pleased with
you. Request for your boon; whatever has been present in your
heart for long, I shall undoubtedly grant to you.

Visvamitra said:
16. ‘O Lord of Devas, if you are pleased, if a boon has to be

given to me, O Mahesvara, let me have the great ability of
creation with your favour.

17. After saying “Let it be so” the holy Bull-emblemed Lord
vanished from there along with all the Ganas (attendants).

18. Visvamitra stationed himself there with due meditation.
Rivalling with Brahma, the Lord moving about on his Swan, he
began the creation of four types.’
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CHAPTER SEVEN
Trisaniku Attains Svarga

Siita said:

1. With a keen desire, he entered water and began to
meditate. Then he created two Sandhyas (Twilights). O
Brahmanas, they are to be seen even today.

2-3. Thereafter all the groups of the Devas were created by
that noble-souled one. Persons travelling in aerial chariots, stars
and planets, human beings, serpents and Raksasas, creepers
and trees: the seven sages (Great Bear), Dhruva and others
(Pole Star etc.) and sky-walkers were created.

4-5. After creating these, the angry sage Visvamitra employed
them in his own work. At that time two suns and two moons rose
up in the sky simultancously. There werc two sets of planets. Two
sets of stars along with the Great Bear came up, O Brahmana.

6. Thus they competed with one another and were seen
doubled causing chaos and confusion in the minds of the people.

7. In the meantime Sakra accompanied by all the heaven-
dwellers went there where the Lotus-seated Lord was present.

8. O Brahmanas, he along with the Suras, eulogized him with
Vedic hymns, bowed down and stood with palms joined in reverence.

Then he said:

9-10. O most excellent one among Suras, creation of human
beings, Yaksas and Serpents, of Devas, Gandharvas and Raksasas
has been brought about by Visvamitra. Hence do go and restrain
him yourself, O Pitamaha, lest the entire range of mobile and
immobile beings should be pervaded by his creation.

11-12. On hearing his words Vidhi (Brahma) in the company
of Sakra went to the eminent sage Vi§vamitra, the friend and well-
wisher of the world, and said: “O Brahmana-Sage, at my instance
check this lest all the Devas including Vasava should perish.”

Visvamitra said:

13. If the excellent king Trisaniku goes to your world along
with the same physical body, I shall then desist from creation.
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Brahma said:

14-15. Let this king go to heaven along with me, O great
sage. He shall go there along with his physical body, with your
favour, stop your creative effort. No one else could have done
this. What has never been done by anyone in the world has
been achieved by you.

Visvamitra said:
16-17. O Lotus-born Lord, O grandfather of all the worlds,
may this creation of mine (of a new world) carried out in rage

by me be forgiven by you. With your favour, may this creation
of mine be everlasting. O Lotus-born One, I will not repeat this

again.

Brahma said:

18. O Brahmana, what has been already created by you shall
certainly come to stay. But they will never be eligible to share
Yajiia and all other rites.

19. After saying thus and taking TriSariku with him, the great
Grandfather went to Brahmaloka. The delighted sage stayed
there itself.

CHAPTER EIGHT
Killing of Vrtra

Siuta said:

1-4. O excellent Brihmanas, when Trisanku, the best of
kings, reached Svarga thus, by the effort of Vi§vamitra, that
Tirtha became very famous in the entire range of the three
worlds thereafter.

It became the bestower of virtue, wealth, love the salvation on
all the people. It was untouched by the defects of Kali and also
by minor sins. By the power of the Slayer of Tripuras, the sins of
."B_g.ihma:;xa slaughter etc. also never defiled it. One who casts off
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his life there with a mind filled with faith shall attain liberation
even if the man happens to be great sinner.

5. Worms, birds and insects beasts, birds, and lower animals
that die there, undoubtedly go to Sivaloka.

6. Those who take their holy bath there, with a mind
sanctified by faith, will go to Svarga like Trisanku even if they
happen to be irreligious.

7. Those who are distressed due to heat and those who are
overwhelmed by thirst and plunge into the waters there shall
go to the great place where Lord Mahesvara dwells.

8. On becoming aware of the excellent greatness of that
Tirtha, Visvamitra too left off Kuruksetra and started to reside
there.

9. Other quiescent sages abandoned their Tirthas
(of residence) which were far off and came there. Making their
hermitages there, ultimately they attained the greatest region.

10-14. Similarly men from far-off lands, who had committed
hundreds of sins hastened thither, had their holy bath and
attained Svarga as a result due to the efficacy of the Tirtha, O
excellent Brahmanas. In this manner, as the people attained
heavenly abode easily, all the holy rites such as Agnistoma etc.,
became defunct. No man cared to perform Yajiia; no one
wanted to observe vows and restraints. No on made gifts by way
of Dana; no one resorted to the holy Tirthas. Everyone attended
only to the holy bath in Lingabheda. Thereby he sat on excellent
aerial chariots and went to Svarga.

15. Thereby, O Briahmanas, the heavenly worlds became
filled with human beings who competed with Brahma, Visnu
Siva, Indra and other excellent Suras.

16. At that all the groups of Devas, who were thus deprived
of their shares of the Yajfias underwent a great deal of suffering.
They took counsel with one another.

17-18. “The heavenly world is filled completely, due to the
greatness of Hatakesvara, by the people of raised hands
competing with us. Hence step should be taken to wipe out this
Tirtha named Hatakeévara from the surface of the earth.”

19. Thereupon, at the behest of Sakra the Sarhvartaka Wind
(the destructive storm at the time of the ultimate annihilation)
filled the entire holy spot with dust particles, O excellent
Brihmanas.
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20. When thus that Tirtha became ruined and bruied all the
rites associated with Kratus became revived.

21. After a lapse of long time an anthill rose up in that*holy
spot and it gradually reached down to Patala.

22-23. Thereafter, serpents came into the mortal world out of
curiosity, through that path and wandered over the earth, where
they enjoyed all human pleasures as they pleased and then went
back to their own abode through the same path.

24. Thererore, O excellent Brahmanas that anthill became
well known all over the earth as Nagabila (Serpent-hole) due to
the to-and-fro movements of serpents.

25-26. After some time the Lord, the Slayer of Paka (i.e.
Indra) incurred the sin of Brahmana slaughter and became
lustre-less. Thereafter, by the command of Pitamaha, he entered
Patala through that path and visited Hatakesvara.

27. Instantly he became rid of sins, as a result of that visit.
Regaining his splendour he went back to heaven.

28. Having thus become aware of the power of that Linga of
the Trident-bearing Lord named Hatakesvara, he became afraid
of danger from human beings.

29-31. ‘If some man, like king Trisanku were to adore that
Linga faithfully and become sinless, he will be sure to oust me
from the heavenly abode. Hence I shall fill up this path to
Piatila.’ Hence he hurriedly prepared for the same. Satakratu
himself hurled the excellent mountain Raktasrnga' (Red-
peaked) into that hole.

The sages said:

32-33. How did Devendra incur the sin of Brahmana-slaugh-
ter? When did that noble-souled Devendra incur that sin?, O
Suta, describe all this in detail to us. What is this mountain
Raktasrnga that was hurled there by him? Who was that par-
ticular group of men of whom the Consort of $aci had the
great fear?

Sita said:
34-37. Formerly, O excellent Brahmanas, the daughter of

- 1. Raktasrnga: A mythical mountain, son of Himailaya. It was used by Indra
¥y close the passage from the earth to Hitakeivara Lifiga in.’Pitila.
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Hiranyakasipu named Rama was married by Tvastr. The lady was
rich in beauty and other excellent qualities but for a long time
she was not blessed with a son. Getting disgusted and detached,
she performed a penance for the sake of a son. She began to
meditate on Mahesvara, the Lord of Devas, the overlord of Suras.
With perfect faith she offered oblations and other offerings and
adored. She had perfect control and her diet was regulated.
She had her holy baths regularly and performed Japa duly. To
excellent Brahmanas she offered different kinds of Dana.

38-40. At the end of a thousand years, Mahesvara became
pleased with her and said: “I shall grant you a boon you wish.
Do choose it.” She pleaded: “O Holy Lord, with your favour, let
a son be born to me. Let him be heroic adopting the from of a
Brahmana and Danava. He should not be killed by means of
weapons. He should have studied the Vedas fully and always be
active in sacrificial rites. Due to his splendour and fame he
should be well-known among all the embodied beings.”

The Lord said:

41-42. There is no doubt about this. Your son will be learned
and strong. He cannot be killed by any weapon. He will be
engowed with great splendour. He will perform Yajias and
make gifts. He will be heroic with full mastery of the Vedas and
Vadangas. He will perform all the holy rites enjoined in the
Brahmanas. He will be invincible in battle unto all the Suras
and Asuras.

43-44. Having said this the Lord of Devas vanished. After the
next menstrual cycle she duly conceived from Visvakarman. In
the tenth month she gave birth to a splendid son marked with
all characteristic features and splendorous shining like twelve
suns shining together.

45. On the twelfth day, the father honoured excellent
Brahmanas and gave to him the well known name Vrtra.

46. The boy grew up like the Moon in the bright half
delighting the father and the mother. He was duly fondled by
all the kinsmen.

47-48. Then the excellent Braihmana Sukra, formally initiated
him in the Vrata of celebacy (Brahmacarya) befitting a Brahmana
though he (Vrtra) was a Dinava. Vrtra was a favourite of his
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preceptors. Establishing himself in the holy Vrata of a celibate
(religious) student Vrtra studied by heart all the Vedas along
with Vedaingas. °

49. Attaining prime of youth, he conquered all the kings
and brought the whole Earth under his control; thereafter he
conquered Patala also.

50. Ambitious of conquering Indra, he went to the abode of
Suras and routed the Devas including Indra in the course of a
battel.

51-568. The Thunderbolt-bearing One fought eighteen battles
with him but in none of them did he win, O excellent
Braihmanas.

Along with the surviving Suras who were wounded and
maimed in all their limbs, the frightened Lord Sakra started
from heaven and went to Brahmaloka.

Vrtra occupied position of Sakra and enjoyed the entire range
of the three worlds after destroying all the obstacles thereto.

The mighty one employed the power-arrogant Danavas in
the different positions of the Devas facilitating their partaking
of the shares in the Yajias.

O excellent Brahmanas, thus he attained the suzerainty over
all the three worlds, yet he was not contented because he had
an eye on Brahmaloka.

Thereupon he summoned Sukra along with four of his
ministers. Bowing down humbly, he spoke these sweet words:

Vrtra said:

O leading member of the family of my preceptor, Sakra has
gone to Brahmaloka in fright. Tell me how one has to gain
access thereto, so that I can kill Sakra, Virifici and everyone
else. I shall grant you Brahmaloka and enjoy Svarga myself.

Sukra said;

59. O excellent one among Danavas, you will have no access
thereto. So, it behoves you to be contented with the dominion
of the three worlds.

i’rtra said: ’
60-61. As long as Sutrimi (Indra) is alive, I will not be
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happy. Hence, O excellent Brahmana, I shall endeavour for the
state of full riddance of all obstacles.

O scion of the family of Bhrgu, how did Sakra get an entry
therein? O highly intelligent one, tell me why it will not be
possible for me.

Sukra said:

62-64. Formerly a penance was performed by him in
the Naimisa forest, O excellent Dinava. He had been
meditating on Sankara for a period of one thousand years.
By the power thereof, he has free access thereto forever along
with his servants and followers. There is no other reason for that.

Another person who performs a similar penance in the Naimisa
forest shall also have undoubtedly the access to Brahmaloka.

Suta said:

65-70. On hearing it, he hastened to Naimisa the excellent
Tirtha, and performed a very severe penance meditating on
Mahesvara. Earlier he had assigned the protection of the three
worlds to excellent Danujas who had great power and who were
superior to even Sakra in valour.

During rainy season he remained under the open sky. During
Hemanta (winter) he resorted to water-ponds. During summer
he practised his holy rite in the midst of fires. He sustained
himself by the intake of air only.

He continued the penance for hundreds of years. Therefore,
Devas with Brahma and Visnu as leaders became frightened.

They could only take counsel together for destroying him.
They tried to find loopholes and vulnerable points, but they
could not. They became miserable.

Ultimately Visnu decided in his mind, after giving deep
thought for a long time to the means of destroying 