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    Foreword



Ron Radziner, FAIA 
Design Principal, Marmol Radziner

Over twenty years ago, in the summer of 1993, my partner Leo Marmol and I had the fortune
        of restoring Richard Neutra’s Kaufmann House in Palm Springs. For me, one of the most
        memorable moments came about a year into the restoration. We had removed all of the
        additions from the house, which had more than doubled in size over the nearly fifty years
        since it had been built. What remained, however, was the bare outline of the house as Neutra
        had conceived it: a skeleton of steel beams and columns, raw wood framing, and stone. It
        looked like the rugged and intuitive charcoal sketches Neutra drew of his houses as he
        designed them. I would walk slowly around the entire site—around this skeleton—and see a
        magnificent piece of sculpture from every angle. There was no front or back. From every
        angle the proportions were incredible. For me, this was the essence of desert modernist
        architecture. 
On my frequent trips to the desert during the Kaufmann House restoration, I drove past
        many beautiful modern buildings but knew little or nothing about their origins. By the
        mid-1990s there was plenty of photography and writing on the work of the celebrated desert
        modernists, such as Albert Frey, John Lautner, and William Krisel. But there were many
        contemporary buildings that went undocumented. Today we have an incredible amount of access
        to information on the desert modernist masterpieces. But as Dan Chavkin imparts to us
        through his photographs, there is so much more in the expansive Coachella Valley that
        remains to be discovered: both the homes themselves and the architects who designed them.
        Who designed and built these modern buildings that still catch my eye on my drives through
        the desert? What is their story? 
It is important to note that the early 1990s marked the beginning of a midcentury modern
        revival. The body of beautifully understated structures that bejeweled Palm Springs by the
        thousands in the 1940s and 1950s had fallen into disrepair and out of favor with the
        community. This drew preservationists to the region and began a new golden age of sorts for
        the Coachella Valley that continues to thrive today. Dan Chavkin’s book comes at an
        appropriate time. Amid copious documentation of the groundbreaking architects and their most
        influential works, Dan presents us with a compendium of the contemporary work of the unsung
        pioneers alongside homes by noted architects William Cody, Donald Wexler, and E. Stewart
        Williams. With Dan’s book, the community that now embraces its unique architectural past
        more than ever before has even more to celebrate. Decade after decade, fans of midcentury
        modern design have flocked to see these homes, to put a face to a name they have heard time
        and time again. Dan’s research of the unseen desert modernism in the low desert is an
        attempt at putting names to some old faces to whom we were never introduced. 
I am both personally drawn to the desert and enjoy working in the desert. There is an
        unparalleled rawness and humbling vastness to the land and the sky above it. At first glance
        it might seem primitive and simple, but it is actually layered and complex. Chavkin’s
        thoughtful survey, which combines black-and-white and color photographs, represents this
        dual nature. The color photographs capture the desert light, and in many cases the glamour
        of a time past. In contrast, the black-and-white photographs remind us that all of those
        Julius Shulman photos etched in our minds were really an abstraction. The black-and-white
        photographs are stripped bare: abstractions that are not too far off from my best memory of
        the Kaufmann House in 1994—the essence of desert modernism. Dan’s photos offer some insight
        into why we are drawn to the desert and its unique architecture.
[image: Photo of the Fontenell exterior.]

Introduction



The Coachella Valley, nestled between the San Jacinto, Santa Rosa, and Little San
        Bernardino mountains, lies one hundred miles east of Los Angeles. It is home to a
        significant number of structures designed by architects whose contributions to midcentury
        modern architecture are measured both by the countless admirers of this style and by those
        who have the great pleasure of living in these homes. 
The vast majority of these midcentury modern masterpieces have gone largely unnoticed. Not
        because the architecture is substandard, but rather because that illustrious fraternity of
        architects have created a number of important and iconic examples of desert modern
        architecture, and it’s these paragons of modernist design that receive the majority of the
        accolades, attention, and visibility. As a result, many of the other homes and buildings
        designed by these architects remain unseen and therefore unappreciated. 

            Unseen Midcentury Desert Modern
         is a celebration of modernist architecture in the desert. For the first time,
        the viewer will be given an inside look at some of the numerous examples of this heretofore
        unseen architecture. This book showcases a diverse selection of residences, commercial
        buildings, and houses of worship, by both noted and lesser-known architects. Some of the
        residences showcased in this book are located in gated communities and cannot be seen by the
        general public. While many of the residences can be seen from the street, I feel these homes
        have not been further examined or appreciated. 
I have come to realize there can be no definitive survey in one single book of the
        countless examples of midcentury modern architecture in the Coachella Valley. In my six
        years of living and working in Palm Springs, I have had the immense pleasure of
        photographing a great number of these homes. I am constantly finding or being introduced to
        more magnificent examples throughout the valley, in cities like Palm Desert, Rancho Mirage,
        Cathedral City, Indian Wells, and most of all, Palm Springs. 
It wasn’t until the summer of 2008 that I discovered desert modern architecture hiding in
        plain sight in Palm Springs, a city I’d spent time visiting with my family on “getaway”
        trips. My love and appreciation for modern architecture was cemented when I began
        photographing homes and buildings in Palm Springs, guided by A Map of Modern Palm
            Springs offered by the Palm Springs Modern Committee. My love of midcentury
        modern architecture grew out of my passion for all things modernist—furniture, graphic
        design, ceramics, and decorative arts. 
It is a great privilege to share with you my photographs of unseen midcentury desert
        modern architecture. Enjoy.
[image: Dan Chavkin's signature.]
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            United Methodist Church 

            
                Palm Springs 

                1965 

                Architect: Hal C. Whittemore

            

            During construction (1962–65), the congregation worshipped at Temple Isaiah. The
                first service in the new church took place in September 1965. The architect designed
                numerous other churches, mainly in the Los Angeles area.

            
                [image: Photo of United Methodist Church exterior.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of United Methodist Church pews.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of United Methodist Church pulpit.]
            

            Liberman Chapel 

            (at Temple Isaiah) 

            
                Palm Springs 

                1949–51 

                Architect: E. Stewart Williams

            

            The Liberman Chapel is considered one of E. Stewart Williams’ earliest civic
                projects, and the only house of worship he designed. Williams also designed the
                menorah and all of the woodwork. Architect Donald A. Wexler designed the original
                ark and pulpit. The stained glass windows were installed later (1969), and signify
                the history of the Jewish people. The sanctuary originally seated up to 350
                people.

            
                [image: Photo of Liberman Chapel front.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Liberman Chapel pews.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Liberman Chapel stairs.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Liberman Chapel balcony.]
            

            Community Presbyterian Church 

            
                Cathedral City 

                1959 

                Architects: Pleger, Blurock, Hougan
                    & Ellerbroek

            

            This building, with its prominent spider-leg and steel-beam construction, is very
                reminiscent of the Palm Springs Unified School District Administration Building
                designed by E. Stewart Williams (1960), as well as Donald A. Wexler and Richard
                Harrison’s Alexander steel houses in Palm Springs (1960). The architectural firm of
                Pleger, Blurock, Hougan & Ellerbroek was active from 1952 to 1959. Philmer
                J. Ellerbroek was known for designing many homes in the Newport Beach/Balboa Island
                area of Southern California. Ellerbroek also designed TV host Art Linkletter’s home
                in Bel Air, California.

            
                [image: Photo of Community Presbyterian Church exterior.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Community Presbyterian Church pews.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Community Presbyterian Church side wall and window.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Community Presbyterian Church covered walkway.]
            

            Community Presbyterian Church 

            
                Palm Desert 

                1968 

                Architects: Powell, Morgridge,
                    Richards & Coghlan

            

            This church was President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s personal house of worship. A plaque
                is displayed at the end of the pew where Eisenhower always sat. The architects also
                designed five separate buildings on the campus of the University of California,
                Santa Barbara, alongside buildings designed by such architects as A. Quincy Jones
                and Frederick Emmons, Charles Luckman, Michael Graves, and Robert A. M. Stern.

            
                [image: Photo of Community Presbyterian Church pulpit and meeting hall.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Community Presbyterian Church exterior.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Community Presbyterian Church pews and ceiling.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Community Presbyterian Church stained glass window.]
            

            St. Theresa Church 

            
                Palm Springs 

                1968 

                Architect: William F. Cody

            

            The first parish was formed in 1948, with the first church being housed in former
                army training barracks. The church was completed and dedicated on Thanksgiving Day,
                November 28, 1968. In addition to the architecture, Cody also designed all of the
                stained glass windows, pews, statues, and door handles. Being a parishioner of the
                church, William F. Cody’s children attended parochial school there, and upon his
                death Cody’s memorial was also held at the church.

            
                [image: Photo of St. Theresa Church exterior.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of St. Theresa Church exterior wall.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of St. Theresa Church pulpit and front.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of St. Theresa Church entryway.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of St. Theresa Church meeting area.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of St. Theresa Church pews.]
            

            Lotus Meditation Building 

            (at Joshua Tree Retreat Center) 

            
                Joshua Tree 

                1960 

                Architect: Arturs Damrose

            

            Little is known about the architect. Damrose was born and trained in Latvia. He then
                practiced in Michigan, and finally resided and worked in Los Angeles. The Lotus
                Meditation Building is part of a collection of buildings, cottages, and sanctuaries
                designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and his son Lloyd Wright.

            
                [image: Photo of Lotus Meditation Building exterior.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of Lotus Meditation Building open area and alcoves.]
            

        

    
    Commercial Buildings




    Palm Springs Boxing Club Building 
Palm Springs 
1966 
Architect: Unknown

The building was originally the Department of Motor Vehicles for the city of Palm Springs.
        Although officially there is no definitive architect associated with the building, its
        overall construction and use of materials closely resembles the Palm Springs City Hall
        building by architects Albert Frey, Robson C. Chambers, John Porter Clark, and E. Stewart
        Williams. The circular hollowed metal drums on the façade of the building mirror the ones on
        the façade of the city hall building.
[image: Photo of Palm Springs Boxing Club Building exterior with metal drums.]
[image: Photo of Palm Springs Boxing Club Building exterior.]
[image: Photo of Palm Springs Boxing Club Building exterior from corner.]
[image: Photo of Palm Springs Boxing Club Building exterior from rear.]
[image: Photo of Palm Springs Boxing Club Building exterior from side.]
1345 Palm Canyon Drive Building 
Palm Springs 
1955 
Architect: E. Stewart Williams (expansion by
            Lundgren and Maurer, 1960)

Harold Hicks, one of the founding fathers of the city of Palm Springs, commissioned
        architect E. Stewart Williams to design the building originally for his real estate and
        insurance business. In 1960, Mr. Hicks and his brother Milton opened the Desert Water
        Company and had the building expanded.
[image: Photo of 1345 Palm Canyon Drive Building exterior.]
[image: Photo of 1345 Palm Canyon Drive Building exterior with hills.]
One Hawkeye Park 
Rancho Mirage 
1980 
Architects: Donald A. Wexler, Francisco J.
            Urrutia, and Ken Kendall

One Hawkeye Park consists of five individual office buildings and one carport spanning the
        entire length of all five buildings. The office park was built for Townsend Engineering,
        manufacturers of food processing machines. Besides Townsend Engineering, architects Wexler
        and Urrutia were the first tenants to have an office in the north building (below).
        Townsend Engineering occupied the south building (second image below). A residence was supposedly created
        in the south building as lodging for the pilot of the office park’s owner. Ken Kendall was
        an architect based in Iowa and designed mainly commercial projects. In fact, Kendall is
        known to have only designed three residences, one of which was for the owner of One Hawkeye
        Park.
[image: Photo of One Hawkeye Park exterior with shaded paved area.]
[image: Photo of One Hawkeye Park sitting area.]
[image: Photo of One Hawkeye Park walkway.]
Eldorado Country Club Clubhouse 
Indian Wells 
1959 
Architect: William F. Cody

Between 1957 and 1958, twenty-nine cottages designed by Cody were completed. The cottages
        first served as the country club’s hotel, and were later offered as permanent homes to its
        members. The completed clubhouse did not originally include the domed roof seen on it now.
        The men’s locker room, including the benches, is original to the clubhouse. The lockers,
        made of floor-to-ceiling teakwood, are adorned with individual medallions of each club
        member’s name.
[image: Photo of Eldorado Country Club Clubhouse walkway.]
[image: Photo of Eldorado Country Club Clubhouse teak lockers.]
[image: Photo of Eldorado Country Club Clubhouse tables.]
165 Luring Drive Office Building 
Palm Springs 
1950s 
Architect: John Porter Clark

Architect John Porter Clark was also a 50 percent owner of this building. He was partners
        with a dentist, who sublet the remaining offices in the building to other dentists. Clark
        kept his own office in the building until his death in 1991.
[image: Photo of 165 Luring Drive Office Building exterior.]
Palm Springs Public Library 
Palm Springs 
1975 
Architect: William F. Cody

One of Cody’s last projects, he employed a bold and new structure featuring concrete
        slopes and a seamlessly floating ceiling. The interior features a circular pond on which
        flora idle. The library currently houses over 100,000 materials.
[image: Photo of Palm Springs Public Library windows.]
[image: Photo of Palm Springs Public Library central pond.]
[image: Photo of Palm Springs Public Library exterior.]
Hope Square 
(at Eisenhower Medical Center) 
Rancho Mirage 
1984 
Architects: Donald A. Wexler and
            Associates

This building was financed by a group of investors and was originally called Hope Square
        Professional Plaza. It was constructed as one of a complex of three buildings that
        originally housed doctors, lawyers, and accountants. A courtyard of lush landscaping
        communicates a blend of indoor and outdoor spaces. The building was purchased by the
        Eisenhower Medical Center in 2004. Over time the space has been converted for use by the
        medical center.
[image: Photo of Hope Square courtyard.]
[image: Photo of Hope Square exterior.]
Annenberg Center for Health Sciences 
(at Eisenhower Medical Center) 
Rancho Mirage 
1980 
Architects: Williams, Clark and Williams

This building was named for media magnate and philanthropist Walter Annenberg and his wife
        Leonore. The two-story building featuring a sky-lit rotunda houses a 485-seat theater and
        several classrooms on both floors. The building was originally surrounded by a lake. Over
        the years the center has been host to many international forums attended by some of the
        foremost scientists in the world, including Nobel Prize winners.
[image: Photo of Annenberg Center for Health Sciences outer wall.]
[image: Photo of Annenberg Center for Health Sciences walkway.]
[image: Photo of Annenberg Center for Health Sciences exterior.]
[image: Photo of Annenberg Center for Health Sciences rotunda.]
Wright Building 
(at Eisenhower Medical Center) 
Rancho Mirage 
1978 
Architect: Edward Durell Stone 

In 1979, former president Gerald R. Ford dedicated the newly completed Wright Building,
        named for Harold and Hazel Wright. The Wrights were major contributors to Eisenhower Medical
        Center, and Hazel served on the center’s board of trustees until her death in 1984.
        Considered one of the most important architects of his generation, Edward Durell Stone’s
        work spanned over forty-five years, and included such notable projects as the Museum of
        Modern Art; the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; the United States pavilion
        at the 1958 Universal and International Exposition in Brussels, Belgium; the General Motors
        Building in New York; and the Pakistan Institute of Nuclear Science and Technology. In
        addition to the Wright Building, Stone also designed the main campus building, the Kiewit
        Building, and the Probst Building at the Eisenhower Medical Center.
[image: Photo of Wright Building exterior.]
[image: Photo of Wright Building exterior from walkway.]
The Gas Company Building 
Palm Springs 
1969 
Architect: Robert Ricciardi

Originally the main field office for the Southern California Gas Company in the Coachella
        Valley, The Gas Company Building still contains a full conference room, a locker room with a
        shower, and executive offices. One special and important feature of the building is that it
        houses a fully functional test kitchen. The kitchen was used to demonstrate the use of
        natural gas in the home. This kitchen is completely untouched, still appearing as it was in
        the year of the building’s completion. The most striking feature is the highly unique and
        textural fluted concrete that defines the entire building.
[image: Photo of The Gas Company Building front exterior.]
[image: Photo of The Gas Company Building exterior from corner.]
[image: Photo of The Gas Company Building test kitchen.]
[image: Photo of The Gas Company Building outer wall.]
North Shore Beach & Yacht Club 
North Shore 
1960 
Architect: Albert Frey

Albert Frey was hired by the builders Ray Ryan (an oil tycoon) and Trav Rogers (a
        businessman and socialite). Designed to look like a seafaring ship, Frey’s design for the
        yacht club includes mastheads, portholes, nautical flags, and lanyards. North Shore was a
        thriving marina on the Salton Sea, with boats docked at the club owned by such luminaries as
        the Marx Brothers, Jerry Lewis, and the Beach Boys. In addition to the North Shore Beach
        & Yacht Club, Frey also designed a prototype house for a community in North Shore
        called North Shore Beach Estates. In 2010, a complete restoration of the yacht club was
        done.
[image: Photo of North Shore Beach & Yacht Club exterior.]
[image: Photo of North Shore Beach & Yacht Club windows.]
[image: Photo of North Shore Beach & Yacht Club portholes.]
[image: Photo of North Shore Beach & Yacht Club stairs.]


    Residences




    Holub House 
Rancho Mirage 
1957 
Architect: William F. Cody

Designed by Cody for David C. Holub, who was an early president of the board of directors
        for Tamarisk Country Club, the house is adjacent to the sixteenth green at the club. The
        house was featured in 1957 in Palm Springs Villager magazine. Cody also
        designed the Tamarisk Country Club buildings in 1952.
[image: Photo of Holub House exterior.]
[image: Photo of Holub House living room.]
[image: Photo of Holub House living room.]
[image: Photo of Holub House patio.]
[image: Photo of Holub House walkway.]
Happy House 
Rancho Mirage 
1959 
Architect: Unknown

This is one of the few original homes still standing in Tamarisk Country Club. Tamarisk
        was established in 1952 as only the second eighteen-hole private club in Coachella Valley
        (the first being the Thunderbird Country Club). The founding members of Tamarisk included
        four of the five Marx Brothers and numerous other celebrities from Hollywood’s golden age.
        Tamarisk was also one of four hosts for the famous Bob Hope Desert Classic golf
        tournament.
[image: Photo of Happy House front patio.]
[image: Photo of Happy House front door.]
[image: Photo of Happy House living room.]
[image: Photo of Happy House living room window.]
Seven Lakes Country Club 
Palm Springs 
1964–72 
Architect: Richard Harrison

Developed by William T. Grant and designed by architect Richard Harrison, Seven Lakes
        Country Club was the first gated community with a golf course in Palm Springs. There are a
        total of 342 homes in the complex and 15 swimming pools. Architect William F. Cody designed
        the clubhouse, which was completed in 1966. Seven Lakes Country Club closely resembles the
        Sandpiper development in Palm Desert (William Krisel, 1958) in both layout and design,
        including the use of shadow blocks and clerestory windows, and the siting of homes around
        multiple swimming pools. The builders of Seven Lakes were given a complete set of Sandpiper
        plans from Krisel to be used by Harrison as a template for Seven Lakes. Former president
        Dwight D. Eisenhower played golf regularly on the eighteen-hole course.
[image: Photo of Seven Lakes Country Club sitting area]
[image: Photo of Seven Lakes Country Club exterior.]
[image: Photo of Seven Lakes Country Club pool.]
[image: Photo of Seven Lakes Country Club patio.]
Ridge Cottages 
(at Institute of Mentalphysics) 
Joshua Tree 
1946–57 
Architects: Frank Lloyd Wright and Frank Lloyd
            Wright Jr.

The institute’s founder, Ding Le Mei (formerly Edwin John Dingle), hired Frank Lloyd
        Wright to design his personal home, the Ridge Cottages, the dining hall, and the
        Caravansary, a seven-hundred-foot-long meeting hall and hotel. The latticework seen on
        several of the cottages’ rooftops is based on the triangle, which has many symbolic
        meanings, one of which is the concept of spiritual illumination. The cottages stand today in
        their original state. The institute has one of the largest concentrations of Frank Lloyd
        Wright architecture anywhere.
[image: Photo of Ridge Cottages bedroom.]
[image: Photo of Ridge Cottages exterior.]
Lavie Residence 
Indian Wells 
1973 
Architect: William F. Cody

This house is located adjacent to the golf course of one of the country’s most exclusive
        country clubs, Eldorado Country Club, founded in 1957. The original owners commissioned Cody
        to custom build the house. The current owners retain all of the original blueprints and
        detail book containing schedules for the finish in the interior, the doors, and the fixed
        glass throughout the house. All the original wood in the guest bedroom is teak.
[image: Photo of Lavie Residence dining area.]
[image: Photo of Lavie Residence open area and kitchen.]
[image: Photo of Lavie Residence bedroom.]
[image: Photo of Lavie Residence bathroom vanity.]
[image: Photo of Lavie Residence kitchen counter and window to patio.]
[image: Photo of Lavie Residence poolside.]
[image: Photo of Lavie Residence pool and exterior.]
La Casa di Ucello Bianca / Massiello-Weyant Residence 
Palm Springs 
1956 
Architect: Unknown

This very striking, white, custom-designed, and custom-built post-and-beam home was
        sensitively and meticulously restored by its current owners. The two female halves of the
        two couples who previously owned the home worked at MGM, one as an executive, the other in
        the costume department. The husband of the latter was President Eisenhower’s private
        pilot.
[image: Photo of La Casa di Ucello Bianca / Massiello-Weyant Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of La Casa di Ucello Bianca / Massiello-Weyant Residence sitting area and kitchen.]
[image: Photo of La Casa di Ucello Bianca / Massiello-Weyant Residence kitchen.]
[image: Photo of La Casa di Ucello Bianca / Massiello-Weyant Residence patio and rear windows.]
[image: Photo of La Casa di Ucello Bianca / Massiello-Weyant Residence living room.]
[image: Photo of La Casa di Ucello Bianca / Massiello-Weyant Residence pool and rear windows.]
[image: Photo of La Casa di Ucello Bianca / Massiello-Weyant Residence exterior entry.]
Malamut Residence 
Rancho Mirage 
1955 
Architect: William F. Cody

As curators and owners of the Malamut Vintage Auto Museum in Thousand Oaks, California,
        home to some of the finest midcentury restored cars in the world, the homeowners extended
        their love of automobiles to the midcentury modern architecture of their Rancho Mirage home.
        The portico, rock walls, and steel posts are all signature designs of a Cody house. After
        studying the work of William Cody, the homeowners embarked on a thorough restoration of the
        house, and then furnished the house with authentic period pieces from the era.
[image: Photo of Malamut Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Malamut Residence carport.]
[image: Photo of Malamut Residence couch and bar.]
[image: Photo of Malamut Residence living room.]
Gary Johns Residence 
Palm Springs 
1962–66 
Architects: Dan Palmer and William
            Krisel

The architects originally envisioned 225 homes in total for the Canyon View Estates
        development in South Palm Springs, but ultimately eliminated 45 homes in favor of more green
        space. Developed by Roy Fey, the condos were constructed in six phases; the condo shown here
        is part of Phase Three. Known for its distinctive concrete block walls and triangular
        clerestory windows, upon its completion Canyon View Estates was advertised as “prestige
        homes for prestige people.”
[image: Photo of Gary Johns Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Gary Johns Residence living room.]
[image: Photo of Gary Johns Residence bedroom.]
[image: Photo of Gary Johns Residence living room ad patio.]
[image: Photo of Gary Johns Residence table and chairs.]
[image: Photo of Gary Johns Residence patio.]
Lilliana Gardens Glass House 
Palm Springs 
1954 
Architects: Donald A. Wexler and Richard
            Harrison

This is one of two custom homes in the Lilliana Gardens subdivision, which was initially
        planned for fifteen homes. Commissioned in 1948, Donald Wexler and partner Richard Harrison
        designed these striking post-and-beam residences. The Glass House is one of Wexler’s
        earliest designs, completed when he was twenty-eight.
[image: Photo of Lilliana Gardens Glass House exterior.]
[image: Photo of Lilliana Gardens Glass House living room.]
[image: Photo of Lilliana Gardens Glass House living room and unique open fireplace.]
[image: Photo of Lilliana Gardens Glass House courtyard.]
[image: Photo of Lilliana Gardens Glass House rear exterior.]
Santa Elena Cody House 
Palm Springs 
1957 
Architect: William F. Cody

Brutalist in style, this house maintains most of its original finishes, such as the
        terrazzo flooring throughout, including around the pool and spa, Cody’s signature
        floor-to-ceiling glass windows, and the original avocado green bar in the dining room. The
        house is situated in the Little Tuscany neighborhood of Palm Springs, known for its
        concentration of architecturally significant houses, such as the Edris House (E. Stewart
        Williams, 1953), Palevsky House (Craig Ellwood, 1968), and Raymond Loewy House (Albert Frey,
        1946).
[image: Photo of Santa Elena Cody House sitting room.]
[image: Photo of Santa Elena Cody House living room.]
[image: Photo of Santa Elena Cody House dining room.]
[image: Photo of Santa Elena Cody House exterior.]
Meiselman House 
Palm Springs 
1955 
Architect: Unknown

This house was built by local developer and contractor Jack Meiselman. At one time,
        Meiselman worked with developers George and Bob Alexander on several projects, but had a
        falling out with them and ventured out on his own, developing and building homes in the same
        style as the Alexanders. Meiselman built several hundred homes in the Palm Springs area,
        compared to the Alexanders’ more than two thousand. The original owner, Florence M. Hendron,
        was the secretary to the president of the Racquet Club.
[image: Photo of Meiselman House exterior.]
[image: Photo of Meiselman House exterior angle.]
[image: Photo of Meiselman House living room.]
[image: Photo of Meiselman House dining area and kitchen.]
The Fontenell 
Palm Springs 
1958 
Architect: B. Cody

Purchased by legendary cosmetics magnate Max Factor in 1960, the seven-unit apartment
        complex became the Factor family retreat. Each unit featured its own kitchen—complete with a
        built-in cabinet-style refrigerator and freezer—dining room, and full-size living room with
        views of the kidney-shaped pool, as well as a private carport and entrance.
[image: Photo of The Fontenell exterior.]
[image: Photo of The Fontenell kitchen.]
[image: Photo of The Fontenell living room.]
[image: Photo of The Fontenell sitting area.]
[image: Photo of The Fontenell dining area.]
[image: Photo of The Fontenell kitchen.]
Kings Point 
Palm Springs 
1968 
Architects: Dan Palmer and William
            Krisel

The forty-four condos of the Kings Point enclave at Indian Canyons Golf Resort in the
        south end of Palm Springs appear more like homes than condos. Referred to as international
        modern in style, the nearly 3,000-square-foot units are characterized by high ceilings,
        Roman tubs, terrazzo floors, and wraparound clerestory windows with 360-degree views of the
        San Jacinto Mountains and the Coachella Valley. An early advertisement promoted it this way:
        “A Kings Point key opens a door to a prestige home in Palm Springs and simultaneously opens
        a door to an unsurpassed way of life, dominated by a rich climate and impressive
        recreational facilities.” Like Seven Lakes Country Club and Canyon View Estates, Kings Point
        has green open areas along with shared community swimming pools.
[image: Photo of Kings Point exterior.]
[image: Photo of Kings Point living room.]
[image: Photo of Kings Point dining room.]
[image: Photo of Kings Point bedroom.]
[image: Photo of Kings Point dressing room.]
[image: Photo of Kings Point patio.]
LeBaron-Moruzzi Residence 
Palm Springs 
1956 
Architect: Sam Pascal

Built in the town and country style, this residence was home to famous local artist O. E.
        L. Graves, whose work graced the covers of Palm Springs Villager
        magazine. It’s located in one of the earliest developments in Palm Springs, Tahquitz River
        Estates, which was built by Paul Trousdale from 1949 to 1952. This home was constructed
        later.
[image: Photo of LeBaron-Moruzzi Residence dining room.]
[image: Photo of LeBaron-Moruzzi Residence dining and sitting area.]
[image: Photo of LeBaron-Moruzzi Residence dining and kitchen.]
[image: Photo of LeBaron-Moruzzi Residence living room.]
Green Fairway Estates House 
Palm Springs 
1965 
Architect: Donald A. Wexler

The Green Fairway Estates neighborhood was the last planned neighborhood built by the
        Alexander Construction Company. There were nine different models available; the model shown
        is called the Wentworth. Each model differs in style—from pueblo style to Hawaiian-inspired
        architecture—all of which feature walls or stone façades. There is a total of thirty-five
        homes in the neighborhood. Some of the homes, including this one, maintain the original
        fireplace.
[image: Photo of Green Fairway Estates House living room.]
[image: Photo of Green Fairway Estates House fireplace.]
[image: Photo of Green Fairway Estates House exterior.]
[image: Photo of Green Fairway Estates House living room.]
Zen House 
Palm Springs 
1956 
Architects: Donald A. Wexler and Richard
            Harrison

This house incorporates distinctive design elements from Japan, collected by Donald Wexler
        after serving in the Pacific Theater during World War II. The tiles that appear in the
        master bathroom depict a grazing horse with kanji characters and there’s a shoji-inspired
        screen on the ceiling. The tiles in the pool spell the words “Pacific Ocean” using kanji
        characters. The door handles on the front gate consist of two Nanbu ironwork ashtrays. The
        house is the first home Wexler and Harrison designed in the South Palm Springs neighborhood
        of Deepwell.
[image: Photo of Zen House exterior.]
[image: Photo of Zen House living room.]
[image: Photo of Zen House living room with courtyard.]
[image: Photo of Zen House bathroom.]
[image: Photo of Zen House courtyard.]
[image: Photo of Zen House pool and patio.]
The Wheelhouse 
Twentynine Palms 
1953 
Architect: Unknown

The former home of beloved TV host Huell Howser (California’s Gold), this beautiful,
        streamlined ranch modern home rests on seventy acres of land Howser purchased from Jackie
        Autry, wife of cowboy star and legend Gene Autry. Twentynine Palms, located in the Mojave
        Desert, is most notably home to the U.S. Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center and the
        gateway to Joshua Tree National Park.
[image: Photo of The Wheelhouse exterior and patio.]
[image: Photo of The Wheelhouse living room and windows.]
[image: Photo of The Wheelhouse living room and dining area.]
[image: Photo of The Wheelhouse exterior.]
The Desert Star 
Palm Springs 
1956 
Architect: Howard Lapham

Originally an apartment hotel, the Desert Star was one of Howard Lapham’s earliest
        projects. Lapham resided in Palm Springs from 1940 until his death in 2008. He designed the
        renovation of the Chi Chi nightclub in 1959, and went on to design many unique residences in
        Thunderbird Country Club and neighboring Thunderbird Heights in the city of Rancho
        Mirage.
[image: Photo of The Desert Star living room.]
[image: Photo of The Desert Star exterior.]
Robson C. Chambers Residence 
Palm Springs 
1947 (additions, 1954) 
Architects: Robson C. Chambers and Albert
            Frey

This was architect Robson C. Chambers’ own home. It was the first collaboration between
        Chambers and Albert Frey. In 1952, Chambers became an official partner in the newly renamed
        firm Clark, Frey & Chambers, whose projects include the Tramway Gas Station, Palm
        Springs Aerial Tramway Valley Station, and Palm Springs City Hall.
[image: Photo of Robson C. Chambers Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Robson C. Chambers Residence dining area.]
Pieterhaus 
Palm Springs 
1960 
Architect: Hugh Kaptur

The house was built on spec by the builder, Werner Hogback. Little else is known of the
        house’s origins. The house’s angular beams resemble other Hugh Kaptur–designed projects,
        such as the Triangle Inn (1957–58; originally known as the Impala Lodge) and the Inn at
        Bermuda Dunes (1962).
[image: Photo of Pieterhaus pool and patio.]
[image: Photo of Pieterhaus exterior entry.]
[image: Photo of Pieterhaus exterior.]
[image: Photo of Pieterhaus living room.]
[image: Photo of Pieterhaus living room and fireplace.]
Daniels-Huneke Residence 
Palm Springs 
1968 
Architect: Stan Sackley

The original owners commissioned Sackley to design their custom home in Canyon Country
        Club. This 3,200-square-foot house contains only one bedroom, as per the specs from the
        owners. Most salient are the five atriums throughout the house, particularly in the kitchen
        and portico. The house today is essentially the same as it was when completed. It is
        speculated that Sackley was influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright’s use of compressing ceiling
        heights and then releasing them into higher, grander living room areas.
[image: Photo of Daniels-Huneke Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Daniels-Huneke Residence hallway.]
[image: Photo of Daniels-Huneke Residence kitchen.]
Tesler Residence 
Palm Springs 
1994 
Architect: Stan Sackley

This house was custom built for the current owners’ parents after seeing a home Sackley
        had designed and lived in on the same street. Indicative of Sackley homes, the residence
        features a step-down bar, raked plaster walls, and stacked marble.
[image: Photo of Tesler Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Tesler Residence living room.]
25 Palms 
Palm Springs 
1963 
Architect: Stan Sackley

This home, named after the myriad palm trees on the property, recently underwent a
        complete restoration. As in most midcentury modern homes, the house contained original
        terrazzo floors, and the fleur-de-lys decorative concrete block walls unique to this house
        appear in both the front and back of the house.
[image: Photo of 25 Palms exterior.]
[image: Photo of 25 Palms entry.]
[image: Photo of 25 Palms pool and patio.]
[image: Photo of 25 Palms exterior entry.]
Sackley-Caliente Residence 
Palm Springs 
1976 
Architect: Stan Sackley

Sackley studied architecture at USC, graduating in 1961. In the early ’70s, Sackley
        purchased numerous lots and built a group of spec homes in the Canyons neighborhood of Palm
        Springs (now known as Indian Canyons).
Sackley owned the lots, and it’s claimed that he insisted that potential buyers of one of
        his lots hire him as the architect for their homes.
[image: Photo of Sackley-Caliente Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Sackley-Caliente Residence bar.]
[image: Photo of Sackley-Caliente Residence exterior entry.]
[image: Photo of Sackley-Caliente Residence living room,]
Gould Residence 
Palm Springs 
1965 
Architect: Dean Davidson

Dean Davidson, after graduating from the University of Oregon, moved to Long Beach,
        California, to begin his career as an architect. The Gould Residence is the only home he was
        known to have designed in Palm Springs. It’s located in the Historic Tennis Club
        neighborhood, home to the Palm Springs Tennis Club (Paul R. Williams, 1947).
[image: Photo of Gould Residence pool and patio.]
[image: Photo of Gould Residence living room.]
Ostrow-Stoker Residence 
Palm Springs 
1975 
Architect: Stan Sackley

This is one of the numerous Sackley homes on Caliente in the Indian Canyons neighborhood
        of Palm Springs. The sunflower motif on the glazed floor tiles throughout the living room,
        foyer, and dining room was designed by Sackley. The home was originally awash in desert sand
        colors.
[image: Photo of Ostrow-Stoker Residence living room.]
[image: Photo of Ostrow-Stoker Residence patio.]
Fernow-McMaster Residence 
Palm Springs 
1963 
Architect: William F. Cody

This house was owned by Waldo Avery and his wife, Alice. Alice Avery was an heir to the
        owners of Rancho Mission Viejo, which was developed into the planned community of Mission
        Viejo in Southern California. The sunken tub and intricately tiled wall in the master
        bathroom are original to the home. In addition, the kitchen also retains the original
        cabinetry and counter tiles.
[image: Photo of Fernow-McMaster Residence pool and patio.]
[image: Photo of Fernow-McMaster Residence kitchen.]
[image: Photo of Fernow-McMaster Residence bathroom.]
[image: Photo of Fernow-McMaster Residence exterior angle.]
[image: Photo of Fernow-McMaster Residence exterior.]
Morrison-Strassner Residence 
Rancho Mirage 
1970 
Architects: Patten & Wild

Situated in Thunderbird Heights, this house is composed of one main circular structure and
        other smaller circular configurations, including an open-air pool house surrounded by a
        circular pool. The dining room, which is encircled by a series of posts and beams, was once
        an enclosed kitchen. The pool house was also enclosed at one time.
The house was once owned by actress and socialite Eva Gabor and her husband, Frank Jameson
        Sr. Upon its completion, the house was featured as the cover story in a 1970 issue of
            Palm Springs Life.
[image: Photo of Morrison-Strassner Residence living room.]
[image: Photo of Morrison-Strassner Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Morrison-Strassner Residence dining area.]
[image: Photo of Morrison-Strassner Residence sitting room.]
[image: Photo of Morrison-Strassner Residence living room.]
[image: Photo of Morrison-Strassner Residence patio.]
Thomas B. Davis House 
Rancho Mirage 
1958 
Architects: Henry Eggers and Walter
            Wilkman

Considered to be one of the first homes built in the Thunderbird Heights neighborhood of
        Rancho Mirage, this is the work of Los Angeles–based architectural firm Eggers and Wilkman
        (1956–66).
A twenty-two-page spread of the Davis House appeared in House Beautiful
        in 1961, and it was also featured in Architectural Digest
        that same year. The Davis House is the only known project Eggers and Wilkman designed in the
        desert. The interior design was executed by one of the greatest designers of his day, T. H.
        Robsjohn-Gibbings. The carved-wood, latticed sliding screens featured throughout the house
        are custom and original to the home.
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House exterior.]
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House courtyard.]
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House exterior bench.]
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House living room.]
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House dining area.]
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House exterior bench and lattice door.]
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House bedroom.]
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House hallway.]
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House bathroom.]
[image: Photo of Thomas B. Davis House living room.]
Tompkins Residence 
Rancho Mirage 
1960 
Architects: Thornton Ladd and John
            Kelsey

Situated in Thunderbird Heights, the footprint of this house resembles both Philip
        Johnson’s famous Glass House and Mies van der Rohe’s Farnsworth House in size and style. But
        that is where the similarity ends, as the Tompkins Residence deliberately evokes a Japanese
        teahouse, with its shake roof, sliding shoji screens, lotus-shaped pool, and
        Japanese-inspired hanging lanterns in the interior of the house. With the exception of a few
        minor alterations, the house has remained as it was in 1960.
[image: Photo of Tompkins Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Tompkins Residence dining room.]
[image: Photo of Tompkins Residence pool and windows.]
[image: Photo of Tompkins Residence kitchen.]
Koerner Residence 
Palm Springs 
1955 
Architect: E. Stewart Williams

This house was built for lumber magnate Leon Koerner and his wife, Thea. The Koerners
        escaped Nazi Germany in 1938, first to Vancouver, British Columbia, and then to California.
        The prolific and celebrated landscape architect Garrett Eckbo designed the landscaping for
        the house. It is one of the few remaining Eckbo projects that remains today. The house
        maintains all of its original fixtures, built-in cabinetry, Garret Eckbo–designed water
        features, and E. Stewart Williams–designed wall sconces.
[image: Photo of Koerner Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Koerner Residence exterior water feature.]
[image: Photo of Koerner Residence pool and patio.]
[image: Photo of Koerner Residence living room.]
[image: Photo of Koerner Residence bathroom.]
[image: Photo of Koerner Residence atrium.]
Brown Residence 
Rancho Mirage 
1957 
Architect: Unknown

The collection of freestanding condominiums known as Thunderbird Palms sits on the edge of
        the greens at the Thunderbird Country Club. This condo features post-and-beam construction,
        is filled with period furniture and accessories, has its own golf cart garage, and has a
        view of the golf course from its wraparound patio.
[image: Photo of Brown Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Brown Residence sitting area.]
[image: Photo of Brown Residence dining area.]
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald R. Ford Residence 
Rancho Mirage 
1978 
Architect: Welton Becket

Home to former president Gerald Ford and his wife, Betty, the house is one of the few
        residences designed by Los Angeles–based architect Welton Becket, known for designing such
        Los Angeles landmarks as the Capitol Records building, Cinerama Dome, Beverly Hilton Hotel,
        and Parker Center (former home of the Los Angeles Police Department). The Fords commissioned
        Becket to design the home of their dreams and worked closely with him in all aspects. The
        house next door, once the former home of Ginger Rogers, became the residence for the Fords’
        Secret Service retinue. The portrait of Betty Ford (third image below) was given to her by Nelson
        Rockefeller.
[image: Photo of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald R. Ford Residence bedroom.]
[image: Photo of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald R. Ford Residence exterior.]
[image: Photo of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald R. Ford Residence hallway.]
[image: Photo of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald R. Ford Residence view to dining room.]
Factor House 
Palm Springs 
1969 
Architects: Don Staska; Hank Webber and
            Associates

This house was designed and custom built for Jerome Factor, a cousin to cosmetic magnate
        Max Factor. Nearly all of the art and furnishings in the home are original. The interior
        design is by acclaimed interior and furniture designer Richard Himmel (whose credits include
        the Playboy Club and Resort in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, and the Marbury Place Hotel in
        Washington, D.C.). Some of the highlights include several chairs upholstered in custom-made
        Alexander Calder fabric, a custom-made metallic backgammon table, Calder-inspired wallpaper
        in the powder room, and the garden, terrace, and pool seating by Elise Crawford and Douglas
        Deeds.
[image: Photo of Factor House exterior.]
[image: Photo of Factor House sitting room.]
[image: Photo of Factor House bar.]
[image: Photo of Factor House dining area.]
[image: Photo of Factor House living room.]
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