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SKANDA PURANA
BOOK 1V: KASI KHANDA

SECTION II: UTTARARDHA

CHAPTER FIFTYONE
Description of Sun-gods Called Aruna, Vrddha etc.!
Obeisance to Sri Ganesa -

Agastr enquired:

1. O delighter of the heart of Parvati, O Lord born of the
body of the Omniscient Lord, I wish to ask something. O Lord,
it behoves you to explain it

2. How did that chaste lady, a daughter of Patriarch Daksa,
a wife of Kasyapa and mother of Garuda become a slave?

Skanda replied:

3. I shall recount to you, O highly intelligent one, how that
pitiable lady Vinata got into slavery; listen.

4. Formerly Kadra gave birth to a hundred sons of Kasyapa
and Vinata to three, namely Uluka, Aruna and Tarksya.

5. In view of his being the eldest, Kausika (i.e. Uluka)
attained the Kingship of birds; but since he was bereft of virtues,
he was dethroned from the kingdom by all those birds.

6-7. “This (bird) is evil-eyed; he is blind by day; he is always

1. This chapter describes the legend of the following Sun-gods. Their
names and locations are noted as below:

Name Location
1. Arunaditya ¢ In Trilocana Temple
2 Vrddhaditya :  South of Visalaksi Temple at Mira Ghata
8. Kesavaditya :  In Adi-Kesava Temple
4. Vimaladitya *  In Jangambadi area—south of Godulia crossing
5. Gangaditya : At Lalita Ghata
6. Yamaditya : At Yama Tirtha near Viresvara.
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2 Skanda Purana

crooked-nailed; his voice causes extreme alarm to everyone.”
Thus those birds censured its qualities in various ways. Hence
they did not select anyone else as a king. They moyed about
as they pleased. -

8. Since Kausika’s lot had been so, Vinata was excessively
eager to see a son. Hence she broke open the egg of the
middle one.

9. The egg was to be broken after completion of one thou-
sand years, O Pot-born Sage. But out of eagerness, the egg was
broken open by her in eight-hundredth year.

10. By that time all the limbs of that highly refulgent
child staying within that egg, had become full-fledged above
the thighs only.

11. As soon as it came out of the egg, the mother was
cursed by that child with semi-fledged limbs. The splendour of
his face was Aruna (red) with rage.

12-13. “O my mother, the sons of Kadrii were seen playing
in the lap of their mother gracefully by you and the egg was
broken open. Hence, I have become one with incompletely
developed limbs. I, therefore, curse you. O bird! Be the slave
of those very children born of your co-wife.”

14. Trembling due to that curse, the bird spoke thus, “O
Anuru (thighless one), my son, tell me the end (redemption)
of the curse, unto your mother.”

15.  Aniru said: “Do not break open that third egg. It is
unfledged like mine. He who is to be born out of this egg, will
redeem you from slavery.”

16.  After saying thus, Aruna flew unto the sacred place
called Anandakinana, where Visvesvara bestowed blessedness
even on that crippled one.

17.  Thus the cause of the slavery of Vinata has been re-
counted to you as per your query. O sage, incidentally I shall
tell you the origin of Arunaditya.

18.  This child was called Anaru because he had no thighs.
He was known as Aruna because his (face) had become red in
colour due to anger. Penance was performed by him at Varanasi
and the Sun-god was propitiated.

19. That Lord too became pleased and granted boons to
that Aniiru. The Sungod became known as Arunaditya after his
name.
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IV.ii.51.20-32 3

The Sun-god said:

20. O Anuru, son of Vinata, stay forever in my chariot in
front of me, dispelling the darkness for the welfare of all the
worlds.

21.  If men worship the idol installed by you here in Varanasi,
to the north of Mahadeva idol, they will have nothing to fear
from anywhere.

22.  Neither misery, nor poverty, nor sins will affect those
who always worship me designated as Arunaditya.

23. By resorting to Arunaditya they can ward off the af-
fliction from all ailments. They are not affected by evil phe-
nomena, nor are they burned by the fire of grief.

24. Thereafter the Sun-god made Aruna mount his chariot
and took him away. Even today Aruna rises at dawn in the solar
chariot.

25. Whence can there be fear from misery unto him who
gets up in the morning everyday and offers obeisance to Aruna
along with the Sun-god?

26.  If any excellent man listens to the greatness of Arunaditya,
he will never incur any sin.

Skanda said:

27.  Listen to the greatness of Vrddhaditya. I shall narrate
it to you. The very act of listening to it makes a man avoid
sinful acts.

28. Here at Varanasi formerly an old great sage named
Harita propitiated the Sun-god for the sake of great abun-
dance of penance.

29. Endowed with firm devotion, he installed the image of
the Sun towards the south of Visilaksi. The image had all auspicious
characteristics and was intended to bestow auspiciousness.

30. Bradhna (the Sun-god), being pleased with him, granted
a boon unto that old austere sage. He said, “Do not delay.
Request me. What boon should be given by me to you?”

31. That sage chose the boon from the delighted Sun-
god, the jewel of firmament: “If the Lord is pleased, grant me

youth once again.
32. Since I have reached old age, I have no capacity to
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4 Skanda Purana

perform penance. Having regained my youth, I shall perform
an excellent penance.

33. Penance alone is the greatest virtue. Penance alone
is the greatest wealth. Penance alone is the great {Purusartha
called) love. Penance is certainly salvation.

34.  Prosperity and riches can be obtained anywhere with-
out penance. Good position was obtained by Dhruva and others
only on the strength of penance.

35. Thanks to your liberal gift of the boon, I shall regain
youth honoured by all and thereafter perform penance that
bestows greatness in both the worlds.

36. Fie upon old age of living beings here! Thereby all
become estranged because even women do not remain under
one's control, when one's sense-organs are afflicted with old age.

37. Even death is preferable to old age that causes exces-
sive misery. Death is painful for a moment, but the pain of old
age occurs every moment.

38. Men who have conquered their sense-organs, desire
longevity for the sake of long continued penance, wealth for
the purpose ot donation, a wife for procreating a son, and
intellect for attaining salvation.”

39. Bradhna (the Sun-god) removed the senility of the
old man immediately and granted him youth that produces
charm and becomes the means of attaining merit.

40.  After attaining youth from Bradhna thus, that great
old sage Harita performed a fierce penance in Varanasi.

41. Thereafter that deity Aditya who dispels senility is
remembered as Vrddhaditya, because he had been propitiated
by the old sage Harita.

42. Many have attained supernatural powers, O Pot-born
One, by propitiating in Varanasi, Vrddhaditya, the destroyer of
old age, wretchedness and ailments.

43. By bowing down to Vrddhaditya at Varanasi on a Sunday,
a man shall obtain the desired benefit. He will not meet with

wretchedness.

Skanda said:

44, Hear, henceforth, O sage, about the excellent Kesavaditya
and how the Sun-god attained (spiritual) knowledge after as-
sociating with Kesava.
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IV.ii.51.45-56 5

_ 45.  Once, Adikesava was seen worshipping the Linga of
Isvara by Saptasva (seven-horsed one = the Sun-god) who was
proceeding ahead in the firmament.

46.  Out of curiosity, Ravi descended from heaven and sat
silently, motionlessly, steadily near Hari and was greatly amazed.
47. Desirous of asking Hari something and awaiting the

opportunity thereof, he bowed down to Hari when the latter had
concluded the adoration. He kept his palms joined in reverence.

48. “Welcome to you”, said Hari with great respect. He
made the Sun-god who had bowed down, sit near him.

49. Seeing that it was a suitable opportunity and having
got the permission of the destroyer of Asuras, Lokacaksus (‘the
eye of the world’—the Sun) bowed down to Adhoksaja (Visnu)
and submitted as follows:

Ravi said:

50. O Visvambhara, O Lord of the universe, you are the
immanent soul of all the worlds. O Madhava, worthy of being
adored by the universe, is there anyone worthy of being adored
here, even by you?

51. O resort of all the worlds, all this (visible world) manifests
from you. Everything gets dissolved in you. You alone are the
protector of the entire universe.

52. 1 have come to you after seeing this surprising thing.
What is this that is being worshipped, O Lord, by you, the
destroyer of the distress of worldly existence?

53.  On hearing this speech of the thousand-rayed Sun,
Hrsikesa (Lord Visnu) stopped the Sun-god with a gesture of
his hand as though saying, “Do not speak loudly.”

Sri Visnu said:

54. The Blue-throated Consort of Uma, the great Lord,
the Lord of Devas alone is worthy of being adored here. He

is the cause of all causes.
55. If anyone of deficient intellect worships someone other

than the Three-eyed Lord, he should be considered as one
devoid of eyes, though actually he may have eyes.
56. Mrtyuiijaya alone is worthy of being adored. He re-
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6 Skanda Purana

moves birth, death and old age. Indeed, by worshipping Mrtyuiijaya,
Sveta (ketu) was able to vanquish death.

57. By propitiating Kalakala (Siva), Bhragi vanquished
Kila (god of Death). Mrtyu (god of Death) spared the son of
Silada (Nandi) and others who worshipped Mrtyuijaya.

58.  Who will not become the most adorable of all by wor-
shipping Bhutesa who vanquished the Tripuras sportingly by
discharging a single arrow?

59.  The propitiation of the Three-eyed Lord is the no-
blest act, since he is the cause of the victory over the three
worlds. O Bradhna, who does not adore the enemy of Smara,
who is the vital essence of all?

60. To whom is Lord Siva not the most adorable one?
This whole universe becomes shrunk (destroyed) when his eyelashes
close and becomes full-fledged when his eyes open.

61. By worshipping the Linga of Sambhu here, a man
attains all the four aims of life immediately. No hesitation
need be entertained in this respect.

62.  Certainly after worshipping Sarmbhu’s Linga here, a
man instantly gets rid of heaps of sins acquired in the course
of hundreds of births.

63. Undoubtedly what things—sons, wives, lands, heaven,
liberation from Samsara, will not happen (be obtained) by
worshipping (Siva)?

64. O Thousand-rayed One, by the sole worship of Sivalinga
the riches and prosperities of all the three worlds have been
attained by me. It is true, it is certainly true all the times.

65.  This alone is the greatest Yoga, this alone is the great-
est austerity, this alone is the greatest wisdom whereby Sivalinga
is worshipped.

66. In this wide world, the receptacle of misery, whence
can there be the fear of misery unto those by whom the Linga
of Parvati’s Lord has been worshipped even once?

67. O Ravi, O Divakara, even great sins do not harass him
who has sought refuge in the Linga forsaking everything else.

68. O Bhaskara, interest in the worship of the Linga here,
shall occur only in those persons whose severance from the
mundane existence, Mahesvara wishes to bring into effect.

69. There is nothing else in all the three worlds more
meritorious than the propitiation of the Linga. One shall have
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(the benefit of) having the holy bath in all the Tirthas by
resorting to the holy water with which the Linga is bathed.

70. Hence, O Arka, you too worship the Linga of Mahesvara
in order to acquire the greatest glory increasing with the greatest
refulgence.

71. On hearing these words of Hari, the Thousand-rayed
Lord made a crystal Linga, O sage, and has been worshipping
it ever since and even today.

72.  Vivasvan (Sun-god) chose Adikesava as his preceptor
and is worshipping there to the north of Adikesava.

73. Hence that Linga is called Kesavaditya. He is the de-
stroyer of the darkness of devotees. On being adequately
worshipped, he shall bestow for ever everything desired in the
mind.

74. By propitiating Kesavaditya in Varanasi, a good man
acquires highest wisdom whereby he attains salvation too.

75. In the holy Tirtha Padodaka at the confluence of
Ganga and Varana, one should perform the ritualistic offering
of water to one's predecessors and should visit Kesavaditya. He
is liberated from congenital sins.

76-77. O Agasti, on the Rathasaptami day (seventh day of
the bright half of Magha) coinciding with a Sunday, a devotee
should take bath early in the morning in the Padodaka Tirtha
in front of Adikesava. He should observe silence and worship
Kesavaditya. Instantaneously, he shall be absolved of the sins
incurred in the course of seven births.

78-81. Three Mantras:

“(a) May the Saptami of the month of Makara dispel all my
sins acquired in the course of seven births and the illness and
grief attending them.(b) May these seven types of sins: (i)
committed in the current birth, (ii) acquired in the previous
birth, (iii) mental ones, (iv) verbal ones, (v) physical ones, (vi)
known ones, (vii) unknown ones, be dispelled. (c¢) O Saptasaptika
(the Solar Sakti), the Saptami of Makara destroys these seven
forms of sins, by my holy bath. Dispel them along with the
seven ailments.”

By repeating these three Mantras and by taking the holy dip
in Padodaka and also by visiting Kesavaditya a man shall be
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8 Skanda Purana

free from sins instantaneously.

82. One who listens to the greatness of Kesavaditya with
faith, is never smeared with sins. He acquires dgvotion unto
Siva.

Skanda said:

83.  Henceforth, listen O sage, to the excellent Vimaladitya
stationed in the beautiful forest of Harikesavana in Varanasi.

84-85. Formerly, there was a Ksatriya named Vimala in the
‘Ucca Desa’ (in the country called ‘Ucca’ or in a hilly country).
Though he abided by the path devoid of impurities, he contracted
the foul disease of leprosy as a result of the previous Karmas.
He left his wife, home and riches. The sensible man repaired
to Varanasi and propitiated Bradhna (the Sun-god).

86. He worshipped the Sun-god with the fragrant flowers
of Japa, Karavira, excellent Kimmsuka, red lotuses and Asoka.

87-89. He offered garlands of Patala and Campaka flowers
with exquisite workmanship. He oftered red sandal mixed with
saffron, agallochum and camphor. He offered Devamohana
incenses filling the whole atmosphere with profuse perfume,
lights with Karpiuira, lamps with wicks and also milk and ghee
puddings for Naivedya. He offered different kinds of arghyas,
repeated hymns and prayers of the Sun-god in accordance with
the (specific) injunctions. While he was propitiating thus, the
Sun-god became the bestower of boons.

90. He said: “O Vimala of spotless activities, mention the
boon you would have. Let this leprosy of yours disappear. Request
for another boon.”

91-94. On hearing these words of the Sun-god, Vimala bowed
down in prostration on the ground, with hairs standing on end
due to exhilaration. He submitted to the Sun-god having mono-
wheeled chariot: “O eye of the universe, O incomprehensible
soul, O dispeller of great darkness, if the holy Lord is pleased,
if a boon may be granted to me, then let there be no leprosy
in the whole family of those who are steadfast in devotion unto
you. O Thousand-rayed One, let there not be other ailments
too; let there be no poverty and let there be no distress unto
your devotees.”
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Sri Surya said:
95. Let it be so, O highly intelligent one. Listen to an-

other excellent boon. This idol has been adored by you, O

extremely intelligent one.
96. I will never leave off the vicinity of this idol. This

image will be popularly known after your name.
97. Its name shall be Vimaladitya. It shall always be the
bestower of boons on devotees. It shall dispel all ailments and

all sins.

98.  After granting these boons, the Sun vanished there
itself. Vimala, with a clean spotless body went to his abode.
99.  Thus is the Vimaladitya at Varanasi the bestower of

auspiciousness. Merely by visiting him, the foul disease of leprosy

becomes completely destroyed(cured).
100. A man who listens to this story of Vimaladitya attains

spotless purity. He gets rid of all mental impurities.
P purity I

Skanda said:

101. There is another (deity) Gangaditya to the south of
Visvesa. A man attains purity merely by seeing it

102. When Ganga arrived with Bhagiratha leading her, the
Sun-god stationed himself there in order to eulogize Ganga.

103. FEven to this day, Bhaskara faces Ganga day and night
and eulogizes her. He is delighted i his soul and bestows
boon on the devotees of Ganga.

104.  An excellent man who propitiates Gangaditya in Varanasi,
never attains wietchedness at any place. Nor does he fall ill.

Skanda said:

105. O blessed one, listen to another thing connected with
Yamaditya. On hearing it, a man never sees the world of Yama.

106. By visiting Yamaditya, O sage, to the west of Yamesa
and to the east of Viresa a devotee never sees the world of
Yama.

107. After taking bath in Yama Tirtha on a Tuesday coin-
ciding with the fourteenth lunar day, the devotee should visit
Yamesvara. He is quickly absolved of all sins.
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10 Skanda Purana

108. Formerly Yama performed pure penance in Yama Tirtha.
Then he installed Yamesa and Yamaditya that bestow super-
natural powers.

109. O Pot-born One, since Aditya was instailed there by
Yama, he is known as Yamaditya and he removes the torture
arising from Yama.

110. One who bows to Yamesa and Yamaditya installed by
Yama and takes his holy dip in Yamatirtha does not see the
world of Yama.

111. One becomes free from indebtedness to Pitrs by per-
forming libations and offerings of balls of rice in Yama Tirtha
on the fourteenth lunar day on a Tuesday with Bharani con-
stellation.

112-114. The Pitrs dwelling in Narakas always desire thus: “If
this excellent combination of a Tuesday with Bharani and the
fourteenth lunar day occurs and if some highly intelligent (scion
of our family) takes his holy bath in Yama Tirtha at Kasi and
offers'libations along with gingelly seeds, it shall be conducive
to our liberation. If Sriddha is performed in this combination
at Yama Tirtha at Kasi, of what avail is the pilgrimage to Gaya
and Sraddhas with enormous Daksinas?”

115. One should be free from indebtedness to the Pitrs by
performing Sraddha in Yama Tirtha, adoring Yamesvara and
bowing down to Yamaditya.

Skanda said: -

116. Thus (the propitiation of) twelve Adityas who dispel
sins has been explained to you. On listening to the origin of
these, a man does not fall into a hell.

117. O Pot-born Sage, there are many other Adityas too
installed in Kaséi such as Guhyakarka etc., by devotees of the
Sun-god.

118. By listening to these holy Adhyayas (chapters 45 to
51) explaining the twelve Adityas and by narrating them to
others a man can avert disasters. He never attains wretched-

ness.
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CHAPTER FIFTYTWO
Description of Dasasvamedha’

Skanda said:

1. After the Sun had gone to Kasi that is fascinating to all
the three worlds, O sage, Hara who was stationed in Mandara
reached a high degree of anxiety:

2. ‘The Yoginis have not returned till this day. Nor has the
fierce-rayed Sun-god. It is surprising that I have no tidings
about Kasi. It has become very difficult to get.

3. Or, what is surprising in this: If Kasi makes even my
steady mind fickle and unsteady, what then is the position in
regard to other Suras?

4. 1 burned down Kama, the conqueror of the three worlds,
by my glance. Alas! the desire for Kasi burns all the more and
torments me.

5. Whom shall I send next to seek the tidings of Kasi?
Brahma alone is capable of knowing it because he is four-faced
(or clever-faced).’

6. After thinking thus, Srikantha invited the Creator (Brahma)
with great deal of respect. After he had taken a seat, he spoke
to him:

7. “At first the Yoginis were sent. Then the thousand-rayed

- P

Sun was sent. Till today, they have not returned from Kasi, O
Lotus-born One?.
8. O Lord of the worlds, that Kasi creates eagerness in my
mind like a tremulous-eyed girl in that of an ordinary man.
9. Though Mandara here abounds in beautiful caves, I do
not feel drawn towards it like a crocodile which does not revel

1. Dasasvamedha Ghata is the most popular Ghita in Varanasi. In ancient
times it was called Rudrasarovara. But it got its name Dasasvamedha when God
Brahma performed ten horse-sacrifices here under the sponsorship of King
Divodasa. The Brahmesvara Linga established by Brahma is in a low-lying
building inundated every year in floods. The Dasisvamedhesvara Linga is in
the compound of Sitala Devi. Godavari (now called Godulia Nila) joined
Ganga at this Ghita and this had additional sanctity due to this confluence.

The original Ghita is the southern side of the modern Dasasévamedha
Ghata. The northern Ghita was formerly called Prayaga Ghata and was an
independent one. (BCL 226-8)

2. The reading ‘Kamalasarnbhava’ is more appropriate than ‘Kalaasarhbhava’.
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12 Skanda Purana

in a small lake where the water is shallow as well as turbid.

10.  That burning sensation arising from the poison Halahala
did not so torment me as this one arising from the separation
of Kasi which afflicts me very much.

11.  Though the cool-rayed Moon is situated on my head
and sheds nectarine drops as it were, it is not capable of dispelling
the distress arising from the separation from Kasi.

12. O Brahma, O highly intelligent one, O foremost among
noble ones, go hence to Kasi quickly and do an investigation
for me in this regard as desired by me.

13. O Brahma, you alone know the reason for my leaving
Kasi. Even a dull-witted one may not leave Kasi. What to say
in the case of one who knows something!

14. O Brahma, why don't I go myself to Kasi along with
my Maiya (Parvati—the Sakti) today itself? But I am not eager
to assail Divodasa who abides by his Dharma.

15. O Brahma, since you carry out everything that has to
be done, the instruction ‘Do this and this’ is entirely meaning-
less in your case.

16.  Go safe without any ill-luck. May your path lead to
auspiciousness.”

Brahma took the order with a bowed head and went joyously
to Varanasi.

17. The Self-born Lord with white Swan as his vehicle
reached the city of Varanasi quickly and considered himself
blessed, as one who has done his duty.

18. ‘In this contact with Kasi, I have gained the benefit
of having the Swan as a vehicle, since they say that there are
obstacles in regard to the attainment of Kasi at every step.

19. The root drs (to see) has become meaningful in re-
gard to my Driau (eyes) since this Anandavatika has come
clearly within the range of my vision.

20.  The celestial river itself waters it with its own current.
The trees are blissful here. The people are full of bliss here.

21.  All the fruits in Kasi give delight for ever. Kasi is a
perpetual source of delight. Siva is a perpetual bestower of
bliss.

22-25. Hence, all the creatures in Kasi become bliss embod-
ied. Only those feet that traverse the ground in the city of
Visvabhartr (Siva) and become blessed, know how to traverse.
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Only those ears of great learning, of persons well-versed in the
Vedas here know how to hear, because Kasi has been heard
by them once. Only the mind of diligent person here medi-
tates properly because Kasi, the source of all authorities, is
pondered over by it. The intellect of intelligent persons here
comprehends everything, because the abode of Dhurjati has
been made its object.

26. Better indeed are those grains and grass blades, even
though wafted by wind and fallen within Kasi, than those people
who have not seen Kasi.

27.  Today, my life-span extending over two Parardhas has
become fruitful, because in the course of that period the city
of Kasika, rare to be visited, has been attained by me.

28. Wonderful is my asset of righteousness, astonishing is
the weightiness of my fortune, since I have seen Kasi today that
has been thought over for a long time.

29. The tree of my austerities sprinkled with the water of
devotion to Siva, has borne the abundant fruits of all cherished
desires.

30.  Various things have been created by me in the course
of my creative activities. But Kasi that has been created by
Visvesa is unique in itself.’

31. Brahma, who was delighted in his mind after viewing
the city of Varanasi, assumed the form of an aged Brahmana
and visited the king.

32. With raw rice-grains wet with water in his hand, he
proclaimed Svasti unto the king. He was saluted by the king
and offered a seat which he occupied.

33.  The king duly honoured him by standing up and offering
the seat and the like. On being asked the purpose of his visit,
the Brahmana said to the king:

The Brahmana said:

34. O king, I am an aged person staying here for a long
time. You may not know me but I know that you are Ripuiijaya
(in your previous birth) or conqueror of enemies!

35. Hundreds of kings have been seen by me. They dis-
tributed much by way of monetary gifts. They successfully fought
many battles. They regularly performed sacrifices. They con-
trolled their sense-organs.
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36. They eschewed the group of six enemies (lust, anger
etc.). They were of excellent conduct. They possessed Sattva
quality. They mastered learning. They were experts in state-
craft and polity.

37.  They are clever yet merciful and chivalrous. They abide
by the vow of truthfulness. They are on a par with the Earth
in forbearance. By their majesty and gravity they have excelled
oceans.

38. They have conquered anger and are brave. They are
the source of origin of gentleness and of handsome features,
being richly endowed with these and other good qualities. Thus
they have amassed good reputation as their asset.

39. But, O saintly king, generally among these kings, two
or three of your extremely sacred, good qualities have not
been seen by me.

40.  You consider your subjects as members of your family.
You consider Brahmanas as your deity. You have great austeri-
ties to your credit. In this regard the other kings are unlike
you.

41. O Divodasa, you are blessed. You are worthy of honour
due to your good qualities. You are worthy of the adoration of
all good persons. Afraid of you, even the Devas do not go
astray.

42.  Of what avail unto you, O king, is the panegyric of
Brahmanas like me who are devoid of desires? What can we
do? The group of your good qualities makes us your eulogiz-
ers.

43.  May this chitchat be set apart. 1 shall state the thing
relevant at present. O king, I am desirous of performing a
sacrifice. Hence [ seek your help.

44. O king, this kingdom has a benign king in you. It is
the receptacle of all prosperities. I have some assets in the
form of great wealth accumulated by legitimate means.

45. In this land of Karmas, the capital city is the most
excellent one. Even on the day of annihilation, there is not
reduction in the power to yield benefits in the case of the holy
rites.

46. The wealth amassed by persons abiding by the righ-
teous path, should be utilized in Kasi. Otherwise it will be
conducive to pain and distress.
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47. O king, no one understands the excellent greatness
of Kasi, except the three-eyed Sambhu, the bestower of all
wisdom.

48. I think that you are highly blessed since you rule Kasi,
the excellent Tanu (physical form) of Visvabhartr (Lord Siva),
as a result of merits incurred in the course of many hundreds
of births.

49.  This has been decided by great sages that Kasi is the
essence of the three worlds, the essence of the three Vedas
and the greatest essence of the three aims of life.

50.  This city is protected, thanks to the blessings of Visvesa,
by you. By the protection of even one in Kasi (it is as good as)
the three worlds protected.

51. O sinless one, I shall mention another thing condu-
cive to your welfare if it appeals to you. Visvesa alone should
always be propitiated by means of all rites.

52.  Never look upon the Lord of the universe like other
gods, O king. Brahma, Visnu, Indra, Candra and Arka are
mere playthings of Dhurjati.

53. What is conducive to your welfare has been told by
me, since kings should be properly advised by Brahmanas desirous
of their ultimate benefit. Otherwise what have I to do with
such (anxious) thoughts?

54-57. When the Brahmana kept quiet after speaking this,
the excellent king replied:

The king said:

O excellent Brahmana, whatever has been spoken by you
has been grasped by me in the heart. I am at your service in
the matter of helping you who are desirous of performing
sacrifice.

Take away all the requisites for the sacrifice from my trea-
sury. Whatever I have in the kingdom consisting of seven constituent
elements, you are the lord unto that entirely. With single-
minded attention go ahead with the sacrifice. Consider that
everything you desire has already been accomplished. In my
rule over the kingdom, O Brahmana, I have no selfish interest.
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I do endeavour for helping others with my own person, sons

and wives.

58. It has been said by learned men that for kings the
sole duty is the protection of the subjects. It is far superior to
sacrificial rites and even Tirthas.

59.  The fire arising out of the suffering of the subjects
is fiercer and more terrible than the fire of thunderbolt which
can reduce to ash two or three persons (only) whereas the
former destroys the kingdom, the family and the physical frame
(of the king).

60. O excellent Brahmana, whenever I feel the desire for
having the valedictory bath after a sacrifice, I bathe myself with
the waters from the feet of Brahmanas.

6l. The offerings I make in the mouth of a Brahmana,
O excellent Brahmana of high intelligence, are, I think, better
than sacrificial rites.

62. Among all the desires in my heart, this one is more
dominant that at least someone should be seen today request-
ing for something, even my own body.

63. Oh! Good! My desire has become fulfilled after many
days that today you have come to my abode begging for something,
O Brahmana.

64. With the mind concentrated, O Brahmana, perform
many sacrifices with ample monetary gifts. Take it that assis-
tance in everything has been rendered already.

65. On hearing this speech of the virtuous and highly
intelligent king, Brahma, the Creator, became pleased in his
mind. He gathered together the requisites for sacrifice.

66. Getting the help of the saintly King Divodasa, the
Lotus-born One performed in Kasi ten great horse-sacrifices.

67.  As the interspaces of the firmament were pervaded by
the columns of smoke from the Homas, the firmament has not
given up the bluish colour ever since.

68. Since that time onwards, that Tirtha has become well-
known all over the world. The Tirtha named Dasasvamedha in
Varanasi is the bestower of auspiciousness.

69.  Formerly that Tirtha was known by the name Rudrasaras.
It later became ‘Dasasvamedhika’ due to its taking over by
Brahma.
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70.  Thereafter, the heavenly river came into contact with
it in association with Bhagiratha. Hence that excellent Tirtha
became extremely meritorious and sacred.

71. After installing the Linga Dasasvamedhesa there, Brahma
stayed there itself. Even till today he has not left Kasi.

72.  He did not find any vulnerable point in that king who
was extremely interested in pious acts. Hence what could Brahma
have said after going to Lord Siva?

73.  He realized the power of the holy place. Meditating
on Siva, the Lord of the universe, Brahma installed Brahmesvara

and remained there itself.

74. It is certain that Kasi is the supreme form of Visvesa.
Since I serve it, Sambhu will not get angry with me.
75. Who is silly enough to leave after arriving at Kasi

capable of removing Karmas acquired in the course of many
births?

76. It is but natural that the body of the Lord of Visva, the
annihilator of the distress of the universe, should feel all the
more distressed through the great fire of separation from Kasi.

77. After attaining Kasi, the destroyer of masses of sins,
if anyone leaves it, he should be known as a human beast,
averse to the supreme bliss.

78.  If Kasi is attained by the blessings of Isa, it should not
be abandoned by a person desirous of the glory of liberation
after discarding the hellish worldly evils.

79. If anyone of wicked intention abandons Kasi and goes
elsewhere, the outcome of the fruit of the four aims of life
surely slips down from his hands.

80. Who is silly enough to abandon it after attaining Kasi,
the destroyer of mass of sin, the heightener of excellent merit
and the bestower of the bliss of salvation?

81.  Where does one get that happiness in Satyaloka? Where
is that happiness in the region of Visnu—the happiness that
is obtained in Kasi even after resorting to it for half a minute.

82.  After having come to this decision about the various
good qualities of Varanasi, O sage, Druhina (God Brahma) did
not return to Mandara mountain.

Skanda said:

83. O son of Mitra and Varuna, I shall narrate the great-
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ness of Dasasvamedha in Kasi, the crest-jewel of all holy spots.

84. Whatever sacred rite, even if it is very small, is per-
formed after reaching Dasasvamedhika, the most excellent of
all excellent Tirthas, it is said to be everlasting.

85-86. Holy bath, liberal gifts, Japa, Homa, Svadhyaya, worship
of a deity, offer of twilight prayers, libation and Sraddha in
veneration of the ancestors, everything in Dasasvamedha is
holy. By taking a single bath in Dasasvamedha Tirtha and by
visiting the Lord of Dasasvamedha, an excellent man is rid of
all sins.

87.  On the first day of the bright half of the month of
Jyestha, the devotee should take the holy dip in the Dasasvamedha
Tirtha. He 1s rid of congenital sins.

88. By taking a holy dip in the Rudra Sarovara on the
second day of the bright half of Jyestha, the sins committed
in two births perish instantaneously.

89. An excellent man, taking bath on the days in the
following order (i.e. third day, fourth day etc.) till the tenth
day in the bright half of the month shall get rid of the sins
of as many births (e.g. second day—two births, third day—
three births, fourth day—four births etc.).

90. On the Dasahara day that removes the sins of ten
births, the devotee should take his holy dip in the Dasasvamedhika
Tirtha. He shall never experience the torture of Yama.

91. By visiting Dasasvamedhesa Linga on the Dasahara
Tithi, one is undoubtedly absolved of sins acquired in the course
of ten births.

92.  If one takes his holy dip on the Dasahara day and
worships the excellent Dasasvamedhesa Linga with great devotion,
the fate of being conceived in a womb never touches him.

93. In the Rudrasaras, the man should perform the annual
pilgrimage extending over the whole of a fortnight in the
bright half of the month of Jyestha. He is never assailed by
obstacles.

94. Certainly, one obtains the benefit of the valedictory
baths of ten horse-sacrifices by taking the holy dip in the
Dasasvamedha Tirtha on the Dasahara day.

95. On the western bank of the celestial river, one should
bow down to Dasaharesvara. He is the holiest of the holy. He
never experiences wretchedness.
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96. What is glorified as the southern door of the inner
shrine at Kasi, there the devotee should visit Brahmesvara. He
shall be honoured in the world of Brahma.

97.  Thus till the arrival of Visvesvara, the highly intelli-
gent Druhina stayed in Varanasi in the guise of a Brahmana.

98. The eminent king Divodasa got a Brahmasala built
for the sake of Brahma in the guise of an aged Brahmana,
when he concluded the Yajna.

99 The beautiful Brahmasala is near Brahmesvara. Brahma
set his abode there making the atmosphere reverberating with
the recitation of Vedic passages.

100. Thus, O holy Brahmana, the extremely great impor-
tance of the Dasasvamedha Tirtha has been recounted to you.
It is destructive of all sins.

101. By listening to this holy chapter and narrating it with
faith (Sraddha), an excellent man obtains the world of Brahma.

CHAPTER FIFTYTHREE
Siva’s Attendants Go to Varanasi

Agasti said:

1. O Lord who are the foremost among the knowers of
Brahman, an unusually interesting story of Brahma has been
narrated. What did Sammbhu do, when Brahma too stayed there
itself?

Skanda said:

2. O Agastya, O blessed one, when Brahma too stayed at
Kasi, Girisa who was extremely afflicted in mind, began to
think.

3. ‘That city of Kasi is a fascinating place. Such a city has
never come within the range of my vision.

4. Whoever goes to that city stays behind. Indeed the Yoginis
having come into contact with Kisi have become Ayoginis (non-
Yoginis).
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5. Even the thousand-rayed Sun has become ineffective.
Even Vidhi, clever in arranging everything, has not been able
to accomplish my object.’

6-7.  After thinking thus, the Lord of Devas called many of
his attendants and sent them saying, “Oh, go quickly to the city
of Varanasi. After going quickly, find out what the Yoginis do.
What is that Sun-god doing and what Vidhi is doing.”

8-15. He called them by their respective names and sent
them with due honour. O gahkukarna, O Mahakala,
Ghantakarna, Mahodara, Somanandin, Nandisena,
Kalapingala, Kukkuta, Kundodara, Mayuraksa, Bana, Gokarna,
Taraka, Tilaparna, Sthulakarna, Drmicanda, Prabhamaya,
Sukesa, Vindati, O Chaga, Kapardin, Pingalaksaka, Virabhadra,
O Kirata, Caturmukha, Nikumbhaka, Pancaksa, O Bharabhta,
Tryaksa, Ksemaka, Langalin, Viradha, Sumukha, Asadhi—
all of you are my sons just as these Skanda and Heramba,
like this, Naigameya, like this Sakha and Visakha and Nandi
and Bhrngi. Despite your presence, though you possess
excessive valour, I do not get any news of Kasi, nor of
King Divodasa, nor ot the Yoginis, the Sun and Brahma.
Hence let two of you go. This Sankukarna and Mahakala
are capable of making even Kala tremble. Let them go to
find out the news of Varanasi and let them return hurriedly ”

16-17  Taking a vow accordingly, they quickly reached the
city of Varanasi. Just as one, howsoever clever he may be, gets
deluded the very moment he sees the tricks of a juggler, so
were Sankukarna and Mahakila enamoured as soon as they

saw Kasi.

They thought thus:

18. Oh, how wonderful is the great power of delusion!
Oh, what a misfortune! The unwise go away elsewhere after
attaining Kasi, the mass of liberation.

19.  Fven the salvation which has been achieved slips out
of the hands of those persons by whom Kasi, the ground of
great blessings, has been abandoned.

20. If one takes bath even with hot water at Kast even the
valedictory baths of all Yajias are excelled. Who shall abandon
(such) Kasi?

21.  Even if a single flower is offered on the top of Siva
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Linga at Kasi the merit thereof is the same as that of a gift
of ten gold pieces? Who shall leave that Kasi?

22.  They say that even the position of Indra is insignifi-
cant (in comparison with the status) one obtains by means of
a single prostration in front of Siva at Kasi. Who will forsake
that Kasi?

23. By feeding a single Brihmana to his satisfaction at
Kasi, one gets more merit than that of Vajapeya (sacrifice).
Who will forsake that Kasi?

24. By duly making the gift of a single cow to a Brahmana
at Kasi, one gets the merit of gifting ten thousand cows. Which
sensible man forsakes that Kasi?

25. By installing a single Linga at Kasi, onc establishes
the lordship of three worlds. Who will forsake that Kasi?

26. Both of them resolved thus; they installed two meri-
torious Lingas and permanently stayed there. They have never
left (Kast) ull today.

27. By visiting Sankukarneivara Linga adored by the at-
tendant Sankukarna, a creature is never born in the great
womb of any mother.

28. By worshipping Sankukarnesvara on the north-west-
ern side of Visvesa, a man never re-enters the teriible ocean
of mundane existence.

29.  Where can one have any fear altcr bowing down to,
adoring and eulogizing Mahakalesvara Linga adored by the
attendant Mahakalar

Skanda said:

30. Sankukarna and Mahikila were late by a great deal
of time. Knowing this the omniscient Lord despatched two
other Ganas.

31. “O Ghantakarna, you come. O highly intelligent Mahodara,
both of you go to Kasi quickly to know the situation there.”

32.  Thus, these two Ganas after reaching the great city
Kasi, have not returned till today. They remained at some
place there itself.

33. After duly installing Ghantakarnesvara Linga at Kasi,
the excellent Gana Ghantakarna took excessive delight in it.

34. He dug a sacred pit there itself for performing the
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rite of ablution of the Linga and meditating upon the Linga
in the usual manner does not leave Kasi till today.

35. To the west thereof, Mahodara became engrossed in
meditating on Siva. Even today, O Pot-born Sage,”he meditates
on Mahodaresvara Linga.

36. O excellent Brahmana, after visiting Mahodaresvara
in Varanasi, one never enters the cavity of a mother’s belly.

37.  After taking the holy dip in the Ghantikarnahrada
and visiting Lord Vyasesvara, if a devotee dies elsewhere, he
will be deemed one that has died at Varanasi.

38.  After duly performing Sriddha in the great Tirtha, a
devotee shall redeem seven ancestors, even if they are suffering
in hell.

39.  Even today, after dipping down in that holy pit, if one
becomes very attentive for a moment, he surely hears the ringing
sound of the bells of the great worship of Visvesvara.

40-41. O Pot-born One, the ancestors say: “Will not there
be one offering gingelly seeds and water in our family in the
pure waters of Ghantakarna?” Persons belonging to their family,
after performing the libatory rite in the great Hrada Ghantakarna
at Kasi have attained great supernatural powers.

Skanda said:

42-43. When the Gana Ghantakarna had gone and when
Mahodara too had gone, the Enemy of Smara (Lord Siva)
became wonderstruck. Shaking his head frequently and smil-
ing again and again, Hara said in his mind: ‘Oh Kasi! I know
you well that you have a great power of bewitching others.

44. Those who are conversant with the affairs of yore
praise you as the destroyer of great delusion. But they do not
know this aspect of Kasi that it is a place possessing a great
power of creating delusion.

45. I shall be sending all others and you will enchant
them. Thus I know, Kasi, you, the enchanting herb.

46.  Still I shall send all the attendants I have. Wise men
do not stop their endeavour in a task that has to be accom-
plished.

47.  Stopping of endeavour should never be resorted to by
wise people. Their continuous endeavour can even avert adverse

fate.
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48. The Sun and the Moon in the firmament, though
assailed by Svarbhanu (Rihu) never abandon till today their
endeavour in regard to what they have undertaken.

49. Being adverse in one place, fate frequently frustrates
actions. In another place all the actions become fruitful by
concentration on adequate effort.

50. It is the Karma performed before (in previous birth)
that is called Dawa (fate) and not anything else. Effort should
be made by a sensible man to eradicate it.

51.  Foodstuff that is kept in a vessel does not enter the
mouth merely by force of fate. By the actions of hands and
mouth, it shall enter the cavity of the belly!

52.  After justifying endeavour as one that certainly tri-
umphs over fate, the Lord sent five Ganas of great impetuosity.

53.  They were Somanandi, Nandisena, Kala, Pingala and
Kukkuta. They too have not returned till today, just as dead
Jivas do not.

54.  With a desire to propitiate Sarmbhu, they too installed
Lingas after their names and stayed at Kasi, the source of
origin of salvation.

55. By visiting the great Somanandisvara Linga in Nandavana,
a man with devotion shall attain the greatest bliss in Somaloka.
56. By visiting Nandisenesvara to the north thereof, a

man shall get an Anandasena (immense delight) and instan-
taneously conquer even death.

57. By bowing down to the great Linga Kalesvara to the
north-west of Ganga, one shall avert being bound with the

noose of Kaila for ever.
58. By adoring Pingalesvara, a little to the north of Kilesa,

one shall obtain knowledge of the form of Pingala and attain

identity therewith.
59. Those who display devotion to Kukkutesvara Linga

having the shape of hen’s egg will never be born in a womb.

Skanda said:

60. When the five Ganas, O sage, beginning with Somanandi
stayed on at Anandakinana, Sthinu said:

61-63. “This alone should be done by us, if due reflection
is made. Let these persons of mine stay there under this pretext.
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Even if the Pramathas of greatness and virility enter Varanasi,
it is beyond doubt that even (it is as good as) I have entered
it. I shall send successively whatever attendant I have. When
all have gone, I shall also go.”

64.  After deciding thus within the heart, four of his Pramatha
Ganas were sent by the Trident-bearing Lord of Devas.

65. The Ganas named Mayura, Kundodara, Bana and
Gokarna resorted to their Maya power and entered Kasi.

66. They employed hundreds of means, but none of them
was capable of making Divodasa agitated or confused.

67. ‘By which action does the Lord become satisfied, if
hundreds of offences were committed.” Pondering thus, they
carried on the excellent propitiation of the Lingas.

68. If a single Linga of Sambhu was duly adored here, the
Three-eyed Lord may forgive a hundred offences and bestow
salvation.

69. Sarhbhu is not satisfied with Yajrias, Danas, Tapas and
Vratas.to the same extent as when a Linga is duly adored even
once.

70.  If he is conversant with the procedure of Linga worship
and is always engaged in the worship of the Linga, even if the
man possessed two eyes he should be directly conceived as
three-eyed.

71.  Neither by the gift of 2 hundred cows nor by the gift
of a hundred gold pieces, is that benefit obtained by men
which they get by worshipping the Linga once (only).

72. That benefit is not obtained by Yagas like horse-sac-
rifice, which is obtained by men by worshipping the Linga
always.

73.  After duly bathing the Linga, if the devotee sips thrice
the water with which it is bathed, the three types of his sins
perish quickly.

74. He who bathes his head with the water of the ablu-
tion of the Linga gets the benefit of holy dip in Ganga, and
he becomes free from sin here itself.

75.  After visiting an adored Linga, if anyone bows down
to it even once, doubt arises in respect to his becoming embodied
(in the next birth, i.e. he is not born again).

76. If anyone instals a Linga with devotion, there is no
doubt in this that he becomes free from sins committed in the
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course of seven births. On being purified, he attains heaven.’

77.  After thinking thus, Lingas that destroy great sins
were installed in Kasi by the Ganas for quelling the offence
against the master.

78. By visiting Kundodaresvara Linga near Lolarka, one
becomes rid of all sins and is honoured in the world of Siva.

79. One is never conceived in womb, if one adores
Mayiiresvara on the banks of Asi to the west of Kundodaresvara
Linga.

80. The great Banesvara-Linga is to the west of Mayuresa.
Merely by visiting it, one is liberated from all sins.

81. To the west of Antargeha (inner shrine) a devotee
should worship the great Linga Gokarnesa in Kasi at its very
entrance. He is never assailed by obstacles.

82. When the devotee of Gokarnesvara dies, wherever he
dies, he does not experience loss of knowledge.

Skanda said:

83. While these four attendants were delaying, the Lord
of Ganas described the greatness and importance of Kasi.

84. ‘The whole universe is deluded by the Maya of Visnu.
Indeed, this Kasi is the personified form thereof. It is the sole
enchanter of the universe.

85. Setting aside brothers, wives, son, land, house and
wealth, even facing death, all resort to Kasi.

86. While there is nothing to fear from even death at
Kasi, why should the Ganas staying there be afraid even of me?

87. To which can Kasi be compared, where death is an
auspicious thing, ashes an embellishment and a loincloth a silk
garment?

88. There the maiden (in the form) of Salvation chooses
everyone having Prantyabhusana (the Taraka Upadesa at the
time of death as an embellishment), whether he is rich or
poor, a Brahmana or a Candala.

89. Even Sakra and other Suras are not on a par with a
ten-millionth part of the creatures meeting with death at Kasi
and attaining salvation.

90. A creature that dies at Kasi is bowed to intently by
Brahma, Nirayana and others with joined palms on their heads.

91.  In the state of a corpse, the creature does not become
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unclean in Kasi. Hence I myself touch its ear.

92. A meritorious person who repeats twice or thrice the
word Kasi is holier than all holy things. He is the greatest (of
all). -

93. I have been meditated upon in the heart, [ have been
served always by that person by whom Kasi has been meditated
upon in the heart and by whom Kasi has been served.

94. If a living being serves Kasi with unfaltering mind, I
retain him always in my heart assiduously.

95. If one is unable to stay personally, one should make at
least one person stay there by hiring him as a resident of the
holy place. Certainly, he gets the benefit of the one who resides.

96. Those intelligent men of fortitude, who resolve to
stay in Kasi until death, should be known as liberated ones
even while alive. They alone are venerable and adorable.’

97.  After reflecting thus on the merits of Varanasi many
times, Sthanu called other Ganas and joyously sent them.

98. “O Taraka come on; O clear-minded one, go to that
city which Divodasa, the abode of righteousness, rules.

99-101. O Tilaparna, O Sthulakarna, O Drmicanda, O
Prabhamaya, O Sukesa, O Vindati, O Chaga, O Kapardin, O
Pingalaksaka, O Virabhadra, O Gana named Kirata, O Caturmukha,
O Nikumbhaka, O Pancaksabhara, O Bhutakya, O Tryaksa, O
Ksemaka, O Lingalin, O Viridha, O Sumukha, O Asadhi, let
all the Ganas, the blessed ones devoted to their master and of
steady resolve, go separately.”

102. Desirous of finding out a vulnerable point in the king,
they kept awake with winkless eyes. Those clever Ganas adopted
many Mayas, forms and shapes.

103. Unable to find out his weakness, they wasted the wealth
of their reputation and they uttered in disgust, “Ah! What has
befallen?” They censured themselves.

Ganas said:

104. Fie upon us who were always honoured by our Lord!
It is however pitiful indeed that not even a single man could
be brought under our control here.

105. Fie upon us who have failed to do the duty toward the
Three-eyed Lord who has bestowed favours upon us along with
great honour, gift and friendship!
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106. What fate shall befall us, since we have blundered in
our duty towards our master? Certainly, our residence shall be
in a world full of blinding darkness.

107. Alas! At every step those persons will suffer, who do
not fulfil the task of the Lord, yet continue to live with unimpaired
activities of the sense-organs.

108. The desires of the servants who take a lot after being
honoured, but who spoil the task of the Lord, become frus-
trated.

109. This earth becomes burdened with those servants who
do not fulfil the task of their masters and who shamelessly
stand in front of the Lord and stare at his face!

110. The earth, the mother of living beings, does not have
great unbearable burden, because of mountains, oceans and
huge trees but due to that of the traitors to the Lord.

111. Ha! A famous ancient Gatha (verse) has been remem-
bered by us. It is for that purpose that we will stay here with
steady resolve to stick to it.

112. The city of Varanasi is the refuge unto those who
have not acquired Punyas, whose wealth and longevity have
become reduced and who are devoid of all means.

113. The city of Varanasi is the refuge unto those who are
depressed due to the weight of sins, who experience repen-
tance and who move up and around everywhere.

114. There is no refuge anywhere except at the city of
Varanasi to those who are disloyal traitors to their masters,
who are ungrateful and who kill treacherously.

115. After deciding this to be the meaning (implication)
of the Gatha, the Pramathas remained there without their forms
being known to King Divodasa.

116. Though that king was extremely intelligent, he did not
come to know (the existence) of those sensible Ganas stationed
there in various forms and shapes by the power of Isa.

117. It is surprising that not even Citragupta knows those
creatures stationed in Varanasi. Nothing need be said about
others residing in the mortal world!

118. Dharmarat (Lord Yama) never gauges fully persons of
unbroken power and influence, of unlimited brilliance, who
have installed the Lingas.
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119. Thus, O Pot-born Great Sage, all those Pramathas
who have been regularly worshipping Lingas do not leave even
today Kasi, the bestower of welfare.

120. O sage, the excellent Gana named Tataka worships
even today the great Linga Tarakesa that bestows the redeem-
ing Taraka Jnana.

121. After showing steady devotion to Tarakesvara Linga,
Taraka knowledge is easily acquired by excellent men.

122. By visiting Tilaparnesvara Linga installed by Tilaparna,
there cannot remain sin, even of the size of a gingelly seed
sticking to one.

123. After duly performing the worship of Sthulakarnesvara
Linga, a man attains excellent merit. He never attains a wretched
state.

124. To the west thereof, the devotee should propitiate
Drmicandesvara Linga and Prabhamaya Linga. He is never assailed
by sins.

125.  After visiting Prabhamayesvara Linga, even if the devotee
dies elsewhere, he shall go to Sivaloka through a Prabhamaya
(refulgent) vehicle. )

126. After adoring Sukesesvara in the Harikesa grove, the
devotee does not bear the Satkausika (‘made of the six dhatus’)
body repeatedly.

127. By adoring Vindatisa near Bhimacandi, the man casts
off even the most horrible sin and attains eternal salvation.

128. By visiting the great Linga Chagalesa stationed near
Pitrisvara, no one touches even Prakrta sin like a brute.

CHAPTER FIFTYFOUR

The Greatness of Pisacamocana Tirtha!

Skanda said:

1. O Pot-born One, I shall narrate the greatness and im-
portance of Kapardisa Linga. May Your Holiness kindly listen
attentively.

1. This tank is on the western skirt of Varanasi. By performing Sraddha
of a person who died in an accident etc., the (dead) person becomes free from
the state of a goblin. People drive spike in the trunk of a tree in the temple
area. (BCL 267-268)

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



IV.ii.54.2-15 29

2-3. A certain leader of the Ganas named Kapardin, a very
great lover of Sambhu, installed the Linga of Sambhu to the
north of Pitrisa. In front of it, he dug a pit named Vimalodaka.
The very touch of the water thereof makes man free from
impurities.

4. I shall narrate a traditional legend exactly as the events
took place there formerly in Treta Yuga. O Kumbhayoni, lis-
tening to it dispels sin.

5. There was an excellent Pasupata (devotee of Pasupati)
named Valmiki. The sage performed penance adoring Kapardisa.

6-7. Once in the Hemanta season in the month of Margasirsa,
that ascetic took his bath in the holy Tirtha Vimalodaka at
midday and then took Bhasmasnana (smearing holy ash) all-
over the body. He performed all the midday holy rites on the
right side of the Linga.

8-9. He placed (applied) the holy dust on the forehead,
he meditated on the identity of the soul and the Absolute,
repeated the Pancaksari Vidya (namah sivaya) and then pon-
dered over Lord Kapardin, After making the prescribed, num-
ber of circumambulations along the Sammhara Marga (Apasavya
or anticlock-wise direction), he then loudly uttered ‘O hudurm’
thrice.

10-12. Prefixing the Pranava he uttered the Svaras (musical
notes) Sadja etc. and sang. With great delight he danced de-
picting the Hasta Mudras, Angaharas, delightful Carimandalas
etc. The sage of great penance then sat for a short while on
the banks of the lake. Then he saw a terrible Raksasa of hideous
features. The bones at the temples and cheeks were dried up.
The whole face was pale. The tawny eyes were sunk in their
cavities.

13. The ends of hairs were rough and dishevelled. The
neck was very long and lean, the nose flat to the extreme, the
lips dry and the teeth long and projected.

14.  His head was very huge. The hairs on the scalp stood
erect. The lobes of ears were hanging loose. He was terrible
with his tawny moustache and beard.

15.  The lolling, hanging tongue was fearful; the back of
the neck was very rough. The bones of the collar region were
stout, tough and the two broad shoulders increased his fero-

ciousness.
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16. The armpits were deep; the pair of arms were dry and
short. The fingers of the palms were separated. The big nails
were depressed.

17.  The chest was excessively rough and dust§ and slightly
protruding; the skin of the belly seemed to touch the back. He
was fierce with the ample waist and hips. The sacral bone was
devoid of flesh.

18.  The two buttocks were loose and suspended. The penis
was short with shrunk testicles. The thigh-bones were free from
(i.e., without) flesh and long. The stout bones of the kneecap
appeared like a cage of bones.

19. Mere skin and bones had remained in his body; the
entire physical form seemed to be full of sinews and tubular
vessels. The shanks were long. He was terrible with the big
bones of the ankles.

20. The feet were very broad. The toes were long, thin
and crooked. The entire body was prominent with the skin and
bone over-spread with sinews.

2]1. He was awful, terrible in size with thick growth of
hairs. He appeared to be very hungry. He looked like a tree
burnt in forest fire. The eyes were rolling and unsteady.

22-24. He looked an embodiment of the (poetic) senti-
ment of fear (Bhayanaka). He struck terror in all living beings.
On seeing that ghost terrifying the hearts of onlookers though
piteous in the face, the old ascetic boldly asked him: “Who are
you? Whence have you come here? Wherefore is this condition
of yours? O Raksasa, I am asking with a compassionate heart.
Speak out without fear. We ascetics are adequately protected
with the holy ash as a coat of mail. We repeat the thousand
names of Siva (for welfare).”

25.  On hearing the utterance of the ascetic joyously, the
Raksasa said to the sympathetic sage, with palms joined in
reverence:

Raksasa said:

26. O holy Sir, O excellent ascetic, if you have any sym-
pathy, listen for a short while with great attention. I shall
recount the facts about me.
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27. On the banks of Godavari, there is a region named
Pratisthana. I was a Brahmana living there on Tirtha-pratigraha
(‘monetary gifts from pilgrims’).

28. As a result of that act, 1 have attained this miserable
plight in a desert region which is highly terrible, devoid of
water and trees.

29. O sage, I have spent a great deal of time in residing
there, hungry, distressed with thirst and enduring chillness
and heat.

30. When huge clouds shower great downpour day and
night, when the wind blows in the rainy season, I do not have
anything to cover myself.

31. Those who do not make monetary gifts on festive
occasions but accept Tirtha-pratigraha (Daksina from pilgrims)
attain birth like this, involving great misery.

32. After a great deal of time had elapsed, O sage, once
a Brahmana boy was seen arriving there at the desert region.

33. At the time of sunrise, he did not perform the Sandhya
rites. After urinating and voiding the bowels, he did not perform
the purificatory rites of Sauca and Acamana.

34. On seeing him devoid of Sauca and Sandhya Karmas
and behaving like a Muktakaccha (Buddhist heretic) I passed
into his body for the purpose of enjoyment.

35. O sage, because of my ill luck that Brahmana boy
came to this holy city along with a merchant due to greed of
wealth.

36. O excellent sage, that Brahmana went into the inte-
rior of the city. Along with his sins I came out of his body
instantaneously.

37. By the command of Siva, O storehouse of austerities,
we ghosts and great sins do not have the right of entry in
Varanasi.

38. Even today those sins wait outside for him to come
out. They are afraid of the Pramathas guarding the border.

39. O ascetic, till today we stood waiting with the hope
that he would come out today, tomorrow or the day after.

40. Even today he has not come out. Even today our hope
does not cease to be. Thus, fettered by the ropes of hope, we
stay on though without any ground to stand on.

41. I shall speak of today’s miracle. O ascetic, listen to it
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now itself. I think something very good is bound to happen.
42. Everyday with great hunger we go as far as Prayaga with
a desire for something to eat, but we do not get it anywhere.

.* . - .
43. Everywhere, in every forest, there are fruit-bearing
trees. There are reservoirs with clear water on the earth at
every step.

44. There are other types of foodstuff easily accessible to
all. There are plenty of varieties of beverages everywhere.

45-47. But, the moment they come within our sight they
move far away. Fortunately, O sage, on seeing a pilgrim today
afflicted with hunger as [ was, I approached him thinking that
I should eat him forcibly. I was about to seize him quickly when
words purified by the name of Siva came out of his lotus-like
mouth—words which removed all obstacles.

48. By remembering Siva’s name, my sin too became re-
duced. Hence I got entrance here.
49. I was not immediately observed by the Pramathas at

the border, since Yama too does not see those who have Siva’s
name always sounding in their ears.

50. Now I came as far as the border of Antargeha (Inner
Shrine) along with him. That pilgrim went into the inside. [
have stayed behind.

51. O sage, having seen you, I regard myself honoured
now. O merciful one, save me from this terrible state.

52-54.  On hearing these words of the ghost, that compas-
sionate ascetic thought in his mind: ‘Fie upon those men who
work only for their own sake! All the beasts, birds etc. are mere
fillers of their own bellies. In this world only he is blessed who
is always engaged for the sake of others. With my power of
penance, I shall undoubtedly redeem this sin-distressed ghost
who has sought refuge in me.’

55-56.  After reflecting thus in his mind the excellent sage
said to the Pisaca: “Take bath in this lake Vimaloda for the
sake of quelling your sins. By the power of this Tirtha and the
visit paid to Kapardisa, O Pisaca, your Pisacahood will become
weak and then perish.”

57. On hearing these words of the sage who was delighted
in his mind, the ghost with joy in his heart, bowed down to
him. With the palms joined together he said to him:
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58-59. “O excellent sage, O my lord, I do not get water
even to drink, where then is the possibility of bath? As the
deities of water will protect it, there can be talk of drinking
here? Even the touch of water is very difficult to get.”

On hearing this statement of the ghost, he experienced
great pleasure.

60. The ascetic who was capable of redeeming the whole
universe said: “You take this holy ash and apply it to your
broad forehead.

61.  Due to the greatness of this holy ash, O ghost, no one
anywhere will harass or create obstacles to even great sinners.

62.  On seecing the forehead of even a sinner whitened by
the Vibhuti (holy ash), the servants of Yama become terrified
of the Pasupata missile and take to flight.

63.  On seeing a pond marked (spoiled) with bones, ban-
ners etc., wayfarers keep themselves away from them, and similarly
the servants of Yama from one who is marked with holy ash
and flowers.

64. Even the beasts of prey all-round never approach an
excellent man fortified with Bhuti as a protecting coat of mail
and guarded by Sivamantras.

65. If anyone devoutly smears with Bhasma sanctified by
Siva Mantra, the forehead, the chest, the root of the arm, cruel
beings do not injure him.

66-67.  The holy ash is declared as Raksa because it guards
us day and night from all the wicked animals. Since it causes
prosperity it is called Vibhuti. Since it illuminates (Bhasana)
the world or dispels (Bhartsana) Avidya and its creations, it is
called Bhasma. Since it minces sins it is called Pamsu. And since
it eradicates (Ksarana) sin, it is called Ksara. The terms are
thus (etymologically) explained by scholars.”

68. He took the Bhasma from its receptacie and placed
it in the hand of the ghost. He received it with veneration and
applied it over the forehead.

69. On seeing the Pisaca marked with Vibhiti, the deities
of waters did not prevent him as he .was ready to dive into

.

water.
70. By the time he took his bath, drank water and came

out of the lake his Pisicahood disappeared. He attained a
divine body.
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71.  Wearing divine garlands and garments, applying di-
vine scents and unguents he got into a divine vehicle and
reached the aerial path.

72.  As he went along the sky that ascetic was Bowed down
to by the Pisaca. He spoke loudly, “O sinless holy Sir, I have
been liberated by you.

73.  Thanks to the greatness of this Tirtha. I attained a
divine physical form far different from that miserable birth
extremely censured (by all).

74. From today onwards, this Tirtha shall be known by
the name Pisacamocana. Through ablution, this Tirtha shall
eradicate Pisacahood of others as well.

75-76.  If in this highly meritorious Tirtha, men take their
holy dip, offer balls of rice along with Sandhya prayers and
libations, their Pitrs and Pitamahas who by ill-luck had ac-
quired Pisacahood will cast off the same and attain the greatest
goal (Moksa).

77. Today, O ascetic, on the fourteenth lunar day of the
bright half of the month of Margasirsa, the rites of ablution
etc. should be carried out (as they are) conducive to the eradi-
cation of Pisacahood.

78.  Those men who pertorm annual pilgrimage here will
be liberated from the sin of Tirtha-pratigraha (acceptance of
dana in a Tirtha).

79. By taking the holy dip at Pisacamocana, worshipping
Kapardisa and making gift of cooked food there, men can be
fearless elsewhere (i.e. there is no need to be afraid of death
elsewhere).

80. On the fourteenth lunar day in the bright half of
Margasirsa, if a devotee takes his holy dip (in the Tirtha)
before Kapardisa, he shall not attain Pisacahood even if he

dies elsewhere.”

81.  After saying thus the divine person bowed down to
that ascetic again and again. The blessed one attained divine
goal.

82. O Pot-born One, after witnessing that great miracle,

the ascetic propitiated Kapardisvara and attained salvation in

due course of time.
83. Beginning with this, O great sage, the Tirtha at Varanasi,
Pisacamocana, the destroyer of all sins, attained great renown.
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~ 84. If in the Paisicamocana Tirtha one feeds a single
Sivayogin, one attains the benefit of feeding ten million per-
sons.

85. By listening to this holy chapter with restrained mind,
a man is never attacked by goblins, ghosts and vampires.

86. This great narrative should be assiduously read to
bring about peace and quiescence among children attacked by
Balagrahas (‘goblins attacking children’).

87. If a man proceeds to another land, after listening to
this narrative, he will be nowhere assailed by thieves, tigers,
Pisacas etc.

CHAPTER FIFTYFIVE

Ganesa Proceeds on a Mission to Kasi

Skanda said:

1. O Kumbhayoni (Pot-born Sage), listen. I shall speak to
you about the Lingas that the other Ganas installed there at
Kasi.

2. The Linga of Sambhu named Pingalakhyesa was installed
to the north of Kapardisa by the Gana named Pingala.

3. Merely by visiting it, sins are eradicated. Virabhadra was
a great favourite of the Trident-bearing Lord of Devas.

4. Even today, one should steadily meditate upon
Virabhadresvara Linga. Merely by visiting it attainment of heroic
powers takes place.

5. By worshipping Virabhadresvara behind Avimuktesvara,
one shall be victorious. He will never face obstacles or defeat
in battle.

6. O sage, Virabhadra himself possesses the body of a
hero. He destroys the mass of obstacles of the residents of
Avimukta.

7. By worshipping Virabhadra accompanied by his auspi-
cious and splendid spouse Bhadrakali a man obtains the ben-

efit of residence at Kasi.
8. Kiratesa Linga was installed to the south of Kedara in
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Kasi by Kirata. It bestows freedom from fear on the devo-
tees.

9. A glorious Gana, Caturmukha, is meditating steadily
even today on Caturmukhesvara Linga near Vrddhakalesa.

10. The devotees of Caturmukhesa are honoured by the
groups of Suras in heaven including Brahma. They are en-
dowed with all pleasures.

11.  After visiting Nikumbhesvara adored by the Gana
Nikumbha and worshipping it, if one proceeds to (his) village
one shall surely attain the fulfilment of the task. He is honoured
in Sivaloka near Kuberesa.

12.  After duly adoring Paincakesa, the great Linga to the
south of Mahadeva in Kasi, the man shall attain the power of
remembering previous birth.

13. By meditating on Bharabhiutesvara Linga adored by
Bharabhuta Gana, at the northern gate of Antargrha, the devotee
shall stay in Sivapura.

14. Those by whom Bharabhiutesvara Linga has not been
visited in Kasi, have become burdens unto the earth like non-
fruit-bearing trees.

15. Tryaksesvara, a great Linga, is being meditated upon
even today by the Gana named Tryaksa in front of the Three-
eyed Lord, O Pot-born One.

16. Those who are devotees of that Linga become three-
eyed ones (like Siva) on death. No doubt need be entertained
in this regard.

17. The leader of Ganas named Ksemaka who assumed a
form himself in Kasi, even today steadily meditates on the
omnipresent Visvesvara.

18. If a devotee worships Ksemaka, a great Gana, in Varanasi,
all his obstacles get dissolved. There shall be welfare (for him)
at every step.

19. If someone has gone to another land, Ksemaka should
be worshipped with a desire for his safe return. He will imme-
diately return safe and sound.

20. By visiting Langalisvara adored by Langalin on the
northern side of Visvesa a man never falls ill.

21. By worshipping even once Langalisa, one obtains the
entire benefit of the gift of five ploughs. It endows all (kinds
of) riches.
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22. By propitiating Viradhesvara worshipped by the Gana
named Viradha, one is free from crimes though one might
have committed all the offences.

23. A crime committed by the residents of Kasi, becomes
wiped off instantaneously by the adoration of Viradhesa.

24. By assiduously bowing down to Viradhesa to the south-
west of Dandapani, one is freed from all offences; there is no
doubt about it.

25. By visiting Sumukhesa, a great Linga, that faces west
and that was adored by the Gana named Sumukha, one is rid
of all sins.

26. By taking the holy dip in Pilipila Tirtha and visiting
Sumukhesa one will always see the pleasant-faced Dharmaraja
(god of Death) and not the wry-faced one.

27. By devoutly visiting on the new-moon day in the month
of Asadha, the Linga named Asadhisvara adored by Asadhi, a
man becomes rid of all sins.

28. By worshipping Asadhisa to the north of Bharabhiitesa,
on the new-moon day of the month of Asadha, one is never
distressed by sins.

29. By undertaking the annual Yatra (pilgrimage) on the
fourteenth or fifteenth lunar day in the Suci months of Jyestha
and Asadha in the bright half, a man becomes free from sins.

Skanda said:

30-31. O sage, when these Ganas stayed behind in Varanasi
after installing Lingas after their names for the delight of Visvesa,
Visvesa thought again regarding the city of Kasi: ‘Which good
one shall I send today and get the greatest delight?

32. The Yoginis, the hot-rayed Sun, the Creator, the Ganas
beginning with Sankukarna — these have not returned from
Kasi like the rivers that flow into the ocean.

33.  Certainly those who have entered Kasi have entered
my abdomen. They have no outlet like Havis offered in a well-
kindled fire.

34. Those who are engaged in the worship of Lingas and
have permanent stay in Kasi are undoubtedly my mobile Lingas.

35. Mobile and immobile, sentient and otherwise—all are
my Lingas. Those who hate them are wicked ones.

36. Those in whose mouth there is Varanasi, those in
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whose ears there is the story of Visvesvara—only they are the
Lingas of Kasi worthy of being worshipped as I am.

37.  Yama will not overpower them from whose mouths
these clear words—Varanasi, Kasi and Rudravasa—come out.

38. Those who, after reaching Ananda Kanana, yearn for
any other place (city) that is not the place of bliss, remain
always devoid of bliss here.

39. Let death come today or after a long time, Kasi should
never be abandoned by men for fear of Kali (Age) and Kala
(god of Death).

40. Inevitable events will take place at every step. It is
persons without intellect who abandon Kasi that is the abode
of prosperity.

41. It is better to endure thousands of obstacles at every
step in Kasi and not elsewhere. One should never desire an
unimpeded kingdom anywhere else.

42. How many moments (eye-winkings) can prosperity be
enjoyed continuously? But Kasika yields great pleasure con-
tinuously here and hereafter.

43. I, the Lord of the universe, am the lord (here). Kasika
is the illuminator of salvation. The celestial river has nectarine
waves. What is it that this combination of three does not bestow?

44.  This city is limited to five Krosas (Krosa = three Kms.);
but its prosperity is of unlimited extent. It is the cause of the
salvation of a devotee.

45.  Certainly my city, Kasi, alone is the place of perma-
nent rest for those who come and go and are distressed due
to the burden of the worldly existence.

46.  This pavilion of wish-yielding creepers bearing abun-
dant fruits of fulfilled cherished desires, i1s called Kasika. It is
always at the disposal of wayfarers of worldly existence.

47.  This Kasi is the wonderful and distress-dispelling um-
brella of the emperor Nirvanaraja (‘king of liberation’). Its
supporting rod is my lifted-up trident.

48.  For the acquisition of incessant happiness, Kasi should
never be abandoned by men of meritorious nature who sportingly
desire the glory of salvation.

49. Those who permanently take up their residence in
my Anandavana get here the tasty fruits of the glorious salva-

tion.
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50.  Kasi enchants even me despite the fact that I am
Nirmama (free from desire of possessions) and Nirmoha (free
from delusion). By whom should not that enchantress of the
universe be remembered?

51.  Her very name is also sweet. It manifests the greatest
bliss. Why is she not repeated in Japa by those with merits in
possession?

52. If people incessantly imbibe the nectarine name of
Kasi, their pathway certainly becomes lustrous and nectarine.

53. I am the Atman of all. I am free from Mamata (sense
of possession). Indeed in this world only those who repeat the
name of Kasi are the people belonging to me.

54. It was after knowing this secret of Varanasi that the
Ganesvaras along with the Yoginis, the Sun and Brahma stayed
there itself and not with any other purpose.

55. If not, how can those Yoginis, Sun-god, Brahma and
those Ganas forsake me and stay elsewhere?

56. A great good has resulted by their staying behind in
Kasi. Fven one of them may be able to create split in the
kingdom without (the assistance) of another country (inter-
vening).

57. Those who have gained entry are entirely persons
having my forms. They will surely try for my arrival there.

58. I shall send others too from my attendants. Though
those who have gone there are all excellent ones, yet I too
shall go.’

59-60. After reflecting thus Mahadeva called Gajanana and
sent him after telling him thus: “O my son, go to Kasi from
here. Staying there, endeavour for the accomplishment of our
purpose along with the Ganas without any obstacle. Create
obstacles in the case of the king.”

61. Keeping the command of Dhiirjati on his head, Ganadhisa
well conversant with the situation, hastened to Kasi for a stay

there.
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CHAPTER FIFTYSIX
Manifestation of the Maya of Ganesa

Skanda said:

1. Thereafter, pondering on the means of facilitating
Sambhu’s arrival at Kasi, the Elephant-faced One set off from
Mandara mountain, duly taking up the behest of Isa.

2. The Lord reached Viranasi quickly proceeding on a
fast chariot. He assumed the form of a Brahmana and entered
at a time when good ones eulogized him.

3. He became an old astrologer visiting every house. He
moved about in the city delighting the citizens.
4. He himself showed dreams to the men during the

night and went to their houses in the morning explaining the
benefits or otherwise thereof.

5. “In order to kindle your enthusiasm, I shall recount
the various activities seen by you in dream in the night today.

6.!  While sleeping at night a big, deep pond was seen by
you in the fourth Yama. You reached the bank after sinking
in the same a couple of times.

7. You sank down and got up many times in the mud
slimy with its waters. The outcome of this bad dream shall
cause you great fear.

8. A person with shaven head and wearing ochre-coloured
robes was seen by you. He will cause you terrible distress.
9. The eclipse of the Sun was seen at night. It will cer-

tainly cause great evil. The fact that you saw two rainbows at
night, is not conducive to auspiciousness.

10. The Sun came to the West and made the Moon fall
to the ground even as he was about to rise up in the sky. This
indicates something fearful to the entire kingdom.

11. A pair of banners fighting each other were seen. It
is not good. It may only bring about split in the kingdom.

12. You saw yourself being carried to the South even as
your hairs and teeth were dropping down. This forebodes something
awful to the family.

1. VV 6-19 state the fruits of dreams as was believed then.
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13.  As the night came to a close, you saw the banner on
the top of the palace break down. Know that this will certainly
cause ruin of the kingdom. It will cause a great danger.

14. In the dream, the city was flooded with the waves of
the ocean of milk. I suspect a great danger to the citizens
within three or four fortnights.

15.  Since in your dream you have been carried in a monkey-
vehicle towards the South, O highly intelligent one, the means
to nullify its effect is leaving the city for good.

16.  The crying woman that you saw towards the close of
the night, without clothes and with the hairs dishevelled is the
goddess of glory that has departed.

17.  The potlike pinnacle on the top of the temple was
seen by you falling down. Within a few days the kingdom will
split.

18.  In the dream the city was surrounded by excessively
crying herds of deer (barking dogs— Comm.). It will be aban-
doned (uninhabited) within a month.

19.  Certainly some grave mishap unto the residents of
this place is being indicated by these falcons, owls, vultures etc.
hovering over this city.”

20. In this way, recounting often these evil forebodings
of bad dreams, that Lord of Obstacles expelled many of the

city-dwellers.
21.! He pointed out to some that the transits of the

Planets were not good. “Saturn, Venus and Mars are in the
same zodiac.

22. This Dhumagraha (Ketu) has pierced through the
region of the Great Bear in the firmament and has gone to the
West. That indicates ruin unto the king.

23. Saturn has gone beyond the zodiac and thereafter is
in its regress-path. It is associated with evil Planets (like Rahu,
Ketu and Mars). It is not considered good.

24. O citizens, the earthquake that happened yesterday
seems to cause great trepidation even in my heart.

25.  This meteor rose from the North and went quickly
towards the South. It then got dissolved in the sky itself with
a violent gust of wind and thunderstroke. It is not auspicious.

1. VV 21-29 indicate astrological and other evil omens.
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26.  This Caityavrksa (holy fig tree) despite its being deep-
rooted has been uprooted by the velocity of the violent gust
of wind and it has fallen down in the quadrangle. It indicates
a great evil. ‘

27. At sunrise the crow has perched itself on the top of
a dried-up tree in the East and begins to crow harshly making
others very much afraid.

28. Two deer have dodged the hunters and have gone
fast through the middle of the shopping complex in front of
the citizens. They are inauspicious to them.

29. Even in this autumn season, birds are seen untimely
on the mango and Sala trees. I think it is foreboding of great
fear and danger to the inhabitants of the city.”

30.  Thus, terror was generated by Vighnesvara in the guise
of a false Brahmana and some citizens were driven away from
(forced to quit) the city.

31. By using his Maya power he entered the female apart-
ments and by recounting events experienced by them, he became
an object of confidence of the women.

32.  “O lady of auspicious features, hundred sons less by
seven were born to you. One of them was riding a horse over
a bridge outside, when he fell down and died.

33. This pregnant woman will give birth to a splendid
daughter. This woman had been wretched before but now she
has become blessed and fine.

34. This woman is extremely endearing to the king and
the queens. A pearl.ornament from his own bosom has been
given to her by the king.

35. I think only five or seven days have passed by. Two
villages have been promised to be given to her by the king as
his favour.”

36. By saying various things directly experienced, thus,
the Brahmana became one worthy of being honoured by the
queens. They began to describe his many good qualities indirectly
to the king.

37. “How wonderful! This Brahmana is handsome and
has good behaviour in the same way as he is clever in every-
thing. He is truthful and speaks sparingly.

38. He is not greedy. He is liberal-minded. His conduct
is good. He has perfect control over the senses. He is satisfied
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with even a little. He is averse to accepting monetary gifts.

39.  Anger is subdued by him. His face beams with plea-
sure. He is never malicious or deceitful. He is grateful. His
countenance is cheerful. He is averse to calumny and slander.

40. He counsels what is meritorious. He is a pious-souled
one. He observes all vows scrupulously. He is clean and his
activities are clean. He is efficient in Srutis and Smrtis.

41. He is intelligent and conversant with the holy legends
and myths. He is honoured by all and he looks at everything
keenly. He is adept in a number of arts. He is the best among
those conversant with the treatises on Astronomy.

42.  He has forbearance. He is of noble birth. He is not
miserly. He enjoys keeping the mind free from impurities. No
one else has been seen elsewhere so richly endowed with these
good qualities.”

43.  Thus those women of the inner apartment spent their
time enumerating his good qualities every now and then.

44.  Once the chief queen of King Divodasa named Lilavati
spoke to the king about him on a suitable occasion.

45. “O king, there is an aged, learned Brahmana having
a number of excellent qualities. He is a great embodiment and
storehouse of the Brahmanical virtues and Vedic knowledge.
You must meet him.”

46. The permission having been given by the king, the
queen sent her clever female companion and brought that
Brahmana who appeared like an embodied form of Brahmanical
splendour.

47. From a distance the king saw the Brahmana coming
and mentally thought thus, ‘Good qualities are present where
excellent form and features are found.” He became delighted.

48. By going a few steps forward, the king received and
honoured him duly. He delighted the king by means of benedictory
passages taken from the four Vedas.

49. The king duly bowed down to the Brahmana and offered
him a seat which he occupied. The king and the Brahmana
mutually enquired about each other’s welfare.

50. The excellent Braihmana and the king were adepts in
the art of conversation. They were pleased at the (mutual)

questions and answers.
51. At the end of the dialogue the Brahmana was respect-
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fully sent home by the king. Having received great honour
and due deference he entered his hermitage.

52. When the Brahmana had gone back to his hermitage,
King Divodasa extolled the Brahmana before Lilavati profusely.

53.  “O great queen Lilavati, O highly intelligent lady fond
of good qualities, the Brahmana has been duly praised. He is
more meritorious than the way in which he is eulogized.

54.  He knows everything that has already taken place. He
understands the present. In the morning, he is to be called
and asked to tell something about the future.”

55. When the night dawned, the king invited the Brahmana
in the morning and offered him many kinds of enjoyable things
and rich presents.

56. He duly welcomed the Brahmana, devoutly offering
him a silk-cloth and other things. When they were alone, the
king asked the Brahmana what had been cherished in the

heart.

The king sauwd:

57. It is certain that you alone appear to me the greatest
among Brahmanas. It is my opinion that the intellect of no one
else is as much conversant with truth as thine.

58.  On seeing you as a highly intelligent storehouse of
austerities, having control over the mind and the sense-organs,
O Brahmana, I am inclined to ask you something which please
tell me truthfully.

59.  This kingdom has been ruled by me, not so by other
kings. Divine pleasures have been enjoyed by me to the (ut-
most) extent of my prosperity.

60. Without the least lassitude by day or by night, the
wicked ones have been controlled by me by force and the
subjects have been protected more than my own bosom-born
progeny.

61.  Of what avail is my enumeration not worthy of being
repeated? I know that I have some merit due to the adoration
of the feet of Brahmanas. Nothing much.

62. My mind is not inclined and drawn towards any of the
activities. Hence, O noble and excellent Sir, ponder over and
tell me what is going to be conducive to welfare.
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The Brahmana said:

63. Even the minutest duty of kings should always be ex-
plained by a wise man when asked privately.

64. But even the least should not be explained even by
the minister when not asked, as he is sure to be afraid of great
dishonour.

65. On being asked, I shall tell. Do not entertain any
doubt on that account If what I say is carried out, you shall
understand the cause of your dejection and disinterestedness.

66. O king of excellent intellect, listen. I shall not say
anything contrary to the fact (truth). You are valorous, ex-
tremely courageous and powerful. You are always fortunate.

67. I think that even in Amaravati, the Lord of the gods
(Indra) is not as richly endowed with merit, renown and intellect.

68. I consider you on a par with Guru (Preceptor of the
Devas) in view of the excellent intellect; on a par with the
Moon in view of brightness and serenity; you are the very Sun
in brilliance and on a par with Fire in respect of your valorous
exploit.

69. You are on a par with the Wind-god in respect of your
strength; on a par with Kubera through gifting of wealth; on
a par with Rudra in respect of the ability to chastise; you are
the very Nirrti on the battlefield.

70. You are Pasi (Varuna) who binds the wicked; in regard
to the act of controlling the evil ones you are like Yama; you
are on a par with Mahendra in respect of your great prosperity;
you are on a par with the Earth in forbearance.

71. In the act of abiding by the bounds of morality, you
are the ocean; in regard to greatness, you are Himalaya. You
are Sukra in royal polity and in the act of ruling a land you
are on a par with Manu.

72.  You are the dispeller of distress like a cloud; holy like
the name of Ganga; you are the bestower of excellent goal on
all creatures like Kasi.

73. In the matter of annihilation you are Rudra; in ac-
cording protection you are the four-armed Visnu; you are the
creator like Brahma and the Goddess of Speech is in your

lotus-like mouth.
74. Kamala (Goddess of wealth) is in your lotus-like hand;
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there is the poison Halahala in your anger; your speech is on
a par with the divine nectar; your arms are the veritable Asvinisutas.

75.  Everything powerful is in you, O king, because you
are the very embodiment of all the Devas. Hence, what is conducive
to your auspiciousness is known to me truly.

76.  Calculating from today, O king, on the eighteenth
day, a Brahmana from the North will certainly come to you and
advise you.

77.  His behest should be unhesitatingly carried out by
you, O king. Thereby, O highly intelligent one, whatever you
have cherished in your heart will be realized.

78. After saying so, the excellent Brahmana took leave of
the king. After receiving his consent, he joyously entered his
hermitage. The king was very much surprised (at the events).

79. Thus the entire city including the king, the subjects
and the royal Antahpura (female apartment) was brought under
his influence by Vighnajit through his own power of Maya.

80.  After considering himself one who has fulfilled his
duties, that Lord Vighnajit took various guises himself and
stayed on in Kasi.

81.  Ganadhipa adorned his own spot of that time, O Pot-
born One, when Divodasa himself was not present formerly.

82-83. When King Divodasa was expelled by Visnu and the
city was renovated by Visvakarman, the Lord himself came to
the beautiful Varanasi city fromn Mandara and eulogized Gananayaka
at the outset.

Agastya said:

84. How was Vighnajit eulogized by the Lord of Devas?
How did Vinayaka take various guises himself.
85. By what names did he establish himself in the city of

Kasi? O Six-faced One, tell all those things briefly.

86. On hearing this utterance of the Pot-born One the
Six-faced Lord related to him the auspicious story of Ganaraja
based on facts.
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CHAPTER FIFTYSEVEN

Manifestation of Dhundhi Vinayaka and Fiftysix' Vinayakas

Skanda said:

Lord Visvesa entered the auspicious city of Varanasi.

1. O excellent sage, Visvesa was accompanied by Visva (Goddess
Parvati), Mahasakha, Visakha and myself. Nandi and Bhrngi
proceeded ahead.

2. He was accompanied by Naigameya and surrounded on
all sides by Rudras; he was eulogized by Sanaka and others and
attended upon by the celestial sages.

3. He was hailed with joy by the commanders of all the
Ayatanas (regional shrines) and by the Guardians of the Quarters.
All the holy Tirthas displayed their holy waters. Gandharvas
sang songs of auspicious import.

4. He was adored by celestial damsels who danced with the
gestures of the hands resembling tender sprouts. He was greeted

1. Dhundhi Vinayaka ahas Dhundhiraja has a prime position at the centre
ot Kasi. He 1s to be worshipped by pilgrims on entrance to Kasi. His name
1s derved from dhudh—'to scaich, to find' (v 33 in this chapter) Siva got
entrance into Kasi through his machinations. Hence this name.

This chapter gives the locations of the fifty-six Vinayakas at Kasi. These
Vinayakas are arrayed at the eight directional points 1n seven concentric circles
centring around Dhundhiraja near the Visvaniatha Temple, as follows: (See vv

5H9-114)

Cnole No Naines of Vindyakas
[ (1) Airka, (2) Durga, (3) Bhimacanda, (4) Dehali; (5) Uddanda,
(6) Pasapani, (7) Kharva, (8) Siddhivinayka
II (1) Lambodara, (2) Katadanta, (3) Salakatantaka, (4) Kiasmanda,
(5) Mundavinayaka, (6) Vikatadvija, (7) Rajaputra, (8) Pranava
111 (1) Vakratunda, (2) Ekadanta, (3) Trimukha, (4) Pancasya, (5)
Heramba, (6) Vighnaraja, (7) Varada, (8) Modakapriya
v (1) Abhayada, (2) Stmhatunda, (3) Kanitiksa, (4) Ksipraprasadana,
(5) Cintamamn, (6) Dantahasta, (7) Picandila, (8) Uddandamunda.
V. (1) Sthuladanta, (2) Kalipriya, (3) Caturdanta, (4) Dvitunda,
(5) Jyestha, (6) Gajavinayaka, (7) Kalavinayaka, (8) Nagesa
VL. (1) Manikarna, (2) Asavinayaka, (3) Srstiganesa, (4) Yaksavighnesa,
(5) Gajakarna, (6) Citraghanta, (7) Sthalajangha, (8) Mitravinayaka
VII. (1)—(5) Moda and others, (6) Jianavindyaka, (7) Dvaravighnesa,

(8) Avimuktavinayaka.
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all round in the firmament by means of musical instruments
sounding automatically.

5. All the quarters reverberated with the deafening sounds
of the Vedic chants by the sages. The groups of Carapas eulogized
him. He was surrounded everywhere by aerial chariots.

6. The great Lord who was showered with parched grains
slipping down through the fists of the ladies of heaven, expe-
rienced horripilation due to excess of joy.

7. Many groups of Vidyadhara women offered him garlands
as presents. He was greeted and hailed by Yaksas, Guhyakas,
Siddhas and other sky-traversers.

8. Animals and birds went ahead indicating the auspicious
omens of the time of entry. Kinnaris and Kinnaras with beaming
faces extolled him.

9. Great festivity was celebrated and displayed by Visnu,
Mahalaksmi, Brahma, Visvakarman, Nandin and Ganesa.
10. Naga damsels performed the rites of Nirajana (wav-

ing of the lights) all round. Thus the great L.ord entered the
auspicious city of Varanasi.

11. Even as all the Devas wei1e watching, the Bull-emmblemed
Lord got down from the great bull, embraced the Lord of
Ganas and spoke:

12.  “The fact that I have reached the auspicious city of
Varanasi, very difficult of access even to me, is due to the
favour of this child alone.

13, What is difficult to be accomplished even by a father
in all the three worlds can be easily accomplished by a son.
The instance for the same is I myself.

14. By the powers of his intellect, something has been
achieved by this Flephant-faced One in order to facilitate my
entrance into Kasi.

15. T have really become one blessed with a son inasmuch
as he has accomplished through his manliness a long-cher-
ished desire of mine.”

16.  After saying this, the destroyer of the three cities oft-
eulogized by Indra and others, joyously eulogized the Elephant-
faced One with clear words.

Srikantha said:

17. Be victorious, O foremost one among those who cause
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obstacles. You are the cause of freedom from obstacles unto
your devotees. O one free from obstacles, O subduer of obstacles,
O one with great obstacles reduced to a single obstacle!

18. Be victorious, O Lord of all Ganas! be victorious, O
leader of all Ganas, O one whose lotus-like feet are bowed to
by the Ganas, O one with countless good qualities!

19. Be victorious, O omnipresent one, O Lord of all, O
single treasure-house ot all intellects, O one conversant with
all the worlds of Maya, O Lord worshipped at the beginning
in the course of all rites!

20. O auspicious one among all auspicious ones! Be vic-
torious, O cause of auspiciousness unto all. O subduer of
inauspiciousness! O cause of salvation! O most auspicious of
all auspicious things!

21.  Be victorious, O one worthy of the adoration of those
who create (like Brahma and others), O one bowed to by the
one who sustains (i.e. Visnu), O one who is venerable to the
one who causes annihilation (Rudra)! Be victorious, O one
who bestows success in the performance of good acts.

22. O one whose lotus-like feet are worthy of the adoration
to Siddhas! Be victorious, O granter of the fulfilment of desires.
O sole storehouse of all Siddhis (the eight supernatural pow-
ers)! O indicator of great Siddhis and prosperities!

23. O creator of all Gunas! O one beyond all the Gunas!
O leader of all good qualities! O one with perfect conduct! O
one identical with wealth! Be victorious, O you who are ex-
tolled!

24.  Be victorious, O Lord of all armies! O bestower of
strength on the enemy of Bala (i.e. Indra)! O one with the tps
of the teeth as bright as cranes! O young boy of great valour!

25. O Lord, O support of infinite greatness, O piercer of
the mountain (Kraunca)!, O one who has lifted up the El-
ephants of the Quarters by the tips of the tusks! Be victorious,
O (Lord) with serpents for ornaments!

26. O merciful Lord of divine form, those who bow down
to you on the earth attain salvation though they may be the

1. Here Ganesa is identified with Skanda, as 1t was Skanda who pierced the
Kraunca mountain (Commentator).
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doers of all sinful acts. You always remove all their great calamities.
You bestow on them heavenly pleasures and salvation too.

27. O Vighnaraja, those who are perceived even for a
moment on the earth by means of your benign*glances have
all their sins reduced. They are Purusottamas (Visnus, most
excellent ones among men) and Laksmi looks at them with
benign glances.

28. O Lord who are expert in destroying promptly the ob-
stacles of those who bow down, you are likc the Sun unto the
lotus-like heart of Daksayani. Those who eulogize thee are heard
to have become renowned. There is nothing surprising in it. It
is surprising that only they are the leaders of Ganas.

29.  Those who regularly adore the pair of your feet do
flourish with plenty of sons, grandsons, wealth and grain. Their
lotus-like feet shall be regularly eulogized by many servants.
They will obtain untainted wealth and fortune worthy of being
enjoyed by kings.

30. O ultimate cause of all causes, you are the cause of
all. You alone are worthy of being known by Vedic scholars for
ever. O Lord of divine form incapable of being expressed by
ordinary words, you are something worthy of being sought
after by the original words (of the scriptures).

31. The Vedas do not know you really, O stage-manager
of the mobile and the immobile beings. Even Brahma and
others do not know you. You alone annihilate, protect and
create everything. O Lord who cannot be comprehended even
mentally, how is it possible to eulogize you adequately?

32. I have killed the Daityas, the chief of whom were
Tripuras, Andhaka and Jalandhara who had already been de-
stroyed by the arrows of your angry glances. Excepting you who
has the power even to wish for the success of the tasks that yield
benefits even if they were to be insignificant.

33.  The root Dhundh is well-known to mean “to search
for”. Your name Dhundhi is due to the fact that you search for
everything that your devotees require (and bestow on them).
O Dhundhiraja, O Vinayaka, which embodied soul can obtain
access to Kasi too without your pleasure?

34. If a resident of Kasi bows down to your lotus-like feet
first and then bows down to me, I reach up to the root of his
ear and impart (the Taraka Mantra), before the departure of
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the lifebreath, something whereby he is not reborn in the
world.

35. A devotee takes his holy bath in Manikarnika along
with the cloth worn and walks ahead (not minding) the feet
getting soiled. He offers libation to the celestial sages, human
beings and the manes. He then comes to Jnanodatirtha (Jnanavapi)
and worships you.

36.  First the devotee should propitiate you by means of
huge quantities of sweetmeat of great flavour, incense, lights,
garlands and sweet-smelling unguents, and then me capable of
bestowing the benefit of Kasi. O Dhundhi, thereby who does
not flourish?

37. A devotee may undertake pilgrimage to Tirthas and
that too without the conventional order. Even then, due to
your benign, merciful glances, all the obstacles and calamities
antagonistic to his own welfare, shall be temoved, O Dhundhi,
and he will obtain the complete benefit here at Kasi.

38.  If anyonc bows down to you, O Dhundhi Vinayaka,
everyday early in the morning at Kasi, all thé* obstacles shall
be removed and no object on the surface of the earth shall be
inaccesible to him here and hereafter.

39. If anyone repeats the name of Dhundhi Vinayaka, all
the eight Siddhis will repeat his name in the heart everyday.
He will enjoy different kinds of pleasures worthy of being enjoyed
by Devas. In the end he will be wooed by Goddess Nirvana
Kamala (Glory of Liberation).

40. O Dhundhiraja, O bestower of all Siddhis, even if one
staying far oif remembers the pedestal of your feet everyday,
he will get the entire benefit of staying in Kasi. My words
cannot be contradicted or falsitied at any time.

41. O blessed one, 1 know that it is for the removal of
innumerable obstacles that you have assumed different forms
and stay here in this holy spot.

42. Let these heaven-dwellers listen. I shall mention all
those forms of yours, O sinless one, assumed in the different
areas.

43. First, you are Dhundhiraja slightly to my right. You
seek out and bestow all the desired objects and wealth cn the

devotees.
44. O son, O Ganesa, if diverse kinds of adoration are
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performed unto you on the Caturthi (fourth day) coinciding
with a Tuesday with huge quantities of Modakas (sweetmeats)
of fragrant flavour and scented garlands, I make them Ganas.

45. Those who worship you on every Caturthi with con-
centration of mind, O Dhundhi, are really blessed. O elephant-
faced one, they will place their left foot on the head of all
miseries and mishaps and attain the status of the Elephant-
faced One.

46. O Dhundhi, the devotees who observe Naktavrata (taking
food only at night) and worship you on the fourth day of the
bright half of Magha will be worthy of being worshipped by the

enemies of Asuras.
47. The devotee shall cover (make) Laddus with white

gingelly seeds and eat them on the bright Caturthi of Magha
after undertaking the annual pilgrimage.

48. On that Caturthi, O Dhundhi, the Yatra (pilgrimage)
should be assiduously performed by those who wish for fulfilment
of the worship at the holy spot, for your propitiation. It shall

remove all calamities.
49. He who does not perform that Yatra nor offers Nawedya

with Laddus of gingelly seeds should be at my bidding struck

with .thousands of obstacles.
50. A devotee conversant with the Mantras shall devoutly

perforin Homa with gingelly seeds, ghee and other requisites
on that Caturthi. His Mantra will become fruitful.

51. O Gajanana, O Dhundhi, the Mantra, be it Vedic or
otherwise, should be repeated in your presence. It will then
accord the desired Siddhis (fulfilment of desires).

Isvara saud:
52. It is certain that a person of excellent mind who
reads this eulogy composed by me will never be afflicted by

obstacles.

53. If anyone recites this meritorious eulogy of Dhundhi
in the presence of Dhundhi, all the Siddhis will stay near him
always.

54.  After repeating this eulogy with adequately controlled
mind, the devotee shall never be assailed by mental sins at any

time.
55. The man who repeats the prayer unto Dhundhi shall
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attain wives, sons, land, excellent horses, excellent houses, wealth
and foodgrains.

56.  This eulogy uttered by me is named Sarvasampatkara
(‘Giver of all prosperities’). It should be assiduously repeated
always by one who desires salvation.

57. If anyone is desirous of going anywhere for a specific
purpose, he should go after repeating this meritorious prayer.
Invariably all the Siddhis (achievements) shall come face to
face to him.

58. I shall mention another thing also. Let those heaven-
dwellers listen. [ shall mention the places where Dhundhi had
stayed for the sake of guarding the holy spot.

First Circle of Vinayakas:

59. At the confluence of Ganga and Asi at Kasi is the
Vinayaka named Arkavinayaka. If he is visited on Sundays by
people, he will subdue all distresses.

60. Ganadhyaksa named Durga is the destroyer of all wretch-
edness. It is in the southern region of the holy spot and should
be assiduously worshipped.

61. On the south-west of the holy spot near Bhimacandi
is Bhimacandavinayaka. On being visited he removes great
fear.

62.  On the western side of the holy spot is Dehalivinayaka.
There is no doubt about this that he will remove all the
obstacles of the devotees.

63. On the north-western side of the holy place is the
Gajanana named Uddanda. He will always strike down massive
groups of obstacles.

64. On the north of Kasi, Pasapani-Vinayaka (Vinayaka
with the Pasa, noose, in his hand) always binds obstacles due
to the devotion of the residents of Kasi.

65. The beautiful Kharvavinayaka is at the confluence of
Ganga and Varana. He will subdue and shorten even huge
obstacles of good devotees.

66. To the east of the holy spot Siddhivinayaka is always
ready to protect the holy spot. It is on the west of Yamatirtha
and is a prompt bestower of powers on a Sadhaka (aspirant).

67. These eight Vinayakas are on the outer ring of Kasi.
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They expel non-devotees and bestow all the Siddhis on the

devotees.

Second C(arcle of Vinayakas:

68.  Henceforth I shall mention those Vinayakas who pro-
tect this holy spot Avimukta on the second external ring.
69. On the western bank of the heavenly river, to the

north of Arkavinayaka is LLambodara Ganadhyaksa (‘Leader of
Ganas’) who washes off all the mud of obstacles.

70. To the west thereof and to the north of Durga-Vina-
yaka is Katadanta. He is the annihilator of difficulties and
calamities. He always protects this holy place.

71. Slightly to the north-east of Bhimacanda Ganesa is
Salakatamkata, the protector of this holy spot. This Ganadhyaksa
is worthy of being adored.

72. The Vinayaka named Kusmanda is situated on the
east of Dehalivighnesa. He is to be worshipped always by the
devotees for the suppression of great mishaps and calamities.

73. Mundavinayaka stationed in the south-east direction
of the Ganapati named Uddanda is extremely renowned. He
is to be adored well by devotecs.

74. His body is stationed in Patala. The head is situated
in Kasi. Hence the Lord in Kasi is spoken as Mundavinayaka.
75.  One shall attain the position of the lordship of Ganas

by worshipping the Ganapati Vikatadvija to the south of the
Ganesana (named) Pasapani.

76.  The Vinayaka named Rajaputra is on the south-west
of the Lord named Kharva. On being worshipped, he will re-
instate a king who has lost his kingdom.

77. The Ganadhipa named Pranava is on the western bank
of Ganga and to the south of Rajaputra. On being bowed down
to he will lead (a devotee) to heaven.

78.  These eight Vinayakas are situated in Kasi in the sec-
ond external ring. They will dispel all the obstacles of those
who permanently stay in Kasi.

Third Circle of Vinadyakas:

79. Those Vighnarajas who are stationed in this holy spot
on the third external ring, according protection always, should
be mentioned by me now.
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80. Vakratunda, the remover of mass of sins, is stationed
to the north of Lambodara who is on the beautiful bank of the
heavenly river.

81.  Ekadantaka stationed on the north of the Ganapati
Kutadanta shall always protect Anandakinana from calami-
ties.

82. The monkey-lion-elephant-faced Vighnesa named
Trimukha (Three-faced) is situated to the north-east of
Salakatankata. He is the remover of the fear of (people of)
Kasi.

83. The Vighnarat named Pancasya is in the eastern di-
rection of Kiasmanda. With an excellent chariot (drawn by)
lions, he protects the city of Varanasi.

84. The Lord named Heramba stationed in the south-east
of Mundavinayaka is worthy of being worshipped always. He
will fulfil the desires of all the residents of Kasi like Amba
(Goddess).

85.  For the purpose of Siddhi, a wise devotee should worship
the Ganapati (named) Vighnaraja who destroys all obstacles.
He is stationed to the south of Vikatadanta.

86. The Ganadhyaksa named Varada stationed slightly in
the south-west direction from the Vinayaka (named) Rajaputra,
should be worshipped. He is the bestower of boons on the
devotees.

87. The Ganesa (named) Modakapriya is stationed to the
south of Pranavavighnesa on the auspicious bank of the celes-
tial river in the Pisangila Tirtha. He is worthy of being

adored.

Fourth Curcle of Vinayakas:

88.  FEight Vinayakas should be clearly visualised by men
with delighted minds in Kasi on the fourth external ring. They
are the destroyers of the obstacles of the devotees.

89.  The Vinayaka Abhayada who is the destroyer of the
fear of all, is stationed on the bank of the heavenly river in
the northern direction from Vakratunda.

90. The Vinayaka (named) Simhatunda is stationed on
the north of Ekadasana (Ekandanta). He destroys the elephants
in the form of calamities of the inhabitants of Varanasi.
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91. The Ganadhyaksa (named) Kunitaksa is stationed in
the north-eastern direction of Tritunda (Trimukha). He will
protect Mahasmasana (i.e. Kasi) from the evil®eye of the
wicked.

92.  Ksipraprasadana stationed to the east of Pancasya shall
protect the city. Siddhis are quickly attained by the worship of
Ksipraprasadana.

93. Cintamani Vinayaka is stationed to the south-east of
Heramba. He is like Cintamani (wish-yielding stone) unto the
devotees. He will directly present (to the devotees) whatever
is thought of by them.

94. The Ganesvara (named) Dantahasta is towards the
south of Vighnaraja. He will be (commanding) thousands of
obstacles to harass men who hate Varanasi.

95. The Lord named Picindila is to the south-west of
Varada. He is surrounded by Yatudhanas (demons) and pro-

tects the city day and night.
96. What is it that the Heramba named Uddandamunda

does not bestow on devotees when visited? He is stationed in
Pilipila Tirtha to the south of Modakapriya (Vinayaka).

Fifth Circle of Vindyakas:

97. I shall now mention the Vinayakas twice-four (= cight)
in number, stationed in Kasi on the fifth external ring and
protecting the holy spot.

98. The Ganesana named Sthaladanta is stationed on the
bank of the heavenly river to the north of Abhayaprada. To the
good, he bestows enormous Siddhis.

99. The Vinayaka (named) Kalipriya is stationed to the
north of Simhatunda. Among those who harass the devotees
flocking to the Tirtha, he creates natural quarrel always.

100. The Vinayaka named Caturdanta is on the north-east
of Kunitaksa. Masses of obstacles shall perish merely by visiting
this Lord.

101. The Gananayaka named Dvitunda is stationed to the
east of Ksipraprasadana. He looks equally majestic both in front
and behind.

102a. By visiting him, men will attain all-round glory and
splendour.
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102b-103. The Ganadhyaksa named Jyestha is the eldest of
my numerous sons. He is stationed to the south-east of Cintamani
Vinayaka. For the acquisition of surpassing excellence he should
be adored well on the fourteenth day in the bright half of the
month of Jyestha.

104. Gaja-Vinayaka is to be adored in the southern direc-
tion of Dantahasta. By worshipping him devoutly prosperity
with elephants will be attained.

105. Kala-Vinayaka is to the south of the Ganapati named
Picindila. By resorting to him, men will not have the fear of
the god of Death

106. The devotee is honoured in Nagaloka by visiting the
Ganapa named Nagesa stationed in the southern direction from
the Ganapa named Uddandamunda.

Swxth Crirele of Vinayakas:

107.  Hereafter the Vighnanayakas stationed on the sixth
external ring are being mentioned. Merely by listening to their
names men will achieve supernatural power.

108. The Ganapati named Manikarna is the destroyer of
obstacles in the east. Asa Vinayaka is stationed in the south-
east fulfilling the hopes and desires of a devotee.

109. Srstiganesa in the south is the indicator of creation
and annihilation. Yaksa Vighnesa in the south-west is the de-
stroyer of all obstacles and is the greatest.

110.  Gajakarna in the west is the cause of welfare to all. The
Ganapati named Citraghanta protects the city in the north-west.

111-112. In the north Sthulajangha subdues the sins of those
who control their minds. That auspicious Vinayaka named
Mitravinayaka protects the city of Isa in the north-east. He is
to be worshipped in the north of Yama Tirtha.

Seventh Circle of Vinayakas:

[ shall mention the Vindyakas stationed on the seventh ex-

ternal ring.

113-114. The five Vighnesas are Moda and others; the sixth
one is Jianavinayaka; the seventh one is Dvaravighnesa present
in front of the great door. Avimukta Vinayaka, the eighth one,
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removes all the distress of those with humble minds in my holy
spot Avimukta.

115. He who remembers these fiftysix Gajamukhas even
when he is in a far-off country, shall attain knowledge on death.

116. If a devotee recites this meritorious eulogy of Dhundhi
involving fifty-six Gajananas, he becomes a meritorious-souled
one. He gets supernatural powers at every step.

117. Wherever one may be, all these Ganesvaras should be
remembered. They protect a man falling into the ocean of
great calamity.

118. On hearing this eulogy of great merit and these Vinayakas,
one is never afflicted by obstacles. One is rid of all sins too.

119-120. After saying this, the Lord of the Devas became highly
joyous in his mind. He was coronated by Brahma and others. He
granted them whatever they desired. Efficient that he was in
doing ‘the proper thing, he entertained all of them duly. He then
entered the royal palace built by Visvakarman

Skanda said:

121. Thus Vighnajit (‘Subduer of obstacles’ i.e. Ganesa)was
eulogized by the Lord of Devas. That Vinayaka created thus many
of his own forms.

122 O Pot-born One, by repeating these names of Dhundhiraja,
a man shall get whatever he desires.

123. There are thousands, nay innumberable, forms of the
Ganesa Dhundhi there, devoutly worshipped by many devotees.

124. They are Bhagiratha, Ganadhyaksa, Hariscandra, Vinayaka,
the Ganapati named Kaparda and then Binduvinayaka.

125. These and others are the Vighnesas installed by everyone
of the devotees. By worshipping them too men do attain all
riches.

126. By listening to this meritorious chapter with faith, a
man gets rid of all obstacles and obtains the desired position.
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CHAPTER FIFTYEIGHT
Attainment of Salvation by Divodasa

Agastya said:

1. O Skanda, what did Hara do while in the Mandara mountain
when even Gajanana was causing delay?

Skanda said:

2. O Agastya, listen to the meritorious story being nar-
rated by me now. Its theme is Varanasi alone and it is destruc-
tive of all sins.

3. When the Elephant-faced One was delaying in Avimuktaka,
the excellent one among holy spots, Adhoksaja (Visnu) was
quickly met by the Three-eyed Lord.

4. He was addressed thus many times with great respect:
“Do not do (it) yourself what was done by others who had
gone there before.”

Sri Visnu said:

5. O Sankara, endeavour must be made by all living beings
in accordance with their intellect, strength and weakness. But
they bear fruits according to your (direction).

6. Actions (Karmas by themselves) are insentient. Even
living beings are not free themselves. You are the witness unto
their acts and also the prime mover of living beings compel-
ling them to work.

7. But in regard to the devotees of your feet, the mental
inclination is such that you yourself will say, “Excellent wbrk
has been done by him.”

8. Whatever work is performed here, whether it be very
small or great in size, O Girisa, that fructifies if it is performed
with due recollection of your feet.

9. If a task is well-prepared (planned), perfectly carried
out with keen intellect, it is bound to perish instantaneously,
should it be performed without due remembrance of your
feet. -

10. Excellent effort will be made by me today as I have been
sent by Sambhu. In regard to us richly endowed with devotion -
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unto you, the task is practically accomplished.

11. A task may be extremely unachievable by solely depend-
ing on onc’s own intellect, strength and endgavour; O Siva,
the same task can be easily accomplished by meditation on
you.

12. All the tasks of those persons, O Lord, who circumambulate
you, O Bhava, and then proceed ahead, become already ac-
complished due to the fear of you.

13. Know, O Mahadeva, that this task has been accomplished
certainly. The only thing is that the auspicious hour for the
entry into Kasi should be thought of.

14. Or, neither the auspicious nor the inauspicious time
need be considered in regard to the time for arrival at Kasi.
That alone is the auspicious moment when Kasi is within reach.

15. After circumambulating and bowing down to Sarbhu
again and again, the Garuda-emblemed Lord sct off from Mandara
along with Laksmi.

16. After making Varanasi the guest (object) of his eyes
(vision), he joyously made his name Pundarikaksa (Lotus-eyed
One) meaningtul.

17. Visnu of pure mind washed his hands and feet in the
confluence of Ganga and Varana and took his bath with the
clothes on.

18. Then onwards, that Tirtha came to be called Padodaka
because his feet, the bestower of auspiciousness, were washed
at the outset by the Yellow-robed Lord.

19. If men take their bath in Padodaka Tirtha, their sins
accumulated in the course of seven births, perish quickly.

20. By offering Sraddha there and libations with water and
gingelly seeds, one will be able to redeem the members of his
family three times seven in number.

21. In the Tirtha (called) Padodaka at Kasi the satisfaction
obtained by the great-grandfathers is the same as obtained by
them at Gaya, indeed.

22. Niraya (Hell) will never touch a man who takes his bath
in Padodaka, drinks the water thereof and offers the same
water (as libation).

23.  After drinking Padodaka once in the Visnu Padodaka
Tirtha, it is certain that one will never drink the milk of the
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breasts of a mother (i.e. will get Moksa).

24. A devotee who bathes a Silagrama having a discus
inscribed (i.e. within it) sprinkled with a conch (filled) with
waters of Padodaka and drinks the water thereof will become
immortal.

25. If one drinks Visnu Padodaka in the Visnu Padodaka
Tirtha, of what avail is heavenly nectar that has been in ex-
istence for a long time?

26.  If the holy rites with water are not performed at Kasi
with Padodaka, their very life is futile. They are on a par with
a bubble of water in regard to their splendour.

27-28. Accompanied by Laksmi and Garuda, Visnpu per-
formed the daily rites. He withdrew his form pervading the
three worlds and fashioned a stone image with his own hands.
Adikesava himself adored that image, the bestower of all
prosperities and Siddhis.'

29. By worshipping that brilliant image of the great Lord,
named Adikesava, a man considers Vaikuntha the very court-
yard of his house.

30. That area within the limits of Kasi is well-known as
Svetadvipa. Men who serve that image do reside in Svetadvipa
(Region of Visnu).

31. There is another Tirtha in front of Kesava named
Ksirabdhi. One who performs holy rites with water there, will
stay on the shores of the Ocean of Milk.

32. If a man performs Sraddha there and gifts away a
milch cow along with all ornaments as laid down, he will be
able to make his forefathers stay in the Ocean of Milk.

33. One who devoutly gifts a single cow there becomes
a meritorious-souled one on the shores of the Milk Ocean and
can make hundred and one generations of his family move to
the Milk Ocean with plenty of ‘mud’ i.e. cream produced by
the milk.

34. A devotee should offer many excellent cows here with
faith along with monetary gifts. He will be able to make everyone

1. Adikesava temple sits in a grove of trees on the high bank of the Rajghit
plateau, overlooking Ganga and Varana. But the Tirthas mentioned after the
emblems of Visnu and his Avatdras in the following verses are located in the
landscape of imagination alone (BCL 204). Some Tirthas such as the Prahklada
Tirtha are however geographically locatable today.
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of his forefathers live there with comfortable quilts for sound
sleep.

35.  To the south of Ksiroda is the excellent Sannkha Tirtha.
By offering water-libations there unto the Pitrs, one is honoured
in Visnuloka. )

36. To the south thereof is the Cakra Tirtha which is
something very inaccessible even to the forefathers. One who
performs Sriddha (there) becomes free from indebtedness to
forefathers.

37. The Gada Tirtha is very near it. It is destructive of
all mental anguish; it causes the redemption of the Pitrs and
the destruction of all sins.

38. Beyond that is the Padma Tirtha. After taking the
holy bath there and offering libations to the Manes duly one
is never deficient in fortune and wealth.

39.  There itself is the Tirtha of Mahalaksmi renowned in
all the three worlds. Mahalaksmi herself, the delighter of the
three worlds, took her holy ablution there.

40.  One who takes his holy bath in that Tirtha and gifts
jewels and gold and silk clothes to Brahmanas never becomes
deficient in fortune and prosperity.

41.  Due to the great efficacy of the Tirtha, wherever he
is born he becomes prosperous. His forefathers become bril-
liant and glorious.

42.  An image of Mahalaksmi is there and it is adored by
all the three worlds. By bowing down to her devoutly a man
never suffers from sickness anywhere.

43. The devotee should keep awake on the night of the
eighth lunar day in the dark half of Bhadrapada and worship
Mahalaksmi. He will obtain the benefit of the holy vow.

44.  There, in the vicinity of Tarksyakesava, is the Tarksya
Tirtha. By taking the holy bath there a man never sees the
serpent (in the form) of worldly existence.

45.  Beyond that is the Narada Tirtha that destroys great
sins. It is here that Narada got the instruction in Brahmavidya.

46. A man who takes his holy dip there, shall obtain
Brahmavidya perfectly from Kesava. Hence, in Kasi, he is said
to be Naradakesava.

47.  After worshipping devoutly Lord Naradakesava the
devotee never occupies a place in the womb of any mother.
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48. Prahlada Tirtha is beyond it, where the Lord is
Prahladakesava. By performing Sraddha etc. there a devotee
is honoured in the world of Visnu.

49.  Very near it is the great Ambarisa Tirtha that de-
stroys sins. Performing holy rites with water there a man gets
liberated from sins.

50.  Adityakesava to the east of Adikesava is worthy of
being adored. Merely by visiting it, a devotee is liberated
from great sins.

51. The Tirtha (named) Dattatreyesvara is there itself; so
also Adigadadhara. By propitiating the forefathers there itself,
a devotee shall acquire Jranayoga (‘Path of knowledge’).

52. The great Bhargava Tirtha is towards the east of
Bhrgukesava. A man who takes his holy bath there shall be-
come a wise man, a man of excellent intellect like Bhargava.

53.  There to the cast of Vamanakesava is Vamana Tirtha.
By worshipping that Visnu, a devotee shall stay near Vamana.
54. In front of Naranarayana is the Tirtha named

Naranarayana. A man who takes his holy bath in the Tirtha
there, shall become Narayana.

55.  Beyond that is Yajnavariha Tirtha that destroys sins.
By taking baths therein, one gets the merit of a Rajasuya sacrifice.

56. There is a Tirtha entirely free from impurities there,
named Vidarana-narasimha. One who takes his holy bath there
shall tear off the sins acquired in the course of a hundred
births.

57. To the east of Gopigovinda is the Tirtha named
Gopigovinda. After taking the holy bath there and worship-
ping Visnu, a devotee shall become a favourite of Visnu.

58. To the south of Gopigovinda is the Tirtha named
Laksminrsirhha. By taking holy dips in the Tirtha, one is never
abandoned by the Goddess of Fortune.

59. Beyond it, near Sesamadhava is Sesa Tirtha. The sat-
isfaction of the forefathers to whom libation is offered there,
is thorough.

60. To the south thereof is Sankha Madhava Tirtha entirely
free from impurities. A man who performs holy rites with
water there, shall become free from impurities though he be

a sinner.
61-62. Beyond it is the extremely sacred Tirtha named
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Hayagriva. After taking the holy ablution there and worship-
ping Hayagrivakesava, and also offering balls of rice in the
presence of Hayagriva, a devotee shall attain the splendour of
Hayagriva and get liberated along with his forefathers.

Skanda sard-

63.  All these Tirthas have been enumerated to you inci-
dentally because even on a ground extending as much as a
gingelly seed there at Kasi, there are many Tirthas.

64. O Pot-born One, cven by hearing the names of these
Tirthas specially enumerated by me, a man becomes free of
sins.

65.  Now, O Brihmana, I shall mention to you the relevant
topic. Listen to what the Lord of Vaikuntha, the wielder of
conch, discus and club, did.

66.  After entering into the image of Kesava, Lord Kesava
came out of it by a bit of a bit of a part becausc he had
decided in his mind to do something pertaining to the task

of Sambhu.

Agastya saud.

67. Oh! Where did the Lord with the discus in his hand
go out by a bit of a bit of his part? O Six-faced One, after
reaching Kasi, where did Hari go out?

Skanda sad:

68. O sage, why did Visnu not go out completely? I shall
mention the reason thereof. Listen to me for a moment.

69.  One attains the city of Varanasi by a great deal of
Punya. Thereafter, a wise man should not abandon it even if
tempted by great benefits.

70.  Hence, O Pot-born One, his image was installed by
Murari at Kasi and he went out partially by a bit.

71.  After going a lhitile to the north of Kasi the Discus-
bearing Lord created an area called Dharmaksetra for his own
stay.

72.  Thereafter the Lord of Laksmi himself assumed the
form of (a follower of) Buddha, that was very beautiful, fas-
cinating unto the three worlds.
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73.  Sri (Laksmi) became a Parivrajika (female mendi-
cant) exquisitely beautiful in form. On seeing her, the entire
universe remained (motionless) as though pamted in a pic-
ture.

74. On seeing the mother of the universes, the source of
the universe, with a book placed on the palms of the hand,
the entire universe stood motionless. Garuda assumed the best
of forms and became their disciple.

75 He had a wonderfully brilliant intellect. He was devoid
of desire for all the objects. He was engaged in attending to
his preceptor. He had a book on the palms of his hands

76. He asked his preceptor about the greatest of virtues
that can facilitate release from worldly bondage The excellent
preceptor was gentle-faced and delighted in himself.

77.  He was an adept in the treatises on Dharma and Artha.
He was endowed with wisdom and petfect in general and specialized
knowledge. He was of sweet, sonorous voice. He spoke softly
and lovingly uttering the words distinctly.

78. He was proficient in the magical art of stunning, ex-
orcising, attracting persons to him and keeping them under
his control. So also in various other activities. At the time of
his lecture, even birds were atuacted and he could make them
experience thrill.

79.  He was served by excellent deer which imbibed the
nectar-like songs he sang. He checked the swift motion of
winds by giving them a great deal of joy.

80-81. He was adored even by the trees under the pretext
of the falling of flowers. Then that meritorious-souled fol-
lower of Buddha (named) Punyakirti said to his disciple Vinayakirti,
endowed with great humility:

Punyakirtr said-

82. O Vinayakirti, the eternal virtue has been asked by
you. I shall explain it entirely, O highly intelligent one. Listen.

83. The world has been in existence since beginningless
time. It manifests itself (automatically) by itself and it gets
dissolved by itself.

84. In all embodied beings beginning with Brahma up to
a blade of grass, the soul alone is the real master (Isvara)
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therein. There is no other (external being like God as) con-
troller thereof.

85. The names Brahma, Visnu, Rudra etc. are mere names
of the embodied ones, like out own names Pupyakirti etc.

86.  Just as our body perishes in due course, so also the
bodies of everything from Brahma to a mosquito perish when
their (respective) time arrives.

87. If it is pondered over (it is evident) that there is
nothing special about the body (of anyone). Intake of food,
sexual intercourse, sleep and fear are common to all.

88. Every embodied one attains the same (degree of)
satisfaction after getting its own usual quantity of food; no
more (degree of satisfaction) in any case.

89.  Just as we become free from thirst after joyously drinking
some beverage, so also others who are thirsty; there is no
difference great or small (in the satisfaction derived after drinking).

90. Let there be thousands of women with exquisite beauty
and seductive charms; but at the time of intercourse only one
can be enjoyed.

91. Let there be hundreds of horses and let there be
many elephants, but at the time of riding, only one is enough;
no second (is required).

92. At the time of sleeping the same pleasure is experi-
enced irrespective of sleeping on a couch or on bare ground.

93.  Just as we embodied ones are afraid of death, so also
all those beginning with Brahma and ending with insects, are
afraid of death.

94. If we intelligently ponder (it is evident that) all embodied
beings are equal. After decisively thinking thus, no one should
be violently injured by anyone, anywhere at any time.

95.  There is no other virtue on a par with compassion
for living beings anywhere on the surface of the earth. Hence
mercy should be assiduously practised by men.

96. If one living being is protected, all the three worlds
would get protected; if one is killed, all are killed. Hence one
should protect (and) not kill (others).

97.  Non-violence has been stated as the greatest virtue by
the ancient wise men (or teachers). Hence violence should
not be practised by men who are afraid of hell.

98. In all the three worlds consisting of mobile and immobile
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beings, there is no sin like violence or injury. One indulging
in violence goes to hell and one who abstains from it goes to
heaven.

99. There are many kinds of gifts. Of what avail are they,
yielding but insignificant fruit? There is nothing like the gift
of freedom from fear.

100. After poring over and reflecting upon different kinds
of scriptural texts here, four types of gifts have been men-
tioned by the great sages for the sake of welfare here and
hereafter.

101. Freedom from fear should be offered to those who
are afraid; medicine should be given to those who are afflicted
with ailments; learning should be imparted to those who seek
lores; and cooked food should be given to one (who is) dis-
tressed with hunger.

102. The power of Mani (miraculous gems), Mantra (spell)
and Ausadha (medicine) is indeed incomprehensible. That
should be assiduously practised for the purpose of earning
different kinds of riches.

103. After acquiring wealth in various ways, the twelve Ayatanm
around should be worshipped well. Of what avail is the wor-
ship of other things (deities)?

104. The auspicious twelve Ayatanas include the five or-
gans of action, the five sense-organs, the mind and the intel-
lect.

105. Heaven and hell exist here itself (in this world), no-
where else. Happiness is what is termed as heaven and misery
what is called hell.

106. If the body is cast off when happiness is being en-
joyed, it is the ultimate salvation; there is no other salvation.

107. When Klesa' (distress) is destroyed along with the
Vasana (Avidya, nescience) there is Vinanoparama (cessation
of Vijiana). This would be known as Moksa (salvation) by
persons who ponder over reality.

108. This authoritative statement is quoted by the follow-
ers of the Vedas: “One should not injure or kill any living
being.” There is no other Vedic statement directing one to kill
or injure.

1 Klesas are five: avidya (nescicnce), asmita (agotism), raga (desire), dvesa
(aversion), abhinivesa (tenacity of existence).—MW 324,
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109. The Sruti exhorting one to perform Agnisomiya
(Agnistoma) etc. is something that misleads others and is quoted
by evil men. That Sruti which prescribed killing of sacrificial
animals is not authoritative in the view of tho$e who know.

110. It is surprising that heaven is sought after cutting
trees, killing animals, making slush ol blood and by burning

gingelly seeds, ghee etc.

111. While Punyakirti was expatiating on Dharma in this
manner, the citizens heard about this from others successively
and proceeded (towards him).

112. The women of the city were attracted by that Parivrajika
named Vijianakaumudi who was very proficient in all lores.

113. Before them she elaborated on the tenets of Buddha,
exhorting them to believe only those things that are directly
seen and adopting only the means of acquiring happiness of

the body.

Vz]fzdnakaumudi saud-

114. This 1s mentioned by Sruti that Ananda (bliss) is the
form of Brahman. That should be accepted as it is. The view
of its diversity is baseless.

115. One should achieve happiness as long as this body
is strong and healthy and the sense-organs are not feeble, even
as old age is far off.

116. Where can there be happiness when there is defi-
ciency in the sense-organs and health is not normal? Hence
even the body should be given over to suppliants (before old
age) by those who wish for happiness.

117. The earth is (really) burdened by those people who
are not ready to satisfy the desire of those who beg, and not
on account of oceans, mountains and trees.

118. The body is bound to pass off quickly and everything
hoarded is attended with the certainty of loss. After realizing
this a sensible man should endeavour for the happiness of the
body.

119. Ultimately the body is bound to be a prey to dogs,
crows and worms. The truth that the body is reduced to ashes
in the end, has been accepted in the Vedas.

120. The classification (of people) into various castes is
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futile in this world. When the state of being human is common
(to all), who is high and who is low?

121. It is said by elderly persons that this entire creation
is that of Brahma and others. Daksa and Marici are reputed
to be the sons of that creator.

122. (It is said that) thirteen charming-eyed daughters of
Daksa were married in a way approved by scriptures to Kasyapa,
the son of Marici.

123.  “This man is worthy of (carnal) approach. This man
is not (so).” Futile is such consideration by people of this age
who are deficient in intellect and valour.

124. The four castes are said to have originated from the
mouth, arms, thighs and feet (of the Cosmic Being). This
belief evolved by the forefathers does not stand to reason.

125. H four sons are born to one (woman) from one (man),
will they be different in castes?

126. This discrimination between caste and caste does not
appear (to be correct) to the mind. Hence nobody should
entertain discrimination between man and man at any time

and at any place.

127.  On hearing this speech of Vijianakaumudi the women
of the city gave up their excellent mind to serve their hus-
bands.

128. By practising the black magic of attracting and win-
ning over (others) men who were fascinated by the wives of
others succeeded in their objective.

129.  Royal ladies living in inner apartinents, princes, citi-
zens and city women were deluded by both of them.

130-131. That lady-mendicant removed the barrenness of
barren women with various special devices. Vijianakaumudi
made women with husbands alive, blessed with conjugal bliss.
To some she gave (medicated) collyrium, to some others medicine
called Tilaka (Comm.).

132. Many (women) were initiated (into Buddhism) with
Mantras effective in bringing (others) under control. Some
were muttering Mantras while others were drawing Mandalas
(magical designs).

133. Some women sitting steady in front of fire-pit began
to offer various material as oblations into the sacrificial fire.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



70 Skanda Purana

134. Best results such as the growth of vegetation without
cultivation (and others like provision of honey in cups of leaves
from trees) became defunct because of the rise of sins. Slowly
the power of the king also got blunted.

135. Though he was stationed far away, Vighnesa (named)
Dhundhiraja made King Ripunjaya (‘conqueror of enemies’)
dejected in his mind and disinclined to administer the king-
dom.

136. Divodasa kept count of the eighteen-day period: “When
will that Brahmana who will be instructing me, arrive?”

137. When the eighteenth day arrived and the sun reached
the zenith of the sky, that excellent Brahmana came to the
gate.

138. It was Adhoksaja (Visnu) himself under the name of
Punyakirti from Dharmaksetra who came to the king in the
guise of a Brahmana.

139. The Brahmana who came was as though fire itself
having assumed a physical form. He was accompanied by two
or three other holy persons repeating blessings: “Jaya (Be
victorious); fiva (Be alive).”

140. On seeing him coming from a distance, the anxious
king considered him a preceptor capable of imparting to him
instructions.

141. The king approached him and bowed down to him
frequently. Having received him with welcoming words, he
took the Brahmana into the inner apartment.

142-143. The king offcred Madhuparka (mixture of honey,
curds etc.) and adored him duly. When he dispelled the fatigue
due to the journey and attained normal state, with his lotus-
like face beaming with pleasure, he offered him foodstuffs to
eat and did everything needed. The king then asked the Brahmana
who was contented and comfortably sitting:

The king said:

144. Bearing the burden of the administration of the kingdom,
I am afflicted, O excellent Brahmana. Actually, I have no distress
but a slight loss of interest has appeared.

145. What shall T do? Where shall 1 go? How can [ be
happy? O Brahmana, two fortnights have elapsed since I am
worried thus.
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146. With all my enemies having been destroyed completely
unlimited series of pleasures has been enjoyed by me like the
Three-eyed Lord (Siva) in a manifest form.

147. By my own ability, I became identical with Parjanya,
Agni and Anila. The subjects have been protected well like my
own bosom-born children.

148. Brahmanas have been propitiated everyday with money.
While ruling the kingdom I have committed only one offence.

149. All the Devas have been slighted by me due to the
arrogance born of the power of my penance. But I swear by
you that, that too I did only to render help to my subjects and
not for my own sake.

150. Now do become my spiritual preceptor. It is due to
the rise of my good luck that you have come here. I shall
continue to rule the kingdom thus without caring for and
fearing the god of Death.

151. Nowhere in my kingdom is the likelihood of an un-
timely attack by the god of Death nor is there the fear of old
age, sickness and poverty.

152. While I rule no one shall resort to an unrighteous
activity. All the people grow richer in piety. All of them have
a rise in prosperity and happiness.

153-154. All the people engage themselves passionately
in the pursuit of excellent learning; all are experts in travers-
ing the path of good people. Or, what do we get even if the
longevity extends up to the end of a Kalpa? All the objects of
pleasure appear like chewing what is already chewed. O ex-
cellent Brahmana, of what avail is the kingdom which is like
pressing of what is alrcady pressed?

155. O wise one, advise something for the prevention of
further stay in the womb. Or, of what avail are the thoughts
like these for me who have sought refuge in you?

156-157. Undoubtedly I shall do ‘'whatever you say today.
By your mere sight all the desires of others too become ful-
filled. They have almost become so in my case. I know this.
Who have not (i.e. all have) become doomed due to the animosity
of Devas?

158-164. The Tnpuras were heroic and much devoted to
Siva. They were the followers of their own duty. They used to
protect their own subjects. Still they were reduced to ashes
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playfully by letting fall a single arrow, by Hara who constructed
his chariot out of the earth, made Himalaya the bow, who
made Vedas the horses, Vasuki the bow string, Virinci, god
Brahma, the charioteer, Visnu the arrow, thg sun and the
moon as the wheels of the chariot, Pranava as the whip, the
stars and the planets becoming the pegs, the sky as the wooden
fender for protection in the chariot, Sumeru as the flagstaff,
the lofty Kalpa tree as the banner, serpents as the ropes for
binding the Vedas (horses) and the Angas as the bodyguard,
Kalagnirudra being made the arrowhead and the wind the
feathered part.

Bali who was the most excellent one among those who per-
formed Yajias was formerly driven to the nether regions by
Hari who fraudulently disguised himself as a dwarf and took
three steps.

Vrtra who was of good behaviour was killed by Sutraman
(Indra).

165. Bearing in mind the previous enmity of Hari who was
defeated by Dadhici by means of Kusa grass, although he fought
for victory, that leading Brahmana Dadhici was killed by the
Devas for the sake of his bones.

166. The thousand arms of Bana, a devotee of Siva, were
cut off by Hari formerly during a battle. What offence did that
excellent one of good conduct commit?

167. Hence antagonizing the Devas cannot be conducive
to welfare. But since I tread the path of the good, I do not
have the slightest fear from the Devas.

168. Vasava and other Devas have attained Devahood through
Yajrias. But I have superiority over them due to Yajrias, Danas
and Tapas.

169. Let there be superiority or inferiority. Of what im-
portance is this to me now? This meeting with you, has pro-
vided a pleasant pause in the activities of the sense-organs.

170. Now, O great one, who are conversant with the requisite
means that is capable of uprooting Karmas, grant that unto
me, whereby I shall get beatitude.

Skanda said:
171. On hearing the words uttered by the king thus due
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to the entry of Ganesa, Hrsikesa who was in the guise of a
Brahmana said:

S Visnu said:

172. O highly intelligent one, O sinless one, O crest jewel
among kings, well-said, (very) well-said! What should have been
given as advice by me has been well-indicated by you.

173. At the very outset you have already washed off all the
impurities of the sense-organs through the pure waters of excellent
penance and hence have become the best bestower of honour
on me.

174.  What has been said by you, O king, is entirely true,
O highly intelligent one. T know your power as well as disin-
terestedness (in worldly affairs).

175. A king like you has never been before nor will there
ever be. You knew well how to enjoy the kingdom. It is but
proper that you wish to abandon it now.

176. In spite of the opposition from the Devas no offence
has been committed by you. Nor has occurrence of non-righ-
teousness taken place mn your kingdom.

177. What piety has been observed by your subjects under
your guidance and persuasion has made the heaven-dwellers
satisfied.

178. Only one defect in you occurs in my mind, and it is
the fact that Visvesvara bas been made to stay far away from
Kasi by you.

179. This I know is the greatest offence on your part, O
most excellent one among the rulers of the earth. I shall now
tell you the best means of quelling that sin.

180. Fven granting that one has committed as many sins
as there are hairs on the body, all those sins vanish if one
instals a Linga.

181. 1If a single Linga is installed here with due devotion
to Isa, it is as though the entire universe has been established
by him.

182. The counting of the number of jewels in the ocean
is possible by those who are experts in calculation. But the
extent of the merit of the installation of Lingas cannot be

written down.
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183. Hence with all endeavour make a Linga installed. By
that installation of the Linga, you will become blessed and

contented.

184. After saying this, the Brahmana meditated for a short
while with unwavering mind. Thereafter he touched the king
with his hand with his countenance beaming with delight and
said thus:

Snt Visnu said:

185. O king, I see another thing also through my vision
of knowledge. O most excellent one among wise men, listen
to that too with adequate attention.

186. You are blessed. You have fulfilled your task. You are
worthy of being honoured even by great men. Your very name
should be uttered in morning by one who wishes to attain
auspicious benefit.

187. O Divodasa, thanks to your presence and proximity.
We are highly blessed. Among mortal beings those who utter
your name are also blessed.

188. The Brahmana continued to say smilingly, shaking
his head repeatedly, highly delighted in his heart with joyous

horripilation.
189. “Oh! The purity of this one (is excellent)! Oh! The

rise of the fortune of this one (is praiseworthy) since one
should meditate on him always! Visvesvara should be medi-

tated upon by all.

190. Oh! The resulting fate of this (king) cannot be ob-
tained by anyone (else)! What is far away from even us is not
far away from him.”

191. After considering thus within his heart, the Brahmana
extolled the king and disclosed everything that he saw during
his meditation.

The Brahmana said:

192. O king, the tree of your cherished desire has borne
fruit today. You will be attaining the greatest position with this
very body.

193. Visvesvara does not have any consideration in his heart
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for people like us nor for a Brahmana whose eyes are directed
towards his feet in the same manner as he has for you in his
heart.

194. Since you have installed a Linga, a divine aerial chariot
of Sarhbhu will be coming on the seventh day from today to
take you away.

195. O king, you know what that merit is, whereof this is
the result. I too know that it is due to your service to the city
of Varanasi.

196. O excellent one among kings, even if one takes care
of a single resident of Varanasi, one will have this same benefit
at the time of the death of his body.

197. On hearing this, the valorous, saintly king Divodasa
who was delighted, granted to the Brahmana and his disciples
what they desired.

198. After repeatedly bowing down to the propitiated
Brahmana, the joyous king said, “I have been redeemed from
the ocean of worldly existence.”

199. The Brahmana too was delighted in his heart with his
desires fulfilled. He took leave of the king and went to the
place of his choice.

200-202. Hari who was in the guise of a sham Brihmana
pondered over this frequently: ‘What is that spot highly sa-
cred, which I can occupy and take all my devotees to the
highest abode with the great blessings of Visvesar?’ After seeing
the Hrada (whirlpool) Pancanada he decided thus, took his
holy dip there duly, and stationed himself there.

203. Expecting an early personal contact with the Three-
eyed Lord, the Lord of Laksmi sent Tarksya to convey the
news about the king.

204-208. The eminent king Divodasa extolled the leader of
Brahmanas and summoned all the subjects, the vassal kings along
with their ministers, the keeper of the treasury, cavalry, elephant
army etc., the eldest son Samararijaya and five hundred other
sons, the priest, the Rtviks, the Brahmanas, the watchmen, the
princes of vassal kingdoms, the cooks, the physicians, many foreigners
who had arrived on various missions, the crowned queen along
with the other members of the Inner Apartment, the elders, the
cowherds, and the children, with great delight. He joined his
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arms in deference and said to them what the Brahmana had told
regarding the seven-day limit.

209-210. Even as they were listening to the miracle with sad
faces, the king himself took Prince Smaranjaya to the royal
palace (outside Kasi). The king of keen intellect and merito-
rious soul crowned his son and granted favours to the citizens
and dwellers of the surrounding districts. He then went back
to Kasi.

211.  After returning to Kasi that highly intelligent king
who had conquered his enemies got a palace built on the
western bank of the celestial river.

212. That king built a shrine of Siva spending the whole
of the amount he had won by defeating the enemies in battle.

213. Since the wealth and ftortune of the kings had been
entirely utilized there, that auspicious part of the land became
well-known as Bhupalasri

214. The king, the conqueror of enemies, nstalled the
Linga Divodasesvara and considered himself blessed for hav-
ing fulfilled his tasks.

215-218. On a certain day the king worshipped that Linga
duly, bowed down to it and culogized the Linga that accorded
hun satisfaction. By that time a divine aerial chariot came
down quickly from the sky with the attendants sprawled about
in it all-round. They had tndents and Khatvangas (skull-topped
clubs) in theimr hands. Their splendour surpassed the dazzling
radiance of the Sun and fire. They had eyes in their foreheads
and had matted hairs. Thewr limbs shiming like pure crystals
itlluminated the sky. Their physical forms had venerable ap-
pearance due to the jewels on the hoods of the serpents which
constituted their ornaments. Their necks appeared to be resorted
to (i.e. had blue tinge) by the darkness ternfied by the per-
petual brilliance.

219-222. The aerial chariot was surrounded by hundreds of
Rudrakanyas with the fingers of their hands busily engaged in
moving chowries.

Thereafter the king was embellished by the attendants in
a joyous mood, with divine garlands, unguents and silk robes.
His excellent forehead became three-eyed. His throat became
blue. All his limbs were rendered white. His hairs became
matted. His body had four arms and was adorned with ser-
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pents. A crescent-shaped moon adorned his head. The atten-
dants then took the king to heaven.

223-224. Ever since then, that holy Tirtha became renowned
as Bhapalasri. The devotees should perform Sraddha etc. there.
They shall make monetary gifts in accordance with their ca-
pacity. They should visit Divodasesvara and worship him de-
voutly. They shall then listen to the narrative about the king.
No such devotee shall ever be reborn in a womb.

225. A man who reads and teaches or causes to read this
sacred narrative of King Divodasa becomes liberated from sins.

226. If anyone enters a battlefield after listening to the
auspicious account of Divodasa, he need not have any fear
from the enemies.

227. The meritorious story of Divodasa destroys great
calamities. It should be read assiduously for the suppression
of all obstacles.

228. Where the story of Divodasa that destroys all sins is
read, there is neither drought nor fear from premature death.

229. By reading this narrative, all desires will become ful-
filled like those of Visnu who carried out what Sambhu had
thought of.

CHAPTER FIFTYNINE
Pancanada' Comes into Being

Agastya said-

1-3.0 Six-fgced Lord, O delighter of the heart of Sarvajia
(Omniscient Siva), whose hairs have been kissed by Gauri, O

1. Pancanada 1s Pancaganga, one of the five sacied-most Tirthas on Ganga.
Before Ganga was brought there by Bhagiratha there were two streams (rivu-
lets)—Dhiitapapa and Kirani, joining the pool called Dharmanada. At Prayaga
Ganga was joined by Yamuna and Sarasvati. These threc rivers coming from
Prayaga, assimilated the local two rivulets Dhutapapa and Kirana. The confluence
of the five rivers at this place became known as Paficaganga Tirtha and the
fine Ghata here 1s known Pafnicaganga Ghata. (BCL., p. 237)

Today, to the north of the bathing Ghat is a trickle of water called Dhitapapa.
To the south (of what is called Laksmana Bal Ghat), there 1s a rectangular
Kunda opening towards Ganga and it is called the “river” Kirana. In fact these
Puranic ‘rivers’ are symbolically represented today.

The present chapter describes how this spot became “Paficanada” (Paricagarga).
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slayer of Tiraka, O storehouse of all knowledge, obeisance to
you, the son of Sarvajna, the cause of welfare and the re-
deemer. Obeisance to the noble-souled Kumara who conquered
Mara completely in every respect. I offer obeisance to you
who, after perceiving Kamari (enemy of Kama, Siva), Ardhanarisa
(the Lord half of whom is female) as brought about by Kama
(Love) conquered Mara though yet a Kumara (a person of
tender age)

4. O Lord Skanda, it has been mentioned by you that Hari
with a sham physical form of a Brahmana, occupied the ex-
tremely holy Tirthas (called) Pancanada at Kasi.

h. Kasi is the most sacred Tirtha among all the regions of
Bhu, Bhuvah and Svah (the three worlds). Even therein the
extremely sacred Tirtha called Pancanada came to be known
by Hari.

6. Whence, O Six-faced One, is the name Pafnicanada (was
given) unto that Tirtha? How did it become the holiest of all
Tirthas?

7-8. Lord Visnu is the immanent soul, the Lord of the
universe, the protector, the creator and the playful destroyer
of all the worlds. How did he happen to have a form though
he is formless? How did he, the unmanifest one, become manifest?
How did he, one without shape, happen to be one with shape?
How did he who is transcendent, happen to be immanent in
the world?

9-11. He who has no birth, took many births; he who is
nameless, took many distinct names; he who has no support,
is the supporter of everything; he who is devoid of attributes,
became the basis of attributes; he who has no sense-organs,
became the Lord of sense-organs; he who has no legs, has
become the traverser of all places. How did the omnipresent
Janardana withdraw his form and station himself at Paficanada,
the most excellent Tirtha, in the form of being the soul of all?

O Six-faced Lord, narrate this as it has been heard by you
from the Five-faced Lord.

Skanda said:

12. After bowing down to Mahesvara, I shall tell this story
that subdues all sins and brings about all welfare.
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13. I shall tell how the Tirtha called Paiicanada at Kasi
became well-known. Merely by repeating its name, sin gets
shredded into a thousand bits.

14.  Prayaga is the Lord of all Tirthas. It forcibly draws
out the sins of sinners through its own power.

15-17. It is by the power of Prayaga that all the Tirthas
remove the sins of sinners. In the month of Magha when the
Sun is in the Zodiac of Capricorn they come into contact with
the king of Tirthas (i.e. Prayaga) every year and get rid of
their impurities. Prayaga, the Lord of all Tirthas, gets rid of
all the impurities dumped into it by all the other Tirthas and
also the great sins of great sinners, thanks to the power of
Panicanada. Throughout the year the Tirtha Nayaka (‘Lord of
the Tirthas’ i.e. Prayaga) gathers together masses of sins. In
the month of Karttika, by a single dip into Pancanada, all
those sins are dispelled.

18. I shall mention how Pancanada originated. O blessed
son of Mitra and Varuna, listen.
19.  Formerly there was a sage of great penance named

Vedasiras, born in the tamily of Bhrgu. It was as though he
was another embodied form of the Vedas.

20. While that sage was performing the penance, Suci,
the most excellent one of the celestial damsels, endowed with
beauty and well-shaped limbs came into his view.

21.  Merely at her sight the mind of the sage became
extremely agitated. He had an emission of semen immedi-
ately. The excellent celestial damsel became frightened.

22, She bowed down to him from a distance. Suci’s limbs
shook excessively due to her fear of the curse of the sage. She
spoke to him:

23-24. “O storehouse of extremely rigorous penance, I have
not committed even the least offence. (If so) I should be
excused. O receptacle of forgiveness and forbearance, ascetics
are personified forgiveness. The minds of sages are generally
softer than even a lotus. O extremely good one, in their own

form, women are hard-hearted.” )
25. On hearing these words of that celestial damsel Suci,

the sage curbed the flow of the great current of anger by

means of the dam of discrimination. )
26. Pleased within himself he said: “O Suci, you are in-
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deed Suci (pure). In this matter there is no fault on my part
nor on yours, O fair lady.

27. ‘Young maidens are of the form of fire and men are
like butter’, so say those who are less informed. If we ponder
there is a great difference.

28.  Even butter melts only on coming into contact with
fire, but it is wonderful that man melts even from a distance,
merely when the name of a woman is mentioned.

29.  Hence, O Suci of pure mind, you need not be afraid,
Since you came unexpectedly, I had the emission of semen.
30. If a sage is free from lust there is no harm in this

emission of semen as much as there would be from a {it of
anger which is inimical as well as blinding within a2 moment.

31, The power of penance accumulated with very great
difficulty becomes reduced due to anger, like the lustre of the
sun and the moon when covered with a patch of cloud.

32. How can wealth and human aspiration flourish, should
there be anger, the cause of ruin and disaster? How can good
people prosper if wicked people gain the upper hand?

33. When anger grips the mind, how can love stir out?
When Rahu completely eclipses the Moon, how can there be
the moonlight?

34. When the forest-fire of anger blazes, how can the
tree of peace stand safe and sound? Has the safety and sound-
ness of a baby elephant been seen anywhere by anyone when
a hon is nearby?

35. Hence anger which is antagonistic to and destructive
of the four aims of life should be eschewed by a sensible man.

36. Now, O fair lady Suci, listen, what should be done by
you. Our semen never goes waste. Hence accept 1t (within
you).

37. Should this semen that got emitted at your sight be
taken care of by you, an extremely pure jewel of a female child
will be born of you,”

38. On being addressed thus by the sage, that celestial
lady was reborn as it were. “This is your great favour”, saying
so she swallowed the semen of the sage.

39.  In due course of time the celestial lady gave birth to
a jewel of a female child that was the storehouse of loveliness,
delighting much the eyes of onlookers.
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40.  Leaving her in the hermitage of Sage Vedasiras, Suci,
the most excellent one among the celestial damsels, went
somewhere as she pleased.

4]. By means of the milk of a doe in his own hermitage,
Vedasiras affectionately brought up that doe-eyed girl.
42.  The sage gave her a meaningful name Dhutapapa (‘One

who has shaken off sins’) by merely uttering which all the
clusters of sins quake (through fear).

43.  She had all the characteristic features of brilliance.
She was beautiful in every limb. The sage did not keep her
away from his lap even for a moment.

44.  Looking at her growing steadily day by day, he was
extremely glad like that Ocean of Milk looking at the beautiful
digit of the moon at night.

45. On observing that she reached the age of eight, the
great sage thought within himselt: ‘To whom is she to be
given?’ and so asked her directly:

Vedasiras sauid:

46. O my blessed daughter, O Dhutapapa of splendid
cyes, to which bridegroom shall I give you? You yourself tell
about that bridegroom.

47. On hearing this utterance of her father whose mind
was drenched with excessive affection, that girl Dhutapapa
said with her face lowered:

Dhutapapa saud:

48.  Dear father, if you consider that I should be given
away to a handsome bridegroom, then give me unto that person
of whom I am telling you now.

49.  He should appeal to you too, dear father. May you
be pleased to listen attentively?

He should be the holiest of all. He should be one devoutly

bowed to by all.
50). He should be one whom all love, from whom all

happiness originates, who never perishes and who continues

to be ever present.
51. He must be one who certainly guards from the rise

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



82 Skanda Purana

of great calamities here in this world as well as hereafter, by
whom all cherished desires get fulfilled.

52. He must be one in whose presence conjugal bliss
shall increase day by day and by continuously carrying out
whose service, there should be nothing to fear.

53. He should be one on mentioning whose name, no
one can harass and with whom as support, the fourteen worlds
stand steady.

54.  For your welfare as well as that of mine, dear father,
give me unto that Vare (excellent one, bridegroom) who possesses
these and other good qualities and whose activities are excel-

lent.

55-57a.  On hearing this, her father experienced great joy:
“I am blessed. My ancestors are blessed in whose family there
is a daughter like her. Certainly this girl whose intellect is thus
inclined is verily (as her name indicates) Dhutapapa (‘one
whose sins arc shaken off’). Who can he be here who is really
endowed with qualities like these. Or, how can he be obtained
without the appearance of the fruit of great merits?”

57b-58. Then the eminent sage concentrated his mind for
a while and visualized by his spiritual knowledge, a bridegroom
with such good qualities. Then he spoke to the blessed girl:

The Father said:

59. Listen, O wise girl! Verily there certainly exists a bride-
groom, the receptacle of the good qualities as enumerated by
you.

60. He who is extremely handsome in his features, cannot
be easily obtained. He should be purchased (won over) by
means of penance as the price in a market in the form of some
excellent Tirtha.

61. O (my) daughter, he cannot be easily obtained through
a lot of wealth, or through nobility of birth, or by the study
and practice of the Vedas and Scriptures or through the power
of prosperity.

62. Neither by the beauty of physical form can he be ob-
tained, nor by intellect and never by valour. The only means
(to obtain him) is the purity of the mind through subduing
the sense-organs.
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63.  That befitting husband of great intellect is to be ob-
tained with the help of great austerity together with Dama
(controlling the sense-organs). Dana (gifts) and Daya (com-
passion).

64. On hearing these words that girl bowed down to her
father. Having decided to perform penance, she requested her
father for the requisite permission.

Skanda said:

65. On being permitted by her father, she performed a
great penance in the extremely sacred spot (of Avimukta)—
a pcnance not easily performed even by ascetics.

66. (What a great contrast!) Where is that girl of exquis-
itely soft limbs? Where is such an uncommon penance of that
sort which can be performed only with a sturdy physical frame?
Wonderful is the fortitude of persons of excellent mental set-
up!

67. In rainy season when there was continuous down-
pour together with violent gusts of wind, she spent many nights
on large slabs of stone.

68. She did not tremble even slightly when she heard the
terrible thundering sound, nor when she saw the dazzling
streaks of lightning and when she got dienched in torrential
downpour.

69. During dark nights there were frequent flashes of
lightning in the penance grove. It appeared as though it passed
to and fro inspecting her practice of penance.

70.  Verily the season of summer itself had come down to
the penance grove under the guise of that girl and started
performing penance with five fires all-round.

71.  Though scorched by the five fires the girl never felt
thirsty for water, nor did she drink even a drop from the tip
of a Kusa.

72.  She appeared to be wearing a shawl in the form of
horripilation; her very skin trembled; she was lean and ema-
ciated through the penance. Thus she spent the early wintry
nights.

73. In late winter during the nights she resorted to the
lakes, when she was thought by the Sarasa birds there as though
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a new lotus-plant had sprung up.
74.  Even the minds of ascetics become passionate during

spring but the passion of her mind and the reddish tinge of
her lips were taken over by the sprouts of mango trees.

75.  During her stay in the forest in spring season, that
girl kept her mind steadily engaged in penance though she
heard the Kakali sound of the cuckoos.

76. In autumn she became engaged 1n the penance, after
depositing as it were the lustre of her lips in the Bandhujiva
(China rose) and the charming gaits in the swan.

77.  The ascetic girl Dhutapapa who had eschewed all
contacts with pleasures resorted to the practice of Bhogins
(‘those who enjoy’, serpents) (i.e. the only intake was air) in

order to prevent the rise of hunger.

78.  Just as a jewel when whetted on a whetting stone
attains greater lustre, so also her body, though lean on account
of the penance, shone all the more.

79.  On secing her in continuous penance with purity of
mind, Brahma approached her and said: "O girl of excellent
intellect, I am pleased. Choose a boon.”

80. On seeing the Four-faced Lord seated on his vehicle,
the swan, she became delighted. Bowing down with palms joined
in deference, she spoke to the Grand Patriarch:

Dhutapapa said
81. O Grandfather, O bestower of boons, if a boon is to
be granted to me, make me the purest of all pure ones.

82.  On hearing of her desire, the Creator was excessively
delighted and contented in his mind. He spoke in reply to that
pure girl seeking purity:

Brahma said:

83. O Dhutapapa, by my boon, do become the most sa-
cred and purest without parallel of all the pure things here

all-round.
84. O girl, there are three and a half crores of pure

Tirthas in heaven, on the earth and in the atmosphere. They
are capable of purifying more and more.
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85. At my behest may all those Tirthas reside in your
body in every pore of hair. Be the most sanctifying of all.

86. After saying this, Brahma vanished. That girl Dhutapapa
whose sins had become dispelled went to the hut of Vedasiras,

her father.
87. Once Dharma who had been attracted by her power of

penance, saw her sporting about in the courtyard of the hut.
He requested the girl:

Dharma said-

88. O fair lady of splendid countenance, O slender-bellied
one of huge buttocks and large eyes, I have been bought as
it were by thy richly beautiful form; grant me the pleasure of

secret intercourse.
89. O fair-eyed One, thanks to thee, the Lord of Love harasses

me excessively.

Thus she was often requested in secret by that (Dharma)
whose name she did not know.

She said-

90. My father should be the giver. O wretch of wicked intention,
request him because a girl should be given in marriage by her
father. This is the injunction of the eternal Sruti.

91. After hearing these words, Dharina continued his im-
portunity to that girl of forbearance, he himself having lost
it due to the gravity of what was destined to happen.

Dharma said:

92. O beautiful girl of great fortune, I do not (wish to)
request your father. Carry out my desire through the Gandharva

form of marriage.

93. On hearing these importunate words, that girl wished
to pay regard due to her ftather because of her being a daugh-
ter. She therefore, spoke to the Brahmana thus:
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94. “O dull-witted one, do not speak thus again. Go.away
from here.” Though admonished thus by the girl, he did not
remain quiet because he was utterly afflicted by god of Love.

95. Then the girl cursed him, having become powerful
due to her penance: “Since you are utterly insensible, become
a river, a receptacle of water.”

96.  Cursed thus by her he too became angry and cursed
her thus: “O wicked-minded one of hard heart, become a

rock.”

Skanda said:

97. Thus on account of their mutual curse, O sage, Dharma
became a river in the great Tirtha named Avimukta. It became
well-known as the great Dharmanada.

98.  Very much frightened, she told her father the reason
of her becoming a rock. By means of his meditation, the sage
understood that it was Dharma and said to his daughter:

99. “Do not be afraid, dear daughter. I shall do unto you
everything that will end in an auspicious result. His curse cannot
become otherwise. Become a lunar stone.

100. When the moon rises you will become melted, dear
daughter, and be a river, dear chaste one, well-reputed as
Dhutapapa.

101. O girl, that Dharmanada is your splendid husband.
He possesses all those good qualities as expressed by you.

102. O wise one, listen to one thing more. By the power
of my penance there shall be two forms of both of you, the
original and the liquidized.”

103. O scorcher of enemies, thus the father consoled the
daughter. The wise sage blessed her duly when she became a
lunar stone.

104. Ever since then, O sage the Hrada (still Pond) be-
came famous as Dharmanada in Kasi. In the liquid form Dharma
is the destroyer of great sins.

105. That splendid river Dhutapapa consists of all Tirthas.
It shall remove masses of great sins as though they are trees

growing on its banks.
106. Before the advent of the celestial river Bradhna (the

Sun-god) performed a penance in that Tirtha called Dharmanada
along with Dhutapapa.
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107. The Ray-garlanded Lord (the Sun-god) meditated on
Mangala Gauri in the presence of Gabhastisvara (Siva) and
performed his fierce penance.

108. While he was performing the penance in the name
of Mayukhaditya, great sweat issued forth from his rays due
to the strain involved.

109. The continuous perspiration that issued forth from
the rays, became a holy river named Kirana.

110 In conjunction with Dhutapapa, the river named Kirana
shall destroy the darkness of the mass of great sins merely
through the holy bath therein.

111. At the outset, the holy Dharmanada joined Dhutapapa
whereby all sins were destroyed because it consisted of all
Tirthas.

112, Kirana augmented by the Sun joined with her. Merely
by remembering the name of Kirana great delusion becomes
destroyed

113, Kirana and Dhutapapa fall into the auspicious
Dharmanada. These two rivers in Varanasi with their holy waters
destroy all sins.

114. Thereafter Bhagirathi arrived there along with
Bhagiratha, son of Dilipa. Yamuna and Sarasvati came there
like Bhagirathi.

115, Five rivers are glorified here: Kirana, Dhutapapa, Sarasvati
of holy waters, Ganga and Yamuna.

116. Hence the Tirtha became renowned in all the three
worlds by the name Pafnicanada. A man who takes his holy dip
therein does not take up a physical form consisting of the five
elements.

117. In this confluence of five rivers that destroys masses
of sins, one should take one’s ablution whereby one passes off
splitting the pavilion of the cosmos.

118. There are many Tirthas here in Kasi at every step,
but they are not on a par even with a ten-millionth part of
Pancanada Tirtha.

119. By taking the holy dip on a single day in Pancanada
at Kasi that benefit one certainly gains which one gains by
taking sedulous bath in Prayaga for the whole of the month

of Magha.
120. After bathing in Pancanada Tirtha and offering liba-
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tions to the forefathers, a devotee should worship Bindumadhava.
He will not be reborn.

121. The contentment of the forefathers shall be for as
many years as there are gingelly seeds in the ‘libation to the
forefathers in the holy Tirtha of Pancanada.

122. If Sraddha is offered with great faith in the splendid
Tirtha of Pancanada, the forefathers shall become liberated,
though they might have taken birth in different species of
creatures.

123. On observing the greatness of Pafiicanada in respect
to the injunctions regarding Sraddha this Gatha (folk rhyme)
is being sung by the groups of ancestors in the world of Yama.

124. “Will someone belonging to our family come to
Pancanada at Kasi and perform Sraddha whereby we shall get
liberated?”

125. This Gatha pertaining to Panicanada at Kasi is being
sung everyday in front of Sraddhadeva (god of Death) by the
forefathers.

126. If even the least of money is given away there in the
Paficanada Tirtha there shall be no reduction to that Punya
(merit) even if the Kalpa comes to a close.

127. Even a barren woman shall certainly give birth to a
son after taking a holy bath in the Paficanada Hrada for a year
and worshipping Mangala Gaurl.

128. If the deity of one’s own choice be bathed with the
holy waters of Pancanada filtered with a cloth, the devotee
shall attain great benefit.

129. A drop of water of Pancanada when weighed against
hundred and eight potfuls of Amrta has excelled (those pitch-
ers of Nectar).

130. By taking in a drop of Paincanada water with faith,
one gets as much purity as is cited as the benefit of taking in
Pancakurca (Pancagavya).

131. By taking the holy bath in the waters of Pancanada
one gets hundred times the benefit that one gets after Avabhrtha
(valedictory) baths after Rajastiya and Asvamedha.

132. Raéjasuiya and Asvamedha may very well be the means
of achieving heaven; but the holy bath in Pafcanada is con-
ducive to salvation for two Ghatikas of Brahma.

133. Coronation in the heavenly kingdom is not as much
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worthy of honour to good people as the holy dip in Paricanada
which accords immense pleasure.

134. Better to go to Varanasi and be a servant to those
who sprinkle themselves with the waters of Paricanada than be
a king elsewhere with million kings as servants.

135. Those who do not take their holy dips in Pafcanada
in the month of Karttika that removes all sins, continue to stay
in a mother’s womb even today. They are doomed to be in
the womb again.

136. In Krtayuga the Tirtha is named Dharmanada; in Treta
it 1s Dhutapapaka; in Dvapara it is Bindu Tirtha and it is
remembered as Paficanada in Kali age.

137. What is obtained as benefit in Krtayuga after per-
forming penance for a hundred years is obtained as benefit
by a single bath in Pancanada in the month of Karttika.

138. By performing holy ablution in Dharmanada in the
month of Karttika, one shall get the same benefit as is obtained
elsewhere by performing holy rites such as Istapurtas for the
whole life.

139. There is no Tirtha anywhere on the earth like Dhutapapa
where a single holy dip destroys sins accumulated in the course
of three births.

140. By gifting gold to the extent of a Krsnala (a Raktika)
in Bindu Tirtha a man is never kept in want of gold. He will
never be poor.

141. At Bindu Tirtha any of these things can be gifted: a
cow, a plot of land, gingelly seeds, gold, a horse, clothes,
cooked food, garland or ornaments. Thereby one gets those
things perennially.

142. By offering a single Ahuti in a well-kindled fire in
accordance with the injunctions at the holy Tirtha called
Dharmanada, one obtains the benefit of ten million Homas.

143. No one is capable of extolling adequately the infinite
greatness of Pancanada Tirtha which is the splendid abode of

all the four aims of life.
144. By listening to this meritorious narrative and making

others listen devoutly, one becomes purified in the soul of all
sins and is honoured in the world of Visnu.
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CHAPTER SIXTY
Manifestation of Bindumadhava'

Skanda said:

1. The origin of Pancanada has been narrated, O Son of
Mitra and Varuna. Now I shall narrate the great story of the
manifestation of Madhava.

2. On hearing it with faith, an intelligent man shall be-
come liberated instantaneously from sins. He will not be separated
from wealth and glory. He will be united with virtue.

3-5.  Upendra took leave of the Moon-crested Lord and
reached the city of Varanasi riding on his vehicle Garuda. He
completed the journey i a moment after starting from the
mountain Mandara. By means of his Maya, he evicted King
Divodasa. Therecafter he stationed himself in the Padodaka
Tirtha by the name and form of Kesava. He thought of the
greatness of Kasi. On seeing the Tirtha of Pancanada he became
extremely delighted.

6. The delighted lotus-eyed Lord said: “The good qualities
of Vaikuntha cannot be fully reckoned. Still they have been
ignored by me.

7. The number of spotless qualities as are conspicuously
present in the whirlpool of Pancanada in Kasi are not present
in the Ocean of Milk.

8. Even in Svetadvipa where is that big collection of good
qualities like what is present in the Tirtha named Dhutapapa?
It is extremely holy and sacred.

9. The contact with Kaumodaki is not so much conducive
to my joy as is the touch of the holy waters of Dhutapapa in
every respect.

10. Even when the Daughter of the Milky Ocean (Laksmi)
touches my limbs, I do not get that much pleasure as I get

1. Bindu Madhava temple was built at the top of Paficaganga Ghata Its
glory is described by Tulasidasa (16th cent.). The European traveller Tavernier
(17th cent.) notes this ‘great Pagoda’ as most impressive. But the temple was
destroyed by the orders of Aurangzeb and a mosque was built there. Today
the temple called Bindu Madhava is located in an inconspicuous building in
the shadow of the big mosque of Aurangzeb. (BCL 206-207)
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here when touched by Dhutapapa.”

11-13.  He had already sent Tarksya (Garuda) to the pres-
ence of the Three-eyed Lord to intimate the events of Anadakinana;
and he described the good qualities of King Divodasa and the
merit arising from Pancanada. Thereafter the Consort of the
Daughter of the Ocean of Milk (Visnu) became highly pleased
when he was comfortably seated there thus.

Vistarasrava (Visnu) of keen vision saw a sage engaged in
penance. His limbs were not well-nourished (i.e. emaciated).

14-22.  That sage Agnibindu of great austerities approached
the lotus-eyed Acyuta. He joyously bowed down to him placing
his head on the ground. He could espy the Lord (lit. make
him the guest of his eyes) whose form and size neither the
Vedas nor the Upanisads nor the Devas beginning with Brahma
could understand. The Upanisads could not describe him. The
Lord was like this.

He was adorned with sylvan flower garlands. He was seated
close to Kamala (Goddess Laksmi). He had the conch, lotus,
mace and discus hanging from his four hands. His chest shone
with the jewel Kaustubha. He was clad in yellow robes. His
complexion had the lustre of a blue lotus. His form was sweet
and shining. A lotus gracefully came out of his deep naval. His
lips were excessively reddish in tinge. His teeth resembled the
seeds of a pomegranate. His crown brightened the atmosphere.
His feet were adored by the Lord of Devas. He was culogized
by Sanaka and others. His glory and greatness was sung about
by Narada and other divine sages. His mind was extremely
delighted by Prahlada and other devotees ot the Lord. He had
chastised all the Dianavas. He held the bow called Sarnga. He
was the slayer of Madhu and Kaitabha. He was the indicator
of the death of Kamsa. By the devotion of devotees the very
Kaivalya, the invisible and formless supreme Brahman, had
become manifested in human form in him.

23-24. His (Agnibindu’s) palms joined in reverence were
kept close to his head and he prayed with great devotion.
There, very near Paficanada frequently resorted to by Markandeya
and others, that sage Agnibindu eulogized Acyuta who caused
Bali’s downfall. Delighted in mind he prayed to Govinda who
had occupied a large rocky slab.
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Agnibindu said:
(Agnibindu’s Prayer)

25  Om, obeisance to you who accord external and internal
purity, O lotus-eyed one. You are the thousand-headed, thousand-
eyed and thousand-footed Purusa.

26. With an unfettered intellect, I bow down to the pair
of your feet that dispel all Dvandvas (the three types of distresses
inimical to human life), O Visnu who are saluted by Jisnu
(Indra) and other Suras.

27.  Who is competent to eulogize him wherefor even the
words of Vacaspati (Preceptor of Devas) do not get a chance?
(But) devotion is all-powerful here (Hence I do pray).

28.  (You are) that Supreme Lord and Master, who is beyond
the ken of mind and words. How can he who is beyond words
be adequately prayed to by people of paltry intellect like me?

29. Who can be powerful enough to eulogize him who is
beyond mind and words, the Lord whom words cannot pene-
trate and whom mind cannot worship with comprehension.

30. By whom is the supreme excellence of that Lord
understood, whose breath is the collection of the Vedas along
with the six Angas (ancillaries) recited in Pada and Krama
Pathas.

31.  Sanaka and others possess minds, intellects and senses
without the least lethargy and they meditate upon him. Yet
they do not get him exactly in the Hrdakasa (ethereal space
of the heart).

32. His acts are being sung about by Narada and other
excellent sages who observe celibacy from childhood. Yet he
is not perfectly understood.

33. O Lord who are identical with the miobile and immobile
beings due to Maya but are really different from them, none
understands you. You are subtle in form, unborn, immutable,
single, the primordial one, imperceptible to Brahma and others,
invincible, of infinite powers, perpetual, free from ailments,
unembodied and of imponderable form.

34-35. Everyone of your names, O Murari, shall dispel the
sins of sinners accumulated in the course of many births and
likely to bring in great prosperity. These names shall accord
the honoured benefit of great Yajfias, when uttered repeat-
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edly—the names Mukunda, Madhusiidana, Madhava, Narayana,
Narakarnavatarana, Damodara, Madhuhi, Caturbhuja,
Visvambhara, Virajas and Janardana. Where is the fear from
the god of Death unto those who repeat the names? They will
not be reborn.

36. O Lord Trivikrama whose form is clothed in silk cloth
that shines splendidly like the lightning streak, those who always
meditate upon you in their hearts, you, the lotus-eyed one
having the sparkling splendour of the cluster of clouds, came
into contact with your splendour of imponderable form.

37. O Hari having a curl of hair named Srivatsa on your
breast, O Acyuta, O slayer of Kaitabha, O Govinda having
Garuda as your vehicle, O Kesava having the discus in your
hand, O consort of Laksmi, O slayer of Danujas (demons)
having the Sarnga bow in your hand, there is no fear for a
man endowed with devotion unto you.

38. With the garlands of the flowers of the celestial tree
Mandara, the entire hosts of Devas assiduously adore those
persons of character and conduct free from impurities, by
whom, O Lord, you have been worshipped with Tulasi flowers
having divine fragrance that dispels the fragrance of musk.

39. FEven the status of kings is not difficult to obtain for
those people, O lotus-eyed one with no form in reality, in
whose speech rests your name that bestows all cherished desires,
in whose ears reverberate the sweet words of your stories and
in the wall of whose minds is indelibly engraved your form.

40. The Vrndarakas (Devas), the chiefs among whom are
Yama, Indra and Kubera, always venerate in heaven those who
adore you always, O Sripati who rest on the couch of the
serpent Sesa and are efficient in granting a series of pleasures
of heaven and salvation.

4]1. O Lord with the lotus shining in the hand, groups
of Siddhas, Devas and celestial damsels eulogize in heaven
those people who always eulogize you. O Lord, O bestower of
all supernatural powers, who have eyes as large as a lotus,
excepting you who grants the charming glory of ultimate
salvation?

42. O Lord who adopt physical forms sportingly, O Lord
the pair of whose feet are bowed to by Brahma, you destroy,
you protect and you create all as your sporting activities in-
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stantaneously. O supreme one, you alone are the entire uni-
verse; you alone are the Lord of the universe; you are the seed

of the universe. Hence I always bow unto you.*

43. O foe of the Lord of Danujas (Demons), you are the
eulogizer, you are the eulogy and you alone are the object
worthy of being eulogized. I do not think that anything is
different from you, O Visnu. O Lord inimical to the mundane
existence, dispel my eagerness (thirst) for worldly existence.

44.  After eulogizing Hrsikesa thus, Agnibindu of great
austerities remained silent. Then Visnu, the bestower of boons,

spoke to the sage:

Sri Visnu said:
45. O highly intelligent Agnibindu, O storehouse of great

austerities, I am highly pleased. Choose your boon. There is
nothing which cannot be given to you.

Agnibindu sad:

46. If you are pleased, O Lord, O Lord of Vaikuntha, O
Lord of the universe, O consort of Laksmi, grant me what I
am requesting for.

47. Being permitted by Hari with a gesture of his eye-
brows that sage became highly delighted. After bowing down
he chose the boon from Kesava.

48. “For the sake of the welfare of all creatures, particularly
of those who are desirous of liberation, stay here in the whirlpool
of Pancanada, O Lord, although you are omnipresent.

49.  This boon should be unhesitatingly granted to me by
the Lord of Laksmi, so also (grant me) devotion unto your
lotus-like feet. I do not desire any other boon.”

50. On hearing thus about the boon of Agnibindu, the

Slayer of Madhu became pleased. For the sake of helping
others, the Consort of the Daughter of the Ocean (i.e. of

Laksmi) said, “So be it.”

Srt Visnu said:

51.  Certainly I shall stay here, directing the path of salva-

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



1V.ii.60.52-65 95

tion unto persons having devotion to Kasi, O Agnibindu who
are the most excellent one among sages.

52. O sage, I am highly delighted. Mention a boon fur-
ther I shall grant you. You are already a great devotee of mine.
May your devotion to me be firmer.

53. O storehouse of austerities, even at the outset 1 have
been desirous of staying here. Then it has been requested for
by you. I shall stay here forever.

54. If anyone has any sense, who is dull-headed enough
to leave Kasi after reaching 1t? After acquiring a ruby of in-
estimable value who will desire a piece of glass abandoning
that (ruby)?

55.  With a very little effort, merely by casting off the
body here, the body that has to go in any case, one gets
salvation. Where else can one have it thus?

56. Why won’t a sensible man take up the immortal divine
physical form by exchanging the earthly body already worn
out by old age?

57.  Neither by austerities, nor by monetary gifts nor through
Yajias in which much is given away as gilts, is salvation ob-
tained in the manner it is obtained at Kasi through giving up
the body.

h8. Even those who practise Yogic exercises, even the
Yogins of well-restrained minds are not liberated in a single
birth. But people are liberated through the loss of the body
(i.e. death) in Kasi.

59.  The fact that the body courts death in Kasi is itself
a great Dana; it is the great austerity, and it is the most ex-
cellent Vrata.

60. He who does not leave Kasi after reaching Kasi alone
is the most sensible scholar in the world; he alone is merito-
rious and blessed.

61. O sage, I shall stay here as long as Kasi exists. Being
propped up on the tip of the trident of Siva, even at the time
of Pralaya (final annihilation) it has no destruction.

62-65. On hearing these words of Visnu, the great sage
Agnibindu said with hairs standing up due to delight: “I shall
choose another boon. O Consort of Laksmi, stay here in the
auspicious Tirtha of Paficanada adopting my name and grant
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salvation to devotees as well as to non-devotees. Grant salva-
tion unto those people also who take their holy ablution here
in Pancanada but go to other lands and die thege. Although
she (Laksmi) has the twin forms of being steady and unsteady,
let not Sri forsake those men who adore you after taking the
holy bath in Pancanada.”

Srt Visnu saud:

66. O Agnibindu, O sage, let what has been sought by you
be so. My name shall occur along with half of your name and
also of Ma (Laksmi) (Hence Bindu-Ma-dhava).

67. My name Bindumadhava shall be well-known in all the
three worlds. O sage, in Kasi it will be (considered) as one
that destroys groups of great sins.

68. Where is the fear from worldly existence to those who
will always adore me here in the meritorious whirlpool of
Pancanada? They are blessed men.

69. If people keep me in their hearts as stationed in Pancanada
always, Laksmi in the form of Vasu (Wealth) and Laksmi named
after salvation (i.e. Moksalaksmi) shall always be at their sides.

70 After reaching Pancanada, if Brahmanas are not propi-
tiated with monetary gifts, they will be likely to be overwhelmed
by disaster quickly and their riches will weep (i.e. will be lost).

71. Only they are blessed in this world; they alone are to
be considered as having fulfilled their tasks if after reaching
my vicinity all the riches are dedicated to me.

72. O Agnibindu who are the most excellent one among
the sages, this Tirtha shall be known as Bindu Tirtha after
your name. It will be destructive of all sins.

73. If in the month of Karttika, a devotee strictly abides
by the vow of celibacy and takes the holy ablution in the Bindu
Tirtha before sunrise, why should he be afraid of Yama, the
son of Sun-god?

74. Even after, out of delusion, committing thousands of
sins, if a man takes his holy bath in Dharmanada in the month
of Karttika, he will become free from sins instantaneously.

75. As long as the body is healthy, as long as there is no
weakness 1n the sense-organs, a devotee should observe the
holy vows because a vow has the body as its fruit.
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76.  This body, the receptacle of uncleanliness, should be
purified by means of fasting or taking a single meal or living
on what is obtained without begging.

77.  Krcchracandrayana and other Vratas should be observed
assiduously since this impure body becomes pure by the ob-
servance of vows.

78.  Dharma stays firm in the body purified by Vratas. Artha
and Kama along with Moksa stay there where Dharma too stays.

79 Hence those Vratas that contribute to the attainment
of Dharma should be observed by men who are desirous of the
gain of the fourfold aim of life.

80. If a man is unable to observe Vratas always, he should
at least perform them during the Caturmasya (four months of
rainy season from Asadha to Karttika).

81-82. Some of the Vratas are: Lying down on bare ground,
celibacy, abstaining from eating certain foodstuffs, the vow of
taking single meal etc., some Dana everyday in accordance
with one’s capacity, listening to the Puranas, acting in accor-
dance with the themes therein, maintaining continuous lights
of lamps (before deities), keeping awake and the great wor-
ship of the deity of one’s choice.

83.  For the purpose of increasing piety, a sensible man
should assiduously avoid going to and fro in places with seeds
and seedlings in abundance.

84.  Persons with whom conversation is prohibited should
not be talked to by those who maintain Caturmasya Vratas.
They will maintain silence always or should speak only the
truth.

85.  An observer of Vratas should avoid grains and lentils
like Nispava, Masura and Kodrava. One should always stay among
clean people. A non-observer of vows should not be touched.

86. Teeth, hairs, clothes etc. should be scrupulously washed
everyday. No evil thought should be entertained in the heart
by an observer of vows.

87.  Those who scrupulously maintain the Caturmasya Vratas
are entitled to complete benefit as an observer of vows in all
the twelve months.

88. If one lacks physical power for the observance of
Vratas even in the stipulated four months, he should maintain
the Vratas at least in the month of Karttika, should he wish
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for the benefit of the year-long Vratas.

89. 1t a person was silly enough to pass the month of
Karttika without the observances of Vratas, he is,a pig-souled
one. Such persons will not deserve even the least of merits.

90. At the advent of the month of Karttika a highly meri-
torious devotee should observe Krcchra, Atikrcchra or Prajapatya.

91. When the month of Karttika has arrived one will ob-
serve Vratas like Fasts (e.g.), Ekantaravrata (tasts on alternate
days), Trniratra Vrata (meal once in three days), Pancaratra (meal
once in five days) or Saptaratra (meal once in seven days).

92. A devotee may observe the Vrata once in a fortnight
or once in the month. No observer of Vratas shall make the
month of Karttika barren (vowless) anywhere.

93. In the month of Karttika, an observer of Vratas should
stick to the diet of vegetables, milk, fruits or cooked barley
grains.

94. A man of Vratas should perform Nitya Snana (bathing
everyday) or Naimttika Snana (bath on ceremonious occasions).
Seeking the benefit of the great Vrata the devotee should observe
celibacy in the month of Karttika.

95. If a devotee of pure mind passes the dark half of the
month while strictly observing celibacy, it will be on a par with
the performance of Brahmacarya throughout the year.

96. If a devotee concludes the month of Karttika with
fasts, it is as good as though the whole year is spent by him
in holy fasts.

97. If a devotee passes the month of Karttika sticking to
the diet of vegetables and milk, it is as good as the whole Sarat
(autumn) has been spent by him with that diet.

98. One shall take food only on leaves in the month of
Karttika. Bell-metal vessel should be scrupulously avoided. If
a devotee takes food in bell-metal vessels, he shall not get the
benefit of that Vrata.

99. If one invariably (takes food) in a bell-metal vessel,
he should make gift of a bell-metal vessel filled with ghee.
During the month of Karttika one should not take in honey
which gives inferior birth.

100. If one abandons honey one should make the gift of ghee
or milk pudding with sugar. One should avoid oil in the month
of Karttika for application over the body or taking in as food.
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101. For, O sinless one, that embodied soul shall become
a resident of hell on smearing himself with oil on that occa-
sion. If one has eschewed oil, one should make a gift of gingelly
seeds measuring a Drona supplemented with gold.

102. He who eats fish in the month of Karttika is reborn
in the species of whales. One who cats fish in the dark half
of the month, becomes a worm in purulent blood.

103-104. Kings who habitually eat meat should abstain
from it in the month of Karttika. One who is engaged in the
observance of Vratas after eschewing fish and flesh shall be-
come exonerated from the fault of eating fish and flesh cer-
tainly. If there is restraint in fish and flesh in the month of
Karttika, the observer of the Vrata shall make a gift of an
ashgourd along with blackgram and ten gold pieces.

105. He who takes food silently in the month of Kartuka
really takes in nectar. An observer of the vow of silence shall
make a gift of an excellent bell accompanied with gingelly
seeds and gold.

106. A virtuous man observing Vrata in Karttika who eschews
salt has actually abandoned all juices. That observer of Vrata
should make gift of a cow.

107. One who observes the vow of lying down on bare
ground will not touch the carth again (i.e. will not be born
agaim). An observer of the vow of lying down on the earth
shall make gift of a palanquin with cotton and pillows.

108. He who makes the gift of continuous unextinguished
licht with wicks soaked in ghee, never attains the disaster of
being in the blinding darkness of delusion.

109. He who makes Dipakaumudi (the splendour of
moonlight through lamps) at night in the month of Karttika
shall never sec the hells of Tamisra and Andhatamisra.

110. One who is angry with the darkness of sins through
the gifts of lamps in Karttika, never sees the son of the Sun-
god (i e. Yama) with the face darkened due to anger.

111. He who illuminates in front of me a lamp with daz-
zling wicks, shall sce the three worlds including mobile and
immobile beings flooded with light.

112. A man whe bathes me with pots of Panicamrta be-
comes very meritorious. He will stay there for the period of
a Kalpa after reaching the shores of the Ocean of Milk.
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113. He who makes moonlight arising from lamps on every
night in the month of Karttika in front of me, becomes en-
dowed with devotion. He will never enter the dark area of a
womb.

114. One who illuminates a light in front of me with the
wick soaked in ghee in the month of Karttika, never meets
with slips of intellect even when there is the great fear of
death.

115. Salvation is not very far off from those devotees who
take their holy bath in the Bindu Tirtha in the month of
Karttika and organize Yatra (religious procession and congre-
gational worship) unto me.

116-119. The devotee repeats the following two Man-
tras: “O Damodara, O slayer of the king of Danavas, accept my
Arghya; I am observing the Vrata in the month of Karttika,
after taking the holy ablution.

O Krsna, may Your Lordship accept in company with Radha,
the Arghya, offered by me in the course of the Naimittika (periodical
as per certain condition) Snana (holy bath) in the month of
Karttika that dispels sins.” He who thus offers Arghya unto me
through a conchshell with water flowing out over gold, jewels
and flowers is a meritorious person. He should conceive it as
the entire earth filled with gold when offering the Arghya water;
it will be as though a befitting thing has been gifted by him
to a deserving person on the occasion of a holy festival.

120-124a. On Prabodhini Ekadasi day (the eleventh day in
the bright half of the lunar month of Karttika) a devotee
should take his holy dip in the Bindu Tirtha. He should keep
awake the whole of the night. In accordance with his capacity
he should light many lamps after adoring me. There should
be sound of musical instruments in triple symphony as an
entertainment. He should listen to Puranas etc. There shall be
great festivities till the Tithi (lunar day) is complete. In order
to propitiate me, he should make ample gifts of cooked food.
Even though he might have committed great sins, he will not
thereafter enter the womb of a woman.

He who takes his holy bath in the Bindu Tirtha and wor-
ships me here in the name of Bindumadhava attains salvation.

124b-126a. O sage, in Satyayuga I should be worshipped
with the name of Adimadhava. In Tieta I should be known as
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Anantamadhava, the bestower of all Siddhis (supernatural
powers). In Dvipara I named Srimadhava bring about the
fulfilment of the greatest aim. In Kali age I, Bindumadhava,
should be known as the destroyer of the impurities of Kali.

126b-127a. In Kali age men burdened with sins do not
attain me, being deluded by my Maya alone. They are eagerly
engrossed in arguing about the differences.

127b-129. Persons though performing many devotional rites
aimed at me should be known as my enemies if they are inimical
to Visvesa. They attain the status of Pisacas (vampires). After
being born as Pisacas, they will have to spend thirty thousand
years in the ocean of misery at the bidding of Kalabhairava.
Thereafter, by the blessings of Visvesa alone they will attain
salvation.

130. Hence hatred should not be entertained against Visvesa,
the Supreme Atman, because there is no expiatory rite unto

those who hate Visvesa.

131. Those base men who hate Vi§vesa even mentally shall,
after death, enter the hell Andhatamisra forever.

132. Those who are engaged in censuring Siva and those
who censure the Pasupata cult and devotees, should be known
as my enemies. They fall into a dirty hell.

133. Those who hate and censure Visvesvara shall succes-
sively rot in twenty-eight crores of hells spending a Kalpa in
each.

134. It is because I have attained the blessings of Visvesa,
O sage, that I too am a bestower of salvation. Hence Visvesvara
should always be resorted to, particularly by my devotees.

135. This Varanasi should be }mown, O sage, as a PiéuPata
Sthali (holy spot pertaining to Siva). Hence Pasupati (Siva)
should be resorted to in Kasi by those who seek salvation.

136. Here in this Paricanada Tirtha Visvesvara himself always
takes his holy ablution in the month of Karttika along with
his Ganas, attendants and Skanda.

137. Brahma, the Vedas, Yajnas, Brahmani and other mothers,
the seven oceans, rivers—all these take their holy bath in Dhutapapa
in the month of Karttika.

138. The entire sentient beings and embodied ones in all
the three worlds come to Dhuatapapaka for taking their holy
dip in the month of Karttika.
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139. Those embodied ones who have not taken their holy
dip in Pancanada in the auspicious month of Karttika waste
their lives as futile as the bubbles in water

140. Anandakanana is meritorious. Pancanada®is more meri-
torious than that. My vicinity is more so, O great sage Agnibindu.

141. In the same way, by implication know the greatness
of Pancanada which is the most excellent one among all ex-

cellent Tirthas, O highly intelligent one.
142-143. Merely by hearing about it, a highly intelligent

one becomes liberated from great sins.

After hearing this directly from Visnu’s mouth, Agnibindu,
the great sage, bowed down and further asked Bindumadhava,

Acyuta:

Agmibindu saud:

144-145. O lL.ord, 1 wish to hear. O Bindumadhava, narrate
it. O Jandrdana, how many forms have you in Kasi? What are
those likely to occur in future? Tell me those by worshipping
which your devotecs will attain blessed contentinent, O Acyuta.

CHAPTER SIXTYONE
The Greatness of Vaisnava Tirthas

Agustya enquired-

1-2. O Six-faced Lord, the narration of Madhava that is
destructive of sins has been heard by me. The excellent great-
ness of Paincanada too has been heard perfectly. Tell me what
the Slayer of Madhu replied when Agnibindu asked Madhava,
the destroyer of Daityas.

Skanda replied:

3. Listen, O great sage Agastya, to what is being related
by me now, as told by Madhava to Sage Agnibindu.
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Bindumadhava said:

4. O highly intelligent Agnibindu, at the outset know me
as Adikesava in the Padodaka Tirtha, the bestower of salvation
on the devotees.

5. Those who worship Adikesava in the immortal nectar-
ine holy spot Avimukta do attain immortality free from all
miseries.

6. After installing the great Sangamesa Linga that destroys
sins of men by its very sight, Adikesava always accords worldly
pleasures and salvation.

7. To the south of Padokada there is the greater Tirtha of
Sveta Dvipa. Under the name of Jianakesava I bestow knowl-
edge on men there.

8. After taking the holy ablution in the presence of Jiianakesava
in Sveta Dvipa, a man should worship Jianakesava. He never
slips down from knowledge (into ignorance).

9. I am named Tarksyakesava in the Tirtha named
Tarksyatirtha. I should always be worshipped by excellent men
with devotion. They become dear to me like Tarksya.

10. There itself in the Narada Tirtha, I am Naradakesava,
the instructor in Brahmavidya unto those whose bodies are
washed in that Tirtha.

11.  Prahlada Tirtha is also there itself. It should be adored
under the name Prahladakesava by devotees for the increase
of great devotion.

12. There in the Ambarisa Tirtha under the name
Adityakesava I destroy the mass of the darkness of sins even
due to mere visit.

13. To the south of Dattatreyesvara, I, Adigadadhara, re-
move the series of illnesses of worldly existence of the devo-
tees there.

14. There itself, in the Bhargava Tirtha, under the name
of Bhrgukesava I fulfil the cherished desires of the men re-
siding in Kasi.

15. In the great Tirtha named Vamanatirtha which is aus-
picious and which accords everything prayed for even men-
tally, I should be worshipped in the name of Vamanakesava
by persons desirous of auspiciousness.

16. In the Naranarayana Tirtha, the devotees worship me
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in the form of Naranarayana and then attain identity with
Naranarayana.

17.  In the holy place named Yajiavarahatirtha I should
be worshipped by men desirous of the fruits of*Yajias under
the name Yajnavaraha.

18. I, named Vidaranarasimha, dispel the obstacles of
Kasi. I should be resorted to in the Tirtha named so for quelling
the torments of the Tirtha.

19. By worshipping me named Gopigovinda devoutly in
the Gopigovinda Tirtha, a man can avoid the touch of my
Maya.

20. O sage, I am Laksminrsimmha in the holy Tirtha named

so. To those endowed with devotion, [ always accord the glory
of salvation.

21.  In the Sesatirtha that dispels sins, I am named
Sesamadhava. I distribute among devotees all things desired
by them.

22.  After taking the holy dip in the Sankhamadhava Tirtha
and bathing me, Sankhamadhava, with water through a conchshell,
a devotee shall become lord of the treasure Sankhanidhi.

23. In the great Hayagrivatirtha a devotee bows down to
me, Hayagrivakesava. Thereby he shall attain certainly the great
region of Visnu.

24. To the west of Vrddhakalesa, [ amn named Bhismakesava.
When resorted to with Bhaktiyoga, 1 dispel terrible torments
and calamities.

25. To the north of Lolarka, I am Nirvanakesava showing
(the path of) salvation to devotees and | dispel the fickleness
of mind.

26. To the south of Trilokasundari I am well-known in
Kasi as Tribhuvanakesava. A venerable devotee who adores me
thus does not enter any womb (attaining Moksa).

27. In front of Jianavapi know me as Jianamadhava. By
worshipping me there with devotion, one attains eternal wis-
dom.

28. 1 am named Svetamadhava in the vicinity of Visalaksi.
Adored with devotion 1 make the devotee of the form of
Svetadvipesvara.

29. To the north of Dasasvamedha, a devotee should worship
me in the name of Prayagamadhava after taking the holy bath
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in Prayagatirtha. By visiting me, he becomes free from all sins.
30. By taking the holy dip here in front of me, one gets
ten times the benefit reputed to result from going to Prayaga

in the month of Magha.

31.  Here in Kasi in my presence the merit of those who
take their holy dips is ten times the merit at the confluence
of Ganga and Yamuna.

32. Here in Kasi one gets ten times more benefit than
what is obtained in Kuruksetra by those who make gifts when
the Sun 1s swallowed by Rihu (i.e. during solar eclipse).

33.  Where Ganga flows northwards' and Yamuna east-
wards, a man who goes to that confluence is rid of the sin of
Brahmana’s slaughter.

34. There one should get the head shaved; balls of rice
should be offered with emotional fervour and great Danas
should be made by one who wishes to get great benefit.

35.  All those good points which were enumerated in the
Prajapatiksetra become innumerable in the great Avimuktaksetra.
36.  The great Linga named Prayagesa stands there grant-

ing the desired object. Thanks to its nearness, the Tirtha is
glorttied as Kamada.

37. If people do not take their holy baths at dawn in the
month of Magha at Kisi and in Prayaga when the Sun is in
Capricorn, how can they attain salvation?

38. Those who have self-control and take holy baths in the
month of Magha, in the Prayaga at Kasi certainly will attain
the benefit arising from ten horse-sacrifices.

39-40. Those who devoutly worship everyday Prayaga-
madhava and the wish-yielding Prayagesa after taking the holy
dip in Prayaga in the month of Magha, obtain wealth, grain,
sons, and properties and enjoy pleasures delighting the mind
m this woirld and attain the greatest bliss of salvation (in the
next world).

41.  In the month of Magha all the Tirthas flow into Prayaga
from east, north, west, south, nether region and heavenly

region.

I. But at Prayaga (Allahabad) Ganga flows southward. At Varanasi there
1s no Yamuna. There 1s no confluence.
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42. O sage, the Tirthas stationed in Kisi do not go any-
where. If at all they go, they go to the three excellent Tirthas.

43. In the month of Karttika everyday in the morning
they come to me in the Paficanada Tirtha which subdues masses
of great sins and produces welfare.

44. In the month of Magha that is inimical to sins, all the
Tirthas take their bath near Prayagesa after me.

45. In the midday all the Tirthas go for their bath every-
day to Manikarnika that accords salvation.

46. O sage, this great secret in Kasi has been narrated to
you, how the three Tirthas are superior especially at their own
times.

47. 1 shall tell you another secret. It should not be di-
vulged anywhere and everywhere. It should be strictly kept
secret from non-devotees. It should not be concealed from
people of devotion.

48.  All the Tirthas in Kasi are superior one to the other.
Assailing with their splendour, they dispel great sins.

49. Lifting up one single finger this secret of Varanasi is
being told to you that only Manikarnika is the most superior
one.

50.  Only after resorting to the great power pertaining to
Manikarnika all Tirthas, sticking to their respective abodes,
roar.

51-52.  After dispelling many great sins of sinners, the Kasi
Tirthas become desirous of expiation. Whether it is the day
of specific astrological importance or otherwise, they observe
certain regulations and submerge into Manikarpika at mid-
day. They thus do become pure.

53.  Everyday at midday Visvesa in the company of Visva
takes his holy ablution near Manikarnika.

54.  With great joy I reach Manikarnika travelling from
Vaikuntha everyday and take the holy plunge along with Padma,
O sage.

55. I am competent to remove the sins of those who utter
even once my name; hence I have attained the title Har. That
is the power pertaining to Manikarnika.

56. Everyday Pitamaha (Brahma) comes to Manikarnika
riding his vehicle, the Swan, from Satyaloka, for the perfor-
mance of midday rituals.
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57.  The Guardians of the Quarters beginning with Indra,
the great sages beginning with Marici come to Manikarnika
for performing the midday rites.

58.  From the world of serpents, the serpents, the chiefs
of whom are Sesa and Viasuki, come to Manikarnika at midday
for taking their holy bath.

59. All the sentient ones among all mobile and immobile
beings do take their holy bath at midday in the waters of
Manikarnika (which are) free from impurities.

60. Which qualities among the weightiest (greatest) qualities
of Manikarnika that cannot be enumerated by me and others,
can possibly be described, O Brahmana?

61. Those saints by whom this Manikarnika, the ground
for salvation has been attained, have actually performed in-
tense austerities in the forests.

62. Those excellent men who successfully reached
Manikarnika in their last years are definitely those by whom
great gifts have been donated.

63. Those by whom the soft ground of Manikarnika has
been converted into their bed have definitely observed all
Vratas exactly according to their respective injunctions.

64. They alone are blessed ones among mortal beings,
they are (on a par with) those who have been initiated into
all Kratus (sacrifices), if they have seen Manikarnika after spending
their wealth acquired by meritorious means.

65. If in their old age Manikarnika has been reached,
then definitely many kinds of pious rites as well as Istapurtas,
(must) have been performed by those men.

66. Jewels, silk clothes, gold, elephants and horses should
be assiduously gifted away near Manikarnika by a sensible and
intelligent man.

67. If money acquired through legitimate meritorious means,
be it even so little, is given (as Dana) at Manikarnika, O sage,
it becomes everlasting unto those men.

68. If an excellent man performs a single Pranayama as
laid down in the scriptures, it is as good as the excellent Yoga
has been practised along with its six ancillaries.

69. By reciting the Gayatri only once after reaching
Manikarnika, one certainly attains the benefit of reciting the
Gayatri ten thousand times.
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70.  Offering a single Ahut: (oblation into sacrificial fire)
near Manikarnika a sensible man derives undiminished ben-
efit of the performance of Agnihotra throughoyt the life.

71. On hearing these words of Hari, Agnibindu of great
penance, bowed down with great devotion and asked Madhava

further:

Agnibindu saud:

72. O Visnu, what is the extent of this meritorious
Manikarniki? Tell me, O lotus-eyed one. No one else is more
conversant with truth (in this matter) than you.

Sri Vismu saad-

73. Manikarnika extends from Gangiakesava to the Mandapa
(pavilion) of Hariscandra and from the middle of the divine
tiver up to Svardvara.

74.  This one is the gross extent. I shall mention to you
the subtle one. Hariscandravinayaka s m front of the Tirtha
of Harnscandra.

75-76.  Simavinayaka (Vinayaka at the boundary) is to the
north of the whirlpool of Manikarnika. After devoutly adoring
Simavindyaka by means of Modakas (swectineats) along with
the requisite services, an excellent man should go to Mamkarnika.
Devotees should offer hibations to the Manes in the great
Hariscandra Tirtha.

77-82.  The ancestors shall become propitiated for a hun-
dred years. They will accord the desired benetit.

After taking the holy bath in the great Hariscandra Tirtha,
a man endowed with faith should bow down to Hariscandresvara.
He will never swerve from truth.

Beyond that, in the vicinity of Parvatesvara is the Parvatatirtha
which is the basis of Mahameru and is destructive of great sins.

After taking the holy bath there, adoring I$a, gifting some-
thing in accordance with one’s capacity and occupying the
peak of Meru, a devotee enjoys celestial pleasures.

Kambalasvatara Tirtha is to the south of Parvatesvara. The
auspicious Linga named Kambalasvataresa is to the west of
that Tirtha. If a devotee takes his holy bath in that Tirtha and
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adores that Linga, persons born in his family shall become
persons conversant with music and equipped with glory.
Cakrapuskarini there is conducive to the avoidance of Yonicakra
(cycle of births).

83.  Cakrapuskarini Tirtha is my excellent resort. A man
who takes his holy bath there does not enter the dense en-
tangled cycle of worldly existence.

84.  Great penance was performed by me there for so
many years extending to a Parardha in number. Visvesvara,
the great Lord, then became visible to me.

85.  There, very great and indestructible power and pros-
perity was acquired by me. Cakrapuskarini became well-known
as Mamikarnika.

86. Abandoning the liquid form there, Manikarnika ap-
peared directly to me having assumed the form of a woman.

87-90.1 shall mention her physical form that bestows aus-
piciousness profusely on the devotees. If men meditate on that
form thrice a day for six months, Manikarnika will appear as
a visible goddess. She has four arms and large eyes. Her eye
in the forehead sparkles. She faces the west always with palms
joined together. She holds a garland of blue lotuses in her
right hand. In the lifted left hand in the gesture of according
boons, there is a splendid pomegranate fruit. She is in the
form of a virgin always. Always twelve years old.

91.  Her lustre is like that of pure crystal. Her glossy hairs
are dark blue in colour. Her beautiful lips have surpassed
corals and rubies.

92. A fresh Ketaki flower in full bloom adores the braided
hairs on her head. Pearl necklaces and ornaments beautify her
limbs. She is clad in silk cloth having the lustre of the moon.

93. She also wears a splendid garland of lotuses on her
bosom. She should be meditated day and night in this form
in the heart by those who are desirous of salvation.

94. The glorious Manikarnika is the abode of Nirvanalaksmi
(‘Glory of Salvation’). I shall mention a Mantra named Bhakta-
Kalpadruma (‘wish-yieldipg celestial tree unto devotees’) per-
taining to her. If this is repeated, even the eight supernatural
powers will be acquired by men.

95-96. First Mantra: “vagbhavabija—arm, maya-bija is hrim,
laksmibija—srim, madanabija is klim, pranava—om, bhantyam—
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ma, hrt-namah. Hence the Mantra of fifteen syllables [om aim
hrim Srim klim om manikarnikayar namah om]. This Mantra con-
sisting of fifteen syllables is on par with the celestial tree. It
accords all series of happiness. It should be repeated. To the
persons of pure Sattva quality, it accords the highest region.

97. Second Mantra is om mam manikarnike pranavatmike
namah. It has fourteen syllables.

98. This Mantra should always be repeated by men de-
sirous of salvation. The Homa should be performed one-tenth
in number by men with faith and eagerness.

99.  An intelligent devotee always remaining pure shall
perform the Homa with lotuses soaked in milk products and
Hauvis together with sugar and honey.

100. If the Mantra is repeated three hundred thousand
times, even if the devotee dies in other lands, he certainly
attains salvation by the power ot this Mantra.

101. A gold image decorated with freshly cut diamonds
should be worshipped assiduously. The form of the image
should be as described before.

102. By men who desire only salvation, the image should
be worshipped in the house o1 after worshipping assiduously
should be thrown into Manikarnika.

103. Even if they are staying far away, means should be
resorted to by men (who being) afraid of the worldly exist-

ence, have faith and eagerness.
104. One who takes the holy bath in Manikarnika should

visit Manikarnisa. Thereby the man does not stay further in
the womb of a mother.

105. Manikarnisvara Linga was installed by me formerly in
the eastern entrance of the Antargrha (Inner Shrine). Here
Manikarnisvara should be worshipped by those who desire
salvation.

106. To the south of Manikarni is the Pasupata Tirtha. A
devotee should perform all the rites like water-libations there
and visit Pasupatisvara.

107. Tt is there that Pasupata Yoga was imparted by the
Pinaka-wielding Lord. It is he who removes the ignorance and
bondage of Suras, the chief of whom is Brahma, and also my

bondage.
108-109. Pasupati has assumed the form of a Linga himself
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and shines always in Kasi for the removal of the bondage of
the individual souls. There, on the fourteenth day in the
bright half of the month of Caitra, men of pure minds should
assiduously perform Yatra (religious festival, procession etc.).
They should keep awake at night.

110. Devotees should fast on the fourteenth day (in the
bright half of all months) and then worship the Lord. They
must have Parana (ritualistic breaking of fast) on the new-
moon day. Thereby they are never fettered by Maya.

111. Beyond that, in front ot Pasupata Tirtha, is Rudravasa
Tirtha. After taking their bath there, men should worship Hara,
Rudravasesvara.

112. By propitiating Rudravasesvara to the south of
Manikarnisvara a man (devotee) should undoubtedly stay in
the world of Rudravasa.

113. To the south thereof is the Visva Tirtha occupied by
all the Tirthas of the world. After taking the holy bath there
devoutly, a devotee should visit Visvanatha.

114. Thereafter he should adore with great devotion Visva
i.c. Gauri. He will thereby become venerable unto the whole
universe. He should identify himself with the entire cosmos.

115. Thereafter, is the Mukti Tirtha. A devotee should
take his holy ablution there also and worship Moksesvara. He
will undoubtedly attain salvation.

116. After visiting Moksesvara behind Avimuktesvara a
man never moves about in this mortal world.

117.  Avimuktesvara Tirtha is beyond Mukti Tirtha. A devotee
should take holy dip there and worship Avimuktesa. He will
become liberated.

118. Beyond that is the Taraka Tirtha where Visvesvara
himself mentions the Taraka Brahma which is like ambrosia
unto the ears of the dead.

119. A devotee who takes his holy bath in the Taraka Tirtha
and visits Tdrakesvara, crosses the ocean of worldly existence
and redeems his own ancestors also.

120. Very near is Skanda Tirtha. An excellent man who
plunges therein and visits the Six-faced Lord eschews the (physical)
body having six Kosas (sheaths i.e. skin, flesh, blood, semen,

bone and marrow).
121. By visiting the Six-faced Lord to the east of Tarakesvara,
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a devotece can assume the body of Lord Kumara and stay in
the Sadanana world.

122, Beyond that is the meritorious Dhundhj Tirtha. A
man should perform all the rites in water there and ¢ulogize
Dhundh1 Ganapati. He is never assailed by obstacles.

123-125. The unparalleled Bhavani Tirtha is to the south
of Dhundhi Tirtha. A devotee should take his holy bath there
and worship Bhavani by means of silk garments embellished
with jewels, Naivedya, foodstulfs of a great variety, {lowers,
incense and lights. Worshipping Bhavani and Isa is as though
all the three worlds including the mobile and immobile be-
ings have been worshipped. Bhavani and Sankara should be
worshipped with great [faith.

126-127. A wise devotee should arrange for the great
Yatra of Bhavani on the eighth day in Caitra. One hundred
and eight circumambulations should be made. Thereby it is
as though the entire earth consisting of the seven continents
has been crcumambulated by him along with mountains, her-
mitages, lorests and oceans.

128.  Fight circumambulations are to be made everyday by
those who are satisfied with that much. Bhavani and Sankara
are to be always bowed to assiduously.

129.  Bhavant accords to devotees what they desire. Bhavani
always bestows garments. Hence Bhavani should be worshipped
in Kasi by the residents of the Tirtha.

130. Bhavani always accords to the residents of Kasi what
they do not have and preserves what they acquire. Hence Bhavani
should always be resorted to by the residents of Kasi.

131.  Alms should always be prayed of her by a mendicant
desirous of salvation, since Visvesa's consort is the giver of
alms at Kasi.

132, Here in the house is Visvesa. Bhavani is the lady of
his house. She gives the alms in the form of salvation to all
the residents of Kasi.

133.  On being worshipped by men, Bhavani makes easily
available what is difficult to attain, to the residents of Kasiksetra.

134. A man observing Vrata on the Mahidstami day shall
keep awake during the night and worship Bhavani in the morning.
He will acquire the desired benefit.

135. There is no doubt in this that all the desires of the
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devotee will be fulfilled, if he visits Bhavani to the west of
Sukresa.

136. If enjoyment of pleasures and salvation are to be
acquired, one should always reside in Kasi, should take bath
in (the river Ganga) flowing northwards and serve Bhavani
and Sankara.

137. The Mantra: “O Mother Bhavani, I shall become the
dust of your feet. O Mother Bhavani, I shall become the most
obedient among your slaves. O Mother Bhavani, 1 shall always
become a devotee of yours if I should not be born in this
world. T shall not have rebirth in the world.”

138.  For the purpose of the attainment of happiness this
Mantra should always be repeated by the residents of Kasi,
while standing, walking, sleeping or keeping awake.

139. ISana Tirtha 15 also there near Bhavani Tirtha. He
who takes his holy bath there and worships Isina does not take
birth again.

140. Jnana Tirtha too is there, that bestows wisdom on
men. One should take bath in that Tirtha and visit Siva Jiianesvara.

141. If Jnanesa stationed near Jianavapi is worshipped by
people, they will never meet with loss of wisdom even when
they die.

142-143. There alone is Sailadi Tirtha that gives greatest
prospertty and glory There a devotee should perform Sraddha
etc., make gilts in accordance with one’s capacity and visit
Sailadisvara to the north of Jnanavapi. He will attain the status
of a Gana. No doubt need be entertamed in this respect.

144. To the south of Nandi Tirtha is my Visnu Tirtha.
Therce a devotee should offer riceballs and become free from
indebtedness to Pitrs.

145.  After taking the holy bath, the devotee should visit
me, Visnu, on the right side of Visvesa. He will go to the world
ot Visnu.

146-147. During every Ekadast (11th day), Sayani (Ekadasi
in the bright half ot Asadha) and Bodhini (Ekadasi in the
bright half of Karttika) the devotee should keep awake at night
near my image. At dawn he should worship me devoutly, feed
Brahmanas and make gifts of cows, gold and plots of land. He
does not come to the earth again.

148. There the devotee can finally conclude the Vrata without
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being very parsimonious in spending money. At my bidding,
the intelligent devotee shall attain the benefit of the Vrata
perfectly.

149-150. The auspicious Paitamaha Tirtha is to the south
of my Tirtha. There the devotee should propitiate ancestors
through the performance of Sraddhas and worship Pitimahesvara
Linga stationed above Brahmanala with devotion. The man
will attain Brahmaloka.

151. A Karma performed near Brahmasrotas whether aus-
picious or inauspicious attains great Aksayata (state of perma-
nence). Hence one shall do only what is auspicious.

152. O excellent sage, whatever has been done here whether
auspicious or inauspicious, ever if it be so very little, is not
lost even at the time of final annihilation.

153. This is called Nabhi Tirtha because it is as though
the navel of the earth. This is the navel of the spherical cosmic
egg and it causes rise of prosperity.

154. It is the navel of Manikarnika, the ground of depth
(gambhiryabhumika?). It is in this that the entire cosmic egg
merges and it is from this that is comes forth.

155. Brahmanala is a great Tirtha well-known in all the
three worlds. By taking his holy bath in its confluence a man
shakes off the impurities of ten million births.

156. If even a bone were to fall into Brahmanala those
people never enter the pavilion of the cosmic egg.

157. Beyond that, to the south of Brahmanala is the Bhagirathi
Tirtha. By taking his holy bath there a man is completely rid
of the sin of Brahmana’s murder.

158. The Linga called Bhagirathisvara is in the vicinity of
Svargadvara. The sight of that Linga is said to effect the Purascarana
of Brahmana-slaughter.

159. If one’s ancestors had fallen into inauspicious state
(Hells), one should assiduously ofter libations unto them in
the Bhagirathi Tirtha.

160. He should perform Sraddha in accordance with the
injunctions in the Bhagirathi Tirtha and feed Brahmanas. Thereby
he will take the ancestors to Brahmaloka.

161-163. To the south thereof is the great Tirtha named
Khurakartari. Cows which arrived from Goloka have made the
ground here uneven by means of the tips of their hoofs. Hence
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it is called Khurakartari. The devotee should take his holy bath
in that Tirtha, offer balls of rice, perform all the rites in water
and visit Khurakartarisa Linga. He will thereby attain Goloka.
He will never be devoid of cattle wealth, thanks to the worship
of that Linga.

164-165. To the south of Khurakartari is the excellent
Markanda Tirtha. A devotee who performs all the Sraddha
rites in that Tirtha that dispels sins, and visits Markandeyesvara
Linga shall attain longevity, increase in the Brahmanical splendour
and greatest renown in the world.

166-167. Vasistha Tirtha is the greatest destroyer of great
sins. After offering libations to Pitrs there and visiting Vasisthesa,
a man can prevent getting contamination with the sins ac-
quired in the course of three births. Fully cquipped with
Brahmanical splendour, he stays in Vasisthaloka.

168. There itself is the Arundhati Tirtha that heightens
the conjugal bliss of women. That Tirtha should particularly
be plunged into by chaste women.

169. The sin arising from harlotry shall instantaneously
vanish if one plunges into that Tirtha. That is due to the
power of Arundhati.

170. By worshipping Vasisthesvara to the east of
Markandeyesvara a man becomes rid of sins. He will acquire

great merit.
171. The images of Vasistha and Arundhati should be as-

siduously worshipped there. A woman does not become a widow
nor does a man become separated from his wife.

172-173. To the south of Vasistha Tirtha is the excellent
Narmada Tirtha. After performing Sraddha there a wise per-
son should visit Narmadesa and make great gifts there. He is
never abandoned by Padma (Goddess of Fortune). Beyond
that, to the east of Trisandhyesvara is the Trisandhya Tirtha.

174. A man who takes his holy bath there, and offers Sandhya
prayers in accordance with the injunctions is not assailed by
sins arising from the omission and irregularity of performing
Sandhya prayers.

175. A Brahmana who visits Trisandhyesvara and performs
Sandhya rites thrice a day with great faith, shall attain the

merit of reciting three Vedas.
176. Beyond that is the Yogini Tirtha. A man who takes

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



116 Skanda Purana

a plunge therein and visits Yoginipitha shall attain Yogic Siddhi.

177-179. Agasti Tirtha that dispels masses of great sins is
there. An excellent man who takes his holy bath there assidu-
ously, visits Lord AgastiSvara, offers libations to thé grandfa-
thers thereafter in Agastikunda and bows down to Lopamudra
accompanied by Agasti, shall become rid of all sins and free
from all distresses. He will go to Sivaloka along with his ancestors.

180. To the south of Agastya Tirtha there is a highly sacred
Tirtha named Gangakesava which destroys all sins.

181. There, O sage, the intelligent devotee who worships
my auspicious image named after the Tirtha (1. e. Ganga-
Kesavesvara) with great faith, is honoured in my world.

182. By oftering riceballs there and offering Danas in ac-
cordance with his capacity, he should proffer contentment
unto the Pirs extending over a hundred years.

183. Thus the extent of Manikarni has been narrated to
you. It is to the south of Stmaviniayaka who dispels obstacles.

184. T am Vaikuntha Madhava (stationed) to the east of
Vairocanesvara. By worshipping me with devotion there the
devotee shall attain the benefit of being worshipped in Vaikuntha.

185 I am named Viramadhava to the west of Viresa, O
age. If the observer of vows worships me there, he does not
meet with the torture of Yama.

186. I am named Kalamadhava in the vicinity of Kalabhairava.
It is certain that neither Kali nor Kala atfects my devotee.

187. The devotee should observe fast on the elevanth day
in the bright half of Margasirsa and keep awake during the
night. He shall not meet with Yama anywhere.

I88 To the south (right) of Pulastisvara, I am (called)
Nirvananarasimha. Fven by bowing down to that image the
devotee attains salvation.

189. O sage, to the east of Omkara, I am (called) Mahabala
Nrsimha. One who worships that image does not see the extremely
strong messengers of Yama.

190. I am (called) Pracandanarasimha to the east of
Candabhairava. By worshipping that image, the devotee shall
be free from sins even if he has committed very grave ones.

191. To the east of Dehalivinayaka I am (called) Girinrsimha,
the tearer of elephants in the form of masses of powerful sins.

192. O great sage, I, Narasimha, am the remover of great
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fears too, to the west of Pitamahesvara, creating alarm unto
the fright of devotees.

193. To the west of Kalasesvara, I am (called) Atyugranara-
simha. If worshipped with faith, I remove even the mass of
very [ierce sins.

194. In the vicinity of Jvalamukhi I am (called) Jvalamalinr-
simha. When adored perfectly, I burn down the grasses in the
form of the masses of sins.

195. I am (called) Kolahalanrsimha, the subduer of Daityas
and Danavas, because there arises chaotic noise among sins
when my name is uttered.

196. If a devotee worships me devoutly in the place where
there is Kankalabhairava who is intelligent and efficient in the
protection of Kasi, he is never interrupted by torments.

197.  Bcehind Nilakanthesvara I am (called) Vitankanarasimha.
A man becomes free from fear by worshipping me there with
great faith.

198. In the vicinity of Anantesvara, T am (called)
Anantavamana. On being worshipped. I remove even the endless
sins of the devotee.

199. I am named Dadhivamana (because) I bestow curd-
rice on the devotees. Merely by remembering the name (of

that Lord), a man ceases to be poor.

200. In Kasi to the north of the Three-eyed Lord, I am
(called) Trivikrama. On being Worshipped, I bestow wealth
and remove sins.

201. T am called Balivamana. 1 was worshipped by Bali. To
the east of Balibhadresvara, I amn the augmenter of the strength

of the devotees.

202. To the right (south) of Bhava Tirtha, I am Tamravaraha
by name. I came here from Tamradvipa. I am the bestower
of what the devotees desire.

203-204. O sage, (I am) Dharanivaraha in the vicinity of
Prayagesvara. The devotee should take his holy bath in the
Varaha Tirtha, visit me here in the form of a Boar and worship
me with great fervour. He will never face the torture of being
in a womb. By giving a very small quantity of cooked food,
he acquires the benefit of a gift of lands.

205. People sinking into the deep ocean of great sins will
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not get drowned even in Pralaya after obtaining the raft of
devotion unto me.

206. In the vicinity of Kitisvara, I am (called) Kokavaraha.
A man worshipping me there gets whatever fruit & desired by
him.

207-208. There are a hundred Narayanas, five hundred
Jalasayins, thirty in the form of tortoise, twenty in the form
of fish, a hundred and eight Gopalas, Buddhas are thousands
in number, Parasuramas are thirty in number and there are
a hundred and one Ramas.

209. I am only one in the form of Visnu resorting to the
middle of the pavilion of Mukti (salvation) by the grace of
Visvesa who himself gave me that favour.

210. There are six million Ganas in the form of Narayana
with the discus and the club lifted up. They keep watch around

the holy spot.

211-212. On hearing this, Agnibindu became dclighted with
hairs standing on ends. The intelligent sage asked further: “O
Lord, mention the different forms for the welfare of your
devotees and to quell my doubts. O infinite one, how many
are your Maurtis? How are they to be known? Tell this.”

213-214. On hearing the words of Agnibindu, the stoic-
house of austerities, Lord Visnu mentioned the different Miurtis
in due order. On hearing these, a man can avoid being a
victim of Yama. Prajapati (i.e. Visnu) mentioned twenty-four
different Murtis beginning with Kesava.

Snt Visnu sad:

215. O Agnibindu of great intellect! Listen, I ain enumerating
to you (the different forms), O sage. Beginning with the first
right-hand (upper) one understand these things in the Srsti
order (clock-wise).

216. Understand the Murti of Kesava through Sankha (up-
per right hand), Cakra (upper left hand), Gada (lower left
hand) and Padma (lower right hand). On being worshipped,
this Miarti shall undoubtedly fulfil the wish (of the worship-
per).

217. (The Murti) Madhuha should be understood through
Sankha (upper right hand), Padma (upper left hand), Gada

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



IV.1i.61.218-228 119

(lower left hand) and Cakra (lower right hand). By serving
this Murti, enemies become destroyed.

218. (The Mauarti) Sankarsana should be worshipped with
the following as weapons: Sankha (upper right hand), Padma
(upper left hand), Cakra (lower left hand) and Gada (lower
right hand). If this Murti is worshipped, the creature is never
reborn.

219. Damodara is worshipped with Sankha, Kaumodaki
(Gada), Cakra and Padina (in the order mentioned above).
He bestows wealth, sons, cattle-wealth and grains.

220. Vamana is equipped with Sankha, Cakra, Padma and
Gada. When installed in the house, he makes people prosper-
ous.

921. Pancajanya (i.c. Sankha), Gadd, Padma and Sudarsana
(i ¢. Cakia) of variegated forms (imdicate) Pradyumna who is
worshipped by men. He bestows much wealth,

292 The six Mumus beginning with Visnu are mentioned
beginning with upper left hand in the clock-wise order Merely
by remembering 1t heaps ol sins become dissolved.

223, For prosperity, Visnu (equipped) with S;u'lkhn, Cakra,
Gada and Padma should be worshipped by men. Madhava with
Sankha, Padma, Gada and Cakra is the bestower of greatest
prosperity

224.  For perfect achievement Aniruddha should be medidated
upon as having S':mkha, Padma, Cakra and Gada lifted up.
Purusottama (should be meditated upon) as cquipped with
S.mkh;l, Gada, Cakra and Padma.

925, With Sankha, Cakra, Padma and Gada, O sage, Adhoksaja
is the remover of further rebirth. Janardana with Sankha,
Kaumodaki (Gada), Padma and Cakra should be meditated
upon

226. The six Murtis beginning with Govinda (have the
weapons) clock-wise beginning with left lower hand. Govinda
always wields Sankha (lower left hand), Cakra (lower right
hand), Gada (upper right hand) and Padma (upper left hand).

227. Trivikrama should be worshipped for good fortune
with Sankha (lower left hand), Padma (lower right hand),
Gada (right upper hand) and Cakra (left upper hand). Sridhara
wielding Sankha, Padma, Cakra and Gada is for prosperity.

228. Hrsikesa is esteemed with Sankha, Gada, Cakra and
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Padma. Nrsimha is comprehended through Saﬁkha, Cakra,
Padma and Gada.

229. Acyuta is a permanent holder of Sankha along with
Gada, Padma and Cakra. The six Mirtis beginning with Vasudeva
should be comprehended beginning with right lower hand.

230. Vasudeva always holds Sankha (right lower hand),
Cakra (right upper hand), Gada (upper left hand) and Padma
(lower left hand).

231. O sage, Padmanabha should be known as having Sankha,
Padma, Cakra and Gada. Upendra has always Sankha along
with Gada, Cakra and Padma as his weapons.

232. FEquipped with Sankha, Cakra, Padma and Gada Hari
removes the sins of men. Krsna is said to be with Sankha,
Gada, Padma and Cakra.

233. O great sage, these different Miurtis of mine have
been enumerated, knowing which a man certainly obtains en-
joyment of pleasures and liberation.

234. While Govinda was narrating to Sage Agnibindu thus,
the Lord of Birds who sets aside his enemies by means of his
wings, came within the range of vision.

235. After quickly bowing down, he joyously announced
the arrival of the Three-eyed Lord. Thereupon Hrsikesa ex-
citedly said, “Where is the Lord?”

Garuda said:

236. May this great Bull-emblemed Lord be perceived, the
lustre of the jewels of whose banner fills the space between
heaven and earth.

237-240. The bull-emblemed chariot was very exquisite.
It was capable of making the creating of the eyes of the people
fruitful. The faces of the quarters were brightened with the
splendour of ten million suns as it were. The entire courtyard
of the firmament was covered with aerial chariots of Devas.
The caves of mountains echoed with the sounds of great musical
instruments. And it was rendered fragrant by handfuls of flow-
ers scattered by Vidyadhara damsels. The Louts-eyed Lord saw
the chariot of the Three-eyed Lord from afar and became
delighted. Hairs stood on ends and he bowed down his head.
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The Lord who wielded Sankha, Cakra and Gada desired to get
up.
241. The bestower of salvation, the storehouse of joys told
Agnibindu, “Touch this Sudarsana Cakra with your right hand.”

242. On being told, Agnibindu touched Sudarsana. Imme-
diately he became Sudarsanah (‘of excellent knowledge and
wisdom’) due to the favour of Hari.

Skanda said:

243. By his service of Bindumadhava, the sage assumed
the form of luminous splendour, O Pot-born One. He merged
as one into Kaustubha, the form of splendour.

244. O Pot-born One, it is definite that those who had
made their minds function like bees around the louts-like feet
of Bindumadhava became comparable to Agnibindu.

245.  One should always stay in Kasi. Bindumadhava should
be visited. This narrative is to be heard. The (good) goal of
the worlds should be attained.

246.  The Ongin of Panicanada is conducive to merit. The
story of Madhava is conducive to merit. The residence in Varanasi
is meritorious. All this occurs to those of meritorious births.

247. He who reads Agnibindu’s prayer here in front of
Madhava shall have his desires richly fulfilled. He will become
master of the glory of salvation.

248. For the sake of highest satistaction, this excellent narrative
should be recited always at the time of Sraddha, m front of
the Brahmanas who take their food.

249. This narrative should be particularly repecated at the
time of festivals, in the holy vicinity of Pancanada, for the
increase of the glory of merit.

250. For the fullest realization of enjoyment of pleasures
and salvation, the story of the manifestation of Bindumadhava
should be assiduously read and listened to with great devo-
tion.

251. At the time of Harivasara (i.e. Ekadasi) a devotee
should keep awake during the night. By listening to this narrative
of great merit, he will attain residence in Vaikuntha.
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CHAPTER SIXTYTWO

Manaufestation of the Bull-emblemed I.ord

Agastya said:

1-6. O Skanda, I am not satiated by hearing the story nar-
rated by you. The wonderful description of Bindumadhava has
been heard. I desire to hear now the contact between the
Lords of Devas. After hearing from Tarksya about the activities
of Divodasa and the display of Visnu’s Maya what did the Three-
eyed Lord tell the Garuda-emblemed Lord? Who were all those
who came from the Mandara mountain along with Sambhu?
How was Isa faced by Brahma whose eyes were overcome with
shame? What did the Lord say to Brahma? What was said by
the Sun-god? What was narrated by the Yoginis? What did the
ashamed Ganas say? Describe all this to me, O Skanda. [ am
verv eager to hear.

On hearing these questions of the Pot-born Sage, the son
of Isa replied after bowing down to Siva and Siva, the bestowers
of supernatural powers on those who bow down to them.

Skanda said:

7. O sage, listen to this story that dispels all sins, that subdues
obstacles without leaving anything behind and increases great
welfare.

8-9. Thereafter (Visnu) the Lord inimical to Asuras joy-
ously gave a reward to the king of birds, on hearing the arrival
ot Sammbhu, when he announced the happy arrival of Saribhu
near Varanasi. Then Hari kept Brahma at the head and pro-
ceeded forward.

10.  He was accompanied by the Sun-god; he was surrounded
by the Ganas and followed by the Yoginis. He was in close
touch with Ganesa. (He went hand-in-hand with Ganesa—
Comm.).

11. Immediately after seeing the Bull-emblemed Lord of
Devas, the Consort of Sri quickly got down from Tarksya and
bowed to him.

12. The aged Pitamaha bent down his head immediately.
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He was prevented from bowing down further by Mrda (Siva)
himself to whom he had already bowed down.

13. Showing raw rice grains which were wet along with
fruits, the Unborn Lord (Brahma) chanted Rudra Suktas with
a hand raised up by way of hailing (Svasti).

14.  Ganesa hurriedly prostrated keeping his head on the
two lotus-like feet (of Siva). With great pleasure Hara kissed
the head of Gajanana (smelt the crown of the head).

15. He embraced him and made him sit in his own seat.
Somanandi and other Ganas prostrated themselves like a log
of wood.

16. After bowing down to I$a, the Yoginis sang auspicious
songs. Then the Sun-god bowed down to Hara, the Lord of
Pramathas.

17. Thereafter the Crescent-moon-crested Lord (Siva) made
Hari sit near his throne on the left side with due honour.
18. He offered a seat to Brahma and made him sit on the

right side. All the Ganas who had bowed down to him were
glanced (kindly) at and honoured thereby by Sarva.

19.  The Yoginis were favoured by a nodding gesture of
the head. Ravi (Sun-god) was rendered satisfied with a gesture
of the hand indicating “Sit”,

20). Thereatter, Brahma joined his hands together in rev-
erence and submitted to Sambhu whose lotus-like face was
beaming with pleasure:

Brahma saud:

21. O Lord, O Lord of Devas, O consort ol the Daughter
of the Mountain, let me be forgiven for not returning after
coming to Varanasi.

22. O Moon-adorned Lord, who will abandon Kasi even
after casually visiting it? Fven when he is old, who will abandon
it, if he is capable of doing something?

23. Being a Brahmana, it is not possible to do anything
harmful, or even if one is capable of harming, who will desire
to do it to a4 meritorious person?

24.  This is the command of the esteemed Lord too that
no sensible man should deliberately commit harassment in

regard to a person following the righteous path.
25.  Who will have any adverse intention towards Divodasa,
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the king of Kasi, even slightly? He is a king of such meritorious
activities, always alert in following the path of righteousness.

26-30. On hearing these words, Srikantha &f pure intel-
lect became pleased. Laughingly he said to Brahma:

The Lord of Devas sad:

O Brahma, I know everything. First you are a Brahmana;
your defects are to be condoned. Further you have performed
ten horse-sacrifices. Further still, much welfare has been carried
out by you, O Brahma. Against thousands of offences, my Linga
has been installed. Fven if one Linga of mine was installed by
one anywhere, no trace of offence on him remains, even if he
may have committed all the offences. If anyone commits any
offence against a Brahmana, though he (the Brahmana) may
have committed a thousands offences, his wealth will perish in

a few days.

31. While the Lord of Devas said this, the Ganas and the
Mothers heaved sighs of relief looking around at one another’s
face.

32. On realizing the opportune moment, Arka (the Sun-
god) who looks after mobile and immobile beings, noticed
Sambhu, the consort of Uma (pleased i his mind) with a
beaming face, and submitted thus:

Arka said:

33-36. O Lord, after proceeding to Kasi from your, pres-
ence, and adopting some strategic steps, I found that I was
utterly inefficient though I have a thousand rays, in respect to
King Divodasa who performed his duty righteously. I stayed
behind here knowing fully well that Your Lordship will cer-
tainly come here. O Lord of Devas, I have been awaiting your
esteemed arrival. I divided myself into many forms and was
cagerly engaged in propitiating you. My cherished desire has
become fruitful now, thanks to the glorious sight of Your Lordship.
The tree of my desire was sprinkled with the waters of a modicum
of devotion and it has blossomed due to meditation.

* * *
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37-38.  On hearing this utterance of Ravi, the Sun-eyed
Lord of Devas said: “O Bhaskara (Sun), you are not at fault.
You have actually carried out my task since you preferred to
stay here where the Suras had no access while that king was
ruling.”

39.  After consoling the Sun-god thus, the Lord of Devas,
the storehouse of mercy, consoled the Ganas who remained
bowing down due to shame.

40.  The Yoginis too were keenly observed by Sambhu and
appeased. They stood close together with their necks pressed
down as it were due to the weight of shame.

41. Then the Three-eyed Lord passed his eyes towards
the Discus-bearing Lord. Before Sarvajna (Omniscient Siva),
the magnanimous Hari did not say anything. )

42.  1sa who had already heard from Garuda the activities
of Ganesa and Sarngin became mentally pleased, and did not
say anything.

43-44. In the meantime five divine cows came there from
Goloka, namely Sunanda, Sumanah, Susila, Surabhi and Kapila
the fifth one, the destroyer of all masses of sins. Due to the
fondling glance of Bharga (S‘iva) their udders flowed.

45. (Like) clouds, their udders showered continuous and
unbroken streams of milk till a whirlpool formed itself there.
46. It was perceived by the attendants like a second Ocean

of Milk. With the presence of the Lord of Devas that became
a great Tirtha.

47. Mahesvara named it Kapila Hrada (‘Pool of Kapila’).
Thereafter at the behest of the Lord all the heaven-dwellers
took their holy ablution there.

48. Thereupon, the divine grandfathers emerged from
the Tirtha. On seeing them all the Suras joyously offered
libatjons.

49.  The divine grandfathers such as Agnisvattas, Barhisads,
Ajyapas and Somapas as well as others became propitiated.
They prayed to Sambhu:

50-hla. “O Lord of Devas, O Lord of the universe, O bestower
of freedom from fear unto the devotees! We had everlasting
contentment in this Tirtha due to your vicinity. Hence, O
Sambhu, grant us a boon with a delighted mind.”

51b-52. On hearing the words of the divine ancestors, Sarva,
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the Bull-emblemed Lord, said these words with great satisfac-
tion to all the Pitrs, even as all the Devas were listening:

The Lord of Devas sad:

53-H4. Listen, O Visnu of mighty arms; listen you, O Pitamaha.
If in this Kapila Tirtha filled with the milk of Kapila (and other
cows) devotees offer riceballs with great faith as Sraddha offerings,
their ancestors will be pleased at my behest.

55 I shall speak another extremely satisfying thing. The
Sriddha offered here when Monday and new-moon day coin-
cide, 1s everlasting in its bencfit

56. During Samvarta period (i.c. ‘annihilation of all cre-
ated beings’) all waters and water reservoirs dry up and perish;
but the Sraddha performed here during the new-moon-Mon-
day conjunction is never wasted.

57 If a Sraddha can be performed here in the Kapiladhara
Tirtha during new-moon-Monday conjunction, of what avail is
Gaya and Puskara?

Hha&. Where you are, O Gadadhara, O Pitamaha, where you
too are and where [ the bull-emblemed one am, there certainly
is the river Phalgu (the river i Gaya).

59 All those Tirthas, stationed in heaven, firmament and
carth will reside here on a day when new-moon coincides with
Monday.

60. What is obtained through performing Sraddha at the
time of eclipses in Kuruksetra, Naimisa and the confluence of
Ganga and the ocean can be obtained in the Tiitha of
Vrsabhadhvaja.

61-64 O divine grandfathers, I shall tell you all the names
of the Tirtha. They are the bestowers of satisfaction on you all.

At first this Puskarini is remembered as (1) Madhusrava.
Thereafter it should be known as (2) Krtakrtya, then
(3) Ksiraniradhi, (4) Vrsabhadhvaja Tirtha, (5) Pitamaha Tirtha,
(6) Gadadhara Tirtha, (7) Pitr Tirtha, (8) Kapiladhara,
(9) Sudhakhani, and (10) Sivagayé. Thus this auspicious Tirtha
is known by ten names.

65. O grandfathers, these are the ten names of this Tirtha.
Even without Sraddhas and libations they bring in satisfaction

unto you all.
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66. Those who are desirous of the satisfaction of the Pitrs,
should feed Brahmanas at the time of the conjunction of the
sun and the moon (new-moon day). Their Sriddha is infinite
(in fruit).

67. If a devotee makes gifts of auspicious Kapila (tawny)
cows at the time of Sraddha for the satisfaction of the Pitrs,
the ancestors shall stay on the shores of the Milk Ocean.

68. If Visotsarga (setting free a young bull to roam at
will) is performed in this Tirtha of Vrsabhadhvaja, the Pitrs
will be propitiated as though through the Purodasa (oblations)
in horse-sacrifices.

69. O grandfathers, through Sraddhas m the Kapiladharika
Tirtha on a new-moon day coinciding with a Monday, the merit
is eight tmes that performed at Gaya.

70. Those who become dead thirough abortion and those
who die before teeth are cut, become redeemed through the
Kapiladharika Tirtha.

71. Balls of rice offered here for the redemption of (those
who die) before the investiture with the sacred thread and
before marriage, become everlasting

72.  In the Kapiladharika Tirtha, all these become satis-
lied: those who die on being burnt by fire (accidental) and
those who are not cremated in fire.

73. Those who were denied religious funeral rites and
(the requisite) sixteen Sraddhas get satisfaction by offering
oblation at Ghrtakulya (i.e. Krtakrtya)

74. If libations are offered in Madhusrava all these derive
satisfaction: those who die without male issues or heir for offering
libations.

75. To those who meet with unnatural death or are killed
by thieves, through lightning strokes or by drowning in water
Sraddha can be offered here and that yields good goal.

76. Those who commit misdeeds and commit suicide also
derive satisfaction (of redemption) through balls of rice of-
fered at Sivagaya.

77.  The balls of rice offered here to the dead ancestors
of father’s Gotra and mother’s side, shall become the yielders
of everlasting satisfaction.

78.  If libations are offered at Vrsabhadhvaja Tirtha, those
who die among the relatives on wife’s side or on friend’s side
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also derive satisfaction.

79. Whether the dead ones belong to the families of
Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaidyas, Siidras or Antyajas, if their names
are uttered and offerings are made, they beconfe redeemed.

80 Through offering libations in the Kapiladharika Tirtha
all these are lifted to higher status: those who die during trans-
migration among brutes or those who become ghosts and vampires.

81. [f libations are offered in Madhusravas, the Pitrs who
are reborn among men in the mortal world become celestial
beings

82. It libations are offered in the Vrsabhadhvaja Tirtha,
those Pitrs who, through Punyas, have gone to the celestial
world and assumed the form of Devas, go to Brahmaloka.

83.  This Tirtha is full of milk in Krtayuga; full of honey
in Treta, full of ghee in Dvapara and full of water in Kali age.

84-86.  This Tirtha should be known as auspicious though
it i1s beyond the frontiers. Within Varanasi this is very excellent
due to my close presence. Since my banner with the emblem
of a bull was observed by the men staying in Kasi, O grand-
fathers, 1 shall stay here under the name of Vrsabhadhvaja in
the company of Pitamaha (Brahma), Gadadhara, Ravi and the
attendants for your satisfaction, ) grandfathers.

87. Even as, with these words, the Bull-bannered Lord
was granting boons to the grandfathers, Nandin came there,
bowed down to the Lord and submitted:

Nandikesvara said:

88-94.  The chariot has been kept ready. May the victory
procession start. There are eight lions there (i.e. Mulaprakrti
and the seven Tattvas beginning with Mahat). There are eight
splendid bulls (eight Dhatus—constituents ot the body). Eight
elephants (those of the quarters) shine there. There are eight
fast horses (Citta, Aharhkara, Buddhi and five sense-organs).
The controlling mind with whip in hand is seated there. The
chariot poles are Ganga and Yamuna. Mornings and evenings
are the two wheels presided over by Pavana (Wind-god). The
clean umbrella is the region of heaven. Clusters of stars constitute
the nails. Serpents are the binding cords. Srutis are the path-
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finders. Smrtis are the protecting chariot-fenders. Daksina is
the firm yoke. Makhas (Sacrifices) are the guards. Pranava is
the seat. Gayatri is the footstool. The Vyahrtis with the ancillaries
are the series of steps. The Sun and the Moon are the per-
pctual gatekeepers. Agni is the snout-like projection, shaped
like an alligator. Moonlight constitutes the chariot-ground.
Mahameru is the flagstatt. The lustre of the Sun is the banner.
The Goddess of Speech herself is the holder of chariot.

Skanda said:

95-98. The Lord of Devas, the Consort of Uma, was informed
thus by Sailadi (Nandikesvara). The cight divine Mothers performed
the Nirajana rite Thereupon the Pinaka-wielding l.ord stood
up supported by the hands of Sarngin (Visnu). The sound of
the divine musical instruments filled the space between heaven
and earth It was heightened by the Caranas who sang auspicious
songs. The quarters became deafened by that divine sound. As
though summoned by it, the residents of all the worlds around
came there.

99. The Devas were thirty-three crores in number; the
Ganas were one crore and two hundred thousand; there were
nine crores of Camundas and one crore Bhairavis.

100.  Fight crores of highly powerful followers of mine came
there; they were six-faced, Kumiaras and peacock-vehicled.

101.  Seven crores of elephant-faced gods with huge bellies
came there in great speed. Wielding shining axes in their hands,
they are reputed to be obstacles unto obstacles.

102. Eighty-six thousand sages expounding the Vedas came
there. There were as many householders too.

103. There were three crores of serpents residing in the
nether regions; two crores of cach of these—the Danavas and
the Daityas of auspicious souls.

104. There were eight million Gandharvas; Yaksas and Raksasas
were half a crore (five million). Vidyadharas were two million
and one hundred thousand.

105. There were sixty thousand celestial damsels of great
splendour, eight hundred thousand Gomatrs (Cow-mothers)
and six hundred thousand Suparnas.

106. The seven Oceans came there proffering different
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kinds of jewels. There were fifty-three thousand Rivers.

107. Eight thousand Mountains, three hundred Vanaspatis
(varieties of trees and herbs) and eight Diggajass(elephants
supporting the quaiters) came to the place where the Pinaka-
yielding Lord was present.

108.  Accompanied by these and eulogized everywhere there
the contented Lord Srikantha rode in the chariot and entered
the auspicious Kasi.

109.  Accompanied by the Daughter of Lord of Mountains,
the Three-eyed Lord, the abode of joys, the mine of bliss saw
Kasi which is far better than even heaven.

Skanda saud:

110. By listening to this meritorious narrative that destroys
the sins of ten million births, by reading it and by making it
read (by others) one shall attain identity with Siva,

111.  Particularly during the Sraddha period this should be
assiduously read. That Sraddha shall be everlasting and ex-
tremely pleasing to the Pitrs,

112, By reading the greatness of Vrsabhadhvaja (Tirtha)
in the presence of Siva everyday for a year, a man without a
son will beget a son.

113. The story of the grand entry into Kasi of Visvesvara
that has been narrated is certainly the seed of the bulbous root
of great bliss.

114.  After joyously reading this narrative one should enter
a new house. There 1s no doubt in this that he will be the
enjoyer of every kind of happiness.

115. This excellent narrative causes delight unto the three
worlds. Merely by listening to this Visvesvara becomes pleased.

116. Since the Lord had the great acquisition of what was
unobtainable, the narrative named Kasipravesa is an excellent
Japya (holy text to be recited).
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CHAPTER SIXTYTHREFE
The Story of Jyesthesa

Agastya said:

1. O Slayer of Tiraka, tell me what was done by Puran
(Siva) after seeing Kasi that gives delight to the eyes and was
attained as fulfilment of his highly cherished desires.

Skanda said:

2. O husband of a chaste lady (Lopamudra), O Agastya,
listen, I shall tell you everything in full. Kasi was made a guest
of his vision (i.e. attained) with great eagerness by the Moon-
crested Lord.

3. Thercalter, Jaigisavya, an excellent sage, was seen living
within a cave by Lord Saravajia (Siva) whose mind is very
affectionate towards his devotees.

4-5.  Ever since the day Rudra set out to the Mandara mountain
riding on the Lord of Bulls along with the Daughter of the
Mountain, O Pot-born One, the blessed Jaigisavya of great intellect
took a firm resolve:

6. ‘T shall take in even a drop ol water only when I shall
be able to sce the louts-like feet of the Thice-eyed Lord.”
7. O sage, perhaps due to his Yogic Dharana power or

due to Sambhu’s grace, Yogi Jaigisavya managed to survive
without eating and without drinking.

8. None else but only Sambhu knew this fact. For the
same reason as soon as he returned from that place (Mandara),
the Lord of Pramathas came there at the outset.

9. Hence men should perform great religious festival
there on the fourtcenth day in the bright half of the month
of Jyestha or when Monday comncides with Anuradha Star.

10.  Therefore, that spot in Kasi became a very important
place of pilgrimage according merit. There the Linga named
Jyesthesvara manifested itself.

11.  Just as darkness vanishes as soon as the Sun rises, so
sin incurred in the course of a hundred births is destroyed
instantaneously as soon as the Linga is seen by men.

12.  If a man takes his holy bath in Jyesthavapi, offers libations
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to the ancestors and visits Jyesthesvara, he is not reborn on the
earth thereafter.

13.  There very near Jyesthesvara Gauri who bestows all

- . 3 -

spiritual powers all-round, appeared as Jyestha and Srestha.
14. For the sake of increase in wealth, a great festival

should be celebrated there on the eighth day in the bright half
of the month of Jyestha and the devotees should keep awake

during the night.
15, A woman who plunges herself into the Jyesthavipi

and bows down to Jyestha Gauri shall enjoy conjugal bliss and

great lortune.
16.  Since Sambhu himself made his stay there at that

spot, the great Linga there became well-known thereafter as
Nivasésa.

17. By resorting to Nivase§vara Linga riches of all kinds
abide in the house at every step.

1R After performing Sraddha in accordance with the
injunctions n Jyestha Sthana, a most excellent man gives ex-
cellent satisfaction to the Pitrs.

19. By making many gifts in accordance with his capacity
in the Jyestha Tirtha in Kasi. a man attains excellent heaven
and salvation as well.

20. At the outset, Jyesthesvara should be worshipped in
Kasi by men who seek welfare. Then Jyestha Gaurt should be
worshipped by men who desire to attain the state of being the

most excellent one among all.
21. Thereatter, calling Nandin, Dhurjati, the storehouse
of mercy, spoke these words even as all the Devas were listen-
Y. 5

ing:

Isvara said:

22. O son of Silida, there is a beautiful cave here: you
enter it quickly; therein stays my devotee, Sage Jaigisavya.
23 He practises great observances and restraints. Only

the skin, bones and sinews are left of him. Fetch unto me my
devotee, steadfast in his resolve to see me.

24. Ever since 1 left Kasi and went to Mandara, a most
beautiful (mountain), he has observed great restraints and has

stopped taking in food.
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25. Take this toy-lotus which will nourish him like nectar.
Touch his limbs with this which will cause excellent nourishment.

26.  Thereupon, Nandin took that toy-lotus of the Lord,
bowed down to the Lord of the chiefs of Devas and entered
the deep cave.

217. On seeing him with his mind fixed in the Dharana
state and the limbs dried up in the fire of austerities, Nandin
touched him with the lotus.

28. At the very touch of that lotus, that eminent Yogin
became happy and fresh like a frog in a crevice at the end of
summer, due to the association (touch) of rain.

29. Then Nandin immediately took the great sage with
him, bowed down in front of the Lord ot Devas and made him
(the sage) fall at his feet.

30.  Seeing Sankara in front, Jaigisavya became bewildered.
He bowed down to the Lord with the Daughter of the Moun-
tain resting on his left side.

31. After prostrating himself like a log of wood on the
ground and rolling round, the sage eulogized the moon-crested
[.ord with great devotion.

Jaigisavya said:

(Prayer by Jaigisavya)

32. Obeisance to Siva, the quiescent, omniscient Lord of
auspicious soul, the bulbous root (concentrated form) of the
bliss of the universe, the cause of supreme delight!

33. (Obeisance) to the Lord endowed with form, without
form and having different forms; to the three-cyed Lord eulogized
by Vidhi (Brahma) and Visnu; to the cause of extreme bless-
edness.

34. Obeisance to you, the stationary one; obeisance to
you, the mobile one; obeisance to you, the soul of all. Hail to
you, the supreme soul!

35. Obeisance to the Lord covetable to the three worlds;
to the Lord who burned down the physical form of Kama;
obeisance to the Lord according special significance to things,
to the entire (creation); obeisance to you having Sesa as your
bracelet.
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36. Bow to you, O Srikantha; obeisance to you having
poison sticking to the throat; obeisance to the Lord whose feet
are venerable unto Vaikuntha (Visnu); obeisance to the Lord
of unobstructed prowess.

37.  Obeisance to the Lord half of whose body is taken
over by Sakti; obeisance to the Lord without physical form; to
the Lord having excellent physical form; to the lord who prevents
further acquisition of a body by an embodied soul when bowed
down to cven once.

38. Obersance to the Lord identified with Kala (Time);
to Kalakala (‘Slaver of god of Death’); to the Lord who de-
voured the poison Kalakita; to the Lord having serpents for
the sacred thread; to the Lord wearing serpents as ornaments.

39. Obeisance to you, O Khandaparasu (givu); obeisance
to the lLord wearing (on his head) the crescent moon; to the
Lord who dispels the misery of everyone; to the Lord equipped
with sword and shield.

4() Obecisance to the Lord sung about by Devas; to the
Lord having the waves of Ganga serving the purpose of a garland;
to the consort of Gaurt; to the Lord of the mountan; to Ginsa;
to the begetter of Guha.

41 Obeisance to the Lord having the crescent moon for
his excellent ornament; to the Lord having the moon, the sun
and fire as eyes; obeisance to you, O Lord with hides lor robes;
obersance to you the quarters-clad (nude one).

42, To the Lord of the universe, to the clderly one, to
vou the dispeller of birth and old age; obersance to the enlivener;
obeisance to you, the dispeller of the sins of those who mutter
prayers repeatedly

43. Obeisance to the Lord holding the Damaru (a hand-
drum) i his hands; obersance to you having the bow in the
hand; obersance to you the threc-eyed one; obeisance to you,
the eye of the universe.

44. Obeisance to the Lord holding the trident, O holder
of Ganga of the triple streamn (flowing through three worlds);
to the over-lord of the heaven, praised in all the threc Vedas.

45. (Obeisance) to the Lord identifiecd with the three
Vedas; to the satisfied one; to the bestower of satisfaction on
the devotees. Obeisance to you, the initiated one; obeisance
to you, the Lord of Devas.
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46. Obeisance to you, the Lord who have taken away all
the sins completely; to the long-visioned one; to the Lord staying
far off; to the Lord difficult of access; to the destroyer of
defects.

47. O lord, O holder of the digits of the moon; to the
Lord accessible only to those who are free from defects; obeisance
to you, O Dhirjati, O Lord fond of Dhattiira flowers.

48. Obeisance to the intelligent one, the righteous one;
obeisance to you, the protector of piety. O blue-throated Lord,
obeisance to you; obeisance to you of red-blue complexion.

49. O Lord who fill with (endow with) prosperity and
abundance of the three worlds, those who merely remember
your names; obeisance to the Lord of Pramathas; to the Lord
holding the Pinaka in the raised hand.

50. Obeisance to the Lord of Pasus (individual souls); to
the Lord releasing the souls from bondage; to the Lord removing
great sins even when only the names are uttered.

51. (Obeisance) to the Lord beyond the Para (Unmanifest);
to the Lord who redeems persons; to the Lord beyond cause
and effect. Obeisance to the Lord whose acts are beyond
comprehension; to the Lord whose stories are very sacred.

52. Obeisance to Vamadeva; to the Lord half of whose
body is female; to the Lord moving about on a bull; obeisance
to Bharga; to Bhima and to the remover of the fear of those
who bow down.

53. Obeisance to Bhava; to the destroyer of worldly exist-
ence; obeisance to the Lord of living beings. O great Lord,
obeisance to you; O Mahesa, O Lord of splendours.

54. Obeisance to the consort of Mrdani; obeisance to you,
the conqueror of Death; obeisance to you, the destroyer of
(Daksa’s) sacrifice; to the Lord of whom the king of Yaksas is
a favourite.

55. To the performer of Yajiia; to the bestower of the
fruit of Yajiias; obeisance to Rudra; to the Lord of Rudras; to
the Lord who rejects despicable cooked food; to you, O bestower
of fortune.

56.  Obeisance to the trident-bearing Lord; to the perma-
nent lord; to the Lord moving about in the cremation ground;
to the lover of Siva; obeisance to Sarva, the omniscient one.

57. Obeisances to Hara, forbearance incarnate, O forgiver;
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to you identified with Ksetrajfia (individual soul); to one who
is powerful; to the destroyer of Ksiti (Earth); obeisance to you,
fair-complexioned as milk.

58. Obeisance to you, O slayer of Andhaka; to the Lord
devoid of beginning and end; to the sustainer of the earth; to
Isa who is eulogized by Indra and Upendra (Visnu).

59. Obeisance to the lover of Uma; obeisance to you, O
Ugra (fierce one); to Urdhvaretas (of sublimated sexual urge
i.e. who have controlled sexual energy); to the Lord having a
single form; to the single one, whose form is great prosperity.

60. Obeisance to you of infinite capacity for action. Obei-
sance to the consort of Ambika. You are Omkara, Vasatkara
and you alone are the three worlds, viz. Bhiith, Bhuvah and
Svah.

61. O Lord of Uma, you are all that exist here, visible or
invisible. I do not know how to pray; you alone are one who
enables the eulogizer to pray.

62. You are the person to be addressed; you are the speaker;
you alone are the speech; I bow down to you, O Mahadeva; I
do not know anyone else; O Mahesvara, I do not eulogize
anyone else.

63. O Consort of Gauri, I do not bow down to anyone
else; O Siva, I do not utter anyone else’s name; I am dumb in
regard to the expression of another’s name; I am deaf is respect
to listening to another’s story.

64. I am lame in regard to the act of approaching an-
other (god) and blind in looking up to anyone else. You are
the only lord; you are the only creator.

65.  You alone are the protector and the annihilator. Diversity
is a misconception of the ignorant. Hence you alone are the
refuge more and more, again and again.

66-67. O Mahesvara, lift me up drowning in the ocean of
worldly existence.

After eulogizing Mahesana thus, Jaigisavya, the great sage,
kept quiet before Sthinu (Siva) like a pillar.

On hearing this prayer of the sage, the Lord adorned with
the moon, became delighted and said to the sage, “Ask for a
boon.”
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Jaigisavya said:

68. If the Lord of Devas is pleased, O Lord of Bhavani,
O bestower of the remote (inaccessible) status (Moksa), let me

not be far off from your lotus-like feet. *
69. O Lord, this is another boon which should be given

without hesitation: May there be your presence in the Linga
installed by me.

Isvara said:

70. O blessed Jaigisavya, O sinless one, may everything
mentioned by you take place. Further, I shall grant you another

desirable boon.
71.  The Yogasastra that will facilitate the achievement of

salvation is passed on to you. You will be the foremost Yogacarya

among all Yogins.
72. O ascetic, with my favour, you will understand cor-

rectly the secret of Yogavidya whereby you will attain salvation.
73.  You will be my devotee devoid of old age and death

like Nandin, Bhrngin and Somanandin.
74. There are many Vratas; there are many varieties of

holy observances and restraints. There are many kinds of aus-

terities and there are many types of Danas.
75.  There are many ways of attaining the good and destroying
sins. But greater than everything else is the holy observance

practised by you.
76.  This is the greatest holy observance that food is taken

in only after seeing me. If anything is eaten without seeing and

visiting me, it means only consumption of sin.
77. He who takes in leaves, fruits or flowers without wor-

shipping (me) shall become deluded with the regular intake
of semen (as food) for twenty-one births.

78.  Other Niyamas and Yamas do not deserve even a six-
teenth part of the great holy observance practised by you.
79. Henceforth you will be near the feet of mine in every

respect forever. Hence there itself you will certainly attain the

glory of ultilnate salvation.
80. The Linga named Jaigisavyesvara in Kasi shall be the
most precious of all. There is no doubt in this that after serving

(that Linga) for three years one will attain Yoga.
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81.  With my blessings, a devotee eagerly engaged in prac-
tising Yoga after entering the cave of Jaigisavya, shall attain the
desired fulfilment within six months.

82. This Linnga of yours should be assiduously worshipped
and the beautiful cave should be visited by devotees who desire
the greatest achievement.

83. Hence in this Jyesthesvara Ksetra, your Linga that
yields all spiritual powers will, on being seen, touched and
worshipped, destroy masses of sins.

84. If Sivayogins are fed in this Jyesthesvara Ksetra the
benefit thereof shall be that of feeding ten millions for each
one (of the Yogins so fed).

85. Jaigisavyesvara Linga should be assiduously guarded,
especially in the Kali age, from those of perverted intellect.

86. O ascetic, I shall make my presence felt in this Linga
forever, in order to bestow Yogic powers on the aspirants.

87.. Listen, O blessed Jaigisavya, I shall grant another boon.
The prayer composed and recited by you will be highly con-
ducive to the achievement of Yogic power.

88. It will subdue great sins; it will increase great merits;
it will suppress all great fears; it will increase great devotion.

89-91. Nothing is impossible to attain through the recita-
tion of this prayer. Hence it should be assiduously recited by
excellent aspirants.

After granting this boon to him, the smiling destroyer of
Kima turned towards the Brahmanas residing in the holy spot
who had assembled there.

Skanda said:

By listening to this unparalleled narrative assiduously a sensible
man becomes free from sins. That man is never tormented by
calamities.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



1V.ii.64.1-11 139

CHAPTER SIXTYFOUR
The Secret of Jyesthesvara

Agastya said:

1-2. O Six-faced One, what did the Brahmanas say on see-
ing Sambhu? Tell me also what different Lingas are there.
What miracle happened in the highly meritorious holy spot
Jyesthasthana much appreciated by the Lord of the Devas? Tell
me, O Six-faced One.

Skanda replied:

3. Listen, O Agastya. I shall tell you what has been asked
by you. In deference to Brahma, the Lord went to Mountain
Mandara.

4. Then those Brihmanas, the sinless Sannyasins of the
holy spot (compelled to) desist from accepting monetary gifts,
became bereft of support.

5. They sustained themselves with bulbous roots etc. Dig-
ging incessantly the ground with the tips of thick sticks, they
created a beautiful pond named Dandakhata.

6. Around that holy Tirtha, they installed many great Lirigas.
Eager to propitiate Mahesa, they assiduously performed pen-
ance.

7. Always smeared with holy ash and wearing Rudriksa,
they were ever engaged in the adoration of Lingas. They regu-
larly repeated the Satarudriya passages also.

8. O sage, when they heard of the return of the Lord of
Devas, though they were lean due to austerities, they became
filled with pleasure.

9. Five thousand Brahmanas who were practising severe
austerities, came from Dandakhata, the great Tirtha, for the
vision of the Lord.

10. From the holy spot named Mandakini Tirtha the
Brahmanas engaged in Pasupata Vrata, solely propitiating Siva,
came there in a body numbering ten thousand.

11. Ten thousand three hundred sages reached there from
Harhsa Tirtha. One thousand two hundred came from the Tirtha

of Durvasas.
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19,  Six thousand Brihmanas came from Matsyodari; seven
hundred came from Kapalamocana.
13. One thousand two hundred came from the Tirtha

named Rnamocana. O sage, five thousand came frfom Vaitarani.
14.  From the holy pit named Prthiuidaka caused to be dug
by King Prthu, one thousand three hundred Brahmanas set

off.
15. From the holy pit named after the celestial damsel

Menaka, two hundred came. From Urvasi Kunda one thousand

two hundred came.
16. Similarly from Airavata Kunda three hundred Brahmanas

came. From Gandharvapsaras Tirtha, nine hundred Brahmanas

came.

17.  From Vrsesa Tirtha, three hundred ninety came. From
Yaksini Kunda came one thousand three hundred.

18. From Laksmi Tirtha came one thousand six hun-
dred. Seven thousand excellent Brahmanas came from
Pisacamocana.

19. From Pitr Kunda, a few more than a hundred came;

From Dhruva Tirtha, six hundred; five hundred from Manasa
Saras.

20. Fromn Vasukihrada ten thousand Brahmanas came. Simi-
larly tfrom Janaki Kunda eight hundred Brahmanas came to see

the Lord.
21. They all came to the Lord of Kisi, the bestower of

supreme bliss. Similarly from Gautama Kunda nine hundred
Brahmanas came.

22. From the Durgatisarhhartr Tirtha one thousand one
hundred Brahmanas came there to see the Lord, Consort of
Uma.

23. O Pot-born One, the Brahmanas residing on the banks
of Ganga from the confluence of Asi till the Sangamesvara

Tirtha, came there.
24. Eighteen thousand five hundred fifty-five Brahmanas

came there from the banks of Ganga.

25-26.  With auspicious Suktas (hymns) Sambhu was eulo-
gized by the Brahmanas shouting slogans of victory. They had
wet rice-grains and Durva grass, flowers and fruits and garlands
of fragrant flowers in their hands. He was bowed down to
repeatedly. After granting them freedom from fear, Sammbhu
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gladly enquired after their welfare.

27. Thereafter with the hands joined in reverence, the
Brahmanas said: “O Lord, to us the residents of the holy spot,
there is always increase in happiness and welfare.

28.  Particularly you have been made visible to our eyes,
you whose real form even the Srutis did not know really.

29-30. Those who are averse to your holy spot will not
have happiness at any time. All the fourteen worlds will always
turn away their faces from them. O Lord who have serpents
as bracelets, if Kasi is always in the hearts of people, the poison
of the serpent of worldly existence will not be effective in
regard to them anywhere.

31.  The two-syllabled Mantra KA-SI is the jewel which de-
stroys rebirth (i.e. leads to Moksa). How can then be the negation
of welfare, if it is retained in the throat?

32. He who always drinks the nectar in the form of the
two-syllables KA-SI, gives up (six) changes such as old age and
becomes immortal and liberated.

33.  He by whom the pair of syllables acting as nectar unto
the ears, namely, KA-S7 has been heard never hears the story
arising from conception.

34. If the dust of Kasi, being wafted by the wind, were to
fall on a head, that head becomes characterised by the digit
of the moon, O Moon-crested Lord.

35.  Even if casually, Anandakanana were to come within
the range of the vision of people, they are not reborn here
(and hence) they never see the cremation ground.

36. If anyone were to repeat this great Mantra, namely
Kasi, while moving about, standing, sleeping or walking, he
becomes free from fear.

37. If the two Bijaksaras Ka-si (KA is the Bija of Kima and
SA is the Bija of Sri) were to be retained in the heart, all the
Karmabijas (seeds of Karmas) become ineffective in regard to
him.

38. If anyone were to die muttering Kasi-Kasi-Kasi even
while staying elsewhere, salvation shines in front of him.

39. This Kasi is weal incarnate. O Bhava, you are the weal
in person. The triple stream Ganga is the form of weal. This
triad of weal exists nowhere else.”

40. On hearing these words fully expressive of devotion
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to the holy spot from the Brahmanas, Hara, the lover of the
Daughter of the Mountain, became highly pleased.

4]. The Lord, delighted within, said: “Blessed are you, O
excellent Brahmanas, since you have such a devotion to my
holy place of excessive sanctity.

42. I know that you have all become fully endowed with
Sattva Guna by resorting to this holy spot, free from Rajas and
Temas and hence capable of crossing the ocean of worldly
existence.

43. Those who are devotees of Varanasi are certainly my
devotees. They are certainly living-liberated ones, the objects
of the benign glances of the glory of salvation.

44. Those by whom the meanest of creatures stationed in
Kasi, has been antagonized, have actually antagonized the entire
earth along with me.

45. He who rejoices on hearing the eulogy of Varanasi
has actually congratulated joyously the entire cosmic egg.

46. Those men who reside in this Anandakinana are free
from sins. They will reside within my mind.

47.  Those who stay in my holy spot and do devotional acts
unto me, those who bear the distinguishing marks of my devotees,
only to them do I impart the means of salvation.

48. I do not impart to them (salvation), to those who
neither stay here, nor are devoted unto me, nor bear the sig-
nificant marks.

49, If Kasi, the city of salvation, shines in the hearts of
people, they shine before me and are enveloped by the glory
of salvation.

50. Those to whom this Kasi, the glory of salvation, does
not appeal are undoubtedly fallen ones, inferior to those who
desire the glory of heavenly pleasures.

51.  The four aims of life of those who eagerly wish for
Kasi, shall stand in front of them like servants, O Brihmanas,
with my favour.

52. I am the blazing fire of forest in the Anandakinana
here. I burn down the seeds of Karmas of the creatures; I do
not let them grow.

53. One should always stay in Kiéi. I should be adored
assiduously. Kali and Kila should be overcome. The lady Mukti
(Salvation) should be enjoyed.
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54. Even after reaching Kisi, a man of evil intellect, who
does not serve me properly (will find) that the glory of salva-
tion though within the grasp of his hands, perishes quickly.

55.  Blessed are you Brahmanas, residents of Kisi, noted
prominently for devotion. I am not far from your thoughts nor
is so Kasika.

56. What boon should be given to you here? Choose it
from me as you please, since you, the Sannyasins of the holy
spot, are my favourites.

57. On imbibing the nectar emanating from the ocean of
milk of the mouth of Mahesiana, all the Brahmanas became
satisfied. They chose an excellent boon.

The Brahmanas said:

58. O omniscient Mahesiana, consort of Uma, this is our
boon. Kaséi, the dispeller of the distress of the worldly exist-
ence, should never be abandoned by you.

59. In view of the prayer of the Brahmanas let not any
curse pronounced by anyone be an obstacles unto salvation, at
any time; let is not be effective in Kasi.

60. Let our devotion to the pair of your lotus-like feet be
unaffected by the opposing pairs of entities. Let our stay in

Kasi be continuous till death.
61. Of what avail is another boon. This boon itself should

be given to us. But, note, O Slayer of Andhaka, still we shall
choose another boon.

62.  Let there be your presence in the Lingas as your rep-
resentation installed by us, purified by the devotion unto you.

63. On hearing these utterances of those Brahmanas the
Pindka-wielding Lord said: “So be it”: and another boon was
also granted, namely “You will be endowed with knowledge.”

64. The Lord of Devas said further: “O Brahmanas, listen.
I shall tell you what is beneficial to you. Let it be certainly
carried out. '

65. The north-flowing river (Ganga) should always be re-
sorted to. The Linga should be assiduously adored. Self-control,
offering gifts and compassion for others should be practised
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always by those who desire salvation.

66. This alone is mentioned as the secret of the inhabitants
of the holy spot. Thoughts for others’ welfare should be en-
tertained. Words caus:ing grief and affliction sheuld not be

uttered. -

67.  Sins should not be committed here by persons desir-
ous of eminence, since good and evil deeds committed here
are everlasting.

68. The sin committed elsewhere perishes in Kasi. The
sin committed in Varanasi perishes in Antargeha (Inner sanc-
tum Sanctorum of Kasi).

69. The sin committed in Antargeha causes Paisacya (state
of being a vampire) and downfall in hell. If the sin is commit-
ted outside, the attainment of vampirehood and hell goes away
(after entering Antargeha).

OR: If a man commits a sin within Antargrha and goes (out
of Varanasi), he gets the vampirehood and hell.

70. A Karma done in Kasi is not wiped off even in crores
of Kalpas, but to those who die here Rudrapisacatva happens
for thirty thousand (divine years).

71-72. If a person staying in Kasi is always engaged in
sinful activities, he attains the species of Pisacas continuing for
thirty thousand years. Thereafter he continues to stay here. He
will attain excellent knowledge. Therefore, when knowledge is
attained, he will attain perfect salvation.

73. In the case of those who commit sins here, but die
elsewhere, I shall tell you the goal reached by them. Listen,
O Brahmanas.

74. There are some Ganas of mine called Yamas. They
are ferocious and hideous in forms. At the outset they put evil-
doers of the holy spot in a crucible and blow.

75.  Thereafter, in rainy season they take the persons.of
evil action to the eastern marshy places rarely accessible (to
others). They then put them in the vast expanse of water.

76.  They are bitten day and night by winged leeches,
aquatic reptiles and mosquitoes that cannot be warded off.

77.  Thereafter in the season of winter, they are taken to
the Himalaya mountain. They deprived of food and clothing,
are subjected to great distress day and night.

78. Thereafter, in summer season, they are kept in desert
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