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SKANDA PURANA
BOOK IV: KASI-KHANDA

SECTION I: PURVARDHA

CHAPTER ONE
Increase in the Height of Vindhya'

Obeisance to Sri Ganesa

1. We meditate on that great Lord, the dear son of Mahesana
(Siva), the Lord of Ganas (the attendants Nandin, Bhrrgi etc.),
whose face resembles that of the leader of a herd of elephants
and who is free from ailments.

2. May that Kasi, the capital city of the enemy of Tripura,
protect the universe from ignorance and its consequences—
Kasi which is on the earth yet not on the ground (Kasi is
reputed to be held aloft on the tip of the trident of Siva),
which is far above heaven (in yielding everlasting happiness),
though staying below, which is bound to the earth but be-
stows liberation, wherein the creatures that meet death be-
come immortal and which is always served and attended upon
by the Suras on the banks of the river that sanctifies the three
worlds (i.e. Ganga).

3. Obeisance to that celebrated Lord of brilliance (the
Sun as well as the Absolute Being) around whom the Lords
of the three worlds (Brahma, Visnu and Siva) move under the
pretext of the three joints (dawn, midday and dusk) and carry
on their functions (of creation, sustenance and annihilation)
for ever.

4. The son of Satyavati, the composer of the eighteen Puranas,
recounted to Siuta this holy story that dispels sins.

1. Sage Agastya secems to be the first explorer of India to the south of
Vindhya. His crossing of the Vindhya mountain is described as the ‘subjuga-
tion’ of Vindhya. The first five chapters of Ki§i Khanda describe this achieve-
ment in mythological terms. This story occurs in Mbh, Vana, 104.12-18 and VR
3.11.85.
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2 Skanda Purana

Sri Vyasa said:

56. Once, Sage Narada possessing all Brahmanical powers,
took his bath in the sacred waters of Narmada and worshipped
Lord Omkara in the company of Gauri, who is the bestower
of everything on all embodied beings. While proceeding ahead,
he saw in'front of him Mountain Vindhya washed and sanctified
by the waters of Reva, dispelling all possible distresses (in the
physical body due to illness, or attack from other living beings
or divine intercession) of mundane existence.

Description of Vindhya'

7. By means of his two refulgent forms, that of the immo-
bile and that of the mobile (i.e., through precious stones found
therein and due to semi-divine beings residing there), he makes
Vasumati (the earth, possessor of treasure of Vasus i.e., gems,
fire, rays etc.) true to its name.

8. Through Rasalas (mangoes), it is the storehouse of
Rasa (juice); through Asoka trees it dispels Soka (grief); it
is brilliant all round with the trees like Tala, Tamala, Hintala
and Sala.

9. Due to arecanut trees (Khapura), it has (as if) the shape
of an ethereal city (Kha-jmra) with Sn-phala (Bilva) trees it
really bestows glory ($r) as its fruit (that is the mountain
appears extremely beautiful with Bilva trees).

Through Agaru (fragrant aloewood trees) it has great Sn
(brilliance or fragrance); through Kapitthas (wood-apple trees)
it has the tawny colour of a monkey.

10. It is charming to the mind through Lakuca (a kind
of bread-fruit tree) that has the shape of the breasts of sylvan
deities. It shines with plantain trees laden with nectar-like fruits.

11.  Itis like the dancing pavilion of Sri (Laksmi) through
orange trees of excellent hues. It abounds in Vaniras (reeds),
Janbiras (citrons) and Bijapuras (a variety of citron).

12. It appears to be performing Hallisaka (dance in which
a single man dances with many women) through the Kankola

1. VV 7-36 give a beautiful description of the Vindhya mountain. The
words used here are pregnant with double meaning and hence it is difficult
to comprehend their full implications.
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Iv.i.1.13-23 3

creepers tremulous in the wind. It is, as it were, an abode of
gentle, playful dance through the gentle, sportive movements
of the creeper Lavali.

13. It appears (as if) to beckon the weary travellers for
rest through the gestures of the gently moving leaves of
Karpurakadali (a variety of plantain).

14. It is like an excellent male elephant (or a powerful
man) that fondles the breast-like branches of Mallika (jasmine)
plant, through the sprouts of Punnaga tree that appear like
the smooth hands.

15. Through pomegranates burst open, it appears to re-
veal its heart full of love (red in colour). It appears to em-
brace the Madhavi creeper in the forest in the form of the
husband.

16. It seems that all around it, it holds millions of Cos-
mic Eggs through the lofty Udumbaras shining brilliantly with
infinite number of fruits in clusters, like Ananta (the infinite
one, supreme soul).

17. It is surrounded by Panasa (jackfruit) trees that re-
semble the noses of forest deities and Palasa trees appearing
like the nose of a parrot and forsaken by the leaves, because
it has (as if) eaten away the flesh of persons in separation.

18. It shines splendidly all around through the group of
Kadambaka trees that appear to be having the experience of
horripilation (due to annoyance) on seeing the Nipas calling
themselves Kadambakas.

19. It shines with Nameru trees having tops as lofty as
Meru, as well as Radjadana (Pnriyala) trees and Madana (Dhattura)
trees resembling abodes of lovers.

20. On every slope there are fascinating Vata trees and
thus the mountain appears to be surrounded by many lofty
tents. With the bunches (of flowers) of Kutaja tree, it shines
as though with cranes perched.

21.  With the trees Karamarda, Karira, Karasija and Karambaka,
it appears like one having a thousand hands, all raised aloft
by way of summoning (and receiving) suppliants.

22. With the lustrous Rajacampaka buds, it appears to
have the waving of lights. With the full-blown Salmali trees,
it possesses a lustre that far surpasses the lustre of a lotus lake.

23. It dazzles remarkably with tall Asvattha trees of tremulous
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4 Skanda Purana

leaves in some places; with golden Ketaka trees in some places
and with Krtamala and Naktamala trees in some places.

24. It remarkably shines with Karkandhus, Bandhujivas and
Putrajivas as well as Tinduka and Ingudi trees. With Karuna
trees it is like an abode of pity and sympathy (Karuna).

25. It appears to always adore Siva in the form of the
Earth-element (one of the eight forms of §iva) with the pearls
dropped from its own hand, through the Madhuka flowers
that drop down.

26. It appears to be fanned by the trees Sarja (Sala), Arjuna,
Afijana and Bija. It has held aloft an umbrella in the sky
apparently by means of coconut and date palm trees.

27-28. With lustrous Picumanda (Neem tree), Mandara, Kovidara,
Patala, Tintini, Ghonta, Sakhota and Karahdiaka too, it appears
to be raising aloft an umbrella in the sky.

With the different types of Sihunda, Eranda, Gudapuspa,
Bakula and Tilaka, it looks like one having his forehead marked
with Tilaka (ritualistic mark).

29.  Itshines remarkably with Aksa, Plaksa, Sallaki, Devadaru,
Haridruma (and trees, creepers always bearing fruits and flowers
such as), Sadaphala, Sadapuspa and other trees and creepers.

30. It is covered with the forests of cardamom, cloves,
pepper and Kulusijana. It is rendered colourful with Jambus,
Amratakas, Bhallata, Selu and Sriparni.

31. Itis charming by the forests of Szka (those with leaves
rough inside and smooth outside) and Sankha and it is em-
bellished by the forests of sandal, red sandal, Haritaki, Karnikara
and Dhatni.

32. It is covered with hundreds of vines of grapes, betel
and Kana. It is rendered fragrant through Mallika, Yuthika,
Kunda and Madayanti.

33. Itis embellished with Malati creepers surrounded by
swarms of whirling and hovering bees. Hence, it seems as
though Krsna has come himself in the guise of the bees in
order to have dalliance with the numerous cowherdesses.

34. It is full of different kinds of animals. Many kinds of
birds make it noisy. All round there are many rivers, lakes,
springs and puddles.

35. It seems occupied by different gods with a desire for
complete and all-round enjoyment. They have to come here
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IV.i.1.3648 5

after forsaking heavenly regions of insignificant lustre.

86. With leaves and flowers scattered all round, it ap-
pears to offer Arghya (to the venerable visitor). It seems to
welcome (him) from a distance through the cries of peacocks.

87. Then the Mountain too, from a distance, saw Narada
in the firmament. He had the refulgence of hundreds of suns.
His garments sparkled. The Mountain advanced forth to greet
him.

38. On seeing him arriving, his mental darkness (of ig-
norance) as well as the darkness of the caves got removed by
the brilliance of the body of the son of Brahma.

39. Though the Mountain was hard, he eschewed the
hardness (due to being rocky in nature); he assumed softness
because the sense of awe arose in him and due to the spiritual
splendour (of Narada) and because his activities were like
those of good people.

40. On seeing the softness (of the mountain) in its two
forms (that of the mobile as well as of the immobile) Narada
rejoiced much. The minds of good people can be captivated
through humility.

41.  On seeing a person coming towards his house, whether
he be important or unimportant, if an unimportant person
assumes modesty, he must be considered important. (All) important
persons are not (necessarily) important.

42. Though standing tall with lofty peaks, he (the Moun-
tain) bent down his head very low touching the ground. The
Mountain bowed down to the great sage.

43. (The sage) lifted him up with the tips of his hands
and offered his blessings to him. He took the seat offered by
him which was on a higher level than even that of his mind.

44. He (the Mountain) adored him (the sage) with Arghyas
(materials of adoration) having eight constituents, viz. curds,
honey, ghee, raw rice grains wet with water, Dirva grass, gingelly
seeds, Kusa grass and flowers.

45. The sage received the Arghya. The tired sage was ren-
dered free from fatigue (by the Mountain) by means of rub-
bing and pressing his feet and other services. On seeing the
sage relieved of fatigue, the humble Mountain spoke:

46-48. “The Rajas quality in me has been quickly removed
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6 Skanda Purana

today by the dust particles from your feet. The internal dark-
ness too (of ignorance) in me has been eradicated quickly by
the splendour of your physical body.

O sage, my prosperity has become fruitful today. This day
has been really a good day. The meritorious actions performed
before and the merits earned since long have borne fruit today.

My status of being a Dharadhara (mountain, the sustainer
of the earth) will be respected by mountains today.”

On hearing this, the sage heaved a sigh and sat back.

49.  With his mind overwhelmed by perturbation, the best
among Mountains said:

“O holy Brahmana well-versed in everything, tell me the
cause of your sigh.

50. Whatever is desired in the three worlds has not been
unobserved by you. If you have any sympathy for me, let it be
mentioned. I bow down to you.

51. My voice has been choked up with excessive delight
caused by your arrival. I cannot express myself eloquently. I
however would like to say one thing.

52.  The ability to sustain the earth is described by earlier
persons in regard to Meru and other (mountains) due to their
being in a group. As for me, I sustain the earth singly.

53. Himavan is solely honoured by good people because
he happens to be the father of Gauri, the first Lord of mountains
and a kinsman of Pasupati (Lord Siva).

54. Meru is not considered to be worthy of the highest
honour anywhere (in any respect) by me, (although) he is full
of gold or because his ridges contain precious stones or be-
cause he is the abode of Suras.

55.  Aren’t there hundreds of mountains capable of sportively
supporting the earth? They are honoured by good people but
they are honoured only in their own regions.

56. The (honour) of the Udaya Mountain (Eastern Moun-
tain) is solely dependent on his sympathy for Mandeha de-
mons who have doubts about their bodies'. The Nisadha Mountain
does not have medicinal herbs. The Asta (Western) Mountain
has his lustre bedimmed.

1. They die at night but are revived in the Udaya Mountain the next
morning (Vispu Purana).
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IV.i.1.57-68 7

57. The Nila Mountain is the abode of blueness (dark-
ness); Mandara has feeble light and brilliance; the Malaya
Mountain is the abode of serpents and Raivata is not aware
of wealth.

58. Hemakita, Trikiita and others have the word Kiuta
(fraud, deception) in the second half (of their names). Kiskindha,
Krauiica, Sahya and others cannot bear the burden of the
earth (because they are insignificant).”

59-61a. On hearing these words of Vindhya, Narada thought
within himself: ‘Being puffed up with too much of pride is not
conducive to (real) greatness. Are not there mountains here,
the chief of whom is Srisaila? Are not they spotlessly glorious?
The very sight of their peaks leads to the liberation of good
people. His intrinsic strength must be seen.’

61b-63. After thinking thus the sage spoke: “While point-
ing out the capacities of (various) mountains you have spoken
the truth.

The leading mountain Meru disparages you much among
the mountains. Why I heaved a sigh has been now mentioned
to you. Or why should we Mahatmans (those whose souls dwell
on the great Absolute) worry about these things? Hail unto
you.” After saying this, he went along the aerial path.

64. After the departure of the sage, Vindhya became much
depressed in mind and censured himself. His desire having
become futile, his anxiety increased.

Vindhya said:

65. Fie upon the life of one devoid of the knowledge of
scriptures and arts! Fie upon the life of one not exerting himself
adequately! Fie upon the life of one defeated by kinsmen! Fie
upon the life of one whose desire has become futile!

66. How can he who is surpassed by an enemy eat food
in the day-time? How does he get sleep at night? How can he
have (sexual) pleasure in privacy?

67. The distress of forest fire does not affect me as much
as the continuity of worried thoughts and painful experiences.

68. It has been aptly mentioned by those conversant with
the past (or Puranas) that the nature of anxiety (anxious thoughts)
is extremely terrible. It does not subside through -medicines,
observance of fasts or other means.
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8 Skanda Purana

69. The fever of anxiety deprives one of hunger, sleep,
strength, beauteous form, enthusiasm, intellect and glory as
well as the entire life of men.

70. An ordinary fever is called fever due to indigestion,
if six days go by; but this fever of anxiety goes on recurring
every day.

71.  Inregard to this fever of anxiety, the blessed Dhanvantari
is verily powerless. Caraka (an ancient physician) does not
step in here. Nor are Asvini deities competent in any way.

72. What shall I do? Where shall I go? How shall I con-
quer Meru? Shall I leap on to his head? No, I shan’t.

73. I have been rendered wingless by someone belong-
ing to our family, who made Indra furious. Fie upon my
endeavour for victory, as I am wingless!

74. Or why does Meru compete with me so much? Usu-
ally those who lift the burden of the earth are prone to be
erroneous (and ignorant).

75. How can the utterance of falsehood be imputed to
Narada who practises for the realisation of Brahman, who is
conversant with the Vedas and is a resident of the Satyaloka
(God Brahma’'s region)?

76. The consideration of relevance or irrelevance (of the
utterance of falsehood) is not proper for persons like me. The
mind of only those who are incapable of heroic action takes
to (such) thinking.

77.  Or, of what avail are futile thoughts like these? I shall
seek refuge in the Lord of the universe, the creator of the
universe. He will grant me the proper power of judgement.

78. Indeed the Lord of the universe is extolled as the
Lord of the helpless, the Lord of all. Meditating on him
(even) for a short while, I shall come to a decision.

79. I shall do this only. Procrastination is not desirable.
Enemies and ailments getting increasingly powerful, should
not be neglected by (really) efficient people.

80. Certainly, the Sun may be circumambulating Meru
everyday along with the planets and the groups of stars con-
sidering him to be superior in strength.

81. After deciding thus, the Vindhya Mountain began to
increase in height with the determination of a tough fighter
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by means of his peaks, which would reach and bring about an
end to the limitless firmament.

82. No one should, on any account, have hostilities with
others at any time. If at all it should be had, then effort should
be made to such an extent that people should not laugh at
him. ‘

83.  After obstructing the path of the Sun, the king of the
mountains became calm as though he had achieved his object.
The future of all living beings depends upon luck or the will
of the Lord.

84-85. ‘That person whom the father of Yama (i.e. the
Sun) circumambulates is noble, glorious, great and honourable.
As long as a powerful man does not display his power, he can
be disregarded by everyone like the fire (latent) in the wood.’

86. Thinking thus (the Mountain) shed off the burden
of anxious thoughts and remained firmly committed to a steady
effort. He eagerly awaited the rise of the Sun like (a true)
Brahmana (for the purpose of the daily adoration).

CHAPTER TWO
Satyaloka

Vyasa said:

1-2. The Sun who is the soul of mobile as well as immo-
bile beings and who is the enemy of darkness, rose up on the
Udaya Mountain. With his widespread pure rays, he encour-
aged the religious rites of the good (Vedic rituals etc.) and
dispelled the Tamasa characteristics (of'the bad ones). He also
made the clusters of lotuses that are dear to him, but that were
closed up during the night, full-blown once again.

3. He inspired people to maintain the regularity in offer-
ing Havyas (oblations to gods), Kavyas (oblations to manes)
and Bhiutabali (oblations to the spirits, elements etc.) to gods
etc. He demarcated the timings of religious rites to be performed
at forenoon, midday and after-noon.

4. He allocated the retention of darkness (evil qualities)
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10 Skanda Purana

to the hearts and faces of the wicked. He resuscitated the
universe that was engulfed by (darkness) during night.

5-6a. When the Sun rose Punyajanas (righteous persons)
rose in prosperity. Thereby the fact that he helped others had
its immediate good effect. Had that not been the case, how
could the Sun that vanished in the evening come back to
life once again in the morning?

6b-13. Praci (the eastern direction which is likened to be
the wife or beloved of the Sun), on the arrival (rise) of the
Sun in the morning, is comparable to a woman whose hus-
band spends his night outside with another woman and arrives
in the morning (and hence she is naturally smarting from the
infidelity of her husband). With a loving touch of his hands
(rays) the Sun consoled Praci and enjoyed her for a short
while (i.e. dispelled the darkness and accorded her protec-
tion). Similarly he enjoyed Agneyi (the south-eastern direc-
tion) that had been blazing as if with the painful fire of sepa-
ration.

Thereafter, the Sun proceeded towards the Daksina Asa',
(the southern direction assumed here to be a heroine or beloved)
which was scented with cloves, cardamoms, musk and cam-
phor and smeared with sandalpaste (these bring the products
of the southern region). Her lips were rendered red with betel
leaves. She possessed splendid breast-nipples in the form of
the bunches of grapes. Her arms were like the Lavali (a very
tender creeper) creeper. She had tender, sprout-like fingers
like those of the Kankoli (Asoka) sprouts. Malaya wind rep-
resented her breath and sighs. The Milk Ocean served the
purpose of her excellent garment. The gold and gems that
abound in Trikita were the ornaments on her limbs The Suvela
Mountain appeared like her buttocks. The rivers Kaveri and

1. The Purina-writer seems to be a Southerner. His affectionate refer-
ences to important features of South India here (and to flora and fauna of
the South) and elsewhere leads one to believe this. The mountains mentioned
here: * Trikiita’ is in Ceylon and ‘Dardura’ is the Nilgiri Hills (De 208, 53).
Kifci means ‘a girdle' and the city of the same name is in Tamil Nadu. ‘Kanti’
in the text is probably a misreading by the scribe. The flattering reference,
“Charmingly eloquent”, to Maharasgtri is the unanimous tribute of Alankara-
writers and Gammarians to that Prakrit speech ‘Maharagiri’. It probably shows
that Prikrits were spoken at the time of this Purana.
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Gautami (Godavari) represented her calves. The land of Cola
served as her silken blouse. The mountains Sahya and Dardura
appeared like her fully developed breasts. The city of Kinti
(Kanici) adorned her like a girdle. She was charmingly elo-
quent in the language of Maharastra. Even today the deity
Mahilaksmi (of Kolhapur) has not left her. Thus the southern
direction is an expert in religious rituals like Sriddha.

The horses of the Sun who playfully traverse the sky, could
not proceed ahead. Then Antiru (Aruna, the charioteer of the
Sun-god) submitted to the Sun-god.

Anuru' said:
14. O Sun-god, the Vindhya mountain rising up in his
arrogance stands obstructing the pathway of the sky. (Evidently)

he competes with Meru and is desirous of getting your
circumambulation.

15. On hearing the words of Aniiru, the Sun thought
within himself with great surprise: ‘Oh, even the pathway of
the sky is being blocked!’

Vyasa said:

16. What could even the heroic Sun do, being held up
in the desolate pathway? A man may be in great haste, but (if)
single-handed, how can he traverse the obstructed path?

17. He does not remain inactive even for a moment,
though distressingly held within the arms of Rihu (during an
eclipse). But on being obstructed in the path of the void what
can he do? Fate is all-powerful.

18. He who traverses in half the time of the twinkling of
the eye two thousand two hundred and two Yojanas according
to human calculation, is also held up'for a long time!

19. When much time passed, the people in the East and
North were extremely distressed, because the fierce rays of the
Sun oppressed them with heat.

20. The people in the West and South kept their eyes

1. Aruna, the charioteer of the Sun-god. He is ‘thigh-less’ (an-tru) as his
mother Vinati. out of jealousy to her co-wife Kadrii, broke the egg before the
complete development of the foetus and he was born a permanently disabled
thighless bird (Mbh, Adi, 16.16-23).
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12 Skanda Purana

closed in heavy sleep. They continued to see the star-and-
planet-spangled sky, while they continued to lie down.

21.  “This is not day because there is no Sun. This is not
night because there is no Moon.” In the sky with the stars set,
it was not possible to decide the time of the day.

22.  Will the entire cosmos get dissolved all of a sudden?
But how can it happen? The clouds of the time of Pralaya
(deluge) do not flood the earth with their downpour.

23. The whole space of the earth became bereft of the
utterance of Svaha, Svadha and Vasat (i.e., rituals came to a
standstill). Since the five Yajiias (those of the gods, the manes,
the spirits, Brahma and human beings) became defunct, all
the three worlds began to tremble.

24. Indeed, only when the Sun rises do the performance
of Yajias and all other holy rites commence. By means of
those Yajiias gods become pleased. The Sun is the cause thereof.

25.  All, beginning with Citragupta, recognize (calculate)
the time (of the day) from the Sun. The Sun alone is the cause
of creation, sustenance and annihilation (of the world).

26. Since the movement of the Sun was obstructed, all
the three worlds became stunned and stuck up. Everything
became as though painted in a picture, because it remained
where it was originally.

27. On one side it was due to the nocturnal darkness;
on the other side it was due to the oppressive heat of the day.
Many things got dissolved. The entire universe became terri-
bly frightened (unable to know which way to run).

28. Thus, the entire world consisting of human beings,
serpents, Suras and Asuras became agitated. “Alas! What has
happened unaccountably and at a wrong time.” All the sub-
jects shouted thus and fled here and there.

29. Then all of them saw Brahma and sought refuge in
him. They eulogized him with different hymns and prayers.
“Save us! Save us!” They shouted.

The Devas said:
(Eulogy called Abhistada)

30. Obeisance to Hiranyagarbha (One having the golden
Cosmic Egg in the womb). Obeisance to Brahma in the form
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of Virat Brahman. Obeisance to the Absolute, to the incom-
prehensible Being, of the form of Kaivalya (Salvation) and
Amrta (Nectar).

81. Obeisance to that Atman in the form of Conscious-
ness which the Devas do not comprehend, where the mind is
impeded and dulled, where speech does not spread (i.e., who
is beyond the ken of mind and speech).

32. Obeisance to that glorious Brahman which the steady-
minded Yogins perceive in the form of refulgence in the fir-
mament of the heart through meditation.

33. Obeisance to the Being beyond time, who is the ul-
timate destroyer, who assumes the form of the individual soul
by his own will. Obeisance to one whose form constituted the
three Gunas. Obeisance to the being in the form of Prakrti
(Miya).

34. Obeisance to the Lord, the cause of creation, suste-
nance and annihilation, who is Visnu in the form of Sattva,
Vedhas (Brahma) in the form of Rajas and Tamas in the form
of Rudra (i.e., Rudra, in the form of Tamas).

35. Obeisance to the Being in the form of Buddhi (the
principle Mahat, Cosmic Intelligence) who is the egoistic prin-
ciple of Aharkara in three ways (Guna-wise viz. Vaikarika, Taijasa
and Tamasa). Obeisance to the Being in the form of Paficatanmatras
(the material essences of the five elements). Obeisance to the
Being in the form of the five organs of action.

36. Obeisance to the Being in the form of mind, in the
five forms of the five senses. Obeisance to the Being identified
with the sense-objects.

37. Obeisance to the Being in the form of the Cosmic
Egg; to the one immanent therein. Obeisance to thee in the
form of the present-day world and that of the past.

38. Obeisance to the Being of the impermanent form,; to
the Being of permanent form. Obeisance to the Lord of Sat
and Asat (the gross and the subtle). Obeisance to the Being
who has revealed his form of his own will, out of compassion
for all the devotees (of four types, viz., the distressed, the one
eager to know, the one desirous of wealth and the one who
has understood everything).

39. The Vedas have come out of your breath; your sweat
is the entire universe; all the living beings are your feet; the
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firmament originated from your head.'

40. The ether came out from your navel; the vegetable
kingdom constitutes your hairs; the Moon was born of your
mind; O Lord, the Sun was born of your eyes.

41. You are all. O Lord, everything is in you. You alone
constitute the culogizer, eulogy and the one eulogized here.
O Lord, all this visible universe is pervaded by you. Obeisance
to you again and again; obeisance is made to you.

42. After eulogizing Brahma thus, the Devas prostrated
themselves on the ground like a long straight wood. Brahma
who was pleased then replied to the heaven-dwellers.

Brahma said:

43. I am delighted at this eulogy conforming to reality.
O Suras who bowed to me, get up. I am pleased. Choose an
excellent boon.

44. If anyone praises daily by means of this prayer with
faith and purity, either me or Hara or Visnu, we all shall
always be delighted with him.

45. We shall grant him all his desires, sons, grandsons,
cattle and ready cash, all luck, longevity, health, fearlessness
and victory in war.

46. (We shall grant him) all pleasures and enjoyments
here and hereafter as well as everlasting salvation. Whatever
is thought or desired by him shall become fulfilled.

47. This eulogy will be known as Abhistada (‘that which
gives the desired things’). It will bestow all super-natural pow-
ers. This excellent prayer should be read (recited) with all
efforts.

48. Again Vedhas spoke to the Suras who prostrated be-
fore him and then got up:

“Oh! Ye all be happy and steady. Why are you bewildered
even here (in Satyaloka)?”

49. These are all the personified forms of the Vedas,
Vidyas (fourteen lores), Yajiias inclusive of the monetary gifts,
truth, piety, austerity and self-control.

1. 39b & 40 are echoes of the Purusa-Sikta ( RV X.90)
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50.  This is the disciplined life of celibacy; this is the benign
Bharati (Goddess of Speech); these are the persons of well-
accomplished objectives according to the Srutis, Smrtis and
Itihasas.

51. None of the following are present here: Anger, ri-
valry, covetousness, lust, want of fortitude, fear, violence, crook-
edness, pride, censure and the impure one.

52-53. O Suras!, see. These are the Brahmanas engrossed
in the (study of) the Vedas and austerities; these are ascetics
whose sole wealth is their penance; these are the persons who
regularly observed various vows such as the monthly fasts, the
half-yearly fasts, and the vows of Caturmasya (‘four months’);
these are the women wedded to chastity; these others are celi-
bate religious students; and these are the honest fellows be-
having like eunuchs towards other men’s wives (i.e., who have
controlled their passions).

54-55. These are the persons who devoutly served their
mothers and fathers. These are the ones who were killed in
trying to protect cows. These are the persons who never yearned
for the benefits accruing from vows, gifts, Japas, Yajiias, study
of the Vedas, propitiating Brahmanas, libations to be offered
by Brahmanas, holy spots, austerities, helping others and the
regular habits and practices of the dignified and exalted persons.

56. These are the persons who regularly performed the
Japa of Gayatri-mantra; here are those who regularly performed
Agnihotras; these are the persons who gifted away Dvimukhi
Gaus (cow with two faces, cow at the time of calving before
the calf touched the ground); these are the persons fond of
gifting Kapila (brown in colour or according to others com-
pletely white) cows.

57. These are the persons who cherish no desires; these
are those who regularly drink Soma juice; these are the per-
sons who imbibe the water washing the feet of Brahmanas;
these are those who died in the holy river Sarasvati; and these
are those who served and attended upon Brahmanas.

58. These are my favourite Brahmanas who could have
accepted monetary gifts but did not, who abstained scrupulously

1. VV 52-78 enumerate the acts, vows and observances which lead to Satya-
loka (God Brahma's Region).
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from accepting monetary gifts at holy spots and shrines.

59. These are the perfect ones with solar brilliance and
pure souls, who took early morning baths for the whole month
of Magha (Jan-Feb) at Prayaga when the Sun is in Capricorn.

60. These are those meritorious persons of pure bodies
free from impurities, who have taken their holy dips in Varanasi
and Paficanada (at Paficagarigd Ghai?) for three days in the
month of Karttika.

61. These are those persons who took their holy baths
in Manikarnika and who pleased Brahmanas with monetary
gifts. They are sure to enjoy all pleasures and they will stay
in my city for the period of a Kalpa.

62. Impelled by that merit, they will reach Kasi and, un-
doubtedly, attain salvation, by the grace of Visvesvara (Lord
of the Universe, §iva).

63. Holy rites performed in Avimukta by men, though
they may be very slight, will yield welfare. Its fruit is liberation
in the course of other births.

64. Oh, there is no fear of death in the holy spot of
Visvesvara where all await death as a favourite guest!

65. These persons of limbs free from impurities, who
stand near me are those by whom unsullied (got by pure means)
wealth was distributed among Brahmanas at Kuruksetra.

66. These are the grandfathers of those persons by whom
the grandfathers are propitiated through a Brahmana whom
they approached as a grandfather.

67. O Devas, my region is not attained through holy dip,
or monetary gift, by Japa, or by adoration. It is attained through
the propitiation of a Brahmana by means of libations of water.

68. These are the palaces of those persons by whom houses
furnished with mortar, pestle and other things along with
beds were given as gifts.

69-70. Those persons who make halls for the study of the
Vedas, who teach the Vedas, who make a gift of learning, who
narrate and expound the Purdnas, who give away the Purana
and other texts, who gift away Dharmasastra (scriptural texts)
do have their residence here in my city.

71. Those who give unlimited wealth to a Brahmana for
the sake of Yajiia, marriage or holy vows shall remain here as
brilliant as fire.
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72. He who builds a hospital and is interested in patron-
ising a physician, stays here till the end of the Kalpa, enjoying
all types of pleasures.

73. Those who make holy spots free from the harass-
ments of the wicked are honoured persons in my inner apart-
ments like my own bosom-born children.

i 74. Brahmanas are indeed great favourites of Visnu or
Sammbhu or me. We freely roam about on the earth in their
form.

75. Brihmanas and cows constitute one unit divided into
two sections, the Mantras remaining on one side (viz. that of
Brahmanas) and the Havis (ghee-offering) on the other.

76. The Brihmanas are mobile holy spots and sacred
rivers created for the sake of the entire earth. Merely by the
waters of their wise speech impure persons become pure.

77. Cows are sacred and unparalleled excellent auspi-
ciousness.! The dust particles rising from their hoofs are on
a par with the waters of Ganga.

78.  All the holy spots are at the tip of their horns; all the
mountains are at the tip of their hoofs. In between the two
horns is Gauri, the great goddess.

79-80. Great-grandfathers dance on seeing a cow being
gifted away. All the sages are delighted. Along with the deities,
we become pleased (when a cow is being gifted). The sins
continuously cry. So also does poverty along with ailments.
Cows are mothers who nurse the entire world in every respect
like the real mother.

81. Ifaman eulogizes, bows to and circumambulates cows,
it amounts to the circumambulation of the entire earth con-
sisting of the seven continents.

82. Goddess Laksmi in the form of cows, who lives in all
living beings and who is stationed in all gods, may be pleased
to dispel all my sins.

83. It is she who is Laksmi on the chest of Visnu, Svaha
of the Fire-god and Svadha of the chiefs of the Pitrs. That cow
is always the bestower of boons.

84. Cow-dung is verily Yamuna itself; cow’s urine is the

1. VV 7794 glorify cows and the fruit of serving them and gifting them
to Brihmanas.
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splendid Narmada; cow’s milk is Ganga. What else can be
more sacred than this!

85. ‘All the fourteen worlds reside in the limbs of the
cows. Hence, may it be auspicious unto me here in this world
or hereafter.’

86. Uttering this mantra, a person should gift away one
or more cows to an excellent Brahmana. That person shall
become more distinguished than all.

87. The good qualities of a cow have been considered by
me and the great sages along with Visnu and Siva and then
this prayer is composed.

88. ‘Let there be cows in front of me. Let there be cows
behind me. Let the cows be in my heart. I shall stay in the
midst of cows.’

89. If any person lustrates his limbs with the touch of the
tail of a cow, he shall become rightly fortunate. Ill-luck, quarrel
and ailments go away from his limbs.

90. The earth is held aloft and sustained by seven—by
cows, Brahmanas, Vedas, chaste women, men of truthful speech,
persons with no greed and liberal-minded donors.

91-92. The region above my region is known as Vaikuntha.
Above that is the region of Kumira (i.e. Kirttikeya). Beyond
thatis the region of Uma. Siva’s region is above it and Goloka
(‘Region of Cows’) is nearby. The cow-mothers Susila and
others are there. They are the favourites of Siva.

93. Those who tend and attend upon cows, and those
men who gift away cows, shall stay in one of these worlds with
all flourishing prosperity.

94. Those who gift away cows go to that place where
rivers flow with milk, where milk pudding forms the sediments
and where no old age torments them.

95. Those who are well-versed in Srutis, Smrtis and Puranas
are glorified as (real) Brahmanas. The others simply bear the
name (of Brahmanas). They act according to the directions
of the former.

96-98.  Sruti and Smrti are the two eyes. Purana is spoken
as the heart. One who is devoid of Sruti and Smrti is blind.
If he is devoid of one of them, he is blind of one eye. The
blind ones of single eye or both the eyes are better than the
heartless one devoid of Puranas. The sacred rites and pious
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practices mentioned in Sruti and Smrti are elaborated in Purina.

A cow should be given as a gift to that real Brihmana by
anyone desirous of happiness everywhere. It should not be
given to a mere bearer of the name Brihmana. He may lead
the donor to downfall. '

99-100. If one has an eager desire for knowledge of pious
practices and sacred rites, it one is afraid of sins, one should
listen to the Puranas, which are the roots of pious and scared
rites. Purana is the excellent illuminating lamp among the
fourteen lores. Due to its brilliance, even the blind shall not
fall into the sea of mundane affairs anywhere.

101. By those who desire to attain my region, the Puranas
should be always listened to. They must live on the banks of
Gangi and they must propitiate Brahmanas always.

102. O Suras, thus in general the conventions and arrange-
ments in the Satyaloka have been narrated by me. It accords
freedom from fear to those who are distressed with fear. You
need not be afraid.

103. Creating obstacles in the path of the Sun, Vindhya
competes with Meru. You all have come here in that connec-
tion. I shall point out to you the means thereof.

104. There is a great sage of excessive austerities named
Agastya. He is the son of Mitra and Varuna and he has di-
rected his mind towards Lord Visvesvara.

105-106. He is now in the great holy shrine of Avimukta
that can bring about liberation of everyone and that is pre-
sided over by Visvesa himself, who is about to impart instruc-
tion in Taraka (Pranava). You go there and request him. He
will carry out your task. Once by swallowing Vatapi, brother
of Ilvala, (or by killing both Vatapi and Ilvala) he saved the
entire world.

107. The refulgence of the sage born of Mitra and Varuna
surpasses the brilliance of the Sun. Ever since that day, there
is none in the world who does not fear sage Agastya.”

108-109. After saying this Vedhas (God Brahma) vanished.
The delighted Devas with beaming faces spoke to one an-
other: “Oh, we are indeed highly blessed. Incidentally, we
shall visit Kasi and the presiding deities Siva and Gauri. How
wonderful it is that after many days our desire is about to
fructifyl”
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110-112. After coming to a decision like this, the Suras seeking
merit spoke thus: “Only those feet are blessed which walk in
the direction of Kisi. We shall reach Kisi today due to the
merit accruing from our listening to the story narrated by
Brahma. It is only due to the weight of merit that one is able
to accomplish a single task serving two purposes.”

Speaking thus to one another, the delighted Suras came to
Kasi.

Vyasa said:

113-114. Those men who listen to this meritorious nar-
ration shall be able to shake off all their sins. They will enjoy
all pleasures along with their sons and wives. After establish-
ing the lineage here, they will go to Satyaloka and stay there
for a long time. Thereafter, they will attain eternity (Moksa).

CHAPTER THREE
The Hermitage of Agastya

Siuta said:

1. O holy Sir, O Acyuta (Visnu in the form of Vyasa), the
Lord of the past and the future, O great receptacle of all
knowledge and lores, what was done by the Devas after reach-
ing Kasi. Kindly tell me.

2-4. After learning this divine story, I did not feel fully satisfied.
Agastya is the storehouse of austerities. How was he requested
by the Devas? How did Vindhya who rose to such a height
attain his original form? My mind is eager to take its ablution
in the nectarine ocean of your speech.

After hearing this fully, Sage Vyasa, the son of Parasara,
began to narrate everything to his faithful disciple.

The Son of Parasara said:

5. O highly intelligent Suta endowed with devotion and
faith, listen. Let these young boys like Suka, Vaisarhpayana
and others too listen.
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6-8. *After reaching Viranasi, the Devas accompanied by
great sages, at the outset, took without delay their holy bath
in Manikarnika duly along with their garments. Then they
performed Sandhyavandana and other holy rites. They then
performed the offering of water libation to the primordial
Pitrs with Kusa grass, sweet scents, gingelly seeds and water.
They then delighted and propitiated all the permanent resi-
dents. of the holy spot severally offering them various things
such as jewels, gold, clothes, horses, ornaments and cows.

9. (They gave them) different kinds of vessels made of
gold, silver etc., cooked foods tasting like ambrosia, milk puddings
with sugar.

10. Food was given with curds and other milk-products.
Different kinds of grains were given as gift; sweet scents, sandalpaste,
camphor, betel leaves and beautiful Camaras (chowries) (were
given).

11.  Soft beds with cotton and bedspreads, lamps, mirrors
and seats, palanquins, male servants, female servants, aerial
chariots, cattle and houses (were provided).

12.  Flags and banners of diverse colours, canopies as charm-
ing as the moon were given and arrangements for a regular
distribution of food for a year along with all domestic appur-
tenances (were made).

13-14. The ascetics and saints were given leather and wooden
sandals, new befitting silken cloths, different kinds of shawls
and blankets of variegated colour, staffs, waterpots, hides of
deer, loin cloths, cots sufficiently high and golden pieces in-
tended for the attendants.

15-16. Students’ hostels were provided with supply of
food, collections of great books. Livelihood was arranged for
scribes and clerks and ample funds forguesthouses. Arrange-
ments for providing different kinds of medicines and liberal
bequests of all sorts were made. Funds were provided for
constructing water-sheds for travellers during summer as well
as iron ovens with adequate fuel during winter.

* VV 6-27 describe the various ways in which the Devas propitiated those
who were present in the holy shrine. It was a part of their performance of the
pilgrimage to Kai.
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17. Umbrellas and protective cloths against rain in rainy
season were made abundant. At night facilities for lamps enabling
people to read, were provided. There were unguents etc. for
massaging feet and many other similar articles.

18. Money provisions were made in every temple to retain
expounders of the Puranas. Adequate provisions for dance
and music in temples were made in different ways.

19. Provisions were made for whitewashing, plastering
etc. (of the walls) of the temples and for repairing ruined and
dilapidated temples. Costs of painting with pictures and deco-
rating pavilions were met.

20. Waving of lights with many wicks, aromatic fragrant
gum-resins, Dasanga incense (ten constituents including lac,
treacle etc.), camphor, wicks for the adoration of deities were
arranged.

21. Bathing of the idols was done with Paficamrta etc. as
well as with sweet scents; perfumes were used for sweetening
the breath of the deities and provisions for temple gardens
were made.

22.  (Provision for) big wreaths and garlands for the promi-
nent adorations on the three occasions and conchs, drums,
kettle-drums and other musical instruments to be played in
the temple of Siva was made.

23.  Vessels facilitating the holy ablution such as water-
jars, Bhrngaras (big pitchers) etc., white cloths for wiping and
drying, sweet scents such as Yaksakardama etc. (camphor,
agallochum, musk etc., mixed together in specific proportions)
were provided.

24.  Adequate provision for Japa, Homa, recitation of hymns
and prayers, loud utterances of Siva’s names, Rasakridas (dance-
games) and circumambulations was made.

25. The Suras spent five nights in all these various pre-
scribed sacred rites and rituals and had their holy ablution in
the sacred rivers and tanks.

26-27. They made the wretched and helpless destitutes
satisfied (by their donations etc.) and then bowed to Lord
Visvesvara. They strictly observed the regulations regarding
vow of celibacy etc., and duly concluded all the requisite for-
malities of visiting holy spots. They frequently visited (the
Linga of) Visvanatha, prayed and bowed to him and proceeded
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to that place where Agastya was present in his eagerness and
readiness for helping others.

28. He had installed a Linga after his own name and
made a Kunda (a sacred pit) in front of it. Reciting §atarudn'ya’
hymn, he sat there with a steady mind. :

29. From afar, the Devas saw him blazing like a second
Sun. He was brilliant all round with his limbs resembling a
blazing fire.

30. Is this the submarine fire itself who performs a pen-
ance in personified form? He was quite immovable like a
post. He was pure like the mind of a saintly person.

31.  Or perhaps, all the fiery refulgences have resorted to
this Brahmanical body and practice for the attainment of the
greatest abode that is quiescent.

32. Due to the severe penance of this sage, the Sun is
able to blaze brilliantly and fire also to burn brightly. Capala
(Lightning) has (as if) become Acapala (not fickle, steady).

33. In his hermitage here, these beasts of prey are seen
around in perfect Sattva (good) form after eschewmg their
natural enmity.?

34. The elephant having become fearless scratches the
lion with his trunk. With his manes lifted up, the lion sleeps
on the lap of the Astapada (Sarabha, a fabulous animal of eight
legs).

35. The powerful hog with its hairs rigid and stiff has
abandoned its herd and roams about in the midst of wild dogs
(or jackals or tigers) having its eyes fixed on the Musta grass.

36-38a. Bhudara (‘the hog that digs up the earth’) does
not dig up the earth here unlike in other places. Because the
entire Kasi is full of Lingas, it is afraid of it and so has re-
strained itself. The hyena has taken up the young one of the
hog and is playing with it. The fawn of the deer has pushed
out the cubs of the tiger and it is sucking the udder of the
tigress with foams coming out of its mouth while the tail continues
its wagging.

1. A hymn in Yajurveda in praise of Rudra.

2. VV 3357 show how even birds and beasts forgot their natural animosity
and played together, due to the spiritual influence of Agastya. The same
influence curbing the instinct of mating is noted in w 67-71.
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38b-41. While the hairy bear goes on sleeping, the monkey
carefully examining them with its eyes picks up the lice with
its moving fingers and bites them with the tips of its teeth.

The leaders of the herds of various kinds of monkeys, Golangulas
(‘Cow-tailed’), Raktamukhas (‘Red-faced’) and Nilangas (‘Blue-
limbed’) have abandoned their natural rivalry and are sport-
ing about together in one place.

Rabbits play along with the wolves rolling on their backs
frequently.

The mouse scratches the ear of the cat with its mouth moving
(all over its body).

The cat nestles itself close to the peacock’s tail and takes
a pleasant nap.

42-45. The serpent rubs its neck against the neck of the
peacock.

The mongoose abandons its hereditary enmity and rolls on
the top of the hood of the serpent after sportively jumping
and leaping about.

Though distressed and blinded with hunger, the serpent
sees the mouse running about in front of its mouth. It does
not catch it, nor the other one is afraid of this.

On seeing the hind calving, the tiger is moved with pity
reflected in its eyes. He avoids looking at it further and moves
away.

The tigress and the hind behave like joyous companions
and they communicate to each other the conduct of life of the
tiger and the deer (their respective mates).

46. Even after seeing the hunter wielding the powerful
bow, the Sambara deer stubbornly sticks to its path (without
moving) while he (the hunter) begins to scratch it (lovingly).

47. The Rohita deer fondly touches the wild buffalo
unperturbed. The Camari hind measures its tail against the
tresses of hairs of the Sabara woman.

48. Abandoning their acute rivalry and enmity because
they have been restrained by the brilliance of the sage, the
Gavaya (a species of ox) and the porcupine continue to stay
together at one place.

49, The pair of rams, though desirous of victory, do not
get ready for a straight head-on fight. The jackal touches the
fawn gently with its paw.
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50. The beasts of prey here eat only grasses and hedges.
Indeed eating meat is the cause of disaster in both the worlds
(here and hereafter). Fie upon it!

51. If a person deluded by sins cooks meat for his own
sake, he shall remain in hell for as many years as there are
hairs on his body.

52. Those evil-minded persons who nourish their own
lives through the lives of other living beings suffer the tor-
tures of hells till the end of the Kalpa. Thereafter, they will
be preyed upon by them.

53.  Even if the vital breaths come upto the throat (i.e.
on the point of death) no one should eat flesh. If it becomes
essential, then one should eat one’s own flesh and not that
of others.

54. These beasts of prey that have no inclination towards
injuring others because of their service unto Maitravaruni (i.e.
Agastya) are far superior to men prone to violence.

55. In the small puddle here, the crane does not eat the
fish though they swim about in front of it. Even the big fishes
do not swallow the smaller fry.

56. On one side are all the types of meat, on the other
side the meat of fish: Was this Smrti text remembered by these
(cranes) and therefore they avoid fish?

57. Even after seeing the quail, this falcon (a bird of
prey) turns away its face.

It is surprising that even here (i.e. in Kasi) Madhupas (bees,
those who drink liquor) hover around with dark hearts.

58. Those who are much addicted to imbibing liquor
experience the pains of hell for a long time and become Madhupas
(bees) once again humming away in their ignorance (hoverings)
(Bhranti— ignorance, hovering around}.

59. That is why after completely comprehending the
truth about the Pinaka-bearing Lord those who are conversant
with the Puranas, thus sing a song pregnant with meanmg

60. Where is flesh and where is the devotion to Sival
Where is liquor and where is the worship of Sival (What a
great difference between these!) Sankara stands aloof from
those who are addicted to liquor and meat.

61. Without the favour of Siva, Bhranti (ignorance, wan-
dering) cannot stop. That is why these bees devoid of Siva (i.e.
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comprehension of the truth of Siva) hover and wander around.

62-63. Seeing thus the lower creatures moving about in
the penance-grove like sages, it was understood by the gods
that such a miracle had arisen from the holy shrine itself,
since, even the lower creatures living here should be liberated
by Visvesvara at the time of their death by imparting the Taraka
Mantra.

64. If after realising the greatness of the holy place any-
one resolves to stay here, Visvesa redeems him, whether he be
alive or dead.

65. Men of wisdom who are conversant with the secret
of Avimukta (i.e., Kisi) are liberated. Even the lower creatures
without knowledge are liberated because their sins have vanished.

66. This realisation made the Devas wonder when they
went within the hermitage. On seeing the flocks of birds, they
rejoiced again.

67. The crane (swan) has rested his neck on the neck of
the goose. We think, it is not sleeping but meditating on Visvesvara.

68. The female swan scratches the male swan with the tip
of its beak; but when he expresses his desire for mating, she
wards him off by means of the fluttering wings.

69. On being held by the male ruddy goose, the female
of the species appears to say in its Krenkita (goose like) utter-
ance: “O foremost one among the lascivious! Why do you
exhibit your sexual desire here?”

70. The pigeon from the clusters of hedges chirps sweetly
but, it appears, as if it is being warded by the female pigeon
saying, “The sage in meditation will hear.”

71. The peacock does not utter its Keka sound. It keeps
silent perhaps out of fear for him. The Cakora (a kind of
Partridge) bird that imbibes moonlight appears silent as if to
observe the Naktavrata vow (taking food only at night).

72. The Sarika (female parrot) reciting the truth seems
to address the parrot, “Siva takes one across the sea (of worldly
existence) that extends without any limit.”

73. By means of its sweet cooing sound the cuckoo seems
to utter, “Kali age and Kila (Death) do not adversely affect
the persons staying in Kasi.”

74. After observing these activities of the animals and the
birds, the Devas disparaged their heaven that was subject to
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unexpected calamities and the sufferings thereof.

75.  These birds and animals, the residents of Kasi, are far
superior, because they have no return (to the worldly exist-
ence); not so in the case of the Devas who are liable to re-
births. :

76. “We the heaven-dwellers are not at all on a par with
even the fallen ones residing in Kasi. There is no fear of
downfall in Kasi but there is a great danger of downfall in
heaven.

77. Residence in Kasi with such observances as monthly
fasts etc. is far better. Nowhere else can there be a kingdom
free from enemies, with the extensive shade of various kinds
of (royal) umbrellas.

78. The position (the final region) that is easily and
sportively acquired by rabbits and mosquitoes in Kisi cannot
be acquired even by the Yogins elsewhere even through regu-
lar practice of yogic postures etc.

79. Even the beggarly wretch in Varanasi is better since
he is free from the fear of Yama. Not so in our case. We the
Tridasas (‘gods having only the three states of infancy, teen-
age and youth’) are not so, because our dasa (plight) is so
miserable on account of a mountain.

80. When the eighth part of a day of Brahma is over, the
region of Indra perishes along with the Guardians of the world,
Sun, Moon, Planets and Stars.

81. Even when two Parardhas (i.e., the entire life of Brahma)
come to an end, no one staying in Kasi perishes. Hence, one
should strive for perfection and welfare in Kasi.

82. The happiness one derives by residing in Kasi here
cannot be had in the pavilion of the whole Cosmic Egg. If that
can be had, how do you account for the fact that all are
desirous of residing in Kasi?

83. The chance to reside in Kasi here can be obtained
by an exchange of all those merits that one has earned in the
course of thousands of previous births.

84. Even if the chance can be had, the resident will not
acquire Siddhi (fulfilment), if the Three-eye Lord were to get
angry. Hence, one should always seek refuge in Visvedvara
worthy of being resorted to.

85. The four aims of life named piety, love, wealth and
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salvation can be had in Kiéi in their entirety. Not so anywhere
else.

86. Even if one proceeds to the temple of Visvesvara from
one’s house lazily, one shall acquire more than the benefit of
a horse-sacrifice at every step.

87. There is no limit to the welfare and prosperity of one
who takes the holy dip in the current of the river flowing
towards the north and proceeds to visit Visvesvara with great
faith.

88-93. The devotee shall attain more and more merit by
the following pious activities: by visiting, touching, bathing in
and drinking the waters of the celestial river (i.e., Ganga); by
offering Sandhya prayers, Japas, water libations, worship of the
Lord; by visiting the Paiicatirthas (the five holy spots i.e., (i)
Kapalmocana, (ii) PApamocana, (iii) Rnamocana, (iv) Kulastarhbha
and (v) Vaitarani; by visiting Visvesvara, faithful touch and
adoration, arranging for incense, lights etc., circumambulation,
repetition of prayers, prostrations, dances, uttering the names
of the Lord such as Devadeva, Mahadeva, Sarbhu, Siva, Dhirjati,
Nilakantha, I$a, Pinikin, Sasisekhara, Trisalapani, Visvesa and
imploring “Save me! Save me!”; by sitting for even half a moment
in the Muktimandapika (Pavilion of salvation); by narrating
the sacred stories, listening to the Puranas, practising the daily
routine ritualistic activities, receiving and honouring guests
and helping others and such other activities.

94.  Just as the moon increases digit by digit in the bright
half of the month, so also the accumulation of piety of the
inhabitants of Kasi takes place step by step.

95.  This Dharmavrksa (‘the tree of piety’) is praiseworthy.
Faith is its seed. It is watered by the water (used for) washing
the feet of Brahmanas. The fourteen lores are the branches.
Riches constitute its flowers. The two fruits are the subtle one
of salvation and the gross one of love.

96. Here Bhavini is the bestower of all riches. Dhundhi
(Ganesa) shall get all the desires fulfilled. Here Visvesa shall
liberate all creatures at the time of death, by imparting the
Mantra into the ears.

97. Dharma (Righteousness) stands on all its four feet
(viz., Truth, Penance, Mercy and Religious gifts) here in Kasi;
Artha (wealth) in Kasi is of various kinds; Kama (Love) in Kasi
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is the sole base of all happiness. What is the Sreyas (salvation,
welfare) elsewhere which is not in Kisi here?

98.  All these are not surprising, because where there is
Visvesvara there is nothing strange. He is the personification
of piety, wealth, love and salvation for bestowal. He is of the
Cosmic Form. Hence in all the three worlds, there is nothing
on a par with Kasi.”

99-101. While saying all these things, the Devas (went ahead
and) saw the hut of the sage. It was full of the fragrance of
the smoke arising from the Homas. There were many religious
students moving around.

It was rendered beautiful by the fawns with piles of Darbha
grass in their mouths, following the maidens of the penance-
grove seeking handful of Syamaika rice.

Many wet bark-garments and loin cloths were seen hanging
from the branches of the trees, thereby creating the impres-
sion that nets were kept spread all over in order to capture
the deer of Vighnas (obstacles, hindrances).

102. On seeing the frontyard of the hut marked by the
imprints of the feet of Lopamudra, the crest-jewel of chaste
women, the Suras devoutly bowed down.

103-104. Agastya, the sage, had concluded his medita-
tion and had worn the rosary around his ears. Then he oc-
cupied his Bysi (i.e., special seat of a sage). On seeing Agastya
thus seated in front of them, appearing grand like Brahma
himself, all the Devas including Indra (bowed to him) with
delighted beaming faces and uttered loudly “Be victorious! Be
victorious!”

105. The sage stood up and made them occupy their
seats befittingly. He greeted them with blessings. He then asked
them the purpose of their visit.

Vyasa said:

106-107. One who devoutly listens to this meritorious nar-
rative, or reads or teaches this to those who have faith in these
vows, can shake off all sins committed knowingly or unknow-
ingly and certainly proceeds to the city of Siva by means of
a vehicle having the colour of a swan.
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CHAPTER FOUR

The Characteristics of a Chaste Woman*

Suta said:

1. O great sage, O holy Sir, on being asked by the sage,
what did the Devas say? Kindly narrate it for the good of all
the worlds.

Sri Vydsa said:

2. On hearing the words of Agastya, the Devas respectfully
glanced at the face of Brhaspati (the preceptor of gods).

Vakpati said:

3. Listen, O illustrious Agastya, to the purpose of the visit
of the Devas. You are blessed. You have achieved whatever
should be achieved. You are honoured even by great men.

4. Are not there ascetics in every hermitage, on every
mountain, in every forest? O excellent sage, but your status
is entirely different.

5. You possess the glory of austerities. The Brahmanical
refulgence is established in you. The glory of merit of the
highest type is in you. There is liberal-mindedness in you. You
have a (steady) mind.

6-9. This auspicious and chaste lady Lopamudra is your
partner in the holy rites. She is more or less like a shadow
of your body and a (mere) mention of hers is a giver of merit.
It is certain that no one else is considered as excellent as this
lady among the chaste ones by Arundhati, Savitri, Anasuya,
Sandilya, Sati, Laksmi, Sataripi, Mena, Suniti, Sarhjiia and
Svaha. These chaste ladies are respectively the wives of Vasistha,
God Brahma, Atri, Kausika, (Sati, the first consort of) Siva,
Visnu, Svayambhuva Manu, Himalaya, Uttanapada (Dhruva’s
father), Vivasvan (the Sun-god), Agni (Fire-god). O sage, she
takes her food after you have had it; when you stand, she also

* The chapter is important from sociological point of view. It portrays the
status of women (wives) vis-a-vis men (husbands). It is a digest of Smrti-laws
about the duties of married women, especially with relation to the husband.
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stands; when you have gone to sleep completely, she goes to
bed and she gets up before you.

10. She never comes before you unadorned; when you
go elsewhere for some work, she eschews all ornaments.

11. She never utters your name, so that your longevity
becomes best assured; she never mentions the names of other
men.

12. Though assailed by angry words (by you), she never
expresses her displeasure; though beaten (by you), she con-
tinues to be pleased with you. If you say “Do this”, she replies,
“O lord, know that it has been done.”

13. When she is called (by you), she leaves off all her
other domestic duties and comes near you quickly (and says),
“Wherefore, O Lord, have you addressed me; let that pleasure
be given to me as favour.”

14.  She does not stand at the doorway for a long time;
nor does she lie near the doorway and block it. She does not
give anything to anyone unless asked by you to give. .

15.  Without being specifically told so, she gets ready all
the requisite things for the worship of the deity such as holy
water for the observances, Darbha grass, leaves, flowers, raw
rice grains etc.

16.  She waits for the correct time, fetching the requisite
thing at the proper time without being perturbed, nay, taking
delight in the same.

17. She takes in the leavings of her husband whether
cooked food or fruits and other things. If anything is given
to her, she says, “It is your great favour” and then accepts it.

18.  She never eats anything without sharing it with gods,
manes, guests, servants, cows and mendicants.

19. She soberly dresses and adorns herself; she is effi-
cient (in her job); she is cheerful, she is averse to wastage and
over-spending. Without being permitted by you she never takes
up holy observances, fasts and vows.’

20. She avoids from a distance visiting community festivi-
ties; she never goes on pilgrimage or for witnessing marriage
celebrations (without you).

1. For the prohibition of non-permitted observance of vows see Manu
V.155.
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21.  If the husband is comfortably seated, sound asleep or
in a sportive mood, she never disturbs him by waking him up
casually or even for her personal intimate reasons.

22. In the event of the monthly course, she never shows
her face (to her husband etc.) for three days. Till she gets
purified by her bath thereafter, she never makes her utterance
heard by others.

23.  After her cleansing bath (on her fourth day), she first
looks at the face of her husband and not of anyone else, or
after meditating on her husband in her mind, she looks at the
Sun.

24-25. A chaste woman sincerely wishing for the long life
of her husband shall never be without these: turmeric, saffron,
sindara (red lead), collyrium, blouse, betel leaves, splendidly
auspicious ornaments, combing of the hairs and ornaments
on the braid of hair, hands, ears etc.

26. A chaste woman never has close companionship with
a washerwoman (or a woman in the monthly course), a ratio-
nalist, sceptic or heretic, a Buddhist recluse (woman) or a
woman of Kipalika sect or an unfortunate wretched woman.

27.  This chaste lady never speaks to a woman who hates
her husband. She never remains alone anywhere. She never
takes her bath anywhere in the nude.

28. A chaste woman never sits on the mortar or pestle
or broom or (grinding) stone or any mechanical contrivance,
nor on a raised platform on either side of the front door (or
threshold).

29. She never exhibits shameless boldness except at the
time of sexual dalliance. She loves whatever her husband is
interested in.

30. This is the holy vow for a woman; this alone is the
greatest piety; this is the only divine adoration that she never
transgresses the words of her husband.

31. She will never disregard her husband whether he be
a eunuch, oue in a miserable plight, sick, old and senile,
affluent or poor.

32. When the husband is delighted, she should be delighted;
when he is gloomy and morose, she also should be gloomy
and morose. She shall be of meritorious deed if she identifies
(herself with her husband) during affluence and in adversity.
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33. When ghee, salt, oil etc., are wanting, she should not
openly say, “We don’t have this and that”. A chaste woman
never subjects her husband to overstrain.

34. A woman desirous of having holy bath in sacred waters
near holy shrines should drink the water with which the feet
of her husband are washed. To a woman her husband alone
is far superior to even Sankara or Visnu.

35. If a woman disregards the wish of her husband and
observes holy vows, fasts etc., she shall reduce the life span of
her husband. After death she goes to hell.

36. If a woman resents and retorts, when she is told any-
thing, she is reborn as a bitch in a village or a vixen in a
desolate forest.

37. This is cited as the most important and decisive of
all rules to be followed by women that they should enjoy ev-
erything after worshipping the feet of the husband.

38. A woman should never occupy a high seat. She should
never go to other men's houses. She should never utter words
that could cause (her or others) to be ashamed.

39. She should never utter slanderous words. She should
avoid quarrels. She should never speak aloud or laugh in the
presence of elders.

40. An evil-minded woman who forsakes her husband and
commits sexual offences (with a paramour) is reborn as a
cruel owl residing in the hollow of a tree.

41. If on being beaten, a woman wishes to beat in retali-
ation, she is born as a tigress or a female cat. A woman leering
at another man becomes squint-eyed.

42. If awoman keeps her husband away and herself enjoys
sweet dishes, she is born as a sow in a village or a flying fox
feeding on its own faeces. '

43. If a woman addresses (her husband) disrespectfully
and unpleasantly by using ‘thou’ (instead of respectful ‘you’),
she becomes dumb. She who is always jealous of her co-wives,
becomes wretched again and again.

44. She who glances at others avoiding the sight of her
husband is reborn one-eyed, deformed in face or ugly in features.

45-46. On seeing her husband returning from outdoor
work, the wife should hasten to give him light meal and water,
and betel-leaves; she should fan him, massage his feet, speak
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pleasing words dispelling his fatigue and worry. Thus, if a
woman delights her husband, all the three worlds will be delighted
with her.

47. Limited is what a father could give; a brother gives
but limited gifts; a son too gives only limited. Hence a woman
should always worship her husband who gives unlimited (gifts).!

48. Husband is the god; husband is the preceptor; hus-
band alone constitutes piety, holy place and pious vows and
observances. Hence a woman should forsake everything and
worship her husband alone.

49. Just as a lifeless body becomes impure in 2 moment,
so also 2 woman bereft of her husband is always impure even
though she may bathe scrupulously.

50. A widow devoid of conjugal bliss and weal is the worst
of all inauspicious things. There would be no success in a
venture, if one sees a widow (at the outset).

51. A sensible man should avoid such a woman bereft of
all conjugal bliss and even her blessings, except in the case
of his (widowed) mother.?

52. At the time of the marriage of a girl, the Brahmanas
should pronounce, “Be a constant companion to your hus-
band alive or dead.”

53. The husband should always be followed by a woman
like a body by its shadow, like the moon by its light or like
a cloud by lightning.

54. If a woman joyously follows her (dead) husband from
the house to the cremation ground (to immolate herself along
with him), she certainly derives the benefit of a horse-sacrifice
at every step.

55.  Just as a snake-catcher pulls out a serpent from its
hollow, so also a chaste woman snatches her husband from the
messengers (of god of Death) and takes him to heaven.

56. On seeing a chaste woman from a distance, the mes-
sengers of Yama flee after discarding her husband, though he
might have been a2 man of misdeeds.

57. “We, the messengers (of Death), do not fear fire or

1. Quoted from Mbh, Santi, 148.6; also echoed in MtP 210.17-18. For
Godhood of the husband to wife see Mbh, Anusdsana 146.58.
2. Repetition from SkP IILii.7.50-51.
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lightning as much as seeing a chaste woman coming towards us.”

58. On seeing the refulgence of a chaste woman, the Sun
blazes more and fire burns brighter and all fiery beings tremble.

59. A chaste woman sportingly enjoys heavenly pleasures
along with her husband as many ten thousand crores (of years)
as there are hairs on her body.

60. Blessed is that mother in the world, blessed is that
father and blessed is that glorious husband in whose house
there is a chaste woman.

61. Due to the merit of a chaste woman, all the three,
viz. the members of her father’s family, those of her mother’s
family, and those of her husband’s family, enjoy the pleasures
of heaven.

62. Byviolation of the chaste and decent behaviour, women
of evil conduct cause the downfall of the three families, viz.,
that of the father, that of the mother and that of the husband.
They are miserable too here and hereafter.

63. Wherever a chaste woman sets her foot on the ground,
the earth thinks thus: ‘I have no burden here. I have become
pure.’

64. Itis with the apprehension (of committing a sin) that
the Sun, the Moon and the Wind touch a chaste woman only
for their own purification and not for anything else.

65. Waters always desire the touch of a chaste woman
(and say), “Our dampness (ignorance) has perished today. We
have become capable of purifying others.”

66. Are there no women proud of their charm and beauty
in every house? But, only due to devotion to Visvesa does one
get a chaste woman as wife.

67. Wife is the root cause (of everything good) to every
householder; wife is the cause of happiness; wife is conducive
to the attainment of righteousness; wife is for the increase of
progeny.

68. Two worlds, viz., the visible world and the other world,
are won over through wife. A man without a wife is not entitled
to perform the rites of Yajiia pertaining to gods, manes and
guests etc.!

1. Cf. Jaimini, Pirva Mimarhsi VI.1.17ff; also Apastarhba Dh. 8, 11.6.13. 16-
17.
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69. Only he should be considered a genuine householder,
in whose house there is a chaste wife. The other one—the
unchaste—is (as if) devoured at every step by old age assum-
ing the form of an ogress (or is as if devoured by a Raksasi
called Jara).

70.  Just as the body becomes pure through a plunge in
Ganga, so also everything becomes pure through the splendid
(and benign) glance of a chaste woman.

71. If somehow by chance, a wife does not follow the
husband (after death), even then, the chastity should be preserved
unviolated. There is downfall through the violation of chas-
tity.
72. A husband falls from heaven due to the misdemeanour
of the wife and not for any other reason. Similarly her mother,
father and all her brothers (fall).

73.  After the death of the husband, if a woman preserves
her widowed state (in purity), she goes back to the husband
and enjoys heavenly pleasures.’

74. The braided tresses of hair of a widow cause disaster
to the husband. Hence a woman shall always get her hair
shaved off.

75-77.  As a rule (a widow) should take only a single meal
(per day) and not a second meal. She must observe (fast) for
three days, consecutively, or for five days together or for a
fortnight. She may observe fast for a whole month. She may
perform the expiatory rites of Candrayana, Krcchra, Paraka or
Taptakrcchra. Till the life becomes extinct, she must somehow
sustain herself with cooked barley, fruit diet, vegetable dishes
or mere milk.

78. A widowed woman lying on a couch causes the down-
fall of her husband. Hence with a desire for the happiness of
her husband she must sleep on bare ground.

79. Anointing and smearing of the body should never be

1. VV 78-105 describe the duties of widows (Vidhavad-dharma). The verses
are elaboration of Manu V. 157-160. But later, writers on Dharmasistra quoted
many of these verses from this Chapter of the Skanda as ‘authoritative duties
of widows’, vide Nirnaya-Sindhu (p.626), Madana-Parijata (pp. 202-6). Kane,
however disapproves of Winternitz's criticism of the inhuman attitude of Hindu
Dharmasistra towards widows (HD I11.i.583).
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done by a widowed woman. She must not make use of any type
of scents or perfumes.

80. Water-libations with gingelly seeds and Kusa grass should
be offered daily to the husband, his father and grandfather
mentioning the Gotra and the respective names.

81. Adoration of Visnu should be performed identifying
the husband with the ‘Lord and not otherwise. She should
always meditate on her husband as the Lord in the form of
Visnu.

82.  With a desire for propitiating the husband, all those
articles which were very dear to him in the world and every-
thing that he had desired should be given as gift to someone
of good qualities.

83. She must do special observances in the months of
Vaisakha, Kirttika and Magha such as holy ablution, gifting of
things, pilgrimage and utterances of Visnu’s names respec-
tively.

84. Waterpots in Vaisakha, ghee-lamps in Karttika and
distributing of grains and gingelly seeds in Magha are of special
significance in the heavenly world.

85-87. Sheds where water is offered to travellers should
be arranged during Vaisakha; Galantika (a pot with a hole in
the bottom which is filled with water and kept above the image
so that there is a continuous flow of water on the top of the
idol) should be offered to the deities. Gift of articles like the
following should be made to prominent Brahmanas: sandals,
fans, umbrella, thin clothes and garments, sandalpaste, cam-
phor, betel-leaves, flowers, many kinds of waterpots and floral
houses, various kinds of beverages, grapes, plantains etc. While
gifting she should utter, “May my husband be pleased.”

88. In the month of Urja (Kirttika) she should eat cooked
barley or take a meal one time only. Brinjal, Siirana and Suka-
$imbi (Mucuna pruritus) should be avoided.

89. In the month of Kirttika, one shall avoid oil, honey,
brass vessel and preserved pickles.

90. If one observes the vow of silence in Karttika, she
should gift a beautiful bell. If she observes the vow of eating
in leafy cups and plates, she should give a bell-metal vessel
filled with ghee.

91. If lying on bare ground is the vow observed, she
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should gift a soft, smooth bed filled with cotton. If the vow
is avoidance of fruits, fruits should be given as gifts. In the
case of the vow of avoidance of juice, that juice should be
offered as a gift.

92. In the case of the vow of avoidance of grains that
particular grain should be given as gift or paddy too can be
given. With great effort cows should be given well-adorned
and accompanied by gifts of gold.

93. (If) all other gifts on one side and the gift of lights
on the other (are weighed to compare the merits derived), all
other gifts do not deserve even a sixteenth of (the merit accrued
from) tne gift of lights in Karttika.

94. The holy ablution in the month of Magha should be<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>